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NEW.HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Monday, September 11, 1775. 

Upon request of Moses Baker and others, in behalf of 
the Town of Newmarket, agreed to suspend the making 
out of a Commission for Lieutenant-Colonel of the Fourth 
Regiment of Militia in this Colony till the next meeting of 
Congress, that they may have opportunity to prefer a pe- 
tition against the person's being commissioned who was by 
Congress chosen to that office. 

Tuesday, September 12, 1775. 

To the Committee of Supplies 

You are desired to pay all reasonable accounts of any 
Town or Parish in this Colony, for supplying the several 
Companies in Colonel Poor's. Regiment with provisions 
for their march from, their respective homes, to join the 
Army. 

By order of the Committee : 

M. Thornton, Chairman. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay the Committee 
of Supplies two hundred Pounds, tobe by them accounted 
for. 

Agreed, That William Whipple, Esquire, and General 
Folsom, should wait on General Washington, to inquire of 
him concerning the Coats promised the Troops, he. 

Saturday, September 16, 1775. 

Received a Message from General Washington, requiring 
the payment of certain wages to those New- Hampshire 
Troops bound to Canada, under Colonel Arnold. 

Appointed Deacon Brooks to pay said Troops. 

Wednesday, September 27, 1775. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay William Whipple, 
Esquire, one hundred and forty-two Pounds six Shillings, 
lawful money, to pay Captain Salter's Company one 
month's wages. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Daniel Fowle, Es- 
quire, thirty-six Pounds four Shillings, the balance of his 
Account, this day examined and adjusted. 

George King, Esquire, appointed to pay Salter's Com- 
pany their first month's wages. 

Wrote Colonels Reed, Poor, and Stark, to order their 

several Captains to take and send Rolls of their respective 

Companies, from the time of their inlistment to the 4th of 

August. 

In Committee of Safety, Exeter, September 27, 1775. 

Captain Titus Salter : 

You are hereby directed to take the command of the 
batteries on Pierce's arid Sevey's Islands, and keep a con- 
stant guard at each, with your Company, taking care to 
exercise them in the handling and management of cannon, 
and such other exercises as you shall think necessary to 
make them capable of doing their duty at said fortifica- 
tions. You are not to suffer any vessel to pass said fortifi- 
cations, up the river, without a permit from the Committee 
of Safety of Portsmouth, except such vessels as you are 
satisfied are only on a fair trade. And if any armed vessel 
shall attempt to pass, without such permit, you are to pre- 
vent the same, by firing upon and destroying such vessel, 
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if necessary; but in all such cases, where time will admit 
of taking the advice of the said Committee of Portsmouth, 
you are to do it, and not fire on any vessel that shall come 
into the harbour, without their advice and consent, if you 
have time to obtain the same. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies three hundred Pounds, to be by them accounted for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies three thousand Pounds, to be by them accounted for. 

Thursday, September 28, 1775. 
Ordered Receiver-General to pay Deacon Brooks three 
hundred and forty-eight Pounds seven Shillings, the amount 
of the wages paid the New-Hampshire Troops in Colonel 
Arnold's detachment, and expenses of paying them. 

In Committee of Safety, September 28, 1775. 

Sir : We desire you to proceed to the Army, and there 
pay each non-commissioned officer and soldier, of the troops 
raised by this Colony, twenty-four Shillings each, to be in 
full for the coats promised them, excepting such as entered 
on duty since the 4th of August. Also, pay each man, as 
aforesaid, twelve shillings, who has rrever received a blan- 
ket, and if found by himself, provided the Selectmen of 
his respective Town did not take an account thereof, which 
you are strictly to examine into. And to each person his 
loss, in clothing and soldiers' accoutrements, sustained at 
Charlestown battle, deducting out, to such as have received 
a coat, the value thereof; each person producing an ac- 
count of his loss, and the value thereof, under oath that 
they have not overrated the same, which oath you are 
desired to administer. And where any soldier is absent on 
furlough, or his place supplied by another, that the money 
be paid the Captain, taking his receipt therefor. 

. M. Thornton, Chairman. 
Colonel Timothy Walker. 

In Committee of Safety, Exster, September 28, 1775. 
To the Committee appointed to build Batteries to command 
the passage in Piscataq.ua River. 

Gentlemen : It is thought expedient to lay a boom 
across the river, from Pierce's to Sevey's Island, strong 
enough to hinder the passage of vessels, if possible. There- 
fore, you are desired to take such condemned masts as you 
can find, most proper for the occasion, and fit a boom for 
the aforesaid purpose, by securing them with iron, in such 
manner and place as you shall judge best to answer the 
purpose. 

Received a long Letter from General SuUivan,and wrote 
him a long answer. 

Deacon Brooks made a return of his paying off the 
detachment of New-Hampshire Troops under Colonel 
Arnold. 

Tuesday, October 10, 1775. 

Received a Letter from the Committee of Portsmouth, 
informing of the capture of the Ship Prince George, by a 
sub-Committee, with a copy of General .^.Washington's 
Letter to said Committee, about the cargo of said Ship. 

Ordered George King, Esquire, to take charge of the 
cargo of the Ship Prince George, and to deliver to Samuel 
Cults, Esquire, one hundred barrels of Flour, at such times 
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and in such quantities as he may need it, to supply the 
Soldiers at the Batteries in Piscataqua Harbour. 

Received a Letter from General Sullivan, enclosing a 
Petition of the Field-Officers of New-Hampshire Troops 
■at Winter-Hill, requesting that the General may be in- 
itrusted with blank Commissions, to fill up vacancies in the 
Regiments there. 

Wrote General Sullivan an answer to his Letter and the 
said Petition. 

Gave Captain Robert Parker orders to inlist a Com- 
pany of Malrosses, consisting of forty-four men, inclusive 
of himself, one Lieutenant, and two Sergeants, to guard 
and defend the Battery on Sevey's Island, for the term of 
one month, unless it should appear to the Congress, or this 
Committee, expedient to dismiss them sooner, and engaged 
them the same pay, for the time they shall be in the ser- 
vice, as Captain Salter's Company are to have; and that 
lie inlist no man but is well accoutred. 

Received a Letter from General Sullivan, in answer to 
ours of 23th ultimo. 

Wednesday, October 11, 1775. 

Wrote to General Washington, relative to the above- 
mentioned Ship and Cargo. 

Thursday, October 12, 1775. 
Wrote to Messrs. Bartlett and Langdon. at the Conti- 
nental Congress. 

Appointed Jonathan Perkins special Express, to carry 
the above Letters to Timothy Walker, Esquire, at Winter- 
Hill 

Desired Deacon Brooks, one of the Committee of Sup- 
plies, to advance Perkins four Dollars, for his expenses. 

This Committee, taking into consideration the necessity 
of the Regiments of Minute-Men being as speedily raised 
as possible, having reviewed the voles of Congress relative 
thereto, and found a vote for the soldiers that inlist in the 
Minute service to "continue till further orders of the Con- 
gress," which vote must have been a mistake of the scribe, 
or passed over by the Congress, through the hurry and 
multiplicity of the business they were engaged in when 
that passed, as it is very evident the design of Congress 
was to follow the directions of the Continental Congress : 
Therefore, it is now resolved by this Committee, that the 
said Minute-Men be inlisted for the term of four months; 
and that, at the end of said four months, the Officers pro- 
ceed to inlist their Companies again, in the same manner 
as at first. And it is earnestly recommended to the persons 
who shall be appointed to inlist Minute-Men, to use their 
utmost endeavours to fill up the Companies as soon as pos- 
sible ; and to the Soldiers, at this important crisis, when 
our all is at stake, to engage in the service ; and, as they 
will be relieved in four months, the duty will be nearly 
equal among all the Militia. And the following form is to 
be used for inlistment : 

" We, the subscribers, do hereby severally inlist our- 
selves as Minute-Men, for the term of four months, in the 

Company under the command of , in the 

Regiment of Minute-Men, in the Colony of New-Hamp- 
shire. And we hereby promise to submit ourselves to the 
; orders and regulations of said Minute-Men, and faithfully 
to observe and obey such orders as we shall receive, from 
time to time, from our officers." 

Monday, October 1G, 1775. 
Received a Letter from General Washington, and an- 
other from Colonel Timothy Walker, in answer to ours of 
> the 11th instant, by Perkins, the Express; and a Letter 
of the General to Stephen Moylan, Esquire, at Portsmouth, 
which was forwarded by Mr. Morrison. 

Received a Letter from Colonel Thornton, and answered 
by the same messenger who brought his. 

Tuesday, October 17, 1775. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies three hundred Pounds, to be by them accounted for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Captain Josiah Moul- 
ton thirty Pounds, to be by him accounted for. 



Wrote to the Committee at Portsmouth, concerning a 
Vessel addressed to Joshua Wentworth, Esquire, from An- 
tigua, and about the inhabitants of the Isle of Shoals being 
supplied with the necessaries of life. 

Wednesday, October 18, 1775. 

Wrote General Washington, in answer to his Letter of 
the 15th instant. 

In Committee of Safety, Exeter, October 18, 1775. 

Sir: You are desired to sell, at twenty shillings per 
hundred weight, a quantity of the flour lately put under 
your care, not exceeding three hundred barrels, to such 
persons as appear as purchasers, taking care that no person 
monopolize a large quantity, and, out of the money arising 
from the sale, pay the seamen of Ship Prince George, 
Richard Emms, master, the wages that shall appear due 
to them, agreeable to their original contract, and keep in 
your custody the remainder of the money, until called for 
by this Committee, or the Congress of this Colony. 

By order of the Committee. 
To George King, Esquire. 

In Committee of Safety, Exeter, October 13, 1775. 

To the several Captains and other Officers of the Militia, 

in the Regiment in this Colony: 

You are desired to notify and call together your several 
Companies, at such times and places as you, together with 
. . . . , may agree ; and you are earnestly desired to use 
your utmost endeavours to forward the inlisting the com- 
plement of Minute-Men, out of your respective Compa- 
nies. And the Selectmen and Committee of Safety in the 
several Towns are requested to forward the meeting of the 
several Companies, and inlisting and drafting the Minute- 
Men. 

Colonel Thornton having represented to this Commit- 
tee that he had been requested to attend a Conference of 
sundry members from the Continental Congress and sun- 
dry gentlemen from the other New-England Colonies, 
and that the circumstances of his family were such as he 
feared would prevent his attendance, and, therefore, desired 
some persons from this Committee should be appointed to 
attend the same : Therefore, 

Agreed, That Colonel Weare and General Folsom be 
desired to repair immediately to Cambridge, to attend the 
said Conference in behalf of this Colony. 

Monday, October 23, 1775. 
On the report that a Fleet was expected to attack the 
Capital of the Colony, the Committee was desired to re- 
pair thither, in order to take into their consideration what 
was necessary immediately to be done. 

Received a Letter from General Sullivan, enclosing a 
list of the vacancies in the several New-Hampshire Regi- 
ments, and requesting Commissions to be filled for the same. 

Thursday, October 2G, 1 775. 
Received a Letter from the Delegates at Continental 
Congress. 

Ditto, enclosing a Resolve of Continental Congress. 

Received a Letter from Colonel Moulton, accepting the 
office of Colonel. 

Ditto from Colonel Tappan, declining ditto. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Samuel Brooks one 
hundred Pounds, to be accounted for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies six hundred Pounds, to be accounted for. 

Received a Letter from General Sullivan, concerning the 
Troops, and concerning Pierce's and Sevey's Islands, &c. 

Friday, October 27, 1775. 

Wrote William Knight, Esquire, and others, desiring 
them to appear and place Vessels in Piscataqua Harbour. 
Answered Gen. Sullivan's Letter, respecting Troops, Sic. 

Saturday, October 28, 1775. 
Ordered Receiver-General to pay Nathaniel Folsom 
three Pounds fourteen Shillings and nine Pence, Commit- 
tee's expenses at Portsmouth. 
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November, 1775. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies one hundred Pounds, to be accounted for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies five hundred Pounds, to be accounted for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies four hundred Pounds. 

Thursday, November 16, 1775. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee of Sup- 
plies five hundred Pounds, to be accounted for. 

Ordered Receiver-General lo pay Colonel Thornton 
fifteen Pounds, to be accounted for. 

November 16, 1775, being the last day of the sitting of 
the Congress of this Colony, they voted, that the Commit- 
tee of Safety be continued until the sitting of the Congress 
called to meet the 21st day of December next, with same 
power and authority as heretofore. 

Friday, November 17, 1775. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Samuel Cuds, 
Esquire, Commissary, five hundred Pounds, lawful money, 
to he by him accounted for. 

Ordered the Receiver-General tp pay Pierce Long, 
Barrackmaster, sixty Pounds, lawful money, to be by him 
accounted for. 

In the evening, received a Letter from Colonel Bedel, 
by Express, with the agreeable news of the surrender of 
the Fortress of St. John's. 

. Saturday, November 18, 1775. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Benjamin Grant, 
tbe above-mentioned Express, five Pounds, for his service 
and expense. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Israel Morey, Es- 
quire, three hundred Pounds, lawful money, out of the 
Gold in the Treasury, to be by him sent to Canada, for 
the payment of the New-Hampshire Troops under the 
command of Colonel Bedel. 

Wrote General Schuyler on the subject of paying and 
supplying our Troops in his Army. 

Wrote General Montgomery on the same, being a copy 
of the same sent to General Schuyler. 

Gave Colonel Morey orders about sending the Money 
to Canada. 

Committee adjourned to meet at P or I smouth,sX Nathan- 
iel Folsorn's, on Monday next, A. M. 

Tuesday, November 21, 1775. 
Committee met at Portsmouth. 

Wrote the Delegates of the Continental Congress, and 
enclosed the number of the Inhabitants of this Colony. 

Thursday; November 23, 1775. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay George Gains, Es- 
quire, Quartermaster, one. hundred Pounds, lawful money, 
to be by him accounted for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Pierce Long, Es- 
quire, Barrackmaster, sixty Pounds, iawful money, to be 
by him accounted for. 

Captain Philip Goldthwait was brought before the Com- 
mittee, on suspicion of being unfriendly to the liberties of 
America. Upon examination, nothing appearing against 
him, 

Ordered, That he be dismissed. 

John Slavers and Hugh Henderson, persons suspected 
of being unfriendly to the American cause, now contending 
for, being notified, appeared before the Committee, and 
each declared, for himself, that he judged the aforesaid 
cause just, on the side of the Americans; and that he 
Tvould do every thing in his power to promote the same, 
and for the defence of this country against its enemies. 

Hon. Daniel Rogers, Esquire, being brought before the 
Committee as a person unfriendly to the liberties of Ame- 
rica ; upon examination, nothing appearing against him, 

Ordered, That he be dismissed. 



Friday, November 24, 1775. 
Gave Colonel Wingaie orders respecting the Companies 
commanded by Captains Hodgdon, Coffin, Clark, Par- 
sons, Baker, Elkins, Copp, and Webster, and to muster 
Captain Webster's Company, and to take care of the Fire 
Raft. 

Received a Petition of Richard Emms and Matthew 
Morlcy. 

Ordered that it lie. 

Received a Letter from Messrs. Deanc, Adams, and 
Wythe, of the Continental Congress, dated the 19th Octo- 
ber, 1775, with a Resolve of said Congress relative to the 
damage done the several Colonies by the enemy. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Nathaniel Fol- 
snm, of Portsmouth, three Pounds seven Shillings and 
eleven Pence half-penny, the expense of this Committee 
at his house. 

Received Captain Thompson's Return about the Fire 
Rafts. 

Received a Letter from Delegates at Continental Con- 
gress, enclosing a Resolve of Continental Congress con- 
cerning Government, and about Exportation. 

Adjourned to Tuesday next. 

Tuesday, November 28, 1775. 
Received a Letter of Colonel Bartlett, enclosing Re- 
solves of Congress about Saltpetre, and another about 
Government. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Samuel Cutis, Com- 
missary, seven hundred Pounds, to be by him accounted 
for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Samuel Cutts, Es- 
quire, one of the Committee to procure Powder, eight hun- 
dred Pounds, lawful money, to be by him accounted for. 

Wednesday, November 29, 1775. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay John Rice, ^squire, 
thirty-two Pounds ten Shillings and ten Pence, the amount 
of his account for boarding Committee from 1 8th July to 
18th November, inclusive. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay John Ward Gilman 
twenty Shillings, for making a Seal. 

Ordered Captain Salter to fill his Company to ninety 
men, inclusive of officers, and no more ; to serve till the 
last of December next, unless discharged sooner. 

Ordered Captain Salter to deliver Captain Daniels a 
large Cannon, equal in bore to the largest he had on Sevey's 
Island. 

Ordered Captain Daniels to fill his Company to sixty- 
seven, and no more, including officers ; to serve till last of 
December next, unless discharged sooner. 

Ordered James Hackett, Esquire, to muster the Compa- 
nies of Matrosses not already mustered, and to return lists 
of the Companies. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Robert Crafford thir- 
teen Pounds twelve Shillings, being his and eleven other 
men's pay, for fourteen days' service at the entrance of 
Piscataqua Harbour. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay William Parker six- 
teen Pounds, to be by him accounted for. 

Appointed William Parker Paymaster of the Troops 
raised for the particular defence of this Colony. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay William Parker three 
hundred Pounds, for the purpose above-mentioned. 

Examined and allowed Smith Emerson's Pay-Roll, and 
ordered it to be paid — eighty-five Pounds six Shillings and 
ten Pence. 

Examined and allowed Thomas Folsom's Pay-Roll, and 
ordered it to be paid — twenty-nine Pounds four Shillings 
and six Pence. 

Examined and allowed David Quimby's Pay-Roll, and 
ordered the same to be paid — thirty-seven Pounds eight 
Shillings and three Pence. i 

Examined and allowed Timothy Emerson's Pay-Roil, 
and ordered the same to be paid — eight Pounds one Shil- 
ling and five Pence. 

Examined and allowed George Terry Osborne's Pay- 
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Hdll, and ordered the same to be paid — forty Pounds thir- 
teen Shillings and ten Pence half-penny. 

Adjourned to Monday next, at Exeter. 

Saturday, December 2, 1775. 

In consequence of a Letter from General Sullivan, by 
express, informing of the withdrawing of the Connecticut 
Troops from the lines at Cambridge, and desiring a num- 
ber of Troops to be sent from this Colony, to supply their 
place, the Committee met at Portsmouth, on the 2d day 
of December, and gave orders to the following gentlemen 
each to inlist a Company of sixty-one able-bodied men, 
including three Sergeants and three Corporals, well pro- 
vided with Arms and Blankets, to serve in the Continental 
Army under the command of General Washington, until 
the 15th January next, unless sooner discharged, and, as 
soon as inlisted, to march them immediately to join Gene- 
ral Sullivan's Brigade, viz: Captains David Place, Henry 
Elkins, Daniel Runnels, John Waldron, Alpheus Chesley, 
David Copp, Moses Baker, Mark Wiggin, Joseph Par- 
sons, Moses Yealon, Elijah Denbo, Jacob Webster, Na- 
thaniel Odiorne, Peter Coffin, Stephen Clark, and Green- 
leaf Clark. 

Form of the Orders : 

COLONY OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

In Committee of Safety, December 2, 1775. 

To Captain , Greeting: 

You are hereby authorized immediately to inlist a Com- 
pany, to consist of sixty-one able-bodied, effective men, 
including three Sergeants and three Corporals, well accou- 
tred with arms and provided with blankets, to serve in the 
Continental Army under the command of his Excellency 
General Washington, until the fifteenth day of January 
next, unless sooner dismissed ; and you are hereby inform- 
ed that you will have liberty to nominate two persons to 
serve as Subalterns in said Company under you, who will 
be commissioned accordingly, if approved by this Commit- 
tee. And you are to march the said Company, when in- 
listed, seasonably, so as to join General Sullivan's Brigade, 
on Winter-Hill, at or before the 10th day of December, 
instant ; and you may assure the said Company that their 
pay, which will be the same as the other Continental 
troops, will commence the day they march ; and that those 
who supply themselves with provisions on their march shall 
receive the price of their rations in cash ; and that they will 
be paid off the moment they are dismissed, and also be paid 
for their return home. 

By order of the Committee : 

William Whipple, Chairman pro tern. 

Sunday, December 3, 1775. 

Wrote to Samuel Hobart, Esquire ; sent him a copy of 
General Sullivan's Letter, and six blank Inlisting Orders, 
desiring him to give them to suitable persons towards and 
in the County of Hillsborough. 

Wrote to Colonel Timothy Walker; sent him blank Or- 
ders for three Captains. 

Delivered Orders for one Captain to General Fohom, 
to be by him given to such person as he should judge 
proper. 

Sent Inlisting Orders to Captain" James Hill, of New- 
market, and to Major Thomas Bartlett, of Nottingham. 

Delivered like Orders, for one Captain, to Col. Evans, 
to be by him disposed of. 

Wroje Colonel David Gilman, and endorsed like Orders 
for three Captains, to be by him disposed of. 

With each of the afore-mentioned Orders were likewise 
delivered and sent Forms of Inlistments. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Captain Moses Baker 
thirty-five Pounds, to be by him accounted for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay George Gains, Quar- 
termaster, one hundred Pounds, to be by him accounted 
for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay William Parker three 
hundred Pounds, for payment of Troops in this Colony's 
service. 

Ordered Captain Moses Baker to dismiss his Company. 

Examined and allowed Captain David Copp's Pay-Roll 



of his Company, and ordered it to be paid, being fifty-two 
Pounds three Shillings. 

Do. Captain Stephen Hodgdon's — seventy-five Pounds 
fifteen Shillings eight Pence. 

Do. Captain David Place's — seventy-two Pounds one 
Shilling ten Pence. 

Do. Captain Alpheus Chesley's — thirty-four Pounds 
nine Shillings five Pence. 

Do. Captain Mark Wiggin' s — thirty-one Pounds four 
Shillings. 

Do. Captain Hall Jackson's Field Artillery Company — 
thirty-nine Pounds thirteen Shillings three Pence. 

Do. Captain Stephen Hodgdon's Company — fifty-one 
Pounds three Shillings three Pence. ' 

Do. Captain John Hill's — fifty-nine Pounds seventeen 
Shillings seven Pence. 

. Do. Captain John Taylor's — thirty-eight Pounds thir- 
teen Shillings three Pence. 

Do. Captain James Hill's — sixty-four Pounds eighteen 
Shillings one Penny. 

Do. Captain Moses Yeaton's five day Roll — fourteen 
Pounds eighteen Shillings eight Pence. 

Do. his fifteen day Roll — forty-six Pounds twelve Shil- 
lings. 

Do. Captain Joseph Parsons's — sixty-one Pounds five 
Shillings two Pence. 

Do. Captain Henry Elkins's — sixty Pounds nineteen 
Shillings six Pence. 

Do. Captain Eliphalet Daniels's overplus men. 

Monday, December 4, 1775. 
Received a Letter from General Sullivan. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Capt. Stephen Clark 
sixty -five Pounds, to be by him accounted for. 

Gave liberty for all the Soldiers in this Colony's service 
to inlist in the Continental service. 

Tuesday, December 5, 1775. 

Ordered William Parker to pay Captain David Copp 
three Pounds, out of the money in his hands. 

Ordered William Parker to pay Lieutenant Andrew 
Gilman forty Shillings, out of the money in his hands, in 
part of wages due to him. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Captain Peter Coffin 
sixty-five Pounds, for him to be accountable, out of his 
Company's wages. 

Wrote to General Sullivan, per post. 

Received a Letter from him. 

Received a Petition from William Hart. 

Ordered that it lie. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay William Parker two 
hundred Pounds, for payment of Troops in New-Hamp- 
shire service. 

Examined and allowed Captain John Waldron's Pay- 
Roil of his Company, and ordered it to be paid, being 
thirty-nine Pounds eleven Shillings four Pence. 

Do. Captain Thomas Berry's — twenty Pounds five Shil- 
lings six Pence. 

Do. Captain Nathaniel Hobb's — forty-two Pounds eight 
Shillings eleven Pence. 

Do. Captain Nicholas Rollings's — twenty-one Pounds 
ten Shillings two Pence. 

Wednesday, December 6, 1775. 
Gave Colonel Wingate orders respecting the Soldiers 
in this Colony's service. 

Thursday, December 7, 1775. 
Wrote to General Folsom, to deliver the Guns at Esquire 
Rice's to Captain Alpheus Chesley, taking his receipt for 
the same. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Nathaniel Folsom, 
Jun., eight Pounds four Shillings and eleven Fence — this 
Committee's expense. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay William Parker two 
hundred Pounds, for payment of Troops in Colony service. 

Adjourned to Exeter, to meet on the 11th current. 
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Monday, December 11, 1775. 

Received a Letter from General Washington. 

Received a Letter from Colonel Bartlett, enclosing a 
Letter from Messrs. Penn and Lee to Speaker of House 
of Representatives, and sundry Resolves of Continental 
Congress. 

Examined and allowed Captain Abraham French's Pay- 
Roll of his Company, and ordered it to be paid, being fifty 
Pounds nine Shillings ei^ht Pence. 

Tuesday, December 12, 1775. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Committee appointed 
to procure Powder abroad, six hundred Pounds, to be by 
them accounted for. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay William Parker two 
hundred Pounds, for payment of Troops in Colony service. 

Examined and allowed Captain Cutting Culley's Pay- 
Roll of his Company, and ordered it to be paid, being 
forty-nine Pounds two Shillings ten Pence. 

Do. Captain Samuel Hayes's — forty-seven Pounds ten 
Shillings. 

Wednesday, December 13, 1775. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay the Committee 
for procuring Powder abroad, the light Gold in the Trea- 
sury, according to an account thereof by him exhibited to 
this Committee. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Colonel Thornton 
six Pounds — the sum voted him by the late Congress, for 
his time and expense going to Cambridge and attending 
the Grand Council there. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Colonel Weare 
and Captain Moulton nine Pounds three Shillings and se- 
ven Pence, the amount of their Account for getting Twenty 
Thousand Pounds printed. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay George Gains, 
Quartermaster, one hundred Pounds, to be by him ac- 
counted for.. . 

Agreed and directed that Colonel Thornton and Colonel 
Weare wait on General Washington, to confer with him 
about recruiting the Continental Army. 

Received a Letter from General Sullivan. 

Thursday, December 14, 1775. 
Received and considered the Petition of Captain John 
Evans, and answered it. 

Friday, December 15, 1775. 

Examined and allowed the Pay-Roll of Captain Joseph 
Clifford, and ordered it to be paid, being twenty-two 
Pounds twelve Shillings eight Pence. 

Do. Captain Richard Dows — sixty-eight Pounds six 
Shillings four Pence. 



Ordered Receiver-General to pay William Parker three 
hundred Pounds, for the payment of Troops in the Colony 
service. 

Saturday, December 16, 1775. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Elisha Odlin thirty 
Shillings, for going express to Canterbury^ and Dover. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay John Rice, Esquire, 
four Pounds, for Committee's board to this day. 

Examined and allowed Captain Benjamin Butler, Es- 
quire, his Pay-Roll, and ordered it to be paid, being fifty- 
five Pounds eleven Pence. 

Ordered Receiver-General to pay Colonel Hobart seven 
thousand Pounds, for the payment of the New- Hampshire 
Troops in the Continental service to the 4th August. 

Gave Colonel Hobart orders respecting the payment of 
the New-Hampshire Troops in the Continental service. 

ORDERS TO COLONEL HOBABT. 

To Colonel Samuel Hobart, and Colonel Timothy Wal- 
ker, Jan., Esquires : 
In pursuance of your appointment, by the Congress, as 
Paymasters to our Troops in the several Regiments under 
the Colonels Stark, Reed, and Poor, we desire you to 
proceed to the Camp, and there pay all the officers and 
soldiers, or their legal representatives, in the aforesaid Re- 
giments, the wages due to them, from ihe time of their 
entering into the service until the 4th of August last, taking 
their receipts therefor, at the rate the persons in their seve- 
ral capacities have been paid in this Colony and that of the 
Massachusetts-Bay, making deductions out of the wages 
for what he has received already from this Colony, in part ; 
also deducting from every person's wages the price of a 
blanket, where it appears he has received from the Colony 
more than one, or money in lieu. And where it appears 
that any Captains have drawn more blankets, or cash 
therefor, than one for each non-commissioned officer and 
soldier in his Company, unless he make it appear who of 
his Company has received those overplus ones, that the 
same may be, respectively, stopped out of the soldiers' 
wages, then the same to be stopped out of the said Cap- 
tain's wages. And as the several pay-rolls of the respec- 
tive Companies in the aforesaid Regiments have not been 
brought to this Committee for allowance, you are desired 
to see that those rolls be properly made out, and sworn to 
by the respective Captains, or, in their absence, by one of 
the subalterns, that such rolls are just and true. 

You are also desired to deliver the commissions put into 
your hands to the several Captains who lately led the re- 
cruits from this Colony to the Continental Army, and the 
subalterns under them, filling up the blanks with such 
names as you shall be informed by the Captains are ap- 
pointed to the respective offices. 
December 16, 1775. 



NEW.HAMPSHIRE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Tuesday, October 31, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Voted, That Colonel William Whipple, Colonel Timo- 
thy Walker, the Rev. Mr. Fletcher, Mr. James McGregor, 
and John Dudley, Esquire, be a Committee to consider 
what sum of money will be sufficient to be emitted at this 
time, to answer the dejnands op this Colony, and a scheme 
for the emission thereof, and make a report thereof as soon 
as may be. 

Wednesday, November 1, 1775. 

The above Committee made report as follows, viz: 
Pursuant to the vote yesterday, we have considered 
what money will be necessary for the present exigencies 
of the Colony, and are of opinion that, the Receiver-Gen- 
eral should issue notes for Twenty Thousand Pounds, law- 
ful money ; four thousand Pounds of which to be redeemed 
on the 20th of December, 1779, six thousand on the 20th 
of December, 1780, six thousand on the 20th of December, 
1781, and four thousand on the 20th of December, 1782; 
and that eighteen thousand Pounds of the said sum be in 
notes of. the following denominations, viz: forty Shillings, 
thirty Shillings, fifteen Shillings, ten Shillings, and five Shil- 



lings ; and that two thousand Pounds, of the said sum of 
Twenty Thousand Pounds, be of the following denomina- 
tions, viz: three Shillings, two Shillings and six Pence, 
one Shilling and nine Pence, one Shilling and six Pence, 
nine Pence, and six Pence. 

Which Report was received, and voted to be a Resolve 
of this Congress. 

Voted, That Colonel Weare and Captain Josiuh Moul- 
ton be a Committee, under oath, to get the aforesaid sum 
of money (according to said scheme) printed, and to de- 
liver the same to the Treasurer, and take his receipt there- 
for. 

Voted, That Samuel Hobart, Esquire, be appointed to 
sign said. Notes with the Treasurer. 

Voted, That the said Notes, at the several periods fixed 
for payment of the same, be paid by a tax on the polls 
and estates in this Colony, and, when paid into the Trea- 
sury, to be burnt to ashes, in presence of the Representa- 
tives of the people of this Colony, or a Committee ap- 
pointed by them. _ 

Thursday, November 2, 1775. 
Voted, That the men raised as Minute-Men in this 
Colony be inlisted for four months only, then to be dis- 
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missed, if they desire it, and the same Officers to proceed 
to inlist anew, as at first. 

Upon the representation of John Quigley, Esquire, to 
this Congress, that he was afraid of being hurt in his person 
or estate by some people in the County of Hillsborough, 
under pretence of his being an enemy to his country, and, 
after some inquiry into the affair, it is resolved by this Con- 
gress, that it be recommended to the Committees of Safety 
in the said County to do their endeavour to protect said 
Quigley from damage, in any respect, for any past sup- 
posed bad disposition towards his country ; and the good 
people in said County are desired not to disturb or molest 
him on said account, but suffer him in quiet to enjoy his 
estate and freedom, as other inhabitants of said County. 

Upon reading the Petition of a number of the Soldiers 
in the East Parish of Kingston, relative to the appoint- 
ment of their Officers in the Militia, 

Voted, That Colonel Gale and the Petitioners be heard 
thereon on Monday next, P. M., if the Congress be then 
sitting, and, if not, on the first day of their sitting after- 
wards. 

A Letter from the Hon. George Jaffrey, Esquire, late 
Treasurer of this Colony, in answer to a vote and order of 
this Congress, being read and considered, 

Voted, That the said Letter is not satisfactory to this 
Congress, and that a message be immediately sent to the 
said George Jaffrey, Esquire, from this Congress, requiring 
him to attend this Congress forthwith, with his Accounts, 
in order for settlement, otherwise the Congress will take 
further notice of his contempt ; and that the Rev. Mr. 
Fletcher be the messenger to wait on him for that pur- 
pose. 

Voted, That George Jaffrey, Esquire, have time till 
Tuesday next, forenoon, to bring his Treasurer's Accounts 
to this Congress for settlement. 

Voted, That Lieutenant-Colonel John Hale be Colonel 
of the Regiment lately commanded by Colonel Lutwyche ; 
Robert Reid, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Samuel Grte- 
ly, First Major; and William McQueslen, Second Major. 

Voted, That Enoch Hale, Esquire, be Colonel of the 
Regiment lately commanded by Colonel Kidder ; Thomas 
Hale, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Captain Robert Wilson, First 
Major; and Asa Brigham, Second Major. 

Voted, That the Sloop in Mr. Joshua Wentworth's care, 
which lately arrived at Portsmouth, be not permitted to 
depart out of the Port of Piscataqua, until further orders 
of the Congress. 

Friday, November 3, 1775. 
Voted, That the Hon. Matthew Thornton, Esquire, the 
Hon. Meshech Weare, Esquire, Ebenezer Thompson, Es- 
quire, Mr. Nathaniel Rogers, John Dudley, Wyseman 
Claggett, and Benjamin Giles, Esquires, be a Committee 
to bring in a draft of a Petition from this Congress to the 
Continental Congress, setting forth the state of this Colony, 
and praying their direction for some speedy mode of Go- 
vernment and execution of justice in this Colony, and that 
the Committee lay the said draft before this Congress as 
soon as may be. 

Voted, That the Regiment lately commanded by the 
Hon. Matthew Thornton, Esquire, be divided into two 
Regiments, and that the bounds between the two old 
Towns of Londonderry and Chester be the bounds be- 
tween said Regiments. 

Upon hearing the Petition of Sarah Lutwyche, concern- 
ing her Ferry being taken from her by the Committees 
of Merrimack and Litchfield, and hearing Mr. Jonathan 
Blanchard, in behalf of said Committees, 

Resolved, That the said Ferry ought to be immediately 
given up to the said Petitioner, and that the person who 
has improved the same, under the direction of the afore- 
said Committees, account to the Petitioner for the profits 
that have arose since he has held it by order of said Com- 
mittees. 

Saturday, November 4, 1775. 
Voted, That the Delegates or Representatives to be 
chosen to represent this Colony in future shall be chosen 
by the voices, or votes, of the Electors, and not by the va- 
lue of their estates. 



That every Elector for Representatives in this Colony 
be possessed of a freehold, or real estate, of the value of 
twenty Pounds, lawful money, in such Town or place 
where the election shall be. 

That every person, so elected, shall be worth three hun- 
dred Pounds, lawful money, in real estate in this Colony ; 
the election to be adjudged of by the Selectmen and the 
Moderator of the meeting, saving an appeal to the Con- 
gress or House of Representatives. 

That every Town, Parish, or Precinct, in this Colony, 
containing one hundred freeholders as aforesaid, may send 
one Delegate or Representative to the Congress or Gene- 
ral Assembly, and that every such Town, Parish, or Pre- 
cinct, having a greater number of freeholders, may send a 
Member for every hundred such freeholders. 

That Precepts be sent to every Town, Parish, or Pre- 
cinct, in this Colony, directing them to elect a Member, 
and send to the Congress to be holden at Exeter, in said 

Colony, on the day of next, if such Town, 

Parish, or Precinct, contain an hundred such freeholders; 
and if not, then to couple with one or more other Towns 
or Parishes, until they make up that number of such free- 
holders. 

Tuesday, November 7, 1775. 
Upon the Petition of a number of the training Soldiers 
in East-Kingston, against Lieutenant-Colonel Gale, for un- 
fair proceedings in the election of Officers in that Com- 
pany, 

Voted, That Nathaniel Balch, David Laurence, Esq., 
Deacon Knowles, Samuel Dudley, Esq., Abel Webster, 
Captain Caleb Page, Mr. John Cragin, Deacon Benjamin 
Brown, and Samuel Chase, Esq., be a Committee to ex- 
amine into the subject-matter of said Petition, and to hear 
the said Gale and the Petitioners thereon, and make report 
to this Congress as soon as may be. 

Voted, That the Port of Piscataqua, and Fortresses 
lately built for the defence of it, be supported and main- 
tained by this Colony. That two hundred men be inlisted 
and employed as Matrosses or Artillery-Men, including 
those already inlisted and employed for the support and 
defence of the said Fortresses, for the term or space of two 
months, unless they, or any number of them, should be dis- 
charged sooner, by order of the Congress or Committee of 
Safety for this Colony. 

Voted, That three hundred men, Officers included, be 
inlisted and employed as Soldiers for the support and de- 
fence of said Fortresses, and other posts and passes in and 
about Piscataqua Harbour, for the term or space of two 
months, unless they, or any number of them, should be dis- 
charged sooner, by order of the Congress or Committee of 
Safely of this Colony. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety be and hereby 
are empowered and directed to receive, allow, and pay 
such Accounts as shall be laid before them, for doctoring, 
nursing, and boarding sick and wounded Soldiers, in the 
service of this Colony, as they shall judge to be reason- 
able and well vouched. 

Voted, That the Selectmen of the several Towns, Pa- 
rishes, and Precincts, in this Colony, who have supplied 
any of the Soldiers, inlisted in the service of this Colony, 
with Guns, immediately render their Accounts to the Com- 
mittee of Safety, particularly distinguishing those which the 
Soldiers are to allow the value of, from those which are to 
be returned, and six Shillings allowed for the use of them ; 
also, the names of each person who received said Guns, 
and what Company each belonged to. 

Voted, That the Soldiers in the service of this Colony, 
in the Continental Army, be allowed nine Pence per day 
for billeting, from the time of their marching until they 
arrived at Head-Quarters. 

Voted, That each non-Commissioned Officer and Sol- 
dier, in the Corps commanded by Colonel Bedel, in the 
Continental Army commanded by General Schuyler, be 
paid twenty-four Shillings, in lieu of a Coat promised him. 

Voted, That Nicholas Gilman, Esq., Captain Nathaniel 
Rogers, and Benjamin Giles, Esq., be a Committee to ex- 
amine and audit the Accounts of the Committee of Sup- 
plies, and make report thereon as soon as maybe; and 
also to audit and examine the Accounts of the Committee 
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appointed to procure Fire-Arms, and report thereon as 
soon as may be. 

Voted, That it be recommended to the several Tavern- 
ers and Retailers in this Colony, to render an account, on 
oath, if required, (which oath any Selectman is empowered 
to administer,) of all Liquors sold by them, respectively, 
for which excise has been usually paid, to the Selectmen 
of their respective Towns, Parishes, or Precincts, from the 
first Tuesday in November, 1774, to the first Tuesday in 
November, 1775, and pay said Selectmen said excise, at 
the same rate as for several years last past has been paid 
in this Colony ; and the several Selectmen are desired to 
be careful in collecting and returning the same to the Re- 
ceiver-General of this Colony, and the Receiver-General 
is directed to allow said Selectmen five per cent, out of 
said money, as a reward for their service. And all Select- 
men are desired, if any person, or persons, whom they know 
to have sold Spirituous Liquors refuses to pay his, her, or 
their excise as aforesaid, to return Iris, her, or their name, 
or names, to the Receiver-General. 

Voted, That one hundred and sixty Handbills, to con- 
tain the above Vote, be forthwith printed and dispersed to 
the several Towns, Parishes, and Precincts, in this Co- 
lony . 

Voted, That every Deserter from any Corps, in the 
Forces raised by this Colony for the Continental Army, be 
apprehended by the Committees of the respective places 
where they may be found, and conveyed by them to Head- 
Quarters, at Cambridge, as soon as may be. 

Wednesday, November 3, 1775. 

Voted, That Colonel Wingate, Lieut. Colonel Burn- 
ham, and Major Hackett, have the command of the five 
hundred men raised for the preservation and defence of the 
Fortresses on Piscataqua River, and that they nominate 
four Captains to command four Companies to be raised, 
provided the men be inlisted immediately in consequence 
of their said nomination ; and that Major Weeks be ap- 
pointed to communicate the votes of this Congress to the 
said Officers, and make return to this Congress as soon as 
may be. 

Voted, That Captain Pierce Long be appointed Bar- 
raekmaster to the Forces raised for the preservation and 
defence of the Harbour of Piscataqua, and the Fortresses 
thereon, and that Major George Gains be appointed Quar- 
termaster to the said Forces. 

Voted, That the Matrosses or Artillery-Men be divided 
into two Companies, to be commanded by Captain Titus 
Salter and Captain Eliphalet Daniels. 

Voted, That Jacob Worthen, Robert Parker, and Wil- 
liam Hackett, be allowed and paid four Shillings and six 
Pence per day, for their services as Master Carpenters, 
and that the other Carpenters be allowed and paid three 
Shillings per day, for their wages. 

It being represented that the Butchers in Portsmouth 
havino- taken unreasonable fees for killing Cattle drove into 
Portsmouth for the use of the inhabitants, as well as the 
Provincial Forces now employed in and about Piscataqua 
Harbour, which measure is very oppressive ; therefore, 

Voted and Resolved, by this Congress, That the said 
Butchers refund all such unreasonable fees, and, for the 
future, take none such, or that such Butchers be not suf- 
fered to kill any more Beef in said Town, for the use of 
the said Forces. 

Captain Shadrach Hodgdon's Account, for supplying 
Fascines for the Batteries, being read, 

Voted, That it be allowed and paid by the Committee 
of Supplies. 

Voted,, That the Selectmen of Newmarket be sent for 
to attend the Congress forthwith, and answer for their neg- 
lect of numbering their Inhabitants, according to the order 
of this Congress. 

Voted, That Ebenezer Thompson, Esq., Samuel Sher- 
burne, Esq., the Hon. Colonel Meshech Weare, Benjamin 
Giles, Esq., and Richard Downing, Esq., be a Commit- 
tee to audit and examine the Accounts of George Jaffrey, 
Esq., late Treasurer of this Colony, and make report to this 
Congress as soon as may be 



Voted, That the Hon. Matthew Thornton, Esquire, be 
Colonel of Londonderry Regiment of Militia, lately com- 
manded by himself; that William Gregg be his Lieute- 
nant-Colonel ; that John Pinkerton be his First Major, and 
that James McGregor, Jun., be his Second Major. 

Voted, That John Webster, Esq., be Colonel of Chester 
Regiment ; Nathaniel Emerson be his Lieutenant-Colonel ; 
that Josiah Fogg be his First Major, and that William 
White be his Second Major. 

Voted, That Samuel Shepherd be First Major of Col- 
onel David Hobart's Regiment, and that Alexander Craige 
be second Major of said Regiment. 

Thursday, November 9, 1775. 

Voted, That Captain Ezekitl Worthen be and hereby 
is ordered to pay all due obedience to the orders of this 
Congress, respecting the business as Engineer, at the Port 
of Piscataqua. 

Voted, That Abraham Drake be Lieutenant-Colonel of 
the Third Regiment of Militia in this Colony, commanded 
by Colonel Moulton ; that Enoch Page be First Major, and 
William Prescott be Second Major of said Regiment. 

Upon a motion made by Captain Pierce Long, and 
seconded by Mr. Samuel Sherburne, respecting the legality 
of General Folsom's holding a seat in this House, 

Voted, That the consideration of that matter be not now 
taken up, nor until there be a fuller House. 

LTpon reading a Petition of Mark Duty, representing 
that Joseph Smith and Nehcmiah Hadley, both of Wynd- 
ham, had, in consequence of a warrant from the Commit- 
tee of Safety of said Wyndham, unconstitutionally deprived 
him of his liberty, for some time, and had taken from him 
a Cow, and disposed thereof to their own use, and praying 
relief, &,c. : 

Voted, That the said Smith and Hadley, and also Peter 
Mcrril and Samuel Morrison, all of Wyndham, be notified 
to appear before this Congress on Saturday, the 11th in- 
stant, to answer for their conduct respecting the matters 
complained of, by reading the complaint and order of Con- 
gress to each of them. 

Voted, That all those men who have served as Soldiers 
on the late alarm at Portsmouth (such men being properly 
inlisted at said Portsmouth) be paid as Soldiers in the 
Army, except Coats, Sic, and also all others who went 
down, and can make it appear that they did duty there at 
said time, exclusive of those who are under pay in the 
Continental Army; and that no more Officers be paid as 
such, than one Captain, one Lieutenant, and one Ensign, 
to each forty Privates. 

Voted, That the Thanks of this Congress be given to 
those gentlemen that generously laboured on the Batteries 
and other works at Portsmouth, on the late sudden alarm- 
ing emergency. 

Voted, That all the Votes of Saturday last, respecting 
electing Delegates or Representatives, and the qualifica- 
tions of the Electors and elected, and the manner of choos- 
ing and sending them, be, and hereby are reconsidered, and 
made void. 

Voted, That the Honourable Meshech Weare, Esq., Wil- 
liam Whipple, Richard Downing, John Dudley, Timothy 
Walker, Esq., Ebenezer Thompson, Ebenezer Smith, Dea- 
con James Knowles, Wyseman Claggett, Esq., Jonathan 
Martin, and Captain Caleb Page, Samuel Ashley, Ben- 
jamin Giles, Esq., Israel Morey, Esq., and Abel Webster, 
be a Committee to frame and bring in a plan for the future 
Representation of the people of this Colony. 

Voted, That Captain John Demeritt be First Major of 
the Second Regiment of Militia in this Colony, and Cap- 
tain Moses Yeaton Second Major. 

Friday, November 10, 1775. 
Voted, That there be forthwith inlisted in the service 
of this Colony, for the defence and security of the Har- 
bour of Piscataqua, and the Fortresses there, eight hun- 
dred men, officers included, to be divided into eight Com- 
panies, and officered with one Captain, two Lieutenants, 
and one Ensign, to each Company, and to remain in the 
service two months, unless they or any number of them be 
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sooner discharged by the Congress or Committee of Safety, 
and they be under the command of the Field-Officers now 
there, viz: Colonel Joshua Wingate, Lieutenant-Colonel 
John Burnam, and Major James Hackett ; and that Major 
Stephen Clark, of Epping, Captain Caleb Hodgdon, of 
Dover, Captain Parsons, of Rye, Captain Henry Elkins, 
of Hampton, Major Peter Coffin, of Evettr, Captain Jacob 

Webster, of , Moses baker, of Candia, and Captain 

David Copp, of Wakefield, be the Captains of the said 
eight Companies, and that Captain Baker's two Lieute- 
nants be in Londonderry Regiment, provided they raise 
half the Company, or forty-eight men. 

That Orders be given to the Captains to inlist said Com- 
pany in the following Form, viz: 

" In Congress at Exeter, November, 1775. 

"To 

" Sir: You are hereby empowered immediately to inlist 
a Company, to consist of ninety-six able-bodied, effective 
men, well accoutred with arms and blankets, including 
Sergeants and Corporals, as soldiers in the New-Hamp- 
shire service, for the defence of Picataqua Harbour, lor 
the term of two months, unless discharged sooner ; and you 
are hereby informed you shall be entitled to the command, 
as Captain of said Company, when raised, and to nominate 
three persons to serve as subalterns under you, and that 
both officers and soldiers shall be paid the same wages as 
the Continental Troops are, exclusive of coats and blan- 
kets; and that the Soldiers sign the following Inlistment, 
viz: 

" We, the subscribers, do severally inlist ourselves as 
Soldiers in the New-Hampshire service, for the defence of 
Piscalaqua Harbour, for the term of two months, unless 
discharged sooner; and we hereby promise to submit our- 
selves to all the orders and regulations of the Army, and 
faithfully to observe and obey all such orders as we shall 
receive from time to time from our officers." 

Saturday, November 11, 1775. 

Voted, That it be and hereby is recommended to the 
President of this Congress, to write to the Continental Con- 
gress and to General Washington, in the name of this Con- 
gress, a recommendation of Dr. Hall Jackson to be Chief 
Surgeon of the Northern Division of the Continental Army, 
or to appoint him in any other way, according to his merit. 

Voted, That a Committee of three persons be chosen 
to examine the several Committees' Accounts, and make 
report to this Congress as soon as may be ; and that John 
Dudley, Esq., Capt. Pierce Long, and Nathaniel Batch- 
elder, Esq., be the said Committee. 

Voted, That Captain Joseph Spencer be Second Major 
of Colonel Timothy Walker's Regiment of Minute-Men, 
in the room and stead of Major Benjamin Goold, who hath 
resigned. 

Voted, That the several sums advanced by the Members 
of this Congress, for the use of this Colony, be added to the 
Pay-Roll, and lodged with the Treasurer for payment. 

Voted, That the Members of this Congress be paid for 
Sundays and travel, according to the method of the late 
General Assembly, and that the Members of the late Gen- 
eral Assembly be paid in the same manner. 

Adjourned to Monday, the 13th, two o'clock, P. M. 

Monday, November 13, 1775. 
The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Upon a motion made, for considering the matter and 
form of Representation in this Colony in future, 

Voted, That the consideration of that matter be put off 
till to-morrow. 

Voted, That the Wages of the Committee of Supplies, 
employed by this Congress, be now established, and that 
it be four Shillings per day, each. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety be paid six Shil- 
lings per day, besides all their expenses, in the recess of 
the Congress. 

Voted, That the Committee for procuring Fire-Arms 
lay their Accounts before this Congress, for allowance. 

Voted, That Mr. President Thornton, Mr. Secretary 



Thompson, Colonel Samuel Hobart, John Dudley, Esq., 
Colonel Whipple, Benjamin Giles, Esq., General Folsom, 
Mr. Cragin, Colonel Walker, Mr, Prentice, Colonel David 
Oilman, Colonel More.y, Deacon Knowles, and Ebenezer 
Smith, Esq., be a Committee to prepare a plan for Repre- 
sentanon of the people of this Colony in future, and lay it 
before the Congress. 

Thursday, November 14, 1775. 

Voted, That the Votes of yesterday, respecting the 
Wages and Pay of the Committee of Supplies and the 
Committee of Safety, be reconsidered, and made void. 

Voted, That Dr. Hall Jackson be paid, out of the pub- 
lick Treasury of this Colony, in full for his good services 
to this Colony, from the 19th day of June last to the 4th 
of August last, the sum of fifteen Pounds per month, and 
that he receive a Commission from this Congress as Chief 
Surgeon of the New- Hampshire Troops in the Continental 
Army. 

Voted, That a Committee of this House, viz: John Dud- 
ley, Esq., Benjamin Giles, Esq., Jchabod Rawlins, Esq., 
Captain Moult on, and Mr. Sparhawk, be appointed to take 
under consideration the behaviour of Samuel Dyer, a person 
complained of as an enemy to this country, and make re- 
port thereon to this Congress to-morrow morning. 

Voted, To appoint Officers for the Artillery Company 
at Portsmouth, and that Captain George Turner be Cap- 
tain of said Company. 

Voted, That Captain Shadrach Hodgdon's Account, for 
Stakes for the Batteries, Sic, amounting to four Pounds, 
be allowed and paid by the Committee of Supplies. 

Voted, That Captain Ephraim Weston's Account, for 
services done for this Colony, in the year 1773, amounting 
to thirty-three Shillings, be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury. 

The Committee appointed to report a method for Rep- 
resentation, beg leave to lay the following plan before the 
Congress, viz : 

That every legal inhabitant, paying taxes, shall be a 
voter. 

That every person elected shall have a real estate, in 
this Colony, of the value of two hundred Pounds, lawful 
money. 

That no person be allowed a seat in Congress who shall, 
by themselves or any person at their desire, treat with 
liquors, &c., any electors, with an apparent view of gain- 
ing their votes, or by treating after an election on that 
account. 

That the Towns, Parishes, and places in this Colony, be 
represented as follows, viz : 

Portsmouth, 3 ; Hampton, 1 ; Northampton, 1 ; Exeter, 
2 ; Londonderry, 2 ; Newcastle, 1 ; Rye, 1 ; *Kingston and 
East-Kingston, l;*Sandown and Hawke, 1; Greenland, 1; 
Newington, 1 ; Stratham, 1 ; Newmarket, 1 ; *Southamp- 
ton and Newtown, 1; Kensington, 1; *Plastow and Atkin- 
son, 1 ; Hampstead, 1 ; Salem, I; Pelham, 1 ; Chester, 2; 
Candia, 1; *Raymond and Poplin, 1 ; Brentwood, 1 ; *Hamp- 
ton Falls and Seabrook, 1; Nottingham, 1; *Deerfield and 
Northwood, 1; *Canterbury and London, 1; *Chichester, 
Epsom and Allenstown, 1 ; Pembroke, 1 ; Wyndham, 1 ; 
*Bow and Dumbarton, 1; Concord, 1; Epping, 1 — in Rock- 
ingham, 38. 

Dover 2 ; Madbury, 1 ; Durham, 1 ; Lee, 1 ; Somers- 
worth, 1 ; Barrington, 1 ; *Gilmanton and Barnstead, 1 ; 
*Sanbornton and Meredith, 1; Rochester, 1; *Leavittston, 
Wakefield and Middleton, 1 ; *New-Durham, The Gore 
and Wolfburgh, 1 ; *Moultonburgh, Sandwich and Tara- 
worth, 1 — in Stafford, 13. 

Amherst, 2; *Litchfield and Nottingham West, 1; Dun- 
stable, 1; Hollis, 1; *Merrimack and Bedford, 1; *Derry- 
field and Goffestown, 1; Wearq, 1; Hopkinton, 1; *Hen- 
niker, Deering, Hillsborough and Society Land, 1; *France- 
town and New-Boston, 1; New-Ipswich, 1; *Boscawen and 
Salisbury, r,*Temple and Peterborough,! ;*Wihon, Lynds- 
borough, Mile-Strip and Daxbury Farm, 1; *Mason and 
Raby, 1; *New-Briton, Warner, Perrystown and Fishers- 
field, 1 — in Hillsborough, 17. 

*Rindge, Jaffrey and Peterborough-Slip, 1; *Dublin and 
Monadnock, No. 5, 1; *Packersfield, Stoddard, Washing- 
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ton and Gilsiim, 1 ; *Mailow, Surry and Alstead, 1 ; *Hins- 
dale and Chesterfield, 1 ; Winchester, 1 ; Richmond, 1 ; 
*Swansey and Fitzwilliam, 1;. Keene, J; Westmoreland, 1; 
Walpole, 1 ; Charlestown, 1 ; *Cornish, Plainfield, Pio- 
tect worth and Grantham, ] ; Claremont, 1 -^*Unity, Ac- 
worth, Lempster, Savile, Croydon and Newport, 1 — in 
Cheshire, 15. 

*Newchester, Plymouth, Cockermouth and Alexandria, 
1; *Romney, Holderness, Campton and Thornton, 1; *Le- 
banon, Hanover, Pelham, Canaan, Cardigan and Grafton, 
1; *Lyme, Or ford, Dorchester, Wentworih, Parmont and 
Warren, 1; *Haverhill, Bath, Lyman, Gunthwait, LandafF 
and Morriston, 1; *Apthorp, Lancaster, Northumberland, 
Stratford, Cockburn, Colburn, Conway, Shelburne and the 
Towns above, 1 — in Grafton, 6. 

Rockingham, ----------38 

Strafford, 13 

Hillsborpugh, ---------- J7 

Cheshire, -----------15 

Grafton, - ------ 6 

Total, 89 
That precepts, signed by the President of this Congress, 
be sent to the Selectmen of each Town named in this list, 
singly to be represented, to elect and choose a person to 
represent them in Congress, to meet at Exeter on the 21st 
day of December next ; also, to the Town or Parish marked 
with this mark (*), where Towns or Parishes are classed 
together, to notify the several Towns or Parishes, in their 
respective classes, to meet at the most convenient place in 
their Town or Parish, to accommodate the whole electors, 
to choose some person qualified to represent them as afore- 
said ; and all Selectmen are directed to give the electors 
fifteen clays' notice of the time and occasion of meeting; 
said members, when met, to sit in Congress as often and so 
long as they shall judge requisite for acting on the publick 
business of this Colony, and to be empowered by their con- 
stituents to prosecute such measures as they may deem 
necessary for the publick good, during the term of one year 
from their first meeting, unless they shall see fit to dissolve 
themselves sooner. 

And in case there should be a recommendation from the 
Continental Congress for this Colony to assume Govern- 
ment in any way that will require a House of Representa- 
tives, that then said Congress for this Colony be empowered 
to resolve themselves into such a House as may be recom- 
mended, and remain such for the aforesaid term of one 
year. 

And it is further recommended, that each Town or Pa- 
rish, who sends a member to said Congress, pay him for 
his attendance ; and where Towns or Parishes are classed 
together, in their choice, that they pay their member in 
the same proportion as they pay Province taxes; all the 
pay for their travel to be paid out of the Colony Trea- 
sury. 

Which plan of future representation being read, under- 
stood, and considered in Congress, 

Voted, That the same be accepted, and made a Resolve 
of this Congress, and entered accordingly. 



Wednesday, November 15, 1775. 

The President being absent, 

Voted, That the Hon. Meshech Weare, Esq., be Presi- 
dent pro tempore of this Congress. 

Voted, That the Thanks of this Congress be presented 
to the Hon. Matthew Thornton, Esq., for his faithful and 
able conduct as President of this Congress. 

Voted, That Colonel David Gilman's Account, amount- 
ing to twenty-seven Shillings, for services done by order 
of Congress, be allowed and paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury. 

Voted, That the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge Odlin be paid 
out of the publick Treasury fifty Shillings, lawful money, 
for his good services in attending and praying with this 
Congress. 

Voted, That the Carpenters employed by Captain Wor- 
then, in conjunction with the Committee of Portsmouth, 
be paid wages according to their agreement. 

Voted, That the Hon. Matthew Thornton, Esq., be paid 
out of the publick Treasury six Pounds, lawful money, for 
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his time and trouble in going to Cambridge, and attending 
the Grand Council there. 

Voted and Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Con- 
gress, that Samuel Dyer ought to confine himself to his 
present place of abode in Berwick, and that it will not be 
prudent for him to be allowed to pass and repass in this 
Colony at present. 

Voted, To add two persons to the Committee for audit- 
ing the Accounts of the Committee for procuring Fire- 
Arms, and thai David Gilman and John Mc Clary, Esq's, 
be of that Committee, and that said Committee make a 
final settlement of said Accounts. 

Voted, That a Committee of three persons be chosen, 
to carry into execution the Resolve of the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress at Philadelphia, of Thursday, the 26th 
of October last, respecting exporting to the foreign West- 
Indies, Provisions, Sic, for the purpose of importing Arms, 
Ammunition, Sulphur, and Saltpetre ; and that Captain 
Pierce Long, Samuel Cults, and Samuel Sherburne, Es- 
quires, be the Committee for that purpose ; and that a sum 
not exceeding two thousand Pounds be employed (for cargo) 
for the said purposes, at the proper risk of this Colony; 
and that the said Committee have leave to send, if they 
think expedient, to any foreign port for the said commodi- 
ties. 

Voted, That Colonel Evans, Mr. Sherburne, and Mr. 
Cutis, be a Committee to wait on General Sullivan, now in 
Town, and inform him that at his request this Congress is 
ready to hear him. 

Voted, That a Vote of this Congress, of the 10th of 
June last, respecting' Town Officers, be forthwith printed 
in handbills, and distributed to the several Towns and 
places in this Colony. 

The subject matter of the Petition of Mark Duty being 
heard and considered by a Committee of this House, viz : 
Benjamin Brown, Joseph Bartlett, Abraham Page, Zac- 
cheus Clough, and David Lawrence, the said Committee 
made report, that the Cow in question be restored to the 
Petitioner, and the Committee of Safety of Wyndham had 
no power to try the case, and therefore it ought to stand 
dismissed, and no cost be paid on either side. 
Which Report being read and considered, 
Voted, That the same be accepted, and passed into a 
Resolve of this House. 

The Committee of this House, viz : Nathaniel Balch, 
David Lawrence, Samuel Dudley, Esq., Abel Webster, 
James Knowles, Benjamin Brown, John Cragin, Samuel 
Chase, Esq., and Captain Caleb Page, being appointed to 
examine into the subject matter of the complaint of a num- 
ber of the training Soldiers in East-Kingston, against Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Gale, for undue measures taken in the ap- 
pointment of the Officers in the Militia there, having heard 
the said parties, report thereon : That the proceedings of 
Colonel Gale, with respect to the warning, and his pro- 
ceedings in the choice of their Officers in that Company, 
were illegal, and not agreeable to the Resolves of the Con- 
gress in that respect, and that tire said Company ought to 
have the benefit of a new choice of Officers. 
Which Report being read and considered, 
Voted, That the same be accepted, and pass into a Re- 
solve of this House. 

Voted, That the Thanks of this House be given to his 
Excellency General Washington, for his early care and 
notice taken of this Colony, in sending General Sullivan 
and other assistance to us, when we were in grea,t fear and 
distress. 

Voted, That the Thanks of this House be given to the 
Hon. General Sullivan, for his great care and pains in as- 
sisting us to defend our Harbour and Fortresses, when we 
were in great fear and distress. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety, or of Correspon- 
dence, in each Town or Parish in this Colony, be desired 
to transmit to the Congress, or to the Committee of Safety 
for this Colony, the names and places of abode of all such 
persons as they suspect to be in any ways inimical to this 
country, with the causes and evidence of such suspicions, 
and that this vote be primed in handbills, and dispersed 
through this Colony. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety, appointed by this 
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Congress, be and remain a Committee of Safety for this 
Colony; and that they, or the major part of them, act in 
the same manner and with the same authority as hereto- 
fore, until the sitting of the next Congress or General As- 
sembly of this Colony. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety attend General 
Sullivan at Portsmouth, on Tuesday next, to take under 
their consideration such matters and things as he shall lay 
before them. 

Thursday, November 16, 1775. 

Voted, That the Officers and Soldiers in the service of 
this Colony, in the Continental Army, be paid off up to 
the 4th day of August last, and Colonel Samuel Hobart 
and Colonel Timothy Walker be Paymasters for that pur- 
pose. 

Whereas sundry persons, hereafter named, have, at the 
motion of General Sullivan, by virtue of orders from his 
Excellency General Washington, in consequence of the 
Resolves of the honourable the Continental Congress, been 
called before a Committee of this Congress, on suspicion of 
their being inimical to this country and the cause of li- 
berty now contending for; which Committee having made 
report thereon to this Congress, it is thereupon voted and 
resolved by this Congress — 

1st. That John Parker, Esq., is a friend to this coun- 
try, and is accordingly set at full liberty. 

2d. That Isaac Rindge, Esq., remove himself to some 
place at least fifteen miles from Portsmouth, and from the 
sea, and riot on any occasion leave the Town or Parish he 
shall remove to, without leave of the Congress or Commit- 
tee of Safety. 

3d. That Captain William Torry remain at Neiomarket, 
and not on any occasion leave the said Town or Parish, 
without leave from the Congress or Committee of Safety. 

4th. That Mr. William Hart remove himself fifteen 
miles from Portsmouth, and from the sea, and not on any 
occasion leave the Town or Parish he shall remove to, 
without leave of the Congress or Committee of Safety. 

5th. That Captain Nathaniel Rogers confine himself to 
his own house and farm in Newmarket, or, if he shall choose 
it, to remove himself twenty miles from Portsmouth, and 
from the sea, and not on any occasion leave the Town or 
Parish he shall remove to, without leave of the Congress 
or Committee of Safety. 

6th. That George Jaffrey, Esq., remove himself ten 
miles at least from Portsmouth, and not on any occasion 
leave the Town or Parish he shall remove to, without leave 
of the Congress or Committee of Safety. 

7th. That Peter Oilman, Esq., confine himself to the 
Town of Exeter, and not on any occasion leave the said 
Town, without leave of the Congress or Committee of 
Safety. 

8th. That Mr. Jacob Sheafe, Jun., be desired to with- 
draw his Memorial against Edward Sherburne, and that said 
Sheafe be dismissed. 

9ih. That those persons, above named, who are enjoin- 
ed to remove from Portsmouth, have twenty days allowed 
them to remove. 

Voted, That Colonel Samuel Hobart be paid out of the 
publick Treasury ten Pounds, for twenty-seven days' ser- 
vice in going to Cambridge, and mustering and paying off 
the Soldiers there, and returning the Muster-Rolls. 

Voted, That Major Joseph Welch be paid out of the 
publick Treasury eight Pounds, for his service in attend- 
ing Colonel Hobart on the abovesaid services ; and also 
twenty Shillings for his services in going to Portsmouth. 

Voted, That Mr. Nathaniel Rogers be paid out of the 
Treasury twenty Shillings, for his services in settling Ac- 
counts as a Committee-man. 

Voted, That the Thanks of this House be given to Ma- 
jor Welch, for his care in raising Troops and forwarding 
them to Portsmouth. 

Voted, That Ebenezer Tibbetts be Second Major of 
Colonel Evans's Regiment. 

Voted, That the Commissions for the Majors of the First 
Regiment of IVIilitia in this Colony be not given out until 
the next Congress or Convention. 

Voted, That Colonel Evans be paid the balance of his 



Account, amounting to thirty-six Shillings, out of the pub- 
lick Treasury. 

Voted, That Joshua Wiggin be paid his Account as 
Doorkeeper and Messenger of this House, amounting to 
five Pounds and two Shillings, out of the publick Treasury. 

Voted, That Colonel Samuel Hobart's Account, amount- 
ing to eleven Pounds, eighteen Shillings, be allowed and 
paid him out of the publick Treasury. 

Voted, That Colonel Evans be allowed and paid out of 
the Treasury the balance of his Account for Fire-Arms, 
amounting to twenty-four Shillings and eight Pence half 
penny. 

Voted, That Colonel Jeremiah Folsom be allowed and 
paid out of the Treasury the balance of his Account for 
Fire-Arms, amounting to three Pounds, seven Shillings, 
two Pence, and one Farthing. 

Voted, That Mr. Edward Parsons be allowed and paid 
out of the publick Treasury his Account, amounting to 
thirty-seven Shillings and six Pence. 

Whereas it has been represented to this Congress that 
doubts have arisen in the minds of some persons respect- 
ing those who have been, in the usual and very reasonable 
method pointed out by the law of this Province, chosen to 
conduct the affairs of Towns, and, also, connected with it, 
whether Taxes granted by Towns, or by their representa- 
tives in Congress, should be collected and paid as usual, 
or in what manner Selectmen, Constables, he, should pro- 
ceed : The Congress, having taken the above into consi- 
deration, do recommend to all Towns, that with regard to 
all those who have been' in the usual reasonable manner 
chosen into any offices in Towns, they should, as formerly, 
be considered as the proper officers; also, that Towns, 
Selectmen, Constables, and other officers, proceed in the 
usual manner in granting moneys, assessing the inhabitants, 
and collecting any assessments, and discharging any other 
matters belonging to them, or any of them, unless where 
some particular direction of this or the General Congress 
shall interfere. 

We trust the good people of this Colony will readily 
coinply with this recommendation, and particularly that 
they will cheerfully pay the Constables and Collectors ; 
but if any, inimical to their country, or inattentive to the 
ruin which must ensue upon a contrary conduct, should 
refuse, we trust that all the friends of their country will 
effectually strengthen the hands of the Selectmen, Consta- 
bles, and Collectors. 

[Voted, That the Resolution of the Continental Con- 
gress, of November 3, on establishing Government in this 
Province, be entered on the Minutes.] 

" In Congress, Friday, November 3, 1775. 

" The Congress taking into consideration the Report of 
the Committee on the New-Hampshire Instructions, 

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the Provincial 
Convention of New-Hampshire, to call a full and free re- 
presentation of the people, and that the Representatives, if 
they think it necessary, establish such a form of Govern- 
ment as, in their judgment, will best produce the happiness 
of the people, and most effectually secure peace and good 
order in the Province during the continuance of the present 
dispute between Great Britain and the Colonies. 

" Extract from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

" By order of Congress : 

" John Hancock, President. 

" A copy. Attest : 

" Noah Emery, Deputy Secretary." 

Voted, That this Congress be, and hereby is dissolved. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

Portsmouth, November 1, 1775. 
Much respected Gentlemen: I enclose you a letter 
from Head-Quarters, calling for my presence immediately. 
Mr. Palfrey tells me he doubts not I may return in two 
or three days, and, by what he has communicated, I am 
convinced that I must return in a very short time. I am 
well satisfied that my presence can by no means be 
dispensed with at Head-Quarters. I am sorry the call 
was so sudden as to prevent my seeing the works com- 
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pleted and the Army formed. That you may know how 
far I have proceeded, I have directed the orderly book to 
be transmitted to you, with a return of the men in the sev- 
eral departments. I also enclose you a return of the stores 
in each fort, with what is wanting to make a proper de- 
fence, that you may know the state of your forts. I shall 
leave the artillery officers and men here with the com- 
pany of Rfflemen till my return, which will be as sudden 
as possible. 

Gentlemen, I am, with great esteem, your very humble 

servant, T „ 

John oullivan. 

Honourable Provincial Congress. 

P. S. I also enclose the Barrackm aster's return. 



COLONEL WINGATE TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 
Fort Sullivan, Sevey's Island, November 2, 1775. 
Gentlemen : I find it absolutely necessary that a per- 
son well acquainted with rivers and tides in the harbour be 
appointed to take the charge of the ships and fire-rafts; 
also, that a Surgeon be appointed constantly to reside and 
take care of the troops on Sevey's Island, in case of ac- 
cidents, which we are constantly exposed to, independent 
of what might be feared from the attacks of an enemy. To 
the first department I have appointed Captain Robert 
Parke, of Portsmouth, and to the latter Dr. Samuel Wig- 
glesworth, of Durham ; in which I beg the acquiescence 
of the honourable Congress, and that they would be pleased 

to ratify the same. T w 

J Joshua Wingate. 

To the Honourable the Congress at Exeter. 



FIELD-OFFICERS AT PORTSMOUTH TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE 
CONGRESS. 
Head-Quarters, Portsmouth, November 8, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The works at the entrance of the Piscat- 
aqua harbour, which are thought absolutely necessary to 
defend the same, are so extensive and so exceedingly ex- 
posed, by being situated on islands so difficult to re-enforce, 
that eight hundred men, including the company of Artil- 
lery, the men necessary to take care and manage the ship- 
ping and fire-rafts, is fully short of what we dare undertake 
to defend the same with for the first month ; after which 
time a much less number may be necessary, as the season 
of the year may be such as may render an attack less pro- 
bable : any military gentlemen that will undertake to de- 
fend the post with a less number, to them we will resign our 
command with pleasure. In the mean time we will remain 
at our respective posts, with all the men we can persuade 
to tarry until superseded or re-enforced. We most heartily 
thank the honourable Congress for the very great honour 
they have done us in nominating us to the command, and, 
with a sufficient number of men to make ourselves worth v 
of the trust the Congress have proposed to honour us with, 
we should accept with gratitude. 

Joshua Wingate, 
Jonathan Burnam, 
James Hackett. 



DOCTOR JACKSON TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

Portsmouth, November 8, 1775. 

Gentlemen : By order of General Sullivan, I raised a 
company of Artillery, consisting of forty-two men, officers 
included. Their particular duty was to take care and ex- 
ercise the brass field ordnance, and in case of attack to 
move with said artillery from place to place, as they should 
be ordered. The term of their enlistment was fifteen days, 
which will be expired by the 15ih instant. The pieces 
and utensils are of great value, and I have in my possession 
the following valuable and important stores, viz : sixty 
rounds of flannel cartridges, with canisters of lead shot — 
each canister contains forty-eight musket balls ; forty 
rounds of paper cartridges ; twenty-four single canisters 
charged, each four hundred and eighty-two balls; six dozen 
turned wooden wads ; one dozen port-fires ; twenty-four 
vent-tubes, charged with quick match and composition. 
Many of the stores I received, by a special request, from 
the laboratory at Cambridge, and are of too much impor- 
tance to be left without proper persons to take care of 



them. I beg to know whether some few of the Company 
may not be retained in the service for the said purpose, 
and whether 1 shall keep the stores in my hands until fur- 
ther orders. 

I am, with great respect, your humble servant, 

Hall Jackson. 

P. S. Further stores : One dozen tubes uncharged ; 
three dozen two and three-quarters iron round-shot; three 
port-fire stocks ; three small bundles slow-fire match. 



PORTSMOUTH COMMITTEE TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 
Committee-Hall, Portsmouth, November 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen : On the representation of the Delegates 
for this town, representing the inhabitants in Congress, 
that a motion being made we should take under considera- 
tion a recompense for Dr. Hall Jackson's services as sur- 
geon to the Army at Head-Quarters, do, in consequence 
thereof, beg leave to inform the Congress, that on the 
news arriving in this town of the battle at Charlesiown, 
in June last, and being well informed that a gentleman of 
known abilities in surgery was much wanted, did immedi- 
ately apply to Dr. Jackson, and entreated his setting off 
for the camp without delay, to assist any distressed officers 
or soldiers that might be unfortunately wounded. Where- 
upon, he expressed a readiness, and observed he would, at 
our request, proceed without delay, and trust to a future 
day for reward. We therefore take the liberty to repre- 
sent, that Dr. Jackson set off the 19th June on the pur- 
pose aforesaid, and was continued in that service till the 
17th October, excepting about three weeks. At different 
times he was in this town to visit his family, in which 
time he was constantly employed in constructing carriages 
and mounting sundry field-pieces. For which services 
this Committee, with deference to the honourable Con- 
gress, adjudge an allowance of fifteen pounds, lawful 
money, per month, for all services and expenses during 
the time aforesaid. 

By order of the Committee: 

H. Wentworth, Chairman. 

To the Honourable Congress for the Colony of New- 
Hampshire. 

josiah bartlett to the new-hampshire committee of 
safety. 

Philadelphia, November 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Enclosed I transmit to you the letter di- 
rected to the Speaker of our House of Assembly. I sup- 
pose it came from England, sent by the agents who pre- 
sented the late petition of Congress. By it you will be 
able to guess what will be the fate of that petition. 

I also send you a duplicate of the vote of Congress con- 
cerning our civil affairs. The first copy of the vote was 
sent November 6th. Yesterday Captain Langdon set off 
on his journey to Canada, so that I am left here alone to 
act in behalf of our Colony. I don't expect him here any 
more during this session of the Congress. 

When the Congress will rise, can't say; but fear it can't 
till winter, if it can before spring. The affair of the ships 
taken at Portsmouth has not been considered by Congress, 
by reason of urgent business ; but 1 expect soon that that 
and several other captures will be taken under considera- 
tion, and some general rules adopted. When any thing is 
determined on it, will inform you by the first opportunity. 

I am directed by the Congress to send you the enclosed 
resolves for making saltpetre, and I would earnestly recom- 
mend the putting them in practice. It appears, from sev- 
eral experiments in this Colony, that the surface of the 
earth that has been for some years kept from the rain will 
produce saltpetre. The floor of a meeting-house being 
taken up, the earth under it produced one pound from 
every bushel ; under barns, stables, &,c, much more. 
There appears to be no more art in making it than in 
making potash. When the liquor is properly boiled, and 
put into pans to cool, it shoots and sticks to the bottom 
and sides very beautifully. The liquor may then be easily 
drained off, and either boiled over again or put on another 
mash. Though probably the Continent will be well sup- 
plied with powder in the spring, yet it is best by all means 
to put it out of the power of our enemies to defeat us of 
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that necessary article, by supplying ourselves, and if we 
have a double or treble quantity it will be no damage, and 
in future save our cash from being sent abroad after it. 
I am, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

Josiah Bartlett. 

The Committee of Safety, New-Hampshire. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL 

SCHUYLER. 
la Committee of Safety, November 18, 1775. 

Sir : The very interesting and pleasing account of the 
surrender of the fort at St. John's is just arrived by ex- 
press from Colonel Bedel; an event which we esteem 
highly favourable to the cause of American liberty, as well 
as honourable to the officers who directed the measures for 
obtaining that important post. 

The troops from this 'Colony, commanded by Colonel 
Bedel, were, by advice of General Washington, offered to 
be joined to your Army, as a part of the number voted by 
the Continental Congress for that service. This Colony 
only paid them one month's wages before their march. 
Colonel Bedel informs us they are very much distressed 
for the want of clothing in this severe season. We have 
sent him three hundred pounds, out of an inadequate sum 
reserved to send beyond the seas to purchase ammunition, 
which is all. we can advance, unless in paper bills, which 
we understand have no currency in Canada. We there- 
fore desire you will advance, if in your power, out of the 
Continental chest, what is absolutely necessary for their 
future subsistence and comfort while in the service ; and 
this Colony will be always ready, with respect to that and 
all other matters, to acquiesce in and obey the resolutions 
of the Continental Congress. 

In behalf of the Committee, I am, with great esteem, 
yours, &c. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COL. BEDEL. 
In Committee of Safety, November 18, 1775. 

Sir: Last evening Mr. Grant arrived here with your 
letter of the 2d instant, containing the agreeable news of 
the surrender of St. John's, Sic. We are very sensible 
that your men, without some assistance, must suffer from 
the cold, in so severe a climate, and are anxious to do 
every thing in our power for their relief. From the very 
circunistanee of their being ordered to join General Schuy- 
ler's Army, we supposed they were to be considered as 
Continental troops, and therefore no .provision has been 
made for them by the Congress of this Colony. You say 
paper money will not pass there; no other can be procured 
here on any terms. There is a small sum of silver and 
gold in our treasury, reserved for the purpose of procuring 
ammunition beyond sea, out of which we have put into 
the hands of Israel Morey, Esq., three hundred pounds, 
lawful money, to be by him transmitted for the benefit of 
the troops put under your command by the Congress of 
this Colony, as he shall judge most safe and convenient ; 
which we hope they will lay out for such clothing as is 
most necessary for them, and that you will endeavour to 
prevent their expending it unnecessarily, more especially as 
it is all of tlie kind that they can possibly be supplied with 
from hence. We have wrote to Generals Schuyler and 
Montgomery on the subject of supplies and pay for your 
men, and desired them to assist you in every thing neces- 
sary to make your companies as comfortable as possible. 

Hoping, ere this reaches you, comfortable habitations may 
be your lot, and that all your efforts for the good of the 
country may be crowned with happy success ; that you 
may, in due time, safely return to your friends and fami- 
lies with the laurels of victory, and be well rewarded for 
your services and sufferings by your countrymen, is the 
desire of your most obedient servants. 



COMMITTEE OF SA.FETY TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE DELEGATES 

IN CONGRESS. 

In Committee of Safety, November 21, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The Committee of Supplies, and others 

concerned in supplying and paying our troops, have not, 

as yet, been able to close their accounts in such a manner 

as that we could make out the Colony accounts against 



the Continent, but have proceeded so far as to be sure that 
supplying and paying our troops to the 4th of August, 
with what we advanced to those gone in Colonel Arnold's 
detachment, and those now in Canada under the command 
of General Schuyler, will amount to upwards of twenty 
thousand pounds, lawful money. To avoid the necessity 
of emitting more paper money for our own internal charges, 
we desire you would request the honourable Congress to 
make a grant of such a part of the aforesaid sum as they 
shall see fit, and our accounts shall be transmitted as soon 
as a settlement can be made with the persons who have 
transacted the business. The number of the inhabitants 
in the several towns in this Colony, directed by our Con- 
gress to be taken by the several and respective Selectmen, 
and returned under oath, has cheerfully been complied 
with, and we send you enclosed the list as returned, ex- 
cept those where only the columns of the sum total are 
filled up, which not being returned, we have set down by 
the best information we could obtain, and are confident we 
have done it very near the true number; however, shall 
forward those wanting whenever they come to hand, (which 
we daily expect,) so that the whole may be completed 
by the Selectmen's returns. 

The towns which did not return their numbers were filled 
up in the list sent the Continental Congress, as follows : 
Newcastle, - - - 530 Goffestown, - - - 520 
Kensington, - - 820 Salisbury, - - - - 220 
Allenstown, - - 150 Dunbarton, - - - 490 
Dover, - - - -1,614 Hillsborough,- - - 180 
Sanbornton, - - 350 Lyndeborough, - - 615 

Moultonborough, - 350 Baby, 320 

Tamworth,- - - 115 Society Land, - - 220 
Hanover, - - - 380 Hindsdale, - - - 70 
Lyman,- - - - 40 Charlestoion, - - - 710 
Grafton, - - - 50 Acworth, - - - - 110 
Apthorp, - - - 15 Jaffrey, .... 175 
Wentworth, - - 60 Fitzwilliam, - - - 250 
Warren, - - - 60 Lempster, - - - - 155 
Amherst, - - - 1,410 



CAPTAIN THOMPSON TO PORTSMOUTH (NEW-HAMPSHIRE) 
COMMITTEE. 

November 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I made a return to you some time ago of 
the fire-rafts which were then finished, and thought some 
one would be appointed to take care of them. I find no 
one has been appointed. I therefore repeat it is necessary 
proper persons should be appointed, as some of them were 
much damaged in the late storm. I have attended and 
put them in order again, and now return, fit for immediate 
use, twelve rafts ; likewise return, unfit for service, two from 
Durham, two from Greenland. The people I employed 
were caulkers, whose wages are very high. I have there- 
fore thought fit to discharge them. Now, as those rafts 
are thought things of some consequence, it is necessary to 
give them in charge of the proper officers, in order to clear 
the Committee and myself of any hurt that may come to 
them hereafter. A sentry ought to be placed over them, 
as evil minded persons might easily destroy them. I put 
a roof over one, but have been obliged to take it off again, 
as it overset the raft, and twisted it to pieces. I should 
recommend, if they are not used before winter, to provide 
a warehouse to unload them all, and house the wood, &c, 
and lay the rafts in some safe place, as I think it would be 
much preferable to roofing them. But if you intend they 
should be covered, it is necessary that it be immediately 
set about ; of that you and the proper officers will judge. 
I hope the proceedings hereto will meet with your appro- 
bation, and I beg from hence the rafts will be considered 
entirely out of my charge. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

T. Thompson. 
To the Committee of Safety for the Town of Portsmouth. 



JOSIAH BARTLETT TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, November 27, 1775. 
Gentlemen : Being in great haste when I sealed my 
last letter to you, I inadvertently omitted the enclosed let- 
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ter from the agents, nor was I sensible of the omission till 
I found it among my papers last Saturday. The enclosed 
resolves I am directed by Congress to transmit to you. 

I should be very glad to be informed of all the circum- 
stances of our publick affairs. I think that a particular 
knowledge of them would often be of very great advan- 
tage. But as I now hope I shall set out for New-Hamp- 
shire in a fortnight or three weeks, I expect I shall not be 
able to hear from you after you receive this till my return, 
unless, contrary to my present hopes, I shall be detained 
here for the winter. 

I am, Gentlemen, your friend and humble servant, 

Josiah Bartlett. 

To the Committee of Safety for New-Hampshire. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Winter-Hill, November 29, 1775. 
Dear Sirs : General Washington has sent to New- 
Hampshire for thirty-one companies, to take possession 
of and defend our lines, in room of the Connecticut forces, 
who most scandalously refuse to tarry to the 1st of Janu- 
ary. I must therefore entreat your utmost exertions to 
forward the raising these companies, lest the enemy should 
take advantage of their absence, and force our lines. As 
the Connecticut forces will, at all events, leave us on or 
before the 10th of next month, pray call upon every true 
friend to his country to assist with heart and hand in rais- 
ing and sending forward those companies as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Gentlemen I am, in extreme haste, your most obedient 

servant > John Sullivan. 

To the Committee of Safety in Exeter. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Winter-Hill, November 30, 1775. 
Gentlemen: Since I saw you last, I find that George 
Jaffrey, Esq., has assisted much in fixing the works to de- 
fend our harbour. That being the case, I am clearly of 
opinion that he ought not in justice to be deemed an enemy 
to his country, or treated as such. I therefore consent that 
he remain at his own house in Portsmouth, if agreeable 
to you; and am, gentlemen, with much respect, your most 
obedient servant, 



Honourable Committee of Safety. 



John Sullivan. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Winter-Hill, November 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I have, by command of his Excellency 
General Washington, to inform you, that the Connecticut 
forces (deaf to the entreaties of their own as well as all 
other officers, and regardless of the contempt with which 
their own Government threatens to treat them upon their re- 
turn) have absolutely refused to tarry till the 1st day of Jan- 
uary, but will quit the lines on the 6th of December. They 
have deceived us and their officers, by pretending there 
would be no difficulty with them, till they have got so near 
the close of their term, and now, to their eternal infamy, 
demand a bounty to induce them to tarry only the three 
weeks. This is such an insult to every American, that 
we are determined to release them, at the expiration of 
their term, at all hazards, and find ourselves obliged imme- 
diately to supply their place with troops from New-Hamp- 
shire and Massachusetts-Bay. The number required from 
you is thirty-one companies of sixty-four men in a com- 
pany, including a captain, two subalterns, three sergeants, 
and three corporals, which makes fifty-five privates each. 
The whole number, officers and men, amounts to one thou- 
sand nine hundred and eighty-four. The terms of their 
enlistment are as follows: Each company to march as 
soon as full ; they are to be provided with arms, ammuni- 
tion, and each a good blanket. To prevent any difficulty 
in passing muster here, if they are mustered by such per- 
son or persons as you may appoint there will be no ne- 
cessity of their being mustered here, nor will it be done. 



Their pay is to commence on the day they march, and 
from that time they are to receive the price of their rations 
in cash. They are therefore to take provisions to last them 
on the road. In case any or the whole of them could not 
do this, if the Province or the several towns will supply 
them, the accounts, together with what you may be at in 
raising them, will be instantly paid. They are to serve to 
the 15th of January, if required. Their pay to be as other 
Continental troops. No field-officers to be sent. The 
captains and subalterns to be appointed and commission- 
ed by you for the Continental service, and the soldiers to 
engage in the Continental service, under the command of 
General Washington, for the term aforesaid, if required. 
None to be admitted, unless on the spot by the 10th of 
December, and will be joyfully received as much sooner as 
possible. They will also be paid for their return home. 

The above are the terms, and I earnestly entreat you, 
for the honour of New-Hampshire, to show the world your 
attachment to the noble cause. Let the worthless sons of 
Connecticut know that the other Colonies will not suffer 
our lines to be given up, or our country destroyed, nor the 
sons of New- Hampshire (like those parsimonious wretches) 
want to be bribed into the preservation of their liberties. 
1 hope the eager speed with which the New-Hampshire 
forces will march to take possession of and defend our lines, 
will evince to the world their love of liberty and regard to 
their country. As you find the business requires much 
infinite haste, I must entreat you not to give sleep to your 
eyes, nor slumber to your eyelids, till the troops are on 
their march. I have sent Mr. Sherburn, who will wait 
your commands, and forward such orders as you may think 
proper to give. In case ammunition cannot be had for, all, 
we must contrive to supply those who are destitute here. 

Gentlemen, I am your humble servant, 

John Sullivan. 
Honourable Committee of Safety. 

P. S. The troops you send are to be under my imme- 
diate command, and joined to my brigade. I mentioned 
to the General the encouragement you gave upon the 
questions I proposed to you by his order, and informed 
him that you offered to send those men already raised, in 
case they were needed, which gave him great pleasure. 
And as there is no preparation making to attack you, and 
the season is so far advanced, I can see no difficulty in 
dismissing them. I should have been much rejoiced to 
have had Colonels Wingate, Burnham, and Hackctl at 
their head, as field-officers, but the Committee from the 
Massachusetts General Court and the Council of General 
Officers have determined the contrary. It would, how- 
ever, give me the greatest pleasure to see those gentlemen 
preferring the interests of their country to the title or rank 
of office, and each of them lead a company on to the lines. 
This would so much add to the exalted opinion I already 
have of them, that I should, during their stay here, treat 
and respect them as officers of the highest rank. 

I recommend that all the arms in the store at Ports- 
mouth be delivered out, and if Captain Turner inclines to 
come, that his company be augmented to the number pro- 
posed, and they be furnished with them. As this is merely 
a Continental matter, you need not wait for a full commit- 
tee ; the voice of two or three will be sufficient, though 
the assistance of the whole may possibly be necessary. I 
promise, in behalf of General Washington, that the act of 
any number will be deemed valid, and the officers and sol- 
diers received and paid accordingly. 

N. B. The soldiers are to be paid off the moment they 
are discharged, before they quit the ground. J. S. 

Copy of Enlistment recommended. 

"We hereby enlist ourselves as soldiers to serve in the 
Continental Army, under the command of his Excellency 
General Washington, until the 15th day of January next, 
unless sooner discharged, with Captain .... being the 
captain appointed over us. We promise obedience to all 
our superior officers, and to be subject to the rules and re- 
gulations of the Continental Army, until the time above- 
mentioned, and to be paid at the rate of forty shillings per 
month from the time of our march to the time of our re- 
turn." 
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SOUTH.CAROLINA PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

List of the Members of the second Provincial Congress 

of South-Carolina, begun and holden at Charlestown, on 

the 1st day of November, 1775. 

For Charlestown: Colonel Charles Pinckney, Roger 
Smith, John Edwards, Peter Leger, Esqrs., Hon. H. 
Middleton, Thomas Corbett, Daniel Cannon, George 
Abbot Hall, Thomas Heyward, Jun., Peter Bouquet, 
Paul Townsend, Esqrs., Col. Henry Laurens, Michael 
Kalteisen, Peter Bacot, Thomas Savage, Esqrs., Col. 
Christopher Gadsden, John Neufville, William John- 
son, Arthur Middleton, Edward Rutledge, Esqrs., Peter 
Timothy, Joseph Verree, Edward Weyman, Cato Ash, 
James Brown, Anthony Toomer, John Berwick, Alex- 
ander Gillon, Robert W. Powell, Esqrs. 

For Christ Church Parish: John Rutledge, Clement 
Lempriere, Am. Vanderhorst, Gabriel Capers, Isaac 
Legare, John Boone, Esqrs. 

For St. John's, Berkley County: Job Marion, Elias 
Ball, Jun., Maurice Simons, James Cordes, Jun., John 
Cordes, James Ravenell, Esqrs. 

For St. Andrew's : Colonel Thomas Fuller, William 
Scott, Thomas Bee, William Cattell, Benjamin Stone, 
Isaac Rivers, Esqrs. 

For St. George's, Dorchester: David Oliphant, 
Benjamin Waring, John Mathewes, Richard Waring, 
Richard Walter, Esqrs. 

For St. James's, Goose-Creek : Colonel Thomas Ful- 
ler, John Parker, Benjamin Smith, John Izard, John 
Wright, Thomas Middleton, (son of Henry,) Esqrs. 

For St. Thomas and St. Dennis : James Akin, John 
Huger, William Parker, Isaac Harleston, Thomas 
Shubrick, Joseph Fogartic, Esqrs. 

For St. Paul's: Thomas Ferguson, Benjamin Elliott, 
Charles Elliott, Robert Ladson, George Huig, John 
McQueen, Esqrs. 

For St. Bartholomew's : Hon. R. Lowndes, Esq., 
Col. James Parsons, William Skirving, Philip Smith, 
James Skirving, Thomas Osborn, Esqrs. 

For St. Helena: Thomas Rutledge, John Barnwell, 
Daniel Heyward, John Joiner, Esqrs., Colonel William 
Moultrie, Daniel de Saussure, Esq. 

For St. James's, Santee : Colonel Daniel Horry, Paul 
Douccsaint, Thomas Horry, Thomas Lynch, Capers 
Boone, Jacob Motte, Esqrs. 

For Prince George's, Winyah: Thomas Lynch, Elias 
Horry, Jun., Benjamin Huger, Joseph Allston, Paul 
Trapier, Jun., Benjamin Young, Esqrs. 

For Prince Frederick's : Theo. Gaillard, Jun., Thomas 
Port, Anthony White, Benjamin Screven, Arch. Mc- 
Donald, John James, Sen., Esqrs. 

For St. John's, Colleton County: William Gibbes, 
Charles C. Pinckney, Thomas Evance, Thos. Tucker, 
Benjamin Jenkins, Ralph Izard, Esqrs. 

For St. Peter's : Colonel Stephen Bull, W. Williamson, 
Gideon Dupont, Thomas Middleton, (son of Williain,) 
Philotheos Chiffelh, William Brisbane, Esqrs. 

For Prince William's : Col. Benjamin Garden, Col. 
Isaac Motte, John Bull, William Bull, Isaac Macpher- 
son, William Harden, Esqrs. 

For St. Stephen's : John Gaillard, Philip Porcher, 
Peter Sinckler, Charles Cantey, Hezekiah Maham, 
Joseph Palmer, Esqrs. 

For the District Eastward of Wateree River: 
Col. Richard Richardson, Joseph Kershaw, Mutthew 
Singleton, Thomas Sumpter, Aaron Loocock, W. Rich- 
ardson, George Douglass, Esqrs., Rev. William Ten- 
nent, James Bradley, William Massey, Esqrs. 

For Ninety-Six District : Colonel James Mayson, And. 
Williamson, Le Roy Hammond, Patrick Calhoun, 
Esqrs., Colonel John Lewis Gervais, Richard Rapley, 
Francis Salvador, Esqrs., Colonel Champncss Terry, 
Rev. John Harris, William Moore, Esq. 

For Saxe-Gotha District: Hon. W. H. Drayton, 
Benjamin Farrar, William Arthar, Henry Patrick, 
Ralph Humphries, Jacob Richmond, Esqrs. 

For the District between Broad and Saluda Rivers: 
Colonel John Thomas, Colonel William Wojford, Mi- 
chael Leitner, Esq., Colonel John Lisle, William Hen- 
derson, Jonas Beard, John Prince, Esqrs. 



For the District between Broad and Catawba Ri- 
vers : John Winn, John Nixon, William Lang, William 
Barrow, William Howell, William Lee, Thomas Tay- 
lor, John Turner, William Strother, Henry Hunter, 
Esqrs. 

For the New Acquisition: William By ers, James Car- 
son, Robert McAfee, Joseph Howe, William McCul- 
loch, John Howe, Francis Adams, Thomas Neel, Joseph 
Woods, Samuel Watson, Francis Ross, Thomas Janes, 
Alexander Love, Robert Dickey, Esqrs. 

For St. Matthew's : Colonel Tacitus Gaillard, Rev. 
Paul Turquand,John Caldwell, Simon Berwick, Henry 
Felder, William Flood, Esqrs. 

For St. David's : Colonel Geo. Gab. Powell, Claudius 
Pegues, H. W. Harrington, Alex. Mcintosh, Samuel 
Wise, Esqrs., Colonel George Pawley. 

For the District between Savannah River and the 
North Fork or Edisto: James Wilson, Andrew Cum- 
ming, George Robinson, John Sally, John Collins, 
James Jones, Esqrs. 

At the first session of the second Provincial Congress 
of South- Carolina, begun and holden at the State-House 
in Charlestown, on Wednesday, the 1st of November, 1775. 

The Hon. William Henry Drayton was chosen Presi- 
dent, and Peter Timothy, Secretary. 

On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of this Congress 
be returned to Colonel Henry Laurens, President of the 
late Congress, for his unwearied diligence, application, and 
merit in the discharge of the duties of that office. 

Thanks were accordingly returned from the chair. 

The names of the Delegates were then called over. 

The inhabitants of the Parish of St. Thomas and St. 
Dennis having chosen Isaac Harleston, Esq., one of their 
Representatives, subsequent to the general election, in the 
room of the Rev. Robert Smith, who had been chosen at 
the said general election, and had declined serving ; and it 
appearing that the said election of Mr. Harleston was pub- 
lickly and fairly conducted, the Congress approved thereof, 
and Mr. Harleston took his seat. 

Resolved, That the Church-wardens for the Parish of 
St. Paul be desired forthwith to summon the inhabitants 
of the said Parish, to meet on Monday next, at the usual 
place of election, then and there to elect a Representative 
to serve in the present Congress, in the room of William 
Skirving, Esq., who, having been elected in the Parishes 
of St. Bartholomew and St. Paul, made his election for 
the former. 

Resolved, That the Church-wardens of the Parish of 
St. John, Berkeley County, be desired forthwith to sum- 
mon the inhabitants of the said Parish, to meet on Mon- 
day next, at the usual place of election, then and there to 
proceed to choose a Representative to serve in the present 
Congress, in the room of Edward Harleston, Esq., de- 
ceased. 

Resolved, That the Church-wardens of the Parish of 
St. John, Colleton County, be desired forthwith to sum- 
mon the inhabitants of the said Parish, to meet on Mon- 
day next, at the usual place of election, then and there to 
proceed to the choice of a Representative to serve in the 
present Congress, in the room of Thomas Legare, Jun., 
Esq., who has declined serving. 

Resolved, That the Church-wardens of the Parish of 
St. James, Santee, be desired forthwith to summon the in- 
habitants of the said Parish to meet at the usual place of 
election, on Wednesday, the 15th instant, {November,) then 
and there to elect a Representative to serve in the present 
Congress, in the room of Edward Jerman and Jacob Motte, 
Esqrs., who were returned as having equal votes. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do deliver copies of the 
four preceding Resolves to the Deputies of the several 
Parishes therein respectively mentioned, that the elections 
thereby ordered may be proceeded in without delay. 

Information being given to the Congress, that Captain 
Robert Cunningham, charged with high crimes and mis- 
demeanors against the liberties of America, had been 
taken into custody and brought to town by Captain Ben- 
jamin Tutt, 

Ordered, That Captain Tutt be desired to attend the 
Congress, at five o'clock, this evening. 
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Colonel Laurens, President of the late Congress, de- 
livered all the Association Papers which had been signed 
and deposited in his hands, into those of the Hon. William 
Henry Drayton, his successor. 

Adjourned to five o'clock, in the afternoon. 

In Congress, Wednesday, November 1, 1775, P. M. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Captain Tutt attended according to order, and related 
the cause and manner of his having taken and brought 
Robert Cunningham to Charlestown. 

An Affidavit of Captain John Caldwell, taken before 
Richard Rapley, Esq., at Ninety-Six, October 23, 1775, 
which justified the measure, was produced and read. 

Ordered, That the thanks of this Congress be returned 
to Captain Tutt for his service; and also to the several 
persons who accompanied him. 

Resolved, That all the expenses of bringing the said 
Robert Cunningham to town be defrayed by the publick. 

Ordered, That Captain Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 
Captain William Cattell, and Mr. Thomas Heyward, Jun., 
be a Committee to collect the charges against Captain Ro- 
bert Cunningham ; and to draw up a state of his offences 
against the peace and liberties of America. 

Ordered, That Captain Robert Cunningham be forth- 
with brought before this Congress. 

And being brought before the Congress accordingly, and 
questioned by the President, he replied : " That he could 
not deny, that he had made use of expressions somewhat 
like those mentioned in Captain Caldwell's affidavit, which 
had just been read to him ; that he believed Captain Cald- 
well had not perjured himself; and that, though he did not 
consider himself as bound by the late treaty at Ninety-Six, 
yet he since had constantly behaved himself as peaceably 
as any man, and although he had opinions, he had not ex- 
pressed them but when asked." 

Ordered, That Mr. President do immediately issue his 
Warrant, for committing the said Cunningham to safe cus- 
tody, in the common Jail of Charlestown. 

And the following Warrant was accordingly issued : 

In Provincial Congress, South-Carolina. 

To the Sheriff of Charlestown District, or his Deputy; or 

to the Keeper of the Common Jail in Charlestown. 

You are hereby commanded and required to receive into 
your custody in the common jail, and there safely keep 
until further order, the body of Robert Cunningham, here- 
with sent to you, charged with high crimes and misde- 
meanors against the liberties of this Colony; and for so 
doing this is your warrant. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Charlestown, this 1st 
day of November, 1775. 

By order of the Congress : 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

Ordered, That Thomas Grimball, Esq., the Sheriff of 
Charlestoivn District, be summoned to attend this Con- 
gress immediately. 

Mr. Sheriff Grimball attended accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Sheriff be directed to afford the said 
Robert Cunningham every reasonable and necessary ac- 
commodation, at the publick charge ; but that he do not 
suffer the said Cunningham to converse or correspond with 
any person whatever, or to have the use of pen, ink, or 
paper, unless by express leave from the Congress, or au- 
thority derived from them. 

Read a Letter from the Committee at Little River, dated 
23d October, 1775. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be referred to a Com- 
mittee of the following gentlemen, viz: Mr. William Par- 
leer, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Elias Horry, Mr. Trapier, Mr. 
Allston, and Mr. Young. 

Ordered, That the Members of the late Council of 
Safety be a Committee to adjust and settle all outstanding 
accounts against the publick; and that they report thereon 
to this Congress. 

Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney, Colonel Laurens, 
Colonel Richardson, Mr. Arthur Middleton, Mr. Fergu- 
son, Colonel Bull, Captain C. C. Pinckney, Mr. Harring- 
ton, Mr. Kershaw, and Mr. Cannon, be a Committee to 
report upon the state of the Colony ; and the proper mea- 



sures which ought to be pursued for putting the same into 
the best posture of defence ; and that the said Committee 
do sit without loss of time. 

Ordered, That the Commissioners of the Treasury do 
report to this Congress a state of the Colony Treasury. 

On motion, Resolved, That every Member who attends 
the service of the publick in the present Congress, be en- 
titled to receive, during such attendance, forty Shillings 
currency, per diem, upon his application to the Treasurers, 
during the present sitting, or within three days thereafter. 

Ordered, That the Colony Treasurers be served with a 
copy of the above Resolution, by the Secretary. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Thursday, November 2, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And the Journals of yesterday were read. 

Colonel Laurens delivered up to his successor in the 
chair all the Letters, Papers, &c, which had come into his 
hands, as President of the Council of Safety, and Chair- 
man of the General Committee. 

Colonel Laurens also delivered in a Letter from Captain 
Edivard Thornbrough, Commander of His Majesty's Sloop 
Tamer, which he found at his house last night, addressed 
to himself, and therefore opened, but found to be of a pub- 
lick nature. 

Resolved, That the Members of Congress be required 
to give the most diligent attendance on the publick business 
during the present sitting ; and that no Member do depart 
without leave from the Chair. 

Resolved, That the Order of the late Congress, that no 
Member speak more than twice in any debate upon one 
point, without leave, be strictly observed. 

Read the Letter from Capt. Thornbrough, dated " from 
on board His Majesty's Sloop Tamer, 1st November, 1775." 

" From on board His Majesty's Sloop Tamer, / 
November 1, 1775. { 

"Sir: The many unprovoked insults the King's servants 
in this Province have received, from those Assemblies who 
have had the hardiness to assume the reins of Govern- 
ment, are too numerous and too well known to make it 
necessary for me to mention them. I will confine myself 
entirely to what relates to my own department and the trust 
reposed in me. 

" I therefore address you, sir, as a principal actor in the 
measures now adopted, and desire you will acquaint your 
associates, and all others whom it may concern, that if His 
Majesty's agents in Charlestown are not permitted, re- 
gularly and without molestation, to supply the King's ships 
Tamer and Cherokee, under my command, with such pro- 
visions as I think necessary to demand, I am determined, 
from this day, not to suffer any vessel to enter into, or de- 
part from Charlestown, that it is in my power to prevent. 
The bearer of this, is owner of a vessel, who has unload- 
ed materials at the King's fort, which is now held in con- 
tempt and defiance of His Majesty's authority; and what- 
ever pretexts this man may use to colour his disloyalty, I 
never will suffer his vessel to depart, till Walker, the gun- 
ner of the King's fort, now a prisoner at the barracks, and 
who I look upon as under my protection, is sent on board 
the Tamer. Savages ought to blush at the return the 
King's servants have received for their humanity to one 
of the most infamous and most ungrateful of villains, in 
whose service this poor man has served. 

" I am, Sir, your obedient and most humble servant, 
" Edward Thornbrough. 
" To Henry Laurens, Esquire. 

" N. B. I desire an immediate and explicit answer." 

Ordered, That Captain Wanton be summoned to attend 
this Congress immediately. 

He attended accordingly ; and gave a very circumstan- 
cial account of his detention by the man-of-war, his being 
sent away for St. Augustine, the putting of George Walker, 
late Gunner of Fort Johnson, (a prisoner, and on his pa- 
role to Colonel Moultrie,') on board his vessel, and the 
landing of the said Walker in Georgia. 

The Secretary delivered in a Return from Thomas Grim- 
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ball, Esq., Sheriff* of Charlestown District ; and also a Let- 
ter from Edward Martin, Esq., Sheriff of Georgetown 
District: which he had received, in consequence of the 
circular Letter by him written to all the Sheriffs, on the 
25th ult., by order of the General Committee. 

Mr. Kershaw from the Committee to state to this Con- 
gress a proper recompense to be given to Capt. Tutt, &c, 
reported. Whereupon, it was 

Resolved, That the sum of eight hundred and twenty- 
five Pounds currency be paid to the said Captain Tutt, to 
be distributed, as follows, viz: three hundred Pounds to 
himself (out of which all expenses incurred to be defrayed,) 
one hundred and fifty Pounds to Lieutenant Robert Bry- 
ant ; and seventy-five Pounds to each of the following 
Privates, viz : James Coursey, Joseph Reed, Ezekiel Wil- 
liams, Richard Tutt, and Richard Duggett ; and that a 
handsome scymitar be also purchased and presented to 
Captain Tutt. 

An order was accordingly drawn upon the Treasury for 
the payment of the said sum of eight hundred and twenty- 
five Pounds to Captain Tutt; and he was at the same time 
presented with a scymitar. 

Upon an application in behalf of Mr. Cunningham, that 
he might be permitted to write a Letter, and that he might 
obtain certain necessaries, the following Order was drawn, 
viz : 
To the Sheriff of Charlestown District, or his Deputy, or 

to the Keeper of the Common Jail in Charlestown. 

You are hereby commanded to admit Captain Tutt and 
Mr. Gervais to converse with the prisoner Robert Cun- 
ningham ; in order that the said Cunningham may write a 
letter, to brought to me by Mr. Tutt and Mr. Gervais. 
You are also required to permit Mr. Gervais to furnish 
Mr. Robert Cunningham with such linen and cash as Mr. 
Gervais shall think proper. 

By order of the Congress : 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

In Congress, South-Carolina, 

Charlestown, November 2, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. President be desired to prepare an 
answer to Captain Thornbrough' s Letter, and lay the same 
before the Congress to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Friday, November 3, 1775. 
The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And the Journals of yesterday were read. 

Mr. George Douglas, who had been elected a Provi- 
sional Representative for the District eastward of Wateree, 
in case Captain Robert Patton should not serve for that 
District, attended the Congress ; and Captain Patton being 
sick, Mr. Douglas was ordered to take his seat in the room 
of said Patton. 

On motion, Resolved, That during the present sitting of 
this Congress the doors be kept shut. 

A new Return of Delegates for the New- Acquisition 
was this day made, whereby Captain William Byers, Mr. 
ff'illiam McCulloch, Lieutenant Samuel Watson, Mr. James 
Carson, Mr. John Howe, Captain Francis Ross, Captain 
Robert McAfee, Francis Adams, Esq., Mr. Thomas Janes, 
and Captain Ezekiel Polk, were declared duly elected ; 
and it appearing, upon inquiry, that the gentlemen formerly 
returned for that District had been chosen by an inferior 
number of inhabitants, and not by a general ballot, the 
Congress, to prevent any complaints which might arise 
from a different determination, in the present instance, 

Resolved, That all the Members named in both Re- 
turns for the New- Acquisition, may take their seats in the 
present Congress. 

But, in order to prevent future irregularities of this sort, 
they, at the same time, 

Ordered, That Mr. Arthur Middleton, the Reverend 
Mr. Tennent, Captain William Cattell, Mr. Bee, and Cap- 
tain Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, be a Committee to pre- 
pare a Resolution to be laid before this Congress, for regu- 
lating all future elections of Members of Congress, and 
Parochial and District Committees. 

Mr. Neufville, one of the Commissioners of the Colony 



Treasury, laid before the Congress the following account 
of Moneys which they had paid, viz : 

" For the Regiments of Foot, - - £123,041 lis. Id. 
" For the Regiment of Rangers, - 32,677 10 
" For Contingencies, ... 42,669 5 7 



°1 
4 



£198,387 18s. Od. 



36,747 17 8 



£235,135 15s. Sd. 



"2078 barrels Rice,£32,012 19 
" 330 barrels Flour, 3,754 2 

" Indian affairs, 680 16 4 

"Mess. Dunn &. Boote," 300 

"Nov. 3, 1775." 

Ordered, That the Rev. William Tennent, Capt. William 
Cattell, and Mr. Salvador, be a Committee to inquire into 
the conduct of John Dunn, Esq., since his enlargement on 
his parole. 

Mr. President reported the draught of an answer, which 
he had been desired to prepare, to Captain Thornbrough's 
Letter of the 1st instant. 

And the said draught being taken into immediate con- 
sideration, was amended, and agreed to, as follows : 

In Congress, Charlestown, South-Carolina, } 
November 3, 1775. i" 

Sir: Colonel Laurens, the late President, yesterday 
laid before us your letter of the 1st instant. Before we 
make any answer to it, we must intimate to you, that as, 
by your verbal answer to a publick messenger, who carried 
you a letter, dated 28th ultimo, from Colonel Laurens, as 
President, you promised a written answer to that letter, 
relative to an information received, that a runaway negro, 
the property of John Allen Walter, Esq., was harboured 
on board the sloop-of-war under your command ; so your 
unexpected silence on this head, at once is a breach of the 
rules of propriety, and a negative confession, that the negro, 
if not on board the Tamer, is actually harbored on board 
the Cherokee, the residence of Lord William Campbell, or 
some other vessel under your command. 

The publick, sir, are too well acquainted with the arbi- 
trary and irritating style peculiar to Lord William Camp- 
bell's secretary, for us to have the least room to imagine, 
that you are the framer of the letter you sent to Colonel 
Laurens, dated 1st instant. However, we cannot but de- 
clare, that we know of no " unprovoked insults" the King's 
servants have received from any assembly by authority of 
the people ; and we wish we could say that the conduct 
of the King's principal servant hath not made him an ob- 
ject of the just resentment of the publick. Having declared 
these things, it may not be improper that we just hint to 
you, that we are not destitute of means enabling us to take 
vengeance for any violence you may think proper to per- 
petrate against the shipping bound to, or out from this 
port. 

You ought, sir, for very obvious reasons, to have been 
well assured, that Walker, the late gunner, is a prisoner at 
the barracks, before you in absolute terms declared that 
he is "now a prisoner" there, and threatened to detain a 
coasting vessel until he should be thence discharged and 
sent on board the Tamer. We declare that Walker is not 
in confinement at the barracks, and has not been in con- 
finement there since his discharge from thence on his pa- 
role several weeks ago. We do not know where he is ; 
but from the strictest inquiry we have been able to make, 
we have no reason to think be is within this Colony. On 
the contrary, we learn that Lord William Campbell des- 
patched him (and that you are privy to his departure) to 
St. Augustine, with a letter, as Walker himself has de- 
clared, to desire that a military force might be sent against 
the good people of this Colony. Walker was landed at 
Savannah, and we have not heard of him since. 

By the last sentence in your letter we find you have 
been deceived into a belief that Lord William Campbell 
showed great humanity to Captain Wanton, of Rhode-Is- 
land, who unfortunately fell into his hands, and that it was 
bona Jide Captain Wanton's interest to employ Walker on 
board his vessel. We have strictly inquired of Captain 
Wanton touching these points, and from this examination 
we are able to say, that if Lord William Campbell's de- 
claration to Captain Wanton, that his vessel was seized 
under a late act of Parliament, and his sending the Cap- 
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tain, his crew and vessel to proceed to St. Augustine, 
under an armed force on board, in order there to be con- 
demned, are acts of humanity ; it was certainly " ungrate- 
ful" in the Captain and crew, on the passage, to overpower 
the armed force, and to rescue the vessel from an arbitrary 
seizure; but as Walker was, by Lord William Campbell, 
armed, and contrary to the interest of Captain Wanton, put 
on board his vessel to command, and to conduct her to St. 
Augustine, and for the purpose of condemnation too, we 
cannot understand, that in the execution of such a busi- 
ness, he was in the service of Captain Wanton; or that 
Captain Wanton was guilty of any impropriety in getting 
rid of him as soon as he could by landing him at Sa- 
vannah. 

These things, sir, having the greatest appearance of 
being facts, the most positive declarations to the contrary, 
short of absolute proof, from on board the Cherokee, will 
not alter our determination, or the opinion of the publick on 
those points. 

By order of the Congress. 
To Edward Thornbrough, Commander of the Tamer 

Sloop-of-VVar. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be immediately engrossed ; 
and that Mr. President do sign the same, and send it by 
the Messenger, to Captain Thornbrough. 

And the said Letter was accordingly engrossed, signed, 
and sent. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the state of the Co- 
lony have power to send for persons, papers and records ; 
and that Colonel Moultrie, and Thomas Heyward, Jun., 
Esq., be added to the said Committee. 

Resolved, That the Church-wardens of the Parishes of 
St. Philip and St. Michael, Charlestown, be desired forth- 
with to summon the inhabitants of the said town to meet 
in St. Michael's Church, on Wednesday next, the 8ih inst., 
then and there to elect two Representatives, to serve in the 
present Congress, in the room of George Gabriel Powell, 
Esq., who has made his election for the Parish of St. Da- 
vid, and of Sir Edmund Head, Bart., who has declined 
serving. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do serve the said Church- 
wardens with a copy of the above order. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Saturday, November 4, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And the Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. President reported, that the Letter which was writ- 
ten yesterday evening to Captain Thornbrough had been 
delivered by the messenger between eleven and twelve 
o'clock last night; and that Captain Thornbrough said " it 
was too late to send an answer; but he would send one 
when he had a proper opportunity." 

On motion, That the Congress be informed why they 
were called on so early a day : 

Read a Letter to our Delegates at the Continental Con- 
gress, by the Council of Safety, dated September 18, 1775. 

Mr. Dart, Paymaster to the First Regiment of Foot, 
and Mr. Evance, Paymaster to the Second Regiment, 
applying, the former for Three Thousand Five Hundred 
Pounds, and the latter for Three Thousand Pounds to pay 
the Troops ; 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrants for 
the payment of the said sums. 

And Warrants were issued accordingly. 

Captain Polk, having informed the Congress that his 
Company of Militia Rangers had, according to order, 
repaired to Dorchester, likewise applied for Pay, and for 
further orders. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant for 
the payment of Five Hundred Pounds to Captain Polk, 
for the use of the said Company. 

A Warrant was accordingly issued for that sum. 

Ordered, That Mr. President be desired to write to the 
officer commanding at Dorchester, to take the command of 
Captain Polk's Company of Militia Rangers ; and that 
they do duty there until the further order of the Congress 
therein 5 . = 
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Whereupon the following Letter was written : 

In Congress, Charlestown, November 4, 1775. 

Sir: You are hereby ordered to take under your com- 
mand Captain Polk's Company of Militia Rangers, until 
further orders therein. 

By order of the Congress : 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

To the Commanding Officer at Dorchester. 

Resolved, That the late Committee of Observation be 
revived, and continued during the sitting of the Congress : 
And that the Chairman thereof be authorized to give per-" 
mits, when applied to for that purpose, for Boats and Ves- 
sels to pass Fort Johnson, in all cases where it may be 
done without prejudice to the Colony. 

Ordered, That the Commander at Fort Johnson be 
served with a copy of the above Resolve. 

Ordered, That the following Letters, and verbal mes- 
sage be printed and made publick: a Letter from the Coun- 
cil of Safety of the 28th ult., to Captain Thornbrough; 
Captain Thornbrough' s verbal answer, by Mr. John Cal- 
vert; Captain Thornbrough' s Letter of the 3d instant, to 
Henry Laurens, Esq.; and a Letter from this Congress 
of the 3d instant, to Captain Thornbrough. 

Resolved, That the two Pilot Boats lately taken into the 
publick service by the Council of Safety, be continued in 
the service, armed and manned as heretofore ; and that they 
be employed in cruizing along the coast, to the northward 
of the Bar, to warn vessels against coming into the .har- 
bour of Charlestown, and to advise them to go into other 
ports or inlets in this Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. President be desired to write the 
necessary Letters upon this occasion, to Colonel Moultrie, 
and to the Commander of the said Boats. 

The following Letters were accordingly written : 

In Congress, Chiirlestowu, November 4, 1775. 

Sir: You are hereby ordered to send a detachment of 
nine privates and a sergeant on board the pilot boat com- 
manded by Captain Joseph Vesey, and one other detach- 
ment of nine privates and a sergeant, on board the pilot 
boat commanded by Captain Thomas Smith, with their 
necessary arms and accoutrements. You will inform the 
troops employed in this service that during their continu- 
ance in it they will be entitled to receive double pay. 

By order of the Congress : 

William Henry Drayton, President. 
To Colonel Moultrie. 



In Congress, Charlestown, November 4, 1775. 

Sir: You are hereby requested to proceed with the 
pilot boat under your command, having on board a detach- 
ment of the troops, and cruize for ten days on the coast, 
to the northward of Charlestown bar, in order to speak 
with and warn all vessels bound for Charlestown, not to 
come over that bar, as the man-of-war is resolved to detain 
all such vessels as shall come within her reach ; but that they 
do proceed to some other port or inlet in this Colony. ' 

By order of the Congress: 

William Henry Drayton, President. 
To Captain Joseph Vesey. 

A like Letter was also written to Captain Thomas Smith, 
commander of the other pilot boat. 

On motion, That the Journals of the Council of Safety 
and General Committee, since the adjournment of the late 
Congress, be now read, 

A debate arose ; and the question being put, it was 

Resolved, in the affirmative. 

The said Journals were accordingly read, beginning at 
the 16th of June last, and proceeded in so far as to the 23d, 
page 13. 

Adjourned to six o'clock in the evening. 

In Congress, Saturday evening, November 4, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

A Letter from Captain Thornbrough, of this date, was 
laid before the Congress, and read. 

Ordered, That Captain Thornbrough' s Letter of this 
date, together with the extract therein referred to, be print- 
ed and made publick, with the other correspondence already 
ordered. 
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"Tamer, Rebellion Road, November 4, 1775. 

" Sir : Without the aid of any secretary, armed as I am 
with truth, I can enter the lists even with Mr. William 
Henry Drayton, when his weapons are sophistry, false- 
hood, and the grossest misrepresentation. On after consi- 
deration, I did not think Mr. Laurens's letter worthy a 
writjen answer, as I never directly or indirectly harbored 
the runaway slave of any person, and I will answer for the 
gentleman who commands the Cherokee, that his conduct 
has been exactly similar to mine in these matters. It is 
not my business to enter into any detail of the treatment 
the King's representative and the other servants of Go- 
vernment have met with from those assemblies which you 
have dignified with the name of the publick; but I have 
prevailed on His Excellency to favour me with an extract 
of his letter to Governor Tonyn, at St. Augustine, which 
1 now enclose, as it will enable the people of this Province 
to form a judgment of Captain Wanton's worth and grati- 
tude, as well as of your candor and veracity. As I have 
soiry£ reason (o think the original is in your custody, or in 
that^qfsome of your emissaries, you will hardly dispute its 
authenticity. But to the main purport of my letter. While 
I command the King's ships here, I will procure provisions 
by every means in my power. If the methods I am under 
a necessity of taking for that purpose should subject His 
Majesty's faithful and loyal people in this Province to any 
inconveiniency, I shall be extremely sorry ; but they are 
to impute it entirely to those who have plunged this late 
happy country into misery and distress, and not to me, who 
have always protected it to the utmost of my power. 

" I am to acknowledge Walker was not your prisoner on 
the late occasion : he is returned ; in that point I was mis- 
informed. I shall only add, that I am here determined to 
drop this correspondence, which is a very disagreeable one 
to me, and 1 shall only expect a speedy and explicit an- 
swer. I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

" Edward Thornbrotjgh. 
" To William Henry Drayton, Esq." 

Extract of a Letter from His Excellency the Right Hon. 

Lord William Campbell, to Governor Tonyn, of St. 

Augustine. 

<i # # # The bearer of this is a man who says he was 
bound from Newport, in Rhode-Island, to Nantucket, in 
a smajl sloop which he had freighted, but in a hard gale of 
wind was drove to the southward, without either chart or 
quadrant, and with only two landsmen and a boy on board ; 
by a kind of miracle lie made this harbour yesterday, and 
pushed in at a venture. The poor man's dreadful situa- 
tion fully proved the truth of his story, although he had no 
clearance from Newport; and the unfeigned joy he ex- 
pressed when he found himself in safety, left no doubt of 
the reality of the distresses he had suffered. By the late 
acts.of Parliament he might be considered as a legal prize, 
but ifJaptain Thornbrough, of the Tamer, and Mr. Furgus- 
son, (who commands the Cherokee?) had too much humani- 
ty to""(hink of that, though we were all a good deal diffi- 
culties what to do with him. Return he could not, and it 
would have been highly improper, as well as impoliticly to 
have suffered him to go to Charlestown, m the present situa- 
tion <jf affairs there, as he had been only nine days from 
Newport, and not above a month ago was in the Rebels' 
camp near Boston. I therefore proposed sending him to 
St. Auguatine, which Captains Thornbrough and Furgns- 
son readily agreed to, at the same time generously offering 
to supply his little wants, and the man most cheerfully and 
with great thankfulness acquiesced. This arrangement 
gave me the more satisfaction, as it enabled me to furnish 
your Excellency with mnny particulars you will be anxious 
to know of the state of affairs to the northward, by means 
of this skipper, who you will find sensible and intelligent. 
His cargo consists of cider, apples, and cheese, and I shall 
be happy if it proves a seasonable supply of those articles 
to your Province, at this juncture. Captain Lines has 
given him a few lines to a friend of his in the mercantile 
way, to assist him in making the most of it, and procuring 
someemployinent for his bark till the summer, before which 
time he cannot venture to return home. To assist in navi- 
gating this vessel, and at the same time to prevent any 
attempt to run her into any of the little harbours on this 
coast, I have directed the gunner of Fort Johnson, one 



Walker, (an old seaman, and a poor man who has been 
cruelly treated by the Charlestoitm people,) to go in her to 
Augustine, and your Excellency will be so obliging as to 
send him back by the first opportunity." 

Ordered, That Mr. President be desired to take Captain 
Wanton's Affidavit upon the subject mentioned in the 
extract, and also to prepare a Resolution, on the present 
correspondence with Captain Thornbrough ; and the Affida- 
vit to be taken, to be laid before the Congress. 

Read a Letter from Captain Blake of this date. 

Resolved, That Captain Joseph Vesey and Captain Tho- 
mas Smith be allowed Pay, at the rate of fifty Pounds 
per (lunar) month, while they are employed in the publick 
service as commanders of the two armed Pilot Boats. 

Read a Letter from the Committee of the New-Acqui- 
sition, dated October 4, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do now proceed in reading 
to the Congress the Journals of the Council of Safety. 

And they were read accordingly, from June 26, page 
14, to July 12, page 33. 

Adjourned to Monday morning, nine o'clock. 

In Congress, Monday, November G, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And yesterday's Journal was read. 

Ordered, That Mr. President be requested to direct 
Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson, of the Rangers, to send 
Isaac Jordan, a private in his Regiment, charged with 
horse stealing and breaking jail at Cheraivs, and cause 
him to be delivered to the Sheriff of Cheraivs District, or 
his Deputy, or to the keeper of the common jail. 

Mr. President, agreeable to the request of the Congress, 
laid before them an Affidavit of Captain John Wanton, 
taken before Peter Bounetheau, J. P., November 6, 1775. 

Which being read, is as follows : 
" South-Carolina, Charlestown District. 

" This day personally appeared before me, John Wanton, 
Captain of a sloop from Rhode-Island, who being duly 
sworn, sayeth : That on or about the twelfth of October last, 
he arrived in Rebellion Road, near Charlestown, in the 
Colony aforesaid, when Captain Thornbrough, of the Tamer 
sloop-of-war, caused his vessel to anchor under his stern, 
and caused him, the said deponent, to go on board the 
Cherokee, to speak with Lord William Campbell. That 
after the said Lord William Campbell had inquired into 
the deponent's case, be told him, that by the late acts of 
Parliament his sloop was liable to be seized, and that he 
should, in discharge of his duty, send him to St. Augus- 
tine; this deponent apprehending in order to be condemned: 
And afterwards his mate informed him, that an officer from 
on board the Tamer privately acquainted him, the said 
mate, that Lord William Campbell had determined to send 
the deponent's vessel to St. Augustine, in order to be con- 
demned. 

" That the said Lord William Campbell, against the con- 
sent of the said deponent, caused an armed force to be put 
on board his vessel, to conduct her to St. Augustine. That 
Lord William Campbell did not make him, the deponent, 
a bearer of any letter to Governor Tonyn. That he, the 
deponent, never did tell Lord William Campbell that he 
bad two landsmen on board, having in reality two good 
seamen and a boy, who were fully sufficient to guard his 
vessel. That on the passage towards St. Augustine, one 
Walker, who, by Lord William Campbell, was put on 
his, the deponent's vessel, to command her, told him the 
deponent, that he had a letter from Lord William Camp- 
bell, to Governor Tonyn, with strict orders, that if he was 
in any danger of being taken by the Americans, he should 
he sure to sink the said letter in the sea, with two swivel 
bullets, which the said deponent saw, and which the said 
Walker told him had been delivered to him for that pur- 
pose. And the said Walker also told him, the deponent, 
that Lord William Campbell's secretary had told him, that 
the letter was to desire that soldiers should be sent to 
Charlestown from St. Augustine. And further this depo- 
nent sayeth not. John Wanton. 

" Sworn before me, this 6th of November, 1775. 

" Peter Bounetheau, Justice of Peace." 
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Mr. President then laid before the Congress a Resolu- 
tion, as proper to be entered into by this Congress, upon 
the present correspondence with Captain Thornbrough, 
and the Affidavit of Captain Wanton. 

Which being read was amended and agreed to, as fol- 
lows : 

Resolved, That Captain Thornbrough' s Letter of the 
4th instant, directed " To William Henry Drayton, Esq.," 
in answer to a Letter of the 3d instant, wrote by him as 
Presideut, contains expressions as unmerited as unbecoming 
the pen of a gentleman, and therefore unexpected from 
Capt. Thornbrough. That because Lord William Camp- 
bell has favoured Captain Thornbrough "with an extract 
of his Letter to Governor Tonyn," it does not thence fol- 
low, that the extract was faithfully made ; and this Con- 
gress not having seen the original Letter, or any other 
extract from it, ought to remember we have just cause 
not to credit any thing from Lord William Campbell, which 
is not supported by absolute proof; neither does the ex- 
tract prove that Lord William Campbell did not write 
another Letter to Governor Tonyn, to desire that Troops 
should be sent against the good people of this Colony, and 
that Captain Wanton's Sloop should be condemned at St. 
Augustine. On the contrary, in the Affidavit this day 
made by the said Captain Wanton, and laid before this 
Congress, there is reason to conclude, that Lord Wil- 
liam Campbell did actually write to Governor Tonyn, as 
well to procure Troops, as to cause Captain Wanton's 
Sloop to be condemned. And as this important Letter 
lias never appeared to the publick, it is not improbable, 
either that Governor Tonyn has received it, or that Wal- 
ker has destroyed it; and that the extract in question, even 
if it is a faithful one, is from a Letter written only as a 
mask to the other, and with intention, if necessary, to be 
delivered up to the publick. 

Ordered, That Captain Wanton's Affidavit, and Reso- 
lution thereupon, be printed and made publick, with the 
other papers already ordered and relative thereto. 

The Rev. Mr. Tennent, from the Committee appointed 
to inquire into Mr. Dunn's conduct since his enlargement 
upon his parole, delivered in the following Report: 

" Report of the Committee.. &.c. 

" That there appeared before them Mr. Lang, a mem- 
ber of this Congress, and a Dr. Redman Burke, as evi- 
dences against Mr. Dunn. 

" Mr. Lang declared, that on the 31st of October, being 
at Mr. Hatfteld's Tavern, he heard a stranger to him, who 
he since finds is the Mr. Dunn in question, arguing warmly 
in favour of Ministerial measures. He cannot remember 
the whole of the conversation, but recollects particularly, 
that Mr. Dunn declared, ' we [meaning plainly from the 
run of his discourse, the Americans] had no right to pre- 
scribe to the Prince and Parliament.' And, by way of 
burlesque, ' that he, Mr. Dunn, was a tory, and had called 
his stray dog Tory,' and, that through the whole of his 
discourse, he so spoke as highly offended him, Mr. Lang, 
although he did not know the restrictions which at that 
time lay upon Mr. Dunn. 

" Dr. Burke witnesses, that Mr. Dunn appeared to him 
to be much in liquor, and spoke somewhat in favour of the 
American cause, but at different times did so speak against 
it, as that nothing but drunkenness could excuse him. 

" Upon the whole, your Committee are of opinion, that 
his imprudent conduct was, in a great degree, the result of 
intoxication, and recommend it to the Congress, that Mr. 
Dunn be admonished to be more cautious for the future." 

Ordered, That Mr. Dunn be summoned to attend this 
Congress, at their meeting to-morrow. 

The Congress being informed Mr. Nathan Legare had 
written a Letter offering to supply the Man-of-VVar with 
Provisions and Wood, and that the Letter was in the pos- 
session of the Commander at Fort Johnson; 

Ordered, That Mr. President be requested to procure 
the said Letter ; and that Mr. Nathan Legare be sum- 
moned to attend this Congress at ten o'clock on Thursday 
morning. 

Read a Letter from Colonel Thomas Neel, dated Octo- 
ber 24, 1775. 

Ordered, That (he Secretary do now proceed in reading 
the Journals of the late Council of Safety. 



The said Journals were accordingly read to July 26, 
inclusive, page 84. 

Adjourned to five o'clock, in the afternoon. 

In Congress, Monday afternoon, November 6, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Mr. President reported, that he had written to Colonel 
Thomson, to Mr. Legare, and to the Commander of Fort 
Johnson, agreeable to the order of Congress this morning. 

Ordered, That the Lists of the Members be called over 
at every meeting of the Congress, and that the absentees 
be fined, as heretofore ordered. 

The Lists was called over accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do proceed in reading the 
Journals of the late Council of Safety. 

Ordered, That the reading of the Journals of the Coun- 
cil of Safety be postponed. 

Information being laid before the Congress, that Patrick 
Cunningham had seized the publick Gunpowder sent by the 
late Council of Safety to be distributed among the Chero- 
kee Indians; and that a person is now in Charlestown 
who saw the seizure aforesaid : 

Ordered, That one of the Messengers do immediately 
endeavour to find out the said person, and cause him to 
appear before this Congress. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do proceed in reading the 
Journals of the late Council of Safety. 

And the Journals were read accordingly, to the 11th of 
August, inclusive, page 127. 

Ordered, That Mr. President, Colonel Laurens, and 
Colonel Parsons, be a Committee to inquire into, and ex- 
amine touching the conduct of Patrick Cunningham, in 
seizing the publick Gunpowder aforesaid, and to report to 
this Congress. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Tuesday, November 7, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And yesterday's Journals were read. 

A return was made from the Parish of St. John, Colle- 
ton County, whereby it appears that Ralph Izard, Esq., 
had, on the 6th instant, been unanimously elected to serve 
in the present Congress, as a Representative for the said 
Parish, in the room of Thomas Legare, Jun., Esq., who 
declined serving. 

Read a Letter from John Moore, Esq., dated 6th inst., 
declining to serve in the present Congress for the Parish 
of St. Thomas and St. Dennis. 

Resolved, That the Church-wardens of the Parish of 
St. Thomas and St. Dennis, be desired forthwith to sum- 
mon the inhabitants of the said Parish to meet, on Tuesday 
next, the 15th instant, in order, by ballot, to choose a Re- 
presentative of the said Parish, to serve in the present 
Congress, in the room of John Moore, Esq., who has de- 
clined serving. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do cause a copy of the 
above Resolve to be forthwith transmitted to the Church- 
wardens of said Parish. 

Mr. John Dunn, summoned to attend this day, was 
called in, and reprimanded from the Chair, in words to the 
following purport : 

" Mr. Dunn: You was sent to this Colony as a person 
inimical to the liberties of America; and as so obnoxious a 
person, you have been for some time held in close confine- 
ment in Charlestown, by publick authority. Upon your 
pressing entreaties to the late General Committee, you was 
lately enlarged upon your parole, having first voluntarily 
taken an oath to observe a conduct of strict neutrality, and 
that you neither would directly or indirectly, in any shape, 
interfere in the present unhappy dispute between Great 
Britain and America. You have been charged before this 
Congress wit!) having violated that oath; and the Commit- 
tee appointed by this Congress to examine you on that 
subject and hear your defence, have thereon reported in 
such terms as induced the Congress to order your attend- 
ance to-day, and to direct me to reprehend your past con- 
duct; to admonish you to a more strict observance of your 
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engagement ; and to declare to you, that if you transgress 
again, you will be committed a close prisoner to the com- 
mon jail." 

After which Mr. Dunn was dismissed. 

Mr. Jonathan Scott gave an information of a very serious 
nature, desiring to be authorized by this Congress to prose- 
cute a further inquiry; whereupon it was signified to him 
that the Congress did authorize him accordingly. 

Mr. President laid before the Congress an information 
upon oath, taken this day before Thomas Bee, Esq., touch- 
ing a quantity of Ammunition being taken by force of arms, 
by Patrick Cunningham, from a detachment of Rangers. 

Ordered, That Colonel Thomson be summoned to 
attend. 

And he being introduced into the Congress, delivered 
in an Affidavit made on the 6th instant, by John Joseph 
Witncr, before John Purves, Esq., relative to the taking 
the publick Ammunition, by Patrick Cunningham. And, 
Colonel Thomson declaring that the Ammunition taken, 
was sent by the late Council of Safety, to be distributed 
amongst the Cherokees; and that Lieutenant CAarfton com- 
manded the detachment from whom Patrick Cunningham 
took the Ammunition stated in the information and Affida- 
vits, 

Ordered, That Mr. Arthur Middleton, the Rev. Mr. 
Tcnnent, Mr. Ferguson, Capt. Charles Cotesworth Pinck- 
ney, and Mr. Salvador, be a Committee immediately to 
take into their consideration the above information and 
Affidavits, and to report thereupon. And 

Ordered, That Lieutenant Charlton be immediately put 
under arrest, and brought to Charlestown; and that Mr. 
President do issue orders accordingly. 

Ordered, That Mr. President be desired to write to 
Captain Pearis, informing him that the Ammunition sent 
to be distributed among the Indians has been violently 
taken by Patrick Cunningham, in contempt of publick au- 
thority. 

Ordered, That the Committee at Dorchester be direct- 
ed to supply the Troops there with a proper quantity of 
Powder and Ball in their Cartouch Boxes ; and that the 
President do issue orders accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do now proceed in reading 
the Journals of the late Council of Safety. 

And the said Journals were read accordingly to the 13th 
of August, inclusive, page 140. 

Ordered, That the further reading of the said Journals 
be postponed. 

Mr. Arthur Middleton, from the Committee to whom 
was referred the consideration of the two Affidavits relative 
to the seizure of the publick Ammunition by Patrick Cun- 
ningham, reported thereon. 

And the said Report being taken into immediate consi- 
deration, was amended and agreed to, as follows: 

Whereas information, on oath, hath been made and laid 
before this Congress, that on or about the 3d day of this 
instant, November, at or near a place called the Ridge, in 
Ninety-Six District, Patrick Cunningham, Henri/ O'Neal, 
Hugh Brown, David Reese, Nathaniel Howard, Henry 
Green, with sundry other persons, about sixty in number, 
did, by force of arms, rob a certain wagon in the service 
of the publick, feloniously taking therefrom a quantity of 
Lead, and sundry kegs of Gunpowder, containing about 
one thousand weight, intended as presents for the Cherokee 
Indians ; and that the above persons, having first disarmed 
a party of Rangers, who escorted the said wagon, did 
violently carry off the said Powder and Lead, to the great 
lo?s and damage of the publick, in violation of the publick 
peace, and in open contempt of the publick authority; there- 
by exposing the frontier inhabitants of the Colony to the 
depredations and horrors of an Indian War. And whereas 
there is an absolute necessity of crushing such dangerous 
attempts to destroy the peace of the Colony, by bringing 
such atrocious offenders to condign punishment : 

Resolved, That the bodies of the said Patrick Cunning- 
ham, Henry O'Neal, Hugh Brown, David Reese, Na- 
thaniel Howard, Henry Green, and their aiders and abet- 
ters, ought forthwith to be apprehended, and under a strong 
guard conveyed to Charlestown, to be tried for their of- 
fences; and that every endeavour ought to be used to re- 
cover the Gunpowder and Lead, feloniously, in violation 



of the publick peace, and contemptuously, taken as afore- 
said. 

Ordered, That Colonel Richard Richardson do forth- 
with assemble and march six companies of the Rangers, 
Captain Ezekiel Polk's company of Volunteers, draughts 
of Militia from Col. Richardson's, Col. William Thom- 
son's, Colonel John Savage's, Colonel Thomas NeeFs, 
and Colonel John Thomas's regiments of Militia, and 
with such Troops pursue such instructions as shall from 
time to time, by order of the Congress, or the Council of 
Safety for the time being, be signified to him by the Presi- 
dent. 

Ordered, That Mr. President be desired to prepare pro- 
per instructions for Colonel Richardson, to be laid before 
the Congress to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In CongreBs, Wednesday, November 8, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And the Journal of yesterday was read. 

- Mr. President laid before the Congress the draught he 
had been desired to prepare of Instructions and Orders pro- 
per to be given to Colonel Richardson . 

Which being immediately taken under consideration, 

A motion was made, That the Pay of the Privates in 
the Militia, to be employed under Colonel Richardson, be 
augmented to ten Shillings currency per day, 

A debate ensued ; and the question being put, the Con- 
gress divided. 

The yeas went forth; for the question 51, against the 
question 49. 

So that it passed in the affirmative. 

T ,, ( F° r l ^ e y eas ; Hon. Mr. Lowndes, 
lellers, £ For the nays> Mp A Middleton. 

Resolved, That the Pay of the Militia Privates, to serve 
under Colonel Richard Richardson, be augmented to ten 
Shillings per day, during the time they shall be in actual 
service. 

And the said draught of Instructions and Orders being 
gone through, and amended, was agreed to in the words 
following : 

By order of Congress. 

To Colonel Richard Richardson. 

Sir: There being a necessity of assembling six compa- 
nies of the regiment of Rangers, Captain Polk's compa- 
ny of Volunteers, and draughts of Militia, to act in the 
interior parts of this Colony ; and you being the eldest 
field officer now ordered upon this service, of course the 
command of the detachments upon this service vests in 
you. And hereby you are ordered to draught from your 
regiment of Militia, including Militia volunteers, and to 
demand of Colonel William Thomson, Colonel John 
Savage, Colonel Thomas Neel, and Colonel John Tho- 
mas, or the commanding officer in each of those regiments 
(including Militia volunteers) present, respectively, and 
they, and each of them, are hereby ordered to supply you 
with such numbers of men, with their officers, to be draught- 
ed from those or any of those regiments, in order to act 
under your command, as you shall judge necessary. 

On the 3d day of this instant, November, Patrick Cun- 
ningham, Henry O'Neal, Hugh Brown, David Reese, 
Nathaniel Howard, Henry Green, and sundry other armed 
persons unknown, did, in Ni?iety-Six District, cause and 
raise a dangerous insurrection and commotion, and did, 
near Mine Creek, in the said District, feloniously take a 
quantity of ammunition, the property of the publick, and in 
contempt of the publick authority: Therefore, you are 
hereby instructed and ordered, with the troops aforesaid, 
or any part of them, to march, and to act in such manner as 
you shall deem expedient, to seize and to apprehend, and 
with those troops or any part of them, you are hereby 
ordered to endeavour to seize and to apprehend the bodies 
of Patrick Cumiingham, Henry O'Neal, Hugh Brown, 
David Reese, Nathaniel Howard, Henry Green, Jacob 
Bochman, alias Jacob Bowman, together with their aiders 
and abetters in the taking or carrying away, or detaining, 
or secreting, or using and expending the ammunition afore- 
said, or any part of it: And having apprehended the bodies 
of the said offenders, or the body of any of them, such 
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bodies or body you are ordered, with all convenient expe- 
dition to the service, to cause to be under a strong guard 
conveyed to Charlestown ; at all times using your best en- 
deavour to recover the ammunition feloniously and con- 
temptuously taken, as I have already mentioned. And in 
general, you are to do all such things as in your opinion 
shall be necessary effectually to suppress the present insur- 
rection, and to intimidate all persons from attempting any 
insurrection in future. 

You are not to allow any of the Militia companies or 
Militia volunteers, to take the field on horseback; Militia 
horses, being, by experience, found to be an encumbrance 
to the men on a military expedition. 

The Militia engaged in this service will be entitled to 
receive, the privates a daily pay of ten shillings currency, 
and the rations equal to what is received by the regiments 
of regular Infantry in the publick service; and while the 
Rangers are encamped with the Militia, the Rangers are 
entitled to receive daily rations; of all which you are 
ordered to cause exact accounts to be kept, and also regu- 
lar muster lists of the Militia. 

In case of any disobedience in the Militia, you are to 
cause every such disobedience to be punished agreeable to 
the Militia law in time of alarm. You will from time to 
time send informatioa to the President, of your motions and 
proceedings. These instructions and orders are to be pub- 
lickly read to the troops, and you are to obey all such 
further instructions and orders as shall, under the authority 
of Congress, or Council of Safety for the time being, be 
signified to you by the President. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most humble ser- 
vant. 

Ordered, That the above Letter of Instructions and 
Orders be engrossed, signed by the President, and by him 
delivered to Colonel Richardson. 

Ordered, That Mr. President be desired forthwith to 
write to Colonel Thomas Fletchall, John Ford, Thomas 
Green, Evan McLaurin, and Benjamin Wofford, or either 
of them, in pursuance of the treaty signed at Ninety-Six, 
on the 16th of September last, making requisition for the 
surrender and delivery of the bodies of Patrick Cunning- 
ham, his associates, aiders, and abetters. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do transmit to Major 
Andrew Williamson the thanks of this Congress for his 
conduct in causing the body of Robert Cunningham to be 
apprehended and sent to Charlestown; and also for his 
conduct in embodying the Militia for opposing the Insur- 
rection caused by Patrick Cunningham and his accom- 
plices. 

Upon information, that a brother to O'Neal and a broth- 
er to Bochman, who were concerned in the late seizure of 
Powder by Patrick Cunningham, were in town : 

Ordered, That Captain Sumpter, Captain Flood, and 
Mr, Beard, do make immediate inquiry after the said O' 
NeaJ and Bochman, and also Thomas Yates, and cause 
them to appear before this Congress. 

Captain Sumpter being returned, reported, That he with 
Captain Flood and Mr. Beard, had made diligent inquiry 
after O'Neal, Bochman, and Yates, from place to place, 
but could not meet either of them. However, they had 
been well informed that such persons had actually been 
in town ; that they had purchased some goods, and that 
although they were said to be gone, there was reason to 
believe they were still in town. And that it was their 
opinion Mr. Rugeley might give some further information. 

Ordered, That Colonel Laurens and Captain Catlell 
do forthwith proceed to Mr. Rugeley's, and desire he will 
permit them to see the entries on his books of yesterday 
and this day. 

Colonel Laurens being returned, reported, that Mr. 
Rugeley had permitted them to examine his books ; that 
there was a parcel of goods which appeared to belong to 
one of the persons sought after, but that he declared he 
knew neither of them, or whether they were still in town. 

Ordered, That Colonel Parsons and Mr. Bee be a 
Committee to prepare the daught of a Letter to the Coun- 
cil of Safety in Georgia, respecting their late distribution 
of Gunpowder among the Indian Traders, wherein Messrs. 
Campbell fy Son were overlooked. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



In Congress, Thursday, November 9, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And yesterday's Journal was read. 

Information being laid before the Congress that Thomas 
Brown passed yesterday through Dorchester, probably to 
increase the commotion raised in the back country by 
Patrick Cunningham, 

Ordered, That Mr. President do immediately issue his 
Warrant for apprehending the said Patrick Brown. 

And the following Warrant was accordingly issued : 

In Provincial Congress, November 9, 1775. 

Sir: You are ordered, without delay, to use the most 
effectual means for apprehending and bringing to Charles- 
toivn the body of Thomas Brown, charged before this 
Congress with having violated the treaty of Ninety-Six. 
And in the performance of this service you are authori- 
zed to impress horses from any person or persons, to whom 
reasonable allowances will be made for all horses so impres- 
sed : And for which this shall be your warrant. 

By order of Congress : 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

To Lieutenant-Colonel William Thomson. 

A Return was made, declaring John Harleston, Esq., to 
have been, on the 8th instant, duly elected a Representa- 
tive of the Parish of St. John, Berkely County, in the 
room of the late Edward Harleston, Esq. 

Read a Letter from the abovenamed John Harleston, 
Esq., declining to serve. ' 

Resolved, That the Church- wardens of the Parish of 
St. John, Berkely County, be desired forthwith to sum- 
mon the inhabitants of the said Parish, to meet at the 
usual place of election, on Thursday, the 16th inst., there 
and then by ballot to choose another Representative of the 
said Parish, to serve in the present Congress in the room 
of John Harleston, Esq., who has refused to serve. 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Resolve be 
forthwith sent to the Church-wardens of the said Parish. 

Mr. President laid before the Congress draughts of 
several Letters, which he had prepared by their order; 
which being read, were amended, and approved, in the fol- 
lowing words : 

In Congress, Charlestown, November 9, 1775. 

Whereas information, on oath, hath been made and laid 
before the Congress, that on the 3d day of this inst., Novem- 
ber, Patrick Cunningham, Henry O'Neal, Hugh Brown, 
David Reese, Nathaniel Hoivard, and Henry Green, with 
sundry armed persons, did, from a detachment of Rangers, 
take a quantity of Gunpowder and Lead, the property of 
the publick, and which were then on the road proceeding 
under the orders of the late Council of Safety ; where- 
fore, in pursuance of the treaty made at the camp, near 
Ninety-Six, on the 16th day of September last, by order 
of Congress, I now do hereby make requisition, that the 
said Patrick Cunningham, Henry O'Neal, Hvgh Brown, 
David Reese, Nathaniel Howard, and Henry Green, to- 
gether with their aiders and abetters, be, by you or one of 
you, surrendered and delivered up to the authority of Con- 
gress, in order that they may be tried for their offence against 
their authority. 

Robert Cunningham having, ever since the late Con- 
gress, constantly declared that he was not included in it ; 
and having under his hand, in a publick letter to me, de- 
clared the same, he has been, for his bad practices in 
endeavouring to raise commotions against the authority of 
Congress, apprehended, and he is now confined in jail, 
where he enjoys every convenience and accommodation 
his situation can admit. This tender treatment he receives 
from our humanity, and not from his merits. 

By order of Congress : 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

To Col. Thomas Fletchall, and Messrs. John Ford, Thomas 
Greer, Euan McLaurin, and Benjamin Wofford. 

Charlestown, November 8, 1775. 

Sir: In consequence of my engagement with the Good 
Warrior and the Cherokee Indians, that a quantity of gun- 
powder and lead should be sent to them from CJuvrlestown, 
the Council of Safety sent a considerable quantity of am- 
munition, which, when it had been carried on the road to 
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them almost as far as Ninety-Six, was taken by Patrick 
Cunningham and a considerable number of men, who 
would not allow the ammunition to proceed to the Chero- 
kees. The Congress have just ordered Colonel Richardson, 
with the. .rangers and militia, immediately to proceed to 
apprehend the King's mad people concerned in this daring 
act, in order that they being brought to condign punish- 
ment, thereby all other men may be effectually deterred 
from imitating so criminal a conduct. 

You, will .be. so good as to cause these particulars to be 
generally published and made known to the Indians, that 
they may at once see that the headmen of South- Carolina 
are faithful to their engagements, and that they will not 
suffer their lawful authority to be trampled upon with im- 
punity. By order of Congress: 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

■ William Henry Drayton, President. 

To Captain Richard Pearis. 

P. S. You will assure the Indians, that, as soon as the 
powder and lead, or any part of it, is retaken, it will be 
forwarded to them without delay. 

To Major Andrew Williamson. 

Sir: I am directed to transmit to you the thanks of this 
Congress for your conduct in causing the body of Robert 
Cunningham to be apprehended and sent to Charlestown ; 
and also for your conduct in embodying the militia, and 
opposing the insurrection caused by Patrick Cunningham 
and his accomplices. 

It is with great pleasure that I transmit these acknow- 
ledgments of your services, knowing how justly you de- 
serve them ; and I have no doubt but that you will con- 
tinue to merit the thanks of your country. 

I enclose a copy of the instructions and orders to Colonel 
Richardson, and you will regulate your conduct thereupon. 
You are hereby ordered, with the militia under your com- 
mand, to act against the insurgents with the utmost vigour, 
and that you will be attentive to the security of Fort Char- 
lotte. By order of Congress : 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most humble servant, 
William Henry Drayton, President. 

P. S. The enclosed to Captain Pearis, informing him 
of the seizure of the ammunition by Patrick Cunningham, 
and recommending to him to make the Indians properly 
acquainted with that transaction, you are desired to for- 
ward immediately by express. 

On motion, Resolved, That Colonel Richardson be im- 
mediately supplied with one thousand pounds weight of 
Gunpowder, Lead in proportion, two thousand Flints, and 
two Cohorns, if he desires them. 

The following order was thereupon issued : 

la Congress, Charlestown, November 9, 1775. 

Ordered, That Captain Robert Cochran do forthwith 
deliver to Colonel Richard Richardson' s order, one thou- 
sand weight of Musket Powder, to be taken from the 
Magazine at Dorchester ; Lead in proportion, and two 
thousand Flints ; with two Cohorns, and the proper stores 
thereto belonging, if he shall require the same. 

By order of Congress : 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

To Robert Cochran, Esq,, Colony Powder Receiver and 

Ordnance Storekeeper. 

On motion, Resolved, That the sum of Four Thousand 
Pounds currency be advanced out of the Colony Treasury, 
and placed in the hands of Colonel Richard Richardson ; 
to be accounted for, on the expedition under his command. 

And the President issued his Warrant for that sum ac- 
cordingly. 

On motion, Resolved, That the present Guard at Dor- 
chester be immediately augmented with two Companies 
from the Provincial Regiments of Infantry. 

The following order was accordingly drawn, and sent to 
Colonel Moultrie : 

In Congress, Charlestown, November 9, 1775. 
Sir: You are to detach two companies from the Provin- 
cial regiments of foot, under such command as you shall 
judge most proper for the service, to march immediately for 
Dorchester, for re-enforcing the troops already there, and for 



effectually guarding the cannon, gunpowder, stores and 
publick records, at that place, till further orders from this 
Congress, or authority derived therefrom. 

You are to give orders that a sufficient number of ne- 
groes now in the publick service be obtained from the Com- 
mittee of Dorchester, to remove the cannon now lying 
near the water side, to a spot most safe and convenient 
near the fort or barracks, with special orders to the senti- 
nels to prevent any person's handling or going near them, 
without proper authority. 

By order of Congress : 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

Robert William Powell, and Alexander Gillon, Esqrs., 
were returned, as didy elected on the 8th instant, to serve 
as Representatives in the present Congress for the Pa- 
rishes of St. Philip and St. Michael, Charlestoien, in the 
room of George Gabriel Powell, Esq., and Sir Edmund 
Head, Bart., the former serving for St. David's Parish, 
and the latter having declined to serve. 

On motion, Resolved, That Colonel Moultrie be ordered 
to detach and post a Guard at the most proper place be- 
yond Mr. Rugeley's store, to examine strictly all suspected 
wagons coming into or going out of Charlestown, and also 
every person suspected of proceedings prejudicial to the 
welfare of the Colony, or of the common cause. 

On motion, Peter Bounetheau, Esq., was appointed as- 
sistant to the Secretary of this Congress. 

Colonel Parsons reported the draught of a Letter, which 
he and Mr. Bee had yesterday been desired to prepare, to 
the Council of Safety in Georgia, relative to Mr. Camp- 
bell's application to this Congress for Gunpowder. 

The said Draught being read, was amended, and agreed 
to as follows : 

Charlestown, November 9, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Mr. Campbell has applied to the Provin- 
cial Congress now sitting here, acquainting them, " that 
though you have allowed certain quantities of powder to 
several other houses concerned in the Indian trade at Au- 
gusta, yet you had omitted to let his house have any, be- 
cause all his powder, three thousand two hundred pounds 
weight, was brought into this Colony, and that by your 
making such a distinction, he is likely to be a great suf- 
ferer." The Congress, therefore, have desired me to sig- 
nify to you, gentlemen, that it is their wish that you would 
spare Mr. Campbell five hundred pounds weight of the 
powder in your possession, and that they cannot entertain 
a doubt of your doing so, as it will be consistent with the 
promises made by you, particularly by Captain Elbert and 
Mr. Habersham, to Captains Joiner and Barnwell, that all 
the traders should be put upon a footing. Rather than all 
the traders should not be upon an equal footing, we would, 
if practicable, have supplied Mr. Campbell out of what is 
in this Colony, but we are now rendered less able, as we 
have just received intelligence that one thousand pounds 
weight of powder, which we were sending to the Chero- 
kees, has been, near Ninety-Six, seized and taken away 
by one Patrick Cunningham (whose brother Robert we 
have here in custody) and some other malcontents there, 
against whom we are, at a considerable expense, sending 
an army that we hope will bring them to reason. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant. 

By order of Congress. 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

Honourable Council of Safety, at Savannah. 

On motion, Resolved, That no Member depart this Con- 
gress without leave. 

Ordered, That all such absent Members as can be con- 
veniently sent to, be summoned to give immediate attend- 
ance on the service of the Colony in Congress; and that 
such summonses be despatched by express. 

Adjourned to six o'clock, in the evening. 

In Congress, Thursday evening, November 9, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And Peter Bounetheau, Esq., was sworn in Assistant 
Secretary to the Congress, and entered upon the duty of 
that office. 

Read a Letter from Captain Edward Blake, dated this 
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day, relative to an armed Schooner having arrived at St. 
Augustine from Boston, in order to cruize upon this coast. 
Ordered, That the following Letter be immediately sent 
to Captain Tufts: „, , , „ , „ ,„„- 

' J Charlestown, November 9, 1775. 

Sir : You are hereby ordered immediately to repair 
with the schooner Defence, under your command, to the 
mouth of Wappoo Creek, where you are expected to arrive 
by daylight, and to give your personal attendance on the 
President directly after your arrival. 

By order of Congress: 

William Henry Drayton, President. 
Captain Simon Tufts, of the Colony Schooner Defence. 

Ordered, That a Schooner be provided to enable the 
Colony Schooner Defence to pass through Wappoo Cut; 
and that the Defence be, with all possible despatch, properly 
victualled and supplied with all necessary stores. 

Ordered, That Colonel Moultrie do forthwith detach a 
Captain with thirty -five able Privates on board the Schooner 
Defence, and that Mr. President do issue orders for that 
purpose. 

The following order was accordingly drawn : 

Charlestown, November 9, 1775. 

Sir: You are hereby ordered to detach a Captain and 
thirty-five able men of the regiments under your command, 
who are to act as marines, and are to embark to-morrow, 
on board the Colony Schooner Defence, commanded by 
Captain Simon Tufts, until further orders. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, your most humble servant. 
By order of Congress : 

William Henry Drayton, President. 
To Colonel Moultrie. 

On motion, That orders be issued to the Commanding 
Officer at Fort Johnson, by every military operation, to 
endeavour to oppose the passage of any British Naval 
Armament that may attempt to pass that post, 

A debate arose, and the question being put, resolved in 
the affirmative. 

Whereupon the following order was immediately issued, 
signed by the President : 

Charlestown, November 9, 1775. 

Sir : You are hereby commanded with the troops under 
your orders, by every military operation, to endeavour to 
oppose the passage of any British naval armament that 
may attempt to pass Fort Johnson, until further orders by 
Congress or Council of Safety. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most humble servant. 
By order of Congress : 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

To Colonel William Moultrie, or the Commanding Officer 
at Fort Johnson. 

Ordered, That Mr. President be desired to write to 
Captain Thombrough, signifying to him the Resolution 
the Congress have entered.into this night, respecting ships 
of war passing Fort Johnson. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Friday, November 10, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And yesterday's Journals were read. 

Mr. President laid before the Congress the draught of a 
Letter which he had, by their order, prepared to be wrote 
to Captain Thombrough. 

And the same being read and amended, was agreed to, 
as follows: „, , 

Charlestown, November 9, 1775. 

Sir : The late cruel cannonade of Bristol by the Bri- 
tish ships of war, to enforce an arbitrary demand of sheep ; 
the general depredations on the American coasts by min- 
isterial authority; the late advices from England of large 
military armaments by land and sea, for the hostile inva- 
sion of the Colonies upon this Continent; and the procla- 
mation of the 23d of August last, at the Court of St. 
James's, by which the good people of America are unjustly 
described as in avowed rebellion ; superadded to the former 
American grievances, and to your late unjustly seizing the 
persons, vessels and property of the inhabitants of this 
country ; together with Lord William Campbell's threats 



of hostilities against us, have sunk deep in the minds of a 
people who, seeing themselves by the royal act in effect 
put out of the regal protection, are at length driven to the 
disagreeable necessity of ordering a military opposition to 
the arms of the British Ministry. But the people of South- 
Carolina, remembering that those who point the British 
arms at their breasts, and against their invaluable liberties, 
are their dear countrymen, and once were their friends, 
unwilling, yet determined, vigorously to oppose any ap- 
proach of threatening danger to their safety, have directed 
me to intimate to you, sir, as Commander-in-chief of the 
British armament on this station, that orders are issued to 
the commanding officer at Fort Johnson, by every military 
operation, to endeavour to prevent any ministerial arma- 
ment from passing that post. 

We thus think it proper to warn you from an approach 
that must be productive of the shedding of blood, which, 
in other circumstances, we would endeavour to preserve. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, your most humble servant. 
By order of Congress : 
To Edward Thombrough, Esq., Commander of the Tamer 

Sloop-of-War. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be forthwith engrossed, 
signed by Mr. President, and sent to Captain Thom- 
brough. 

The Committee to whom several unpaid Accounts for 
Debts contracted before the meeting of the Congress were 
referred, reported. 

Ordered, That the President do issue his Warrants for 
the payment of the sums mentioned in the said Report. 

Captain Polk delivered in an Account for the service of 
his Company from the 18th of August last, by which a 
balance of one thousand six hundred and eighty-seven 
Pounds appeared to be due to them. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant for 
the payment of said balance. 
. And a Warrant was issued accordingly. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do sign and issue Com- 
missions appointing Ezekiel Polk, Esq., to be Captain, and 
Samuel Watson and William Polk, to be Lieutenants, of a 
Company of Volunteer Rangers. 

Commissions were accordingly made out for the said 
Officers, signed, and dated the 3d instant, in the form fol- 
lowing : 

South-Carolina. — In Provincial Congress. 
To Edward Blake, Esq.: 

You are hereby nominated and appointed Captain of a 
company of volunteer Rangers, in the service of this Colo- 
ny, subject to the orders of Congress, and, in their recess, 
to the Council of Safety. This commission to continue 
during pleasure. Dated in Congress, November 3, 1775. 
By order of Congress : 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

Ordered, That Captain Polk and Lieutenant Watson 
have leave of absence. 

Mr. Nathan Legare, attended, according to order of the 
6th inst.; and his Letter, which had given offence, having 
been read to him, he declared, that it had been written 
merely as a cloke, to be shown occasionally, if the men of 
war should stop his lime-boats, that he being thereby sup- 
posed friendly to them, the said boats might be suffered to 
pass the more freely; and that it was never his intention 
to supply the men of war with any thing. 

Upon this declaration, confirmed by some other circum- 
stances, Mr. Legare' s conduct appearing less criminal than 
it was at first thought, he was, by order, reprimanded from 
the Chair, for the indiscreet manner in which he expressed 
himself in the letter, and charged to have no intercourse or 
communication whatever in future with the men of war. 

The Secretary, as Chairman of the Committee of Ob- 
servation, reported, that in consequence of the late corres- 
pondence between the Congress and Captain Thombrough, 
of His Majesty's Sloop Tamer, and some information laid 
before the Congress by Jonathan Scott, Esq., he had 
thought it his duty, and did, last Tuesday evening, cause 
all the fishing boats to be stopped from proceeding beyond 
Fort Johnson ; as he observed, that instead of avoiding, 
they mostly went in the way of the men of war, and were 
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frequently along side ; and that he had also avoided, until 
the further order of the Congress, giving permits for the 
passage of coasters, and persons desirous of going into the 
Road, lest in one case, a seizure of the schooners should 
ensue, according to Captain Thornbrough' s threat; and in 
the other, an improper correspondence might be carried 
on, prejudicial to the Colony, in the present critical situa- 
tion of its affairs. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Commissary of Stores be 
appointed, to provide and supply the Naval Armaments of 
this Colony with ever)' requisite for that service, agreeable 
to order of Congress, or Council of Safety; and to give 
his necessary attendance upon the business of the said 
Congress or Council. 

Ordered, That Colonel Molte, Dr. Oliphant, Mr. Fer- 
guson, Mr. Gibbes, and Captain Joiner, be a Committee 
to take a view of Charlestown ; and to report, as soon as 
may be, what further works of defence are immediately ne- 
cessary for its most effectual security against hostile attacks 
by ships of war. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone and Mr. Rivers be de- 
sired to hire a sufficient number of negroes, to give all 
possible despalch to the completing the Redoubt erecting 
upon James Island, to the westward of Fort Johnson. 

Ordered, That the Commissioners of the Colony Trea- 
sury do pay to the Commissioners appointed by the late 
Council of Safety for cutting lines of intrenchment across 
Charlestown Neck, any sum or sums, not exceeding in the 
whole the sum of five thousand Pounds, current money, for 
carrying the works, for which they were appointed, into 
execution. 

Adjourned to five o'clock, in the evening. 

In Congress, Friday evening, November 10, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Committee to whom the Letter from the Commit- 
tee at Little River was referred, reported. 

Ordered, That the following answer be written to the 
said Committee : 

In Congress, Charlestown, November 10, 1775, 
Gentlemen: Your letter of the 15th of September, 
directed to the Committee of Intelligence, was produced 
to the General Committee the 23d of that month ; and 
enclosed are the minutes from the journals thereon, by 
which you will perceive that James Hamilton became a 
subscriber to the Association previous to your complaints 
against Daniel Robins being laid before the General Com- 
mittee ; therefore that part of your allegation could no 
longer subsist, on the principle we would wish to observe, 
of making forgiveness the consequence of repentance : other 
part of your charge against Robins seems not to have been 
much attended to, the General Committee viewing the 
matter as we now do, to have been wholly cognizable by 
your Committee. 

And in answer to your last, of the 23d ult., directed to 
the General Committee, we mention, that observing your 
readiness to serve your country in other respects, and as it 
calls on you to be a District Committee, your resignation 
cannot be admitted. And we would now hint to you, if 
Robins behaves contumaciously, he is still in your power, 
clothed with authority, as you are, equal to other District 
or Parochial Committees. 

The necessary attention will be paid to your application 
for a supply of gunpowder, and what money you have ad- 
vanced for the publick will be repaiu on application of either 
of your members. . 

Ordered, That the said Letter be engrossed, signed by 
Mr. President, and sent to the Little River Committee. 

Ordered, That the Little River Committee be supplied 
with fifty pounds weight of Gunpowder, and a proportion- 
able quantity of Lead. 

Ordered, That the following Commission be issued to 
Captain Blake. 

South-Carolina. 
To Edward Blake, Esq. 

You are hereby nominated and appointed Commissary 
of Stores for the Naval Department in this Colony ; and you 
are to execute all orders you may receive from time to time 
from the Congress, or Council of Safety for the time being. 



This commission to continue during pleasure. Dated the 
10th of November, 1775. 
By order of Congress: 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

On motion, Resolved, That all the Boats and Canoes 
employed in fishing, be obliged to pass Fort Johnson, and 
call at said Fort. 

.On motion, Resolved, That the Commander at Fort 
Johnson be, and he is hereby ordered, strictly to examine 
all Fishing and other Boats passing the said Fort, as well 
those who shall have permits as those of Fishermen, in 
order that no improper correspondence be carried on, which 
might prove injurious to the Colony in its present state. 

On motion, Resolved, That John Morris, Esq., Comp- 
troller of the Customs, on account of his present ill state 
of health, upon his parole not to go on board or have any 
intercourse with any of the Ring's Vessels, have leave to 
pass and repass to his Island, by permits, during the plea- 
sure of this Congress, or authority derived from them. 

Resolved, That the indulgence granted to Mr. Morris, 
shall not be drawn into precedent. 

The Messenger who had in charge to deliver the Let- 
ter to Captain Thornbrough, reported the delivery thereof; 
and that Captain Thornbrough only said, " it is very well." 

Resolved, That Mr. President be authorized and em- 
powered to order such motions of the Troops as he shall 
think necessary to enable Captain Blake to sink certain 
Schooners in Hog Island channel. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do proceed in reading the 
Journals of the late Council of Safety. 

The said Journals were accordingly read to the 21st of 
August, inclusive, page 154. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Saturday, November 11, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And the Journal of yesterday was read. 

Ordered, That the Ordnance Storekeeper and Powder 
Receiver, do forthwith deliver five hundred pounds weight 
of Gunpowder, and proper Cannon Ball in proportion, to 
the order of Captain Joseph Darrel, for the use of Lyttel- 
ton's bastion. 

Ordered, That the same officer do likewise deliver to 
Captain Ezekiel Polk, thirteen pounds weight of Gun- 
powder, Lead in proportion, and three dozen Flints, for 
the use of his company of Volunteer Rangers. 

On motion, Resolved, That Captain Edward Blake, 
Commissary of Stores for the Naval Department, be au- 
thorized and empowered, if he shall think it necessary, to 
purchase eight thousand pounds weight of Bread, for the 
use of t he Naval Armament of this Colony. And that this 
Congress will make provision for the payment thereof. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do proceed in reading the 
Journals of the late Council of Safely. 

Upon receipt of a Letter from Captain John Purves, of 
the Rangers, dated Dorchester, November 10, 1775, 

Ordered, That the reading of the Journals of the Coun- 
cil of Safety be postponed. 

And Captain Purves's Letter being read, 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a Committee of 
the following gentlemen, viz : Colonel Laurens, Colonel 
Bull, Col. Gervais, Dr. Oliphant, and Capt. John lluger. 

Ordered, That the Committee on the state of the Colo- 
ny do forthwith sit, and report their progress to-morrow. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Sunday : November 12, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And yesterday's Journal was read. 

The Rev. Mr. Turquand, by desire of the Congress, 
performed divine service before them. 

Captain Tufts, of the Colony Schooner Defence, who 
had been ordered to cover and protect I he sinking of a 
number of Hulks, prepared for that purpose, on the bar of 
Hog Island Creek, so as to obstruct the passage of ships 
of war through the said creek, reported ; 
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That having yesterday, about two o'clock in the after- 
noon, proceeded with four hulks, in order to sink them 
upon the bar of that Creek, being about gunshot from the 
King's Ships Tamer of sixteen, and Cherokee of six guns; 
as he approached the place of his destination, the Tamer 
fired six shots at him, which he, just coming to an anchor, 
returned with two; that the Tamer continuing the can- 
nonade, he contented himself with returning only one shot 
more, and then proceeded to sink the hulks. That he ac- 
cordingly sunk three of them, but the fourth not coming 
up early enough in the tide, he continued the night on his 
station, in order to sink her also, at a proper time of tide. 
That about a quarter after four this morning, the Tamer 
and Cherokee, having warped nearer to his vessel in the 
night, discharged their broadsides at him, and continued 
the cannonade until about seven o'clock ; when having, 
notwithstanding so heavy a fire, carried her to her proper 
station, and having scuttled her in various places, left her 
sinking, and then, having no further duty to perform, he 
retreated. That however, as the hulk, being loaded with 
sand, was a considerable time in sinking, and as he was 
considerably retreated, the Tamer sent an armed boat, 
which fired the hulk, towing her into shallower water, 
where she shortly after sunk. That in his retreat he in- 
effectually fired a shot at this armed boat, but finding his 
shot would not be of any service, he refrained from such 
an expenditure of ammunition. That notwithstanding so 
long and severe a cannonade from the Tamer and Chero- 
kee, he received no other damage but one shot under his 
counter, one in his broadside, and a third which cut his 
fore starboard shroud. That he had not one man wounded. 
That in general the shot passed between his rigging and 
struck the main land. And that amidst this imminent dan- 
ger the officers and men on board, although in general new 
in the service, displayed the greatest cheerfulness, tran- 
quillity and coolness. 

Ordered, That the thanks of the Congress be returned 
to Captain Tufts, for his spirited and prudent conduct upon 
this occasion ; and also to Captain William Scott, who acted 
as a volunteer in the command of the Marines on board 
the Schooner Defence; and that those gentlemen be re- 
quested to return the thanks of this Congress to all the offi- 
cers and men who acted under their respective commands. 

Colonel Laurens, from the Committee to whom was 
referred the complaint of the Officers of the Regiment of 
Rangers, respecting rank and precedence, delivered in 
their Report. 

And the said Report being taken into immediate consi- 
deration, the Congress came to the following Resolution 
thereupon : 

Resolved, That the Regiment of Rangers be considered 
as the Third Regiment in the service of the Colony ; that 
the degrees of First and Second Lieutenants be considered 
as giving rank regimentally in the Regiments respectively, 
and not otherwise; and that upon detachments and courts 
martial, officers of horse and foot of equal degree shall 
take rank according to the date of commissions. 

Ordered, That so many Stores in the Town of Dor- 
chester as have been hired by the Committee of that Pa- 
rish for the publick service, as will be sufficient to lodge the 
Troops that are or may be stationed at that post, be forth- 
with fitted up for that service. 

Ordered, That Mr. Edivards, Captain Joiner, Captain 
Shubrick, Mr. Neufville, and Mr. Vciree, be a Commit- 
tee to consider the expediency and expense of immediately 
fitting, arming, and manning the Ship Prosper in the ser- 
vice of the Colony, for the purpose of taking or sinking the 
men of war now in Rebellion Road. And that. the said 
Committee do immediately sit, and report thereon without 
loss of time. 

Mr. Gibbes, from the Committee appointed to take a 
view of Charlestown, and report what further works are 
immediately necessary for its most effectual defence against 
hostile attacks by ships of war, delivered in their Report. 

And the said Report being immediately taken under 
consideration, the Congress came to the following Resolu- 
tion thereupon : 

Resolved, That a Battery of six heavy pieces of Cannon 
be immediately erected on or near Colonel Gadsden's land. 
That some proper Cannon be mounted on the wharves, 
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near the centre of the bay. That Granville's bastion be 
put into a better posture of defence. That the platform 
in tbe north face of Lyttelton's bastion be extended. That 
a battery of three or four guns be erected near Cum7nins's 
Point; and another battery of two or three guns in some 
proper spot at Wappoo, to prevent vessels of force, lying 
in Ashley River. 

Mr. Edwards, from the Committee to consider the ex- 
pediency and expense of immediately fitting, arming, and 
manning the Ship Prosper in the service of the Colony, 
delivered in their Report. 

Which being read, 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration this 
afternoon. 

Adjourned to five o'clock, this afternoon. 

In Congress, Sunday evening, November 19, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Secretary delivered in two Returns, one from the 
Sheriff of Beaufort, and the other from the Sheriff of Cam- 
den, of Prisoners in their respective Jails, in consequence 
of the Letters which the late Genera] Committee had di- 
rected him to write to them. 

On motion, Resolved, That five thousand pounds weight 
of Gunpowder, of the present stock in the Colony, be re- 
served for the interior defence thereof. 

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. President be desired 
forthwith to write to the Council of Safety in Georgia, 
stating the late hostilities, and soliciting their utmost im- 
mediate aid and assistance, by a supply of all the Gun- 
powder, Arms, and other Military Stores that can be 
spared. 

Ordered, That Mr. De Saussure and Mr. Robert Wil- 
liam Powell, as a deputation from this Congress, do pro- 
ceed with Mr. President's Letter to GeorgTa. 

The Report of the Committee to consider the. expe- 
diency and expense of fitting, arming, and manning the 
Ship Prosper in the immediate service of this. Colony, for 
the purpose of taking or sinking the men of war now in 
Rebellion Road, being taken into consideration, 

Resolved, That the Ship Prosper be immediately im- 
pressed and taken into the service of the Colony, and fitted 
and armed as a frigate of war, with the utmost expedi- 
tion. 

Ordered, That Mr. Edwards, Captain Shubrick, Cap- 
tain Joiner, Mr. Neufville, and Mr. Verree, be, and they 
are hereby appointed Commissioners, under whose direc- 
tion Captain Blake and Captain Cochran are to proceed 
to fit, arm, and man the Ship Prosper, with all possible 
expedition. 

Whereupon, Mr. President was requested to write to 
Colonel Moultrie, as follows : 

Charlestown, November 12, 1775. 

Sir : You are hereby ordered to post a detachment of 
fifty able men from the regiments under your command, 
with such officer as you shall judge proper for the service, 
at whatever wharf in Charlestown the ship Prosper, im- 
pressed into the service of the Colony, shall lie; and to 
guard and protect the said ship against any attempt that 
may be made to injure or remove her, until further orders. 

By order of Congress : 

William Henry Drayton, President, 

To Colonel Moultrie. 

Ordered, That Dr. Oliphant, Mr. Gibbes, and Colonel 
Moidtrie, be Commissioners for carrying into execution 
the Resolution of this morning, respecting the erecting of 
additional batteries for the defence of Charlestown. 

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. President, Colonel 
Pinckney, and Mr. Thomas Hey ward, Jun., be authorized 
to order and do whatever they shall think necessary for 
the publick safety, until the meeting of the Congress to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Monday, November 13, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And yesterday's Journal was read. 

Ordered, That Mr. Poivell, and Mr. De Saussure, the 
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gentlemen who were yesterday deputed from this Congress 
to go to Georgia, be authorized and desired to engage all 
and every able and effective seaman they may meet with 
there, who shall be willing to enter into the service of this 
Colony; and that they be also authorized to purchase all 
the Sulphur, Saltpetre and Lead that can be got there. 
That one thousand Pounds currency be immediately placed 
into the hands of the said Messrs. Powell and De Suus- 
sure for the purposes abovementioned ; and that this Con- 
gress will cause their drafts for any further sums that may 
be wanted, to be paid. 

John McQueen, Esq., was returned as duly elected a 
Representative of the Parish of St. Paul, to serve in the 
present Congress in the room of fVilliam Skirving, Esq., 
who serves for St. Bartholomew's. 

And took his seat accordingly. 

Ordered, That Colonel Moultrie be desired to order a 
Sergeant and twelve men to go on board the Schooner 
Defence every evening, at five o'clock, and to remain on 
board until seven in the morning, until the further order of 
the Congress therein. 

Mr. President laid before the Congress the draft which 
he had been requested to prepare, of a Letter to the 
Council of Safely in Georgia, stating the late hostilities 
by the British arms. 

And the same being read, was amended, and is as fol- 
lows : 

By order of Congress. 

South-Carolina, Charlestown, November 12, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The actual commencement of hostilities 
by the British arms in this Colony against the inhabitants, 
is an event of the highest moment to the southern part of 
the United Colonies on this Continent; therefore, lest so 
important an event should be misrepresented, I am direct- 
ed to inform you of the particulars of it, and of a subse- 
quent action. 

As it was found necessary to obstruct the channel of 
Hog Island Creek, being one approach to this town from 
Rebellion Road, Captain Tufts, commander of the Colony 
schooner Defence, mounted with two nine-pounders, six 
six-pounders, and two four-pounders, having on board se- 
venty seamen and marines, proceeded yesterday, about 
two in the afternoon, with four hulks, in order to sink 
them upon the bar of that creek, being about gunshot from 
the King's ships Tamer of sixteen, and the Cherokee of 
six guns. As Captain Tufts approached the place of his 
destination, the Tamer fired six shot at him, which Cap- 
tain Tufts, just coming to an anchor, returned with two ; 
and the Tamer continuing the cannonade, Captain Tufts 
contented himself with returning only one shot more, and 
then proceeded to sink the hulks. He accordingly sunk 
three large schooner hulks, hut the fourth not coming up 
early enough on the tide, he continued the night on his 
station, in order to sink her also, at a proper time of tide. 
About a quarter after four in the morning, the Tamer and 
Cherokee, having warped nearer to Captain Tufts in the 
night, discharged their broadsides at him, and continued 
the cannonade until about seven o'clock, when Captain 
Tufts having, notwithstanding so heavy a fire, carried 
•the hulk to her proper station, and having scuttled her in 
various places, left her sinking, and then, having no further 
duty to perform, he retreated. However, as the bulk, being 
loaded with sand, was a considerable time in sinking, and 
as Captain Tufts was considerably retreated, the Tamer 
sent an armed boat which fired the hulk, towing her into 
shallower water, where she shortly after sunk. Captain 
Tufts in his retreat, ineffectually fired a shot at this armed 
boat, but finding his firing would not be of any service, he 
very prudently refrained from such an expenditure of am- 
munition. Notwithstanding so long and severe a cannon- 
ade from the Tamer and Cherokee, on board of which last 
Lord William Campbell has for some time past fixed his 
residence, Captain Tufts received no other damage but 
one shot under his counter, one in his broadside, and a third 
which cut his fore starboard shroud ; not a man was wound- 
ed. In general the shot passed between his rigging, and 
struck the main land ; and amidst this imminent danger, 
the officers and men on board, although in general new in the 
service, displayed the greatest cheerfulness, tranquillity and 
coolness, during this heavy fire. Fort Johnson discharged 



some twenty-six pounders at the Tamer and Cherokee, 
but the cannon requiring an elevation of ten degrees to 
reach them, rather than continue to discharge such random 
shot the firing from that post was discontinued. 

The inhabitants of this metropolis were in general spec- 
tators of the latter part of the cannonade. The drums 
beat to arms, and the militia in a body assembled under 
their officers with such alertness, and so properly armed, 
as gave the highest pleasure and confidence to the publick. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most humble 
servant, 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety, at Savannah, in 
Georgia. 

Resolved, That the two Pilot Boats, lately taken into 
the service of the Colony, be ordered to continue cruizing 
till the further order of this Congress. 

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores, for the Naval 
Department, do continue to supply the said Boats with 
Provisions and other necessaries. 

Colonel Pinckney, from the Committee on the state of 
the Colony, and the means for immediately putting the 
same into the most defensible state, reported in part, ac- 
cording to order. 

And the said partial Report being taken under imme- 
diate consideration, the Congress came to the following 
Resolutions thereupon: 

Resolved, That, as there is a great want of men to 
manage and fire the Artillery in Fort Johnson, and the 
other fortifications now erected, and such batteries as it 
may hereafter be thought necessary to erect, a Regiment of 
Artillery be forthwith raised and embodied, to serve either 
in garrisons or otherwise, by land or water, as the service 
of the Colony may require, to consist of three Companies 
of one hundred men each, including non-commissioned 
Officers and Gunners. 

Resolved, That the said Regiment be officered, and al- 
lowed daily pay, as follows; and rations at three Shillings 
a day : 

A Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant, five Pounds cur- 
rency per day. 

A Major, four Pounds and ten Shillings. 

Three Captains, three Pounds each. 

Three First Lieutenants, one Pound and fifteen Shil- 
lings each. 

Three Second Lieutenants, one Pound and fifteen Shil- 
lings each. 

Six Lieutenants Fire Workers, one Pound twelve Shil- 
lings and six Pence each. 

A Quartermaster, one Pound and fifteen Shillings. 

An Adjutant, two Pounds and five Shillings. 

A Surgeon, two Pounds. 

A Surgeon's Mate, one Pound and ten Shillings. 

A Sergeant Workman, to attend the Laboratory, fifteen 
Shillings. 

Twelve Sergeants, twelve Shillings each. 

Twelve Corporals, eleven Shillings each. 

Thirty Gunners, ten Shillings each. 

Two hundred and fifty-eight Matrosses, seven Shillings 
and six Pence each. 

Three Drums, eleven Shillings each. 

Three Fifes, eleven Shillings each. 

An Armourer, twenty Shillings. 

An Assistant Armourer, ten Shillings. 

A Paymaster, two Pounds. 

Resolved, That twenty-five Pounds currency, bounty 
money, be allowed and paid to every able bodied and 
effective man who shall voluntarily enlist in the said Re- 
giment; to be paid in such proportions, and at such periods, 
as in the opinion of the officer shall have the best tendency 
to promote the service. 

Resolved, That the sum of twenty-five Pounds per man 
for the Privates, and thirty-five Pounds for the Sergeants 
and Corporals, be allowed for clothing the said Regiment 
of Artillery. 

Resolved, That all the men to be raised for the said 
Regiment, and also all the men henceforward to be en- 
listed in the service of the Colony, be engaged for six 
months certain, and not exceeding the term of two years, 
if they shall then desire to be discharged. 
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That Mt. Ralph Tzar J, Mr. Thomas Middleton, (son of 
Henry,) and Mr. John McQueen, be a Committee, to re- 
ceive the names of such gentlemen as may offer them- 
selves to serve as officers in the Regiment of Artillery, to 
be forthwith raised ; and that they do sit in the Assembly 
Room at the State House for that purpose, from seven to 
eight o'clock this evening, and from eight to nine to-mor- 
row morning. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do immediately cause pub- 
lick notice hereof to be given, in printed handbills, and 
by beat of drum. 

Adjourned to five o'clock, in the evening. 

In Congress, Monday evening, November 13, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do proceed to read the 
Report of the Committee on the state of the Colony. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the second para- 
graph thereof be postponed. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do proceed to read the 
Journals of the late Council of Safely. 

Ordered, That the reading of said Journal be postponed. 

Ordered, That the third paragraph of the Report of 
the Committee on the state of the Colony, be now taken 
under consideration. And after some debate thereon, 

Ordered, That the same be postponed. 

On information that Moses Kirlcland had been seen in 
town this evening, 

Ordered, That Colonel Laurens, and any other two 
members, do make immediate inquiry of, and take such 
steps as they shall find necessary for apprehending the 
said Moses Kirkland, if returned to this Colony. 

Ordered, That Colonel Laurens and Mr. Jacob Motte 
be added to the Commissioners for erecting several new 
batteries for the more effectual defence of Charlestown. 

Resolved, That Mr. President, Colonel Pinclmey, and 
Mr. Thomas Heijward, Jun., be authorized to order and 
do whatever may be found necessary for the publick safety, 
till the meeting of the Congress to-morrow. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



Teller for the yeas, Hon. Mr. Lowndes. 

Teller for the nays, Colonel Pinclincy. 

And it was accordingly resolved in the affirmative. 

On motion, Resolved, That Clement Lempriere, Esq., 
be appointed Captain and Commander of the Ship Pros- 
per, now fitting and arming in the Colony service. That 
Captain Thomas Sherman be appointed First Lieutenant 
of the said Ship ; and that the officering, manning, and 
the wages of the Officers and Seamen, be at the same 
rates as of the Schooner Defence. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue commissions ac- 
cordingly, for officering the said Ship. 

Ordered, That Captain Thomas Savage, Mr. George 
Abbot Hall, Mr. Kalteisen, and Captain Leger, be added 
to the Commissioners for fitting out and arming the ship 
Prosper, taken into the service of the Colony. 

Resolved, That the Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant, 
the Major, the three Captains, the Surgeon, and the Pay- 
master, to the Regimenrof Artillery to be forthwith raised, 
be chosen by ballot, by the Members of Congress ; and 
that the subordinate officers of the said corps be chosen by 
the Captains so elected, with the approbation of the Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Commandant. 

Adjourned to six o'clock, in the evening. 

In Congress, Tuesday evening, November 14, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The following Officers to the Regiment of Artillery to 
be formed, were then balloted for by the Members; and 
at the close of the poll, by Mr. President declared duly 
elected : 

Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant, Owen Roberts, Esq. 

Major, Hon. Barnard Elliott. 

Captains, Barnard Beelcman, Charles Drayton, Sims 
White, Esqs. 

Paymaster, Paul Townshend, Esq. 

Surgeon, John Budd, Esq. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue Commissions 
accordingly. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



In Congress, Tuesday, November 14, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And the Journal of yesterday was read. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Honourable William 
Henry Drayton, the Reverend Mr. Tcnnent, Arthur Mid- 
dleton, Esq., Captain Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Col. 
Gervais, Captain Roger Smith, Mr. Thomas Heyivard, 
Jun., and Mr. Ralph Izard, be, and they are hereby ap- 
pointed a Committee of Intelligence, to correspond with, 
and communicate to, the inhabitants of the interior parts 
of this Colony, every kind of necessary information ; with 
power to hire horses and send expresses upon all occasions 
that they shall think proper; and, until a Council of Safety 
shall be appointed, to seize, or cause to be seized and se- 
cured, and take the examinations of all such persons, who, 
being at large, may endanger the publick safety, or prove 
injurious to the common cause of America. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the Report of the 
Committee on the state of the Colony be now proceeded 
in. 

On motion, That the Congress do agree with the Com- 
mittee, "That the two Regiments of Infantry, and the Regi- 
ment of Horse, now in the pay of the Colony, be completed 
to their first establishment, viz : of seven hundred and fifty 
men to the foot, and four hundred and fifty to the horse," 

A debate arose ; and the question being put, 

It was carried in the negative. 

A motion was then made, and seconded, "That the Coun- 
cil of Safety, for the time being, shall issue orders to com- 
plete the original establishment of the Army voted by the 
last Congress, in proportion as arms and clothing shall be 
procured ; and that the said Council shall use the most 
effectual means for procuring arms and clothing, with all 
possible expedition." 

A debate ensued ; and the question being put, 

The Congress divided. 

The yeas went forth : Yeas 49; nays 48. 



In Congress, Wednesday, November 15, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And yesterday's Journal was read. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue Commissions for 
all the Officers of the Regiment of Artillery forthwith to 
be raised ; and also for the promotion of Officers in the 
Regiments of Infantry. 

Colonel Laurens, from the Committee for auditing the 
publick Accounts, reported the following as proper to be 
paid, viz: 

To Major Golsan, - - £ 94 10 
Capt. Gasper Brown's, 288 
Capt. Flood's, - - - 163 2 6 
Capt. Gasper Ott's, - 318 15 
Capt. Aaron Little's,- 231 15 
Capt. H. Geigcr's, - 164 10 

—£1260 12 9 

To the Committee of Prince Frederick's 

Parish, 24 10 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrants for 
the payment of said sums. 

And Warrants were accordingly issued. 

Information being laid before the Congress, that Robert 
McKeoivn, a waiter in the service of the customs, had yes- 
terday proceeded on board the Tamer sloop-of-war, 

Ordered, That the said McKeown be summoned to at- 
tend immediately. 

And the said Robert McKeown attending accordingly, 
he was examined touching the information aforesaid ; and 
declared, that being ignorant of his having been restrained 
from going out of the limits of Charlestown, he did go on 
board the Tamer only to carry down a son of the Collector 
of the Customs, who is a Midshipman in the Navy. 

Ordered, That the said Robert McKeown, be enjoined 
and required, in future, strictly to confine himself in the 
limits of Charlcstoivn ; and to have no further communi- 
cation with the men of war. 



•-Si. „w 



55 



SOUTH-CAROLINA PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



56 



Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed to fit out 
the Ship Prosper, be, and they are hereby authorized 
and empowered to take such measures as to them shall 
appear most effectual, to prevent all indirect communica- 
tion and correspondence with the ships of war in Rebellion 
Road. 

Ordered, That the Secretary, as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Observation, be empowered to employ a proper 
person or persons to see the delivery of Provisions per- 
mitted to lie sent for the use of the men of war, in such 
manner as is most likely to prevent an improper corres- 
pondence being carried on, and the quantity of Provisions 
permitted being exceeded. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the Report of the 
Committee on the state of the Colony be proceeded in. 

And being accordingly taken under consideration, the 
Congress came to the following Resolutions thereupon : 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding one hundred and 
twenty thousand Pounds currency, be forthwith stamped 
and issued, for the pay of the Regiment of Artillery to be 
raised, and incidental charges attending the same, of the 
following denominations, viz : 

10,000 bills of two Shillings and six Pence. 



10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 



a 
It 



five Shillings. 

seven Shillings and six Pence. 

ten Shillings. 

fifteen Shillings. 

one Pound. 

one Pound and ten Shillings. 

two Pounds. 

two Pounds and ten Shillings. 

three Pounds. 

of such forms, and with such devices and mottoes, as the 
Commissioners hereafter to be named shall think proper. 

Resolved, That Thomas Middleton, (son of Henry,) 
Ralph Izard, John McQueen, Paul Douxsaint, George 
Abbot Hall, Peter Leger, Maurice Simons, Robert Wil- 
liam Powell, John Berwick, Peter Bouquet, Philotheos 
Chiffelle, Roger Smith, Paul Townsend, Edward Wey- 
man, Alexander Gillon, Anthony Toomer, Daniel Cannon, 
and Francis Salvador, be, and they are hereby appointed 
Commissioners, with all possible despatch to stamp, and 
any three of them to sign, and when stamped, signed, and 
numbered, from time to time to deliver all the said bills 
into the hands of the Colony Treasurers. 

Ordered, That Henry Peronneau and Benjamin Dart, 
Esquires, joint Publick Treasurers of this Colony, do forth- 
with lay before this Congress the present state of the 
Treasury, with an account of all the Moneys therein, that 
are issuable or not issuable, either in specie, certificates, 
orders, or bills of credit. 

Ordered, That Captain Hammond be added to the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony. 

A motion was made, that the future meetings of the 
Provincial Congress be held at Camden, or some other more 
centrical and convenient place. 

But the previous question being demanded, it was put, 
and carried in the negative. 

On motion, Resolved, That this Congress will to-mor- 
row morning, at eleven o'clock, proceed to the choice of 
thirteen members to form a Council of Safety, by ballot. 

Ordered, That Mr. President, Colonel Laurens, Colonel 
Pinckney, Colonel Moultrie, and Mr. Thomas Heyivard, 
Jun., be authorized, till the meeting of the Congress to- 
morrow morning, to order and do every thing they may 
think necessary for the publick safety. 

Adjourned to eleven o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Thursday, November 16, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And yesterday's Journal was read. 

Joseph Fogartie, Esq., being returned as duly elected 
a Representative for the Parish of St. Thomas and St. 
Dennis, to serve in the present Congress in the room of 
John 31oore, Esq., who declined serving, that gentleman 
attended, and took his seat accordingly. 

n TJje Congress then proceeded to ballot for members to 
constitute a new Council of Safety. 



And the following gentlemen were duly elected, viz : 

1. Colonel Charles Pinckney. 

2. Colonel Henry Laurens. 

3. Hon. Henry Middleton. 

4. Thomas Ferguson, Esq. 

5. Arthur Middleton, Esq. 

6. Thomas Heyward, Jun., Esq. 

7. Hon. William Henry Drayton, Esq. 

8. Hon. Rawlins Lowndes, Esq. 

9. Thomas Bee, Esq. 

10. Benjamin Elliott, Esq. 

11. Colonel James Parsons. 

12. David Oliphant, Esq. 

13. Thomas Savage, Esq. 

After which the Congress adjourned to nine o'clock, to- 
morrow mornins. 



In Congress, Friday, November 17, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
The list of Members was called over. 

Jacob Molte, Esq., w 7 as returned duly elected a Repre- 
sentative for the Parish of St. James, Santee, where ho 
and Mr. Jerman before had equal votes. 

And he took his seat accordingly. 

Ordered, That Colonel Laurens, Mr. Thomas Heyward, 
Jun., and Mr. Bee, be a Committee to examine and cor- 
rect the journals of the present session of Congress, in 
order that such parts thereof as may be proper to be made 
publick, be printed with all possible despatch. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do cause such parts of the 
said Journals as shall be put into his hands for that purpose, 
to be printed with all possible expedition. 

Captain William Cattell desired leave, and read a Let- 
ter to him from Lieutenant-Colonel Roberts, requesting 
that his most grateful thanks might be returned to the 
Congress for the honour they had conferred upon him, by 
appointing him to the command of the Regiment of Artil- 
lery ; and giving assurances that were proper on such an 
occasion. 

Ordered, That Colonel Laurens, Colonel Pinckney, 
Major Pinckney, Captain Harrington, the Rev. Mr. Ten- 
nent, Mr. Thomas Heyward, Jun., and Mr. Arthur Mid- 
dleton, be a Committee, to consider of, state, and bring 
into one view, the powers and authorities proper to be 
vested in and exercised by the Council of Safety. 

Read a Letter from Messrs. Dunn and Boote, respect- 
ing their maintenance, dated yesterday. 

Resolved, That John Dunn, and Benjamin Booth Boote, 
Esquires, be allowed the sum of forty Shillings currency 
each, for their daily support and maintenance. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant on 
the Treasury for the payment of the last month's lodging 
and board of the said Messrs. Dunn and Boote, amount- 
ing to one hundred and twelve Pounds currency. 

And a Warrant was issued accordingly. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Militia of Charlestown 
who do nightly duty be allowed and provided with Fire- 
wood and Candles at the publick expense. 

Ordered, That Mr. John Calvert do furnish the Militia 
Guards with Firewood and Candles accordingly. 

Ordered, That Captain Sumpter be added to the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony. 

On motion, Resolved, That all Officers, Gunners, Ma- 
trosses, or any other persons receiving pay or hire in the 
service of the Artillery of this Colony, shall be governed 
by the same rules and articles, and be subject to be tried 
by Courts Martial, in like manner with the Officers and 
Soldiers of the other Troops in the service of this Colony. 

Resolved, That for differences arising among them- 
selves, or in matters relating solely to their own corps, the 
Courts Martial may be composed of their own Officers; 
but where a sufficient number of such Officers cannot be 
assembled, or in matters wherein other corps are interest- 
ed, the Officers of Artillery shall sit in Courts Martial with 
the Officers of the other corps in the service of the Colo- 
ny, taking their rank according to the dates of their re- 
spective commissions, and no otherwise. 

Resolved, That the Regiment of Artillery now to be 
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raised and embodied, be the fourth Regiment in the ser- 
vice of the Colony ; and that Officers of equal rank in 
the four Regiments in the Colony service, shall take pre- 
cedence according to the dates of their respective commis- 
sions. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



In Congress, Saturday, November 18, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And the Journal of yesterday was read. 

Messrs. Peronneau and Dart, joint Publick Treasurers, 
attended, and delivered in the following : 

State of the Paper Currency in the Publick Treasury 

of South-Carolina. 
Of lawful Bills of Credit, so torn and oblite- 
rated as to become impassable, of various 
denominations, about - - - - £50,000 
Of Tax Certificates and publick orders out of 
date, and kept to be destroyed, agreeable to 
laws of the Province, about - - - 19,000 
Of Certificates issued by the House of As- 
sembly, about 19,200 

Of Certificates issued by the Congress, - 1 ,320 
N. B. Not a single piece of Gold or Silver in the Trea- 
sury. 

There is owing, t)n bonds to the King, for Ne- 
gro duties, about 13,000 

And on Notes to the joint Treasurers for other 

duties, 24,000 

Upon application from the Vestry of St. Philip's Parish, 
Charlestown, 

Resolved, That a loan of Ten Thousand Pounds currency 
be furnished, from the Colony Treasury, to the Vestry of 
the Parish of St. Philip, on the credit of the Parishes of 
St. Philip and St. Michael, for the maintenance of the 
publick poor; for which sum the said Vestry are hereafter 
to account with the publick. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant ac- 
cordingly. 

Resolved, That the Inhabitants of the Parishes of St. 
Philip and St. Michael, Charlestown, ought forthwith to 
pay into the hands of the Vestry the Poor's Rates assessed 
and to be assessed on them respectively, according to law ; 
and that processes ought to be issued by the Vestry and 
Church-wardens, against such persons as shall refuse or 
neglect to pay his or their Poor's Rates, so assessed. 

Ordered, That Captain Calhoun and Captain Winn be 
added to the Committee on the state of the Colony. 

Colonel Pinckney, from the Committee on the state of 
the Colony, delivered in a further Report respecting the 
regulation of the Militia. 

Ordered, That the Report of the Committee on the 
state of the Colony, respecting the Mititia, be now taken 
under consideration. 

Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Green, and Mr. Newton, from the 
back country, attended, and were severally admitted, who 
gave very alarming accounts of the state of affairs in those 
parts. 

Ordered, That two thousand pounds weight of the 
publick Gunpowder, lately deposited in the Magazine at 
Dorchester, be removed from thence to Charlestown, with 
all possible expedition. 

Colonel Wofford delivered in a Memorial from the Com- 
mittee of the District between Enoree and Broad Rivers, 
dated the 8th instant, which was read. 

Colonel Laurens delivered in the following appraisement 
or valuation of the Ship Prosper : 

" Charlestown, November 18, 1775. 

"In obedience to the order of the Provincial Congress, 
we, the subscribers, have valued the ship Prosper, of Bris- 
tol, lately taken into the service of the Colony ; and it is 
our opinion, that two thousand pounds sterling, or the value 
thereof in current money, ought to be allowed to the owner 
or owners of the said ship ; and we recommend that such 
sum of two thousand pounds sterling, or the value thereof, 



as aforesaid, be tendered to Captain 



Smith, late mas- 



ter of the said ship, on behalf of his owners; and that the 
register of the said ship, and a proper assignment, be at 
the same time demanded from the said Captain Smith. 

" Henry Laurens, 
" Roger Smith, 
" Edward Blake." 

On motion, Resolved, That the Recruiting Officers of the 
Regiment of Artillery to be raised for the service of this 
Colony, be allowed three Pounds and five Shillings per 
head, for every effective man they shall enlist for that corps, 
brought to head-quarters, attested, and approved of by 
the Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant ; and that a suit of 
artillery and tenting be allowed and provided for the said 
Regiment. 

Ordered, That the Bounty Money for raising the said 
Regiment be issued as it may be wanted ; and that Money 
be also issued for the purchase of such Clothing, Tenting 
and Small Arms, as can be procured from Georgia or else- 
where ; and that drafts on the Congress or Council of 
Safety for the time being, for the purchase of those arti- 
cles, or any part of them, be duly paid. 

Ordered, That Mr. President be desired to prepare the 
draft of a Declaration, calculated to remove the preju- 
dices entertained in some parts of the Colony, against the 
measure of the late Council of Safety, in sending a small 
quantity of Ammunition to the Cherokee Indians. 

The consideration of the Report of the Committee on 
the state of the Colony being proceeded in, 

A debate arose on that part thereof requiring that every 
Company of Militia throughout the Colony should be as- 
sembled, mustered, trained and exercised once a fortnight. 

And a question being put thereon, 

The Congress divided ; the yeas went forth: 

For the question 43 ; against it 29. 

So that it was resolved in the affirmative. 

A debate also arose on that part of the said Report subject- 
ing Privates, not appearing completely armed at the places 
and on the days appointed, to a fine of three Pounds, and 
Officers to a fine of twenty-five Pounds, for every default. 

And the question being put, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Sunday, November 19, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And yesterday's Journal was read. 
The Rev. Mr. Paul Turquand, by desire of Congress, 
performed Divine Service before them. 

Mr. President delivered in a draft of the Declaration 
which he had been directed to prepare, to quiet the minds 
of the misguided people in the back country. 

And the said draft being taken into immediate consi- 
deration, was amended, and agreed to in the words follow- 
ing : 

South-Carolina. 

By authority of Congress. — A Declaration. 
It has ever been the policy of America in general, and 
of this Colony in particular, to endeavour to cultivate a 
good correspondence with the neighbouring Indians; and 
especially so, since the commencement of the present un- 
happy disputes with the British Administration. This 
policy originated from a view of preserving, at the cheap- 
est rate, our borders from savage inroads, pushed on by 
French or Spanish management, or Indian avidity or fe- 
rocity. Of late this policy has been persevered in ; and 
our endeavours have been redoubled, in order to oppose 
and to frustrate the design of the British Administration, 
by the hands of Indians, to deluge our frontiers with the 
blood of our fellow-citizens. Experience has taught us, 
that occasional presents to the Indians has been the great 
means of acquiring their friendship. In this necessary ser- 
vice, Government every year has expended large sums of 
money; and the Continental Congress having divided the 
management of the Indian affairs into three departments, 
have allotted for-the expenses of this Southern Department 
the sum of ten thousand dollars, in order to preserve the 
friendship of the Indians on the back of our settlements. 
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The late Council of Safety spared no pains to confirm 
them in their pacifick inclinations ; but, from the repeated, 
constant and uniform accounts they received from the Coun- 
cil of Safety in Georgia, the Indian traders in that and in 
this Colony, and among the Creeks and Cherokees, and 
the persons there employed by the two Colonies to super- 
intend the Indian affairs, it clearly and unfortunately ap- 
peared, that a general Indian war was inevitable, unless 
the Indians were furnished with some small supplies of 
ammunition, to enable them to procure deer skins for their 
support and maintenance. 

Rather than draw on an Indian war, by an ill-timed fru- 
gality in withholding ammunition, our friends in Georgia 
resolved to supply the Creeks with such a quantity as 
might, in some degree, satisfy their urgent wants, but 
could not incite by enabling them to commit hostilities. 
They sent on that service two thousand weight of powder, 
and a proportionable weight of lead ; they also strongly' 
pressed the late Council of Safety to supply the Chero- 
kees. About the end of September, the Hon. William 
Henry Drayton, a member of the late Council of Safety, 
met several of the Cherokee head men at the Congaixes. 
Nothing could in the least degree satisfy them but a pro- 
mise of some ammunition. At length the late Council, in 
October last, issued a supply of ammunition, consisting of 
only one thousand weight of powder, and two thousand 
pounds weight of lead, for the use of the Cherokees, as 
the only probable means of preserving the frontiers from 
the inroads of the Indians; and the Council the more 
readily agreed to this measure, because, as they almost 
daily expected that the British arms would attack the 
Colony in front on the sea coast, they thought they would 
be inexcusable, if they did not, as much as in them lay, 
remove every cause to apprehend an altack at the same 
time from the Indians upon the back settlements. 

But this measure, entered into by the Council upon 
principles of the soundest policy, of Christianity, breathing 
equal benevolence to the associators and non-associators in 
this Colony, and arising only from necessity, unfortunately 
has been, by some non-associators, made an instrument for 
the most diabolical purposes. 

These wicked men, to the astonishment of common 
sense, have made many of their deluded followers believe 
that this ammunition was sent to the Indians, with orders 
for them to fall upon the frontiers and to massacre the non- 
associators ; and taking advantage from the scarcity of am- 
munition among individuals, arising from the necessity of 
filling the publick magazines, they have invidiously repre- 
sented that ammunition ought not to be sent to the Indians, 
while the inhabitants of the Colony, individually, are in a 
great degree destitute of that article; industriously endea- 
vouring to inculcate this doctrine even in the minds of the 
associators. 

Wherefore, in compassion to those who are deluded by 
such representations, the Congress have taken these things 
into their consideration, which otherwise would have been 
below their notice ; and they desire their deceived fellow- 
colonists to reflect, that the story of the ammunition being 
sent to the Indians with orders for them to massacre the 
non-associators, is absurd in its very nature : 

First, Because the whole tenor of the conduct of the 
Council of Safety demonstrates, that they were incapable 
of such inhumanity as a body; the character of each indi- 
vidual shields him against a charge of so cruel a nature ; 
and Mr. Drayton's conduct at Ninety-Six, at the head of 
the army, fully showed, that the blood of the non-associa- 
tors was not the object of his policy. 

Secondly, Because, also, if men will but call reason to 
their aid, they must plainly see, that if the Indians were 
let loose upon the frontiers, they must indiscriminately 
Wiassacre associators and non-associators, since there is no 
mark to distinguish either to the Indians; and therefore 
no associator, of but common sense, could think of pro- 
moting the interest of his party, by executing a measure 
which must equally ruin friend and foe. 

However, in order to clear up all difficulties on this head, 
and for the ease of the minds of our deceived friends, the 
Congress in a body, and also individually, declare, in the 
most solemn manner, before almighty God, that they do 
not believe any order was ever issued, or any idea was 
ever entertained, by the late Council of Safety, or any 



member of it, or by any person under authority of Congress, 
to cause the Indians to commence hostilities upon the 
frontiers, or any part thereof. On the contrary, they do _ 
believe, that they, and each of them, have used every en- 
deavour to inculcate in the Indians sentiments friendly to 
the inhabitants without any distinction. 

It is greatly to be regretted, that our fellow-colonists, 
individually, are not so well supplied with ammunition as 
would be adequate to their private convenience. But is 
not the situation of publick affairs, which renders it abso- 
lutely necessary to guide the channels through which am- 
munition is brought to the Colony into the publick maga- 
zines, before any part of them can be permitted to reach 
the publick individually, also to be lamented ? Ought not, 
nay, this unhappy situation of publick affairs does justify the 
filling the publick magazines ; thereby securing the welfare, 
and forming the defence of the state, at the risk of the 
convenience or safety of individuals. And if out of the 
publick stock a quantity of ammunition is given to the 
Indians, which may be sufficient to keep them quiet, by 
in some degree supplying their urgent occasions, yet not 
sufficient to enable them to make war; ought our people, 
nay, they cannot have any reasonable ground, to arraign 
that policy by which they are and may be preserved from 
savage hostility; or to complain, that because the whole 
Colony, the publick and individuals, cannot be supplied with 
ammunition, therefore a small quantity ought not to be sent 
to the Indians. Men should reflect that this small quan- 
tity is given in order to render it unnecessary to supply 
the publick individually on the score of a defence against 
Indians, a service that would consume very large quanti- 
ties of an article that experience teaches will be diminished 
when individually distributed. Men should also reflect, 
that while the publick magazines are well stored, supplies 
can be instantly, plentifully, and regularly poured upon 
those parts where the publick service may require them. 
And the publick are hereby informed, that although, when 
the present disturbances began, there were not in the Co- 
lony more than five hundred pounds weight of publick pow- 
der, yet by the vigilance of the late Council of Safety, the 
publick stock has been so much increased, as to induce the 
present Congress, to make an allotment of five thousand 
pounds weight for the defence of the interior parts of the 
Colony, besides several considerable quantities already dis- 
posed of on that service. 

Men ought likewise to take into their consideration, that 
as the Council of Safety, by various, and a multitude of 
means, procure a constant, speedy, and authentick informa- 
tion of the state of all parts of the Colony, and of the In- 
dians ; so, by being much better informed upon those points 
than the publick individually, therefore the Council are the 
most competent judges where ammunition ought to be sent ; 
whether a small quantity to the Indians, with a view and 
probability of keeping them quiet, or a large quantity to 
the inhabitants necessarily to arm them against the In- 
dians. 

Common sense and common honesty dictate that if there 
is a probability that by a present of a small quantity of 
ammunition the Indians can be kept in peace that pre- 
sent ought not to be withheld at the hazard of inducing an 
Indian war, thereby of expending not only a much larger 
quantity of ammunition, but of involving the Colony in an 
immense expense, breaking up whole settlements, and un- 
necessarily sacrificing a number of lives. 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

Charlestown, November 19, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do cause a sufficient num- 
ber of copies of the foregoing Declaration to be forthwith 
printed, in order to be distributed among the inhabitants of 
the back country. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the Report of the 
Committee on the state of the Colony, respecting the Mili- 
tia, be now proceeded in. 

And some progress was made therein. 

Ordered, That Mr. President be desired to instruct 
Colonel Richardson to apply to Colonel Thomas Polk, of 
North- Carolina, for the assistance of the six Companies 
under his command, to be in the pay of this Colony, if he 
shall judge such assistance necessary. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



isLzMOSti-.firxtai- 



^=«^ J B==Frf»T-™im. it-^F^?^ 



61 



SOUTH-CAROLINA PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



62 



In Congress, Monday, November 20, 1775, 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And the Journal of yesterday was read. 

Colonel Laurens, from the Committee for auditing the 
publick Accounts, repotted an account for the late service 
of Captain Richard Richardson's Troop of Light Horse, 
amounting to four hundred and ninety-seven Pounds, as 
proper to be paid. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant on 
the Treasury for the payment thereof. 

And a Warrant was issued accordingly. 

Ordered, That Mr. William Parker have leave of ab- 
sence, forthwith lo proceed to his plantation, and order 
down all such timber and plank as has been prepared 
there for the publick service ; and that he also forthwith do 
order all sucli hands to town as are at present employed 
at the lines upon Charlestown Neck, to the publick works 
erecting in and about Charlestown. 

On motion, Resolved, That the whole Militia of Charles- 
town be forthwith embodied and ordered upon duty, as well 
by day as by night, in such divisions and at such posts as 
the Commanding Officer shall think proper; and that the 
officers and men, while in actual service, may demand, 
and shall be entitled lo the same daily pay, as is allowed 
to the officers and men now employed in the Colony ser- 
vice, under the command of Colonel Richard Richard- 
son. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue the following 
orders to Lieutenant-Colonel Roberts: 
By order of Congress. 

Charlestown, November 20, 1775. 

To Lieutenant- Colonel Owen Roberts : 

Sib.: You are hereby directed to issue recruiting orders 
to your several officers, in order to complete the regiment 
of artillery with all possible expedition; and that you and 
your officers do forthwith take post at the several batteries, 
at Fort Johnson, the new battery to the westward of it, and 
about Charlestown (except Broughton's battery.) Such 
sums of money as you may have occasion for, shall be 
issued, and you shall be furnished with the various orders 
of Congress relative to the regiment of artillery, as soon 
as they can be copied from the journal. 
I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Colonels of the several 
Regiments of Militia throughout the Colony have leave 
to enroll such a number of able male slaves, to be employed 
as pioneers and labourers, as publick exigencies may re- 
quire ; and that a daily pay of seven Shillings and six Pence 
be allowed for the service of each such slave, while actually 
employed. 

On motion, Resolved, That this Congress will make pro- 
vision for the support of all persons who may be maimed 
and disabled in the publick service of the Colony, by sea or 
land, and also of the families of such as may be killed in 
the said service. 

Ordered, That Colonel Gervais, Captain Hammond, 
and Mr. Raplay, have leave to visit Captain Robert Cun- 
ningham, in his confinement in Charlestown Jail. 

Ordered, That the Colonel of the Charlestown Militia 
do forthwith carry into execution the Resolution respect- 
ing the embodying the same. 

On motion, Resolved, That five hundred pounds wei°-ht 
of Gunpowder, with six pieces of proper Cannon, and a 
proportionable quantity of Cannon Ball, be allotted for the 
use and defence of Georgetown, and that the same be de- 
livered to the Committee of that town. 

Ordered, That Colonel Stephen Bull do forthwith 
draft one hundred and fifty men of the Granville County 
Regiment of Militia, and order them upon duty at Fort 
Lyttelton, Port Royal, to be relieved from time to time, 
till further orders. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Tuesday, November 21, 1775, 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And the Journal of yesterday was read. 



Ordered, That the consideration of the Report of the 
Committee on the state of the Colony, respecting the 
Militia, be resumed and proceeded in. 

And the same being gone through, the Congress came 
to the several Resolutions following: 

Resolved, That the Commissioned Officers of the Co- 
lony Regular Troops take precedence of Officers of equal 
degree in the Militia, without regard to prior dates of com- 
missions in the latter, Provided, nevertheless, That a Se- 
cond Lieutenant in the Regulars shall be subordinate to a 
First Lieutenant in the Militia, and so on in gradation in 
the Regulars and Militia respectively. That the prece- 
dency in the regular forces be according to the number 
and denomination of the Regiments of Infantry and Ran- 
gers ; and the Regiment of Artillery according to the cus- 
tom of the British Army. That all corps of Regulars 
take precedence of all corps of Militia. And that the 
Regiments of Militia shall take precedence in the follow- 
ing manner: Berkley County, Charlestown, Granville 
County, Colleton County, Craven County, the lower part, 
Orangcburgh, Craven County, the upper part, Camden, 
Ninety-Six north of the Fish-dam Ford and between 
Enoree, Broad and Saludy Rivers, the New Acquisition 
south of the Fish-dam Ford, and between Broad and Saludy 
Rivers north of Enoree, and between Broad and Saludy 
Rivers. 

Resolved, That the Militia be not drawn out to act with 
the Regulars in the pay of this Colony, but on the most 
urgent occasions; and whenever that happens, in case any 
officers should be wanting to fill up the Regiments or Com- 
panies of Militia, including the volunteer companies, the 
same shall be made up by their own officers according to 
seniority of commissions ; subject nevertheless to the con- 
trol of the Congress or Council of Safety for the time 
being, in case any officer or officers shall succeed to com- 
missions by seniority, whom they or either of them shall 
deem improper to be commissioned. 

Resolved, That in all cases of default, neglect of duty, 
or disobedience of orders, the Militia officers and privates 
shall be tried, adjudged and determined according to the 
Militia law only, whether they are acting in conjunction 
with the Regulars or otherwise. 

Resolved, That every Captain or other commanding 
Officer of a Company, shall assemble, muster, train and 
exercise his Company once in every fortnight, under a 
penalty of twenty-five Pounds currency for every default. 

Resolved, That every person liable to bear arms shall 
appear completely armed, once in every fortnight, on the 
day and at the place appointed by his Captain for the ex- 
ercising his company ; the privates under a penalty not 
exceeding three Pounds current money, and the officers 
under the penalty of twenty-five Pounds, for every de- 
fault. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Colonels of 
the different Regiments of the Militia, where the districts 
of any of the Companies in their respective Regiments 
are too large for the Company conveniently to assemble in 
one place, that they do order the Captains of such Com- 
panies to appoint two or three places in their respective 
districts for the Company to muster at in divisions. 

Resolved, That there be no more Volunteer Troops of 
Horse formed. 

Resolved, That in future no person be allowed to enter 
himself into a Volunteer Company out of the districts of 
the Regiment to which he belongs. 

It was moved and seconded, That an immediate draft 
of five hundred Militia from the country Regiments be or- 
dered to rendezvous at some place near and convenient 
to and for the defence of Charlestown, in case that place 
should be attacked. 

A debate ensued ; and the question being put, 

It was passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do write to the several 
Colonels of the Militia throughout the Colony, that they 
do forthwith proceed to draft one-third of their respec- 
tive Regiments, including Volunteer Companies, and hold 
them in constant readiness to march at a minute's warning, 
according to the order of Congress or the Council of Safety 
for the time being ; and that they do also, with all possi- 
ble despatch, return to the said Congress or Council, the 
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names of the persons so drafted and ordered to be held 
in readiness. 

Upon an application for a sum of Money to be employed 
in the recruiting service for the Regiment of Artillery, 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant for 
three thousand Pounds for that service. 

And two Warrants were issued accordingly. 

On motion, Ordered, That Captain Lempriere be re- 
quired forthwith to attend his duty on board the Ship Pros- 
per ; that the subordinate officers be immediately nomi-* 
naled and appointed ; and that every effectual measure be 
pursued for the speedy fitting and manning the said ship- 
of-war. 

The following Letter was accordingly written : 

By order of Congress. 

Charlestown, November 21, 1775. 

To Clement Lempriere, Esq.: 

Sir: Your presence being absolutely necessary on board 
the Prosper, in order to expedite her fitting out, you are 
therefore hereby ordered to repair on board the said ship 
Prosper, there to discharge the duties of a commander. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

Ordered, That the Contractor for victualling the Forces 
of this Colony already raised, be applied to, also to fur- 
nish rations for the Regiment of Artillery to be raised. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue Commissions ap- 
pointing John Joiner, Esquire, to be commander of Fort 
Lyttelton, near Beaufort ; and also to appoint him to be 
Captain, and Tunes Tebout and Thomas Hughes, gentle- 
men, to be Lieutenants of a Company of Artillery. 

Ordered, That Captain Benjamin Wojford have leave 
to trade here, upon his taking an oath to observe the strictest 
neutrality, agreeable to the late treaty of Ninety-Six. 

Ordered, That Hon. Mr. Drayton's Letter to Captain 
Robert Cunningham, dated the 21st of September last, and 
Captain Cunningham's answer, dated the 6th of October, 
be forthwith printed in handbills, to be distributed amongst 
the inhabitants in the back country. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant for 
two thousand Pounds sterling, or fifteen thousand four 
hundred Pounds currency, to be paid out of the Treasury, 
to the Commissioners for fitting out the Ship Prosper, in 

order to be by them tendered to Captain Smith, the 

late master, as payment of the purchase money, or value 
by appraisement. 

And a Warrant was accordingly issued. 

Adjourned to eleven o'clock, to-morrow. 



In Congress, Wednesday, November 22, 1775. 
Mr. President adjourned the meeting of the Congress to 
six o'clock, in the evening. 

In Congress, Wednesday evening, November 22, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And yesterday's Journal was read. 

Read a Letter from the Committee of Rowan County, 
North-Carolina, dated October 23, 1775, recommending 
that no trade or intercourse be carried on with persons who 
cannot produce certificates of their being friends to the 
American cause. 

Read also, a Letter from Captain Edward Blake, of 
this day's date, enclosing a certificate of the value, by ap- 
praisement, of six Schooners, sunk on the bars of Hog 
Island Creek, and the Marsh Channels, to obstruct the 
passage of ships of war through those channels, amount- 
ing to four thousand five hundred Pounds. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant 
for payment of the said sum of four thousand five hun- 
dred Pounds, to Captain Blake, in order to pay for said 
Schooners. 

And a Warrant was issued accordingly. 

Read a Letter from Clement Lempriere, Esq., declinino- 
to take upon him the command of the ship to which he 
had been appointed by this Congress. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow mornino-. 



In Congress, Thursday, November 23, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And the Journal of yesterday was read. 

Captain Lempriere's Letter, laid before the Congress 
yesterday, being again read, 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue a commission, 
appointing Captain Simon Tufts to the command of the 
Ship Prosper, armed in the Colony service. 

Ordered, ThatCapt. Robert Cochran have leave to take 
stone ballast, for the use of the Colony vessels, from such 
parts of the Fortifications, where such taking may be least 
injurious to the works. 

Ordered, That the Ordnance Storekeeper do from time 
to time deliver to the commanding officer of the Regiment 
of Artillery, from the publick Arsenal, such Stores as the 
said officer shall require, taking receipts for the same, and 
making proper endorsements on the general account of 
publick stores in his custody, so that what remains may be 
seen at one view. 

Colonel Pinckney, from the Committee on the state of 
the Colony, made a further report respecting the Militia. 

Which being immediately taken into consideration, the 
Congress thereupon 

Resolved, That all persons shall do patrol duty in the 
District wherein they respectively reside, under the com- 
mand and direction of the Captain of the District, without 
regard to their having entered into a Volunteer Company. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the commanding 
officers of the Regiments of Militia, without delay, to 
oblige all the inhabitants to do duty in some Company or 
other, so that no one, who by law is obliged to do duty in 
times of an alarm, shall be excused. 

Resolved, That where any person hath regularly entered 
into a Volunteer Company, he shall not be at liberty to 
leave the same, without giving his Captain three months 
notice in writing of his intention to do so, and without first 
producing to his said Captain a certificate from some other 
Captain of the Regiment, that he hath enrolled himself in 
another company ; unless the commanding officer of the 
Regiment shall, on sufficient cause to him shown, make 
order to the contrary. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Council of 
Safety, without delay, to divide the several Regiments in 
the Colony into different Regiments or Battalions, so as 
not to have less than seven hundred and fifty men in each 
Regiment or Battalion. 

Captain William Cattell reported the situation of the 
Troops on duty at Dorchester, and some inconveniences 
which they laboured under. 

Read a Letter from Captain Peyer Imhoff, on the same 
subject, dated Dorchester, November 21, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Contractor for supplying the Colo- 
ny Infantry with Provisions be desired also to supply the 
Rangers posted at Dorchester, until further orders. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do forthwith advertise all 
persons willing to supply Rations to the Regiment of Ar- 
tillery in the Colony service, to deliver in their proposals, 
sealed up, to him, by the 25th instant. 

Ordered, That the Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant 
be desired to cause the said corps to be properly supplied, 
until a Contractor shall be appointed by this Congress, or 
the Council of Safety for the time being. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Pay of the Commander 
of the Colony Schooner Defence be three Pounds cur- 
rency per day. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant for 
the payment of the sum of one thousand Pounds curren- 
cy, to Captain Simon Tufts, in part of account, for pay 
due to the Officers and Seamen employed on board the 
Colony Schooner Defence, 

Doctor Gould, Surgeon to the First Regiment of Foot, 
attended, made a verbal report of the state of the Troops 
in the Barracks, and represented some grievances. 

Ordered, That Doctor OUphant, Captain Shubrick, 
and Capt. John Huger, be a Committee to inquire into the 
state of the Hospitals, with power to supply such articles 
as they shall appear to stand in immediate need of. 
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Ordered, That the Committee for the Parish of St. 
George, Dorchester, be desired to purchase a Flat, for the 
use of the Troops stationed there. 

On motion, Resolved, That the leading marks over 
Charlestown Bar be forthwith cut down and demolished. 

Ordered, That the Commissioners of the Pilotage be 
desired to carry the above into immediate execution. 

Ordered, That so much of the blue Cloth as has been 
lately imported at the publick expense, as shall be neces- 
sary for clothing the First and Second Regiment of Foot, 
be forthwith issued for that purpose. 

A Petition and Remonstrance, signed John Dunn and 
Benjamin Booth Boote, was presented, and laid on the 
table. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



In Congress, Friday, November 24, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And yesterday's Journal was read. 

Colonel Laurens, from the Committee for auditing the 
publick Accounts, reported one as proper to be paid, due to 
Captain Hammond, and amounting to two hundred and 
twenty-six Pounds and twelve Shillings. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant for 
payment of said sum. 

And a Warrant was issued accordingly. 

Read a Letter from David Monaghan, a Lieutenant in 
the Regiment of Rangers, dated Dorchester, November 8, 
1775, requesting leave to resign, on account of his ill state 
of health. 

Ordered, That Mr. Monaghan'' s resignation be accept- 
ed ; and that Mr. President do issue a commission appoint- 
ing Mr. John Lisle to fill up the vacancy. 

Read a Letter from the Provincial Council of North- 
Carolina, dated Wilmington, November 10, 1775. 

James Ravenell, Esq., was returned duly elected a Re- 
presentative of the Parish of St. John, Berkley County, 
in the room of John Ilarleston, Esq., who had declined 
serving. 

Mr. Ravenell at the same time declining to serve, 

Resolved, That the Church-wardens of the Parish of 
St. John, Berkley County, be desired forthwith to sum- 
mon the inhabitants of the said Parish, to meet at the 
usual place of election, on Monday, the fourth day of De- 
cember next, to choose a proper person to represent the 
said Parish in the present Congress, in the room of James 
Ravenell, Esq., who has declined to serve. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolve be forth- 
with transmitted to the said Church-wardens. 

The Committee on the state of the Colony delivered in 
a further Report ; 

Which being taken into immediate consideration, 
Resolved, That the Colonels of the Militia in the coun- 
try do, at least once in three months, muster their Regi- 
ments in Battalions, not exceeding six Companies, nor 
less than three Companies. 

Whereas complaint hath been made that divers Mer- 
chants and Storekeepers have sold their Goods at an ex- 
orbitant price since the non-exportation of Merchandise 
from Great Britain: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Dis- 
trict and Parochial Committees, to make inquiry, whether 
the Merchants and Storekeepers in their several Parishes 
and Districts have sold their Goods at more than the usual 
advance; and if any of them should be found exorbitant 
in that respect, that they be advertised by the Committee 
as contemners of the Resolves of the Continental and Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

Ordered, That the Parochial Committee of St. George, 
Dorchester, have power, and they are hereby empowered 
to hire or impress a Schooner and hands, to carry bricks 
for the publick works erecting at Dorchester. 

Ordered, That the Reverend Mr. Tennent, the Rev. 
Mr. Harris, Captain Harrington, Captain Calhoun, Cap- 
tain Hammond, Captain John Huger, and Mr. Ferguson, 
be a Committee to consider and report what manufactures 
are proper to be encouraged and established in this Colo- 
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ny, and the best means for encouraging and establishing 
the same. 

Ordered, That Captain Henry Folder be authorized to 
grain the damaged Gunpowder lying in Fort Charlotte. 

Mr. Edwards, from the Committee for fitting out the 
Ship Prosper, reported, that they had tendered to Cap- 
tain Smith the appraised value of the said ship, and re- 
quired an assignment of the said ship and register : That 
Captain Smith had refused to receive the sum tendered to 
him, or to execute an assignment; but that he had deli- 
vered up the register, (now put into the hands of Mr. Pre- 
sident,) and that they had thereupon returned the money 
into the Treasury. 

The said Committee at the same time recommending 
that, in order to enable Captain Smith to procure necessa- 
ries and a passage, the sum of two hundred and forty-five 
Pounds currency be issued from the Treasury, and paid to 
him, 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant for 
the payment of the said sum to Captain Smith. 

And a Warrant was issued accordingly. 

In explanation of the order of Monday last to the Colonel 
of the Granville County Regiment of Militia, to draft one 
hundred and fifty men from the said Regiment, to do gar- 
rison duty at or near Fort Lyttelton, Port Royal: be it 

Resolved, That the said Colonel have power to engage 
Volunteers for that service, if they can be sooner got, in 
preference to a draft; and to post them according to his 
discretion. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Saturday, November 25, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And the Journal of yesterday was read. 

Ordered, That the publick Ordnance Storekeeper do 
deliver to Mr. Joseph Verree, out of the publick Arsenal, 
such Spikes and other Iron work as he shall require for 
the use of the new Battery on James' Island. 

William Moore, Esq., a Representative of the District 
of Ninety-Six, attended, and took his seat in Congress ; 
and gave some information of a skirmish, said to have 
happened last Monday, between the enemies of this coun- 
try, led by Patrick Cunningham, Jacob Bowman, and 
others, and a body of Militia, under the command of Ma- 
jor Andrew Williamson. 

Ordered, That Mr. Edward Weyman be desired forth- 
with to collect together all the Public Gunpowder still out- 
lying in private hands, and to cause the same to be deposit- 
ed in the publick Magazine. 

Ordered, That Lieutenant-Colonel Roberts be required 
forthwith to go to Dorchester, and give directions for put- 
ting the Magazine Fort in such posture as he shall think 
will best enable it to repel any sudden attack that may be 
made upon it, and to order the Cannon to such places and 
in such manner as he shall deem the most proper for its 
defence ; and then to repair to his post at Fort Johnson 
with all despatch. And that while the Colonel shall be at 
Dorchester, he shall there reconnoitre the ground, and ex- 
amine the plans projected for the defence thereof; and if 
he finds them deficient, that he do make such alterations 
in them as lie shall think proper, or totally reject them, 
and delineate such a plan as he may think will most con- 
duce to the rendering it a strong armed post. 

Ordered, That the Committee of the Parish of St. 
George, Dorchester, be and they are hereby authorized 
and empowered to hire or impress Negroes, Horses, Wag- 
ons, Carts, and every thing else necessary for giving des- 
patch to the completing of the works of defence proper to 
be erected at that post. 

Ordered, That the said Committee be authorized and 
required forthwith to procure, and deposit in a proper ma- 
gazine for that purpose, at that post, a sufficient quantity 
of Provisions for victualling a body of one thousand men 
for one month. 

On motion, Resolved, That this Colony be now, and it 
is hereby declared to be, in a state of actual alarm, as 
fully and effectually as if the same had been proclaimed 
in the manner and form directed and appointed by the 
Militia law. 
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A motion was made, that it be referred to a Committee, 
to fix on a proper place of rendezvous, for the Militia 
which may be thought necessary to be drafted. 

A debate ensued ; and the question being put, it passed 
in the negative. 

On motion, Resolved, That six hundred men from Col. 
Powell's Regiment, and also six hundred men from Col. 
Rothmahler's, the upper part, be forthwith detached and 
marched to rendezvous at Congarees; and that one hun- 
dred and fifty men of Colonel Bull's Regiment be like- 
wise detached and marched to the Cherokee Ponds; and 
that these several detachments do act under the orders of 
Colonel Richard Richardson. 

On motion, Resolved, That the same Pay and Provi- 
sion be allowed to any Volunteers, Officers and Privates, 
from Georgia, who may enter into the publick service of 
this Colony, as is provided for the Militia Officers and 
Privates of this Colony. 

Ordered, That Lieutenant Colonel Roberts be desired 
to despatch Lieutenant James Mitchell of the Regiment 
of Artillery under his command, to join the Army under 
Colonel Richardson. 

Ordered, That the publick Ordnance Storekeeper do 
deliver to Lieutenant James Mitchell, two pieces of Can- 
non, four or six-pounders, with the necessary Stores thereto 
belonging, for the use of the Army under Col. Richardson. 

Resolved, That the Committee of St. David's Parish 
be authorized to purchase what Lead they can get, on the 
publick account. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Sunday, November 26, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
And the Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. President reported the following copies of Letters, 
written by'him, by their order: 

By authority of Congress. 

Charleston™, November 25, 1775. 

To Colonel Powell: 

Sir: You are hereby ordered, with all possible despatch, 
to detach six hundred men of your regiment, to rendez- 
vous at the Congarees, to act under the orders of Colonel 
Richardson. 

1 am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

William Henry Drayton, President. 
A like Letter was written to Col. Rothmahler, to detach 
six hundred men from the upper part of his Regiment. 

And also a like Letter to Colonel Bull, to detach one 
hundred and fifty men from his Regiment, to rendezvous 
at the Cherokee Ponds. 

By authority of Congress. 

Charlestown, November 25, 1775. , 

Sir : Colonel Powell and Colonel Rothmahler are each 
ordered to detach, with all possible expedition, six hundred 
men of their respective regiments, to rendezvous at the 
Congarees, to act under your orders; and Colonel Bull is 
likewise ordered to detach one hundred and fifty men, to 
rendezvous at the Cherokee Ponds, on the same service. 
You will, therefore, sir, send your orders for those forces 
accordingly. 

Lieutenant Mitchell, of the regiment of Artillery, is 
under orders to repair to you, with two pieces of cannon ; 
he will set out, 1 hope, in two or three days. 

We have not yet heard the issue of the late affair at 
Ninety-Six ; we think there is reason to apprehend, that 
the event is unfavourable to us. At any rate, your con- 
duct ought to be as vigorous as possible, and no less cau- 
tious. Therefore, if the enemy are superior in number to 
your army, you must keep out of their reach, or you must 
so post yourself as to be able to maintain your station 
against their attacks, until your force shall put you in a 
condition to crush them. In short, you are not to venture 
a general engagement, unless you have such advantages as 
promise success. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

William Henry Drayton, President. 

To Colonel Richardson. 



Major Pinckney, from the Committee to consider of, 
state, and bring into one view, the powers and authorities 
proper to be vested in, and exercised by the Council of 
Safety, delivered in their Report. 

Mr. President then reported the names of the Gentle- 
men who had, on the 16th instant, been duly elected Mem- 
bers of the Council of Safety. 

And thereupon, it was Resolved, That Colonel Charles 
Pinckney, Col. Henry Laurens, the Hon. Henry Mid- 
dleton, Thomas Ferguson, Arthur Middleton, Thomas 
Heyward, Jun., Esqrs., the Honourable William Henry 
Drayton, the Honourable Raivlins Lowndes, Thomas Bee, 
Benjamin Elliott, James Parsons, David Oliphant, and 
Thomas Savage, Esqrs., be, and they are hereby declared 
to be the Council of Safety for this Colony. 

The Report of the Committee, on the powers and au- 
thorities proper to be vested in, and exercised by the 
Council of Safety, was then taken under consideration. 

And the Congress thereupon resolved and ordained as 
follows : 

First. Whereas it is necessary to vest the Council of 
Safety of this Colony, for the time being, with powers to 
enable them to act effectually for the publick safety and 
defence : Be it Ordained, by the Representatives of the 
people of South- Carolina, in Congress assembled, and it 
is hereby Ordained, by the authority of the same, That 
the Council of Safety, or a quorum consisting of seven 
members, or a majority of such quorum, shall have, and 
they are hereby invested with, the direction, regulation, 
and ordering of the land and sea forces, and of the militia, 
and all military establishments and arrangements within 
this Colony, subject always to the control of the Con- 
gress. 

Second. And be it also Ordained, That the Council, or 
a majority of them, as aforesaid, shall have full power and 
authority, to appoint officers, and to fill up vacancies in 
the land and sea forces, in the militia, and in the treasu- 
ry of this Colony, and that they be empowered to suspend 
any officer of the army or navy, when they shall judge it 
necessary ; and shall within a convenient time, not ex- 
ceeding forty days after such suspension, order a general 
court-martial to sit for the trial of such officer, whose sen- 
tence shall be final, unless it shall be otherwise determined 
by the Provincial Congress. 

Third. And be it further Ordained, by the authority 
aforesaid, That if, upon any exigency, it shall appear ne- 
cessary to the Council of Safety, to call forth the Militia, 
they shall have full power and authority to carry the acts 
of Assembly for regulating the Militia of this Colony, in 
all respects, into execution, as in time of alarm. 

Fourth. And be it also Ordained, That if any com- 
plaint be made against any officer of the Militia, the Coun- 
cil of Safety, after having inquired into the truth of it, and 
heard the defence of the officer, if he hath any, may re- 
move such officer, if they judge the complaint to be just, 
and forthwith appoint another in his stead. 

Fifth. And be it father Ordained, That the Commis- 
sioners of the Treasury shall be under the direction of the 
said Council of Safety, or a majority of them as aforesaid, 
and shall be obliged to issue and pay all such orders as 
shall be drawn by them, for answering the demands of the 
publick service, and no otherwise. 

Sixth. And be it further Ordained, That the Council 
of Safety, or a majority as aforesaid, be empowered and 
authorized to do all such matters and things relative to 
the strengthening, securing, and defending the Colony, 
as shall by them be judged and deemed expedient and ne- 
cessary. Provided, nevertheless, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to empower 
and authorize the said Council, or majority as aforesaid, to 
dispense with, or annul any act, resolution, or order of the 
Continental or Provincial Congress. 

A motion was made to strike out the above proviso, so 
far: 

But upon a question, it passed in the negative. 

A motion was then made to disagree to the following 
words, concluding the said proviso: "or to empower and 
authorize them to nominate and appoint a General or Gen- 
erals over the military forces of this Colony." 

And the question being put, it passed in the negative. 
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Seventh. And he it also ordained, That the Provincial 
Congress will indemnify the Council of Safety in all their 
acts and proceedings under the authority of the Congress. 

Eighth. And be it further ordained, That thirteen 
members, elected in Congress, as members of a Council 
of Safety, together with the Delegates of this Colony to 
the Continental Congress, shall be, and they are hereby 
declared, the Council of Safety for this Colony. Provided 
always, That no person holding a military commission in 
Ihe regular forces of this Colony, or in the Continental 
Army, shall be capable of possessing a seat, or of having 
a voice in the said Council. 

Ninth. And be it further ordained, That the said 
Council of Safety shall continue in office, and exercise the 
powers thereunto annexed, until the end of the next ses- 
sions, and under the control of Congress. And in case 
of any vacancy in the Council of Safety, during the recess 
of the Congress, by death or departure from the Colony, 
(except upon publick business,) the General Committee for 
the time being, after having given six weeks publick notice 
thereof in the Gazettes, shall, by ballot, fill up every such 
vacancy. 

Read the Resolve of the Continental Congress, of the 
6th of October last, recommending to arrest and secure 
persons dangerous to the safety of the Colony, or the li- 
berties of America. 

After some debate thereon, the further consideration 
thereof was postponed. 

And the Congress adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

In Congress, Monday, November 27, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And the Journal of yesterday was read. 

Major Elliott, of the Regiment of Artillery, having 
made application for Bounty Money to raise recruits for 
that corps, and for directions where to place the said re- 
cruits as they shall be raised, 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his warrant on 
the Treasury, for the payment of fourteen hundred Pounds 
currency, to Major Barnard Elliott, for the recruiting ser- 
vice in the Regiment of Artillery, to be accounted for. 
And that the recruits for the said Regiment be posted at 
the most convenient and near places to the several batte- 
ries in Charlcstown, under the command of the Artillery ; 
and that such places be fitted up accordingly. 

An Account of Captain Robert Cochran, amounting to 
one hundred and thirty Pounds and five Shillings, being 
laid before the Congress, 

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant for 
the payment thereof. 

And a Warrant was issued accordingly. 

On motion, Resolved, That Colonel Moultrie be direct- 
ed forthwith to order a detachment of forty Privates, who 
are best acquainted with maritime affairs, to do duty and 
serve on board the armed Ship Prosper, for one month, 
unless sooner discharged by proper authority. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Delegates of this Colo- 
ny in the Continental Congress be immediately applied to, 
to use their utmost endeavours to procure two hundred 
able Seamen, to be engaged in the northern Colonies, and 
sent hither with all possible despatch, for manning the 
armed Vessels in the Colony service. .And that they be 
requested to cause the encouragement offered by this Co- 
lony to be made as publick as possible. 

A motion was made, that previous to any attack upon 
the Men of War in the Road, the intended attack upon 
such ships shall be notified to Lord William Campbell, if 
he shall then be on board. 

A debate ensued ; and the question being put, 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Council of Safety do 
pay such Accounts as to them shall appear reasonable, for 
the subsistence in diet, for the ferriage, and for the car- 
riage of the sick, of recruits for the Provincial Forces, 
from their enlistment to the time of their being brought to 
head-quarters. 

On motion, Resolved, That the powers of the General 
Committee, the Committee of Observation, and all the 



Parochial and District Committees throughout the Colony, 
be, and they are hereby revived and continued. 

A motion being made, that the Commissions issued by 
the late Council of Safety to Captain Allston's Volunteer 
Company of Foot Rangers or Rovers, in the Craven Coun- 
ty Militia, be withdrawn, 

A debate arose ; and the question being put, it passed 
in the negative. 

A motion was then made, that the late Council of Safe- 
ty's appointment of the Company of Foot Rangers or Ro- 
vers being confirmed, the said Company is hereby declared 
subject to patrol duty, and liable to be called out upon 
emergencies, by the Field Officers of the District ; also 
subject to the orders of the Commander-in-Chief of any 
embodied Troops, with which the said Company shall be 
called into service. 

A debate ensued ; and the question being put, 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

In Congress, Tuesday, November 28, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And yesterday's Journal was read. 

On motion, Resolved, That Wappoo Cut be forthwith 
cleared and deepened, so as to render it navigable for Ves- 
sels of greater burden than hitherto have or at present can 
pass through it. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Isaac Rivers, Thomas Rose, 
and Richard Hutson, be, and they are hereby appointed 
Commissioners to cause the above resolve to be carried 
into immediate execution. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Battery of two or three 
pieces of Cannon be forthwith erected on the wharf of 
William Gibbes, Esq., by the Commissioners appointed 
to erect the additional Batteries lately ordered for the de- 
fence of the harbour of Charleslowyi. 

Mr. George Abbot Hall, from the Commissioners of 
the Pilotage, reported, that agreeable to the order of Con- 
gress, they had yesterday caused the leading mark over 
Charlestown Bar to be cut down and destroyed. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Returns sent by the 
several Sheriffs of this Colony to the Secretary, (in con- 
sequence of an order of the late General Committee,) of 
the persons confined in their respective Jails, be referred 
to a Committee. 

Ordered, That the Hon. Mr. Lowndes, Mr. John Rut- 
ledge, and Mr. Arthur Middleton, be a Committee to 
whom the above Returns be referred ; and that they do 
consider and report what measures are proper to be adopt- 
ed thereon. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Council of Safety de- 
vise and take such steps, as that the prisoners in the com- 
mon Jails, whose offences are bailable, be discharged 
upon proper bail, and for the relief of poor debtors. 

Doctor Oliphant, from the Committee appointed to ex- 
amine into the state of the Hospitals, delivered in their 
Report. 

Which being taken into immediate consideration, 

Resolved, That a General Hospital for sick and wound- 
ed men of the Provincial Land Forces, for Seamen, and 
the Militia, be established ; and that a Director-General 
thereof be appointed. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolve be referred to the 
Council of Safety, to be by them carried into execution. 

On motion, Resolved, That one-third of the Berkley 
County Regiment of Militia, one-third of the Colleton 
County Regiment, and two hundred men from the Gran- 
ville County Regiment, (the sea islands excepted,) be 
forthwith drafted, and marched to the general rendezvous 
at Dorchester ; that the two remaining thirds of the said 
Regiments be held in readiness, to relieve those drafts, 
according to orders; and that the Indian company of Ro- 
vers, commanded by Captain John Allston, be ordered to 
scour the sea coast from Seivee Bay to HaddreVs Point, 
subject to the orders of the Council of Safety. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Committees for the sea 
islands be, and they are hereby authorized and required 
forthwith to erect look-outs at the same places, and cause 
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the same signals of alarm and notices to be given as have 
been usual in time of war; and that this Congress will 
cause the expense thereof to be paid. 

Inasmuch as it is the sense of the Continental Congress 
that Charlestown ought to be defended to the last extremi- 
ty against any attack ; and this Congress think such de- 
fence absolutely necessary; and an attack is apprehended : 
therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended, and it is hereby re- 
commended, that all such persons who are by law consi- 
dered as residents in Charlestown, and liable to bear arms, 
and have departed, do forthwith return to Charlestown; 
and that all persons, residents as aforesaid, and liable to 
bear arms, and who are in Charlestown, do not depart 
therefrom. 

A motion being made for the addition of the words, 
" without permission first had and obtained," to the above 
resolve, 

A debate ensued ; and the question being put, 

It passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That all the Resolves entered into by this 
Congress, during their present session, respecting the Mili- 
tia of this Colony, be forthwith printed and published, in 
handbills, and also in the Gazettes. 

Adjourned to six o'clock, in the evening. 

In Congress, Tuesday, November 28, 1775, P. M. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

On motion, Resolved, That Lieutenant-Colonel Ro- 
berts, or the commanding officer of the Regiment of Ar- 
tillery in Charlestown, be, and he is hereby authorized and 
empowered to cause proper forges for heating cannon- 
balls to be forthwith erected and built, at or near such 
batteries as he shall think them necessary. 

Ordered, That Captain Gillon be added to the Com- 
missioners for fitting out, arming, and manning the Ship 
Prosper. 

Ordered, That Commissions be made out to fill up the 
vacancies in Colonel Powell's Regiment of Militia. 

Ordered, That three hundred pounds weight of Gun- 
powder be delivered, out of the publick stock reserved for 
the inland defence of this Colony, to the order of the Com- 
mittee of St. David's Parish, to be distributed amongst 
such of the men in Colonel Poivell's Regiment as are un- 
provided, to be by them reserved for publick uses only. 

Whereas we have intelligence that a certain person has 
been sent by General Gage, to raise Recruits in this Colo- 
ny, for an Army whose object is to kill and destroy the in- 
nocent inhabitants of these Colonies: 

It is therefore declared, by authority of Congress, That 
this Colony will consider such an attempt, by any man, as 
the highest crime against the peace, liberty, and safety of 
its inhabitants ; and that any person found so offending, 
will be treated with all that rigour which the nature of so 
enormous a crime deserves. The inhabitants of this Co- 
lony are therefore warned against the base and cruel at- 
tempts of any such emissaries; and all manner of persons 
are hereby requested to be watchful to detect and seize 
any and every such person ; and all reasonable charges 
shall be borne by the publick, and a handsome reward al- 
lowed for apprehending and securing him or them. 

Ordered, That eleven hundred pounds weight of Gun- 
powder, and a proportionable quantity of Cannon Balls, 
be delivered to the Hon. Major Elliott, for the use of the 
several batteries under the direction of the Artillery. 

Ordered, That the Journals of the present Session of 
Congress be printed with all possible despatch ; and when 
printed, delivered to the Committee of Intelligence, in order 
to be by them despatched three to each Delegate through- 
out the Colony, who shall properly distribute the same. 

The Rev. Mr. Tennent, from the Committee on the 
state of Manufactories in this Colony, delivered in a further 
Report. 

Which being read, and taken into immediate considera- 
tion : 

And the whole Report being gone through, the Con- 
gress came to the following Resolutions thereupon, viz: 

Resolved, That a premium of two hundred Pounds cur- 



rency, be given to the person erecting a Saltpetre work in 
this Colony, that shall first produce fifty pounds weight of 
good and merchantable Saltpetre ; also a premium of one 
hundred and fifty Pounds, to the person erecting the se- 
cond work, that shall next produce a like quantity of like 
saltpetre ; also a premium of one hundred Pounds cur- 
rency, to the person erecting a third work, producing the 
next like quantity and quality of saltpetre; and a premium 
of fifty Pounds currency, to the person who shall next 
manufacture a like quantity and quality of saltpetre from 
a fourth work : Provided, That such parcels of saltpetre 
as aforesaid, shall have been produced before the Commit- 
tees of the Parishes or Districts respectively, where the 
same shall have been manufactured, and shall have been 
by the parties so producing, declared upon oath, on or be- 
fore the first day of September next, before the Commit- 
tees aforesaid, to have been manufactured as aforesaid. 
And that, upon the said Committees granting certificates, 
that the saltpetre is good and merchantable, and when pro- 
duced before them, the premiums to which the said par- 
cels of saltpetre are respectively entitled, shall be paid ac- 
cordingly. And that the publick will purchase, and allow 
half a dollar the pound, for all the good and merchantable 
saltpetre that shall be produced and manufactured in this 
Colony, before the said first day of September next, over 
and above the premiums aforesaid. 

Resolved, That a premium of two hundred Pounds cur- 
rency, be given to the person who shall erect a Sulphur 
work in this Colony, that shall first produce one hundred 
pounds weight of merchantable sulphur; a premium of 
one hundred Pounds to the person erecting a like work, 
producing the next like quantity and quality ; and a 
premium of fifty Pounds for the like quantity and quality 
of sulphur manufactured at a third work. The proofs to 
be made, certificates obtained, and premiums to be paid, 
in like manner as for saltpetre. And that the publick will 
purchase, and give for all the merchantable sulphur that 
shall be made in the Colony, before the first day of Sep- 
tember next, five Shillings currency the pound, over and 
above the premiums aforesaid. 

Resolved, That a premium of one thousand Pounds cur- 
rency be given to the person who shall erect a Bloomery in 
this Colony, that shall first produce, manufactured thereat, 
one ton of good Bar Iron ; a premium of eight hundred 
Pounds to the person erecting another bloomery, whereat 
the next like quantity of bar iron shall have been manu- 
factured ; and a premium of seven hundred Pounds to 
the person erecting a third such work, whereat shall have 
been manufactured a like quantity of like iron. These 
premiums over and above the common prices of such iron. 

Resolved, That a premium of five hundred Pounds cur- 
rency, shall be given to the person who shall erect a pro- 
per work in this Colony, for manufacturing good Bar Steel, 
upon his producing five hundred pounds weight, made 
thereat ; a like premium to the person who shall produce 
the next like quantity, made at another like work; and 
also a premium of five hundred Pounds currency to the 
person, who, from a third like work, shall produce the like 
quantity. 

Resolved, That a premium of seven hundred Pounds 
currency be given to the person who shall produce the 
first one thousand pounds weight of Nail Rods, manufac- 
tured at a proper rolling and slitting mill, erected by him 
in this Colony, over and above the common price. 

Resolved, That a premium of one hundred and fifty 
Pounds currency, over and above the common price, be 
given to the person who shall first make fifty large and 
substantial Gun Locks, such as are commonly called bridle 
locks, and sell at thirty-five to forty-five Shillings each ; 
the manufacturer engaging to proceed in the business. 

Resolved, That a premium of three hundred Pounds 
currency be given to the person who shall erect the first 
proper works for manufacturing of Salt in this Colony, upon 
one hundred bushels of good salt having been produced 
therefrom ; and a premium of two hundred Pounds to the 
person producing from other like works, the next like quan- 
tity of good salt. 

Rejolved, That a premium of five hundred Pounds cur- 
rency be given to the person who shall first erect and es- 
tablish a proper Paper Mill in this Colony, upon producing 
three reams of good writing paper, manufactured thereat. 
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Resolved, That a premium of five hundred Pounds cur- 
rency be given to the person who shall first erect a proper 
work for manufacturing Lead in this Colony, on producing 
one thousand pounds weight made at said work ; a pre- 
mium of two hundred Pounds to the person who shall 
next produce one thousand pounds of lead, manufactured 
at another work in this Colony; and a premium of one 
hundred Pounds to the person who shall erect a third such 
work, producing the like quantity of lead. 

Resolved, That this Congress will give the same pre- 
miums and encouragement for the manufacturing of Linens, 
Cottons, and other articles, as are allowed and given by an 
act of the General Assembly of this Colony, passed in the 
year 1770 ; and for the manufacturing of Woollens in pro- 
portion. 

And further, it is Resolved, That application, oath, and 
certificate, relative to the manufacturing every article, upon 
which premiums are to be given, shall be made and grant- 
ed, by the manufacturers respectively, and the Committees, 
as stated and specified in relation to Saltpetre. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

In Congress, Wednesday, November 29, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

And the Journal of yesterday was read. 

On motion, Resolved, That all future vacancies, by the 
decease, refusal to act, or removal from the Colony, of any 
members of Congress, or of Parochial and District Com- 
mittees, shall be filled up in the usual way of electing, 
by the inhabitants of the respective Parishes or Districts 
where such vacancies shall happen, after a time has been 
appointed, and sufficient notice thereof given by the re- 
spective Parochial or District Committees. 

Daniel de Saussure and Robert William Powell, Esqrs., 
the Delegates sent from this Congress to the Provincial 
Congress of Georgia, upon (he late commencement of 
hostilities against this place, returned, and reported some 
pernicious illicit practices which had come under their ob- 
servation, relative to the disposal and exportation of Indigo 
from Georgia. 

Whereupon the Congress came to the following Reso- 
lution : 

Whereas the Continental Congress, on the first day of 
November last, resolved, " That no produce of the United 
Colonies be exported (except from Colony to Colony, under 
the direction of the Committees of Inspection and Obser- 
vation, and except from one part to another of the same 
Colony) before the first day of March next, without the 
permission of this Congress ; and that no Rice be export- 
ed under the exception contained in the fourth article of 
the Association, from any of the United Colonies, to Great 
Britain, Ireland, or the Islands of Jersey, Guernsey, Sark, 
Alderney or Man, or any other European Island or settle- 
ment within the British Dominions :" Wherefore, to give 
efficacy to so important an act, it is hereby published and 
declared, to the end that all persons govern themselves 
accordingly. 

Ordered, That Mr. President be desired to write to 
Georgia, relative to the exportation of Indigo and Rice, 
inclosing a copy of the Continental Resolve relative to the 
latter. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Thanks of this Congress 
be returned to the President and Members of the late 
Council of Safety, for their great diligence in their attend- 
ance on the publick affairs of this Colony. 

And Mr. President returned the Thanks of the Congress 
accordingly, to those gentlemen. 

On motion, Resolved, That Messrs. Andrew Frederick, 
Peter Moorer, and lsham Clayton, be, and they are here- 
by appointed Commissioners for repairing and keeping in 
repair, the publick road between the Charlestown District 
line, and the line of the Parish of St. Andrew. And that 
the said intermediate District do elect a District Commit- 
tee, after having given proper notice of such intended elec- 
tion. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Intelligence do, in 
future, enter into proper books, to be kept for that pur- 
pose, minutes of all their transactions ; together with copies 
of all the letters that shall be written by and to them. 



And that they do produce the books, containing whatever 
shall be done or written, by order of the Council of Safety 
or General Committee, to either of those bodies respec- 
tively by whom the same has been ordered, whenever 
required so to do. 

On motion, Resolved, That Colonel Laurens, Colonel 
Pinckney, the Hon. Mr. Lowndes, Mr. Ferguson, Mr. 
Edwards, Mr. Joseph Kershaw, and Col. Daniel Horry, 
be, and they are hereby appointed a Committee to make 
diligent inquiry, during the recess of Congress, and report 
early at the next meeting thereof, what communications 
between different Rivers in this Colony, the present or 
future circumstances of our affairs may render absolutely 
necessary to be opened, or prove beneficial, particularly 
between Santee and Cooper Rivers, and Edislo and Ash- 
ley Rivers; the manner in which the same may be most 
effectually and expeditiously carried into execution ; and 
estimates of the expense that will attend the same. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Hon. Henry Middlelon, 
Thomas Lynch, Esq., Colonel Christopher Gadsden, John 
Rutledge, and Edward Rutledge, Esqrs., or any two oF 
them, be, and they are hereby continued, and fully autho- 
rized, to represent this Colony in the American Congress 
now holding at Philadelphia ; with the same powers as 
were vested in those gentlemen at their election by the 
late Congress of this Colony held in June last. 

On motion, Resolved, That the counterfeiting or imi- 
tating any of the Certificates issued and passing current, as 
money, by authority of Congress, or uttering, knowing the 
same to be counterfeit, be, and is hereby declared a capi- 
tal offence, and punishable, as such, by authority of Con- 
gress. 

On motion, Resolved, That this Congress shall be ad- 
journed to the first day of February next. And that those 
members who do not attend the service of their country at 
the said adjournment, shall then be sent for, at their own 
expense, unless good and satisfactory reasons shall then be 
given for their non-attendance. 

On motion, Resolved, That the making a proper com- 
pensation to the Secretary for his services, and also to his 
Assistant during the present Session of Congress, be left to 
the discretion of the Council of Safety. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Thanks of this Congress 
be returned to the several persons who have been volun- 
teers in, or otherwise engaged in hazardous services, for 
the benefit of this Colony or the common cause. And 
that the Council of Safety be authorized and empowered 
to bestow honorary or other Rewards, upon such as they 
shall think entitled to either. 

Captain John Joiner being present in Congress, Mr. 
President returned him their Thanks for his late services. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Thanks of the Congress 
are due to the Rev. Mr. Tennent, and also to the Rev. 
Mr. Oliver Hart, for the important services by them re- 
spectively rendered to this Colony, in their late progress 
into the back country. 

And the Rev. Mr. Tennent being present, received the 
Thanks of the Congress accordingly. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Thanks of this Congress 
be returned to the Hon. William Henry Drayton, Presi- 
dent thereof, for the diligence and propriety with which he 
has discharged the duties of that important station. And 
that the Hon. Mr. Loiondes do, on the part of the Con- 
gress, deliver to Mr. President their Thanks accordingly. 

The Hon. Mr. Lowndes then addressed the Chair, in 
words to the following effect : 

"Mr. President: The Congress, sensible of your in- 
tegrity of heart, and ability of mind, placed you in the 
chair, for the most important purposes. Your unwearied 
attendance, during this long session, and your conduct, have 
given the most perfect satisfaction. You are therefore 
justly entitled to the Thanks of this Congress, who have 
made me the instrument by which their Thanks are present- 
ed to you, and which, in their name, I do present." 

On motion, Resolved, That the Thanks of the Congress 
be also presented to Peter Timothy, their Secretary, for 
his great diligence, unwearied attention, and accuracy, in 
the execution of his office. 



7S 



VIRGINIA CONVENTION, DECEMBER, 1775. 



76 



And Thanks were accordingly returned to him from the 
chair. 

Ordered, That Mr. President be requested to transmit 
to the Council of Safety at Salisbury in North- Carolina, 



a copy of the Petition and Remonstrance of "Messrs. Dunn 
and Boole, desiring to know their pleasure thereon. 

The Congress was then adjourned to Thursday, the first 
day of February next. 



VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 

Proceedings of the Convention of Delegates held at the 
Town of Richmond, in the Colony of Virginia, on Fri- 
day, the first of December, 1775, and afterwards by 
adjournment in the City of Williamsburgh. Present: 

For Albemarle : John Walker and Chas. Lcivis, Esqrs. 

For Amelia.: John Tabb and John Winn, Esquires. 

For Amherst: William Cabell, Jun., and Joseph Cabell, 
Esquires. 

For Augusta: Samuel McDowel and Thomas Lewis, 
Esquires. 

For Bedford : John Talbot, Esquire. 

For Botetourt: Andrew Lewis' and John Bowyer, 
Esquires. 

For Brunswick : Frederick Maclin and Henry Taze- 
well, Esquires. 

For Buckingham : Thomas Patterson, Esquire. 

For Berkeley : Robert Rutherford and William Drciv, 
Esquires. 

For Caroline : Edmund Pendleton and James Taylor, 
Esquires. 

For Charles City : William Acrill and Benjamin Har- 
rison, Jun., Esquires. 

For Charlotte : Paul Carrington and Isaac Read, 
Esquires. 

For Chesterfield : Archibald Cary and Benjamin Wat- 
kins, Esquires. 

For Culpepper : Henry Pendleton and Henry Field, 
Jun., Esquires. 

For Cumberland : William Fleming and John Mayo, 
Esquires. 

For Dinwiddie : John Banister and John Ruffin, Esqrs. 

For Dunmore : Jonathan Clark and Peter Muhlenburg, 
Esquires. 

For Elizabeth City : Henry King and Worlich West- 
wood, Esquires. 

For Essex: James Edmonson and Meriwether Smith, 
Esquires. 

For Fairfax : Charles Broadwater, Esquire. 

For Fauquier : James Scott, Esquire. 

For Frederick : Rev. Charles M. Thruston. 

For Fincastle : 

For Gloucester: Thomas Whiting, Esquire. 

For Goochland : John Woodson and Thomas M. Ran- 
dolph, Esquires. 
' For Halifax : Nathaniel Terry and Micajah Watkins, 

- Esquires. 

For Hampshire : James Mercer and Joseph Ncaville, 
Esquires. 

For Hanover : John Syme and Samuel Meredith, Esqrs. 

For Henrico : Richard Adams and Richard Randolph, 
Esquires. 

"Yor James City : Robert C. Nicholas and William Nor- 
vell, Esquires. 

For Isle-of-Wight : John S. Wills and Josiah Parker, 
Esquires. 

For King George : Joseph Jones and William Fitzhugh, 
Esquires. 

For King and Queen : George Brooke, Esquire. 

For King William : Carter Braxton and William Ay- 
lett, Esquires. 

For Lancaster : James Selden and Chas. Carter, Esqrs. 

For Loudoun : Francis Peyton and Josiah Clapham, 
Esquires. 

For Louisa: Thos. Johnson and Thos. Walker, Esqrs. 

For Lunenburg : David Garland and Thomas Tabb, 
Esquires. 

For Middlesex: Edmund Berkeley and James Monta- 
gue, Esquires. 
For Mecklenburgh : Robert Burton and Bennet Goode, 
Esquires. 

For Nansemond : James Murdaugh and Andrew Meade, 
Esquires. 



For New-Kent : Burwell Bassett and Bartholomew 

Dandridgc, Esquires. 
For Norfolk : Thomas Newton, Jun., and James Holt, 

Esquires. 
For Northampton : Michael Christian, Esquire. 
For Northumberland: Peter P. Thornton and Rod- 
ham Kenner, Esquires. 
For Orange ; Thos. Barbour and James Taylor, Esqrs. 
For Pittsylvania : Peter Perkins and Benjamin Lank- 
ford, Esquires. 
For Prince Edward : Robert Lawson and Wm. Bibb, 

Esquires. 
For Prince George : Richard Bland and Peter Poyth- 

ress, Esquires. 
For Princess Anne : Christopher Wright, Esquire. 
For Prince William: Henry Lee and Thomas Black- 
burn, Esquires. 
For Richmond : Robert W. Carter and Walter Jones, 

Esquires. 
For Southampton : Edwin Gray and Henry Taylor, 

Esquires. 
For Spottsylvania : George Stubblefield and Mann 

Page, Jun., Esquires. 
For Stafford: Charles Carter, Jun., and Thomas Lud- 

w ell Lee, Esquires. 
For Surry: Allen Cocke and Nicholas Faulcon, Jun., 

Esquires. 
For Sussex : David Mason and Henry Gee, Esquires. 
For Warwick: William Harivood and William Lang- 
home, Esquires. 
For Westmoreland : Richard Lee and John A. Wash- 
ington, Esquires. 
For York : Dudley Digges and Hugh Nelson, Esqrs. 
For Jamestown: Champion Travis, Esquire. 
For Williamsburgh : Joseph Prentis, Esquire. 

Paul Carrington, Esq., a Delegate for the County of 
Charlotte, reminded the Convention of the death of the 
Honourable Peyton Randolph, Esq., the late worthy Pre- 
sident, which made it necessary to appoint another, and 
did recommend Edmund Pendleton, Esq., as a gentleman 
in every respect qualified to fill that important office. He 
was seconded by James Mercer, Esq., a Delegate for the 
County of Hampshire ; and upon a question put, the said 
Edmund Pendleton was elected President, and took the 
chair accordingly, from whence he made his acknowledg- 
ments for this distinguished mark of their favour, in calling 
him to an office of such honour and importance, as unsoli- 
cited as unmerited. He entreated their candour and assist- 
ance to enable him to discharge it with propriety, in which 
he promised every exertion of his small abilities. 

Ordered, That Mr. John Tazewell be appointed Clerk 
of this Convention. 

A Letter from Colonel Woodford, of the Second Regi- 
ment, was laid before the Convention, and read ; repre- 
senting the situation of the Troops under his command, 
and of those under Lord Dunmore ; that he had received 
an offer of assistance from the commanding officer of the 
Troops stationed in North- Carolina, not far distant, which 
he had hitherto declined to call for, thinking the force he 
had at present sufficient, but that he would take his mea- 
sures as circumstances should occur. 

Resolved, That the President be required, in a Letter 
to Colonel Woodford, to be sent by express, to desire he 
will risk the success of his arms as little as possible, and, 
if there is not a moral probability of security with the 
Troops he hath, he will embrace the offer of assistance 
from those of North- Carolina, by sending immediately for 
them. 

Ordered, That Mr. Francis Eppes be appointed Mes- 
senger to this Convention. 

Resolved, That Mr. Joseph Prentis, who is elected a 
Delegate to represent the City of Williamsburgh, in the 
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room and during the necessary absence of George Wythe, 
Esq., one of the Delegates for this Colony in General 
Congress, be admitted into this Convention as a Delegate 
for the said city. 

The Convention adjourned till Monday next eleven 
o'clock, then to meet in the City of Williamsburgh. 

Williamsburgh, Monday, December 4, 1775. 

The Convention met according to adjournment; but 
there not being members sufficient to proceed to business, 
adjourned till to-morrow ten o'clock. 

Tuesday, December 5, 1775. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Thomas Price be appointed 
Chaplain to this Convention, and that he be desired to 
read prayers every morning, at ten o'clock. 

Resolved, That John A. Washington, Esq., having ac- 
cepted the office of Sheriff of the County of Westmore- 
land, is incapable of sitting and voting in this Conven- 
tion as a Delegate for the said County, and that the Pre- 
sident issue his Warrant for the election of a Delegate for 
the said County, and for all other Counties and Corpo- 
rations as are not represented in this Convention, by the 
necessary attendance of the Delegates appointed to re- 
present this Colony in General Congress, during their ab- 
sence. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Safety do lay their 
Proceedings before this Convention. 

Several Letters received by the Committee of Safety, 
from the Committee for the County of Elizabeth City, 
were presented to the Convention, and ordered to be re- 
ferred to Mr. Mercer, Mr. Bland, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. 
Treasurer, Joseph Jones, Mr. Holt, Mr. Newton, Mr. 
King, Mr. Rujjin, and Mr. Read, and they are to report 
such thereof to this Convention as may concern the pub- 
lick. 

Mr. Bland from the Committee of Safety, according to 
order, laid before the Convention the Proceedings of the 
said Committee, which were ordered to lie on the table. 

The President laid before the Convention several Let- 
ters received from the Delegates of this Colony in General 
Congress, and others, which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Resolved, That this Convention will immediately re- 
solve itself into a Committee to take into their considera- 
tion the state of the Colony ; and that the Letters laid 
before this Convention by the President, together with the 
Proceedings of the Committee of Safety, be referred to 
the said Committee. 

The Committee accordingly resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony ; and after some time 
spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr, 
Treasurer reported, that the Committee had, according to 
order, had under their consideration the state of the Colo- 
ny, but not having time to go through the same, had di- 
rected him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee to take into their further considera- 
tion the state of the Colony. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be revived, 
and that they continue to exercise the powers with which 
they were vested by the several Ordinances until the end 
of this session. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cary, Mr. Adams, Mr. Parker, 
Mr. Banister, and Mr. William Cabell, be appointed a 
Committee to examine Charles Robertson, who hath been 
apprehended as a suspected person, together with the seve- 
ral Papers found in his possession, and make report. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Wednesday, December 6, 1775. 

A proposition from the Rev. John Dixon was present- 
ed to the Convention and read ; setting forth, that by se- 
veral experiments made in the County of Gloucester, he 
finds he can make considerable quantities of Salt, and de- 
siring the encouragement of the publick in so useful an 
undertaking. 
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Ordered, That the said proposition do lie on the table. 

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of the Forces 
raised for the protection and defence of this Colony do 
lay before the Convention a state and return of the Forces 
under his command, and of their several stations. ■ 

Resolved, That all intercepted Letters which are sup- 
posed to concern the publick be transmitted to the Com- 
mittee of Safety, unopened. 

Mr. Mercer, from the Committee appointed to report 
such of the Letters transmitted to the Committee of Safe- 
ty from the Committee of the County of Elizabeth City,[ 
as concerned the publick, reported several of the said Let- 
ters. 

Ordered, That the said Letters be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Colonel Woodford, in answer to one formerly written to 
him. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony. 

Several Letters lately received from the Committee for, 
the County of Elizabeth City were presented to the Con- 
vention, and ordered to be referred to the Committee for-- 
merly appointed to report such Letters as should be found' 
to concern the publick. 

The Commanding Officer of the Forces raised for the 
defence and protection of this Colony laid before the Con- 
vention, according to order, a state and return of the Forces 
under his command. 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee. 
on the state of the Colony. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the. 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the. 
Colony; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President, 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Treasurer reported, that the 
Committee had, according to order, had under their consi- 
deration the state of the Colony, but not having time to go 
through the same, had desired him to move for leave to sit 
again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve, 
itself into the said Committee. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Thursday, December 7, 1775/ 

Resolved, That Colonel Woodford, of the Second Regi- 
ment, be empowered to employ a Secretary, with the same 
wages as are allowed to the Secretary of the Colonel of 
the First Regiment. 

Ordered, That the proposition of the Rev. John Dixon; 
for the manufactory of Salt, be referred to Mr. Braxton} 
Mr. Mason, Mr. Carter of Stafford, Mr. Thomas Walker. 
and Mr. Clapham, and they are to report the same, with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

Mr. Mercer, from the Committee appointed to report 
such of the Letters lately received from the Committee for 
the County of Elizabeth City, as concerned the publick," 
reported several of the said Letters. [ 

Ordered, That the said Letters be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the state of tha 
Colony ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Treasurer reported, that the 
Committee had, according to order, had under their consi-r 
deration the state of the Colony, and had come to a Re- 
solution thereupon, which he read in his place, and theji 
delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same was again 
twice read and agreed to, as follows: ■ 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
five hundred effective Men, three Companies whereof to 
be Riflemen, be employed for the protection and defence; 
of the Counties of Northampton and Accomack. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolve itself into a Committee, to take into their further 
consideration the state of the Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at half after ten o'clock. '; 
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Friday, December 8, 1775. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter re- 
ceived from Colonel Woodford, of the Second Regiment. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony. 

A Proclamation issued by Lord Dunmore, the 7th of 
November last, declaring martial law to be enforced through- 
out this Colony, and requiring every person capable of 
bearing arms to resort to His Majesty's standard by him 
erected in the Town of Norfolk, or be considered as trai- 
tors to His Majesty's crown and Government, and further 
declaring all negroes and indented servants capable of bear- 
ing arms, and appertaining to rebels, free; also, a certificate 
of an oath taken by several of the inhabitants of the Coun- 
ties of Norfolk and Princess Anne, in consequence there- 
of; were presented to the Convention and read. 

Ordered, That the said Proclamation and Certificate be 
referred to Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Rutherford, 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Banister, Mr. Parker, Mr. Gary, Mr. 
Smith, the Rev. Mr. Muhlenburg, and Mr. Page; and 
they are to draw up a Declaration in answer thereto, and 
make report. 

Ordered, That the said Committee do also select for 
publication such of the Letters laid before this Convention 
as they shall think proper. 

Resolved, That the venders of Salt, imported not con- 
trary to the Continental Association, be allowed to demand 
and receive whatever price they can obtain for that neces- 
sary article. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Colony for the 
time being be required to purchase for the publick use, all 
the good and merchantable Gunpowder which may be im- 
ported into this Colony, or manufactured here, at any 
time within six months, and allow the price of sis Shillings 
per pound for the same. 

Resolved, That Joseph Cabell, Thomas Randolph, and 
Jerman Baker, Gentlemen, be appointed Commission- 
ers to receive for and pay to the several claimants, in 
the Southern District, for services in the late expedition 
against the Indians, whatever may be due them from the 
publick, and not called for at the Treasury ; and that 
Francis Peyton, George Rootes, and John Neavill, Gen- 
tlemen, be appointed Commissioners for the like purpose 
in the Northern District. 

Mr. Braxton, from the Committee to whom the propo- 
sition of the Rev. John Dixon, for the manufactory of Salt, 
was referred, reported, that the Committee had had the 
same under their consideration, and had come to the follow- 
ing Resolutions thereupon; which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the 
same were again twice read, and agreed to by the Conven- 
tion. 

Resolved, That the samples of Salt exhibited by the 
Rev. Mr. Dixon do not appear to be sufficiently purified, 
but are of great strength in their taste. 

That the said Mr. Dixon, having given assurances of 
his intention to proceed in this work with expedition and 
diligence, if supported with a sum of money from the coun- 
try, not exceeding fifty Pounds, to purchase his kettles, 
and other necessaries, the Committee are of opinion the 
said sum ought to be advanced to the said Mr. D?"xon,upon 
his giving security to repay the money if his work succeeds 
within twelve months; and if it does not, to return what 
articles he bought with the country's money. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the slate of the Colo- 
ny ; and after some spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Treasurer reported, that the Committee 
had, according to order, had under their consideration the 
state of the Colony, but not having time to go through 
the same, bad directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee to take into their further considera- 
tion the state of the Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Saturday, December 9, X775. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Colony do advance 
the sum of one hundred Pounds to Charles Carter, Esq., 



as an encouragement to promote the manufactory of Salt- 
petre, in which he is at present engaged, he entering into 
bond, with security to repay the same in saltpetre, at the 
price of three Shillings per pound, within six months. 

Resolved, That the like sum of one hundred Pounds be 
advanced by the Treasurer of this Colony to the Dumfries 
Saltpetre Company, to promote their manufactory of that 
article, they entering into bond, with security to repay the 
same in saltpetre, at the price of three shillings per pound, 
within six months. 

Ordered, That Mr. Carter of Stafford, have leave to be 
abserjt from the service of this Convention for the remain- 
der of this session. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the Colo- 
ny ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President re- 
sumed the chair, and Mr. Treasurer reported, that the 
Committee had, according to order, had under their further 
consideration the state of the Colony, but not having time 
to go through the same, had directed him to move for leave 
to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into the said Committee. 

Adjourned till Monday, half after ten o'clock. 

Monday, December 11, 1775. 

A Letter from Colonel Woodford, of the Second Regi- 
ment, was laid before the Convention and read. 

Ordered, That the said Letter do lie on the table. 

A representation from the Committee for the County of 
Accomack was laid before the Convention and read, and 
ordered to be referred to the Committee on the state of the 
Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. Mercer, Mr. Bland, Mr. Henry 
Lee, Mr. Newton, Mr. Aylelt, Mr. Holt, and Mr. Brooke, 
be a Committee to inquire into the conduct of John Good- 
rich, William Goodrich, and John Goodrich, Jr., relating 
to the importation of Gunpowder and other articles, for 
the use of this Colony. 

A Petition and Representation from the Committee for 
the County of Warwick, was laid before the Convention 
and read. 

Ordered, That the said Petition and Representation be 
referred to the Committee on the state of the Colony. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the Colo- 
ny ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President re- 
sumed the chair, and Mr. Carey reported, that the Commit- 
tee had, according to order, had under their consideration 
the state of the Colony, and had made a further progress 
therein, but .not having time to go through the same, had 
directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into the said Committee, to take into their further 
consideration the state of the Colony. 

The President laid before the Convention a Journal of 
the Proceedings of the General Congress held at the City of 
Philadelphia, the tenth day of May last. 

Ordered, That the same do lie on the table, for the 
perusal of the members. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Tuesday, December 12, 1775. 

The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, re- 
solved itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony; 
and after some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Carey reported, that the Committee 
had, according to order, had under their consideration the 
state of the Colony, and had come to several Resolutions 
thereupon, which he was ready to report when the Conven- 
tion should be pleased to receive them. 

Ordered, That the said Report be received to-morrow. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself into a Committee, to take into their further 
consideration the state of the Colony. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter re- 
ceived from Colonel Woodford, which being read, 
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Resolved unanimously, That this Convention do highly 
approve of Colonel Woodford's conduct, manifested as well 
in the success of the Troops under his command, as in the 
humane treatment of, and kind attention to, the unfortu- 
nate, though brave Officers and Soldiers, who were made 
prisoners in the late action near the Great Bridge, and that 
the President communicate to Colonel Woodford the sense 
of his country on this occasion. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Wednesday, December 13, 1775. 

Mr. Treasurer, from the Committee appointed to draw 
up a Declaration in answer to Lord Dunmore' s Proclama- 
tion, reported, that the Committee had accordingly pre- 
pared the following Declaration ; which he read in his place, 
and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the 
same was again twice read, and unanimously agreed to : 
By the Representatives of the People of the Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia, assembled in General Conven- 
tion. 

A Declaration. 

Whereas Lord Dunmore, by his Proclamation, dated on 
board the Ship William, the 7th day of November, 1775, 
hath presumed, in direct violation of the Constitution, and 
the laws of this country, to declare martial law in force, 
and to be executed throughout this Colony, whereby our 
lives, our liberty, and property, are arbitrarily subjected to 
his power and direction ; and whereas the said Lord Dun- 
more, assuming powers which the King himself cannot 
exercise, to intimidate the good people of this Colony into 
a compliance with his arbitrary will, hath declared those 
who do not immediately repair to his standard, and submit 
in all things to a Government not warranted by the Con- 
stitution, to be in actual rebellion, and thereby to have 
incurred the penalties inflicted by the laws for such offences; 
and hath offered freedom to the servants and slaves of those 
he is pleased to term Rebels, arming them against their mas- 
ters, and destroying the peace and happiness of His Ma- 
jesty's good and faithful subjects, whose property is ren- 
dered insecure, and whose lives are exposed to the dangers 
of a general insurrection : We, as guardians of the lives and 
liberty of the people, our constituents, conceive it to be in- 
dispensably our duty to protect them against every species 
of despotism, and to endeavour to remove those fears with 
which they are so justly alarmed. 

If it were possible the understandings of men could be 
so blinded that every gleam of reason might be lost, the 
hope his Lordship says he hath ever entertained of an ac- 
commodation between Great Britain and this Colony might 
now pass unnoticed ; but truth, justice, and common sense, 
must ever prevail, when facts can be appealed to in their 
support. It is the peculiar happiness of this Colony, that 
his Lordship can be traced as the source of innumerable 
evils, and one of the principal causes of the misfortunes, 
under which we now labour. A particular detail of his 
conduct, since his arrival in this Colony, can be considered 
only as a repetition, it having been already fully published 
to the world by the proceedings of the General Assembly, 
and a former Convention ; but the unremitting violence 
with which his Lordship endeavours to involve this country 
in the most dreadful calamities, constantly affords new mat- 
ter for the attention of the publick, and will remove every 
imputation of ingratitude to his Lordship, or of injustice 
to his character. His Lordship is pleased to ascribe the 
unworthy part he hath taken against this Colony, to a ne- 
cessity arising from the conduct of its inhabitants, whom 
he hath considered in a rebellious state, but who know 
nothing of rebellion except the name. Ever zealous in 
support of tyranny, he hath broken the bonds of society, 
and trampled justice under his feet. Had his Lordship 
been desirous of effecting an accommodation of these dis- 
putes, he hath had the most ample occasion of exertim* 
both his interest and abilities; but that he never had in 
view any such salutary end, most evidently appears from 
the whole tenor of his conduct. The supposed design of 
the Canada bill having been to draw down upon us a mer- 
ciless and savage enemy, the present manoeuvres amongst 
the Roman Catholicks in Ireland, and the schemes con- 
certed with Doctor Connolly, and other vile instruments of 
tyranny, which have appeared by the examination of the 
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said Connolly, justify the supposition, and most fully evince, 
his Lordship's inimical and cruel disposition towards us, 
and can best determine whether we have been wrong in 
preparing to resist, even by arms, that system of tyranny 
adopted by the Ministry and Parliament of Great Britain, 
of which he is become the rigid executioner in this Colony. 
The many depredations committed also upon the inhabi- 
tants of this Colony, by the tenders and other armed ves- 
sels employed by his Lordship for such purposes, the pil- 
fering and plundering the property of the people, and the 
actual seduction and seizure of their slaves, were truly 
alarming in their effects, and called aloud for justice and 
resistance.. The persons of many of our peaceable bre- 
thren have been seized and dragged to confinement, con- 
trary to the principles of liberty, and the constitution of 
our country. Yet have we borne this injurious treatment 
with unexampled patience, unwilling to shed the blood of 
our fellow-subjects; who, prosecuting the measures of a 
British Parliament, would sacrifice our lives and property 
to a relentless fury, and unabating avarice. If a Governour 
can be authorized, even by majesty itself, to annul the 
laws of the land, and introduce the most execrable of all 
systems, the law martial ; if, by his single fiat, he can strip 
us of our property, can give freedom to our servants and 
slaves, and arm them for our destruction ; let us bid adieu 
to every thing valuable in life, let us at once bend our 
neck to the galling yoke, and hug the chains prepared for 
us and pur latest posterity. 

It is with inexpressible concern we reflect upon the dis- 
tressed situation of some of our unhappy countrymen who 
have thought themselves too immediately within the power 
of Lord Dunmore, and have been induced thereby to re- 
main inactive. We lament the advantage he hath taken 
of their situation, and at present impute their inactivity in 
the cause of freedom and the constitution, not to any de- 
fection or want of zeal, but to their defenceless state ; and 
whilst we endeavour to afford them succour, and to sup- 
port their rights, we expect they will contribute every 
thing in their power to effect their deliverance. Yet, if 
any of our people, in violation of their faith plighted to 
this Colony, and the duty they owe to society, shall be 
found in arms, or continue to give assistance to our ene- 
mies, we shall think ourselves justified, by the necessity 
we are under, in executing upon them the law of retalia- 
tion. 

Impressed with a just and ardent zeal for the welfare 
and happiness of our countrymen, we trust they will/on 
their part, exert themselves in defence of our common 
cause, and that we shall all acquit ourselves like freemen, 
being compelled, by a disagreeable, but absolute necessity 
of repelling force by force, to maintain our just rights and 
privileges; and we appeal to God, who is the sovereign 
disposer of all events, for the justice of our cause, trusting 
to his unerring wisdom to direct our counsels, and give 
success to our arms. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to prepare a 
Declaration in answer to Lord Dunmore's Proclamation, 
do also draw up and report a Declaration offering pardon 
to such Slaves as shall return to their duty within ten days 
after the publication thereof, or be liable to such punish- 
ment as shall be directed by the Convention. 

Resolved, That, a Delegate be chosen by ballot, on Fri- 
day next, to attend the Continental Congress, in the room 
of the late Hon. Peyton Randolph, Esq. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety do write to 
Colonel Woodford, desiring that he will endeavour to ef- 
fect an exchange of the Prisoners in his possession for our 
worthy countrymen now confined by Lord Dunmore; and, 
if he should not be able to effect such exchange, that he 
send his Prisoners to the City of WiUiamiburgh, as soon 
as it can be conveniently done, and that he also send the 
Slaves taken to the said City. 

Ordered, That the Slaves taken and confined at the 
Town of Hampton, be sent to the publick Jail in the City 
of Williamsburgh. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter re- 
ceived from the Delegates appointed to represent this Co- 
lony in General Congress, enclosing several Resolutions of 
that respectable body ; which were read, and ordered to be 
referred to the Committee on the state of the Colony. 
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A Petition of sundry surviving Captains of Companies 
on the late expedition against the Indians, was presented 
to the Convention, and read ; setting forth, that the said 
expedition was greatly promoted by their zeal for the ser- 
vice, and that they had advanced considerable sums of 
money, and extended their credit to the utmost, in order 
to supply the soldiers under their command with every 
necessary for the campaign ; that they did this from an ex- 
pectation that the Troops would be paid off in the manner 
practised heretofore, and that each Captain should receive 
the pay of his Company, and thereby be enabled to reim- 
burse himself what he might have advanced the Soldiers 
under "him ; but that it is with great concern, they have 
lately understood the Commissioners appointed to settle 
the accounts had come to a resolution not to pay any 
soldier or packhorse-man unless such person should ap- 
pear, or give an order in writing for the same, by which 
they conceive they shall be considerable losers, as many of 
the Soldiers were now dispersed over the Continent, ex- 
pecting their pay would be delivered into the hands of 
their respective Captains, to discharge the money advanced 
for them ; and praying such relief as this Convention should 
think just and reasonable. 

Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed to receive 
for and pay to the several Claimants in the Southern Dis- 
trict, for services in the late expedition against the Indians, 
whatever may be due to them from the publick, do in the 
first place settle the Accounts between the Captains and 
the Men under their command, and pay to the said Cap- 
tains whatever shall be found due to them on such settle- 
ment. 

Mr. Cary, according to order, reported, that the Com- 
mitee of the whole Convention had come to the following 
Resolutions; which he read in his place, and afterwards 
delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same were 
again twice read, and agreed to by the Convention : 

Resolved, That the regular Forces now in the pay of 
this Colony be recruited to ten Companies of sixty-eight 
men each, rank and file ; and that six other Battalions, 
each to consist of the like number of men, with their pro- 
per Officers, exclusive of the forces already voted for the 
defence of the Counties of Northampton and Accomack, 
be raised and embodied for the defence and protection of 
this Colony, and that these levies be recruited throughout 
the Colony. 

Resolved, That each of the said Battalions be com- 
manded by a Colonel, a Lieutenant Colonel, Major, ten 
Captains, twenty Lieutenants, ten Ensigns, and thirty Ser- 
geants. 

Resolved, That one of the said Battalions be composed 
of Germans, with German Officers. 

That the plan formerly established for the defence of 
this Colony, by Minute-men and Militia, ought to be con- 
tinued, with some alterations. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cary, Mr. A. Lewis, Mr. Mere- 
dith, Mr. Wills, Mr. Jones, Mr. Banister, Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Rootes, Mr. Thomas Walker, Mr. Fitzhugh, Mr. 
Harvie, Mr. Kenner, Mr. Dandridge, Mr. Fleming, Mr. 
Holt, and Mr. Travis, be a Committee to prepare and 
bring in an Ordinance pursuant to the foregoing Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolved, That the said Committee, or any seven of 
them, be a sufficient number to proceed to business. 

Mr. Cary, from the Committee to whom it was referred 
to examine Charles Robinson, who had been apprehended 
as a suspected person, reported, that the Committee had 
accordingly examined him, and had found no Papers of a 
publick nature in his possession ; but, as he is at present in 
the employment of a person in arms against this Colony, 
they are of opinion he ought not to be suffered to return 
to Norfolk, but be admitted to go at large on his parole. 

Resolved, That the Convention doth agree with the 
Committee in the said Report. 

The Order of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, being 
read, 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into the said Committee. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 



Thursday, December 14, 1775. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Colonel Woodford, enclosing a Petition from the poor In- 
habitants of the Town of Norfolk, requesting his protec- 
tion ; also a Petition from sundry distressed Highlanders, 
lately arrived from Scotland, praying that they might be 
permitted to go to Cape Fear, in North-Carolina, the 
place where they intended to settle, together with sundry 
other papers, which -were read. 

Resolved, That the President be desired to write to 
Colonel Woodford, directing him that all such Tories taken 
by him, who shall, upon an examination before the Field 
Officers, appear to have borne Arms against this Colony, 
be sent to the City of Williamsburgh ; and that all others 
who, upon such examination, shall appear inimical to the 
liberties of America, be detained by him till the further 
order of the Convention, or Committee of Safety; that he 
extend all reasonable indulgence to such as appear to have 
taken the part of Lord Dunmorc through necessity ; that 
he take the distressed Highlanders, with their families, 
under his protection, permit them to pass by land unmo- 
lested to Carolina, and supply them with such provisions 
as they may be in immediate want of. 

The President also laid before the Convention a Letter 
from Colonel Howe, of North- Carolina, informing him 
that he had joined Colonel Woodford with the Troops 
under his command, and should be happy to afford him his 
best assistance. 

Resolved, That the President be desired to write to 
Colonel Howe, acknowledging the receipt of his obliging 
Letter, and thanking him for his good intentions towards 
this Colony. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the 
Colony ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the state of the Colony, and had come to several Re- 
solutions thereupon, which he read in his place, and after- 
wards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same 
were again twice read, and agreed to, as follows : 

Resolved, As the opinion of this Committee, that the 
Ordinance for providing Arms and Ammunition for this 
Colony, ought to be amended. 

Resolved, As the opinion of this Committee, that per- 
sons harbouring Deserters from the forces raised, or to be 
raised for the defence of this Colony, ought to be pun- 
ished. 

Resolved, That the representation from the County of 
Accomack, and request therein contained, are reasonable, 
and that they be assured the Convention will pay a pro- 
per attention thereto, and afford them every protection in 
their power. 

Resolved, That Mr. Mercer, Mr. Cary, Mr. Fitzhugh, 
Mr. Page, Mr. R. Carter, Mr. John Walker, Mr. Har- 
rison, Mr. Rutherford, Mr. Harvie, Mr. Gray, Mr. Per- 
kins, Mr. Lankford, and Mr. Poythress, be a Committee 
to prepare an Ordinance pursuant to the first of the said 
Resolutions; and that the Committee formerly appointed 
to prepare and bring in an Ordinance pursuant to the Re- 
solutions for recruiting the regular Forces, now in the pay 
of this Colony, to ten Companies, and for raising six pther 
Battalions, do receive a clause, or clauses, pursuant to the 
second Resolution. 

Mr. Treasurer, from the Committee appointed to draw 
up a Declaration, offering pardon to such Slaves as should 
return to their duty, reported, that the Committee had ac- 
cordingly prepared the following Declaration ; which he 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's 
table, where the same was again twice read, and unani- 
mously agreed to : 

By the Representatives of the People of the Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia, assembled in General Conven- 
tion. 

A Declaration. 

Whereas Lord Dunmore, by his Proclamation, dated on 
board the Ship William, off Norfolk, the 7th day of No- 
vember, 1775, hath offered freedom to such able-bodied 
Slaves as are willing to join him, and take up arms against 
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the good people of this Colony, giving thereby encour- 
agement to a general insurrection, which may induce a 
necessity of inflicting the severest punishments upon those 
unhappy people, already deluded by his base and insidious 
arts ; and whereas, by an act of the General Assembly 
now in force in this Colony, it is enacted, that all negro or 
other slaves, conspiring to rebel or make insurrection, shall 
suffer death, and be excluded all benefit of clergy : we think 
it proper to declare, that all slaves who have been, or shall 
be seduced, by his Lordship's Proclamation, or other arts, 
to desert their master's service, and take up arms against 
the inhabitants of this Colony, shall be liable to such pun- 
ishment as shall hereafter be directed by the General Con- 
vention. And to the end that all such who have taken 
this unlawful and wicked step may return in safety to 
their duty, and escape the punishment due to their crimes, 
we hereby promise pardon to them, they surrendering 
themselves to Colonel William Woodford, or any other 
commander of our Troops, and not appearing in arms after 
the publication hereof. And we do further earnestly re- 
commend it to all humane and benevolent persons in this 
Colony to explain and make known this our offer of mercy 
to those unfortunate people. 

A Memorial from the Vestry of the Parish of Henrico, 
in the County of Henrico, was presented to the Conven- 
tion, and read ; setting forth, that they are at a loss to know 
in what manner their Minister's salary ought to be levied 
and collected, the same being directed by Act of Assem- 
bly to be paid to the Minister in Tobacco, if required by 
him ; and praying the Convention would take the same 
into consideration, and give such direction therein as shall 
be thought just and reasonable. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance 
for establishing a general Test ; and that Mr. Mercer and 
Mr. Adams do prepare and bring in the same. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolve itself into a Committee, to take into their further 
consideration the state of the Colony. 

Resolved, That the Arms and Warlike Accoutrements 
taken at the late engagement at the Great Bridge, be 
fairly appraised, and retained for the use of the Colony ; 
and that the value thereof, together with the Money to be 
produced by the sales of the other articles taken on that 
occasion, be divided among the Soldiers. 

Resolved, That no person be allowed to make reprisal 
on the property of Lord Dunmore, in this Colony, or their 
property seized by him, or the Navy, without the order of 
this Convention. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
the Commissioners appointed to treat with the different 
Tribes of Indians, which was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Safety do cause so 
many of the captive Slaves, as they shall think necessary, 
to be employed in working the Lead Mine in the County 
of Fincastle, for the use of this Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Friday, December 15, 1775. 
The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, 
proceeded to the appointment of a Delegate, to represent 
tliis Colony in General Congress, in the room of the late 
Honourable Peyton Randolph, 'Esq.; and the Members 
having prepared tickets, with the name of the Delegate to 
be appointed, and put the same into the ballot box, Mr. 
Thomas Ludwell Lee, Mr. Carrington, Mr. Digges, Mr. 
William Cabell, and Mr. Carter, of Lancaster, were ap- 
pointed a Committee to examine the ballot box, and report 
on whom the majority fell ; and it appearing, from their 
Report, that there was a majority of the whole Conven- 
tion in favour of Carter Braxton, Esq,, 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Carter Braxton, Esq., 
be appointed a Delegate to represent this Colony in Gen- 
eral Congress, in the room of the late Honourable Peyton 
Randolph, Esq. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow proceed 



to the appointment of a Committee of Safely, to consist 
of eleven persons, and that the same be made by ballot. 

Ordered, That Mr. Terry, Mr. Watkins, and Mr. Bibb, 
be added to the Committee appointed to prepare an Ordi- 
nance for amending the Ordinance of the last Convention 
for providing Arms and Ammunition for the use of this 
Colony. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the 
Colony; and after some lime spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the state of the Colony, but not having time to go 
through the same, had directed him to move for leave to 
sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into the said Committee, to take into their further 
consideration the state of the Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Saturday, December 16, 1775. 

A Petition of Robert Stephen was presented to the Con- 
vention and read ; setting forth, that his son William Ste- 
phen, being very desirous of serving his country in the 
late expedition against the Indians, enlisted, by his per- 
mission, as a soldier, although only fourteen years of age ; 
that, unfortunately for your Petitioner, he was slain in the 
action with the Indians, the tenth of October, 1774, by 
which means your Petitioner, being aged and infirm, is de- 
prived of his only support, and therefore praying that this 
Convention will take his case into consideration, and grant 
him such relief as shall be thought reasonable. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
missioners appointed to settle the Accounts of the Militia 
lately drawn out into actual service ; and they are to re- 
port the same, together with their opinion thereupon, to 
the Convention. 

A Petition of sundry Inhabitants of the County of Lu- 
nenburgh, was presented to the Convention, and read ; 
setting forth, that they are determined with their lives and 
fortunes, to defend the liberties of America, and to stand 
or fall with their country ; that they will, at all times, en- 
deavour to promote union and brotherly love among their 
countrymen, and those from any other parts of the world, 
who do not show themselves inimical to the rights of man- 
kind ; that they are persuaded this Convention had in view 
these important objects when the Resolution in favour of the 
Merchants and Factors from Great Britain residing here 
was entered into, but experience having proved that the 
good purposes thereby intended are not answered, but on 
the contrary, jealousies and distinctions, which before might 
have existed, are greatly increased, and praying the said 
Resolution may be rescinded, and in lieu thereof a Test es- 
tablished, whereby the friends of America may be distin- 
guished from those who are inimical to the glorious cause 
in which this country is engaged. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony. 

A Petition of Doctor Archibald Campbell, of the Bo- 
rough of Norfolk, was presented to the Convention, and 
read ; setting forth, that at a meeting of the Magistrates, 
and other principal Inhabitants of the said Borough, he 
was deputed, with several others, to wait on Colonel Wood- 
ford, commander of the Forces of this Colony, then at the 
Great Bridge, in Norfolk County, to know his intentions 
in respect to the treatment the Inhabitants of the said Bo- 
rough were to expect from the Army under his command, 
as it had been currently reported that the Town was to be 
plundered, and then burnt, and also to know what part 
they were to act to avoid such calamities ; that he accord- 
ingly made application to Colonel Woodford, who directed 
him to apply to this Convention, to whom he should sub- 
mit the matter ; that he hath been informed that some un- 
friendly person had represented to Colonel Woodford, that 
he had taken an active part, under Lord Dunmore, relative 
to the late transactions in the said Borough, which charge 
be denies, so far as it relates to matters inimical to the 
Colony ; and that he never acted under Lord Dunmore 
further than he was constrained by his Lordship's esta- 



87 



VIRGINIA CONVENTION, DECEMBER, 1775. 



88 



blishing martial law ; and praying the protection of this 
Convention in behalf of the Inhabiiants of the said Bo- 
rough ; and that if any inquiry into his conduct should be 
thought necessary, a Committee might be appointed for 
that purpose. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. 
Holt, Mr. Newton, Mr. Meade, Mr. Murdaugh, Mr. 
Wills, Mr. Adams, Mr. Andrew Lewis, Mr. Meredith, 
Mr. Rootes, and Mr. Mercer ; and they are to report the 
same, together with their opinion thereupon, to the Con- 
vention. 

Ordered, That the said Archibald Campbell be con- 
fined to his room in the City of Williamsburgh, under a 
proper Guard, till the further order of the Convention, or 
Committee of Safety. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, proceeded, by ballot, to the appointment of the Com- 
mittee of Safety ; and the Members having prepared tickets, 
with the names of eleven persons to be of the said Com- 
mittee and put the same into the ballot box, Mr. Watkins, 
Mr. Gray, Mr. Syne, and Mr. Drew, were appointed a 
Committee to examine the same, and report on whom the 
majority fell ; who retired, and after some time returned into 
Convention, and reported that the numbers stood as follows : 
For Dudley Digges, Esq., - - - - 74 
John Page, Esq., ----- 73 
Paul Carrington, Esq., - - - 72 
Edmund Pendleton, Esq., - - - 65 
James Mercer, Esq., - - - - 64 
Thomas Ludwell Lee, Esq., - - 61 
William Cabell, Esq., - - - - 59 
Richard Bland, Esq., - - - - 55 
Joseph Jones, Esq., - - - - - 48 
John Tabb, Esq., ----- 46 
Thomas Walker, Esq., - - - - 31 

Resolved therefore, That the said Dudley Digges, John 
Page, Paul Carrington, Edmund Pendleton, James Mer- 
cer, Thomas Ludwell Lee, Wm. Cabell, Richard Bland, 
Joseph Jones, John Tabb, and Thomas Walker, Esquires, 
be appointed Members of the said Committee of Safety. 

The Order of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, being 
read, 

Resolved, That the Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into the said Committee. 

Adjourned till Monday, half after ten o'clock. 

Monday, December 18, 1775. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance 
for continuing and amending an Ordinance appointing a 
Committee of Safety ; and that Mr. Richard^ Lee and 
Mr. Henry Lee do prepare and bring in the same. 

A Petition of John Chew, John Hews, and Ambrose 
Rains, was presented to the Convention, and read ; set- 
ting forth, that they had served under Captain John Hern- 
Jon as volunteers to Williamsburgh in August last, and 
were, on their return home, taken ill and obliged to em- 
ploy a Doctor, at an expense too heavy for them to bear; 
that as this expense was incurred whilst they were em- 
ployed in the service of their country, they hope this 
Convention will order the same to be repaid them. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. 
NorveH, Mr. Travis, Mr. King, and Mr. Langhorne; and 
that they report the same, together with their opinion 
thereupon, to the Convention. 

A Letter from the Committee of the County of Fair- 
fax, containing instructions to their Delegates in Conven- 
tion, was presented, and read. 

Ordered, That the said Instructions be referred to the 
Committee on the state of the Colony. " 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Colony be em- 
powered to employ such persons as he shall think proper 
to fill up and sign the Treasury Notes emitted pursuant to 
an Ordinance of the last Session of the Convention. 

Ordered, That Colonel Woodford's Letter of the 4th 
instant, together with the enclosures, be referred to the 
Committee on the state of the Colony. 

A Letter from the Committee for the County of Isle-of- 



Wight, enclosing a Resolution of the said Committee, was 
presented to the Convention, and read ; setting forth, that 
Ctesar, a negro man slave, belonging to Walter Givynn, 
of the County of Gloucester, and pilot to a tender, was 
placed by the Captain of the said tender on board the 
Molly, Captain Conyard, with orders to carry her to Nor- 
folk, but that Captain Conyard, had prevailed with him, 
by offering him a reward, to run the said vessel into Pa- 
gan Creek, in the said County of Isle-of- Wight, where 
she now lies ; that they had sent the said negro Cccsar to 
the Committee of Safety, to be dealt with as they shall 
think proper. 

Ordered, That the said Letter and Resolution be re- 
ferred to Mr. Richard Randolph, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Bas- 
sett, Mr. Terry, Mr. Brooke, Mr. Berkeley, and Mr. 
Rootes ; and they are to report the same, together with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

The Convention being informed that a Vessel, belong- 
ing to Messrs. Gibson &f Co., was about to sail for Great 
Britain with Naval Stores, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
for the County of Nansemond not to permit the said Ves- 
sel to proceed to sea, till the further order of this Conven- 
tion. 

A Petition of Joseph Simpson, and John Campbell, was 
presented to the Convention, and read ; setting forth, that 
they had supplied the Soldiery under the command of Lord 
Dunmore, in the late expedition against the Indians, with 
sundry articles, which were appraised agreeably to law, the 
amount of which appraisement, the Commissioners appoint- 
ed to settle the Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out 
into actual service, refused to allow them ; that they had 
advanced to Major John Connolly sums of Money, and 
other things to a considerable amount, depending wholly 
upon his pay as an officer, which he had assigned to 
them before he had attempted to perpetrate his diabolical 
plot, which the said Commissioners also refused to allow 
them ; that they have claims against the publjck, for assign- 
ments from sundry officers and men who were in service 
at Fort Pitt before the 26th of May, 1774, and from sun- 
dry artificers for their pay whilst employed in repairing 
Fort Pitt and building Fort Fincastle, and for sundry ma- 
terials used in those works, for all which they pray such 
allowance as shall be found to be just. 

Also a Petition of Alexander Ross, setting forth that 
William Thompson, together with your Petitioner, purchas- 
ed of the Crown the buildings and materials belonging to 
Fort Pitt when they were evacuated, and occupied the 
same till some time in the year 1774, when Major John 
Connolly, by command of Lord Dunmore, took possession 
thereof for the use of this Colony, and had the same 
appraised by proper judges, upon oath, to the sum of 
IAS21. 17s. 2d., besides sundry articles, the sole property 
of your Petitioner, appraised to314Z. Is. 9d., and retained 
the same till the month of August last, when Captain John 
Neavill, by direction of this Convention, took possession 
thereof for the defence of this Colony ; and praying the 
premises may be taken into consideration, and such relief 
granted them as their case shall be found to deserve. 

Ordered, That the said Petitions be referred to Mr. 
Mercer, Mr. Neavill, Mr. Rootes, Mr. Harvie, Mr. Muh- 
lenburg, Mr. Richard Lee, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. Carring- 
ton, Mr. Peyton, Mr. William Cabell, Mr. Thos. Walker, 
Mr. Andrew Lewis, Mr. Adams, Mr. Gary, Mr. Smith, 
and Mr. Taylor, and they are to report the same, with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the 
Colony ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the state of the Colony, and had come to the follow- 
ing Resolution thereupon, which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the 
same was again twice read, and agreed to : 

Resolved, (as the opinion of this Committee,) That some 
mode ought to be established for the payment of the Minis- 
ter's salary, and other Tobacco Debts, throughout this 
Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cary, Mr. Adams, Mr. DanJriJge, 
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Mr. Banister, Mr. Jones, Mr. Richard Randolph, and Mr. 
Bassctt, be a Committee to prepare and bring in an Ordi- 
nance pursuant to the said Resolution. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself into a Committee, to take into their further 
consideration the slate of the Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Tuesday, Doccmber 19, 1775. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Colonel Howe, and also a Letter from Colonel Woodford ; 
which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A Petition of Edward Hack Moscly, and Edward Hack 
Moseley, Jun., of the County of Princess Anne, and Mat- 
thew Phripp, of the Borough of Noifolk, was presented 
to the Convention and read, setting forth that they had 
been directed by Colonel Woodford to appear before this 
Convention for an inquiry into their conduct during the 
unhappy disturbances which have lately prevailed in the 
Borough of Norfolk ; that they understand very unfavour- 
able and injurious reports have prevailed against them, rep- 
resenting them as inimical to their country, of which they 
hope honourably to acquit themselves, when this Conven- 
tion shall be pleased to grant them a hearing. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. Holt, 
Mr. Newton, Mr. Meade, Mr. Murdavgh, Mr. Wills, Mr. 
Adams, Mr. Andrew Lewis, Mr. Meredith, Mr. Rootes, 
and Mr. Mercer, and they are to report the same, together 
with their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

Ordered, That the said Edward Hack Mosely, Edward 
Hack Mosely, Jun., and Matthew Phripp, be confined to 
their room in the City of Williamsburgh, under a proper 
guard, till the further order of the Convention, or Com- 
mittee of Safety. 

A Representation from the Committee for the County 
of Caroline was presented to the Convention and read, 
setting forth that they had seized sundry effects belonging 
to Thomas Hepburn, of the Town of Norfolk, who had 
appeared in arms against this Colony, and should retain 
the same till they received the orders of this Convention 
in relation thereto. 

Ordered, That the said Representation be referred to 
the Committee on the state of the Colony. 

The President laid before the Convention the Deposi- 
tions of Morgan Alexander and Richard Partridge, taken 
by the Committee of Safety on the examination of John 
Dew, charged with endeavouring to persuade several of 
the soldiers belonging to the Company of the said Alex- 
ander to desert ; which were read, and ordered to be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the state of the Colony. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be directed to 
send such force, for the protection of the County of War- 
wick, as to them shall appear necessary, as soon as the 
same can be supplied from the forces in the City of Wil- 
liamsburgh. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the 
Colony; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the state of the Colony, and had come to the follow- 
ing Resolution thereupon, which he read in his place, and 
afterwards, delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same 
was again twice read and agreed to as follows : 

Whereas a Petition was preferred to the last Convention 
by sundry Merchants, as well in their own behalf as for 
others, natives of Great Britain and resident in this Co- 
lony, setting forth, amongst other things, that they being 
chiefly agents, factors, and persons, who from their youth 
had been bred up to and employed in commerce, and had 
not interfered with the civil institutions of the country; 
that they were very sensible the unhappy differences sub- 
sisting between the Parent State and her Colonies had 
given rise to distinctions to their prejudice amongst the 
natives of the country, and excited jealousies of them, 
which otherwise had never existed, although, as in the sin- 
cerity of their hearts they declared, that they held the peo- 
ple of this Colony in the highest estimation as friends and 
fellow-subjects ; that, in war or peace, they would cheer- 



fully contribute with them to the exigencies of their com- 
mon state; that in all internal commotions or insurrections 
they pledged their faith, at the risk of their lives and for- 
tunes, jointly with their fellow-subjects of this Colony, to 
defend the country ; and that, in case of an attack from 
the troops of Great-Britain, they would not aid in any 
manner, or communicate intelligence to them by letter or 
otherwise; that they wished not an exemption from the 
hardships and burdens in which the people of this coun- 
try are exposed, from the civil contest subsisting with the 
Parent State, but were willing and ready to participate in 
all instances, except taking up arms against the people 
among whom they were born, and with whom, perhaps, they ' 
are connected by the nearest ties of consanguinity ; that they 
entreated the impartial and favourable attention of the Con- 
vention to that circumstance, and begged that a line of con- 
duct might be marked out, by which, in this dangerous 
crisis, they might move as useful members of the commu- 
nity, without being held to the necessity of shedding the 
blood of their countrymen, an act at which nature recoiled, 
and which every feeling of humanity forbid. Which Peti- 
tion the said Convention immediately took under their most 
serious consideration, and although it appeared unequal 
that any particular set of men in a society should have the 
full enjoyment of all the benefits arising therein, and not 
bear an equal share of the dangers to which it might be 
exposed, yet the Convention, in hopes of satisfying the 
Petitioners and quieting their fears, resolved unanimously 
that the said Petition was reasonable, and recommended it 
to the Committees of the several Counties and Corpora- 
tions, and others the good people of this Colony, to treat 
all such natives of Great Britain resident here, as did not 
shew themselves enemies to the common cause of America, 
with lenity and friendship; to protect all persons whatever 
in the just enjoyment of their civil rights and liberty; to 
discountenance all national reflections; to preserve, to the 
utmost of their power, internal peace and good order; and 
to promote union, harmony, and mutual good-will among 
all ranks of people. 

And whereas, notwithstanding the favourable and kind 
disposition shown by the Convention and the natives of this 
Colony, and the extraordinary and unexampled indulgence 
by them held out to the natives of Great Britain, residing 
in this Colony, many of these have lately become strict 
adherents to the Lord Dunmore, and the most active pro- 
moters of all his cruel and arbitrary persecutions of the 
good people of this Colony, not only by violating the Con- 
tinental Association, to which they had solemnly subscribed, 
in many the most flagrant instances — not only by giving in- 
telligence to our enemies, and furnishing them with pro- 
visions, but by propagating, as well in Great Britain as 
this Colony, many of the most glaring falsehoods, to the 
great prejudice and dishonour of this country; and, more- 
over, many of these natives of Great Britain, instead of 
giving their assistance in suppressing insurrections, have, 
contrary to all faith solemnly plighted in their said Petition, 
excited our slaves to rebellion, and some of them have 
daringly led them in arms against our inhabitants: The 
Committee having these things in full proof, and consider- 
ing their alarming and dangerous tendency, do give it as 
their opinion, and accordingly resolve, that the foregoing 
recited Resolution ought, from henceforth, to be totally 
abrogated and rescinded ; that none of the freemen, in- 
habitants of this country, wherever born, ought to be ex- 
empted from any of the burdens or dangers to which the 
Colony is exposed, but that, as good citizens, it is incum- 
bent on them to use every exertion of their powers and 
abilities in the common defence; and should any persons 
of ability decline or shrink from so necessary a duty to the 
community, that all such, except those who have taken up 
arms against our inhabitants, or show themselves inimical 
to us, may be permitted, under a license of the Committee 
of Safety, to leave the country. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Thomas Price and Thomas Smith, of the County of Isle-of- 
fVight; which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself into a Committee, to take into their further 
consideration the state of the Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 



91 



VIRGINIA CONVENTION, DECEMBER, 1775. 



92 



Wednesday, December 20, 1775. 
Mr. Richard Lee, from the Committee appointed, pre- 
sented to the Convention, according to order, an Ordinance 
for continuing and amending an Ordinance appointing a 
Committee of Safety ; and the same was read the first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance 
for appointing Sheriffs, and that Mr. Bland and Mr. Poy- 
thress do prepare and bring in the same. 

A Petition of sundry Freeholders, of the County of 
York, was presented to the Convention and read, com- 
plaining of an unfair and illegal election of a Sub-Dele- 
gate, chosen in the room of Thomas Nelson, Esq., and 
praying that an inquiry might be made into the same. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. 
Digges, Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Bland, Mr. Cary, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Braxton, Mr. Fitzhugh, Mr. Carter of Lancaster, 
Mr. Carrington, Mr. Bassett, Mr. Dandridge, Mr. Holt, 
Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. Richard Lee, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Fle- 
ming, Mr. Page, and Mr. M'Dowell, and they are to re- 
port the same, together with their opinion thereupon, to 
the Convention, 

Resolved, That the said Committee, or any seven of 
them, be a sufficient number to proceed to business. 

Mr. Bland, from the Committee appointed, presented 
to the Convention, according to order, an Ordinance for 
appointing Sheriffs ; which was read the first time, and 
ordered to be read a second time. 

Mr. Mercer, from the Committee appointed, presented 
to the Convention, according to order, an Ordinance for 
establishing a general Test ; which was read the first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time. 

A Petition of John Burroughs, of West Augusta, was 
presented to the Convention and read, setting forth that he 
was appointed, by Colonel Charles Lewis, a Lieutenant 
under Captain David Scott, in the expedition against the 
Indians, under Lord Dunmore, but was deprived of his 
commission by the said Scott, without any reasonable cause, 
and therefore praying that he might be allowed the ex- 
pense he was at in raising men, and for the time he was 
out of service. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. Mer- 
cer, Mr. Neavill, Mr. Rootes, Mr. Harvie, Mr. Mithlen- 
burg, Mr. Richard. Lee, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. Carring- 
ton, Mr. Peyton, Mr. Wm. Cabell, Mr. Thomas Walker, 
Mr. Andrew Lewis, Mr. Cary, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Tay- 
lor, and they are to report the same, together with their 
opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

A Petition of sundry Inhabitants of the County of Au- 
gusta, was presented to the Convention and read, setting 
forth that on the last expedition against the Indians being 
resolved upon, it became necessary that a number of Pack- 
horses should be employed for carrying out provisions and 
other necessaries for the Army ; that they very cheerfully 
entered their horses into the said service, not doubting but 
they should receive allowances which had been usually 
made ; but that they are sorry to inform the Convention 
that the Commissioners, appointed to settle the Accounts of 
the said expedition, have allowed your petitioners a recom- 
pense inadequate to the services afforded by them, espe- 
cially when it is considered how long they have been pre- 
vented from receiving any satisfaction whatever for the 
same ; and praying the Convention will take the premises 
into consideration, and grant them such relief as shall be 
judged just and reasonable. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. 
M'Dowell, Mr. Neavill, Mr. Rootes, Mr. Thos. Walker, 
Mr. Field, Mr. John Walker, Mr. Adams, Mr. Richard 
Randolph, Mr. Henry Pendleton, Mr. Boivyer, Mr. Bar- 
bour, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. Read, and they are to report 
the same, together with their opinion thereupon, to the 
Convention. 

A Representation from Lieutenant-Colonel Christian, 
of the First Regiment, was presented to the Convention 
and read, setting forth that a number of Soldiers, at the 
time of their enlistment, had been promised by their Offi- 
cers that they should be supplied, at the publick expense, 
with Hunting-shirts and Leggings; that he has strongly 
recommended to the Soldiers to provide themselves with 



uniform clothing, such as Shirts, Leggings, and bound 
Hats, which they have generally done; and submitting it 
to the Convention whether the expense thereof should not 
be paid by the publick. 

Resolved, That the Soldiers in the regular service be 
allowed Hunting-shirts, Leggings, and Bindings for their 
Hats, by the publick. 

The President laid before the Convention the Proceed- 
ings of the Commissioners appointed to treat with the 
several different Tribes of Indians. 

Ordered, That the same do lie on the table for the pe- 
rusal of the Members. 

Ordered, That the several County Lieutenants do cause 
double Patroles to be kept in their several Counties during 
the ensuing holidays. 

Ordered, That Mr. Blackburn be added to the Com- 
mittee to whom the Petition of Alexander Ross was re- 
ferred. 

Ordered, That Mr. Whiting be added to the Commit- 
tee to whom the Letter and Resolution of the Committee 
for the County of Isle- of- Wight was referred. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance 
for amending the Ordinance of the last Convention, di- 
recting the elections of Delegates and Committee-men, 
and that Mr. Holt, Mr. Meade, and Mr. Murdaugh, do 
prepare and bring in the same. 

Ordered, That the Officers and Men directed to be 
raised by an Ordinance of the last Convention, in the 
County of Fincastle, and stationed at such posts as might, 
from time to time, be ordered and directed by the Com- 
mittee of the said County, be now disbanded. 

A Representation of William Finnie was presented to 
the Convention and read, setting forth that he had been 
appointed by the Committee of Safety Quartermaster- 
General to the Virginia Regiments ; but as no such Offi- 
cer had been directed by the Ordinances, he was referred 
to this Convention, as well for a confirmation of the said 
appointment, as for such allowance as his services should 
be thought to merit, and praying that he might be con- 
firmed in the said office. 

Ordered, That the said Representation do lie on the 
table. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the 
Colony ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the state of the Colony, and had come to the follow- 
ing Resolution thereupon, which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the 
same was again twice read and agreed to, as follows : 

Resolved, That the commanding Officer at Norfolk be 
directed to cause inquiry to be made, whether the Salt 
stopped from the Men-of-War, and mentioned in Colonel 
Woodford's letter, was imported agreeably to the terms of 
the Continental Association ; and, if it shall appear to have 
been so, that he contract with the proprietor for the pur- 
chase thereof, at a reasonable price, on account of the pub- 
lick, which will be paid by the Treasurer, upon his order. 
On the contrary, should it be found to have been imported 
against the Association, the Colony will pay for the same 
at two Shillings per bushel, the money to be divided 
amongst the Officers and Soldiers in that department, 
in proportion to their pay. And in either case, that he 
cause the Salt to be stored in a proper place, for the use 
of the publick, till further orders. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself into a Committee, to take into their further 
consideration the slate of the Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 



Thursday, December 21, 1775. 
Mr. Cary, from the Committee appointed, presented to 
the Convention, according to order, " An Ordinance for 
raising an additional number of Forces for the defence and 
protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordinance 
entitled ' An Ordinance for raising and embodying a suffi- 
cient force for the defence and protection of this Colony ;'" 
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which was read the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time. 

Mr. Cary, from the Committee appointed, presented to 
the Convention, according to order, " An Ordinance for es- 
tablishing a mode of making Tobacco payments during the 
discontinuance of the Tobacco law ;" which was read the 
first time, and ordered to be read a second time. 

A Petition of John Willoughby, of the County of Nor- 
folk, was presented to the Convention and read, setting 
forth that he had been directed by Colonel Woodford to 
appear before this Convention, for an inquiry into his con- 
duct during the unhappy disturbances which have lately 
prevailed in the Borough of Norfolk ; that he understands 
very unfavourable and injurious reports have prevailed 
against him, representing him as inimical to the interests 
of his country, of which he hopes honourably to acquit 
himself, when the Convention shall be pleased to grant 
him a hearing. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee to whom the Petition of Archibald Campbell is re- 
ferred, and they are to report the same, together with their 
opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

Ordered, That Mr. Jones, Mr. Banister, Mr. Henry 
Lee, Mr. Smith, Mr. Robert Wormeley Carter, Mr. Black- 
burn, Mr. Edrnondson, Mr. Carter of Lancaster, Mr. John 
Walker, and Mr. Thornton, be added to the said Commit- 
tee, and that any seven of the said Committee be a suffi- 
cient number to proceed to business. 

Mr. Mercer, from the Committee appointed, presented, 
according to order, " An Ordinance for amending an Ordi- 
nance entitled ' An Ordinance for providing Arms and Am- 
munition for the use of this Colony ;' " which was read the 
first time, and ordered to be read a second time. 

A Petition of Archibald Govan was presented to the 
Convention and read, setting forth that he loaded and 
cleared out the Sloop Christian and cargo agreeably to the 
terms of the Association ; that she has been prevented 
proceeding on her voyage by being brought into Hampton 
by the soldiery stationed there ; and as there is no market 
in this country, at present, but for the Army, he would be 
glad the cargo, amounting to near two thousand five hun- 
dred bushels of wheat, might be taken for the use of the 
troops, at such a price as shall be thought reasonable ; that 
he has been told this House are in want of some vessels 
for the service of the country, for which purpose he begs 
leave to offer his sloop, which is a well-found vessel and 
fast sailer, and little more than three years old ; that, from 
the candour and justice of this Convention, he hopes, as 
he has not in any instance infringed the Association, and 
as the letters wrote by himself, and found on board the said 
sloop, were fraught with sentiments friendly to this coun- 
try, no degree of guilt will be imputed to him on account 
of the many unfriendly letters found in the said vessel. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony. 

A Letter from Col. Henry, of the First Regiment, was 
read, and ordered to be referred to the Committee on the 
state of the Colony. 

An Ordinance, " For raising an additional number of 
Forces for the defence and protection of this Colony, 
and for amending an Ordinance, entitled, ' An Ordinance 
for raising and embodying a sufficient Force for the de- 
fence and protection of this Colony,' " was read a second 
time, and referred to a Committee of the whole Conven- 
tion. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

Ordered, That Mr. Whiting be added to the Commit- 
tee to whom the Petition of sundry Freeholders of the 
County of York was referred. 

Ordered, That the Resolution appointing Joseph Cabell, 
Thomas Randolph, and Jcrman Baker, gentlemen, Com- 
missioners, to receive for, and pay to, the several Claimants 
in the Southern District, for services in the late expedition 
against iho Indians, whatever may be due to them from the 
publick, and not called for at the Treasury, and Francis 
Peyton, George Rootes, and Joseph Neavill, gentlemen, 
for the like purpose, in the Northern District, be rescind- 
ed. 



A Petition of the Inhabitants of the County of Freder- 
ick, and others residing to the westward of the Blue Ridge 
of mountains, was presented to the Convention, and read ; 
setting forth, that being deeply interested, as well in the 
calamities of the late Indian War, as in the transactions and 
business consequent thereupon, they cheerfully contributed 
their assistance, by supplying wagons, horses, arms, and 
provisions, for the publick use ; that the Commissioners 
appointed by the late Convention, to settle and adjust the 
expenses of the said expedition, being utterly unacquainted 
with the customs and manners of the inhabitants, and with 
the prices at which livestock, flour, meat, and other arti- 
cles wanting to an army are usually sold, and also with the 
expense of wagonage, packing, and other modes of con- 
veyance over that rugged and mountainous country, have, 
in the settlement of the accounts of the petitioners and 
their brethren, committed many errors and mistakes, to their 
very great prejudice; and praying that the Convention will 
take the same into consideration, and grant them such relief 
as shall seem just. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Rev. 
Mr. Thruston, Mr. Rutherford, Mr. Brew, Rev. Mr. 
Muhlenburg, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Rootes, Mr. Mercer, Mr. 
Neavill, Mr. Field, Mr. Henry Pendleton, Mr. Barbour, 
Mr. Taylor, Mr. Thomas Walker, Mr. John Walker, Mr. 
Edrnondson, Mr. Selden, Mr. Carter of Lancaster, Mr. 
Kenner, Mr. Dandridge, Mr. Brooke, Mr. Jones, Mr. 
Fitzhugh, and Mr. Page; and they are to report the same, 
together with their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Col. Ho ive, and also a letter from Col. Woodford ; which 
were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

A Petition of Sampson and George Matthews, and also 
a Petition of William Ingles, were presented to the Con- 
vention, and read, setting forth, that some time in the 
month of July, 1774, they were requested by Col. Andrew 
Lewis to undertake the business of Commissary-General 
to the Army, about to be raised by orders from the Gover- 
nour, for an expedition against the Indians, which request 
they complied with, and in the course of that business pro- 
cured for the Army provisions, ammunition, tents, pack- 
horses, drivers for the horses, and almost every other ne- 
cessary for their accommodation ; and for that purpose had 
expended considerable sums of their Money ; for all which 
they have passed their bonds, which they have paid, or are 
still to pay, with interest; that they presume they have, 
by their prudent management, saved a considerable sum to 
the country, and praying that the Convention will take 
their case into their consideration, and allow them such a 
sum of money for their trouble and expenses as shall ap- 
pear just and reasonable. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. 
Cary, Mr. William Cabell, Mr. Thomas Lewis, Mr. Har- 
vie, Mr. Thomas Walker, Mr. Joseph Cabell, and Mr. 
M'Dowell; and they are to report the same, together with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

The Order of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, being 
read, 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into the said Committee. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Friday, December 22, 1775. 
Ordered, That the Committee to whom the Letter and 
Resolution of the Committee for the County of Isle-of- 
Wight was referred, be empowered to summon such wit- 
nesses as they shall think necessary for their information. 

A Petition of Cary Mitchell was presented to the Con- 
vention, and read ; setting forth, that he understands many 
reports have prevailed to his prejudice, and that he hath 
been considered as unfriendly to his country; that he is at 
a loss to discover what actions of his life could give just 
grounds for such reports; that he wishes for nothing more 
than that a full and impartial inquiry may be made into his 
conduct, upon which he doubts not but he shall be able to 
clear himself of every suspicion. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee to whom the Petition of Doctor Archibald Camp- 
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bell is referred ; and they are to report the same, together 
with their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

Ordered, That Doctor Archibald Campbell, Edward 
Hack Moseley, Edward Hack Moseley, jun., Maltheiv 
Phripp, John Willoughby, and Cary Mitchell, be admit- 
ted to their parole, to continue in the City of Williamsburg, 
till the further order of this Convention. 

Mr. Cary, from the Commissioners appointed to settle 
the Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out into actual 
service, laid before the Convention the Report of the said 
Commissioners ; which was ordered to be referred to the 
Committee to whom the Petition of Sampson and George 
Matthews was referred, and that they make a reasonable 
allowance to the Clerk employed by the said Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr. Tlwmas Walker, from the Committee to whom the 
Petition of the Inhabitants of the Counties of Augusta, Bo- 
tetourt, Fincastle, Bedford, and Culpepper, was referred, 
reported that they had accordingly had the same under 
their consideration, and had come to the following Resolu- 
tion thereupon ; which he read in his place, and afterwards 
delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same was again 
twice read, and agreed to by the Convention : 

Resolved, That each of the Horses, employed on the 
Said occasion, be paid for after the rate of one Shilling and 
three Pence per day ; and that the Commissioners appoint- 
ed to settle the accounts do make the said allowance. 

Mr. King, from the Committee appointed, reported that 
the Committee had, according to order, had under their 
consideration the Petition of John Chew, John Hews, and 
Ambrose Rains, and had come tothe following Resolution 
thereupon ; which he read in his place, and afterwards de- 
livered in at the Clerk's table, where the same was again 
twice read, and agreed to by the Convention: 

Resolved, That the said Petition is reasonable, and that 
John Chew ought to be allowed the sum of 4?. Os. 6d., John 
Hews the sum of 8/. 1 1*. 9d., and Ambrose Rains the sum 
of 21. Os. 6d. 

Resolved unanimously, That the Thanks of this Conven- 
tion are justly due to the brave Officers, gentlemen Volun- 
teers, and Soldiers of North- Carolina, as well as our bre- 
thren of that Province in general, for their prompt and gen- 
erous aid in defence of our common rights against the ene- 
mies of America and of the British Constitution ; and that 
the President be desired to transmit a copy of this Resolu- 
tion to Col. Howe. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itselfinto a Committee on the Ordinance " For rais- 
ing an additional number of Forces for the defence and 
protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordinance 
entitled, An Ordinance for raising and embodying a sufficient 
Force for the defence and protection of this Colony ;" and, 
after some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the 
chair, and Mr. Cary reported that the Committee had, 
according to order, had under their consideration the said 
Ordinance, and had made some progress therein, but, not 
having time to go through the same, had directed him to 
move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee, to take into their further consider- 
ation the said Ordinance. 

The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony ; 
and, after some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Cary reported that the Committee had, 
according to order, had under their consideration the slate 
of the Colony, and had come to the following Resolutions 
thereupon ; which he read in his place, and afterwards de- 
livered in at the Clerk's table, where the same were again 
twice read, and agreed to by the Convention : 

Resolved, That the Committee for the County of Eliza- 
beth City be directed to deliver to Mr. Maximilian Calvert, 
or his order, the Vessel and Cargo belonging to him, and 
lately brought into Hampton Creek. 

Resolved, That the Committee for the County of Eliza- 
beth City be directed to cause the Salt, and other articles, 
lately brought into Hampton, to be landed and placed in 
some secure repository ; and that all the vessels, except 
Mr. Calvert's, be detained till further orders. 



Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee, to take into their further consider- 
ation the state of the Colony. 

Ordered, That the Reverend Mr. Thruston, Mr. Ben- 
jamin Watlcins, Mr. Reade, and Mr. Clarkc,be added to 
the Committee to whom the Petition of Alexander Ross 
is referred. 

A Petition of sundry persons of the County of Cumber- 
land, whose names are thereunto subscribed, was presented 
to the Convention, and read, setting forth, that many dis- 
orders were occasioned in their Militia by an improper ap- 
pointment of Officers, and by the indulgence granted to 
Foreigners by this Convention at their last meeting, which 
they pray may be recalled, and in lieu thereof a Test estab- 
lished for all suspected persons. 

Ordered, That the said Petition do lie on the table. 

A Petition of Alexander Sniggers was presented to the 
Convention, and read, setting forth, that the Commissioners 
appointed to settle the accounts of the Militia, lately drawn 
out into actual service, had refused to allow him more than 
eight Shillings a day for each Wagon employed by him in 
the service, although the usual price had always been ten 
Shillings; and that they had also refused to allow him for 
sundry other articles, an account whereof he begs to lay 
before the Convention ; and praying that he may be made 
such further allowance as shall be thought reasonable. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee to whom the Petition of sundry Inhabitants of the 
County of Frederick was referred; and they are to report 
the same, together with their opinion thereupon, to the 
Convention. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Saturday, December 23, 1775. 

The President laid before the Convention two Letters, 
just received from the Delegates appointed to represent this 
Colony in General Congress; which were read, and order- 
ed to be referred to the Committee on the state of the 
Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cary Mitchell be permitted to visit 
bis family at Hampton, upon his parole, to appear in the 
City of Williamsburgh on Saturday next. 

A Petition of James Wood, of the County of Frederick, 
was presented to the Convention, and read 'setting forth, 
that he was appointed to the command of a Company in 
the late expedition against the Shawanese Towns ; that, in 
order to arm his company for the service, he was under the 
necessity of impressing a number of Guns, for which he 
passed his receipt to the proprietors, many of which guns 
were carried away by deserters ; and others, by different 
accidents, were never returned to their owners ; for all 
which the Commissioners have made your Petitioner liable, 
and have deducted the amount thereof out of his pay ; and 
praying that the premises may bq inquired into, and such 
further allowance made him as shall be thought just and 
reasonable. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee to whom the petition of the Inhabitants of the County 
of Frederick was referred ; and they are to report the same, 
together with their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

A Petition of Stephen Pierce was presented to the Con- 
vention and read, setting forth, that he is master of the 
sloop Industry, lately brought into Hampton, and praying 
that he may be allowed to proceed to St. Mary's, in Mary- 
land, with the said Vessel and her Cargo, if the same can 
be done with safety. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. Black- 
burn, Mr. Henry Lee, and Mr. Carrington ; and they are 
to report the same, together with their opinion thereupon, 
to the Convention. 

Ordered, That the Leggings allowed to the Soldiers in 
the regular service do not exceed the price of four Shillings 
for each pair. 

Ordered, That Mr. Harrison have leave to be absent 
from the service of this Convention till Thursday next. 

The Orders of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinance "For raising an additional number of Forces 
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for the defence and protection of this Colony, and for 
amending an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance for raising 
and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence and pro- 
tection of this Colony ; — being read, 

Ordered, That the same be put off till Monday next. 

Resolved unanimously, That the Thanks of this Conven- 
tion are justly due to Colonel Elliott, and the Officers and 
Soldiers under his command, to Messrs. James and Richard 
Barron, and to the Inhabitants of Hampton, for their spirit- 
ed and successful exertions in defeating the designs of our 
enemies ; and that the President be desired to transmit the 
same, and to inform them the Convention will take an early 
opportunity of rewarding their merit. 

Adjourned till Monday, half after ten o'clock. 

Monday, December 25, 1775. 

The Convention met, and adjourned till to-morrow, half 
after ten o'clock. 

Tuesday, December 26, 1775. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Colonel Henry, of the First Regiment, informing the Con- 
vention that Col. EUiott,lhe Commanding Officer at Hamp- 
ton, bad brought into that harbour a Vessel from Rhode- 
Island, and had enclosed to him the Papers found therein, 
which he took the liberty to lay before the Convention, and 
desiring their direction respecting the said Vessel. 

Resolved, That the said Vessel be permitted to proceed 
on her voyage. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to inquire 
whether the Salt, and other goods, lately taken on board 
several vessels at Hampton, were imported agreeably to 
the terms of the Continental Association, and whether the 
same be the property of. friends to America, or of those who 
have been in arms, or otherwise taken an active part against 
this Colony ; and make a special report respecting each 
Vessel and Cargo, to this Convention ; and that Mr. Cary, 
Mr. Mercer, Mr. Holt, Mr. Digges, Mr. Nelson, Mr. 
Langkome, Mr. Harwood, Mr. King, Mr. Westwood, Mr. 
Murdaugh, and Mr. Meade, be of the said Committee. 

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer at Hampton 
be directed to retain theSaJt lately brought into that place, 
for the use of the publicli ; and that the Committee appoint- 
ed to inquire whether the same was imported agreeably to 
the terms of the Continental Association do also consider 
of and report the most proper method for the distribution 
thereof. 

Resolved, That John Bowyer, gentleman, be appointed 
a Commissioner to receive for, and pay to, the several claim- 
ants in the Counties of Pittsylvania, Augusta, Botetourt, 
Fincastle, and Bedford, whatever may be due to them from 
the publick, and not called .for at the Treasury ; and that 
he enter into bond, with sufficient security, for the due per- 
formance thereof, and return an account to the Treasurer 
within six months from the time he shall have received the 
money from the Treasury. 

Ordered, That Charles Robertson, who hath been de- 
tained in this city on his parole, be discharged. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to inquire 
whether the Salt, and other goods, lately brought into 
Hampton, were imported agreeably to the Continental As- 
sociation, do also inquire into the several cases of the Pri- 
soners now in the publick jail in this city, and report the 
same, as it shall appear to them, with their opinion, how 
each person, white or black, ought to be disposed of, to the 
Convention. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be directed to 
issue their Warrant to the Treasurer for the payment of 
such sum of Money as they shall think necessary, to Mr. 
John Harmanson, to be applied towards recruiting the Sol- 
diers to be raised for the defence of the Counties of North- 
ampton and Accomack; he giving bond and security for the 
due application thereof. 

Ordered, That the Committee to whom the Petition of 
sundry Freeholders of the County of York was referred, 
be discharged from proceeding thereon, and that the Peti- 
tioners have leave to withdraw the same. 

An Ordinan ce for establishing a mode of making To- 
bacco Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
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Law, was read the second time, and ordered to be commit- 
ted to a Committee of the whole Convention. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for 
raising an additional number of Forces for the defence and 
protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordinance, 
intituled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a suffi- 
cient Force for the defence and protection of this Colony ; 
and after some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Committee had, 
according to order, had under their consideration the said 
Ordinance, but not having time to go through the same, 
had directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Order of the Day, for the Convention to resolve* 
itself into a Committee on the state of theColony , being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Wednesday, December 27, 1775. 

The President laid before the Conyenlion a Letter from 
Col. Howe, and also a Letter from Col. Woodford; which 
were read, and ordered to be referred to the Committee on 
the state of the Colony. 

Mr. Holt, from the Committee appointed, presented, 
according to order, " An Ordinance to amend an Ordinance, 
intituled An Ordinance for regulating the election of Del- 
egates and ascertaining their allowances, and also for re- 
gulating the election of Committee-men in the several 
Counties and Corporations within this Colony, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned," which was read the first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for rais-. 
ing an additional number of Forces for the defence and 
protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordinance, 
intituled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a suffi- 
cient Force for the defence and protection of this Colony ; 
and after some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Committee had, 
according to order, had under their consideration the said 
Ordinance, and had made some progress therein, but not 
having time to go through the same, had directed him to 
move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolve itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinance for establishing a mode of making Tobacco 
Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law ; — being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Thursday, December 28, 1775. 
An Ordinance for continuing and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Committee of Safety ; also, 

An Ordinance for establishing a General Test ; also, 
An Ordinance for appointing Sheriffs; and also, 
An Ordinance for amending an Ordinance, intituled An 
Ordinance for regulating the election of Delegates and 
ascertaining their allowances, and also for regulating the 
election of Committee-men in the several Counties and 
Corporations within this Colony, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned ; were severally read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed to a Committee'pf the whole Con- 
vention. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinances for continuing 
and amending an Ordinance appointing a Committee of 
Safety, and for appointing Sheriffs ; and [on Saturday next, 
on the Ordinances for establishing a General Test, and to 
amend an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance for regulating 
the election ofDelegates and ascertaining Their allowances^ 
and also for regulating the election of Committee-men in 
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the several Counties and Corporations within this Colony, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned. 

"An Ordinance for amending an Ordinance, entitled An 
Ordinance for providing Arms and Ammunition for the use 
of this Colony, was read a second time, and ordered to be 
committed. to Mr. Mercer, Mr. Adams, the members for 
Loudoun, Frederick, Augusta, Botetourt, Chesterfield, 
Henrico, Prince George, Dinwiddie, and Surry. 
'^Ordered, Th'at a Committee be appointed to inquire 
into the services of Mr. James Wood, who was deputed 
by the House of Burgesses at their last session, to go among 
the several tribes of Indians on the Western frontiers of 
tills Colony, and invite them to the late Treaty held at 
Fort Pitt, and to report what those services deserve ; and 
that Mr. Bland, Mr. Andrew Lewis, Mr. Thomas Walker, 
Mr. Peyton, Mr. Richard Lee, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. 
Blackburn, Mr. Clapham, the Rev. Mr. Thrust on, Mr. 
Bassett, and Mr. Banister, be of the said Committee. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
Uself into a Committee on the state of the Colony ; and on 
the Ordinances, for .raising an additional number of Forces 
for the defence and protection of this Colony, and for 
amending an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance for raising 
and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence and pro- 
tection of this Colony ; and for establishing a mode of 
making Tobacco Payments during the discontinuance of 
the Inspection Law ; — being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Ordered, That Mr. Read, Mr. Lawson, Mr. Cocke, 
Mr, Faulcon, Mr. Parker, and Mr. Thomas Tabb, be 
added to the Committee appointed to inquire whether the 
Salt lately brought into Hampton was imported agreeably 
to the terms of the Continental Association, and to con- 
sider and report a proper method for the distribution thereof. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Friday, December 29, 1775. 
The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Col. Howe, enclosing a Letter from Capt. Bellew, of His 
Majesty's Ship the Liverpool, desiring to be informed if he 
still persisted in his resolution to restrain His Majesty's 
Ships from supplies of Provision, with his answer thereto; 
which being read, were referred to the Committee on the 
state of the Colony. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into the said Committee ; and after 
some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Cary reported, that the Committee had, accord- 
ing to order, had under their consideration the state of the 
Colony, and had come to the following Resolution ; which 
he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the 
Clerk's table, where the same was again twice read, and 
agreed to : 

Resolved, That Col. Howe be informed, in answer to 
his Letter of the 25th, that this Convention are fully sen- 
sible of the_.haLdsh.ips many innocent persons on board His 
Majesty's Ships may be exposed to, for want of regular 
supplies of fresh Provisions, which we would not wish 
to withhold, unless compelled by the duty we owe to the 
country, loudly calling upon us to use every exertion for 
the defence of its inhabitants. That Capt. Bellew, who 
probably is a stranger to us and our situation, should be 
informed that this country hath ever, till of late, consi- 
dered the officers, and. men of His Majesty's Navy as their 
friends, and have always had great pleasure in showing 
them every mark of hospitality and civility ; but many very 
recent and unwarrantable. instances of the hostile behaviour 
of some of the Navy towards our inhabitants, justify us in 
suspicions we would not otherwise entertain. Who are the 
innocent an(L helpless whose blood Capt. Bellew would 
not wish to shed, we cannot, from his expressions, deter- 
mine ; but they carry with them the strongest implication, 
that the effusion of ihetlood of some of our countrymen is the 
object of his voyage to this country. That the Convention 
have the warjpjest wishes i. to find themselves mistaken in 
these apprehensions ; and if Capt. Bellew can condescend 
to satisfy them, or Col. Howe, that he is come to Virginia 
on a friendly errand, this Convention will take every op- 
portunity of naying proper respect to a gentleman in his 



station, and use every means in their power to make his 
stay here as agreeable as possible; but that, if, on the con- 
trary, Capt. Bellew's design is to further the views of 
our enemies, and assist in prosecuting those unjustifiable 
and cruel measures already set on foot in this country, he 
must excuse the inhabitants of Virginia if they totally de- 
cline contributing towards their own destruction. 

Mr. Cary, from the Committee appointed, reported, 
that the Committee appointed for that purpose had pro- 
portioned the Salt taken by the cruisers at Hampton in 
pay of this Colony, amounting to 3,600 bushels, which ne- 
cessary of life the inhabitants of sundry Counties are in 
great want of, occasioned by the many illegal seizures of 
vessels, laden with that article, by His Majesty's Ships of 
War, and sundry Piratical Vessels fitted out by Lord Dun- 
more. 

Resolved, therefore, That 599 bushels of the said Salt 
be, with all convenient speed, sent up James River to 
Richmond, to the care of the Committee of the County of 
Henrico, for the use of the following Counties, to wit: 

For the County of Augusta, - - - 214 bushels. 

For the County of Henrico, - - - 82 bushels. 

For the County of Goochland, - - 63 bushels. 

For the County of Albemarle, - - 144 bushels. 

For the County of Amherst, - - - 96 bushels. 



599 



And that 1,260 bushels of the said Salt be sent, as afore- 
said, to the care of the Committee of the County of Ches- 
terfield, to be landed at Manchester, for the use of the fol- 
lowing Counties, to wit : 

For the County of Chesterfield, - - 140 bushels. 

For the County of Cumberland, - - 133 bushels. 

For the County of Prince Edward, - 81 bushels. 

For the County of Pittsylvania, - - 162 bushels. 

For the County of Bedford, ... 162 bushels. 

For the County of Fincastle, - ~ 214 bushels. 

For the County of Botetourt,- - - 297 bushels 

For the County of Buckingham, - - 71 bushels. 

1,260 

And that 985 bushels of the said Salt be sent, as afore- 
said, to Petersburgh, and Jordan's, on Appomattox River, 
for the use of the following Counties, and to be left to the 
care of the Committees of the Counties of Prince George 
and Dinwiddie : 

For the County of Amelia, ... 162 bushels. 

For the County of Mecklenburgh , - 122 bushels. 

For the County of Lunenburgh, - - 63 bushels. 

For the County of Charlotte, - - - 114 bushels. 

For the County of Halifax, - - - 128 bushels. 

For the County of Prince George, - 81 bushels. 

For the County of Brunswick, - - 193 bushels. 

For the County of Dinwiddie, - - 122 bushels. 
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And that 387 bushels of the said Salt be sent, as afore- 
said, to Cumberland Town, and Neivcastle, up York River, 
to the care of the Committees of the Counties of Hanover 
and New-Kent respectively, for the use of the following 
Counties, to wit : 

For the County of Hanover, - - - 162 bushels. 

For the County of New-Kent, - - 81 bushels. 

For the County of Louisa, - - - 56 bushels. 

For the County of King William, - 88 bushels. 

387 

And that 272 bushels of the said Salt be landed at 
Hampton, under the care of the Committee for the County 
of Elizabeth City, for the use of the following Counties, 
to wit: 

For the County of Gloucester, - - 128 bushels. 

For the County of Elizabeth City, - 31 bushels. 

For the County of York, - - - - 63 bushels. 

For the County of Warwick, - - - 14 bushels. 

For the County of James City, - - 36 bushels. 

272 

And that 63 bushels of the said Salt be sent up James 
River, and landed at Berkeley, for the use of the County 
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of Charles City, to be under the care of the Committee of 
said County. 

Resolved, That the Committees of the several Counties 
above named do, with the utmost despatch, cause the said 
Salt as above allotted to them, to be divided among such 
of the inhabitants of their several Counties as shall appear 
to them to be in the greatest need of that article; the per- 
sons receiving the same paying to the Chairman, or such 
person as shall be deputed by the several Committees, the 
sum of 5s. per bushel for such Salt, and also the expenses 
which shall accrue in transporting the same ; which several 
sums of money are hereby ordered to be transmitted, by 
the Chairman of the several Committees, to the Treasurer 
of this Colony, within three months from this time. And 
if, on further inquiry, it appears that the Salt taken as above 
bethe property of persons not inimical to this Colony, the 
Treasurer shall repay to the owners thereof after the rate 
of 4s. per bushel. 

Resolved, That this Convention doth agree with the 
Committee in the said Report, and that the Committee for 
the County of Elizabeth City do cause the same to be de- 
livered according to the several proportions therein men- 
tioned. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for continuing 
and amending an Ordinance appointing a Committee of 
Safety, and for appointing Sheriffs ; — being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance 
for raising an additional number of Forces for the defence 
and protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordi- 
nance, entitled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a 
sufficient Force for the defence and protection of this Co- 
lony; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the said Ordinance, and had made a further progress 
therein, but not having time to go through the same, had 
directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolve itself into the said Committee. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into a Committee to take into their further 
consideration the state of the Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Saturday, December 30, 1775. 

Resolved, That Mr. Banister, Mr. Cary, Mr. Andrew 
Lewis, Mr. William Cabell, Mr. Carrington, Mr. Thomas 
Lewis, and Mr. Syme, be a Committee to inquire into the 
Security offered by John_Bowyer, gentleman, agreeably 
to the Resolution of Tuesday last, and report their opinion 
thereupon to the Convention. 

Ordered, That it be an instruction to the Committee of 
Safety that they allow William Johnson, Adjutant to the 
Minute-men of the Prince William Battalion, three shil- 
lings per day for his extraordinary services. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for 
appointing Sheriffs; and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, 
that the Committee had, according to order, had the said 
Ordinance under their consideration, had gone through the 
same, and made several amendments thereto ; which he 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's 
table, where the same were again twice read, and agreed 
to by the Convention. 

Ordered, That the said Ordinance, together with the 
several amendments, be fairly transcribed, and read the 
third time. 

Ordered, That the Committee on the state of the Co- 
lony be discharged from proceeding on the Petition of 
Archibald Govan, and that the same be referred to Mr. 
Banister, Mr. Dandi-idge, Mr. King, Mr. Westwood, Mr. 
Digges, Mr. Nelson, and Mr, Langhorne ; and they are 
to report the same, together with their opinion thereupon, 
to the Convention. 



The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance 
for raising an additional number of Forces for the defence 
and protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordi- 
nance, intituled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a 
sufficient Force for the defence and protection of this Co- 
lolony ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the said Ordinance, and had made a further progress 
therein, but not having time to go through the same, had 
directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will on Monday next 
again resolve itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for continuing 
and amending an Ordinance for appointing a Committee of 
Safety ; for establishing a General Test ; and to amend an 
Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance for regulating the elec- 
tion of Delegates and ascertaining their allowances, and 
also for regulating the election of Committee-men in the 
several Counties and Corporations within this Colony, and 
for other purposes therein mentioned ; — being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till Monday next. 

Mr. Richard Lee, from the Commissioners appointed to 
settle the Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out into 
actual service, laid before the Convention several claims, 
which were directed to be specially reported. 

Ordered, That the said Claims be referred to the Com- 
mittee to whom the Petition of Alexander Ross was re- 
ferred ; and they are to report the same, together with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 



Monday, January 1, 1776. 
John Augustine Washington, Esq., having resigned the 
office of Sheriff for the County of Westmoreland, and be- 
ing re-elected a Delegate for the said County, was admitted 
to his seat in Convention. 

Resolved, That the Thanks of this Con vention be pre- 
sented to the Reverend Mr. Griffiths, for his truly pa- 
triotic and most excellent Sermon preached yesterday, and 
that he be requested to permit the same lo be printed at 
the publick expense. 

Ordered, That Mr. Travis have leave to be absent 
from the service of this Convention for the remainder of 
the session. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance 
for raising an additional number of Forces for the defence 
and protection of this Colony, ami for amending an Ordi- 
nance, intituled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a 
sufficient Force for the defence and protection of this 
Colony ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the said Ordinance, and had made a further progress 
therein, but not having time to go through the same, had 
directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolve itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinances for continuing 
and amending an Ordinance appointing a Committee of 
Safety ; for establishing a General Test ; to amend an Or- 
dinance, intituled An Ordinance for regulating the election 
of Delegates and ascertaining their allowances, and also 
for regulating the election of Committee-men in the several 
Counties and Corporations within tins Colony, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned ; for establishing a mode 
of making Tobacco Payments during the discontinuance of 
the Inspection Law ; — being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till Wednesday next. 

The President laid before the ..Convention a Letter from 
Col. Howe, and also a Letter from Col. Woodford; which, 
were read, and ordered to lie on the table. . . . s 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half afterjen o'clock. 
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- .is '.,■■' -•" * » --M ',! •■ •if' -s'i- •; Tuesday, January 2, 1776. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Col. Howe, and also a Letter from Col. Woodford, in- 
forming the Convention they had received Petitions from 
several of the persons who had joined Lord Dunmore, and 
were 6'n board the Vessels in the harbour at Norfolk, de- 
siring they might have leave to return, as their wives and 
children were greatly distressed. That they had given for 
answer, the women and children were at liberty to come 
on shore, and should receive assistance and protection, but 
not to be at liberty to return or give intelligence to our ene- 
mies ; that the men should have no other violence offered 
them than to remain prisoners till they could be fairly and 
impartially tried by their country for taking arms against 
it. Which being read, 

Resolved, ^hat this Convention will immediately resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Letter. 

The Convention accordingly resolved itself into the said 
Committee, and after some time spent therein, Mr. Presi- 
dent resumed jhe chair, and Mr. Mercer reported, that the 
Committee /had, according to order, had under their con- 
sideration the "Letter from Col, Howe and Col. Woodford, 
and had come ...to .the following Resolution thereupon ; which 
he read in. hl.s place, and afterwards delivered in at the 
Clerk's table, where the same was again twice read, and 
agreed to by the Convention : 

Resolved, That this Convention do highly approve of 
the offer made by Colonel Howe and his Officers to the 
distressed women and children now on board the vessels 
in the harbour at Norfolk, and the terms offered to those 
who have taken up arms against this country ; and that 
Col. Howe be requested to repeat the same, in the name 
of the Delegates and Representatives of this Colony. 

Ordered, That the Members for Berkeley be added to 
the Committee to whom the Ordinance for providing Arms 
and Ammunition for the use of this Colony was com- 
mitted. 

A Memorial from Sampson Matthews, in behalf of him- 
self and George Matthews, was presented to the Conven- 
tion, and read ; setting forth, that they are apprehensive of 
being laid under great difficulties and disadvantages in con- 
sequence of the appointment of John Boxvyer, gentleman, 
to receive for and pay to the several claimants in the South- 
ern District whatever may be due them on the account of 
the late expedition against the Indians, and praying that 
the Convention will again consider of the said appointment, 
and, if the same shall be found not to answer the purposes 
thereby intended, that it may be superseded. 

Ordered, That the said Memorial be referred to Mr. 
Banister, Mr, Cary, Mr, Andrew Lewis, Mr. William 
Cabell, Mr. Carrington, Mr. Thomas Lewis, and Mr. 
Syme; and they are to report the same, together with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

A Petition of Richard Hopper was presented to the 
Convention, and read; setting forth, that in consequence 
of a Letter from Christopher Scott and Company, dated 
HuU, May 27th, 1775, Gibson, Donaldson, and Hamilton, 
of Suffolk, Merchants, did purchase a cargo of Naval 
Stores on account and risk of the said Christopher Scott 
and Company, and had it ready provided, when the Ship 
Buckingham, of which he is Master, arrived in this Colo- 
ny, on the 28th of August last; that the said Ship was 
ready on the first of September to receive the cargo, great 
part of which was then afloat in crafts, and part on board 
the said Ship, when, by a violent storm, which happened 
on the 2d of September, the said Ship was driven on shore ; 
that, as he was prevented by the hand of Providence from 
sailing before the time limited by the Continental Associa- 
tion, and as other Vessels in the same situation were al- 
lowed to load after the 1 0th day of September, your Peti- 
tioner applied to the Committee of Nansemon d County, 
who were of opinion he might load ; that he has been at 
very considerable expense in refitting the said Vessel for 
sea, and that, as neither himself nor his owners have acted 
in the smallest degree unfriendly to America, he humbly 
prays that ne may be permitted to proceed on his voyage. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. 
Banister, Mr. Parker, Mr. Fitzhugh, Mr. Cary, and Mr. 
Watkins; and they are to report the same, together with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 



Ordered, That Mr. Henry Lee, and Mr. Adams, do 
wait on the Reverend Mr. Griffiths, with the Resolution 
of yesterday, and present him the Thanks of this Conven- 
tion agreeably thereto. 

A Petition of Robert Karr was presented to the Con- 
vention, and read ; setting forth, that he served as an En- 
sign in the Company commanded by Captain James Wood, 
in the late expedition against the Indians, and that he has 
only received the pay of a common soldier, and praying 
such further allowance as snail be thought reasonable. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. 
Ncavill, Mr. Henry Lee, and Mr. Clapham; and they are 
to report the same, together with their opinion thereupon, 
to the Convention. 

A Petition of John Mohan and James Ross was pre- 
sented to the Convention, and read ; setting forth, that they 
had been employed and served as Spies in the late expe- 
dition against the Indians, and praying that they may be 
allowed a satisfaction for the same.. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee to whom the Petition of Alexander Ross was re- 
ferred ; and they are to report the same, together with 
their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

Mr. Thomas Walker, from The Committee to whom the 
Petition of Joseph Simon and John Campbell was referred, 
reported, that the CommitteeJiad, according to order, had 
under their consideration the said Petition, and that it 
appeared to them that John Connolly, on the 8th day of 
June last, executed a bond to the Petitioners for the sum 
of 3911. lis. Od. Pennsylvania currency, the 1st of July, 
1776, and that the said Connolly, on the 2d day of Au- 
gust last, did assign unto the Petitioners his pay as a Cap- 
tain or Major in the service of this Colony, and for sundry 
articles furnished the soldiers during that time, and also to 
settle such accounts with the Commissioners, and receive 
what should be found due to him, and had come to the 
following Resolution thereupon; which he read in his 
place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, 
where the same was again twice read, and agreed to by 
the Convention : 

Resolved, That the said Petition is reasonable, and that 
the sum of 657/. 10s. Id. ought to be allowed and paid to 
the said Petitioners by the publick; and that there ap- 
pears to be due to the Petitioners on account of the pay 
of the said John Connolly, as an officer, and for other 
services, the sum of 286/. 13s, 9d., which ought to be allowed 
and paid to the said Petitioners, after deducting what may 
be due to the country from the said Connolly. 

The Reverend Mr. Thruston, from the Committee to 
whom the Petition of Edward Snickers was referred, re- 
ported, that they had, according to order, had the same 
under their consideration, and had come to the following 
Resolutions thereupon ; which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the 
same were again twice read, and agreed to by the Con- 
vention : ...''_ 

Resolved, That so much of the said Petition as prays 
a further allowance of two Shillings per day for thirty-five 
Wagons, thirteen hundred and seventy-one days, and his 
expenses as a Commissary, is reasonable, and that the sum 
of 158?. 19s. 9d. halfpenny ought to be allowed and paid 
to the Petitioner by the publick. 

Resolved, That so much. of the said Petition as prays 
an allowance for expenses in attending the Commissioners, 
and employing a Clerk, be rejected. 

The Reverend Mr. Thruston, from the Committee to 
whom the Petition of James Wood, was referred, reported, 
that they had, according to order, had the said Petition 
under their consideration, and had come to the following 
Resolution thereupon ; which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the 
same was again twice read, and agreed to by the Conven- 
tion : 

Resolved, That the said Petition is reasonable, and that 
the Petitioner ought to be allowed the sum of 287. lis. Od. 
by the publick. 

The Reverend Mr. Thruston, from the Committee to 
whom the Petition of sundry Inhabitants of the Counties 
of Frederick and West Augusta was referred, reported, 



105 



VIRGINIA CONVENTION, JANUARY, 1776. 



106 



that the Committee had, according to order, had the same 
under their consideration, and had come to the following 
Resolution thereupon ; which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the 
same was again twice read, and agreed to by the Conven- 
tion : 

Resolved, That the said Petition is reasonable. 

The Order of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for raising an 
additional number of Forces for the defence and protec- 
tion of this Colony, and for amending an Ordinance, enti- 
tled An Ordinance for, raising and embodying a sufficient 
Force for the defence and protection of this Colony; and 
for the Convention to resolve itself into a Committee on 
the state of the Colony; — being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

An Ordinance for appointing Sheriffs were read a third 
time. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass. 

Ordered, That Mr. Carter of Lancaster, Mr. John 
Walker, and Mr. Drew, be added to the Committee ap- 
pointed to inquire into the services of Mr. James Wood. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Wednesday, January 3, 1776. 

Walter Jones, Esq., having been re-elected a Delegate 
for the County of Richmond, in the room of Francis Light- 
foot Lee, Esq., took his seat in Convention, as a Delegate 
for jhe said County. 

A Petition of Mary Durley, of the County of Isle-of- 
Wight, was presented to the Convention, and read; set- 
ting forth, that, some time in the month of October last, 
in order to support herself and family, she employed a 
certain Joseph Wren to navigate a small Vessel belonging 
to her, which was employed in carrying oysters, shells, and 
other things, up James River; that, upon his return from 
up the said river, when opposite to Bunvell's Ferry, he 
was fired on by the Kingfisher man-of-war, and was 
obliged to go on board her; upon which, some Riflemen, 
part of our Troops stationed at Burwell's Ferry, seized 
the Vessel, which in the late bad weather was driven on 
shore, and rendered useless to your Petitioner ; and pray- 
ing that this Convention will make her some compensation 
for the loss of the said Vessel, upon which her subsistence 
chiefly depended. . . . 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. Par- 
Jeer, Mr. Norvell, Mr. Westwood, Mr, Langhorne, and Mr. 
Wills; and that they report the same, together with their 
opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

Mr. Holt, from the Committee to whom the Petitions of 
Archibald Campbell, John Willoughby, and Cary Mitchell, 
were referred, reported, that the Committee had accord- 
ingly had the same under their consideration, and that it 
appeared to them, from the Depositions of Lewis Hans- 
ford, Maximilian Calvert, and Cornelius Calvert, and the 
testimony of Matthew Phripp, that the said Archibald 
Campbell hath frequently denied the right of the British 
Parliament to tax America; that the said Archibald Camp- 
bell was against violent measures on either side, thinking 
a strict adherence to the commercial opposition would pro- 
duce a redress of grievances, and refused to join in solicit- 
ing Lord Dunmore down to Norfolk; that the said Camp- 
bell took the oath prescribed by him, but was determined 
to stand neuter; that the said Campbell had sent his family 
to Bermuda, and intended shortly to follow them ; and that 
he does not appear to haveassisted Lord Dunmore, either 
with money or provisions. 

That it appeared to them that the said John Willoughby 
had acted a very friendly part to his country until Lord 
JOunmorc had gained too great an ascendency about Nor- 
folk; fhatthe said Willoughby was Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of the County of Norfolk, and constantly attended 
their meetings; that, on the 17th of November, the said 
Willoughby was called upon to appear before Lord Dun- 
more, Bnd take his oath; that he expostulated with his 
Lordship, and desired time, until the next day, to consi- 
der of it; that, immediately after, Captain Leslie declared 
those who would not sign shouTd be taken into custody and 
deemed Rebels ; that the said Willoughby did then take the 



oath, but has never borne arms on the side of Lord Dun- 
more, or encouraged others to do so, but has generally be- 
haved as a friend to America ; that it further appears, that 
the said Willoughby, as County Lieutenant of Norfolk, 
wrote to the Captains of the Militia of that County to 
assemble their Companies, but that he was then under the 
immediate influence of Lord Dunmore, and his conduct 
proceeded from compulsion, and not inclination. 

That they had wrote to Colonel Woodford to send up 
from Norfolk, where the said Cary Mitchell lately resided, 
any testimony he might be able to procure, either for or 
against him, and had given a reasonable time for obtaining 
the same, and that no such proof had been received. 

And that the Committee had come to the following Re- 
solutions thereupon; which he read in his place, and after- 
wards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same 
were again twice read, and agreed to by the Convention: 

Resolved, That the conduct of the said Archibald Camp- 
bell does not appear to have been inimical to the rights and 
liberties of America. 

Resolved, That the said John Willoughby acted as a 
friend to American liberty before Lord Dunmore erected 
his standard, and whatever he afterwards did to the con- 
trary proceeded from compulsion, being himself, and family, 
in the power of Lord Dunmore. 

Resolved, That the said Cary Mitchell doth not appear 
to have acted unfriendly to American liberty, nor does it 
appear that the reports mentioned in the said Petition are 
true. 

Resolved, That the said Archibald Campbell, John 
Willoughby, and Cary Mitchell, be discharged on their 
parole not to give intelligence or assistance to the ene- 
mies of America. 

Mr. Cary, from the Committee to whom the report of 
the Commissioners appointed to examine, state, and set- 
tle the claims against the publick in the Southern District, 
on account of the late expedition against the Indians, was 
referred, reported, that they had accordingly examined the 
same, and come to the following Resolution thereupon ; 
which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the Clerk's table, where the same was again twice read, 
and ordered to lie on the table : 

Resolved, That the Accounts contained in the said 
Report are fairly and justly stated, and, together with the 
several allowances therein made, ought to be paid by the 
publick. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Colonels Howe and Woodford, which was read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That Mr. Joseph Jones, Mr. Fitzhugh, Mr. 
Thomas Walker, and Mr. John Walker, be added to the 
Committee to whom the Ordinance for amending an Or- 
dinance, entitled An Ordinance for providing Arms and 
Ammunition for the use of this Colony, is committed. 

A Memorial of Lieutenant-Colonel Christian, of the 
Second Regiment, in behalf of himself, and William Pres- 
ton and Arthur Campbell, Esqrs., was presented to the 
Convention, and read ; setting forth, that some time in the 
month of May, 1774, he was advised by Lord Dunmore 
to return home from the City of Willi amsburgh, and use 
his endeavours to prevent the inhabitants from leaving 
their settlements on the approach of the late Indian war ; 
that, in order to determine what had best be done, a coun- 
cil of officers was held on the 25th of June, when it was 
resolved that your Memorialist, who was then a Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel, should march with a body of the Militia to 
the frontiers of Clinch, which he immediately did, and con- 
tinued in actual service about three weeks, when it appear- 
ed an expedition against the Indian Towns, was resolved 
on ; and although he was not in the field again till the 12th 
of August, yet, during the intermediate time, he was chiefly 
employed in promoting the service, so as to neglect his 
own private affairs; that William Preston, Esq., by order 
of Lord Dunmore, immediately wrote to his Officers, di- 
recting them how to conduct themselves on that alarming 
occasion ; that, from that time to the last of October, he 
was chiefly employed in the service of the country, and 
was at considerable expense; that the said William Pres- 
ton, from the time of the expedition's being set on foot, 
was employed therein, and afterwards continued to exert 
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himself in promoting the expedition, and often did the 
duty of a contractor, as well as that of an officer; that 
Arthur Campbell, Esq., was the oldest Captain on Hol- 
tton's River and Clinch, which constitutes about one half 
of the County, and of course spent much of his time in 
the service, from the breaking out of the war until some 
time in the month of August; that, from his situation and 
usefulness as an Officer, he did all these matters with care 
and ability, until some time in November ; and your Me- 
morialist is conscious that his extraordinary exertions pro- 
duced the most beneficial effects to the country. And 
desiring, as well on behalf of the said William Preston and 
Arthur Campbell, as himself, that this Convention will 
take their services into consideration, and grant them such 
compensation as they shall be found to deserve. 
-'Ordered, That the consideration of the said Memorial 
be referred to the next Convention. 

""Mr. Banister, from the Committee to whom the Peti- 
tion of Archibald Govan, was referred, reported, that they 
had, according to order, had the same under their consi- 
deration, and had come to the following Resolutions there- 
upon ; which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered 
in at the Clerk's table, where the same were again twice 
read, and agreed to by the Convention : 

Resolved, That the said Petition, so far as it relates lo 
the cargo of his Vessel, is reasonable ; and that all the 
Wheat on board the said Vessel, which may be sound and 
merchantable, be taken on account of the country, at the 
price of four Shillings per bushel, being the original cost, 
and manufactured for the use of the Troops stationed at 
Hampton. 

Resolved, That the said Petitioner may dispose of his 
Vessel as he thinks proper. 

Ordered, That Mr. Holt, Mr. Dandridge, Mr. Pey- 
ton, and Mr. Langhorne, be added to the Committee to 
whom the Memorial of Sampson Matthews was referred. 

Mr. Banister, from the Committee to whom the Peti- 
tion of Richard Hopper was referred, reported, that they 
had, according to order, had the same under their consi- 
deration, and come to the following Resolution thereupon ; 
which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the Clerk's table, where the same was again twice read, 
and agreed to by the Convention. 

Resolved, That the allegations of the said Petition are 
true, and it is reasonable that the Vessel therein mentioned 
be permitted to proceed on her voyage, in ballast, and with 
passengers, but not with her cargo of Naval Stores. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance 
for raising an additional number of Forces for the defence 
and protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordi- 
nance, entitled An Ordinance for raising and embodying 
a. sufficient Force for the defence and protection of this 
Colony ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. Presi- 
dent resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the 
Committee had, according to order, had under their consi- 
deratioa lhe_ = said Ordinance, and had made a further pro- 
gress therein, but not having time to go through the same, 
had directec} him to move for leave to sit again. 

, Resolved } That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee, to take into their further consi- 
deration the said Ordinance, 

Mr. Blackburn, from the Committee to whom the Pe- 
tition of Stephen Pierce was referred, reported, that it 
appeared to the said Committee, that the Sloop whereof 
the Petitioner was master, cleared out at the Port of North 
Potomac, in the Province of Maryland, for Antigua, on 
the 25th day of September last, with three hundred barrels 
of Flour, two hundred bushels of Corn, and some live 
stock; that she arrived at Antigua, the 16th of November 
fojlpwing, and on the 28th, cleared out from Turk's Island 
with eight hundred bushels of Salt, for the County of St. 
Mary's, in Maryland; that, by means of the late storm, 
she was driven into Hampton, and taken by Captain Bar- 
ron; that the said Stephen Pierce alledges, in his justifi- 
cation for^exporting the Flour and other articles after the 
10th of ^September, that the gust on the 6th of that month 
retarded bis„sai]ing, and he was permitted to sail at the 
£arne time he did ; but no evidence of those facts appears 
to your Committee, nor can any be procured at this time. 



And that they had come to the following Resolution there- 
upon; which he read in his place, and then delivered in at 
the Clerk's table, where the same was again twice read, 
and agreed to : 

Resolved, That there is probable cause to suspect that 
the said Stephen Pierce hath, in the first instance, been 
guilty of a breach of the Continental Association ; but, as 
our friends in Maryland may be in want of the Salt, it is 
the opinion of this Committee that the said Vessel be per- 
mitted to proceed on her voyage, and that the Committee 
of the said County of St. Mary's ought to be informed of 
that transaction, that they may take such measures as to 
them may appear necessary. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinance for continuing; and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Committee of Safety ; for establishing a Gen- 
eral Test ; to amend an Ordinance, intituled An Ordi- 
nance for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascer- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committee-men in the several Counties and Corpora- 
tions within this Colony, and for oilier purposes therein 
mentioned ; and for establishing a mode of making Tobacco 
Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law ; — being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Mr. Holt, from the Committee to whom the Petition of 
Edward Hack Moseley and Edward Hack Moseley, J un., 
was referred, reported, that it appeared to the Committee, 
from the testimony of Lemuel Newton, Matthew Phripp, 
Alexander Mosely, and John Ramsay, that the said Mosely 
took the oath prescribed by Lord Dunmore ; that Jacob 
Elligood came to their house with the parchment and 
oath, which they there took and subscribed ; and that they 
did not repair to the standard erected by Lord Dunmore, 
nor in any respect aid or assist him with money or provi- 
sions, and that they in general endeavoured to keep out 
of the way of Lord Dunmore and his adherents. And 
that they had come to the foliowing Resolution thereupon ; 
which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the Clerk's table, where the same was again twice read, 
and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the said Edward Hack Moseley and 
Edward Hack Moseley, Jun., did not appear inimical to 
American liberty before Lord Dunmore had erected his 
standard"; and that whatever they did afterwards proceed- 
ed from their great fear of Lord Dunmore, and his adherents. 

Resolved, That the said Edward Hack Moseley and 
Edward Hack Moseley, Jun., be discharged on their pa- 
role not to give intelligence or assistance to the enemies 
of America. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Thursday, Tanuary J, T776. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to inquire into 
the security offered by John Bowyer, gentleman, be dis- 
charged from proceeding therein. ..„.._ 

Mr. Holt, from the Committee to whom the Petition of 
Matthew Phripp was referred, reported, that it appeared 
from the testimony of Daniel Hutchings, that the said 
Phripp was extremely active in encouraging the people of 
Norfolk to make themselves acquainted with military dis- 
cipline, and to prepare for defending their country ; that 
the said Phripp was chosen Colonel of that Borough, 
and was twice elected Chairman of the Committee ; that 
the said Phripp took up arms against Lord Dunmore, on 
his taking the type from the printer in Norfolk, but that, 
on the people refusing to join him, he declined to act any 
longer as their Colonel ; that it appeared, from the depo- 
sitions of Paul Loyal and Christopher Calvert, that the said 
Matthew Phripp, during Lord Dunmore's stay in and about 
Norfolk, demeaned himself as a friend to his country ; and 
it does not appear that the said Phripp hath assisted Lord 
Dunmore, with either money, provisions, or vessels, or ad— 
vised or persuaded any person to join him or take his oath ; 
that it appears to them that the said Phripp, being deserted 
by the people in that part of the country, in danger of be- 
ing delivered up to, and having much of his property in, 
the power of Lord Dunmore, was compelled, by his situa- 
tion, to take the oath prescribed by his Lordship ; and that 
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it appeared to (hem that the said Phripp' s visit to Norfolk 
proceeded from the pressing invitation of his aged and 
infirm father. And that they had come to the following 
Resolution thereupon ; which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same 
was again twice read, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the said Matthew Phripp hath uniform- 
ly shown himself the firm and steady friend of American 
liberty, until his unfortunate visit to Norfolk, in conse- 
quence of the invitation of his aged parent, at which time, 
falling into the power of Lord Dunmore, he had only the 
alternative of submitting or exposing his life and fortune to 
his Lordship's resentment ; that, in his extremity, he yielded 
and took the oath ; but, as the said Matthew Phripp soon 
after manifested his willingness to support the common 
cause, we think, upon the whole, he ought to be restored 
to the confidence of his countrymen. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for rais- 
ing an additional number of Forces for the defence and 
protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordinance, 
intituled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a suffi- 
cient Force for the defence and protection of this Colony ; 
and after some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Committee had, 
according to order, had under their consideration the said 
Ordinance, and had made a further progress therein, but 
not having time to go through the same, had directed him 
to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
reSolve_itseIfinto_ a Committee to take into their further 
consideration the sj id Ordinance. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Commltteelpn the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinances for continuing and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Committee of Safety ; for establishing a Gen- 
eral Test ; to amend an Ordinance, entitled An Ordinance 
for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascertaining 
their allowances, and also for regulating the election of 
Committee-men in the several Counties and Corporations 
within jbjs Colony, and for other purposes therein mention- 
ed ; and for establishing a mode of making Tobacco Pay- 
ments during the discontinuance of the Inspection Law ; — 
being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Ordered, That Mr. Holt have leave to be absent from the 
service of this Convention for the remainder of the session. 

Mr. Thomas Walker laid before the Convention an Ac- 
count of the money expended at the late Treaty with the 
Indians, by the Commissioners appointed for that purpose ; 
which was ordered to lie pn the table, for the perusal of the 
members. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

»pr:; « 

Friday, January 5, 1776. 

Mr. Cary, from the Committee to whom it was referred 
to inquire whether the Salt, and other goods, lately taken 
on board several vessels at Hampton, were imported agree- 
ably to the terms of the Continental Association, and whe- 
ther the same were the property of friends to America, or 
of those who have been in arms, or have taken an active 
part against this Colony, reported, that the Committee had, 
according to order, had the same under their consideration, 
and that it appeared to them that Capt. Wilson, of the 
Sloop Agatha, sailed from this Colony, some time in the 
month of August last, for the Granadas, where he took on 
board 30 hhds. of Rum, the property of Isaac Wilson, of 
the Town_ o( Portsmouth, two the property of the Captain 
himself, and two the property of Cornelius Calvert, jun., 
who was Supercargo of the said Vessel, which appears to 
be the property of John Shedden, of Norfolk, Robert 
Shedden, of Portsmouth, and John Syme, of Smithfield ; 
that it further appears: that the said Robert Shedden had 
givenorders to his agents in Glasgow to ship large quanti- 
ties of Goods from thence, in direct violation of the Asso- 
ciation, which he_had_ agreed to and subscribed, and had 
thereby discovered an earnest intention of injuring, as much 
as possible, the cause: of America ; and that it appeared 
that the sum of 53A lis. 4(7. js now due to the mariners of 
the said Vessel. That the Sloop Swallow, of which George 



Burwell is Master, cleared out in ballast, from Hampton, 
about the 1st of September last, to the Island of Tortuga, 
where she arrived, and took in great part of her load of 
Salt, and then sailed for Turk's Island, and took in 300 
bushels more, and arrived in this Colony with the same ; 
that 2,155 bushels thereof appeared to be the property of 
Hector M'Allister, of Norfolk, and the residue to belong 
to the Captain and his Mates ; that the said Vessel, except 
about sixty Pounds in her value, belonged to the said George 
Burwell. That the Sloop Molly, whereof Samuel Servant 
is Master, cleared out at Hampton, with a cargo of Grain, 
and other commodities, on the 10th of September last, and 
sailed about the twentieth of the same month for Antigua, 
and that the whole of her Cargo was on board when she 
cleared out ; that she arrived at Nevis, and then sailed for 
Turk's Island, and took on board 1,232 bushels of Salt; 
that the said Sloop, together with the Cargo, except fifty 
bushels of Salt taken on board for the Captain's use, be- 
longed to William Turner, Archibald Brown, and James 
Woddrop, of Norfolk ; and that it appeared, from the tes- 
timony of Dr. Archibald Campbell, that the said James 
Woddrop had been very active under Lord Dunmore, since 
the commencement of the present disputes, and had re- 
ceived a commission as an officer of the Militia from him, 
and was one of the party at the Great Bridge, and princi- 
pally engaged in carrying of the cannon during the action. 
That the Brig Cot-let, whereof John Harris \s_ Master, 
sailed from Hampton, some time inthe [month of June last, 
for Scotland, and from thence, in September, for this Colony, 
in ballast ; that she has on board three pieces of Irish ..Linen, 
two pieces of Diaper, and six Macaroni Waistcoats, which 
were for his own use; one piece of O snaburgs, two pieces 
of Irish Linen, three parcels of Pins, a parcel of Needles, 
and one piece of Green Plaids, sent by one Maclean, of 
Scotland, to his wife, at Norfolk ; and two pieces of Irish 
Linen, one dozen and ten pair men's Thread Stockings, 
the property of Andrew Sprowle, of Norfolk. And that 
they had come to several Resolutions thereupon ; which he 
read in his place, and afterwards deliveredln at the Clerk's 
table, where the same were again twice read, as follows : 

Resolved, That the Rnm in the"SToop Agatha was not 
imported contrary to the Continental Association, but that 
11 hhds. thereof, together with - the said Sloop, being the 
property of Messrs. Robert and John Shedden, and John 
Syme, from the inimical conduct of the said Robert, are 
become justly forfeited to this Colony, and ought to be 
considered as lawful prize ; but as the conduct of tbe_ sai3 
John Shedden and John Syme, two of the owners thereof, 
cannot be inquired into, they refer the further examination 
to the Committee of Safety. 

Resolved, That the remainder of the said Cargo be de- 
livered to the several Proprietors thereof. 

Resolved, That the said Vessel, and 11 hhds. of Rum, 
be sold at publick auction ; and that the sum of 53/. 11*. 
Ad., due to the Mariners of the said Vessel, for their wages, 
be paid to them, and the residue be disposed of as the 
Convention shall direct. 

Resolved, That the Salt in the Sloop Swallow doth not 
appear to have been imported contrary to the terms of the 
Continental Association ; but that the conduct of Hector 
M'Allister, owner of the said Vessel and Cargo, ought to 
be inquired into by the Committee of Safety. 

Resolved, That the Goods imported in the Brig Corltt 
be forfeited to this Colony, and sold at publick auction. 

Ordered, That the said Report do lie upon the table. 

Ordered, That the Cargo of the Sloop Agatha afore- 
said, except 11 hhds. of Rum, belonging to Robert and 
John Shedden, and John Syme, be delivered to the several 
proprietors thereof. 

Mr. Bland, from the Committee appointed to inquire 
into the services of Mr. James~ Wood, who was sent by the 
House of Burgesses to invite the several tribes of Indians 
on the Western Frontiers of ibis Colony to a Treaty, ac- 
cording to a Resolution of the Councjl and House of Bur- 
gesses in June last, reported, that the Committee had, ac- 
cording to order, had the same under their consideration, 
and that it appeared to them that the sa.]d James Wood set 
out on the 25th of June last, in the execution of his com- 
mission ; that, in his progress "through the several tribes of 
Indians, he was informed that.Governour Carleton's emis- 
saries had exerted their endeavours to persfjade them to 
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take up the hatchet against this Colony ; that, in conse- 
quence~thereof, many of the said Indians entertained very 
iostile intentions ; that the said Wood was frequently in 
danger of his life, particularly from one of those hostile 
tribes who had formed a scheme for killing him, but that 
JlS jdiscovered Uieir. design, and made his escape ; that, at 
last, by exerting all his abilities, he happily removed their 
prejudices, and engaged them, with the other tribes, to at- 
*tend the sai d Treaty, which engagement they accordingly 
performed, whereby peace and safety was restored to this 
.Colony ; that the said Wood was near two months employ- 
ed in the progress of this business, and underwent the 
greatest fatigues, difficulties, and dangers. And that they 
Jad.corne .to .the following Resolution thereupon ; which he 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's 
table, where the same was again twice read, and agreed to : 
> Resolved, That the said James Wood ought to be paid 
y the publick the sum of two hundred and fifty Pounds, 
for the_great service he hath done to this Colony, by his 
diligent and faithful execution of the Commission with 

which he w as in trusted . 

:«i The President Iafd before the Convention a Letter from 
the CsmBjitiee forjhe Cpmity of Northampton ; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

i^Mr. Henry Lee, from the Committee appointed, in- 
formed, the Convention, that they had waited on the Rev. 
Mr. Griffiths, and presented to him the Thanks of this 
Convention for his excellent Sermon, and requested he 
would permit the same to be printed at the publick ex- 
■pTSse^lrrfd that Tie returned for answer, that he entertained 
the most grateful sense of the publick mark of approba- 
tion shown his Sermon by this Convention, and would 
cheerfully comply with their request. 

™ A Pe tition of sund ry Freeholders, of the County of Caro- 
line, was presented to the Convention and read, setting 
fort h th^ th ^formeY CommTtteeTor the said County omitted 
to appoint persons to superintend the election of a Com- 
.mittgg. in, J^g jjjin li of NpjBembgr last, to determine the 
Tight oTiny person Jo vote who offered a list for that pur- 
'pofej'aTicF who mTght Have prevented many lists being re- 
lllyed Jrom persons whom your Petitioners suspect had no 
Tigh t to _vote ; jind that the lists were immediately de- 
Ipoyed, wTiicb put it out of the power of your Petitioners 
To exami ng them £_and praying that the said election may 
be set aside, and a new one directed, agreeably to the Or- 
dinance of the last Convention. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. 
Digges, Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Bland, Mr. Cary, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Braxton^ Mr. Fiizhugh, Mr. Carter of Lancaster, 
Mr. Cqrrington, Mr. Bassett, Mr. Dandridge, Mr. Holt, 
Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. Richard, Lee, Mr. Mercer, Mr, Fle- 
ming, Mr. Page, and Mr. M'DoweU, and they are to re- 
port the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the Con- 
tention^ 

— The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance 
lor raisin g an additional number of Forces for the defence 
JSaprotection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordi- 
m^^TnfftuTed An Ordinance for raising and_ embodying a 
sufficientTorce for the defence and protection of this Co- 
lony ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resti mecTtne" cTi air, and TVlr. Cary repotted, that the Com- 
mittee had , according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the said Ordinanc e, and had made a further progress 
therein, but not h aving time to go through the same, had 
UTrected him to move for leave to sit again. 
"^R esolved, Thjitthis_ Convention will to-morrow again 
fesoTve itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
jtselfjnto a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinances for continuing and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Committee of Safety ; For establishing a Gene- 
ral Test ; to amend an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance 
for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascertaining 
their allowances, and also for regulating the ..election of 
Committee-men, in the several Counties and Corporations 
within this Colony, and for other purposes therein men- 
tioned; and for establishing a mode of making Tobacco 
Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection Law ; 
-*-being read, 



Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Mr. Parker laid before the Convention the Proceedings 
of the Committee of the County of Isle-of- Wight, rela- 
tive to the conduct of John Goodrich; which were read, 
and ordered to be referred to the Committee appointed to 
inquire into the conduct of the said John Goodrich, con- 
cerning the importation of Gunpowder and other articles, 
for the use of this Colony. 

The President laid before the Convention the Proceed- 
ings of the Court of Inquiry held on the Prisoners taken 
at Norfolk, and in the neighbourhood thereof; which wet? 
read, and ordered to be referred to Mr, Cary, Mr. Mercer, 
Mr. Holt, Mr. Digges, Mr. Nelson, Wr. Langhorne, Mr. 
Harwood, Mr. King, Mr. Westwood, Mr. Murdaugh, Mr. 
Meade, Mr. Robert Wormley Carter, Mr. Richard Ran- 
dolph, Mr. Watkins, Mr. Thomas M. Randolph, Mr. Par- 
ker, and Mr. Mason, and they are to report the same, to- 
gether with their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Satu rday , January 6, 1 7 76. 
Mr. Adams, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of Alexander Ross and William Tompson was referred, 
reported, that they had, according to order, had the same 
under their consideration, and that it appeared to them 
that, in the year 1760, His Majesty had a garrisoned fort 
erected at the place called Fort Pitt, which was kept up 
until the year 1772, after which a Corporal and a few men 
only were continued in the said fort ; that the Petitioners 
produced to them a bill of sale from Major Charles Ed- 
monstone, commander of the said fort^to them, bearin g 
date the 10th day of October, 1 772, reciting that the said 
Edmonstone, for and in consideration of the^ sum of fifty 
Pounds, New-York currency, to him in hand paid by the 
said Alexander Ross and William Tompson, did bargain 
and sell, in behalf of the Cr own, unt o the s aid Alexa nder 
Ross and William Tompson, all the pickets, bricks, stones, 
timber, and iron, which are now in the Jjuildings or walls 
of the said fort, and in the^redoubts^to be demolished b y 
order of his Excellency General [Gage, Commander-in- 
Chief of His Majesty's Forces in North- America; and 
that. i$ also appeared, from the testimony "of 'John Camp- 
bell, that he, with many others, signed a Remonstrance, 
and sent it to General Gage, whereby they complained of 
a private sale made of the ruins of the fort, by the said 
Charles Edmonstone, to the Petitione rs, and r equested that 
they might be publickly "sold ^ that they received for 
answer from General Gage, that although the said Charles 
Edmonstone had proceeded^ irregularly, yet, as a sale was 
made, he could not set it aside; that it further appeared, 
from the deposition of Horsey Penticost, that he saw "a 
letter from Gen. Gage, dated in the winter of 1772, which 
seemed to be an answer to a remonstrance of the inhabi- 
tants of Fort Pitt, desiring to purchase the ruins of the 
fort, wherein he informs them that he had received a re- 
turn from Major Edmonstone of the sale thereof, which 
was good and by his orders; that there were a corporal 
and three men left at Fort Pitt, who, he was informed by 
Edward Hand, surgeon of the said Regiment, were left to 
take care of the boats, batfeaus, &tc; that it also appeared 
the further sum of fifty Pounds was given as a present, by 
the Petitioners, to the said Charles Edmonstone, and tire 
sum of twenty-five Pounds to one Bredau, an ensign to 
the said Regiment, and a witness to the bill of sale ; and 
that the said Edward Hand, another witness to the bill of 
sale, had empowered him Jo receive from tjie said Alex 
ander Ross one-third of the sales of the ruins of the fort, 
by virtue of a contract subsisting between the said Ed- 
ward Hand and the Petitioners ; that it further appeared 
that the Petitioners, smce~the purchase aforesaid, have 
sold some of the ruins .of the. said fort, and were in pos- 
session of others in the year 1774, when John Connolly, 
by order of Lord Dunmore, took possession thereof, and 
had the same appraised and valued by John Gibson and 
Thomas [Sm oilman, sworn for that purpose, which valua- 
tion "amounted to 10827. TsT SdT, current mone} T of ^Vir- 
ginia', that the said Alexander Ross had buil t, without 
the said fort, several housevand en c lose d_ a garden with 
pickets and a bricic wall, and was possessed" of two re- 
doubts and eight slacks oTchlmnTes, as Tn¥ private pro- 
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perty, some of which were made use of, and others 
destroyed, by the said John Connolly, having been pre- 
viously valued by the said Gibson and Smallman, on oath, 
to the sum of 314£. Is. 9d., Virginia currency. And that 
they had come to the following Resolutions thereupon ; 
which he read in bis place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the Clerk's table, where the same were again twice read 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That so much of the Petition as relates to 
the claim of the said Alexander Ross and William Tomp- 
son be rejected. 

Resolved, That such other part of the Petition as relates 
to the said Alexander Ross is reasonable, and that the sum 
of 107Z. Is. 9d. ought to be allowed and paid to the said 
Ross, by the publick, deducting 55/. 10*., which appears 
at present to be due to the country from the said Ross, for 
Provisions furnished by John Connolly to four men of the 
Eighteenth Regiment of Royal Irish, remaining in Fort 
Pitt, to which the said Ross was Commissary. 

Mr. Mercer, from the persons to whom the Ordinance 
for amending an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance for 
providing Arms and Ammunition for the use of this Colo- 
ny was committed, reported, that the Committee had, ac- 
cording to order, had the same under their consideration, 
and had directed him to report the same without any 
amendments. 

Ordered, That the said Ordinance be fairly transcribed 
and read a third time. 

Ordered, That Colonel Woodford, of the Second Re- 
giment, have leave of absence from the service, for such 
time as shall be agreed on between Colonel Howe and 
himself. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance 
for raising an additional number of Forces for the defence 
and protection of this Colony, and for amending an Ordi- 
nance, entitled An Ordinance for raising and embodying a 
sufficient Force for the defence and protection of this Colo- 
ny ; and after some lime spent therein, Mr. President re- 
sumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the said Ordinance, had gone through the same, and 
made several amendments thereto, which he was ready to 
report when the Convention should be pleased to receive 
the same. 

Ordered, That the said Report be received on Tuesday 
next. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinances for continuing and amending an Ordi- 
nance appointing a Committee of Safety; for establishing 
a General Test ; to amend an Ordinance, intituled An Or- 
dinance for regulating the election of Delegates and ascer- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committee-men in the several Counties and Corpora- 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned ; and for establishing a mode of making Tobacco 
Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law ; — being Tead, 

Ordered, That the same be put off till Tuesday next. 

Adjourned till Monday, half after ten o'clock. 

Monday, January 8, 1776. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
the Committee of Correspondence for the County of Din- 
widdle, informing the Convention that Thomas Irving, an 
inhabitant of the Town ojf Petersburgh, was a Deputy 
Postmaster in the said Town, and was then an agent for 
Neil Jamieson, who had appeared to be inimical to this 
country ; that they wish not to appear officious, or to act 
without proper authority, but are of opinion it is improper 
that the said Irving should continue Postmaster, by which 
means he may have an opportunity of opening letters, and 
conveying intelligence of the most dangerous nature; and 
desiring the Convention would be pleased to give such di- 
rections as they shall think proper. 

Ordered, That the said Letter do lie on the table. 

An Ordinance for amending an Ordinance, intituled An 
Ordinance for providing Arms and Ammunition for the use 
Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 8 



of this Colony, which had been fairly transcribed, was read 
a third time. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer do advance any sum, not 
exceeding 1,000?., for the immediate relief of the poor dis- 
tressed Inhabitants of the Borough of Norfolk, who have 
been sufferers by the destruction of that Town ; and that 
the Committee of Safety do provide, in the best manner 
they are able, for their removal to the more interior and 
more secure parts of the Colony. 

The President laid before the Convention, for their opi- 
nion, the cases of two Vessels taken by Capt. Richard Bar- 
ron in Hampton Roads, and carried up York River. 
The first is the Brig Fanny, the property of Joseph Hewes, 
Esq., of North-Carolina, whereof John Cunningham is 
master; who, being examined, declares, that he sailed 
about a year ago with the said Brig from North-Carolina, 
with instructions from his owner to land her cargo in the 
Island of Antigua, and there or elsewhere to take any 
freights that might offer; that, having landed his cargo ac- 
cordingly, he took a freight to Grenada, and from thence 
another to Cork in Ireland, where he was offered a freight 
to Boston, in Government service, which he refused ; that 
he was likewise offered a freight in the same service to 
Gibraltar, which be would have accepted, but the con- 
tractor declined employing him, not caring, as he said, to 
trust an American; upon which he would have returned 
to North-Carolina in ballast, but a man-of-war arriving, 
he was informed that all American Vessels would be stop- 
ped, to evade which, he agreed to accept a freight of pro- 
visions from Government for the troops at Boston; that he 
sailed from Cork, the 18th of October, in company with 
seven sail of Transports, with three regiments of Soldiers 
destined for Quebec, as he was told, whom he parted with 
the night after he sailed ; that, having sprung his mast, he 
came into the Capes, intending to Norfolk, to get a new 
one, and then to proceed to Boston, but was taken on his 
way to Norfolk by Capt. Barron; that he shipped one 
Mr. Wogan, a native of Capel, in Ireland, who took his 
passage for Boston, to collect some money there, and then 
to proceed to Philadelphia, as he said ; that by the bills 
of lading, dockets, and intercepted letters, it appears the 
cargo of the said Vessel is as followeth : on Government 
account, one thousand and fifty barrels of pork, four hun- 
dred firkins of butter, four balf-barrels of tongues, two hogs- 
heads and four hampers of potatoes, and one barrel of 
parsnips ; and, on private account, and designed as pre- 
sents for the officers in Boston, several parcels of beef, but- 
ter, cheese, tongues, and potatoes. 

The other Vessel is the Brig Industry, James Sampson 
master, an inhabitant of Philadelphia, from whence he 
had gone to sea many years in the employ of Messrs. 
James and Drinker, merchants in that city; that, about 
five years ago, he sailed from thence in the said Brig, 
whereof himself, his Mate, William Simpson, and Laun- 
drice Cuthbert, of Pennsylvania, are owners, and has been 
trading in many parts, chiefly in the Mediterranean Sea, 
till lately, when, inclining to return, he came to the Island 
of Grenada, with intention to take 'a freight from thence 
to Philadelphia; but being told a man-of-war at New- 
castle would prevent his passage to that City, and that the 
Port of Norfolk, in this Colony, was open, he engaged the 
following freight for Norfolk, to wit : twenty-five punch- 
eons of rum for Messrs. Kerr and Company, and ten bogs- 
heads of rum and two hogsheads of sugar for Messrs. 
Roper and Boyd; and also laded on board sixty-five hogs- 
heads of rum, three barrels of sugar, two casks of Malaga 
wine, and five or six blankets, the manufacture of Tunis, 
which are the property of himself and Mate. Upon con- 
sideration whereof, the Convention are of opinion, and do 
resolve, that the cargo on board the Brig Fanny is lawful 
prize, and justly forfeited to this Colony, and that the same 
be disposed of under the direction of the Committee of 
Safety ; and that the Brig Industry and her cargo shall 
not be water-borne below Cumberland Town, where the 
same now is. 

Mr. Banister, from the Committee to whom the Me- 
morial of Sampson and George Matthews was referred, 
reported, that the Committee had, according to order, had 
under their consideration the said Memorial, and that it 
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■appeared to them that the said Memorialists were con- 
cerned in trade, and may therefore be deeply interested in 
the disposition of the country's money, so far as may "re- 
late to the collection of their debts from persons concerned ; 
that it further appeared to them, that the Memorialists were 
■extremely active in the promotion of the service, as com- 
missaries, and that they discharged their duty therein in an 
advantageous manner to the country; that ii also appeared, 
that Col. John Bowyer, at the first marching of the forces, 
was averse to the war, and retarded the service ; but, upon 
some attacks of the Savages on Greenbrier, he consented 
to Capt. Murray's drafting part of his company, in order 
to repel them ; that Col. Bowyer is no otherwise concerned 
in the disposal of the publick money than as it may be in 
his power to favour his brothers, who have lately broke up 
their store, and had many debts to collect. And that they 
had come to the following Resolution thereupon ; which he 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's 
table, where the same was again twice read, and agreed to 
by the Convention : 

Resolved, That some person, totally disinterested in the 
commercial way with the claimants, ought to be appoint- 
ed to pay the publick money to the persons entitled there- 
to. 

Resolved, That the Resolution appointing John Bowyer, 
gentleman, a Commissioner to receive for and pay to the 
several claimants in the Counties of Pittsylvania, Augusta, 
Botetourt, Fincastle, and Bedford, whatever may be due 
to them from the publick, and not called for at the Trea- 
sury, on account of the late expedition against the Indians, 
be now rescinded ; and that Joseph Cabell, gentleman, be 
appointed a Commissioner in his stead, for the purposes 
aforesaid, and that he enter into bond, with sufficient 
security, for the due performance thereof; that he return 
an account to the Treasurer within six months from the 
time of receiving the money, and that he be allowed the 
sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds for his trouble and 
expenses in discharging the said trust. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half-after ten o'clock. 

Tuesday, January 9, 1776. 

Mr. Neavill, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of Robert Carr was referred, reported, that the Committee 
had, according to order, had the same under their consi- 
deration ; and that it appeared to them, from the testimony 
of Mr. James Wood, that the Petitioner acted as ensign 
in his Company, without a commission, from the 12th of 
October till the 12th day of November following, by the ex- 
press direction of Lord Dunmore, the two Lieutenants 
belonging to the Company being rendered incapable of 
duty by sickness ; and that it also appeared, that the Pe- 
titioner had received pay as a private soldier only, during 
the time aforesaid. And that they had come to the follow- 
ing Resolution thereupon ; which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the 
same was again twice read, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the said Petition is reasonable, and that 
the Petitioner ought to be allowed the sum of 61. 15*. Od., 
being the difference of pay between that of an ensign and 
common soldier. 

Ordered, That the Account of the money expended at 
the late Treaty with the Indians be referred to Mr. Car- 
. rington, Mr. Cabell, Mr. Gary, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Thomas 
Mann Randolph, and Mr. Watkins; who are to examine 
the said Accounts, and report the same, together with their 
opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance 
for establishing a certain mode of Punishment for the ene- 
mies of America; and that Mr. Braxton, Mr. Banister, 
Mr. Cary, Mr. Dandridge, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Jones, Mr. 
Smith, Mr. Thruston, Mr, Walter Jones, and Mr. Kenner, 
do prepare and bring in the same. 

A Petition of Richard Hopper, master of the Ship 
Rockingham, in behalf of Christopher Scott, and Com- 
pany, merchants in Hull, was presented to the Convention, 
and read ; setting forth, that as he was prevented from pro- 
ceeding to Great Britain with his cargo of Naval Stores, 
by order or this.Conyention, and as the same is of a perish- 
able nature, he humbly prays that this Convention will 



take the same for the use of the publick, and grant him 
such relief as his case shall be found to deserve. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. 
Banister, Mr. Wills, Mr. Parker, Mr. David Mason, Mr. 
Gee, Mr. Faulcon, and Mr. Cocke; and they are, to report 
the same, together with their opinion thereupon, to the 
Convention. 

Mr. Cary, from the Committee of the whole Conven- 
tion, reported, according to order, the several Amendments 
to the Ordinance for raising an additional number of Forces 
for the defence and protection of this Colony, and for 
amending an Ordinance, entitled An Ordinance for raising 
and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence and pro- 
tection of this Colony ; which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same 
were again twice read. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the said Amend- 
ments be put off till to-morrow. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinance for continuing and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Committee of Safety ; for establishing a Ge- 
neral Test ; to amend an Ordinance, intituled An Ordi- 
nance for regulating the election of Delegates and ascer- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committee-men in the several Counties and Corpora- 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned ; for establishing a mode of making Tobacco 
Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection Law 7 ; 
being read, 

Ordered, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 



Wednesday, January 10, 177G. 

A Petition of Joseph Bowman was presented to the Con- 
vention and read ; setting forth that he commanded a Com- 
pany of Militia under Lord Dunmore in the late expedi- 
tion against the Indians, and furnished a number of his 
men with necessaries, to the amount of 44Z. 18*. 3d. three 
farthings, who afterwards deserted, by which means he lost 
the sum of 2lZ. 19s. 3d!, three farthings, and praying the 
same may be repaid him. 

Ordered, That the said Petition „be referred to Mr. 
Muhlenburg, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Thruston, Mr. Harvie, and 
Mr. Rootes; and they are to report the same, together 
with their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

The President laid before the „ConyentLon_se.veral, Let- 
ters from the Delegates appointed to represent this Colony 
in General Congress, and also a Letter from Col. Howe; 
which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Convention took into consideration the amend- 
ments reported to the Ordinance for. raising an additional 
number of Forces for the defence and protection of this 
Colony, and for amending an Ordinance, entitled An Ordi- 
nance for raising and embodying a sufficient Force for the 
defence and protection of this Colony; and having gone 
through the same, and agreed thereto, the said Ordinance, 
together with the amendments, were ordered to be fairly 
transcribed, and read a third time. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
the Council of Safety for the Province of North- Carolina, 
informing the Convention that they had sent orders to Col. 
Howe, commander of the Troops at Norfolk, to remain 
in this Colony with the Carolina Troops, as long as the 
publick service might require, or until it should be abso- 
lutely necessary to recall hrm for the defence of their Pro- 
vince, and had directed him to receive all his orders re- 
specting his operations, whilst in this Colony, from the 
Convention or Committee of Safety. 

Ordered, That the President be desired to write to the 
Council of Safety of North- Carolina, acknowledging the 
receipt of their very polite Letter, and thanking them for 
the assistance afforded this Colony against the eriemies of 
America. 7 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state_of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinances for continuing and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Committee of Safety; for establishing a Gene- 
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ral Test; to amend an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance 
for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascertaining 
their allowances, and also for regulating the election of 
Committee-men in the several Counties and Corporations 
within this Colony, and for other purposes therein men- 
tioned ; and for establishing a mode of making Tobacco 
Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law ; — being read, 

Ordered, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Safely do dispose of 
the Provisions and other things laid in for the use of the 
several Battalions of Minute-men, which may not be ne- 
cessary, for the use of the publick. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be directed to 
write to the Delegates from this Colony, in answer to their 
last Letter, enclosing several Resolutions of Congress, to 
inform them that this Convention, having maturely consi- 
dered the state of Virginia, its peculiar and exposed si- 
tuation, as well to domestick as foreign enemies, are of 
opinion that the Colony cannot remain in any tolerable 
degree of security without nine Battalions of regular Forces 
at least; that they have resolved to augment our two Regi- 
ments to the Continental establishment, and to raise seven 
new Regiments, six for the further defence of the Western, 
and one for the protection of the two Counties on the 
Eastern- Shore; that, besides these Regiments, they find 
it necessary to continue the former establishment of Min- 
ute Battalions, and to arrange the Militia throughout the 
Colony in the most effectual manner for its defence, which 
must greatly increase our publick expenses ; that this Con- 
vention had hoped the Congress would have supposed 
them competent judges of the number of Forces necessary 
to the security of this Colony, and, considering the large 
proportion of the Continental expenses which it is expect- 
ed our inhabitants are to pay, that they would, without 
hesitation, have taken all the regular Forces found neces- 
sary for their defence into Continental pay ; that the Dele- 
gates be desired to submit this matter to the revision and 
further consideration of the Congress, who, it is hoped, 
will be of opinion that it is reasonable the Continent in 
general should bear at least an equal share of the expenses 
of our present two Regiments, consisting of one thousand 
and twenty Privates, with their proper Officers, from the 
time of their entering into the service, which we think it 
equitable and just to fix about the first of November, allow- 
ing for the difference of time when the several Companies 
were completed ; that, should the Congress adhere to their 
resolution of taking into Continental pay no more than six 
Battalions, it be earnestly recommended to them to suffer 
our two present Regiments (to be completed as before men- 
tioned) to stand first in the arrangement, since otherwise 
the Officers first appointed by this Convention, most of 
whom have already gone through a laborious and painful 
service, will be degraded in the ranks, and there is too 
much reason to apprehend that great confusion will ensue. 

A Petition of John Goodrich, was presented to the 
Convention, and read ; praying, among other things, that 
the Committee of Safety might be directed to pay him the 
balance of his Account against the publick. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee appointed to inquire into the conduct of the said John 
Goodrich, relative to the importation of Gunpowder, and 
other articles for the use of the Colony. 

Resolved, That the Cargo of the Brig Fanny, lately 
taken by Captain Barron, and carried to Cumberland, be 
disposed of, as the Committee of Safety shall direct, for 
the use of this Colony ; the said Committee being directed 
to pay to Captain Barron one-tenth of the value of the 
said Cargo, another tenth to the mate and sailors, allow- 
ing three shares to the mate. 

The Convention then took into consideration the Re- 
port of the Commissioners appointed to examine, state, 
and settle the claims against the Indians, and the Resolu- 
lution thereupon, which was agreed to by the Conven- 
tion. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Thursday, January 11, 1776. 

An Ordinance for raising an additional number of Forces 



for the defence and protection of this Colony, and for 
amending an Ordinance, entitled An Ordinance for rais- 
ing and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence and 
protection of this Colony, which had been fairly transcribed, 
was read a third time. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass ; and that 
the title be, " An Ordinance for raising an additional num- 
ber of Forces for the defence of this Colony, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned." 

Mr. Digges, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of sundry Inhabitants of the County of Caroline was re- 
ferred, reported, that the Committee had, according to 
order, had under their consideration the said Petition, and 
that it appeared that the Committee of the said County 
did not, previous to their election in November last, ap- 
point any persons to superintend the said election, in order 
to determine the right of any person to vote who should 
offer a list, although the Chairman, and several of the 
members, were present at the said election. And that they 
had come to the following Resolution thereupon ; which he 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's 
table, where the same was again twice read, and agreed 
to: . 

Resolved, That the election of Committee-men for the 
said County of Caroline, was illegal, and that a new Com- 
mittee be chosen for the said County. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Colonel to the Third Regiment ; and the 
members having prepared tickets, with the name of the 
person to be appointed, and put the same into the ballot 
box, Mr. Digges, Mr. Carrington, Mr. John Walker, and 
Mr. Dandridge, were appointed a Committee to examine 
the same, and report on whom the majority fell ; and it 
appearing, from their Report, that there was a majority of 
the whole Convention in favour of Hugh Mercer, Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Hugh Mercer be ap- 
pointed Colonel to the Third Regiment. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinances for continuing and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Committee of Safety ; for establishing a Ge- 
neral Test; to amend an Ordinance, entitled An Ordi- 
nance for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascer- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committee-men in the several Counties and Corpora- 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned ; and for establishing a mode of making To- 
bacco Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspec- 
tion Law ; — being read, 

Ordered, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

The Convention took into consideration that part of the 
Report made on Friday last, from the Committee to whom 
it was referred to inquire whether the Salt, or other Goods 
lately taken at Hampton, were imported agreeably to the 
terms of the Continental Association, which related to_ the 
Brig Carlett, and Goods imported in her, and came to the 
following Resolution thereupon : 

Resolved, That the said Brig Carlett be delivered to 
the owners, and that the Goods imported in her be sold for 
the use of this Colony, and the money paid into the hands 
of the Treasurer. 



Ordered, That the Treasurer do pay to Mr. Sampson 
Matthews the Account of the Augusta and Botetourt 
Brigade, he entering into bond, with sufficient security, for 
paying the same to the persons entitled thereto. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Friday, January 12, 1776. 
The President informed the Convention, that the Com- 
mittee of Safety had inquired into the property of the 
Brig Fanny, and that it appeared to them, from the Regis- 
ter of the said Vessel, that she belonged to Joseph Hewes, 
Esq., of North Carolina; that, from instructions given John 
Cunningham, Master of the said Vessel, he was instructed 
to proceed in the said Brig to Antigua, to unload his cargo, 
and then take freight to any part of Europe, to return with 
a load of Salt, as should be thought best by Messrs. Joseph 
and Samuel Brown, merchants, whoserdirections he was to 
follow ; that the said Cunningham produced two charter- 
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parties, by which it appeared he took a freight from Anti- 
gua and Grenada to Ireland, and another from thence, in 
Government service, to Boston ; that the said Joseph Hemes, 
Esq., was a member of the General Congress, and a known 
friend to America, and wholly a stranger to the ill conduct 
of the Captain in taking the injurious freight from Cork to 
Boston; and prayed the opinion of the Convention rela- 
tive to the said Vessel and her Freight. Whereupon 
the Convention came to the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That the said Brig Fanny be delivered to the 
Proprietor, on payment of the mariners' wages. 

Mr. Carrington, from the Committee to whom the Ac- 
count of the money expended at the late Indian Treaty, 
was referred, reported, that the Committee had examined 
the same, and found the said Accounts to be fairly and truly 
stated, and supported by proper vouchers, and that the sum 
of 44/. 14s. hd. is now due to the Commissioners. 

Resolved, That this Convention doth agree with the 
Committee in the said Report. 

A Petition of Evan Williams, was presented to the Con- 
vention, and read ; setting forth that he served as Clerk to 
the Commissioners appointed to examine, state, and settle 
the expenses of the late Indian expedition, and that they 
allowed him the sum of 100?. for his services, which he 
considered as a sufficient compensation at the time the 
same was made; but, as he was obliged afterwards to 
transcribe the whole of the said proceedings, he hopes this 
Convention will think it just to make him some further 
allowance. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. Pey- 
ton, Mr. Richard Lee, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. Clapham, Mr. 
Cary, Mr. Blackburn, Mr. William Cabell, and Mr. Fle- 
ming, and they are to report the same, together with their 
opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

The Reverend. Mr. MiMenburg, from the Committee to 
whom the Petition of Joseph Bowman was referred, report- 
ed, that the Committee had had the same under their con- 
sideration, and had come to the following Resolution there- 
upon ; which lie read in his place, and afterwards delivered 
in at the Clerk's table, where the same was again twice 
read and agreed to : 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
missioners to be appointed to revise the settlement of the 
Accounts of the late Indian expedition; and if it should 
appear to them the articles furnished the soldiery were 
necessary for fitting them for service, the said Petition is 
reasonable. 

A Petition of James Trimble was presented to the Con- 
vention and read ; setting forth, that he cured Captain Wil- 
liam Linn, who was wounded in the late expedition ; and 
that he served as Surgeon's Mate to Dr. Charles Wheeler, 
in the said expedition, from the 30th of September till the 
20th of November ; and pTaying that he may have some 
allowance made him for the said services. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. Pey- 
ton, Mr. Richard Lee, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. Clapham, Mr. 
Cary, Mr. William Cabell, and Mr. Fleming, and they are 
to report the same, together with their opinion thereupon, 
to the Convention. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Colonel to the Fourth Regiment ; and the 
members^ having prepared tickets, with the name of the 
person to be appointed, and put the same into the ballot- 
box, Mr. IDiggcs, Mr. Carrington, Mr. John Walker, 
and Mr. Dandridge, were appointed a Committee to ex- 
amine the same, and report on whom the majority fell ; and 
it appearing, from their report, that there was a majority 
of the whole Convention in favour of Adam Stephen, 
Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Adam Stephen be 
appointed Colonel to the Fourth Regiment. 

The Convention proceeded, in the same manner, to the 
appointment of a Colonel to the Fifth Regiment ; and it 
appearing, from the report of the Committee, that there 
was a majority of the whole Convention in favour of Wil- 
liam Peachey, Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, That the said William Peachey be 
appointed Colonel to the Fifth Regiment. 

The Convention proceeded, in the same maimer, to the 



appointment of a Colonel to the Sixth Regiment ; and it 
appearing, from the report of the Committee, that there 
was a majority of the whole Convention in favour of Mor- 
decai Buckner, Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Mordecai Buckner 
be appointed Colonel to the Sixth Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Colonel to the Seventh Regiment ; and it 
appearing, from the report of the Committee, that the 
greatest number on the ballot was in favour of William 
Dangerfield, Esq. ; on the question being put, 

Resolved, That the said William Dangerfield be ap- 
pointed Colonel to the Seventh Regiment. 

Resolved, That Peter Muhlenburg, Esq., be appointed 
Colonel, Abraham Bowman, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel, 
and Peter Helphinstone, Esq., Major, to the Eighth or 
German Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Colonel to the Ninth Regiment; and it 
appearing, from the report of the Committee, that there 
was a majority of the whole Convention in favour of Tho- 
mas Fleming, Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Thomas Fleming be 
appointed Colonel to the Ninth Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Lieutenant-Colonel to the Third Regiment; 
and it appearing, from the report of the Committee, that 
the greatest number on the ballot was in favour of George 
Weedon, Esq.; on the question being put, 

Resolved, That the said George Weedon be appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel to the Thind Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Lieutenant-Colonel to the Fourth Regi- 
ment ; and it appearing, from the report of the Committee, 
that there was a majority of the whole Convention in 
favour of Isaac Reade, Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Isaac Reade be ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-Colone) to the. Fourth Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a LieutenanL-Colojiel.to_tlie_FiJt.h Regiment; 
and it appearing, from the report of the Committee, that 
the greatest number on the talTot was in favour of William 
Crawford, Esquire ; but there notjbeing a majority of the 
whole Convention, on the question being put, 

Resolved, That the said WiUiam_ Crawford be appoint- 
ed Lieutenant-Colonel tojhe Fifth Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Lieutenant-Colonel to the Sixth Regiment; 
and it appearing, from the report of the Committee, that 
there was a majority of the whole Convention in favour of 
Thomas Elliott, Esq., t 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Thomas Elliott be 
appointed Colonel to the Sixth Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Lieutenant-Colonel to the Seventh Regi- 
ment; and it appearing, from the report of the Committee, 
that there was a majority of the whole Convention in 
favour of Alexander M'Clanahan, Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Alexander M' Clana- 
han be appointed Lieutenant-Colonel to the Seventh Re- 
giment. 

Resolved, That George Matthews, Esq., be appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel to the Ninth Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Major to the Third Regiment ; and it ap- 
pearing, from the report of the Committee, that there was 
a majority of the whole Convention in favour of Thomas 
Marshall, Esq., - 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Thomas Marshall be 
appointed Major to the Third Regiment. 

Resolved, That Robert Lawson, Esquire, be appointed 
Major to the Fourth Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Major to the Fifth Regiment ; and it ap- 
pearing, from the report of the Committee, that the great- 
est number on the ballot was in favour of Josiah Parker, 
Esq. ; but there not being a majority of the whole Conven- 
tion, on the question being put, 
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Resolved, That the said Josiah Parker be appointed 
Major to the Fifth Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Major to the Sixth Regiment ; and it ap- 
pearing, from the report of the Committee, that the great- 
est number on the ballot was in favour of James Hendricks, 
Esq. ; but there not being a majority of the whole Conven- 
tion, on the question being put, 

Resolved, That the said James Hendricks be appointed 
Major to the Sixth Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Major to the Seventh Regiment; and it 
appearing, from the report of the Committee, that there 
was a majority of the whole Convention in favour of Wil- 
liam Nelson, Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, That the said William Nelson be 
appointed Major to the Seventh Regiment. 

Resolved, That Matthew Donavon, Esq., be appointed 
Major to the Ninth Regiment. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and 
on the Ordinances for continuing and amending an Ordi- 
nance appointing a Committee of Safety ; for establishing 
a General Test ; to amend an Ordinance, entitled An Or- 
dinance for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascer- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committee-men in the several Counties and Corpora- 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned ; and for establishing a mode of making Tobac- 
co Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law.; — being read, 

Ordered, That thje same be put off till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Saturday, January 13, 1776, 
A Petition of sundry Inhabitants of the Counties of Nor- 
folk and Princess Anne was presented to the Convention 
and read ; setting forth, that from the commencement of the 
present unhappy disputes between the British Parliament 
and the Colonies, they have been uniformly active in pro- 
moting the measures recommended by the General Con- 
gress and Convention, for the preservation and defence of 
their rights and liberties ; that, in consequence of this con- 
duct, many of them had been reduced to the cruel neces- 
sity of abandoning their aged parents, their wives and 
children, and leaving them to the mercy of a lawless, plun- 
dering soldiery, and the more savage slave ; that their 
plantations had been ravaged, their wives and children 
stripped almost to nakedness, their very bed-chambers in- 
vaded at the silent hour of midnight by ruffians with drawn 
daggers ; their houses not only robbed of plate, money, and 
every thing valuable, but wantonly reduced by fire to ashes ; 
their persons treated with every indignity that elated inso- 
lence and cruelty could suggest; some of their friends 
dragged into c onfi nement, and now languishing under the 
hands of oppressiorr; that they lamented the tardy and 
equivocal conduct of some of their luke-warm friends, by 
which Lord Dunmore bad been encouraged to begin these 
depredations, which, with some concealed as well as open 
and avowed enemies, he continued to commit so long with 
impunity ; that whilst our troops keep possession of Nor- 
folk, they enjoy a state of safety, but the possibility of 
their being dislodged presents a dreadful prospect of the 
renewal or the exercise of greater cruelties ; that they can 
but endeavour to guard against such calamities in future ; 
that they apprehend the friends, to their country are much 
inferior to its enemies, among the leaders of the people in 
the two Counties ; that they have every thing to fear from 
those who have thereby been induced to bear arms against 
their country, should they have it in their power; that 
many of their friends have been obliged to abandon their 
homes, which has put it out of their power to bear testi- 
mony against many who had been apprehended and justly 
deserved punishment; and praying that a strict inquiry 
might be madeinto the conduct of those who had appeared 
inimicd to this Country, and that they might be removed 
to some distant part of the Colony, or so disposed of as to 
prevent their doing further mischief, and earnestly recom- 
mending that the slaves who had borne arms should be 
transported to the West-India Islands. 



Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Safety. 

Ordered, That no member absent himself from the ser- 
vice of this Convention without leave. 

Ordered, That the Brig Corlet be detained until the 
mariners' wages are paid ; and, on refusal of the Captain 
to pay the same, that the Committee for the County of 
Elizabeth City be empowered and directed to make sale 
of so much of the sails and apparel of the said Brig as 
will satisfy the same. 

Ordered, That Major Spotswood have leave to be ab- 
sent from the service for such time as shall be agreed on 
between Col. Howe and himself, _ 

Ordered, That Mr. Taylor and Mr. Banister have leave 
to be absent from the service of this Convention, for the 
remainder of this session. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Colony pay to 
Capt. Samuel M l Dowell the sum of eight hundred Pounds, 
to be by him applied to the payment of the Wages of the 
Company that served under him in the late expedition 
against the Indians, and also a Ranging Company ; on his 
giving bond, with sufficient security, for the due and faithful 
application of it to the purpose aforesaid, and rendering a 
just account thereof to Joseph Cabell, "Esq., when required. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinance for continuing and amending an Ordinance 
appointing a Committee of Safety ; for establishing a Gen- 
eral Test; to amend an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance 
for regulating the election of Delegates and ascertaining 
their allowances, and also for regulating the election of 
Committee-men in the several Counties and Corporations 
within this Colony, and for other purposes therein men- 
tioned ; and for establishing a mode of making Tobacco 
Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law ; — being read, 

Ordered, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Mr. Mercer, from the Committee to whom the represen- 
tation of the Committee of the County of Isle-of- Wight 
was referred, reported, that they had inquired into the con- 
duct of the said John Goodrich .therein named, and that it 
appeared to them that the said John Goodrich bad drawn 
on him, and two of his sons, the resentment of Lord Dun- 
more, by assisting the country in the importation of Gun- 
powder, who caused them to be.selze^ancTconfined ; but, 
upon their engaging to be no further concerned in that bu- 
siness, the said John Goodrich, and his son John, on the 
parole of the former to appear on board Lord Dunmore's 
ship every tenth day, or oftener, if required, the said John 
Goodrich has since resided at. his plantation in Nan- 
semond, and has been on board his Lordship's ship four 
times, agreeably to his engagement, passing in his vessel 
unmolested by any of the Navy ; that the said John Good- 
rich acknowledged he intended to move some Corn from his 
plantation, in the County of Isle-of- Wight, to his planta- 
tion in Nansemond ; but says, the quantity was but a few 
barrels, which his family was in want of, and that he had 
no conveniency of carrying it but by water. And that they 
had come to the following Resolutionjhereupon ; which he 
read in his place, and after wardsdelivered in at the Clerk's 
table, where the same was again twice read, and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the said Joseph Goodrich hath been ac- 
tive in favour of this Colony, and hath suffered consider- 
ably on that account; that nothing in his conduct appears 
to be inimical to the common cause ; but that no Grain, or 
other article of provision, should be water-borne in the 
neighbourhood of the enemy. 

The President laid before the Convention a .Letter from 
Col. Henry, of the First Regiment ; which was read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. „ ' _'_ .„,„„.,_.„„ .. 

Mr. Mercer, from the Committee appointed to inquire 
into the conduct of John Goodrich, William Goodrich, and 
John Goodrich, Jun., relating to the importation of Powder, 
and other articles for the use. of jhiiCoJony, reported, that 
the Committee had accordingly inquired into the same, and 
that it appeared to them. thai the Linens im ported into this 
Colony, on board the Schooner Fanny, were on the joint 
account of .the said John Goodrich, John Goodrich, Jun. 
and Bartlet Goodrich; that it further appeared from the 
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information of the'said John, Goodrich, Jan., and an invoice 
of the said Cargo produced by him, that the said Bartlet, 
when at Antigua, about the first of October last, purchased 
British Goods, consisting of checks, cottons, ginghams, 
striped holland, jeans, Scotch thread, printed linens, Irish 
linens, white lead, and linseed oil, to the amount of 291/. 
16s. lOd. Sterling, imported there from Liverpool by a 
return Ship from Guinea, of which the said Bartlet was 
fully apprized ; that the said Bartlet carried them to St. 
Eustatia, had them reviewed and packed in rum puncheons, 

find sent into Potomack River, in this Colony, addressed 
o John Goodrich and Company, where the said John Good- 
rich, Jun.,took them into his possession, and offered them 
for sale, knowing them to be of British manufacture ; that 
there further appeared to be several erasures in the invoice 
of the said Goods, intended to conceal the place from whence 
they were originally imported, particularly the words Liver- 
pool and Antigua, which are yet legible — the latter having 
been altered, and St. Eustatia inserted ; the words Scotch 
and Irish evased, and the word Dutch inserted ; that the said 
John Goodrich alledged, to justify this importation, that 
his brother, Bartlet, being anxious to supply his brother, 
William Goodrich, with Powder, for the use of this Colony, 
and meeting with about fifteen hundred weight on board the 
Liverpool Ship, offered to purchase it, but the Captain re- 
fused to sell it, unless he would take the aforesaid British 
Goods, which the said Bartlet thought it better to purchase, 
than to lose so much Powder, for the use of this Colony ; 
that, from the testimony of Connoway, Master of the said 
Vessel, it appears he received the Goods aforesaid, together 
■with the Powder, on board his Vessel, when at St. Eus- 
tatia, and delivered the Powder to William Goodrich, and 
was then informed, by the said Bartlet Goodrich, that he 
was obliged to purchase the said Goods, or go without the 
Powder, which cost three Shillings, and two Shillings and 
nine Pence per pound, at Antigua ; that it further appear- 
ed that the aforenamed John Goodrich was employed, in 
the month of July last, to purchase and import Powder for 
the use of this Colony, and for that purpose was entrusted 
with bills of exchange to the amount of five thousand 
Pounds Sterling; that he sent his son William to the West- 
Indies for the same, and imported into North-Carolina, 
some time in the month of October last, about four thou- 
sand weight ; which being discovered by Lord Dunmore, 
he caused the said William to be seized and detained in 
custody till some time in December last, when it appeared 
that, being greatly intimidated, he was prevailed on by 
Lord Dunmore to make a discovery of the whole transac- 
tion, and the agent who assisted him in the West-Indies in 
{his business ; whereupon Lord Dunmore sent an armed 
Vessel, with the said William Goodrich as a witness, to 
demand the value of the Powder imported, and the money 
remaining in tnesaid agent's hands; that it further appeared 
the said William Goodrich is lately returned to Norfolk, 
and was discharged by Lord Dunmore ; but, upon his hear- 
ing that the said William intended to Williamsburgh, he was 
again seized ; and is still detained in custody ; that they 
cannot obtain any certain information of what passed be- 
tween him and the Agents in the West-Indies, but are in- 
formed by the said John Goodrich, and John Goodrich, 
Jun., that the said William had brought neither Powder 
nor money ; that the said William Goodrich, by an account 
lodged in the Treasury office, upon oath, hath charged four 
Shillings and six Pence, West-India currency, for the Pow- 
der purchased at St. Eustatia ; that the said John Good- 
rich, Jun., accounted for this by saying that Bartlet Good- 
rich purchased the said Powder for his own use, and after- 
wards sold it to William Goodrich, at four Shillings and 
six Pence per pound. And had come to the following 
Resolution thereupon ; which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered .in at the Clerk's table, where the 
same was again twice read, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the said Bartlet Goodrich, and John 
Goodrich, Jun., have manifestly violated the first article of 
the Continental Association, in the importation of the said 
British Goods, and that the same ought to be forfeited to 
the use of this Colony. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Report and Resolution be 
published in the Virginia Gazette, and thai all persons be 
warned to have no further dealings with the said Bartlet 
and John Goodrich^Jun. 



The Convention being informed that Col. Robert Howe 
had arrived in this City, from Norfolk, requested his at- 
tendance. 

Col. Howe accordingly was introduced into the Conven- 
tion, and examined, concerning the present situation of 
Norfolk, and the neighbourhood thereof, and then retired. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Col. Woodford, enclosing the proceedings of a Council of 
Field Officers, held at Norfolk ; which were read, and or- 
dered to be referred to the Committee on the state of the 
Colony. 

Adjourned till Monday, half after ten o'clock. 

Monday, January 15, 1776. 

Mr. Peyton, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of Evan Williams was referred, reported, that they had, ac- 
cording to order, had the same under their consideration, 
and had come to the following Resolution thereupon ; which 
he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the 
Clerk's table, where the same was again twice read, and 
agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Petition of the said Evan Williams 
is reasonable, and that the further sum of fifty Pounds ought 
to be allowed and paid to him by the publick. 

The President laid before the Convention Letters from 
the Delegates appointed to represent this Colony in Gen- 
eral Congress ; which were read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony ; 
and after some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Committee had, 
according to order, had the same under their consideration, 
and had come to the following Resolution thereupon ; which 
he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's 
table, where the same was again twice read, and agreed to. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to such of the In- 
habitants of the counties of Norfolk and Princess Anne as 
may be exposed to the attacks of the enemy, to remove 
themselves and their effects, and that the poorer sort be as- 
sisted in their removal by the publick. 

Ordered, That Mr. Nelson and Mr. Acrill have leave 
of absence from the service of this Convention, for the re- 
mainder of the session. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinances for continuing 
and amending an Ordinance appointing a Committee of 
Safety ; for establishing a General Test ; to amend an Or- 
dinance, intituled An Ordinance for regulating the election 
of Delegates and ascertaining their allowances, and also for 
regulating the election of Committee-men in the several 
Counties and Corporations within this Colony, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned ; and for establishing a 
mode of making Tobacco Payments during the discontinu- 
ance of the Inspection Law ; — being read, 

Ordered, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolve itself into a Committee on tbe state of the Colony. 

Mr. Cary, from the Committee to whom it was referred 
to inquire into the several casesnfthe Prisoners in the City of 
Williamsburgh, reported, that the Committee had had the 
same under their consideration ; and that it appeared to 
them, that Alexander Gordonhalh borne arms" against this 
Colony, and had been active in favour of Lord Dunmore; 
that Joshua Whitehurst had also been active, and endea- 
voured to raise men for Lord Dunmore; that Doctor 
Thomas Hall had been heard to say, that he would only 
act as a private militia-man, which he^trpposed Lord Dun- 
more' s party could make him do] that he was an ensign in 
one of his new raised Regiments ; that he had, by Lord 
Dunmore' s order, searched some places for persons sup- 
posed to have intended to turn the Town ^of Norfolk; that 
he afterwards offered to resign his commission, and, at the 
desire of Mr. Fleming, attended the wounded regulars for 
several days. That Mordecai Robinson, James Hamilton, 
John Crammond, Joseph Garrett, Zachariah Christie, 
James Cunningham, Francis Powell, Samuel Blews, 
James Carmkhael, Andrew Stephenson, and William 
Barker, have borne arms under the officers of Lord J)un- 
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more, and were in the battle at the Great Bridge. That 
John Corleit was taken in a Tender of Lord Dunmore's, 
of which he was commander ; that he had been for some 
time with Lord Dunmore, and that he had, at some time, 
signified his intention of quitting the service, into which he 
said he was impressed by Lord Dunmore's people. That 
Levin Townshend, Levi Totvnshend, Elias Townshend, 
Zedick Townshend, Isaac Costem, Benjamin Selby, Fran- 
cis Brett, William Dickinson, and Cornelius Adams, had 
gone to Norfolk to purchase Salt, and were there taken by 
a party of Lord Dunmore's and forced to march with his 
troops to the Great Bridge ; that they were afterwards 
sent out in a Tender to the Eastern- Shore, and being 
driven on shore, near Hampton, were taken ; that it ap- 
peared the said Levin was desirous of making his escape from 
the service. That Jesse Clarkson, Arthur Ward, Charles 
Hanley, John Quick, and Henry Turner, acted as militia- 
men in the bat lie at Kemp's Landing against Lord Dun- 
more, after which they were forced into his service by Col. 
Elligood, and bore arms at the Great Bridge. That 
Hugh Granville, Samuel Yateman, Robert Slater, Wil- 
liam Jameson, Joseph Cobden, and John Norman, are 
sailors belonging to the Ships at Norfolk. 

Resolved, That the said Alexander Gordon, Joshua 
Whitehurst, Thomas Hall, Mordecai Robinson, James 
Hamilton, John Crammond, Joseph Garrett, Zachariah 
Christie, Jam.es Cunningham, Francis Powell, Samuel 
Slews, James Carmichael, Andrew Stephenson, William 
Barker, John Corlett, Levin Townshend, Levi Town- 
shend, Elias Townshend, Isaac Costem, Benjamin Selby, 
Francis Brett, William Dickinson, Cornelius Adams, 
Jesse Clarkson, Arthur Ward, Charles Henley, John 
Quick, Henry Turner, Hugh Granville, Samuel Yate- 
man, Robert Slater, William Jameson, Joseph Cobden, and 
John Norman, ought to be detained as prisoners of war ; 
but that the Committee of Safety be at liberty to discharge 
such of them as they may think proper. 

Thatit further appeared, that Caleb Whitehurst, Ran- 
dal Hodges, John Woodside, Richard Brown, and James 
Leitch, have in some manner aided Lord Dunmore; but 
that they have not taken arms, or been so active as to be 
deemed prisoners of war. 

Resolved, That the said Caleb Whitehurst, Randal 
Hodges, John Woodside, Richard Brown, and James 
Leitch, be discharged, on their parole not to aid Lord 
Dunmore in future. 

That it appeared, that John Kay presented a loaded gun 
at the wife of one William Carr, swearing that he would 
kill her if she did not furnish him with thirty Pounds ; but, 
not being able to obtain the money, he took from her five 
ducks, which were all she had. 

Resolved, That the said John Kay be remanded to the 
Jail of the proper County where the said offence was com- 
mitted, to be inquired into, there to remain till discharged 
by due course of law. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Tuesday, January 16, 1776. 

Mr. Mercer, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of John Goodrich, for himself and partners, was referred, 
reported, that it appeared to the Committee that the Sloop 
Dorothy arrived in this Colony from Antigua, and was 
taken by Captain Barron on her way to Norfolk, and car- 
ried into Hampton; that it appeared to them, that the con- 
tract made with the Commissary of Stores, for the pur- 
chase of sundry goods, hath been complied with on behalf 
of the Petitioners, and that there is now due to them one 
thousand and ninety -eight Pounds current money; and that 
they had come to the following Resolution thereupon, 
which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the Clerk's table, where the same was again twice read, 
. and agreed to : 

ResoJveJ, That the said sum of one thousand and ninety- 
eight Founds ought to be retained until the money furnished 
the said John Goodrichby this Colony for the purchase of 
Gunpowder be fairly and fully accounted for; and that the 
said Sloop Dorothy ought to be delivered to the owners. 

Mr. Richard Lee, from the Committee to whom sundry 
Claims against the publick were referred, reported, that 
they had examined the same, and come to the following 



Resolutions thereupon ; which he read in his place, and 
afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same 
were again twice read, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the several Claims, amounting to 398/. 
11*. 3d. halfpenny, ought to be allowed and paid by the 
publick. 

Resolved, That the Claim of John Briscoe ought to be 
referred to the Commissioners to be appointed to revise and 
settle sundry Accounts respecting the late expedition 
against the Indians, 

On a motion made, 

Resolved, That Edmund Pendleton, Esq., be allowed 
the annual sum of four hundred Pounds current money, 
commencing from the 1st of December last, as a recom- 
pense for his services as President of the Convention ; and 
that the same be paid to him quarterly, so long as he shall 
continue in the said office. 

Mr. Parker, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of Richard Hopper was referred, reported, that they had, 
according to order, had the same under their consideration, 
and had come to the following Resolution thereupon ; 
which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the Clerk's table, where the same was again twice read, 
and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Petition of the said Richard Hop- 
per, praying that the publick will purchase his cargo of 
Naval Stores, is unreasonable, and ought to be rejected. 

A Petition of John Goodrich was presented to the Con- 
vention, and read ; setting forth, that Robert Shedden, of 
the Town of Portsmouth, merchant, with his wife, the 
daughter of the Petitioner, and their two young children, 
are now on board a sloop in the harbour of Norfolk; that 
although he had appeared inimical, by sending for goods 
contrary to the Association, yet he had assisted the Peti- 
tioner in the importation of Gunpowder, for the use of this 
Colony ; and praying that he may be allowed to come on 
shore, and reside under the protection of this Colony. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. Par- 
ker, Mr. Gary, Mr. Thomas Lee, Mr. Smith, Mr. David 
Mason, Mr. Thomas Walker, Mr. Whiting, Mr. Walter 
Jones, and Mr. Newton; and they are to report the same, 
together with their opinion thereupon, to the Convention. 

A Petition of John Goodrich and John Goodrich, Jun., 
was presented to the Convention, and read ; setting forth, 
that they had exposed themselves to great danger, had 
suffered many hardships and inconveniences, and had in- 
curred considerable expense, in their endeavours to serve 
this Colony, and praying that this Convention would take 
the same into consideration, and make them such reason- 
able compensation as shall be thought just. 

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to Mr. 
Parker, Mr. Cary, Mr. Thomas Lee, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
David Mason, Mr. Thomas Walker, Mr. Whiting, Mr. 
Walter Jones, and Mr. Newton; and they are to report 
the same, together with their opinion thereupon, to the 
Convention. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for 
continuing and amending an Ordinance appointing a Com- 
mittee of Safety ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. 
President resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that 
the Committee had, according to order, had under their 
consideration the said Ordinance, but not having time to 
go through the same, had directed him to move for leave 
to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolve itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinance for establishing a General Test ; to amend 
an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance for regulating the 
election of Delegates, and ascertaining their allowances, 
and also for regulating the election of CorriTnittee-men in 
the several Counties and Corporations within this Colony, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned ; and for esta- 
blishing a mode of" making Tobacco Payments, during the 
discontinuance of the Inspection Law ; — being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer do pay to the executors 
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of the Hon. Peyton Randolph, Esq., deceased, the late 
worthy President of this Convention, the Salary settled 
upon him, by act of General Assembly, as Speaker of the 
House of Burgesses, to the sixth day of December last. 

Resolved, That John Harvie, gentleman, be appointed 
a Commissioner to receive the Money due to the several 
Claimants in the Counties of Berkeley, Frederick, Dun- 
more, Hampshire, and West-Augusta, from the publick, 
on account of the late expedition against the Indians, and 
to pay the same to them ; and the said John Harvie is 
required to settle and state all the Accounts of the said 
expedition that remain unsettled, and to revise those al- 
ready settled in West-Augusta, and make report thereof 
to the next Convention. And that Joseph Ncaville, gen- 
tleman, be appointed to revise and adjust the Accounts 
for the said expedition in the Counties of Berkeley, Fre- 
derick, Dunmore, and Hampshire, and report the same to 
the next Convention. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Wednesday, January 17, 177G. 
Ordered, That the last Letters received from the Dele- 
gates appointed to represent this Colony in General Con- 
gress, be referred to the Committee on the state of the 
Colony. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer do pay to Mr. James 
Wood his expenses incurred in consequence of his em- 
bassy to the different Tribes of Indians, exclusive of the 
sum of mon^y formerly voted him for his services on that 
occasion. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance 
for continuing and amending an Ordinance appointing a 
Committee of Safety; and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, 
that the Committee had, according to order, had under their 
consideration the said Ordinance, and had gone through the 
same, and made several amendments thereto, which he 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's 
table, where the same were again twice read, and agreed 
to. 

Ordered, That the said Ordinance, together with the 
several amendments, be fairly transcribed, and read a third 
time. 

Colonel Howe laid before the Convention a Letter from 
Captain Belletv to him, and his answer thereto; which 
were read, an <! ordered to lie on the table. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
the Committee of the County of Northampton, informing 
him they had sent over the several Prisoners taken in that 
County, agreeably to the direction of the Convention. 

Ordered, That the examination of the said Prisoners, 
be referred to the Committee of Safety ; and that they, in 
the mean time, be confined to their room, under a proper 
guard. 

Mr. Braxton, from the Committee appointed, presented, 
according to order, an Ordinance for establishing a mode 
of punishment for the enemies of America; which was 
read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time. 

Ordered, That Mr. Neaville have leave to be absent 
from the service of the Convention for the remainder of 
the session. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinances for establishing a General Test ; to amend 
an Ordinance, entitled An Ordinance for regulating the 
election of Delegates, and ascertaining their allowances, 
and also for regulating the election of Committee-men in 
the several Counties and Corporations within this Colony, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned; and for esta- 
lishing a mode of making Tobacco Payments during the 
discontinuance of the Inspection Law ; — being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Mr. King, from the Committee appointed to inquire 
into the several cases of the Prisoners confined in the pub- 
lick Jail, reported, that the Committee had, according to 
order, had the same under their consideration; and that it 
appeared to them, that Henry Crouch was a Sergeant in 



Captain Saunder's Company. That it further appeared 
to them, that negro Tom, belonging to the estate of Joseph 
Selden; and Taiuley, belonging to Edward Hack Moselty ; 
Dick, belonging to Edmund Rtiffin; Leivis and Boh, be- 
longing to Jacob Keeling; Dick, to James Legate ; Harry, 
to Joel Cornick; George, to Elizabeth Woodhouse ; Jem- 
my, to Thomas Banks; Jasjjer and Luke, to William Kee- 
ling; Tom and Roger, to Mary Jones; Europe, to Wil- 
liam Haynes; Romeo, to Lemuel Cornick; Frank, to John 
Henley ; Peter, to William Keeling ; Will, to Joel Cor- 
nick; Africa, to Charles Sayer; Harry, to Arthur Boush ; 
that George, belonging to Samuel Donaldson ; Ishmael, to 
George Gaskin; Cvff, to Willis Wilkinson; Ned, to Wil- 
liam Forsyth; Cato, to Stephen Tankard; Lewis, to Ro- 
bert Langley; Michael, to Robert Boush; were taken at the 
Great Bridge. That Derry, belonging to Edward Cooper ; 
and Bob, belonging to John Shedden, have been active, and 
some of them borne arms under Lord Dunmore. That it 
appeared to them, that Charles, belonging to John Poole ; 
Cuffy, to Charles Boush ; Davy, to Charles Jenkins ; Poole, 
to Willis Hojlin; Dennis, to the widow Hodges; were 
also taken at the Great Bridge. That Billy, belonging 
to Anthony Robinson ; Tom, Will, and Jemmy, belonging 
to Merit Moore; Anthony, to Henry Howard; Ned and 
Sam, to Bennet Tompkins; in attempting to run away 
from their several masters, were by them pursued and ta- 
ken at Point Comfort. That it does not appear that the 
said Charles, Cuffy, Davy, Poole, Dennis, Billy, Tom, 
Will, Jemmy, and Anthony, have ever borne arms, or been 
active in the service of Lord Dunmore. That it also ap- 
peared, that Rachel and Amy, belonging to Bennet Tomp- 
kins, have been guilty of a robbery in the County of York; 
and that Neptune, belonging to George Wythe, Esq., was 
taken up as a runaway. And that they had come to 
the following Resolutions thereupon ; which he read in his 
place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, 
where the same were again twice read, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the said Henry Crouch be detained as a 
Prisoner. 

Resolved, That the said several Slaves who have been 
active under Lord Dunmore, or have borne arms in his 
service, be detained in Jail until the Committee of Safety 
shall procure them to be properly valued, and sent to the 
foreign West-India Islands, or the Bay of Honduras, there to 
be sold, and the money arising therefrom, after deducting 
the charges, be paid to the Treasurer of this Colony, to 
be repaid to their respective owners, provided they are not 
unfriendly to American liberty. 

Resolved, That such of the said Slaves who have not 
borne arms, or not been active in the service of Lord 
Dunmore, be delivered to their respective owners, on their 
paying the expenses which have accrued, or shall accrue, 
from the time of their being taken, till the time of their 
delivery; and that a list of the said negroes, with the 
names of their several owners, be inserted in the Virginia 
Gazette. And, if the owners do not apply within two 
months from the date of the said advertisement, that such 
thereof as remain may then be sold at publick auction, and 
the balance, after deducting the expenses aforesaid, be 
lodged in the hands of the Treasurer of this Colony, to be 
paid to the owners, when demanded. 

Resolved, That the said Rachel and Amy be commit- 
ted to the Jail of the proper County, there to remain till 
discharged by due course of law. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Thursday, January 18, 1776. 
Resolved, That each member of the Committee of 
Safety be allowed the sum of ten Shillings for every day 
of his attendance in the said Committee, exclusive of the 
sum formerly allowed for their expenses. 

Mr. Parker, from the Committee to whom the Petition 
of John Goodrich was referred, reported, that they had, 
according to order, had the same under their consideration, 
and had come to the following Resolution thereupon; which 
he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the 
Clerk's table, where the same was again twice read, and 
agreed to : 

Resolved, That Robert Shedden and family, mentioned 
in the said Petition, are sufficiently provided for by a De- 
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claration of ibis Convention, and the repeated promises of 
Colonels Howe and Woodford, wherein they offered every 
friendly office which humanity could dictate, to the un- 
happy women and children on board the Fleet under the 
command of Lord Dunmore. 

On a motion made, 

Resolved, That the Colonel of the First Regiment be 
allowed an Aid-de-camp, until General Officers shall be 
appointed by the General Congress ; and that the said 
Aid-de-camp be allowed six Shillings per day, from the 
time he hath been appointed. 

Resolved, That the duties on the Rum imported in the 
several Vessels taken by Captain Barron be paid, or se- 
cured to be paid, to the Treasurer of this Colony. 

An Ordinance for continuing and amending an Ordi- 
nance appointing a Committee of Safety, having been 
fairly transcribed, and the blanks therein filled up, was 
read a third time: 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass; and that 
the title be, "An Ordinance for reviving and amending an 
Ordinance appointing a Committee of Safety." 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Deputy Quartermaster-General ; and the 
members having prepared their tickets with the name of 
the person to be appointed, Mr. Digges, Mr. Carrington, 
Mr. Dandridge, and Mr. John Walker, were appointed a 
Committee to examine the ballot box, and it appearing, 
from their report, that there was a majority in favour of 
William Finnic, Esq.; 

Resolved, therefore, That the said William Finnie, be 
appointed Deputy Quartermaster-General. 

Resolved, That Thomas Bullitt, Esq., be appointed 
Adjutant-General. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the ap- 
pointment of a Deputy Adjutant-General; and the mem- 
bers having prepared tickets with the name of the person 
to be appointed, Mr. Digges, Mr. Carrington, Mr. Dan- 
dridge, and Mr, John Walker, were appointed a Commit- 
tee to examine the ballot box, and it appearing, from their 
report, that there was a majority in favour of John Sears, 
Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, That the said John Sears be ap- 
pointed Deputy Adjutant- General. 

An Ordinance for establishing a mode of punishment 
for the enemies of America, was read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed to a Committee of the whole 
Convention. 

-The Convention accordingly resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee on the said Ordinance, and after some time spent 
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary 
reported, that the Committee had, according to order, had 
under their consideration the said Ordinance, and had made 
some progress therein, but not having time to go through 
the same, had directed. Mm to move for leave to sit 
again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow again 
resolve itself a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinances for establishing a General Test ; to amend 
an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance for regulating the 
election of Delegates, and ascertaining their allowances, 
and ajsp_jbr regulating the election of Committee-men in 
the several Counties and Corporations within this Colony, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned ; and for estab- 
lishing a mode of making Tobacco Payments during the 
discontinuance of the Inspection Law ; — being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, half after ten o'clock. 

Friday, January 19, 1776. 

Ordered, That Mr. Mason, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Gray, Mr. 
Parker, Mr. Newton, and Mr. Murdavgh, or any four of 
them, be a Committee to inquire into the conduct of the 
Officers and Militia in the County of Princess Anne, lately 
drawn "out into aclual service, and to report the same to 
the next Convention. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. ! 



Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance 
for establishing a mode of punishment for the enemies of 
America; and after some time spent therein, Mr. Presi- 
dent resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the 
Committee had, according to order, had under their con- 
sideration the said Ordinance, and had gone through the 
same, and made several amendments thereto, which he 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's 
table, where the same were again twice read and agreed to, 
Resolved, That the said Ordinance, together with the 
several amendments, be fairly transcribed and read a third 
time. " = 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinances for establishing 
a General Test ; to amend an Ordinance, entitled An Or- 
dinance for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascer- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committee-men in the several Counties and Corpora- 
tions within this Colony, and for other parposes^tberein 
mentioned ; and for establishing a mode of making Tobac- 
co Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law ; — being read, 

Resolved, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

The Convention, then, according to the Order oTthe 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the 
Colony ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Cary reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the state of the Colony, and had come to a Resolu- 
tion thereupon, which he was ready to report when the 
Convention should be pleased to receive the same. 

Ordered, That the said Report be received to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 



Saturday, January 20, 1776, 

Ordered, That the Treasurer do pay to Captains George 
Matthews and Alexander M' Clanahan, the money due to 
their respective Companies, from the publiok, on account 
of the late expedition against the Indians, and reported by 
the Commissioners. ~" "_: " "~_ 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinances 
to amend an Ordinance, intituled An Ordinance &r regu- 
lating the election of Delegates, and ascertaining Their al- 
lowances, and also for regulating the election of Committee- 
men in the several Counties and Corporations within this 
Colony, and for other purposes therein mentioned; and Tor 
establishing a mode of making Tobacco Payments during 
the discontinuance of the Inspection Law ; and after some 
time spent therein, Mr. President resumed thejehair, and 
Mr. Cary reported, that the Committee had, according to 
order, had under their consideration the said Ordin ances, 
and had gone through the same, and made severaTamend- 
ments thereto, which he read in his place, andafterwards 
delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same weTe 
again twice read and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinances, together with the 
several amendments, be fairly transcribed and read a third 
time. 

Mr. Cary, from the Committee of the wholejCjjnven- 
tion, reported, according to order, that the Committee had 
come to the following Resolution ; which he read in jhis 
place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, 
where the same was again twice read and agreed to : 

Whereas the British Ministry have at length engaged in 
an open and avowed war with the good people dDIus Co- 
lony, and in the prosecution thereof have manifested the 
most unrelenting fury, by burning and destroying open and 
defenceless Towns, contrary to the practice of war among 
civilized nations, by exciting insurrections among our 
slaves, inviting the savages, and arming them against us: 

Resolved, (as the opinion of this Convention,) That \ve 
hold it incumbent upon us (a duty which we owe to our- 
selves, to our country, and to this whole ContineatT) to op- 
pose, by every method in our power, such unjusllfnd cruel 
attempts; that the most likely means of effectitrg This, and 
of gaining relief and assistance to ourselves, and - of dis- 
tressing our enemies, would be by opening our Ports jo all 
persons willing to trade with us, Great Britain, Ireland, 
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and the British West-Indies excepted ; and that we give it 
in recommendation to our delegates in General Congress, 
to use their endeavours to have such a measure adopted, 
and carried into execution, so soon as it shall be deemed 
proper by the said General Congress to permit exportation 
from North- America . 

An Ordinance for establishing a mode of punishment 
for the enemies of America, having been fairly transcribed, 
was read a third time, and the blanks therein filled up. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass, and that the 
title thereof be, <: An Ordinance for establishing a mode of 
punishment for the enemies to America in this Colony." 

Resolved, That all the publick Money, except His Ma- 
jesty's Quit-rents, now in the hands of the Collectors, Na- 
val Officers, Sheriffs, and Clerks, and which may hereafter 
be received by them, be paid into the hands of the Trea- 
surer of this Colony. 

An Ordinance to amend an Ordinance, entitled ''An Or- 
dinance for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascer- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committee-men in the several Counties and Corpora- 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned," having been fairly transcribed, was read a third 
time, and the blanks therein filled up. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass. 

Resolved, That in case of the sickness or inability of the 
Treasurer of this Colony to sign and countersign the Trea- 
sury Notes, emitted pursuant to an Ordinance of Conven- 
tion, he be empowered to appoint such other person as he 
may think proper to do the same in bis stead. 

Resolved, That the appointment of Captain John Sears 
to the office of Deputy Adjutant-General, disqualifies him 
from holding the office of Captain to his Company. 

An Ordinance for establishing a mode of making Tobac- 
co Payments during the discontinuance of the Inspection 
Law, having been fairly transcribed, and the blanks therein 
filled up, was read a third time. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass, and that the 
title thereof be, "An Ordinance for establishing a mode of 
making Tobacco Payments during the discontinuance of the 
Inspection Law, and for other purposes therein mentioned." 

Resolved, That the several sums following be allowed 
to the several Officers of this Convention, for their services 
during the present session : 

To the Rev. Thomas Price, Chaplain, forty Pounds. 

To Mr. John Tazewell, Clerk of the Convention, one 
hundred and seventy-five Pounds. 

To Mr. Francis Eppes, Messenger to the Convention, 
fifty Pounds. 

To Edmund Pendleton, Jun., Clerk to several Commit- 
tees, fifty Pounds. 

To William Dandridge, Jun., Clerk to several other 
Committees, fifty Pounds. 

To Robert Hyland, William Hicks, John Creagh, and 
William Drinkard, Doorkeepers to the Convention, twen- 
ty-five Pounds each. 

Resolved, That Mr. John Pendleton, Clerk to the Com- 
mittee of Safety, be allowed twenty Shillings per day for 
his expenses and services while on duty. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety do allow the 
Quartermaster and Adjutant to the several Minute-men at 
Hampton, the Adjutant to the Minute-men in the City of 
Williamsburgh, and Wagon-master, whatever their several 
services, in their opinions, shall be thought to deserve. 

Adjourned till the second day of April next, then to 
meet in the City of Williamsburgh, or such other place as 
may be appointed by the Committee of Safety. 

ORDINANCES PASSED BY THE CONVENTION. 

I. An Ordinance for raising an additional number of 
Fvrces for the defence and protection of this Colony, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned. 

Whereas the Earl of Dunmore, by his many hostile at- 
tacks upon the good people of this Colony, and attempts 
to infringe their rights and liberties, by his Proclamation 
declaring freedom to our servants and slaves, and arming 
them against us, by seizing our persons and properties, and 



declaring those who opposed such his arbitrary measures in 
a state of rebellion, hath made it necessary that an addition- 
al number of Forces be raised for our protection and de- 
fence : 

Be it therefore ordained, by the Delegates and Repre- 
sentatives of the several Counties and Corporations with- 
in the Colony and Dominion of Virginia, now assembled 
in General Convention, and it is hereby ordained by the 
authority of the same, That the two Regiments formerly 
raised be augmented, by the addition of three hundred and 
eighty-two men, to be divided into five Companies, con- 
sisting of sixty-eight men each, rank and file, under the 
command of one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, 
and four Sergeants ; each Company to be allowed a Drum- 
mer and Fifer, and two of the said Companies to be added 
to the First, and the remaining three Companies to the 
Second Regiment. 

And be it further ordained, That there be likewise im- 
mediately raised, and taken into pay from the time of their 
enlistment, six other Regiments complete, to be composed 
of ten Companies of sixty-eight men each, rank and file, 
(three of which Companies in each Regiment to consist 
of Riflemen, to act as Light Infantry,) under the command 
of a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, Major, ten Captains, 
twenty Lieutenants, ten Ensigns, forty Sergeants; and to 
be allowed ten Drummers and ten Fifers ; and to each of 
the said Regiments there shall be moreover allowed a 
Chaplain, an Adjutant, a Regimental Quartermaster, one 
Surgeon, two Surgeon's Mates, one Sergeant-Major, one 
Drum-Major, and Quartermaster's Sergeant. 

And be it further ordained, That of six Regiments to 
be levied as aforesaid, one of them shall be called a Ger- 
man Regiment, to be made up of German and other officers 
and soldiers, as the Committees of the several Counties of 
Augusta, West- Augusta, Berkeley, Culpepper, Dunmore, 
Fincastle, Frederick, and Hampshire, (by which Commit- 
tees the several Captains and subaltern officers of the said 
Regiment are to be appointed,) shall judge expedient. 

And whereas, by an Ordinance passed at the fast meet- 
ing of this Convention, intituled " An Ordinance for 
raising and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence 
and protection of this Colony," it is ordained, that a bat- 
talion of Minute men be raised in the Counties of Acco- 
mack and Northampton, which at present is thought to be 
inadequate to the defence of that part of this Colony : Be 
it therefore ordained, That so much of the said Ordinance 
as relates to the raising the said Battalion be repealed ; and 
that over and above the Regiments aforesaid, there be raised 
one other Regiment, to be composed of seven Companies, 
for the protection and defence of the said Counties of Ac- 
comack and Northampton; each Company to consist of six- 
ty-eight, rank and file, and to be under the command of a 
Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, a Major, seven Captains, four- 
teen Lieutenants, seven Ensigns, twenty-eight Sergeants, 
and each Company to be allowed a Drummer and Fifer. 
Four of which Companies to be raised in the said Coun- 
ties of Accomack and Northampton,^ herein after direct- 
ed ; the other three (two of which to consist of Riflemen, 
to be allotted to this Regiment by the Committee of Safety) 
out of the other levies to be raised by this Ordinance j and 
the said Regiment shall moreover be allowed a Chaplain, 
a Paymaster, with a salary of seventy-five Pounds per an- 
num, and the like Staff Officers as are directed for the other 
Regiments, to be appointed in the same manner. 

And be it further ordained, That the whole of the nine 
Regiments be under the command of one Major-General, 
and two Brigadiers-General, each of whom shall have an 
Aid-de-Camp and Secretary of their own appointment; and 
that there be one Quartermaster-General, one Adjutant- 
General, and one Deputy Adjutant-General. 

And for the more regular, speedy, and equal appoint- 
ment of Officers, Be it further ordained, That the General 
Officers shall be appointed by the Genera] Congress, and 
that the Field Officers shall be nominated and appointed 
by the General Convention of this Colony, and the Cap- 
tains and Subalterns by the several County and Distri 
Committees, as follows, that is to say: That each of the 
Committees of the Counties of Albemarle, Augusta, West- 
Augusta, Berkeley, Bedford, Culpepper, Dunmore, Fau- 
quier, Fincastle, Loudoun, Orange, Prince William, and 
Spotsylvania, shall nominate and appoint two proper and 
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discreet persons to be Captains, two other such persons to 
be First Lieutenants, two others to be Second Lieutenants, 
and two others to be Ensigns, who shall be by them respec- 
tively directed to proceed with all expedition in recruiting 
levies, in order to raise in the whole twenty-six Companies. 

Provided, That the Officers of the one hundred men or- 
dered from Fort Pitt, by a late Resolution of this Conven- 
tion, shall be considered as part of the Officers to be nomi- 
nated by the Committee of West-Augusta, if the said Offi- 
cers shall incline to continue in the service of this Colony, 
agreeably to the said Resolution. That each of the Com- 
mittees of the Counties of Amelia, Amherst, Botetourt, 
Brunswick, Buckingham, Caroline, Charlotte, Chester- 
field, Cumberland, Charles City, Dinwiddie, Frederick, 
Fairfax, Goochland, Gloucester, Halifax, Hampshire, 
Hanover, Henrico, King George, King and Queen, King 
William, Lunenburgh, Louisa, Mecklenburgh,Nansemond, 
Northumberland, New-Kent, Pittsylvania, Prince Edivard, 
Prince George, Southampton, Stafford, Sussex, and West- 
moreland, shall nominate and appoint one such proper per- 
son to be Captain, one other to be First Lieutenant, one 
other to be Second Lieutenant, and one other to be Ensign, 
who shall be by the Committees respectively directed to 
proceed immediately in recruiting levies, in order to raise, 
in the whole, thirty- three Companies. That the several 
District Committees, hereinafter described, do nominate 
and appoint the remainder of the officers for raising thirteen 
Companies, as follows: the District of Accomack and 
Northampton, four Captains, four First Lieutenants, four 
Second Lieutenants, and four Ensigns ; the District of Es- 
sex and Middlesex, one Captain, one First Lieutenant, one 
Second Lieutenant, and one Ensign; the District of Isle- 
of- Wight and Surry, two Captains, two First Lieutenants, 
two Second Lieutenants, and two Ensigns; the District o 
Lancaster and Richmond, one Captain, one First Lieute- 
nant, one Second Lieutenant, and one Ensign ; the District 
of Norfolk and Princess Anne Counties, one Captain, one 
First Lieutenant, one Second Lieutenant, and one Ensign ; 
and the District of York, Elizabeth City, Warwick, James 
City, and the City of Williamsburgh, two Captains, two 
First Lieutenants, two Second Lieutenants, and two En- 
signs. And the several Officers so to be appointed shall 
be, by the respective District Committees, directed to pro- 
ceed immediately in recruiting as aforesaid, in order to raise 
their Companies; which several Recruiting Officers shall 
be at liberty to raise their levies in any part of the Colony, 
without being confined to Counties or Districts. 

And be it further ordained, That if any Captain and 
his Subaltern Officers, so to be appointed, .shall not recruit 
the whole number of men for a Company on or before the 
last day of February next, the Committee of the County 
or District by whom such officers were appointed may either 
appoint others, instead of the officer or officers who shall 
fail to recruit the following number, according to his rank, 
to wit : a Captain, twenty -eight ; a First Lieutenant, twenty- 
one ; a Second Lieutenant, sixteen ; and an Ensign, nine ; 
or may continue the former officers, if it shall appear pro- 
bable to the Committee that the Company may be sooner 
completed by thein than raised by appointing new officers 
as aforesaid. 

Provided always, That if any Company shall not be 
made complete by the first nominated officers or others, to 
be chosen in their stead as aforesaid, by the 25th day of 
March next, the several County and District Committees, 
wherein such failure should happen, shall make report of 
the whole matter to the Committee of Safety, who shall 
take such prder therein as to them shall seem most likely 
to forward the service, and appoint such and so many offi- 
cers as they may judge proper to recruit at large within this 
Colony, without regard to the place of residence of such 
officer. 

And be it further ordained,T\\aX the several County and 
District Committees, at the time of appointing the officers as 
aforesaid, shall fix on some certain convenient place where 
the Officers of each Company shall rendezvous the men by 
them enlisted, and also nominate two of their members, re- 
siding as near as may be to such place of rendezvous, to 
review the men to be enlisted in each Company; which 
members having examined the persons enlisted, and found 
them to be able-bodied, healthy men, and to have been re- 
gularly sworn_and attested according to the direction of this 



Ordinance, shall grant a certificate thereof, which shall be 
returned to the County or District Committee who appoint- 
ed the Officers, and be by them respectively returned to the 
Committee of Safety, who shall grant Commissions to the 
Officers thereupon, as is hereinafter directed. And in case 
it shall appear, from such certificates, that two or more 
Companies have been reviewed on the same day , the Com- 
mittee of Safety shall settle the priority of rank between 
the Officers by a fair and equal lot. 

And be it further ordained, That the Chaplain and Sur- 
geon to each Regiment be appointed by the Field-Officers 
and Captains of such Regiment ; the Surgeon's Mates, by 
the Surgeon himself, with the approbation of the Com- 
manding-Officer ; the Adjutant, Regimental Quartermaster, 
Sergeant-Major, Quartermaster-Sergeant, and Drum-Ma- 
jor, by the Commanding-Officer of such Regiment. 

And for the more certain and regular appointment of the 
several District Committees, Be it ordained, That the se- 
veral Committees of the Counties and Corporations before 
named shall each depute three of their members to attend 
at some convenient and central place in each District, to 
be appointed by the Chairman of the Committee of the 
County first named in each District ; of which appointment 
such Chairman shall give reasonable notice to the Chair- 
men of the other Committees within his District ; which 
Deputies, or a majority of them, the whole having such 
reasonable notice, shall be a District Committee for the 
purposes of this Ordinance, and proceed to the nomination 
and appointment of Officers in the same manner as is di- 
rected by a former Ordinance of Convention. 

And for the more regular embodying the several Regi- 
ments, and stationing the Troops for the protection of the 
several parts of this Colony, Be it ordained, That the 
Committee of Safety shall allot certain Companies to each 
Regiment, and appoint the station of such Regiment ; of 
which notice shall be given to the County and District Com- 
mittees where such Companies are expected to be raised ; 
which Committees, at the time of their granting certificates 
of the completion of the Companies, shall order each Com- 
pany to march to the station, and certify the same, and the 
distance to such station, to the Committee of Safety. 

And to prevent unreasonable delay in such march, Be it 
ordained, That the Officers and Men shall receive no mora 
pay, from the date of such marching orders to the time of 
their arrival at their station, than after the rate of one day's 
pay for every fifteen miles, according to the distance, unless 
delayed by bad weather, or unavoidable accidents, of which 
the Committee of Safety shall judge and determine before 
they grant a warrant for the pay of any Company. 

And for making a certain provision for Cadets, Be it 
ordained, That every Cadet who shall enter into the ser- 
vice, with the approbation of the Commanding-Officer of 
the respective Regiment which he is willing to join, shall 
be allowed the pay and provision of a Private Soldier, and 
be found the like tents, allowing one to every four Cadets. 

And be it further ordained, That in case any vacancies 
should happen, by deaths or otherwise, among the Com- 
missioned-Officers, the same shall be supplied, from time to 
time, by regular succession, in course of seniority ; and, in 
case of a defect of Officers to supply such succession, the 
Commanding-Officer of the Regiment shall fill up the va- 
cancy out of the Cadets, if any, paying due regard to their 
seniority ; and, if there be no Cadets, out of such others as 
he may think proper, with the approbation of the Commit- 
tee of Safety. 

And that the Companies may be kept complete, from 
time to time, Be it further ordained, That if any vacancies 
should happen among the Private Men, the Commanding- 
Officer of the Regiment shall supply the same by new re- 
cruits, in the best and most expeditious manner he may be 
able. 

And be it further ordained, That the Soldiers to be rais- 
ed shall be enlisted on the terms following, to wit : That 
they shall continue in the service so long as may be judged 
necessary, by the General Congress, or by the General Con- 
vention or General Assembly of this Colony, but not be 
compelled to continue more than two years from the 10th 
day of April next. 

Provided, Any Soldier or Soldiers do give the Com- 
manding-Officer three months previous notice, in writing, 
of his or their desire to be discharged at the end of such, 
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period ; and, if it shall be judged expedient to disband the 
Army before the expiration of the said two years, that then 
each Soldier discharged within that time shall be entitled 
to and receive six weeks pay over and above what is ac- 
tually due to him. That the pay of each Captain, Lieu- 
tenant, and Ensign, shall commence on the day of his ap- 
pointment, by the District or County Committees ; of the 
Chaplain, and "all the Subaltern Officers, on the days of 
their respective appointments ; of the common Soldiers, on 
the days of their enlisting ; and that the pay of the several 
Field and Staff Officers shall commence on the days of 
their being called into duty by the Committee of Safety. 

Provided always, That no Recruiting Officer shall be 
allowed to enlist into the service any servant whatsoever, 
eXCept apprentices bound under the laws of this Colony, nor 
any such apprentice unless the consent of his master be Gist 
had in writing ; neither any man unless he be five feet four 
inches high, healthy, strong made, and well limbed, not 
deaf, or subject to fits. 

And be it further ordained, That the Soldiers to be en- 
listed, and the several Sergeants appointed, or to be ap- 
pointed, shall] at the expense of the publick, be furnished 
each with one good musket and bayonet, cartouch box, or 
pouch, and canteen ; and, until such musket can be provi- 
ded, that they bring with them the best gun of any other 
Sort that they can procure ; and that they also bring with 
them (if to be had) one blanket each ; and that such as are 
to act as riflemen, bring with them one good rifle and toma- 
hawk each, to be approved by their Captain ; for the use 
of which guns they shall be allowed as follows, to wit : For 
the smooth-bores, or muskets, after the rate of twenty 
shillings, and for the rifles and tomahawks after the same 
rate by the year, and for the blanket so much as by the 
judgment of any Field-Officer of his Regiment the same 
shall be considered to be worth at the time it is produced. 
That each common Soldier, not already sufficiently provi- 
ded, in the opinion of his Commanding-Officer, shall be 
provided with sufficient clothing, at the expense of the 
publick, to be deducted out of his pay, and also to be al- 
lowed by the publick a hunting-shirt, a pair of leggins, and 
binding for his hat. 

* Provided, If any Minute-man who has been already 
furnished with such articles shall enter into the regular 
service, he shall have no further allowance. 

And be it further ordained, That, over and above the 
Rifle Companies belonging to the German Regiment, there 
be raised seventeen Companies of expert Riflemen, in the 
following Counties, that is to say : In the Counties of Bed- 
ford and Loudoun, each two Companies ; in the Counties 
of Albemarle, Amherst, Berkeley , Botetourt, Buckingham, 
Charlotte, Culpepper, Dunmore, Fauquier, Halifax, 
Orange, Pittsylvania, and Prince Edward, each one Com- 
pany ; which shall be allotted by the Committee of Safety 
to the respective Regiments, as before directed. 

And be it further ordained, That proper Medicine 
Chests, and Surgeons' Instruments, be provided; at the ex- 
pense of the publick. 

And be it further ordained, That the Pay of the Officers 
and Soldiers shall be as follows, to wit : To a Colonel, 
seventeen Shillings and six Pence ; to a Lieutenant-Col- 
onel, twelve Shillings and six Pence ; a Major, ten Shil- 
lings ; a Deputy Quartermaster-General, ten Shillings ; an 
Adjutant-General, twelve Shillings and six Pence ; a De- 
puty Adjutant-General, ten Shillings; a Captain, six Shil- 
lings ; a Lieutenant, four Shillings ; an Ensign, three Shil- 
lings; a Chaplain, ten Shillings ; an Adjutant, (holding no 
• other office,) six Shillings; if in other office, three Shil- 
lings ; to a Regimental Quartermaster, (holding, or not 
holding, any other office,) the same as to an Adjutant ; to 
a Sergeant-Major, to be appointed from amongst the most 
expert Sergeants, by the Commanding-Officer of the Re- 
giment, two Shillings and six Pence ; to a Quartermaster- 
Sergeant, two Shillings and six Pence ; to a Sergeant, two 
Shillings; to a Drum-Major, two Shillings; to a Corporal, 
Drummer, and Filer, each one Shilling and eight Pence ; 
and to each Private Soldier, one Shilling and four Pence ; to 
a Surgeon, ten Shillings ; and to a Surgeon's Mate, five 
Shillings per day. 

And be it further ordained, That one Company of Ar- 
tillery be forthwith raised, and taken into the pay of this 
'Colony, to consist of one Captain, three Lieutenants, one 



Sergeant, four Bombardiers, eight Gunners, and forty-eight 
Matrosses ; the Officers to be appointed and commissioned 
by the Committee of Safety, and the Non-Commissioned 
Officers and Gunners to be appointed by the Captain ; the 
pay of whom shall commence on the days of their several 
appointments and enlistments, and be as follows : To a 
Captain, eight Shillings ; a Lieutenant, six Shillings ; a Ser- 
geant, four Shillings ; a Bombardier, three Shillings ; a Gun- 
ner, two Shillings and six Pence; and each Matross, two 
Shillings per day ; which Company, when complete, shall be 
passed and reviewed by such person as the said Committee 
of Safety shall appoint, and take the oath and subscribe the 
articles directed by this Ordinance for the other Forces, and 
be subject to the like rules and regulations. 

And for the greater security of the Inhabitants of this 
Colony from depredations of the enemy by water, Be it 
ordained, That the Committee of Safety shall, and they are 
hereby empowered and required to provide, from time to 
time, such and so many Armed Vessels as they may judge 
necessary for the protection of the several Rivers in (his 
Colony, in the best manner the circumstances of the coun- 
try will admit; and, to that end, to raise and take into pay 
a sufficient number of officers and men, as well sailors as 
marines, whose pay shall be settled by the Committee of 
Safety, not exceeding the following rates, to wit: To a 
Chief Commander of the whole, ^s Commodore, fifteen 
Shillings ; to a Master, ten Shillings; a First Mate, seven 
Shillings and six Pence ; a Second Mate, five Shillings ; a 
Boatswain, three Shillings ; a Common Sailor, two Shillings 
per day ; a Captain of Marines, six Shillings ; a Lieutenant, 
four Shillings ; a Midshipman, three Shillings ; a Marine, 
one Shilling and six Pence. 

Provided always, and be it further ordained, That, 
where the land service will admit of it, and the Officers and 
Soldiers of the regular forces shall be willing to enter upon 
any temporary expedition in such Armed Vessels, they may 
be allowed so to do, and shall receive pay according to the 
rates aforementioned ; which Officers, Sailors, and Marines, 
may be removed or disbanded by the said Committee of 
Safety, as they shall judge expedient. 

And be it further ordained, That the Colonel of each 
Regiment, when detached from the main body, on a se- 
parate command, shall be allowed a Secretary, to be ap- 
pointed by himself, who shall be allowed for his services 
four Shillings a day. 

And be it further ordained, That every Commissioned 
and Staff Officer shall be allowed a Tent ; and every two 
Sergeants shall have the same allowance; and that for every 
six Private Men there shall be provided a proper and suf- 
ficient Tent ; and that one Bell Tent for each Company shall 
also be provided, at the publick expense. 

And be it further ordained, That, for the more speedy 
supply of the Forces with Wagons, Tents, Bedding, Arms, 
Accoutrements, Clothes, Provisions, and all other necessa- 
ries, the Committee of Safety shall, and they are hereby 
required, to appoint some fit person, or persons, to provide 
Arms and Accoutrements, Clothes, Wagons, Tents, and 
Bedding, upon the best and cheapest terms, and also to 
appoint one or more Contractors or Commissaries, who are 
hereby required to use all possible despatch in purchasing 
such Provisions as shall be necessary for the Army, and in 
laying off the same in such convenient place, or places, as 
may best suit their different stations and marches. 

And for the more regular Pay of the Army, It is hereby 
ordained, That the Committee of Safety shall appoint one 
Paymaster to the first four of the said Regiments, and one 
Paymaster to the other four of the said Regiments, with a 
salary of one hundred and fifty Pounds per annum each, 
and one Assistant-Paymaster, who shall pay the troops on 
the frontiers, and shall be allowed such salary as shall be 
approved by the Committee of Safety for his services ; 
which Paymasters are also to act as Muster-masters. And 
it shall and may be lawful for the said Committee, from 
time to time, to issue their warrants to the Treasurer, ap- 
pointed by or pursuant to an Ordinance of this Convention, 
for paying the several Recruiting Officers, Commissioners, 
Commissaries, or Contractors, and Paymasters, by them ap- 
pointed ; and to all expresses, and other persons by them 
employed, in lesser services, so much money as the said 
Committee shall judge necessary for theirseveral purposes, 
taking proper security for the due disbursement and appli- 
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cation thereof, and makings proper and reasonable allow- 
ance to the several persons so to be appointed, for their 
trouble and expenses in conducting either branch of busi- 
ness to him or them assigned. And the said Committee of 
Safety shall have full power and authority to displace and 
remove from his office any person so by them appointed, 
either for misconduct or neglect of duty. And the said 
Treasurer is hereby required to pay all such sums as he may 
be directed, by such warrants, out of the publick money in 
his hands. 

And be it further ordained, That the said Committee 
of Safety shall have full power and authority, at such times 
and places as they may think necessary and convenient, to 
call all such persons who may receive any publick money 
for carrying into execution the purposes of this Ordinance, 
to a strict account ; and, upon examining their accounts, and 
finding them justly stated, certify the same, and, if neces- 
sary, to give proper acquittances and discharges. 

And whereas it may be necessary, for the publick se- 
curity, that the Forces to be raised by virtue of this Ordi- 
nance should, as occasion may require, be marched to dif- 
ferent parts of the United Colonies, and that the Officers 
should be subject to a proper control: Be it therefore 
ordained, by the authority aforesaid, That the Officers and 
Soldiers under their command shall, in all things not other- 
wise particularly provided for by this Ordinance and the 
Articles established for their regulation, be under the con- 
trol, and subject to the order, of the Committee of Safety. 

And whereas, in this time of danger, it is probable, from 
the exposed situation of this Colony, and the many navi- 
gable Rivers and Creeks therein, that the attempts of the 
enemy will be made on different parts thereof: For the bet- 
ter security and defence of the inhabitants: Be it further 
ordained, That the Regiments to be raised and augmented 
by virtue of this Ordinance shall be stationed in such parts 
of the Districts hereinafter mentioned as the Committee of 
Safety may judge most proper, that is to say : Between 
the Rivers of Potomack and Rappahannock, two Regi- 
ments; between Rappahannock and York River, two Re- 
giments ; between York and James River, two Regiments; 
and on the south side of James River, two Regiments ; 
and the said Committee of Safety shall have full power and 
authority, from time to time, to call the said Regiments, 
or such parts thereof as they may think proper, to any 
place within this Colony, to repel the invasion or attacks 
of the enemy; provided the Forces so ordered shall return 
to their respective stations so soon as the emergency shall 
cease; any thing in this, or any former Ordinance, to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

And for preserving proper rank, and establishing equal 
pay, among all the Officers of the Continental Army : Be 
it ordained, That all commissions already granted, or here- 
after to be granted, by the Committee of Safety, in pursu- 
ance of this and a former Ordinance of Convention, to any 
regular Officer, be, and the same are hereby declared void 
as soon as such Officer, or any other in his stead, shall be 
appointed or commissioned by the General Congress ; and 
the pay of every such officer shall, from the time of such 
appointment, and notice thereof to the Committee of Safety 
of this Colony, be the same as shall be settled by the said 
General Congress, any thing in this or the said Ordinance 
to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding. 

And whereas so much of the Ordinance, intituled An Or- 
dinance for raising and embodying a sufficient Force for the 
defence and protection of this Colony, as relates to the per- 
formance of battalion duty by the Minute-men, is found to 
be inconvenient : Be it further ordained, That so much 
of the said Ordinance as requires the said duty, be, and the 
same is hereby repealed. 

And be it further ordained, That, where the Officers of 
Minute-men heretofore appointed have failed Jo make up 
their Companies, and shall not complete the same within 
thirty days after the passing of this Ordinance, the Com- 
mittee of the County where any such failure hath happened 
are required to appoint other Officers to such Companies, 
in manner following, that is to say : where a Captain has 
not enlisted the number of twenty-five, a Lieutenant eigh- 
teen, and an Ensign twelve, in all such cases, the said Com- 
mittee shall appoint other Officers in the room of such 
Officers failing to enlist such number of men ; unless the 
failure of making up any Company has been occasioned 



by the men of the said Company enlisting into the Regular 
service; and the several Minute Captains are required, 
once in every month, to make return of the number of men 
enlisted into their Companies to the Commanding-Officers 
of their respective Districts, to be by them transmitted to 
the Committee of Safety. 

And be it further ordained, That, if any Officer of a 
Minute Company shall enter into the Regular service, the 
Committee of the County to which his Company belongs 
shall appoint another Officer to supply such vacancy ; also, 
when any of the Minute-men shall enlist into the Regular 
service, the Officer to whose Company such Soldier be- 
longed shall forthwith proceed to recruit and enlist others 
in their room. And if any Minute Company shall be or- 
dered into service before the same is complete, the same, 
if amounting to eighteen, shall go under the command of 
the Lieutenant; and if under that number, to be com- 
manded by the Ensign of the said Company. 

And be it further ordained, That each Minute-man 
who shall furnish himself with a good musket, or other gun, 
to be approved of by his Captain, shall be allowed by the 
publick ten Shillings per annum, as a consideration for the 
use thereof, and shall be liable to a fine of twenty Shillings 
for not appearing with the same when called on duty. 

And be it further ordained, That in lieu of the Oath to 
be taken by the Officers and Soldiers, either of Regulars 
or Minute-men, as directed by the Ordinance, intituled An 
Ordinance for the better government of the Forces to be 
raised and employed in the service of the Colony and Do- 
minion of Virginia, that the following Oath be by them 
hereafter taken, (except by the people called Quakers and 
Menonists, who are required to make a solemn Affirmation 
to the same effect,) to wit : " I, A B, do swear, that I will 
be faithful and true to the Colony and Dominion of Vir- 
ginia; that I will serve the same to the utmost of my 
power, in defence of the just rights of America, against all 
enemies whatsover; that I will, to the utmost of my abili- 
ties, obey the lawful commands of my superior Officers, 
agreeably \6 the Ordinances of the Convention and the 
Articles of War, to which I have subscribed, and lay down 
my arms peaceably, when required so to do, either by the 
General Convention or General Assembly of Virginia. 
So help me God." Which Oath shall be administered to 
the General and Field-Officers of the Regulars by the Com- 
mittee of Safety, and to the other Commissioned-Officers 
by the District or County Committee by whom such 
Officers shall be appointed ; and shall be administered to 
the other inferior Officers, and Men, by a Justice of the 
Peace, or any County or Corporation Committee-man, 
within twenty-four hours after the time of enlistment. 

And whereas, by a new election of Committee-men 
throughout this Colony, pursuant to an Ordinance of the 
last Convention, the power of the Deputies elected to form 
the District Committees is supposed to be at an end : Be 
it therefore ordained, That the Committees of the several 
.Counties and Corporations within this Colony, where the 
same hath not been already done since their last election, 
shall appoint such a number of their members respectively, 
as, in the former Ordinance for raising the Forces, is limited 
and directed, to meet in District Committees, who shall 
do and perform what remains to be done by such Com- 
mittees respectively, for carrying into execution this and 
the former Ordinance; and so, as often as a dissolution of 
any Committee, and a new election of others, shall take 
place, they shall proceed in like manner, to the new elec- 
tion of Deputies, to represent them in District Committee. 

Provided always, and be it further ordained, That 
where it shall be necessary to appoint a new Captain or 
Subaltern Commissioned-Officer of Minute-men, upon the 
death or resignation of one formerly nominated, or on his 
failing to raise the number of men required by this Ordi- 
nance, in that case, the appointment of such Officer shall 
be made by the Committee of the County or Corporation 
wherein the Company was to be raised ; and that all va- 
cancies among the Field-Officers of the Minute-men shall 
be rilled up by the District Committees, having regard to 
a regular succession of the Officers, according to their rank. 

And whereas, by the former Ordinance, the Committee 
of Safety are restrained from granting Commissions to the 
Officers in the Minute service until a return js made of the 
completion of the Battalions throughout the Colony, which 
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is found inconvenient : Be it therefore ordained, That 
upon a certificate of the review of any Company of Min- 
ute-men, as in the said Ordinance is directed, the Com- 
mittee of Safety shall issue Commissions to the Captain and 
Subaltern Officers appointed to command such Company, 
bearing date on the day they were or shall be reviewed ; 
and as soon as four Companies in any District shall appear 
to have been reviewed, shall grant a Commission to the 
Major, bearing date the day of the last Company's review ; 
where seven Companies are completed, shall also grant a 
Commission to the Lieutenant-Colonel, bearing the like 
date of the review of the last Company ; and, when the 
whole Battalion is completed, shall grant a Commission to 
the Colonel, to be dated the day of such completion ; any 
thing in the said former Ordinance contained to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

And be it further ordained, That where Minute Com- 
panies are called into duty together from several Districts, 
and no Field-Officer shall attend from either, the Com- 
mittee of Safety may appoint any Field-Officer in the 
Minute service to take the command of such detachment, 
during the time of their continuance in actual service. 

And be it further ordained, That hereafter no Dissent- 
ing Minister, who is not duly licensed by the General 
Court, or the Society to which he belongs, shall be ex- 
empted from bearing arms in the Militia of this Colony; 
and that Overseers, heretofore exempted, shall be obliged 
to furnish themselves with Arms and Ammunition, in the 
same manner as the Militia-men, and shall be obliged to 
act as Patrollers when thereto required by the Command- 
ing-Officer of the Militia of the County or Corporation 
wherein they reside ; and if any Militia-man or Overseer 
shall neglect or refuse so to do, he or they so refusing, 
shall be liable to a fine of five Shillings for every neglect 
or refusal, to be recovered and appropriated in the same 
manner as Militia fines are directed to be recovered and 
appropriated. 

And for the more expeditious, convenient, and speedy 
drafting into service Detachments of the Militia of this Co- 
lony, as occasion may require : Be it further ordained, 
That, at the general muster of the Militia, to be had in the 
month of March next, the Commanding Officer of each 
County or Corporation shall, by fair and equal lot, cause 
to be drawn out of each Company so many men as will 
amount to one-tenth part thereof, and cause the names of 
the persons so allotted to be enrolled, who shall from 
thenceforth be considered as the first division of Militia for 
such County or Corporation ; and that the Commanding 
Officer shall in like manner proceed, by lot, to fix, one 
after the other, the nine other divisions of the said Militia, 
enrolling their names in the second division, third, and so 
on, according to such allotment ; and thereafter, if the Mi- 
litia of such County or Corporation shall be called into 
duty, the same shall be performed by the divisions, in the 
order they shall so stand enrolled, one after another, so as 
to preserve the regular rotation of duty amongst them. 
And every person so enrolled, who shall fail to attend, 
when required, or find an able-bodied man to serve in his 
room, shall be subject to the fines imposed for the- like 
offence by the said recited Ordinance, to be by the Com- 
manding-Officer laid out in bounties to such Volunteers as 
shall be willing to serve in the room of the persons so re- 
fusing, if to be had, or otherwise to be appropriated as in 
the said Ordinance is directed. 

And be it further ordained, That the Commanding 
Officer shall appoint proper Officers to command the men 
so called into duty, according to the number, during the 
time of their being employed in actual service, having re- 
gard to the seniority and rank of the Officers of the County 
or Corporation in such appointment. 

Provided always, That if there shall, at any time, be 
a sufficient number of men, who will voluntarily enter into 
the service, to answer the demand made upon the Militia 
of any County or Corporation for such assistance, in that 
case, such Volunteers shall be accepted instead of calling 
on the divisions, as before directed. 

And le it further ordained, That the Militia or Volun- 
teers to be employed, if not well armed, shall be furnished 
with Arms out of such as belong to the County or Corpo- 
ration, to be returned as soon as they shall be discharged 
from the service. 



And whereas, by a former Ordinance, the Militia and 
Minute-men are exempted from musters in the month of 
February, which may be attended with inconvenience to 
the country, by retarding the discipline of those bodies of 
men : Be it therefore ordained, That so much of the 
said recited Ordinance as relates to the said exemption, 
be, and is hereby repealed ; and that the Minute-men and 
Militia shall do duty in the abovementioned month, in the 
like manner as is directed for the rest of the year. 

And be it further ordained, That the Commanding- 
Officer of the Militia of any County shall, when called 
out on duty, receive the same pay as the like Officer in 
the Minute service. 

And for the greater encouragement and promotion of the 
service, Be it further ordained, That there shall be ad- 
vanced and paid to the several regular Soldiers hereafter 
to be enlisted, a bounty of twenty Shillings, upon their 
enlistment ; and that the several regular Soldiers already 
enlisted shall be allowed the like bounty of twenty Shil- 
lings on their re-enlistment, to serve for such time as the 
Troops hereby to be raised shall be enlisted to serve; and 
that all regular Soldiers and Non-commissioned Officers 
shall be exempted from the payment of their personal 
taxes, during their continuance in the service. And if any 
of the Regulars, Minute, or Militia-men aforesaid, shall 
be so maimed or disabled as to be rendered incapable of 
maintaining themselves, they shall, upon their discharge, 
be supported at the expense of the publick. 

And be it further ordained, That the Court-Martial of 
each County and Corporation shall, and they are hereby 
required to appoint a Collector of all fines to be assessed 
at each sitting of such Court, by virtue of this and a for- 
mer Ordinance of Convention, who shall enter into, bond, 
with sufficient security, for the due collection and account- 
ing for all fines by them collected in consequence of such 
appointment, and is hereby required to demand and receive 
the several fines ordered by the Courts-Martial respectively 
to be levied ; and, in case of non-payment, on or before 
the tenth day of May, annually, to levy the same by dis- 
tress and sale of the goods of the person refusing, accord- 
ing to the laws enabling the sale of goods distrained for 
rent. And if any Collector shall fail to account for and 
pay what he shall have received, or might have received, 
of such fines, to the Receiver appointed for that purpose, 
deducting six per centum for his cornmission ' n collecting, 
it shall be lawful for the Court of the County or Corpora- 
tion, upon motion of the Receiver, to give judgment for the 
same, with costs, against such Collector and his securities, 
his or their executors and administrators, provided they 
have respectively ten days previous notice of such motion. 

And be it further ordained, That the fines inflicted for 
disobedience to this Ordinance shall be levied and applied 
as the fines are directed to be levied and applied by the 
Ordinance, entitled "An Ordinance for raising and embody- 
ing a sufficient Force for the defence and protection of this 
Colony." 

And to prevent the harbouring of Deserters from the 
Forces already, or hereby to be raised : Be it further 
ordained, That whoever shall harbour or conceal any 
person, being a Deserter, and knowing him to be such, for 
every such offence shall forfeit and pay the sum of five 
Pounds, or, on failure thereof, receive ten lashes on his or 
her bare back. 

And be it further ordained, That the Treasurer of this 
Colony shall and may apply the Money which may be in 
his hands, pursuant to an Ordinance of thejast Conven- 
tion, for the purposes of that and the other Ordinances and 
Resolutions of this and a former Convention; and if there 
shall be a deficiency, and the Continental Congress should 
not supply it, by taking our Troops, or part of them, into 
their pay, this Convention will make a further provision 
for the Troops raised, or to be raised. 

And whereas the Paper on which the Treasury Notes 
were directed to be issued by an Ordinance of the last 
Convention falls much short of the quantity expected : 
Be it further ordained, That the Treasurer of this Colo- 
ny for the time being shall, and he is hereby authorized 
to procure a sufficient quantity of other proper paper, to 
make up the deficiency ; to be used as directed by the said 
Ordinance, and for the purposes therein and hereby ap- 
pointed, and no other. 
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II. An Ordinance for appointing Sheriff's. 

Whereas, by an Act of Assembly made in the 22d year 
of the reign of his late Majesty King George II, entitled 
"An Act prescribing the method of appointing Sheriffs, and 
for limiting the time of their continuance in office, and di- 
recting their duty therein," it is, among other things, enact- 
ed, that every County Court of this Dominion shall an- 
nually, between the last day of June and the last day of 
August, present to the Governour, or Commander-in-Chief 
of this Colony for the time being, a list or recommenda- 
tion of_t]iree persons named in the commission of the 
peace for their County, one of which persons so recom- 
mended, shall thereupon be commissioned by the said 
Governour or Commander-in-Chief to execute the office 
of Sheriff of that County for the next ensuing year; and 
whereas/oAn Earl of Dunmore, His Majesty's Lieutenant 
and Governour-General of this Colony, hath withdrawn 
himself from the seat of his Government, and commenced 
hostilities against the good people of this Colony, hath 
also, by his Proclamation, declared martial law to be in 
force in this Colony, and refuseth to grant commissions for 
executing the office of Sheriffs, according to the directions 
of the said recited act ; whereby justice is and may be 
greatly delayed and hindered : 

For remedy whereof, Be it ordained by the Delegates and 
Representatives of the several Counties and Corporations 
within this Colony in the present General Convention, and 
it is hereby ordained by the authority of the same, That 
upon the_ expiration of the office of Sheriff of any County 
in this Colony, the Court of such County, instead of re- 
commending three persons to the Governour or Com- 
mander-in-Chief, to be by him commissioned to the office 
of Sheriff, shall, and they are hereby empowered and re- 
quired to nominate and appoint one of the persons named 
in the commission of the peace for their County to exe- 
cute the. office of Sheriff of their said County for one 
year; und the person so nominated and appointed shall 
have all the powers and authorities, and shall perform and 
execute the said office_ in as full and ample manner, as if 
appointed by commission from the Governour or Comman- 
der-in-Chief of this Colony, according to the direction of 
the said recited act. And the person so nominated and 
appointed, before he enters upon his office, shall take the 
oath of office, and enter into bonds with sufficient security, 
agreeebly to the laws now in force. And if any person 
shall refuse to accept the said office, the Court shall pro- 
ceed to appoint another in the room of the person so re- 
fusing, who shall give the like bonds and security, and take 
the oath of office as aforesaid. - 

Provided always, That so soon as the executive pow- 
ers of Government in this Colony are restored to their 
proper channel, and other Sheriffs shall be appointed pur- 
suant to the said Act of Assembly, that the persons who 
may be appointed to the office of Sheriff by the County 
Courts in manner aforesaid shall cease to execute the said 
office, and the powers hereby given shall be revoked. 

III. An Ordinance for amending an Ordinance, entitled 
"An Ordinance for providing Arms and Ammunition 
for the use of this Colony.'" 

Whereas it is_ foqnd that an Ordinance of the last Con- 
vention, entitled "An Ordinance for providing Arms and 
Ammunition for the use of this Colony," is insufficient, in 
this time of imminent danger: Be it therefore ordained, 
by the Delegates and Representatives of the several Coun- 
ties and Corporations within this Colony and Dominion of 
Virginia, now in General ^Convention assembled , and it is 
hereby ordained by the authority of the same, That the 
Committee of Safety for the time being may, and they are 
hereby required to contract, upon the best terms they can, 
with such Gunsmiths, or others, as they may approve, for 
manufacturing or supplying such quantity of Arms as they 
shall judge proper for the defence of this Colony. 

Provided, That such contract for Rifles shall not be 
made to continue longer than the first day of July next, 
and for Muskets longer than twelve months from the pas- 
sing of this Ordinance. 

And for^the more speedy and effectual providing of 
Powder, Be it further ordained by the authority afore- 



said, That the Committee of Safety may, and they are 
hereby required to contract with proper persons willing to 
manufacture the same on the publick account, and to erect, 
or cause to be erected, one or more Powder Mills, at the 
publick expense, at such places as the said Committee of 
Safety may judge to be free from danger, and conveniently 
situated with respect to the Colony in general. 

And be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Saltpetre and Sulphur purchased, or to be pur- 
chased, for the use of this Colony, be subject to the dis- 
position of the Committee of Safety, for the purposes last 
mentioned. 

IV. An Ordinance for reviving and amending an Or- 
dinance appointing a Committee of Safety. 

Whereas an Ordinance of the last Convention, entitled 
"An Ordinance appointing a Committee of Safety, for the 
more effectual carrying into execution the several Rules 
and Regulations established by this Convention for the 
protection of this Colony," did expire on the meeting of 
this Convention, and it is necessary that a new Committee 
be appointed for the purposes aforesaid : Be it therefore 
ordained, by the Delegates deputed to represent the seve- 
ral Counties and Corporations within this Colony, in the 
present General Convention, and it is hereby ordained by 
the authority of the same, That Dudley Digges, the Hon. 
John Page, Paul Carrington, Edmund Pendleton, James 
Mercer, Thomas Ludwell Lee, William Cabell, Richard 
Bland, Joseph Jones, John Tabb, and Thomas Walker, 
Esquires, be, and they are hereby appointed and declared 
a Committee of Safety throughout this Colony; and they, 
or any six or more of them, shall have and exercise all 
the powers and authorities given to the Committee of 
Safety in and by the said recited Ordinance or any other 
Ordinance or Resolution of Convention, from and after the 
passing hereof, until the end of the next session of the 
General Convention, or for one year, in case the Conven- 
tion should not meet within that time. 

And be it further ordained, by the authority aforesaid, 
That the said Committee of Safety shall have full and am- 
ple powers, during the recess of Convention, to direct all 
such measures and military operations, as, in their judgment, 
shall be necessary for the publick security. 

And be it further ordained, That the said Committee 
of Safety shall and may appoint one assistant Clerk, when 
they shall think the same necessary, who shall have such 
allowance as shall be thought reasonable by the General 
Convention. 

And whereas the time of continuance of the Officers in 
the service of this Colony, and the manner of resignation, 
have been doubted, Be it declared and ordained, That all 
Officers now or hereafter to be appointed, shall continue in 
service so long as the Regiments, to which they belong, 
shall be kept up, and that no Officer hath or shall have 
right to resign, but with the consent of the Convention or 
Committee of Safety of this Colony. 

Provided, Any Officer willing to resign, may do so at 
the expiration of the time for which the Private-men are 
or shall be enlisted, on giving the like previous notice of 
such intention as is required of such Private-men. 

And be it further ordained, That Thomas Everard and 
James Cocke, Esqrs., shall be and they are hereby appoint- 
ed Commissioners, to examine, state, and settle such Ac- 
counts as shall be referred to them for that purpose by the 
Committee of Safety; each of which Commissioners shall 
be allowed such salary as the Convention or Committee 
of Safety shall determine. 



V. An Ordinance for establishing Tobacco Payments du- 
ring the discontinuance of the Inspection Law, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned . 

Whereas, by reason of the expiration of an Act of Gen- 
eral Assembly, for improving the staple of Tobacco, and 
preventing frauds in His Majesty's Customs, the people in 
this Colony may be subjected to great difficulties for want 
of a certain mode of making Tobacco Payments for levies 
or other debts, and sundry disputes may arise between them 
and the officers or creditors, which may increase the con- 
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fusions in the Colony, already too much convulsed by the 
unhappy disputes with Great Britain: 

For remedy whereof, Be it ordained, by the Delegates 
and Representatives of the people of this Colony, now 
met in General Convention, and by the authority of the 
same, That it shall and may be lawful for any person who 
shall be indebted for levies or other demands, payable in 
Tobacco, to discharge the same by good, sound, and mer- 
chantable Tobacco, leaf or stemmed, tied up in bundles, 
and clear of trash and dirt; and if the collector or creditor 
shall refuse to receive Tobacco tendered in such payment, 
on account of its not being clean, sound, or merchantable, 
it shall be referred to two judicious neighbours, to be chosen 
one by each of them, (or if one shall refuse to nominate, 
the other may choose them both,) who, being sworn to 
give an impartial judgment, shall determine the point be- 
tween the parties ; and if they disagree, they shall choose 
a third person, who shall be sworn in like manner, and his 
judgment shall be final ; the payments of levies and rents 
to be made on the plantation of the debtor, with a reason- 
able allowance, in cases of rents, for the charge of carry- 
ing the same to the next inspection ; in other cases, at the 
place appointed by the contract. 

And be it further ordained, That where the Vestries 
shall not have compounded with their Ministers for his re- 
ceiving money in lieu of Tobacco for his salary, according 
to a late Act of Assembly, in such case the Collector of 
the Parish Levy shall convey the Tobacco, so to be re- 
ceived for levies, to the house of the Minister, who shall 
receive the Tobacco, so brought from time to lime, until 
his full salary of sixteen thousand pounds of Tobacco, with 
the allowance of four per cent, for cask, and four per cent, 
for shrinkage, with the usual expense for transporting the 
same to the nearest publick landing, on some navigable 
river, is fully paid ; and the residue of the Tobacco, so to 
be received, shall be by the Collector carefully prized up 
into hogsheads, and sold, according to the directions of 
the last mentioned act ; but this is not to extend to or 
affect such Counties or Parishes where by law the. inha- 
bitants are allowed to pay their levies at a certain price in 
money. 

And be it further declared and ordained, That the seve- 
ral Vestries shall be empowered to levy for the Collector 
of their several levies, such additional allowance for his 
trouble in collecting the Tobacco in manner aforesaid, as 
to them shall seem reasonable, according to the extent of 
the Parish ; and shall also allow the Minister two Shillings 
and six Pence for every thousand pounds of Tobacco by 
him received for his salary as aforesaid, for prizing up the 
same. 

And whereas five of the members of the Vestry of the 
Parish of Frederick, in the County of Frederick, have re- 
signed their said offices, and another of the members being 
dead, there doth not remain a sufficient number to hold a 
Vestry for the purpose of electing others to fill up the said 
vacancies, by reason whereof the maintenance of the Poor, 
and other parochial affairs in the said Parish, are wholly 
neglected: Be it therefore further ordained, That it be, 
and is hereby recommended to the several members of the 
said Vestry, who have so resigned their offices, to resume 
the same ; and upon their so doing, or so many of them as 
with the resuming members will make a Vestry, that such 
resumption be entered in the Vestry-book, and from thence- 
forth the Vestrymen, so remaining, shall have the same 
power to act in all things pertaining to the said office, as if 
they had never resigned the same. 

And be it further ordained, That if a sufficient num- 
ber of the said resigning members, as with the others will 
make a Vestry, shall not agree to resume their offices with- 
in two months from the passing hereof, that then the said 
Vestry shall be dissolved, and the Freeholders and House- 
keepers of the said Parish, at such time and place as shall 
be appointed by the Sheriff of the said County, shall pro- 
ceed to elect twelve able and discreet persons, in the 
usual and accustomed, manner, to be Vestrymen of the said 
Parish; and the persons so elected, having taken an oath 
before the County Court well and truly to execute their 
office as Vestrymen, and subscribed to be conformable to 
the doctrine and discipline of the Church of England, shall 
be, to all intents and purposes, the Vestry of the said Pa- 
rish. 



VI. An Ordinance to amend an Oruinance, entitled "An 
Ordinance for regulating the election of Delegates, and 
ascertaining their allowances, and also for regulating 
the election of Committee-men in the several Counties 
and Corporations ivithin this Colony, and for other pur- 
poses therein mentioned." 

Whereas, by the extreme badness of the weather and 
other unavoidable accidents, the Freeholders, and others 
qualified to vote at the election of Committees for several 
Counties and Corporations in this Colony, were prevented 
from assembling at the times and places directed by an Or- 
dinance, passed at the last Convention, entitled "An Ordi- 
nance for regulating the election of Delegates, and ascer- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committee-men in the several Counties and Corpora- 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned," by means whereof no Committees have been 
or can now be regularly chosen, to act in sucTi Counties 
and Corporations until the next general election : 

Be it therefore ordained, by the Delegates deputed to 
represent the several Counties and Corporations within 
this Colony, in the present General Convention, and it is 
hereby ordained, by the authority of the same, That the 
Freeholders, and others qualified to vote for Committees 
in such Counties and Corporations as have not chosen 
Committees pursuant to the said recited Ordinance, shall, 
and they are hereby required to meet at the respective 
places by the said Ordinance appointed, as soon after the 
passing this Ordinance as publick notice can be given, and 
delivered in, to the Chairman of the last preceding Com- 
mittee, or, in case of his absence or refusal to act, to the 
Clerk of such Committee, or, in case of his absence or re- 
fusal to act, to one of the Delegates of such County or 
Corporation, a list of twenty-one persons, qualified as by 
the said recited Ordinance is directed, to serve as a Com- 
mittee for such County or Corporation, until the next gene- 
ral election ; which several lists shall be fairly counted by 
the person receiving the same, in the presence of so many 
of the preceding Committee as may choose to attend, and 
publication shall be made of the several persons having a 
majority of votes, who are hereby declared to be duly 
elected a Committee to serve as aforesaid ; and the said 
Committees shall have the like power and authority, and 
be governed in their proceedings by the same rules and 
regulations as directed by the said recited Ordinance; and 
in case of the death, resignation, cr removal of any mem- 
ber of a County or Corporation Committee, already or , 
hereafter to be elected, such vacancy shall be supplied liy 
the choice of the rest of the Committee. 

Provided, and be it further ordained, That in the 
County of Norfolk, the Court-House being lately de- 
stroyed by the enemy, the election of a Committee for 
that County may be at any other convenient place therein 
as shall be appointed by the person undertaking the man- 
agement of such election, any thing in the said recited Or- 
dinance to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Whereas the time appointed for the general election of 
Committees is, from experience, found inconvenient : Beit 
ordained, That from and after the passing of this Ordi- 
nance, the time for making general elections of Commit- 
tees, in the several Counties and Corporations in this Co- 
lony, shall, and the same is hereby declared to be on the 
Court days of the respective Counties and Corporations, 
in the month of October, annually. 

And it is hereby ordained, That so much of the said 
recited Ordinance as relates to the fixing the lime of elect- 
ing Committees, shall be, and the same is hereby re- 
pealed. 

And whereas, by the said recited Ordinance, no provi- 
sion is made for reimbursing the County and Corporation 
Committees for any expense they may be put to in em- 
ploying Messengers to summon persons before them, de- 
spatching and forwarding Expresses, and other necessary 
expenses upon the publick service : Be it ordained, That 
the Chairman of the respective Committees, incurring such 
expense, shall certify the same to the Committee of Safety, 
who are hereby empowered to issue their Warrants, from 
time to time, to the Treasurer, for the payment thereof; 
and that the allowance to the Clerks of the several Com- 
mittees be paid in like manner by the Treasurer, instead 
of being levied by the County Court, as formerly directed . 
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And whereas the election of the present Committee for 
the County of Caroline was not made agreeably to the 
afore-recited Ordinance : Be it ordained, That the said 
Committee of the County of Caroline be, and the same is 
hereby dissolved. 

And be it further ordained, That the former Commit- 
tee of the said County shall proceed to the choice of three 
of their members to judge of the qualification of voters ; 
and that the Freeholders of the said County, at such time 
as shall be appointed by the late Chairman, of which pub- 
lick notice shall be given, shall proceed to the election of 
another Committee, pursuant to the directions of the first 
recited and this present Ordinance. 

And be it further ordained, That the Chairman, Clerk, 
or Delegate, shall cause publick notice to be given of the 
time appointed for such election, at every Parish Church 
in his respective County or Corporation, two several Sun- 
days before the day of such election. 

VII. An Ordinance for establishing a mode of punish- 
ment for the enemies to America in this Colony. 

Whereas the most dangerous attempts have been made, 
by some persons in this Colony, to subvert the rights and 
liberties of the inhabitants ; and whereas, by a Declaration 
of this Convention, a humane disposition towards such of- 
fenders has fully been manifested, who, notwithstanding, 
have failed to avail themselves thereof, and return to that 
duty which they owe both to this country and the rights of 
mankind ; and whereas it is become necessary to declare 
what are and shall be considered as offences, to the end a 
regular mode of punishment may be established, and equal 
right and justice administered to all persons within this 
Colony : 

Be it therefore ordained, by the Delegates of the peo- 
ple assembled in General Convention, and it is hereby 
ordained, by the authority of the same, That if any white 
person, or persons, who have been in arms against this 
Colony, shall fail to surrender himself, or themselves, to 
the Committee of Safety, within two months from the pub- 
lication of this Ordinance ; and if any white person, or 
persons, shall hereafter aid or assist the enemy, by inlist- 
ing Soldiers, giving intelligence, or furnishing them with 
Arms, Provision, or Naval Stores, or shall bear arms against 
this Colony ; all and every such person, or persons, so 
having borne arms, or hereafter offending in manner afore- 
said, shall, upon being convicted as hereafter mentioned, 
be liable to be imprisoned, or otherwise confined, in such 
manner as the Committee of Safety may direct. And 
proper persons shall be appointed by the Committee of 
Safety to take possession of their estates, both real and 
personal, and to cultivate the same to the best advantage, 
and pay the profits thence arising into the hands of the 
Treasurer of this Colony for the time being, to be dispo- 
sed of towards satisfying the just debts of such delinquent, 
to be ascertained by the Committee of Safety ; and the re- 
sidue for the publick use, in such manner as the said Com- 
mittee shall think most for the advantage of this Colony. 
And the principal estates shall be subject to the future de- 
termination of the Convention. 

Provided, nevertheless, The Committee of Safety shall 
have full power and authority to pardon such as have here- 
tofore been or shall be in arms against this Colony, or shall 
otherwise offend as aforesaid, upon being satisfied of his or 
their repentance, and desire to be restored to the confidence 
of this Colony, and returning to his or their duty ; and in all 
such cases, the said Committee of Safety shall state the 
case of each offender to the Convention, to enable them 
to determine what should be done with their estates. 

And whereas it is essential to the peace, the happiness, 
and safety of this Colony, that the Continental Association 
should be strictly observed, and that all violators of the 
same should be duly punished : 

Be it further ordained, That from and after the pas- 
sing of this Ordinance, all Merchants, Traders, or other 
persons who shall import into this Colony any goods, 
wares, or merchandise, contrary to the said Continental 
Association, (except in cases allowed by the General Con- 
gress, or the General Convention,) shall forfeit the goods, 
wares, or merchandise, so imported ; and if any person, 



or persons, so offending, shall refuse or fail to deliver up 
the said goods, wares, or merchandise, when required by 
the Committee of Safety so to do, he, she, or they, so re- 
fusing or failing, shall forfeit and pay the full value thereof 
in money ; and, in either case, shall, moreover, be for ever 
rendered incapable of trading in this Colony. And if any 
person, or persons, shall hereafter put on board any vessel, 
or vessels, for exportation, or shall hereafter export any pro- 
duce of this Colony contrary to the said Association, ex- 
cept as aforesaid, he, she, or they, so offending, shall forfeit 
the cargo, or cargoes, so put on board or exported, or the 
value thereof; and all and every vessel, or vessels, in which 
any such goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be imported, 
or in which any such produce shall be exported, shall be, 
moreover, forfeited to the use of this Colony, apd the 
moneys arising therefrom paid into the Treasury, for the 
publick use. 

Provided, nevertheless, That no such vessel or vessels 
aforesaid shall be forfeited, except the value of the goods, 
wares, and merchandise, therein imported, or of the pro- 
duce exported, exceed the sum of twenty Pounds ster- 
ling. 

And be it further ordained, That if any person, or 
persons, shall hereafter, by writing, or otherwise, order any 
goods, wares, or merchandise whatsoever, to be imported 
into this Colony contrary to the Continental Association, 
except as aforesaid, all and every such person, or persons, 
so offending, shall, upon conviction thereof, be for ever ren- 
dered incapable of trading in this Colony ; and every such 
offender, so convicted, who shall trade within this Colony 
contrary to this Ordinance, shall suffer, for every such 
offence, three months imprisonment, without bail or main- 
prize. 

And whereas it is expedient and necessary, the better 
to determine all offences within this Ordinance, and for the 
more speedy carrying into execution the several penalties 
and forfeitures incurred thereby, that persons should be 
appointed to take cognizance of the same : Be it there- 
fore ordained, That John Blair, James Holt, and Ed- 
mund Randolph, Esquires, or any two of them, be, and 
they are hereby constituted Judges to trjr and determine 
on all matters relating to vessels and their cargoes ; which 
said judges shall have power to appoint an Advocate, Clerk, 
and such other person as they may think proper to act as 
Marshal, who shall, from time to time, execute all process 
of the said Court, to be issued and signed by the Clerk 
thereof. And all witnesses who shall be summoned, and 
fail to appear and attend the said Court, on such day as. 
their attendance was required, shall forfeit and pay the sum 
of fifty shillings, for which the said Court shall have power 
to give judgment, and award execution thereupon ; and the 
said fines, when recovered, shall be paid to the Treasurer 
for the time being, for the use of this Colony. 

Provided always, That any witness failing to appear 
before and attend the said Court, as aforesaid, shall, at any 
time within three months, be allowed such excuse as the 
said Court may think reasonable; and every witness at- 
tending the said Court shall have the same allowance as a 
witness attending the General Court. 

And be it further ordained, That, in all cases of con- 
demnation made of vessels or cargoes by the said Court, the 
person, or persons, proprietors thereof, shall, if they incline 
so to do, have an appeal to the Committee of Safety, on 
giving bond and security, in the sum of twenty Pounds, 
for duly prosecuting such appeal within thirty days from 
the time of granting the same ; and the determination of 
the said Committee of Safety thereupon shall be conclu- 
sive. And in all cases where no such appeal shall be de- 
sired, the said Court shall appoint the Marshal to sell and 
dispose of such condemned vessels and cargoes. 

And be it further ordained, That the Judges aforesaid 
shall, before entering upon the execution of their office, 
take the following Oath, to be administered by the Com- 
mittee of Safety, to wit : " I . . . , do swear, that I will 
truly and faithfully execute the office of a Judge of Ad- 
miralty, according to an Ordinance of Convention ; and 
that I will do equal right and justice to all men, to the best 
of my judgment, without favour, affection, or partiality. So 
help me God." And the said Judges, being so sworn, shall 
administer the following Oath to the Clerk and Marshal, that. 
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is to say : " I . . . , do swear, that I will well and truly 
demean myself (as Clerk or Marshal, as the case may be) 
in the execution of my office ; and that I will faithfully 
and truly, to the best of my power, execute all orders of 
the Court of Admiralty, without favour, affection, or par- 
tiality. So help me God." 

And be. it further ordained, That the Judges, being so 
qualified, shall meet at such place within this Colony as 
they may think most proper for the execution of their said 
office, and shall have full power and authority to adjourn 
from day to day, and from time to time, to such other place 
as tQ them may appear necessary. And there shall be al- 
lowed a_nd paid to each of the said Judges, by the Trea- 
sUfSr'for the time being, the sum of twenty-five shillings 
pef day for each day of sitting in, or travelling to or from, 
the said Court, for their services ; and that there shall also 
be paid to the Advocate, Clerk, and Marshal of the said 
Court, so much for their services as shall be thought rea- 
sonable, in the opinion of the Judges of the said Court, for 
each respective capture. And the said Judges shall have 
full power and authority to displace or remove, at any time, 
such officers of their appointment as to them shall appear 
necessary. 

And. be it further ordained, That the Committee of 
Safety may, and they are hereby required to commission 
five members of the Committee of each County in this 
Colony, to be recommended to them by the respective 
County Committees, to take cognizance of, and determine, 
all offences contained in this Ordinance which may arise 
within their: respective Counties, except such as relate to 
vessels and their cargoes; which said Commissioners, so 
appointed, shall take an oath well and truly to discharge 
the duty of Commissioners for their respective Counties, 
agreeably to this Ordinance, which oath shall be first taken 
by the person first named in the said commission, in the 
presence of the other Commissioners, and by him after- 
wards administered to them. And the said Commissioners, 
or any three of them, shall be and they are hereby consti- 
tuted ajCourt for the purposes aforesaid, with full power 
and authority to meet at the Court-house of their respec- 
tive Counties, or such other convenient place as they may 
think proper; and the Clerk of the Committee of the said 
Cqunty, and the Sheriff thereof, having first taken the like 
oath, of office .directed to be taken by the officers of the 
Court of Admiralty, shall attend the said Court, and in all 
things perform the duties of their respective offices, in like 



manner as is directed for the officers of the Court of Ad- 
miralty, which said officers shall be paid by the Treasurer 
of this Colony such reasonable allowance for their services 
as the said Court shall direct. 

And be it further ordained, That in all trials pursuant 
to this Ordinance, the Commissioners aforesaid shall cause 
a jury to be summoned, and proceed in the same manner 
as hath been heretofore observed for the trial of civil causes 
in this Colony; and in case of condemnation, the said 
Court shall appoint Commissioners for taking care of and 
managing the estate of the offenders as aforesaid, in such 
manner as is hereinbefore directed. 

Provided, nevertheless, The defendant or defendants 
shall have liberty to appeal, as aforesaid, to the Commit- 
tee of Safety, whose judgment shall be final. 

And be it further ordained, That if any slave, or slaves, 
shall be hereafter taken in arms against this Colony, or in 
the possession of an enemy, through their own choice, the 
Committee of Safety shall have full power and authority 
to transport such slave, or slaves, to any of the foreign West- 
India Islands, there to be disposed of by sale, and the mo- 
ney arising from such sale to be laid out in the purchase of 
Arms and Ammunition, or otherwise applied to the use of 
this Colony, as the Committee of Safety shall judge most 
proper; and in case such slaves, so taken in arms, or in 
the possession of an enemy, cannot be transported with 
convenience to this Colony, the same shall be disposed of 
for the use of this Colony, or returned to the owneT or 
owners of such slaves, or otherwise dealt with according 
to an act of Assembly for punishing slaves committing 
capital offences, as the Committee of Safety may judge 
most proper. 

Provided always, and be it further ordained, That the 
owner or owners of such slave shall be paid, by the Trea- 
surer of this Colony for the time being, the full amount of 
such sale, or value of such slaves, after deducting the ex- 
penses and charge of transportation ; which said valuation 
shall be made by the Commissioners in each County afore- 
said, and certified to the Committee of Safety, who shall 
thereupon grant their warrant, directed to the Treasurer, 
for payment of the value of such slave as aforesaid. 

And be it further ordained, That this Ordinance shall 
be published at the Court-house of each County, by the 
Sheriff; and at the several Churches and Meeting-houses 
in each Parish, by the clerk or reader, immediately after 
divine service. 



ADDRESS Or THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE CITY OF CAR- 
: L-_ LISLE. 

Address of the Gentlemen and principal Inhabitants of 
the City of Carlisle, presented to His Majesty by Thomas 
Graham, M. D. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen and principal In- 
habitants of the City of Carlisle. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We humbly beg leave to approach your sacred person, 
;and acknowledge in your presence the deep sense we enter- 
'tain of youj Majesty's unexampled patronage of the su- 
premest of blessings — the liberty of the subject. 

Penetrated with your unceasing attention to cherish and 
^advance to luxuriant maturity this birthright of Britons, 
we behold with horror the base innovations and black in- 
gratitude of rebellious Americans. 

Struek with admiration of your Majesty's wise and leni- 
ent measures, we beg leave to assure your Majesty that we 
will exert ourselves to the utmost in supporting the rights 
of the Crown, and the authority of Parliament; and that 
nothing, on our part, shall be wanting to counteract the 
frantic; and nefarious machinations of aristocratic or Repub- 
lican traitors,. 



ADDRESS. OF .THE .GENTLEMEN, CLERGY, FREEMEN, FREE- 
HOLDERS, ETC., OF DUBLIN. 

Address of. the .Gentlemen, Clergy, Freemen, Free- 
holders, Merchants, Traders, Manufacturers, and other 
•Citizens of Dublin, transmitted to the Right Honourable 



Lord Viscount Weymouth, one of His Majesty's principal 
Secretaries of State, and presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Freemen, 

Freeholders, Merchants, Traders, Manufacturers, and 

other Citizens of Dublin. 
May it please your Majesty : 

We, the Gentlemen, Clergy, Freemen, Freeholders, 
Merchants, Traders, Manufacturers, and other Citizens of 
Dublin, the metropolis of your Majesty's kingdom of Ire- 
land, feeling ourselves at this time particularly called upon, 
embrace with pleasure the opportunity of testifying to 
your Majesty our steadfast loyalty and zealous attachment 
to your sacred person, crown, and dignity ; for the preser- 
vation and honour of which we are, and ever shall be ready, 
to devote our lives and fortunes; truly sensible of the hap- 
piness we enjoy under your Majesty's mild and auspicious 
Government. 

We hear, with equal sorrow and astonishment, that 
many of your misguided subjects in America have with- 
drawn themselves from their allegiance to your Majesty. 
We lament that, influenced by the counsels of wicked and 
designing men, they have even dared to adopt a system 
tending to render themselves independent of the parent 
country ; yet, deeply affected by the troubles subsisting in 
the Colonies, we have the fullest reliance on your Majesty's 
wisdom and justice, that you will pursue with firmness such 
measures as may tend effectually to restore the violated 
rights of the British Empire. 

We feel ourselves bound at so important and critical a 
conjuncture, most humbly and zealously to lay our hearts 
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at the foot of the Throne, and to express our warmest grati- 
tude for your Majesty's paternal goodness to this your 
Kingdom of Ireland, so recently and so amply shown by 
several acts of the British Parliament for the encourage- 
ment of our commerce, manufactures, and agriculture. 
And our duty also leads us to acknowledge the grateful 
sense we entertain of your Majesty's peculiar indulgence, 
in sending to preside over us so excellent a Chief Gover- 
nour ; to whose faithful representation of our loyalty and 
attachment we attribute those important advantages which 
have flowed to us from your royal protection and favour. 

Alarmed with apprehensions for what we have heard, 
and grateful for the blessings we feel and enjoy, we cannot 
avoid fervently to offer our prayers to the Almighty for the 
preservation of your Majesty's royal person and family ; 
that your reign over us may be long and happy, and that 
you may ever triumph over the enemies of our glorious 
Constitution. 



• PAUL MICHEAU TO THE NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Richmond County, December 1, 1775. 

Sir : I received yours of the 24th ult. last night, and 
expected that our Committee had acquainted the Congress 
ere this of the state of the County relative to the choosing 
new Deputies. 

When 1 returned from Congress, I immediately acquaint- 
ed them that the Congress was dissolved, and had ordered 
the Committees in each County to convene the people to 
elect deputies, and desired them to advertise all such per- 
sons in the County as had a right to choose representatives 
in General Assembly. I am now to inform you, that, agree- 
ably to my request, a meeting of the Committee was called 
to advertise, and not a majority appearing, those that did 
appear, concluded they were not empowered to act. Since 
which nothing has been done. 

Should be glad the Congress would write the Committee 
to send their reasons for not convening the people. A list 
of their names you will see at bottom. 

The situation of my family is such, at present, that if the 
people should think proper to choose me again, I can, by 
no means, serve. 

That the present Congress may endeavour to keep tran- 
quillity and good order in our Province, and make peace 
with our mother country, is the sincere and fervent wish 
of, your most sincere friend and humble servant, 

Paul Micheau. 

P. S. Please to communicate this to the Congress. 
To Mr. Robert Benson. 

Committee's names : — Captain John Kettletas, Captain 
Christian Jacobson, Captain Cornelius Disisoway, Henry 
Ferine, David Latourette, Esq., Peter Mersereau, John 
Poillon, Moses Dupuy, Lambert Merrill, John Tyren, 
Joseph Christopher, George Barnes, Daniel Corsen. 



PROCLAMATION BY G0VERN0UR TRYON. 

By his Excellency, William Tryon, Esq., Captain-Gen- 
eral and Governour-in- Chief in and over the Province 
of New- York and the Territories depending thereon, 
in America, Chancellor and Vice- Admiral of the same. 
A Proclamation. 

Whereas the General Assembly of this Province stands 
prorogued to the sixth day of December instant, I have 
thought fit, for His Majesty's service, to prorogue, and I 
do by and with the advice of His Majesty's Council, fur- 
ther prorogue the said General Assembly to the first day 
of January next ; of which all His Majesty's subjects 
concerned therein are required to take notice, and govern 
themselves accordingly. 

Given under my hand and seal at arms, in the City of 
New-York, the first day of December, one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-five, in the sixteenth year of the reign 
of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of 
God, of Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, King, De- 
fender of the Faith, and so forth, tir m 

' Wm. Tryon. 

By his Excellency's command : 

Sam. Bayard, Jr., Secretary. 
God save the King. 



RECANTATION OF DAVID TAYLOR, JUN. 

Danbury, December 1, 1775. 
Whereas I have, for, some time past, spoken rashly and 
inadvertently about the Congress, particularly against the 
present mode of proceeding of the United Colonies, in- 
many of my past conversations, by which I have incurred 
the displeasure of many of my friends, and my country- 
men in particular : I therefore now most sincerely ask for- 
giveness of my friends and countrymen for those unfriendly 
speeches, and from real conviction do declare, that I am 
heartily sorry for my late conduct against my country, and 
further promise that, for the future, I will not directly or 
indirectly speak against the Continental, or any other Con- 
gress or Assembly struggling for their just liberties ; neither 
will I do any thing to frustrate any of the Colony Associa- 
tions, but, on the contrary, will do every thing in my power 
to aid and assist the United Colonies in opposing the wicked 
and tyrannical measures of the British Ministry, and make 
known all plots against America, which shall come to my 
knowledge, and, by my behaviour, hope to be again re- 
stored to the favour of my countrymen. 

David Taylor, Jun. 

To the Gentlemen of the Committee of the Town of Dan- 
bury. 

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL BURGOYNE. 

Camp on Prospect Hill, December 1, 1775. 

Dear Sir: As I am just informed you are ready to 
embark for England, I cannot refrain from once more tres- 
passing on your patience. An opportunity is now pre- 
sented of immortalizing yourself as the saviour of your 
country. The whole British Empire stands tottering on 
the brink of ruin, and you have it in your power to pre- 
vent the fatal catastrophe; but it will admit of no delay. 
For Heaven's sake avail yourself of the precious moment ; 
put an end to the delusion; exert the voice of a brave, 
virtuous citizen, and tell the people at home they must im- 
mediately rescind all the impolitick, iniquitous, tyrannical, 
murderous acts ; that they must overturn the whole fran- 
tic system, or that they are undone. You ask me, in your 
letter, if it is independence at which the Americans aim ? 
I answer, no ; the idea never entered a single American's 
head until a most intolerable oppression forced it upon them. 
All they required was to remain masters of their, own pro- 
perty, and be governed by the same equitable laws which 
they had enjoyed from the first formation of the Colonies. 
The lies of connection which bound them to their parent 
country were so dear to them, that he who. would have 
ventured to have touched them, would have been considered 
as the most impious of mortals ; but these sacred ties the 
same men who have violated or bafiied the most precious 
laws and rights of the people at home, dissipated or refused 
to account for their treasures, tarnished the glory, and anni- 
hilated the importance of the nation— -these sacjed ties, I 
say, so dear to every American, Bute and his tory admi- 
nistration are now rending asunder. 

You ask whether it is the weight of taxes of which they 
complain ? I answer, no ; it is the principle they combat ; 
and they would be guilty in the eyes of God and men, of 
the present world and all posterity, did they not reject it; 
for if it were admitted, they would have nothing that they 
could call their own. They would be in a worse condition 
than the wretched slaves in the ffest-lndifi [.Islands, whose 
little peculium has ever been esteemed inviolate. But 
wherefore should I dwell on this ? Is not the case of 
Ireland the same with theirs? They are subordinate to 
the British Empire, they are subordinate to the Parliament 
of Great Britain, but they tax themselves. Why, as the 
case is similar, do not you begin with them? But you 
know, Mr. Burgoyne, audacious as the Ministry are, they 
dare not attempt it. There is one part of your letter which 
I confess 1 do not thoroughly understand. If I recollect 
right, (for I unfortunately have not the letter by me,) you 
say that if the privilege of taxing themselves is what the 
Americans claim, the contest is at an end. You surely 
cannot allude to the propositions of North. It is impos- 
sible that you should not think with me, and all mankind, 
that these propositions are no more or less than adding to- 
a most abominable oppression a more abominable insult. 
But to recur to the question of America's aiming at inde- 
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pendence. Do any instructions of any one of the Provinces 
to their Representatives or Delegates, furnish the least 
ground for this suspicion? On the contrary, do they not 
all breathe the strongest attachment and filial piety for their 
parent country? But if she discards all the natural ten- 
derness of a mother, and acts the part of a cruel step-dame, 
it must naturally be expected that their affections cease ; 
the Ministry leave them no alternative — aut servire, aut 
alienarijubent. It is in human nature — it is a moral obli- 
gation, to adopt the latter. But the fatal separation has 
not yet taken place, and yourself, your single self, my friend, 
may perhaps prevent it. Upon the Ministry I am afraid 
you can make no impression. To repeat a hackneyed 
quotation, 

" They are in blood, 
Steep'd in so far, that should they wade no more, 
To return would be as tactions as to go o'er." 

But if you will at once break off all connections with these 
pernicious men — If you will waive all consideration but the 
salvation of your country, Great Britain may stand as 
much indebted to General Burgoyne as Rome was to her 
CamiUus. Do not, I entreat you, my dear sir, think this 
the mad rhapsody of an enthusiast, nor the cant of a fac- 
tious, designing man, for in these colours I am told I am 
frequently painted. I swear by all that's sacred, as I hope 
for comfort and honour in this world, and to avoid misery 
in the next, that I most earnestly and devoutly love my 
native country ; that I wish the same happy relation to 
subsist for ages, betwixt her and her children, which has 
raised the wide arch of her empire to so stupendous and 
enviable a_ height ; but at the same time I avow, that if the 
Parliament and people should be depraved enough to sup- 
port any longer the present Ministry in their infernal scheme, 
my zeal and reverence for the rights of humanity are so 
much greater than my fondness for any particular spot, 
even the place of my nativity, that had 1 any influence in 
the councils of America, I would advise not to hesitate a 
single instant, but decisively to cut the Gordian knot now 
besmeared with civil blood. 

This, 1 know, is strong, emphatick language, and might 
pass, with men who are strangers to the flame which the 
love of liberty is capable of lighting up in the human 
breast, for a proof of my insanity ; but you, sir, you, un- 
less I have mistaken you from the beginning, well conceive 
that a man in his sober senses may possess such feelings. 
In my sober senses, therefore, permit me, once more, most 
earnestly to entreat and conjure you to exert your whole 
force, energy, and talents, to stop the Ministry in this their 
headlong career. If you labour in vain, (as 1 must repeat 
I think will be the case,) address yourself to the people at 
large. By adopting this method, I am so sanguine as to 
assure myself of your success ; and your publick character 
will be as illustrious as your personal qualities are amiable, 
to all who intimately know you. By your means, the Co- 
lonists will long continue the farmers, planters, and ship- 
wrights of Great Britain; but if the present course is per- 
sisted in, an eternal divorce must inevitably take place. 
As to the idea of subduing them into servitude, and indem- 
nifying yourselves for the expense, you must be convinced, 
long before this, of its absurdity. 

I should not, perhaps, be extravagant, if I advanced that 
all the ships of the world would be too few to transport 
force sufficient to conquer three millions of people, unani- 
mously determined to sacrifice every thing to liberty. But 
if it were possible, the victory would be not less ruinous 
than the defeat. You would only destroy your own strength. 
No revenue can possibly be extracted out of this country. 
The army of placemen might be increased, but her circui- 
tous commerce, founded on perfect freedom, which alone 
can furnish riches to the metropolis, would fall to the 
grounds But the dignity of Great Britain, it seems, is at 
stake 3 ^Would you, sir, if in the heat of passion you had 
struck a sjmple drummer of your regiment, and afterwards 
discovered that you had done it unjustly, think it any for- 
feiture of your dignity to acknowledge the wrong? No, 
(I am well acquainted with your disposition,) you would 
ask him pardon at the head of your regiment. 

I shairncjw conclude (if you will excuse the pedantry) 
with a serrtelice of Latin : "Justum est bellum quibus neces- 
sarium, et pia arma quibus nvlla } nisi in armis,relinquitur 
spes." 



I most sincerely wish yon a quick and prosperous voy- 
age, and that your happiness and glory may be equal to 
the idea I have of your merits, as 1 am, with the greatest 
truth and affection, yours, &,c, 

C. Lee. 
To General Burgoyne. 

COLONEL MOTLAN TO COLONEL WENTWORTH. 

Cambridge, December 1, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 27th came safe to hand, at a 
time when we were all flushed with the agreeable account 
of Captain Manly's having taken a prize of the utmost con- 
sequence, which made us look over the potatoes and tur- 
nipsof Captain Adams; but now, being a little cool, I assure 
you I do not think Adams's bon fortune so despicable. 
Though of little value to us, it is depriving the enemy of 
what to them would be of consequence. As to the pri- 
soners, I wish you had kept or discharged them. In fu- 
ture you will please to let the Committee examine such as 
in these circumstances may fall into your hands, and they 
will judge of the best method of disposing of them. The 
money you advance must be a charge against the capture. 
I doubt not of Captain Adams's frugality and attention ; 
you will therefore supply him with what necessaries he 
calls for. You will please to dispose of the cargo by the 
Rainbow, and lay up the schooner until further orders; 
though, if a reasonable price can be got for her, you may 
dispose of her. This is left to your better judgment. I 
have supplied Benjamin ten dollars towards defraying his 
expense back. This must also become a charge upon the 
capture. I hope Adams will soon take such a prize as 
Manly has. I really believe the cargo could not cost 
short of £10,000 sterling. To us it is invaluable. 

Adieu, my dear sir. Believe me your assured friend, 

S. MoYLAN. 

Colonel Joshua Wentworth, Portsmouth. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM WATSON. 

Cambridge, December 1, 1775. 

Sir: Your favours of the 23d and 29th ultimo are come 
to hand. Captain Coit's lieutenant has been here, and 
gives an account of his schooner being so old and crazy as 
to be unfit for the service he is employed in. If there 
was a possibility of fitting a better vessel out in six or 
eight days, and removing the guns, &c, from on board the 
schooner, his Excellency would be glad it could be done, 
as there are store-ships and transports expected all this 
month. But that mutinous spirit which reigns through the 
marines and sailors, makes the General despair of your 
being able to effect this to any purpose; so that I believe 
it is best to give the affair up, and not put the publick to an 
unnecessary expense. You must be the proper judge in 
this matter. To you his Excellency leaves it, adverting 
that if the vessel cannot be fitted, and men willing to go in 
her in the abovementioned time, you are to lay the schoo- 
ner up, have the ammunition, stores, and every thing on 
board carefully secured, a proper inventory taken of them, 
signed by the proper officers, and transmitted to head-quar- 
ters by the first good conveyance. Should this be neces- 
sary, you will please to inform Captain Coit that it is his 
Excellency's orders that he make what despatch he can 
to camp, with the men under his command. 

As to Captain Martindale's people, it is his Excellen- 
cy's orders that all such as are unwilling to proceed to 
cruise with him, be immediately sent to camp to join their 
respective regiments, under the care of an officer; and if 
Captain Marlindale can, with your assistance, get people 
to go with him, they shall receive forty shillings lawful 
money per month, and one-third of all prizes they may 
have the good luck to make, divided agreeably to the 
instructions given to the captain. Indeed, the shares, 
I believe, will be on a better plan than therein men- 
tioned, as it is now under consideration of Congress to 
allow one-third of all vessels and cargoes to the captors. 
Should you and Captain Martindale find it impossible to 
get men on these terms in a seasonable time, I must only 
say, that the deficiency of public spirit in this country is 
much more than I could posssibly have an idea of. 

His Excellency has been abroad whilst I wrote the fore- 
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going. It is his desire that as the brigantine is so well 
fitted, that at all events she must be sent out to cruise. 
She is on the publick service, and ceremony must be waiv- 
ed, so that if Captain Martindale cannot get bands to go 
with him, you must put in Captain Coit, or any one else 
that can, as her being detained in port now may be of the 
utmost prejudice to the American cause. Fourteen trans- 
ports, with military stores, sailed in company with one now 
taken by Captain Manly, of immense value. His crew, 
will make their fortunes by Manly' s activity. I am sorry to 
think that this is a qualification that Martindale is deficient 
in ; at least he has given reason for the General to think so. 

Could not a crew for the brigantine be procured out of 
both vessels ? In fine, get her out, let the expense be 
what it will, and put what captain and crew you think best 
for the good of the service on board of her. 

I am, &c, S. Moylan. 

William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



DR. JACKSON TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Gentlemen : It having been insinuated that I have been 
absent from the army a considerable part of my time since 
my first entering, 1 beg leave humbly to inform Congress, 
that I arrived at the army 19th of June, I tarried until the 
29th, when, not having a shift of clothing, I informed Gen. 
Folsom that I purposed going home. He positively re- 
fused it, and insisted on my tarrying, as the small-pox was 
in the army, and not one of the surgeons had had the dis- 
ease. However, on my promise to return in a few days, 
he consented, having first stopped my whole chirurgrcal 
apparatus for his son Adams, who (as well as every other 
surgeon in the New-Hampshire regiments) was at that 
time even destitute of a needle to ligate a bleeding vessel. 
The Congress desired me, when at Exeter, to procure 
some proper person to mount some field-pieces, which I 
endeavoured to do, but could not; I therefore took a draw- 
ing of every member of a field-carriage. When I arrived 
at Portsmouth I employed myself every day, from sun- 
rising to sun-setting, in mounting the brass field-pieces, 
which are as well executed as any on the continent. On 
the 13th of July I returned to the army, and have never 
been absent but eight days, on command to recruit the 
medicine chest, which I did at Salem and Portsmouth. I 
have now been home fifteen days ; my whole time has been 
taken up in laying out fortifications at Kittery and New-Cas- 
tle, in making cartridges, and cannisters, and port-fires, for 
the field pieces, in raising and exercising the artillery com- 
pany, in hearing and administering to the innumerable 
complaints of the soldiers in regard to their health. 

The honourable Congress will please to observe, that I 
first perform my business, and then ask for such a reward 
as they shall judge reasonable, while others, conscious of 
their own inabilities, would not venture their performances 
upon the same issue, but insist on large and remarkable 
stipends before they enter the service. 

If there is the least objection in Congress to grant me 
the commission asked for, I am so little anxious to continue 
in the service, that I beg leave to retract the request. 

I solemnly declare that I have never received but one 
shilling and four pence, and have not charged more than 
twenty shillings since the 17th day of June, though my 
accounts for seven years past have never been less than 
three, hundred and thirty pounds lawful money. 

H. Jackson. 
To the Honourable President and Members of the New- 
Hampshire Congress. 

ADDRESS OF THE MAGISTRATES, ETC., OF THE BOROUGH 
OF JEDBURGH. 

Address of the Magistrates and Town Council of the 
ancient Borough of Jedburgh, transmitted to the Earl of 
Suffolk, one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, 
and presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Magistrates and Town Coun- 
cil of Jedburgh. 
Most Gracious Sovereigns 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 



Magistrates and Town Council of your ancient borough of 
Jedburgh, beg leave, in the present important conjuncture, 
to express the grateful sense we have of your Majesty's 
mild and equitable reign ; of your constant and tender 
attention to the happiness and honour of the nation, and 
the religious and civil liberties of your people. 

Inspired with love and admiration of our Constitution, 
we cannot without alarm hear doctrines maintained sub- 
versive of the principles upon which it is established; the 
supreme power of Parliament, the basis and security of 
British liberty, denied and opposed by a great number of 
your American subjects, who, grown insolent from pros- 
perity, and lost to all sense of justice and gratitude, pro- 
ceeding from tumult to rebellion, obstinately persevere in 
the rash and desperate purpose of shaking off their consti- 
tutional dependence on the mother country. /"- 

We feel most sensibly for those of our American breth- 
ren whose attachment to order and government continu- 
ally subjects them to violence and outrage; we feel even, 
for those, who, misled from duty by the insidious protesta- 
tions of loyalty and patriotism under which ambitious men 
have been carrying on their interested schemes, are likely 
to fall victims to their unhappy delusion. Permit us to 
assure your Majesty, that we view with the highest indig- 
nation and abhorrence both their principles and designs ; 
and that we are ready, to the utmost of our power, to vin- 
dicate and support the interests of this Kingdom, Tind the 
constitutional dependence of all its Colonies. 

We confide in the justice and wisdom of your Majesty 
and your Parliament, for the measures proper to be pur- 
sued, and trust that, from a suitable exertion of the powers 
of Government, and the wisdom of your councils, their dar- 
ing attempts shall not only be frustrated, but the unnatural 
intention extinguished, unity restored, and a more perma- 
nent tranquillity secured. 

That this desirable event may be speedily and happily 
accomplished, and that your Majesty may long reign in 
peace and prosperity over a happy and grateful people, is 
our ardent wish and prayer. 

Sealed and signed, for and in our name, and by our or- 
der and authority, in Council assembled, this second day 

of December, 1775, by . T 

' ' ' Andrew .Lookup. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO COMMANDER OF PENNSYLVA- 
NIA BATTALION. 

Congress Chamber, December 2, 1775. 
Sir : I am directed by Congress to order you immedi- 
ately to send, keep, and continue, until further orders, 
such and so large a guard of the battalion under your com- 
mand, as you shall think proper for guarding and secure 
keeping the vessels and stores on the wharves of Messrs. 
Willing &/■ Morris, and Mr. Cuthbert, in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia. I am, &c, t xj d -i u 
* ' ' John Hancock, President. 

To the Officer Commanding the Battalion raised in Penn- 
sylvania. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Philadelphia, December 2, 1775. 

Sir : Your several letters from the time the Committee 
left the camp to the 19th of November, inclusive, being 
duly received, were laid before Congress, on which, as well 
as on the report of their Committee, they have come to 
sundry further resolutions, which I have the honour to en- 
close you. The money ordered is getting ready, and will 
be forwarded with all possible expedition. The Congress 
have resolved to make a further emission of three millions 
of dollars, which I hope will be finished, and such supplies 
forwarded as will answer your exigencies, and enable you 
for the future to pay the army monthly, and fulfil your 
other engagements. 

I forward you several commissions for the officers of the 
armed vessels, also a number of printed articles for the re- 
gulation of the army as altered. 

For the recommendation of Captain Crafts and Mr. 
Trott, to be appointed officers in the regiment of artillery, 
and the steps to be pursued with respect to the release of 
Colonel Ethan Allen, I beg leave to refer you to the re- 
solutions enclosed. 
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I herewith send you a commission for Henry Knox, as 
Colonel of the regiment of artillery. 

The enclosed accounts of advances to the rifle compa- 
nies, you will please to order the Paymaster-General to 
deduct from their pay, agreeably to the several charges. 

I have nothing further in command from the Congress. 

Yesterday we received advice by an express from the 
Committee of Frederick, in Maryland, that Connolly and 
three associates were taken prisoners, and are now in con- 
finement in that county. By his examination taken, and 
the papers found with him, the deposition of his servant, 
which you transmitted to Congress, is fully confirmed. 

This day we received advice from Southampton, in Vir- 
ginia, that Lord Dunmore has erected his standard at Nor- 
folk, proclaimed martial law, invited the negroes to join 
him, and offered them freedom ; for which purposes he 
has issued a proclamation from on board the ship where he 
resides ; and that two counties have been obliged to sub- 
mit to him. However, I hope such measures are taking as 
will speedily and effectually repel his violence, and secure 
thepeace and safety of that Colony. 

The committee have just brought in their report on the 
vessel taken toy the people of New- Hampshire. As soon 
as the Congress have come to a determination thereon, I 
shall do myself the pleasure to transmit it to you. 

In the mean time, with sincere and hearty wishes for 
your safety, happiness, and prosperity, I have the honour to 

hp sir c^iC 

' ' '' John Hancock, President. 

To General Washington. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Philadelphia, December 2, 1775. 
Sir : The Congress having found it necessary to send 
Commissioners to the northward to consult with General 
Schuyler, among other things have instructed them to use 
their best endeavours to induce the men to reinlist for one 
year from the first of January next, in the Continental ser- 
vice ; and for the encouragement of the Connecticut troops, 
who have not been mustered by the Deputy Mustermaster- 
General, they have given directions that such as reinlist 
be paid all arrears that may be due to them, according to 
the rolls to be sent by you. 

You will be pleased, therefore, as soon as possible, to 
transmit to General Schuyler, by express, the rolls of such 
of your Colony as are employed in that department, ascer- 
taining how long the men have been in the service. 

I enclose you the resolutions of Congress respecting the 
disposition of the officers taken at St. John's; by which 
you will perceive they are to be stationed in the lower 
parts of Lebanon and Windham, and to be upon their pa- 
role, and under certain restrictions therein mentioned, which 
you will please to order to be executed, and when effected, 
transmit me a copy signed by each officer, to be laid before 
the Congress. 

I am directed by Congress to inform you that no bounty 
is to be allowed the soldiers on reinlistment, but the 
General is directed to pay such soldiers as will reinlist 
for the succeeding year, their wages for the months of Oc- 
tober, November, and December, and also to advance to 
them one month's pay ; and I am ordered to recommend 
to you to promote the recruiting service in the present 
army, as well as in the particular Colony. 
I have the honour to be, &c, 

John Hancock, President. 



THEODORE VAN WTCK TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, December 2, 1775. 

Sir : I have the honour to be elected a member of this 
Congress, but am sorry the publick did not duly consider 
my infirmity in respect to my hearing, which renders me 
a very unfit person to discharge that important trust, as I 
am not able to distinguish or understand any argument or 
debate, unless the speakers are very near me, which always 
gives me extreme pain and uneasiness. I humbly beg, 
therefore, in case of my non-attendance, that the gentle- 
men of the Congress, will not impute it to any unwillingness 
in me to serve ; for I can assure them that I am a friend to 
the rights and liberties of my country, and will cheerfully 
bear my part of the burden to preserve them inviolate in 
any thing that I am capable of, or properly qualified for. 

I have the honour to be, sir, yours and their very hum- 

bleservant ' Theodore Van Wyck. 

To Colonel Woodhull, President of the New- York Pro- 
vincial Congress. 



DECLARATION OF THOMAS COLDEN. 

New-York, December 7, 1775. 
Thomas Colden, High Sheriff of Ulster County, having 
received the King's proclamation, with Governour Tryon's 
subjoined, gave public notice that he intended reading 
said proclamation at St. Andrew's Church, in Ulster 
County, on Saturday, the 2d of December, 1775, to all 
such officers, both civil and military, and all others that 
chose to attend. Whereupon the Committee of Hanover 
Precinct (the place of his residence) met and judged it 
their duty to oppose every measure that would have a 
tendency to strengthen the hands of ministerial tyranny, 
and that would, on the other hand, weaken or discourage 
the promoters and supporters of American freedom, and 
thereupon applied to the commanding officer of the regi- 
ment of militia to which they belong, who immediately 
ordered four companies of militia to march to the above- 
mentioned church, where all the officers (Capt. Cadwalla- 
der and C. Colden, Jun., excepted,) and most of their men 
attended, together with three companies of minute-men, 
at which time and place the following declaration was of- 
fered to the Sheriff, and then read to the .seven companies 
then and there present, who unanimously accepted there- 
of, as full satisfaction for the first publick offence ; which 
declaration he publicly signed at the head of the seven 
companies then under arms, and in the presence of a great 
number of spectators assembled on the occasion, who there- 
upon were dismissed and separated without the least con- 
fusion or disorder. 

DECLARATION. 

" I do hereby acknowledge that I have acted in such a 
manner as to draw the resentment of all those that have 
appeared friends to the true interests of the United^ Colo- 
nies, and supporters of the measures of the Cont'inenta.I 
and Provincial Congress ; and that I am sorry for it, and 
that I will for the future act and behave as. a friend to the 
measures adopted by the United Colonies: And that I 
will hereafter, whenever required by the Committee where 
I reside, be aiding and assisting in carrying into execution 
the resolves of the Continental and Provincial Congresses, 
on all occasions, as far as in me lies. 

" Given under my hand at St. Andrew's Church, in 
Hanover Precinct, in Ulster County, the 2d day of De- 



cember, 1775. 



Thomas Colden, Sheriff." 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONVEN- 
TION. 

Philadelphia, December 2, 1775. 
Gentlemen : The enclosed resolutions I transmit you 
by order of Congress. Your zeal in the cause renders 
any further recommendation unnecessary. 

Having nothing more in charge to communicate, and 
being much engaged in despatching expresses, I can't add, 
But that I am, with much respect, gentlemen, your most 

obedient servant, t u d -j - 

; ..' t jjJoHN Hancock, President. 

To the President and Members of the Convention of New- 
Hampshire. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER IN THE NORTH- 
ERN ARMY, DATED MONTREAL, DECEMBER 2, 1775. 

Last night Gen. Wooster received information, by let- 
ters from Boucharville, that a plan was laid for cutting off 
the communication between Gen. Montgomery's army and 
our garrison, and at one stroke to destroy all the friends of 
the United Colonies ; that a magazine of arms, he, was 
deposited with a captain of the militia; that the scheme 
was concerted and to be conducted by St. Luke La Corne, 
who had a strong party in readiness to put it in execution. 

On this intelligence Col. Ritzema, with a detachment 
of one hundred men, among whom was part of my com- 
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pany, was ordered in quest of the principal persons men- 
tioned in the information. About ten o'clock at night 
embarked in three batteaus, crossed the river, and marched 
about twelve miles to Boucharville, where we surprised 
and took St. Luke La Corne, his son-in-law, Major Camp- 
bell, and several others, whom we brought to General 
Wooster, who ordered them to La Prairie, in order to be 
sent down to one of the United Colonies. 

I do not think the information was supported by suffi- 
cient evidence, but it was such as made it indispensable 
for the General to act as he did ; and St. Luke La Corne 
was known to be a very dangerous person in Canada. 
Our garrison is weak, but General Wooster is taking the 
most prudent and spirited measures to put in the best or- 
der of defence possible. I hope a full conviction of the 
very great importance of this place, and the necessity of 
a powerful army to defend the possession, in obtaining 
which Providence has favoured us in so remarkable a man- 
ner, will stimulate the United Colonies to send speedy 
and ample supplies of men, well fitted with every article 
necessary to that end ; ten thousand men will secure the 
country against all attempts that may be made to retake it 
from them. 



COMMITTEE OF THE ASSEMBLY TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Hartford, December 2, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : The enclosed letter was delivered to 
the Pay-table last evening, but, as we are not empowered 
to take the publick moneys into our hands, or proceed to 
Roxbury as desired, must refer the matter entirely to your 
Honour's direction. Should it be thought best that some- 
body go down, it appears to us that it must be such as 
have been most conversant with the papers and accounts, 
and that not less than two hands will be sufficient for the 
purpose of settling and paying, but submit the propriety 
and direction of the whole to your Honour. 

And are, with great regard, your most obedient humble 

s ™ ts > Wm. Pitkin, 

T. Seymour, 
O. Ellsworth. 

P. S. We beg leave to observe to your Honour that the 
Captains of the several companies are now charged with a 
number of guns and accoutrements bought by the Colony. 
These they must be accountable for at settlement, unless 
somebody is empowered to receive the same, whose re- 
ceipt may discharge the Paymasters. T. S. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, December 2, 1775. 
Sir : The reason of my giving you the trouble of this 
is the late extraordinary and reprehensible conduct of some 
of the Connecticut troops. Some time ago, apprehending 
that some of them might be inclined to go home when 
their time of inlistment should be up, I applied to the 
officers of the several regiments to know whether it would 
be agreeable to the men to continue until the first of Janu- 
ary, or until a sufficient number of other forces could.be 
raised to supply their places; who informed me that they 
believed the whole of them would readily stay till that 
could be effected. Having discovered last week that they 
were very uneasy to leave the service, and determined 
upon it, I thought it expedient to summon the general 
officers at head-quarters, and invited a delegation of the 
General Court to be present, that suitable measures might 
be adopted for the defence and support of our lines. The 
result was, that three thousand Minute-men and Militia of 
this Province, and two thousand men from New-Hamp- 
shire, should be called in by the 10th instant for that pur- 
pose. With this determination the Connecticut troops 
were made acquainted, and requested and ordered to re- 
main here, as the time of most of them would not be out 
before the 10th, when they would be relieved. Notwith- 
standing this, yesterday morning most of them resolved to 
leave the camp ; many went off, and the utmost vigilance 
and industry were used to apprehend them ; several got 
away with their arms and ammunition. I have enclosed 
you a list of the names of some of them in General Put- 
nam's regiment, only, who escaped, and submit to your 



judgment whether some example should not be made of 
these men, who have basely deserted the cause of their 
country at this critical juncture, when the enemy are re- 
ceiving reinforcements. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that one of our armed 
vessels, the Lee, Captain Manly, took and brought in 
the other day a valuable store-ship, bound to Boston. 

I am, &.C, r> T«r 

' ' G. Washington. 

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Governour, &ic. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM BARTLETT. 

Cambridge, December 2, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I have examined the papers belonging to 
the sloop Phoebe, and, from them and other circumstances, 
it does not appear that Captain Broughton had good rea- 
son for making seizure of her. Added to this, Governour 
Cooke, of Rhode- Island, has wrote a letter to his Excel- 
lency by Mr. James Aborn, who is really the owner of 
this sloop, though she was, in order to protect her from 
the enemy, made over to Mr. Enoch Rust, of Nova- Sco- 
tia. It is, therefore, his Excellency's orders that you de- 
liver the sloop aforesaid, with her cargo and appurtenances, 
to Mr. Aborn or Captain Hawkins, who will deliver you 
this, for which this shall be your sufficient warrant, at the 
same time taking a receipt for the same. 

I am, with great regard, yours, Sic, 

Stephen Moylan. 

William Bartlett, Esq., Beverley. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM BARTLETT. 

Cambridge, December 2, 1775. 

Sir : It being now under consideration of Congress the 
mode of disposing of such vessels and crews as are taken 
in supplying the enemy, it is his Excellency's pleasure 
that Captain Hunter and his crew return to you ; that 
their private adventure be given them, with liberty to dis- 
pose thereof as they think proper, and that they be treated 
with all humanity due to fellow-citizens in distress. If 
you think proper, you may let them live on board the ves- 
sel until further orders. Your attention and activity give 
much pleasure to the General, which he desires me to in- 
form you of. 

I am, with great regard, sir, your most obedient servant, 

S. Moylan. 

To Wm. Bartlett, Esq., Agent for the Brigantine Nancy. 
To Captain John Glover, the same. 

ELEAZAR WHEELOCK TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Dartmouth College, December 2, 1775. 

Much honoured and respected Sir : On the 13th 
ult. the famous Major Rogers came to my house from a 
tavern in the neighbourhood, where he called for refresh- 
ment. I had never before seen him. He was in but ordinary 
habit for one of his character. He treated me with great 
respect ; said he came from London in July, and had spent 
twenty days with the Congress, in Philadelphia, and I for- 
get how many at New-York; had been offered and urged to 
take a commission in favour of the Colonies, but, as he was^ 
now in half pay from the Crown, he thought proper not to 
accept it ; that he had fought two battles in Algiers, under 
the Dey ; that he was now on a design to take care of some 
large grants of land made to him; that he was now going 
to visit his sister, at Moor's Town, and then return by Merri- 
mack River, to visit his wife, whom he had not yet seen 
since his return from England; that he had got a pass or 
license to travel from the Continental Congress; that he 
came in to offer his service to procure a large interest for 
this College ; that the reputation of it was great in Eng- 
land; that Lord Dartmouth, and many other noblemen, 
had spoken of it, in his hearing, with expressions of highest 
esteem and respect ; that Capt. Holland, Surveyor-General, 
now at New-York, was a great friend to me and the Col- 
lege, and would assist me in the affair ; and that now was 
the most favourable time to apply for a large grant of lands 
for it. 

I thanked him for expressions of his kindness, but, after 
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I had shown some coldness in accepting it, he proposed to 
write me in his journey and let me know where I might write 
him, and he should be ready to perform any friendly office 
in the affair. He said he was in haste to pursue his journey 
that evening. He went to the aforesaid tavern and tarried 
all night ; the next morning told the landlord he was out of 
money and could not pay his reckoning — which was three 
shillings — but would pay him on his return, which would 
be within about three months, and went on his way to Lyme ; 
since which I have heard nothing from him. But yester- 
day two soldiers, viz : Palmer, of Orford, (whom they say 
was Lieutenant under Colonel Bedel,) and Kennedy, of 
Haverhill, on their return from Montreal, informed me that 
our officers were assured by a Frenchman, a Captain of 
the artillery, whom they had taken captive, that Major 
Rogers was second in command under General Carleton; 
and that he had lately been in Indian habit through our 
encampments at Si, John's, and had given a plan of them 
to the General ; and suppose that he made his escape with 
the Indians, which were at St. John's. 

This account is according to the best of my remembrance. 
If it shall prove of any service to detect such an enemy 1 
shall be glad; if not, my intention will, I trust, apologise 
for what I have wrote. 

I am, much honoured Sir, with much esteem and respect, 
your Excellency's most obedient and very humble servant, 

Eleazar Wheelock. 
His Excellency General Washington. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Winter Hill, December 2, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I take this opportunity to inform you that 
the Connecticut forces not only determine to quit our lines 
at the expiration of their term, but, to their eternal infamy, 
endeavoured to leave us yesterday, which was five days 
before their time expired. We can therefore have no hope 
of their tarrying after the 6th. Half of General Putnam's 
regiment is now under guard. The people who have es- 
caped from Boston inform us that the enemy are fully ac- 
quainted with our situation, and will probably take advan- 
tage of it. For heaven's sake despatch your forces as soon 
as possible 

Gentlemen, I am, with much respect, your most obedient 

servant. T 

John sullivan. 

Honourable Committee of Safety. 

P. S. Captain Odiorne, the bearer hereof, says he 
thinks he can raise a number of men to march immediately. 
If so, should recommend him ; but this is more properly 
your province. J. S. 



extract of a letter from an officer at boston, to 
a friend in edinburgh, dated dec 2, 1775. 
Our condition is better than it has lately been, but it is 
still far from being comfortable. We are obliged to have 
a number of our men employed, night and day, amidst the 
frost and snow, in guarding our out-posts, and watching the 
motions of the Rebels. Many of our men are sick, and 
fresh provisions very dear.* But the Rebels must be in a 
much worse condition from their want of clothing and pro- 
per shelter. I hope one severe winter campaign (and, in- 
deed, it promises to be a very severe one) will cool their 
enthusiasm. We are much afraid that the Nancy trans- 
port, loaded with a great quantity of artillery, ammunition, 
&c, of which the Rebels were in great want, has fallen into 
their hands. 

* Price Current at Boston, December 1, 1775 The head of a 

sheep, a quarter of a dollar ; salt, one dollar a hogshead, by the quan- 
tity; Jamaica rum, four shillings; West-India do. 3s. 3d. sterling peT 
gallon ; fresh fish, one shilling sterling per pound ; geese, two dollars 
each; turkies, three do.; ducks, one do.; fowls, three quarters do.; 
hams, two shillings sterling per pound ; a keg of water.bread, fourteen 
shillings sterling ; do. butter.bread, twenty-one do.; fresh beef, fresh 
pork, mutton, lamb, cheese, and butter, fifteen pence sterling per 
pound ; veal, rice, peas, none in Boston ; apples, five dollars a barrel ; 
sheep, eight dollars each ; eggs, four shillingssterling a dozen ; flour 
and ship bread, forty shillings sterling cwt .; potatoes, six shillings 
sterling a bushel ; onions, a pistareen a rope ; four calves' feet, three 
shillings sterling ; fire-wood, ten dollars a cord ; and every other kind 
of necessaries in proportion. 



MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Boston, December 2, 1775. 

My Lord : For your Lordship's most perfect informa- 
tion of the state of this Army, I have done myself the 
honour to enclose copies of returns and estimates, with my 
own occasional remarks, which I have transmitted to the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury by this opportunity ; 
also a copy of my letter accompanying them, for their Lord- 
ships' consideration ; to which 1 have nothing further to 
add, than that I am, &c, W H 

Earl of Dartmouth. 

Return of Provisions in store, at Boston, the 16th No- 
vember, 1775, and how long the same, with those since 
deposited, will serve twelve thousand men, at the allow- 
ance now issued for want of pease and rice, viz : 
In store, belonging to the Crown, 3£ casks suet ; 12,880 

pounds pork; 23,4891hs. dried cod-fish ; 9,857 bushels of 

wheat; 521,5901bs. flour; 94,0441bs. bread ; 20,384 pints 

oil. 

In store, belonging to the Contractors, 764,690lbs. pork ; 

552,4991bs. flour; 9,6331bs. bread; 48, 1961bs. butter; 

9,8571bs. rice 
^November 28, deposited by do., 982 barrels flour, of the 

ship Queen of Naples, cargo from London; the rest, being 

813 barrels flour, have proved bad and unfit for use — 

223,8961bs. flour. 

Total : 3£ casks suet ; 777,5701bs. pork ; 23,469Ibs. 

dried cod-fish; 9,857 bushels wheat; l,297,985bls. flour; 

I03,6771bs. bread; 48,1961bs. butter; 20,384 pints oil; 

9,857lbs. rice. 

The pork and fish will serve twelve thousand men ninety- 
nine days, ending the 26th February next. 

The wheat, flour, and bread, will serve one hundred and 

sixteen days, ending 24th March next. 

And the butter and oil, will serve one hundred and six 

days, ending the 4th March next. 

The suet and rice are reserved for the use of the hos- 
pitals. 

The cargo of the snow Industry, from Bristol, is not 

included in the above return ; she began to discharge two 

days ago. 

The live stock is likewise not included. 

D. Chamier, Commissary of Provisions. 

To his Excellency the Hon. Sir William Howe, Major- 
General and Commander-in-Chief, «kc. 8ic. 
Boston, November 29, 1775. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE PROVISION RETURN. 

By the return herewith enclosed, it appears that there 
are not provisions for the army, in store, to serve longer 
than the beginning of March, 1776. 

Six months biscuit, for twenty thousand men, of a qual- 
ity to keep twelve months, may prove of essential service 
in the course of the ensuing campaign, as the conveniences" 
for baking bread cannot be always had in this country ; and 
if the biscuits be made of about six to the pound, they will 
pack the better. 

It is requested that one-fifth part of the meat designed 
for the army may be beef. 

An additional quantity of the small species, especially 
oat-meal, rice, suet, and vinegar, will be requisite for the 
use of the hospitals. 

One-third of the whole to be packed up in small casks, 
which should not exceed one hundred pound gross, for the 
convenience of carrying two of them upon a horse. 

W. Howe. 

Return of effective Horses, Cattle, and Sheep, with the 
quantity of Forage in store, and the number of days it 
will last. 

Departments. 

Light Dragoons, 234 horses. 

Generals and Officers, 160 horses. 

Royal Artillery, 200 horses, 

Deputy Quartermaster-General, 80 horses, 100 cattle, 400 
sheep. 

Total : 674 horses; 100 cattle ; 400 sheep. 
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In Store. 

450 tons hay ; 12,391 bushels oats; 5,640 bushels Indian 
corn ; 12,861 bushels bran. 

The whole will last, < n ; ' , " " " " , m j 

' I Oats, &c, - - - 150 days. 

Expected. 

From Canada: 150 tons hay; 10,000 bushels oats; 5,000 

bushels bran. 
From Nova-Scotia : 150 tons hay. 
Total : 300 tons hay ; 10,000 bushels oats ; 5,000 bushels 

bran. 

The whole will last, \ J*aj, - - - - 60 days. 
' I Oats, &c, - - - 50 days. 

N. B. The ration, at the present allowance, is 13£ 
pence. 

In case of scarcity, the damaged flour now in store, to 
the amount of three thousand barrels, equal to 600,000 
weight, may be made use of by mixing a proportion with 
oats, corn, &c., which will increase the price of the ration 

tO lS. 9i(l. x,r TT 

* W. Howe. 

Head-Quarters, Boston, Nov. 27, 1775. 

State of the Barrack Bedding, Furniture, and Fuel, in 
the care of the Barrackmaster. 

At Boston. 

Bedding : 3,333 bed cases ; 4,149 bolster cases ; 577 rugs ; 
2,321 blankets; 4,280 pair sheets; 16 mattresses and 
pillows. 

Furniture: 1,052 iron pots; 705 grates; 296 pair dog- 
irons ; 229 tongs ; 231 shovels ; 202 axes ; 316 candle- 
sticks; 120 iron stoves; 1,020 trammels; 600 pokers ; 
500 ash-boxes; 425 buckles; 120 mallets; 260 iron 
wedges; 250 tables; 320 forms; 120 chairs; 36 lan- 
terns. 

Fuel and Candles : 668 cords of wood ; 899 chaldrons 
coals; 10,000 pounds candles. 

Ordered from England, and daily expected. 
Bedding : 3,376 bed cases ; 2,560 bolster cases ; 3,650 
rugs ; 8,000 blankets ; 3,945 pair sheets ; 50 tons flocks. 
Furniture : 50 iron stoves. 

Fuel and Candles : 4,000 chaldrons coals ; 25,000 pounds 
candles. 

Total. 
Bedding: 6,709 bed cases; 6,709 bolster cases; 4,227 
rugs; 10,321 blankets; 8,225 pair sheets; 50 tons 
flocks ; 16 mattresses and pillows. 
Furniture : 1,052 iron pots ; 705 grates ; 296 pairs of dog- 
irons ; 229 tongs; 231 shovels ; 202 axes; 316 candle- 
sticks; 170 iron stoves; 1,020 trammels; 600 pokers; 
500 ash boxes ; 425 buckles ; 120 mallets ; 260 iron 
wedges; 250 tables; 320 forms; 120 chairs; 36 lan- 
terns. 
Fuel and Candles : 668 cords of wood ; 4,899 chaldrons 
coals ; 35,000 pounds candles. 

N. B. In the first article of bedding at Boston, is in- 
cluded 1,000 sets of bedding got from the transports, equal 
to half the number of double beds. 

The coals and candles are ordered from England by me, 
independent of that I now learn is ordered by the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury. And there is now at 
Halifax 10,000 cords of wood, ready to be transported 
hither when transports can be spared to fetch it ; 5,000 
cords of wood are directed to be cut against the spring ; 
and by that time 6,000 chaldrons of coals, now digging, 
will be ready to be shipped at Spanish River, in the Island 
of Cape Breton. 

James Robertson, Barrackmaster- General. 
Boston, December 1, 1775. 



Distribution. 

Wagons. Horses. 

For the baggage of one battalion, - - - 12 48 

Twenty-nine more, 348 1,392 

For the soldiers' tents of one battalion, - - 10 

Twenty-nine more, ---.--- 290 

For the bread of one battalion, - - - - 4 16 

Twenty-nine more, -------116 464 

For the baggage of one regiment of cavalry, 8 32 

One more, - - - - - - -8 32 

For the bread of one regiment of cavalry, - 2 8 

One more, -- - 2 8 

For the generals and staff officers, including 

their saddle-horses, ----- 40 342 

To mount two regiments of cavalry, - - - 600 
For the saddle-horses of the officers of one 

battalion of infantry, supposed to be, 14 

Twenty -nine more, ------- 406 

Total, 540 3,662 

Forage for the above Horses. 

For what time. Hay — Tons. Oats— Tons. 

Rat. 20 lb. Rat. 9 lb. 

For one day, 33 15 

For ninety-one days, - - - - 3,003 1,365 

N. B. Complete harness wanting for four hundred and 
ninety wagons ; four horses to each wagon. 

Effective Horses and Wagons in the Garrison. 

Distribution. 

Horses. Wagons. 

Light Dragoons, -------- o 234 

Ditto Quartermaster-General, - - - - 50 SO 

Generals and other officers, - - - - 160 

50 474 

Wanting to complete, 490 3,188 

Total, 540 3,662 

It is intended that the magazines for this army should 
be carried by water, and not more than twenty miles dis- 
tance from it. 

Head-Quarters, Boston, 27th November, 1775. 

II. Proportion of Batt-Horses for the carriage of the 
Baggage of the same Army, with Wagons to carry 
Bread, Provisions, and the General Officers' baggage. 

Distribution. 

Horses. Wag. 
Lieutenant-colonel, - 9" 1 ! 
Major,- ' -_ - - - 7 

For one battalion, 
batt-horses in- 
cluded, - - - 95 



8 captains, 5 each, - 40 
18 subalterns, 3 to 2, 27 
1 to the general's com., 2 
5 staff, 2 each, - - 10 



> 



Twenty-nine more, 2755 



95 J 

Bread, ----- 4 > For one battalion, 28 7 

Provisions, - - - 3 J Twenty-nine more, 812 203 

For mounting two regiments of cavalry, - - 600 

Batt-horses for ditto, --- - - - - QQ 

Bread, - - - - G ) j-, . . , ._ ,„ 

a ■ ■ a e * or two regiments. 40 10 

Provisions, - - - 4 $ ° y 

For the general and staff officers, including 

their saddle-horses, -------- 342 40 



Two Estimates of Horses and Wagons wanting for the 
Campaign, 1776. 

I. Supply of Wagons for an Army of thirty Battalions 
of Infantry and two Regiments of Cavalry, for the 
carriage of Baggage, Bread, and Provisions, with 
Horses in proportion : 

Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 11 



Total, ------ 4,738 260 

Forage for the above Horses. 

Hay— Tons. Oats— Tons- 
Rat. 20 lb. Rat. 9 IbV 

For one day, 43 20 

For ninety-one days, 3,913 1,820 

Horses. Wagons. 

Difference between the two returns, - - 1,076 280 

Return of Horses wanting for the Field Artillery, with 
Forage for ninety-one days. , 

Hay — Tons. Oats — Tons- 
.„,,„,,, Rat. 201b. Rat. 9 1b. 

Horses, \ Effective ' 200 



Wanting to complete, 448 
Total, 648 546 



273 
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Proper saddles wanting for the whole numher of batt- 
horses. William Sherriff, D. Q. M. G. 



Report of the Cargo of the Ship Queen of Naples, 
Captain Powell, from London, shipped on the Con- 
tractors' account, and consigned to their Agent, Henri 
Lloyd, Esq., at Boston, viz : 
Barrels of flour, good, ------ 744 

Ditto, fit for present use, ------ 238 

Sour and bad, --------- 813 

Total, 1,795 barrels. 

D. Chamter, Com. of Stores and Provisions. 
To his Excellency the Hon. W. Howe, Major-General 
and Commander-in-Chief, 8ic. 
Boston, 29th November, 1775. 

Return of Stores wanted for service of His Majesty's 

works in the Engineers' Department at Boston, 1th 

August, enclosed to the Honourable Board of Ordnance, 

19th August, 1775, viz: 

Chevaux-de-frize, sets, -------- 200 

Cuirasses with head pieces, sets, ----- 50 

Calthrops or crow's feet, lb. weight, - - - - 2,000 

Crows of iron, ----------- 100 

Hammers, hand, ---------- 100 

Hammers, sledge, ---------- 50 

Carpenters' tools in boxes, sets, ------ 6 

Grindstones, with troughs, &.c. ------ 20 

Mantelets of cured hides, 200 

Hambrough lines, skeins, 100 

Intrenching Tools. 

Axes, broad, - - 200 

Axes, felling, -- 600 

Axes, pick, 1,000 

Hand-hatchets, 1,000 

Barrows, wheel, ---------- 500 

Barrows, hand, ----------- 300 

Spades, common, ---------- 2,000 

Spades, ditching, 500 

Shovels, shod, ----------- 1,500 

Shovels, iron, ----------- 500 

Hand-bills, 1,000 

Saws, hand, ------------ 100 

Saws, cross cut, ---------- 50 

Sand-bags, bushel, - - 10,000 ) Qn ftnn 

Sand-bags, half bushel, - - - - - 10,000 $ " su > uuu 

Spikes, of sorts, size from 5 to 8£ inches, barrels, - 20 

Nails, 24</., barrels, 10 

Augurs, of sorts, ---------- 200 

Rope. 

Tarred : 4 J inch, 2 ; 3 inch, 2 ; 2J inch, 3 ; 2 inch, 3. 
White: 3J inch, 2; 2 inch, 3; lj inch, 3. 

Total: 18 coils. 

October 1st, an addition was thought absolutely neces- 
sary to be made to the within return, by adding the follow- 
ing artificers : 
Carpenters, master, ---------- l 

Ditto, foreman, ---------- l 

Ditto, carpenters, ---------20 

Bricklayers, master, ---------- l 

Ditto, bricklayers, --------- Q 

Blacksmiths, master, ---------- l 

Ditto, blacksmiths, --------- Q 

Wheelwrights, .._-. g 

38 
The company of artificers to be sent out to serve under 
the immediate direction of the commanding engineer, as at 
Newfoundland, Gibraltar, &tc. 

John Montresor, Commanding' Engineer. 
His Excellency Major-General Howe. 

Remarks, 

It will be necessary to begin the campaign with six 
months forage in the magazines, which cannot be procured 
in this country in its present situation, therefore it must be 
looked for from Europe. 



Rhode-Island, from the best information, can supply 
fifteen thousand tons of hay in a season, but still great 
difficulties will arise in procuring it, if the inhabitants of 
that island are inimical, as you must depend upon them to 
cut and cure the hay. The same observation will answer 
with respect to Long-Island and Staten-Island in the Pro- 
vince of New-York. Therefore upon this uncertainty the 
dependence upon magazines must be upon Europe. 

The army being in the field, may furnish itself with 
green forage from the middle of June to the middle of 
September. 

Canada is able to supply the articles of oats and bran ; 
but the length and uncertainty of the voyage is such, that 
it is thought these articles may be brought from England 
or Ireland full as cheap, and with this advantage, that oats 
in particular are far superior in quality. 

As to horses, wagons, and harness, when the present 
temper of the Americans is considered, they certainly will 
drive off every thing of that kind, wherever the army ap- 
pears ; but on the other hand, should any one of the Pro- 
vinces return to their duty, it would furnish the army with 
these articles necessary for carrying on the war. 

W. Howe. 

Head-Quarters, Boston, 27th November, 1775. 



LORD STIRLING TO THE" PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Dec. 8th, referred to Mr. Jay, Mr. Wilson, Mr. W. Livingston.] 

Head-Quarters, Elizabethtown, New-Jersey, } 
December 3, 1775. J 

Sir : On my leaving Philadelphia, the 22d November, 
I proceeded to Burlington, in order to meet the Commit- 
tee of Safety of New-Jersey, and to prevail on them to 
take proper measures for securing arms for the two New- 
Jersey regiments, and to get the barracks in this Province 
prepared for the reception of those regiments. Some mea- 
sures were that evening agreed to, which I hope will for- 
ward the service, but I fear will not be quite effectual. I 
proceeded the next morning to Trenton, and there des- 
patched particular orders to each of the Captains to assem- 
ble their companies, (on the days agreed upon with the 
Paymaster,) for reviewing and paying them off to the first 
of this month, in order to enable them to leave their coun- 
ties and go into barracks. On Friday, I went on to Bruns- 
wick, in order to get barracks there put in order. On Sa- 
turday, I went to my own house at Baskinridge. On 
Monday, Mr. Lowrie, the paymaster, joined me according 
to appointment. On Tuesday, at Morristown, We reviewed 
and paid off the two companies commanded by Captains 
Morris and Howell. After dismissing two or three men 
from each company, I think they are the best body of new 
men I ever saw. On Wednesday, we proceeded to Eliza- 
bethtown, in hopes of meeting, according to appointment, 
the two companies commanded by Captains Myers and 
Necker, but they being neither complete nor mustered, I 
was obliged to adjourn their review till the next week. The 
latter I found very deficient, and poorly officered. I, there- 
fore, posted Ensign Dallas, of Captajn Morris's company, 
to act as second lieutenant to Captain Necker' s, on a pro- 
mise of his recruiting twenty men for it in a week's time, 
which I have no doubt he will perform. On Thursday, 
we proceeded to Brunswick, and were that and the next 
day employed in reviewing and clearing off the two com- 
panies commanded by Captains Conway and Polhemus. 
Captain Piatt brought his company to Rariton Landing, 
but as he was not mustered, nor had a sufficient number 
of men present, his muster was adjourned to Monday, and 
then to march to Elizabethtown. These three companies, 
after a little purging, are very good recruits. 

On Saturday, I returned to this place. Mr. Lowrie pro- 
ceeded to the westward, and purposes next week to clear 
off Colonel Maxwell's regiment. Captain Longstreet, of 
Monmouth County, reported to me at Brunswick that his 
company is near complete, but scattered at so great dis- 
tance that it will be impossible to assemble them in less 
than ten days. I have appointed Friday, the 15th inst., 
to review and muster them at Amboy, and then to put 
them in barracks. These Captains all complain very hea- 
vily of the usage they meet with from the justices, who issue 
warrants against the men on the smallest pretence. They 
have been obliged to pay off a number of trifling and vexa- 
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tious demands ; but if this is suffered to go on, and the men 
put under stoppage for the repayment of it, they must 
perish in service for want of necessary clothing. I have, 
therefore, ordered the Captains to make no engagements 
which can interfere with the necessities of the men. A 
' number of them are now in the different jails for small 
debts, which is the reason why some of the companies ap- 
pear so small in the enclosed returns. By a law of this 
Province, made during the last war, no man inlisted in 
Provincial service, could be taken from that service for a 
debt less than 15?. (Proc.) to any one person, or 60/. in 
the whole of his debts. If a similar rule be not now 
adopted, I am afraid much confusion will ensue. What 
was found necessary then, is now absolutely so for the ex- 
istence of a Continental army. I have met with a good 
deal of difficulty about barracks. Assembly, Committee of 
Safety, County Committee, and Barrackmaster, refer me 
from one to the other whenever I apply for the possession 
or repair of any of them ; at this place, indeed, the com- 
mittee have ordered them to be cleared out and repaired. 
I believe to-morrow we shall have two or three companies 
in them. At Brunswick, they are occupied by people who 
thought it not safe to remain in New- York. At Amboy, 
the barrackmaster is under the absolute direction of the 
Governour, and no acting Committee there ; this barrack- 
master is in possession of five hundred good new blankets, 
desirable objects to us at present. 

J did not receive your letter of the 27th, till my arrival 
at this place, on Wednesday last, and finding from Mr. P. 
V. B. Livingston, that there was neither Convention nor 
Committee of Safety in being at New-York, I wrote to 
Mr. McKesson, Secretary to their late Convention, to know 
whom it was proper to correspond with on publick matters. 
His answer and my letter to Colonel Maxwell, you have 
copies of herewith. 

Of the six companies ordered to the fortress on Hud- 
son river, one of those of my regiment will move this 
week, the other two next week. I hope the three com- 
panies of Colonel Maxwell's regiment will move near the 
same time. In our scattered situation, without great 
towns, it is difficult to fit out men as they ought to be sud- 
denly. Their stockings are yet at Philadelphia. 

I must beg the favour of you to fill up the Quartermas- 
ter's commission with the name of Abner Helfield. A 
surgeon is absolutely necessary, and if Congress allows one 
to my regiment, I should be glad that William Barnet, 
Jun., be appointed to it. Both these gentlemen are well 
known to Mr. William Livingston, and Mr. Crane. I 
think they are both well qualified for the respective offi- 
ces. 

We are much in want, of an authentick edition of the 
Continental Articles of War; if they were published, each 
regiment should be possessed of at least two dozen of 
them. I should be glad if you would order them to be 
delivered to Mr. Lowrie, who will forward them. 

No provision is yet made, that I know of, for ammuni- 
tion. I shall be glad to be instructed with regard to it, as 
well as camp equipage, he. I have do doubt the Con- 
gress will put us on the same footing with the other corps 
in the Continental service. But it is necessary I should 
know how to regulate these matters. 

It was not possible for me to write to you before. I 
have seized the first leizure hour to make up for it. 

I am, sir, with the highest regard, your most obedient 
and most humble servant, Stirling 



The members elected for a Provincial Congress, and 
myself, receive and open all correspondence on publick 
affairs, or from the Continental Congress. 

1 have the honour to be, with great respect, my Lord,, 
your Lordship's most obedient, humble servant, 

John McKesson, 
Lord Stirling. 

LORD STIRLING TO COLONEL MAXWELL. 

Brunswick, December 2, 1775. 

Dear Sir: The Continental Congress are extremely 
pressing and anxious about the march of the six companies 
to the North River. One company of my regiment 
marches next Wednesday ; another will soon follow. And 
I must beg you'll exert yourself to get off the three com- 
panies of your regiment. You may choose the routes for 
them either through Sussex to New- Windsor, or by Mor- 
ristown or Elizabethtown to Dobbs's Ferry ; but you will 
take care to give me as early notice as possible of their 
march, that I may have sloops ready at the place they are 
to embark at. 

I am your most humble servant, Stirling. 

To Colonel Maxwell. 

Return of the Eastern or First Regiment of Foot of 
New-Jersey, in the Continental service. 



Reviewed. 


Reviewed and paid to 

the 30th November, 

inclusive. 


5 « 


When. 


Where. 


Companies com- 
manded by, 
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1775. 
Nov. 28th... 

Nov. 28th... 
Dec. 2d 


Morrislown. 

Do. 
Brunswick.. 

Do. 


Joseph Morris.... 

Silas Howell 

John Conway. . . 
John Polhemus.. 


1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 




4 
4 
4 
4 


4 
4 
4 
4 


2 
2 
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73 

68 
62 
60 


86 
81 
74 
72 


27 40 

2825 

9 26 

4 4 



The following as reported, but not mustered, reviewed, or 
paid. 



Reviewed. 



Where. 



At present at Raritan 
Landing* 



Elizabethtownt.. 

Do.t 

Monmouth§ 



Companies com- 
manded by, 



Daniel Piatt 

And. McMyere. 
Joseph Meeker. 
Elias Longstreet 



Reviewed and paid to 

the 30th November 

inclusive. 



3 5 

2 » 

En ~» 



e 



few. 
few. 
few. 
few. 



* To be mustered the 5th, find to inarch to Elizabethtown. 
t To be mustered the Slh, at Elizabethtown. 
} To be mustered the 9tb, at Elizabethtown. 
§ To be mustered the 15th, at Amboy. 

December 2, 1775. 



Stirling . 



JOHN MCKESSON TO LORD STIRLING. 

New- York, November 30, 1775. 
My Lord : I am honoured with yours of this day. The 
Provincial Congress was to have met some days ago. The 
members from several counties are here attending, and it 
is expected they will be sufficiently numerous to-morrow, 
or on Monday, at farthest, to proceed to business. Who 
will be elected to preside is uncertain; but as Nathaniel 
Woodhull, Esq., was the last who presided, in the absence 
of Mr. Livingston, the correspondence you mention will 
most properly be directed to him for the present. Colonel 
Woodhull lodges so near to me that, if your letters are sent 
to me, I will see that they are delivered immediately. 
There is not any Committee of Safety here at present. 



CAPTAIN ROBERT ERSKINE TO THE OFFICERS OF THE 
FIRST NEW- JERSEY BATTALION. 

Ringwood, December 2, 1775. 

"In Provincial Congress, Trenton, New-Jersey, August 
17, 1775: — This Congress being informed by John Fell, 
Esq., one of the Deputies for the County of Bergen, that 
Robert Er-kine, Esq., hath, at his own expense, provided 
Arms, and accoutred an Independent Company of Foot 
Militia in said County, do highly approve of his zeal in the 
same, and do order that he be commissioned as Captain of 
said Company. 

"A true copy from the Minutes : 

" Wm. Paterson, Secretary." 

Gentlemen: Above is a copy of an order from tha 
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Provincial Congress, upon the sanction of which 1 have 
raised and disciplined an Independent Company of Foot at 
the iron-works under my direction. 

The Congress, no doubt, in granting this licence, con- 
sidered that iron, being a staple commodity of the Province, 
iron-works in general deserved every encouragement ; and, 
in particular, that as those for which I am concerned are of 
the greatest consequence, it was highly proper the persons 
belonging to them should be subject to their direction, both 
in a civil and military capacity, without which the hands 
could not be kept together, nor the works carried on in 
times of general commotion ; and that therefore they should 
be in a situation both to defend themselves, and assist their 
neighbours in cases of urgent necessity. Their company, 
indeed, could not be called off without stopping them, as, 
exclusive of officers, whose presence are constantly want- 
ed, it consists of forgemen, carpenters, blacksmiths, and 
other hands, whose attendance is daily required. I dare 
say, however, there is not a man belonging to it but would 
willingly lend his aid in a case of extremity, when every 
consideration must give way to the salvation of the country. 

Such, gentlemen, are the principles upon which I un 
derstood the Congress favoured me with their commission ; 
in consequence of which I have been at a very great ex- 
pense in arms, uniforms, and discipline. I am therefore 
persuaded that neither the Congress nor the officers in 
general of the battalions now raising, would wish to de- 
prive the works of their hands, particularly such as had 
engaged to serve in this company, and were already trained, 
unless it were by open requisition ; in which case, some, 
whose absence would be dispensed with, might have turned 
out volunteers, on whom much more dependence could be 
placed, than on such as have forfeited their engagements, 
and been trepanned into another service. As I have no 
doubt that such clandestine proceedings will meet both with 
your disapprobation and reprehension, I am sorry to have 
the occasion of laying a complaint against one of your offi- 
cers on this score. Lieutenant Yellas Mead has enlisted 
several of my men without my knowledge or consent ; and 
though I called several times at his quarters, on purpose to 
speak with - him, yet he has left the country without seeing 
me, though within six miles. Such conduct, gentlemen, 
lays me under the necessity to give you this trouble, and 
to inform you that four of the men he inlisted are in my 
debt. These, at least, I flatter myself you will discharge, 
and order back to the works, were it only for example 
sake, which is certainly necessary for the good of the ser- 
vice in general; because soldiers, after receiving encou- 
ragement in one place, may move off to another corps or 
Province, if not checked, as whim, caprice, or a more com- 
modious situation may induce them. The debts these men 
owe are the mere balances due at our stores. We're I to 
make a charge of the time allowed them for discipline, for 
which they were paid as if at work, and to which I am 
justly entitled, my demands would be much more conside- 
rable. However, being loath to discourage the service, I 
have omitted that charge in their account ; and as I choose 
to have my company composed only of such as I can en- 
tirely depend on, I beg leave further to inform you, that 
three of the fellows, whose debts are considerable, 1 shall 
immediately discharge on their appearance here, and re- 
turn them to the battalion, having no doubt you will order 
their debts to be stopped out of their pay. 

With sincerest wishes of success — to the success of the 
British constitution and the liberties of America, I beg 
Heave, by Mr. Hays, my first lieutenant, to lay this repre- 
sentation before you, a favourable answer to which will 
greatly oblige, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble 

• selvant ' Robert Erskine. 

To the Colonel and Officers of the First Battalion of Con- 
tinental Forces, New-Jersey. 



end of Lake George, Ticonderoga, Crown Point, St. 
John's, and in the neighbourhood of Montreal, are pre- 
paring their accounts for a settlement. Some of them have 
already applied to me to know what salaries I intended to 
allow them. I having no authority to pay them any fixed 
wages ; do now apply to Congress to know what each per- 
son on the different posts are to receive for their services. 

I remain, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your obe- 
dient servant, TT7 X 

' Walter Livingston, 

Deputy Commissary- General. 
To the Honourable the Continental Congress. 



WALTER LIVINGSTON TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Albany, December 3, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The present successful campaign drawing 
to a close, the persons who have been employed by the 
commanding officers, and those whom I have nominated, 
by the direction of the Hon. Major-General Schuyler, to 
act in the commissary's branch at Fort George, the north 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Cambridge, December 3, 1775. 

Sir: I am commanded by his Excellency to inform you 
that four deserters have just arrived at head-quarters, giv- 
ing an account that several persons are to be s_en.t_.out of 
Boston, this evening or to-morrow, that have been lately 
inoculated with the small-pox, with design, probably, to 
spread the infection, in order to distress us as much as pos- 
sible. The men are sent for their examination upon oath, 
who will give you such intelligence as may make it neces- 
sary to send down some judicious person to Pudding Point, 
where those people are to be landed, to examine into the 
matter, upon whose report proper measures may be taken 
to frustrate this unheard-of and diabolical scheme. En- 
closed you have also a letter from Colonel Baldwin, con- 
taining the same account. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Robert H. Harrison, Aid- de- Camp. 

To the Honourable the President of the Council of the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay. 

COLONEL GLOVER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Beverly, December 3, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : I have the pleasure to inform your 
Excellency that Captain Manly, in your schooner Lee, 
brought into the mouth of Marblehead harbour, this morn- 
ing, the ship Concord, James Lowrie, master, from Glas- 
gow. The invoices, and all the papers on board her, have 
sent forward by Capt. Richard James. The ship, immedi- 
ately on her coming into Marblehead, ordered her to Be- 
verly. As she was turning in, got aground on the bar, but 
hope she will receive no damage. Captain Bartlctt and I 
shall take all the care of the ship and cargo possible can 
be taken. 

I am, sir, your Excellency's most humble servant, 

Jonathan Glover, Agent at Marblehead. 

To his Excellency General Washington. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Winter-Hill, December 3, 1775. 

Much respected Gentlemen: Notwithstanding every 
method has been taken to keep the Connecticut forces on 
the ground till relief could be had from the country, the 
cowardly traitors begin to leave us in companies and regi- 
ments, and that even six and seven days before the time is 
expired. What has possessed these vile poltroons remains 
yet a secret. We have sent handbills, similar to the one 
enclosed, before them on the road, and I trust they will 
have the designed effect. 

A gentleman from Boston was here last evening ; says 
the enemy are, by some means or other, fully acquainted 
with our situation, and he fears much they will take advan- 
tage of it. 

I entreat you, gentlemen, to spare no pains in forward- 
ing the march of your troops, as much may depend upon 
their speedy arrival. 

Your most obedient servant, John Sullivan. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety, New-Hampshire. 



JOSH. WENTWORTH TO STEPHEN MOYLAN. 

Portsmouth, December 3, 1775. 

Sir : I wrote you of 27th ultimo, per post, enclosing a 
package of papers and letters taken with the schooner 
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Rainbow ; am still without your directions respecting said 
vessel and cargo. 

Last evening, two officers passed through this town to 
head-quarters. I did not see either of them. This morn- 
ing, twenty-two men, including prisoners, from the armed 
schooners Franklin and Speedwell, came to town from 
Winter Harbour, where they inform me they left two 
prizes — one a schooner of one hundred and thirty tons, 
with sundry stores and dry goods, from London, for the 
island of St. John's; the other a brig, and laden with dry 
fish, packed in hogsheads, bound from Nova-Scotia to the 
West-Indies. These vessels were taken by the two armed 
vessels cruising off the mouth of the river St. Lawrence, 
of which you will be particularly informed by the officers 
gone forward. 

I must advise, from principle of security, that those ves- 
sels be ordered to this or some safe port, as soon as may 
be, not only from the danger of the enemy, but the dis- 
tance from any place of sale for the cargoes, should they 
be deemed prizes. Were I warranted, under a slight pre- 
tence, should not hesitate at ordering them hither without 
delay. The risk I apprehend but trifling, the distance 
only twelve leagues. Fish, at this time, is much wanted 
here, to complete the cargoes of sundry vessels fitting out 
for the Continental and Provincial service. It will com- 
mand thirteen shillings and four pence, per quintal, if it is 
good. 

The bearer, John Lewis, belonging to the schooner 
Speedwell, applied for a supply to defray his expense 
here, and help him forward to head-quarters ; which I 
thought justifiable, and have furnished him with three 
pounds eighteen shillings, lawful money. I shall wait fur- 
ther orders, and, on receipt thereof, immediately attend to 
them in the most secure and particular mode. 

Captain Adams, of the armed schooner Warren, informed 
me that his number of men are reduced to thirty odd, owing 
to sickness, and has left a number on shore, two of which 
have died. Jf he is to be continued any time cruising, 
would it not be advisable to make up his complement ? He 
is now out on a cruise. 

Nothing further has occurred worthy of notice ; which 
concludes nie, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Josh. Wentworth. 
Stephen Moylan, Esq. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OP SAFETY TO COLONEL 
HOB ART. 

In Committee of Safety, December 3, 1775. 

Sir: The pressing necessity of suddenly raising a num- 
ber of men to guard our lines, left open by the Connecticut 
forces, make it necessary for us to desire you (laying all 
other business aside) to proceed, with all possible despatch, 
to the County of Hillsborough, and endeavour to raise a 
number of companies for that service. 

We send you a number of inlisting orders, forms for the 
soldiers to sign, which we desire you to give out to such 
persons as you judge best for the service, of filling up the 
blanks when you deliver them. 

We entreat your exerting yourself, as your country, and 
all we have, may depend upon the lines being manned by 
the 10th of December. 

With great respect, in behalf of the Committee, I am 
your humble servant. 

Colonel Hobart. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COLONEL 
WALKER. 
In Committee of Safety, December 3, 1775. 

Sir : By express from General Sullivan, we are informed 
that the Connecticut troops, whose time by inlistment ex- 
pired the last day of November, are about returning home. 
General Washington has desired New-Hampshire to send 
him thirty-one companies, to man the lines until the 15th 
of January next, and to be at Winter-Hill by the 10th of 
this month at farthest. 

We send you enclosed several orders for inlistmenjt, and 
forms for the soldiers to sign, and desire you to find per- 
sons you judge suitable for inlisting and commanding the 
companies, and then to fill up the blanks. 



We earnestly request your utmost exertions in raising 
and forwarding the men, as our lines, being left open, 
may be of fatal consequence. The time is short ; pray 
employ every moment to have some companies marched. 
The captains are desired to be careful in inlisting none but 
good men, properly equipped, as they cannot be mustered. 
They must take provisions from home to last them to the 
camp, for which the General engages to pay the money. 

In behalf of the Committee, I am, &c. 

P. S. Your delaying one week in paying the troops will 
be no damage. Colonel Hobart has gone home on this 
business. James Shepherd, of Canterbury, has been re- 
commended as a good man to raise a company. 
Colonel Walker. 

MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Boston, December 3, 1775. 
My Lord : By a letter received last night from Lieu- 
tenant-Governour Cramahe, which your Lordship has en- 
closed, there is too much reason to fear that, by a general 
defection of the Canadians, the whole Province of Que- 
beck will fall into the hands of the Rebels ; and by a private 
letter from thence, of later date, by one day, I learn Mon- 
treal has surrendered ; that General Carleton was on his 
way down the river in an armed vessel, and that there was 
little reason to believe the capital would be able to with- 
stand the expected attack. 

The Lieutenant-Governour of Quebeck, under those cir- 
cumstances, has been induced to detain five transports sent 
from hence for forage, by which we not only lose the hay 
and corn expected, as per return in my separate letter of 
2d instant, but are deprived of one thousand four hundred 
and sixteen tons of shipping, to be added to the quantity 
specified in the return of tonnage in my despatch of 26th 
November as wanting for the removal of this garrison, &c, 
at one embarkation. I hope that the transports to replace 
these, and to make up the deficiency in the return, may 
be ordered out early in the spring, and in consideration of 
the loss we have already sustained by the enemy, that 
they should come under convoy. 

1 learn the Nancy brigantine, an ordnance transport, 
having on board four thousand stand of arms complete, one 
hundred thousand flints, a thirteen-inch mortar, with other 
stores in proportion, was taken in the bay last week by 
the Rebels' privateers, and affords an instance for this ne- 
cessity. The circumstance is rather unfortunate to us, as 
they are now furnished with all the requisites for setting 
the town on fire, having got a large quantity of round car- 
casses and other stores, with which they could not have 
been otherwise supplied. The particular manner whereby 
she was taken is not ascertained ; but so many artifices 
have been practised upon strangers, under the appearance 
of friendship, false pilots, &,c, that those coming out with 
stores of any kind cannot be put too much upon their 
guard. 

And I submit to your Lordship the necessity there may 
be of supplying the loss of arms, flints, &c, suffered on 
this occasion. 

I am also to request your Lordship will be pleased to 
direct twice the quantity of engineer's tools contained in 
the enclosed return to be sent out in separate ships, for 
two divisions of the army, both of which may be em- 
ployed in sieges. The date of this return will point out 
the time when the requisition was made. 

From an apprehension that the advantages gained by 
the Rebels in Canada, and their good fortune here in pos- 
sessing themselves of our stores, may encourage them to 
further attempts, I shall, with all despatch, send to Halifax 
the part of the Sixty-fifth now here under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bruce, who will command on his ar- 
rival ; and with this reinforcement I must conclude that 
place will be in perfect security. 

Upon this unfortunate event in Canada, and your Lord- 
ship's encouragement to mention my opinion, I beg leave 
to say, for the recovery of that Province as a primary ob- 
ject, the army to effect it should not consist of less than 
twelve thousand fighting men ; at the same time I desire 
I may not be understood to give up the plan as set forth 
in my letter, No. 2, of the 26th November, as the enemy 
will feel more immediate distress by being attacked on the 
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most vulnerable side, than from any success to be gained 
in Canada. 

The Admiral has informed me that, by a letter received 
this day from Captain Wallace, of the Rose ship-of-war, 
stationed at Rhode-Island, the Rebels give out they are to 
fortify the heights above the town of Newport; also that 
they are fitting out an armed ship at Philadelphia, to carry 
thirty-six guns, and two or three more of a less force, with 
a design of cruising to the southward, and to take Lord 
Dunmore in their way. 

I am, &c, W. Howe. 



LOUISA COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee held in Louisa, December 4, 1775, 
present, the Rev. Thomas Hall, Chairman, the Rev. John 
Todd, Thomas Johnston, (Mayor,) Charles Smith, Ro- 
bert Armistead, Thomas Johnston, (Sheriff,) Col. Rich- 
ard Anderson, James Dabney, Charles Barrett, Col. 
William White, Nathaniel Anderson, Waddy Thomson, 
Thomas Johnston, (minor,) George Meriwether, Charles 
Taney, John Bullock, William Pettus, Garret Minor, 
John Nelson, William Lipscomb, and William Hughes: 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Com- 
mittee be given to the Rev. Thomas Hall and John Todd 
for their unwearied application of their abilities in the ser- 
vice of their country, as well in checking the wild irregu- 
lar sallies of those who would aim at too much, as in 
rousing those Iethargick wretches who would tamely sub- 
mit to a deprivation of their rights and liberties, to a pro- 
per sense of their danger and duty. 

Resolved, also, on a consideration of the great distress 
that our brethren in some of the lower Counties are re- 
duced to by the calamity of the times, that this Commit- 
tee, in the name of the whole County, do make the best 
provision for them in their power, either by offering a wel- 
come asylum, or in contributing to their relief. 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

Henry Garrett, Clerk. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT-COLONEL SCOTT 
TO HIS FRIEND IN WILLIAMSBURG H, VA., BATED GREAT 
BRIDGE, DECEMBER 4, 1775. 

Since I wrote you, which was about two days ago, we have 
have been well informed that we killed sixteen negroes and 
five white men the first day we got to this place. The next 
day, Lieutenant Tibbs, who had the command of the boat 
guard, about five miles from this place, was attacked by a 
party of the King's troops and several negroes, upon 
which some of our people gave ground ; but Mr. Tibbs, 
with four of his people, maintained his post until I rein- 
forced him with fifty men under Captain Nicholas, who 
were obliged to pass through a very heavy fire from the 
enemy. Before they got to the place, Mr. Tibbs had beat 
off the enemy and killed seven of their men, amongst whom 
was the commander of the party. 

We still keep up a pretty heavy fire between us, from 
light to light. We have only lost two men ; and about 
half an hour ago one of our people was shot through the 
arm, which broke the bone near his hand. 

Last night was the first of my pulling off my clothes 
for twelve nights successively. Believe me, my good 
friend, I never was so fatigued with duty in my whole life; 
but I set little value upon my health when put in compe- 
tition with my duty to my country and the glorious cause 
we are engaged in. 

The Carolina forces are joining us. One company 
came in yesterday, and we expect eight or nine hundred 
of them to-morrow, or next day at farthest, with several 
pieces of artillery, and plenty of ammunition and other 
warlike stores. A gun fired — I must stop. 
1 P. S. Since I finished my letter, we saw a large pile of 
buildings at the far end of this town all in flames, between 
which and the fort we had four sentinels, who can give no 
account how it happened. As I mentioned above, the 
fire was discovered when the gun fired ; and, by the 
time the men got paraded, a volley of small arms was 
fired from the fort, mixed with, now and then, a cannon 
shot. About eleven at night it ceased for about half an hour, 
when, to our great surprise, we saw several other houses 



in a blaze, which are just now consumed. It is now one 
o'clock. 1 shall lie down till the next alarm. 



JOSIAH BARTLETT TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, December 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Yesterday I received yours of the 21st 
ultimo, requesting the Congress to grant a sum of money 
to our Colony, towards what we have advanced on account 
of the Continent. 1 took the opportunity this morning to 
lay the same before Congress, who have voted us the sum 
of forty thousand dollars, as you will see by the enclosed 
extract from their minutes. 

I fear it will not be ready in less than three or four 
weeks from this time, as all that has been emitted is ex- 
pended, and several grants previous to ours made on the 
next emission, which was ordered by Congress near a 
month ago ; but the Committee has been retarded for want 
of proper paper ; they now say they shall begin in a few 
days. 

If the Congress should not rise before the money is 
ready, (which is at present uncertain,) I will use my best 
endeavours to send it as soon as possible by some safe con- 
veyance ; perhaps I may send it to Cambridge, and inform 
you to send for it there. If the Congress shall rise before 
it can be procured, I will give my orders to have it sent 
as soon as may be, unless, by tarrying a short time, I can 
bring it with me. 

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your very humble 



servant, 



Josiah Bartlett. 



The Provincial Committee of Safety. 



SAMUEL TUCKER AND HENDRICK FISHER TO LORD STIR- 
LING. 

Burlington, December 4, 1775. 

My Lord : Your favour of the 2d current we duly re- 
ceived, and, agreeable to your directions in the return sent, 
we have sent the commissions of Captains Morris, Howell, 
and Conway, and all their officers, except the ensign's 
commission for Jonathan Ford Morris, to whose appoint- 
ment there are many objections, unnecessary to mention 
by us at this time. We wish some fit person was recom- 
mended, or, at least, some person that might be more 
agreeable for that ensigncy. Mr. Fisher has wrote to New- 
Brunswick about the barracks :. and further, a law this 
day passed our House appointing Barrackmasters. What 
success it will meet with by Governour and Council we 
can't yet tell. 

As to the several other matters you recommend to us, 
be assured we will do all in our power to forward. 

We are, with tenders of service, your Lordship's most 
obedient humble servants, ,-, m 

SAM. luCKER, 

Hend'k Fisher. 



LORD STIRLING TO ISAAC BONNEL. 

Elizabethtown, December 4, 1775. 
Sir: I have received your letter of this day's date by 
Captain Conway. In answer to which, I must desire that 
you will deliver into Captain Conway's charge all the 
blankets now under your care as Barrackmaster of this 
Province, having them first sorted into different parcels, 
viz: Such as are as good as new ones, those a little worn, 
such as are a quarter worn, and so on ; and this is to be 
done in the presence of two or three indifferent persons, 
to be chosen by yourself and Captain Conway, whose re- 
ceipt you will take for the same ; for my meaning is, that 
we shall be answerable for the value of these blankets, 
and to pay that value into the hands of any person the 
Assembly of this Province shall appoint to receive the 
same. The usual barrack furniture you will also deliver 
to Captain Conway, taking his receipt for them, particu- 
larly enumerated. And, with regard to the repairs neces- 
sary and the providing fire-wood, I should be glad you 
would have it executed ; and it shall be paid for by the 
Commissary of the Jersey troops in the Continental ser- 
vice at the usual rates. „ 

STIRLING. 

To < Isaac Bonnet , Esq., Perth- Amboy. 
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LORD STIRLING TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Elizabethtown, December 4, 1775. 

By a letter of the 27th ultimo,' from the President of the 
Continental Congress, I am informed that he has wrote to 
the Convention of New- York, to furnish the Continental 
troops under my command, in this Province, with as many 
fire-arms as they can spare, and that he has desired them 
to be sent for their use. 

I should be very glad to know what number can be 
spared ; and as I am ordered immediately to despatch six 
companies, of ninety each, to the new fort on Hudson 
river, in the Highlands, it would facilitate that service 
very much if three hundred stand of arms could immedi- 
ately be sent over to me ; and in order to avoid any danger 
there may be in passing by water to this place,! will take 
care at any appointed time to receive them with a proper 
guard, at Hoboken, Weehawken, or any other place on 
Hudson river that shall be thought most proper. 

The six companies destined to garrison the beforemen- 
tioned new fort, I hope will be ready to move during this 
and the next week. I purpose to march them to Dobbs's 
Ferry, where it will be necessary that two or three sloops 
should attend about eight days hence, in order to embark 
and sail with them as they arrive. As soon as I can fix 
the day on which the first company can be there, I will 
inform you of it. 

Be pleased to inform me whether the barracks at the 

new fortress be in readiness to receive the six companies I 

am ordered to send there, and whether provision, fire-wood, 

&c, be provided. I shall use my utmost endeavours to 

furnish the companies I send off with twenty-four rounds of 

powder Bnd ball. I hope your Congress will provide a 

further supply of those articles at the fortress. 

I am, sir, your most humble servant, c 

> ' J > Stirling. 

Nathaniel fVoodhull, Esq., Vice-President of the late 
New-York Provincial Congress. 



G0VERN0TJR TRTON TO WHITEHEAD HICKS. 

Ship Dutchess of Gordon, New- York Harbour, 
December 4, 1775 



ar, ) 



Sir : I desire you will lay before the Corporation the 
enclosed paper, containing my sentiments on the present 
convulsed state of this country, and that you will please to 
make the same publick. 



I am, fee, 



William Tryon. 



To Whitehead Hicks, Esq., Mayor of the City of New- 
York. 



to the inhabitants or the colony of new-york. 

I take this publick manner to signify to the inhabitants 
of this Province, that His Majesty has been graciously 
pleased to grant me his royal permission to withdraw from 
my Government, and at the same time to assure them of 
my readiness to perform every service in my power to 
promote the common felicity. 

If I am excluded from every hope of being any ways 
instrumental towards the re-establishment of that harmo- 
ny, at present interrupted, between Great Britain and her 
Colonies, I expect soon to be obliged to avail myself of 
His Majesty's indulgence. 

It has given me great pain to view the Colony commit- 
ted to my care in such a turbulent state as not to have 
afforded me, since my arrival, any prospect of being able 
to take the dispassionate and deliberate sense of its inhabi- 
tants, in a constitutional manner, upon the resolution of 
Parliament for composing the present ferments in the Pro- 
vinces. A resolution that was intended for the basis of an 
accommodation, and if candidly considered in a way which 
it will be most probably successful, and treated with that 
delicacy and decency requisite to the cultivation of a sin- 
cere reconciliation and friendship, might yet be improved 
for the purposes of restoring the general tranquillity and 
security of the empire. 1 owe it to my affection to this 
Colony, to declare my wish that some measure may be 
speedily adopted for this purpose, as I feel an extreme de- 
gree of anxiety in being witness to the growing calamities 
of this country, without the power to alleviate them; ca- 
lamities that must increase, while so many of the inhabi- 



tants withhold their allegiance from their Sovereign, and 
their obedience to the parent country, by whose power and 
patronage they have hitherto been sustained and protect- 
ed. William Tryon. 

Ship Dutchess of Gordon, Harbour of New-York, 
December 4, 1775. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY WILLIAM TRYON, ESQ. 

Now- York, December 6, 1775. 

Sir: As you have been pleased to address yourself in 
a publick manner to the inhabitants of this Province at 
large, an apology can hardly be necessary for the freedom 
I use in conveying my sentiments to you on the interesting 
contents of your letter, in which, as an individual, I feel 
myself deeply concerned. 

The rectitude of your Excellency's conduct, in your 
official capacity, has deservedly acquired you an eminent 
degree of popularity and esteem among all orders of men ; 
and, on this account, every step you take is an object of 
peculiar attention ; even what in another might seem of- 
fensive and exceptionable, in you is regarded with the 
most indulgent partiality. I should with regret see you 
embrace any measure which might tend to alienate the 
affections of the people, and sully the laurels you have 
reaped from your former virtuous administration. 

With respect to your letter under consideration, permit 
me to intimate to you, that, unless it be a mere formality, 
arising from the necessity of your station, it is, at least, a 
very indiscreet proceeding, and can answer no other end 
than to lessen you in the general estimation. We have too 
good an opinion of your understanding to imagine you 
can seriously believe there is any thing conciliating, or 
looking towards an accommodation, in the resolution you 
mention ; a resolution, the terms whereof are diametri- 
cally opposite to every principle of liberty, and which has 
been recommended to us by the most indelicate and inde- 
cent of all arguments — the point of the bayonet. We 
must confess to you, that we are as yet in a state of too 
much simplicity to understand rightly that species of kind- 
ness which is evidenced by carnage and devastation. 

Our interests we consider as inseparably united with 
those of our sister Colonies. In union we place our 
strength ; in disunion we see our destruction. We have 
also the greatest confidence in the judgment and integrity 
of those who are entrusted with the management of publick 
affairs ; and we can never think of deserting the common 
cause and breaking the most sacred engagements, by ven- 
turing to decide on what is properly a subject of general 
determination, and by exposing ourselves to the snares and 
entanglements of a separate treaty. The necessity of 
union we have been taught by the sagacious Lord North 
himself, who declared in the House of Commons, in sup- 
port of the motion, that if one link of the chain could be 
broken, the whole would inevitably fall to pieces, and that 
divide et impera (divide and domineer) is a maxim both 
just and wise in Government. For this instance of plain 
dealing we are very much indebted to his Lordship ; and 
if we do not profit by it, we shall exhibit to the world a 
lasting monument of unexampled stupidity. 

We would not wish to suppose that you would offer 
such violence to your " affection for this Colony," or bring 
such an indelible stain upon your own honour, as to be 
capable of stooping to the mean task of promoting those 
flagitious and dark designs avowed by the Minister; and 
yet, there are unfortunately some appearances, which, in 
a people less ingenuous than we are, might too easily beget 
a suspicion of the kind. 

It is incumbent upon us to thank your Excellency for 
the genteel and polite language in which you are pleased 
to charge us with disloyalty and rebellion. To say we 
have traitorously conspired against His Majesty's crown and 
dignity, and wantonly trampled upon the laws of the State, 
according to the stale jargon of the times, "would be far 
more harsh and ill-sounding than the smooth, harmonious 
expressions you have adopted. Only to tell us we "with- 
hold our allegiance from our Sovereign, and our obedience 
from the parent country," is civil enough, all things con- 
sidered. But, at the same time, we beg leave to assure 
you that you have been deceived as to the fact, and that, 
though we have been forced to stray from the ordinary 
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forms of decorum, we desire nothing more than to be speed- 
ily restored to the good old way in which we trod for al- 
most two centuries, to the mutual satisfaction and advan- 
tage of England and America. I know not how you can 
be unacquainted with this truth, that it is in the power of 
Administration, in a moment, tore-establish the tranquillity 
and security of the empire, which they alone have inter- 
rupted, by relinquishing those attempts which are subver- 
sive of our rights as a free people, and by reinstating us in 
the same happy situation in which the conclusion of the 
late war found us. Then shall Britain reap a rich harvest 
of opulence and power, the fruits of our loyalty and at- 
tachment, and we shall again flourish under the fostering 
wings of a reformed parent. 

I wish, however, that your Excellency had thought 
proper to explain what you meant by allegiance to the 
King, and obedience to the parent country. If by the for- 
mer you intend an unconditional obsequiousness to the will 
of the Prince, or of his Ministers, even though repugnant 
to the constitution, and by the latter an absolute submis- 
sion to the Jaws of Parliament in all cases, we must con- 
fess it is our glory to withhold both the one and the other. 
We acknowledge no obligations which are inconsistent with 
our rights and privileges as men and freemen. 

I am, with all due respect, your Excellency's most hum- 
ble servant, . n™..™ 

' A OlTIZEN. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED 
MONTREAL, DECEMBER 4, 1775. 

I have just arrived here from Quebeck, from whence I 
have been driven on account of my refusing to take arms 
against the American troops. General Montgomery's be- 
haviour in this country will gain him great honour, as he has 
all along acted with the greatest humanity and integrity. 
He is now on his way to Quebeck, with about three thou- 
sand men, and I suppose will be in possession of that gar- 
rison in_a few weeks. General Carletpn has about twelve 
hundred fighting men with him ; but the extensiveness of 
the walls, and the different places that his troops must re- 
pair to on an alarm, will so divide bis force, that to me it 
appears certain they cannot hold out long. His rigorous 
treatment of the Americans in Quebeck, from the first en- 
trance of the troops into the country, would take up more 
time than I can spare ; but to crown the whole, he has 
turned us all out, giving us two days to prepare, but not 
suffering us to take any thing. 

There will certainly be a strong army to retake Canada 
in the spring. The General has sent home a number of 
pilots to bring the fleet here early. I suppose the Con- 
gress will send men bere to defend it : and, indeed, should 
they garrison it with ten or twelve thousand, it will not be 
in the power of Britain to retake it. 

GOVERNOUH TRUMBULL TO COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Lebanon, December 4, 1775. 
Sir: Enclosed, I send you the certificate, permits, 8ic, 
from the Committee of Falmouth to Captain Phineas Fan- 
ning, to purchase and transport provisions to the Island of 
Nantucket, and the subsequent doings of the inhabitants of 
Suffolk County, on Long-Island, thereon. This 1 should 
not have noticed, but as I am informed by Captain Niles, 
who commands one of the armed vessels belonging to this 
Colony, called the Spy, of nine other vessels, as large, and 
some larger permits, some of which have been into this 
Colony, but have not succeeded here, and are now gone 
to Long-Island. Surely such large supplies of provisions 
to the favourites of Administration looks suspicious, and 
ought to be duly watched. Indeed, it was always my opi- 
nion that those inhabitants of that Island who are friendly 
to this country's cause, ought to remove themselves to the 
main, and leave the rest to be supported by their good 
friends the Administration. I give you this intelligence 
that such measures may be taken, that while we are at war 
with, we may not at the same time be feeding our enemies. 
I am, with the greatest respect and esteem, sir, your 
most obedient, humble servant, 

Jonathan Trumbull. 

To the President; of the Council of the Massachusetts- 
Bay. 



Falmouth, October 19, 1775. 
These may certify any Committee of Correspondence, 
Inspection, &c, or any other whom it may concern, that 
we, the Committee of Correspondence of Falmouth, in tbe 
County of Barnstable, in the Province of Massachusetts- 
Bay, are appointed a Committee of Supplies for the Island 
of Nantucket, with orders to give permits to any that shall 
make application to us for provisions for the internal use 
of said Island, to be supplied through us, from any Colony 
or Province in North-America ; those we give permits to 
being persons we can confide in. 

Barakiah Bassett, Chairman. 

Nathaniel Shiverick, Clerk. 

A true copy of the original, taken at Shelter-Island, 
November 27, by me, 

Ret. Moore, Clerk of the Spy. 

These may certify to whom it may concern, that Phi- 
neas Fanning acquaints us he intends to import to this 
Island a quantity of provisions, which we think will be 
wanted for the internal consumption of the inhabitants. 
Josiah Barker, ""l 

Shuball Bainard, I t „ 

Stephen Hussey, V Selectmen. 

Richard Mitchell, Jr., J 

A true copy of the original, taken at Shelter-island, the 
27th of November, 1775, by me, 

Ret. Moore, Clerk of the Spy. 

Falmouth, October 19, 1775. 

This is to certify whom it may concern, that the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence of the Town of Falmouth, in the 
County of Barnstable, have permitted Phineas Fanning, 
of Nantucket, to purchase five hundred barrels of flour, 
three hundred barrels of beef, one hundred firkins of but- 
ter, one thousand weight of leather, six hundred weight of 
tallow, sixteen cords of wood, three hundred pair of shoes, 
and any other necessary for the internal consumption of 
the inhabitants of the Island of Nantucket, agreeable to an 
act of the General Court of the Province of the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, in New-England, passed August, 1775. 

By order of the Committee : « 

Nathaniel Shiverick, Clerk. 

A true copy of the original, taken at Shelter-Island, 
November 27, 1775. 

Ret. Moore, Clerk of the Spy. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the County of Suf- 
folk, November 7, 1775: 

Ordered, That Mr. Phineas Fanning be permitted to 
purchase and take on board his vessel, the Ranger, in this 
county, five hundred barrels of flour, or wheat equivalent, 
three hundred barrels of beef, one hundred firkins of butter, 
one thousand weight of leather, six hundred weight of tal- 
low, sixteen cords of wood, three hundred pair of sboes, 
two hundred weight of flax, two hundred weight of hog's 
lard, one hundred weight of candles, and twenty barrels of 
pork ; to be transported to Falmouth, in the Massachusetts- 
Bay : and that he produce a certificate at or before the first 
of April next, from the Committee of Correspondence of 
said Falmouth, of the delivery of said goods according to 
their order, the danger of the seas and seizures excepted, 
on penalty of being advertised as an enemy to his country; 
said certificate to be delivered to the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of the town of Southold; and that said goods be 
shipped under the inspection of Colonel Thomas Cushing, 
James Howell, Sylvester Lester, and James Havens, or 
either of them. 

Per order : Wi. Smith, Chairman. 

The above is a true copy of the original, taken at Shel- 
tei-Island, November 27, 1775. 

Ret. Moore, Clerk of the Spy. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL. 

Cambridge, December 4, 1775. 

Sir: S. Smith and Joseph Young were taken prisoners 
on board a sloop in the Ministerial service, as you will see 
by a copy of a charter party, found amongst other papers, 
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on board the sloop Polly. The first is the captain, the 
other the mate. 

John Hitch, captain ; Thomas Goulding, pilot ; James 
Piper, John Siplin, William Allen, Thomas Anderson, 
Henry Stampson, mariners. These were taken on board the 
sloop Success, by some of the inhabitants of Salem. They 
were armed, and belong to Boston. Sent up by the Com- 
mittee of Safety. 

Pat. Burns, Richard Rabiis, Robert Burnet, Thomas 
Walden, and Willia7n Hancock, sailors belonging to the 
Canceaux man-of-war. John Larkin and Bateman Ba- 
ker, midshipmen belonging to the Canceaux. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
Stephen Moylan, P. T. S. 

To the Hon. James Otis, President of the Council. 

P. S. A team will be necessary to carry the baggage. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, December 4, 1775. 

Sir: Three men having deserted from one of the armed 
schooners hi the harbour of Newport, on Wednesday eve- 
ning last, the Captain, with a Midshipman, came ashore 
after them, and were both taken prisoners. They were 
brought here yesterday. The Captain, whose name is 
Stanhope, was a lieutenent on board the Glasgow. It 
was reported that he was a son of Earl Stanhope. Upon 
examination he denied it, but confessed a relation and ac- 
quaintance with his Lordship, and declined giving any par- 
ticular account of himself. I am informed that he is nearly 
related to his Lordship ; and that he is nephew to the 
Dutchess of Chandois. I have no doubt but that he is a 
person of some consequence. He cannot be safely kept 
here unless he is confined in close jail, which I should not 
choose. I request your Excellency's early advice upon this 
subject ; and, in the mean time, shall take every prudent 
precaution to prevent his escape. 

I am greatly concerned at the disinclination of the sol- 
diers to reinlist in the Continental Army ; and should be 
glad to know, as soon as possible, what deficiency there will 
probably be, that our attention may be turned towards sup- 
plying our.quota for completing the army. For the doing 
of which, your Excellency may rely upon my utmost ex- 
ertions. 

I am, with great esteem, sir, your most obedient and 
humble servant, 

To General Washington. 



Nicholas Cooke. 



John Smith, a soldier in Captain Harwood's Company, 
and in Colonel Learned's Regiment, confined for attempt- 
ing to desert to the enemy. 

The prisoner appears, and pleads guilty. 

The Court are of opinion he is guilty of a breach of the 
8th as well as of the 7th article of the Rules and Regula- 
tions of the Massachusetts Army, and therefore adjudge 
him to pay the sum of eight shillings to Brigadier-General 
Thomas, to defray the expense of bringing him back to 
camp, and suffer six months imprisonment in Newgate 
Prison, in Symsbury. 

Owen Resick,a transient person, confined for aiding, ad- 
vising, and assisting John Smith to desert to the enemy. 

The prisoner appears, and pleads not guilty. 

On hearing and examining the evidence brought to sup- 
port the charge, the Court are of opinion the prisoner is 
guilty of a breach of the 8th and 31st articles of the Rules 
and Regulations of the Massachusetts Army ; and there- 
fore adjudge him to suffer one year's imprisonment in New- 
gate Prison, in Symsbury, and as much longer as the pre- 
sent disputes between Great Britain and the Colonies shall 
subsist. 

Attest : J. Ward, President. 

The above sentences were confirmed by Major-General 
Ward. Samuel Osgood, Aid-de-camp. 

Abstract of Accounts sent the General respecting the fore- 
going Prisoners, viz: 
Allowance of provisions, subsistence in health 

and during sickness, &c, charged, - - £18 13 11 
For attendance of John Smith, Nathaniel 

Winchell's account, ------- 260 

Ashel Hollcomb, Esq., keeping guard and 

tending, &c, John Smith, - - - - - 1114 

Purchase Capon, Eleazer Rice, Nathaniel 

Winchell, and Samuel Prounty, seventy 

nights watching, at 1*. 3d., - • - - 4 7 6 
Surgeons, dressing, visits, &c, John Smith, 7 6 5 
Committee, for expenses, ------ 960 

Coffin for John Short, per Elijah Wolworth, 7 

£43 18 2 



AT A GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL HELD AT ROXBURY, DE- 
CEMBER 4, 1775 — present: 

Colonel Jonathan Ward, President. 

Members: Captains Rowley, Hazeltine, Ball, and 
Briggs : Lieutenants Bissel, Gray, Pincheon, J. Gray, 
Jacobs, Redding, and Sheppard. 

The Court being duly sworn, proceeded to the trial of 
John Short, a soldier in Captain Clapp's Company, and 
Colonel Cotton's Regiment, confined for desertion and 
theft. 

The prisoner appears and pleads not guilty. - 

On hearing the evidence brought to support the charge, 
the Court are unanimously of opinion the prisoner is guilty. 
It likewise appears very clear to the Court, from sundry 
papers that were found with him, and from his own inco- 
herent stories, that be is guilty of a breach of the 27th and 
29th, and also the 3d article of the Rules and Regulations 
of the Massachusetts Army. According to said rules, the 
Court adjudge the following sums of money to be paid out 
of his wages and effects, viz: To Captain Earl Clapp, the 
sum of 11. 16s., for expense of advertising and apprehend- 
ing him; also, 36s., that said Clapp paid, at said Short's 
desire, for a former theft. To William Cowing, a. soldier 
in Captain Clapp's company, 36s. \0d., that he carried 
away with him when he deserted. To Daniel Crawford, 
in said company, 47. 16s., for the damage done him by 
stealing his clothes. Likewise adjudge him to be whipped 
thirty-nine stripes on the naked back, and suffer two years 
imprisonment \n_Newgate Prison, in Symsbury, and as 
muchjonger as the present contest between Great Britain 
and the ^^erfcaa.Colpnies shall subsist. 
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL M c DOUGALL, 

Cambridge, December 4, 1775. 

Sir: Henry Knox, Esq., having informed me by letter 
from New- York, of the 27th ultimo, that, upon his appli- 
cation, you had been kind enough to promise your good 
offices in Congress, to have twelve good iron four-pound- 
ers, with a quantity of shells and shot, sent to this camp, 
and also to spare two brass six-pounders, I have now the 
pleasure to acquaint you that we are fully supplied with 
shells and shot from the store-ship which has fortunately 
fallen into our hands, and there is no necessity that these 
two articles should be sent. The cannon are much want- 
ed, and I should be much obliged by your having them 
forwarded as expeditiously as possible. 

I am, &.c, George Washington. 

Colonel Alexander McDougall, New- York. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO WILLIAM BARTLETT. 

Cambridge, December 4, 1775. 
Sir : I am commanded by his Excellency to inform you 
that he does not consider the sloop at Cape-Anne, sent in 
by Captain Broughton, to be a prize, and that he does not 
wish to have any thing to do with her. There should al- 
ways be great care taken that cargoes brought in should 
not be injured or embezzled. It appears that the vessel 
belongs to General Greene, and he will dispose of her as 
he shall think proper. I am, sir, your humble servant, 

R. H. Harrison. 
William, Bartlett, Esq., Beverly. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO WILLIAM PALFREY. 

Cambridge, December 4, 1775. 
Sir: I am commanded by his Excellency to inform you 
that he received your favours of the 1st and 3d instant, and 
that your activity and conduct merit his approbation. He 
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is much obliged to the people who have afforded their as- 
sistance in securing this valuable prize, and for the alert- 
ness they have discovered, and zeal foi the service of their 
•country. You will be pleased to spare the Committee a 
few of the cannon shot, taking a receipt for the same, and 
mentioning the sort, that they may be repaid when they 
get theirs. As to the cannon, his Excellency is exceed- 
ingly sorry that the want of them here is so great that he 
cannot spare them, or he willingly would. His Excellency 
thinks that the ship Concord and cargo should be a prize, 
as the enemy every day are seizing our vessels ; but, con- 
ceiving himself not authorized to judge a vessel coming 
from Britain here, with goods for a company or house in 
Boston, he thinks it expedient to send to Congress for their 
determination, for which purpose an express will go to- 
morrow morning, with such letters and papers as may be 
necessary for them to determine upon. 
. .Lfjf.thjs vessel can, be run up into some secure place, 
where tjig eijemy cannot get her again, the goods may and 
should be. kept on board, under a proper guard, to prevent 
embezzlement. But if this cannot be done, and there will 
be danger of the enemy's recovering the ship and cargo, 
the goods must be landed. The bill of lading is sent for 
that purpose, which will do as well' as the invoice. There 
are Several .small parcels on board, for which there are no 
invoices. Tarn, &c, 

R. H. Harbison. 
P. S. The Committee may keep the two four-pounders 
you spared them till called for. Take their receipt. 

To Colonel John Glover, Marblehead, the same. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO JONATHAN GLOVER. 

Cambridge, December 4, 1775. 

Sir: I am commanded by his Excellency to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your favour of the 3d instant, giving 
an account of Captain Manly's taking the sloop Concord, 
from Glasgow, with goods from Boston. His Excellency- 
has no doubts but (as the enemy are seizing and making 
prizes of our vessels every day) that reprisals should be 
made; but not thinking himself authorized to declare ves- 
sels taken, transporting goods from English or British 
owners for their agents here, lawful captures, he has 
thought it expedient to refer the matter to the determina- 
tion of the Congress, for which an express is to set out 
with every necessary letter and papers that were found on 
board Captain Laurie. If the ship can be kept entirely 
secure from the enemy, and run into any place where 
there would be no risk of the enemy getting her again, his 
Excellency would advise the cargo to be kept on board, 
an3 an officer and guard to prevent embezzlement or loss. 
If this cannot be done, she must be unladened, and the 
"goods secured until further orders. 

I am yours, &c, S. Moylan. 

To William Martlett, Esq., the same. 



WJLLIAM_ WATSON TO STEPHEN MOTLAN. 

Plymouth, December 4, I775-. 

Sir: Your much esteemed favour of the 1st instant, per 
Lieutenant Champion, came to hand at eight o'clock, Sa- 
iurday evening. I did, without a moment's loss of time, 
set out, determined, if it were possible, to get the brigan- 
t tine to sea next day, which, with the assistance of my good 
friend, Mr. Spooner, I happily effected. After repairing 
on board the brig Saturday night, inquiring into the cause 
of the uneasiness among the people, and finding it princi- 
pally owing to their want of clothing, and after supplying 
them with what they wanted, the whole crew, to a man, 
gave three cheers, and declared their readiness to go to sea 
the next morning. The warm weather at that time, and the 
news of Captain Manly's good success, had a very happy 
influence on the minds of the people. The brig sailed Sun- 
day afternoon, and has had fine weather ever since. 

Captain Coit is got from Barnstable, has hauled his 
schooner on the ways, is now graving and refitting her, will 
be ready in two days, and is determined to take another 
cruise in her. His people are contented and behave well. 

I have the six negroes now in my care, and shall wait 
his Excellency's directions respecting them. 



I have, agreeably to the General's orders of the 16th 
ultimo, delivered to Jabez Hatch's order his bedding and 
wearing apparel. I found nothing secreted among them. 

I would take this opportunity to inform his Excellency, 
that instead of seven half-joes delivered Captain Coit by 
Captain Coffin, it was eight half-joes. I have not had op- 
portunity yet to mention this matter to Captain Coit. If 
Coit has delivered me one more than he received of Cof- 
fin, I shall return it to him. 

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

William Watson. 
Stephen Moylan, Esq. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read December 13, 1775.] 

Cambridge, December 4, 1775. 
Sir: I had the honour of writing to you the 30th ulti- 
mo, enclosing an inventory of the military stores taken on 
board the brig Nancy, by Captain Manly, of the armed 
schooner Lee. I have now to inform you, that he has 
since sent into Beverly a ship named the Concord, James 
Laurie master, from Greenock, in Scotland, bound to Bos- 
ton. She has on board dry goods and coals, to the value 
of 3,606/. 9s. Id. sterling, shipped by Crawford, An- 
derson Sf Co., and consigned to James Anderson, mer- 
chant, in Boston. It is mentioned in the letters found on 
board, that this cargo was for the use of the army ; but on 
strict examination I find it is really the property of the 
shippers, and the person to whom consigned. Pray 
what is to be done with this ship and cargo ? and what with 
the brigantine which brought the military stores ? 

It was agreed in the conference last October, " that all 
vessels employed merely as transports and unarmed, with 
their crews, to be set at liberty upon their giving security to 
return to Europe; but that this indulgence be not extend- 
ed longer than till the first of April next.' r In the shippers' 
letter they mention, "you must procure a certificate" from 
the General and Admiral, of the Concord's being in the 
Government service, such as the Glasgow packet_.brought 
with her, which was of great service, procured a liberty to 
arm her, which was refused us, alsogave her a preference for 
some recruits that went out in her." In another part of 
their letter they say, " Captain Laurie Will deliver you the 
contract for the coals: we gave it to him, as it perhaps 
might be of use as a certificate of his ship being employed 
in the Government service." Every letter on board 
breathes nothing but enmity to this country, and a vast 
number of them there are. 

It is some time since I recommended to the Congress 
that they would institute a court for tjhe trial of prizes made 
by the Continental armed vessels, which I hope they have 
ere now taken into their consideration, otherwise I should 
again take the liberty of urging it in the most pressing 
manner. 

The scandalous conduct of a great number of the Con- 
necticut troops, has laid me under the necessity of calling 
in a body of the militia much sooner than I apprehended 
there would be an occasion for such a step. I was afraid 
some time ago that they would incline to go home when 
the time of their inlistment expired. I called upon the 
officers of the several regiments, to know whether they 
could prevail on the men to remain until the first of Janu- 
ary, or till a sufficient number of other forces could be 
raised to supply their place : I suppose they were deceived 
themselves; I know they deceived me, by assurances that 
I need be under no apprehension on that score, for the 
men would not leave the lines. Last Friday showed how 
much they were mistaken, as the major part of the troops 
of that Colony were going away with their arms and am- 
munition. We have, however, by threats' persuasion, and 
the activity of the people of the country, who sent back 
many of them that had set out, prevailed upon the most 
part to stay ; there are about eighty of them missing. I 
have called in three thousand men from tins Provinee ; arid 
General Sullivan, who lately returned from the Province 
of New- Hampshire, having informed me that a number of 
men were there ready at the shortest notice, I have de- 
manded two thousand from that Province. /These two 
bodies I expect will be in by the 10th instant, to make up 
the deficiency of the Connecticut men, whom I have pro- 
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mised to dismiss on that day, as well as the numbers to 
whom I was obliged to grant furloughs before any would 
inlist. 

As the same defection is much to be apprehended when 
the time of the Massachusetts-Bay, New- Hampshire, and 
Rhode-Island forces are expired, I beg the attention of 
Congress to this important affair. I am informed that it 
has been the custom of these Provinces, in the last war, for 
the legislative powers to order every town to provide a 
certain quota of men for the campaign : this, or some other 
mode, should be at present adopted, as I am satisfied the 
men cannot be had without. This the Congress will 
please [to take into their immediate consideration. My 
suspicions on this head I shall also communicate to the 
Governours Trumbull and Cooke; also to the New-Hamp- 
shire Convention. 

The number inlisted in the last week are about thirteen 
hundred men ; by this you see how slow this important 
work goes on. Enclosed is a letter wrote to me by Gen- 
eral Putnam, recommending Colonel Babcock to the Bri- 
gadier-Generalship now vacant in this army. I know no- 
thing of this gentleman ; but I wish the vacancy was filled, 
as the want of one is attended with very great inconve- 
niences. 

An express has just come in from General Schuyler, 
with letters from Colonel Arnold and General Montgo- 
mery, copies of which I have the honour to enclose you. 
Upon the whole, I think affairs carry a pleasing aspect in 
that quarter. The reduction of Quebeck is an object of 
such great importance, that I doubt not the Congress will 
give every assistance in their power for the accomplishing 
it this winter. 

By the last accounts from the armed schooners sent to 
the river St. Lawrence, I fear we have but little to ex- 
pect from them ; they were falling short of provisions, and 
mention that they would be obliged to return, which at this 
time is particularly unfortunate, as, if they choose a proper 
station, all the vessels coming down that river must fall into 
their hands. The plague, trouble, and vexation I have 
had with the crews of all the armed vessels, is inexpressi- 
ble. T do believe there is not on earth a more disorderly 
set. Every time they come into port we hear of nothing 
but mutinous complaints. Manly's success has lately, 
and but lately, quieted his people. The crews of the 
Washington and Harrison have actually deserted them ; 
so that I have been under the necessity of ordering the 
agent to lay the latter up, and get hands for the other on 
the best terms he could. 

The House of Representatives, and the honourable 
Board, have sent me a vote of theirs relative to the har- 
bour of Cape- Cod, which you have herewith. I shall send 
an officer thither to examine what can be done for its de- 
fence ; though I do not think I shall be able to give them 
such assistance as may be requisite, for I have at present 
neither men, powder, or cannon to spare. The great want 
of powder is what the attention of Congress should be par- 
ticularly applied to. I dare not attempt any thing offen- 
sive, let the temptation or advantage be ever so, great, as I 
have not more of that most essential article than will be 
absolutely necessary to defend our lines, should the enemy 
attempt to attack them. 

By THcent information from Boston, Gen. Howe is going to 
send out a number of the inhabitants, in order, it is thought, 
to make more room for his expected reinforcements. 
There is one part of the information that 1 can hardly give 
credit to: a sailor says that a number of those coming out 
have been Inoculated, with design of spreading the small- 
pox through this country and camp. I have communica- 
ted this to the General Court, and recommended their 
attention thereto. They are arming one of the transports 
in Boston, with which they mean to decoy some of our 
armed vessels. As we are apprised of their design, I 
hope they will be disappointed. 

My best respects wait on the gentlemen in Congress, 
and I am,STryybTrr most humble obedient servant, 

< George Washington. 

The Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P. 15. T was misinformed when I mentioned that one 
regiment had arrived at Boston; a few companies of the 
seventeenth, and artillery, were all that areyetcome. Near 



three hundred persons are landed on Point Shirley, from 
Boston. 



GENERAL PUTNAM TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Camp in Cambridge, December 1, 1775. 

Sir: I shall esteem it as a particular favour if your Ex- 
cellency will be so obliging as to recommend my worthy 
friend, Colonel Henry Babcock, to the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress, to be appointed to the rank of Brigadier- 
General in the Continental Army. I have been upon ser- 
vice with him several campaigns the last war, and have 
seen him in action behave with great spirit and fortitude, 
when he had the command of a regiment. He has this 
day been very serviceable in assisting me in quelling a 
mutiny, and bringing back a number of deserters. 

Your Excellency well knows I am in great want of a 
Brigadier-General in my division, and such a one as lean 
put confidence in and rely upon. I know of no man who 
will fill the vacancy with more honour than the gentleman 
above named. 

I have the honour to be, with great truth and regard, 
your Excellency's most obedient, most humble servant, 

Israel Putnam, M. G. 
His Excellency General Washington. 

In the House of Representatives, December 1,1775. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker and Colo- 
nel Orne, with such as the Honourable Board shall join, be 
a Committee to acquaint his Excellency General Wash- 
ington of the importance of Cape- Cod harbour, and to 
confer with him on some method to deprive the enemy of 
the advantage they now receive therefrom. 

Sent up for concurrence. T w „ , 

1 J. Warren, Speaker. 

In Council, December 1, 1775. 

Read and concurred. Walter Spooner, Esq., is joined. 

Perez Morton, Hep. Sec'y. 

orders by general washtngto^. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, December 1, 1775. 
(Parole, Exeter.) (Countersign, Providence.) 

The fatal consequences which have at all times, and 
upon all occasions, befallen armies attacked at unawares, 
when men are scattered and remote from their posts, or 
negligent whilst at them, are too well known, and very 
often too unhappily felt, to stand in need of description ; 
whereas, a handful of men, prepared for an attack, are 
seldom defeated : It is therefore ordered, in the most ex- 
press and peremptory terms, that no non-commissioned 
officer or soldier do presume, under any pretence what- 
soever, day or night, to.be out of drum-call of his alarm 
post, without leave of the Captain or coin main ding officer 
of the company he belongs to. And it Ts also as expressly 
ordered that no non-commissioned officer or soldier do 
pass from Cambridge, and the lines. pn„this_sjde the river, 
to Roxbury, or come from thence hither," or 'go from either 
to any other place in the neighbourhood, without awritten 
pass from the Captain' or commanding officer of the com- 
pany he belongs to, although he shouhTjiot mean to stay 
more than an hour or two. t ^__ 

The officers of each regiment are to be subject to the 
same restraints, and to obtain leave in the same manner 
from the Colonel or commanding officer of the regiment 
they respectively belong to; and it ir expected that all 
officers and soldiers in this army will pay the strictest at- 
tention to this order, as they shall answer the consequence. 
This order is not intended to change the mode of giving 
furloughs, (already pointed out in past orders,) the sole 
design being to keep men to their duty, that they may be 
always ready to meet their enemy upM the shortest notice. 

It is again and again expressly ordered, that an. officer 
of each company do once a day examine the arms and 
ammunition of the company he belongs to, and see that 
they are fit for use. This and the ibregomgTjrders are to 
be frequently read to the men, and the usefulness of them 
fully inculcated upon their minds ; they are to be consi- 
dered as standing orders, till countermanded, 

The Colonels or commanding officers j)i* The n?w esta- 
blished regiments are to take especial care that the new 



183 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, Sic, DECEMBER, 1775. 



154 



recruits are put under proper drill-sergeants as fast as they 
join, in order that they may, as quick as possible, be made 
acquainted with their duty. It is also recommended to 
these gentlemen to provide their regiments with good 
drummers and fifers. 

,-,..-. v-i. i...^r .Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 2, 1775. 
(Parole, — -.) (Countersign, .) 

,James M McCormick, of Captain Dibble? s company, in 
Colonel iVooclhncfge's regiment, tried at a General Court- 
Martial, for " striking General Putnam s horse, and saying, 
at jhe ^same, time, damn you! who is there? clear the 
road ! and for repeatedly leaving the camp without orders." 
The Court are of opinion that the prisoner is guilty of a 
breach „ojLthe = M, 15th, 16th, and 17th Articles of War, 
and adjudge Fun to receive thirty-nine lashes on his bare 
back. 

Sergeant James King, of Colonel Patterson's regi- 
ment, tried at the same General Court-MartiaJ, upon an 
appeal from a Regimental Court-Martial. The Court were 
of opinion that the prisoner is guilty of being absent from 
his. regiment without leave, and of striking and abusing 
Sergeant Goodrich when in the execution of his duty, and 
therefore adjudge the prisoner to be reduced to the ranks 
and pay a fine of twenty shillings, to be appropriated ac- 
cording to the 51st Article of the Rules and Regulations 
of the Army. 

- _ Head.Quarters, Cambridge, December 3, 1775. 

(Parole, Saivbridge.) (Countersign, Hartley.) 

It is with surprise and astonishment the General learns, 
that, notwithstanding the information which was communi- 
cated to the Connecticut troops, of the relief being order- 
ed to supply their places by the 10th of this month, that 
many of them have taken their arms with them and gone 
off, not only without leave, but contrary to express orders. 
This if, therefore, to inform those who remain, that the 
General has sent an express to the Governour of Connec- 
ticut with trie names of such men as have left the camp, 
in order that they may be dealt with in a manner suited 
to the ignominy of their behaviour. The General also in- 
forms those who remain, that it is necessary for them to 
obtajn a_written_discharge from the commanding officer of 
the regiment they belong to, when they are dismissed on 
the 10th instant, that they may be distinguished from and 
not treated as deserters. 

ThejC.cJonjls And commanding officers of the Connecti- 
cut regiments_are to give in the names of all those of their 
respective regiments, for the purpose above mentioned. 



prisoners, (all blacks,) with four exceeding fine muskets, 
and defeated the guard. There is hardly an hour in the 
day but we exchange a few shot. I am, &.c. 



." Head.Quarters, Cambridge, December 4, 1775. 

(Parole, Cutting.) ~ (Countersign, Payne.) 

Lieutenant-C olon el Enos, tried at a late General Court- 
Martial, whereof Brigadier-General Sullivan was Presi- 
dent, for " leaving his commanding officer without per- 
mission or orders, and returning to Cambridge." The 
Court, "alter mature consideration of the evidence, are 
unanimously of opinion that the prisoner was, by absolute 
necessity, obliged to return with his division, and do there- 
fore acquit him with honour. 

The General orders Lieutenant-Colonel Enos to be 
forthwith releasedfrom his arrest. 



" " Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 5, 1775. 

Parole, Albany. Countersign, Bristol. 



EXTRACT. OF A, LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT-COLONEI. SCOTT 
TO HISXRIENDIN W1LLIAMSBURGH, VA., DATED GREAT- 
BRIDGE, DECEMBER 4, 1775. 

Since mylasTwe have sent a party of one hundred men, 
under the command f Col. Stevens, of the Minute Battalion, 
over the river, who fell in last night, about twelve o'clock, 
with a guard of about thirty men, chiefly negroes. They 
got close up to the sentinel undiscovered ; the sentinel chal- 
lenged, and was not answered, upon which he fired. Our 
people being too eager, began the fire immediately, with- 
out or der s, and kept it up very hot for near fifteen minutes. 
We killed one, burnt another in the house, and took two 



CONSTITUTIONAL POST-OFFICE OF ANNAP O T, I S~.' 

Annapolis Constitutional Post-Office, ) 
December 5. 1775. J 

Notice is hereby given that the Northward and. South- 
ward Mails arrive at this office every Friday at two o'clock, 
and return the same day at six ; and on every Monday a 
rider leaves this town for Baltimore, and returns on Tues- 
day for the Northward Mail. 

The Constitutional Office having been instituted by the 
Congress for the security and ready conveyance of letters 
and all kinds of intelligence through this Continent, and 
as the same has been attended with a great expense, it is 
not doubted that all well-wishers to the present laudable 
opposition in America will promote the same, by sending, 
and procuring to be sent, all letters, packages, &c, to the 
Constitutional Post-Office. 

William Whetcroft, Postmaster. 



LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters, Elizabethtown, December 5, 1775. 

Sir : In answer to the letters I wrote yesterday to Col- 
onel Woodhull at New-York, I have this moment received 
a letter from him, of which the enclosed is a copy. 

The receipt of this letter shall make jio alteration in 
my conduct with regard to preparing the six companies 
ordered to march to the new fortress on fjhubsTL: river, 
but shall hold them in readiness to march until furth er or- 
der from the Congress. The members of the Continen- 
tal Congress, who are best acquainted witk the country in 
the neighbourhood of the new fortress, must know the Im- 
possibility of quartering men in any place contiguous, to 
it, for there are not five habitable houses, within jive miles 
of it. It is my private opinion that we. can. a.t any time 
aid that fortress from hence as well as^Xrom any other 
place I know of, especially if I am allowed a discretionary 
power of giving such aid, whenever, by my intelligence, I 
find it is like to be necessary: the men, in the mean 
time, will be made more fit for service. However, I shall 
strictly adhere to any instructions I may receive from the 
Congress. 

There are, I am informed, several men, who were re- 
cruited in this Province for the New-York tegiment in the 
Continental service, lately returned into this neighbourhood, 
I believe, without discharges ; they spread evil reports of 
the hardships they pretend to have met with, anrT greatly 
discourage the present service, I should be glad to be 
instructed what I may do with such as I meet with. 

With great veneration and esteem, I am your most obe- 
dient and most humble servant, ^3 

Stirling.. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq. 



NATHANIEL WOODHULL TO LORD. STIRLING. 

New- York, December 5, 1775, 
Mr Lord: We were honoured last, night with your 
favour of yesterday, upon the subject of arms for your 
troops, their marching to the new fort, and the making pro- 
vision of fire-wood and other necessaries, for them. In 
answer to which we inform you, that tjiITJeputyT^ommis- 
sary-General has orders to provide provisions for one thou- 
sand men, a considerable part of which is already sent to 
the fort, and we have directed our Commissioners to pur- 
chase fire-wood sufficient for the barracks nowFuHt, and 
to be built, for the winter season. ...Those.. already built 
will not lodge more than three hundxed men, and a great 
part of them are now occupied by the workmen.; the re 
maining part will not quarter more, than two complete 
companies. Two incomplete companies are now there, 
and a third came from thence a few days ago, to guard the 
prisoners to Newark. When this company was there, the 
barracks were much crowded. It is expected that, in the 
course of the winter, additional barracks will be built, 
which, with those already built, will lo dge a bout one thou- 
sand men. At present, it will be impossible to quarter the 
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six companies you mention in the fort. If they are sent 
up, they must be quartered in the neighbourhood. 

We have it not in our power to supply the fort with any 
powder or ball. When it is in our power, we shall do it 
very cheerfully. This Colony has been gleaned of its 
arms to furnish the troops raised in it. Many have been 
impressed for this purpose ; and this city, in particular, has 
been stripped of five hundred and fifty of its best arms, so 
that we are very badly armed as a Colony, and have no 
arms in our power to spare. Our Colony has already put 
all its publick arms in the Continental service, and we 
hope our neighbours of Jersey have spared their's before 
they called on us, stripped as we are. 

Our zeal to promote the publick service has determined 
us to purchase about one hundred muskets of our citizens, 
of different bores, with bayonets and steel ramrods, for 
your troops, for which we are to pay four pounds per mus- 
ket. To prevent any misunderstanding in settling the pub- 
lick accounts, we expect these arms are to be on account of 
your Colony, or the Confederated Colonies. They will be 
in order in about ten days. When they are finished we 
shall advise you. 

We are, with great truth and regard, your Lordship's 
most obedient, humble servants. 

By order of the members present : 

Nathaniel Woodhull. 
The Right Hon. William, Earl of Stirling. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO COMMISSIONERS AT HIGHLANDS. 

New-York, December 5, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Continental Congress have ordered 
six companies of ninety men each, besides those already 
here, to be placed in the fortifications on Hudson river. 
These six companies are nearly ready, and if barracks can 
be fit to receive, them, may be there in eight days. We 
earnestly request you to have sufficient barracks completed 
for a t housan d men, if possible, and to lay in immediately 
a sufficient quantity of fire-wood for the barracks that now 
are and can be built. 

We are, gentlemen, your humble servants. By order. 

To John_Grenell, Samuel Bayard, William Bedlow, and 
Jonathan Lawrence, Esquires. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the General Committee for the City 
and County of New-York, on Tuesday evening, December 
5, 1775. Present : John Broome, Chairman, 

Colonel Hyer, Mr, Gilbert, Mr. Norwood, 

Mr,_Ropsevelt, Captain Pennis, Mr, Van Voorhies, 

Mr. Punscomb, Mr. Ray, Sen., Mr. Berrian, 

Mr. Brinkerhoff, Mr. Banker, Mr. Anthony, 

Mr. Johnson, Mr. Phenix, Mr. Bull, 

Mr. Brower, Captain Pell, Mr. Janeway, 

Mr. Ram say, Mr. Ray, Jun., Colonel Lasher, 

MrT 'l'otten, Mr. Bassett, Mr. John Anthony, 

Mr. Miller, Mr. Byvanck, Mr. Roome, 

Mr. Moore, Mr. Abeel, Colonel Lott, 

Mr. Abrahams, Mr. Sharpo, Mr. Mulligan, 

Mr. Breasted, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Barling, 

Mr.JStoutenburgh, Mr. Sands, Mr. T. Curtenins. 

The case of James Taylor, respecting his having quitted 
his post at Foster Lewis's, and suffering two prisoners to 
escape, having been resumed, 

Ordered, That the Chairman issue his Warrant to ap- 
prehend, the .said James Taylor, and hold him to bail until 
he be discharged by order of Congress or the Committee. 

A draJLoLa j'etition^ to the honourable the Provincial 
Congress for the Province of New- York, was read, and is 
as follows, viz : 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Pro- 
vince of New-York. 

The Petition of the General Committee for the City and 
County of New- York, humbly showeth : 

That a body of troops, from a neighbouring Colony, did 
lately make their publick entry into the city at noon-day, 
and did seize and carry off the types belonging to one of 
the publick Printers of this Colony, without any authority 
from the Contin enta l or this Congress, your Petitioners, 
or any other body having power to grant such authority. 
And being apprehensive that such incursions, should they 



be repeated, will be productive of many great and evil 
consequences to the inhabitants of such place wherein they 
may be hereafter made, your Petitioners do therefore con- 
ceive it highly necessary, in the present situation of publick 
affairs, as well for the sake of internal peace and harmony 
of each Colony, as for the maintenance of the general 
union of the Continent, now happily subsisting, and so 
essential at this juncture, that each of the Associated Co- 
lonies on the Continent should have the sole .management 
and regulation of its publick matters by its Congress or 
Committee, unless otherwise directed by the honourable 
the Continental Congress. 

Your Petitioners do therefore most humbly pray, that 
this honourable House of Delegates would be pleased to 
take the premises into their consideration, and devise some 
expedient to prevent, for the future, the inhabitants of any 
of the neighbouring Colonies coming into this, to direct the 
publick affairs of it, or to destroy the property or invade the 
liberty of its inhabitants, without the direction of the Con- 
tinental or this Congress, or the Committee of Safety, or 
the Committee of the County into which such inhabitants 
may come, or of the Continental Generals, unless there 
should be an invasion into this Colony. And your Peti- 
tioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c. 

By order of the Committee. 

Ordered, That the same be fairly copied, and signed by 
the Chairman of this Committee, and delivered to the 
Chairman of the Congress. 

It having been represented that John Roff, Boatman, 
loaded for the Provincial account with Proyisipns and 
other necessaries, intended to leave this City, for Albany, 
this night, and a man-of-war's Tender being on a cruise up 
the North River : ----- 

Ordered, That the said John Roff be directed not to 
depart this City without leave from the Chairman of this 
Committee. 

Information having been brought to the Committee, that 
an Armed Vessel was gone up the North River, which 
might intercept the Vessels coming down with Provisions, 

Ordered, That an Express be despatched to give notice 
to all the landing places as far up as Constitution Fort, 
unless he shall have information that the sajd Vessel is 
returned to New-York. 

It having been represented to the Committee that the 
appointment of a Town Major is very necessary at this 
time, and the same being put to vote, William Leafy was 
appointed by a majority of voices. 

Ordered, That William Leary be recommended to the 
Provincial Congress, and request that he may be appointed 
accordingly; and that he be desired to apt" until he receives 
a commission for that purpose. 

Whereas it is represented to this Committee that there 
are vacancies in several of the Beats in this. City, for want 
of which being filled up by their proper Officers the Night- 
Watch is greatly interrupted : 

Ordered, That the commanding officer of every Regi- 
ment be authorized to appoint a day of election for every 
vacant office within his. Regiment, excepting Field or Staff 
Officers, and be empowered to call upon two Committee- 
men, who are hereby required to attend on the day ap- 
pointed to fill up the same, according to the direction of 
the Provincial Congress. 

The examination of John My ford, for aiding and assist- 
ing in the inlisting of men to send on board the Asia man- 
of-war : He says he never did supply the man-of-war with 
oars, but that Mr. Lott has had his boat, but does not know 
what was carried on board ; that. Captain Harris and the 
other two men were not above two or three hours at his 
house; that they informed him they were going up to 
Poughkeepsie, and had some money, of which they were 
afraid of being robbed, and desired the use of the pistols, 
for which they left him a half-johannes iu pledge; that he 
never supplied the man-of-war with provisions at any time 
whatever; that he did not make use of any expressions 
against the Congress; that he was not acq uainted with 
Richard Sprong's going on board of the_ man-of-war, or 
inlisting as..a. soldier. ;. - - - 

The, Committee having heard the charge against the said 
John Myfordj and his defence, 
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Ordered, That he be discharged from his confinement, 
with a reprimand from the Chairman. 

It having been represented that there was a necessity for 
certain Regulations for the Night-Watch in this City, 
,« Ordered, That a Committee of the following gentlemen 
"be appointed to draw up a set of Regulations, and report 
them to the next Committee, viz: Colonel Lasher, Colonel 
Hyer, Major Abeel, Captain Berrian, Major Stoutenburgk, 
and Captain Gilbert. 

'f.Hrrp«rtem ; «s "moves that Peter P. Van Zctndt be ap- 
'jomiecf'Major in the Third Battalion, and Patrick Welsh 

ITutant. 



y he office of Secretary to this Board being vacant by 
the .resignation of Mr. Blagge, 

Ordered, That the Chairman procure and commission a 
suitable, person to supply his place. 

Committee Chamber, Friday evening, } 
December 8, 1775. \ 

Twenty-eight Members met, who not being sufficient to 
constitute a House, they dismissed. 



Committee Chamber, Tuesday evening, 
December 12, 1775. 

The following Members met, viz : John Broome, Chair- 
man, 

Mr. Janeway, Mr. Roome, Mr. D. Phenix, 

Mr. Bassett, Captain Pell, Mr. Dunseomb, 

Mr. Johnson, Mr. C. P. Low, Mr. Templeton, 

Colonel Lasher, Mr. J. Totten, Mr. Abeel, 

Mr. Stoutenburgh, Mr. Abrahams, Mr. Ray, Sen., 

Mr. N. Roosevelt, Captain pennis, Mr. Ray, Jun., 

Mr. Norwood, Mr. L. Burling, Mr. Bleeker. 

Mr. Ramsey, Mr. W. Denning, 

The above Members requested the Chairman to have an 
order served on the absenting Members, and know from 
them if they intended serving as Committee-men in future. 



are in rebellion, the King would conquer them, and their 
estates be forfeited ; and if they take up arms against them, 
the King, for their services, will give them the Whigs' pos- 
sessions: The Committee, taking these matters into con- 
sideration, and being of opinion that the denial of their 
authority is of the last importance, and not being clear that 
any particular rule is pointed out by Congress, think it ex- 
pedient to solicit their advice in the premises. 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient and very hum- 
ble servants. 

By order of the Committee : 

Samuel Dodge, Chairman. 

To the Provincial Congress, New- York. 



MAJOR SKENE TO HUGH GAINE. 

Asia, December 5, 1775. 
Mr, Gaine : I was much surprised on reading your pa- 
per of the 20th of November last, to find that you was 
assured " that Major Skene, the younger, who was released 
from close confinement on his parole of honour, lately made 
his escape from Connecticut," &c. 

This assertion, being entirely groundless, so far as it re- 
spects "my parole of honour, I think it my duty to inform 
the publick thereof, in order to remove any impressions 
which go base an act must have made on them. It is out 
of my power, at present, to give any further proof of my 
innocence, than by appealing to the Committee at Mart- 
ford, for the truth of what I declare, and which I am posi- 
tive they will not contradict. 
* I am, sir, your humble servant, 

Andrew P. Skene. 



COLONEL KNOX TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Fort George, December 5, 1775. 

May it please tour Excellency: I arrived here 
yesterday, and made preparations to.go over the lake this 
morning, but General Schuyler reaching here before day 
prevents my going over for an hour or two^ He^has given 
me a list of stores on the other side, from which 1 am en- 
abled to send an inventory of those which I intend to for- 
ward to camp. The garrison at Ticonderoga is so weak, 
the conveyance from the fort to the landing is so difficult, 
the passage across the lake so precarious, that T am afraid 
it will be ten days at least before I can get them on this 
side. When they are here, the conveyance from hence 
will depend entirely on the sledding; if that is wood, they 
shall immediately move forward ; without sledding, the roads 
are so much gullied that it will be impossible to move a 
step. General Schuyler will do every thing possible to 
forward this business. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, your 
Excellency's most obedient humble servant, 

Henry Knox. 
His Excellency General Washington. 

P. S. General Schuyler assures me, that, although the 
navigation through Lake-George should be stopped, yet, if 
there is any sledding, they shall move on another way. 

A List of Stores to be conveyed to Camp at Cambridge, 
from Ticonderoga. 

Twelve 18-pounders, iron ; one 18-pounder, brass; two 
13-inch iron mortars ; one 7 -inch iron mortar; one 6£-inch 
iron mortar; two mortars, one lOJ-inch, iron; one 10-inch, 
iron ; two howitz, one 8^-inch, iron; one 8-inch, iron ; one 
8-inch mortar, brass ; one cohorn, brass ; eleven brass field- 
pieces, 4-pounders; one brass fieFd-pTece^ 24-pounder ; 
twenty-five boxes lead, the quantity in each unknown. A 
small quantity of flints. 

The beds for mortars, and the carriages Tor the cannon, 
are to be made at camp, except six field-carriages for the 
brass field-pieces, which are now making at Albany. 



DUTCHESS COUNTY COMMITTEE TO THE NEW-YORK 
CONGRESS. 

Poughkeepsie, December 5, 1775. 
Gentlemen : Some (ew days past, three men were com- 
mitted to jail in consequence of an order from the General 
Committee of Dutchess County, on a charge of having 
aided and assisted Peter Harris in inlisting men for the 
Ministerial Army. The Committee of Poughkeepsie Pre- 
cinct, having reason to believe that some further discovery 
might be made of the pernicious scheme carrying on in 
this County against the friends of American liberty, as 
well to procure further evidences against said prisoners, 
the Chairman issued citations for a number of persons to 
appear before said Committee the 4th instant, on which 
day most of them appeared ; and Mr. Justice Ellis being 
called in to qualify them, three persons, whom the Com- 
mittee .deetried the most material witnesses, refused to be 
sworn, and contemned the authority of the Committee, say- 
ing, they had taken counsel so to do. 

And tjie, Cppfnittee being of opinion that there are se- 
veral very officious Ministerial agents in this County, who 
have coTrupted the minds of many of the ignorant and baser 
sort of men among us, maliciously telling them, the Whigs 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Holland-House, near the Heights of Abraham, ) 
Decejnber 5, 1775. \ 

My dear General: I have been this evening favoured 
with yours of the 19th ult., and return you many thanks 
for your warm congratulations. Nothing shall be wanting 
on my part to reap the advantage of our good fortune. The 
season has proved so favourable as to enable me to join 
Colonel Arnold at Point-aux-TrembJes, where I arrived 
with the vessels Mr. Prescott made us a present of. They 
carried the few troops, about three hundred, which were 
equipped for a winter campaign, with the artillery, &c. 
Colonel Livingston is on his way, with some part of his 
regiment of Canadians. 

Mr. Carleton, who is I suppose ashamed to show him- 
self in England, is now in town, and puts on the show of 
defence. The works of Quebeck are extremely extensive, 
and very incapable of being defended. 

His garrison consists of Maclean's banditti, the sailors 
from the frigates and other vessels laid up, together with 
the citizens obliged to take up arms," ~nro§t of whom are 
impatient of the fatigues of a siege, and wish to see mat- 
ters accommodated amicably. I propose amusing Mr. 
Carleton with a formal attack, erecting batteries, &c, but 



189 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, Sic, DECEMBER, 1775. 



igo 



mean to assault the works, I believe, towards the lower 
town, which is the weakest part. I have this day written 
to Mr. Carleton, and also to the inhabitants, which I hope 
will have some effect. I shall be very sorry to be reduced 
to this mode of attack, because I know the melancholy 
consequences, but the approaching severe season, and the 
weakness of the garrison, together with the nature of the 
works, point it out too strong to be passed by. 

I find Colonel Arnold's corps an exceeding fine one, in- 
ured to fatigue, and well accustomed to cnnnon shot, (at 
Cambridge?) ^There is a style of discipline among them, 
much superior to what I have been used to see this cam- 
paign. He himself is active, intelligent, and enterprising. 
Fortune often baffles the sanguine expectations of poor 
mortals. I am not intoxicated with the favours I have re- 
ceived at her hands, but I do think there is a fair prospect 
of success. 

The Governour has been so kind as to send out of town 
many of our friends who refused to do military duty ; among 
them several very intelligent men, capable of doing me 
considerable service. One of them, a Mr. Antill, I have 
appointed chief engineer; Mr. Mott and all his suite hav- 
ing returnedjiome. Be so good as to show Congress the 
necessity I was under of clothing the troops, to induce them 
to stay and undertake this service, at such an inclement 
season. I think had their Committee been with me, thev 
would have seen the propriety of grasping at every circum- 
stance in my power, to induce them to engage again. I 
wasTiot without my apprehensions of not only being una- 
ble to make my appearance here, but even of being obliged 
to relinquish the ground I had gained. However, I hope 
the clothing and dollar bounty will not greatly exceed the 
bounty offered T>y Congress. Whilst the affair of Chambly 
was in agitation, Major Brown, as I am well informed, 
made some promises to the Canadians who engaged in that 
service, which I believe I must, from motives of policy as 
well as justice, Tfnake good, viz: to share the stores, except- 
ing ammunition and artillery. When matters are settled, I 
shall pay them in money, being inconvenient to part with 
the provisions. 

Upon another occasion, I have also ventured to go be- 
yond theielter of the law. Colonel Easton's detachment, 
at the mouth of the Sorel, was employed on the important 
service of stopping the fleet ; they were half naked, and 
the weather was very severe. I was afraid that not only 
they might grow impatient and relinquish the business in 
hand, but I also saw the reluctance the troops at Montreal 
showed to quit it. - By way of stimulant, I offered as a 
reward, all publick stores taken in the vessels, to the troops 
who went forward, except ammunition and provisions. 
Warner's corps refused to march, or at least declined it. 
Bedel's went on, and came in for a share of the labour and 
honour. I hope the Congress will not think this money ill 
laid out. 

With a yearns clothing of the 7th and 26th, I have re- 
lieved the_ distresses of Arnold's corps, and forwarded the 
clothing of some other corps. The greatest part of that 
clothing is a fair prize, except such as immediately be- 
longed __to_ the prisoners taken on board; they must be 
paid for theirs, as it was their own property. We shall 
have more time hereafter to settle this affair. Should there 
be any reason to apprehend an effort next spring to regain 
Canada, I would not wish to see less than ten thousand 
men ordered here. The Canadians will be our friends as 
long aswe are ^ble to maintain our ground, but they must 
not be depended upon, especially for defensive operations. 
The great distance from any support or relief renders it in 
my opi nion abs olutely necessary to make the most formi- 
dable preparations for the security of this important Pro- 
vince. What advantages the country below Quebeck 
affords fordefence I cannot yet assert, but the Rapids of 
Richlieu, some miles above, may be defended against all 
the navy and all the military force of Great Britain, by 
such a body of troops as I have mentioned, provided with 
sufficient artillery, row-gallies, and proper vessels fitted for 
fire-ships. 

Some time strict you desired a return from General 
Wooster of the men he has discharged between Albany 
ancf Ticonderoga. Iwas afraid there might be something 
disagreeable to him in the desire, and as it was too critical 
a time to put any body out of humour, I therefore sup- 



pressed it. I shall now make him acquainted with your 
pleasure on that head. 

There are several appointments I have thought neces- 
sary to make, which I shall soon make known to you. 1 
hope the Congress will not yield to any solicitations to the 
prejudice of the troops who have borne the burden of the 
service here. I have paid particular attention to Colonel 
Arnold's recommendations. Indeed I must say he has 
brought with him many pretty young men. 

I don't know whether I informed you, that it was in vain 
to think of engaging the troops for twelve months. The 
15th of April, which allows them time to plant their corn 
upon returning home, was all I dared to ask. I. hope the 
proper measures will be taken for sending fresh troops into 
the country before that time. 

I am, &ic, Richard Montgomery. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Before Quebeck, December 5, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency : My last of the 20th 
ultimo, from Point-aux- Trembles, advising of my retiring 
from before Quebeck, make no doubt your Excellency has 
received. I continued at Point-aux-Trembles, until the 
3d instant, when to my great joy General Montgomery 
joined us with artillery, and about tbiee__ hundred men. 
Yesterday we arrived here, and are making all possible 
preparation to attack the city, which has a wretched mot- 
ley garrison of disaffected seamen, marines and inhabitants; 
the walls in a ruinous situation, and cannot hold out long. 
Enclosed is a return of my detachment, amounting to six 
hundred and seventy-five men, for whom I have received 
clothing of General Montgomery. I hope there will soon 
be provision made for paying the soldiers' arrearages, as 
many of them have families who are in want, A con- 
tinual hurry has prevented my sending a continuation of 
my journal. 

I am, with very great respect, your Excellency's most 



obedient humble servant, 



Benedict Arnold. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER IN CANADA, TO 
ISAIAH THOMAS, DATED HOSPITAL-GENERAL, NlAR O.0E- 
BECK, DECEMBER 5, 1775. 

The difficulties that our detachment underwent in the 
woods are beyond description. For forty days I waded more 
or less, my feet continually wet, except nights ; "the; most of 
the time freezing weather ; we were at an allowance of half 
a pint of flour a man for a fortnight, and half that time 
no meat ; climbing hills, passing through morasses, cedar 
swamps, and drowned lands, wading creeks an3 rivers at 
the same time; the number that we lost was small, not 
exceeding three or four, and these with hunger. We 
marched from Cambridge the 13th of September, and 
reached the French inhabitants the third of November. I 
arrived at Point-Levi the 12th, and crossed the St. Law- 
rence the 13th. We lay before Quebeck five days, then 
retired to Point-aux-Trembles in order to form a junction 
with General Montgomery, which was happily effected the 
first instant, and we returned to the place yesterday, and 
have laid close siege to the city of Quebeclc, and are in 
hopes soon to bring them to terms. The Inhabitants are all 
in our favour, and are excessive kind. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon, December 5, 1775. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge your two esteemed favours 
of the 10th and 18th of last month. The events therein 
announced are very interesting, and arguments of praise to 
the Supreme Director', and a termination of this affecting 
controversy between Great Britain and America, much to 
be wished for. The return of the troops taken at St. 
John's, sent me, is enclosed. They are, by Congress, 
called down to Pennsylvania, which ij agreeable to us in 
this Colony. :..::^.:.:„ 

Wishing you health and future prosperity, I am, with 
great sincerity and regard, sir, your most obedient humble 

' Jonathan Trumbull. 

Major-General Schuyler. 
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE GENERAL COURT OF 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Cambridge, December 5, 1775. 

Sir : 1 have of late met with abundant reason to be con- 
vinced of the impracticability of recruiting this army to 
the new establishment, in any reasonable time, by vo- 
luntary inlistments. The causes of such exceeding luke- 
warmness I shall not undertake to point out ; sufficient it is 
to know that the fact is so. Many reasons are assigned; 
one only I shall mention, and that is, that the present 
soldiery are in expectation of drawing, from the landed 
interest and farmers a bounty equal to the allowance at the 
commencement of this army, and that therefore they play 
off. Be this as it may, I am satisfied that this is not a time 
for trifling, and that the exigency of our affairs calls aloud 
for vigorous exertions. By sad experience it is found that 
the Connecticut regiments have deserted, and are about to 
desert, the noble cause we are engaged in. Nor have I 
any reason to believe that the forces of New-Hampshire, 
this Government, or Rhode-Island, will give stronger proofs 
of their attachment to it when the period arrives when they 
may claim a dismission. For, after every stimulus which 
1 have been able to throw in their way, and near a month's 
close endeavour, we have inlisted but about five thousand 
men ; fifteen hundred of which are to be absent at a time, 
on furlough, until all have gone home, in order that they 
may visit and provide for their families. 

Five thousand militia from this Government, and the 
Colony of New-Hampshire, are ordered to be at this place 
by the 10th irist., to relieve the Connecticut regiments and 
supply the deficiency which will be occasioned by their 
departure and those on furlough. These men, I am told 
by officers who have been eye-witnesses to their behaviour, 
are not to be depended upon for more than a few days, as 
they soon get tired, grow impatient, ungovernable, and of 
course leave the service. What will be the consequence, 
then, if the greatest part of the army is to be composed 
of such men ? Upon the new establishment twenty-six 
regiments were ordered to be raised, besides those of the 
artillery and riflemen. Of these New-Hampshire has three, 
Massachusetts sixteen, Rhode-Island two, and Connecticut 
five. A mode of appointing the officers was recommended, 
and as strictly adhered to as circumstances would admit of. 
These officers are now recruiting, with the success I have 
mentioned, 

Thus, sir, have I given you a true and impartial state of 
our situatign, and submit it to your wisdom, and the other 
three New-England Colonies, whether some vigorous mea- 
sures, if the powers of the Government are adequate, ought 
not to be^adppted, to facilitate the completion of this army, 
withpuLpgering a bounty from the publick, which the Con- 
gress have declared against, thinking the terms, exclusive 
thereof, greater than ever soldier had. I have by this con- 
veyance laid tire matte_r before Congress, but the critical 
situqtipB of ouraffaire will not await their deliberation and 
recommendation- Something must be done without further 
delay. I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

George Washington. 

To the Hon. the General Court of the Massachusetts-Bay. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge, December 5, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Your much esteemed favour of the 22d ult., 
covering Colonel Arnold's letter, with a copy of one to 
General Montgomery, and his to you, I received yesterday 
morning. It gave me the highest satisfaction to hear of 
Col. Arnold's being at Point-Levi, with his men in great 
spirits after their long and fatiguing march, attended with 
almost insuperable difficulties, and the discouraging circum- 
stance of being left by one-third of the troops that went on 
the expedition. The merit of this gentleman is certainly 
great, and I heartily wish that fortune may distinguish him 
as one of her favourites. I am convinced that he will do 
every thing that his prudence and valour shall suggest, to 
add to the success of our arms, and for reducing Quebeck 
to our possession. Should he not be able to accomplish 
so desirable a work with the forces he has, I natter myself 
that it will be effected when General Montgomery joins 
him, and our conquest of Canada be complete. 

1 am sorry to find you so much plagued and embarrassed 
by the disregard of discipline, confusion, and want of order 
among the troops, as to have occasioned you to mention to 
Congress an inclination to retire. I know that J'our com- 
plaints are too well founded, but I would willingly hope 
that nothing will induce you to quit the service, and that 
in time, order and subordination will takejhe place of con- 
fusion, and command be rendered more agreeable. I have 
met with difficulties of the same sort, and such as I never 
expected. But they must be borne with. The cause^we 
are engaged in is so just and righteous, that we must try 
to rise superior to every obstacle In its support, and there- 
fore I beg that you will not think of resigning, unless you 
have carried your application to Congress too far to re- 
cede. 

I am, dear sir, with great esteem and regard, yours, 

&.C., 

George Washington. 
Major-General Schuyler. 



GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHUSETTS TO GEN. WASHINGTON, 

Watertown, December 7, 1775. 

Sir: We enclose to your Excellency an attested copy 
of the resolve passed by the General Court on the first 
instant j upon the subject-matter of which resolve a Com- 
mittee of both Houses had yesterday the honour of a con- 
ference wjth your Excellency. We are clearly of opinion 
that the words of the resolve will not admit of such a con- 
struction is was suggested to your Excellency by General 
Heatki but. thatjhey plainly put the officers and soldiers 
of the militia, now to be raised, upon the same footing, in 
all respects, as the rest of the American army under your 
Excellency's command, and that they were so intended by 
the Con ru We could have wished that Gen. Heath had 
deferred giving the information he did to your Excellency, 
unless he had been possessed of fuller evidence than he 
appears to have had. We trust this account of the matter 
will be fully satisfactory to your Excellency, and prevent 
any difficulties from arising upon this head. 

His Excellency Gen. Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL ARNOLD. 

Cambridge, December 5, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Your letter of the 8th ultimp, with a post- 
script of the 14th from Point-Levi, I have had the plea- 
sure to receive. It is not in the powerof any man to com- 
mand success ; but you have done more — you have deserved 
it ; and before this I hope have met with the laurels which 
are due to your toils, in the possession of QuebecTc. My 
thanks are due, and sincerely offered to you, for yourenter- 
prising and persevering spirit. To your brave followers I 
likewise present them, I was not unmindful of you or them 
in the establishment of a new army. One out of twenty- 
six regiments (lately General Putnam's) you are appointed 
to the command of, and I have ordered all the qfficerswlth 
you to the one or the other of these regiments, in the rank 
they now bear, that in case they choose to continue in.ser- 
vice, and no appointments take place where they now are, 
no disappointment may follow. -------- ---- ----- - 

Nothing very material has happened in this camp Vmce 
you left it. Finding we are not likely to do much in the land 
way, I fitted out several privateers, or rather armed vessels, 
in behalf of the Continent, with which we have taken seve- 
ral prizes, to the amount, it is supposed, of fifteen thousand 
pounds sterling ; one of them a valuable" store-ship, (but 
no powder in it,) containing a fine brass mortar, thirteeen- 
inch, two thousand stand of arms, shot, he. Sic. 

I have no doubt but a junction of your detachment of 
the army, under General Montgomery, is effected before 
this. If so, you will put yourself under bis command, and 
will, I am persuaded, give him all the" assistance irryour 
power to finish the glorious work you TiaveT)egun. _ That 
the Almighty may preserve and prosper yon m it, is the 
prayer of, dear sir, &c, 

Georgje W ashi ngton. 
Colonel Arnold. 

P. S. You could not be more surprised than I was at 
Enos's return, with the division under his commands I 
immediately put him under arrest, and had him tried for 
quitting the detachment without your orders He is ac- 
quitted on the sqore of provision. 
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Cambridge, December 5, 1775. 

Sir : I bave of late met with abundant reason to be con- 
vinced of the impracticability of recruiting this army to the 
new establishment, in any reasonable time, by voluntary 
inlistments. The causes of such exceeding great luke- 
warmness I shall not undertake to point out ; sufficient it 
is to know that the fact is so. Many reasons are assigned ; 
one only I shall mention, and that is, that the present sol- 
diery are in expectation of drawing from the landed inte- 
rest and farmers a bounty equal to the allowance at the 
commencement of this army, and that therefore they play 
off. Be this as it may, I am satisfied that this is not a time 
for trifling, and that the exigency ofour affairs calls aloud 
for vigorous exertions. 

By sad experience it is found that the Connecticut regi- 
ments have deserted, and are about to desert the noble 
cause we are engaged in ; nor have I any reason to believe 
that the forces of New- Hampshire, this Government, or 
Rhode-Island, will give stronger proofs of their attachment 
to it, when the period arrives when they may claim their 
dismission. T"or, after every stimulus in my power to throw 
in their way, and near a month's close endeavour, we have in- 
listed but about five thousand men; fifteen hundred of which 
are to be absent at a time, on furlough, until all have gone 
home, in order to visit and provide for their families. Five 
thousand militia, from this Government and the Colony of 
New- Hampshire, are ordered to be at this place by the 
10th instant, to relieve the Connecticut regiments, and sup- 
ply the deficiency which will be occasioned by their depar- 
ture, and of those on furlough. These men, I am told, by 
officers "who Tiave Been eye-witnesses to their behaviour, 
are not to be depended upon for more than a few days, as 
they soon get tired, grow impatient, ungovernable, and of 
course leave the service. What will be the consequence, 
then, if the greatest part of the army is to be composed of 
such men ? Upon the new establishment, twenty-six regi- 
ments were ordered to be raised, besides those of the artil- 
lery and riflemen. Of these, New-Hampshire has three, 
Massachusetts sixteen, Rhode-Island two, and Connecti- 
cut five. A mode of appointing the officers was also re- 
commended, and as strictly adhered to as circumstances 
would admit of. These officers are now recruiting, with the 
success I have mentioned. 

Thus, sir, have I given you a true and impartial state of 
our situation, and submit it to the wisdom of your and the 
other three Nev)-England Colonies, whether some vigorous 
measures, if the powers of Government are adequate, ought 
not to be adopted, to facilitate the completion of this army, 
without offering a bounty from the publick, which Congress 
have declared against, thinking the terms, exclusive thereof, 
greater than ever soldiers had. 1 have, by this convey- 
ance, laid the matter before Congress ; but the critical situa- 
tion of our affairs will not await their deliberation. and re- 
commendation. Something must be done without further 

delay. 1 am, sir, &c, r, ■,,, 

J ' ' George Washington. 



sary for the defence of its entrance, which, when you have 
with attention and accuracy executed, you will please to 
make a report thereof at Head-quarters. 
I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

Stephen Moylan, P. T. S. 



COLONEL MOTLAN TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OF SALEM. 

Cambridge, December 5, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The brig Kingston Paclctt, Samuel In- 
gersoll, master, was taken at Barington, in Nova-Scotia, 
on suspicion of being engaged in business contrary to the 
Association of the United Colonies. His Excellency can- 
not be a competent judge of such matters ; if he was, he 
has no time to__attend to them. He therefore commands 
me to lay the papers which came to his hands before you, 
and whatever you determine on will meet the General's 
approbation. It is told his Excellency that the brig was 
to proceed to Cape Francois with her cargo ; should she 
be permitted to proceed or not, you must be the judges. 

I am, with great respect, gentlemen, your most humble 

servant > Stephen Moylan, P. T. S. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO CAPTAIN PELEG WADSWORTH. 

Cambridge, December 5, 1775. 

Sir: I have it in command from his Excellency, Gen. 
Washington, to desire that you will examine the harbour 
of Cape-Cod, and see what fortifications may be neces- 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM WATSON. 

Cambridge, December 5, 1775. 

Sir : By people who came out of Boston yesterday, we 
have an account that the enemy are fitting out one of the 
transports, which is to carry a number of guns and a large 
number of men ; that the guns are to be concealed in such 
a manner as not to be perceived until a vessel comes so 
close as it may not be in their power to get away. She 
is to carry every appearance of a transport, with hay, &c, 
on her quarters, in order to decoy one or more of our 
armed vessels into her clutches. If any of the armed 
vessels are in your port, and are to go out any more, (I 
mean if Martindale or Coit can get men for their vessels.) 
you will please to communicate this intelligence to them. 

Captain Darby informs me that Captain Coit has un- 
justly seized on a schooner named the Thomas, from Fayal, 
bound to Salem. It is his Excellency's commands that 
she be immediately delivered up to him, and that Capt. 
Coit pay for any thing that the schooner may be robbed 
of. It is not the intention of the Continent to interrupt 
good citizens in their trade. That was not the intent of 
fitting out these armed vessels at the Continental expense; 
this Capt. Coit would know well if he consulted the in- 
structions given him. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
Stephen Moylan, T. P. S. 
To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHUSETTS TO DELEGATES IN 
CONGRESS. 

Watcrtown, December 5, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We are informed by his Excellency 
General Washington, that it is his opinion the paying our 
troops by the lunar month will throw the rest of the army 
into disorder, as the Continental Congress have resolved 
that it is the calendar month they mean to pay by, and 
that the difference between the two must be considered as 
a Colonial and not a Continental charge. 

We are sensible it is unhappy when there is any milita- 
tion between the doings of any branch in a society and 
those of the whole, as it hath a tendency to produce a 
disunion and disorders consequent thereon ; but such, we 
consider, may be the state of things, that, fully to prevent 
a diversity, consistent with a due regard to the greatest 
good, may be impossible. 

The Congress have resolved that the men shall be paid 
by the calendar month. It may be unhappy for us, that 
previously we had taken a resolution diverse therefrom, 
with regard to our forces. You are sensible, gentlemen, 
that it hath been the invariable practice of this Colony to 
pay their troops by the lunar month, and it was with an 
expectation of this that our men inlisted. For us to have 
attempted an innovation after the service was performed, 
which would have been the case had we adhered to the 
resolution of the American Congress, we supposed would 
have produced such uneasiness in the minds of the people 
as could not easily have been quieted, and that it would 
have destroyed that confidence and esteem which every 
person in the community ought to have of the justice and 
equity of their rulers, a confidence never more necessary 
to be maintained than at the present day, for, without this, 
it would have been extremely difficult, if not impossible, 
for us to have continued our forces in the field. 

When these circumstances are taken into consideration, 
and that our establishment for the pay of the men was 
long before any resolution was formed in the American 
Congress to pay the troops upon any conditions, therefore 
cannot be considered as a design in this Colony to involve 
the United Colonies in an undue expense in paying them. 
We trust that we shall meet with the approbation of the 
honourable Congress, and, if any inconveniences shall 
arise, they will be attributed to the necessity of the case. 

With regard to the expense arising by the difference 
between the lunar and calendar months being Colonial 



Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 



13 



195 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, DECEMBER, 1775. 



196 



and not Continental, after you have fully represented the 
matter to Congress, we can safely confide in their determi- 
nation, being assured that it will be founded in that wis- 
dom and justice which hath ever marked their resolutions. 
In the name and by order of the whole Court, 

Walter Spooneh. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Thomas Cushing, Samuel 
Adams, John Adams, and R. T. Paine, Esqs. 



WILLIAM WHIPPLE TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 
In Committee of Safely, Portsmouth, December 5, 1775. 

Sir : Upon Mr. Sherburne's arrival on Friday evening, 
expresses went, which brought the Committee together 
on Saturday in the forenoon. They immediately pro- 
ceeded, with the utmost diligence, to raise the companies 
requested, sent off expresses to the County of Hillsbo- 
rough, to Concord, &ic, as well as to the neighbouring 
towns, with a considerable number of inlisting orders and 
letters to gentlemen of the greatest influence, requesting 
their vigorous exertions in the affair, but have no returns 
from (he distant parts. We have had many obstacles to 
encounter which we did not expect, and have spent most 
of the time, day and night, since we met, in endeavouring 
to surmount them. None of the troops here would in- 
list before they were paid for their time here, until the last 
inlistment. No pay-rolls were made out before. We 
have had near twenty to examine and pay, and a great 
part to draw over and calculate, which took up a great 
deal of time. Many demanded pay for their time since 
the last inlistment, which we were obliged to comply with. 
Another great difficulty was, that but three out of four 
commissioned officers could be admitted into the compa- 
nies proposed, and many clamored highly because no field- 
officers were to go, alledging they should be commanded 
by field-officers from other Colonies, which they would not 
submit to. Several accounts were current of naval pre- 
parations making at Boston, supposed for this port, which 
caused many to think we should be left naked if our 
troops were sent hence, and encouraged the officers and 
soldiers to expect to be continued here if they did not inlist. 
However, after struggling with all these and many more 
difficulties, we have so far prevailed as to get several com- 
panies filled up. Captains Baker, Copps, Elkins, Clark, 
and Webster, from the troops here, we expect will be on 
their march to-day and to-morrow. Captain Mark Wig- 
gin, of Stratham, we hear, has raised a company, and is 
ready to march. Several more companies are forwarded. 
Captain Denbo, of Lee, inlisted near thirty men here, and 
went home to recruit on Sunday. We think there is a 
good prospect of near half the companies you asked for 
being seasonably in, from this part of the Colony. We 
hope the people on the western part of the Government 
will exert themselves. A few more than thirty-one orders 
have been given out, as we thought some would fail. 

Strict orders have been given every one to be at the 
camp by the 10th instant ; however, it is probable, as the 
time was so short, some will be later. If they should, in 
that case, be sent back, it will hurt the cause greatly. 
We shall continue our most strenuous efforts to forward the 
men. Colonel Burnham has, to his great honour, exerte 
himself greatly in this matter. His influence has increas- 
ed the inlistment very much. He is now going forward 
to hasteu and muster the companies, and accompany them 
to the camp. We commend him to your notice as a per- 
son very deserving, especially for his extraordinary zeal in 
this manoeuvre. 

In behalf of the Committee, I am your obedient hum- 

bIe servant > Wm. Whipple. 

To Brigadier-General Sullivan. 



PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOUR LEGGE. 

By his Excellency Francis Legge, Esq., Captain-Gene- 
ral and Govemour-in-chief in and over His Majesty's 
Province of Nova-Scotia and its Dependencies, Vice- 
Admiral of the same, fyc, fyc. 

Proclamation. 
Whereas, in prejudice of all order and regularity, a dar- 

in" and traitorous rebellion against His Majesty's person 



and Government at present subsists in many of His Ma- 
jesty's Plantations and Colonies on this Continent : 

And whereas, in pursuance of such unnatural and trai- 
torous designs, many of the Rebels from the said Colo- 
nies have, at several times, dared to insult and make actual 
invasion on this Province, to the great detriment of num- 
bers of His Majesty's faithful subjects therein : 

And whereas, by such like proceedings as these, the 
trade of this Province may be endangered, and thereby 
the accustomed and lawful pursuits of its inhabitants be 
hindered or prevented ; armed vessels fitted out by the 
Rebels having, at several times, traitorously and illegally 
seized and made prizes of vessels the property of His 
Majesty's loyal subjects of this Province, and particularly, 
of late, two armed vessels have appeared off Canso, where 
they have daringly seized and taken a schooner belonging 
to this Port : 

To the intent, therefore, that all and such like pro- 
ceedings may in future be prevented, the persons and 
properties of His Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects 
within this Province be rendered secure, and that all aid- 
ers, abetters, and correspondencers with Rebels, in arms 
against His Majesty's Government, may more effectually 
and speedily be convicted and brought to condign punish- 
ment for such atrocious and treasonable crimes, I have 
thought fit, and I do hereby, with and by the advice and 
consent of His Majesty's Council, publish and declare 
martial law, to be of full force within this Province, requir- 
ing all persons to take notice thereof. 

And all His Majesty's officers military, are hereby re- 
quired to assemble in military array, and by force of arms 
to repel all such invaders and all other His Majesty's 
enemies. And all His Majesty's civil officers, and other 
his liege subjects, are hereby required to be aiding and as- 
sisting therein, agreeably to the laws of the Province in 
that case made and provided, and to obey all such orders 
as they shall, receive from me, or other military officers 
appointed by me for that purpose. 

Given under my hand and seal at Halifax, this 5th 

day of December, 1775, and in the sixteenth year of His 

Majesty's reign. ^ r 

•> J a t rancis Legge. 

By his Excellency's command, 

Richard Bulkeley. 

God save the King ! 



ADDRESS OF THE NOBLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTS OF 
CAITHNESS. 

Address of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Freeholders, 
Justices of the Peace, and Commissioners of Supply, of 
the County of Caithness, in general meeting assembled, 
transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk, one of His Majesty's 
principal Secretaries of State, and presented to His Ma- 
jesty. 

Unto the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Free- 
holders, Justices of the Peace, and Commissioners of 
Supply, of the County o/Caithness, in general meet- 
ing assembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

Alarmed with the prospect of seeing the greatest and 
noblest, because the freest empire that God ever framed, 
rent in pieces by an unnatural war with America, and an 
unprovoked faction at home, which has fomented and still 
foments that spirit of rebellion, we your Majesty's most 
dutiful and loyal subjects, the Noblemen, Gentlemen, 
Freeholders, Justices of the Peace, and Commissioners of 
Supply of Caithness, at this dangerous crisis, presume to 
express the sentiments of duty and loyalty which animate 
the breasts of the inhabitants of this most northerly part of 
your Majesty's dominions. 

We beg leave to assure your Majesty that the hearts of 
all your people are united in affection and gratitude to 
your person. That they approve highly of the lenient 
measures which your Majesty and Parliament have hi- 
therto taken with regard to America ; and that they will 
support with their lives and fortunes, the vigorous exertions 
which they foresee may soon be necessary to subdue a re- 
bellion premeditated, unprovoked, and that is every day 
becoming more general. 
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Untainted by the vices that too often accompany af- 
fluence, our people have been inured to industry, sobriety, 
and, when engaged in your Majesty's service, have been 
distinguished for an exact obedience to discipline, and a 
faithful discharge of duty ; and we hope, if called forth to 
action in one combined corps, it will be their highest am- 
bition to merit a favourable report to your Majesty from 
their superior officers. At the same time, it is our most 
ardent prayer to Almighty God, that the eyes of our de- 
luded fellow-subjects in America may soon be opened, to 
see whether it is safe to trust in a Congress unconstitu- 
tionally assembled, in a band of officers unconstitutionally 
appointed, or in a British King and Parliament whose 
combined powers have indeed often restrained the licen- 
tiousness, but never invaded the rational liberties of man- 
kind. 

Signed in our name, and by our appointment, by our 
Praeses, at Thurso, the 6th day of December, 1775. 

Caithness Preeses. 



ADDRESS OF THE MAGISTRATES, ETC., OF CUPAR IN FIFE. 

Address of the Magistrates, Council, and Incorporations 
of the Royal Burgh of Cupar, in Fife, transmitted to the 
Earl of Suffolk, one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries 
of State, and presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
Provost, Magistrates, Council, and Incorporations of your 
Royal Burgh of Cupar, in Fife, beg leave humbly to tes- 
tify to your Majesty our unshaken attachment to your per- 
son, family, and Government, that, sensible of the many 
valuable blessings we, with the rest of your Majesty's sub- 
jects enjoy, under your mild, legal, and just Government, 
do. with the utmost abhorrence and detestation, see an un- 
natural rebellion broke out in your Majesty's American 
Colonies, influenced by some restless and seditious spirits 
among themselves, and not a little fomented by a small 
disappointed faction at home ; and we humbly beg leave 
to assure your Majesty, that (with the almost universal 
voice of your Majesty's British subjects,) we will concur, 
with heart and hand, life and goods, in supporting your 
Majesty in executing those measures you shall judge most 
effectual for restoring peace, liberty, and a due dependance 
on your Majesty, and the legislative authority of this em- 
pire, in the British American Colonies ; where rebellion, 
tyranny, oppression, and confusion do at present prevail. 

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our ap- 
pointment, by 

Cupar, December 6, 1775. 



John Baxter, Provost. 



MEETING OF SUGAR PLANTERS AND LONDON MERCHANTS. 

At a general meeting of the Planters of His Majesty's 
Sugar Colonies, residing in Great Britain, and of the 
Merchants of London, trading to the said Colonies, at the 
London Tavern, December 6, 1775: 

Beeston Long, Esq., in the Chair. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to attend 
to the general interest of the West-India Planters and 
Merchants at this alarming crisis, and to report their pro- 
ceedings to such general meetings as may be called from 
time to time. 

Resolved, That the Committee consist of forty-three ; 
and that the following gentlemen be named of the Com- 
mittee : Beeston Long, Richard Oliver, James Phipps, 
Samuel Turner, George Drake, Charles Spooner, J. L. 
Aikenhead, Stephen Fuller, JohnKennion, John Bourkc, 
Thomas Oliver, John Pennant, Bryan Edwards, John 
Ellis, Joshua Steele, Richard Atkinson, Edward Morant, 
John Braihwaite, Alexander Campbell, Sir James Cock- 
burn, Bart., John Hankey, Samuel Eastivick, Godschall 
Johnson, Rose Fuller, Sir Philip Gibbs, Bart., John 
Jackson, Michael McNamara, William Holder, William 
Bond, Thomas Walker, Henry Dawkins, Hon. Thomas 
Walpole, Richard Neave, George Walker, Thomas Bod- 
dington, Thomas Lucas, Arnold Nesbit, James Gordon, 
Thomas Storer, Wasiel Briscoe, Philip Dehany, Chalmer 
Archdekne, John Trevanion, Esquires. 



Resolved, That seven be a quorum to do business. 

Resolved, That the said Committee be instructed to 
give particular attention to the Bill now depending in the 
House of Commons, interdicting all foreign trade with the 
associated Colonies, thereby confirming that agreement, of 
whose ruinous effects a general meeting expressed their 
apprehensions to both Houses of Parliament the last ses- 
sion, and also to certain Resolutions of the House of Com- 
mons, intending important variations in the several Acts of 
Parliament, which gave the produce of the British Plan- 
tations in the West-Indies a preference over the produce of 
the foreign. 

A Petition to the House of Commons being produced 
by Mr. Eastwick ; it is 

Resolved, That the same be immediately referred to the 
consideration of the said Committee, who accordingly with- 
drew, and after some time reported the same with amend- 
ments. 

Resolved, That the said Petition is proper to be pre- 
sented to the House of Commons, and that the same be 
engrossed, and left for signing at the London Tavern till 
to-morrow at two o'clock in the afternoon. 

Resolved, That Mr. Alderman Oliver be desired to pre- 
sent the said Petition, and that the several members inte- 
rested in the West-India Islands, and the Representatives 
of London, Bristol, Liverpool, and the great commercial 
towns, be requested to attend and support the same. 

Resolved, That the Thanks of this meeting be given to 
Mr. Eastwick for the above Petition. 

James Allen, Secretary. 

The Committee having agreed to confine their present 
Petition merely to the subject of the Bill depending in 
Parliament, reserving themselves for further application on 
other matters, so much only of the following Petition was 
presented to the House of Commons as related to the Bill. 
To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, in 

Parliament assembled. 
The humble Petition of the Pla7iters of His Majesty's 

Sugar Colonies residing in Great Britain, and of the 

Merchants of London trading to the said Colonies : 

Showeth, that your Petitioners having upon a former 
occasion stated and laid before this honourable House, with 
all the accuracy, precision and truth that were in us, the 
worth and value of His Majesty's Sugar Colonies in the 
West-Indies, their national magnitude and importance to 
Great Britain, their situation as depending upon their 
sister Colonies in North-America, for the maintenance of 
property and support of life, our fears and apprehensions 
of dangers and distress, arising out of the unhappy dis- 
putes subsisting between Great Britain and America; we 
firmly trusted, if conciliation did not render it unnecessary 
that these substantial motives would have made us the ob- 
jects of your consideration and attention. 

That, in this state of things, at first positively bad, now 
comparatively worse, and soon, too soon, may be superla- 
tively bad ; again do we, your Petitioners, find ourselves 
obliged to return, to lay our grievances before you, and to 
implore that relief which justice pleads for, under innocent 
and unmerited sufferings. 

That, fixed between two contending powers, to be aban- 
doned by both, though tied to each by the closest bands of 
interest, of friendship, of blood ; and to be left to beggary, 
nay, to famine, without a helping hand from either; what 
scene of piteous horror more can imagination form. And 
yet this frightful picture is our own. 

That, thrust out from our natural channel, and stopped 
from that course of trade which immemorial usage had ren- 
dered habitual, and till now uninterrupted, it is not in us, 
but in your wisdom, to say what substitute must now take 
place, what manner of help may be had. 

That suggestions of bounties on certain enumerated goods 
to be procured from Canada, Nova- Scotia, and the Flori- 
das, have been made, as one probable mode of assistance ; 
but, added to the vain hope of receiving any supplies from 
these Colonies, alas, sorry are we to think that our wants 
and necessities will afford bounties of a sufficient encou- 
ragement to them, and enough to fill even the unsparing 
hand of extortion itself. 

That another idea has been entertained of obtaining a 
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market for the disposal of our rum ; an idea, though very 
inadequate to our purposes, yet, as it promises some advan- 
tage, and is the only anchor of hope that remains with us, 
we wish to cherish, and to look towards you for its effects. 

That the means that have been pointed out for effec- 
tuating this measure, are in two ways : either to stop the 
distillation of malt spirits here, and thus admit our rum to 
consumption in their room, with the general impost upon 
it, or by taking off the general impost, to enable us to sell 
it at so low a price, as by increasing thereby the consump- 
tion, the increased quantity imported might, in like propor- 
tion, find its vent. 

That, amidst the flattering expectation that that applica- 
tion might meet a forward disposition in you to relieve, our 
hopes are at once blasted, and cut off by the bringing in of 
a bill " to prohibit all trade and intercourse with the Co- 
lonies of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts-Bay," &c, by 
which we feel ourselves considered as objects of intended 
punishment, rather than as faithful subjects in need of pro- 
tection. 

That, when the American Congress adopted their Non- 
Importation and Non-Exportation Resolve, the fears natu- 
rally arising to us from thence were somewhat abated, by a 
reliance on our parts of a relaxation of theirs, at least with 
regard to us ; but lest, happily for us, this event might 
succeed, the present bill not only deprives us of the pro- 
bability, but establishes the impossibility likewise. 

That, as to the principle and general policy of the bill, 
these we leave to those whom they may concern ; we con- 
fine ourselves merely to so much thereof as is afflicting to 
us. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, most humbly pray, that 
upon this ground we may be allowed to be heard at your 
bar, by our agents and counsel, against the said bill, rely- 
ing on your wisdom, goodness, justice, and mercy, not 
only for special relief in this instance, but for such other 
assistance as we have asked, and you can further give. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, 
&c. 



a superabundance. Several companies of armed men have 
already come down and taken it from the merchants. One 
company, on Monday last, came by my house, and went 
over to Four-Mile Creek, where they took from one gen- 
tleman fifty bushels, being part of two hundred which he 
had laid up for his own use. For my part, I think the 
case truly alarming, and may be productive of the most 
fatal consequences, because a man that has but little salt 
would not choose to have it taken from him by a person 
whom he doth not know. Further, the Uplanders do not, 
or will not, understand that more salt is necessary in the 
families of the poor and middling sort of people in this part 
of the country, than in the upper part ; for they, not having 
it in their power to raise pork and beef, are obliged to live 
upon salted fish. This being the case, if the Uplanders 
should make an equal division of the salt which they find 
among us, they will have greatly the advantage ; for if our 
poor have not salt enough to cure their fish, they must eat 
bread alone, because they cannot raise meat, and have not 
money to buy it ; while the same quantity of salt in the 
hands of an Uplander, would cure meat enough for his fami- 
ly, which he can raise upon easier terms, or perhaps may 
have a good stock, while it is utterly out of the power of 
our poor to keep any stock to speak of. Thus circum- 
stanced, some among us may be induced to make opposition 
to what they think the Uplanders unjustly demand, while 
the Uplanders, not considering the matter in the same light, 
will think us selfish, hard-hearted, and engrossers, which, 
as I before observed, may produce civil discord, and other 
bad consequences. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM SOUTH-CAROLINA, RECEIVED 
AT WILLI AMSBURGH, VA., DECEMBER 6, 1775. 

Having an opportunity to Virginia, I embrace it with 
pleasure, to inform you what confusions we have in this 
Province. The upper part are against the lower part. 
The former call themselves King's men, and as such will 
not submit to the laws of the Provincial Congress; they 
are even raising a party to put a stop to their proceedings. 
Many of our lives are threatened by them. One Colonel 
Fletchall, and Colonel Kirkland, are at the head of this 
party. They have the vanity to think that they can influ- 
ence the minds of the people in general, and by that means 
subdue the rest; then proceed to North- Carolina and 
Virginia, and so on, till they meet General Gage; thpn 
to compel the Americans to swallow those unreasonable 
acts which Lord North and his party have made ; and after 
all is accomplished, they expect that the King will make 
one of them Generalissimo over all the Continent. 

A few days past, a number of the Sons of Liberty went 
and took a certain Mr. Brown, the principal man they had 
that could say any thing worth hearing, and gave him a 
genteel suit of tar and feathers, which so exasperated his 
•clan that they raised a company, which was coming down 
to take every person that had a hand in it ; but the report 
of a kw great guns, which we had luckily procured, put an 
entire stop to them with respect to that manoeuvre. 

My dear friend, only observe the vanity, pride, and am- 
bition of these men. Let us be aware of their abominable 
principles, and pity such who are led by them. We have 
entirely overcome that body in the aforesaid quarter, and 
reduced them to their former submission. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN HENRICO, 
TO HIS FRIEND IN WILLIAMSBURGH, DATED DECEMBER 

6; 1775. 

We that live on the river, and have fisheries, are in daily 
apprehension of being visited by the Upland people, and 
have our houses searched for salt, as it seems they are in 
extreme want of that article, and imagine we have laid up 



CHESTERFIELD COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee held for Chesterfield County, Decem- 
ber 6,1775: 

Mr. Edward Johnston, of Manchester, appeared, upon 
summons, to answer a charge against him of having passed 
to Norfolk in violation of a passport granted him for his 
safe conduct to Colonel Woodford's camp. 

Upon hearing evidence, and Mr. Johnston's reasons for 
his conduct, the Committee are of opinion that he has wil- 
fully violated the proclamation of the Committe of Safety, 
and the promise he made under which he obtained the pass- 
port ; whereupon it is ordered by the Committee, that the 
said Edward Johnston do not depart this County without 
the leave of the Committee, except to Hanover Court, to 
return by Saturday next, of which order notice was given 
him. 

Extract from the minutes : 

Jerman Baker, Clerk. 

At a Committee held at Chesterfield County, January 
5, 1776: 

Mr. Edward Johnston, of Manchester, appeared, upon 
a charge against him of having declared his determination, 
in case he was pressed to take arms in the present contest 
between Great Britain and the United Colonies of Ame- 
rica, that he would join the Governour. 

Several witnesses were sworn, and a deposition of Mr. 
Thomas Bates was read. Upon hearing of the whole mat- 
ter, the Committee are unanimously of opinion that he is 
not guilty of the offence he stood charged with; and also 
ordered, that he be discharged from the injunction laid upon 
him by the Committee at their last meeting. 

Extract from the minutes : 

Jerman Baker, Clerk. 



SAMUEL PATTERSON TO MESSRS. RODNEY, McKEAN, AND READ. 
Christiana Bridge, December 6, 1775. 

Gentlemen : As our representatives in Congress, from 
some late vague information, I heard that gold was hard to 
had in the City of Philadelphia. To answer valuable pur- 
be poses, I am, and was always willing to contribute my 
small mite to the times ; I now will inform you, if you want, 
you can have one thousand pounds in gold ; and will, for 
exchange, take the Congress bills as now, by that authority, 
circulating. If of service to the conimon cause, send for 
it, and the exchange as above. I should be glad my offers 
were of any service to the grand cause. 
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Your answer shall be punctually obeyed by your most 

humble servant, „ 

Samuel, Fatterson. 

To the Delaivare Delegates in Congress, at Philadelphia. 



RICHARD HENRY LEE TO GENERAL, WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, December 6, 1775. 

Dear Sir : The enclosed letter from Colonel Pendle- 
ton, came to hand two days ago, and as it will save a good 
deal of unnecessary writing, I send it to you. The procla- 
mation there alluded to, we have seen. It proclaims mar- 
tial law through Virginia, and offers freedom to all the 
slaves, calling their masters Rebels, &c. It seems this un- 
lucky triumph over Hatchings, with his less than half 
armed militia, so dispirited the miserable wretches in that 
neighbourhood, that many have taken an oath of Lord Dun- 
more's prescribing, reprobating Congress, committees, &,c. 
Long before this, Colonel Woodford, with eight hundred 
good men, must be arrived in those parts, and I make no 
doubt has forced his Lordship on board his ships again. 
All this would have been prevented if our troops could 
have crossed James River in proper time, but they were 
obstructed and forced to march high up by the men-of-war ; 
and, indeed, such is the nature of our water-intersected 
country, that a small number of men provided with naval 
force, can harass us extremely. I have good reason to 
hope that, in a few weeks, the state of things in Virginia 
will be greatly altered for the better. 

I thank you for your list of armed vessels, but at present 
no use can be made of them. I hope some of them will 
be fortunate enough to meet with prizes eastward. 

I had not heard of your improvements on the Kanhawa 
being destroyed, and unless Mr. Lund Washington has 
received very accurate information on this head, I am yet 
inclined to doubt it ; because I see in the treaty lately con- 
cluded with all the Ohio Indians, they first inform the 
Commissioners of the Kanhawa fort being burnt by some 
of their rash young men ; but they promise to punish the 
offenders, and prevent repetition of the like offences. 
They are very precise in their information, and mention 
only the fort, as well as I remember. I hope, therefore, 
that your property may yet be safe. This treaty with the 
Indians is the more likely to last, as Connolly, with his 
little corps of officers, are now in close custody in Mary- 
land, having been arrested there as they were stealing 
through the country to Pittsburgh, from whence they were 
to proceed to Detroit, and with the troops in those western 
parts, Indians, &c, he was to have done wonders. This 
wonderful man is now in close jail. 

I congratulate you on the surrender of Montreal, and 
from General Montgomery's letter giving account of that 
event, I think we have room to expect that Quebeck is 
fallen before now. A Committee of Congress some time 
since sent to Canada, have directions to raise a regiment 
in that country, to invite delegates to this Congress, and to 
give the strongest assurances of protection to their civil and 
religious rights. 

I am glad to hear of your getting Cobble Hill, and I hope 
it will prove useful to you. We are told that your enemy's 
troops are very uneasy on Bunker's Hill. God grant that 
their uneasiness may increase to their ruin. 

No accounts yet from England ; but ships are daily ex- 
pected. 

I am, with much esteem, dear sir, your affectionate and 
obedient servant, R IC hard Henry Lee. 



EDMUND PENDLETON TO RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

Virginia, November 27, 1775. 
Dear Sir : For want of a Committee sitting, and as it 
is impossible to judge what will be the sentiments of the 
Convention on the several points, previous to an applica- 
tion to the Congress for assistance to this Colony, I can say 
nothing on the subject of your joint letter of the 14th, but 
that I will lay that and former letters before the Conven- 
tion, at their meeting on Friday next. In the mean time 
I will mention what has happened below, according to the 
loose accounts I have had, which, perhaps, may be more 
fully related in the papers which will accompany this. 



Eight companies, with some baggage, had passed the 
river at Jamestown, and were waiting at Cobham for the 
remainder with Colonel Woodford, who were obliged by 
the navy to go up the river to pass, and did not get over 
till Sunday sen'night. In the mean time, Colonel Joseph 
Hutchings, and some others in Princess Anne, raised about 
one hundred and seventy men, and were marching to meet 
and join Woodford's corps. The Governour, hearing of 
this, inarched out with three hundred and fifty soldiers, 
tories and slaves, to Kemp's Landing, and after setting up 
his standard, and issuing his proclamaiion, declaring all per- 
sons Rebels who took up arms for the country, and inviting 
all slaves, servants, and apprentices, to come to him and re- 
ceive arms, he proceeded to intercept Hutchings and his 
party, upon whom he came by surprise, but received, it 
seems, so warm a fire, that the ragamuffins gave way ; they 
were however rallied, on discovering that two companies of 
our militia gave way, and left Hutchings and Dr. Reid with 
a volunteer company, who maintained their ground bravely, 
till they were overcome by numbers, and took shelter in a 
swamp. The slaves were sent in pursuit of them ; and 
one of Colonel Hutchings's own, with another, found bim. 
On their approach, he discharged his pistol at his slave, but 
missed him, and was taken by them after receiving a wound 
in his face with a sword. The numbers taken or killed, on 
either side, is not ascertained. It is said the Governour 
went to Dr. Reid's shop, and after taking the medicines 
and dressings necessary for his wounded men, broke all the 
others to pieces. Letters mention that slaves flock to him 
in abundance, but I hope it is magnified. Young Good- 
rich, who brought in the powder, is sent to Boston. They 
have also taken the old man near the Capes, in his passage 
to the West-Indies, and, 'tis said, used him very ill ; but I 
had not particulars. We are told Matt Shripp was in 
Hutchings's party, and fought bravely, so that I hope he 
is not really fallen off. Present my compliments to your 
worthy colleagues, and to Dr. Shippen. 

I am, dear sir, your most humble servant, 

Edmund Pendleton. 
To Richard Henry Lee. 

To the Honourable the Continental Congress : 
A Memorial. 
By the treaty at Easton, the Indians made choice of me 
to superintend their business, particularly to keep up the 
old friendship, &c; and the messengers sent down from 
the Six JS'ations having represented that their brethren in 
Maryland (the Nantikokes) are desirous of going with 
them to live with their brethren in the Indian country, and 
they apprehending that the several tracts of land in Mary- 
land, on which they now live, to be their own property, are 
desirous of selling the same for the value thereof, have sent 
a messenger to me with a string of wampum, requesting 
my interposition, and the Indians are now waiting for an 
answer. The necessity of doing every thing in our power 
to cultivate harmony with the Indians, must appear to every 
person concerned for our liberties. I feel myself happy in 
performing any services conducive to the publick good, but 
look upon myself as not authorized to give these people 
the assistance necessary, if not appointed by Congress. 
The Indians' appointment, and Commissioners answer, ap- 
pear upon the treaty now before your honourable body. 

John Bull. 

Philadelphia, December G, 1775. 



LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters, Elizabethtown, December 6, 1775, 
Two o'clock, P. M. 

Sir : This moment a gentleman of this place is come 
over from New- York, who tells me, this morning, that a 
sloop arrived from Albany, after a very short passage, the 
master of which says that an express was at Albany, on 
his way to New- York, with an account that on Colonel 
Arnold's presenting himself before Quebeck the inhabi- 
tants threw open the gates and joyfully received him ; that 
he has obtained the entire possession of that city, with- 
out the loss of a man ; that General Carleton is on Lake 
St. Francis, between Montreal and Quebeck, and will not 
easily escape the vigilance of Colonel Arnold. I most sin- 
cerely congratulate you, and all the friends of America, on 
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this very important event ; and that you may be informed 
of it as soon as possible, I now despatch Lieutenant Flaha- 
van express with this letter. 

I have the honour to be your most humble servant, 

Stirling. 
The Hon. John Hancock, Esq. 



PUNISHMENT OF THOMAS RANDOLPH. 

New-York, December 28, 1775. 

The 6th of December, at Quibbletown, Middlesex Coun- 
ty, Piscataway Township, New-Jersey, Thomas Randolph, 
cooper, who had publickly proved himself an enemy to his 
country, by reviling and using his utmost endeavours to 
oppose the proceedings of the Continental and Provincial 
Conventions and Committees, in defence of their rights 
and liberties ; and he being judged a person of not conse- 
quence enough for a severer punishment, was ordered to 
be stripped naked, well coated with tar and feathers, and 
carried in a wagon publickly round the town ; which punish- 
ment was accordingly inflicted. And as he soon became 
duly sensible of his offence, for which he earnestly begged 
pardon, and promised to atone, as far as he was able, by a 
contrary behaviour for the future, he was released, and 
suffered to return to his house in less than half an hour. 
The whole was conducted with that regularity and decorum 
that ought to be observed in all publick punishments. 



DECLARATION OF INHABITANTS OF QUEEN 8 COUNTY, 
NEW- YORK. 
Queen's County, Long-Island, December 6, 1775. 

We, freeholders and inhabitants of Queen's County, see- 
ing, in common with our fellow-subjects, the deepest anx- 
iety and distress from the most unhappy state of affairs 
between Great Britain and the American Colonies, and 
beholding, with horror, every appearance of being involved 
in any the least unfriendly contention wiih our neighbours, 
countrymen, and fellow-subjects, have resolved to take 
every step in our power to prevent so destructive an event 
— an event which, if permitted to take place, will intro- 
duce misery and distress, and open wounds that many years 
cannot heal. Impressed with these ideas, and the most 
friendly disposition towards all our fellow-subjects, we make 
this publick declaration of our sentiments and intentions, by 
which we hope to obtain the approbation of every real 
friend to liberty. 

We declare that we have not the most distant design or 
inclination to injure or offend any of our fellow-subjects ; 
but if, in exercising the essential privilege of freemen, we 
unfortunately differed with our brethren as to the mode of 
bringing the present troubles to a happy conclusion, we 
have carefully avoided every ostentatious display of that 
difference in sentiment and every irritating measure. We 
wish only to remain in peace, nor have we done aught to 
interrupt the quiet of others. So far have we been from 
harbouring a wish to offer violence to any, that we remained 
a long time destitute of the ordinary means of self-defence. 
We trusted that as we meant not to injure any man, so 
none would attempt to injure us. At length, however, we 
found too much reason to be apprehensive for the safety of 
ourselves, our families, and property. Reports have been 
circulated, and messages delivered to us, importing that we 
are to be disarmed, and some of our principal people taken 
in custody ; that we are, in short, to be treated as enemies 
to our country. We call upon every man who values him- 
self upon the inheritance of an Englishman, to say what 
he would do in such a case. Would he suffer himself to 
be disarmed, and tamely confess himself an abject slave ? 
Certainly no. Can any one, then, who feels the spirit of 
liberty, impose that on us which he had rather die than 
submit to himself? Can he blame us for doing that which 
he most surely would do was he in our situation ? Im- 
pelled by the most powerful arguments of self-defence, we 
have at last been driven to procure a supply of those means 
for protecting ourselves, of which we have been, till now, 
almost totally destitute; but we solemnly declare we pro- 
cured them for the sole purpose of defending ourselves from 
insults and injuries. 

And as many reports have been propagated, tending to 
excite the resentment of our countrymen against us, and to 



represent us as entirely inimical to them, we take this op- 
portunity to declare that all such reports are wicked inven- 
tions and void of truth. 

To remain peaceable and quiet, we again repeat, is our 
earnest desire; and breathing the most friendly disposition 
towards our neighbours, countrymen, and fellow-subjects, 
we entreat them to behold in us those endearing connec- 
tions, and not suffer a difference in opinion, or mischievous 
and groundless reports, to hurry them into acts of violence 
against us, which the laws of God and man will justify us 
in resisting. 

The above declarations are published as containing the 
sentiments and intentions of a large majority of the inhabi- 
tants of the County. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER, DATED CAMP BEFORE QUEBECK, 
NEAR THE GENERAL-HOSPITAL, DECEMBER 6, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I wrote you the 21st ultimo, which I make 
no doubt you have received. I then gave you some par- 
ticulars of our march, proceedings, &c, since which Gen- 
eral Montgomery has joined us with artillery, and about 
three thousand men ; and yesterday we arrived here frpm 
Point-aux- Tremble, and are making preparation to attack 
the enemy, who are in close garrison, but cannot hold out 
long, as from the best accounts they are much divided 
amongst themselves, and a prodigious panick has seized 
them all. Carleton, we are told, is determined to hold out 
to the very last, as his only hope; for he can expect 
nothing but punishment from the Ministry, whom he hath 
most egregiously deceived with regard to the inhabitants 
of this country. All his friends, or rather his courtiers, 
say he could not have taken more effectual measures than 
he has to ruin the country. 

Ihe 22d ultimo he issued a very extraordinary procla- 
mation, strictly ordering all who refuse to take up arms 
and defend the garrison, to depart the town and district 
within four days, with their wives and children, under pain 
of being treated as rebels or spies. In consequence of 
which a great number of the principal inhabitants came out 
with their families, but were obliged to leave all their pro- 
perty behind, except some wearing apparel and a little 
household furniture, &tc. I enclose you a copy of the 
proclamation. 

Among the corps who came with General Montgomery, 
is your worthy friend, Captain Lamb, whom I had the plea- 
sure of seeing a few days ago at Point-aux- Tremble. 

Our men are in high spirits, being now well clothed 
with the regimentals taken from the Seventh and Twentieth 
regiments, who were taken prisoners at St. John's. This 
is a circumstance which, I believe, the like never before 
happened to the British troops, as two regiments of them 
to be made prisoners at one lime. Providence smiles on 
us in a most remarkable manner. The Canadians say, 
" surely God is with this people, or they could never have 
done what they have done." They are all astonished at 
our march through the wilderness, which they say was im- 
possible, and would not believe our coming until they had 
occular demonstration of it. 

We are at a great loss for intelligence from the army at 
Cambridge and other quarters, having bad no certain ac- 
counts of their movements, nor the least syllable of news 
since we left Newbury. 

I am astonished a regular communication has not been 
opened between Montreal and the Colonies; hope you 
will pay a little attention publickly to it, more especially as 
there are some scoundrels who with impunity open the let- 
ters directed to the officers in our army, and I suppose 
they continue the like infamous practice with the letters 
which are sent to our friends and acquaintance. 

The General is now absent sending off an express, by 
whom I send this. I hope the next time I write you it 
will be from QuebecJc ; for, if the insulting foe does not sur- 
render shortly, I believe it is the General's intention to 
carry the town by storm. 



CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Wednesday, December 6, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
Present : His Honour the Governour, Jabez Huntington, 
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William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Jedediah ElderJcin, 
Joshua West, Benjamin Huntington. 

On motion by Captain Jonathan Wells, (present,) for 
directing, &tc, 

Voted, That the Captain and other Officers and Sailors 
belonging to the armed vessel lately taken near St. John's, 
and now at Canaan, be disposed of by the Committee for 
taking care of prisoners, in such town or towns in the 
County of Litchfield as they shall judge most convenient, 
until further orders from the General Congress, or the Go- 
vernour and this Council. Copy given. 

Voted, That Captain William Hunter, Lieutenant John 
Smith, Dr. Thomas Sundon, John Kent, William Kent, 
and a servant of said Smith, who were lately taken at St. 
John's, and sent as prisoners to be quartered in this Colony, 
be allowed to reside within the town of Wethersfield , in 
this Colony, upon their parole of honour not to depart out 
of said town, until further orders from the Governour and 
this Committee, or from the Continental Congress. And 
the Committee for taking charge of and providing for pri- 
soners, are hereby directed to provide for said Captain 
Hunter, &ic, in said Wethersfield, in the same manner as 
Others of their rank are provided for. Copy given. 

N. B. Said Lieutenant and Doctor were present, re- 
questing the same favour, &.c. 

His Honour having received a letter from General 
Washington, informing that a number of Soldiers of Gen- 
eral Putnam's Regiment, he, had deserted the service, 
challenging their term to be expired, &c; that he had sent 
after them, Sic, and much resenting their conduct, and 
moving that they ought to be made examples of, Sic, &c, 
the subject-matter thereof, and their conduct, was largely 
discussed. 

It seems the opinion that their conduct is very reprehen- 
sible, and that they are deserters, but considering their term 
of inlistment was very nearly expired, that it is a critical 
time, about forming a new Army, that perhaps it is not so 
well within our Province to deal with them ; that the law 
provides, &tc, and that the Assembly will probably soon 
be called, &ic, it is best to refer the matter to them ; and 
a letter be wrote to General Washington expressing these 
things, and our resentment of their conduct, and holding 
forth the zeal and firmness of the Colony notwithstanding, 
8ic. And a letter was accordingly prepared, and consi- 
dered, and submitted to the Governour's correction. 

And being night, the meeting was dismissed. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE COUN- 
CIL OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Cambridge, December 5, 1775. 

Sir : Copies of the enclosed letter I have already writ- 
ten to the Governours of Rhode-Island and Connecticut, 
and shall do the same to the President of the Congress in 
New- Hampshire, as I conceive our affairs are in a very cri- 
tical situation. It was mentioned to me yesterday, in con- 
versation, that the militia of this Government which were 
ordered on to supply the places of the Connecticut troops, 
are allowed forty shillings per month of twenty-eight days. 
The first I highly approved of, because I was unwilling to 
see any invidious distinction in pay, the never-failing con- 
sequence of which is jealousy and discord. But, sir, if the 
General Court.of this Colony have resolved on the latter, 
you must give me leave to add, that it aims the most fatal 
stab to the peace of this army that ever was given, and that 
Lord North himself could not have devised a more effec- 
tual blow to the recruiting service. 

Excuse me, sir, for the strength of these expressions ; 
if my information is wrong (I had it from General Heath, 
who says he had it from a member of your Court) they 
are altogether improper, and I crave your pardon for them ; 
if right, my zeal in the American cause must plead my 
excuse. 

I am, with great respect, George Wash1ngton . 

The Honourable James Otis, Esq., President of the Coun- 
cil of Massachusetts- Bay. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Cambridge, December 6, 1775. 

Sir: Your favours of the 28th and 30th ultimo, I re- 



ceived, and am to inform you that from the good character 
you gave of Mr. Aborn, I ordered the agent in whose care 
his vessel was, to deliver her up to him. There were 
other circumstances, too, that were favourable to Mr. 
Aborn, and that induced a belief that he was not inimical 
to our cause. 

I am much obliged by your kind attention to my two 
letters of the 15th and 18ih of November, and for your 
promise to lay the matters mentioned in the first before the 
General Committee, and ordering the troops which were 
on Block-Island to this camp. 

1 am ' hc -> George Washington. 

Hon. Nicholas Cooke. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO SALEM COMMITTEE. 

Cambridge, December 6, 1775. 

Sir : The representation of the Committee of the tovyn 
of Salem was yesterday laid before his Excellency. He 
orders me to assure you, that it will give him great plea- 
sure to contribute towards the particular safety of the town 
and inhabitants of Salem, when he can do it consistent with 
that attention he must pay to the defence of the whole. 

The shot taken on board the prize is very much wanting 
at camp ; what are in cases cannot possibly be spared. 
What are loose in the hold are two sorts, twelves and sixes ; 
of these they may have the small assortment demanded; 
they giving an obligation to repay the same, or their value, 
in order that the Continent or their captors may not be de- 
prived of their right. On showing this to Captain Wil- 
liam Bartlett and Captain John Glover, agents for the 
prize, they will deliver the shot conformable to the condi- 



tions above mentioned. 



Stephen Movlan. 



To Timothy Pickering, Esq. Chairman of the Committee 
of Safety and Correspondence of the Town of Salem. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM BARTLETT. 

Cambridge, December 6, 1775. 
Sir : I send you by the bearer two thousand dollars to 
defray the expense attending the military stores. Do you 
pay all the charges, and keep vouchers, that we may not 
be troubled with a multiplicity of accounts. 

I am yours, Stephen Moylan. 

To Captain William Bartlett, Beverly. 



JAMES SULLIVAN TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

Watertown, December 6, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I this evening received your important let- 
ter by Major Scammel, and have just returned from a con- 
ference with General Washington on the subject-matter of 
it. As to our paying our troops to the first of August by 
lunar months, it was our engagement with them to do it 
when we inlisted them, and we can by no means go from 
it ; but I believe we shall be content to make it a Provin- 
cial charge rather than have uneasiness with the other Co- 
lonies. 

I am uneasy at the backwardness of our men to engage 
in the ensuing campaign, and there will be nothing left un- 
done that our Court has in its power to do, in order to faci- 
litate the raising a new army. I have been this evening 
drawing a plan to lay before our Court in the morning. It 
is yet incorrect, but you have here a copy of it : 

" The prevailing uneasiness in the army seems to arise 
more from a disposition in the soldiers to rule, and their 
opinion of their own importance, than any unjustness in 
their pay or treatment. This, if long subsisting, will daily 
obtain in their minds, and have the most probable ten- 
dency to break up the army, and therefore should be rooted 
out as soon as possible. But, as some of the persons who 
now command as subalterns, were lately neighbours to, and 
on a level with, the privates they command ; and as the 
soldiery in this country are by no means dependant on the 
army for a living, this must be done with the greatest de- 
licacy. 

"The paying our soldiers by lunar months, or giving 
them a bounty, will so much enhance the expense of war, 
that the Southern Colonies, who bear a great part of the 
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expense and share none of the profits of the campaign, may 
prove discontented, and destroy that union which now so 
happily subsists. If this Colony should pay the extraordi- 
nary expense of lunar months out of its own treasury, or 
should bid a bounty at its own expense, the troops of the 
other New-England Colonies would, as they are on the 
same service, expect the same advantage, and leave the 
service unless they have it. 

" If all the New-England Governments should bid a 
bounty, or pay the extraordinary charge of lunar months, 
out of their own treasury, the soldiery, by gaining this' de- 
mand, would soon make another, and have from this conde- 
scension of Government such evidence of their own impor- 
tance as would induce them to suppose that all their de- 
mands must be immediately complied with. 

" If, therefore, some measure can be hit upon to con- 
vince the soldiers now in the camp that an army can be 
raised without them, they will readily inlist for the ensuing 
campaign. 

" The Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay is to raise six- 
teen regiments. As the having so many of the inhabitants 
of the Colony in good wages in the present state of our 
affairs is a great privilege, it should be held up so to the 
people as an inducement to them to engage. 

" It might be expedient, therefore, for the General Court 
to apportion, according to the tax biil of the present year, 
the number of privates each town is entitled to have in 
pay in the army ; which each town should be ordered to 
furnish at the lines upon or before the first day of January 
next, inlisted according to the Continental establishment of 
the army, preference being given by each town to such of 
their inhabitants as shall have been in the camp this year, 
provided they are inlisted upon the, twentieth day of De- 
cember instant." 

I am your humble, obedient servant, 

James Sullivan. 
To General Sullivan. 

If any part or all of this plan is wrong, you will give me 
your opinion thereon as soon as may be, that it may be al- 
tered. Your's, as above. 



GENERAL FOLSOM TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Exeter, December 6, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Immediately after my return home on 
Sunday afternoon, I despatched Colonel Hobart for Ches- 
ter. The next morning I sent an express to Major Bart- 
lett, of Nottingham, who is now with me. He expects 
to have his company full by Thursday night, and march 
them off Friday morning; but wants a dollar per man, 
which I should be glad you would give me an order for. 
I also applied without loss of time to several of the likeliest 
persons here to raise a company, but without success, till 
Simeon Ladd took the blank order for a company. He 
has, as yet, inlisted but three, yet refuses to give up the 
order till he has tried further. I have since employed 
Benjamin Boardman, of this town, and Porter Kimball, 
of Brentwood, who, I believe, will raise a company; Board- 
man having inlisted about twenty, and Kimball about the 
same number. Shall therefore be glad you would send up 
beating for them, and an order for one dollar for each of the 
men. 

You may depend on my sparing no pains in getting the 
men ready to march by Friday morning. 

I now send you by the bearer, Mr. Ebenezer Dearing, 
two hundred pounds, agreeably to your request. 
I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Nathaniel Folsom. 

mr. hartley's plan of reconciliation. 

London, December 7, 1775. 
The plan of pacification with America, which was moved 
this day in the House of Commons by Mr. Hartley, and 
seconded by Sir George Savile, was opened upon the fol- 
lowing grounds : That Lord North having, in the beginning 
of the session, expressed himself to this effect : " Would 
to God that all things were as they were in 1763, if the 
authority of this country could likewise be replaced into 
trie same state, that it was in 1763, but that an uncondi- 
tional repeal of all the acts since 1763, without some hon- 



ourable satisfaction to the authority of this country, would 
leave this country much disgraced ; declaring at the same 
time, that he would readily waive the point of revenue from 
America." Mr. Hartley, who offered last year a draft 
of a letter of requisition, as a plan of settlement and ac- 
commodation, while revenue was the declared object of 
Administration, desired to offer a proposition to Lord North 
upon the new ground that he had taken. 

The substance of Mr. Hartley's proposition was, that if 
there was any sincere desire for peace, he would endeavour 
to join issue with Lord North, and to offer terms of accom- 
modation ; by which, if Ministry would consent to replace 
America to the year 1763, he should, on the other part, 
propose, that America should give full satisfaction to the 
point of honour; that he thought himself authorized to en- 
gage for every thing that could in reason be required from 
the Americans, under that declaration in their petition to 
the King ; that they did not even wish for reconciliation, 
notwithstanding all their distresses, upon terms inconsistent 
with the dignity of Great Britain ; that, taking his ground 
from this declaration, he should propose a recognition, not 
in words, but in fact, which would effectually replace the 
authority of this country, (be it more or less, without any 
invidious line drawn,) where it was in 1763, The test 
proposed, was the enrolling some act of Parliament by 
the Assembly of each Province, supposing that the act of 
Parliament in view should be formed upon principles of 
justice, and such as the Colonies would have Teceived with 
a silent and thankful compliance in 1763. AH recogni- 
tions in words being unavoidably botrx invidious and insi- 
dious, a test, bringing no line of authority or obedience 
into question, would be the only safe proposition. The 
Americans shall be as they were in 1763, if they will 
likewise admit an act of test, such as they would not have 
had the least scruple to have admitted In 1763. Let us 
throw a veil over all the theoretical disputes of the rights 
of subjects, either as Colonists, or as men at large ; let us 
not discuss the rights reserved or supposed tobe reserved, 
at their emigration, whether tacitly or explicitly ; let mutual 
concessions on both sides bring the two parties together ; 
let the Americans be replaced where they were in 1763, if 
they will admit and register in their Assemblies, such an act 
of Parliament as they themselves shall confess that they 
would have admitted in 1763. It is not an unreasonable 
request to make to America, that they should treat an act 
of Parliament, flowing from principles of general humanity 
and justice, with a different reception to what has been 
given to acts of grievance. 

It is certainly dangerous to disturb questions of the rights 
and extent of empire or obedience, because, after that, 
even acts of acquiescence may be construed to involve 
hazardous concessions, supposed to be included in the 
principles which have been brought under contest. But in 
the state of human affairs we must not always be too scru- 
pulous. Something must be given up for peace. A civil 
war never comes too late. Let the Americans take their 
situation as it was in 1763, for better and for worse. In 
the present miserable prospect of things that is a fair and 
equitable bargain. The object of the act of Parliament to 
be proposed to America, may be perhaps in the event the 
abolition, but at the present can only be considered as the 
first step to correct a vice which has spread through the 
Continent of North- America, contrary to the laws of God 
and man, and to the fundamental principles of the British 
Constitution. That vice is slavery. It would be infinitely 
absurd to send over to America an act to abolish slavery at 
one word, because, however repugnant the T>ractiee may be 
to the laws of morality or policy, yet to expel tri evil which 
has spread far, and which has been sufferecT for such length 
of time, requires information of facts and circumstances, 
and the greatest discretion to root it out ; and moreover the 
necessary length of settling such a point would defeat the 
end of its being proposed as an act of compromise to set- 
tle the present unhappy troubles ; therefore the act to be 
proposed to America, as an auspicious beginning to Jay the 
first stone of universal liberty to mankind, should be what 
no American could hesitate an instant to comply with, viz: 
that every slave in North- America should be entitled to 
his trial by jury in all criminal cases. America carmot re- 
fuse to accept and to enroll such an act as this, and thereby 
to re-establish peace and harmony with the parent State. 



209 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, DECEMBER, 1775. 



210 



Let us all be re-united in this, as a foundation to extirpate Majesties King William and Queen Mary, bearing date 

slavery from the face of the earth. Let those who seek the seventh day of October, in the third year of their 

justice and liberty for themselves, give that justice and liberty reign. 

to their fellow-creatures. With respect to the idea of put- That leave be given to bring in a bill to establish the right 
ting a final period to slavery in North-America, it should of trial by jury, in all criminal cases, to all slaves in North- 
seem best, that when this country had led the way by the America, and to annul all laws in any Province repugnant 
act for jury, that each Colony, knowing their own peculiar thereto, and to require the registering of the same by the 
circumstances, should undertake the work in the most prac- respective Assemblies of each Colony in North- America. 
ticable way ; and that they should endeavour to establish That leave be given to bring in a bill to establish a per- 
some system, by which slavery should be in a certain term manent reconciliation between Great Britain and its de- 
of years abolished. Let the only contention henceforward pendencies in North- America, and to restore His Majesty's 
between Great Britain and America be, which shall ex- subjects in North- America to that happy and free condi- 
ceed the other in zeal for establishing the fundamental tion, and to that peace and prosperity which they enjoyed 
rights of liberty to all mankind. in their constitutional dependance on Great Britain before 

It is hoped that this plan may be thought definite, satis- the present unhappy troubles, viz: as in 1763. 
factory, and practicable ; it will be a test of sincerity to That leave be given to bring in a bill for a free pardon, 

both sides. The objects of the plan are to support the indemnity, and oblivion. 



dignity of Great Britain as the parent state, to afford re- 
dress of grievances to America, to restore peace to this 
distracted empire, and to re-unite its common interests 
and exertions into one common cause. The motions are 
as follow : 

That an address be presented to His Majesty, humbly 
setting forth that His Majesty's subjects in North- America, 



That an humble address be presented to His Majesty, 
to lay the opinion of this House before His Majesty, that 
it may be proper, when the present unhappy disputes in 
North- America shall be brought to an amicable termina- 
tion, that His Majesty should be graciously pleased to give 
orders, that letters of requisition be written in the accus- 
tomed manner to the several Provinces of His Majesty's 



having in the most dutiful manner laid their grievances Colonies and Plantations in North- America, ~ and to make 

before His Majesty, and having humbly besought the gra- provision for the purposes of protecting, defending, and 

cious interposition of his royal authority and influence to securing the said Colonies and Plantations, 
procure them relief from their afflicting fears and jealous 



les ; and having in the most earnest terms declared their 
attachment to hjs person, family, and Government, with all 
the devotion that principle and affection can inspire ; and 
having solemnly assured His Majesty, that, connected with 
Great Britain by the strongest ties that can unite socie- 
ties, and deploring every event that tends in any degree to 
weaken th_em, they not only most ardently desire that the 
former harmony may be restored between them, but that a 
concord may be established upon so firm a basis as to per- 
petuate its blessings, uninterrupted by any future dissen- 
sions, to succeeding generations in both countries; and 
having further assured His Majesty, that, notwithstanding 



WILLIAM DE HART TO LORD STIRLING. 

Morristown, N. J., December 7, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Agreeably to your request, I sent forward 
your letters to Colonel Winds. Lieutenant Dallas will 
be down with his party to-morrow evening. Some few of 
Captains Hoivell and Morris's men have abstracted them- 
selves and refuse to appear, who have signed the muster- 
roll, but not reviewed ; others have not, on account of the 
constables, &tc. If it should be agreeable to your Lord- 
ship, I would send those men to the barracks for a short 
time, till those difficulties should be removed, Peter La- 



their sufferings during the course of the present contra- shein, Captain Howell's fifer, is in custody at Newark. I 

versy, their breasts retain too tender a regard for the king- expect by this time your Lordship has received an answer 

dom from which they derive their origin, to request such a from the Committee of Safety in respect to the appoint- 

reconciliation as might in any manner be inconsistent with ments of the Ensigns and Lieutenants in Hou-ell's, Mor- 

her dignity or her welfare; and that the apprehensions ris's, and Meeks's companies ; if so, pray let me know by 

which now oppress their hearts with unspeakable grief the return of the bearer, 
being once removed. His Majesty will find his faithful sub- I am, sir, your most humble servant, 
jects in America ready and willing at all times, as they Wm. De Hart 

ever have been, with their lives and fortunes to assert and T romised Mr . Cl h tQ send down g nt K t ' h ; 

tarn the rights and interest of His Majesty, and of d but as he is recr u f>j he cannot com ° liU he / omes 
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their mother country ; and having, with all humility, sub 
mitted to His Majesty's wise consideration, whether it may 
not be expedient that His Majesty be pleased to direct 
some mode by which the united application of his Colo- 
nists may be improved into a happy and permanent recon- 
ciliation, his faithful Commons humbly beg leave to repre- 
sent, that, howeverwell disposed His Majesty's subjects in 
America may be, according to their most earnest profes- 
sions to return to their former obedience and constitutional 



with Dallas's party. 



ALBANY (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE TO THE COMMITTEE FOR 
THE DISTRICT OF KJNDERHOOK. 

Albany Committee Chamber, December 7, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We are extremely unhappy to find that 
the misunderstanding that has but too long subsisted in the 
District of Kinderhook is not yet compromised, A new 



dependance, yet, that the horrors of war and bloodshed, cause of discontent has arose, in consequence of the late 

raging in their country, must drive them to distraction and election held in the District for Delegates and Committees 

despair ; and, further, his faithful Commons beg leave to re- to represent the District. By what we can learn of the 

commend it to His Majesty's parental consideration, that a affair, we are apt to conclude that the gentlemen of the 

return to their duty, of their own free mind and voluntary Committee who held the election had not seen the latter 

compliance, would ensure a more cordial and permanent resolve of the Provincial Congress, by which persons who 

reconciliation than any reluctant submission, which, through had a possession to the value of eighty pounds, were entitled 

much bloodshed of His Majesty's subjects, could be en- to vote, in consequence of which none but freeholders were 

forced by the sword: therefore most humbly to beseech permitted to vote, agreeably to the first resolution, which 

His Majesty, that he will be graciously pleased to give or- seems to be the cause why two different polls were held, 

ders_for putting a stop to the further prosecution of hostili- and eight members chosen instead of four. As a means 

ties in America, thereby to prevent the further destruction to reconcile these differences, and for the sake of peace, 

of the lives of His Majesty's subjects, and to afford the so much wished for at this time, the Committee propose 

wished-for opportunity to his Colonists, of evincing the to you to take the eight members who have been" returned 

sincerity of their professions, by every testimony of devo- on both polls; or otherwise propose to you to endeavour to 

timi becoming the most dutiful subjects, and the most affec- agree amongst yourselves to take two persons from each 

tionate Colonists. ^ poll, who, together, may represent your District ; or, in 

That leave be. given to bring in a bill to empower the short, to endeavour to agree on any other mode which may 

inhabitants of the Province of Massachusetts-Bay to elect reconcile a dispute so detrimental to the interests of the 

an Assembly and Council, in the manner directed by the County at this critical time. To defeat the intentions of 

charter granted to the inhabitants of that Province, by their those who are fond of promoting discord, the Committee- 
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earnestly recommend to the District of Kinderhook that 
they will fall on such measures as will promote amongst 
them peace and harmony. 

We are, gentlemen, your very humble servants. 

By order of the Committee : 

Ab'm Yates, Jr., Chairman. 

The Committee of the District of Kinderhook. 



KINDERHpOK COMMITTEE TO ALBANY COMMITTEE. 
'.: i Kinderhook, December 18, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We are so much disposed for peace at 
this critical juncture that we cannot but pay particular at- 
tention to every proposal of which the professed design is 
to promote so desirable a purpose. We have, therefore, 
'ffiitturely considered the contents of the letter of December 
7th, with whicji you have been pleased to favour us, and 
We doubt not but you will exercise the same candour, with 
ire'spect to our reasons, which we shall always think our 
duty in considering every procedure of this Committee. 
; When we were to carry into execution the resolutions 
of the Provincial Congress for the election of Deputies to 
fepresent us in Provincial Congress, and members of the 
Committee, we considered that they were the only rule 
by which we were to conduct our proceedings, and that 
the propriety of them was no object of our inquiry. We 
therefore issued a notification, which was published on the 
2d day of November, which we now submit to the inspec- 
tion of the General Committee. On that day two of us 
opened and attended the poll, at which many respectable 
inhabitants gave their votes, agreeably to the list wa have 
delivered in ; others, to the number of seven, tendered their 
votes, which we rejected as not having the necessary quali- 
fications mentioned by the Congress. In the course of the 
election, a letter was shown to us, who superintended the 
poll, from Mr. Robert Yates, directed not to us as a Com- 
mittee, but to one of the inhabitants of the District, men- 
tioning the subsequent explanatory resolution of the Con- 
gress. About four. o'clock in the afternoon, having taken 
all the votes which were offered, and having repeatedly 
signified our readiness to keep the poll open till another 
day, if requested, (which, however, was not done,) we 
closed the election, and have made our returns. You are 
pleased to say that you " conclude that we had not seen 
the latter resolve of the Provincial Congress, by which 
persons who had a possession to the value of £80 were 
entitled to vote." Upon examining that resolve, we find 
it declares that " tenants possessed of lands or tenements 
of the value," &c; which we suppose is what you allude 
to. But we conceive it by no means follows that this will 
entitle every possessor to vote ; the term tenant, in our 
conception, being relative to landlord, and the one neces- 
sarily implies the existence of the other. To make this 
material, however, in the case, it ought to be shown that 
any persons, even with this qualification, that is to say, "a 
tenant having lands, &c, to the value of £80," had offered 
themselves, and been refused; but this did not happen. 
But even admitting (what we positively deny) that all 
those were wrongfully rejected whose votes we refused, 
yet, as they were, as we have before observed, only seven 
in number, the Committee will find that the majority was 
.so great for the returned Deputies and members, that it is 
■impossible they could prevent the returns we have made 
:from taking place, which we think is a conclusive argu- 
ment against those who would carp at our proceedings. 
The rejection of even legal votes, in our apprehension, 
.cannot vitiate a return, unless the majority depends upon 
•the admission or exclusion of them, which, in this instance, 
is manifestly not the case. But, for your further satisfac- 
tion, we observe that it has been shown to us, that even of 
the * * • voters whom we rejected, no less than * * * 
would have voted for the members we returned, which is 
a proof of our impartiality that we hope impudence itself 
cannot gainsay. 

We are clearly of opinion that, as we have already exe- 
cuted the powers given us by the Congress and the Com- 
mittee, we could not be justified in acquiescing in the pro- 
posal of the Committee to agree with those who have taken 
on themselves to hold a poll, in direct violation of the 
ifesolutions of the Congress and the General Committee 
.of the County., upon a matter which would also impeach 



our own proceedings. By this means we should not only 
countenance, but become accessaries to the irregularities 
of others ; we should arbitrarily take upon ourselves to 
counteract the sentiments of the District, of those who 
conformed to the directions of the Congress, in order to 
humour those who wantonly opposed them ; and how far 
this will promote union, or " defeat the intentions of those 
who are fond of promoting discord," we need not mention. 
Finally, how can we arrogate to ourselves the rejection of 
any of the members regularly chosen, or obtrude upon 
them colleagues whose only claim to a right of represent- 
ing the District is, that they have dared to violate the rules 
and directions of that very body of which they are so de- 
sirous of being members? 

If the General Committee had been apprised of the 
above facts, and adverted to the reasonings upon them, we 
think they would not have passed that censure upon the 
District which is implied in the beginning of their letter. 
The idea of a disunited place is a harsh one to the inhabi- 
tants of it ; and, for our parts, we know of no " misunder- 
standing in the District," unless the clamours of a few dis- 
contented persons can be called so, who, it seems, have a 
higher opinion of their own merit than their neighbours 
have. We dare appeal to the publick records of the Dis- 
trict for proof that the affairs of it have been conducted 
with a unanimity equal to that of any other ; and we might 
remind this Committee of the weight which is due to the 
applications of the persons who now again appear before 
them, from what has happened heretofore. If there be 
any District or place in the County in such entire union as 
to have not even a few dissenting voices among them, we 
have not yet heard of that place, and we wish, for a trial 
of their patience, that the malcontents in our township 
might take their residence among them. We believe, 
however, there is no such place, and, if more frequent and 
louder clamours have come from the few among us, it is 
because they are more refractory, and have more perseve- 
rance, (but we hope are not more countenanced,) than any 
other. For our parts, fond as we are of union, we wish 
not to be united with any set of individuals at the expense 
of our duty, or with such who refuse to conform to any 
regulation which they do not themselves approve of. 
When the Committee consider this, they will not be sur- 
prised that " a new cause of discontent" has arisen among 
these people. 

Upon the whole, we have conscientiously conformed to 
the resolutions of the Congress, according to our under- 
standing of them, and we claim no discretionary power to 
contract or dispense with the directions of that body. 

We remain, gentlemen, your humble servants, 

Peter Vosbubgh, Matthew Goes, Jr., 
Peter Van Alstine, H. V. Schaack. 



colonel holmes to captain wtnkoop. 

Ticonderoga, December 7, 1775. 

Sir: I have received a copy of a resolve of the New- 
York Provincial Congress, dated November 3d, directing 
that £13 8s. Id. be stopped out of the pay of Thomas 
Hampton, James Davenport, and Henry May, deserters 
from your company. 

You will make an immediate stoppage in their pay, to 
reimburse the said sum paid for apprehending said desert- 
ers and bringing them to Albany, and the expenses attend- 
ing that service, so that you may account to me for the 
same, the Congress having, in this resolve, directed me 
to account to them. 

I am your humble servant, T TT 

J ' James Holmes. 

Captain Wynkoop, Fourth Regiment New-York Forces, 
at Fort George. 



RECANTATION OF GIDEON LOUNSBERY. 

Stamford, Connecticut, December 7, 1775. 
Whereas I, the subscriber, have, at divers times, spo- 
ken many things in time past which have been taken as 
unfriendly to American liberty, and also have inadvertently 
and inconsiderately spoken disrespectfully of the honour- 
able Continental Congress, and have endeavoured to bring 
their persons and doings into contempt, I do, in this pub- 
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lick manner, humbly ask the forgiveness of my bleeding 
country in general and of this town in particular, for my 
misconduct in so doing ; and do hereby, in the most so- 
lemn manner, promise and engage, that for the future I 
will faithfully adhere to any resolve of the Continental 
Congress, or any recommendation coming from that ho- 
nourable body, and will, to my utmost, exert myself in 
opposition to the Ministerial troops sent into this country 
to dragoon us into slavery. And do further, in conse- 
quence of the above confession and declaration, humbly 
request the Committee of the town of Stamford to revoke 
the sentence they have heretofore given against me as 
being an enemy to American liberty, and that I may be 
received and looked upon as a true friend to the grand 
American cause. And whereas it has been alledged against 
me that I have publickly said that I could raise five hundred 
men to join the King's forces against the American troops, 
which expressions I do not remember ever to have made 
use of; I do hereby declare my aversion and disapproba- 
tion to any such measures. 

In testimony of my sincerity, I have hereunto set my 
hand the day and date above written. 

Gideon Lounsbery. 



I am, with great sincerity and regard, sir, your most 

obedient humble servant. T rr> 

Jonathan JLrumbull, 

His Excellency General Washington. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, December 7, 1775. 

Sir: Your Excellency's letter of the 2d instant, per 
Captain Clarke, came to hand the 4th. 

The late extraordinary and reprehensible conduct of 
some of the troops of this Colony, impresseth me, and the 
minds of many of our people, with grief, surprise, and in- 
dignation, since the treatment they met, and the order and 
request made to them was so reasonable, and apparently 
necessary for the defence of our common cause and safety 
of our rights and privileges, for which they freely engaged ; 
the term they voluntarily inlisted to serve not expired, and 
probably would not end much before the time, when they 
would be relieved, provided their circumstances and inch 
nation forbid their undertaking further. Indeed, there is 
great difficulty to support liberty, to exercise government, 
to maintain subordination, and at the same time to prevent 
the operation of licentious and levelling principles, which 
many very easily imbibe. The pulse of a New-England 
man beats high for liberty. His engagement in the service 
he thinks purely voluntary ; therefore, in his estimation, 
when the time of inlistment is out, he thinks himself not 
holden without further engagement. This was the casein 
the last war. I greatly fear its operation amongst the 
soldiers of the other Colonies, as I am sensible this is the 
genius and spirit of our people. 

I have the pleasure to inform you, that the people of the 
towns where the most of the men belong, were so greatly 
affected with their unreasonable conduct, that they would 
readily march to supply their places. This is not thought 
advisable, as your Excellency made no such application. 

Our laws against desertion are well calculated to punish 
such as are guilty ; provision is made effectually to disco- 
ver and punish such offenders. I think it necessary some 
examples should be made, especially of the ringleaders; of 
this care will be taken. 

The officers, by the act of Assembly appointed pay- 
masters of their companies, not likely to return soon, and 
many might be uneasy for want of their wages, to obviate 
this [ advised three gentlemen of our Pay-Table Commit- 
tee to proceed to the camp with money, to take your di- 
rection and advice therein, to settle the rolls and pay the 
wages of the men ; taking care for the publick arms and 
ammunition, for minors, and apprentices. 

The union of the Colonies, and the internal union of 
each, is of the utmost importance. 

I determine to call the General Assembly of this Colony 
to meet at New-Haven, on Thursday, the 14th instant. 
Please to notify me of any matters you think proper to 
suggest for their consideration. You may depend on their 
zeal and ardour to support the common cause, to furnish 
our quota, and to exert their utmost strength for defence of 
the rights of these Colonies. 

Your candour and goodness will suggest to your consi- 
deration, that the conduct of our troops is not a rule where- 
by to judge of the temper and spirit of the Colony. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS". 
[Read December 16, 1775.] 

Cambridge, December 7, 1775. 

Sir: I wrote you the 4th instant, by express, to which 
I beg you will be referred. My fears that Broughlon and 
Selman would not effect any good purpose, were too well 
founded ; they are returned, and brought with them three 
of the principal inhabitants from the Island of St. John's. 
Mr.Callbeck is President of the Council, and acted as Go- 
vernour. They brought the Governour's commission, the 
Province seal, Sic. As the Captains acted without any 
warrant for such conduct, I have thought it but justice to 
discharge these gentlemen, whose families were left in the 
utmost distress. 

I am credibly informed that James Anderson, the con- 
signee and part owner of the ship Concord and cargo, is 
not only unfriendly to American liberty, but actually in 
arms against us, being Captain of the Scotch company at 
Boston. Whether your being acquainted with this cir- 
cumstance or not will operate against the vessel and cargo, 
1 will not take upon me to say; but there are many arti- 
cles on board so absolutely necessary for the army, that, 
whether she is made a prize of or not, we must have 
them. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient humble 

servant, „ .„ 

George Washington. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Congress. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Cambridge, December 7, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 4th instant I this moment re- 
ceived, advising of the taking of the captain and midship- 
man of one of the King's armed schooners. You will 
be pleased to take their parole of honour not to leave 
Northampton, where you will have them sent, where are 
several other officers prisoners. 

I am, sir, &ic, ~ w 

7 George Washington. 

To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island. 

P. S. As soon as the deficiency is known, I will inform 
you ; for the present I beg leave to refer you to the other 
letters which will be handed you by Colonel Babcock. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PORTSMOUTH (nEW-HAMPSHIRe) 

committee or safety. 

Cambridge, December 7,' 1775. 

Gentlemen : Richard Emms, a prisoner at Portsmouth, 
having expressed a strong desire to go to his family and 
friends in the West-Indies, in a schooner which is about to 
go there, you will be pleased to grant him a permit for 
that purpose, unless there should be objections against it, 
which I am not apprised of. 

' "' George Washington. 

To the Committee of Safety at Portsmouth. 



RICHARD DERBY, JUN., TO JOHN MORLAND. 

Salem, December 7, 1775. 

Sir: On Mr. Gray's return I delivered your letter to 
the Committee of this town, and urged their taking the 
capture of the brig Kingston Packet into consideration ; 
but, as the matter was novel to them, they have declined 
it, at the same time observing that there does not appear 
the least cause to detain the vessel ; for, admitting she 
was at Nova-Scotia contrary to the General Association,, 
(which is not by any means the case,) it points out another 
method of punishment very different from that of forfeit- 
ure of property. 

I am very sorry my health does not admit of my making; 
a personal application to the General on this occasion ; and 
as it does not I must beg leave to refer you to the bearer,. 
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Mr. Gray, and to the master, for any information ; and, 
not having the least doubt but his Excellency will give 
orders for vessel and cargo to be immediately restored to 
master. I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Richard Derby, Jun. 
John Morland, Esq. 

JOHN PICKERING TO STEPHEN MOYLAN. 

Salem, December 7, 1775. 

Sir : Tt having been referred to the Committee of Safety 
and Correspondence of this town, to determine whether the 
brig Kingston Packet, Samuel Ingersoll, master, taken at 
Nova-Scotia, on suspicion of being engaged in business 
contrary to the Association of the United Colonies, should 
be permitted to proceed on her voyage or not, the Com- 
mittee beg leave to assure you, sir, that it is not from any 
desire to avoid doing the utmost service in our power for 
our country, that we must decline giving our judgment in 
a matter of this importance. It appears many merchants 
have considered the prohibition in the same light with the 
owner of the above brig — many vessels being thus em- 
ployed. Should the Committees in different towns give 
different judgments, it would lead to great difficulties. We 
must therefore request that this important question be de- 
termined by judges whose jurisdiction is general. 

I am, sir, in the name and by order of the Committee of 
Safety and Correspondence of Salem, your most humble 
servant, 

John Pickering, Jun., Chairm. P. T. 
Stephen Moylan, Esq. 

JOHN VVAITE TO JOHN ADAMS. 

Falmouth, December 7, 1775. 

Sir : I understand you are appointed one of the Com- 
mittee to receive accounts of the damage done by the 
Ministerial troops and navy in this Colony. Beg leave to 
enclose you an account of the damage I suffered by remov- 
ing From my Island for your inspection. 
, I am, sir, your humble servant, John Waite. 

Hon. John Adams, Esq. 

Falmouth, December 7, 1 775. 

The town of Falmouth being burnt by the Ministerial 
troops and navy the 18th of October last, I, the subscriber, 
being apprehensive of their coming to the Island of Che- 
beague, in Casco-Bay, where my family and a considerable 
large stock of horned cattle and sheep then were, applied 
to the gentlemen of the Committee of Safety, to know if 
they purposed to continue a guard on said Island, as they 
had hitherto done. Being answered that they did not, I 
moved immediately from said Island to the country, back 
to the towii of Falmouth, (distance from said Island being 
twelve miles,) with my family and stock, consisting of thir- 
teen persons, twenty-four head of horned cattle, two hun- 
dred sheep, household goods, he, leaving behind me one 
new house, forty-nine by thirty-eight, two stories, two- 
thirds finished ; three old houses, twenty by eighteen, 
one story ; eight hundred acres of land, about one hundred 
acres of the same clear. 

The damage 1 sustained thereby I humbly submit to the 
Committee appointed by the honourable Continental Con- 
gress. 

From their humble servant, T W tt 

I think the damage not less than two hundred pounds. 
Jf they should be of opinion it is more, or less, I am content. 

J. W. 

ADVICES FROM THE INTERIOR OP SOUTH-CAROLINA. 
Charlcstown, December 8, 1775. 

We are glad to inform our readers that the troubles 
which have lately disturbed our Western frontiers, are now 
in a great measure removed ; and, horn the measures 
adopted by the Provincial Congress, and pursued by the 
Council of Safety, we have now a prospect of peace and 
quietness in a very short time being restored in those 
parts. 

The following is the best account of the late transactions 
in that quarter that we have been able to collect : 



About six weeks ago, Mr. Robert Cunningham, of 
Ninety-Six, who had taken a very active part in the dis- 
turbances last summer, and who refused to accede to the 
Treaty concluded by the Hon. William Henry Drayton 
with the insurgents, was taken prisoner, brought to town, 
and put in jail, where he still remains. His friends, upon 
being informed of this, gathered in a body, with his brother, 
Patrick Cunningham, at their head, intending, as is sup- 
posed, to make reprisals. Our late Council of Safety at 
that time had sent one thousand pounds of gunpowder, and 
one thousand pounds of lead to the lower Cherokee In- 
dians, who were in great want of ammunition for hunting, 
and who had given the strongest assurances of observing a 
strict neutrality in the present unhappy dispute. This 
Cunningham's party determined to take possession of, 
which they easily effected, it being escorted only by a few 
rangers, whom they allowed to depart. 

The Congress was sitting when advice of this outrage 
was received, and they determined immediately to adopt 
such measures as would effectually prevent the like in 
future. They accordingly ordered Colonels Richardson, 
Thomson, Neel, and Thomas, to march with a body of 
rangers and militia. Major James Maylon, with about for- 
ty-six men of the rangers, and Major Andrew Williamson, 
with about four hundred and sixty of the militia, hearing 
that the insurgents were increasing daily in numbers, and 
threatening, while there was no apparent opposition, to ra- 
vage the country, joined their forces ; and, upon the I7th 
of last month, having received certain intelligence that (he 
enemy were within a few miles of them, hastily erected a 
slight square breastwork of old fence rails, joined to a barn, 
on a spot of cleared ground, on which, in proper places, 
they fixed a few swivel guns. On the next day, and be- 
fore the breastwork was quite finished, they were surround- 
ed by about two thousand of the malcontents, that were led 
on by Major Joseph Robinson, who sent a message to Ma- 
jors Maylon and Williamson, desiring that they and their 
men should lay down their arms and surrender themselves 
prisoners, which was rejected with disdain. The jail, 
which is about three hundred yards distant from the fort, 
was taken possession of by Robinson's party, who had like- 
wise cut off all communication between the stockade and 
the only spring of water near it. On the same day they 
took two men belonging to the rangers or militia prisoners, 
upon which there began a smart firing on both sides, and 
was continued with little intermission till Tuesday at sun- 
set. Notwithstanding the party in the fort were without 
water near two days, yet, animated by the example of their 
commanders, they determined to endure every extremity 
rather than submit. 

On Tuesday evening Major Maylon received a message 
from Major Robinson, offering a cessation of hostilities for 
twenty days, which was agreed to. At that time Majors 
Maylon and Williamson had nearly expended their ammu- 
nition, a circumstance they had the address to conceal 
from their men. 

Of our party, fourteen were wounded ; one mortally. 
Of the enemy, it is known several (some say fifty-two) 
were killed, and many wounded ; but particulars are con- 
cealed. That their loss exceeds ours is not to be doubted, 
else why should two thousand men make advances for a 
suspension of hostilities to five hundred, whom they had a 
. few days before insolently demanded to surrender at dis- 
cretion ? 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO COMMITTEE OF FREDERICK, 
MARYLAND. 

Philadelphia, December 8, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Your letter of the 24lh of November last, 
being received, was laid before Congress, and I am directed 
to inform you that the Congress highly approve your con- 
duct and vigilance in seizing Cameron, Smith, and Con- 
nolly. 

I do myself the pleasure of enclosing you a resolution 
of Congress, respecting the place of their confinement ; and 
I am directed to desire you, in pursuance of said resolution, 
to send the prisoners under guard to Philadelphia. 

I am, gentlemen, &,c, 

John Hancock, President. 

To the Committee of Frederick City, Maryland. 
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PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO NEW-ENGLAND COLONIES. 

Philadelphia, December 8, 1775. 

On the 2d instant, I forwarded to you, by order, the re- 
solutions of the Congress, directing such soldiers as will 
reinlist to) be paid their wages for the months of October, 
November, and December, and moreover one month's pay 
in advance ; and desiring you to exert your utmost en- 
deavours to promote the recruiting service in the army, as 
Well as in your particular Colony. 

By letters since that, from the General, the Congress are 
informed that, from the 19th to the 28th of November, not 
more than two thousand five hundred and forty reinlisted, 
and that only nine hundred and sixty-six had reinlisted 
before that time. The situation of the General and army 
is the more alarming, as General Howe is well apprised of 
this matter, and will no doubt, on the first favourable oppor- 
tunity, avail himself of the information. I need not in- 
form you what pain the Congress feels at this want of pub- 
lick spirit and backwardness in the soldiers to reinlist; nor 
need I paint to you the dreadful consequences that must 
ensue, should the lines be abandoned and the General de- 
serted at a critical moment. I am therefore desired to for- 
ward the enclosed resolution of Congress, and to request 
you to exert yourselves in defence of our common liber- 
ties, by affording the General all the aid in your power, 
and to comply with his request for the assistance of the 
militia, whenever he may find it necessary to apply for it. 

I have the honour, &tc, 

John Hancock, President. 

To the Council of Massachusetts-Bay, President of the 
Convention of New-Hampshire, and Governours of 
Rhode- Island and Connecticut. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Philadelphia, December 8, 1775. 

Sir: Your letter of the 28th of November, by Captain 
Blewer, being received, was immediately laid before Con- 
gress. 

By my letter of the 2d inst., which I hope you will in 
due time receive, you will perceive the Congress have, in 
a great measure, prevented your wishes, having written to 
New-York, and given orders to General Schuyler to sup- 
ply you with and to forward, with all possible expedition, 
what cannon can be spared. They have also directed 
General Schuyler to make diligent search for lead ; and 
retaining so much as may be wanted there, to send the 
remainder to your camp. However, it is hoped the gen- 
tlemen you have sent will expedite that business. 

By order of Congress, I forward a commission for Mr. 
Knox, who is appointed Colonel of the Regiment of Artil- 
lery. The Congress also have relieved your difficulties 
with respect to the two battalions of Marines, having order- 
ed that the raising them out of the army be suspended. 
It is the desire of Congress that such a body of forces may 
be raised ; but their meaning is, that it be in addition to 
the army voted ; and they expect you will think of proper 
persons to command that corps, and give orders for inlist- 
ing them wherever they may be found. 

The Congress are sensibly affected with your situation, 
and regret the backwardness of the troops to reinlist. In 
addition to what I had the honour of transmitting you the 
2d instant, they have desired me to enclose you a copy of 
a resolution passed yesterday, and to write to the Council 
of Massachusetts-Bay, the Convention of New-Hampshire, 
and the Governours of Rhode-Island and Connecticut, ac- 
quainting them with the present state of the army, and 
enclosing copies of the resolutions of this Congress, rela- 
tive to your being empowered to call forth the militia of 
those Governments on any emergency, and requesting those 
Colonies to exert themselves in defence of our common 
liberties, by affording you all the aid in their power, and to 
comply with your request for the assistance of the militia, 
whenever you may find it necessary to call for it. 

The gentlemen with the money set out to-day. I hope 
the arrival of this will relieve some of your difficulties, and 
that the payment of the arrears, and the month's advance 
which you are empowered to offer, will induce many to 
reinlist, who seem not to be actuated by nobler motives. 

By letters received yesterday, we learn that Colonel Ar- 
nold, after a fatiguing march, had reached Canada, where 



he was well received by the inhabitants ; that on the 14th 
of November, he had reached Point- Levi, and was pre- 
paring to pass the river that night ; that, notwithstanding 
his being deserted by Colonel Enos, he had great hopes of 
gaining possession of Quebeck, as both the English and Ca- 
nadian inhabitants were well-affected to our cause ; that 
Carleton, with the ships under his command, was stopped 
in his passage down the river by a fort in our possession, 
at the mouth ofSorel, and some row-galleys; and that Gen- 
eral Montgomery was preparing to attack him from Mon- 
treal; but of these matters you will doubtless be more 
fully informed by an express, which we understand was 
despatched to you from Ticonderoga. 
I have the honour to be, &ic, 

John Hancock, President. 
To General Washington. 



THOMAS LYNCH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

December 8, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Your favour, by Captain Blewer, gives me 
infinite concern, not less on yours than on the account of 
the Continent. Providence favours us every where. Our 
success in every operation exceeds our most sanguine ex- 
pectations ; and yet when God is ready to deliver our op- 
pressors into our hiinds, that men cannot be found willing 
to receive them is truly surprising. 

With grief and shame it must be confessed that the whole 
blame lies not with the army. You will find your hands 
straitened instead of strengthened. What the event will 
be, it is impossible to foresee. Perhaps it is only intended 
to force the Continent into their own terms, and to show 
that neither General or Congress shall be permitted to con- 
trol the army ; perhaps to mortify the favourites of Con- 
gress. Be this as it may, resolution and firmness ought to 
rule our councils ; a step yielded to improper and intempe- 
rate demands may be irretrievable. 

I shall not take upon me to advise ; it is as improper as 
it is needless. Your riflemen, negroes, and deserters, may, 
in proper passes, defend your artillery, ammunition, and 
stores. Should your lines be deserted, and the glorious 
golden opportunity of ending the war be lost, let not hope 
be lost also. We have, in the York papers, an account of 
your having taken an invaluable transport, and you have 
doubtless heard of Arnold's arrival at Quebeck. I hope 
both may end as we wish. The addition of arms and am- 
munition in the transport, according to report, must be most 
important to you. O ! had you but an army. 

My best compliments to your lady and family, and to all 
my acquaintance in the army. I told General Gales, Mif- 
flin, and others, I should be much obliged to them could 
they send me a good drummer. They have forgot me. 

One of our members of Congress sets out to-day for 
New-England. Whether his intents be wicked or not, I 
doubt much ; he should be watched. Ship news, that the 
Floridas have been taken ; but it is not credited. If true, 
I have no doubt but that it is with the consent of our court. 
God give you health and spirits to control all opposition. 

Your sincere friend and most humble servant, 

Thomas Lynch. 
To General Washington. 

P. S. Command me freely, whenever you please. 

JOHN MARKS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New- York, December, 1775. 
Your petitioner humbly desires to be employed in that 
useful and much needful business of nail-making; and as 
your petitioner has followed that business formerly, he 
hopes to give satisfaction to the publick. And as the afore- 
said article will be much wanted in the spring, he would 
set the business up immediately, that the publick might be 
punctually served in such useful articles. And whereas it 
will be necessary to have a good quantity of iron and coal, 
which, if not purchased soon, will render your petitioner 
unable to carry on the aforesaid business, he having a 
family of seven children ; and having for some time past 
followed the shipsmith branch, which is now at a stand, 
and as he is possessed of tools, and fires for eight men to 
work by, which he will endeavour to get to the employ, 
(if not, he will take boys, and teach them, which will be of 
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great service to the publick,) your petitioner humbly pray- 
eth the honourable the Congress will take into considera- 
tion, and allow him a little forehand cash, to enable him to 
carry on the work ; and what work he gives in weekly, will 
pay a moiety towards the advanced money ; and the work 
done at the lowest prices. 

If the above is agreeable, and meets with acceptance, 
your petitioner will forever pray. 

John Marks. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress. 



GENERAL SCHOYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Albany, December 8, 1775. 

Sir : In the last letter which I had the honour to address 
you, I took the liberty to recommend to Congress to send 
three thousand men to this place, that they might seize the 
first opportunity of marching into Canada. Such a mea- 
sure then appeared to me to be prudent Unfortunately 
for us, it now seems indispensably necessary, as the enclosed 
letters from General Montgomery and Colonel Arnold will 
evince ; for we ought not to depend too much on the Ca- 
nadians. Should Congress be in sentiment with me on 
this matter, I could wish for the most early advice, whether 
I am to issue as many more warrants for raising men as 
to complete a regiment with the four companies now levy- 
ing, and which were intended for the garrisons of Fort- 
George and Ticonderoga. If so, as Colonel Van Schaick, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Yates, and Major Gansevoort, wish to 
remain in the service, whether I may give them assurances 
that they will be continued. 

The common shoes worn in the country are by no means 
proper for a winter march. The troops, if any are to go 
to Canada, should therefore be provided with Canadian 
moccasins, which, I believe, will cost about four shillings, 
or four and six pence a pair ; a thick woollen cap to cover 
their ears ; a pair of Indian stockings ; and a good pair of 
mittens. 

By the tenor of the officers' commissions, I cannot dis- 
charge even those who have quitted the service, and they 
expect to be paid up to the day to which the men were 
inlisted. 

I have received no accounts from any of the Colonies, 
of what money has been advanced to the troops raised 
in them ; so that I cannot possibly settle their accounts, 
nor pay off the men, nor even advance a single shilling, 
unless Congress will direct me to do it at hazard, and abide 
by the loss. I assure you, sir, that for the want of these ac- 
counts, I am not only put into a very disagreeable situation, 
but our cause will suffer extremely. Numbers that have 
gone home, have swore most bitterly that they will never 
re-engage in the service. Pray, is there not a danger that 
swch people may join our enemies, to which they will be 
prompted by the malignants, who have now such good ma- 
terials for the purpose. Permit me, therefore, most earnest- 
ly, to entreat Congress that I may be furnished, without the 
least delay, with those accounts. 

The barracks in this place are out of repair. I propose 
to employ carpenters to mend them, and have requested 
the opinion of the gentlemen of the Committee on this in- 
tention, which they approve of, as they also do of appoint- 
ing a barrack-master and conductor of the artillery, both of 
which wi 1 save thrice their pay in six months. 

Lieutenant Halscy, of the troops raised in Connecticut, 
and of whom General Montgomery complains, has been 
excessively troublesome during the whole campaign, and 
deserved to have been dismissed the service soon after my 
coming to the command. The time for which he engaged 
to serve is expired. He can therefore only be punished 
by stopping his pay, unless he will submit to be tried by a 
court-martial. 

The expense that we are put to by the prisoners, runs 
amazingly high. I wish some means could be fallen upon 
that they might receive their pay. Would it not be well 
if a month's pay was offered them for their bills on Gen- 
eral Howe, in Boston. If he accepts them, we get hard 
cash ; if not, we are just where we are ; for they may be 
told that they are not to have any more, and that a bare 
subsistence only will be allowed them in future. 

Of upwards of one hundred batteaus which we built, I 
am confident twenty-five or thirty will be lost, as they have 



been left by the lake-side, all the way between Onion river 
and Skenesborough, by soldiers that took that route home- 
wards, 

I found, on my arrrival here, about sixty of the Six Na- 
tions. To-day, we have had their congratulatory speech, 
and on Monday they are to proceed to business. Not hav- 
ing had a moment's time to myself since my arrival here, 
which was last night, I have not been able to learn the in- 
tention of this visit. No Commissioner but Mr. Dorr arrd 
myself are here ; and there being five, we may be blamed 
for acting; but necessity drives us to it. Perhaps Con- 
gress may think proper to add two or three more out of 
this place. 

I am informed that some of the prisoners have behaved 
exceeding ill. I shall have the affidavits taken in sup- 
port of the charges made against them, as soon as I can 
find a little time, and transmit them to Congress. The 
Committee of Albany have also complained to me of a Mr. 
McCoy, who is a prisoner cherished by some people ex- 
tremely inimical to us. His abuse has gone to every body 
indiscriminately. I shall immediately send him to Connec- 
ticut, under a guard. 

Colonel Knox is now at Ticonderoga. I have arranged 
matters in such a manner as that I hope all the artillery 
he wants will be at Fort George in a fev/ days, from whence 
it will be carried to Boston,- as soon as the roads will per- 
mit. 

I am pretty confident that a reinforcement might be sent 
to General Montgomery, even before the ice on Lake Cham- 
plain will be strong enough to bear, by a route hitherto not 
attempted, and I believe with very little difficulty. I shall 
immediately employ two trusty men to ascertain this. 

My letter, alluded to in the first paragraph of this, was 
only last night delivered to Mr. Livingston, so that it goes 
by this express. 

I am informed that several officers in our army sent a 
very insulting message to General Montgomery, because he 
had shown some indulgence to a few of the officers that 
were made prisoners. This turbulent and mutinous spirit 
will tend to the ruin of our cause ; and the necessity of 
checking it immediately, and taking measures to prevent it 
in future, strikes me so forcibly, that I take the liberty to 
observe that it is worthy of the immediate attention of Con- 
gress. I speak the more freely on this subject, as I would 
not wish that General Montgomery and my successors, who- 
ever they may be, should lead the disagreeable life we have 
done. 

I am, sir, with esteem and respect, your most obedient 

and most humble servant, t> c 

' Philip schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c. 

ABRAM DAVENPORT TO GOVERNOTJR TRUMBULL. 

Stamford, December 8, 1775. 

Respected Sir: Mr. Setteck and Mr. Bates, two of 
my neighbours, own a vessel of about fifty tons, with which 
they are desirous to make voyage to the West-Indies, to 
carry cattle and provisions, and bring back military stores, 
if a permit can be obtained of your Honour for that pur- 
pose. I suppose that it is expected that Mr. Boies will 
go master, if the vessel is permitted to go. I believe he 
may be depended upon ; and I do not know a man better 
calculated for the business. The vessel is said to be a prime 
sailer. We have but a few pounds of powder in our town 
stock, and 1 believe it will be universally agreeable to the 
inhabitants of our town that a permit should be granted 
them. At the desire of Mr. Bates, I write this. He 
informs me that Mr. SelleckmW apply to your Honour for 
the permit, and will give bond, (if required,) for the faith- 
ful conduct of the master. Mr. Selleck is a man of con- 
siderable interest, and his bond will be quite sufficient. 

I am, with the greatest esteem and respect, your Hon- 
our's most obedient and humble servant, 

Abram Davenport. 
Honourable Governour Trumbull. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SULLI7AN. 

Cambridge, December 8, 1775. 

Sir: The intention of yesterday's order, respecting the 
review of the Connecticut troops, is only to afford a good 
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opportunity of making choice of such of their arms as 
shall be found fit for the use of the new army. 

I am not without my fears, that if they are apprized of 
the intention, some of the best arms will be secreted. For 
this reason I desire you will say nothing of the matter till 
the regiment (in your brigade) is paraded, and then, in 
company of the field-officers of it, make choice of all the 
arms that are good, taking the names of the proprietors of 
them, that they may be lodged, valued, and paid for agree- 
ably to the general order of the 23d ult. 

I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

George Washington. 

To Brigadier-General Sullivan, Winter-Hill. 



I applaud Colonel Burnham's zeal, and shall show him 
every mark of esteem in my power. 

I am, gentlemen, with gratitude and esteem, your most 
obedient servant, Jqhn SuLL1VAN . 

Honourable Committee of Safety. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO BRIGADIER- GENERAL THOMAS. 

Cambridge, December 8, 1775. 
Sir : 1 have it in command from his Excellency to in- 
form you that it is very agreeable to him that Captain Hazle- 
ton should fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation 
of Doctor Chapin, especially as he seems to have been 
neglected before this by some oversight, and to be deserv- 
ing, from the recommendation mentioned in your favour of 
this date. I am, &tc, 

R. H. Harrison, A. D. C. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO SALEM COMMITTEE. 

Cambridge, December 8, 1775. 

Gentlemen: What is the breach of the Association, or 
what is not, the General has not time, nor indeed does 
he think himself a competent judge to decide upon; that 
surely comes under the cognizance of Committees of 
Safety. 

The General thinks the officers on board the armed ves- 
sels have deviated from the ljne of their instructions, though 
perhaps not from the spirit of them, by taking this brigan- 
tine. 

From this principle, which his Excellency is of opinion 
is a just one, he delivers up to the owner his vessel and 
cargo. 

Your most humble servant, 

Stephen Moylan, P. T. S. 

To John Pickering, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 
Safety and Correspondence, Salem. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO JOHN GLOVER. 

Cambridge, December 8, 1775. 

Sir: I am commanded by his Excellency to desire you 
will put Mr. Richard Derby in the proper road to get his 
brig Kingston Packet, and her cargo, into his possession. 
Whether she is to proceed on her intended voyage to the 
West-Indies or not the General cannot himself determine ; 
that is the business of Committees of Safety. The Gen- 
eral is determined to have no further trouble with this ves- 
sel. You will, therefore, sir, manage the matter so as 
Head-quarters may hear no more of her. I beg you will 
be attentive to Mr. Callbeclc's goods. Let him have every 
thing that he has been so cruelly pillaged of. The pota- 
toes on board the Scotch vessel should be sold. 

I am truly yours, .. 

3 J ' STEPHEN MOYLAN. 

To Colonel John Glover, Marblehead. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Wintcr-Hill, December 8, 1775. 
Much respected Gentlemen: Your favour, signed 
by Colonel Whipple, is now before me. But previous to 
the receipt thereof, common fame, with his usual readiness, 
had proclaimed your vigorous exertions, and the noble 
spirit of your people. General Washington, and all the 
other officers, are extremely pleased, and bestow the high- 
est encomiums on you and your troops, freely acknowledg- 
ing that New- Hampshire forces, for bravery and resolution, 
far surpass the other Colonies ; and that no Province dis- 
covers so much zeal in the common cause. Though I wish 
the troops may all arrive before the 10th instant, yet none 
will be refused on account of their being a few days later. 



PROCLAMATION BY GOVERN0UR LEGGE. 

By his Excellency Francis Legge, Esquire, Captain- 
General and Governour-in-chief, in and over His Ma- 
jesty's Province of Nova- Scotia, and its Dependencies, 
Vice- Admiral of the same, fyc, Src, fyc. 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas great mischiefs and inconveniences may and 
are like to ensue from permitting strangers, who may be 
in the interest of the Rebels, to resort to the town of Hali- 
fax, and by that means obtaining and conveying to them 
intelligence which may prove highly prejudicial to His 
Majesty's service: 

1 do therefore hereby strictly order and command all 
persons, not settled inhabitants of this place, who, since 
the 30th day of September last, have, or who hereafter shall, 
come into the town of Halifax, to repair themselves im- 
mediately to Thomas Procter, or Thomas Bridge, Esquires, 
two of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the County 
of Halifax, to signify their names and places of abode, 
together with the occasion of their coming into town ; upon 
pain of being considered and treated as spies, if they re- 
main therein the space of two hours without their repairing 
to either of the Justices aforesaid. 

And I do likewise strictly order and command all tavern- 
keepers, keepers of publick houses, and all persons who 
shall receive any stranger or strangers after the publication 
of this Proclamation, to report the name, place of abode, 
with the occasion of their coming, in like manner to one 
or other of the persons aforementioned, within two hours 
after the coming of such stranger or strangers, upon the like 
pain and peril as herein before expressed. 

And whereas it has been reported that sundry strangers 
have been landed in the Northwest arm, and by that means 
have come into this town in the night season, and that the 
same may be of dangerous consequences: 

I do therefore hereby order and strictly forbid any ship, 
boat, or other vessel, entering into that part of this harbdur, 
either by day or night, without first obtaining license from 
me, or from such persons as I shall appoint for that pur- 
pose ; upon pain of being considered and treated as spies. 

Given under my hand and seal at arms, this 8th day of 
December, in the sixteenth year of His Majesty's reign. 

Francis Legge. 

By His Excellency's command : 

Richard Bulkeley. 

God save the King. 

London, December 9, 1775. 
There is now a bill in the House of Commons which 
will finally pass there next Tuesday, and will most assu- 
redly pass all the branches of the Legislature of England. 
A copy of this bill perhaps may reach America by this 
opportunity, or some other, before it is sent over in the 
formal manner by Government. By this bill all intercourse 
whatsoever, by sea, is cut off and prohibited from America, 
or any part thereof, with the rest of the world. And all 
ships, in any harbour in the Thirteen United Colonies,are 
thereby made liable to seizure, and a legal prize, with 
every thing on board, let the property be British, foreign, 
or American. All ships or vessels, the property of what- 
soever nation, bound to or from America, are liable to the 
same penalty. This act empowers the K — g to send over 
Commissioners to treat with America; the Ministers have 
already settled the powers with which they are to be en- 
trusted. They certainly go no further than authorizing 
them to receive the unconditional submission of any se- 
parate Province, Town, or County, and issue proclama- 
tions, and grant pardons, excepting to particular persons; 
but the secret object of their embassy is to sow dissensions 
among the Provinces, and the members of the General 
Congress, by bribery and every artifice ; of which they 
entertain great hopes of success, from the supposed cool- 
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ness between Mr. D — k — s — n, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. 
J — Ads, of Massachusetts-Bay, and the very unwise dis- 
trust which many in England suppose prevails in the minds 
of the Delegates of the Southern Colonies against those of 
the four New-England Provinces. The plan of operations 
for next year is to carry on a piratical war by sea, and to 
have thirty thousand men, by land in America, dispersed 
through the different Provinces. Five thousand of them 
are to sail from Ireland, in the course of this month, for 
Virginia ; and G — 1 Clinton is ordered to go there from 
Boston, to take the command of them, as Lord Dun- 
more has promised great assistance from the Scotchmen and 
slaves in that Colony. No person can yet find out how it 
will be possible for the Ministers to get ten thousand men 
more to send to America in the course of next year ; how- 
ever, it is certain that this country will pay eight millions 
of money for the next campaign against America, and it 
is hardly doubted but the real design of the Cabinet is to 
exert their utmost efforts next year to subdue America to 
slavery; in which, if they cannot succeed, they mean to 
give her up entirely as an independent State. This event 
may be precipitated much sooner than is expected should 
G — 1 Howe and his troops be driven from Boston in the 
course of the winter, and Canada fall into the hands of 
America. Notwithstanding the Minister's majority in Par- 
liament, it is very certain that three-fourths in England, and 
nine-tenths in Ireland, are in favour of America; the rest, 
with almost all Scotland, are against her ; but as Lord Bute 
and his Scotch junto rule with absolute sway, America 
will not receive any active assistance from Great Britain 
for a year or two at least, as the people of England are 
slow to action. The Ministers have been trying, with all 
their address, to get troops from Russia, in which they have 
failed. They are now treating with all the petty Princes 
in Germany for men, as they can get no men to inlist in 
England or Ireland ; and they have not at this time in all 
Great Britain, above two thousand foot, exclusive of the 
Guards, and not ten thousand in Ireland. It is not certainly 
known yet, but probably they may get four or five thou- 
sand from Germany; but if America continues determined, 
united, and vigorous, the conquest of that country is thought 
utterly impracticable. As all communication is now cut 
off it will not be easy to convey intelligence of what is 
going on jn .this country, therefore America must act upon 
all occasions as she finds her own strength and circumstan- 
ces, without reference to what may or may not pass here. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON TO A GENTLEMAN IN 
VIRGINIA, DATED DECEMBER 9, 1775. 

You may depend on it, that Government do not intend 
to make their grand armament at Boston; they will only re- 
inforce the army there, so as to enable them to maintain their 
ground, if the Provincials do not carry the place this win- 
ter. The whole force is to be twenty-six thousand men, 
including those now in America, and three regiments of 
Scotch Dutch, who are to come over in the spring from 
Holland, and be sent to Scotland to recruit, and from 
thence go to America ; no other foreign troops are to be 
had, noj would the Dutch have given them, but they were 
paid a most extravagant price for them. They are now 
about two thousand, though nominally three thousand, 
which number they are to be made. This whole force is 
to be divided in America, and sent to New- York, Virginia, 
and South- Carolina, so that there will be no very consi- 
derable army, though strong bodies of perhaps four, six, and 
eight thousand men to those places, but the numbers are 
not ascertained, though they will be strong bodies. AH 
commerce is prohibited with America, but Commissioners 
are certainly going out ; but their names are not yet 
mentioned. The Scotch faction prevails at Court. The 
Bedford party are a good deal divided, some having joined 
the Opposition. Lord Chatham will never again appear 
out; the minority is considerably strengthened. Lord 
Rockingham is the head of a formidable party; indeed, 
almost all the minority are immediately attached to him. 
Their strength, however, is greatly inferior to the Ministry, 
and will be, except the rest of {he Bedford's, which are 
the strongest part of that party, and the support of the 
Ministry, leave them. It is impossible to say what may 
happen. 



COLONEL WOODFORD TO EDMUND PENDLETON, PRESIDENT 
OF THE CONVENTION. 
Great-Bridge, near Nqrfolk, December 9, 1775. 

The enemy were reinforced about three o'clock this 
morning with (as they tell me) every soldier of the Four- 
teenth Regiment, at Norfolk, amounting to two hundred, 
commanded by Captain Leslie ; and this morning, after 
reveille beating, crossed the bridge by laying down some 
plank, and made an attack to force our breastwork, (the 
prisoners say the whole number amounted to five hundred, 
volunteers and blacks,) with two pieces of cannon, but 
none marched up but His Majesty's soldiers, who behaved 
like Englishmen. We have found of their dead, Captain 
Fordyce and twelve privates ; and have Lieutenant Batlut, 
who is wounded in the leg, and seventeen privates prison- 
ers, all wounded. They carried their cannon back under 
cover of the guns of the fort, and a number of their 
dead. I should suppose, to speak within compass, their 
loss must be upwards of fifty. Some powder and car- 
tridges were taken. I sent an officer to inform them, if 
they would not fire upon our people, they should collect 
the dead and wounded ; this they agreed to, and there has 
been no firing since. We are now under arms, expecting 
another attack. There is but one man of ours hurt, and 
he is wounded in the hand. The prisoners inform us that 
Lord Dunmore has got a -reinforcement of Highlanders; 
they, I expect, will be up next. 



MAJOR SPOTSWOOD TO A FRIEND IN WILLIAMSBTJRGH. 

Great-Bridge, December 9, 1775. 

We were alarmed this morning by the firing of some 
guns after reveille beating, which, as the enemy had paid 
us this compliment several times before, we at first con- 
cluded to be nothing but a morning salute ; but in a short 
time after, I heard Adjutant Blackburn call out, Boys ! 
stand to your arms ! Colonel Woodford and myself im- 
mediately got equipped, and ran out ; the Colonel pressed 
down to the breastwork in our front, and my alarm-post 
being two hundred and fifty yards in another quarter, I ran 
to it as fast as I could, and by the time I had made all ready 
for engaging, a very heavy fire ensued at the breastwork, 
in which were not more than sixty men ; it continued for 
about half an hour, when the King's troops gave way, after 
sustaining considerable loss, and behaving like true-born 
Englishmen. They mounted up to our intrenchments with 
fixed bayonets; our young troops received them with firm- 
ness, and behaved as well as it was possible for soldiers to 
do. Captain Leslie, of the regulars, commanded the fort 
on the other side of the bridge; Captain Fordyce, of the 
Grenadiers, led the van with his company ; and Lieutenant 
Battut commanded the advanced party ; the former got 
killed within a few yards of the breastwork, with twelve 
privates; the Lieutenant, with sixteen soldiers, were taken 
prisoners — all wounded. Several others were carried into 
the fort under cover of their cannon ; and from the blood 
on the bridge, they must have lost one-half of their detach- 
ment. 

It would appear that Providence was on our side; for 
during the whole engagement we lost not a man, and only 
one was slightly wounded in the hand. Colonel Wood- 
ford is a brave officer, and a man I love. He has had 
Captain Fordyce buried with the military honours due to 
his rank, and all the prisoners that fell into our hands are 
taken the greatest care of. We have not, as yet, been 
able to ascertain the number of killed and wounded on 
their side. Three officers' fusees, with bayonets and car- 
touch boxes, fell into our hands; from which we judge 
that there were three commissioned officers killed. As 
soon as a general return can be made, it will be sent to the 
honourable Convention. I am at present in the greatest 
hurry, and can only give an account of what I have 
seen. 

KING AND QUEEN COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Sub-Committee of the Upper Dis- 
trict of King and Queen County, on Saturday, the 9th of 
December, 1775 : 

William Lyne having been charged before this Com- 
mittee, by James Jones, Jun., with endeavouring to preju- 
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dice the Minute-service, and exciting mutiny, the said 
William Lyne, having heretofore been summoned, now 
appeared, and on examining several witnesses, it appears 
to this Committee, that on the day the District Com- 
mittee chose officers for the regular and minute-service, 
the said Lijne imprudently dropped expressions tending to 
injure the minute-service. We believe he had no inten- 
tion of exciting mutiny ; and that, from a review of his con- 
duct, he appears to be a friend to American liberty. 

Ordered, That a copy of these proceedings be trans- 
mitted to the Publick Printer of this Colony, to be inserted 
in the Virginia Gazette. 

Bernard Todd, Clerk. 



COMMITTEE OF TRENTON (NEW-JERSEY) TO THE PRESIDENT 

OF CONGRESS. 

[Read, December 12, 1775.] 

Trenton, December 9, 1775. 

Sir: In obedience to the resolve of Congress, transmitted 
to us, we have strictly examined into the conduct of the 
gentlemen officers stationed here, and have the satisfac- 
tion to find it punctually conformable to their parole, ex- 
cept in one instance. Doctor Huddltston has been un- 
guarded and imprudent in his discourse, to the great 
uneasiness of the other gentlemen, who trust to the candour 
and indulgence of the Congress, if his past indiscretion 
cannot be overlooked, that their innocence may not suffer 
by it, as they have never failed to reprove him, and often- 
times severely, for it. 

They express great uneasiness at the apprehension of 
being removed, as well on account of the satisfaction they 
have in their present situation, as that it must appear to 
the" world as a punishment for breach of honour; and, in 
justice to them, we assure you, we believe these their de- 
clarations to be perfectly sincere. 

As to their debauchery, or the people of this place be- 
ing debauched by them, we apprehend there is not the 
least danger. The people in and about Trenton early 
fixed their principles upon proper knowledge and rational 
conviction, and have as steadily maintained them, as any 
people on the Continent ; and we are positive, when occa- 
sion offers, will discover a consonant conduct. 

Enclosed is their parole agreeably to direction ; we should 
have transmitted it sooner, but Captain Allgee was ex- 
pected from New- York. 

We are, sir, with great respect, your very humble ser- 
vants, 

Samuel Tucker, Isaac Smith, 
Abraham Hunt, Robert Hoops. 

In Congress, November 17, 1775. 
Resolved, That the Commissioned Officers taken in the 
Forts of Chambly and St. John's, be put on their parole of 
honour that they will not go into or near any sea-port 
town, rror further than six miles distant from the respective 
places of their residence, without leave of the Continental 
Congress; and. that they will carry on no political corres- 
pondence whatever on the subject of the dispute between 
Great Britain and these Colonies, as long as they remain 
prisoners. By order of Congress : 

John Hancock, President. 
We, the subscribers, acquiesce in the above resolve. 
Witness our hands : 

J. Stopford, Major. 

Rigausill, Major. 

J. Hamton, Lieutenant. 

J. Shuttleworth, Lieutenant. 

Richard Huddleston, Surgeon, 

Royal Fusileers. 
iBBETsrsN Hamer, Lieutenant. 
David Allgee. 



the business which they intend to open on Monday, the 
substance of which I have not yet been able to learn. 

Enclose you copies of letters from General Montgomery 
and Colonel Arnold, together with one to your Excellency, 
from the latter, and one from Colonel Knox, I have wrote 
to Congress, that the necessity of sending a body of troops 
into Canada this winter appeared to me very urgent. I 
was happy to meet Colonel Knox, at Fort George. I have 
made such an arrangement to get the articles he wants at 
Fort George, that I am confident they will arrive there in 
eight days from this, and I shall take the ad van tage of the 
very first snow to send them to Cambridge. My baggage is 
still behind, and therefore cannot send your Excellency the 
returns ; but there is a sufficiency of every thing Colonel 
Knox wanted, except powder and flints. 

I am now in tolerable good health, but I believe a per- 
fect restoration will not take place until the cold weather 
ceases. 

Some of the prisoners have attempted to escape. A Cap- 
tain Robinson, of the Emigrants, offered the Captain of an 
Albany sloop two hundred guineas to cany him on board 
the Asia man-of-war. I shall request the Captain to make 
affidavit of it. 

I am, dear General, your Excellency's most obedient and 
most humble servant, 



Philip Schuyler. 



His Excellency General Washington. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 

Albany, December 9, 1775, 

Dear Sir: Since I did myself the honour to address 
your Excellency on the 28th ult., my baggage is arrived, 
and now enclose the return of cannon at Crown-Point, Ti- 
conderoga, he; besides there are a few at Fort-George, 
the return whereof I gave Colonel Knox to copy, and he 
forgot to re-deliver it to me. 

As soon as I am a little settled, I shall take the liberty 
to send you copies of my letters to Congress, containing a 
recommendation of what I though necessary to be done in 
this quarter, preparatory to the next campaign. 

The gentlemen of the Committee are still here, but pro- 
pose returning to-morrow. Be so good as to make my 
respects to the gentlemen of your suite. 

I am, dear sir, your Excellency's most obedient, humble 

servant, „ e 

Philip Schuyler. 

His Excellency General Washington. 

P. S. I have just received your Excellency's favour of 
the 5th inst. I have heretofore observed that Col. Arnold 
had great merit. He has been peculiarly unfortunate, in that 
one-third of his troops have left him. If the whole had 
been with him when he arrived before Quebeck, he would 
probably have had the sole honour of giving that important 
place to America. He will, however, share in the glory of its 
reduction, and I make no doubt but that it will be in our 
possession before any troops can come to its relief. 

If Congress enters into my views, and immediately sends 
three thousand men to this place, I make no manner of 
doubt of getting them into Canada by the middle of Janu- 
ary. I am, &tc. 

A Return of Artillery at Ticonderoga, Crown-Point, 
^•c, December 2, 1775. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Albany, December 9, 1775. 

Dear General : I do myself the honour to advise your 
Excellency of my arrival here on the 7th instant. Should 
have wrote you yesterday, but I was all day in conference 
with sixty of the principal Sachems of the Six Nations. 
The matter was merely congratulatory, and introductory to 
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G0VERN0UR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, December 9, 1775. 

Sir: Last evening I received your Excellency's favour 
of the 5th ; in your hurry not signed ; the number of men 
inlisted left blank. 

While this express waits for a horse, I have only time to 
fnention, that T shall (Deo volente) set out on my journey 
to meet the Assembly at New-Haven, on the 12th. Please 
to favour me with a list of the officers of our several regi- 
ments, affclofthe companies in each, as they now stand 
arrange'd", with" the number inlisted into them for the ser- 
vice of the ensuing year. I trust nothing will be wanting 
in the most vigorous exertions to afford you every assist- 
ance on the present alarming occasion. 

I am, most respectfully, sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, 

Jonathan Trumbull. 

His Excellency General Washington. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL. 

Cambridge, December 9, 1775. 

Sir: Four prisoners are sent for examination, Jeremiah 
Dowry, William Hedon, George Price, and John Milton. 
They were taken by Captain Coit, on board vessels carry- 
ing supplies to the enemy in Boston, to whom they were 
pilots. Pownal Dcming, a sergeant, who was on board the 
armed vessel when these prisoners were taken, can give 
the honourable Board every necessary information relative 
to them. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant, 
Stephen Moylan, P. T. S. 

The Hon. James Otis, Esq. 



WILLIAM BARTLETT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Boverly, December 9, 1775. 

Sir: t have the pleasure to acquaint your Excellency, 
that Captain Manly has brought in here a ship from Lon- 
don, and a brig from St. Euslatia. I enclose your Excel- 
lency the papers which I forward by Mr. Cabot. Shall 
secure them until further orders from your Excellency. The 
brig is safe arrived from Cape-Ann. 

I am, with respect, your Excellency's most obedient 
humble servant, 

William Bartlett. 
To General Washington. 

N. B. The Captain of ship has hove overboard the 
chiefest part of his papers, and some arms, &ic. I find by 
the steward, the ship's cargo is chiefly coals, one hundred 
butts of porter, forty live hogs. 



COLONEL W00DF0RT) TO THE VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 
Great-Bridge, December 10, 1775. 

A servant belonging to Major Marshall, who deserted 
the other night from Colonel Scott's party, has completely 
taken his Lordship in. Lieutenant Batut, who is wound- 
ed, and at present my prisoner, informs me, that this fellow 
told them not more than three hundred shirt-men were 
here, and that imprudent man caught at the bait, despatch- 
ing Captain Leslie with all the regulars, (about two hun- 
dred,) who arrived at the bridge about three o'clock in 
the morning, joined about three hundred black and white 
slaves, laid planks upon the bridge, and crossed just after 
our reveille had beat ; and lucky time for us, and, you 
will say, rather an improper season for them to make their 
push, when, of course, all our men must be under arms. 
The above lieutenant commanded the advanced party, and 
Captain Fordyce, of the Grenadiers, led the van with his 
company, who, for coolness and bravery, deserved a better 
fate, as well as the brave fellows who fell with him, who 
behaved like heroes. They marched up to our breastwork 
with fixed bayonets, and, perhaps, a hotter fire never hap- 
pened, or a greater carnage, for the number of troops. 
None of the blacks, &c, in the rear, with Captain Leslie, 
advanced further than the bridge. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that the victory was 
complete, and that most of their dead and wounded, with 
two pieces of cannon, were carried off under cover of their 
guns from the fort. We buried twelve besides the Captain, 
(him with all the military honours due to his rank,) and 
have prisoners Lieutenant Batut and sixteen privates, all 
wounded ; thirty-five stands of arms and accoutrements, 
three officers' fusils, powder, ball, and cartridges, with sun- 
dry other things, have likewise fallen into our hands. This 
was a second Bunker's Hill affair, in miniature, with this 
difference, that we kept our post and had only one man 
wounded in the hand.* 



Watertown, December 11, 1775. 

We have. Just received certain intelligence, that on Sa- 
turday last, (December 9,) Captain Manly, of the Lee, 
privateer, took and carried into Beverly a large ship of 
three hundred tons burden, (mounted with two double- 
fortified six-pounders and six blunderbusses, with eighteen 
men before the mast,) bound from London for the Minis- 
terial army at Boston, laden with coals and provisions, 
consisting chiefly of porter, cheese, and forty live hogs; 
thirty more had died on the passage. Although fuel and 
the above articles are no rarity to the army of the United 
Colonies, yet, so far as they are distressing to their ene- 
mies, so far, it must be acknowledged, they are an advan- 
tage to us. The above ship had seven weeks' passage, 
and brought papers to the 16th of October, which, to- 
gether with the letters, we are informed, the Captain hove 
overboard! after he was taken. 

The same day Captain Manly also look and carried in 
there a brig of about one hundred and fifty tons burden, 
from Antigua, for Boston, (consigned to one Brimer, for 
the use of the Ministerial navy,) laden with about one 
hundred and thirty puncheons of rum, besides one hun- 
dred cases of gin, some cocoa, and a cask of oranges, to 
please the delicate appetite of my Lord Howe, which, 
however, may possibly be more acceptable to our army 
than any other provision, saving a further mess or two for 
-the Congress, which has not a very craving appetite. 



SAMUEL TUCKER TO LORD STIRLING. 

Trenton, December 10, 1775. 

My Lord : I have endeavoured to do every thing you 
have mentioned in your several letters, and now must refer 

* From officers who have arrived in town from Colonel Woodford's 
camp since the buttle of the Great-Bridge, I have, I think, collected 
a more particular account of that action thanany which has yet boon 
communicated to the publick. You will therefore oblige me by pub. 
lishing it, and perhaps afford, at the same time, no disagreeable enter, 
tainment to our countrymen. As the scene of action is but little 
known to the generality of paople, it maybe necessary to give some 
description of it, that the relation may be more clear and satisfactory. 
The great bridge is built over what is called the Southern Branch of 
Elizabeth river, twelve miles above Norfolk. The land on each side 
is marshy to a considerable distance from the river, except at tho two 
extremities of the bridge, where are two pieces of firm land, which 
may not improperly be called islands, being surrounded entirely by 
water and marsh, and joined to the main land by causeways. On the 
little piece of firm ground on the farther, or Norfolk side, Lord Dun. 
more had erected his fort, in such a manner that his cannon command- 
ed the causeway on his own side and the bridge T>etween him and us, 
with the marshes around him. The island on this side of tho river 
contained six or seven houses, some of which were burnt down (tho 
nearest to the bridge) by the enemy, after the arrival of our troops ; in 
the others, adjoining the causeway on each side, wore stationed a 
guard every night by Colonel Woodford, but withdrawn before day, 
that they might not be exposed to the fire of the enemy's fort in re- 
crossing the causeway to our camp, this causeway being also com- 
manded by their cannon. The causeway on our side was in length 
about one hundred and sixty yards, and on tlje hither extremity our 
breastwork was thrown up. From the breastwork ran a street, gra- 
dually ascending, about the length of four hundred yards, to a church, 
where our main body were encamped . The great trade to Norfolk in 
shingles, tar, pitch, and turpentine, from the country back of this, had 
occasioned so many houses to be built here, whence these articles were 
conveyed to Norfolk by water. But this by-the-by. Such is the nature 
of the place as described to me, and such were our situation and that 
of the enemy. On Saturday, the 9th inst., after reveille boating, two 
or three great guns and some musketry were discharged from the ene- 
my's fort, which, as it was not an unusual thing, was but little re. 
garded by Colonel Woodford. However, soon afterwards he heard a 
call to the soldiers to stand to their arms; upon which, with all expe- 
dition, he made the proper dispositions to receive the enemy. In the 
mean time, the enemy had crossed the bridge, fired the remaining 
houses upon the island, and some Jarge piles of shingles, and attacked 
our guard in the breastwork. Our men returned the fire, and threw 
them into some confusion, but they were instantly rallied by a Captain 
Fordyce, and advanced along the causeway with great resolution, 
keeping up a constant and heavy fire as they approached. Two field, 
pieces, which had been brought across the bridgo and planted on the 
edge of the island, facing the left of our breastwork, played briskly at 
the same time upon us. Lieutenant Travis, tvEo commanded in the 
breastwork, ordered his men to ressrve their fire .till the enemy came 
within the distance of fifty yards, and then they gave it to them with 
terrible execution. The brave Fordyce exerted himself to keep up their 
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you to Colonel Loivrey, who is appointed by the Conti- 
nental Congress to subsist the battalions under your com- 
mand. Mr. Fisher received from me two thousand five 
hundred, being one-half of the five thousand dollars to be 
applied towards furnishing arms for your battalion. I hope 
we shall soon have Colonel Maxwell's battalion completely 
armed, for which purpose the members of the Committee 
of Safety have sent to the several County Committees, 
entreating their assistance in procuring the Province arms 
that may be in their Counties. 

Our Provincial thirty thousand pounds will not be print- 
ed for some time for want of proper paper, which is now 
making for that purpose ; and if it was now ready, the 
Commissioners are particularly directed in what manner to 
apply it ; and I find the members of the Committee of 
Safety are of opinion they have no power to apply any of 
the Provincial money for Continental services. 

We passed a law in the House of Assembly appointing 
barrackmasters to repair the several barracks, which was 

condemned or d d in the Council, so that we must now 

do as well as we can with them. 

You no doubt will have seen, ere this comes to hand, 
the dispute between the Governour and Council. The 
House of Assembly thought it most for the publick service 
to avoid all disputes at this critical time. 

I am, with tenders of service, your assured friend and 
most obedient, humble servant, m 

3AMUEL 1UCKER. 

P. S. I expect the Commissioners will be here to-mor- 
row or next day. 

THOMAS LOWREY TO LORD STIRLING. 

Trenton, December 10, 1775. 

My Lord: I received both your favours at Philadel- 
phia, and note the contents. I saw Mr. Hancock, Mr. 
Adams, Mr. Livingston, and sundry others of the mem- 
bers. I informed them, and urged the necessity of having 
every thing done that you wrote to them about. I had 
great hopes something would be done, but so much other 
business on their hands prevented them last week. All 
the members I talked with promised me something should 

spirits, reminded them of their ancient glory, and, waving his hat over 
his head, encouragingly toU them the day was their own. Thus 
pressing forward, he fell within fifteen steps of the breastwork. His 
wounds were many, and his death would have been that of a hero had he 
met it in a batter cause. The progress of the enemy was now at an end ; 
they retreated over the causeway with precipitation, and were dread- 
fully galled in their rear. Hitherto, on our side, only the guard, con. 
sisting of twenty-five, and some others, upon the whole amounting to 
not more than ninety, had been engaged. Only the regulars of the 
Fourteenth Regiment, in number one hundred and twenty, had ad- 
vanced upon the causeway; and about two hundred and thirty tories 
and negroes had, after crossing the bridge, continued upon the island. 
The regulars, after retreating along the causeway, wore again rallied 
by Captain Leslie, and the two field-pieces continued to play upon our 
men. It was at this time that Colonel Woodford was advancing down 
the street to the breastwork with the main body, and against him was 
now directed the whole fire of the enemy. Never were cannon better 
served ; but yet, in the face of them and the musketry, which kept up 
a continual blaze, onr men marched on with the utmost intrepidity. 
Colonel Stevens, of the Culpepper battalion, was sent round to the left 
to fljnk the enemy, which was done with such activity and spirit that 
a rout immediately ensued. The enemy fled into their fort, leaving 
behind them the two field-pieces, which, however, they took care to 
spike up with nails. Many were killed and wounded in the flight, but 
Colonel Woodford very prudently restrained his troops from urging 
their pursuit too far. From the beginning of the attack til! the re- 
pulse from the breastwork, might bo about fourteen or fifteen minutes; 
till the total defeat upwards of half an hour. It is said that some of" 
the enemy preferred death to captivity, from a fear of being scalped, 
which Lord Dunmore inhumanly told them would be their fate should 
they be taken alive. Thirty.one, killed and wounded, fell into our 
hands, and the number borne off was much greater. Through the 
whole of the engagement, every officer and soldier behaved with the 
greatest courage and calmness. The conduct of our sentinels I can. 
not pass over in silence Before they quitted their stations they fired 
at least three rounds as the enemy were crossing the bridge, and one 
of them, who was posted behind some shjngbs, kept his ground till 
he had fired eight times, and, after receiving a whole platoon, made 
his escape over the causeway into our breastwork. The scene was 
closed with as much humanity as it had been conducted with bravery. 
The work of death being over, every one's attention was directed to 
the succour of the unhappy sufferers, and it is an undoubted fact, that 
Captain Leslie was so affected with the tenderness of our troops to- 
wards those who were yet capable of assistance, that he gave signs 
from the fort of his thankfulness for it. What is not to be paralleled 
in history, and will scarcely appear credible, except to such as acknow- 
ledge a Providence over human affairs, this victory was gained at the 
expense of po more than a slight wound in a soldier's hand ; and one 
circumstance which renders it still more amazing, is, that the field- 
pieces raked the whole length of the street, and absolutely threw dou- 
ble-headed shot as far as the church, and afterwards, as our troops 
approached, cannonaded them heavily with grape-shot. — Va, Gaz. 



be done. There is a resolve of the House that Mr. Crane 
is to give directions to you for getting the blankets. He 
told me he would be home some time this week. I have 
been with Mr. Tucker about the barracks. He says he 
will call the Committee soon and get something done. I 
have done all I could every where, and with every one 
concerned, to forward the cause. 1 informed them of the 
trouble your Lordship and myself hath had. All seemed 
pleased with what we have done. 

Mr. Crane will forward the articles for wear. The 
commissions for the sundry persons your Lordship wrote 
for, will be filled up agreeably to your desire. I did not 
see Colonel Maxwell, but sent him your letter and wrote to 
him myself. Two of bis company will be ready to march 
in ten days, complete. [ have paid off Falkener's com- 
pany ; he is in Burlington barracks. I have also paid off 
Captain Shute, of Salem, and Captain Howell, of Cumber- 
land. They will be at Burlington this week, but in no 
order for marching ; arms and blankets are wanting ; and 
I am now on my way to Sussex to forward Shaw's and 
Scott's companies, and intend being with you at Edi- 
zabethtown, on Thursday next at furthest. Pray be 
pleased to order Meeker, M Myers, and Piatt, to have their 
muster-rolls, &c, in good order and readiness that I may 
not be detained when I come. 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient and hum- 
ble servant, 

Thomas Lowrey. 

conanicut (rhode-island) plundered. 

Newport, December 11, 1775. 

About one o'clock, yesterday morning, the bomb brig, 
a schooner, and two or three armed sloops, left this har- 
bour, went to Conanicut, and landed upwards of two hun- 
dred marines, sailors, and negroes, at the east ferry, marched 
in three divisions immediately over to the west ferry, and 
set the several houses on fire which were near the ferry- 
place, then retreated back, setting fire to almost every 
bouse on each side the road, from the west to the east 
ferry, and several houses and barns some distance on the 
north and south side of the road, driving out the women 
and children, swearing they should be burnt in the house if 
they did not instantly turn out. 

Widow Hull lost one house; Joseph Clarke, Esq., two 
houses and one barn ; Thomas Fowler, one house, barn, 
and crib full of corn ; Benjamin Ellery, two houses, store, 
and barn ; B. Remington, two houses ; John Gardner, 
Esq., one house and tan-yard ; Thomas Hutchinson, one 
house; Widow Franklin, two; Abel Franklin, one ; Be- 
nedict Robinson, one. All the above houses were plun- 
dered of beds, wearing apparel, and such household furni- 
ture as could be conveniently carried off; the rest were 
consumed. Some women, we are told, were stripped of 
some of their best clothes they had on. It is said Captain 
Wallace commanded on this humane expedition. A com- 
pany of minute-men had left Conanicut the evening before ; 
so that there were but about forty or fifty soldiers on the 
Island, most of whom had been inlisted but a few days, and 
arrived there but the evening before in miserable condition 
for such a sudden attack ; but, notwithstanding, it is said 
there is certainly one officer of marines killed, and seven 
or eight badly wounded. There was not one Provincial 
either killed or wounded, except Mr. John Martin, who 
was shot in his belly, standing unarmed in his door. The 
above vessels brought off about thirty head of oxen and 
cows, a few sheep and hogs, most of which they killed be- 
fore they took them on board. They left Conanicut yes- 
terday, and came to this harbour again about noon. 

The above houses were not all occupied by the owners, 
but each had at least one family, some two. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO WILLIAM BARTLETT. 

Cambridge, December 10, 1775. 
Sir: Your agreeable favour to his Excellency came 
last night to hand. It was very unlucky that the Captain 
of the ship threw his papers overboard. He deserves to 
be severely punished, if it is true that this was done after 
he was made a prize of. In any other war than the pre- 
sent, he would suffer death for such an action ; but we must 
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show him and such as fall into our hands, that Americans 
are humane as well as brave. You will therefore, sir, treat 
the prisoners with all possible tenderness. There are on 
board the vessel from Antigua two gentlemen, passengers, 
Mr. John Burke and Mr. Gregory. The former is 
strongly recommended to our good friends in Boston; 
though not a friend to American liberty, lie still has the 
character of a gentleman ; as such, it is the General's or- 
ders that he be treated. The other was on board a man- 
of-war. You will offer these gentlemen a parole agreeably 
to the enclosed sketch, which I suppose they will not ob- 
ject to ; if they should, you must send them to Head- 
quarters. 

The captain and crews of both vessels had best remain 
with you ; and, if you see fit, they may remain on board 
their vessels until further orders ; but do not run the least 
risk of their doing mischief by so many being together. If 
any way apprehensive of them, let them be sent to some 
inland town in your neighbourhood, recommended to the 
care of the Committee of Safety, who must provide them 
with necessaries, for which they will be paid. Should 
they be disposed of in this last way, get the captains to 
sign the paroles for themselves and their crews, a copy of 
which you will transmit to the Committee of Safety to 
whose care they are sent, and mention to the Committee 
that they be treated with humanity. 

There are limes, lemons, and oranges on board, which, 
being perishable, you must sell immediately. The Gene- 
ral will want some of each, as well as of the sweetmeats 
and pickles that are on board, as his lady will be here to- 
day or to-morrow. You will please to pick up such things 
on board as you think will be acceptable to her, and send 
them as soon as possible ; he does not mean to receive any 
thing without payment, which you will please to attend to. 
The General is informed that the prizes are crowded with 
people from shore, as well as those belonging to the armed 
schooner. It is his positive command that no person be 
suffered to go on board any of them, the officers and agents 
excepted, that embezzlements be particularly guarded 
against. If any should happen, the agents wiil be blamed 
and held accountable, so that you see the necessity of be- 
ing strict in enforcing this order. Pray when are you to 
send the porter, &c? We want it much. 

I am, &c, c, AI 

Stephen Moylan. 

To William BartJett, Esq., Beverly. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO CAPTAIN BARTLETT. 

Cambridge, December 10, 1775. 

Sir: I wrote you this day, to which refer. The cargo 
by the two prizes to be laid up in a secure place if you 
think the vessels are not sufficient for that purpose. Cap- 
tain Adams will deliver you this. He says he will take a 
cruise while the sails, which he thinks absolutely neces- 
sary, rite making. You will please to let such sails as he 
wants be put in bands immediately, as we cannot have two 
many armed vessels out. Give him every assistance in 
your power. He wants to change his swivels and some of 
his guns. Dear sir, indulge him, and let him proceed to 
sea. 1 am, sir, yours, &.c, „ .. 

J STEPHEN AlOYLAN. 

To William Bartlett, Esq., Beverly. 



GENERAL GREENE TO COVERNOUR WARD. 

Prospoet-Ilil], DecsmbLr 10, 1775. 

In my last I mentioned to you that the troops inlisted 
very slowly in general ; I was in hopes then that ours would 
not have deserted the cause of their country, but they seem 
to be so sick of this way of life, and so home-sick, .that I 
fear the greater part, and the best of the troops from our 
Colony, will go home. The Connecticut troops are going 
home in shoals this day. Five thousand of the militia, 
three from this Province, and two from Hampshire, are 
called in to take their place. There is a great defection 
among 'their (the Connecticut) troops, but from the spirit 
and resolution of the people of that Province I make no 
doubt they will furnish their proportion without delay. 
New- Hampshire behaves nobly ; their troops engage cheer- 
fully. The regiment raised in the Colony of Rhode-Island 



has hurt our recruiting amazingly ; they are fond of serving 
in the army at home, and each feels a desire to protect his 
own family. 

I harangued the troops yesterday; I hope it had some 
effect; they appear of a better disposition to-day ; some 
have inlisted, and others discover a complying temper. I 
leave nothing undone or unsaid that will promote the re- 
cruiting service. But I fear the Colony of Rhode-Island 
is upon the decline. There have been, and now are, some 
unhappy disputes subsisting between the town and country 
interest, and some wretches, for the sake of a present po- 
pularity, are endeavouring to widen the breach, to build up 
their own consequence, to the prejudice and ruin of the 
publick interest. God grant that t-trry may meet with the 
disgrace they deserve. 

This Province begins to exert itself; the General Court 
has undertaken to provide for the army, wood, &c. Their 
troops begin now to inlist very fast. They are zealous in 
the country to engage in the service. 

I sent home some recruiting officers, but they got scarcely 
a man, and report that there are none to be had there. No 
publick spirit prevails; I wish you and your colleague were 
at home a few days to spirit up the people. Newport, I 
believe, from the best intelligence I can get, is determined 
to observe a strict neutrality this winter, and in the spring 
join the strongest party. I fee] for the honour of the 
Colony, which I think in a fair way, from the conduct of 
the people at home and the troops abroad, to receive a 
wound. It mortifies me to death that our Colony and troops 
should be a whit behind the neighbouring Governments in 
private virtue or publick spirit. 

I have been strengthening this Hill, in order that if the 
soldiery should not engage as cheerfully as we expected,! 
might be able to defend it with a less number. 



ADDRESS OF THE PROVOST, ETC., OF THE BURGH OF WICK. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Common Coun- 
cil of the Royal Burgh of Wick, in Council assembled, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by John Sinclair, Esq. 

Unto the King's most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and 
Common Council of the Royal Burgh of Wick, in 
Council assembled. 

Most gracious Sovereign: We, your Majesty's most 
dutiful and loyal subjects, the Provost, Magistrates, and 
Common Council of the Royal Burgh of Wick, for our- 
selves, and in behalf of the other inhabitants of this Burgh, 
beg leave most humbly to approach your Majesty with the 
genuine sentiments of hearts full of loyalty and affection to 
the best of Kings, and flowing with gratitude for the in- 
valuable blessings and privileges which we enjoy under a 
mild and constitutional Government. 

We should be wanting in duty to your Majesty, to your 
Parliament, and to our country, did we not declare to the 
world our hearty disapprobation and abhorrence of the re- 
bellious conduct of our fellow-subjects in America, and of 
the seditious spirit of a discontented faction at home, whom 
we consider as the worst enemies of their country, and the 
corrupted fountain whence the present evils have sprung. 
We always understood that the acts of the Supreme Legis- 
lature of this Kingdom should extend, with equal force, to 
every part of your Majesty's extensive dominions; we must 
therefore consider every attempt to oppose that power as 
repugnant to the British Constitution. And when we re- 
flect with what daring insolence and contempt the autho- 
rity of the laws has been repeatedly set at defiance by the 
Americans, we can no longer withhold our unanimous 
assent to the vigorous exertion of such measures as will 
force these deluded people to submit to a constitutional 
dependance upon your Majesty's Government. And at the 
same time we do assure your Majesty that, with our lives 
and fortunes, we are ready to contribute Jo the due execu- 
tion of such necessary and indispensable measures. 

Signed in our name, and by our appointment, by our 
Provost ; and the common seal of the Burgh is hereto ap- 
pended, at Wick, the eleventh day of December, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-five years.. 

James Sinclair, Provost. 
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COLONEL WOODFORD TO EDMUND PENDLETON. 

Groat. Bridge, December 10, 1775. 

Sir : I must apologize for the hurry in which I wrote you 
yesterday ; since which nothing of moment has happened, 
but the abandoning of the fort by the enemy. We have 
taken possession of it this morning, and found therein the 
stores mentioned in the enclosed list, to wit : 7 guns, four of 
them sorry ; 1 bayonet ; 29 spades ; 2 shovels ; 6 cannon ; 
a few shot ; some bedding ; a part of a hogshead of rum ; 
two or more barrels, the contents unknown, but supposed 
to be rum; 2 barrels of bread ; about 20 quarters of beef; 
half a box of candles ; 4 or 5 dozen quart bottles ; 4 or 5 
iron pots; a few axes, and old lumber. The spikes, I find, 
cannot be got out of the cannon without drilling. From 
the vast effusion of blood on the bridge, and in the fort, 
from the account from the sentries, who saw many bodies 
carried out of the fort to be interred, and other circumstan- 
ces, I conceive their loss to be much greater than I thought 
it yesterday, and the victory to be complete. I have re- 
ceived no late information from Norfolk or Princess-Ann, 
nor yet fixed on a plan for improving this advantage. I 
have despatched scouting parties, and from their intelli- 
gence I shall regulate my future operations. 

Enclosed is an inventory of the arms, &ic, taken yester- 
day, to wit : 2 silver-mounted fusils, with bayonets ; 1 
steel do., without bayonet ; 24 well fixed muskets, with 
bayonets ; 6 muskets, without bayonets ; 28cartouch boxes 
and pouches; 3 silver mounted cartouch boxes; 2 cannon 
do. ; 26 bayonet belts ; 27 caps ; 2 hats ; one barrel with 
powder and cartridges ; 1 silk handkerchief, with linen in it ; 
2 watches; cash 12s. 6d. ; 1 pair gloves; 4 stocks and 
buckles ; 1 pair silver shoe buckles ; 3 pair silver knee- 
buckles ; 2 snuff boxes ; 10 knives ; 1 barrel with ball and 
oakum; 12 coats; 12 waistcoats ; 11 pair shoes; 12 pair 
of gaiters; 1 pair of breeches; 1 shirt; 1 pair of stockings; 
a parcel of old knee-buckles; a parcel of old buttons ; and 
a black handkerchief. The arms I shall retain for the use 
of the army ; the other articles I shall dispose of at vendue, 
and apply the money arising from the sale in such manner 
as the Convention shall be pleased to direct. 

Lieutenant Batut, having an inclination to inform the 
King's troops of the humane treatment he has met with 
here, I despatched Ensign Hoomcs, with a flag of truce, 
who returned with the enclosed answer from the comman- 
der of the fort, viz : 

" Captain Leslie presents his compliments to Mr. Batut, 
and returns Col. Woodford his sincere thanks for his kind 
treatment of the prisoners. He is happy Mr. Batut's 
wounds are so slight; but is extremely sorry for the loss of 
poor Fordyce." 

The unfortunate Captain Fordyce was a captain of the 
Grenadiers, of the Fourteenth regiment ; most of the soldiers 
were Grenadiers of that regiment. As the Captain was a 
gallant and brave officer, I promised to inter him \vith all the 
military honours due to his great merits ; which I hope will 
meet with the approbation of the honourable Convention. 

About two hundred and fifty Carolina men are arrived, 
under the command of Col. Vail. They are composed of 
regulars, minute-men, militia, and volunteers, and have 
brought with them six cannon. I have received no certain 
account of Col. Howe ; where he is, what number of force 
he commands, how armed and provided, or where or when 
he intends to join me. 

I shall pay a due regard to the reinforcements you men- 
tion, and the establishment of the posts. I am just inform- 
ed, by Lieutenant Batut, that a servant of Major Marshall, 
who was in the party with Colonel Scott, and deserted, in- 
formed Lord Dunmore that not more than three hundred 
shirt-men were here ; that imprudent man caught at the 
bait, and despatched Captain Leslie, with all the regulars, 
who arrived at the fort about four in the morning. 

I have enclosed the honourable Convention a general re- 
turn of the forces under my command ; also a list of sick 
and wounded. It is my wish to receive orders for what is 
to be done with the wounded prisoners, when able to tra- 
vel. I recollect nothing more to add at present, than that 
I am, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

William Woodford. 
To Edmund Pendleton, President of the Convention. 



PARLIAMENTARY POST PROHIBITED. 

In Provincial Convention, Annapolis, 
December 11, 1775. 

Resolved, That the Parliamentary Post be not permit- 
ted or suffered to travel in or pass through this Province, 
with any mail, packages, or letters; and the several Com- 
mittees of Observation are requested and directed to see 
this resolution strictly observed and executed. 

Resolved, That no boat or other vessel belonging to this 
Province, go out of this Province without a license in wri- 
ting from this Convention, the Council of Safety hereafter 
to be appointed, or from some Committee of Observation, 
in which the particular place such boat or vessel shall be 
designed to go to, shall be expressed in all licenses grantee! 
by the Committees of Observation. And if any such 
boat or vessel shall be navigated beyond the limits of this 
Province, without such license, or if, after having obtained 
such license, the shipper thereof shall, without absolute 
and inevitable necessity, go to, or touch at any place out 
of this Province other than mentioned in such license, or 
shall carry any person or letter, of which he shall not give 
previous notice to such Committee, or shall bring back any 
person or letter, of which he shall not give previous notice 
to such Committee, as soon as may be after his return, 
such shipper, and all other persons accessory to such mis- 
behaviour, may be punished by imprisonment; but it is 
understood that this Resolution is not to prohibit the cross- 
ing Potomack, although the boats or vessels employed or 
used, therefore, should go up the creeks, or arms of the 
Potomack river, making into Virginia, or to prohibit the 
passing and repassing at the Ferry on Pocomoke river. 



CAPTAIN JOHN CONWAY TO LORD STIRLING. 

Perth-Amboy, December 11, 1775. 

Sir: In obedience to your Lordship's commands of 
the 5th inst., I received of Isaac Monnel, Esq., the beds, 
blankets, &c, belonging to the barracks here, and tender- 
ed him a receipt for them, which, for particular reasons, he 
refused. I also had a sufficient number of rooms cleaned, 
and provided fire-wood and provision to supply my com- 
pany several days, which this day marched here, and quar- 
tered in the barracks, though not without a great deal of 
trouble, owing to the unwillingness of them to leave Bruns- 
wick, and several other trivial reasons. 

I have now in confinement three privates, sentinelc, 
two of them for desertion and abuse of their officers, the 
other, for striking a sergeant, and deserting a party on du- 
ly of fatigue. As I think it time to carry some command, 
and use a little severity, I beg your Lordship's permission 
to call a regimental court-martial to try them, as making 
an example of one or more of them will certainly deter 
others from the like. 

Messrs. Powell and Rose, who accompanied me here, 
with their fife and drum, will wait on your Lordship with 
this, and will be proud of serving your Lordship, as fife 
and drum-major to the regiment ; their business is to treat 
and agree with your Lordship on that matter. I there- 
fore recommend them to your Lordship as two valuable 
men in that capacity, and would be glad to have them 
appointed on reasonable terms, which I believe lliey are 
willing to accept. 

I hope your Lordship's good nature will excuse any im- 
propriety of style, particularly the badness of the writing, as 
I cannot use my thumb, which I offer as a reason for not 
sending your Lordship a copy of my last orders. 

As the barrack chimneys are very foul and dangerous, I 
have got a boy from York, to have them swept to-morrow 
morning, (such as will be now used.) There is also some 
repairs of glazing, carpenter's work, and mending the wood- 
yard fence, wanting to be done, which, if your Lordship is 
pleased to order, I will see executed immediately. 

I have the honour of being, with great respect, my Lord, 
your Lordship's most obedient, humble servant, 

John Conway. 
Lord Stirling. 

P. S. I beg the favour of your Lordship's orders respect- 
ing the above matters, or any further service, as soon as 
may be pleased to direct ; to be left at Captain Dawson's, 
at Woodbridge, or Gershom Lotfs, in Amboy, 
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CAPTAIN JOSEPH MORRIS TO LORD STIRLING. 

Hanover, December 11, 1775. 

My Lord: I have not seen Lieutenant-Colonel Winds 
since I left Elizabcthiown. Have not money to buy arms, 
one equal half of my company have none ; nor have I re- 
ceived the cloth for the soldiers ; have sent Mr. Brown, my 
Second Lieutenant, to town after it, and to wait on your 
Lordship for orders. I understand by Major De Hart that 
my son's commission is not come. If it should be thought 
proper by your Lordship, I would wait on Mr. Tucker for 
it. My Lord, there is nearly one-half my company in 
the old uniform, (and likewise Captain Howell's,) and 
seem very much opposed to altering it, as they have red 
waistcoats, and not able to get white. 

I am with great esteem, your Lordship's most obedient 

humble servant, T M 

' Joseph Morris. 

To Lord Stirling. 

committee of Barnard's township, new-jersey. 

Committee of Barnard's Township, New-Jersey, ) 
December 11, 1775. \ 

Whereas Nathaniel Haten, of the Township of Bar- 
nard, in the County of Somerset, and Province of New- 
Jersey, was brought before the Committee of said town- 
ship as being suspected of being an enemy to the liberties 
of America, and upon examination, it appears to us, the 
said Committee, that the said Nathaniel Haten is an ene- 
my to the liberties of America, and all persons are hereby 
desired to take notice, and have no more dealings or com- 
merce with the said Nathaniel Haten, otherwise they will 
expose themselves to the resentment of the friends of 
American liberty, and will be dealt with accordingly. 

By order of the Committee : 

Henry Alwaiid, Chairman. 



ISAAC NICOLL TO JOHN McKESSON. 

Goshen, December 11, 1775. 

Sir : Some time ago there was application made to 
Congress for commissions for Goshen Minute Company, of 
which Moses Hetfald was chosen Captain ; but there are 
no commissions yet to hand, which makes some uneasiness 
in the company, as they are ordered to go to the Battery in 
the Highlands to relieve Captain Wisnor's company, the 
27th of this instant. I should be glad if you would send 
the commissions by the post. 

From your humble servant, Isaac Nicoll. 

To John McKesson, Esq., at New- York. 



escape. The charges of their imprisonment will be at the 
Continental expense. 

I am, &c, George Washington. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO MAJOR-GENERAL WARD. 

Cambridge, December 11, 1775. 

Sir: I am commanded by his Excellency to enclose to 
your care the letter which you will herewith receive for the 
Committee at Symsbury. Should there be any of the 
Connecticut troops at Roxhury, which are going that way, 
and with whom the prisoners can be trusted, you will get 
them to take charge of them, as it will save some expense ; 
but if you are of opinion that there will be the least risk 
of their getting away, you will send them off under a proper 
guard, with a copy of their sentence for the Committee. 

I am, sir, yours, &c, 

R. H. Harrison, A. D. C. 

To Major-General Ward. 

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO THOMAS CRAFTS. 

Cambridge, December 11, 1775. 

Sir: I have it in command from his Excellency to in- 
form you that the Majority in the regiment of artillery is 
now vacant, and that he would wish you to fill it in prefer- 
ence to any other person. You will please to signify to 
him whether you incline to accept it, as soon as you con- 
veniently can. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

R. H. Harrison, A. D. C. 
To Thomas Crafts, Jun., Esq. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, December 11, 1775. 

Sir : I do myself the honour to address this letter to 
you by Mr. Tenet, and another French gentleman, who 
arrived here last night, in Captain Rhodes, from Cape 
Frangois, who was despatched some time since from this 
place for powder. Mr. Penet comes extremely well re- 
commended to our Committee for providing powder from a 
merchant of character at the Cape. He hath proposals to 
make for supplying the United Colonies with arms and 
warlike stores. I am informed that the other gentleman is 
a person of some consequence. I beg leave to introduce 
them to your Excellency, and to assure you that I am with 
great respect, sir, your most obedient and most humble 
servant, 

Nicholas Cooke. 
To Genera! Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE COMMITTEE OF SYMSBURY. 

Cambridge, December 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The prisoners which will be delivered you 
with this, having been tried by a court-martial, and deemed 
to be such flagrant and atrocious villains that they cannot 
by any means be set at large or confined in any place near 
this camp, were sentenced to be sent to Symsbury, in Con- 
necticut. You will therefore be pleased to have them se- 
cured in your jail, or in such other manner as to you shall 
seem necessary, so that they cannot possibly make their 



WILLIAM BlRTLETT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Beverly, December 11, 1775. 

Sir : I beg leave to enclose your Excellency the peti- 
tion of the Committee of Correspondence of this town, 
where they set forth the situation of it in a very clear light, 
and pray your Excellency would hear and answer the same, 
if you in your great wisdom think it necessary. 

Those valuable prizes, brought in here, are much ex- 
posed, as we have nothing to defend them with. Our har- 
bour is as safe as any can be, where there is water sufficient 
to bring in such vessels. Our forts and breastworks, built 
at the town's expense, would not only protect the prizes, 
but the town, if we had guns and ammunition to put in 
them. Therefore, pray your Excellency would hear the 
petition not only for the relief of the town, but to preserve 
that interest now belonging to the Continent. 

And am, with the greatest respect, your Excellency's 
most obedient, humble servant, 

William Bartlett. 
To his Excellency General Washington. 

Beverly, December 11, 1775. 
May it please your Excellency: The petition of us, 
the subscribers, humbly showeth : That as the high hand of 
Ministerial cruelty hath brought us into a most unnatural 
war with our mother country, by which means the town of 
Beverly is much exposed to their most unnatural, savage- 
like cruelty, (the town lying more than four miles on the 
sea-coast, and a great part of that way convenient for land- 
ing,) the inhabitants of this town, with the assistance of 
some of the neighbouring towns, have thrown up breast- 
works in several of the most advantageous places within 
the same, and have no cannon or ammunition, or next akin 
to none, to support them with. And what renders us more 
obnoxious to their most unnatural cruelty and vengeance is, 
that the Continental privateers, and others, make this har- 
bour their place of rendezvous, and have of late brought 
into this harbour a number of very valuable prizes, which 
we think are very much exposed to the enemy, as also, the 
town in general. Therefore, your petitioners humbly pray 
that your Excellency would be graciously pleased to give 
us some relief under our most difficult and distressed cir- 
cumstances, and let us have, if you in your wisdom think 
best, two nine-pounders, or one twelve-pounder, with a 
suitable quantity of ammunition for the same ; and those 
two six-pounders and a half barrel of powder, and about 
twenty balls, on board of the ship Jenny, and those two 
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small pieces of cannon brought in on board the brig Hannah, 
together with a half barrel of powder said to be on board, 
(which vessels were brought into this harbour by Captain 
Manly,) and also for some shot for the abovesaid small 
cannon, which will, we think, contribute much to the safety 
of the interest of the United Colonies, as also of this town 
in particular, and will be gratefully received by your most 
humble and obedient servants, 

Caleb Dodge, Nathan Leech, 
Joseph Rea, Livermore Whittredge, 
Joseph Wood, 

Committee of Correspondence of Beverly. 
To his Excellency General Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read December 19, 1775.] 

Cambridge, December 11, 1775. 

Sir: Captain Manly, of the Lee, armed schooner, has 
taken and sent into Beverly two prizes since I last wrote to 
you, which was the 7th instant. One of them is the ship 
Jenny, Captain Forster, who left London late in October. 
He has very unfortunately thrown all his papers overboard ; 
is not yet arrived at camp ; if he does before I close this, 
I will let you know what information I get from him. His 
vessel is loaded with coal and porter; of the latter, about 
one hundred butts. The other is a brigantine from Anti- 
gua, called the Little Hannah, Robert Adams master. Her 
cargo consists of one hundred and thirty-nine hogsheads of 
rum, one hundred cases of Geneva, and some other trifling 
articles. Both cargoes were designed for the use of the 
army and navy at Boston. I have great pleasure in con- 
gratulating you on this success. 

The numbers inlisted last week are ' 

men. If they go on at this slow rate, it will be a long 
time before this army is complete. I have wrote to the 
Governours of Connecticut and Rhode-Island, also to the 
Convention of New-Hampshire, on this subject. A copy 
of my letter to them I have the honour to enclose here- 
with ; a letter to the same purport I sent to the Legislature 
of this Province. 

The militia are coming in fast. I am much pleased with 
the alacrity which the good people of this Province, as well 
as those o( New- Hampshire, have shown upon this occasion. 
1 expect the whole will be in this day and to-morrow, when 
what remains of the Connecticut gentry, who have not in- 
listed, will have liberty to go to their fire-sides. 

The Commissary-General is still, by his indisposition, 
detained from camp. He committed an error when making 
out the ration list ; for he was then serving out, and has con- 
tinued so to do, six ounces, per man per week, of butter, 
though it is not included in the list approved of by Con- 
gress. I do not think it would be expedient to put a stop 
thereto, as every thing that would have a tendency to give 
the soldiery room for complaint, must be avoided. 

The information I received, that the enemy intended 
spreading the small-pox amongst us, I could not suppose 
them capable of. I now must give some credit to it, as it 
has made its appearance on several of those who last came 
out of Boston. Every necessary precaution has been taken 
to prevent its being communicated to this army, and the 
General Court will take care that it does not spread through 
the country. 

I have not heard that any more troops are arrived at Bos- 
ion, which is a lucky circumstance, as the Connecticut troops, 
I now find, are for the most part gone off. The houses in 
Boston are lessening everyday. They are pulled down 
either for fire-wood, or to prevent the effects of fire, should 
we attempt a bombardment, or an attack upon the town. 
Cobble-Hill is strongly fortified, without any interruption 
from the enemy. Colonel Enos has been tried and ac- 
quitted. Upon what principle, you will see by the pro- 
cess of his trial, which I now send you. As the time of 
Colonel Enos's engagement was near expired, a doubt 
arose whether he could then be tried by a court-martial. 
This it was which occasioned his trial to come on before 
Colonel Arnold's evidence could be had. 

This is what at present occurs from, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble_servant, ^ „. 

■ ■ ■ ' George Washington. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



P. S. The weekly returns of inlistmenls not being yet 
received for more than ten regiments, amounting to seven 
hundred and twenty-five men, I cannot fill up the blank in 
this letter; but this, added to the former, makes, in the 
whole, five thousand two hundred and fifty-three. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, December 5, 1775. 

Sir: I have of late met with abundant reason to con- 
vince me of the impracticability of recruiting this army to 
the new establishment, in any reasonable time, by voluntary 
inlistments. The causes of s\ich exceeding great backward- 
ness I shall not undertake to point out; sufficient it is to 
know that the fact is so. Many reasons are assigned; one 
only I shall mention, and that is, that the present soldiery 
are in expectation of drawing from the landed interest and 
farmers a bounty equal to the allowance at the com- 
mencement of this army, and therefore they play off. Be 
this as it may, I am satisfied that this is not a time for tri- 
fling, and that the exigency of our affairs calls aloud for 
vigorous exertions. 

By sad experience it is found that the Connecticut troops 
have deserted, and are about to desert the noble cause we 
are engaged in ; nor have I any reason to believe that 
the forces of New- Hampshire, this Government, or Rhode- 
Island, will give stronger proofs of their attachment to it, 
when the period arrives when they may claim their dismis- 
sion. For after every stimulus in my power has been 
thrown in their way, and near a month's close endeavour, 
we have inlisted but about five thousand men ; fifteen hun- 
dred of which are to be absent at a time on furlough, until 
all have gone home, in order to visit and provide for their 
families. Five thousand militia, from this Government and 
the Colony of Neiv-Hampshire, are ordered to be at this 
place by the 10th instant, to relieve the Connecticut regi- 
ments, and supply the deficiency which will be occasioned 
by their departure, and of those on furlough. These men, 
I am told by officers who have been eye-witnesses to their 
behaviour, are not to be depended upon for more than a 
few days, as they soon get tired, grow impatient, ungovern- 
able, and of course leave the service. What will be the 
consequence, if the greatest part of the army is to be com- 
posed of such men ? Upon the new establishment, twenty- 
six regiments were ordered to be raised, besides those of 
the artillery and riflemen. Of these, New-Hampshire has 
three, Massachusetts sixteen, Rhode-Island two, and Con- 
necticut five. A mode of appointing the officers was also 
recommended, and as strictly adhered to as circumstances 
would admit of. These officers are now recruiting, with 
the success I have mentioned. 

Thus, sir, have I given you a true and impartial state of 
our situation, and submit it to the wisdom of your and the 
other three New-England Colonies, whether some vigorous 
measures, if the powers of Government are adequate, ought 
not to be adopted, to facilitate the completion of this army, 
without offering a bounty from the publick, which Congress 
have declared against, thinking the terms, exclusive there- 
of, greater than soldiers ever had. I have laid the matter 
before Congress by this conveyance ; but the critical situa- 
tion of our affairs will not await their deliberation and re- 
commendation. Something must be done without further 
delay. 

I am, sir, &ic, George Washington. 

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour, Sic. 

Proceedings of a General Court- Martial of the line, held 
at Head- Quarters, Cambridge, by order of his Excel- 
lency George Washington, Esq. , Commander-in- Chief 
of the Forces of the United Colonies, December 1, 
1775. 

Brigadier-General Sullivan, President ; Colonel Bridge, 
Colonel Sargent, Colonel Greaton, Lieut. Colonel Cleave- 
land, Lieut. Colonel March, Lieut. Colonel Read, Lieut. 
Colonel Brewer, Lieut. Colonel Vose, Major Poor, Major 
Wood, Major Woods, Major Johnson. 

William Tudor, Judge Advocate. 

The Court, being duly sworn, proceeded to the trial of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Enos, of the Twenty-second Regi- 
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ment, under an arrest for leaving the detachment under 
Colonel Arnold, and returning home without permission 
from his commanding officer. 

Colonel Enos, being arraigned on the above charge, says, 
that true it is he did return without permission from Colonel 
Arnold, his commanding officer, but that the circumstances 
of the case were such as obliged him so to do. In justifi- 
cation of his conduct, the Colonel begged leave to produce 
the following evidences, who were accordingly admitted 
and sworn, viz : 

Captain Williams deposes : At the Great Carrying-place, 
I heard the men ahead of us were in great want of provi- 
sions. About two-thirds across the Great Carrying-place, 
I met Major Blgeloiv coming back with ninety-five men, 
who said they wanted provisions. I dealt out to them a 
barrel of pork, and one of flour. I delivered Major Bige- 
low six barrels more of provisions. We proceeded for- 
ward, and met several parties returning home, and we 
had orders to supply them with provisions to reach the 
English settlements. When I came up with Colonel Enos, 
I was informed there had been a council of war, and that 
it was settled that, for want of provision, the whole detach- 
ment under Colonel Enos should return. Colonel Enos 
proposed to go forward himself, and let his division return ; 
but as there was a large number besides those which be- 
longed properly to our division, and we had several invalids 
to bring back, and were very short of provision, (having 
but three days' provision, and being above one hundred 
miles from the English settlements,) I thought it was abso- 
lutely necessary for Colonel Enos to take the command of 
the party back, and protested against his going on to join 
Colonel Arnold, not knowing what orders Colonel Enos 
had from Colonel Arnold. The division which went on to 
join Colonel Arnold, had not more than five days' provi- 
sions. We supplied them with most of their provision, 
and left ourselves only three days' allowances. 

Captain McCobb: About fifty miles up the Dead river, 
we held a council of war, at which I assisted as a member, 
and it was agreed that the whole division under Colonel 
Enos should return, there not being sufficient provision to 
carry both divisions through. Colonel Green's division 
being some way ahead, it was found that we should save 
two days' time by letting that division go forward ; and 
time was too precious, and provision too scanty, to dispute 
the point. It was thought most conducive to the service 
that Colonel Green's division should proceed. We accord- 
ingly left them with five days' provision, and set out on our 
return with three. Lieutenant-Colonel Enos was going for- 
ward without his division, but, for the same reasons which 
have been mentioned by Captain Williams, I protested also 
against his going on. 

Captain Scott confirms all that Captain McCobb deposes, 
and adds, that he himself protested against Colonel Enos's 
going forward ; that he then thought, and is now confirmed 
in the opinion, that the presence of Colonel Enos was very 
necessary to preserve the harmony and order necessary to 
secure the safe retreat of the men who were ordered to 
return. 

Lieutenant Hyde : I assisted at the council of war, be- 
fore mentioned, up the Dead river. We found, by the 
best computation, that it would take fifteen days to reach 
any French inhabitants, and that it would be impossible for 
both divisions (Green's and Enos's) to get through, the 
provisions being so short. It was judged there was about 
four days' provisions for those who went forward, and we 
returned with three days' supply. 1 protested against Col- 
onel Enos's going on to join Colonel Arnold, his presence 
being necessary for our safe retreat, as we had a number of 
invalids, and a considerable number of men who did not 
belong to either of the companies in our division. 

Lieutenant Buckmaster confirms what Lieutenant Hyde 
deposes, and adds, that it was the opinion of all the officers 
of Colonel Enos's division, that he should return with his 
division, as we had one hundred and fifty men who did not 
belong to our division, who had only a subaltern to com- 
mand thern, and whom it would have been impossible, 
under our cTrctimstances, to manage without Colonel Enos's 
presence. 

The Court being cleared, are unanimously of opinion, 
after th_e most mature consideration, that Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Enos was under a necessity of returning with the 



division under his command, and therefore acquit him with 
honour. 

John Sullivan, President. 

ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 6, IT 75. 

Parole, Philadelphia. Countersign, Allen. 

Head-Quartors, Cambridge, December 7, 1775. 
(Parole, Sydney.) (Countersign, Brutus.) 

The Connecticut regiments are to be under arms upon 
their regimental parades, on Saturday, at eleven in the 
forenoon, in order to be reviewed. They are to have their 
arms in good order, the rolls to be called over, and no man 
to be absent; every one that is able must appear ; for this 
purpose they are to be exempt from all other duty on that 
day. 

The Quartermaster-General is strictly enjoined to pay 
proper attention to the order of the 23d of November, re- 
specting the quartering officers, &tc, and is to prevent 
boards and other materials being applied to 'the building 
any houses without his orders, as none such will be allow- 
ed for by the publick. 

All officers are to pay due obedience to this order. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, Decembor 8, 1775. 

Parole, St. Asaph. Countersign, Cato. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, Decembor 9, 1775. 
(Parole, London.) (Countersign, Cranby.) 

Sergeant Lane, of Colonel Whitcombe's regiment, with 
nineteen men of different regiments, whose names, corps, 
and companies afe delivered to Brigade-Major Carey, are 
immediately to be drafted, and sent to the Quartermaster- 
General to receive his orders. 

The Court Martial whereof Colonel Woodbridge was 
President is dissolved. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 10, 1775. 
(Parole, Burke. ) (Countersign, torn.) 

The General has great pleasure in thanking Colonel 
Bridges, and the officers of the Twenty-seventh Regiment, 
(who, from a peculiarity of circumstances, or want of va- 
cancies, have no appointment in the new established army,) 
for their polite address to him. He considers the assu- 
rances which they have given, of their determination to 
continue in service (if required) until the new regiments 
are completed, in a very favourable light, especially as it 
is accompanied with further assurances that the men of the 
Twenty-seventh Regiment are consenting thereto. Such a 
conduct at this important crisis, cannot fail of giving plea- 
sure to every well-wisher to his country; and, next to 
engaging for another year, is the highest proof they can 
give of their attachment to the noble cause of liberty. At 
the same time that it reflects honour upon themselves, it 
may, under Providence, give posterity reasonTb bless them 
as the happy instruments of their delivery from those 
chains which were actually forging for them. 

Four companies of the New-Hampshire militia are to 
march to Roxbury, for the reinforcement of that division ; 
the Captain will receive General Ward's orders what regi- 
ments they are to be attached to. The rest of the New- 
Hampshire militia are to join the brigades on Winter and 
Prospect Hills, in Cambridge, &c, and, together with the 
companies of militia from Massachusetts, which are order- 
ed to join Preston's, Greaton's, and Nixon's regiments, 
are to be appointed to the new established regiments, as 
the Majors and Brigadiers-General shall think fit for the 
most equal distribution of them. 

The Captains of the several militia companies from the 
Massachusetts and New-Hampshire Governments, are to 
make exact rolls of their companies, and return them sign- 
ed, without delay, to the Adjutant-General. 

Head-Quarters, December 11, 1775. 
(Parole, Oth.) (Countersign, Warren.) 

The Majors of Brigade to be more exact in obliging the 
Adjutants to deliver to them every Saturday, at orderly 
time, an exact return, signed by the commanding officers 
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of the new established regiments, of the number of men 
weekly inlisted in each of those regiments. The Majors of 
Brigade will, for the future, be answerable for any neglect 
in executing this order. 

To reward and encourage military merit, the Congress 
thought proper to increase the pay of the captains and sub- 
alterns of the Continental army ; and, as uniformity and 
decency in dress are essentially necessary in the appear- 
ance and regularity of an army, his Excellency recom- 
mends it earnestly to the officers to put themselves in a 
proper uniform. The field officers of each of the new 
corps will set the example, by clothing themselves in a re- 
gimental of their respective corps ; and it is not doubted 
but the captains and subalterns will immediately follow the 
example. 

The General by no mean recommends or desires officers 
to run into costly or expensive regimentals ; no matter how 
plain, or coarse, so they are but uniform in their colour, 
cut, and fashion. 

The officers belonging to those regiments whose uniforms 
are not yet fixed upon, had better delay making their re- 
gimentals until they are. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO MESHECH WEARE. 

Winter-Hill, December 11, 1775. 
Dear Sir: Though continually involved in those diffi- 
culties which necessarily attend a military life, I can by no 
means forget the duty 1 owe to that Province whose gene- 
rous favours I have so largely shared, and whose generous 
favours I have so often experienced. Being deeply impres- 
sed with gratitude to that truly patriotick Colony, and fully 
sensible that the remaining part of my life ought to be 
devoted to the interest of my country in general, and that 
Province in particular, 1 have stolen a few moments from 
the busy scenes of war, to offer you my thoughts upon a 
matter which I deem essential to the future welfare of my 
truly spirited and deserving brethren within that Govern- 
ment. 

I hear that the Continental Congress has given our Pro- 
vince a power to assume government. But the contents 
of this letter to the Provincial Congress having never trans- 
pired, and my friends at the Continental Congress having 
never informed me but in general terms that we had liber- 
ty to assume government, I must conclude that liberty is 
given to set up and establish a new form of government ; 
for, as we were, properly speaking, a King's Government 
before, the giving us a power to assume government, would 
be giving us a license to assume a form of government 
which we could never obtain. Taking it therefore for 
granted that the Congress have given us liberty to set up 
that form of government which will best answer the true 
end and design thereof, I shall beg leave to offer you my 
thoughts upon the subject, leaving you to make such use 
thereof as your wisdom shall direct. And, as my ideas of 
government may in some measure differ from many others, 
I shall beg leave to premise some few things. And in the 
first place must observe, that all governments are, or ought 
to be, instituted for the good of the people; and that form 
of government is most perfect where that design is most 
nearly and effectually answered. 

Secondly. That government which admits of contrary 
or clashing interests, is imperfect, and must work its 
own ruin whenever one branch has gained a power suf- 
ficient to overrule or destroy the other. And the adding a 
third, with a separate and distinct interest, in imitation of 
the British Constitution, so much celebrated by those who 
understand nothing of it, is only like two contending pow- 
ers calling in a third which is unconnected in interest, to 
keep the other two in awe, till it can gain power sufficient 
to destroy them both. And I may almost venture to pro- 
phesy, that the period is now at hand when the British 
nation will too late discover the defects in their much 
boasted Constitution, and the ruin of that empire evince to 
the world the folly and danger of establishing a govern- 
ment consisting of different branches, whose interests must 
ever clash with each other. 

Third. That no danger can arise to a State from giving 
the people a free and full voice in their own government. 
And that, what is called the prerogatives of the Crown, or 
checks upon the licentiousness of the people, are only the 
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children of designing or ambitious men, no such thing 
being necessary ; for, though many States have been over- 
turned by the rage and violence of the people, yet that spirit 
of rage and violence has ever been awakened in the first 
place by the misconduct of their rulers. And, though 
often carried to the most dangerous heights, so far from 
being owing to too much power being lodged in the hands 
of the people, that it is clearly owing to their having too 
small, and their rulers too extensive a power. 

Thus, we find Rome enjoyed its liberties until their Dic- 
tators and others were clothed with power unknown be- 
fore, at least in that country, and made in some sort inde- 
pendent of the people ; and to this authority, so inconside- 
rately given, should be charged all the tumults at Rome, 
and the final ruin of that empire. This uncontrollable 
power, so much sought after by designing men, is made use 
of to enslave the people, and either brings about that event, 
or raises the just indignation of the people to extirpate the 
tyrant thus seeking their ruin. And it sometimes happens 
that the resentment is so far carried by the fury of an en- 
raged populace, as totally to destroy the remains of govern- 
ment, and leave them in a state of anarchy and confusion ; 
and too often have designing persons taken advantage of 
this confusion, and established tyranny in its place. 

I am well convinced that people are too fond of their 
own ease and quiet to rise up in rebellion against govern- 
ment, unless where the tyranny of their rulers becomes 
intolerable. And their fondness for government must 
clearly appear, from their so often submitting to one ty- 
rant after they had extirpated another, rather than live in 
a state of anarchy and confusion. 

I would therefore advise to such a form of government 
as would admit of but one object to be kept in view, both 
by the governour and governed, namely, the good of the 
whole ; that one interest should unite the several govern- 
ing branches, and that the frequent choice of the rulers, 
by the people, should operate as a check upon their con- 
duct, and remind them that a new election would soon 
honour them for their good conduct, or disgrace them for 
betraying the trust reposed in them. 

I by no means object to a Governour, but would have 
him freely appointed by the people, and dependent upon 
them, and his appointment not to continue for a long time, 
unless re-elected — at most, not exceeding three years ; and 
this appointment to be made by the freeholders in person, 
and not by their representatives, as that would be putting 
too dangerous a power in their hands, and possibly a majo- 
rity of designing men might elect a person to answer their 
own particular purposes, to the great emolument of those 
individuals, and the oppression of their fellow-subjects ; 
whereas, we can never suppose the people to have any 
thing but the true end of government, viz : their own good 
in view, unless we suppose them idiots or self-murderers. 
I am likewise much in favour of a Council and House of 
Representatives, but would have them likewise chosen by 
the people, and by no means for a longer time than three 
years ; and this mode of choosing would effectually destroy 
that pernicious power distinguishing Governours, to throw 
aside those persons who they found would not join them in 
enslaving the people. 

The late conduct of Bernard and Hutchinson, and the 
present unhappy state of the Province I am now in, are 
striking witnesses of the justice of this observation ; nor can 
I see the least reason for a Governour having a power to 
negative a Speaker of the House. 

I would have some rule established for making that per- 
son incapable of holding either of the above offices, that 
should, either before or after his election, bribe or treat the 
voters, with intent either to procure an election or reward 
the electors for having chosen him. Accusation, if against 
the Governour, to be tried by the two Houses ; and if 
against either of the other members, by the Governours and 
the other members of both Houses, he having only a vote 
equal to any other member. And in case judgment should 
pass against the new elected Governour, the old one to re- 
main till a new election be bad ; and in case he be the 
same person formerly elected, the President of the Council 
to supply his place till a new election can be made, which 
President should be appointed by free vote of the mem- 
bers of the Council, at their first meeting. 

The infamous practice of bribing people, in Great Bri- 
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tain, to sell their votes, and consequently their liberty, 
must show the danger of permitting so dangerous a practice 
to be instituted under our Constitution, to prevent which, 
and to guard against the undue influence of persons in 
power over votes, I would recommend the Pcnnsylvanian 
method, viz: that every vote should be rolled up, sealed 
■on the back thereof, be noted that it is a vote for a Gover- 
nc-ur, Which should be deposited in a box prepared for that 
purpose; and a vote for Counsellors and Representatives, 
sealed up, noted on the back, brought in as aforesaid, and 
deposited in separate boxes, provided for the purpose. 
That all voters having once given in their votes, should 
pass out, and care be taken that they should not come in 
again till the voting was over; or, if it be thought more 
Expedient, to let the clerk of the meeting have a perfect list 
bf all voters, with three columns ruled against those names, 
Otie marked for a Govemour, one for a Representative ; and 
when a person brings in a vote for one, a mark to be made 
against his name in that column ; and if he brings in for all 
three at the same time, a mark to be made in each column ; 
which 1 think will effectually prevent any fraud in voting 
again. The Representatives' box to be examined in meet- 
ing, and the election declared. The votes given for Coun- 
sellors and Govemour to be sealed up by the clerk, and 
forwarded by him to the capital of the Province, where 
all the votes being had together, a sworn committee should 
examine the whole and declare the elections. 

This method, though it may appear somewhat trouble- 
some, will not turn out so upon trial ; and it is the most 
effectual method to secure the freedom of voting, and pre- 
vent every species of fraud and connivance. 

Any persons who offer themselves as candidates for any 
berth, may, agreeably to the method practised in Pennsyl- 
vania, publish their design in newspapers, or communicate 
it in any other method they may think proper, or leave the 
people to find out persons of merit and nominate for them- 
selves. All civil officers should be appointed by the three 
branches, andl all military officers by the Govemour and 
Council, and never superseded in commission but by the 
same power which created them. All laws negatived by 
a Govemour, if revived afterwards, and passed by a new 
House and Council, to be assented toby him at all events, 
as it would be unreasonable to suppose two Houses of Re- 
presentatives, and two sets of Counsellors, possessed of less 
wisdom, or to have less understanding of the true interests 
of the people, than a single person has, and that after hav- 
ing a long time to think upon the matter, and to consult 
their constituents thereon. 

And here 1 must beg leave to observe that, however 
high other people's notions of government may run, and 
however much they may be disposed to worship a crea- 
ture of their own creation, 1 can by no means consent to 
lodging too much power in the hands of one person, or suf- 
fering an interest in government to exist separate from that 
of the people, or any man to hold an office, for the execu- 
tion of which he is not in some way or other answerable to 
that people to whom he owes his political existence. 

Time will not permit me to go more largely into the sub- 
ject, but I must leave you to weigh these hints, and make 
such improvement thereon as your wisdom shall direct ; 
•and though my notions of government are something singu- 
lar, yet, I think this plan will be an improvement upon the 
Constitution, by far the happiest I know of. Where I have 
supposed a defect in that Constitution, I have taken the 
freedom to borrow from that of Pennsylvania, and other 
governments, to supply it ; and, in some instances have 
added my own thoughts, which, if they have the force of 
reason in them, will have their weight. If they should not 
appear to be founded on reason, I must beg you to excuse 
my giving you trouble, as I sincerely aim to promote the 
welfare of that Colony, to which 1 wish the most lasting 
happiness. 

And assure yourself that I am, with much esteem, your 
most obedient servant, Jqhn Sullivaw# 



ADDRESS OF THE MAGISTRATES AND COUNCIL OF KIRKWALL. 

Address of the Magistrates and Council of the Burgh 
of Kirkwall, presented to His Majesty by Thomas Dundas, 
Esq., Representative in Parliament for Stirlingshire. 



To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humlle Address of the Magistrates and Council of 
the Burgh of Kirkwall. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Provost, Magistrates, and Council of the Burgh of Kirk- 
wall, beg leave to approach the Throne with unfeigned 
hearts and real zeal for the many blessings we have en- 
joyed by the dispensation of Providence during your Ma- 
jesty's reign, which we wish may be long and prosperous. 
We at the same time declare our abhorrence and detes- 
tation of the unhappy and unnatural disputes of the Colo- 
nists in America with their mother country, fomented 
and promoted by divisions at home, and carried on and 
supported by the enthusiastick spirit and overgrown wealth 
of the Colonists themselves, insomuch that their unbound- 
ed liberties have increased not only to licentiousness, but 
to open rebellion. 

We will not pretend to prescribe rules or methods for 
terminating these miseries; but we earnestly wish that 
your Majesty, assisted by the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, will endeavour to suppress this rebellion, and to bring 
the troubles and calamities thereby occasioned, to as 
speedy an issue as your Majesty's wisdom, the spirit of the 
nation, and the welfare of Great Britain, shall permit ; and 
to effectuate and bring about this happy and desirable end 
we will always be ready to contribute to the utmost of our 
power. 

Signed in name, presence, and appointment of the Coun- 
cil, the 12th day of December, 1775 years, by 

John Riddoch, Provost. 



ADDRESS OF THE NOBLEMEN, ETC., OF ROXBURGH. 

Address of the Noblemen and Gentlemen of the Coun- 
ty of Roxburgh, presented to His Majesty by the Right 
Honourable Sir Gilbert Elliot, Bart., their Representative 
in Parliament. 

Unto the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Noblemen and Gentlemen of 

the County of Roxburgh. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Noblemen and Gentlemen of the County of Roxburgh, beg 
leave to approach your Majesty with hearts full of grati- 
tude for the many blessings we enjoy under your mild and 
auspicious Government, and to testify to your Majesty our 
abhorrence of the unnatural and unprovoked rebellion 
which now rages in your JS or th- American Colonies. 

At the same time that we sincerely lament the misery 
and distraction into which your deluded subjects of Ame- 
rica have thrown their unhappy country, by an ungrateful 
departure from their duty and allegiance, we can assure 
your Majesty that we have the most entire confidence in 
the justice, wisdom, and vigour of your measures, for re- 
storing peace and good government to every part of your 
extensive dominions; and that we are ready, with our 
lives and fortunes, to support your Majesty's authority, and 
that of the Parliament of Great Britain, against every 
attempt to overthrow our present happy Constitution. 

Signed by our appointment : 

James Douglass, Prases. 



COLONEL WOODFORD TO THE VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 
Groat-Bridge, December 12, 1775. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Stephens arrived at Kemp's Landing 
last night, and, agreeably to my orders, sent a party to se- 
cure every person in that neighbourhood that had left Nor- 
folk since the battle of the Great-Bridge. He informs he 
has Mr. McCahert, Dr. Campbell, Mr. Matthew Phripp, 
and others, now with him, whose examinations I now en- 
close. I have had a number of people from thence to 
day, whose stories disagree. They bring two petitions, one 
from the poor inhabitants of Norfolk, the other from the 
distressed Highlanders, which I likewise send enclosed ; 
and have given no answer to them yet. Have detained 
the bearers for further consideration. 
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Two gentlemen this moment brought me in a young 
Scotchman, named Hamilton, who confesses he has borne 
arms, and was at this fort in Gilmore's company. He was 
making his way to Nansemond. I have ordered him to be 
coupled to one of his brother black soldiers, with a pair of 
handcuffs, which is the resolution I have taken shall be 
the fate of all these cattle, till I am further instructed by 
your honourable House. 

Enclose a copy of my advertisement, dispersed over 
Princess-Ann and Norfolk Counties, and hope it will meet 
with your approbation. 

Major Eppes arrived here this evening with his party, 
and Colonel Hoive with three hundred and forty of the 
Carolina regulars. I shall march to-morrow with a num- 
ber of the troops. 

I am just informed that several sail of vessels were ar- 
rived to day, thought to have troops on board ; but Colonel 
Howe supposes them to be the tenders returning from 
North- Carolina. 

Two companies of choice riflemen have arrived at head- 

?uarters this week, who are well armed, commanded by 
!aptain Campbell, of Fincastle, and Captain Gibson, of 
West-Augiista. Captain Morgan Alexander, with his rifle 
company, is expected this day. As fine men we have here 
as ever were seen. 



COLONEL SCOTT TO CAPTAIN SOUTHALL. 

Great-Bridge, December 12, 1775. 

We are now about to finish the work that we came down 
about. We sent a detachment of four hundred men to 
Kemp's Landing last night to take possession of that place, 
which they did without interruption. The inhabitants of 
Norfolk are daily sending petitions to us for protection. 
We have not yet answered them. We have taken up 
some of the worst of the tories, and coupled them to a 
negro with handcuffs. The most stupid kind we discharge. 
I exptct a flag of truce here every moment. 

We have just received a letter from Lord Dunmore, de- 
siring to exchange the prisoners. I do not expect we shall 
agree to do it without consulting the Convention. Four 
of the prisoners are dead since taken. We are well in- 
formed that the Governour has disarmed the negroes, and 
taken all the troops, together with a number of Scotchmen, 
on board. 

I am your most obedient, C. Scott. 

P. S. The flag I mentioned above has since come to 
our camp, in order to exchange prisoners. They behaved 
exceeding well, and were discharged about eleven o'clock 
at night, but it is expected we shall hear again from them 
so soon as our express returns from Williamsburgh. 



HANOVER COUNTY ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Alexander Purdie : The Committee of Hanover 
County, having understood that reports have been propa- 
gated reflecting on their conduct with regard to the steps 
taken by them to prevent disorder and confusion in the 
County, occasioned by the probability of a scarcity of salt ; 
and that the publick may be satisfied as to the rectitude of 
their conduct, they have directed me to desire you will 
publish, in yom next Gazette, their proceedings relative 
thereto, hereunto annexed, which you will please to com- 
ply with. 

I am your most obedient, humble servant, 



December 12, 1775. 



William Bentlet, Clerk. 



In Committee, December 12, 1775. 

Whereas it is represented to this Committee, that several 
persons have of their own accord gone about in a disorderly 
manner, to search for Salt, and have taken the same where 
it could not be well spared. And this Committee, taking 
under their consideration the above alarm, occasioned by 
the scarcity thereof, and being willing and desirous, as far 
as in their power, to preserve peace and good order, and to 
prevent riots and tumults: 

Resolved, therefore, That, upon application being made 
to any three or more of this Committee, they will search 
all suspected places within this County, in the tnost decent 



and respectful manner; and if they shall find more than is 
sufficient for a person's own use, they will do therein as to 
them shall seem best and expedient, and report the same 
to this Committee. And if any person or persons what- 
soever, within their jurisdiction, shall presume, or offer, 
without the authority aforesaid, to go about to search for 
Salt at any publick or private places, that this Committee will 
use their utmost endeavours to suppress the same, by such 
ways and means as they shall think proper, and bold the 
persons guilty thereof to the publick, for contempt of peace, 
justice and good order. 

And that no persons offending herein may plead igno- 
rance for an excuse : 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this Committee do cause a 
copy of this order to be set up at every publick place in 
this County, and be also published on some Lord's day at 
the several churches in the said County, by the Ministers 
and Recorders thereof. 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

William Bentley, Cleric. 



COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO ARTHUR LEE. 

Philadelphia, December 12, 1775. 

Sir : By this conveyance we have the pleasure of trans- 
mitting to you sundry printed papers, that such of them 
as you think proper may be immediately published in Eng- 
land. 

We have written on the subject of American affairs to 
Monsieur C. G. F. Dumas, who resides at the Hague. 
We recommend to you to correspond with him, and to 
send through his hands any letters to us, which you cannot 
send more directly. He will transmit them via St. Eusta- 
tia. Mr. Story may be trusted with any despatches you 
think proper to send us. You will be so kind as to aid 
and advise him. 

It would be agreeable to Congress to know the disposi- 
tion of foreign Powers towards us, and we hope this object 
will engage your attention. We need not hint that great 
circumspection and impenetrable secrecy are necessary. 
The Congress rely on your zeal and abilities to serve 
them, and will readily compensate you for whatever trou- 
ble and expense a compliance with their desire may occa- 
sion. We remit you for the present two hundred pounds. 

Whenever you think the importance of your despatches 
may require it, we desire you to send an express boat with 
them from England, for which service your agreement 
with the owner there shall be fulfilled by us here. 

We can now only add, that we continue firm in our re- 
solutions to defend ourselves, notwithstanding the big threats 
of the Ministry. We have just taken one of their ordnance 
store-ships, in which an abundance of carcasses and bombs, 
intended for burning our towns, were found. 

With great esteem, we are, sir, your most obedient, hum- 

ble servants > B. Franklin, 

John Dickinson, 
John Jay. 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, December 12, 1775. 
Resolved, That the price of Oil be limited to five pounds 
per barrel, and no person who may purchase any to retail 
again be allowed to advance above five shillings per barrel 
when sold at the wharf, and seven shillings and six pence 
per barrel, for what they store ; and that this Committee 
recommend it to the retailers in small quantities to sell it in 
proportion. 



R. S. Jones, Secretary. 



LORD STIRLING TO NEW- JERSEY COMMITTEE OF SAFETV, 
Elizabcthtown, December 12, 1775 
Dear Sir: Your letter of the 9th instant, I have re- 
ceived, and am glad to find the appointment of Willia?n Bar- 
ret, Jun., to the surgency of my regiment has taken place, 
as we have already use for him, in curing broken shins, 
aud a variety of small business, which unavoidably happen 
among a number of men assembled together. I wish the 
commission could be immediately despatched and sent to. 
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me, with an account of his pay and allowance that is made 
with regard to his medicine chest. 

Mr. Abner Hatfield was well recommended to me as a 
fit person to be Quartermaster to the Tegiment, before I 
mentioned him as such to Congress. I knew of no dis- 
qualification ; he has indeed been unfortunate in his cir- 
cumstances ; but I could not conceive that was one, as no 
money matters, or any other matter would come within his 
charge that can be affected by his poverty. I apprehend 
that the nature of this office has been mistaken by your 
Committee, or that they supposed it was a branch of the 
Quartermaster-General's office, especially as you mention 
it as an office worthy the acceptance of Colonel Dayton, 
6r Colonel Thomas. But it has no connection with that 
department ; he is a mere regimental officer, who must at all 
times attend the regiment, and therefore by no means can 
suit either of the gentlemen you mention. If still an ob- 
jection lies against Mr. Hatfield, I must then recommend 
Mr. Malhias Hahted for that office. In this I am backed 
by Mr. John De Hart, Colonel Dayton, and Colonel Tho- 
mas, and should be glad to have the commission expedited 
as soon as possible, as we now stand in need of that officer, 
three companies being now in town, and the rest of the 
regiment to be here in a few days, the inhabitants having 
cheerfully agreed to take in all the companies that cannot 
be quartered in the barracks. 

We have quietly got possession of the barracks at Am- 
boy, with all the barrack stores and blankets. One company 
of this battalion are now there. As soon as Colonel Max- 
well's regiment is ready, they will take possession of the 
barracks at Trenton, Brunswick, and Amboy. 

Stirling. 



and promise I freely set my hand unto, in Stamford, in 
Connecticut, desiring the same to be published in one of 
the New- York papers. 



December 12, 1775. 



Lewis McDonald, Jun. 



RECANTATION OF JAMES MILLER. 

I, James Miller, of Bedford, in the Province of New- 
York, notwithstanding my signing the Association in the 
year past, which was recommended by the Provincial Con- 
gress of the Province of New- York, in which I engaged 
to abide by the resolves of the honourable Continental 
Congress, and to oppose the present tyrannical measures 
pursued by the British Ministry and their adherents in 
America, in order to enslave the inhabitants of the Colo- 
nies, yet in the face of all my engagements, by signing 
the Association above mentioned, I have resolutely opposed 
all the military preparations recommended by the Delegates 
of the United Colonies in the Continental Congress, and 
in many instances have, to my shame, acted against the 
liberties of the country which gave me birth ; and have by 
indecent and abusive language endeavoured to ridicule 
those that appeared determined to support their liberties at 
the hazard of their lives, against all tyranny and oppres- 
sion. I endeavoured also to break up the Minute compa- 
ny in the town of Bedford ; for which, and all my misbe- 
haviour toward them, and opposition to the liberties of 
America, I now ask their forgiveness, and the forgiveness 
of all the inhabitants of my bleeding country, which I have 
injured by my misconduct, and promise to behave myself 
for the future, consistent with the proposals of the honour- 
able Continental Congress. 

As witness my hand in Stamford, this 12th day of De- 
cember, 1775, desiring the same may be published. 

James Miller. 



RECANTATION OF LEWIS McDONALD. 

I, Lewis McDonald, Jun., of Bedford, Westchester 
County, in the Province of New- York, having lately taken 
the office of Justice of the Peace, under the Ministerial 
party in this Province, in which I have endeavoured to 
support their measures, and also violently opposed the 
military preparations made in consequence of the direc- 
tions of the honourable Continental Congress, and in many 
instances have, both in principle and practice been inimi- 
cal to the liberty and rights of America ; for the whole 
of which conduct I am sincerely sorry, and ask the for- 
giveness of this Committee, and all the inhabitants of my 
bleeding country, whom I have injured by my misconduct, 
either by my private conduct, or in the execution of my 
office of justice of the peace ; and promise that I will sus- 
pend acting in that office without the consent of the Com- 
mittee of the town of Bedford. Which above confession 



RECANTATION OF STEPHEN BAXTER. 

I, Stephen Baxter, of Bedford, in the Colony of New- 
York, acknowledge, that, by horrid cursing and profane 
swearing, I have opposed the liberties of America, and 
the measures pursued by the honourable Continental Con- 
gress ; calling those Rebels that adhered to that, and endea- 
voured to frustrate them in their opposition to the present 
tyrannical measures pursued by the British Ministry and 
their tools ; for all of which conduct of mine, I am sin- 
cerely sorry, and ask the forgiveness of all those whom I 
have abused personally, and also the friends of American 
liberty in general, to whom I desire my confession may be 
made publick in one of the New-York papers. 

As witness my hand in Stamford, this 12th day of De- 
cember, A. D. 1775. c 

' Stephen Baxter. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Albany, December 12, 1775. 

Sir : Your favour of the 5th instant I had the honour to 
receive yesterday. I thank your Honour for the return 
that was enclosed. Mr. MKay, who was taken at St. 
John's, has behaved in such a manner that the Committee 
of this place have requested his removal. I have dis- 
charged him from his parole of honour, and he goes under 
an escort to Lebanon. I hear that both the elder and 
younger Skene are fled, and consequently broke their pa- 
role of honour. Some of the officers that went under Cap- 
tain Motifs charge have also attempted to run off. I fear 
they do not consider their parole of honour as binding. 
General Montgomery left Montreal on the 25th ultimo, to 
join Colonel Arnold. The former cannot take above three 
hundred men with him ; and the latter has only five hun- 
dred and fifty. 

Lieutenant Halsey has behaved so ill that General 
Montgomery has returned him to me as a deserter. The 
General says that it was he that instigated the people to 
refuse going to Montreal. He is certainly turbulent and 
seditious ; I found him so early in the campaign. An ex- 
tract from General Montgomery's letter, in which the above 
charge is contained, I have sent to the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress, and have observed : " That as the time 
for which Mr. Halsey was engaged is expired, he can only 
be punished by stopping all his pay, which must be done, 
unless he will request to be tried by a court-martial." 

Wishing your Honour much health and happiness, I am, 
with great respect and esteem, your most obedient, humble 
servant, -r, c 

' 1 HILIP SCHUYLER. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq. 



GENERAL LEE TO RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

Camp, December 12, 1775. 

My dear friend : I have just received your letter by Mr. 
Custis. I am heartily glad that you have sent a Committee 
into Canada, but, inter nos, think it might have been better 
chosen. Payne has certainly not the mannieres . 
which, according to Lord Chesterfield, and my observa- 
tion, are so requisite to captivate the French ; for Heaven's 
sake, my dear friend, why are you not more decisive, and 
wherefore are any of the sea-port towns suffered to furnish 
the men-of-war with fresh meat, or even with a single car- 
rot ; this indecision will ruin us ; this cursed tenderness for 
the sea-port towns will at least prolong the war and all its 
calamities. Il was indecision that has thrown your affairs 
in Virginia into their present situation ; had my opinion 
been thought worthy of attention, Lord Dunmore should 
have been disarmed of his teeth and his claws. I proposed 
seizing Tryon, and all his tories, at New- York. I knew 
if it was moved in Congress his Excellency would be in- 
stantly apprised of it, and of course the possibility of effect- 
ing it would not be left to us ; in this persuasion, I would 
have struck the stroke, and applied afterwards to your 
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mightinesses for approbation. You will justly accuse me 
of self-conceit and egotism, but I have not yet done. I 
propose, therefore, the following measures : 

First. To seize every Governour, Government man, 
placeman, tory, and enemy to liberty, on the Continent ; 
to confiscate their estates, or, at least, lay them under 
heavy contributions for the publick ; their persons should 
be secured in some of the interior towns, as hostages for 
their treatment of those of our party whom the fortune of 
war shall throw into their hands ; they should be allowed 
a reasonable pension out of their fortunes for their mainte- 
nance. 

Secondly. I propose that New-York be strongly gar- 
risoned and fortified, or destroyed. 

Thirdly. That a strong flying camp, with not only an 
able officer at their head, but an officer who has the repu- 
tation of being able, in order to inspire the people with 
confidence, be kept about Hampton, York, or Williams- 
burgh, in Virginia; another, not quite so strong, about 
Alexandria ; and a third, a strong one, about Annapolis, in 
Maryland. 

Fourth. That Charlestown, in Carolina, should be well 
secured. 

Fifth, and lastly. That, if the Canadians desire it, you 
spare no expense in furnishing them with an army ; but, 
above all, that you be extremely careful in the choice of 
officers sent to that country ; that they be not only men of 
strict integrity, but of a frank, open address, with elevated 
sentiments expressed in their manners. I should think 
such men may be found with you more easily than in these 
Provinces, as I find you propose in your letter, for I never 
saw a people so universally destitute du Vair du monde, as 
these here ; Mr. Bowdoin, an invalid, is the only excep- 
tion. These propositions, I before offered to a member of 
your Congress, with one other, respecting the construction 
of your army, here omitted. 

Recruiting goes on here more briskly than we expected ; 
the men are strange mortals, but they have virtue, and many 
good qualities. Adieu, my dear friend. 

Yours, affectionately, C. Lee. 



GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

Head-Quarters, December 19, 1775. 
Sir: I have received his Excellency's orders in answer 
to your letter by the bearer. You have his permission to 
deliver the Connecticut arms to such of the militia as are 
in want of arms, taking proper receipts, and making proper 
persons accountable for the re-delivery. 
I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Horatio Gates, Adjutant- General. 
To Brigadier-General Sullivan, Winter-Hill. 



TO DR. WHEELOCK. 

Cambridge, December 12, 1775. 

Acknowledged receipt of two letters. Thanked him for 
information respecting Major Rogers, and enclosed a let- 
ter for him, which was saved, with other papers thrown over- 
board by Captain Forster. R. H. H. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO THE RET. DOCTOR STILES. 

Cambridge, December 12, 1775. 

Sir : I am commanded by his Excellency to inform you 
that he received your favour of the 1st instant, with your 
History of America, containing several useful and neces- 
sary maps, for which he is exceedingly obliged to you. It 
will be taken care of and returned when you want it. 
General Gates will have the perusal of it, to whom your 
respects have been tendered. 

I am, sir, your humble servant, R H tr 

To the Rev. Dr. Stiles, Newport. 

PROCLAMATION BY VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 

By the Representatives of the People of the Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia, assembled in General Conven- 
tion. 

A Declaration. 

Whereas Lord Dunmore, by his Proclamation, dated on 



board the ship William, the 7th day of November, 1775, 
hath presumed, in direct violation of the Constitution and 
the laws of this country, to declare martial law in force, and 
to be executed throughout this Colony, whereby our lives, 
our liberty, and property, are arbitrarily subjected to his 
power and direction ; and whereas the said Lord Dunmore, 
assuming powers which the King himself cannot exercise, 
to intimidate the good people of this Colony into a com- 
pliance with his arbitrary will, hath declared those who do 
not immediately repair to his standard, and submit in all 
things to a government not warranted by the Constitution, 
to be in actual rebellion, and thereby to have incurred the 
penalties inflicted by the laws for such offences ; and hath 
offered freedom to the servants and slaves of those he is 
pleased to term Rebels, arming them against their masters, 
and destroying the peace and happiness of His Majesty's 
good and faithful subjects, whose property is rendered in- 
secure, and whose lives are exposed to the dangers of a 
general insurrection : we, as guardians of the lives and 
liberty of the people, our constituents, conceive it to be in- 
dispensably our duty to protect them against every species 
of despotism, and to endeavour to remove those fears with 
which they are so justly alarmed. 

If it were possible the understanding of men could be so 
blinded that every gleam of reason might be lost, the hope 
his Lordship says he hath ever entertained of an accom- 
modation between Great Britain and this Colony, might 
now pass unnoticed ; but truth, justice, and common sense, 
must ever prevail, when facts can be appealed to in their 
support. It is the peculiar happiness of this Colony that 
his Lordship can be traced as the source of innumerable 
evils, and one of the principal causes of the misfortunes 
under which we now labour. A particular detail of his 
conduct since his arrival in this Colony, can be considered 
only as a repetition, it having been already fully published 
to the world by the proceedings of the General Assembly, 
and a former Convention ; but the unremitting violence 
with which his Lordship endeavours to involve this coun- 
try in the most dreadful calamities, constantly affords new 
matter for the attention of the publick, and will remove 
every imputation of ingratitude to his Lordship, or of in- 
justice to his character. His Lordship is pleased to as- 
cribe the unworthy part he has taken against this Colony to 
a necessity arising from the conduct of its inhabitants, whom 
he hath considered in a rebellious state, but who know 
nothing of rebellion except the name. Ever zealous in 
support of tyranny, he hath broken the bonds of socie- 
ty, and trampled justice under his feet. Had his Lord- 
ship been desirous of effecting an accommodation of these 
disputes, he hath had the most ample occasion of exerting 
both his interest and abilities ; but that he never had in 
view any such salutary end, most evidently appears from 
the whole tenor of his conduct. The supposed design of 
the Canada bill having been to draw down upon us a mer- 
ciless and savage enemy; the present manoeuvres amongst 
the Roman Catholicks in Ireland, and the schemes con- 
certed with Doctor Connolly, and other vile instruments of 
tyranny, which have appeared by the examination of said 
Connolly, justify the supposition, and most fully evince his 
Lordship's inimical and cruel disposition towards us, and 
can best determine whether we have been wrong in pre- 
paring to resist, even by arms, that system of tyranny 
adopted by the Ministry and Parliament of Great Britain, 
of which he is become the rigid executioner in this Colony. 
The many depredations committed also upon the inhabi- 
tants of this Colony, by the tenders and other armed ves- 
sels employed by his Lordship for such purposes, the pil- 
fering and plundering the property of the people, and the 
actual seduction and seizure of their slaves, were truly 
alarming in their effects, and called aloud for justice and 
resistance. The persons of many of our peaceable breth- 
ren have been seized and dragged to confinement, contrary 
to the principles of liberty, and the Constitution of our coun- 
try. Yet have we borne this injurious treatment with 
unexampled patience, unwilling to shed the blood of our 
fellow-subjects, who, prosecuting the measures of a British 
Parliament, would sacrifice our lives and property to a re- 
lentless fury, and unabating avarice. If a Governour can be 
authorized, even by Majesty itself, to annul the laws of the 
land, and introduce the most execrable of all systems, the law 
martial ; if, by his single fiat, he can strip us of our property, 
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qan give freedom to our servants and slaves, and arm them 
for our destruction, let us bid adieu to every thing valuable 
in life ; let us at once bend our neck to the galling yoke, 
and hug the chains prepared for us and our latest posterity. 

It is with inexpressible concern we reflect upon the dis- 
tressed situation of some of our unhappy countrymen who 
have thought themselves too immediately within the power 
of L'ord Dunmore, and have been induced thereby to re- 
main inactive. We lament the advantage he hath taken 
of their situation, and at present impute their inactivity in 
the cause of freedom and the Constitution, not to any de- 
fection or want of zeal, but to their defenceless state ; and 
whilst we endeavour to afford them succour, and to support 
their rights, we expect they will contribute every thing in 
their power to effect their deliverance. Yet, if any of our 
people, in violation of their faith plighted to this Colony, 
and the duty they owe to society, shall be found in arms, 
or continue to give assistance to our enemies, we shall 
think ourselves justified, by the necessity we are under, in 
executing upon them the law of retaliation. 

Impressed with a just and ardent zeal for the welfare and 
happiness of our countrymen, we trust they will, on their 
part, exert themselves in defence of our common cause, and 
that we shall all acquit ourselves like freemen, being com- 
pelled by the disagreeable, but absolute necessity, of repel- 
ling force by force, to maintain our just rights and privileges : 
and we appeal to God, who is the sovereign disposer of all 
events, for the justice of our cause, trusting to His unerring 
wisdom to direct our councils, and give success to our arms. 
Edmund Pendleton, President. 

Virginia, December 13, 1775. 



COLONEL HOWE TO THE VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 

December 13, 1775. 
We have scouting parties down the Bay, to give intelli- 
gence of the arrival of any vessels, or any other event, 
either to our advantage or otherwise. From the officers 
commanding those parties, we have received certain intel- 
ligence that a man-of-war, either of thirty-six or forty guns, 
is within the Bay, and on her way to this place, with a 
large brig, supposed to be a store-ship, both full of men. 
This may probably give us something to do, and I hope 
we may execute it properly. 

CHARLES STEWART TO GOVERNOUR PENN. 

Ringwood, December 13, 1775. 
Sir : In pursuance of your Honour's letter (of 25th ul- 
timo) to the Magistrates of Northampton County, which 
was delivered to George Taylor, Esq., in Philadelphia, 
he and I met at Easton, on the 28th, where the contents 
were made known to Messrs. Gorden, Kuchlin, and Van 
Common. The Justices, Nicholas Depui and Garret 
Broadhead, were wrote to, to attend at Easton, but did 
not come. In a day or two after, writs were renewed 
against the New-England people who had been former- 
ly indicted ; and Mr. Taylor furnishing ammunition for 
the occasion, Mr. Sheriff proceeded over the mountain 
where some time was spent in collecting a posse ; mean 
time, I sent a proper person to examine the situation of 
Fort Parks, with directions to return and meet Mr. She- 
riff, who accordingly did, and reported, what was found 
afterwards true, that the Yankees would make little or no 
resistance ; therefore, those that were found were taken ; 
about one-half got out of the way. Mr. Sheriff returned 
forthwith, without demolishing any part of the fort, and 
the prisoners were forty miles on their way to Easton, 
when an express from Fort Augusta arrived, with intelli- 
gence that the Sheriff and posse of Northumberland had 
not yet moved up the river, and wanted to get some as- 
sistance from Northampton County. This account em- 
barrassed us exceedingly. The prisoners were told, when 
they met me, terms would be made ; and, declaring their 
willingness to do any and every thing, I produced to them 
the enclosed paper, which they readily executed, and sent 
a man back with them to see that they performed what 
further promises they made, viz : to cut down the stock- 
ades of the fort, and to collect all the settlers that had hid 
or fled, and get them to sign the copy of the enclosed, and 
send it to Easton at court next week, with their principal 



men, where they propose to take leases for their respective 
improvements or purchase, which some of them say tbey 
mean to do, if possible. Silas Parks, who is the only 
one amongst them who stood indicted, had gone to Wyo- 
ming the day before the Sheriff got up ; had he been ta- 
ken, I would not have consented to his stopping short of 
prison. The rest we had, in fact, no process against, ex- 
cept a warrant, in which their names, as they gave them in, 
were inserted. Notwithstanding Yankees have so often de- 
ceived me, I really expect those men will appear at court, 
and gladly come under lease ; if they do not, I flatter my- 
self the paper they have signed will operate against them 
hereafter, and be a foundation for calling on them again. 
At any rate, I beg leave to assure your Honour I did it for 
the best, and was cautious of giving reason to censure us 
for cruelty. I also thought treating those people tenderly 
might facilitate the expedition of the Northumberland 
Sheriff at Wyoming. I sent an express to them, inform- 
ing them of what was done, and a copy of the terms. I 
likewise sent a duplicate of the writ, attested under the 
seal of Mr. Gorden's office, that they might have all the 
authority that would be given them to secure the old of- 
fenders that are at Wyoming. As the party who went to 
Fort Parks, or Wallanpapeck, were weary at their return, 
some disputes having also happened among them, it was 
with great difficulty I could collect a party to go and join 
the Sheriff of Northumberland ; however, about thirty set 
out on Monday evening and Tuesday morning, with Isaiah 
Jennings at their head. I expect that, if they can cross 
the creeks, they will be this night with the Northumber- 
land men at Waphalapane, the place proposed in their 
letter to meet at. 

I had daily intelligence from Wyoming whilst I was over 
the mountain. Great divisions have arisen at Wyoming 
lately. Lazarus Stewart has sent me repeated assurance:? 
of his neutrality, at least, and his adherents are hourly 
wrangling with the real Yankees, so that 1 think a sur- 
render must ensue. John McDowell and his son-in-law, 
Jacob Stroud, from Fort Penn, set off last Sunday to bring 
away from Wyoming their relations, who are numerous, 
and secure the moneys due them at Wyoming, which is 
considerable. I believe Stroud will do all he can to serve 
the cause now, as he has lately been chosen a Colonel, 
and I gave him to understand he must exert himself or his 
cockade would be in danger, complaints having been made 
against him for supplying the Yankees with ammunition 
and arms to disturb the peace of the Province. Mr. 
Taylor has done every thing in his power to serve Go- 
vernment on this occasion, and furnished the ammunition, 
without which nothing would have been done. Mr. Kuch- 
lin and Mr. Van Compon have also been active. I hope 
the Northumberland posse will succeed without shedding 
blood. At any rate, I am convinced they will make them, 
submit, and a few days will bring the news. If your Ho- 
nour thinks proper to let the Wallanpapeck lands to those 
people on lease, the copy of the draft, with instructions as 
to terms, will be wanted at Easton court. If the paper 
they signed contained sufficient power to enter judgment 
on, I would advise them to be done, to prevent future dis- 
putes about possession with them. If Colonel Tench 
Francis and Mr. Taylor were appointed to treat with those 
people, I believe it would be answering a good purpose. 
I know no man so fit to talk to Yankees as Col. Francis, 
and Taylor may surely be depended on. I will, if able 
to ride, be at Easton, but am and have been several days 
in great pain with a rheumatism in my legs. 

I am your Honour's most obedient, humble servant, 

Charles Stewart. 

The Honourable John Penn, Esquire. 



ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT INTRUDERS. 

Whereas we, the subscribers, with Silas Parks and 
others, our associates, have riotously and in defiance of the 
laws of the Province of Pennsylvania, seized upon and 
taken possession of a tract of land surveyed for the ho- 
nourable the Proprietaries of this Province of Pennsylvania 
aforesaid, situate on the waters of Lackawaxen, at a place 
called Wallanpapeck, in the County of Northampton ; for 
which forcible entries, riots, and other illegal acts of any, 
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bills of indictment have been found against us. And the 
Sheriff and Magistrates of the said County, producing His 
Majesty's process or writs unto us, we confess the legal 
service thereof on us severally. And do voluntarily and 
most cheerfully surrender ourselves to the humanity of the 
honourable the Proprietaries of Pennsylvania, in regard 
to oar possessions, and to the lenity of the laws of said 
Province in regard to our crimes, and will appear, agree- 
ably to our recognizances, at Easton court next term. 
And we do, each for himself, solemnly and voluntarily de- 
clare and promise that we will, in future, pay due obedi- 
ence unto, and be governed by, the laws of Pennsylvania 
in every respect. We also disclaim all title to our present 
possessions, in pursuance of any claim or pretended right 
we, or any of us, may formerly have had under the Sus- 
quehannah or Delaware Companies, in Connecticut. And 
we covenant and promise to yield up our said possessions 
to the said Proprietaries, or their agents, at any time they 
may please to demand the same ; and we do severally em- 
power James Biddle, Esq., Attorney, or any other Attor- 
ney in the Province of Pennsylvania aforesaid, to appear 
for us and to receive a declaration in ejectment as of any 
term after this date, and to confess judgment thereon, with 
full powers to release all errors in the said judgment. We 
likewise promise that we severally will avoid all future 
quarrels with our neighbours, and unite and muster with 
Captain Van Elton's company, and, if necessary, are wil- 
ling to march where our assistance may be required for 
the defence of American liberty, in the common cause ; 
and cheerfully, hereafter, obey all and every the resolu- 
tions and orders of the Continental Congress, the As- 
sembly of the Province of Pennsylvania, or the Commit- 
tee of Safety, of all whom we severally and humbly crave 
forgiveness for past offences ; and in testimony of our sin- 
cere intentions to behave becomingly in future, we have 
hereunto set our hands and seals, this eighth day of De- 
cember, 1775. 

W. Fitch, William Pellet, 

Zadok Killiam, Deliverance Adams, 
Enos Woodward, Amos Park, 
Elijah Wilton, Matthew Clash, 
Hezekiah Bingham, Abel Kimbal. 



Test : 



Gerret Broadhead, 
John Van Compon. 



LOSSES FROM HOSTILITIES BY THE MINISTERIAL TROOPS. 

New-Yorfc, December 13, 1775. 
Whereas the Continental Congress, by their Resolve of 
the 18th of October last, did order and direct, "That a 
well-authenticated account of the hostilities committed by 
the Ministerial troops and navy in America since March 
last," should " be collected, with proper evidence of the 
truth of the facts related;" and also, "the number and 
value of the buildings destroyed by them," with " the 
number and value of the vessels, inward and outward 
bound, which have been seized by them since that period, 
as near as the value can be ascertained ;" also, " the stock 
taken from different parts of the Continent :" And whereas 
the Committee appointed by them to collect the same, 
have transmitted a copy of the foregoing Resolve to the 
Provincial Congress in this City, requesting their assist- 
ance in obtaining the same ; which letter, with the forego- 
ing Resolve, being, by order of the Provincial Congress 
aforesaid, delivered to the Chairman of the General Com- 
mittee for this City and County, " requiring them to ascer- 
tain, in the best manner possible, the damages sustained 
by people of this City and County, with all necessary par- 
ticulars thereof, and with proofs to support the same, and 
to transmit them to the Provincial Congress with all con- 
venient speed :" And whereas the General Committee 
aforesaid have appointed Cornelius P. Low, Oliver Tem- 
pleton, and Daniel Phoenix, to be a sub-Committee for 
that purpose : All persons in this City and County who 
have sustained any loss or damage by the Ministerial army 
or navy in America since March last, are hereby request- 
ed to prepare and deliver to them an accurate estimate of 
the same, with the examinations of witnesses and other 
papers and documents, officially authenticated ; as also, 
clear, distinct, and circumstantial details of the hostile and 



destructive acts by them done, or captures or seizures made, 
that the same may be laid before the Provincial Congress 
without delay. 

EDWARD JONES TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, December 13, 1775. 
Gentlemen : I make bold to lay my grievances before 
you, in hopes you will see me righted. I have been this 
five months a Corporal in Captain Ledyard's company, 
and have received no more than 53s. Ad. a month. I 
have been lately informed by one or two Corporals that 
came down from St. John's that they received 58*. 8d. 
per month. Now, gentlemen, as I have been always ready 
and willing to do any thing for the good of my country, I 
hope your Honours will be so kind as to grant me my full 
pay, which will be forever acknowledged by your much 
obliged, very humble servant, 

Edward Jones. 
To the Provincial Congress in New York. 



COMMISSIONERS FOR FORTIFICATIONS TO NEW-YORK CON- 
GRESS. 
Fort-Constitution, December 7, 1775. 

Sir: Yours of the 3d instant, covering extracts of a 
letter from Lord Stirling, dated the same day, by which 
we find six companies, of ninety men each, are ordered up 
to this post, besides those already here. As to the orders 
to have sufficient barracks completed for one thousand 
men, we beg leave to observe, that it is not in our power 
to get done ; the additional one (from the first plan) is not 
this day completed with rilling in, but other ways fit and 
finished for troops, Captain Grenell's and Captain Hal- 
bert's companies being, with part of Captain Ledyard's, 
quartered in them. The first barrack, a single story, four 
rooms, twenty men in a room, is occupied by our artificers 
and labourers. We have ordered, eight days ago, another 
barrack of eighty feet by twenty, two stories high, with 
a garret, to be framed at New- Windsor ; but the badness 
of the weather up here, by what we can learn, has pre- 
vented the person employed from getting the timber to- 
gether to begin to frame. We shall hurry him, and may 
be able to get it raised and covered, but the stacks of chim- 
neys and filling in much doubt if it can be done, as we 
have neither brick nor lime for it, and if we had, unless 
more favourable weather than for this fortnight past, could 
not much work at, as our mortar is continually freezing in 
the mortar-house. We beg leave to mention our frequent 
desire to know what number of men would be wanted to 
remain this winter at this post, as a government to us ; in 
particular, in ours to Mr. John Berrien of the 15th ultimo, 
your not then nor since making a House, he could not give 
us a direct answer. 

We could not take the artificers from the works of de- 
fence had materials (and we directions) for more barracks 
been on the spot. Artificers and labourers must have cover- 
ing, and fire to go to. While they continue they take up 
the room of the first barrack ; when they be dismissed, the 
two barracks now built will contain three hundred men. 

We would also beg leave to refer the honourable Provin- 
cial Congress to ours of the 10th ultimo, in which we in- 
formed them what barracks we had then, to which we have 
never been honoured with an answer. Our mentioning 
these things is from a distress we are in on finding so many 
men ordered up to this post, when we never expected any 
more than three hundred to winter here, and, hearing 
nothing to induce us to think otherwise, provided, as well 
as circumstances and time permitted, for only that number. 

As to procuring fire-wood, we are very ready to do it ; 
but it must be bought and brought by water here. We ' 
think this comes more properly under the direction of the 
Commissary to the troops to he quartered here. We have 
been down in the sloop Liberty, examining the river as 
low as Slaughter's Landing, and find the depth of water, 
from there to this post, greatly to exceed the information 
we have had. We also took a view of Pooploop's Hill, 
and found its situation the best by much for any defensive 
works in the Highlands. A little to the north of the 
house, on the hill, is a place where a battery of heavy 
cannon would obstruct any enemies coming up, as it com- 
mands the river down and up, the length of point-blank 



255 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, fee, DECEMBER, 1775. 



25 5 



shot. Timber in plenty, near, to be had. No enemy can 
land at Haverstraw and cross the mountain, to annoy it by 
land. The height of the place, about one hundred feet 
above the river, and is not much wider over to Anthony's 
Nose than at this post. From Pooploop's Hill, we un- 
derstand, there is a tolerable road, and can be made, with 
ease, much better to the West-Point. From there an 
enemy might bring cannon by land against this post. 

We beg you will be pleased to lay the above before the 
honourable Congress. 

And are, sir, your humble servants, 

William Bedlow, 
Thomas Grenell, 
Jonathan Lawrence. 
To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esquire. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO COLONEL BALDWIN. 

Cambridge, December 13, 1775. 
Sir : I have it in command from his Excellency to in- 
form you that, notwithstanding his orders to the contrary, 
some of the persons that came last from Boston to Point 
Shirley have been at this camp. One he has seen him- 
self. He is exceedingly desirous to prevent a measure 
that may prove of fatal consequence to the army, and 
therefore enjoins that you will make it known to these 
people, and all others that may be sent out, that they do 
not come here without special leave obtained first of him ; 
and if they do, they will be immediately imprisoned. 

R. H. Harrison. 
To Colonel Loammi Baldivin, Chelsea. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM WATSON. 

Cambridge, December 13, 1775. 

Sir : Your favour of the 4th instant is come to hand. 
Your attention and activity in fitting out the armed vessels 
is pleasing to his Excellency. I wish they may carry in 
some prizes that may pay you for all your trouble. Cap- 
tain Manly's good fortune seems to stick to him ; he has 
taken three valuable prizes since my last. This shows of 
what vast advantage to the cause these vessels would be, 
if the commanders were all as attentive to their duty and 
interest as Manly is. There runs a report about camp 
that one of our little fleet is taken and carried into Boston. 
We shall be uneasy until we hear from Martindale, as he 
is the one suspected. If Captain Coit and he are safe, 
let us know it as soon as possible. 

Yours of the 11th is come to hand. I fear there is no 
doubt that the Washington is taken. 

Mr. Isaac Symms receives £1015 16s. 8%d., being the 
amount of the account of expenses for fitting out the 
Washington and Harrison, armed vessels. The General 
returns his thanks for the venison. 

1 am ' &Cl ' Stephen Moylan. 

To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



ELBRIDGE GERRY TO SAMUEL ADAMS. 

Watertown, December 13, 1775. 
Dear Sir: With pleasure I received your letter of Oc- 
tober 29th, relative to the militia and other subjects equally 
important. When writing on the subject of the militia, I 
proposed they should be under the command of a Conti- 
nental General, in case of their being raised to reinforce 
his army, and upon the supposition that this must require 
an act of the Court of the Colony whose militia should 
be thus raised. A Continental General, as such, I am 
clearly of opinion, ought not to have any command of the 
militia. It is by no means necessary for general defence. 
It would lead a principal servant of the Government to 
forget his station, and conceive himself its master; but 
since, in military operations, it is absolutely necessary to 
have but one head, each Assembly would find it necessary 
that the commanding officer of the army which their mi- 
litia should occasionally reinforce, should take the com- 
mand of such part as they might order to his assistance, 
and this during the pleasure, only, of such Assembly ; 
upon which plan he would, as to this, be in effect a Colo- 
nial officer. We already see a growing thirst for power 



in some of the inferior departments of the army, which 
ought to be regulated so far as to keep the military entirely 
subservient to the civil in every part of the United Colo- 
nies. 

Your sentiments on the choice of men for publick offices 
are extremely just. The jealousy you speak of is plenti- 
fully produced in our House of Representatives. This is 
so natural to their habits, and toryism so noxious, that an 
enemy to America might as well attempt to scale the re- 
gions of bliss as to insinuate himself into the favour of the 
Assembly ; but I should be glad to see a sufficient guard 
against the choice of men on account of pecuniary recom- 
mendation. It is happy to find a man independent in his 
fortune, of good sense and true patriotism, filling a publick 
office ; but when the last is wanting, the possession of the 
first is an evil. Notwithstanding which, there have been 
instances in this Government, of persons chosen into pub- 
lick office who might have lived till the mijlenium in silent 
obscurity had they depended on their mental qualifications 
to bring them into publick view. 

With respect to incompatible offices, a bill is on foot to 
prevent this evil, and particular care will be taken to ex- 
clude gentlemen of the army from the Legislative, that 
military influence may never reach the Senate. 

History can hardly produce such a series of events as 
have taken place in favour of American opposition. The 
hand of Heaven appears to have directed every occur- 
rence. Had such an event as lately occurred in Essex 
happened to Cromwell, he would have published it as a 
miracle in his favour, and excited his soldiers to enthusi- 
asm and bravery. 

The manufacture of saltpetre is increasing. We shall 
be greatly served if a plan of the Philadelphia powder- 
mills can be sent us, which (Mr. Revere tells me) the 
owner was so selfish as to refuse, without a reward of one 
hundred half-johannes. 

Your very true friend, -p, ,-, 

J ' ELB RIDGE ClERRY. 



MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 
- Boston, December 13, 1775. 

My Lord : His Majesty's ship Tartar, being ordered to 
England, by Admiral Graves, I am to confirm to your 
Lordship the intelligence before communicated, of the cap- 
ture of the ordnance brig Nancy, by the Rebels, and that 
there is certainty of another vessel, the property of a mer- 
chant, loaded with woollen goods and every article neces- 
sary for clothing, having lately fallen into their hands, which 
must afford great relief to their most essential wants. 

Since the departure of the Boyne, man-of-war, on the 
5th instant, there have been no arrivals from Britain; and 
I am induced to believe, from the long prevalence of north- 
erly winds, that the transports from Cork, with the 17th, 
27th, 28th, 46th, and 55th regiments, together with the 
ships bringing stores for this place, have been forced far 
from the coast; and if so, the difficulties they have to en- 
counter in getting to this port will increase in proportion as 
the winter season advances. 

These considerations, and the state of provisions in store, 
a particular account of which your Lordship has with my 
separate letter of the 2d instant, sent by the Boyne, give 
rise to very alarming apprehensions, especially as demands 
for this article are increased from the transports, provisions 
for the seamen being expended from the pressing wants of 
useful persons, who must be supported for their services, 
and of many others, who have ever been attached to Go- 
vernment. 

I am also concerned to observe that the uncertainty of 
defenceless vessels getting into this harbour is rendered 
more precarious, by the rebel privateers infesting the bay, 
who can take the advantage of many inlets on the coast, 
where His Majesty's ships cannot pursue them, and from 
whence they can safely avail themselves of any favourable 
opportunities that offer. The Admiral being of opinion 
that the ships cannot block up the several ports of Cape 
Anne, Marblehead, Beverly, and Plymouth, which afford 
protection to these pirates, without the assistance of a land 
force, that cannot at present be spared, has placed his ships 
in Nantasket-Road, with orders to cruise from thence in 
the bay; which, not proving effectual, I would humbly 
propose that the provisions, and other valuable stores, be 
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sent out for the future in ships-of-war, without their lower 
deck-guns, or in vessels of sufficient force to defend them- 
selves against these Pirates. One of them, a brigantine, 
with seventy-three men, has been brought in by His Ma- 
jesty's ship Fowey ; and I enclose to your Lordship a copy 
of the Captain's instructions, from Mr. Washington, com- 
manding the Rebel army. The prisoners are sent to Eng- 
land in the Tartar. 

The troops entered into quarters here yesterday, leaving 
a detachment intrenched upon the heights of Charlestown, 
for the defence of that post. 

Six companies of the Sixty-fifth are embarked, and will 
sail for Halifax, under convoy of the Cerberus frigate. The 
18th and 59th Regiments, being drafted into other corps, 
their commissioned and non-commissioned officers, with the 
invalids and recruiting parlies, go from hence on board of 
transports, in company with the Tartar. 

By advice received from the head-quarters of the Re- 
bels, I learn that General Carleton embarked at Montreal 
for Quebeck, on the 12th of November, with one hundred 
soldiers, and as many Canadians, carrying with him all the 
military stores he could convey; and that the Rebels took 
possession of the town the next day. 

I am, &c, W. Howe. 



ADDRESS OF THE FREEHOLDERS, ETC., OF THE COUNTY 
OF PEEBLES. 

Address of the Justices of the Peace, Freeholders, and 
Commissioners of the Land Tax of the County of Peebles, 
presented to His Majesty by Sir Robert Murray Keith, 
Knight of the Bath, their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Justices of the Peace, Free- 
holders, and Commissioners of the Land Tax of the 

County of Peebles. 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
Justices of the Peace, Freeholders, and Commissioners of 
the Land Tax, of the County of Peebles, beg leave, upon 
the present very serious and alarming occasion, to express, 
with perfect unanimity, that warm affection and gratitude 
which we have and owe to your Royal person, under whose 
auspicious Government we feel, in common with all your 
Majesty's subjects, every blessing that the best laws, exe- 
cuted by the best of Kings, can possibly produce. 

We lament the situation of those of your Majesty's sub- 
jects, in America, who, by the artifices and false suggestions 
of designing men, have been induced to go into rebellion, 
from the groundless apprehensions of their property being 
rendered precarious, and their liberties destroyed, by their 
submitting to be taxed by the British Legislature. 

We detest all the illegal and disloyal artifices that have 
been used for seducing your Majesty's American subjects, 
not only to violate the law, in the destruction of private 
property, but also to resist and destroy all legal authority, 
and at last, by open rebellion, even to dispute the sover- 
eignty of the British Legislature. 

We likewise beg leave to testify our disapprobation and 
dislike of all the licentious, seditious, and poisonous doc- 
trines which have of late been maintained and published, 
either by speaking or writing, that have a tendency, at this 
critical juncture, to add to the deception of the deluded 
people of America, by making them believe that their 
rebellion is lawful, and approved of by the subjects of 
Britain. 

We confide in the wisdom of your Majesty's Councils, 
aided and supported by your Parliament, and in the valour 
of your Majesty's arms, that every proper means will be 
used successfully, under the kind protection of Heaven, 
for bringing our deluded fellow-subjects of America to a 
just sense of their duty of obedience to the Supreme Le- 
gislative authority of these Kingdoms, and to eradicate those 
groundless apprehensions that seem to have inflamed their 
nrinds; that the reconciliation may be sincere and perma- 
nent ; and we beg leave to assure your Majesty of our wish 
and most earnest desire to exert every means we can to 
strengthen the power of your Government. 

We pray God, that your Majesty may long reign over 
us ; and that the British Dominions, united in your reign, 



may be transmitted, in that state, to your Majesty's latest 
posterity. 

Signed in our name, and by our appointment, at Pee- 
bles, the 14th of December, 1775. 

James Montgomery. 



In Massachusetts House of Representatives, 
February 14, 1776. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a letter from 
St. Eustatia, signed Yankoo, dated December 14th, en- 
closing a number of newspapers. 

TO ANY PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OR CONGRESS ON THE 
CONTINENT OF AMERICA. 

St. Eustatia, December 14, 1775. 
Gentlemen: My last, via Salem, was intended via 
Rhode-Island, but lost the opportunity, and am fearful if 
the letter reached you, as I must suppose captures have com- 
menced in America, as well as in the West-Indies. Several 
vessels inwards from America, and bound thither, among 
the islands, have been detained and sent into port, parti- 
cularly Antigua and Dominica ; and, notwithstanding their 
clearances, will be condemned, as reprisals are made without 
distinction, of all vessels going to or coming from America. 
Various are the reports from England, respecting America; 
which proves it is little known what is intended ; but if we 
were to judge from circumstances, in particular that of re- 
prisals, taking in pay foreign forces, and the enumerating 
their transports, with every kind of stores, ammunition, he, 
he, it certainly carries appearances very different from an 
accommodation. I saw a letter from Bristol, to a gentle- 
man here, dated 23d October; part says, no prospect of a 
reconciliation, the Ministry being determined to push mea- 
sures. Another, from Scotland, this very day received, 
and two days later, says: Matters between Great Britain 
and America will certainly be settled on the meeting of the 
Parliament. Letters anterior to these, and differently re- 
ceived, bear near the same import. Some say an accom- 
modation will take place, others not. I fancy no true judg- 
ment can be formed but from the result of the Parliament. 
God send the agreeable tidings of peace to each other. 
May Heaven inspire their souls with just ideas of duty, 
each to the other, that justice may be sealed in mer,cy, and 
so enlighten the minds of that great tribunal as to remove 
every oppressive measure from before the throne, that the 
subjects of Britain, wherever dispersed, may know no 
grievance, but, in every part of their wide extended empire, 
be able, with honest truth, to sing aloud in anthems of joy : 
Justice, justice runs down our streets like a stream ; all evils 
are now removed from before us ; and one and all adore 
the God of justice, as the King of our King, and the Su- 
preme of the Universe. May brotherly love be mutually- 
renewed, under the banners of justice, and Britain and 
America join in grateful songs of praise for a happy de- 
liverance from destruction, and be inseparably united to 
their glory, and the glory of God the giver; is the fervent 
wish of your obedient and affectionate, Yankoo. 

P. S. A brig here will sail for Boston, in ten days, witli 
molasses for the troops. I shall write. 



DECLARATION BY VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 

By the Representatives of the People of the Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia, assembled in General Conven- 
tion. 

A Declaration. 
Whereas, Lord Dunmore, by his Proclamation, dated on 
board the ship William, off Norfolk, the 7th day of No- 
vember, 1775, hath offered freedom to such able-bodied 
slaves as are willing to join him, and take up arms against 
the good people of this Colony, giving thereby encourage- 
ment to a general insurrection, which mayinduce a neces- 
sity of inflicting the severest punishments upon those un- 
happy people, already deluded by his base and insidious 
arts ; and whereas, by an act of the General Assembly, now 
in force in this Colony, it is enacted, that aU negro or other 
slaves, conspiring to rebel or make insurrection, shall suffer 
death, and be excluded all benefit of Clergy : We thipVit 
proper to declare, that all slaves, who have been, or shall 
be, seduced by his Lordship's proclamation, or other arts, 
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to desert their masters' service, and take up arms against 
the inhabitants of this Colony, shall be liable to such pun- 
ishments as shall hereafter be directed by the General Con- 
vention. And to the end that all such who have taken 
this unlawful and wicked step may return in safety to their 
duty, and escape the punishment due to their crimes, we 
hereby promise to pardon them, they surrendering them- 
selves to Col. William Woodford, or any other commander 
of our troops, and not appearing in arms after the publica- 
tion hereof. And we do further earnestly recommend it 
to all humane and benevolent persons in this Colony, to 
explain and make known this our offer of mercy to those 
unfortunate people. 

Edmund Pendleton, President. 

Virginia, December 14, 1775. 

LORD STIRLING TO CAPTAIN JOHN POLHEMUS. 

Elizabethtown, December 14, 1775. 

Sir : I must desire that you will forthwith call in all 
such men as are now absent from your company, and, for 
the future, to give no furlough or leave of absence to any 
officer or private, but to hold your company in order for 
marching at twenty-four hours' notice. 

I am your most humble servant, Stirling. 

Captain John Polhemus, Brunswick. 



LORD STIRLING TO CAPTAIN JOHN CONWAY. 

Elizabethtown, December 14, 1775. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 11th inst., and 
much approve of your getting possession of the beds, blan- 
kets, and other barrack utensils, at Amboy. Be pleased, 
by the first opportunity, to furnish me with an exact ac- 
count of each article you have received, and to be particu- 
lar with regard to the blankets — distinguishing how many 
of them are new, how many partly worn, and how many 
of them are distributed to the men of your company. 

The three men you have confined must remain prison- 
ers until we can form a regimental court-martial, which 
will not be till next week. Powell and Rose are engaged 
as drum and fife majors to the regiment.* The repairs you 
speak of are absolutely necessary, and I must desire you 
will get them done, and keep an exact account of the ex- 
pense. 

The men of your company should be kept in constant 
exercise, especially marching. We are at it here at least 
five hours every day. 

I am, &ic., Stirling. 

Captain /oAn Conway. 



COMMISSIONERS OF INDIAN AFFAIRS TO PRESIDENT OF 
CONGRESS. 

Albany, December 14, 1775. 
Sir: Conscious that it is a duty we owe our respectable 
constituents and ourselves, not to permit any doubts or sus- 
picions to exist, relative to or concerning any transactions 
of ours, when it is in our power to eradicate them ; and 
reports prevailing, that what Tiahogwando, the Onon- 
daga chief, delivered at the conference held here in the 
months of August and September last, respecting the Sus- 
quehannah lands, now unhappily in controversy between 
the Colonies of Pennsylvania and Connecticut, was not in 
consequence either of directions from his particular nation, 

* It is agreed between Thomas Rose, on the one part, and William, 
Earl of Stirling, Colonel of the First New-Jersey Regiment, in the 
Continental service, on the other part, as follows : That the said Tho. 
mas Rose doth inlist himself as a drummer in the said rogiment, at the 
usual Continental pay of seven and one-third of a dollar par month ; 
and also Jour dollars per month, subsistence, or provision in lieu thereof; 
and in consideration that the said Thomas Rose is well qualified for 
drum-major of the said regiment, and is able to teach the other drum- 
mers the use of their drums and the whole of their duty, the said Col. 
onel does agree to pay to the said Thomas Rose, eight dollars and two- 
thirds of a dollar more, monthly, to be stopped out of the pay of the 
other drummers ; and this to continue as long as the said Thomas. Rose 
continues in the service, which will be during his good behaviour, or as 
long as the regiment continues in the service. It is further agreed, that 
out of the above mentioned pay, eight dollars per month shall, by the 
Paymaster, monthly, be lodged in the hands of Colonel John Neilson, 
of Brunswick, for the use of the said Thomas Rose's wife ; one month's 
pay to bg_ advanced to the said Thomas Rose, when the Paymaster next 
comes to Head-quarters. 

Witness my hand, this 12th day of December, 1775. 

Thomas Rose. 



or the result of the united councils of the Six Nations, we 
unanimously resolved to enter into an inquiry. Accord- 
ingly we sent for Messrs. Deane and KirMand, who agreed 
in the following information, viz: That immediately after 
Tiahogivando had delivered his speech, a murmur ran 
through the assembly as at a matter not only unexpected 
but improper; and that some of the sachems, after the rising 
of the assembly, spoke to them on the subject, express- 
ing their astonishment at such a speech, of which no notice 
had been given to the Six Nations. 

Mr. Fulmer, another interpreter, was then called before 
us; and as, in the information which he gave, Colonel Fran- 
cis's name was mentioned, we thought proper to take his 
deposition and enclose it. 

After Fulmer's information, we were of opinion that the 
sachems should be convened, that we might confer with 
them on the occasion. Accordingly, Tiahogwando, with 
another Onondaga sachem, and two from each of the other 
nations now in town, were convened; at which meeting 
were also present, Messrs. Deane, Kirkland, Bleeker, and 
Fulmer, interpreters. The Indians being made acquainted 
with the business of the meeting, Tiahogwando, the Onon- 
daga sachem, gave the following information : That coming 
from the meeting preceding that in which the Susquehan- 
nah lands were mentioned, Colonel Francis took him by 
the hand, and informed him that all the other sachems had 
been to see him, and asked why he did not come and smoke 
a pipe with him ; and invited him to his room in the even- 
ing, that he had something to say to him. The sachem 
replied, it was not the custom of Indians to come alone on 
such an occasion, and that he would therefore bring one or 
two along with him. Two accordingly came with him in 
the evening. After they had drank a little, and began to be 
intoxicated, Colonel Francis informed them that Governour 
Penn had directed him to make inquiry about the sale of 
the Susquehannah lands. Upon which, Tiahogwando then 
related what he (being a lad) had heard Dinasteego inform 
his father, being in substance the same as he had delivered 
in his speech. He observed that he was sorry the white 
people deceived the Indians, by giving them liquor, to make 
them say things they ought not ; and that what he had said 
was not in consequence of any directions he had either 
from his nation or the Six Nations, 

Tiahogwando further says, that Colonel Francis pro- 
mised to give the sachems of the Six Nations something, 
provided he would deliver it at the close of the business of 
the next meeting, and not mention his name— meaning 
Colonel Frayicis. This chief then observed to us, that the 
white people have a medicine (meaning liquors) which 
would make Indians bring out all that is in their minds. 

We hope, sir, that in making this inquiry, we have not 
gone beyond the line of our duty. Our only motives for 
prosecuting this inquiry, we have taken the liberty to give 
Congress in the former part of this letter. 

We remain, sir, with sentiments of respect and esteem, 
yours, See, &c, „ „ 

' rHILIP QCHUYLER, 

VoLKERT P. DoUW, 

Timothy Edwards, 
The Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read December 22, 1775.] 

Albany, December 14, 1775. 
Sir : Since my last to you, I have received no accounts 
from Canada. The Indians delivered us a speech on the 
12th, in which they related the substance of all the 
conferences Colonel Johnson had with them the last sum- 
mer, concluding with that at Montreal, where he delivered 
to each of the Canadian tribes a war-belt and a_ hatchet, 
who accepted it ; after which they were invited to feast on 
a Bostonian, and drink his blood — an ox. being roasted for 
the purpose, and a pipe of wine given to drink. The war- 
song was also sung. One of the chiefLof the SixNaiions, 
that attended at that conference, accepted of a very large, 
black war-belt, with a hatchet depictured in it, but would 
neither eat nor drink, nor sing the war-song. This famous 
belt they have delivered up, and we have now a full proof 
that the Ministerial servants have attempted to engage the 
savages against us. 
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I learn that the recruiting parties I have sent out, meet 
with little success. The troops of Fort-George and Ticon- 
deroga, have only seventeen days more to serve, and I fear 
they will come away as soon as their time of service is ex- 
pired. 

All the prisoners are not yet arrived here. The moment 
they come in, I shall send them to Esopus, as well the offi- 
cers as men ; for Colonel Wolcott informs me that Go- 
vernour Skene, as well as his son, have fled, and that two 
Frenchmen are also gone, one of which is Orillat, whom 
Mr. Brook Watson recommended to Major Shirreff to get 
exchanged. The vicinity of Hudson river to Neivtown and 
Bridgefield (the two tory towns in Connecticut} favours 
their escape. I have given such orders to Colonel Wyn- 
koop, that, if they are properly executed, I shall be under 
no apprehensions for those that go to Ulster County. Wyn- 
koop is a spirited and good officer. 

The river here is closed. The prisoners are to march 
by land. I propose keeping the French seigneurs until I 
can move them at a less expense. Perhaps, too, if Que- 
beck should fall into our hands, General Montgomery may 
beg of Congress to permit them to pay a visit to their 
families. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler, 
Honourable John Hancock, Esq., Sic. 



JOSEPH HOPKINS S REPORT ON LEAD-MINES. 

To the Honourable General Assembly, convened at New- 
Haven, on the 14<A December, 1775: 

Whereas Captain Samuel Forbes and the subscriber 
were appointed by your Honours, at your sessions in Oc- 
tober last, a Committee to examine and explore a lead- 
mine at New-Canaan, in the Province of New-York, and 
to report, &tc. 

The said subscriber begs leave to report that, on the 7th 
of November last, on my journey to said New-Canaan, I 
expected said Captain Forbes to join me ; but he being ill, 
and unable to assist in said business, advised me to pro- 
ceed ; with which advice I complied, and repaired to said 
New-Canaan, where I found said mine, the vein of ore in 
which appears about fifty or sixty rods in length, lying 
north and south in a ledge of rocks or lime-stone, mixed 
with white flint, at the south end of which the ground 
falls about twenty-six feet, below which the water cannot 
be drawn off by a level ; which vein I found had been 
opened about one rod in length, and about three or four feet 
deep, where I employed a skilful miner to blast the rock, 
but found no continued or adherent vein, but found the ore 
in bodies, in different shapes, about three or four inches in 
diameter, lying about three or four feet distant. The said 
miner also opened the vein in several place's where it had 
not before been tried, and it appeared to lie in the same 
manner. I also smelted about eight ounces of said ore, 
and found, when it was well refined, it weighed five ounces, 
and was very malleable and good. All which is submitted. 

Your Honours' most obedient, humble servant, 

Joseph Hopkins. 

N. B. The mine aforesaid lies in a tract of land called 
the King's District, where the fee has never been granted, 
or patent, to any person, and the inhabitants claim to hold 
by possession only; and I employed the miner aforemen- 
tioned, with others, to labour in said mine seven days, 
about half of which time was spent in preparing to open 
the vein, and by the other half of the labour was raised one 
hundred weight of ore. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Cambridge, December 14, 1775. 
Sir: The two French gentlemen who will appear be- 
fore you with this, brought recommendations to me from 
Governour Cooke, of Providence ; their names are Mes- 
sieurs Penet and De Pliarne. They propose a plan for 
supplying this Continent with arms and ammunition, which 
appears to me very eligible. As I am not acquainted with 
the extent of schemes already formed by Congress for the 
attainment of these necessary articles, I have declined enter- 
ing into any engagements with them, but have prevailed 



with them to proceed, at the publick expense, to Philadel- 
phia, and there, through you, to lay their proposals before 
Congress, or a Committee of Congress, to whose attention 
I beg leave to recommend them, and the important busi- 
ness they come upon. 

I am, &c, George Washington. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress. 

P. S. I have given these gentlemen reason to expect 
that they can get back to the Capes as commodiously and 
speedily from Philadelphia as they could from Providence, 
in which I should be very sorry if they were disappointed. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OE CONGRESS. 
[Read December 23, 1775.] 

Cambridge, December 14, 1775. 
Sir: I received your favour of the 2d instant, with the 
several resolves of Congress therein enclosed. The re- 
solves relative to captures made by Continental armed ves- 
sels, only want a court established for trial to make them 
complete. This, I hope, will be soon done, as I have taken 
the liberty to urge it often to the Congress. 1 am some- 
what at a loss to know whether I am to raise the two bat- 
talions of marines here or not. As the delay can be 
attended with but little inconvenience, I will wait a further 
explanation from Congress, before I take any steps there- 
on. 1 am much pleased that the money will be forwarded 
with all possible expedition, as it is much wanting; also, 
that Connolly aud his associates are taken ; it has been a 
very fortunate discovery. I make no doubt but that the 
Congress will take every necessary measure to dispossess 
Lord Dunmore of his hold in Virginia. The sooner steps 
are taken for that purpose, the more probability there will 
be of their being effectual. 

Mr. William Aspenwall and Mv. Lemuel Hay ward were 
appointed surgeons at Roxbury, in the first formation of the 
army. They were confirmed by Dr. Church, who pro- 
mised them to write to the Congress in their behalf. They 
applied to me during his confinement here, at a time that I 
had notice of Dr. Morgan's appointment. I referred them 
to his arrival, and enclosed you have his sentiments rela- 
tive to them ; also of Dr. Rand, surgeon to the small-pox 
hospital, and his mate. I have to remark to you that 
when we had some time past got the better of the small- 
pox, Dr. Rand applied to me for a continuance of him in 
that department, which, from a principle of not multiply- 
ing officers, I declined. He is at present wanting, and says 
that by only attending occasionally, he loses his country 
practice — of course his livelihood. You will please to lay 
these matters before Congress for their consideration. 

I was happy enough to anticipate the desire of Congress 
respecting Mr. Crafts and Mr. Trott. They both declined. 
The latter did not choose to serve. The former's ambi- 
tion was not fully gratified by the offer made to him of a 
Majority, and higher rank must have turned out Colonel 
Burbeck or Major Mason, who had served in those charac- 
ters in that regiment to acceptation. I hope Col. Knox will 
soon finish the business he is upon, and appear here to take 
the honourable command conferred on him by the Congress. 
1 will make application to General Howe, and propose an 
exchange for Mr. Ethan Allen. I am much afraid I shall 
have a like proposal to make for Captain Martindale, of 
the armed brigantine Washington, and his men, who, it is 
reported, were taken a few days past by a man-of-war, and 
carried into Boston. We cannot expect to be always suc- 
cessful. 

You will doubtless hear of the barbarity of Captain 
Wallace, on Conanicut Island, ere this reaches your hands. 
About one hundred and fifty more of the poor inhabitants 
are come out of Boston. The small-pox rages all over the 
town. Such of the military as had it not before, are now 
under inoculation. This, I apprehend, is a weapon of de- 
fence they are using against us. What confirms me in this 
opinion is, that I have information that they are tearing up, 
the pavement, to be provided against a bombardment. L 
wrote you this day by Messieurs Penet and De Tliarne, 
who will lay before the Congress, or a committee thereof, 
proposals for furnishing the Continent with arms and am- 
munition. I refer you to themselves for further particu- 
lars. 
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I have the honour to be, sir, your most humble and obe- 
dient servant, George Washington. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



DOCTOR MORGAN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

General Hospital, December 12, 1775. 

Sir : In pursuance of your Excellency's command, I 
have carefully inquired into the state of the General Hos- 
pital, and of the sick in each house, and do find that the 
number set down in the last weekly return, made to me 
from the surgeons of the hospital, amounts to six hundred 
and seventy-six ; but they have sometimes amounted to 
near fifteen hundred, of which the proportion at Roxbury 
is about one-third ; and on an average their returns have 
generally proved to be nearly in that proportion. And 
whereas, from the great number of troops stationed at Rox- 
bury, and its being so remote from Cambridge, it is abso- 
lutely necessary to have houses there for the reception and 
care of the sick, and to have "stores and proper officers for 
the same; and on further consideration of the merits and 
services of William AspenwaU and Lemuel Hayward, in 
establishing houses for that purpose, and their care, atten- 
tion, and skill, manifested as surgeons ever since the army 
has been established, as well as the expediency of retain- 
ing gentlemen of their abilities and good character in the 
hospital, and the particular advantage of their being sta- 
tioned at Roxbury, in case of action in that quarter, (the 
mates of the hospital, in general, being not yet sufficiently 
qualified for a trust of that importance, without the direc- 
tion of a superior; and the four surgeons, already appoint- 
ed by Dr. Church, being fully employed, in times of pre- 
vailing sickness, at Cambridge, and will be all wanted there 
in case of a genera] action,) I would beg leave to recom- 
mend that Mr. AspenwaU and Mr. Hayward may still be 
kept in pay as additional surgeons in the General Hospital, 
so long as circumstances require, with liberty to draw on 
this hospital for the necessary supplies of instruments, 
medicines, &ic. And whereas the small-pox hath made its 
appearance at several times in the army, and a number of 
persons have been lately sent out of Boston, and landed at 
Point- Shirley, with the small-pox on them, it is highly 
expedient to fix on a proper place for conveying such per- 
sons to, as may have the small-pox, with suitable conve- 
niences to prevent its spreading, and to have a surgeon 
and mate of experience kept there continually, whose sole 
business shall be restricted to the taking care of the sol- 
diers, and other persons that may have the small-pox, and 
be sent thither to prevent its spreading. And whereas Dr. 
Isaac Rand has hitherto been employed as surgeon, and 
Mr. Lyon as his mate, to take care of the small-pox pa- 
tients, who are willing to remain in that department, I do- 
further recommend that they may be continued in pay as 
surgeon and mate for the service, so long as occasion re- 
quires, with liberty to draw on the General Hospital for 
necessary supplies. 

With all dutiful submission, I remain your Excellency's 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

John Morgan. 
His Excellency General Washington. 

ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 12, 1775. 

(Parole, Effingham.) (Countersign, Fuller.) 

The honourable the Continental Congress having been 
pleased to appoint Henry Knox, Esquire, Colonel of the 
Regiment of Artillery, upon the new establishment, he is 
to be obeyed as such. The Colonels or commanding offi- 
cers of the five Connecticut regiments, upon the new estab- 
lishment, to deliver to the Adjutant-General to-morrow, at 
orderly time, an exact list of the commissioned officers of 
their respective corps, together with a return of the men 
they have each of them inlisted for the above regiments, 
as an express is immediately to set out to Governour Trum- 
bull, who has demanded the same, to lay them before the 
Assembly of the Colony. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 13, 1775. 

(Parole, Camden.) (Coumersigi], Chatham.) 

The Major-Generals are to order the militia companies 
to be joined to the different brigades and regiments in their 



respective divisions, in such a manner as to supply the de- 
ficiency of the Connecticut troops, and to prevent disorder 
and confusion in case we should be called to action, and 
make a report thereof as soon as it is done. As the com- 
panies have an inclination to join particular regiments, the 
General has no objection to it in every instance where it 
can be done consistent with the good of the service, and 
the allotment to the different encampments. The Adju- 
tants of every regiment, to which any of these companies 
are joined, are to acquaint them with all general and bri- 
gade orders, that they may not unknowingly disobey them. 
The Colonels of the several regiments, upon the new 
establishment, may respectively apply to the Commissary 
of the Ordnance Stores for seventy-five stand of arms, late- 
ly taken in the store-ship from London. These arms the 
Colonels will be careful to put into the hands of the soldiers 
most approved for their care and bravery, and such only as 
are inlisted for the next campaign; exact lists of their 
names to be returned to the respective Colonels. The car- 
bines taken in the said ship are not to be delivered without 
especial orders. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Cambridge, December 14, 1775. 

Sir: Tour favour of the 11th inst., was handed me by 
the two French gentlemen, Messrs. Penet and De Pliarne, 
for which I am exceedingly obliged to you. I have heard 
their proposals and plan for supplying the Continent 
with arms and ammunition, which appear plausible, and to 
promise success. But not thinking myself authorized to 
enter into any contract respecting the same, and being not 
fully acquainted with the measures Congress have adopted 
for procuring these articles, I have prevailed upon them to 
go to Philadelphia, and recommended them, and the con- 
sideration of their plan, to that body, where the matter will 
be finally agreed upon or rejected. 

I must request the favour of you to furnish every neces- 
sary for accommodating them, and carriages, with all ex- 
pedition, for carrying them as far as Governour Trum- 
bull's. They are to travel at the Continental expense ; 
and whatever charge you may be at on their account, 
you will be pleased to transmit to me, and it shall be im- 
mediately reimbursed. 

Yours, Sic, George Washington. 

To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island. 



WILLIAM BARTLETT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Beverly, December 14, 1775. 

Sir : I now forward to your Excellency, by the bearer, 
three casks of porter, purchased of Capt. Hunter ; one bar- 
rel of lemons, of what was remaining sound out of the ship 
Concord; one box of pickles; one keg of sweetmeats; one 
box of wine ; two cases of wine ; one barrel of tea and loaf 
sugar ; one box of oranges, being all the sound ones on 
board the brig Hannah. The oranges being directed to his 
Excellency General Gage, hope they will be the more ac- 
ceptable to his Excellency General Washington. The box 
of sweetmeats being all I can find at present on board, 
when she is unloaded, if there should be any more found, 
shall forward them to your Excellency. There is on board 
the brig Hannah a number of casks of lemons and limes, 
being almost all perished — therefore shall sell them, next 
Monday, at publick auction, if no counter orders are re- 
ceived from your Excellency; four loaves of sugar out of 
ship Jenny, being all there was on board. Hope these 
will arrive safe, and clear from frost; and am, with 
the greatest respect, your Excellency's most obedient, 

humble servant, Txr „ 

William Bartlett. 

To his Excellency General Washington. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO COLONEL WENTWORTH. 

Cambridge, December 14, 1775. 
Sir: I see by your favour of the 3d December, that 
mine to you of the 1st had not then reached your hands. 
I then desired you would dispose of the cargo by the Rain- 
bow; also the sloop, if a tolerable price could be got for 
her. If this last is not done ere this reaches your hands, 
you must defer if until further orders. - 
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The two vessels sent into Winter Harbour were very 
unjustly taken, and are delivered up to their respective 
owners. 

Captain Adams has his complement of men made up. 
Please to make my compliments to Mr. King; tell him I 
will be much obliged to him for the invoice of flour by first 
private hand. 

Captain Manly has been very successful since I last 
wrote you, having taken three more valuable prizes. I 
wish the commanders of the rest of our little fleet were as 
active; if they were, we could conquer our enemies with- 
out loss of blood. I am, &tc, 

Stephen Motlan. 

To Colonel Joshua Wentworth, Portsmouth. 



said Major Rogers, be permitted to pass where his busi- 
ness may lead him, without any hindrance or molestation. 
" Extract from the minutes of the Committee of Safety. 

"(Signed) William Govett, Sec. 

"Philadelphia, September 23, 1775." 

" In Provincial Congress at New- York, October 5, 1775. 

" The above certificate was read in Provincial Congress 
at New-York. 

"(Signed) Nathaniel Woodhull, Pres't." 



MAJOR ROBERT ROGERS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Medford, (Porter's Tavern,) December 14, 1775. 
Sir: I sailed from Gravesend the 4th of June last, in a 
merchant ship, bound to Baltimore, in Maryland, which 
was, at the time I came away, the nighest passage I could 
get to Philadelphia, where I waited on the gentlemen that 
compose the Continental Congress, in order to obtain their 
permit to settle my private affairs, being much encumbered 
with debts, chiefly contracted in the Province of New- 
York; in which settlement my brother, Colonel James 
Rogers, (who lives in the Province of New- York, about 
twenty miles west of Connecticut river,) was deeply con- 
cerned, being bound for me in several sums of money, 
which made it necessary for me to visit him in my way 
home, and for that purpose came by the way of Neiv-York 
and Albany, to my brother's, and from thence to Ports- 
mouth, to my wife and family, (a pleasure long wished for,) 
having been six years in Europe. 

I have taken the earliest opportunity that would permit 
to come to this town, (where I arrived this morning,) in 
order to lay before your Excellency the passport I received 
at Philadelphia, from the Committee of Safety there, a 
copy of which is transmitted at the bottom of this letter, 
together with the minutes made thereon by the Commit- 
tees of Safety at New-York and New-Hampshire. I do 
sincerely entreat your Excellency for a continuance of that 
permission for me to go unmolested where my private bu- 
siness may call me, as it will take some months from this 
time to settle with all my creditors. 

I have leave to retire on my half-pay, and never expect to 
be called into the service again. I love North- America ; 
it is my native country, and that of my family, and I intend 
to spend the evening of my days in it. 

I should be glad to pay you my respects personally, but 
have thought it prudent to first write you this letter, and 
shall wait at this place for your Excellency's commands. 

I am, sir, your Excellency's most obedient and most 
humble servant, Robert RoGEBSj Majm . m 

To his Excellency General Washington. 

The following is a copy of the aforesaid Permit, and the 
Certificates relative thereto, viz: 

" I, Robert Rogers, Major, on half-pay in His Majesty's 
army, a prisoner in the custody of the Committee of Safe- 
ty for the Province of Pennsylvania, and being kindly 
treated and protected by them, and enlarged on parole, do 
hereby solemnly promise and engage, on the honour of a 
soldier and a gentleman, that I will not bear arms against 
the American United Colonies, in any manner whatever, 
during the present contest between them and Great Bri- 
tain; and that"! will not in that time attempt to give intel- 
ligence to General Gage, the British Minister, or any 
other person or persons, of any matters relative to Ame- 
rica. 

"(Signed) Robert Rogers." 

" Philadelphia, September 23, 1775." 

" These are to certify, to all persons to whom these pre- 
sents may appear, that the above writing is a true copy of 
the parole of honour given by the bearer, Major Robert 
Rogers, to the Committee of Safety for the Province of 
Pennsylvania. 

" It is therefore recommended to such persons, that the 



' Colony of New-Hampshire, in CominiUeo of Safety, 
December 12, 1775. 



I. 

" The within certificate was read and considered, and this 
Committee acquiesce therein. 

"(Signed) Matthew Thornton, Chair'n." 



ADVICES RECEIVED IN ENGLAND, FROM' AMETSlCA, TO DE- 
CEMBER 14, 1775. 
General Howe has barely six thousand effective men 
at Boston. The fortifications begun to be erected from 
water to water, within the Neck of Boston, he has been 
obliged to abandon for want of men sufficient to perform 
the work. 

General Clinton preserves his post at Bunker's Hill.' 
The Provincials have abandoned Ploughed-Hill, but the 
Regulars have not taken possession of it. The situation 
of the troops at Bunker's Hill is truly deplorable ; much 
snow, northeast winds, &c, no fire, poor clothing, salt pro- 
visions, &tc, &c. 

The distress of the troops and people at Boston exceed 
the possibility of description. There are advices in town 
of December 14th ; not a coal ship was then arrived. The 
inhabitants and troops literally starving with cold. They 
had taken the pews out of all the places of worship for 
fuel ; had pulled down empty houses, &c, and were then 
digging up the timber at the wharves for firing; very poor 
clothing, and so scarce of provisions they have been eat- 
ing horse-flesh for some time. 

A difference has broke out between General Howe and 
Admiral Graves, at Boston. General Howe is obliged to 
repair the light-house with his own people ; the Admiral 
refused to have any thing to do with it. 

The distress of the troops and inhabitants in Boston is 
great beyond all possible degree of description. Neither 
vegetables, flour, nor pulse for the inhabitants, and the 
King's stores so very short pone can be spared from them. 
No fuel ; and the winter set in remarkably severe. The 
troops and inhabitants starving for want of provision's and 
fire. Even salt provision is fifteen pence sterling per 
pound. : 

Three coal ships from England, were taken at the 
mouth of the harbour, by the American privateers, as was 
also a vessel with live stock, from Halifax. They board- 
ed another vessel within two miles of the light-house. 

On account of this accumulating distress, the inhabitants 
petitioned General Howe for leave to quit the town. He 
refused. They then petitioned to go out, leaving their 
effects in the town. But he still refused. They consist 
chiefly of the Selectmen and other principal inhabitants, 
and it is thought the General keeps them as security for the 

town. 

The Provincial Generals intend, as soon as the water is 
frozen between Dorchester- Neck and Boston-Neck, to erect 
batteries upon Dorchester-Point. No ships nor floating 
batteries can then annoy them. They waited for the frost, 
otherwise they would have been done long ago. From, 
Dorchester-Point they can command the town of Bjtston. 
The Americans ridicule the folly and ignorance of the 
Ministry, in sending transports to Boston, with troops, 
stores, and provisions, so late in the season, when, as they 
say, the northwest winds alone will prevent four inike from 
ever getting to North- America. 

The American privateers constantly ciuise at the rnouth 
of Boston harbour, and between Cape- Cod, Cape-Ann, 

and Jeff 'ery' s Ledge. „ 

Only four companies of one of the last two regiments 
which were sent had arrived, though the whole sailed to- 
gether. 
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CONNECTICUT ASSEMBLY. 

AnnoRegni Regis Georgii Tertii 16to, 1775. 

At a General Assembly of the Governour and Compa- 
ny of the English Colony of Connecticut, in New-Eng- 
land, in America, holden at New- Haven, in said Colony, 
by special order of the Governour, on Thursday, the 14th 
day of December, Annoque Domini 1775, Present : 

The Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour, the 
Hon. Matthew Griswold, Esq., Deputy Governour, Jabez 
Hamlin, Elisha Sheldon, Jabez Huntington, William Pit- 
kin, Roger Sherman, Abraham Davenport, William Sa- 
muel Johnson, Oliver Wolcott, Samuel Huntington, Es- 
quires, Assistants. 

Representatives or Deputies of the Freemen of the 
several Towns are as follows, viz : 

Hartford : Col. John Pitkin, Mr. Benjamin Payne. 

Farming-ton : Colonel Isaac Lee, Colonel Fisher Gay. 

Suffield: Captain Abraham Granger, Captain John 
Harman. 

Colchester : Mr. Daniel Foot, Captain Peter Bulkley. 

East- Winds or: Colonel Erastus Wolcott, Mr. Benoni 
OkoU. 

Weatherspield : Colonel Thomas Belden. 

Symsburv : Mr. Judah Holcomb, Mr. Elisha Graham. 

East-Haddam: Mr. Daniel Brainard, Mr. Jabez Chap- 
man. 

Stafford : Captain Isaac Pinney, Captain Samuel Da- 
vis. 

Haddam : Captain Joseph Brooks, Mr. Joseph Smith. 

Hebron: Captain Benjamin Buell, Mr. Samuel Gilbert. 

Willington : Major Elijah Fenton. 

Bolton : Mr. Benjamin Trumbull, Mr. Seth King. 

Tolland: Mr. Ichabod Greggs, Captain James Cham- 
ber lin. 

Enfield : Major Nathaniel Terry, Mr. Nathaniel Cha- 
pin. 

Somers : Mr. Hezekiah Spencer. 

Middletown ; Mr. Titus Hosmer, Dr. John Dickenson. 

Windsor : Major Roger Newbury, Captain Henry Allyn. 

Glastenbury : Captain Jonathan Wells, Mr. Abijah Ho- 
lister. 

Chatham: (None.) 

New-Haven : Mr. Samuel Bishop, Colonel Jonathan 
Fitch. 

Durham : Colonel James Wadsworth, Mr. Daniel Hall. 

Wallingford : Mr- Samuel Beach, Mr. Oliver Stanly. 

Waterbury : Mr. Joseph Hopkins, Captain Ezra Brun- 
son. 

Milford : Mr, Ephraim Strong, Mr. Isaac Miles. 

Guilford : Mr. John Burgess, Mr. Samuel Brown. 

Derby : Captain John Hotbrook. 

Branford : Captain Russell, Mr. Daniel Page. 

New- London: Mr. Richard Law, Mr. William Hill- 
house. 

Norwich : Mr. Benjamin Huntington. 

Killingworth : Mr. Hezekiah Lane. 

Saybrook : Captain Benjamin Williams, Captain Justus 
Buck. 

Lyme : Major Samuel Selden, Mr. John Lay, 2d. 

Stonington : Mr. Nathaniel Minor. 

Groton: Mr. Thomas Mumford, Mr. Nathan Gallop. 

Preston: Captain William Witter, Captain Joseph Ty- 
ler. 

Fairfield: Mr. Jonathan Sturgess, Mr. Thaddeus 
Burr. 

Stratford : Captain Robert Fairchild, Captain Ichabod 
Lewis. 

Norwalk: Colonel Thomas Fitch, Doctor Thaddeus 
Beits. _ 

Stamfortt : Mr. Benjamin Weed, Mr. Thomas Young. 

Greenwicbl: Colonel John Mead. 

Ridgeftet.tj : Mr. Samuel Olmstead, Colonel Philip B. 
Bradley. 

Danburt : Captain Daniel Sta7-r. 

New-Fairfield : Mr. Alexander Stewart, Captain Dan. 
Towner, 

Redding : Mr, William Hawley. 

Newtown l Mr. Oliver Tousey, Mr. Daniel Baldwin. 

Windham: Mr._Samuel Webb, Mr. Ebenezer Devotion. 

Lebanon: Colonel William Williams. 



Canterbury: Colonel Jabez Fitch, Captain Benjamin 
Bacon. 

Coventry: Captain Ebenezer Kingsbury, Mr. Jeremiah 
Ripley. 

Plainfield : Mr. Joshua Dunlap. 

Pomfret: Colonel Ebenezer Williams. 

Ashford : Captain Benjamin Sumner, Mr. Ezra Smith. 

Killingly : Mr. Simeon Learned, Mr. Benjamin Lea- 
vins. 

Mansfield : Captain Amariah Williams. 

Woodstock : Captain Elisha Child, Major Samuel Mc- 
Clellan. 

Voluntown : Major James Gordon, Mr. Robert Hunter. 

Litchfield : Mr. Jedediah Strong, Mr. Abraham Brad- 
ley. 

Woodbury : Mr. Daniel Sherman, Capt. Increase Mose- 
ley. 

Torrington: (None.) 

Sharon : Mr. John Canfield, Captain Caleb Jewet. 

Goshen : Colonel Ebenezer Norton, Mr. David Thomp- 
son. 

Canaan: Captain Samuel Forbes, Mr. Asahel Bebee. 

New-Milford: Major Samuel Canfield, Capt. Sherman 
Boardman. 

Cornwall : Mr. Edward Rogers, Mr. John Pearce. 

New-Hartford : Mr. Abel Merrill, Captain Seth Smith. 

Kent : Captain Jethro Hatch, Captain Justus Sackett. 

Harwinton: Mr. Jonah Phelps, Captain John Wilson. 

Westmoreland : (None.) 

Salisbury : Captain Abiel Camp, Captain James Bird. 

William Williams, Esq., Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives; Richard Law, Esq., Clerk. 

An Act for raising and equipping a body of Minute-men, 
to be held in readiness for the better defence of this 
Colony. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the same, That one-fourth part of the Militia of 
this Colony be forthwith selected by voluntary inlistment, 
with as many other able-bodied effective men, not included 
in any militia roll, as are inclined to inlist, to stand in rea- 
diness as Minute-men, for the defence of this and the rest 
of the United Colonies. 

And that such inlistment may be speedily made, Be it 
further enacted, That the Colonels, or chief officers of the 
respective Regiments of Militia in this Colony, shall forth- 
with give orders to the Captains, or chief officers of the 
several military companies in their Regiments, requiring 
them to call their respective companies together, and inlist 
the fourth part of the same as aforesaid, with such other 
able-bodied effective men, not included in any militia roll, 
as shall voluntarily offer themselves; and said Captains, or 
chief officers of said companies, shall Immediately execute 
said orders, and make return of their doings to the Colonels 
or chief officers of the respective Regiments; and thereupon 
the Field-Officers of each Regiment of Militia shall form 
said men into distinct companies, each consisting of about 
sixty-eight rank and file ; which companies shall have liber- 
ty to choose their own officers, to wit : one Captain, two 
Lieutenants, and one Ensign, four Sergeants, one Clerk, 
one Drummer, one Fifer, and four Corporals; and said 
Field-Officers shall lead such companies to the choice of 
their commissioned officers, and make return of their choice, 
with a muster roll of their company, to his Honour the 
Governour ; who, on receipt thereof, is authorized and de- 
sired to commission them accordingly. 

And be it further enacted, That his Honour the Go- 
vernour, with the advice of the Committee appointed to 
assist him in the recess of the General Assembly, be, and 
he is hereby authorized and desired, to form said com- 
panies into distinct Regiments, and specially appoint and 
empower such of the Field-Officers of the Regiments 
of Militia for the time being to take command of such 
new-formed Regiments as he shall think proper and expe- 
dient. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That such officers and soldiers shall completely equip 
themselves with arms and ammunition, according to law; 
and also provide themselves with a good bayonet and knap- 
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sack, for which they shall be allowed and paid each one the 
sum of eight shillings, out of the Colony Treasury; and 
the Captain of each of said inlisted companies shall pro- 
vide a drum and a fife for the use of his company, for which 
he shall be paid out of the Colony Treasury, and at the 
expiration of their service, shall secure the same for the 
use of this Colony. 

And be it further enacted, That the Companies raised 
and formed as aforesaid, shall be called out by their chief 
officers, and meet one half day in each fortnight, the three 
summer months only excepted, either in whole or in such 
divisions, not exceeding four in number, as the commission- 
ed officers shall direct, for military exercise, and shall be 
subject to the same penalties for absence or misbehaviour 
as the militia by law are already subject to; which penal- 
ties shall be collected by warrant from the chief officers, 
and applied to the use and benefit of said company ; and 
the said officers and soldiers shall be allowed and paid out 
of the publick Treasury for each half day they shall meet 
and exercise as aforesaid : a Captain, three shillings; a 
Lieutenant, two shillings; an Ensign, one shilling and six- 
pence; a Sergeant and Clerk, one shilling and three-pence 
each ; and each Corporal, Fifer, Drummer, and Private 
Soldier, one shilling. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the officers and soldiers of the Regiments and Com- 
panies raised and formed as aforesaid, shall hold themselves 
in constant readiness, to march on the shortest notice, for 
the defence of this or any other of the United Colonies, in 
obedience to the orders of the Captain-General of this 
Colony, or other their superior officers ; and when they 
are called out into actual service shall have and receive 
like wages and billeting allowance, and be subject to the 
same laws and regulations, as those to which the officers 
and soldiers already raised and inlisted for the defence of 
this Colony, by order of the General Assembly, are enti- 
tled or subjected. 

And be it further enacted, That the Regiments and 
Companies raised and formed as aforesaid, shall be ex- 
empted from military duty in any other Regiment or Com- 
pany, and shall continue to be held under the aforesaid 
regulations during the pleasure of the General Assembly, 
not exceeding twelve months from and after the first day 
of January next, and shall then be disbanded, and returned 
into the Regiments and Companies of Militia to which they 
respectively belong, and be again subject to military duty 
therein, said inlistment notwithstanding : Always provided, 
That no officer or soldier inlisted and liable to do duty as 
aforesaid, shall be inlisted to have or receive the sum or 
sums granted to said officers and soldiers for their service 
as aforesaid, until he or they shall completely arm them- 
selves as is hereinbefore directed and ordered, any thing 
herein contained notwithstanding. 

And it is further provided, The provisions of this act 
shall not extend to include or affect the Twenty-fourth Re- 
giment of Militia in this Colony. 

An Act for encouraging the Manufactures of Saltpetre 
and Gunpowder. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the same, There shall be given and paid out of the 
Colony Treasury, a premium or bounty of ten pounds for 
every hundred pounds weight of good and merchantable 
Saltpetre or Nitre that shall be made and manufactured in 
this Colony, between the 1st day of June, 1776, and the 1st 
day of January, 1777, and so in proportion for a greater 
or a lesser quantity : Always provided, That in case any 
proprietor of Saltpetre Works or manufacturers of Saltpe- 
tre, shall, upon application and request made to him by any 
person or persons, neglect or refuse to communicate a full 
account of the materials out of which, and the process by 
which such Saltpetre or Nitre is made, such proprietor or 
manufacturer shall not be entitled to have or receive the 
aforesaid bounty or premium for any Saltpetre or Nitre he 
shall make, any thing herein contained notwithstanding. 

Be it further enacted, That a suitable number of In- 
spectors of Saltpetre or Nitre be appointed by the General 
Assembly, and that the claimants of the premium or bounty 
given by this or any former act for the manufacture of Salt- 



petre or Nitre, shall procure the Saltpetre or Nitre by them 
made to be inspected by one or more of said Inspectors, 
and shall also make oath before such Inspector, which oath 
such Inspector is hereby enabled to administer, that such 
Saltpetre or Nitre was made and manufactured in such Colo- 
ny, out of materials collected therein by him or them, or for 
his or their account, and that no other certificate hath been 
had or given for the same ; and thereupon said Inspector 
shall give to the claimant or claimants a certificate of the 
quantity and quality of such Saltpetre or Nitre, and that 
proof hath been made as aforesaid, that the same was manar 
factured in this Colony by such claimant or claimants ; which 
certificate being laid before the Committee of the Pay-Ta- 
ble, they shall draw an order on the Colony Treasurer, to 
pay such claimant or claimants the amount of the aforesaid 
bounty or premium on such Nitre or Saltpetre, out of the 
Colony Treasury, and charge the same to the Colony's ac- 
count, who shall accept and pay such order accordingly. 

Be it also enacted, That every town in this Colony, 
which hath and doth send Representatives to the General 
Assembly, in which Saltpetre or Nitre works are not or 
shall not be erected, and the manufacture of Saltpetre is 
not or shall not be carried on by some person or persons, 
shall be and are hereby enjoined as soon as may be, to 
erect one set of such works, and carry on the manufacture 
of Nitre or Saltpetre in the same ; and that it shall be the 
duty of the Selectmen of each town in this Colony, and 
they are hereby authorized and enjoined at the expense, 
and for the benefit of said town to cause such works to be 
erected, and said manufacture to be carried on in the sanre 
accordingly. 

Be it also enacted, That no Saltpetre, Nitre, or Gun- 
powder, made and manufactured, or that shall be made and 
manufactured in this Colony, shall be exported out of the 
same by land or water, without the license of the General 
Assembly, or his Honour the Governour and Committee 
of Safety, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every 
hundred weight of such Saltpetre, Nitre, or Gunpowder, 
and proportionably for a greater or lesser quantity, so with- 
out license exported ; to be recovered by bill, plaint, or in- 
formation, in any court of record in this Colony by law 
proper to take cognizance thereof. 

And whereas it is necessary fhat two Powder-Mills be 
immediately erected in this Colony, for manufacturing 
Gunpowder: Be it farther, enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That a bounty or premium of thirty pounds shall be 
paid out of the Colony Treasury, to the person or persons 
who shall erect the first Powder-Mill in this Colony, and 
shall make and manufacture therein five Tiundred pounds 
weight of good and merchantable Gunpowder; also, that a 
bounty or premium of thirty pounds shall be paid out of 
the Colony Treasury, to the person or persons who shall 
erect the second Powder-Mill in this Colony, and make or 
manufacture therein five hundred pounds weight of good 
and merchantable Gunpowder. 

Be it further enacted, That the Inspector or Inspectors, 
who shall inspect and give a certificate for any quantity of 
Saltpetre as before directed, sliall purchase and receive 
such Saltpetre for the Colony's use and benefit, and give 
his or their receipt therefor to the claimant or claimants, 
who shall be paid therefor out ortheTJolony Treasury, at 
such price as the General Assembly shall ascertain and 
affix. L " 

And whereas it is expedient that Powder-Mills should 
be so situated as to accommodate the publick in the best 
manner : Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That no Powder-Mill shall be erected in this Colony, for 
the manufacture of Gunpowder, without the license of the 
General Assembly, or, in their recess, of the Governour 
and Council, first had and obtained, under the penalty of 
thirty pounds for every such offence, to be recovered as 
the other foregoing penalties in this act are directed to be 
recovered. 



An Act for restraining and punishing Persons who are 
inimical to the Liberties of this and the rest of the 
United Colonies, and' for directing proceedings 
therein. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the autho- 
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rity of the same, That if any person within this Colony 
shall directly or indirectly supply the Ministerial Army or 
Navy with Provisions, Military or Naval Stores, or shall 
give any intelligence to the officers, soldiers, or mariners, 
belongin£ to the said Array or Navy, or shall inlist or pro- 
cure any oilier to inlist into the service of said Army or 
Navy, or shall take up arms against this or either of the 
United Colonies, or shall undertake to pilot any of the 
vessels belonging to said Navy, or in any other way shall 
afd or" assist them, and be thereof duly convicted before 
the Superior Court, shall forfeit all his estate ; which shall 
pe accordingly seized by order of the said court, for the 
use oT this .Colony ; and such person shall be further pun- 
ished by imprisonment in any of the jails in this Colony, 
at the direction of said court, for a term not exceeding 
three years. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if any person, by writing or speaking, or by any overt 
act, shall libel or defame any of the resolves of the hon- 
ourable Congress of the United Colonies, or the acts and 
proceedings of the General Assembly of this Colony, made, 
or which hereafter shall be made, for the defence or security 
of the rights and privileges of the people, and be thereof 
duly convicted before the Superior Court, shall be dis- 
armed, and not allowed to have or keep any arms, and 
rendered incapable to hold or serve in any office, civil or 
military, and shall be further punished either by fine, im- 
prisonment or disfranchisement, or find security of the peace, 
and good "behaviour, as said court shall order, and shall 
pay the cost of prosecution. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That on complaint being made to the civil authority, Se- 
lectmen, and Committee of Inspection, of the respective 
towns in this Colony, against any person or persons dwel- 
ling or residing in such town, or any adjoining town, in the 
same County where there is not a Committee of Inspec- 
tion, that he or they are inimical to the liberties of this 
Colony, and the other United Colonies in America, it shall 
be the duty of such civil authority, Selectmen, and Com- 
mittee, to cause every such person or persons to appear 
before them to be examined ; and if on examination they 
shall not be able to satisfy the said authority, Selectmen 
and Committee, or the major part of them, that they are 
not inimical to this or the other United American Colonies, 
then such person or persons shall be by order of such au- 
thority, Selectmen, and Committee, or the major part of 
them, disarmed, and not allowed to have or keep any arms, 
until they shall satisfy said authority, Selectmen, and Com- 
mittee, or the major part of them, that such person or per- 
sons are friendly to this and the other United Colonies. 

And for the more effectual carrying into execution this 
act, according to the true intent and meaning thereof, Be 
it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when 
any person shall be duly convicted and ordered to be dis- 
armed as aforesaid, the Superior Court, or civil authori- 
ty, Selectmen, and Committee aforesaid, as the case may 
happen, are hereby empowered and fully authorized to 
issue a warrant, signed by the Clerk of the Superior 
Court, or by one or more of the said civil authority, direct- 
ed to the Sheriff of the County, his Deputy, or to the 
Constables of the town wherein such person or persons 
dwell, directing and ordering said officer forthwith to dis- 
arm such person or persons ; and in case he or they shall 
refuse to resign up his or their arms, said officer by and 
with the advice of any one Assistant, and Justice of the 
Peace, or two Justices, is hereby authorized to raise the 
Militia of the County, or so many of them as they shall 
judge needful for the purpose of carrying into execution 
such warrant ; and all military officers and soldiers being 
duly required, who shall neglect or refuse to obey the 
command of such Sheriff, his Deputy, or Constable, shall 
be subject to the same penalty as by law is provided for 
commissioned officers and soldiers who refuse to obey the 
Sheriff in the execution of his office. And all informing 
officers are directed to inquire after, and due presentment 
make, of all the breaches of the foregoing paragraph of this 
act. 

And l>ejt further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That on information being made to any of the County 
Courts within this Colony, by. the Selectmen of any towns, 
or the major part of them, that there are real estates in 



such town belonging to any person or persons, who have, 
since the making of this act, put, or shall continue to hold 
and screen themselves under the protection of the Minis- 
terial Army, or have aided or assisted in carrying into exe- 
cution the present Ministerial measures against America, 
such County Court within the County where such estate 
lieth, are hereby authorized and empowered to issue a war- 
rant to attach such estate ; an attested copy thereof with 
the officer's doings thereon, shall be left at the last usual 
place of abode of such person or persons, if within this 
Colony, at least twelve days before the sitting of the next 
County Court in such County ; and if on inquiry by said 
court said information shall be found true, said court are 
directed to order said estate so attached to be held under 
the care of such person or persons as said court shall ap- 
point, who shall improve said estate or estates for the use 
of this Colony, and be accountable for the rents and pro- 
fits thereof. 

Whereas this Assembly, in May, ] 769, did establish and 
order that the military exercise called the Norfolk Militia 
Exercise, should be used and practised hy the Militia of 
this Colony for the future: And whereas the Continental 
Army have adopted the military exercise usually called the 
Manual Exercise, as ordered by His Majesty in the year 
1764, which is esteemed preferable in many respects to the 
said Norfolk Militia Exercise, for the purpose of prepa- 
ring the soldiery for real service : 

Resolved by this Assembly, That for the future the 
military exercise, called the Manual Exercise, ordered by 
His Majesty in 1764, shall be observed and practised by 
the Militia in this Colony; and that the Colonels, or chief 
commanding officer of the respective Regiments in this 
Colony, do give orders to the commanding officers of each 
Military Company under their command, that they conform 
themselves thereto, as soon as conveniently may be, any 
law or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. 

An Act in addition to a Law of this Colony, entitled An 
Act for the punishment of Deserters. 
Be it enacted by the Governour and Council, and Re- 
presentatives in General Court assembled, and by the au- 
thority of the same, That if any Soldier or Mariner, regu- 
larly inlisted into, taken, or retained in the service of this 
Colony, or of this and the rest of the United Colonies, who 
shall depart without license of his commander, or that shall 
desert said service, and shall escape into, or be within this 
Colony, it shall be the duty of any and every person that 
shall be made acquainted therewith, and especially of the 
Constables and Grand Jurors in the several towns in this 
Colony, immediately to give notice thereof to the next 
Assistant or Justice of the Peace, who shall, by proper 
warrant under his hand, cause such person forthwith to be 
apprehended and committed to the common jail of the 
County where he shall be taken, and there be secured till 
he can be returned to his said commander. That if any 
person shall harbour or conceal any such deserter within 
this Colony, knowing him to be such, such person shall 
forfeit and pay to the Treasurer of this Colony, a sum not 
exceeding fifteen pounds, at the discretion of the court 
that shall have cognizance thereof, or imprisoned not ex- 
ceeding two months, at the discretion of said court, and, 
that every person that shall be guilty of any breach of this 
act, shall be informed against by the same officers, prose- 
cuted in the same manner, and tried before the same court 
mentioned in said law. 

Whereas the Non-commissioned Officers and Soldiers 
belonging to this Colony, who have been employed for the 
year past in the Continental Armies, stand liable and 
obliged by law to pay taxes for their respective polls, yet, 
considering the fatigues and importance of the service, 
and being desirous to encourage the future service, and to 
show some gratuitous token of approbation to those who 
have behaved well and served out faithfully the stipulated 
time by them entered into: 

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council, and 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That those Non-commissioned Offi- 
cers and Soldiers, who have faithfully discharged their re- 
spective duties as soldiers during the campaign that is past, 
shall be exempted from paying any taxes arising on their 
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respective polls, in the list given in for the year 1775, and 
that those who have already inlisted, or shall hereafter 
inlist into the Continental Army for the ensuing campaign, 
shall be exempted from paying taxes on their polls in the 
list to be given in for the year 1776 ; and that the persons 
of such as shall so inlist, or have already inlisted, be ex- 
empted from arrest for debt until the terra of their service 
is expired. 

An Act empowering the Commander -in- Chief of the Con- 
tinental Army, or Officers commanding a Detachment, 
or Out-posts, fyc, to administer an Oath. 

Be it enacted by the Governour,' Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the same, That the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army, raised or to be raised by this and the rest of the 
United Colonies, or any officer in the service of the said 
United Colonies, commanding any detachment or out-post, 
shall have power and authority to administer an oath, and 
swear Tmy person or persons to the truth of any informa- 
tion or intelligence, or any other matter relative to the 
publick service. 

An Act for altering and further ascertaining the Bounds 
and Limits of the Town of Westmoreland, in this 
Colony. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the same, That the Town of Westmoreland, in this 
Colony, shall be bounded east by the River Delaware, 
south by a line of latitude just forty-one degrees north from 
the Equator, and extend west on said line to the termina- 
tion of fifteen English miles west of the East Branch of the 
River Sasquehannah ; from thence to run northerly a 
straight line to the Forks of the River Tioga, and conti- 
nuing the same course to the north line of this Colony, 
which shall be the west line of said Town and of the County 
of Litchfield ; and said Town is bounded north by the north 
line of this Colony, as described in the Charter from King 



to attend, shall on the first day of January next after their 
being elected as aforesaid, attend said Congress, if then sit- 
ting; always provided, that if it shall so happen that said 
new chosen Delegates shall not arrive at the place where 
said Congress be then sitting, that the Delegates then at- 
tending at said Congress in behalf of this Colony, do con- 
tinue to sit and act until said new elected Delegates shall 
arrive and take their seals in said Congress. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Selectmen for the 
time being of each Town in this Colony be, and they are 
hereby appointed Inspectors of Nitre and Saltpetre made 
and manufactured in this Colony, with all the power and au- 
thority given to Inspectors of Saltpetre, in and by an act of 
this Assembly, intituled An act for encouraging the manu- 
factures of Saltpetre and Gunpowder; which Saltpetre or 
Nitre shall, from time to time, be delivered to such person 
or persons as his Honour the Governour ; and Committee of 
Safety shall appoint to receive the same, and cause it to be 
manufactured into Powder for the use of the Colony. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Mr. Titus IJosmer, 
Mr. Ephraim Strong, Captain John Holbrooh, Colonel 
Jabez Hamlin, and Doctor John Dickerson, be a Commit- 
tee to examine where any mines or mineral substances con- 
taining Sulphur may be found within this Colony, and pro- 
cure proper experienced workmen to separate the Sulphur 
from its ore, and make experiments on such ores, as to be 
able to form a judgment what will be the expense of ma- 
nufacturing Sulphur, and whether it will be practicable to 
carry on that manufacture to any advantage, and make 
report to the next session of the General Assembly, or to 
his Honour the Governour, in case they shall be prepared 
to make a report before such session of the Assembly; and 
in case report shall be made by said Committee to the Go- 
vernour, his Honour the Governour, with the advice of his 
Council of Safety, is empowered to give orders to such 
Committee to proceed in manufacturing Sulphur for the 
use and at the expense of this Colony, and to empower 
said Committee to receive of the Treasurer such sums of 
money as shall by them be judged necessary to be used 
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A. D. 1662. And whereas part of the land contained in 
said Charter to this Colony is claimed by the Proprietors 
of the Colony of Pennsylvania, by virtue of a grant from 
King Charles the Second, made subsequent to the grant to 
the Governour and Company of this Colony, and a number 
of persons are settled on part of said lauds under said 
claim, and also numbers of persons are settled on other 
parts of said disputed territory, under the title of this Co- 
lony, which are - included within said Town of Westmore- 
land, and in order to preserve the peace of said inhabitants 
and harmony and friendship between the Colonies, pursu- 
ant to the advice of the honourable Congress of the United 
Colonies, until the controversy concerning the title of said 
lands can be settled and determined, either by an amicable 
agreement or some competent judicature : 

It is resolved by this Assembly, That all the present in- 
habitants on said disputed territory shall remain quiet in 
their present possessions, without molestation from any per- 
son or persons under the jurisdiction of this Colony, pro- 
vided they behave themselves peaceably towards the inha- 
bitants settled under the claims of this Colony, and 
provided the persons belonging to this Colony who have 
been lately apprehended on said lands by some of the peo- 
ple of Pennsylvania, be released, and all the effects, as 
well of those who have been already released, as those 
now in custody, be restored to them ; and all persons are 
hereby strictly forbid making any further settlements on 
said lands, without special licence from this Assembly, or 
giving any interruption or disturbance to any persons al- 
ready settled thereon ; this temporary provision to remain 
in force during the pleasure of this Assembly, and shall not 
affect or prejudice the legal title of this Colony, or of any 
particular persons to any of said lands in company. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That, for the future, the De- 
legates of this Colony who shall be appointed to attend the 
General Congress of the United Colonies of America shall 
be annually chosen by this Assembly at their session in 
October, and such of said Delegates who shall be directed 
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Resolved, That the Brigantine owned by Captain John 
Greggs be purchased for the use of this Colony, to be 
fitted and improved as an Armed Vessel for the defence 
thereof; and that Colonel David Waterbury be a Com- 
mittee to purchase said Brigantine and appurtenances, at a 
price not exceeding one thousand pounds, taking an inven- 
tory of the appurtenances belonging to said Brigantine, 
and a bill of sale thereof, to the Governour and Company 
of this Colony; and that he make report thereof to this 
Assembly ; and in case the said Colonel Waterbury shall 
purchase said Brigantine, that with all convenient despatch 
he proceed with her to the Port of New-Haven. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Colonel David Water- 
bury and Captain Isaac Sears be empowered and directed 
to inquire, view, examine, and find out some suitable Ves- 
sel, to be improved for an Armed Vessel in defence of this 
Colony, and what terms such an one may be either pur- 
chased or chartered, with their judgment, estimate, and 
opinion thereon, and report make to this Assembly at their 
present session. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Colonel David Wa- 
terbury and Captain Isaac Sears be a Committee to view 
and examine a certain Brigantine belonging to Captain 
John Greggs, at Greenwich, and find whether said Brig- 
antine, in their opinion and judgment, is fit to be improved 
for an Armed Vessel for defence of this Colony, find the 
terras she may be purchased or chartered, and report ac- 
cordingly. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Troops now sta- 
tioned on the sea-coast of this Colony by order of the Go- 
vernour and Council of Safety be, and they are hereby con- 
tinued for the defence thereof; that the Baitery oTGroton 
be furnished with six Cannon — thirty-two pounders, or in 
lieu thereof, six twenty-four pounders; and that the Bat- 
tery at Stonington be supplied with six Cannon — two 
eighteen and four twelve pounders ; and that the Battery 
at New-Haven be supplied with sixteen Cannon, viz : six 
eighteen, and ten twelve-pounders; and that the Harbour of 
Milford be supplied with six of the Cannon ww at New- 
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Haven, if to be obtained : And it is further resolved by the 
authority aforesaid, That the Governour and his Council 
of Safety be authorized and empowered to supply the Bat- 
teries with said Cannon, and suitable Ammunition, from 
time to time, as tbey shall find necessary and expedient: 
Provided, nevertheless, That the Governour and his Coun- 
cil of Safety be, and they are hereby empowered to aug- 
ment, disband, or discharge any or all of the Troops now 
stationed on the sea-coast, from time to time, and under 
such regulations as they shall judge expedient, any thing 
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Resolved, That Captain Giles Hall, commander of the 
Brigantine Minerva, now in the Colony's service, be di- 
rected, and he is hereby directed and ordered, forthwith to 
deliver to Jonathan Fitch, Esq., at New-Haven, all the 
Guns and warlike Stores now on board said Brigantine ; and 
having so done, he is further directed to dismiss as many 
hands as he shall think proper, reserving a sufficient num- 
ber to sail said Brigantine into Connecticut River, and pro- 
ceed with her with all possible despatch to Rocky-Hill 
and deliver her to the owner, according to charter party ; 
and in case he should be prevented by ice in the river, he 
is to lay said Vessel in the most convenient and safe place, 
and to discharge the hands, reserving only a sufficient 
number to take proper care of said Vessel, and make re- 
turn to his Honour the Governour and Council of War of 
bis proceedings, and make up his Portage Bill and Muster- 
roll, and lay the same before the Committee of Pay-Table 
for adjustment and payment. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That one Armed Vessel, in 
addition to those already ordered or provided, and also four 
Row-Gallies, be built or otherwise procured, suitably 
manned, armed, and equipped, for the defence of this and 
the neighbouring Colonies, under the direction of his Hon- 
our the Governour and the Council appointed to assist him 
in the recess of the Assembly, who are hereby authorized 
and fully empowered to perform said service as soon as 
may be. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Colonel of each 
Regiment of Militia in this Colony, excepting the Twenty- 
fourth Regiment, or in his absence the chief officer in the 
Regiment be, and they are hereby ordered and directed as 
soon as may be, or at the time of inlisting Minute-men, to 
cause the Arms and Ammunition of all the Militia under 
their command to be viewed and examined, and take an 
account thereof; and also take an account of the Ammu- 
nition now remaining in the several town stocks in their 
respective Regiments, together with an account of the se- 
veral sorts and quantity of Ammunition that each town 
hath supplied or delivered out of their town stocks for the 
use of the Troops in the Continental service; and also an 
account of the number of Companies and Troops in their 
respective Regiments, with the names of the Commissioned 
Officers, and the number of men in each, and forthwith 
make return thereof to the Captain-General. 

Resolved by this Assembly , That William Samuel John- 
son, Esq., for the Counties of Fairfield and Litchfield; 
Titus Hosmer, Esq., for the County of Hartford; Samuel 
Bishop, Esq., for the County of New-Haven ; and Na- 
thaniel Minor, Esq., for the County of New-London and 
Windham, be appointed, and they are hereby appointed to 
procure a just and well-authenticated account of the hostili- 
ties committed by the Ministerial Troops or Navy, whereby 
any damage has been done to the property of any person 
or persons in this Colony since March last, together with 
the proper evidence of the facts related, the number and 
value of the Vessels, either inward or outward bound, 
which have been seized by them since that period, and as 
near as may be their value, with their Cargoes on board, 
when taken, and make return thereof to his Honour the 
Governour, to enable him to make proper return to the 
Committee of the honourable Continental Congress aaree- 
ably to a Resolution of said Congress. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That a Chaplain be by his 
Honour the Governour appointed to each of the Regi- 
ments from this Colony in the Continental service, who 
shall receive the same wages as have been given to the 
Chaplains in the last campaign ; and, as a further encour- 
agement, this Assembly grants to each of such, Chaplains 
so in future to be employed, the sum of forty shillings per 



month during their continuance in said service, to enable 
them to supply their respective pulpits in their absence. 

Upon the information of Andrew Adams, Esq., Attor- 
ney of our Lord, the King, for the County of Litchfield, 
showing to this Assembly, that Benjamin Kilborn, of 
Litchfield, in said County of Litchfield, who is a Lieute- 
nant in the First Military Company or Train-band in said 
Litchfield, did at said Litchfield, at sundry times between 
the first day of November last and the date of said com- 
plaint, utter and declare that he wished there were ten hun- 
dred thousand Regular Troops now landed in the Colony, 
and that he would immediately join with them in order to 
subdue the Americans, who were in a state of rebellion ; 
that the commanding officer who fired upon the town of 
Falmouth, treated the inhabitants of said town too mildly 
and gently, and much more so than he would have done 
if he had had the command ; that he was determined to 
join the Regulars, and would kill some of. the ...inhabitants 
of said Colony ; and that he, the said Benjamin, has, during 
the whole time aforesaid, publickly affirmed and declared 
that the late oppressive measures of \\\e British Adminis- 
tration respecting America, were constitutional and right, 
and that he would willingly join in enforcing the same, and 
that the conduct of the United Colonies in America were 
unconstitutional and rebellious, &tc, praying advice in the 
premises, as per complaint on file : 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the said Benjamin 
Kilborn be, and he is hereby cashiered of his said office ; 
and the Captain of said Company is hereby directed to 
lead them to the choice of a Lieutenant in the room and 
stead of him, the said Benjamin, and such other Commis- 
sioned Officers as may be wanted, and make return to the 
next session of this Assembly : And it is further resolved, 
That the said complainant be, and he is hereby directed 
to prosecute the said Benjamin Kilborn, in law, for his said 
offences. 

Whereas, upon the Memorial and Representation of the 
Town of Mansfield against Captain Hezekiah Bissell, of 
Windham, preferred to this Assembly at their session in 
October last, it was resolved by said Assembly in October, 
that the Secretary should serve said Bissell with a copy of 
said Memorial or Representation to notify him to appear 
and answer thereto at the next session, &,c, and said Bis- 
sell not being notified as aforesaid for want of time, it is 
now 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Secretary be, and 
he is hereby directed to serve the said Bissell with a copy 
of said Memorial or Representation, and notify him to ap- 
pear before the General Assembly at their session in May 
next, to answer thereto, and also that the Secretary send 
out a citation or summons to the Witnesses to appear be- 
fore the Assembly at their session in May next, to testify 
what they know in support of said Memorial. 

Upon the Memorial of William Pitkin and George 
Pitkin, of Hartford, representing to this Assembly that 
they are owners of a convenient stream and place for erect- 
ing a Mill for manufacturing Gunpowder, about three 
miles east of Connecticut River, in the Town of Hartford, 
praying liberty to erect such Powder-mill, as per Memorial 
on file, 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Memorialists have 
liberty, and license is hereby granted them, to erect such 
Mill, at such place, for the purpose aforesaid. 

Upon the information of Peter Bulkley, Esq., of Col- 
chester, against Henry Champion, Esq., of said Colchester, 
preferred to this Assembly : 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Secretary be, and 
he is hereby directed to cause the said Henry Champion, 
Esq., to be served with a copy of said information, and also 
summon him to appear before the General Assembly at 
their next session, to answer unto said information ; also, 

Resolved, That the said Peter Bulkley, Esq., be, and 
he is hereby directed to procure and bring forward the Wit- 
nesses and other evidence to support and prove the mat- 
ters in his said information alledged and complained of. 

Upon the Memorial of David Hawley, of Stratford, 
showing to tbis Assembly that on the 4th day of September 
last past, he sailed on a voyage to the West-Indies, with a 
small cargo on board, in order to purchase a cargo of Gun- 
powder, if it was possible to obtain it ; if not, then to invest 
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the nett proceeds of his cargo in Salt and Sugar; all pur- 
suant to and in consequence of the advice of the Commit- 
tee of Inspection in the Towns of Fairfield and Stratford, 
and that on Tuesday last he returned from said voyage, and 
that he had been to several of the West-India Islands, and 
that aH that it was in his power to purchase was only one 
hundred weight of Gunpowder, and that with the rest of 
his cargo he purchased thirteen hundred and five bushels of 
Salt, and eighteen hogsheads of Sugar, and made a contract 
to be supplied with a cargo of Gunpowder, if he should be 
permitted to go a second voyage after it, and then return ; 
and that, on his return, he found that his Honour, the Gover- 
nour's proclamation, for continuing the first embargo, which 
expired a few days before he sailed to the West-Indies, ar- 
rived at Fairfield the day after he sailed, but that he heard 
nothing of it until his return, although he finds now that it 
had been issued several days before it arrived at Fairfield, 
and that although he had it not in his heart to disobey the 
laws of his country, he fears he is liable to a prosecution 
on the matter aforesaid, and therefore prays that he may be 
exempted from any prosecution or punishment on account 
of said voyage, and that he may be directed in the disposal 
of said Powder as per Memorial on file appears: 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Memorialist be, and 
he is hereby, exempted and freed from any prosecution or 
punishment for or on account of said voyage, and that the 
Memorialist shall and do dispose of said Powder equally 
between the Towns of Fairfield and Stratford. 

Upon the Memorial of Adam Babcock, of New-Haven, 
showing to this Assembly that he has a Brigantine, sold to 
a person in North- Carolina, praying for liberty to export 
five thousand pounds weight of Cheese, in part to defray 
the expense of a voyage to recover his effects, as per Me- 
morial on file : 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Memorialist have 
liberty, and he is hereby permitted, to export to said North- 
Carolina five thousand pounds weight of Cheese, in order 
that he may procure a quantity of Rice for the use of the 
Army. 

Upon the Memorial o^Jedediah Elderkin and Nathaniel 
Wales, Jr., praying this Assembly to grant them liberty to 
erect a Mill, &tc, in the Town of Windham, for the manu- 
facturing of Gunpowder, as per Memorial on file : 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Memorialists have 
liberty, and liberty and license is hereby granted to them, 
to erect a Powder-mill, in the Town of Windham, for the 
purpose of manufacturing Gunpowder, pursuant to an act 
of this Assembly, directing the building of Powder-mills. 

Upon the Memorial of Abraham FuUer, of Kent, in the 
County of Litchfield, showing to this Assembly that he is 
Overseer of Indians, at Schaghtacooh, and that there has 
been considerable expense incurred in curing the sickness 
and wounds of said Indians, as per Memorial on file, on 
which Maj. Samuel Canfield and Capt. Sherman Boardman 
were appointed a Committee, who have now made their 
Report, that the said Indians have about one hundred and 
twenty acres of Land, improved and lying in one common 



field ; that the same was formerly allotted out to each Indian, 
and therefore can be let out but for little profit ; that many 
of said Indians are now removed, and they are reduced to 
a small number; and that it is advisable that said Lands be 
leased to defray the expense ; and that David Sherman, the 
Indian who wounded his brother, be assigned in service 
to defray the expense incurred by wounding his brother. 
Which Report is accepted, and approved ; and it is there- 
upon 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Major Samuel Can* 
field and Captain Sherman Boardman be, and they are 
hereby appointed a Committee, who are hereby empower- 
ed to make a new allotment of said Lands, to the several 
Indians, as shall be necessary for their support ; and the 
residue the Overseer of said Indians is hereby directed to 
lease out, for the purpose of defraying the expenses of said 
sickness, and the avails thereof, over and above, after re- 
pairing and making necessary fences, said Overseer shall 
render an account to the General Assembly; and that said 
Samuel Canfield, Esq., be, and he is hereby appointed and 
authorized to assign in service the said David Sherman, for 
the satisfaction of such part of the expense as has arisen on 
account of wounding his brother, during such time as shall 
be necessary for that purpose ; and make report of their 
doings iti the premises to this Assembly. 

Upon the Memorial of Daniel Clifford, of Fairfield, in 
the County of Fairfield, showing to this Assembly that, on 
or about the 18th day of October last past, he owned a 
small Boat, of about ten tons burden, used in the coasting 
business ; on which he had loaded, on the 2d day of said 
October, four bushels of Indian Corn ; and that he, being 
uncertain of the continuance of an embargo, on said 18th 
day of October, proceeded to Neiu- York, and there sold 
and disposed of one bushel and an half of said Corn to 
sundry different people, and brought back the residue to 
said Fairfield; that he had no design to contravene the 
Proclamation issued to continue an embargo, and that a 
private person had made information to the King's Attor- 
ney, in Fairfield County ; and should he be subject to 
prosecution it would prove detrimental to his circumstances, 
as per Memorial on file : 

Resolved by this Assembly, That said Daniel Clifford 
be exempted and discharged from all penalties and forfeit- 
ures that may be incurred on account of his transporting 
said Corn as aforesaid, said embargo notwithstanding, he 
paying all cost that may have arisen on said prosecution. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Treasurer of this 
Colony advance and pay to the Honourable Oliver Wolcott 
and Samuel Huntington, Esqs., the sum of two hundred 
Pounds, towards defraying the expense of attendance upon 
the honourable Continental Congress, as Delegates from this 
Colony, taking their receipt for to account. 

This Assembly is adjourned, by Proclamation, &ic, until 

his Honour the Governour, or in his absence, the Deputy 

Governor, shall see cause to call it to meet again. 

Test ■ 

George Wyllys, Secretary. 



COLONEL HOWE TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE VIRGINIA 
CONVENTION. 

Norfolk, December 15, 1775. 

Sir : The course of service necessarily inducing an in- 
quiry between Colonel Woodford and myself respecting 
our commissions, we found that mine, from the nature of it, 
had the precedence of his. He conducted himself upon this 
occasion in that manner which his knowledge of discipline 
could not but dictate, and with that gentility which never 
forsakes him. It is with diffidence, sir, that I undertake 
this charge ; and I must add, however honourable, with re- 
luctance, as I supersede a gentleman I so much esteem, 
whose abilities I know to be equal to the duties of the station, 
and who hath so amply filled the measure of his duty. 

If real attachment to the noble cause in which 1 am en- 
gaged, and the strictest attention to my duty, can in any 
manner compensate for want of abilities, the Colony of Vir- 
ginia may rely upon my utmost exertions to serve them; 
in which, I flatter myself, I shall not be wholly unsuccess- 
ful, as I am promised the assistance of my friend Colonel 



Woodford, whose advice I shall upon every occasion ask, 
and whose aid I am certain never will be denied me. I 
shall be happy to be honoured with your instructions on 
every occasion, and an exact compliance with your com- 
mands shall be considered as an indispensable obligation. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your obe- 
dient servant, n rT 

Kobert Howe. 



COLONEL WOODFORD TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONVEN- 
TION. 

Norfolk, December 15, 1775. 
Sir: I wrote you last night ; since then nothing material 
has happened ; we still remain in the same situation. This 
morning a midshipman, with a flag of truce, arrived from 
the Otter. That and our answer you have enclosed. AH 
the principal tories, with their families and effects, have 
retired on board the ships-of-war and other vessels in the 
harbour, of which there is a very large fleet. What they 
intend I know not, and I am much at a loss to inform yoiit 
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honourable body what steps we shall take, further than to 
keep possession of this part of the town, and afford what 
protection we can to the inhabitants that claim it. We are 
much at a loss for your further orders, which we hoped to 
have received before this time, and are not without *6ur 
fears that some accident must have happened to your ex- 
press. 

- I received a letter this morning from Mr. Cary Mitchell. 
Our answer is enclosed, with his letter. I have the worst 
opinion of the people here ; and have no doubt but every 
thing relating to us is laid before his Lordship. If it is 
your intention that a part only of the present force should 
remain at this place, I would submit it to your considera- 
tion whether the Second Regiment, or any part of it you 
may think proper to withdraw, may not, after their duty, be 
drawn off. 

I wrote the Convention last night that I had resigned the 
corfirnand to Colonel Howe. As that gentleman's military 
abilities and great experience will be full equal to every 
task, I would ask the Convention's leave of absence to see 
my family, and attend to my private affairs, for so long time 
as may be agreeable to them. I do not mean this so long 
gs there is. a prospect of any actual service, either offensive 
or defensive. 

You have enclosed a return of the strength of the troops 

at this place, and for further particulars must refer you to 

several members of your respectable body, who are the 

bearers of^this. 

.,1 am, with the greatest respect, sir, your most obedient 

fW^ 11 ' William Woodford. 

Otter sloop. of-war, off Norfolk, December 15, 1775. 

To the. Officer Commanding at Norfolk: 
, Captain Squire's compliments to the commanding officer, 
informs him that several musket balls were last night fired 
at the King's ship, from some people at Norfolk. Captain 

Squire did not return the fire, from a supposition that it 
was done out of wantonness. Captain Squire does not 
mean to fire on the town of Norfolk, unless first fired at ; 
must beg to know if any hostile intention was meant to His 
Majesty's ship, and people under his command. 

Answer to the above. 
Colonel Howe's and Colonel Woodford' s compliments to 
Captain Squire, and assure him they gave no orders to fire 
.upon the Otter, and conceive the musket balls mentioned 
jn Captain Squire's message to have come from our guard, 
<Whp fired by mistake upon one of our own parties. 

Robert Howe. 
* William Woodford. 



CAPTAIN COVENHOVEN TO LORD STIRLING. 

December 15, 1775. 

Sir : I would inform you that Captain Longstreet has 
been under many disadvantages in raising his company. In 
the first place, his Lieutenant failing, put him back a fort- 
night ; some people discourage the inlislment ; and others, 
seeing those that had inlisted, which retard the business 
considerably. However, I hope, with some of our leading 
men, they have agreed to enter to his assistance, with spirit. 
I make no doubt that the company will soon be filled. 

Your giving some further indulgence will oblige, sir, your 

very humble servant, , ^ 

■ -' John Covenhoven. 



Sir, please to excuse haste. 
To Colonel Stirling. 



CAPTAIN POLHEMUS TO LORD STIRLING. 

New-Brunswick, December 15, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 14th instant, I received, and 
note the contents, and shall endeavour to call in all the 
men out on furlough as speedily as possible. I find much 
difficulty in keeping the men together, now they are billet- 
ed about the town ; but expect to have the barracks ready 
to go into by Monday or Tuesday next, and doubt not by 
the latter end of next week to have my company altogether 
in the barracks, ready for your further orders. I under- 
stood that two or three companies of our battalion are 



expected to lie here some time; if so, shall esteem it a 
particular favour of your Lordship if you will continue us 
in this town till such times as we may be properly equip- 
ped or wanted for immediate duty. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, your Lordship's most 
obedient, humble servant, John Polhemus. 

The Honourable Earl of Stirling, Elizabethtown. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the General Committee for the City 
and County of New-York, on Tuesday evening, Decem- 
ber 15th, 1775, Present: John Broome, Chairman pro 
tern., 

Colonel Hyer, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Tompleton, 

Mr. Janeway, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. T. Curtenius, 

Mr. Reade, Mr. Ray, Mr. Mulligan, 

Mr. Pintard, Mr. Banker, Mr. Norwood, 

Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Biinkerboff, 

Mr. Stoutenburgb, Mr. Moore, Mr. Theop.Anthony, 

Mr. Bassett, Mr. Abeel, Mr. Ray, Jun., 

Mr. Duyckinck, Mr Byvanck, Mr. Totten, 

Mr. Roome, Mr. Brcaated, Mr. Low, 

Mr. Lott, Mr. Jay, Mr. Barling, 

Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. John Anthony, Mr. Phenix, 

Colonel Lasher, Mr. Miller, Mr. Ramsay. 
Captain Dennis, 

The Chairman laid before the Committee a letter from 
Mathias Williamson, of Elizabethtown, to his son, request- 
ing him to obtain permission from this Committee to send 
a Chariot to Mr. Johnson, in Jamaica, which being read, 

Ordered, That the Chairman give permission accord- 
ingly. 

The Chairman produced an Inventory of a quantity of 
Provisions, belonging to Mr. Daubeny, which were taken 
by the City Guard, going to Long-Island in order to be 
conveyed on board the Asia, man-of-war. .Mr. Daubeny 
being called in, from his examination it appeared that he 
had inadvertently attempted to send some necessaries on 
board the Asia, without the permission of Mr, Lott. 

The question then being put, whether Mr. Daubeny 
should be dismissed by receiving a reprimand from the 
Chairman, was carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. Daubeny being then called, and having received a 
reprimand from the Chairman, 

Ordered, That he be dismissed. 

Mr. Dunscomb moved that the Secretary enter the names 
of the members as they voted, on each side of the ques- 
tion, which was unanimously agreed to, and ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

The names of the members as they voted on the ques- 
tion relating to Mr. Daubeny : 

For the Affirmative. 

Mr. Reade, Mr. Ray, Mr. Bnnkerhoff, 

Mr. fintard, Mr. Banker, Mr. Theop.Anthojiy, 

Mr. Duyckinck, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Totten, 

Mr. Roome, Mr. Jay, Mr. Low, 

Colonel Lott, Mr. Miller, Mr. Ramsey, 

Captain Dennis, Mr. Templeton, Mr. Breasted. — IB. 

For the Negative. 

Colonel Hyer, Colonel Lasher, Mr. Curtenius, 

Mr. Janeway, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Mulligan, 

Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Norwood, 

Mr. Stoutenburgh, Mr. Abcel, Mr. Ray, Jun., 

Mr. Bassett, Mr. Byvanck, Mr. Burling. — 17. 

Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. John Anthony, 

Whereas, many of the Members of this Committee have 
hitherto neglected to give their attendance at the stated 
meetings, 

Ordered, therefore, That the Chairman issue his order 
to the Door-keeper, directing him to apply to every Mem- 
ber who is absent at this time, (excepting those who be- 
long to the Continental or Provincial Congresses, those who 
have removed out of town, and those who are in the Provin- 
cial service,) and obtain a declaration in writing whether 
they mean to be considered as members of this Board, and 
engage to attend accordingly; and that the Door-keeper 
report to the Chairman each written answer, with all con- 
venient speed. 

As there are several persons now confined in the Guard- 
House, 

Ordered, That Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Dunscomb be a 
Committee to inquire into the offence of the prisoners, pro- 
cure the evidences' names, and report the same at the next 
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It being suggested to the Committee that one Graham, 
residing near the North River, has been employed in pro- 
curing Provisions, and supplying the Asia, man-of-war, 
therewith, 

Ordered, That William Sloo and Joseph Bauldwin be 
sent for immediately. 

Mr. Bauldwin attending, informed the Committee that 
he well knows this Graham to have purchased large quan- 
tities of Provisions, and that he verily believed they were 
bought for the use of the man-of-war; that Joseph De 
Groat and George Anderson carted the Provisions. 

William Sloo declares to the above effect, and further- 
more says, that one Mrs. Hatty, in Dey Street, informed 
him (Sloo) that she was employed by the said Graham 
to procure a large quantity of Butter; that David Morris, 
Carpenter, can give some further intelligence. 

Major Stoutenburgh, Garret Abed, John Lasher, and 
William Hyer, a Sub-Committee, appointed to draw up a 
set of Regulations for the Night Watch, reported that they 
had drawn up said Regulations; which, being read and 
amended, are in the words following, viz : 

Whereas, the Military Night Watch, which has been 
kept for several months past, has been found of great utility 
towards preserving peace and good order in the city, and 
protecting the persons and property of its inhabitants; and 
as the continuance of such a Watch has become more ne- 
cessary than ever, from the unsettled stale of publick affairs, 
andjthejecentjnsta_nces of insults offered to the rights and 
persons of said inhabitants, the Sub-Committee appointed 
by the General Committee to draw up directions. for the 
Regulations, are therefore of opinion it be again published 
in the newspapers, that it is expected the inhabitants of 
this city continue with willingness and punctuality said 
Watch, agreeably to the rules and orders of the Provincial 
Congress for regulating the Militia, and the directions of 
the GejieraLCommittee. 

The following directions., for the Watch, are submitted 
to the General Committee for their approbation : 

First. That at least one company, properly officered, 
mount guard every evening at such place and time as shall 
be directed by the General Committee ; that the present 
Watch be kept at the Barracks on the Battery, and attend 
there every evening at six o'clock, and be discharged at 
daylight in the morning, unless it be found necessary by 
the Commanding Officer of the Regiment or Battalion to 
which such company belongs, to continue the same through 
the day. 

Second. That the Town-Major give notice to the Adju- 
tant of each Battalion, whose tour of duty it is, at least 
twenty-four hours before he mounts guard; and that the 
officer report to the Town-Major the occurrences of the 
night, and deliver him a return of the men who have been 
on duty, and of the defaulters, which report is to be deli- 
vered by him to the Colonel, or next Commanding Officer 
of the Battalion to which the company or guard belongs. 

Third. That immediately after roll-calling, sentinels be 
set at such places as have been directed by the Commit- 
tee, or shall be directed by the Town-Major, or be found 
necessary by the officer on guard. 

Fourth. That detachments be made from said guard, to 
patrol the streets every two hours, under the command of 
a Commissioned or a Non-commissioned Officer, beginning 
at ten o'clock; that said patrol endeavour, by all means, 
to prevent outrage on person or property ; and that all 
offending or suspected persons, or those who cannot give a 
proper account of themselves, be by them taken up and 
carried to the Guard-Room, and there kept in safe custody 
until disposed of in the morning by the Chairman of the 
Committee, or the Commanding Officer of the Regiment 
or Battalion to which the company or guard belongs, which 
Chairman or Commanding Officer, is hereby authorized to 
examine the person or persons so taken in custody, and 
release him or them, if sufficient proof does not appear to 
render their further confinement necessary. And if said 
patrol should discover any person or persons landing or 
taking off goods in the night, they place a sentinel or sen- 
tinels over said goods, until notice be given to the officer on 
guard, who shall repair himself, or send another officer to 
the place, to be fully satisfied that said goods are not land- 
ed or laden contrary to the Association, or orders of the 
Congress or General Committee. 



Fifthly. That no wanton alarm be given to the inhabi- 
tants, by firing of guns or beating of drums. 

Sixthly. That if any alarm shall be given in the night, 
by fire or otherwise, the guard stand to their arms, and the 
officer immediately despatch a sufficient detachment lo 
inquire into the reason of such alarm. 

Seventhly, or lastly. It is expected by the General Com- 
mittee, that every officer of the Military Watch adhere 
strictly to the 23d and 24th Articles of the. Rules and Or- 
ders of the Provincial Congress, in fining and punishing 
delinquents. 

Isaac Stoutenburgh, John Lasher, 
Garret Abeel, William Hyer. 

Ordered, That a fair copy of the aforegoing Regula- 
tions be made out and signed by the Chairman, and deli- 
vered to the Town-Major, with orders to have the same 
pasted on a board and hung in the Guard-Room. 

Abraham P. Lott and Peter T. Curtenius, appointed 
to superintend the election of Officers for Beat No.. 28, 
reported that they had attended the said election, and 
that William De Witt was, by a majority of votes, elected 
Captain of said Beat No. 28, and that Martin Shire was 
chosen First-Lieutenant, John Home, Second-Lieutenant, 
and John Brevort, Ensign. 

Abraham P. Lott and Jacob Van Voorhies, appointed 
to superintend the election of a Captain in. Beat. No. 5, 
reported that they had attended said election, and that 
James Wessels was, without any opposition, chosen Cap- 
tain of said Beat. 

Ordered, That the Officers' names be sent to the Pro- 
vincial Congress, requesting their commissions to be made 
out. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Albany, December 15, 1775. 
Dear Sir: Your Excellency's favour of the 23th No- 
vember, I received on the 1 1th instant. The inventory of 
the military stores taken from the enemy, gave great joy in 
this place. 

With mine of the 8th instant, your Excellency will re- 
ceive an account of our strength in Canada. It is daily 
decreasing ; above an hundred have, left it since Geperal 
Montgomery^ letter. I fear much that by the first of next 
month I shall not have a man left at Ticpnderoga, Crown- 
Point, or Fort-George, of those now there; and I cannot 
learn that the officers to whom I gave warrants to raise 
new companies, to garrison those places, meet with any 
success. 

The treaty with the Indians is not yet concluded. 
They have delivered us the war-belt and hatchet which 
Colonel Johnson gave them at Montreal. When this belt 
was delivered at Montreal, Johnson had caused an ox to be 
roasted, and a cask of red wine was prepared ; and when 
he invited them to the feast, he said it was to eat a Bos- 
tonian, and to drink his blood. The sachems of the Six- 
Nations, present, refused to partake of the feast, or to let 
the warriors sing the war-song ; but took the belt to lay it 
before their Grand Council. We have now sufficient proof 
that the Ministry attempted to engage the savages to fight 
against us. . 

The Mohawlcs-kgive received a severe and publick repri- 
mand from the other nations, because they did not imme- 
diately send for the few of the tribe that were in Canada, 
some of which were killed by our people. 

I do myself the honour to enclose your Excellency 
copies and extracts of my late letters to Congress. 

I have not heard a word from Colonel Knox since I left 
him at Fort- George. The weather is so moderate at pre- 
sent, that I am in hopes he has got most of the stores to 
Fort-George. 

I am, dear sir,jsvith every sentiment of esteem, your 
Excellency's most obedient and most humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

His Excellency Genera.1 Washington, Sic, &c. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED. 

Cambridge, December 15, 1775. 
Dear Sm: Since my last, I have had the pleasure of 
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receiving your favours of the 28th ultimo, and the 2d in- 
stant. I must again express my gratitude for the atten- 
tion shown to Mrs. Washington, at Philadelphia. It 
cannot but be pleasing, although it did, in some measure, 
impede the progress of her journey.* 

I am much obliged to you for the hints contained in 
both of the above letters, respecting the jealousies which 
you say are gone abroad. I have studiously avoided, in 
all letters calculated for the publick eye, (I mean for that 
of the Congress,) every expression that could give pain or 
uneasiness ; and I shall observe the same rule with respect 
to private letters, any further than appears absolutely ne- 
cessary for the elucidation of facts. 

I cannot charge myself with incivility, or, what in my 
opinion is tantamount, ceremonious civility, to the gentle- 
men of. this Colony ; but if such my conduct appears, I 
will endeavour at a reformation, as I can assure you, my 
dear Reed, that I wish to walk in such a line as will give 
rnost general satisfaction. You know that it was my wish, 
at first, to invite a certain number of the gentlemen of this 
Colony every day to dinner; but, unintentionally, we some 
how or other missed of it. If this has given rise to the 
jealousy, I can only say that I am sorry for it ; at the same 
time I add, that it was rather owing to inattention, or, more 
properly, too much attention to other matters, which caused 
me to neglect it. 

The^extracts of letters from this camp, which so frequent- 
ly appearin the Pennsylvania papers, are not only written 
without my knowledge, but without my approbation, as I 
have always thought they must have an unfavourable ten- 
dency ; But there is no restraining men's tongues or pens, 
when charged with a little vanity, as in the accounts given 
of, or rather by, the riflemen. 

With respect to what you have said of yourself, and your 
situation, I can only add to what I have before said on this 
subject, that whilst you leave the door open to my expec- 
tation. oT your return, I shall not think of supplying your 
place. IT ultimately you resolve against coming, I should 
t>e glad to know it as soon as you have determined. 

The Congress have resolved well, in respect to the pay 
of the,, men ; but if they cannot get the money signers to 
despatch their business, it is of very little avail ; for we 
have not, at this time, money enough in camp to answer 
the Commissary's and Quartermaster's accounts, much less 
to pay the troops. 

The account which you have given of the sentiments of 
the people respecting my conduct, is extremely flattering. 
I pray God that I may continue to deserve them, in my 
perpjexed and intricate situation. 

Our inlistment goes on slowly. By the returns last 
Monday, only five thousand nine hundred and seventeen 
men are engaged for the ensuing campaign ; and yet we are 
told that we shall get the number wanted, as they are only 
playing off, to see what advantages are to be made, and 
whether a bounty cannot be extorted, either from the pub- 
lick at large or individuals, in case of a draft. Time only 
can discover this. I doubt the measure exceedingly. 

^eTortunate capture of the store-ship has supplied us 
witb flints, and many other articles we stood in need of; 
but we jtiJI have our wants. 

I am, &c, George Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, December 15, 1775. 

Sir ; Your favours of the 7th and 9th instant I receiv- 
ed, and was much pleased to hear of the zeal of the peo- 
ple of Connecticut, and the readiness of the inhabitants 
of the several towns to march to this town, upon their be- 
ing acquainted with the behaviour and desertion of their 
troops. 

I have nothing to suggest for the consideration of your 
Assembly ; I am confident they will not be wanting in their 
exertions for supporting the just and constitutional rights 
of the Colonies. 

Enclosed I send you a list of the officers and companies 
under the new establishment, with the number of the men 

♦Cambridge, December 14, 1775. — Last Monday night camo to 
town, from Virginia, the lady of his Excellency General Washington, 
_ amf the Tyiy of the Hon. Adjutant-General Gates, accompanied by 
John CustiSj Esq., and lady, and George Lewis, Esq. 



inlisted ; the returns only came in to-day, or I would have 
transmitted it before. 

Having heard that it is doubtful whether the Reverend 
Mr. Leonard, from your Colony, will have it in his power 
to continue here as a Chaplain, I cannot but express some 
concern, as I think his departure will be a loss. His gen- 
eral conduct has been exemplary and praiseworthy ; in 
discharging the duties of his office, active and industrious; 
he has discovered himself a warm and steady friend to his 
country, and taken great pains to animate the soldiery, and 
impress them with a knowledge of the important rights we 
are contending for. Upon the late desertion of the troops, 
he gave a sensible and judicious discourse, holding forth the 
necessity of courage and bravery, and at the same time, of 
obedience and subordination to those in command. 

In justice to the merits of this gentleman, I thought it 
only right to give you this testimonial of my opinion of him, 
and to mention him to you as a person worthy of your es- 
teem and that of the publick. 

I am, sir, &c, George Washington. 

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO JAMES WARREN. 

Cambridge, December 15, 1775. 

Sir: I have it in command from his Excellency, to 
transmit to you the enclosed letter, from John Dalton and 
William Ramsay, Esquires, two of the Committee for the 
County of Fairfax, in the Colony of Virginia, by which 
you will see that they have sent the sum of fifty-three 
pounds thirteen shillings and three pence, by John Custis, 
Esq., who arrived here this week, for the suffering poor of 
Boston. As your honourable Court may make a distribu- 
tion of this money in a manner, probably, which will better 
answer the benevolent intentions of the contributors than 
what his Excellency can, it is his desire trial you will have 
an order made respecting the same, and sencf some person 
with it, to whom the money may be paid. The letter you 
will please to return. 

I have the honour to be your very humble servant, 
Robert H. Harrison, A. JD. C. 
To the Hon. James Warren, Esq., Speaker. 

P. S. If you can certify that the other donations were 
received, it will give the Fairfax Committee satisfaction. 



TO WILLIAM BARTLETT, ESQ., BEVERLY. 

Cambridge, December 15, 1775. 
Sir : Acknowledged receipt of his letter, with petition 
from Committee of Correspondence of Beverly. If any 
cannon, not immediately wanting for the armed vessels, to 
be lent them. Shot to be lent. Powder found on board 
the prizes to be detained in his hands ; and, if absolutely 
wanting for the town, to be lent. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM^BAETLETT. 

Cambridge, December 15, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 14th came to hand, with the 
sundry articles therein mentioned. I was in hopes there 
was some bottled porter, which would have been much 
more agreeable than that in cask. The General sends back 
the tea, which I am informed consists of two canisters 
only. The barrel of lemons was not half full. There was 
some preserved ginger on board the Antigua, which would 
be very agreeable. 

Captain Lowrie just now delivered yours of the 11th. 
His Excellency thinks the price of teams, as fixed by the 
Province, full sufficient ; he will not raise the price. His 
Excellency approves of your selling the lemons and lime!!, 
the potatoes, cabbage, and every thing perishable, on board 
the different prizes. 

Captain Lowrie and Captain Foster have liberty to stay 
at Salem on their parole. Let them have their wearing 
apparel, and what to you appears clearly to be their private 
property, taking their receipts for what you give them. 

Mr. Burke will deliver you this. You are ordered to give 
him and Mr. Gregory all their private property, taking 
their receipts. You must also give Captain Adams all his 
private property, taking his receipt. 



285 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, DECEMBER, 1775. 



286 



Attend to former orders, by preventing embezzlements. 

As the court is not yet established to bring on the trial, I 

have nothing further to mention to you concerning them, 

than that all possible care must be taken of every article. 

Four loaves of sugar are all that came to hand. 

I am, sir, yours, &c, c »» 

' ' J ' ' Stephen Moylan. 

To William Barthtt, Esq., Beverly. 



COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM BARTLETT. 

Cambridge, December 15, 1775. 

Sir : I wrote you this day by Mr. Burlce, to which you 
will please be referred. 

The General was much surprised at the rapacity of the 
crews, in stripping the prizes of every little thing they could 
lay their hands upon. It is now his positive command, 
that you make strict inquiry for the different articles which 
have been taken, and such as can be got, returned to the 
proper owners ; and that such articles as cannot be found, 
must be made good to them — the same to be deducted 
from the shares of those whom it can be proved the pilla- 
gers. If they cannot be found out, it must be a charge 
upon the one-third belonging to the captors. Of this you 
must acquaint Captain Manly and the agent for the peo- 
ple, if any such is by them appointed. 

It is his Excellency's desire you will pay a strict atten- 
tion to this order, and that he may not be plagued with any 
more applications of this sort. 

Stephen Moylan. 

To William Barthtt, Esq., Beverly. 



Opinion given by Johan Derk Van der Capellen, upon 
the request of the King of Great Britain for the loan 
of the Scotch Brigade, in the Assembly of the States 
of Overyssell, on the L6(h of December, 1775, and 
inserted in the Records of that Province. 

Honourable and Mighty Gentlemen : 

The request of a neighbouring Power for some troops 
of this State, to be taken into their service and pay, is, in 
the present state of Europe, an affair of so great conse- 
quence to our Republick, that 1 chose rather to communi- 
cate my sentiments to you in writing, desiring, at the same 
time, that this my opinion be inserted in the Records of 
this Province. 

Assisting a foreign Power with troops, in order to extri- 
cate them from troubles in which they are involved, is 
simply no less than engaging therein, choosing a party, 
and putting ourselves in danger of being deeper involved 
than may, at first, be foreseen or wished for, and thus ex- 
posing ourselves to all the consequences of the first step. 

Our Republick (which, though it flourishes only by 
peace, yet has constantly been engaging in unsuccessful 
wars, subsists principally by commerce and agriculture, and 
to both which, but especially the former, sufficient encou- 
ragement has not been given) is, by the great influence of 
some, and blind zeal of others, brought to so low a state of 
power as only to be recovered (if any remedy be still left) 
by observing ~S strict neutrality in all quarrels throughout 
Europe. Every proposal, therefore, however plausible, 
must be tried by this touchstone, and rejected if it does 
not stand the test. Of this sort, (and nobody can take 
amiss that I speak my sentiments on what regards the State 
so nearly with the true spirit of Batavia freedom ; I even 
look upon myself as called upon, and that silence would 
be criminal when to speak is my duty,) I say, of this sort 
is that you are now deliberating upon; at least, I view it 
in that light, The torch which now burns in America is 
capable of inflaming all Europe, already full of combusti- 
bles. If assistance is offered to England, America will 
not want it on her side. 

The House of Bourbon, and all who wish the peace of 
Europe and freedom of commerce, look with a jealous eye 
on the greatness of England, in raising it to which we 
have most unaccountably sacrificed ourselves without any 
reward or national profit whatever, and by which the ba- 
lance of power in Europe, which cost such an effusion of 
blood, is entirely lost; insomuch that we now behold that 
Kingdom" exercising an imperial power on the sea, even 



much greater than was ever known to exist before; and 
it is more than probable a blow will be aimed against her, 
when a proper opportunity occurs, in order to stab her to 
the quick. 

What will then be the consequence ? No other than 
seeing ourselves again involved in a destructive war with 
one of our mightiest neighbours, (France,) who, from a 
reciprocal interest, is our natural friend, and can wish 
nothing more than that there should exist such a neutral, 
and by trade flourishing, Republick as the United Pro- 
vinces, to carry on, (by means of our extensive shipping 
and naval force,) with mutual advantage, their navigation 
and commerce, when obstructed by their wars with England. 
This appears obvious to me, besides other reasons of no 
less consequence. 

What advantage can this Republick expect from this 
cession of troops ? What advantage has ever accrued to 
her from her near alliance with Great Britain! What 
reward has she received for her ever faithful assistance, so 
cheerfully and readily granted ? That Kingdom, on the 
contrary, got, at the end of the Succession war, (which 
proved so fatal to this country,) besides her extensive con- 
quests in America, nothing less than the key to the Medi- 
terranean, Gibraltar and Minorca ; and what we, but (as 
a certain writer too justly remarks) an irrecoverable and 
exhausted treasury, the just fruits of our folly ? 

Not only the advantages of our commercial treaties, so 
strictly observed on our side, and by which we are granted 
nothing more than the law of nature and nations require, 
but even a free navigation and trade, have been denied us. 
Our ships were searched and confiscated at pleasure when 
trading on the free seas, which belong solely to the great 
Creator ; nay, even on our own coasts. Their conns de- 
clared goods to be contraband which really were not so; 
and they have treated us often in a manner by no means 
suitable to a free and independent State. 

Let these just causes of complaint be removed, and the 
immense sums taken from our merchants refunded. Then 
shall I allow myself to deliberate on rendering services 
which we are by no means held to do, and show my rea- 
diness, provided our own circumstances and the state of 
affairs permit it. 

This brings me to my last observation. Though not 
as principals, yet as auxiliaries, our troops would be em- 
ployed towards suppressing (what some please to call) a 
rebellion in the American Colonies ; for which purpose I 
would rather see janizaries hired than troops of a free 
State. In what an odious light must this unnatural civil 
war appear to all Europe, a war in which even savages 
(if credit can be given to newspaper information) refuse 
to engage ; more odious, still, would it appear for a people 
to take a part therein who were themselves once slaves, 
bore that hateful name, but at last had spirit to fight them- 
selves free. But above all, it must appear superlatively 
detestable to me, who think the Americans worthy of every 
man's esteem, and look on them as a brave people, de- 
fending in a becoming, manly, and religious manner, those 
rights which, as men, they derive from God, not from the 
Legislature of Great Britain. Their mode of proceed- 
ing will, I hope, serve as an example to every nation de- 
prived, by any means, of its privileges, yet fortunate 
enough in being able to make suitable efforts towards re- 
taining or regaining them. 

These are my reasons, which I look upon as sufficiently 
convincing; but must further observe, that I am not without 
apprehensions that this cession of troops may lead towards 
an augmentation of our own, of which I am daily more 
and more afraid. An overgrown military power is too apt 
to interfere in civil and criminal jurisdiction, and creates 
an imperium in imperio, which frequently obstructs the 
administration of justice. In neighbouring monarchies 
there are many proofs of this. In England it is unknown. 
It is one of the dreadful innovations of the last cenjyry. 
Bitter complaints of it were made throughout Europe, 
and, in my opinion, it ought never more to. be mentioned 
in this Republick; yet, sorry I am to say, this military 
spirit gains ground more and more, and serves only to_dis- 
solve the weak bands which have hitherto, in some de- 
gree, connected the armed and unarmed part of our coun- 
try, and which only can make the former retain any idea 
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of their dependance on, and submission to. the civil power. 
For all these reasons, I find myself bound to give the fol- 
lowing opinion : That, as the interest of the Republick in 
general, and the Province in particular, does not require or 
airnit the cession of these troops, and could not even be 
done without a manifest injustice to people who have no 
ways Injured us, it becomes necessary, for the present, not 
to grant the King of Great Britain's request. 

As this affair, from its nature and consequences, (which 
afS'Veryfixteifsnre",) does not come under those points 
tvhich belong to the daily administration of Provincial af- 
fairs, I trust that my negative voice will, in the end, have 
such influence, ancT be of so much effect, as is consistent 
with what of old has been, and still is, customary,* in such 
crises, in your High Mightinesses' Assembly. 
"" ' ''' '■-'•'*' ; J. D. Van per Capellen, tot den Poll. 



£xTM"CT 0T A'ttfTTER FROM LONDON, TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN VIRGINIA, DATED DECEMBER 16, 1775. 

The King's Speech was calculated to inflame, rather 
than allay animosities. The pretence of hypocrisy in the 
Americans, and denunciations of decisive exertions, I can 
easily see will have no good effect. In pursuance of the 
spirit of the Hoyal denunciation, the Parliament have shut 
up all the ports of America. At the same time, for a show 
of clemency, Commissioners are to go over to receive the 
submissions of Ujose who will come in to the Royal standard, 
paYilon them, and restore their trade. Another act has 
also passed, allowing Nova-Scotia an exemption from all 
taxes, they paying eight per cent, on all goods imported 
from any parts except Great Britain and its dominions. 
The other Colonies are to be allowed this plan if they 
choose to accept It ;'but in this plan England is considered 
as having an indefinite legislative power over the Colonies, 
and the acts altering the Constitution of Massachusetts- 
Bay, the Canada Bill, indeed all the acts complained 
against, are to remain unrepealed. I know of no probabi- 
lity that we shall have any better terms offered, unless some 
news should arrive of success on the side of the Provin- 
cials. If Bunker's Mill should be retaken, St. John's re- 
duced, &ic, matters might take a somewhat more favour- 
able turn,. At present the nation is against us, and think we 
shall be an easy prey. New-England, they confess, will 
do something ; the other Colonies, they say, nothing. An 
account is lately received that Lord Dunmore, with eighty 
regulars, beat five hundred Virginians. I cannot believe 
it; but if, unfortunately, it proves true, it will strengthen 
the Ministry and dishearten our friends, who are already but 
few, Europe is quiet, and like to be so. Administration 
will receive no check in their career of vengeance, unless 
given by our troops. 



SAMUEL TUCKER TO LORD STIRLING. 

Trenton, December 16, 1775. 
My Lord: Your favour of yesterday is before me, and 
observe the contents. With it, I received per Camp, two 
Memorials, one from Yellas Mead, recommended by a con- 
siderable number of respectable signers, for the Lieute- 
nant's commission ; the other memorial from George Ross, 
the third, of Springfield, in the County of Essex, supported 
\>y a great number of respectable signers, for the Ensign's 
commission in Captain Meeker's Company, alledging that 
he has inlisted a considerable number, and ought to have the 
Ensigns commission ; both directed to the Committee of 
Safety. I, therefore, could not fill up these commissions 
until directed by the Committee of Safety, which must 
meet, unless it can be settled without. All the other com- 
missions I have filled up, and now send you by Caleb 
Camp, Esq., as stated at the foot of your letter. I wish 
the matters may be settled, as I am of opinion the Com- 
mittee will pay attention to the matters set forth in theme- 
iftorials, more especially as they are supported by so many 
persons of caution. 

An answer will oblige your assured friend, and mosLobe- 
djent, humble servant, 

Samuel Tucker. 

* At. the. commoiiceijient of the Republick, unanimity was necessa- 
ry in their determinations. A single negative was sufficient to reject 
any proposition. 



LORD STIRLING TO CAPTAIN LONGSTREET. 

Elizabethtown, December 16, 1775. 

Sir: Your Lieutenant, Mr. Schenck, this moment in- 
forms me, that you are arrived at Amboy with part of your 
Company. I hope the rest will be there soon. Lawry, 
the Commissary, will take care to furnish your Company 
with provisions according to the orders of the Continental 
Congress, and will call on you on Monday, and will ad- 
vance you such money as the incomplete state of your 
Company will admit of. You will mount a guard at the 
barracks, of a sergeant, a corporal, and twelve men, arid 
keep your men as much within the barracks as possible. 

„, „ . T _ Stirling. 

lo Captain hongstreet. 

LORD STIRLING TO CAPTAIN JOHN CONWAY. 

Elizabethtown, December 16, 1775. 

Sir: You are hereby requested to deliver to Mr. John 
Van Emberg the keys of the stores of the barracks at Am- 
boy, with all the stores therein, taking an exact account of 
the same ; and if no other troops be arrived at those bar- 
racks, or at Amboy, you are desired to pick twelve or 
twenty-four men out of your Company, such as you can 
best depend on, as a guard for the possession of those bar- 
racks, and the stores there. Mr. Van Emberg will supply 
them with provision according to the orders of the Conti- 
nental Congress. The remainder of your Company may 
stay at Brunswick till further orders, and go immediately 
into barracks. Captain Polhemus's Company is also to go 
immediately into barracks, and both to receive provisions 
from the Commissary, Mr. Lawry, or his deputy. 

„ „ . r, Stirling. 

To Captain tonway. 



LORD STIRLING TO JOHN VAN EMBERG. 

Elizabethtown, December 16, 1775. 

Sir : You are hereby requested to take into your pos- 
session the keys of the barrack -stores at Amboy, with all 
such stores as you will find there, or that you will receive 
from Captain Conway, agreeably to an order I now send 
him. You will observe to take an. exact account of the 
stores you receive, and of the expenditure of them. 

m hi i'i rr r i Stirling. 

To Mr. John Fan iumberg. 



RECANTATION OF JAMES JUDD, 

Norwalk, Connecticut, December 16, 1775. 

I, James Judd, of Danbury, in the County of Fairfield, 
have this day been brought before the Committee of In- 
spection of Norwalk, and detected in my wicked and mis- 
chievous striving to undo, and bring destruction and ruin 
on my bleeding country, by going on board sundry of the 
King's ships in New- York, and then and there gave in my 
name, and there held criminal correspondence with a man 
called Governour Tryon, who gave me as a present, four 
pamphlets, to inflame the country people against the re- 
solves of the Continental Congress and Committees, which 
I had a design to spread in the country, which I now con- 
ceive was very wicked and wrong to do against my coun- 
try, and am now heartily sorry for, and request the forgive- 
ness of all true friends to the United Colonies ; and hereby 
promise and engage to give information of all plots and 
intrigues laid, or hereafter may be laid, to circumvent or 
disconcert any of the resolves of the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress, or any other Congress or Committee un- 
der them, but will freely take up arms and fight for my 
country, against the Ministerial army, or any under them. 
In confirmation of what is above written, I have volunta- 
rily, with my own hands, committed to the flames the abqye 
mentioned pamphlets. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set. my hand, the 
date above. James Judd. 

A true copy of the original. 

Jesse Raymond, Clerk, P. T. 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL WOOSTER. 

Head-Quarters before Qunbeck, 
December 16, 1775. 

Dear General: The bearer, Mr. Melchior, I sent ex- 
press to St. John's for artillery stores ; be so good as no 
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give him all the assistance in your power, particularly in 
money matters. Yesterday we opened a battery of five 
guns and a howitzer, and with very little effect. I at- 
tempted to summon the Governour by a flag of truce; he 
would not receive any letter. The enemy have very 
heavy metal, and I think will dismount our guns very 
shortly; some they have already rendered almost useless. 
This gives very little uneasiness ; I never expected any 
other advantage from our artillery than to amuse the enemy 
and blind them as to my real intention. 

I propose the first strong northwester to make two attacks 
by night : one, with about a third of the troops, on the lower 
town, having first set fire to some houses, which will, in all 
probability, communicate their flames to the stockade lately 
erected on the rock near St. Rogue; the other upon Cape 
Diamond bastion, by escalade. I have not time to point 
out my reasons for this particular attack ; let it suffice that 
it is founded on the nature of the grounds, works, and the 
best intelligence I have been able to procure. However, 
I am not certain whether or no the troops relish this mode 
of proceeding ; I am fully convinced of the practicability. 
But should it not appear in the same advantageous light to 
the men, I shall not press it upon them, well knowing the 
impossibility of making troops act with the necessary vigour 
on such an occasion, if their minds are possessed with ima- 
ginary terrors. 

We are exceedingly weak, it is true, but the enemy are 
so too, in proportion to the extent of their works; and as 
they know not where they will be attacked, all must be 
guarded ; indeed, their apprehensions for the lower town, 
induce them to bestow their greatest attention on that quar- 
ter. I hope the arms, lead and flints are on the way. I 
could wish for a reinforcement if to be spared. We have 
not much above eight hundred men fit for duty, exclusive 
of a few ragamuffin Canadians. 1 believe you will not 
think it proper to let the contents of this letter go abroad. 
Should you have no accounts of any cash on the way, I 
must beg you will send an express to hasten it. I shall 
soon be exceedingly distressed if a supply does not arrive. 
I must therefore beg you to raise what you can for fear of 
accidents. Let a considerable number of shirts be sent 
down as soon as possible ; our men are much in want of 
them. I must refer you to Mr. Melchior for particulars. 

Believe me, dear sir, with much esteem, yours, Stc, 

Richard Montgomery. 
To General Woosier. 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL CARLETON. 

Holland-House, near Quebeck, 
December 16, 1775. 

Sir: Notwithstanding the personal ill-treatment I have 
received at your hands — notwithstanding the cruelty you 
have shown to the unhappy prisoners you have taken, the 
feelings of humanity induce me to have recourse to this ex- 
pedient to save you from the destruction which hangs over 
your wretched, garrison. Give me leave to inform you 
that I am well acquainted with your situation. A great 
extent of works, in their nature incapable of defence, man- 
ned with a motley crew of sailors, most of them our friends ; 
of citizens, who wish to see us Within the walls ; a (evr of 
the worst troops, that call themselves soldiers ; the impro- 
bability of relief, and the certain prospect of wanting every 
necessary of life, should your opponents confine themselves 
to a simple blockade, point out the absurdity of resistance. 
Such is your situation. I am at the head of troops accus- 
tomed to success, confident of the righteousness of the 
cause they are engaged in, inured to danger and fatigue, 
and so highly incensed at your inhumanity, illiberal abuse, 
and the ungenerous means employed to prejudice them in 
the minds of the Canadians, that it is with difficulty I re- 
strain them, till my batteries are ready, from assaulting 
your works, which would afford them a fair opportunity of 
ample vengeance, , •and just retaliation. Firing upon a flag 
of truce, hitberto unprecedented, even among savages, pre- 
vents my following the ordinary mode of conveying my 
sentiments ; however^ I will at any rate acquit my con- 
science. Should you persist in an unwarrantable defence, 
the consequence be upon your own head. Beware of de- 
stroying stores of any "sort, as you did at Montreal or in the 



river. If you do, by Heavens there will be no mercy, 
shown. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN THE CONTI- 
NENTAL SERVICE, DATED BEFORE O.UEBECK, DECEMBER 
16, 1775. 

General Carleion escaped from Montreal by paddling 
with his hands by our men in the night, and got safe to 
Qucheck, where he gave immediate orders for all that would 
not take up arms to leave the city. 

We have, upon the Plains of Abraham, a battery of 
gabions, filled with snow, and water poured on till it froze 
quite hard, which does very well, and we have some mor- 
tars in St. Roque, behind a tory's house, at a little distance 
from the Palace gate, from both of which we have put them 
into some confusion, and set the town on fire in several 
places. We have roused them up these five nights succes- 
sively, and I believe they are almost tired out. Yesterday 
we sent a flag of truce to them, which they would not re- 
ceive, and it was with great difficulty the raw sailors, could 
be prevented from firing on the person who carried it. 
General Montgomery, in that, offered a safe convoy to 
Carleton and Cramahe, Lieutenant-Governour, but he 
would not read it. Last Saturday night we made the 
Indians fire several letters into the town, with bows and 
arrows, which were found by the inhabitants, and are circu- 
lating through the town. One was directed to the inhabi- 
tants, informing them of our requests, and the consemrence 
of a refusal ; and another to Carleton, threatening him with 
immediate death unless he gave up the city. Was it not 
for Carleton, Cramahe, Colonel Maclean, a Scotchman, 
(who was taken up by the Congress at New-York, but de- 
nied interfering in the dispute, when, at the same time, he 
had a commission to raise men,) and Hamlie, Collector of 
the Customs, we should have been in Quebeck before now ; 
but in a few nights we are to take it by storm, to play 
from both batteries, attack in the lower town, and scale 
the wall with ladders, which are almost finished. ATI that 
get safe into the city will live well, for they are allowed 
to plunder, and take what they please. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT VAN WACENEN, 
OF CAPTAIN QUACKENBOSs's COMPANY OF NEW-YORKERS, 
DATED BEFORE QUEBECK, DECEMBER 16, 1775. 

We are now before Quebeck, which makes an obstinate 
defence. A flag was lately sent them to surrender, but it 
was fired at by Carleton, and obliged to retire. Colonel 
Arnold, and Macpherson, our General's Aid-de-camp, 
were again despatched; they got to the walls, but were 
ordered to be gone immediately; they asked if the Go- 
vernour would not receive a letter which they had for him ; ■ 
they were answered, No ; and ordered to decamp ; upon 
which they retired. We have thrown above two hundred 
shells into the town, and this morning opened a six gun 
battery, which is now playing on the walls. The enemy 
have killed ten or twelve of our men. A council of war 
was called last evening, when it was concluded not to 
storm the town until a reinforcement should arrive, as it was 
generally thought that they have more men within the 
walls than we have without. 



SAMUEL NORTON TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY. 

Martha's Vineyard, December 16, 1775. 
Gentlemen : On the 24th November last, I observed a 
sail-boat, with six men on board, sailing from Edgartown, 
in pursuit of His Majesty's ship Swan, Captain James Ays- 
cough, commanding. 1 being officer on guard on the east 
side of Holmes's Hole harbour, observed her motions; but 
she being so far from the shore, could not command her to, 
but going nearer the west side, the guard fired upon the said 
boat, but the people would not bring to. But keeping watch 
of said boat's return, 1 had the pleasure of seizing heron 
the 25th said November ; and as there was no Committee 
or leading men in this town that would take notice of the 
offenders, I, by order of my commanding officer, took said 
offenders under examination, before a Justice of the Peace, 
whose affidavits [ have herewith enclosed, which will show 
your Honours said offenders' faults. _ 
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Your advice in this case shall be ever acknowledged by 
your dutiful and obedient servant, 

Samuel Norton, 
Lieutenant in Second Company in Dukes County. 
To the Honourable the General Court and House of Rep- 
resentatives for the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[R ad December 2G, 1775.] 

Chelsea, December 16, 1775. 
Observation of the day. — Last evening eight men came 
in a boat from Boston, to our guard, at the ferry; six of 
them Captains of vessels. They brought the following 
account : Yesterday one large mortar was carried over to 
Bunker-Hill; the troops filling water, carrying it on board 
the transports; provisions scarce, not more than sufficient 
for six weeks; one regiment of Foot and three companies 
of the Light-Horse sail for Halifax this day. 

Dorchester, December 16, 1775. 

Sailed out of Boston Harbour this morning, eight large 
and two small vessels, taken to be tenders ; by their firing 
appeared to be going a voyage out to sea. Mr. Joshua 
Pico came last night from Boston; he confirms the infor- 
mation that the regiment of Foot and some companies of 
Light-Horse were preparing to embark for Halifax. 

Cambridge, December 16, 1775. 

Sir: The information contained in the above, coming so 
many different ways, corroborated by several vessels having 
sailed this day from Boston, I thought it my duty to trans- 
mit it to you. Though Halifax is the place given out for 
their destination, it is possible they may be bound else- 
where. I shall communicate this intelligence to Govern- 
ours Coolie and Trumbull, and to the Convention of New- 
York, for their government. 

I remain, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

George Washington. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Congress. 



you shall judge most proper ; and to appraise each of said 
vessels, and make return thereof, with the names of the 
owners, to this Committee. And to assure the owners of 
the vessels so taken that, in case they are destroyed in said 
service, they shall be paid for according to your appraise- 
ment. 

" By order of the Committee, 

" Matthew Thornton, Chairman. 
" To William Knight and Joshua Wentworih, Esqs., Cap- 
tain William Pearce, Captain Thomas Thompson, and 
Captain Supply Clap." 

Pursuant to the above order, we, the subscribers, deter- 
mined on and transported some vessels for the purpose above 
mentioned, and valued the same ; since which, finding it un- 
necessary they should lay any longer at their moorings, have 
returned them to the respective wharves from whence they 
were taken, and delivered them to the several owners, un- 
hurt ; but that some of the cables and hawsers are injured 
by use, of which a future estimate may be made, if the 
owners require it. 

William Knight, William Pearce, 
Joshua Wentworth, Supply Clap. 
Portsmouth, December 16, 1775. 



COLONEL SCOTT TO CAPTAIN SOUTHALL. 

Norfolk, December 17, 1775. 
Dear Sir : I have just time to inform you that we have 
got possession of the most horrid place I ever beheld ; I 
mean Norfolk. Almost all the inhabitants fled on board 
the ships. Flags are continually passing, asking water, 
provision, or to exchange prisoners. Duty is harder than 
I ever saw before. Our guards have not been relieved for 
forty-eight hours. The men-of-war fell down last evening 
about four miles, and left a brig, with five thousand bushels 
of salt, behind ; which our guard took, and brought to the 
wharf; but have not got one bushel on shore yet. We 
have got on board the vessel Mr. Cary Mitchell. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHU- 
SETTS. 

Cambridge, December 16, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Among many resolves of Congress, which 
were forwarded to me the other day, are the enclosed. 

Not being able to discover from the resolves themselves, 
or the letter which accompanied them, whether a copy had 
been transmitted to you by the President, or to be handed 
in by me, 1 thought it best to err on the safe side, especially 
as the Quartermaster-General has just informed me that he 
is exceedingly scarce of hay, and can get none under six 
pounds lawful a ton ; and that he is fearful, if he should 
even consent to offer this, (enormous as it is,) the price 
will be further advanced upon him as heretofore, and in the 
article of wood. 

I am, &c, George Washington. 

Honourable Genera] Court of Massachusetts- Bay. 



FROM GENERAL WASHINGTON S SECRETARY. 

Cambridge, December 16, 1775. 

Madam: I am commanded by His Excellency to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, and 
to inform you that an exchange of prisoners is not yet 
agreed upon; when it is, Mr. Tilly will probably be releas- 
ed among the rest. He will not be forgot then. 
I am, Sic. 

To Mrs. Ruth Tilly, New-Haven. 



" In Committee of Safety for New-Hampshire, ) 
October 27, 1775. \ 

" Gentlemen : It having been represented to this Com- 
mittee as necessary that a number of vessels should be 
properly moored above the Boom in Piscaiaqua river, in 
order to prevent the passage of the enemy's ships up the 
river, we do therefore hereby desire you, or any three of 
you, to take a sufficient number of the meanest vessels you 
can easily find, that will answer the purpose, and fix them 
in such places, and in such a manner, above the Boom, as 



COLONEL WOODFORD TO EDMUND PENDLETON, PRESIDENT,. 

Norfolk, December 17, 1775. 

Your favour of the 14th came safe to hand last night, 
and I should esteem myself wanting in duty, and respect 
to your honourable body, if I did not take the earliest op- 
portunity to express the high sense I have of the great; 
honour done me by your resolution of the 13th instant, and 
to assure the Convention that I consider my country's ap- 
probation of my conduct a sufficient reward for any services 
I may be thought to render at this alarming crisis. 

I had taken the liberty to afford that protection and as- 
sistance to the distressed Highlanders which I find is the 
wish of the Convention ; and Colonel Howe and myself 
will pay due regard to your directions respecting those thai; 
remain still in this town. Their vessel being detained., 
and their distressed wives and little ones left to starve in a 
strange country, is a fresh instance of the inhumanity of a 
certain Lord.* 

* A remarkable instance of Lord Dunmoue's humanity. — A ship from 
Cameron, in North-Britain, with about two hundred and fifty High- 
landers, consisting of men, women, and children, was bound to New-. 
bern, in North. Carolina, but forced by bad weather and other acci- 
dents to put into Norfolk, in this Colony, Lord DunmoTe,'whoao troops 
had a few days before bjen defeated in the buttle at iheGtregt-Bridge, 
forced these poor people on shore, seized their ship for accommodating; 
his Tory friends, wiio, after the battle, fled from Norfolk, on board the 
ships and other vessels lying in the harbour, and left his other coun- 
trymen, with their wives and children, to perish for warit of subsistence,, 
in a strange land. In this wretched condition they petitioned Colonel 
Woodford to take them under his protection. This petition was trans- 
mitted by that bravo officer to the General Convention, sitting at Wil- 
liamsburgh, who immediately gave orders that the Colonel should tako 
them under his protection, relieve their immediate wants, and afford 
them all necessary assistance, to conduct them to North-Carolina, the 
place of their first destination. In consequence of those orders, Colonel 
Woodford sent the Highlanders, in Wagons, under a proper escort, to 
Suffolk ; from whence, by order of tho Committee of Safety, they are 
to be conducted to North-Carolina, agreeably to the order of the Con- 
vention. Tho Committee of Safety, of this Colony, have wrote to Iha 
Committee of Safety of North-Carolina, informing them of the distress- 
es of these poor people, occasioned by Lord Dvaiwrrc's cr.uel treatment, 
and requesting them to give directions for their reli, f and accommoda- 
tion, till they shall arrive among their friends in that Province, amongst; 
whom they intended to settle. Lord Dunmore had forcgi about one- 
hundred and sixty of these unfortunate people into hj§" service ; but, 
upon being informed of the humane intention of tHis Colony, they 
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have them in barracks. By this letter, I find Colonel Max- 
well's regiment cannot, at present, be provided with the 
barracks at Trenton, as I expected. It seems there are 
■ about seventy or eighty non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vate soldiers, prisoners from Canada, with their women, 
fee, at Trenton, who have taken possession of the best 
rooms in the barracks, with all the furniture, and behave 
in a most insolent and improper manner, exciting mutiny 
and dissension among the men of Colonel Maxwell's regi- 
ment, posted there. From what I am well assured of, I 
have reason to believe that it is very improper those pri- 
soners should remain at Trenton, or in the Province. The 
Tories, in every part of it, have of late assumed fresh 
courage, and talk very daringly. I was yesterday evening 
informed by the Committee of this County, that they re- 
ceived intelligence of a combination carrying on for oppo- 
sing the measures of the Congress; that some of them are 
bold enough to assert that their list of Association already 
amounts to more than four thousand men ; and that they 
have had a supply of ammunition from on board the Asia, 
rrian- of-war. On this foundation, the Committee have ap- 
plied to me for a party of men to seize two of the most 
active of the gang in this County, and I hope to surprise 
them to-morrow evening. 

Colonel Lawry has, yesterday, paid off three companies 
more of my regiment at this place. Part of the eighth 
and last company arrived at the barracks at Amboy on Fri- 
day; the remainder of them are expected there to-morrow. 
On Tuesday next, a complete company from Morristown 
will also be there. The troops in barracks will, to-morrow, 
begin to subsist on their rations, as contracted for by the 
Congress. 

I do not find that it will be possible to get any ammuni- 
tion in this Province or New- York. We ought to have a 
magazine of at least twenty-four rounds, to guard against 
unforeseen emergencies. 

I shall, on foot hereof, add an account of the manner of 
stationing these two regiments as I intended them. Colo- 
nel Lawry, who has lately reviewed the barracks, is of 
opinion, with me that they cannot possibly contain more 
than ! have allotted to them. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most humble servant, 

Stirling. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq. 

Stations intended for the two Regiments in New-Jersey : 
In barracks at Burlington, - - - - 3 companies. 
In barracks at Trenton, ----- 3 
In barracks at Brunswick, - - 
In barracks at Amboy, - - - 
Tn barracks at Elizabethtown, - 
In board nXjElizabethtown, - - 

Total, 



COLONEL MAXWELL TO THE EARL OF STIRLING. 

Trenton, December 14, 1775. 

My Lord : I have wrote to the Continental Congress to 
have a surgeon appointed, and that there maybe some 
orders given for repairing the barracks. There is another 
affair of so delicate a nature I thought it proper to consult 
you on before I would inform the Congress ; and if you 
please to inform the Congress of it, I will decline. The 
case is thus: The two barracks in the western division 
will not be sufficient to hold my regiment when they are 
put in the best order. The Trenton barracks are already 
occupied by the Government prisoners. They have pos- 
session of the officers' rooms, and most of the bedding and 
utensils, which cannot be put up with ; besides, I look on 
them as unfit companions for our soldiers; at any rate they 
may infuse bad sentiments into their minds, that will not be 
easily removed. The people in the country talk loudly of 
it, that Trenton is a very improper place for the prisoners, 
it being so much of a thoroughfare. 

I beg you will inform the Congress of what you may 
think necessary of the above, and you will much oblige me. 

My Lord, your Lordship's most obedient, humble ser- 
vant William Maxwell. 

To the Hon. William, Earl of Stirling. 
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COLONEL MAXWELL TO LORD STIRLING. 

Woodbridgc, December 17, 1775, 

Dear Sir: You will find by this we got no farther last 
night. Mr. Patterson had me entirely in his power. He 
would go no farther, but declared he would encamp here ; 
and it was so very dark I did not think it safe to proceed. 
The purport of this is to beg your Lordship would please 
to begin the letter I left you yesterday in the following 
order, viz : 

"Trenton, December 14, 1775. 

" My Lord : Your favour of the 10th inst., I just now 
received, wherein your Lordship informs me the troops are 
not to march so soon for the Hudson river, as you first ex- 
pected. I must acknowledge I am very glad of it ; for not- 
withstanding my utmost endeavours, the soldiers would 
have been far from complete, as they should be, either in 
arms or clothing, for such a march to the northward. A 
great many of our best arms want repairs. I have wrote 
to the Congress for two casks of powder and one of flints, 
as I can get none there, and begged they would order the 
barracks to be repaired." 

Please to add what part of the above you may think 
proper to that you have. Give my compliments to Law- 
ry. Mr. Patterson begs I may enclose you his compli- 
ments. 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most humble servant, 

William Maxwell. 
To William, Earl of Stirling. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN NEW-YORK, 
DATED MONTREAL, DECEMBER 17, 1775. 

Our brother-soldiers, now before Quebeck, have thrown 
up ramparts of snow and water, which, when condensed 
and frozen, are proved by experience to be sufficient for 
the purpose. Who but Yankoos would have thought of 
such a contrivance? Or who but enthusiasts for ...liberty 
would carry on a siege at such a season of the year ? 

The companies of Captains Weisenfels, Cheeseman, Mott, 
Varick, and Quackenboss, are before Quebeck ; Captain 
Goforth's and Lyon's are stationed here, under Colonel 
Ritzema. Captain Willet has the command at St. John's. 



COLONEL KNOX TO COLONEL McDOUGALL. 

Fort-Georgo, December 17, 1775. 

Sir : When I was at New- York, I did not know of any 
13-inch mortars, a number of which I found at Ticon- 
deroga. I must beg, sir, that you would use your influ- 
ence that there be sent immediately to the camp at Cam- 
bridge, the following number of shells: Five hundred 
13-inch shells; two hundred 5 r *j-inch shells; four hundred 
4£-inch shells. You are too well acquainted with the im- 
portance of this request to want urging any additional 
motive for the utmost expedition. If they are not to be 
had, please to inform General Washington immediately. 
The business on which I came has succeeded equal to my 
expectation. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obliged and most 

humble servant, u „ 

Henry Knox. 

Colonel McDougall. 



COLONEL KNOX TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Fort-George, December 17, 1775. 
May it please your Excellency: I returned from 
Ticonderoga to this placo on the 15th inst,, and brought 
with me the cannon, &ic, it having taken nearly the time 
I conjectured it would to transport them here. It is not 
easy to conceive the difficulties we have had in getting 
them over the lake, owing to the advanced season of the 
year and contrary winds. Three days ago, it was very un- 
certain whether we could have gotten them over until next 
spring ; but now, please God, they shall go. I have made 
forty-two exceeding strong sleds, and have provided eighty 
yoke of oxen to drag them as far as Springfield, where I 
shall get fresh cattle to carry them to camp. The route 
will be from here to Kinderhook, from thence into Great 
Barrington, Massachusetts-Bay, and down to Springfield. 
There will scarcely be any possibility of conveying them 
from here to Albany or Kinderhook, but on sleds, the roads 
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Your orders respecting the Tories and negro prisoners 
shall be complied with. We have upwards of one hundred 
of them now in our guards. Captain Squire sent us yes- 
terday the following ticket: 

" Captain Squire's compliments to Messrs. Howe and 
Woodford, and will be glad to know if they mean to pre- 
vent the navy and army from being supplied with provisions 
and water." 

To which we returned this answer : " Colonel Howe and 
Colonel Woodford's compliments to Captain Squire, and 
return him for answer to his message, that as His Majesty's 
troops and ships-of-war have long since committed hostili- 
ties upon the persons and property of the good people of 
this Colony, and have actually taken and imprisoned seve- 
ral private gentlemen, and others, who did not bear arms 
at the time, our express orders are, to prevent, to the ut- 
most of our power, any communication whatever between 
the said troops and ships-of-war and this town, or any part 
of this Colony." 

In the afternoon the two ships-of-war and tenders got 
under sail, and fell down towards the distillery. They gave 
a signal for a snow, with four thousand bushels of salt, to 
follow ; but she not being so quick as they expected, our 
guard ordered her to continue. The Kingfisher sent a 
boat, with about fifteen hands, to bring her off; but our 
officer hailed her, when within gun-shot, and told her he 
would fire if she did not return. She took his advice and 
put about to the man-of-war. On board the snow was Mr. 
Cary Mitchell, with all his official papers, which we have 
in possession, likewise the vessel, moored to the wharf, and 
intend landing the salt as soon as a proper house can be 
got within our guards. That gentleman has made many 
professions of his innocence, and has prevailed upon Col. 
Howe and myself to take his parole of honour for his 
appearance before the Convention, for which he sets off 
to-morrow. 

Twenty-odd pieces of cannon were left by the enemy, 
but spiked and dismantled. 

Norfolk, Doccmbcr 19, 1775. 
Yesterday the two men-of-war, and a large sloop, stood 
up to their former station, and sent a flag of truce, with the 
following message : 

deserted him, and joined their wives and children, except two maidens, 
who were detained as bed-makers to his Lordship. 

Notwithstanding the Convention had a return from Colonel Wood, 
ford, after the battle of the Great-Bridge, from which, besides from 
the Colonel's own declaration in his letter to them, it appeared that not 
one of out men was killed, and but ono slightly wounded ; and add to 
these convincing proofs of the truth of this, we have seen officers of 
veracity that were in the action, who declare the same thing ; yet we 
hear that it was reported in Norfolk that we lost one hundred and fifty 
men ; and we have pretty good reason to believe that Lord Dunmore 
had propagated a report amongst the few Tories now left in his inte- 
rest thai fifty of the Grenadiers of the Fourteenth Regiment had fullen 
into an ambuscade of twelve hundred Rebels ; that they fought bravely, 
killed one hundred and fifty Rebels, and retreated, leaving behind them 
thirty-three killed and wounded ; that their Iosb was heavy, but that 
they sold their lives dearly ; that the Shirt-men have nothing to boast 
of, having with difficulty forced the seventeen surviving Grenadiers to 
retreat, although they had fifty to one. We may therefore expect, when 
the news of this affair arrives in England, that Lord Dartmouth will 
publish Lord Dunmore's letter, which will probably contain a more 
rational account, and may be to this effect: That, finding the Rebels 
had closely besieged a fort he had built to obstruct their passage to 
Norfolk, that a Inrge reinforcement was daily expected by them from 
Carolina, and that they were procuring cannon, he thought it best to 
attack them before they could receive such assistance ; especially, as ho 
was informed by a deserter that they were but three hundred ; that he 
found that a favourable opportunity, having just pressed into his service 
some Scotch Highlander! wlm had come over to settle in America, and 
this circumstance giving rise to a report, which ho had taken care to 
propagate, that he had received a reinforcement of five hundred High- 
landers, he thought it advisable to make an attack as soon as possible ; 
that he ordered Captain Leslie, with a company of eight Infantry, and 
Captain Fordyce, with his company of Grenadiers of the Fourteenth 
Regiment, to take with them all the volunteers and slaves that were 
well armed, to march in the night of the 8th December to the fort, and 
to sally ont by day-break and attack the Rebels; that Captain Leslie 
did so, but being in a ; great measure deserted by the slaves, and several 
of the volunteers, (for they could not bo prevailed upon to advance,) 
and the Rebels having near three times the number ho had been in- 
formed they had, ana behaving, indeed, on that occasion, with more 
resolution than they had ever done, and Captain Fordyce and the ad- 
vance Grenadiers being cut off by the Riflemen, and Captain Leslie 
being unable to rally the negroes, who could not stand the severe fire 
from hundreds of marksmen, retreated into the fort, and that night 
abandoned it ; that he, finding the people of Norfolk were not to be 
relied on in caseof an attack, thought it prudent to retire to the ships, 
and wait. for a reinforcement, which he hourly expected, Some streh 
account as this we may expect to see in some future English paper, 
unless this anticipation of it should happen to be read or republished in 
England before their Lordships have patched up their story. — Va. Gaz. 



" Captain Squire's compliments to Colonels Howe and 
Woodford. Acquaint them that the brig laden with salt 
alongside the wharf is a prize belonging to the King, and 
taken by the Otter. Captain Squire requests she may be 
immediately delivered up, and proposes sending a boat to 
take her away. Should any shot be fired on the people, 
he will most assuredly fire on the town." 

To which we returned this answer: " Colonel Howe and 
Colonel Woodford's compliments to Captain Squire, and 
return him for answer, that the brig in question fell into our 
hands the other night, and we shall give orders to fire upon 
any boat that attempts to take her away." 

They have never yet made the attempt, and our parties 
are ready to oppose the taking the vessel. Our out-scouts 
inform us that a thirty-six gun frigate, with a brig, are be- 
low this, at the Pleasure-House. She is supposed to be 
the Liverpool frigate, with a store-ship. We have parties 
watching her motions. 



A morning Return of the Forces under the command of 
Colonel Howe. 

Norfolk, December 17, 1775. 

Virginia Second Regiment, 350 

Virginia Minute Battalion, ------ 165 

Virginia First Regiment, detachment of, - - 172 
North- Carolina Second Regiment, ... 438 
North-Carolina Volunteers, - - - - - 150 

Total strength of Companies, - - - - 1 275 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN OF THE CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS TO HIS FRIEND IN WILLIAMSBURGH, 
VIRGINIA, DATED DECEMBER, 1775. 

One of our armed vessels has taken an English store- 
ship, coming with all the implements of war, except pow- 
der, to Boston. She is worth about thirty thousand pounds 
sterling, as General Washington informs us, and the stores 
are adapted to his wants as perfectly as if he had sent the 
invoice. They have also taken two provision vessels from 
Ireland to Boston. A forty-gun ship blew up the other 
day, by accident, in the harbour of Boston. Of a certainty 
the hand of God is upon them. Our last intelligence from 
Arnold, to be relied on, is by letter from him ; he was then 
at Point-Levi, opposite Quebeck, and had a great number 
of canoes ready to cross the river. The Canadians re- 
ceived him with cordiality, and the regular force in Que- 
beck was too inconsiderable to give him any inquietude. 
A later report makes him in possession of Quebeck ; but 
this is not authenticated. Montgomery had proceeded in 
quest of Carleton and his small fleet of eleven pickeroons, 
then on Lake St. Frangois. He had got below him, and 
had batteries so planted as to prevent his passing. It is 
thought he cannot escape their vigilance. 

I hope Lord Chatham may live till the fortune of war 
puts his son into our hands, and enable us, by returning 
him safe to his father, to pay a debt of gratitude. 

The Congress have promoted Brigadier-General MonU 
gomery to be a Major-General ; and on being assured that 
Arnold is in possession of Qutbeck, it is probable he will 
be made a Brigadier-General, one of those offices being 
vacant by Montgomery's promotion. 



LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS 
[Read December 23, 1775.J 

EHzabethtown, December 17, 1775. 

Sir: The two letters I wrote you on the 3d and 5th 
instant, I hope you received. I have not received any 
answer to either of them, except a letter from Mr. Walter 
Livingston, relative to the surgeon and quartermaster of 
my regiment, which I have answered. 

The enclosed letter from Colonel Maxwell, 1 received 
yesterday. I had before wrote to him to put his men into 
barracks as soon as possible. I was then sensible that all 
the barracks in this Province would not contain the two 
regiments of Continental troops raised in New-Jersey, and 
therefore intended boarding out two or three of the com- 
panies in this town, at a dollar per week, which, consider- 
ing the expense of fire- wood, will be nearly as cheap as to 
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being very much gullied. At present, the sledding is tole- 
rable to Saratoga, about twenty-six miles ; beyond that 
there is none. I have sent for the sleds and teams to come 
up, and expect to begin to move them to Saratoga on 
Wednesday ov Thursday next, trusting that between this 
and that period we shall have a fine fall of snow, which 
will enable us to proceed farther, and make the carriage 
easy. If that should be the case, 1 hope, in sixteen or 
seventeen days, to be able to present to your Excellency 
a noble train of artillery, the inventory of which I have 
enclosed. I have been particular with respect to their di- 
mensions, that no mistake may be made in making their 
carriages, as there are none here, or implements of any 
kind. I also send a list of those stores which I desired 
Colonel McDougaU to send from New-York. I did not 
then know of any 13-inch mortars, which was the reason 
of my ordering but few shells of that size ; but I now 
write to him for five hundred 13-inch, two hundred 5 T ^- 
inch, and four hundred 4£-inches. If these sizes could 
be had there, as I believe they can, I should imagine it 
would save time and expense rather than to have them 
cast. If you should think otherwise, or have made provi- 
sion for them elsewhere, you will please to countermand 
this order. 

There is no other news here of Colonel Arnold than 
that, from Colonel Maclean's having burnt the houses round 
Quebeck, Colonel Arnold was obliged to go to Point-aux- 
Trembles, about six miles from the city; that Gen. Mont- 
gomery had gone to join him with a considerable body of 
men, and a good train of artillery, mortars, Sec. There are 
some timid and some malevolent spirits who make this mat- 
ter much worse ; but from the different accounts which I 
have been able to collect, I have very little doubt that 
General Montgomery has Quebeck now in his possession. 

I am, with the utmost respect, your Excellency's most 
obedient; humble servant, HENRy Rnox 

His Excellency General Washington. 

List of Mortars and Cannon brought from Ticonderoga> 
December 10, 1775 : 

DIAMETER OF THE BORE. LENGTH. 



List of Cannon, Stores, fyc, ordered from New- York, 
November 27, 1775 : 

Twelve double-fortified iron 4-pounders; two brass 6- 
pounders; five tons 24-pound shot; five tons 18-pound 
shot; five tons 13-inch shells; ten tons 10-inch shells; ten 
tons 8-inch shells ; five tons 7-inch shells ; port-fire com- 
positions and quick-matches. All the carcasses, although 
it is dubious whether there are any. 

Ordered from the same place, December 17, 1775 : Five 
hundred 13-inch shells ; two hundred 5 T Vinch shells ; four 
hundred 4J-inch shells. 

Col. McDougaU mentioned, doubtfully, that he thought 
there were some carcasses at a place near New-York. I 
ordered, if there were any, for the whole to be forwarded; 
but have since heard there were but few. They must be 
provided elsewhere. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Cambridge, December 17, 1775. 

Sir: By sundry persons and accounts just from Boston, 
I am informed that the Ministerial army is in very great dis- 
tress for want of fresh provisions, and having received intel- 
ligence that there are two hundred fat cattle on Block-Island, 
and some transport vessels cruising that way in quest of 
necessaries for the army, I must request you to have the 
cattle, &.C., removed from thence immediately, and from 
every other place where their ships can come and take 
them off. It is a matter of the utmost importance to pre- 
vent their getting a supply. If they can be hindered now, 
the advanced season of the year, and the inclement weather, 
which we may expect ere long, will put it out of their 
power. 

I yesterday received the enclosed information from se- 
veral persons who lately came out from Boston, which I 
thought my duty to transmit to you. It is more than pro- 
bable that the destination of the troops may be very differ- 
ent from what they have given out. They may have made 
use of that to deceive in another quarter. 

I am, &c, George Washington. 

To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island. 



Brass Mortars. 
2 cohorns, 
4 do. 
1 mortar, 
1 do. 



8 



Iron Mortars. 
1 mortar, 
1 do. 
1 do. 
3 do. 



feet, inches. 

- 5 7-10 inches - 1 4 

- 4i " - 1 1 

- 8J " - 2 

- 7£ " - 2 One 

trunnion wanting, but not damaged. 

feet, inches. 

- 6J inches - 1 10 

- 10 " - - 3 6 

- 10i " - -36 

- 13 in. 2 feet, 3 feet, and 3 J feet. 



Iron Howitzers. 
1 howitzer, - - 8 inches 
1 do. - - 8i " 



feet, inches, 

3 4 
3 4 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, December 17, 1775. 

Sir: I yesterday received the enclosed information from 
several persons who lately came out from Boston, which I 
thought it my duty to transmit to you. Whether these 
troops are embarked I cannot undertake to say ; but if they 
are, it is very probable that their destination is very differ- 
ent from what they have given out, and that was used only 
as a feint, and to deceive us. It is certain that several ships 
sailed from thence yesterday morning. 

I am, &c, George Washington. 

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut. 

P. S. Brigadier-General Prescott, as it is said, having 
treated Colonel Allen with severity, I beg your particu- 
lar attention lest he should escape. 

The same to the New- York Convention. 



Brass Cannon. 
8 three-pounders, 
3 six-pounders, 
1 eighteen do. 



1-20 inches 
7-10 " ■ 
1-2 " ■ 



1 short twenty-four 5 11-12 



13 

Iron Cannon. 
6 six-pounders, - 3 
4 nine-pounders, - 4 

6 twelve-pounders, 4 

7 double fort. 18-pound. 5 
3 long 18-pounders, 5 

26 



7-10 inches 
4-10 " 
3-4 « 
1-2 " 
1-2 " 



feet, inches. 

3 6 

4 6 
8 3 

5 6 



feet, inches. 

■ 9 7 



8 

9 

9 

11 



One large barrel of flints; twenty -three boxes of lead, 
about one hundred pounds each. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL WARD. 

Cambridge, December 17, 1775. 

Sir: The applications for liberty to go to the lines are 
so frequent that they cause much trouble. You will, there- 
fore, sir, grant passes to such as you may think proper. At 
the same time I would recommend to you that the officer 
who will attend upon these occasions be a person of sense, 
and one who will carefully attend to the conversation of 
those who meet on the lines. 

I am, &c, George Washington. 

To Major-General Ward. 

REPORTS of captain dodge. 

Chelsea, December 16, 1775. 
May it please tour Excellency : I have enclosed 
the observation of the day : 

Last evening, eight men ran away in a boat from Bea- 
ton, to our guard at the ferry. Early in the morning, find- 
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ing they had been with the guard, I immediately forwarded 
them to the Committee. On the Committee's reception 
of them, they cleansed them by smoking them, and let them 
pass. One of them was Captain James Warden, who was 
taken in Major Ahfflin's employ, who is very desirous of 
seeing the Major. Six of them are masters of vessels, and 
brought the enclosed account. 

I am your most humble servant, 

Richard Dodge, Captain. 
To his Excellency General Washington. 

N. B. Yesterday, one large mortar was carried over to 
'Bunker-Hill. The troops are filling water, and carrying 
it on board the transports. Provision is very scarce ; the 
officers say not more than enough to last them six weeks. 
One of the gentlemen says he dined with a man that dined 
with Lord Percy, a few days ago, upon horse-beef. This 
is from the men that came out of Boston last ni^ht. 

This account I received from Boston this day, December 
17,1775: 

Remarks for Tuesday, December 5, 1775: — Got into 
Boston; met with the ship Boyne, bound for London, 
which bad on board thirty masters of vessels, passengers. 

Thursday,!: The Foy, naan-of-war, twenty guns, Mon- 
tagu commander, brought in the brigantine Washington, 
one Ahtrtindale commander, mounting ten guns and ten 
swivels, and seventy-two men. The Captain and all the 
men were put on board the Preston. 

Monday last : — Prisoners were put on board the Tartar, 
man-of-war, to be sent home for trial as pirates. 

The following is the price of provisions in Boston: 
Rum, twelve shillings per gallon ; molasses, three shillings, 
by the hogshead ; wood, four pounds, sixteen shillings and 
six pence, per cord ; sea coal, four pounds, fourteen shil- 
lings, per chaldron ; salt beef, four pounds, five shillings, 
per pound ; Madeira wine, one pound eight shillings, 
per. dozen ; red porter, one pound four shillings, per doz- 
en ; hay, twenty pounds, per ton; geese, nine shillings; 
turkeys, ten shillings and six pence ; fowls, four shillings 
and six pence ; onions, six pence per pound ; potatoes, 
ten shillings per bushel. 

Soldiers' allowances, four pounds per week. 

Orders from General Howe, to pull down the Old North 
Meeting-house, and one hundred wood houses. Morison, a 
Scotch minister, took bribe of a certain gentleman, of thirty- 
six shillings sterling, to get out of Boston, and seventy-two 
shillings to let him bring out a trunk of two hundred and 
eighty pounds in cash ; which, when he had it in his power, 
seized the whole and carried it to .Boston again. 

The officers ofthe Fifty-ninth and Eighteenth regiments 
are sailed for home in order to recruit, and return in 
the spring. One regiment of Foot and three companies of 
the Light-Horse sail for Halifax this day. 

I am credibly informed that the soldiers have nothin" 



but the above four pounds of pork and bread dealt out to 
them. Richard Dodge, Captain. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Camp on Winter-Hill, December 17, 1775. 

Much respected General: Agreeably to your order 
have again wailed on Major Rogers, and strictly examined 
him. Have seen his several permits, and think them gen- 
uine, and in every respect agreeably to the copy sent you. 
He says he left New-York about the 10th of October, be- 
ing ill with the fever and ague, was ten days in getting to 
Albany ; that there, and at the place called Stone Rabba, 
he tarried ten days more ; he then passed through Hoosuck, 
Standford, Draper, and Hinsdale, in his way to his brother, 
who lives in Kent; he was three days in performing this 
route, and tarried with his brother five or six days more; he 
was then three days in going to Westminster, and in his 
way passed through by Dartmouth College, and saw Mr. 
Wheclock ; from thence he went to his farm in Pennicook, 
where he tarried six or eight days; from thence he went 
to Newbury, and from thence to Portsmouth, and after tar- 
rying there some few days, laid his permit before the Com- 
mittee of Safety. He owns every thing in Mr. WheelocJc's 
letter, except that of his having been in Canada, which he 
warmly denies, and says he can prove the route he took, 
and prove himself to have been in the several towns at or 
near the days he has mentioned. I asked him why he 
came to the camps, as he had no business with any parti- 
cular persons, and had no inclination to offer his service in 
the American cause; to which he replied, that he had 
voluntarily waited upon the Committees of several Colo- 
nies, as he thought it a piece of respect due to them, and 
would probably prevent his being suspected and treated as 
a person unfriendly to us; that he likewise thought it his 
duty to wait on your Excellency, and acquaint you with 
the situation of his affairs, and if he could, to obtain your 
license, to travel unmolested. 

These, sir, are the facts as handed to me by him. What 
may be his secret designs I am unable to say, and what 
steps are most proper to be taken respecting him your Ex- 
cellency can best judge. I am far from thinking that he 
has been in Canada ; but as he was once Goyernour of Mi- 
chilimackinack, it is possible he may have a commission to 
take that command, and stir up the Indians against us, and 
only waits for an opportunity to get there ; for which rea- 
son I would advise lest some blame might be laid upon 
your Excellency in future, not to give him any other per- 
mit, but let him avail himself of those he has ; and should 
he prove a traitor, let the blame centre upon those who 
enlarged him. I beg pardon for intruding my opinion, 
and subscribe myself your Excellency's most obedient ser- 
vant, John Sullivan. 
His Excellency General Washington. 



NORTH-CAROLINA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL. 

At a Provincial Council held at the Court House in the 
County of Johnston, the eighteenth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord 1775: 

The Honourable the President, and ten Members ap- 
peared and took their seats in Council, to wit: 

Samuel Johnston, Thomas Jones, Samuel Ashe, James 
Coor, Thomas Eaton, Abner Nash, John Kinchen, Whit- 
mill Hill, Waightstill Avery, Thomas Person, Esquire3. 

The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, December 19, 1775. 

The Council met according to adjournment. 

Samuel Spencer, Esquire, one of the members of Coun- 
cil appeared, repeated and subscribed the Test, and took 
his seat. 

The Sheriff of Halifax County brought before this Coun- 
cil a certain Walter Lamb, with several affidavits accusing 
him with sundry misdemeanors. 

And whereas this Council thinking it proper that the 
witnesses should personally appear against the said Lamb, 

Do therefore order, That Mr. Branch, the aforesaid 
Sheriff, take into his custody the said Lamb, unless he shall 
give sufficient security to appear before the said Commit- 



tee of Safety, for the District of Halifax, by them to be 
tried, acquitted, or punished as they shall think necessary. 

The Sheriff of Halifax County, brought before this 
Council a certain George Massingbird, with an affidavit 
accusing him of having made use of some words disre- 
spectful to the cause of America. 

And whereas this Council thinking it proper that the 
witnesses should personally appear against the said George 
Massingbird, and he appearing to be truly sensible of his 
past ill conduct, and having taken an oath satisfactory to 
the Council : 

Do therefore order, That the said George Massing- 
bird be discharged from custody. 

The Council being informed that Roger Ormond, Esq., 
one of the members of the Committee of Safety for the 
District of Newbern is dead : 

It is therefore resolved, That John Simpson, Esquire, 
of the County of Pitt, be, and he is hereby appointed a 
member of the said Committee, for the District aforesaid, 
in the room and stead of the said Roger Ormond, and that 
he, the said John Simpson, be admitted to take his seat 
accordingly. 

The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 
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Wednesday, December 20, 1775. 

The Council met according to adjournment. 

Resolved, That the Paymaster of Hillsborough District 
pay unto Messrs. Nathan Rochester and William Johnston, 
seventy pounds, seven shillings and four pence, Procla- 
mation money, for one hundred and fifty pounds of Gun- 
powder, four hundred and seventy-six pounds of bar Lead, 
and one thousand Gun Flints, purchased by them pursuant 
to a resolve of the Committee of Orange County, and that 
the said Ammunition be lodged in the hands of William 
Johnston, and that the said Paymaster take his receipt for 
the same, to be produced whenever demanded by the 
publick. 

Resolved, That Lehansyus Delceyser, Adjutant in the 
First Regiment of Regulars, raised in this Province, under 
the command of Colonel James Moore, be allowed Adju- 
tant's pay, from the fifteenth day of September last, inclu- 
sive, he having performed duty from that day. 

It appearing to this Council, that the measures concert- 
ed for the defence of American liberty have been commu- 
nicated to the prejudice of the publick, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committees 
of Wilmington and Brunswick, and to the Commanding 
Officer of the detachment stationed on Cape-Fear River, 
to use their utmost endeavours to cut off all manner of 
personal communication between his Excellency Govern- 
oar Martin and the officers of the ships-of-war, with the 
inhabitants of this Province, on any pretext whatever; 
and that the utmost caution be used in supplying the 
ships-of-war with Provisions ; that they be conveyed in such 
manner as to prevent any intelligence from being disclo- 
sed by the persons conveying the said Provisions. 

Resolved, That nothing in the above Resolve shall be 
construed to prevent any person corresponding by letter 
with Governour Martin, or the ships-of-war, such letter 
being first laid before the Committees of the said towns, 
or either of them, or the Commanding-Officer aforesaid, 
and approved of by them. 

Provided, nevertheless, That the Committee of Safety 
for the District of Wilmington, should they think it neces- 
sary, are hereby empowered to cut off all supplies of Pro- 
visions to any of the ships-of-war lying in Cape-Fear 
River. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
into the hands of William Kennon, Esquire, Commissary 
to the First Regiment of regular Troops in this Province, 
the sum of two thousand pounds, for purchasing Provi- 
sions for the use of said Troops, to be accounted for with 
the Provincial Congress ; and that they be allowed in their 
accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That Mr. President write in the name of this 
Board, to the Council of Safety of South- Carolina, re- 
questing them to supply this Province with two thousand 
weight of Gunpowder, to be delivered Waightslill Avery, 
Esquire, or his order, who is hereby appointed to wait upon 
them, or empower some other person for that purpose, to 
receive the same ; and that this Board will pay for all Pow- 
der delivered to the said Waightstill Avery in consequence 
of this order; and that the Treasurers, or either of them, 
be ordered to give a draft on the Continental Treasury for 
the amount. 

Resolved, That Matthew Troy be appointed to employ 
proper persons to make Carriages for, and mount four of 
the Cannon now at Ncwbern, and remove them to Salis- 
bury, for the defence of this Province, to be accounted for ; 
and that the Treasurers, or either of them, pay into the 
hands of the said Matthew Troy, the sum of forty pounds 
for the above service, and be allowed in their accounts with 
the publick. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
into the hands of Abner Nash and James Coor, Esquires, 
one hundred pounds, to be appropriated by them towards 
completing the Fortifications now erecting at Hanging- 
Point, on Neuse River, and be allowed in their accounts 
with the publick. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
into the hands of Samuel Ashe, Esquire, one hundred 
pounds, to be appropriated by him towards completing the 
Fortification now erecting at Du Bois's Mill, on Cape- 



Fear River, and be allowed in their accounts with the 
publick. 

The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday, December 21, 1775, 
The Council met according to adjournment. 

To either of the Publick Treasurers : 

You are to pay unto James Davis, printer, two hundred 
and fifty pounds, Proclamation money, being for one yeav's 
salary due to him, the first day of this instant, as publick 
printer to this Province, according to act of Assembly for 
that purpose ; for which this shall be your warrant. 

Resolved, That Robert Smith, Esquire, be appointed 
Paymaster of the Troops stationed in the District of Eden- 
ton, as also to the Minute-men in the said District, in the 
room of Samuel Johnston, who resigns, he first entering 
into bond to this Council, with sufficient security in the 
sum of ten thousand pounds, Proclamation money. 

This Council taking into consideration the necessity of 
fitting out Armed Vessels, for the protection of the trade of 
this Province ■ that there be three Armed Vessels fitted out 
with all aespatch, to wit : one at Cape Fear, one at JVew- 
bern, and one at Edenton : 

Do resolve, That Mr. President, Samuel Ashe, Richard 
Quince. Robert Ellis, Esquires, and Captain John Forster, 
or any three of them, are appointed Commissioners at Port 
Brunswick; Abner Nash, James Coor, Joseph Leech, 
James Davis, Richard Ellis, Esquires, and Messrs, John 
Green, David Baron, and John Wright Standley, or a 
majority of them, are appointed Commissioners at Port 
Beaufort; and Samuel Johnston, Thomas Jones, Joseph 
Montfort, Robert Hardy, Robert Smith, Esquires, and 
Mr. John Norcomb, or a majority of them, are appointed 
Commissioners at Port Roanoke ; and that the said Com- 
missioners do immediately purchase, arm, man, and vic- 
tual, in a sufficient manner, at each of the above-mention- 
ed ports, one good and substantial vessel, and to recom- 
mend proper officers to this Council, and to station thenj 
at such place or places as they may think proper, prudent, 
and necessary, in order to protect the trade and commerce 
of this Province, the whole under the control of the Pro- 
vincial Congress and Council. 

Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed^ for each 
of the ports mentioned by the above resolve, or a majority 
of them, are hereby empowered to draw on either of the 
Treasurers of this Province for all necessary sums of 
money to answer the above purposes, who shall be allow- 
ed the same in their accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That Abner Nash and James Coor, Esquires, 
or either of them, be empowered to charter one or more 
Vessels, and agree with the masters and seamen, at the Port 
of Newbern, and load the same to such parts as they may 
judge expedient, and with such articles as they may think 
proper, not exceeding the sum of five hundred pounds, 
Proclamation money, in order to procure Arms and Am- 
munition for the use and protection of this Province, the 
same to be at the hazard, risk, and expense of this Pro- 
vince. 

Resolved, That Mr. President, Richard Quince, Sen., 
and John Forster, Esqs., or either of them, be empowered 
to charter one or more Vessels, and agree with masters and 
seamen, at the Port of Wilmington, and load the = same to 
such parts as they shall judge expedient, and with such 
articles as they may think proper, not exceeding the sum of 
five hundred pounds, in order to procure Arms and Ammu- 
nition for the use and protection of this Province, the same 
to be at the hazard, risk, and expense of this Province. 

Resolved, That Whitmitl Hill, Esquire, be empowered 
to charter one or more Vessels, and agree with masters and 
seamen, at the Port of Edenton, and load the same to such 
parts as he shall judge expedient, and with such articles as 
he may think proper, not exceeding the sum of five hun- 
dred pounds, Proclamation money, in order to procure Arms 
and Ammunition for the use and protection of this Pro- 
vince, the same to be at the hazard, risk, and* expense oT 
this Province. 

Resolved, That James Geekie, be appointed Surgeon 
of the First Regiment of the Continental Army of this 
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Province, in the room of Doctor Isaac Guion, who neg- 
lects bis duty. 

Resolved, That Richard Caswell, Esquire, Treasurer of 
the Southern District, pay into the hands of Aimer Nash 
and James Coot, Esquires, or either of them, the sum of 
five hundred pounds, for purchasing Arms and Ammuni- 
tion, to be accounted for at the next Provincial Congress, 
and that the said Treasurer be allowed in his accounts with 
the publick. 

Resolved, That Samuel Johnston, Esquire, Treasurer of 
the Northern District, pay into the hands of Whilmill Hill, 
Esquire, the sum of five hundred pounds, for purchasing 
Arms and Ammunition, to be accounted for at the next 
Provincial Congress, and that the said Treasurer be allow- 
ed in his accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
into the hands of Mr. President, and Richard Quince, 
Sen., and John Forster, Esquires, or either of them, the 
sum of five hundred pounds, for purchasing Arms and 
Ammunition, to be accounted for at the next Provincial 
Congress, and that the said Treasurers be allowed in their 
accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
to Doctor William Pastuer, the sum of seventy-five pounds, 
for Medicines furnished the Second Regiment of Continen- 
tal Troops in this Province, and that the said William Pas- 
tuer account with the next Provincial Congress for the 
said sum, and that they be allowed in their accounts with 
the publick. 

It appearing to this Council, that John Simpson, Ed- 
ward Salter, and Robert Salter, Esquires, in behalf of the 
Committee of Pitt County, had agreed and executed bonds 
with .a certain Paul White, for a quantity of Powder and 
Lead, and at the same time undertook to indemnify the 
said Paul White, in his vessel, during the completion of the 
voyage: 

And whereas the said vessel on her arrival at OccacocJc 
Bar, was taken by a cutter belonging to some of His Ma- 
jesty's ships-of-war, and detained as a prize, but the Am- 
munition saved by taking out the same at sea: 

Resolved, That John Simpson, Edward Salter, and 
Robert Salter, be allowed the sum of eight hundred and 
sixty-five pounds, four shillings and eight pence, to en- 
able them to comply with their contract with the said 
Paul White ; and that the Treasurers, or either of them, 
pay them the same, and be allowed in their accounts with 
the publick. 

Resolved, That the next Provincial Council shall be 
held at the Court-Hpuse in the County of Johnston, the 
seventeenth day of March next ; but that the President 
may call a Council sooner, if he should find it necessary. 

Whereas it appears probable this Province may soon be 
invaded by the British Troops, and the inhabitants be 
destitute of sufficient Arms for defence of their lives, lib- 
erties, and properties: 

Jt^s therefore resolved, That Mr. Thomas Jones, Mr. 
Whitmill Hill, and Mr. Luke Sumiier, for Edenton ; Mr. 
Abner Nash, Mr. James Coor, and Mr. David Baron, 
for Newbern ; Mr. John Kinchen, Mr. John Butler, and 
Mr. Memucan Hunt, for Hillsborough ; Mr. President, 
Mr. Samuel_Ashe, Mr. William Campbell, and Mr. James 
Kenan, for Wilmington; Mr. Samuel Spencer, Mr. 
Waightstill Avery, Mr. Griffith Rutherford, Mr. Chris- 
topher Beekman, and Mr. Ralph Garrill, for Salisbury; 
Mr. Willie Jones, Mr. Thomas Eaton, Mr. William Al- 
ston, (son of Philip?) Mr. Joseph John Williams, Mr. 
Eaton Haynes, and Mr. Duncan Laman, for the District 
of Halifax, or any of them, be, and they are hereby, em- 
powered and required to purchase materials and employ 
proper persons to make and mend Guns and Bayonets, 
and also to purchase good serviceable Guns, Gun-barrels, 
Stocks, and Locks, Lead, and Flints, and have them re- 
paired for thense of this Province; for which purpose, the 
Treasurers or the Paymasters, or either of them, are di- 
rected to furnish any of the above persons with money out 
of the Publick Treasury, as occasion may require : Pro- 
vided, The amount to be paid to the persons in either of 
the Districts does not exceed the sum of three hundred 
pounds^; for which they are respectively to. account with 
the irext Provincial Congress. 



Resolved, That two Battalions of Minute-men be im- 
mediately embodied in the District of Salisbury, in the 
same manner as directed by the Congress, and that the 
following persons shall be, and are hereby appointed Field- 
Officers of said Battalions, viz : 

Of the First Battalion : Griffith Rutherford, Colonel ; 
John Pfifer, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Paisly, Major. 

Of the Second Battalion: Thomas Polk, Colonel; 
Adam Alexander, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Charles Machine, 
Major. 

And that Commissions issue accordingly. 

The Petition of William Gibbs being read, praying 
leave to ship a quantity of Naval Stores, which suffered in 
the late hurricane, and the same being taken under consi- 
deration was rejected, it being incompatible with the Re- 
solves of the Continental Congress. 

Resolved, That William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, and 
John Penn, Esquires, Delegates for this Province at the 
Continental Congress in Pfiiladelphia, do purchase one 
Wagon and four good Horses in the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania, and hire a careful person to bring the same to Eden- 
ton, in this Province, with the Gunpowder, Drums, 
Colours, and Fifes, procured by them for the use of the 
Continental Troops stationed in this Province ; and that the 
said Delegates are empowered to call upon the Continen- 
tal Treasurer for the amount of the purchase of the Wagon 
and Horses, and paying the person to be employed by 
them to bring the same ; to be charged to the Account of 
this Province. 

The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Friday, December 22, 1775. 

The Council met, according to adjournment. 

It having been made to appear to this Council, that the 
late Election for Delegates and Committee-men for the 
County of Onslow was unduly made, and that the Com- 
mittee so unduly elected have refused to subscribe the Test, 

Resolved, That the said Elections be set aside, and that 
the Election for Delegates and Commfttee-men for the 
said County of Onslow be held on the third Saturday in 
January next ; and that Thomas Johnston, Esq., give at 
least twenty days notice of this order previous to the said 
Election, and that he take the poll and make the proper 
returns. 

Whereas the County of Surry have failed to elect De- 
legates and Committee-men on the day appointed by Con- 
gress for that purpose, 

Resolved, That William Sheppard, Esq., be command- 
ed to notify the Freeholders and Householders to meet at 
the Court-House on the second Tuesday mEebruary next, 
then and there to elect any number of Freeholders or 
Householders, not more than five, to represent them in the 
next Congress ; and any number of Freeholders or House • 
holders, not less than twenty-one, to serve as Committee- 
men ; it being, in the opinion of this Council, agreeable to 
the intention of the last Congress. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
to Adam Boyd the sum of twenty pounds, for two hun- 
dred Pamphlets, delivered to the Congress at Hillsbo- 
rough, and be allowed in their accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That Mr. Jeremiah McCaffeiy be allowed 
the sum of seventy-four pounds, eight shillings and nine 
pence, Proclamation money, for two hundred and ninety- 
seven pounds and three-quarters of a pound of Gunpow- 
der, taken and received by Colonel Thomas Polk and 
Major John Pfifer, to be accounted for by thein to the 
next Congress, and by them served out to the Troops who 
lately marched from the Western Counties of this Pro- 
vince against the insurgents near Ninety- Six, in South- Ca- 
rolina; and that the Treasurers, or either of them, pay the 
same, and be allowed in their accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That James Mansfield be allowed the sum 
of five pounds, eleven shillings and six pence, Proclama- 
tion money, for taking care of the sick Soldiers at Cape- 
Fear, and that the Treasurers, or either of them, pay him 
the same, and be allowed in their accounts with the pub- 
lick. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
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into the hands of Colonel Henry Rhodes the sum of 
twenty-one pounds and nine shillings, for Gunpowder and 
Lead purchased in Onslow County, for the use of this 
Province ; and that, the said Henry Rhodes do deposite 
the said Powder and Lead in some secure place until fur- 
ther orders from this Council or the Provincial Congress. 

It appearing to this Council that James Kebble, of On- 
slow County, at present is inimical to the cause of Liberty, 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Council that 
the said Kebble is an improper person to hold any com- 
mission in the Militia of the said County. 

Whereas it appears to this Council, that, from the na- 
tural situation of Pasquotank County, being divided by a 
very wide river, that the calling of General Musters at the 
Court-House of that County is burdensome and trouble- 
some to the inhabitants of the same, and that a division of 
the Pasquotank Regiment would ease the inhabitants and 
encourage military discipline : 

Therefore, resolved, That the Regiment of Militia in 
the said County of Pasquotank shall be divided by Pas- 
quotank River, and thai all the Militia of said County on 
the northeast side of said river shall be, and is hereby, 
made and established a new and distinct Regiment, and 
shall be known and distinguished by the name of the Se- 
cond Regiment of Pasquotank Militia ; and that Com- 
missions issue accordingly. 

Resolved, That Colonel Henry Rhodes be, and he is 
hereby, appointed to pay for and receive into his custody 
all the Powder in the County of Onslow secured in the 
hands of individuals for the use of the publick, and keep 
the same till further orders. 

Resolved, That the dividing line between the First and 
Second Regiment of Rowan Militia shall hereafter be con- 
tinued from the mouth of the lower Little River, a due 
north course, to the line of the County of Surry, it ap- 
pearing to the Council to be more convenient to the in- 
habitants. 

Resolved, That Richard Quince be allowed the sum 
of two hundred and one pounds, three shillings and six 
pence, Proclamation money, for four hundred and sixteen 
pounds and one-half of a pound of Gunpowder, two thou- 
sand five hundred and thirty-one pounds of Lead, and one 
hundred and ninety-three pounds of Saltpetre, for the use 
of the publick ; and that the Treasurers, or either of them, 
pay him the same, and be allowed in their accounts with 
the publick. 

Resolved, That William Hill be allowed the sum of 
thirty-seven pounds, two shillings and eight pence, Pro- 
clamation money, for fifty weight of Gunpowder, and eight 
hundred and fourteen pounds of Buckshot, for the use of the 
publick, and delivered to Colonel Nash ; and that the Trea- 
surers, or either of them, pay him the same, and be al- 
lowed in their accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Wilmington be al- 
lowed the sum of eighty-three pounds, fifteen shillings 
and ten pence, Proclamation money, for thirty-one Guns, 
stocking four Guns, and repairing three Guns and twelve 
Gun Locks, for the use of the First Regiment, under the 
command of Colonel Moore; and that the Treasurers, or 
either of them, pay him the same, and be allowed in their 
accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Wilmington be al- 
lowed the sum of one hundred and fifteen pounds, three 
shillings and three pence, for seven hundred and thirty- 
three pounds and one-half pound of Powder, and seventy- 
three pounds of Lead and Ball, for the use of the publick ; 
and that the Treasurers, or either of them, pay them the 
same, and be allowed in their accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Wilmington be al- 
lowed the sum of seven pounds, one shilling, Proclamation 
money, for two Muskets, repairing one Gun and two Gun 
Locks, for the First Regiment, on account of the publick ; 
and that the Treasurers, or either of them, pay the same, 
and be allowed in their accounts with the publick. 

The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock^ 

Saturday, December 23, 1775. 

The Council met, according to adjournment. 



Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
to Doctor James Geekie the sum of fifty pounds, to enable 
him to purchase Medicines for the use of the First Regi- 
ment of the Continental Troops in this Province ; and 
that the said James Geekie account with the next Provin- 
cial Congress for the said sum, and that they be allowed 
in their accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That each of the Publick Treasurers be em- 
powered to draw on the Continental Treasury for any 
sum, not exceeding ten thousand dollars each, towards de- 
fraying the expense of the Troops on the Continental 
establishment in this Province. 

Sundry Resolves of the Continental Congress, respect- 
ing regulations and arrangements of the two Battalions of 
the Continental Army raised in this Province, being com- 
municated to this Council by the Delegates of this Pro- 
vince in the said Congress, 

Resolved, That copies of the said Resolves be delivered 
to the Colonels of the respective Battalions, and that it 
be recommended to them that they, with all convenient 
speed, call General Courts-Martial to form their respective 
Regiments, agreeably to the said Resolves. 

And as the number of Captains, agreeably to the said 
Resolutions, must necessarily be reduced, this Council will 
recommend it to the Provincial Congress that, in case any 
of the said reduced Captains will act as Lieutenants in 
the service, an allowance be made them, out of the pub- 
lick Treasury of this Province, sufficient to make their 
pay equal to a Captain's, and to retain their rank. And, 
as on the said new arrangement there will be several 
vacancies of Ensigns, this Council recommend it to the 
Courts-Martial to encourage proper persons to fill such va- 
cancies, to assist in recruiting their respective Regiments, 
which services will be considered by this Council, in filling 
up the said vacancies, in proportion to the number they 
shall respectively recruit. 

It is further recommended to the Commanding Officers 
of the said Battalions, that they, as soon as may be, de- 
spatch proper officers on recruiting parties to the Western 
Counties of this Province, in order that their full comple- 
ment of men may be completed with all despatch. 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding eighty pounds, 
Proclamation money, be applied by Samuel Johnston, 
Esq., Treasurer of the Northern District, for the purpose 
of erecting a Breastwork in the Town of Edenton, for the 
defence of the said Town ; and that the said Treasurer be 
allowed the same on settling his accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to all friends to 
American freedom to purchase all the Powder, Saltpetre, 
and Sulphur in their power, for the use of the publick, and 
lodge the same with the several Town and County Com- 
mittees in this Province ; and that the said Committees 
appoint a proper person in each Town and County to take 
care of the above-mentioned articles, and taking receipts 
for the same, and to be paid for by the publick ; and that 
a sum not exceeding half a dollar be given for Saltpetre. 

The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Sunday, December 24, 1775. 

The Council met, according to adjournment. 

Resolved, That the Paymasters be directed to furnish a 
sum, not exceeding sixty pounds, to the Captain of each 
Company, to be by him paid to such persons as may be 
sent out on recruiting parties, as advance money for the 
new recruits, at forty shillings a man. 

Whereas Goveruour Martin hath distributed great num- 
bers of Tory Pamphlets in the Western part of this Pro- 
vince, where the People are not well informed, 

Resolved, That the Continental Delegates from this 
Province be immediately informed thereof, and desired to 
procure the best Pamphlets that can be^had, for the true 
information of the People, to counteract and frustrate the 
wicked and diabolical stratagems of Governour Martin and 
other tools of a corrupt Ministry. 

Resolved, That one-fourth part of the Powder and 
Lead, lodged in the hands of Mr. William Johnston, of 
Hillsborough, by resolve of this Council, be delivered to 
Mr. Thomas Person, in order for the use of .the publick,, 
and that the said Johnston take his receipt for the same. 
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Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of the First 
Regiment send an officer, with twenty-five privates, to 
Georgetown, as an escort to protect the Ammunition to 
be purchased by a resolve of this Council, for conveying 
the same from thence to Cape-Fear. 

Resolved, That the Paymasters in the several Districts 
where the Continental Troops are stationed, do immedi- 
ately purchase Cloth and have the same made up into 
Clothes, to wit : Coats, Waistcoats, and Breeches, for such 
of the men in the two Battalions of Continental Troops 
not already provided with Clothing, and that the amount 
thereof be discounted out of each man's pay, at the rate 
of ten shillings per month. 

Resolved, That the sum of two thousand pounds be 
paid into the hands of Samuel Ashe, Esq., Paymaster of 
the Troops stationed at Cape-Fear, by the Southern Trea- 
surer, for the purpose of purchasing Cloth, he, for said 
Troops, and that he account for the same to the next Con- 
gress, and be allowed in his accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That the sum of one thousand pounds be 
paid into the hands of Robert Smith, Esq., Paymaster of 
the Troops stationed at Edenton, by the Northern Trea- 
surer, for the purpose of purchasing Cloth, &c, for said 
Troops; and that he account for the same to the next 
Congress, and be allowed in his accounts with the publick. 
. Resphed, That the sum of one thousand pounds be 
paid into the hands of Richard Caswell, Esq., Paymaster 
of the Troops stationed at Newbern, by the Southern 
Treasurer, for the purpose of purchasing Cloth, Sic, for 
said Troops ; and that he account for the same to Congress 
at its next meeting, and be allowed in his accounts with 
the publick. 

Resolved, That the Northern Treasurer pay into the 
hands of Matthew Locke, Paymaster of the Regulars and 
Minute-men in the District of Salisbury, the further sum 
of two thousand pounds, to enable him to pay off and 
clothe the Continental Troops, and pay the Minute-men ; 
to be accounted for at the next meeting of the Congress, 
and be allowed in his accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That Matthew Locke, Paymaster of Salis- 
bury District, be directed to purchase all the Ammunition 
he can procure ; and for all sums advanced in this service 
he shall be allowed in his settlements with the publick. 

Resolved, That the Paymaster of the Continental 
Troops stationed in this Province do immediately procure 
Cariridge-boxes and Haversacks, for the use of such of 
the Troops as are not already supplied with them ; and 
that the Paymasters be allowed for the same in the settle- 
ment of their respective accounts with the publick. 
■ The Continental Congress having recommended to the 
Council addilignaj Rations for the Troops stationed in this 
Province, viz: three pints of Peas or Beans per week, or 
Vegetables equivalent, rating the Peas or Beans at a dollar 
per bushel; one pint of Milk per day, at the rate of 1-72 
of a dollar, per pint ; half a pint of Rice or one pint of 



Indian Meal per man per week ; one quart of Spruce 
Beer or Cider per man, or nine gallons of Molasses per 
company of one hundred men per week ; three pounds of 
Candles to one hundred men per week, for guards ; twen- 
ty-four pounds of Soft or eight pounds of Hard Soap for 
one hundred men per week : 

The Council having taken the same into consideration, 
resolve that the several Commissaries to the Continental 
Troops do supply them with the above-mentioned Rations, 
and that they respectively be allowed for each man so to 
be supplied, per day, the additional sum of two pence ; 
and that the said Commissaries be allowed for the same in 
the settlement of their respective accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
to William Chew the sum of forty pounds and eight pence, 
Proclamation money, for conveying a packet from the 
Continental Congress to this Board, and carrying back an- 
swers to the same ; and be allowed in their accounts with 
the publick. 

Resolved, That the several Members of the Committee 
of Safety for the District of Salisbury, be required to meet 
on the first Tuesday in February next, for the despatch of 
publick business. 

Resolved, That the Northern Treasurer, or the Pay- 
master of Salisbury District, pay Mr. Waightstill Avery 
the sum of twenty-five pounds towards defraying his ex- 
penses to South- Carolina, on the business of this Province. 

Resolved, That, in case any of the Continental Troops 
should be stationed in either of the Towns in this Province, 
the Committee of such Town is hereby empowered and 
required to provide for them suitable Barracks during their 
stay in such Town, and report to the next Congress the 
time such Barracks shall have been occupied, that the 
Members thereof may make such allowances as they shall 
judge necessary. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Town 
and County Committees in this Province immediately" to 
furnish the Captains of each Minute and Militia Company, 
in their respective Counties, with copies of the Test 
signed and recommended by the late Provincial Congress, 
and present the same to the men under their command, for 
their approbation ; and also to return a list of all those 
who neglect or refuse signing the same, to the said Com- 
mittee, to be by them transmitted to the Provincial Coun- 
cil at their next meeting. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Council that no 
person or persons shall be entitled to any benefit or relief 
against any debtor, as directed by the Provincial Congress, 
unless such person or persons so applying shall, at least 
ten days previous to such application, have subscribed the 
Continental Association and the Test, as signed and re 
commended by the late Provincial Congress, held at Hills- 

* " Cornelius Harnett, President. 

By order: 

James Green, Jr., Clerk. 



COLONEL HASBROUCK TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Newburgh, December 18, 1775. 

Pursuant to the orders of the Congress to the Regiment 
under my command, to be in readiness upon any proper 
alarm, I have appointed the place of general rendezvous 
to be at Mr. Martin Wygant's, in Newburgh Precinct. 

I am, with due obedience to the honourable Congress, 



sir, your humble servant, 



Jonathan Hasbrouck. 



To the Honourable Natha?iiel Woodhull, President of the 
Provincial Congress of the Colony of New- York. 



GOVERNOUR TRYON TO THE MAYOR OF NEW-YORK. 

Ship Dutchess of Gordon, off New-York, J 
December 18, 1775. \ 

Sir; I Ipse no time in transmitting to you, herewith, a 
letter I this morning received from Captain Parker, of His 
Majesty's ship Phoenix, communicating certain instructions 
tie has received from Admiral Graves, for the rule of his 
.conduct on this station, which letter you will forthwith 



make known to the Corporation and citizens of New- York; 
and I request that you will insert it in the publick papers, 
to the end that the inhabitants of this Province may have 
the comfort of knowing the protection thaf is afforded to 
the friends of order and good government, and warned to 
aAoid a continuation of measures that will involve the 
country in misery, and bring destruction upon their families 
and on their own heads. 

I am, sir, your very humble servant, 

William Tryon. 
To Whitehead Hicks, Esq., Mayor of the City of New 

York. 



CAPTAIN PARKER TO GOVERNOUR TRYON. 

Ship Phoenix, at New-York, December 18, 1775. 
Sir: Being ordered by my instructions from Vice- Ad- 
miral Graves, Commander-in-chief of His Majesty's ships 
and vessels in North-America, publickly to signify to all 
towns accessible to His Majesty's ships, that in case any 
violences shall hereafter be offered to any of the officers 
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of the Crown, or other peaceably disposed subjects of His 
Majesty; or, if any bodies of men shall be raised and arm- 
ed in the said towns, or any military works erected, other- 
wise than by order of His Majesty, or those acting under 
his authority; or, if any attempts shall be made to seize or 
destroy any publick magazine of arms, ammunition, or 
stores, in all or either of those cases, it will be my duty to 
treat the said town as in open rebellion against the King. 

1 am to request that your Excellency will be pleased to 
let the above instructions be publickly made known in the 
town of New- York. At the same time, you will assure 
them that I shall be happy in granting the town every pro- 
tection in the power of His Majesty's ships under my com- 
mand. I am, sir, your most obedient and most humble 
servant, H. Parker. 

To His Excellency Governour Tryon. 



SAMUEL STEVENS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Charlestown, Cumberland County, N. Y., 
December 18, 1775. 

Sir: I am requested by some of the people of the 
County of Cumberland, to acquaint you, as Secretary of 
the Congress of the Colony of New- York, that the major 
part of the inhabitants of that County are desirous that the 
Congress do not make out commissions to any person or 
persons in either of the regiments of militia in that County, 
until a candid representation be made of the minds of the 
people with respect to the several nominations and appoint- 
ments made by their County Congress and Committee of 
Safety, except it be to those persons who were chosen by 
the people of the several towns in June last, by order of the 
County Congress when upwards of forty members were 
present. They recommended that the County be formed 
into two regiments of militia, for which purpose, order that 
the inhabitants of the respective towns in each regiment 
meet, and make choice of one captain, one lieutenant, and 
one ensjgn, in each town ; that the said officers should 
afterwards meet and make choice of proper persons for 
field-officers of each regiment, which was accordingly done ; 
and the people in general are as well satisfied as the nature 
of such a proceeding will admit of. I suppose there may 
be a few disaffected persons, who expected to have been 
chosen to office. The persons made choice of in the lower 
regiment for field-officers were, viz : James Rogers, Colo- 
nel ; ETeazer Paulson, Lieutenant-Colonel ; and one Mr. 
Lovejoy, Major. Upper regiment: Simon Stevens, of 
Springfield, Colonel ; Joseph Marsh, of Hartford, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; and Benjamin Wait, of Windsor, Major. 
A return of the proceeding was delivered to Major Wil- 
liam Williams, and by him to be delivered to the Congress 
at New-York, that the commissions may accordingly issue, 
if the choice were approved of by the Congress. I under- 
stand that about fourteen or fifteen of the said Congress 
met some titne in September, and made a new choice of 
field-officers, and left out the most of those chosen first; 
at which tirne they made choice of a standing Committee 
of Safety, and then dissolved themselves as a Congress. 

I am informed, that at a meeting of the said Committee 
of Safety, about three weeks ago, consisting of fourteen 
members, amongst other things, nominated another set of 
gentlemen to be field-officers of the militia and minute- 
regiment ; so that if they are all commissioned, above one- 
third of the men in .the County will be officers. The two 
last choices have created a great deal of uneasiness in the 
County. I intend shortly to pay you a visit. 

I am, sir, in haste, your humble servant, 

Samuel Stevens. 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Head-Quarters, December 18, 1775. 

My dear General: 1 have been near a fortnight be- 
fore Quebeck, at the head of upwards of eight hundred 
men ; a force you will say not very adequate to the business 
in hand, but we must make the best of it. It is all I could 
get. I have been so used to struggle with difficulties, that 
1 expect them of course. 

1 hope the troops will be sent down as soon as possible, for 
should we. fail in pur first attempt, a second or a third may 
do the business before relief can arrive to the garrison. 
Possession of the town, and that speedily, I hold of the 



highest consequence. The enemy are expending the am- 
munition most liberally, and I fear the Canadians will not 
relish a union with the Colonies till they see the whole 
country in our hands, and defended by such a force as may 
relieve them from the apprehensions of again falling under 
the Ministerial lash. Were it not for these reasons, I 
should have been inclined to a blockade till towards the 
first o{ April, by which time the garrison would probably 
be much distressed for provisions and wood. 

With anxious wishes for the recovery of your health, 
and best respects to your family if you be returned home, I 
am, my dear sir, your very affectionate and obliged hum- 
ble servant, 



Richard Montgomery. 



To Major-General Schuyler. 



GENERAL W00STF.R TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Head-Quarters, Montreal, December 18, 1775. 

Dear General : General Montgomery informs me that 
you desired me to send you an account of the number of 
men that I discharged between Albany and Ticonderoga. 
Therefore 1 would inform you that I did not discharge any 
men, but only gave them a furlough — and that to the Con- 
necticut troops only — to pass to New-England, as the 
term of their inlistments were not expired, and I imagined 
they might be very serviceable there ; and as the Captains 
are Paymasters to their own companies, by act of Assem- 
bly of the Colony of Connecticut, they are all returned 
home, and without doubt have settled their pay-rolls with 
the Committee of the Pay-Table appointed for that purpose. 

Sir, I must beg leave to enforce General Montgomery's 
request, for the Paymaster or money to be sent forward, 
or we shall be overwhelmed with mutiny and disorder, 

I am, dear General, your most obedient, humble servant, 
To General Schuyler. Datid Booster. 

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Providence, December 18, 1775. 

Sir : I am favoured with your Honour's letter enclosing 
the resolutions of the Congress relating to the Continental 
army, and beg leave to assure you that every assistance in 
my power shall be given to re-establish it. The militia of 
the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay and New-Hamp- 
shire have cheerfully supplied greater numbers of men 
than were required of them for the defence of the lines, 
and I think it probable that three-quarters of tire old sol- 
diers will reinlist before the militia are discharged. 

I gave orders some time ago for the delivery of Mr. 
Smith's trunk to Mr. Simon Pease, and am informed by 
him that he shipped it to Philadelphia by Capt. Anthony, 
who sailed about eleven or twelve days ago. 

This letter will be handed to you by Messrs. Penet and 
Pliarne, who arrived here about ten day? ago from Cape- 
Francois, in a vessel sent by the Colony for powder ; they 
were well recommended to us, and I gave them a letter to 
General Washington, who hath prevailed upon them to 
lay their proposals before the Congress. I l)ope their visit 
to North- America will be an introduction to such measures 
as may be attended with happy consequences to the United 
Colonies. 

I am, with great esteem, sir, your most obedient, hum- 



ble servant, 



Nicholas Cooke. 



To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL HOWE. 

Cambridge, December IB, 1775. 
Sir: We have just been informed of a circumstance 
which, were it not so well authenticated, I should scarcely 
think credible. It is, that Colonel Allen, who ^ (with his 
small party) was defeated and taken prisoner near Mon- 
treal, has been treated without regard to decency, huma- 
nity, or the rules of war ; that he has been thrown into 
irons, and suffers all the hardships inflicted upon common 
felons. I think it my duty, sir, to demand, and do expect 
from you an eclaircissement on this subject ; at the same 
time, I flatter myself, from the character which Mr. Howe 
bears, as a man of honour, gentleman, and soldier, that my 
demand will meet with his approbation, .. I must take the. 
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liberty, also, of informing you, that I shall consider your 
silence as a confirmation of the truth of the report, and fur- 
ther assuring you, that whatever treatment Colonel Allen 
receives, whatever fate he undergoes, such exactly shall be 
the treatment and fate of Brigadier Prescott, now in our 
hands. The law of retaliation is not only justifiable in the 
eyes of God and man, but absolutely a duty which, in our 
present circumstances, we owe to our relatives, friends, and 
fellow-citizens. Permit me to add, sir, that we have all 
here the highest regard and reverence for your great per- 
sonal qualities and attainments, and that the Americans in 
general esteem it not as the least of their misfortunes, that 
the name gf .Howe— a name so dear to them, should appear 
at the head of the catalogue of (he instruments employed 
by a wicked Ministry for their destruction. 

With due respect, I have the honour to be, sir, your 
most obedient, humble servant, 
To General Howe. George Washington. 

P. S. If an exchange of prisoners, taken on each side in 
this unnatural contest, is agreeable to General Howe, he 
will please to signify as much to his most obedient servant, 

■ ;• ; * ; :i ; g. w. 

' general Washington to general schuylek. 

Cambridge, December 18, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Your favours, the first of the 28th ultimo, 
and the two last of the 9th instant, with their enclosures, I 
received. _j_anr happy to hear of your being better, and 
heartily wish that you may soon be perfectly recovered 
from your indisposition. 

I should have been very glad if Mr. Carleton had not 
made his escape. I trust, ere long, he will be in our 
hands, as J_ think we shall get possession of Quebeclc, from 
whence Jiejylfl not easily get away. 1 am much con- 
cerned for Mr. Alien, and that he should be treated with 
such severity. I beg that you will have the matter and 
manner of his treatment strictly inquired into, and trans- 
mit me an account of the same; and whether General 
Prescott was active and instrumental in occasioning it. 
From your letter, and General Montgomery's to you, I am 
led to thjnl Im was. If so, he is deserving of our particular 
notice, and should experience some marks of our resent- 
ment fpjjijs cruelty to these gentlemen, and his violation 
of the rights of humanity. As some of the prisoners have 
attempted to escape, I doubt not of your giving necessary 
orders that they may be prevented. It is a matter that 
should be = .attendjj_d to. 

In„a letter Jtom the Rev. Doctor Whedock, of Dart- 
?•?"$, ,C8)' e o e > °' tne second instant, I had the following 
intelligence : 

" That the day before, two soldiers returning from Montre- 
al, informed [him that our officers were assured by a French- 
man (a Captain of the artillery whom they had taken cap- 
tive) that Major Rogers was second in command under 
General Carleton, and that he had been in an Indian habit 
through our encampment at St. John's; and had given a 
plan of them to the Generals, and supposed that he made 
h' s escape with the Indians that were at St. John's." 

Ypj 1 W J1L1 ) ?» pleased to have this report examined into, 
and acquaint me as to the authenticity or probability of the 
truth of JLv If any circumstances can be discovered to in- 
duce a belief that he was there, he should be apprehended. 
He is now tn this Government. 

The Congress have sent me several accounts against the 
rifle companies, one of which is against Captain°irforg-ara, 
which I enclose you, and desire that it may be transmitted 
to Colonel Arnold, who will have proper steps taken for 
the payment of it, as Captain Morgan is with him. 

1 flfttfT myself tnat your next favour will give me an 
account of General Montgomery 's joining Colonel Arnold, 
and that QuebecJc is, or soon will be, reduced to our pos- 
session. Should pur arms be crowned with much success, 
to me it appears that Administration will be much embar- 
rassed, and stand in a very disagreeable predicament. 
I am, &c, 

TV.**"-' V* i ct j 7 UEORGE WASHINGTON. 

lo Major-General Schuyler. 



.SPIRAL GREENE TO HENRY WARD. 

- ' ,i Ji¥KiTi ;;:», ,:;:.„■.-.„ a 

>,,,■ j,. .j,.. * ,.. Prospect-Hi]], December 18, 1775. 

The army is filling up slowly; I think the prospect 



better than it has been. Recruits come in out of the coun- 
try plentifully, and the soldiers in the army begin to show 
a better disposition, and to recruit cheerfully. 

Your observation is exceedingly just. This is no time 
for disgusting the soldiery, when their aid is so essential to 
the preservation of the rights of human nature, and the 
liberties of America. His Excellency is a great and good 
man ; I feel the highest degree of respect for him. I wish him 
immortal honour. 1 think myself happy in an opportunity 
to serve under so good a General. My happiness will be 
still greater if fortune gives me an opportunity in some sig- 
nal instance to contribute to his glory and my country s 
good. 

But his Excellency, as you observe, has not had time 
to make himself acquainted with the genius of this people ; 
they are naturally as brave and spirited as the peasantry of" 
any other country, but you cannot expect veterans of a 
raw militia from only a few months' service. The common 
people are exceedingly avaricious; the genius of the peo- 
ple is Commercial, from their long intercourse with trade. 
The sentiment of honour, the true characteristick of a sol- 
dier, has not yet got the better of interest. His Excellency 
has been taught to believe the people here a superior race 
of mortals; and finding them of the same temper and dis- 
positions, passions and prejudices, virtues and vices of the 
■ common people of other Governments, they sink in his 
esteem. The country round here set no bounds to their 
demand for hay, wood, and teaming. It has given his Excel- 
lency a great deal of uneasiness that they should take this 
opportunity to extort from the necessities of the army such 
enormous prices. The General has often expressed to me 
his uneasiness about the expenses ; they so far exceed the 
expectations of Congress. He is afraid they will sink un- 
der the weight of such charges. Economy is undoubtedly 
essential in this dispute ; there should be no wanton waste 
of publick property ; but if you starve the cause, you pro- 
tract the dispute. 

If the Congress wish to put the finishing stroke to this 
war, they must exert their whole force at once — give eve- 
ry measure an air of decision. I pray God we may not 
lose the critical moment. Human affairs are ever like the 
tide, constantly on the ebb and flow. Our preparations in 
in all parts of the United Colonies ought to be so great as 
to leave no room to doubt our intentions to support the 
cause and obtain our conditions. This will draw in the 
weak and wavering, and give such a turn to the minds of 
people, that small shocks shall not be seriously felt in the 
general plan of operations. Your proclamation, in answer 
to that of the King's of August last, is glorious, is noble; 
was it unanimous, or only the voice of a small majority? 
The papers announce to you the much greater part of the 
military operations here. 

From the best accounts we can get out of Boston, they 
are prodigiously distressed. It begins to be Tery sickly ; 
the scurvy discovers itself; the small-pox prevails; and 
General Howe is inoculating all the sordjery who have 
never had it. I think they cannot hold out the winter 
through, though we were to leave them unmolested, which 
God grant we may not. 

It is reported that Quebeclc is taken. General Mont- 
gomery and Colonel Arnold will acquire immortal honour. 
Oh, that we had plenty of powder; I should then hope to 
see something done here for the honour of America. 

Our barracks are almost completed. Blankets and 
clothing will be very much wanted, notwithstanding your 
supply from Congress. The Connecticut troops are gone 
home; the militia from this Province and Neiv- Hampshire 
are come in to take their places. Upon this occasion, they 
have discovered a zeal that does them the highest honour. 
New-Hampshire behaves nobly. 

LAND BOUNTY TO HIGHLAND EMIGRANTS. 

Head.Quarters, Boston, December 18, 1775. 

The bearer hereof, Duncan McArthur, having volunta- 
rily engaged to serve His Majesty in the Royal Regiment 
of Highland Emigrants, (raised and established for the just 
and loyal purpose of opposing, quelling, and suppressing 
the present most unnatural, unprovoked, and wanton re- 
bellion,) conformable to the orders and directions of his 
Excellency the Commander-in-chief, and agreeable to His 
Majesty's most gracious intentions, signified by the Earl of 
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Dartmouth, (Secretary of State for America,) " that such 
emigrants how North-Britain, as well as other loyal sub- 
jects, that should engage to serve in the before-mentioned 
corps, should be considered in the most favourable light ; 
and after the conclusion of the present unhappy civil war, 
(to which period only they are obliged to serve,) be enti- 
tled to a proportion of two hundred acres vacant (or forfeit- 
ed) lands for every man or head of a family, together with 
fifty acres more in addition for every person the family may 
consist of; the whole to be granted and patented without 
any expense to the said grantees. And, moreover, to be 
free of any quit-rent to the Crown for twenty years." I 
do therefore, with the consent and approbation of his Ex- 
cellency the Commander-in-chief, certify and declare, that 
the said Duncan McArthur is, at the expiration of the pre- 
sent troubles, (and when peace, order, and due obedience 
to the laws are re-established in the British Colonies on 
the Continent and Islands of North-America^) to be at 
liberty, and entitled to a final discharge from said regiment 
and from his Majesty's military service ; and likewise to 
receive as a just reward for his spirited loyalty the before- 
mentioned grant of lands, in consequence of the orders and 
directions His Majesty has been pleased to issue for that 
purpose. 

Given under my hand and seal, time and place, as first 
above mentioned. 

To all whom it may concern. 

Murdoch Maclean, Capt. R. H. Emigrants. 

To Major John Small. 



who had inlisted three hundred slaves and convicts, but 
was defeated and obliged to fly to Lord Dunmore; who 
advised him to go to Boston, and recommended him to 
General Howe for a commission. ~~ ~ 

The prisoners, with all the letters and papers, (some of 
which are of great consequence,) are just gone off to Head- 
quarters. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CAMBRIDGE, DATED DECEM- 
BER 18, 1775. 

Yesterday being dark and cloudy, General Putnam broke 
ground, with four hundred men, on Lechmere's Point, at 
ten o'clock in the morning. The mist was so great as to 
prevent the enemy from discovering what he was about, 
until twelve, when it cleared up, and opened to their view 
our whole party at the point, and another at the causeway, 
throwing a new bridge over the creek that forms the Island 
at high water. The Scarborough ship-of-war, which lay 
off the point, immediately poured in upon our men a broad- 
side. The enemy, from Boston, threw many shells, and 
obliged us to decamp from the point, with two men badly 
wounded. The bridge, however, was ordered to be raised 
by the brave old General, and was completed last night. 
The garrison of Cobble-Hill were ordered to return the 
ship's fire ; which they did, and soon obliged her to heave 
tight upon her springs, and to cease firing. But the battery 
in New-Boston kept up the fire of shells till twelve o'clock 
last night. Our party at the point renewed their work in 
the evening, and continued it all night. This morning, at 
day-light, by a signal of two rockets from Boston, the Scar- 
borough weighed anchor, and has left the point clear. She 
is now anchored at Charlestown ferry, out of harm's way. 
The work at the point is well secured, and will be comple- 
ted this night. 

The Scarborough's flight is a proof of the enemy's weak- 
ness, and of the strength of our two last posts, Cobble-Hill 
and Lechmere's Point. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BEVERLY, DATED DECEMBER 
18,1775. 

You no doubt have heard of Captain Manly, who goes 
in a privateer out of this harbour ; because his name is 
famous, and as many towns contend for the honour of his 
birth as they did for that of Homer's. Captain Manly has 
brought into this harbour in the course of a fortnight, two 
large brigs, of two hundred and twenty tons each, laden 
with military stores and provisions, and two ships, of three 
hundred tons each, laden with English goods, porter, live 
hogs, &c, to the amount of forty thousand pounds sterling 
the whole. A sloop is just brought in here from Virginia, 
laden with corn, oats, potatoes, &c. The Captain was a 
midshipman belonging to the Otter sloop-of-war there ; she 
was bound to Boston, and has been out fourteen days. Of 
the people on board is a member of their Provincial Con- 
gress, two other persons of note, whom Lord Dunmore had 
taken prisoners, and ordered to Boston to be tried, it is 
supposed, for their lives. There is likewise a tory Colonel, 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read Docember 30, 1775.J 

Cambridge, December 18, 1775. 

Sir : Captain Manly, of the Lee, armed schooner, took 
and sent into Beverly the sloop Betsy, A. Atkinson mas- 
ter. She is an armed vessel, despatched by Lord Dun- 
more, with Indian corn, potatoes, and oats, for the army in 
Boston. The packets of letters found on board I have the 
honour to send you with this, by Captain James Chambers, 
they being of so much importance that I do not think it 
would be prudent to trust them by a common express. 
As Lord Dunmore's schemes are fully laid open in these 
letters, I need not point out to the Congress the necessity 
there is of a vigorous exertion being adopted by them, to 
dispossess his Lordship of the strong hold he has got in Vir- 
ginia. I do not mean to dictate, but I am sure they will 
pardon me for giving them, freely, my opinion, which is, 
that the fate of America a good deal depends on his being 
obliged to evacuate Norfolk this winter, or not. I have 
Kirkland well secured, and think I will send him to you 
for examination. By most of the letters relative to him, 
he is a dangerous fellow. John Stuart's letters and papers 
are of a very interesting nature. Governour Tonyns, and 
many other letters from Augustine, show the weakness of 
the place, at the same lime of what vast consequence it 
would be for us to possesss ourselves of it, and the great 
quantity of ammunition contained in the forts. Indeed, 
these papers are of so great consequence that I think this 
but little inferior to any prize our famous Manly has taken. 

We now work at our ease on Lechmere's Hill. On dis- 
covering our party there yesterday morning, the ship which 
lay opposite began a cannonade, to which Mount-Hornm 
added some shells. One of our men was wounded. We 
fired a few shot from two eighteen-pounders which are 
placed on Cobble-Hill, and soon obliged the ship to shift 
her station. She now lies in the ferry-way, and, except a 
few shells from the Mount in Boston, which do no execu- 
tion, we have no interruption in prosecuting our works, 
which will, in a very short time be completed. When that 
is done, when we have powder to sport with, I think if the 
Congress resolve on the execution of the proposal made 
relative to the town of Boston, it can be done, 

I have sent a letter in this day to General Howe, of 
which a copy goes herewith. My reason for pointing out 
Brigadier-General Prescott as the object who is to suffer 
Mr. Allen's fate, is, that by letters from General Schuyler, 
and copies of letters from General Montgomery to Schuy- 
ler, I am given to understand that Prescott is the cause of 
Allen's sufferings. I thought it best to be decisive on the 
occasion, as did the Generals whom I consulted thereon. 

The return for men inlisted, since my last, amount to 
about eighteen hundred ; making in the whole, seven thou- 
sand one hundred. The militia that are^ come in, both 
from this Province and New-Hampshire, are very fine- 
looking men, and go through their duty with great alacrity. 
The despatch made, both by the people in marching, and 
by the legislative powers in complying with my requisition, 
has given me infinite satisfaction. 

Your letter of the 8th instant, with the explanatory re- 
solve respecting my calling forth the militia and minute- 
men, is come to hand, to which I shall pay all due attention. 
You have removed all the difficulties which I laboured 
under about the two battalions of marines, 1 shall obey 
the orders of Congress in looking out for proper officers to 
command that corps. I make no doubt but when the 
money arrives to pay off the arrears, and the month's ad- 
vance, that it will be a great encouragement for the men to 
inlist. 

Enclosed is a letter I lately received, from Mr. James 
Lovell. His case is truly pitiable. I wish some mode 
could be fallen upon to relieve him from the cruel situation 
he is now in. I am sensible of the impropriety of ex- 
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changing a soldier for a citizen ; but there is something so 
cruelly distressing in regard to this gentleman, that 1 dare 
say you will take it under your consideration. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient, hum- 

ble servant ' George Washington. 

Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



JAMES LOVELL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Provost Prison, Boston, November 19, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency : I wish at this time 
to waive the expression of my veneration of your charac- 
ter, in a still lively hope that Providence will bless me 
with the opportunity of attempting it by the united sincere 
language of my eyes and lips, though even that must prove 
inadequate. Personally a stranger to you, my sufferings 
have yet affected your benevolent mind, and your exer- 
tions in my favour have made so deep an impression upon 
my grateful heart as will remain till the period of my latest 
breath. 

Your Excellency is already informed that the powers of 
the military government established in this town have been 
wantonly and cruelly exercised against me, from the 29th 
of June last. 1 have in vain repeatedly solicited to be' 
brought to some kind of trial for my pretended crime. In 
answer to a petition of that sort, presented on the 16th of 
October, I am directed, by Captain Balfour, Aid-de-camp 
to General Howe, to seek the release of Colonel Skene 
and his son, as the sole means of my own enlargement. 
This proposition appears to me extremely disgraceful to the 
party from which it comes, and a compliance with it would 
be pregnant with dangerous consequences to my fellow-citi- 
zens. But while my own spirit prompts me to reject it 
directly with the keenest disdain, the importunity of my 
distressed wife, and the advice of some whom 1 esteem, 
have checked me down to a consent to give your Excel- 
lency this information. 1 have the fullest confidence in 
your wisdom, and I shall be perfectly resigned to your de- 
termination, whatever it may be. I must not, however, omit 
to say, that, should you condescend to stigmatize this pro- 
ceeding of my enemies by letter, the correction might 
work some change in favour of myself, or at least of my 
family, which must, I think, perish through want of fuel and 
provision, in the approaching winter, if it continues to be 
deprived of my assistance. 

I have the honour to be, your Excellency's devoted 
friend and servant, James Lovell. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

JAMES LOVELL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Boston Prison, December 6, 1775. 

Sir: I address your Excellency upon a matter greatly 
important in its consequences to more than myself. And 
though I am personally unknown to you, I shall proceed 
without any other ceremony, than just to beg you would 
not attribute my abruptness to the consideration of the 
channel Ly which my letter will be conveyed, but to my 
embarrassment in an aim to express, by words, my real 
veneration of your publick character. 

Charged with being a "spy, and giving intelligence to the 
Rebels," I have been suffering the pains and indignities of 
imprisonment, from the 29th of June last, without any sort 
of trial. 

Captain Balfour, Aid-de-camp to General Howe, some 
time ago, directed Mrs. Lovell to tell me, from the 
Commander-in-chief, that I must obtain the exchange of 
Colonel Skene and his son, as the only condition of my 
enlargement ; and I have waited weeks from that, in a vain 
hope of being enabled to write with more precision to your 
Excellency. 

I have no argument, but of a private nature, to make 
use of upon this occasion, and it is addressed to your Ex- 
cellency's humanity, which 1 am well satisfied will attend 
the decisions of your wisdom. I myself am reduced to 
such a risk of life, and my family to such miseries, by my 
imprisonment, as to make both the objects of compassion 
to all who are not learnedly barbarous and cruel. 

I am, your Excellency's devoted servant, 

James Lovell. 
To General Washington. 



Intercepted Letters transmitted to CongreBs by Goner d Washington, 
wilh his Letter dated December 18, 1775. 

GOVERNOUR TONYN TO GENERAL GAGE. 

St. Augustine, September 30, 1775. 

Sir: I have this moment the honour of your Excellency's 
letter of 29th April last, with a circumstantial account of 
the unhappy affair that happened on the 19th April, bet ween 
His Majesty's troops and the people of the Province under 
your Excellency's Government. 

Had the account arrived in any reasonable time, it would 
have prevented a great deal of anxiety and uneasiness here, 
but so many things have happened since, to the astonish- 
ment of all mankind, that one is actually bewildered in the 
madness of the times. 

Your Excellency's account of the attack on the heights 
of Charlestown will probably be as long on the road here 
as the last ; but I hope some system of a more quick com- 
munication will soon take place, I must confess I do not 
think that has been sufficiently attended to; I am sure it 
was a matter of more importance than in general it seemed 
to be imagined. 

Wishing your Excellency all imaginable success, with a 
share of good health and spirits, in proportion to the great 
fatigues you must necessarily undergo and the most arduous 
command His Majesty has been pleased to entrust to your 
Excellency's conduct, I have the honour to be, with very 
great esteem and regard, sir, your Excellency's most obedi- 



ent and most humble servant, 



Patrick Tonyn. 



GOVERNOUR TONYN TO ADMIRAL GRAVES. 

St. Augustine, October 3, 1775. 

Sir : On the 14th of last month I had the honour to 
write to you ; which letter is now on board the transport, 
with troops for Virginia, and this will go by the same op- 
portunity. 

Yesterday the St. Lawrence, schooner, arrived in this 
harbour. She will be of great use to this Province. I am 
very thankful to you for this mark of your attention to His 
Majesty's service in this Province. I shall endeavour to 
make the service here as agreeable to Captain Graves as 
possible. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and most 
humble servant, Patrick t 



JOHN STUART TO GENERAL THOMAS GAGE. 

St. Augustine, September 30, 1775. 

Sir : I have by this opportunity written to your Excel- 
lency, and fully communicated what 1 know of Indian 
affairs. I have not as yet received any answer to my let- 
ters and messages, sent to the Indian nations by expresses 
upon my first arrival here. I take the liberty of troubling 
your Excellency with this, by Colonel Moses Kirkland, of 
the South-Carolina militia, who, for his attachment to Go- 
vernment, is obliged to fly ; he visits your Excellency to 
communicate the situation of affairs in the back parts of the 
Southern Provinces, where he is well acquainted and very 
popular. I know him to be an enterprising, active man, 
and may possibly be useful in bringing back the people of 
Carolina to their duty, or keeping up a party for Govern- 
ment. Lord William Campbell has desired me to furnish 
him with some money to defray his expenses ; which I have 
done accordingly, and have given him a small bill on my 
agent at New- York. 

I most cordially congratulate your Excellency on the 
signal advantage obtained over the Rebels by the troops 
under your command at Bunker's Hill, and wish it may 
have been followed by such further success as may facilitate 
the restoration of publick tranquillity, upon terms glorious 
to your Excellency, and honourable to the nation. 

1 am, with the utmost respect and truth, sir, your Ex- 
cellency's most obedient and most humble servant, 

John Stuart. 

P. S. The last letter which I have had the honour of re- 
ceiving from your Excellency is dated 11th of March. 

JOHN STUART TO GENERAL THOMAS GAGE, 

St. Augustine, October 3, 1775. 

Sir : Last night I had the honour of receiving your Ex- 
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cellency's letter of 12th September, and I shall pay the 
strictest attention to your commands contained in it; no- 
thing in my power shall be neglected to forward the inte- 
rests of Government and your Excellency's views. 

Since writing my last letter, by Colonel Kirklarid, I have 
received, by the way of Savannah, a copy of a talk from 
the Cherokees, to Mr. Cameron, which I now enclose. It 
shows their disposition, which I shall, by all means, culti- 
vate ; for which purpose my brother is preparing to set off 
for the Creek, and afterwards for the Cherokee nation. 

It occurs to me that it will no longer be good policy to 
foment the difference between the Choctaws and Creeks; 
for while they continue at war it will be difficult or even 
impossible to get the Creeks to act in His Majesty's service, 
by which they must expose their women and children to 
the attacks of their enemies. I shall impatiently wait for 
your Excellency's ideas upon this subject, which I humbly 
submit. In the mean time I shall send the necessary in- 
structions throughout the District. 

I shall immediately take steps to get some Indians here, 
which will be an acquisition to this place, in its present 
weak state ; and I have been for some time past using all 
possible means of supplying myself with necessaries for en- 
gaging the Indians firmly in His Majesty's interest. 1 am 
apprehensive I shall find difficulty in getting a supply of 
provisions. 

I have the honour of being, with the utmost respect, sir, 
your Excellency's most obedient and most humble servant, 

John Stuart. 



JOHN STUART TO GENERAL GAGE. 

October 3, 1775. 

Sir: Colonel Kirkland will acquaint your Excellency 
that a great majority of the frontier and back inhabitants of 
Carolina are attached to and inclined to support Govern- 
ment. In such circumstances I conceive that an indiscrimi- 
nate attack by Indians would be contrary to your Excel- 
lency's idea, and might do much harm ; but I shall dispose 
them to join in executing any concerted plan, and to act 
with and assist their well-disposed neighbours. The Al- 
latchaway Indians are now here ; and I now look with 
impatience for answers to my despatches to the different 
nations, which I have reason to expect every hour. 

I have the honour of being, most respectfully, sir, your 
Excellency's most obedient and most humble servant, 

John Stuart. 

john stuart to major small. 

St. Augustine, October 2, 1775. 

Dear Sir : 1 was extremely glad to learn, by our old 
friend, Captain Barker, of the 16tb, who arrived here yes- 
terday, that you was well when he left Boston. I congra- 
tulate you upon a very narrow escape, where so many fell. 
The St. Lawrence, armed schooner, is safe moored in this 
harbour; she sailed in, at half flood, without touching. 
This I mention because 1 understand that it was apprehend- 
ed her coming in would be attended with much difficulty ; 
on the contrary, there was not one thing taken out of her, 
and she did not want the assistance of a boat. I have 
again been disappointed in a supply of ammunition. I had 
twenty-five hundred pounds of powder on board a ship 
bound from London to Georgia ; about fourteen days ago 
she arrived, and the Rebels seized her powder, as they had 
before that in Captain Maitland's ship. However, I bor- 
rowed from the ordnance stores about four thousand pounds ; 
which, with some I have purchased, will be a supply. 

This will be delivered by an unfortunate gentleman 
named Cameron, who has been obliged to leave his country 
on account of an affair of honour, in which his antagonist fell ; 
he is desirous of becoming a volunteer, and begged of me 
to mention him to some officer in the army. I have, there- 
fore, taken the liberty of troubling you upon the occasion, 
to beg your good offices, so far as you can with convenien- 
cy; and you must blame yourself for this, for if you had 
not made your own character remarkable by benevolent and 
good-natured actions, I should not now have applied to you, 
as I do with hopes of being pardoned by you for taking a 
liberty which nothing else could warrant. I have no parti- 
cular news of any sort. Our communication with all parts 
of America is difficult, and dangerous to any person resi- 



ding in any of the disaffected Colonies. Our Carolina 
neighbours have threatened to pay us a visit ; however, I 
doubt much of their putting their threats in execution. By 
the detachments sent from the Fourteenth Regiment this 
garrison is much weakened. Before the arrival of the St. 
Lawrence, the second detachment of troops to Virginia 
embarked, and left only thirty-five men fit for duty. I shall 
bring down some of my friends to stay with us here also. 
I shall find it extremely difficult to find provisions. 

I most sincerely wish you success and safety in all your 
enterprises; and am, with sincere regard, dear sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, Jqhn g TUART# 



DANIEL CHAMIER, JUN., TO DANIEL CHAMIER. 

St. Augustine, September 18, 1775. 

My dear Sir: I embraced an opportunity some time 
ago, which I hope has proved, a safe one, of writing to you 
from this place, so shall not repeat the cause of changing 
my situation. 

This climate, though almost constantly refreshed with 
sea-breezes, is still very hot, and subject (especially this 
year) to a violent and dangerous fever, which I, among 
others, have had the misfortune to be afflicted with. It 
has weakened me much ; but I am recovering by degrees. 
This is the third fever I have had in these hot climates ; 
and what is worst of all, they render me the more incapa- 
ble of returning to colder ones. 

Another detachment is now ordered from this garrison, 
which may shortly be the cause of my being obliged at 
last, however against my will, to retire to England. Je 
crois que vous entendez bien ce que je voudrais dire. I am 
now at the end of the continent, and no possibility of a 
conveyance to the West-Indies. This may, however, not 
be the case hereafter, if by exchange or otherwise I should 
be entitled to seek a passage there, or were I ever fur- 
nished with proper credentials for my abode there, which I 
am not. I beg you just to hint this to your brother, to 
prepare him for it, although nothing but absolute necessity 
shall induce me to surprise him with a visit. 

It is very hard that I should be in this situation, when 
we had such strong assurances that all our losses, by the 
removal of the custom-house, were to be made good. By 
a very moderate calculation I have just now made, on the 
5th day of January next, I shall have at least two hundred 
pounds sterling due to me, exclusive of what I am to allow 
my deputy, but of which sum I shall not dare to draw for 
a larger portion than thirty pounds, being now to pay my 
deputy, out of my salary of one hundred pounds, the sum 
of seventy pounds for doing nothing, which must have been 
the case for a long time past. I am also driven from those 
friends in Charlestown, who generously advanced me what 
money I wanted, though I trust I shall not be without re- 
sources here until I can hear from you. 

I write this also by way of Virginia ; and should the re- 
mainder of this regiment be hereafter ordered away, yon 
will of course know of it, and may take that opportunity 
of letting me hear from you, which I am very anxious to 
do after so long a silence, and seeing no other prospects, 
for we look upon the Southern Colonies as entirely deserted 
by the Admiral, which has been of infinite prejudice to 
His Majesty's service in many respects. 

I am not very disagreeably situated in this place, al- 
though I have been more obliged to some friends, on my 
first coming, than I ought. Nevertheless, if we are thus 
forsaken, and our troops drawn away from us, we must, 
like other Provinces, suffer some distress ; and this alone 
may oblige me to leave it in my present state of health. 
The last fevers that I have had, and a somewhat freer way 
of living sometime ago in Charlestown, have shown me 
very evidently, that I have a strong scorbutick taint in my 
blood, and this was Doctor Matys's opinion, which your 
brother was so kind as to procure for me two years ago, 
upon a state of my case drawn up by myself; and though 
my temperance may have hitherto repressed any violent 
symptoms, yet such a disposition lurking in the blood may 
well be one cause of retarding my cure, and I have lately 
made such alterations in my diet as this case would re- 
quire. Sure I am, it is either that, or a worse disorder, 
that has manifested itself lately, but I think the symptoms 
too mild for the latter; and yet, considering my youth, I 
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can hardly think the weakness I still labour under, (and 
which is, indeed, my only complaint,) to be altogether the 
consequence of my Boston illness. 

I pray my love to Mrs. Chamier, when you see her or 
write to her, and believe rne to be ever, 

Yours most affectionately, 

Daniel Chamier, Jun. 

I beg you to make inquiries if there is any prospect of 
being paid the deficiency of my income, which would en- 
able me at once to remove to the West-Indies, for I am 
now informed a vessel has been long expected here from 
Jamaica, or is there no possibility of procuring letters of 
credit to that Island, or any other ? Mr. Mills is at Bar- 
badoes, and is well known to our gentlemen, and I be- 
lieve still acting as Collector there, besides being Surveyor- 
General. Mr. John Stuart, the Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs, is a fugitive here also; he transacts all his money 
matters with the General, and might be of service to me 
in this case, as I have been long acquainted with him, and 
received many civilities from him. However, all interest 
out of the question, pray contrive some method of letting 
me hear from you. 

The bearer of this is a Mr. Cameron, an acquaintance 
of Mr. Stuarfs; he can give you some account of me. 
He comes to Boston, he tells me, for the recovery of his 
health ; I wish I could do the same, that 1 might once more 
have the pleasure of seeing you. 



MAJOR FURLONG TO GENERAL GAGE. 

St. Augustine, October 5, 1775. 

Sir: Enclosed I have the honour to send your Excel- 
lency the returns of the state of this garrison ; at the same 
time must acknowledge the receipt of your orders, in a 
letter to Captain Cooper, at Boston, the 9th July; in con- 
formity to which I have sent Lord Dunmore a detachment 
of sixty men, under the command of Captain Fordyce, 
which was designed for Sir James Wright, but not de- 
manded. 

It has left the garrison remarkably weak, at a season when 
the men are falling sick every day, and great apprehensions 
of the Georgians. His Lordship required the whole regi-~ 
ment ; but as the three companies of the Sixteenth are not 
yet arrived at St. Augustine, I could not evacule the gar- 
rison, by your Excellency's orders, neither would the Go- 
vernour and. Council hear of it by any means, few as we 
are; have now only left for duty about forty men. Lord 
Dunmore has detained the officers in Virginia that were in 
their way to join the regiment, though they are much want- 
ed here, having only one captain and three subalterns. The 
detachment is made since the return of September the first. 
I have sent his Lordship, upon his request, provisions, bed- 
ding, and ammunition. 

The enclosed memorial was sent to me by Lieutenant 
Brown, whom I strongly recommend to your Excellency's 
patronage, with regard to the Adjutancy of the Fourteenth 
Regiment ; which I hope he will obtain. 

I must also acquaint your Excellency that the contractors 
for supplying this garrison with money do not make the 
usual remittance, either from England or New-York, and 
Mr. White, of New-York, has wrote Mr. Alexander (the 
agent here) that he must not expect cash from him as usual, 
bills of exchange not passing. 

Captain Leslie, who went with the first detachment from 
this to Virginia, writes that no money is to be had there 
for bills. 

Since! wrote the above I am to acknowledge the receipt 
of your Excellency's orders of the 12th of September, (by 
His Majesty's armed schooner the St. Lawrence,) for the 
non-commissioned officers of the General's and Captain 
Stanton's companies, to be sent to Boston. As I had just 
embarked a second detachment of sixty for Lord Dunmore, 
I took the opportunity of sending them by the way of Vir- 
ginia, and hope they will arrive safe. The said schooner 
brought me twenty-three recruits, and ammunition, which 
was much wanted. I shall incorporate the above compa- 
nies into the. battalion. 

Our Surgeon's Mate is in Virginia. And I have the 
honour to be, your Excellency's most obedient and most 
humble servant, Jonathan Furlong. 



lieutenant brown to governour tonyn. 

St. Augustine, September 18, 1775. 
Sir: The peculiar hardship of a company going over 
rny head, and the Adjutancy given to another, after so long 
a series of service, having engaged the attention of your 
Excellency, (desirous of knowing the particulars,) I do my- 
self the pleasure of enclosing the copy of a memorial given 
in to the commanding officer of the regiment, in order to be 
transmitted to the Commander-in-chief. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your Excellency's most 
obedient, humble servant, 

William Brown, 
Lieutenant, Fourteenth Regiment. 

To His Excellency Patrick Tonyn. 

To his Excellency Thomas Gage, Commander-in-chief of 

His Majesty's Forces in America, SfC, SfC 
Memorial of Lieutenant Brown, of the Fourteenth Regi- 
ment, sheweth: 

That in the year 1759 he received a pair of colours in 
the Eighty-Fourth Regiment, and was in the East-Indies 
during the successful campaigns of General Coote, on the 
Coromandel Coast. That he received his lieutenancy at 
the siege of Pondicherry ; was in the Province of Bengal 
during the troubles of '62, '63, and '64 ; the latter end of 
which year he arrived in England, and was put upon the 
establishment as a reduced Lieutenant. That he ex- 
changed into the Fourteenth, by purchasing the difference, 
in June, 1766. That he embarked from Europe with the 
regiment for America, and has never been absent from it 
since. That he was appointed in May, 1774, to act as 
Adjutant. That his attention to this duty prevented him 
from requesting leave to look after his private concerns ; 
by which omission, a company has gone over his head, 
though he is neither destitute of friends nor money. That 
a very junior officer is appointed to supersede him in a. com- 
mission, which he has been doing the duty of fifteen months 
and upwards, without either fee or reward. . .. ; . 

Your memorialist, therefore, hopes he is a proper object 
of your Excellency's attention. 

William Brown, 
Lieutenant, Fourteenth Regiment. 

St. Augustine, September 16, 1775. 



PATRICK TONYN TO GENERAL THOMAS GAGE. 

St. Augustine, September 21, 1775. 

Sir: Lieutenant Broivn's distinguished conduct in his 
duty cannot fail to draw my particular notice of it. He 
has a great deal of worth and merit; besides being an ex- 
cellent officer, he is a modest, fine gentleman. 

Some singular, unlucky circumstances have combined to 
make his case and advancement in his profession rather 
unfortunate. When such disappointments accompany de- 
serving merit, they awaken the attention of every one to 
endeavour to give assistance to remove the oppressive 
weight of them. Therefore, sir, I beg leave to recommend 
Lieutenant Brown in the warmest manner to your Excel- 
lency's favour and protection. 

Last year, sir, I took the liberty to address your Excel- 
lency in favour of my nephew, Mr. Levitt, whose inclina- 
tions lead him to the profession of a soldier. I was in 
hopes that should the army under your Excellency be com- 
pelled to act, in which case, consequences that are una- 
voidable, would of course bring on vacancies, your Excel- 
lency might drop a thought towards the recommendation 
of an old acquaintance. 

[ must beg leave of your Excellency to permit me to 
renew my solicitation for my nephew, Mr. Levitt, request- 
ing on a favourable opportunity that your Excellency will 
appoint him an ensign, and be pleased to recommend him 
for His Majesty's approbation. 

It most certainly is not necessary to make professions of 
my warm zeal to serve your Excellency in whatever is in 
my power, whether in a private or publick capacity. 

I have the honour to be, with very great respect, your 
Excellency's most obedient and most humble servant, 

Patrick Tonyn. 

To .His Excellency the Honourable General Gage. 
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Total. 



OFFICERS PRESENT. 



Commission. 



H 



Staff. 



Effectives, Rank and File. 



» 



Wanting to 

complete to the 

allowance. 



14 10 133 15 



111 



268 



122 



Alterations since last 
Return . 



"g 



* 



ABSENT OFFICERS. 



Rank and Names. 



Hon. General Keppel 

Lieut. Colonel Dalryraple. 

Captain Mason 

Captain Stanton , 

Captain Cooper 

Captain Urquhart 

Lieutenant Smelt 

Lieutenant Dalrymple 

Chaplain Palmer 

Mate Weir 

Ensign Elliot 

Ensign Boys 

Ensign Ogle ._. 

Ensign Lindsey 



Since what time. 



29th June, 
26th July, 



1766. 
1773, 



4th Novem'r, 1773. 
llthMay, 1774. 
3d May, 1774. 

5th August, 1774. 
15th January, 1774. 
26th July, 1773. 
2d September,1774. 

17th March, 1773. 
Not yet joined. 



By whose leave . 



His Majesty's. 

Without leave ; expired 25th January, 1774. 
Ditto, 3d February, 1774, 



Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Gone to England in the Hospital ship from 
St. Vincent 



10th March, 1775. 
2d November, 1774 
4th February, 1775. 
14th July, 1774 
25th January, 1774 
1st March, 1775. 



Names and rank of Officers on 
duty, and on what duty. 



Captain Blackett, 
Captain Leslie, 
Lieutenant Batut, 
Lieutenant Napier, 
Lieutenant Leslie, 
Ensign Woolls, 
Captain Gifford, 
Lt. & Adj't Bruere, 
Liuetenant Laurie, 
Ensign Brown, 
Ensign Haviland, 



a 

o 
o 

3 

3 

a 

a 



Rev. John Forbes, Act- 
ing Chaplain. 



Vacant Officers, and by 
what means. 



N. B. 20 contingent 
men not included 

5 Sergeants on com- 
mand. 

1 Drummer on com- 
mand. 

1 Sergeant recruiting. 

I Drummer do. 



DISTRIBUTION. 



c. . . < Fit for duty 

St. Augustine, j ~ , J 

On command in the Province 

On command at Williamsburgh, Va 

Recruiting 

Absent with leave 

Absent without leave 

Not yet joined 

Total , 



FOURTEENTH REGIMENT. 



8 11 



8 1 



I I 



10 



20 12 






s 



133 
15 
30 

81 
1 

8 



ROYAL AR- 
TILLERY. 



268 



JONATHAN FURLONG, Major Fourteenth Regiment. 



Monthly Return of the Staff of the Garrison. 

St. Augustine, August 1, 1775. 

Commissary-General of Stores and Provisions, ... Mr. Thomas Shridley, absent, officiating by deputy. 
Fort Adjutant and Barrackmaster, ..... Mr. Charles Shirreff. 

Chaplain, - - Rev. Ralph Church, John Forbes officiating. 

Surgeon, ......... Robert Catherwood. 

C David Yeats. 
Mates, -.---»-.- ) Robert Barry, absent with leave. 

{ George Kemp. 

JONATHAN FURLONG, Major Fourteenth Regiment. 
Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 21 
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Total. . 



OFFICERS PRESENT. 



Commission. 



& 



K 



Staff. 



En 



Effectives, Rank and Filo. 



1310 135 22 



101 



8 267 



Wanting to 

complete to the 

allowance. 



123 



Alterations since last 
return . 



ABSENT OFFICERS. 



Rank and Names. 



Hon. Lieut. Gen. Keppel. 
Lieut. Col. Dalrymple...... 

Captain Mason 

Captain Stanton , 

Captain Cooper 

Captain Urquhart 

Lieutenant Dalrymple....... 

Lieutenant Smelt 

Chaplain Palmer 

Mate Weir 



Ensign Elliot..... 

Ensign Boys 

Ensign Ogle ..... 
Ensign Lindsey. 



Since what time. 



29th June, 
26th July, 
4th Novem'r, 
11 th May, 
3d May, 
5th August, 
26th July, 
15th January, 
2d September, 

17th March, 



1766 
1773 
1773 
1774 
1774 
1774 
1773 
1774 
1774 

1773. 



Not yet joined. 



By whose leave. 



His Majesty's. 

Without leave; 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 



expired 25th January, 1774. 
3d February, 1774. 
10th March, 1775. 
2d November, 1774. 
4th February, 1775. 
25th January, 1774. 
14th July, 1774 
1st March, 1775 
Gone to England in the Hospital ship from 
St. Vincent. 



Names and Rank of Officers on 
duty, and on what duty. 



Captain Blackett, 
Captain Leslie, 
Lieut. Batut, 
Lieut. Leslie, 
Ensign Woolls, 
Captain Giftbrd, S 
Lt. St Adj't Bruere, | 
Lieut. Laurie, )■ 

Ensign Brown, 
Ensign Haviland, 



O 
s 
a 
o 

)> 3 

£ 

& 

a 
o 



09 



Rev. John Forbes, Act- 
ing Chaplain. 



Vacant Officers, and by 
what means. 



N. B. 20 contingenl 
men not included. 

5 Sergeants on com- 
mand. 

1 Sergeant recruiting. 

1 Sergeant sick. 

1 Drummer on com- 
mand. 

1 Drummer recruiting. 



DISTRIBUTION. 



S, Augustine, 5 ^for duty. 



On command, < T 
I In 

Recruiting 

Absent with leave 

Absent without leave. 
Not yet joined 



AtWiIliamsburgh,Va. 
the Province 



Total. 



FOURTEENTH REGIMENT. 



u 



H 



11 



11 1 



g 



10 135 

22 

81 

20 

1 



1 1 |2012 



ROYAL AR. 
TILLERY. 



267 



ffi 



1 1 



JONATHAN FURLONG, Major Fourteenth Regiment. 



Commissary-Genera] of Stores and Provisions, 

Fort Adjutant and Barrackmaster, 

Chaplain, ------- 

Surgeon, ------- 



Monthly Return of the Staff of the Garrison. 

St. Augustine, September 1, 1775. 



^Mates, 



- Mr. Thomas Shirdley, absent, officiating by deputv 

- Mr. Charles Shirreff. H ' 

- Rev. Ralph Church, John Forbes officiating. 

- Robert Catherwood. 
C David Yeats. 

< Robert Barry, absent with leave. 
( George Kemp. 

JONATHAN FURLONG, Major Fourteenth Regiment. 
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Monthly Return of His Majesty's Forces in the Province of East-Florida. 

St. Augustine, October 1, 1775. 



I'otal. 



OFFICERS PRESENT. 



Commission. 



Staff. 



11 6 79 



Effectives, Rank and File. 



19 



160 



267 



Wanting to 

complete to the 

allowance 



« 



123 



Alterations since last 
Return. 



ABSENT OFFICERS. 



Rank and Names. 



Hon. Lieut. Gen. Keppel. 

Lieut. Col. Dalrymple 

Captain Stanton 

Captain Cooper 

Captain Dalrymple 

Captain Urquhart 

Lieutenant Smelt 

Chaplain Palmer 

Mate Weir 



Ensign Elliot 

Ensign Boys 

Ensign Ogle 

Ensign Lindsey 

Ensign Haesketh... 
Ensign Mackewan. 
Ensign Grant 



Since what time. 



29th June, 1766 
26th July, 1773 
11th May, 1774 
3d May, 1774 

26th July, 1773 
5th August, 1774 
15th January, 1774 
2d September, 1774 

17th March, 1773 



Not yet joined. 



By whose leave. 



His Majesty's. 

Without leave ; expired 25th January, 1774. 

Ditto, 10th March, 1775. 

Ditto, 2d November, 1774. 

Ditto, 25th January, 1774. 

Ditto, 4th February, 1775. 

Ditto, 14th July, 1774 

Ditto, 1st March, 1775 

5 Gone to England in the Hospital ship from 
( St. Vincent. 



Names and Rank of Officers on 
duty, and on what duty. 



Captain Blackett, 
Captain Leslie, 
Captain Fordyce, 
Lieut. Balut, 
Lieut. Napier, 
Lieut. Wallace, 
Lieut. Leslie, 
Ensign Wools. 



Lieut, and Adj't. Laurie, 

absent without leave. 
Lieut. Brown, recruiting 
Lieut. Haviland, do. 



Rev. John Forbes, Act- 
ing Chaplain. 



Vacant Officers, and by 
what means. 



N. B. 20 contingent 
men not included. 

17 Sergeants on com 
mand. 

I Sergeant recruiting. 

1 Sergeant sick. 

4 Drummers on com- 
mand. 

1 Drummer recruiting 

1 Drummer sick. 



DISTRIBUTION. 



St. Augustine 



5 Fit for duty. 



Sick 

On command, 5 T At y ir |j nia : 

' ( In the Province. 

Recruiting 

Absent with leave 

Absent without leave 

Not yet joined 



Total. 



FOURTEENTH REGIMENT. 



11 
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20 



12 
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PS 



79 

19 

138 

22 

1 

8 



267 



ROYAL AR. 
TRILLEY. 



2 5 



JONATHAN FURLONG, Major Fourteenth Regiment. 



Monthly Return of the Staff of the Garrison. 

St. Aucustine, October 1, 1775. 

Commissary-General of Stores and Provisions, Mr. Thomas Shirdley, officiating by deputy. 

Fort Adjutant and Barrackmaster, - ----__ Mr. Charles Shirreff. ° 

Chaplain, -- Rev. Ralph Church, John Forbes officiating. 

Surgeon, Mr. Robert Catherwood. 

C David Yeats. 
Mates, ------- -__} Robert Barry, absent with leave. 

( George Kemp. 

JONATHAN FURLONG, Major Fourteenth Regiment.. 
* 
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State of the Fourteenth Regiment of Infantry, in the 
Province of East-Florida, St. Augustine, Septem- 
ber 30, 1775. 







Commis- 
sion offic's. 


Non. com- 
mission & 
privates. 
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Jonathan Furlong, 

Major Fourteenth Regiment. 



LIEUTENANT JOHN GRAVES TO ADMIRAL SAMUEL GRATES, 

AT BOSTON. 

On board the St. Lawrence, at St. Augustine, ) 
October 3, 1775. J 

Sir : 1 send you this by Mr. Lane, master of the Otter 
sloop, who is carrying some troops to Virginia. 

We made the land the eleventh day after our sailing 
from Nantasket, and, considering that neither the master nor 
myself was ever here before, there could not be any better 
landfall, as we were steering right for the light-house when 
we made the shore a few leagues to the northward of the 
harbour. We got a pilot off that evening, but did not get 
into the harbour until two next day ; and very lucky for 
us we did, as there came on a blowing, dirty night after 
we got in. 

The bar here is a most shocking one ; but eight feet at 
low water, and twelve at high, and not above the length of 
twolarge ships across from breaker to breaker. It is all a 
white flat sand here, yet the different kind of orange trees 
are loaded with fruit; they are not quite ripe. I wish I 
could convey some of them to you just as they are, with 
their fruit on, they look so beautiful. 

I cannot help complaining of my midshipman being taken 
from me at Boston, as Captain Hartwell had no right to 
demand him, for he was my proper one. He got himself 
discharged out of the Boyne into this schooner by choice, 
and wa,s perfectly satisfied until I told him of his neglect 
of duty at Annapolis -Royal, when, by his not turning" out 
in his watch at four in the morning, I lost my boatswain 
and four men; and at such a time as that, when I did not 
know when I should fall in with the pirate O'Brien, it 
was enough to vex any officer that had any regard for his 
character, and I think if every midshipman is indulged to 
go to what ship they please, when they think themselves 
aggrieved, it was more than ever 1 could do when I was 
in that station. 

There is no contractor for the navy, but shall be sup- 
plied by the army contractor. There is fresh beef here at 
three pence per pound, and very good. The Governour 
as well as myself thinks it will be right to supply the peo- 
ple with fresh beef in the harbour to preserve the salt, as 
there is not much in store, if the butcher will take bills on 
the victualling officer, the Contractor at Boston. 

My old mainsail and foresail is giving way in several 
places, and if I can replace them here, I think it will be 
best, as the old will convert into hammocks, that the peo- 
ple are in much want of, and I could not get any at Bos- 
ton ; none of the men that came from the Preston brought 
any with them. 

If I meet with your approbation in what I do for the 
best, I am happy. 

And am, dear sir, yours most sincerely, 

_ ,.,-*-- ,..>i John Graves. 

"To Admiral, Graves. 
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ALEXANDER SKINNER TO BRIGADIER GENERAL GRANT. 
St. Augustine, September 21, 1775. 

Sir : By a detachment of the Fourteenth Regiment, 
ordered to Virginia, I have the opportunity of acknow- 
ledging the receipt of your Excellency's letters of 2d and 
23d May, and am glad, in some respects, of your coming 
to America, as by that means I shall have an opportunity 
of seeing you again, which otherwise I hardly ever ex- 
pected. 

Things are going on tolerably at the Villa, were it not 
for the cursed worms, which are getting worse every year. 
Though this season has been more favourable than several 
others before it, yet, on account of these destructive in- 
sects, I do not imagine we shall be able to make near the 
quantity of indigo we did last year; but the quality, on 
an average, will be better. The first cut turned out well, 
amounting to about two thousand weight ; but the worm 
has laid hold of our second, and destroys it so fast that I am 
afraid it will be impossible to save much of it. And, to 
mend the matter, my time is so much taken up in town that 
I can never get liberty to stay at the plantation above a 
week, or at most a fortnight, upon a stretch, which may 
rather be something against your interest. Sampson is a 
pretty good overseer, and Brumner becomes more and 
more attentive ; yet I could wish to be more upon the spot 
myself. 

The Indian business is become a perfect plague to me, 
and for which I have not the smallest consideration, so 
that I am determined, at all events, to shake myself clear 
of it, though I do not like to withhold any assistance in my 
power to give, in the present critical situation of the times. 

Mr. Stuart, the Superintendent, has taken sanctuary 
here, and we have information the Carolinians and Geor- 
gians design sending an armed force to this place to demand 
him, and, if not delivered up, to commence hostilities. 
But I am in hope they will have some other employment 
nearer home, before it is long. 

October 5. 

Your Excellency's letter of the 13th ultimo I had the 
honour to receive by the St. Lawrence schooner, which 
came very well over the bar, without being in the least 
lightened, as our bar is at present very good. Every body 
here is extremely glad and thankful that this is to be her 
station, and only wish she had come a little sooner, to have 
prevented one hundred and odd barrels of the King's pow- 
der being taken out of Lofthouse by a Carolina pirate, 
acting under the orders and directions of your old acquaint- 
ance Colonel Laurens. The garrison, you imagined, were 
scarce of provisions ; but we are pretty well as yet, having 
about four hundred barrels of pork and above that number 
of barrels of flour, after sparing a supply of three months' 
provisions for the detachment at Virginia. 

I havg been a week at the plantation since I wrote you 
the 21st ultimo, making indigo fast, but this four days 
past I have been obliged to be in town with the Allatcha- 
way Indians, with whom I earnestly wish I had nothing to 
do, as that business. takes up a great deal of my time, and of 
which I have so little to spare at this season of the year. 
The people at the plantation are obliged to be upon foot 
night and day,'in order to save as much of the indigo from 
the worms as possible, and it is not in my power to give them 
any assistance until these savages are gone from town. 

Lofthouse is loaded with lumber at St. Mary's, and is 
expected off this bar in a few days. The vessel does not 
come into the harbour, but proceeds directly for England. 
I wish 1 could send what indigo is cured along with her, 
but am afraid, in the hurry of our cutting, it will be impos- 
sible to get it ready. However, 1 shall do every thing I 
can for the best. 

I shall write your Excellency by Wallace, who will sail 
in about eight or ten days hence ; at present I take leave 
of you, with this earnest prayer, that God may preserve 
to you your health and protect you from your enemies. 

I am, with my best wishes, sir, your Excellency's most 
obliged and most obedient servant, 

Alexander Skinner. 

frederick george mulcaster to general grant. 

St. Augustine, October 3, 1775. 
Dear Sir : I wrote you about five days ago [29th Sep- 



tember] by Captain Fordyce, who is not yet sailed. The 
day before yesterday a man-of-war schooner appeared off; 
the pilot immediately went out and was put on board ; it 
blew fresh, and she stood off and on the remainder of the 
day and night. Yesterday she came in with the flood- 
tide, without the least difficulty. The wind being to the 
eastward, you, sir, very well know, throws a heavy sea 
upon our bar, but, notwithstanding, she did not even touch; 
and Lieutenant Graves, who commanded her, told me she 
then drew nine feet water. Had she been in need of as- 
sistance, there is here (belonging to Government) a six- 
teen-oared launch, a decked schooner of about fourteen 
tons, and a stout open boat, which would have been ready 
to have lightened her ; but for vessels of that burclen there 
is no such need wanting. She rides safe at an anchor op- 
posite the Chief Justice's door. I have also a decked 
boat, which is always ready, and the pilots have my leave 
to command her at a moment's warning for the publick use ; 
and you may be assured she would have been out had oc- 
casion been necessary. Indeed, I did not dream that such 
assistance would be even thought of for vessels of that 
burden, till I got your letter, which makes me imagine 
that this bar is held to the northward as a bugbear ; it was 
formerly so, only by the jealousy of our two neighbouring 
Colonies, for fear we should outdo them in their own pro- 
duce of rice and indigo. I hope now men-of-war's men 
will have better opinion of it ; in truth, it is done great 
injustice to. The Governour, Lieutenant Brown, of the 
Fourteenth, and myself, not above two months ago, 
sounded it with the pilots ; we had seven feet at low wa- 
ter, the tide runs five, which gives twelve at high. The 
St. Lawrence came in at three-quarters flood. When I 
write to you I am confident you will believe me, as I wish 
only to say what your Excellency may assert, in favour of 
a Province once under your protection, and we find now 
you have still at heart. The St. Lawrence's log-book will 
prove this. She is infinitely necessary here, for neither pro- 
visions, correspondence, or any thing whatever is to be 
obtained at this place without such assistance. 

The Carolinians are, or, I should rather say, have, 
fitted out three vessels in order to attack the Tamar at 
Charlestown, which is the reason Thornborough has taken 
the Cherokee to support him, for they were to be ready 
in two days after our last accounts from them- They are 
also fitting out a stout vessel of ten guns, to give Captain 
Lempriere, (the rascal who look our powder,") for his gal- 
lant behaviour off this bar; by this you see that private 
cruisers are upon this coast as well as the northern. 

The guns at Fort Johnston were thrown over the para- 
pet by the Tamar's people, but what could possess them 
not to destroy the carriages and knock off a trunnion I 
cannot conceive ; they might at least Tiave thought of 
spiking them, but Thornborough is old, and unfit for ser- 
vice. It is very well to send such men in time of peace 
to a hot country, for the chance of a vacancy; but in time 
of rebellion, surely active officers should be employed. 

There is a set of five guns, I have been told, at Froei- 
dence, and, if my intelligence is good, (and you know I 
have not in general any bad,) the Carolinians intend soon 
to have them ; should they get them, it will not reflect 
great honour upon the navy. 

The troops going to Virginia can certainly be of no 
use, but you are mistaken in regard to Lord Dunmore's 
sending for them without authority. The first detachment 
of Captain Leslie and sixty men and the Providence 
company, was a positive order from General Gage ; the 
detachment of sixty men which goes now was also a posi- 
tive order of the General's; and the last order says that, 
if Lord Dunmore makes a requisition of the rest of the 
regiment, it is to go upon the arrival of the three compa- 
nies of the Sixteenth. These orders I have seen, and 
there is, at this hour of my writing, nothing contradictory 
to it, so that, should the companies arrive to-morrow, the 
regiment must, of course, embark, in consequence of those 
orders, (Lord Dunmore having made the requisition.) 
However, as the companies are not arrived, the order has 
undoubtedly miscarried ; but the St. Lawrence has brought 
a duplicate of the order to Governour Tonyn, who is to 
forward it to West-Florida ; but there is no contradiction 
in regard to the regiment. This last article is hearsay, 
but I believe I am right, and am positively certain that 
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Furlong has no orders whatever from General Gage to 
contradict his former, consequently I do not believe that 
Tonyn has ; and if he had, 1 should most likely have 
heard it. 

A provision vessel would have been of great service ; 
the Pensacola people will have none, but for their pas- 
sage ; and although the troops are not at present in want, 
yet the inhabitants begin to be in distress for flour. And 
what is to become of our boasted asylum, if there is no- 
thing to eat for those who choose to come among us ? I 
hope Tonyn will write for a provision vessel by this occa- 
sion, I have desired Moultrie to give him a hint of it. 
TJrquharl writes to his brother officers that General Grant 
lives like a General. He tells them also this Province 
may thank you for the St. Lawrence; by the by, Tonyn 
wanted to make believe she was sent in consequence 
of a letter from himself. If your Brigade-Major is as 
good an officer as the generality of the Fourteenth, you 
are happy with him; I have often heard him spoken well 
of by them. Urquhart writes that he expects the Vir- 
ginia detachments will certainly go to Boston, as they can 
be of no use with Lord Dunmore, and that the regiment will 
undoubtedly remain here. Surely there is some strange 
jumble and mistake of orders in regard to these people ; 
but observe, that what I have already said in regard to the 
orders I am exceedingly correct in, for, I repeat to you 
again, I saw them. 

De Brahm is on board the Cherokee, as I told you in 
my last ; he has with him a nephew of his own name and 
the youngest Roxv, the former from Germany. Some time 
before Mrs. De Brahm died, when in England, she broke 
open a will of De Brahrn's ; the contents (to her astonish- 
ment) were leaving every thing he possessed in the world 
to his brother in Germany. This she wrote to her father, 
some time before he died ; she had sufficient sway with 
him to make him alter it in her favour, but, as such was his 
feeling, it is happy for the poor woman she died first. This 
circumstance I did not know till two days ago, when the 
person told me had it from old Row. I did not expect 
even my children would get any thing from him, except, 
possibly, he might have left them his house and lands after 
her death ; but that he should leave her (who had only 
him to depend upon) destitute, was beyond my belief al- 
most, but it seems it was too true. 

The Government takes up lately a great deal of Skin- 
ner's time ; he is not able to visit the plantation so often 
as necessary, and the crop will not be the better for it ; 
Skinner says much the worse, and complains of the pros- 
pect ; however, he generally grumbles a good deal till he 
has done making, therefore I do not expect it is so bad as 
he says he expects ; but I shall see the plantation before 
Wallace sails, and will be more particular by him. The 
furniture business you shall then hear about, but at present 
it is impossible to speak to a man absorbed in pen, ink, and 
paper, preparing despatches, Sic, although he did not re- 
ceive three letters, and no news; even his letters from 
Doiikin, the General's Aid-de-camp, (who is his particu- 
lar friend,) I do not hear gave him any intelligence. The 
furniture is an arduous undertaking ; the valuation is highly 
necessary, but, for the pecunia, I am afraid it is non habet. 
Wallace is to take your advice, and bring oranges, &ic. 
As he is not idle, I suppose he will sail soon ; at present 
he is employed in carrying out part of this detachment to 
the _ snow, which could not come in, not because she drew 
too much water, but because her transom beam was 
broke, and she was afraid to venture, lest, if she chanced 
to touch, she should go to pieces. 

It is now eleven o'clock at night, therefore I shall leave 
off till to-morrow, when I shall give you an account of the 
situation of Charlestown. I have finished the plan of the 
harbour, and the town I shall do in the morning. When 
it is done, you will have at large the opinions you desired 
on that subject. 

October 4, 1775. 

Your black man Alexander was with me this instant to 
inquire after your health, and has loaded me with beaucoup 
de complimens. He wishes much to come to make your 
bread, for he says he gives no satisfaction to his present 
master and mistress ; the former he says is assez bon, but 
madam, who is always referred to, is the diable. 

The parson has got the fever, and is really very yellow. 



I wish he could go to the northward ; but if he did, his 
Excellency would have no one to advise with ; and, should 
counsellors grow scarce, he would not know who to ap- 
point. 

The enclosed plans I got done with difficulty, as Kirk- . 
land was hurrying me, from whom I got the original. I 
must refer you to him for many particulars. He has with 
him the last new survey of the Province of Carolina, and 
he can explain to you all you can want to know of the in- 
terior parts, the complexion of the people, the prospect of 
assistance, &c. I did not tell him what I wanted his draft 
for, so he does not know of its going by this conveyance 
to you. I have made some remarks upon the plans, should 
they be for attacking the town. You must also observe, 
that the buildings upon the wharves are always filled with 
pitch, tar, and turpentine. The batteries were in very bad 
order, but I have heard they were busy preparing to mend 
them. Fort Johnston is exceedingly out of repair, but, 
were it otherwise, the shipping can go to the northward of 
the Middle Ground without danger, as nothing but ran- 
dom shot could hurt them ; besides, a frigate could always 
cover them. Should it be necessary to attack the south 
side of Broughton's bastion by frigates, that d — d Fort 
Johnston must then be silenced, as the south side of the 
Middle Ground will, by much, be the most convenient 
water for the vessels to go up to their station. Behind 
Shute's Folly transport vessels may easily pass; so Mr. 
Kirkland tells me, which would be a pretty safe way of 
getting into Cooper river ; and, should the landing in the 
town be deemed rash or improper, they may proceed higher 
up that river, and land at several places within three, four, 
five, or six miles of the town, which would be the means 
of forming an army between them and the country, save 
their town, (which the rascals do not deserve,) and reduce 
them to compliance. What I call an army is four or five 
battalions'; for that, with their harbour blocked up, would 
effectually do their business. Their work at the town 
gate is out of repair, and not thought of, their chief atten- 
tion being towards the water ; and, even with their utmost 
efforts there, I do not see how they could resist the frigates. 
Besides, their batteries are en barbet, and their men ex- 
posed. Their harbour is deep water close to their wharves, 
so that men-of-war might go as near as they pleased on 
that side ; and in Ashley river the frigates marked d, d, 
may lay much nearer than the letters are placed, for the 
soundings are set down between them and the shore. 
These people undoubtedly deserve no favour; why not 
employ a bomb vessel or two at once ; they, under the 
cover of frigates, would completely do the business ; or, 
place a thirteen-inch mortar on Shute's Folly, and it will 
be of infinite service. The enclosed plans will give a clear 
idea of the situation vessels may be placed in, as you have 
the shoals and soundings. The town will refresh your 
memory in regard to the situation of the streets, &c. The 
plans will also guide you to ask Mr. Kirkland questions, 
which he can, I believe, answer. His general plan will 
show you the roads and the situation of the Cataivbas, with 
Colonel Thompson's regiment of Horse, at the fork where 
the Congaree and Wateree rivers meet. They remain 
there, not to move till wanted. The regiment consists of 
about three hundred men, and live about those parts ; they 
do not choose much to come to Charlestown, because of 
ill health and expense. 

I wrote in my last (a few days since) something con- 
cerning these back-country people, of their wants and their 
inclinations to do themselves justice or to join the King's 
troops. I also mentioned a scheme of Savannah river 
and the back-country people meeting. The man Kirkland 
can inform you well on all these articles, and, as he knows 
nothing of my earnestness to acquaint you, or your having 
wishes to be informed, you may get from him any intelli- 
gence you want. If Carolina is to be attacked, he will 
be of infinite use ; but this you will discover as soon as you 
have conversed with him. I give this letter also to Cap- 
tain Fordyce, and if Kirkland goes by a safe conveyance 
from Virginia, he is to deliver them to his care. 

John Stuart told me he had, by this opportunity, some 
instructions from the General in regard to the Indians. 
Some of them are just now in town ; and he told me he in- 
tended to keep about forty or fifty encamped near the town 
for the winter, and he would make up to them in presents 
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what they would lose by their winter's hunt. He is jealous 
of Tonyn. In a day or two, I dare say, I shall know what 
he intends to do and what orders he has got, but at present 
he has not opened. His wife being at Charlestown makes 
him, I fancy, apprehensive for her safety. He thinks she 
would be massacred should he bring down the red people ; 
he wishes her away, and 1 wish so too. 

Mr. Chamier I was already acquainted with. I told 
him of your recommendation of him. He daily receives 
instances of people's hospitality in this place, and your 
mentioning him will not lessen it. The Barrackmaster 
Shirreff I cannot say so much for, for I do not see any 
one who likes him, not from being a bad person, but from 
being a fool, talking nonsense, a blundering forwardness, 
and, although, I believe, wishing to be civil, very rude, by 
all accounts. He is as unlike his brother at Boston as two 
can well be. I am very well acquainted with him, and 
I am only pestered by his continually plaguing me to come 
and drink tea with his wife, who is as stiff" and prim as 
Mrs. Catherwood. However, he dines with me to-mor- 
row, and also Chamier, Lieutenant Graves, and Captain 
Barker, an officer of the Sixteenth, who came in the 
schooner, expecting to find the companies here. We 
heard, a few days since, of Barry's death, the mate of 
the hospital you got appointed ; he died at sea on his way 
to England, has left a wife and child, and about five hun- 
dred pounds, also a will, which gives the use of the money 
to the wife during her life for her maintenance, and the 
education of bis. son, but if she marries, she loses all 
benefit of the money, and it is then to go to the child upon 
its coming of age, which is when it arrives at twenty-four 
years of age. One would think it was five thousand a 
year he had left, from the pomposity of the will. How- 
ever, the poor woman, who had five hundred when he 
married her, has got by the marriage a child, and less 
money than she had before. 

The bars of Nassau and St. Mary's have been sounded, 
both of them by Captain Doren and Wallace. St. Mary's 
I mentioned Jo you in my last; Nassau is as good as St. 
Augustine, and St. John's I sounded myself, and had nine 
foot at low water. When Wallace reaches you, he can, 
as^a seaman, give the General, yourself, or the Admiral, a 
particular account of them. The Georgians talked of 
visiting us. It certainly was only talk, lor there would 
many difficulties intervene to stop the progress of a flying 
Yankee parly. But suppose it had been so, and they were 
capable of undertaking schemes of that sort, the armed 
schooner is at once a safe protection for this Province ; 
one at _St. Mary's effectively stops the inland passage by 
water, and another at St. John's would prevent their passing 
that.. river, were 'they to attempt any thing by land, and 
that would be attended with little or no expense. I say this, 
if the Georgians or Carolinians had spirit to make an at- 
tempt ; but the truth is they are apprehensive at home. 
They certainly conjecture that it's more than probable an 
intention may be to arm the troops to the southward in the 
winter. However your caution of secrecy will be carefully 
attended to ; no one knows of it but Moultrie, Stuart, 
and myself. Urquhart says engineers are scarce, and a 
number of officers employed to assist. Should a southern 
plan, take place, as I am next but one to Montresor on the 
list, and of the same rank in the corps and army as he is, 
the General, not being able to spare him, might probably 
be glad to employ me, and if necessary, have the power 
to appoint assistants should they be wanted. Besides I am 
accustomed Jo the sun, and could escape a fever, when a 
healthy northern constitution might be laid up. My excur- 
sions and lying out for months together for some winters 
past, makes me not tender or fearful of a wet lodging, or a 
hungry belly ; for I have experienced both. But this I en- 
tirely leave to your consideration. Indeed Boston, from all 
accounts, is no tempting place ; but should you think it right 
for me to join a southern expedition, I am ready at an 
hour's notice ; an armed schooner to come off* a day before 
the ships sail, would be here time enough to take me in, 
and meet you before you reached Charlestown Bar, and 
in case such, a scheme should be approved of, and you 
like it, time might be saved by the schooner hoisting a 
yellow flag at her main top-gallant mast head, and firing 
two guns. I will be aboard of him, if the wind and tide 
permit, in two hours ; therefore, should such a signal ap- 



pear, I shall understand it. Captain Fordyce is to forward 
this by the safest opportunity ; but if Kirkland goes soonest, 
he will deliver them. I need not hint to you to give Kirk- 
land some soup, for I think you will benefit by it. I have 
been in such extreme hurry, that I have not been able to 
keep a copy of the enclosed plans ; pray be careful of them, 
should I not be able to procure others; and for fear of dis- 
covery, I durst not trust my young men to copy them. 

Adieu, and may you succeed in every thing, is the earnest 
prayer of your always obliged and sincere humble servant, 
Frederick George Mulcaster. 

c. shirreff to general robertson. 

St. Augustine, October 2, 1775. 

Sir : I have only time just to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter, by Captain Barker, who arrived this day, 
and the wind not being fair, has detained the troops now on 
board for Virginia, but are now weighing anchor, and I am 
afraid I shall not be able to get this on board. 1 have 
only to acquaint you I have already wrote to you by a Mr. 
Cameron, and shall observe the contents of your letter, 
and settle about the bills as you desire, and the very first 
opportunity write you. There are several other articles I 
much want to know your opinion of, so that I beg leave to 
refer you to my first letter, and the one now on board ; for 
at present I do not pretend to take in charge any vacant 
rooms, as the commanding officer thinks he has a right to 
occupy them as he pleases; but unless something is very 
speedily done to the barracks, they will be down, and I have 
frequently spoke to the engineer on this head, and his answer 
is, he has no orders and so can't act. Candles we much 
want, and I will do for the best when they are required, 
and shall endeavour to give all the satisfaction I can in the 
discharge of my duty. Being in a hurry, I have only time 
to add that Mrs. Shirreff joins with me in compliments to 
you, and kind remembrance to all friends. 

I am, wishing you all success, sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, _, _, 

C ORIRREFF. ■ 

Brigadier-General James Robertson, Barrackmaster-Gen- 
eral, 

P. S. In your letter you inform me the Fourteenth were 
paid bed money, &c, to the last of June ; but Mr. Barton 
informs me if you will look at his accounts last sent, you 
will there find the corps are only paid up to the 22d of April 
last. As I shall have money to pay here at times, if you 
thought proper, it would be necessary to send me a bill to 
answer any demands, as no one here will take bills pay- 
able at the northward. Troops from Pensacola not arrived. 

GOVERNOUR TONYN TO MAJOR DONKIN. 

St. Augustine, October 2, 1775. 

Dear Donkin : I steal a moment from publick despatches, 
to thank you for your favour of the 12th September. The 
account you give of the Rebel intrenchinents does not 
surprise me ; it was the natural consequence of our post 
stationed at Bostor,.. They only followed our example. 
I have, however, no great opinion of their prowesf . If you 
could get fairly to an onset with them, your army would 
beat five times their number. We heard of a letter fallen 
into your hands from Lee to Washington, advising to storm 
Boston, to make two places the object of attack, in the 
general assault ; that Lee assured the success, with the loss 
of ten thousand men. Is this true ? Will the Yankees 
like to hear ten thousand of them are to be killed, and 
take Lee's assurety for the success ? which at best is 
doubtful, and which, I am sure must be impossible, with- 
out a formal siege, and a breach made, or 1 can't guess at 
all at what you have been about. 

What I am most of all astonished at, is, that they should 
have cruisers to the northward, and that they should have 
any success with our powerful fleet. How comes this 
about? They have had cruisers on this coast too, and have 
had some success, which you will hear from your General. 
Shirreff and Chamier, from your recommendation of them, 
are entitled to every act of kindness. 

Some happy transactions, are, I hope, to be expected 
from Guy Johnson and General Carleion. Truly it is high 
time Great Britain should rouse from her state of lan- 
guor. 



m^ 
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I wrote to you, the 25th of last month, by Virginia. I 
shall neyer.forget the names of my very old friend Rufane. 
If it was in my power to make you a Lieutenant-Colonel, 
I would enclose you the commission. Dear Donkin do 
not distrust my friendship, which shall always be ready 
and wining to serve you on every opportunity. 
.That you may all soon triumph over these lawless in- 
fernal rebellious villains, are the constant wishes of, dear 
J)qnkin > yours most faithfully, 

,..<..■, Patrick Tonyn. 

Major Donltin. 

SPENCER MAN TO GENERAL GRANT. 

St. Augustine, October 4, 1775. 
: Sir: It was with much pleasure that I heard by the 
St. Lawrence armed schooner of your safe arrival at Bos- 
ton, and that you were in good health, which I sincerely 
wish may long continue, and hope we shall have the plea- 
sure'to see you in this country before you return home, as 
I flatter myself the regard you have shown on all occa- 
sions to the welfare of this Colony, never was more wanted 
to be exercised than at present. You will, I doubt not, 
be informed of the situation of our politicks by more able 
hands than mine, and shall only observe that our political 
body is much diseased, and I know no doctor who could 
cure it so well as you ; and with respect to settlement we 
are going back every day, and I believe our ruler has 
neither ability to point out, or interest to procure any good 
to us ; in a word, sir, if you do not stir a little for us, we 
shall be a nonentity very soon. I hope, therefore, as do 
many of your friends here, that you will pay us a visit be- 
fore you return to England. 

Wishing you health, success, and safety in your present 
situation, I remain, sir, your much obliged and most hum- 



ble servant, 

To Brigadier-General James Grant. 



Spencer Man. 



ALEXANDER ROSS TO CAPTAIN STANTON. 

St. Augustine, October 4, 1775. 
Dear Stanton: I received yours by favour of Captain 
Barker, enclosing a'bill on Messrs. Cox and Mair for 
£45 15*. sterling. I offered Captain Fordyce the twenty 
pounds you desired me to pay him, but lie would not ac- 
cept of it ; have therefore given the agents credit on your 
account for the balance, which is only £19 Os. 10£rf., as 
you will see by the statement adjoining, which you may 
draw on them for when you think proper, viz : 

By credit to Captain Stanton for a set of bills 

on Messrs. Cox and Mair £45 15 

By credit for cash received from Captain 

Barker, at is.8d. to the dollar, - - - 2 9 7 



48 4 7 
Captain Stanton debtor on account for bal- 
ance due the recruits, ------ 29 3 8J 



Balance due Captain Stanton, credited the 

agents, £19 10£ 

The reason of there being a difference, is owing to the 
dollar passing always here for four shillings and eight pence, 
the sterling value ; so that whether I receive money for 
bills, or give money for bills, it is all the same. 

The recruits you have sent are all good looking lads, 
but we would have been better pleased to have had you 
with the whole, rather than a part ; it appears very odd to 
imagine what advantage it can be to the service to have 
our regiment so much divided, when, were they once again 
properly united, they surely might be of use. 

Captain Fordyce has been on board of vessels with his 
company and a detachment, amounting in all to sixty men, 
ready to sail for Virginia the first fair wind; and had 
three companies of the Sixteenth arrived from Pensacola, 
as we have been long expecting, the whole regiment would 
sail at the same time. We have been in anxious expecta- 
tion of hearing of great feats performed since the 17th of 
June, from your quarter, and we find now the summer far 
spent without any thing of consequence having happened; 



but this is sr subject too tender to offer free sentiments 
upon. 

You will be so good, as often as you can, to send us here 
accounts of so very interesting matters as are going on near 
you ; it will in some degree alleviate the distress of being 
in a manner out of the world in this place, to hear now and 
then from a friend, in which class I hope to be included 
by you. 

And believe me to be, with regard, dear Stanton, yours 
sincerely, Alexander Ross. 

To Captain Stanton. 

JOHN MOULTRIE, LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOtJR OF EAST- 
FLORIDA, TO GENERAL GRANT. 

St. Augustine, October 4, 1775. 

I have the pleasure of yours by the St. Lawrence. By 
sending her you have done your old Government essential 
service ; we wanted such a vessel very much ; she appeared 
off one day, and came over the bar the next with ease and 
without a rub, and without unlading her guns or provi- 
sion ; our bar is better than ever I knew it. 

By our steady attachment to our mother country, we are 
become an eye-sore to our sister Colonies ; particularly so 
to our foolish young sisters Georgia and Carolina, They 
threatened, and have done every thing in their power to 
starve us, which is not in their power to effect. Their 
threats were of service, and alarmed the people here at 
first, but I told them I was glad of it; that it was a shame 
to trust our existence to others, and give them our money 
for what we could make as easily as they could ; which 
they now find to be true. Almost every planter has made 
his provision; many a great deal to spare. I have above 
eight hundred bushels of corn to spare of the Bellavista 
crop ; a fine crop of rice at the Musquetoe, already reaped, 
and in the barn yard ; a second cutting of the same rice 
almost ripe. 

I am surprised to find you and the army in the state you 
have been in. I flatter myself you will move to advan- 
tage soon. The southern people are madder than the 
northern, though I believe not such great rogues ; they have 
got to the highest pitch of raving madness. You will 
have heard of one hundred and ten barrels of our powder 
taken out of LoJ '(house, off our bar, by a vessel fitted out 
of Carolina, with an order from Laurens to proceed on 
that business ; which order, by mistake, and through con- 
fusion, the pirate Captain left behind him, and is now in 
our possession. Laurens loves popularity; but I think he 
does not sleep many hours a night, and may perhaps 
dream. You know the man. Our neighbours talk of vi- 
siting us to take our ordnance stores ; but this I look upon 
as mere vapour, and that they will not feel bold enough ; 
if they do, well, we will do our best to dress them. I hope 
the General will not take anymore of the troops from this. 
I think he has already weakened us too much. Consider 
the fort and its contents ; consider what our neighbours are 
willing to do; consider, above all, that this is now the best 
and only immediate communication between Great Britain 
and our red brothers. You judged right; the Rebels 
have been tampering and endeavouring to get the Indians 
with them. The best friends of Great Britain are in the 
back parts of the Carolinas and Georgia; if the Indians 
were put in motion these would suffer, and not the Rebels. 
But this will be delivered to you by Colonel Moses Kirk- 
land, who comes express to General Gage; to him I refer 
you ; what he tells you, you may depend on. I think he 
may be made a most powerful instrument in the hands of 
Government should any thing be done this way, which I 
think ought immediately to be undertaken. He knows 
every inch of Carolina, every road and by-road, every 
creek and swamp, every person, and has a most extensive 
influence ; is resolute, active, and enterprising, and I think 
ought to receive the greatest encouragement. He has not 
had a liberal education, but possesses clear, strong, aad 
manly sense, and I think him entirely 10 be depended on. 

I have had Mulcaster with me; he will send you some 
papers. Some others shall be done on a larger scale. 
Kirklund can give you good intelligence. Wallace, who 
acts with so much spirit and honour, can also furnish you 
with rich materials on that head. I remember he was very 
busy when there in sounding and surveying. 

I lament, as you may imagine, the present state of 
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affairs, and the situation of most of my friends, who have 
been worked powerfully on, and have, to my great sorrow, 
taken a wrong way. I need not say any thing further to 
you on the state of things in these parts of the world, as 
Kirkland will be better than a very long letter. 1 hope 
soon to see order drawn out of confusion, and peace re- 
stored ; that good men may escape, but that every rogue 
and vile tool, and every wilful and violent opposer and 
oppressor may meet with their full and just reward. 

Pray, dear friend, adieu. I am, most affectionately and 

sincerely, yours, t,. 

■" J ' Moulteie. 

Mrs. Moultrie begs her best respects to you. We are 
happy and well, if you see Wallace, pray my compli- 
ments ; I think and hear of him with pleasure. 
To Brigadier-General Grant. 



DANIEL CHAMIEK, JUN., TO DANIEL CHAMIER. 

St. Augustine, October 3, 1775. 

My dear Sir : I had written you a long letter by Mr. 
Cameron, who was to make the best of his way to Boston, 
from Virginia, to which place another detachment of the 
regiment here is now destined, and ready to sail. I shall 
not recall that letter, notwithstanding the receipt of yours 
has rendered a great part of it unnecessary, as the rest of it 
still stands good. 

I made my retreat from Charlestown in good time, for 
which my friends have since complimented me on my saga- 
city, having, it seems, been in more danger than they had 
imagined, although it was at their repeated informations that 
1 determined at last to retire. Such an unjust persecution as 
that of mine is hardly to be paralleled, as they had not the 
shadow of a charge to bring against me. My worthy friend, 
Captain Innes, (Lord William's Secretary,) who arrived a 
few months before his Lordship, and with whom I had 
formed the strongest intimacy, being acquainted with the 
Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Henry Laurens, made 
my case known to him, and I had the satisfaction to re- 
ceive a message from him, assuring me that he himself was 
fully satisfied of my innocence, and that he would take 
care that I should have full liberty to remain ~in Charles- 
town, or go to what part of America or Europe I thought 
proper; and, understanding that my first design was to go 
to England, he wrote a letter to the Captain on board 
whose ship I was, removing all difficulties that lay in my 
way. Upon this information I immediately altered my 
route, and wrote as polite a letter as I could dictate to 
Mr. Laurens, for I was much touched with such generous 
behaviour from a stranger, (for he was but just returned 
here from England,) when many of the gentlemen of the 
town (as they call themselves) with whom I had been ac- 
quainted, were for cutting my throat. I am glad Harcomb 
has escaped ; he has the true spirit of loyalty of an old 
English soldier. 

I shall not attempt to express the feeling I have for the 
generous supply which you have sent me ; it is fully sufficient 
for the present, and I hope for some time to come, as my 
friends in Charlestown are not likely to call upon me until 
it be perfectly convenient. I am much distressed for them. 
They are all now disarmed, and confined to the limits of 
the town, for having refused to sign a treasonable associa- 
tion. 

But my noble friend Innes, although long out of the 
army, refused to deliver his arms, and told the Committee, 
"that he had the honour of bearing five commissions under 
his present Majesty, and his late Royal grandfather, and 
were he to deliver up his sword to any one not legally en- 
titled to demand it, he should think he deserved to have it 
broke over his head ;" for which soldier-like behaviour he 
was ordered to quit the town in four-and-twenty hours, and 
accordingly he retired on board the man-of-war. Lord 
William, not many days after, dissolved the Assembly, and 
retreated to the same place. Mr. Irving, who was formerly 
Inspector of imports and exports at Boston, and is now 
Receiver-General of the quit-rents at Charlestown, and to 
whose friendship I have been so much indebted, embarked 
some time after I left Charlestown for Providence Island, 
for recovery from a bilious complaint, and he will remain 
there for some time if he is wise. Please to inform Mr. 
Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 22 



Hulton of this, as he has a great regard for the gentleman 
of whom I speak. I beg you also to present my compli- 
ments to him and his lady. 

October 3. 
As the transport with the troops luckily cannot sail to- 
day, I have set my friends to work to make you a keg of 
shrub, which I will risk by Mr. Cameron, although I have 
some fear whether he can accomplish it ; if he does you 
will be much obliged to him, as 1 suppose he will find it diffi- 
cult enough to carry himself there, but the loss will not be 
great, and its safety I hope will prove very beneficial to 
you. 

My worthy friend, Mr. Penman, is one of the two emi- 
nent merchants in this place. I became acquainted with 
him in Charlestown some time ago, and I have been under 
great obligation to him since my arrival here, indeed for 
every accommodation, as there are no lodging houses here. 
1 laid a copy of your scheme before him, and I now enclose 
you a very encouraging answer from him, which I hope 
and expect will induce you to put it immediately into exe- 
cution, as the fruit will soon be in its full state of maturi- 
ty. Address your vessel immediately to Mr. (James) Pen- 
man, and resume your former style and character, and I 
warrant he will do you justice. I know him to be a man 
of honour, and he is also well known to Mr. Hulton. 
Write upon the subject immediately, if you cannot send 
your vessel at once, that the fruit may be gathered and pre- 
pared at the proper season. 

I will now, if I have time, answer every other paragraph 
of your letter. 

I have already been very kindly treated by the Govern- 
our and the rest of the gentlemen here. The recommend- 
ations you have procured me will insure me in future all 
the respect and favour I could wish for. I beg you to 
express to General Grant and Major Donkin the high 
sense I have of their kindness. The fruit here is not yet 
ripe, nor is it probable, from what I have said above, that 
any quantity could make its way good from Virginia. I 
heartily wish your shrub itself may meet with that good 
fortune. 

1 depend greatly on your intercession with your brother. 
There can be no vacancy in Carolina but from the death 
or removal of Mr. Morris, the Comptroller. He is old, 
and willing to retire, but he is also hearty; and a resigna- 
tion, your brother says, is not to be effected in my favour. 
Besides, I am astonished that your brother should still talk 
of an office in Charlestown, when the proprietors of them 
do not think them at present worth a farthing ; and when 
I know such true and alarming accounts of the state of that 
Province have been so long ago transmitted to the Min- 
istry. 

I note well what you say concerning the scurvy. You 
will find by my first letter, which was written and sealed be- 
fore the receipt of yours, that my own opinion corresponds 
with yours ; but my great temperance and regularity had 
long concealed that from my own knowledge which my 
poor father's unhappy course of life rendered but too appa- 
rent to every one. 1 flatter myself that I already feel some 
benefit from my change of diet, and shall persist in this 
new regimen, but am afraid I shall soon be without a prin- 
cipal article in it, which is Madeira wine. If you could 
spare me ever so small a quantity, it would be as accept- 
able as the shrub to you, and full as necessary for me, as 
I drink no other liquor, the mixture of it with water being 
as strong an acid as will agree with me, and a few glasse's 
prove an excellent and palatable restorative and strength- 
ener. 

I am sorry for my friend Christie's ill usage; but he 
must be content to take neighbour's fare, and should not be 
sorry at having the opportunity of manifesting his loyalty. 
I have written you in my first letter concerning Mr. 
Savage. I cannot send you a power of attorney, having 
given that authority at my first leaving Boston to Mr. 
Nathaniel Coffin, the Deputy Cashier and Receiver-Ge- 
neral, who has generously transacted my money matters 
hitherto free from any charge. I see not how I can help 
myself at present. If you can, with the assistance of Mr. 
Hallowell, bring him to reason, you will save me a great 
deal of money. But I apprehend you cannot do much 
without the influence of the Board. I beg you to con- 



339 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, DECEMBER, 1775. 



340 



suit Mr. Hallowell, and present my best compliments to 
him. 

You desire me to have patience, that Anthony shall not 
neglect me. I should make a most ungrateful return for 
your generosity, and his endeavours to serve me, if I were 
not perfectly easy. While my leaves of absence are con- 
tinued, and this garrison not too much weakened, I can re- 
main content for any length of lime. But we look upon 
the great draft of men made from this fort as a very unfor- 
tunate measure, that may be attended with very danger- 
ous consequences to the service here ; and I am confident 
if the General or the Ministry knew the true state of these 
Southern Colonies, that such a measure would never have 
taken place. The only other difficulty I find here is in 
point of board and lodging. 

1 had lately fixed myself very agreeably at a good house, 
a small distance from town, across St. Sebastian's Creek, 
in a healthy situation, with a worthy old gentleman, Mr. 
Cuming, the Comptroller of the Port, but he, poor man, 
lately caught the fever, which carried him off in a few days. 
I still stay at the house, to take care of his property, but 
it cannot be convenient for me to stay there long. Were 
you acquainted with the geography of the Southern Colo- 
nies, you would know that it was impossible for me to go 
to Pensacola, The only passage by water is via Jamaica, 
in the packet which calls there on her return from that 
island, not in going to it, from Charlestown ; and a passage 
by land is utterly impracticable for any one but an Indian 
or a Cracker; which last term General Grant can explain 
to you. I apprehend also that I could sooner negotiate a 
change with Sir Charles Burdett, the Collector of this Port, 
to whom this climate is as unfavourable as that of Boston is 
to me; provided he be willing to descend from a collector 
of a small port to the surveyor of a large one. I under- 
stood, from Mr. Cuming, that the incomes are pretty near 
equal. He has been in Boston, and the neighbourhood 
thereof, these three years, and I know is very desirous of 
remaining there longer than the Board may perhaps think 
proper. I could wish you to talk to him on the subject, if 
he be still with you. Mr. Hallowell, who knows him well, 
will inform you about him. 

Captain Barbut I saw in Charlestown, and, as I soon 
found he was acquainted with our family, we became very 
intimate. He is a fine old soldier, and very candidly, and 
in the most friendly manner, made me himself the offer you 
mention ; nay indeed, even to resign in my favour, for a very 
reasonable satisfaction; but I apprehend it would be very 
imprudent in me to give up my own certainty for his un- 
certainty; besides, you will please to observe, that your 
brother has all along proposed the West-Indies to me, and 
I am myself of opinion that not only the equable climate 
of the islands would be best for me, but that also the 
chances of vacancy or promotion are there much greater. 
Please to observe also that the climate of Pensacola is not 
reckoned comparable to this in any respect. 

1 think I have now answered your letter ; but whether I 
have or not, I have no more time left. Your cask of shrub 
is completed ; five gallons of rum and seven of juice ; which 
is yet hardly ripe enough, but I hope will do. Adieu, and 
believe me to be, yours, most affectionately, 

Daniel Chamier, Jr. 

October 4. 

Postscript. — I am come to town again early this morn- 
ing, to put the finishing hand to this letter, and to see your 
shrub well taken care of. Remember again that you are 
not to take this as a specimen of the best we can do, as the 
fruit is hardly ripe enough. I beg you to see that Mr. 
Savage sends me the clothes and books I wrote to him for 
a twelve month ago. I am surprised he did not embrace 
so fine an opportunity as the man-of-war. Several of my 
things are lost and destroyed in the house where I left them. 

1 once more beg the favour of you to send me a few 
dozens of Madeira wine, if to be had in Boston, at any 
reasonable price. It is the only article we are much in 
want of; 1 mean for the table. If that is not to be had, 
some good Fayal, or other white wine, might do. Lisbon, 
1 suppose, is too sweet to be so proper as other wines. 

Send an answer to Mr. Penman instantly. He would 
set to work for you, and procure a large quantity of fruit, 
jf he were sure of your vessel. 



It is astonishing to me how you manage with your pack- 
ets and men-of-war. We have now English intelligence 
above a month later than in your paper of the 15th Sep- 
tember, viz : 10th July, by the July packet ; and I sup- 
pose the August mail is at Charlestown by this time. You 
desire the things you wanted to be sent by the return of 
the man-of-war, and the Captain declares he is stationed 
here until April next. How did you make this mistake ? 

I will not fail to compliment the gentlemen you mention, 
when the opportunity offers. Should my friend, Captain 
Innes, come to Boston, I beg you to treat him as you would 
myself; I never met with a man in my life with whom I 
formed so close an intimacy in so short a time. The officers 
of the Sixty-Third Regiment can tell you who he is. He 
was last in their regiment. 

Adieu again, yours, most affectionately, again, 

Daniel Chamier, Jr. 



JOHN STUART TO SAMUEL KEMBLE. 

St. Augustine, October 4, 1775. 

Sir: I herewith transmit you, annexed, a list of bills, 
which I have drawn upon his Excellency, the Commander- 
in-chief, for the expenses of my Department ; the particu- 
lars of which are explained in said list. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

John Stuart. 
To Samuel Kemble, Esq., Secretary to his Excellency the 

Commander-in-Chief. 

List of Bills drawn by me upon his Excellency General 

Gage, Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty's Forces, 

North- America. 

September 20, 1775. — At thirty days sight, in favour of 
Mr. llichard Yates, merchant, New-York, £2,625, York 
currency, for extraordinary expenses this current year, 
(No. 20.) 

September 20, 1775. — At thirty days sight, in favour of 
George Ancrum, Jr., attorney, £792 3*. 9d., York cur- 
rency, for officers' salaries for the current year, (No. 21.) 

October 4, 1775. — At thirty days sight, in favour of 
William McKennon, £262 10s., York currency, for ex- 
penses incurred on the Mississippi, the current year, (No. 

'' John Stuart. 



PETER CHESTER, G0VERNOUR OF WEST-FLORIDA, TO GOV- 
ERNOUR TRTON. 

Pensacola, November 18, 1775. 

Sir: The Earl of Dartmouth having been pleased to 
signify to me, in a letter of the 5th of July last, His Ma- 
jesty's royal wishes that I should afford every possible pro- 
tection to such of his subjects in the Colonies in rebellion, 
as shall be too w r eak to resist the violences of the times, 
and too loyal to concur in the measures of those who have 
avowed and supported that rebellion, and are desirous of 
seeking an asylum in this Province; and that I should 
countenance and protect all such as may be induced, under 
the circumstances above stated, to retreat hither, and give 
them grants of land by way of bounty and encouragement, 
exempt from quit-rent for ten years; and that I should also 
give every possible encouragement in my power to the 
exportation of lumber from hence to the West-India Is- 
lands : I therefore thought proper to direct a Proclamation 
to issue, notifying and declaring this Royal bounty and 
encouragement ; but I am afraid, from the circumstances 
of the times, that it will not, be in my power to have it so 
generally dispersed and published as I could wish, we 
having no printing press in the Colony ; and therefore I 
have taken the liberty to enclose a copy of this Proclama- 
tion to your Excellency, and to request that you will be 
pleased to direct that a number of copies of the same may 
be printed and published in your Government. 

1 have further to request, that your Excellency will be 
pleased to afford every assistance in your power to have 
these His Majesty's most gracious intentions carried into 
execution. 

I am, with great regard and esteem, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 



His Excellency William Tryon, Esq. 



Peter Chester. 
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West-Florida. 
By His Excellency Peter Chester, Esq., Captain- Gen- 
eral, Governour, and Commander -in- Chief, in and over 
His Majesty's said Province of West-Florida, and 
the Territories depending thereon in America, Chancel- 
lor, Vice-Admiral, and Ordinary of the same, fyc. 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas His Majesty, by his royal instructions, dated 
at St. James's, the 3d day of February, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four, and 
in the fourteenth year of his reign, did think fit, with the 
advice of his Privy Council, to revoke and annul all the 
powers and authorities which, before that time, had been 
given by His Majesty to the Governours of this Province, 
for the laying out and passing grants of land within the 
same, and to direct and appoint certain rules and regula- 
tions, to be thenceforth strictly and punctually observed, 
for the future disposal, by publick sale, of such lands, tene- 
ments, and hereditaments as then were, or thereafter should 
be in His Majesty's power to dispose of, within this Pro- 
vince, in the manner by the said instructions particularly 
mentioned and directed: 

And whereas, His Majesty has lately been most gra- 
ciously pleased to signify his royal wishes that the Govern- 
our of this Province should afford every possible protec- 
tion to such of his subjects in the Colonies in rebellion, as 
shall be too weak to resist the violences of the times, and 
too loyal to concur in the measures of those who have 
avowed and supported that rebellion, and are desirous of 
seeking an asylum in West-Florida ; and to that end His 
Majesty has been pleased to direct that the execution of 
the instructions of the third day of February, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four, 
hereinbefore mentioned, should be suspended for the pre- 
sent within this Colony : 

And whereas His Majesty has also been pleased to sig- 
nify his further pleasure to the Governour of this Province, 
to give every possible encouragement to the exportation 
of lumber from this Colony to his Islands in the West-In- 
dies: It is therefore hereby notified to all His Majesty's 
good and faithful subjects who may be induced, under the 
circumstances above stated, to seek a retreat in this Pro- 
vince, that the Governour of the said Province will afford 
them every possible protection and countenance in his 
power ; and that they, upon their arrival in this Province, 
and applying to the Governour thereof in Council, for 
grants of land, shall obtain the same, exempt from quit- 
rents for ten years, under the following regulations, to wit: 
That one hundred acres of land will be granted to every 
such person, being master or mistress of a family, for him- 
self and herself; and fifty acres for every white or black 
man, woman, or child, of which such person's family shall 
consist at the actual time of making the grant. And in 
case any such person, well-affected to the Constitution, 
applying to the said Governour in Council for grants of 
land, shall be desirous of taking up a larger quantity than 
the actual number of persons in his or her family would 
entitle such person to take up, that the said Governour in 
Council will grant to every such person or persons such 
further quantity of land as they may desire, not exceeding 
one thousand acres, over and above what they are entitled 
to by the number of persons in their respective families : 
Provided, It shall appear to the said Governour that they 
are in a condition and intention to cultivate the same : And 
provided also, That they, at the time of such application, 
do give good evidence to the Governour of the said Pro- 
vince of their real attachment to the Constitution, and of 
their non-concurrence in the rebellious proceedings in the 
other Colonies. 

And it is hereby further notified, that the Governour of 
this Province will afford every possible encouragement to 
all His Majesty's good subjects who may think proper 
to be concerned in the exportation of lumber, and all 
other produce, from this Province to the West-Jndies, and 
that he will grant his license to any such person or persons 
to cut wood and convert it into lumber, upon any part of 
His Majesty's lands within this Province: Provided al- 
ways, that proper security be given, upon the exportation 
of any lumber, that the same shall be landed in some of 
the West-India Islands belonging to the King. 



Given under my hand, and the Great Seal of His Ma- 
jesty's said Province, in the Council Chamber at Ptnsa- 
cola, the eleventh day of November, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, and in 
the sixteenth year of His Majesty's reign. 

Peter Chester. 

By His Excellency's command : 

Alexander Macullough, Hep. Sec'y. 

God save the King. 



ALLAN CAMERON TO DONCAN CAMERON. 

On board the ship William, Norfolk Harbour, ) 
in Virginia, November 11, 1775. £ 

Dear Sir : Though I never had the pleasure of being 
personally acquainted with you, I am very sensible of the 
connexive narration of our predecessors, which induces me 
now to take the freedom of troubling you with this epis- 
tle. No doubt, sir, you would have heard of an unfortu- 
nate accident that had happened between one Mr. Came- 
ron, of Mursirloch, and I, in the year '72, at which time 
I believe you was at Fort- William, in Lochaber. 

From the above circumstances, I dare to say you will, 
and justly, conclude that I am a son of Mr. Cameron, of 
Erracht. Since my departure from that part of the world, 
I have been in both the French and British West-Indies, 
and over the most civilized parts of North- America, still in 
the character of a gentleman ; so that good or bad luck has 
ordained a roving life for me hitherto. At the same time, 
I must beg leave to let you know, that I at last got pretty 
well settled to the southward ; but, as I could not comply 
with the proposals of some of the demagogues of this un- 
lucky rebellion, was obliged to push along. I arrived here 
a few days ago from St. Augustine, in East-Florida, 
which place I left with a view of proceeding from here, by 
the first opportunity, to Boston; and, as I always had an 
inclination of getting into the army, and still have, my in- 
tention was to have joined some marching regiment as a 
volunteer, till better would offer, of which I made no doubt, 
with what recommendation I had to some gentlemen there, 
in conjunction with your interest, which 1 flattered myself 
with. But Lord Hunmore, finding that I was upon a plan 
of this nature, insisted that I would be advised by him, and 
accept of a lieutenancy in a Provincial regiment that he 
is about raising, of which he himself is to be Colonel. I 
could not well but agree to his Lordship's proposals, and 
am to set out to-morrow morning for Hetroit, along with 
one Major Connolly, who is made Lieutenant-Colonel of 
said regiment. We are very apprehensive of being inter- 
cepted by some of their d — d Committees. However, if 
we get out, and this undertaking is properly managed, I 
dare to say it will be of essential service to this Govern- 
ment, and perhaps to others. 

I take the liberty of enclosing to you all the letters I had 
for different gentlemen there, and I beg you will be kind 
enough to deliver them to those who they are directed for. 
As I am mentioned in most of them, I suppose the gentle- 
men will naturally say something or other about me. In 
that case, I hope you will make such answers as you shall 
think proper. I imagine, in case General Gage is gone 
home, as is reported here, that you will deliver the letters 
directed for his Excellency to Lord Howe, who we under- 
stand is Commander-in-chief there at present. 

I have not heard one word from my relations or friends 
at home, since my embarkation at Greenock, in '73 ; so 
that I do not know how the MacLonies and my old father 
make it out. If you should be kind enough to write me, 
I would esteem it as a particular favour if you would let 
me know all the Highland news you have. 

I am, sir, your most assured friend, and humble servant, 

Allan Cameron. 

In case you do write me, direct as above, and to the 
care of Lord Hunmore, and he will forward it. 



ALLAN CAMERON TO DANIEL CHAMIER. 

On board the ship William, Norfolk Harbour, * 
in Virginia, November 11, 1775. \ 

Sir: Enclosed you will find three letters, from Mr. 
Chamier, in East-Florida, which I promised him I would 
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in person deliver to you, as also a keg of some kind of 
liquid; but finding it impossible for myself to proceed as I 
then intended, thought proper to send it by Captain Elki- 
son, who I hope will deliver it safe to you. 
I am, sir, your humble servant, 

Allan Cameron. 



CAPTAIN MONTAGU TO ADMIRAL GRAVES. 

Kingfisher, off Jameslown, Virginia, ) 
November 14, 1 775. i 

Sir: I beg leave to inform you that a tender of mine, 
cruising off Ocracoke, took, about the 1st instant, a brig, 
from Jamaica, laden with salt, rum, sugar, molasses, Irish 
linens, osnaburgs, woollen jackets, and shoes ; and a sloop 
from Martinique, the Captain of which started his rum in 
the hold, and was found pumping it out ; he also acknow- 
ledges to have thrown overboard a quantity of coffee, and 
"about five hundred and seventy pounds of gunpowder. 

Enclosed you have an invoice of the different articles in 
the brig. 

And I am, sir, your very humble servant, 

James Montagu. 
To Samuel Graves, Esq. 

An Invoice of the brig Adonis's cargo. 
2,000 bushels of salt; 46 casks of molasses; 37 casks 
of rum ; 10 barrels of limes ; 1 bag ginger ; 65 pieces of 
Irish linen ; 18 pieces of check linen ; 24 bolts of osna- 
burgs ; 53 flannel waistcoats; 93 pairs of shoes; 12 crup- 
pers; 36 girths; 69 round hats. 

James Montagu. 
November 7, 1775. 

W. GRIFFIN TO GEORGE GIFFARINA. 

KingfishoT, Jamestown, Virginia, ) 
November 14, 1775. \ 

Dear Sir: This moment the Otter's tender arrived 
from Norfolk for our despatches for Boston, by which I 
take this opportunity to inform you that 1 am still in being; 
I cannot say in the land of the living, for I dare not show 
my nose here, being surrounded on each shore by Rebels, 
who narrowly watch our motions ; but by the vigilance of 
our Captain we harass them much. 

The day before our arrival in the river, about a thousand 
Rebels, from WUliamsburgh, got over opposite to James- 
town, where they are now encamped, in order to march 
down to Norfolk, to attack our few troops there, and to 
punish the Norfolk people for declaring for Government. 
Had we but two complete regiments, I make not the least 
doubt of their reducing the refractory, and restoring peace 
and good order to this Province. 

If there are any letters for me, or the rest of the officers, 
in your office, beg you will forward them ; and at the same 
time I should esteem it as a favour if you would send me 
two tons of essence, with a few quires of writing paper, as 
I cannot get any here. 

I am, with great regard, dear sir, your most obedient 

humble, 1I7 „ 

' W. Griffin. 

To. George Gijfarina, Secretary to Admiral Graves. 

P. S. Captain Montagu desires his compliments to you, 
and should be glad to know if the sloop he carried to Bos- 
ton with cattle is condemned; if so, should be glad you 
would forward the money for the ship's company by this 
opportunity. 



NEIL JAMIESON TO MESSRS. GLASSFORD, GORDON AND CO. 
Norfolk, Virginia, November 17, 1775. 
Gentlemen: The annexed is a copy of my last, per 
the ship Isabella, which ship got to sea, I fancy, about the 
23d ultimo. Since that time we have been in very great 
confusion here, very few people remaining in the town. I 
don't know a man who had any property left here but my- 
self; but seeing every other person securing their effects, 
and going off themselves, I began to consider that, if any 
accident happened to your subjects in my hands, I might be 
censured ; therefore, I bought a small vessel, for which I 
am to give three hundred pounds ; I have put all the rum, 
sugar, &c, on board of her, and I have all my papers and 



other things of value lying ready packed up, in order to be 
put on board this vessel in half an hour, with myself, ready 
to haul off under the protection of the men-of-war, and 
proceed to sea, to some place of safety. It is a disagree- 
able situation to be in, to be lying all night in fear, with 
loaded arms at your bed-side, for fear of being alarmed or 
set upon. 

Three days ago, our Governour received information of 
a-body of men being assembled in arms at ^Kemp's Landing, 
ten miles from hence. His Excellency set off himself, 
with the most of the troops that are here, (about one hun- 
dred and fifty,) and from twenty to thirty volunteers. They 
came up with these unfortunate people, about two to three 
hundred of them. They immediately fired on the King's 
troops. I must be excused from giving you the particu- 
lars, as I had it from his Excellency himself, last night, 
(for he spent the evening here, with me.) In short, these 
poor people were immediately dispersed and put to the 
rout, with the loss of a few lives ; not any of the King's 
troops suffered ; a sailor, only, shot in the knee. 

His Excellency's humanity appeared in a conspicuous 
light, as he could easily have surrounded and cut off the 
most of these poor people ; but he was satisfied with taking 
some prisoners. The King's standard was hoisted imme- 
diately, and martial law declared. This brush was in 
Princess- Anne, the neighbouring County. 

On the standard being hoisted, many people have come 
in. There were above five hundred people who came in 
and declared for Government, and took the oath. If 1 
have time, you may have copy of the oath, Sic. 

Yesterday, about two o'clock. P. M., his Excellency 
marched in here, and the King's standard was hoisted, 
when the principal inhabitants (what few of them were in 
town) took the oaths to Government, and all in the town 
signed, to the amount of two hundred.- 

Several of the principal people concerned in the raising 
of the poor people in Princess-Anne County, have been 
taken prisoners, and are now on board the guard-ship. The 
poor people blame these men much for obliging them to 
take up arms. May the Lord in his infinite mercy put an 
end to these troubles, and bring relief to this distressed 
country. 

There is no communication with the upper parts of the 
country just now, so that I cannot get Mr. Irving's state 
to send you ; and you may easily judge of our present dis- 
tressed condition, that I cannot apply to the making out of 
mine here, just now. It's said the principal part of the 
people up the country, in low circumstances, are for Go- 
vernment, if they were at liberty to declare their senti- 
ments. 

Lord Dunmore has applied to me to negotiate some 
money matters. I am not fond of this business; but if he 
urges it, and gives the necessary security, I suppose I must 
comply. 

If I had time, I should have made out a scheme for a car- 
go of goods, to be shipped immediately, on receipt hereof; 
but, as I am not, at present, very fit to go on such busi- 
ness, I think you could be at no loss in sending out a cargo 
for this, to the amount of four thousand to five thousand 
pounds sterling; this is providing you have vessels conve- 
nient, of our own, and that you have a prospect of selling 
your tobacco to advantage, so far as to make you easy in 
circumstances. I presume there will be open trade at this 
place soon, although I do not expect tobacco can be ship- 
ped home for some considerable time, for the planters have 
not brought any to the warehouses ; and if it was, it could 
not be brought here ; but I think dry-goods will be sold 
here. What I would propose would be this: providing 
such a young man could be got that you had a good opi- 
nion of, and such as you could take for a partner in this 
business, in that case the goods might be bought up by 
him or his friends, and consigned to himself. But recom- ' 
mend him to apply to me, and be under my directions. 
The sales could go on in his name ; and, as a plentiful 
supply would be ordered, which could come here in safety 
if the country is brought to order by the time they arrive, 
then we could supply our upper stores from thence. I 
could purchase the good's here from the young man that 
was sent out. I have consulted Lord Dunmore on this 
head, and will have his interest and assistance, if neces- 
sary. 
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From what I have said, you'll know my meaning. The 
worst that can happen will be ordering the vessel with the 
goods for the West-Indies, providing it is not prudent to 
open them here ; but by the time these goods arrive, I think 
there will be no danger. Indeed, were our circumstances 
easy at home, you might go the length of ten thousand 
pounds sterling value in goods. You would be at no loss 
for a scheme for a summer cargo ; all kinds of linens, none 
above three shillings sterling per yard ; some loaf sugar, 
value about five hundred pounds sterling of it ; nails, from 
four-penny to twenty-penny; paints; linseed-oil. There 
ought to be one thousand pounds sterling value of osna- 
burgs of different kinds. 

I think, by the time they arrive, there may be a chance 
of being able to supply the upper stores. By this, you 
see, your having the schemes for the upper stores in your 
hands, you'll not be at any great loss in sending out such 
goods as are there ordered, especially such as may sell in 
the fVest-Indies, in case matters are not cleverly settled 
here. But, by what I have seen already, I have a notion 
there will be a good chance of selling goods by the time 
they arrive. 

By the enclosed papers you'll easily see what may be 
expected. There are above one thousand people already 
signed, in three days, from this and Princess-Anne County. 
I think I shall have no reflections cast on me by any of the 
country gentlemen, although my not going into violent 
measures, as many of our countrymen have, I find a party 
of them here is formed against me. His Excellency knows 
my reasons, and such as may be deemed prudent, because 
I informed him I act agreeably to your instructions. I 
think I stand well with his Lordship, and hope to render 
good offices to the distressed ; this will be my study. His 
Lordship is a humane, good man, and will use as much 
lenity as in prudence may be necessary for the unfortu- 
nate. 

I think you might pretend to order the goods for Anti- 
gua, for fear others may choose to ship as soon as you. 
Be pleased to order the vessel that belongs to ourselves, if 
they get a load of tobacco for France, to load great salt, 
providing you should soon hear of an accommodation being 
expected. Indeed, if a load of tobacco to any part of the 
Channel was got, I think you might order, in their return, 
to call at Liverpool and load salt ; half of each cargo should 
be in good sacks. 

On the whole, you'll be pleased to judge for yourselves. 
If we can go through with this scheme, I think it will do. 
I refer you to the papers enclosed for what may be expect- 
ed soon. 

I am for self &, Co., gentlemen, yours, Sic, 

Neil Jamieson. 

P. S. Do not forget an assortment of sail-cloth, and 
twine ; also, a few hogsheads of potatoes, if to be got on 
tolerable terms. Might fill up tierces with potatoes from 
Liverpool, provided it's not too late in the season. 

N. J. 

December 2d, 1775. 

Sirs : I refer you to the above letter, which I hope will 
get safe to your hands. This letter goes under cover with 
some others, to Mr. James Anderson, at Boston, by a man- 
of-war's tender. I have sent, by this opportunity, to Mr. 
Anderson, Lord Dunmore's draft on the Commander-in- 
chief, at Boston, for five thousand pounds sterling, payable 
in a bill or tender, at three days sight. Mr. Anderson is 
to present the draft, and to take one bill from the Com- 
mander-in-chief, favour of Edward and Rene Payne, 
Esquires, London, for four thousand five hundred pounds 
sterling. As the bill will be at three days sight, it would 
be a pity to lose any time in having it presented and paid. 
They will advise you of this so soon as they receive it; 
so you'll order the disposal of it in such manner as you 
think proper. The other five hundred pounds sterling is 
to be laid out. in goods for His Majesty, since I'm still of 
opinion the goods should be ordered out immediately on 
receipt of the above letter. By the time they receive them 
they will probably be in great demand, as there must be a 
number of troops and ships of war here by the time they 
arrive. But, at any rate, if any thing is to be done, it 
must be with the greatest despatch possible you can. 

Send no strong beer. A few hogsheads porter would do, 



if good, and warranted sound. I have wrote Messrs. 
Paynes fully, and shall also write you some hereafter. Be 
pleased to take notice that there should be a quantity of 
shoes ordered with the goods. By mine of the 13th Au- 
gust, I advised you leather work of any kind would not do ; 
but, as 1 find there will be a number of troops here, I think 
shoes of all kinds will be a good article. As a regiment of 
Negroes is raising here, coarse shoes, large and good, will 
be wanted. 

I am, for self &; Co., your obedient humble servant, 

Neil Jamieson. 
Messrs. Glassford, Gordon, Monteath fy Co., Glasgow. 



WALTER HATTON TO NATHANIEL COFFIN. 

Norfolk, November 21, 1775, 
Dear Sir : I herewith transmit my accounts and lists of 
shipping for the three last quarters, which I would rather 
have done at the close of each quarter, but had not an op- 
portunity of so doing; and in these lawless times I think 
it would have been very unsafe to trust letters by indiffe- 
rent hands, as it is now, and has been some time past, ari 
established rule to break open all letters either going from 
or directed to any officer in the service of the Crown. It 
was with difficulty, I will assure you, that I now am able 
to transmit them, as my going from Accomack to this place 
was opposed by upwards of three hundred people of the 
County, who will not allow any vessel to come to this place, 
for fear of supplying the ships of war and other troops with 
provision ; and I will assure you that I am doubtful whether 
1 may not be obliged to take a shelter in some of the ships, 
or at least on this side the bay, as 1 expect, during the con- 
fused usurpation of power, that an officer of the customs, 
if he only acts with spirit, or as his duty and oath binds 
bim, 'that he will immediately fall under the lash of the 
damned Committees, &,c, who, on such occasion, will show 
them as little mercy as they themselves may expect in the 
future world ; and as I have on sundry occasions opposed 
their measures, and strove to convince the deluded people 
of their error, I have, by that means, rendered myself ob- 
noxious to them, and no doubt if ever in their power, shall 
have their whole weight of vengeance laid on me. But 
while I am acting in favour of Government and my own 
steady principles, I make no doubt but I shall be able, with 
half their number, to meet them in the field ; as I hold it 
to be an established point that those who fight, or take 
up arms against Government, are always in dread, and fight 
to great disadvantage, knowing that they are fighting against 
their sovereign, by whom alone they can hope for assist- 
ance against their real enemies, and who, out of his grace 
and favour, has offered them protection from all their foes, 
and who would be glad to see them return to their duty, 
and embrace the proffered grace. They know that the 
halter is round their necks, and if taken, (which they can 
do no less than expect,) that they are liable to be trussed 
up without any delay. Whilst the favourers of Govern- 
ment know the goodness of their cause, and the support 
that may at any time be given from the friends thereof, to 
assist them against all .enemies, they also, no doubt, are 
assured that if they fall in so glorious and good cause, that 
they have done their duty, and may expect their reward in 
a future life. 

You will be glad, no doubt, to hear out of so many ene- 
mies to Government that there are some who have courage, 
even in these hazardous times, to confess the lenient mea- 
sures used by those in power, and who have sworn al- 
legiance to their lawful sovereign ; amongst which the 
inhabitants of Norfolk, Town and County, Portsmouth, 
Nansemond, Uc, stand recorded to, I believe, three thou- 
sand and upwards. The late engagement at Kemp's, I be- 
lieve, has been cause sufficient for numbers who. have been 
constrained, to throw off the yoke and boldly to stand forth 
and confess themselves friends of Government ; numbers 
having been forced to take up arms against their will, as 
has been proved since the late action. God send a happy 
conclusion to this bad beginning. How long I may stay 
among them here is uncertain, as I have a design to re- 
move, and have a promise from those in power for a better 
place ; I have reason to expect somewhat nearer you than 
this. My letters please direct to the care of Mr. Sprowle, 
Norfolk, (or Gosport rather,) who will forward them ; and 
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what money you may have of mine in your hands, be 
pleased to send per bill of exchange. Be pleased to pay 
Mr. Hulton his account herewith transmitted, and let me 
hear all the news you conveniently can ; and believe me to 
be, dear sir, your very humble servant, 

Walter Hatton. 
Nathaniel Coffin, Esq., Receiver-General and Cashier of 
His Majesty's Customs, Boston. 

LORD DUNMORE TO ADMIRAL GRAVES. 

Norfolk, Virginia, November 24, 1775. 

Sir : The bearer, Colonel Kirkland, begs to be intro- 
duced to you, and I do it with great pleasure, as I am sure 
you will be happy to be acquainted with an American so 
truly well disposed to His Majesty's service. You will find 
him a man of real worth and spirit ; for particulars I refer 
you to the General. Our little squadron here goes on as 
well as you can expect ; but as Captain Squire writes to 
you by this opportunity, I shall not trouble you any further 
than returning you thanks for the kind reception you was 
so good as to give to Major Connolly, and to assure you 
that I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble ser- 
vant, n 

DUNMORE. 

To Admiral Graves. 

P. S. I have now only to request you, if possible, to 
let one of the line-of-battle ships winter here, and to de- 
spatch the sloop Betsey as soon as possible. 

NEIL JAMIESON TO JAMES ANDERSON. 

Norfolk, Virginia, November 28, 1775. 

Sir : Enclosed you will find Lord Dunmore's draft, in 
our favour, on the Commander-in-chief, at Boston, payable 
three days sight, for five thousand pounds sterling. You 
will be pleased to present the same for payment. You see 
it is payable in a bill of exchange on London, at three days 
sight. You will be pleased to order one bill to be made 
out for forty-five hundred pounds sterling. Let there be 
four copies of it, and let the bills be made payable to Ed- 
ward fy Rene Payne, Esqrs., of London. You will find 
here enclosed two letters for Messrs. Paynes, left open ; be 
pleased to enclose the bills, one copy in each of these let- 
ters, and to be forwarded by the first ships to Britain; but 
if no immediate opportunity from Boston to Great Britain, 
in that case you will be pleased to put the letter for Messrs. 
Paynes, under your own cover, and send the same to Hugh 
and Alexander Wallace, Esqs.,of New- York, and tell them 
it is by my desire they should forward the same by the 
packet, or any other opportunity that may soon after offer. 
You will understand that my wish is, how soon these bills 
may be forwarded to the gentlemen in London. The five 
hundred pounds sterling remaining, you will be pleased to 
lay out with you, in such goods as you will find here ordered ; 
on which you will charge your usual commission. One of 
the copies of the bill, for forty-five hundred pounds, you 
will be pleased to forward to me, under cover, by the same 
opportunity. 

I am, for self and company, sir, your obedient humble 

servant, 

JNeil Jamieson. 

December 2, 1775. 

The vessel that carries this will bring the goods. With 
this will also be a letter for my partners ; which please for- 
ward by first opportunity for Great Britain. I have drawn 
on you of this date, in favour of Captain Kirkland, at sight, 
for twenty Spanish milled dollars. 

Yours, N. J. 

Since writing the above I have been considering if there 
is any immediate opportunity to Glasgow. You may take 
the bills payable to my partners in Glasgow, Messrs. Glass- 
ford, Gordon, Monteath fy Co., and put the bills under 
your own cover; but if the opportunity offer for London, 
or by the packet, you will send the bills to the Messrs. 
Paynes, of London. IV. J. 

If Mr. Anderson is out of the way, Mr. Nath. Coffin 
is desired to do the needful. N. J. 

Norfolk, Virginia, November 24, 1775. 

[Exchange for £5,000 sterling.] 

At three days sight, of this my first bill of exchange, 



second and third of same tenor and date not paid, pay to 
Neil Jamieson fy Co., or order, five thousand pounds ster- 
ling, in good bills of exchange on London, at three days 
sight, for value received of them, which place to account 
of His Majesty's service, as advised by, sir, your humble 



servant, 



DtTNMORE. 



To His Excellency Gen. Thomas Gage, or His Majesty's 
Commander-in-chief for the time being at Boston. 



Sketch of Goods to be sent from Boston per this 
vessel. 

Coarse Irish linens, from ten pence to eighteen 

pence per yard, first cost, value ... £200 
Coarse Irish linens, from eighteen pence to two 

shillings, ----... 100 
Yarn, and men's coarse worsted stockings, from 

sixteen to twenty-five shillings per dozen, - 60 

Nails ; six, eight, and ten-penny, value 25 

Twenty-penny nails, value 20 

Needles and pins, value ----- 15 
Twenty dozen men's coarse shoes, either English 

or country-made, at thirty shillings per dozen, - 30 
Twenty dozen coarse felt hats, at twenty-four shil- 
lings, - 24 

Five hundred dun codfish, ... - 5 

Salmon in kegs, value ----- 3 

Two boxes long tobacco pipes, - 4 



£486 



Let these goods be consigned to Neilor, McAllister &■ 
Co., Norfolk. 

NEIL JAMIESON TO EDWARD AND RENE PAYNE. 

Norfolk, Virginia, November 28, 1775. 

With this you will find the Commander-in-chief at 
Boston (N. E.) his draft in your favour, at three days 
sight, for four thousand five hundred pounds sterling. Im- 
mediately on its being accepted, be pleased to advise my 
partners, Messrs. Glassford, Gordon, Monteath fy Co., of 
the same, and be pleased to dispose of the moneys agree- 
ably to their directions. 

I am, for self and company, gentlemen, your obedient, 

humble servant, . T T 

JNeil Jamieson. 

Edward and Rene Payne, Esqrs., London. 



NEIL JAMIESON TO EDWARD AND RENE PAYNE. 

Norfolk, Virginia, November 20, 1775. 

Sir : I wrote you the 29th June, which I make no 
doubt but you have received. I have not been forgetful 
in applying to Messrs. McAllister fy Co., for the debt due 
you, but to no purpose. Indeed, the distracted situation 
we are at present in, has put a stop to all kinds of busi- 
ness, nor is there any collecting of debts; and if there is 
not an end soon put to this very unfortunate dispute, I am 
afraid there will be great danger in recovering the subject 
in debts, in the hands of the people up the country; for 
many people who were lately in opulent circumstances, 
I am much afraid will very soon be in a distressed situa- 
tion, and I am much afraid will not be able to pay any 
debts for some considerable time to come. It is owing to 
the above cause that these people have not been able to 
make any payments at present. You must therefore rest 
satisfied for the present. They are honest men, and I am 
well assured they will do every thing in their power to dis- 
charge this debt as soon as they possibly can. 

I had proposed, some time ago, to have returned to 
Great Britain, and fixed at home ; but these troubles ren- 
der my stay here necessary for some time longer, to see 
to save as much of our subject as possibly I can. This 
being the case, and to make up for the great loss we must 
lay our accounts of meeting with on account of these 
troubles, as it is likely there will be several ships of war 
continued here on the station, and that there may be seve- 
ral contracts to make in London for the supplying of the 
navy and army, should any of the contractors be in want 
of an agent here, to do their business, I would be much 
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obliged to you if you would recommend them to our house. 
We have it in our power to do their business on the best 
terms, as much so as any house in this Colony. 

I have only time to give you this hint at this present 
time. In a few days I will write you more fully. 

I am, for self and company, gentlemen, your obedient, 

humble servant, ., T 

' JNeil Jamieson. 

Edward and Rene Payne, Esqrs., London. 



CAPTAIN LESLIE TO GENERAL GAGE. 

Norfolk, Virginia, December 1, 1 775. 

Sir: The 28th of last month, the Rebels attacked the 
wooden fort mentioned in my former letter of the 6th of 
November, built to secure the pass at the Great-Bridge, 
and have continued firing small-arms at it in an irregular 
way ever since, without any other consequence than that 
of slightly wounding two or three of our men. The fort is 
defended by Lieutenant Wallace, one sergeant, one corpo- 
ral, and twenty-five private men of the Fourteenth Regi- 
ment, some volunteers, and a good many negroes. Two 
four-pounders were sent to them yesterday ; therefore 1 take 
it for granted that the Rebels will not easily get possession 
of that post unless they bring artillery against it ; of which, 
by all accounts, they have not any at present. 

I do myself the honour to enclose your Excellency this 
month's return of my detachment, as also a letter from 
Lord Dunmore, in answer to an application I made to his 
Lordship for a passage for the non-commissioned officers of 
the two companies of the Fourteenth Regiment, now at 
Boston. 

The officers here, of the Fourteenth Regiment, having 
requested that I would apply to your Excellency for their 
bat and forage money, I beg you will be so good as to 
give directions for the payment of it as soon as convenient. 

As a number of women and children belong to my de- 
tachment, and there is no method of providing for them but 
from the King's stores, I hope you will be pleased to grant 
them the same indulgence here as I arn told they have at 
Boston. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble 

servant, e T 

' oamuel Leslie, 

Captain Fourteenth Regiment Infantry. 



LORD DUNMORE TO CAPTAIN LESLIE. 

On board tlic Dunmore, off Norfolk, ) 
December 2, 1775. J 

Sir: I have at your request just now made inquiry if 
there was room for the non-commissioned officers of the 
Fourteenth to go to Boston in the sloop Betsy ; but am 
informed it is not possible for them to go in her, as she is 
already too much crowded ; which I hope will be attended 
with no inconveniency, as I expect General Howe will 
order the remaining part of the regiment tojoin you here. 

1 am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Dunmore. 
To Captain Leslie, of the Fourteenth Regiment. 



Monthly Return of a Detachment of His Majesty's Four- 
teenth Regiment of Infantry, Gosport, Virginia, Oc- 
tober 1, 1775. 



Monthly Return of a Detachment of His Majesty's Four- 
teenth Regiment of Infantry, Gosport, Virginia, No- 
vember 1, 1775. 
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N. B. Captain Blackett died 14th October, 1775. 

Samuel Leslie, 
Captain Fourteenth Regiment Infantry. 

Monthly Return of a Detachment of His Majesty's Four- 
teenth Regiment of Infantry, Norfolk, Virginia, De- 
cember 1, 1775. 



Commission- 






CO • 

£ £ 
a* 


CQ 


Alteration 


Total. 


ed and staff 


cd 


o 




since last 




officers . 


Ul 
CD 

Xfl 


a. 
o 
O 


3 -3 
O d 




return . 






































e 

o 










CD 

u. 






DO 






CD 


3 




3 

-a 




3 
T3 




3 
b. 










TS 


ts 

o 

CD 
3 




s 






T3 
3 
cd 




m* 


a 




, * 


CO 


<a 




£ 




<2 




^ 










br, 


'05 


*j 


c 
o 

CD 
Ui 






u. 


. 


p. 


a 

3 


c 

CO 

a 


c 

3 


3 

o 

CO 

fee 

3 


B 
AC 

I. 


o 

in 


B 
a: 
a: 

2h 




a 

3h 


c 
CO 


3 

CO 

u 

Ui 

p- 


in 


[a 


-3 
d 
a) 

Q 


CD 

Q 

Q 


d 
J3 

X 

5 


i 

o 


CO 

t 3_ 

< 


cd 
CD 

be 

<D 
GO 


u. 
O 

3- 
u> 

O 

Q 


s 
s 

3 


"cd 

> 


4 


5 


4 


1 


1 


9 


- 


13 


1 


3 


- 


123 


10 


- 


1 


- 


- 


13 


1 


1 


9 


14 


3 


133 



Samuel Leslie, 
Captain Fourteenth Regiment Infantry. 



N. B. Captain Blackett died October 14, 1775. 

Samuel Leslie, 
Captain Fourteenth Regiment Infantry. 



captain fordice to captain urquhart. 

Norfolk, December 1, 1775. 

Dear Urquhart : Thanks to the bar of St. Augustine, 
for allowing me to receive your last letter, two days before 
the St. Lawrence arrived. 1 had embarked for this Colony, 
with all the Grenadiers, and as many men from the batta- 
lion as made up a detachment of sixty, including non-com- 
missions. We sailed the 7th of October, and got here the 
20th. Jonathan, with the small remains of the regiment, 
are to follow when relieved by the three companies of the 
J 6th, from Pensacola. From what you wrote me there must 
most certainly be some unaccountable mistake with respect 
to our regiment. One would conceive that it never could 
be intended that we should be divided in the way we have 
been for some time past. I brought the sergeants and 
corporals of your two companies with me ; and it was in- 
tended they should have gone by this sloop, but Lord 
Dunmore has acquainted Captain Leslie that he cannot 
give them a passage ; the true cause is that he does not at 
present choose to part with so many good men. 

We have been in great hopes of troops coming here, 
either from England or your army. What a pity it is that 
this Colony should have been so much neglected ; a couple 
of thousand men would settle every thing here in the course 
of this winter. There have been no accounts from England 
or Boston since I came here. I enclose you a newspaper, 
which contains some account of our proceedings here. 
You will see by it that we have had a little brush with the 
Rebels, who behaved in a most dastardly manner. Redfern 
was the only man hurt ; he received a shot in the knee-pan, 
which will render him unfit for service. A corps of about 
seven hundred men has been sent from Willi amsburgh, 
in order to take possession of this place, which they are 
most exceedingly desirous of doing. We are throwing up 
some intrenchments, so that they won't find it quite so easy 
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as they expected. They have been for some days within 
about ten miles of us, but their farther progress has been 
hitherto stopped by a fort constructed by Batut, at a bridge 
where they must pass. Their riflemen keep up an almost 
constant fire, but hitherto without much success, having on- 
ly wounded Gardner, of the General's company. Wallace 
commands the fort ; he has twenty-five of our regiment, a 
few militia, and some negroes. The negroes who had de- 
serted from the Rebels to the fort, say that many of them 
have been killed and wounded by our people. Would to 
God we had a few more men, and I think we should give 
a very good account of these rascals ; but we are at present 
a very handful. The place is entirely deserted by the 
natives ; only a few Scotch remain, who to a man are well- 
affected to Government, and are now all embodied, as the 
town of Norfolk militia, and do their duty with gr£at spirit ; 
one of them you may recollect at Boston some years ago, 
his name John Hunter, an active man, and aid-de-camp 
to Lord Dunmore. 

I have forgot all this time to condole with you on the 
death of your good friend, and quondam Captain, Blackett, 
who drank his last dram, and resigned his breath on the 
12th of October. They say he was a most miserable object 
before he died. I think you have been in tolerable good 
fortune this year to get quit of him, and Patoon so soon. 
I have wrote to Stanton to apply for our bat and forage 
money. We are most certainly entitled to it, as well as the 
other troops. Lend a helping hand in this business; a few 
joes would by no means be inconvenient for some of your 
friends. I have likewise desired from him particular in- 
formation concerning the provisions for men, women, and 
children. 

I see by the Williamsburgh papers that the Thirty-Se- 
cond and some other regiments have been drafted, and the 
officers sent home. It must really be a most distressing 
matter to be robbed of all the men that one knows, and 
has been at so much pains with. I am very thankful that 
we have been so fortunate as to avoid that dreadful fate. I 
hope my very worthy friend Symcs was well when he left 
you. Did Brown go home with the regiment, or remain with 
General Grant 1 If he is with you, remember me to him. 

We have a report that General Gage is gone home, and 
that General Howe succeeds him. If that is true, it will 
make a terrible change in your staff; though 1 hope it may 
not by any means affect you. 1 have enclosed in a packet 
to you a great many letters which I brought from St. Au- 
gustine, which I will be obliged to you if you will take 
the trouble of sending. All your friends in East-Florida 
desired to be remembered to you. The parson had some 
thoughts of coming with me in his way to Boston, but 
Governour Tonyn would not give him leave. My best 
wishes attend Mrs. Urquhart. By what I have heard, you 
have, I presume, by this time, a pledge of your mutual 
love. T beg my compliments to Colonel Leslie, Major 
Musgrave, and my other friends of the Sixty-Fourth. All 
here join in compliments and best wishes to you. And 1 
remain with great truth, dear Urquhart, your sincere friend, 
he, 



Captain Urquhart. 



C. Fokdice. 



CAPTAIN SQ.OTRE TO ADMIRAL GRAVES. 

Otter sloop, off Norfolk, December 2, 1775. 

Sir : My Lord Dunmore having a quantity of corn, which 
he understands would be of great service to, and was much 
wanted for, the cavalry to the northward, and begged I 
would send some men in a sloop to carry it to Boston, I 
have, therefore, for the good of the service, sent a petty 
officer and six of my people in the Betsey sloop for that 
purpose. In my last to you of the 13th September, by 
the Mercury, I informed you that the people of this part 
of Virginia seemed to be peaceably inclined, but am 
sorry to say, that for these two months past, they have 
taken every method to annoy the King's ships, boats, and 
troops, wherever they see them, firing on them on all occa- 
sions, I some time since went in a tender, with three other 
tenders fn company, in order to prevent their sinking ves- 
sels in th? mouth of Hampton harbour, when they fired on 
me, and .killed two of my people, and wounded two more ; 
and from. the imprudence of the officer on board, a small 
tender running too near the town, their musketry was so 



great, that several of my people swam from her to me, and 
the Rebels took the vessel with four men, which men they 
have since returned. On the 14th of last month, His Ex- 
cellency Lord Dunmore, and the detachment of the Four- 
teenth Regiment, embarked in boats from Portsmouth, and 
went up a river near a place called the Great-Bridge, in- 
tending to dislodge some men that he heard were there, 
whose intention was to stop provisions coming to Norfolk. 
His Lordship from thence, in his march to Norfolk, was 
attacked and fired on by some Rebels, whom he soon 
drove off, after killing one, and taking seven or eight pri- 
soners, with a Colonel Lawson and Colonel Hutching, 
men who have been very busy in corrupting the minds of 
the poor deluded people of this Colony. His Lordship 
then issued his proclamation, (a copy of which I send you.) 
As Mr. John Atkinson, the petty officer that brings you 
this, was a volunteer with Lord Dunmore, on the expedi- 
tion, I refer you to him for more particulars. We have 
now a small fort at the Great-Bridge, which the Rebels 
must pass to come to Norfolk. We have destroyed the 
bridge, and for these ten days past, have kept a body of 
near nine hundred Rebels from passing. We have like- 
wise intrenched the town of Norfolk, and I have great 
reason to suppose, and hope from their being such cowards, 
and cold weather coming on, that they will return to their 
respective homes, and we shall be quiet the remainder of 
the winter. I am securing all the provisions I can for the 
King's ships, and I hope to get a sufficient quantity until 
we can have a supply from the northward. 1 must hope, 
sir, when in your power to spare a victualler, you will send 
one. 

I, by desire, have sent two prisoners taken by his Lord- 
ship; no doubt but his Lordship has sent their accusations. 
Two other prisoners taken by Captain Montagu, the one 
Captain Dean, whose accusation I here enclose, the other 
a Captain Porter, for bringing powder and shot for the Re- 
bels, and in sight of the King's tenders throwing it over- 
board. Enclosed I send you the state and condition of His 
Majesty's sloops Otter and Kingfisher, with the demands 
for stores from the officers of the said sloops. 

I am well convinced that had we a few more troops, and 
one or two more ships, that the Rebels in these parts would 
be very soon quieted. 

Am also to acquaint you, that from the boatswain of the 
Otter's frequently behaving in a tyrannical manner to the 
ship's company, often insolent to the officers, as well as 
neglecting his duty, I have thought proper to suspend 
him, and have given an acting order to one of my seamen. 
Enclosed 1 send you three letters, which I received from St. 
Augustine, to be forwarded to you ; and am, sir, with assur- 
ances that all that can be done for the good of the King's 
service shall be done by, sir, your most obedient, bumble 

servant > W.C. Squire. 



DOCTOR FRANKLIN TO M. DUMAS. 

Philadelphia, December 19, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I received your several favours of May 18th, 
June 30th, and July 8th, by Messrs. Vaillant and Pochard, 
whom if I could serve upon your recommendation, it would 
give me great pleasure. Their total want of English is at 
present an obstruction to their getting any employment 
among us, but I hope they will soon obtain some know- 
ledge of it. This is a good country for artificers or farmers, 
but gentlemen of mere science in les belles lettres, can- 
not so easily subsist here, there being little demand for 
their assistance among an industrious people, who, as yet, 
have not much leisure for studies of that kind. 

I am much obliged by the kind present you have made 
us of your edition of Vattel. It came to us in good sea- 
son, when the circumstances of a rising State make it ne- 
cessary frequently to consult the law of nations. Accord- 
ingly, that copy which I kept (after depositing one in our 
own publick library here, and sending the other to the 
College of Massachusetts- Bay, as you directed) has been 
continually in the hands of the members of our Congress 
now sitting, who are much pleased with your notes and 
preface, and have entertained a high and just esteem for 
their author. Your manuscript " Idee sur le Gouvernement 
el la Royaute," is also well relished, and may, in time, 
have its effect. I thank you, likewise, for the other smaller 
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pieces, which accompanied Vattel. "Le Court Expose de 
ce qui est passe entre la Cour Britanique ct ks Colonies," 
fyc, being a very concise and clear statement of facts, will 
be reprinted here, for the use of our new friends in Canada. 
The translations of the proceedings of our Congress are 
very acceptable. I send you herewith what of them has 
been further published here, together with a few newspa- 
pers, containing accounts of some of the successes Provi- 
dence has favoured us with. 

We are threatened from England with a very powerful 
force, to come next year against us. We are making all 
the provision in our power here to prevent that force, and 
we hope we shall be able to defend ourselves. But as the 
events of war are always uncertain, possibly after another 
campaign, we may find it necessary to ask aid of some fo- 
reign power. It gives us great pleasure to learn from you, 
that " all Europe wishes us the best success in the main- 
tenance of our liberty." But we wish to know whether 
any one of them, from principles of humanity, is disposed 
magnanimously to, step in for the relief of an oppressed 
people ; or whether if, as it seems likely to happen, we 
should be obliged to break off all connection with Britain, 
and declare ourselves an independent people, there is any 
state or power in Europe, who would be willing to enter 
into an alliance with us for the benefit of our commerce, 
which amounted, before the war, to nearly seven millions 
sterling per annum, and must continually increase, as our 
people increase most rapidly. Confiding, my dear friend, 
in your good will to us, and our cause, and in your saga- 
city and abilities for business, the Committee of Congress 
appointed for the purpose of establishing and conducting 
a correspondence with our friends in Europe, of which 
Committee I have the honour to be a member, have di- 
rected me to request of you, that as you are situated at 
the Hague, where ambassadors from all the courts reside, 
you would make use of the opportunity, which that situa- 
tion affords you, of discovering if possible, the disposition 
of the several courts with respect to such assistance or 
alliance, if we should apply for the one, or propose for 
the other. As it may possibly be necessary, in particular 
instances, that you should, for this purpose, confer directly 
with somegreat Ministers, and show them this letter, as 
your credential, we only recommend it to your discretion, 
that you proceed therein with such caution, as to keep the 
same from the knowledge of the English Ambassador, and 
prevent any publick appearance, at present, of your being 
employed in any such business, as thereby, we imagine, 
many inconveniences may be avoided, and your means of 
rendering us service increased. 

That you may be better able to answer some questions, 
which will probably be put to you, concerning our present 
situation, We inform you, that the whole Continent is very 
firmly united, the party for the measures of the British 
Ministry, being very small, and much dispersed; that we 
have had on foot the last campaign an army of near twen- 
ty-five thousand men, wherewith we have been able, not 
only to block up the King's army in Boston, but to spare 
considerable detachments for the invasion of Canada, where 
we have met with great success, as the printed papers sent 
herewith will inform you, and have now reason to expect 
that whole Province may be soon in our possession ; that 
we purpose greatly to increase our force for the ensuing 
year, and thereby, we hope, with the assistance of well 
disciplined militia, to be able to defend our coast, notwith- 
standing its great extent ; that we have already a small 
squadron of armed vessels to protect our coasting trade, 
which have had some success in taking several of the 
enemy's cruisers, and some of their transport vessels and 
store-ships. This little naval force we are about to aug- 
ment, and expect it may be more considerable in the next 
summer. 

We have hitherto applied to no foreign power. We are 
using the utmost industry in endeavouring to made salt- 
petre, and with daily increasing success. Our artificers are 
also every where busy in fabricating small arms, casting 
cannon, 8tc. Yet both arms and ammunition are much 
wanted. Any merchants who would venture to send ships 
laden with those articles, might make great profit, such is 
the demand to every Colony, and such generous prices are 
and "will be given ; of which, and of the manner of con- 
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ducting such a voyage, the bearer, Mr. Story, can more 
fully inform you. And whoever brings in those articles is 
allowed to carry off the value in provisions to our West- 
Indies, where they will fetch a very high price, the gen- 
eral exportation from North- America being stopped. This : 
you will see more particularly in a printed resolution of the" 
Congress. 

We are in great want of good engineers, and wish you 1 
could engage and send us two able ones, In time for the 
next campaign, one acquainted with field service, sieges, 
&.C., and the other with fortifying sea-porls. They will, 
if well recommended, be made very welcome, and have 
honourable appointments, besides the expenses of their" 
voyage hither, in which Mr. Story can also advise them. 
As what we now request of you, besides taking up your 
time, may put you to some expense, we send you, for the 
present, enclosed, a bill for one hundred pounds sterling, 
to defray such expenses, and desire you to be assured, 
that your services will be considered, and honourably re- 
warded by the Congress. 

We desire, also, that you would take the trouble of re- 
ceiving from Arthur Lee, agent for the Congress in Eng- 
land, such letters as may be sent by him to your care, and 
of forwarding them to us with your despatches. When 
you have occasion to write to him, to inform him of any 
thing, which it may be of importance our friends there 
should be acquainted with, please to send your letters to 
him under coyer, directed to Mr. Alderman Lee, merchant 
on Tower-Hill, London, and do not send it by post, but 
by some trusty shipper, or other prudent person, who will 
deliver it with his own hands. And when you send to us, 
if you have not a direct safe opportunity, we recommend 
sending by way of St. Eustatia, to the care of Messrs. 
Robert and Cornelius Stephens, merchants there, who will 
forward your despatches to me. 

With sincere and great esteem, and respect, I am, he, 

B. Franklin. 



WILLIAM LIVINGSTON TO LORD STIRLING. 

Philadelphia, December 19, 1775. 

My Lord : I enclose you Dr. Barnefs commission, as 
Surgeon of the First Jersey Battalion. The pay is twenty- 
five dollars per month ; and I am satisfied the Congress 
mean to allow for the chest of medicine ; but I intend to 
reduce it to a certainty, as there is an opening to-day on 
such a subject. 

Mr. Halsted is unanimously voted Quartermaster of your 
battalion, by the Committee for receiving the recommen- 
dations to offices, and reported this day ; but he must first 
be confirmed by Congress, which I will push as soon as 
possible, and then transmit you his commission. 

I cannot imagine that Congress would give any direc- 
tions respecting the arms you mention, though I really be- 
lieve if they be got without much disturbance, it would be 
concurred in by that Assembly, from the principle of ne- 
cessity ; and last night I took the opinion of the above 
Committee, who were unanimous in that sentiment. But 
1 would not choose to be mentioned in the case, nor to 
have it done under colour of that Committee, unless you 
should be complained of to Congress for the trespass ; and 
then, as far as this letter would be your instructor, I give 
you free liberty to make use of it for that purpose. 

I am, my lord, your most humble servant, 

William Livingston. 



LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS'. 
[Read December 23, 1775.] " 

Elizabcthtown, December 19, 1775, 
Sir : In consequence of the new orders published by 
Captain Parker, of the Phcenix, since his arrival at "New- 
York, all vessels coming from foreign countries to that port 
receive, on the coast, orders to come into this Province, 
and if possible to this place; several are already arrived 
in Prince's Bay, and in the Sound between this and Am- 
boy. Some of the owners of them being apprehensive that 
the men-of-war at New- York may send their cutters and 
boats to seize and carry them off, have applied to me for 
protection. The saving a vast useful property from i Tailing 
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into the bands of our enemies must be right. And, although 
I have no orders for it, I shall give them every protection 
in my power, until I receive orders to the contrary from the 
Congress. 

His Honour will most probably draw some of the tenders 
•and smallest ships of war to the avenues of New- Jersey, on 
this side. It will therefore be highly necessary to have an 
immediate supply of ammunition at this place, and, if pos- 
sible, half a dozen field-pieces, with some round, grape, 
and canister shot ; we might then hope to make them 
quit any station in harbour, and the season of the year 
will soon make them quit every other station. 

This new order of Captain Parker's is in direct violation 
of act of Parliament, alarms and rouses the moderate, and 
sorely vexes the Tories of New- York; their being obliged 
to seek protection here, and in proportion as their property 
will be lodged among us, their pulses will beat, and their 
conduct will be regulated. If this circumstance be proper- 
ly managed, I am in hopes it will turn out a very fortunate 
one. 

It just occurs to me that it may be very proper that 
there be an order of Congress to receive, for the Continen- 
tal use, all the ammunition imported in the vessels that 
may arrive tn this Province, on paying a moderate price for 
it ; some small quantity may be in each, and every little 
helps. 

This moment the party I sent out at the request of the 
Committee of this County, are, after a march of above fifty 
miles, returned with their prisoners, whom I shall keep for 
the examination of the Committee. 

With the highest regard and esteem, 1 have the honour 
to be your very humble servant, Stirling 

To the Hon. John Hancock. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the General Committee for the City and 
County of New-York, on Tuesday, December 19, 1775, 
Present: John Broome, Chairman, 



MrJP.P.Van Zandt, Mr. Abrahams, 



Colonel Lasher, 
Mr. Moore, 
Mr. Abeel, 
Captain Pell, 
Mr. Burling, 
Mr. Ramsay. 
Mr. Sharpe, 
Mr. Roosevelt, 
Mr. Breasted, 
Mr. Gilbert, 



Mr. Blecker, 



Mr. Totten, 
Mr. Brinkerhoff, 



Mr. Van Voorhies, Mr. Berrien, 



Mr. Denning, Mr. Phenix, 

Colonel Lott, Mr. Anthony, 

Captain Johnson, Mr. Dennis, 

Colonel Hyer, Mr. Robert Ray, 

Mr. Ray, Jun., Mr. Bassett, 

Maj. Stoutcnburgh, Mr. Banker, 

Mr. Cloppsr, Mr. Mulligan, 

Mr. Duyckinck, Mr. Roomo. 
Captain Anthony, Captain Jancway, 

The Chairman having informed the Committee that 
there were several demands upon this Board, which have 
been due some considerable time, requesting they would 
take them under consideration, and concert some means for 
discharging the same, 

Ordered, That the Chairman be authorized to apply to 
the Provincial Congress for the loan of one thousand 
Pounds, subject to no interest, and to give a receipt for the 
same, and to engage that the same shall be repaid out of 
the first moneys that shall be raised by way of a tax in this 
City and County, for defraying the necessary charges in- 
curred for the publick services, in defending our rights and 
privileges. 

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Ray be, and hereby is ap- 
pointed Treasurer to this Board. 

Resolved, That Daniel Phenix, Anthony L. Bleeker, 
and William Denning, or any two of them, be, and they are 
hereby appointed Auditors, for the adjusting and settling 
such accounts as now are, or hereafter may become due 
from this Board ; and that the Treasurer pay no accounts 
but such as are allowed of by the said Auditors, or any two 
of them. 

It being suggested to the Committee that a sloop, the 
property of Messrs. Mercer fy - Schenck, was loading with 
Provisions, &tc, 

Ordered, That Mr. Brinkerhoff and Mr. Dennis be a 
sub-Committee to wait on Messrs. Mercer Of Schenck, and 
know the purpose for which the said sloop is loading, and 
report the sarne: immediately . 

The sub-Coinmittee appointed for the above purpose 
returned, and reported, that Mr. Mercer, one of the owners 



of the said sloop, informed them that she was bound to 
Brunswick, and from thence to sea ; and that he had ob- 
tained a Permit from the New-Jersey Provincial Congress 
for that purpose. 

Ordered, That Mr. Mercer, within a convenient time, 
produce to this Committee a Certificate from the New- Jer- 
sey Provincial Congress, of his having exported the said 
Provisions by virtue of a Permit from the said Congress. 

Whereas sundry persons have been taken and confined 
for a considerable time, for want of an immediate hearing: 
To the intent, therefore, that no person may be taken and 
detained in custody without a just cause, 

Ordered, That Mr. Totten, Mr. Gilbert, John Antho- 
ny, Captain Pell, and Theophilus Anthony, or any two of 
them, be a sub-Committee to inquire into the offence of 
such person or persons that may hereafter be taken and 
confined, who are hereby authorized to discharge him or 
them, unless such circumstances shall appear as may ren- 
der their further confinement necessary. 

Michael Albert, being charged before this Committee of 
having inlisted men for the Ministerial army, was brought 
before the Committee ; and upon his examination, says he 
was intoxicated when he made the declaration for which 
he was apprehended. 

Edward White and John Moore, charged of the like 
offence, were also brought before the Committee, who 
declared their innocence in the facts alledged against 
them. 

No sufficient proof appearing to the Committee to con- 
vict the above persons of the facts laid to their charge, 

Ordered, That they be discharged. 

John Blackler having been confined for some time at the 
Upper Barracks, was this evening examined before this 
Board. It appeared, by his confession, that he had been 
several weeks on board the Asia, man-of-war; that his 
intention was to procure a passage to Boston, and from 
thence to England, and for that purpose requested the 
assistance of Governour Tryon; that he did not intend to 
enter into the Ministerial army, unless he could get the 
office he formerly had, (a Lieutenant,) which was a thou- 
sand to one against him ; that, upon the whole, it was his 
intention to go to England by the way of Boston, as he 
could not readily get a passage from this place; that he 
did not desire a commission in the army, (meaning the 
Ministerial army;) that he took refuge on board the man- 
of-war to avoid being taken and confined for debt. 

The Committee, taking into consideration Mr. Black- 
legs case, are of opinion that the law passed hy the Tate 
Provincial Congress for this Colony, does not authorize 
this Board to determine thereon. 

The question being then put, whether Blackler be 
remanded to the Guard-House, and a state of his case be 
represented to the Provincial Congress? carried unani- 
mously in the affirmative. 

Ordered, therefore, That the Chairman represent a 
state of Mr. Blackler's case to the Provincial Congress. 

Ordered, That this Committee, for the future, be warn- 
ed to meet at five o'clock. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, December 19, 1775. 
Sir : I have your Excellency's letter of the 17th, which 
I have laid before the General Committee, Should the 
force sailed from Boston be destined for Rhode-Island, I 
tremble for the consequences, as the Colony, in its present 
exhausted state, cannot, without assistance, defend the 
island. At their unanimous request, I apply to your Ex- 
cellency for a detachment from the Continental Army of 
one regiment, to be stationed upon Rhode-Island, and that 
you would please to appoint a General officer to take the 
command of the whole force there. They also desired me 
to inform you that General Lee will be very acceptable to 
the Colony, and to request that the General officer who 
may be appointed, may set out immediately to take the 
command of the troops upon the island, and put it in the 
best posture of defence. We have at Head-quarters about 
two hundred and fifty men, and shall immediately place on 
there about four hundred more, and hold as many more in 
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readiness as possible. I need not point out to you the im- 
portance of the island, and the inability of the Colony. 
I am, in great haste, your very humble servant, 

Nicholas Cooke. 
His Excellency General Washington. 

Captain Wallace hath hinted to some of his friends that 
he expects a reinforcement daily. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Cambridge, December 19, 1775. 

Sir : Since writing you of this date, the letter herewith 
enclosed was put into my hands by Mr. Eustace, who is in 
part the subject of it. Thinking it necessary that you 
should be acquainted with the contents, and a safe oppor- 
tunity offering by Mr. lficin, I do myself the honour of 
enclosing it, to show more fully to Congress the views of 
Lord Dunmore. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

George Washington. 
To the President of Congress. 

LORD dunmore to GENERAL HOWE. 

On board the Dunmore, off Norfolk, Virginia, ( 
December 2, ] 775. £ 

Dear General : The bearer of this, whose name is 
John Eustace, is the son of an unfortunate widow gentle- 
woman in this country. I have had the charge of him for 
these three years past, and have given him the best educa- 
tion this country could afford. He is a very good Latin 
scholar; of exceeding good spirit and quick parts; of ex- 
cellent temper and good disposition ; has conceived a great 
desire to go into the army. I have therefore to entreat 
you when an opportunity offers, to give him a commission, 
and I think he will do me no discredit, and you much ser- 
vice. If you are kind enough to employ him, I should be 
much obliged to you if you would recommend him to some 
prudent officer, who would take the trouble now and then 
to give him a little good advice ; for the only fault I know 
in him (if fault it can be called in a boy) is that he is a 
little too volatile. 

Pray spare us some troops, if you can possibly do it con- 
sistent with your orders; even the recruits of the Four- 
teenth Regiment would be of service to us. Those ordered 
from St. Augustine are not yet arrived, though hourly ex- 
pected. Was the whole regiment here, I think we should 
be able to do some good. 1 have sent you a sloop with 
some Indian corn, oats, and a few Irish potatoes, all of 
which he told me (I mean Major Connolly) were much 
wanted. I could have sent you any quantity of oats, such 
as they are, if I could have got a larger vessel. I wish to 
God, I had some of your Light-Horse here. This is a fine 
country for them to act in, and food of all kinds in great 
abundance, Tor both men and horses. A winter campaign 
would reduce, without the smallest doubt, the whole of this 
Southern Continent to a perfect state of obedience. One 
essential service it would render you, which is, that I could 
supply your army and navy with every necessary of life, 
and that in the greatest abundance, which is more than any 
other Colony on the Continent could do. 

I ever am, dear General, most sincerely yours, 

Dunmore. 
To General Howe, Boston. 



There have not arrived any troops since my last by the 
Tartar frigate, leaving this the 16th instant ; but the store- 
ships, (Thames, Laird; Friendship, Miller; Britannia, 
White; Generous Planter, Calse,) as per margin, have 
got in with most seasonable supplies, although the live 
stock met with worse fate than could have been suspected, 
from the great care that had been taken. As their cargoes 
are not yet landed, I cannot render a more particular ac- 
count ; but from all the reports received, the merchants 
employed have been most attentive to their engagements. 
I am concerned to inform your Lordship that I have the 
authority of the Rebel commander to believe Brigadier 
Prescott has fallen into the hands of the enemy; and re- 
port says that General Carleton, with the whole Province 
of Canada, has shared the same fate. Having no commu- 
nication with Canada at present, I cannot determine upon 
the degree of credit this intelligence deserves, but am hope- 
ful that the latter is not true. However, Mr. Washington, 
commanding the Rebel army, presuming upon the number 
and rank of the prisoners in his possession, has threatened 
retaliation in point of treatment to any prisoners of theirs 
in our power, and proposes an exchange, which is a circum- 
stance I shall not answer in positive terms, nor shall I enter 
upon such a measure without the King's orders. Your 
Lordship has enclosed a publication, extracted from the 
minutes of the Continental Congress, in reference to His 
Majesty's Proclamation of 23d August last, on the prin- 
ciples of which Mr. Washington seems to have founded 
his threats. 

The small quantity of salt provisions in store here has 
induced me to send an armed transport to St. Eustatia, for 
a supply of that article, understanding the markets there 
are glutted with provisions ; by which means I flatter my- 
self, should the victuallers ordered here be disappointed in 
making their voyages in time, that we shall secure a suffi- 
cient resource until some of them do arrive, 

I have also, on consultation with the Admiral, ordered two 
transports to be fitted out with the utmost despatch, to sail 
under convoy of the Scarborough, man-of-war, and two 
armed schooners, with directions to have them loaded with 
rice at Savannah, by the assistance of Sir James Wright ; 
and if, in going or returning, they should fall in with any 
ships having a quantity of this article on board, the Cap- 
tain of the Scarborough will have orders to seize and send 
them here for the use of the garrison, navy, and inhabi- 
tants. In these ships I propose sending two hundred ma- 
rines, under the command of a field-officer; and in the 
whole of this proceeding, I trust I shall have your Lord- 
ship's sanction, being guided by motives arising from my 
regard to the interest and necessity of His Majesty's ser- 
vice. I have communicated to the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury, in a letter of this date, an exact account 
of all the steps I have taken relative to the aforementioned 
purposes. 

I have the honour to be, he, W. Howe. 

To Lord Dunmore. 



MEMORANDUM BY GENERAL WASHINGTON S SECRETARY. 

Cambridge, December 19, 1775. 

To Jonathan Glover, Esq., Marblehead : _ 

Ordered to deliver up the vessels sent into Marblehead 
by Broughton and Selman to their owners. 



MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Boston, December 19, 1775. 

My Lord : I embrace the opportunity of an officer who 
has my leave to go to Britain in a private ship, suddenly 
ordered there, to acquaint your Lordship that I have ad- 
vice of Colonel Eyre Massey being arrived at Halifax with 
his regiment, and that I have been induced, on this occasion, 
to countermand my orders for six companies of the Sixty- 
Fifth Regiment, now lying in Nantaslcet-Road, to proceed 
to that place. 



TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Maryland, December 20, 1775. 

My Lord : If constitutional allegiance to my King, a 
warm attachment to my country,* and the most sanguine 
emotions for peace and permanent union between the 
parent State and her Colonies, will sufficiently expiate for 
epistolatory freedom, permit a Minister of the King of 
Kings to address a Minister of the King of Great Britain, 
France, Ireland, and North- America; for it is the lan- 
guage of my soul, that the precious American jewel may 
speedily and immoveably be set in the most effulgent dia- 
dem. 

Your Lordship sustains a two-fold character : a soldier 
of the Lord of Lords, and Secretary of State for the North- 
ern Department, under our rightful Sovereign. High and 
honourable offices, indeed. But every soldier is not an in- 
trepid warrior ; or, as a noble lord once expressed it, " there 
are many professors, but few possessors ;" nor is every ser- 
vant of the Crown infallible. In both these, every man at 
best is but a fallible being. This doctrine your Lordship 
once loved, being then a real follower of the Lamb ; for I 
well remember several opportunities, and the happy arid 
precious moments of each, when we bowed together at the. 
* Born in the city of Oxford. 
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sacred altar;* at which, when I beheld a right honourable 
communicant, with his livery servants on his right hand 
and left, my soul was raised almost to the third heaven, 
and my spirits filled with evangelical love ; for not many 
mighty, not many noble, are truly godly. As your Lord- 
ship's condescension was so laudable, honourable, and scrip- 
tural, as to appear a professor of Christianity, a witness for 
-God, and the truly humble soul, I trust and firmly believe 
that " the most fine gold is not yet become dim." To whom, 
then, shall I write or speak, in behalf of the miserable con- 
vulsed empire ; for your Lordship, hath, I trust, eternal life 
at heart, and everlasting felicity, by faith, in full view, 

The Parliament of Great Britain say, that they have a 
right to tax or bind the Americans in all cases whatsoever; 
to which they answer, " As they were born free, free they 
will be or die." And upon many of their hats there is this 
motto : " Freedom or death ;" upon others, " God and our 
rights." 

Since the battle of Lexington , I have been twice in eight 
of the thirteen United Colonies, namely : Massachusetts- 
Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New- York, New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Newcastle, &tc.,f and Maryland ; all which, 
except New- York, are almost unanimous in the voice of 
liberty. Indeed, none (save a few officers under the Crown) 
are willing to be bound by the British Parliament in all 
CBSes whatsoever. The Americans declare, a master can 
lay no greater burden on a slave than to bind him in all 
cases whatsoever. These tilings the United Colonies have 
imbibed, and before this can reach your Lordship, Canada 
will, in all human probability, be added lo the thirteen; 
for St. John's and Montreal have, upon capitulation, sur- 
rendered, and the rest of the Province, in every other re- 
spect, bids fair for a general surrender, or subjection to the 
American side. In New-York City and Province, although 
there are, I verily believe, more friends to Government, as 
they call themselves, than all the rest of the Colonies to- 
gether can produce, yet in the City and Province there is 
on the other side of the question a majority large enough 
to subdue them at any time ; for instance, a few weeks ago, 
some of these friends appeared in the Province in opposi- 
tion to the American voice, whereon a small party went 
out immediately, who subdued and disarmed them. These 
friends, my Lord, are not worthy of the appellation ; they 
are only sycophants. They flatter with their lips and pens, 
and deceive, I fear, your Lordship and others in Adminis- 
tration, from packet to packet. They have repeatedly in- 
sinuated that the New-England Governments have nothing 
else in view _but independence. It is totally repugnant to 
truth. Before the sword was drawn, there could not pos- 
sibly be greater loyalists. In the year 1769, 1 arrived first 
in America, and they daily manifested what loving subjects 
they were ; and the dissenting clergy, also, in every oppor- 
tunity, were particularly anxious to invoke the great Jeho- 
vah in behalf of their dread sovereign, of whom they speak 
in terms the most pathetick ; also for all Governours and 
officers, as well as for others, that peace and happiness, 
truth and justice, religion and piety, might still be and 
flourish under his sceptre. Add to this, I justly may, the 
several conversations I have had with, and the private 

K ravers I have heard by those gentlemen, concerning His 
lajesty, his crown and dignity; with all which every loy- 
alist could but be perfectly well pleased. To these facts, 
ray Lord, I have-not only been an ear-witness in one Colo- 
ny, but in many; nay, even in Massachusetts-Bay and her 
capital. 

Now, my Lord, for Christ's sake attend faithfully. 
About two months ago, I viewed the camps, Roxbury 
and Cambridge. The lines of both are impregnable; with 
forts (many of which are bomb-proof) and redoubts, sup- 
posing them to be all in a direction, are about twenty miles ; 
the breastworks of a proper height, and in many places 
seventeen feet in thickness ; the trenches wide and deep in 
proportion, before which lay forked impediments ; and many 
of tlie forts, iri every respect, are perfectly ready for bat- 
tle. The whole, in a word, an admiration to every spec- 
tator ; for verily their fortifications appear to be the works 
of seven years, instead of about as many months. At these 
camps are about twenty thousand men, well disciplined. 

* OF tfwLocTi-Uh'apel. 

t. Although Newcastle, &c, belong to Pennsylvania, yet as they in 
Assembly are distinctly represented, and also in the Congress, those 
Counties therefore are"viij~wed as.and called one of the United Colonies. 



The Generals and other officers, in all their military under- 
takings, solid, discreet, and courageous ; the men daily 
raving for action, and seemingly void of fear. There are 
many floating batteries, and also batteaus in abundance ; 
besides this strength, ten thousand militia are ordered in 
that Government to appear on the first summons. Provi- 
sions and money there are very plenty, and the soldiers 
faithfully paid. The army in great order, and very healthy, 
and about six weeks ago lodged in comfortable barracks. 
Chaplains constantly attend the camps, morning and night ; 
prayers as often offered up for peace and reconciliation, 
and the soldiers very attentive. The roads, at the time I 
viewed the camps, were almost lined with spectators, and 
thousands with me can declare the above, respecting the 
camps, to be a just description. But, my Lord, 1 have 
more facts to mention. 

A Continental and Provincial currencies, to facilitate this 
great undertaking, are emitted, which circulate freely, and 
are daily exchanged for silver and gold. Their harbours 
by the spring will swarm with privateers. An Admiral is 
appointed, a court established, and the 3d instant, the 
Continental flag on board the Black Prince, opposite Phi- 
ladelphia, was hoisted. Many of the Captains of those 
vessels, in the last war, proved their intrepidity to the 
world by their prizes, and some of them have already 
taken many valuable prizes which Government had order- 
ed to Boston, and thereby must have much distressed the 
troops; all which the prints will particularize. 

The appointment of the Continental and Provincial Con- 
gresses and Committees, your Lordship, without doubt, be- 
fore now must be fully acquainted with. These sets of 
gentlemen, by virtue of the great privileges with which the 
Colonies have entrusted them, claim now the following pre- 
rogatives over the United Colonies : The Continental Con- 
gress is over all, under the King ; the Provincials over the 
Committees, and the Committees over the Counties. The 
Congresses and Committees have so raised and regulated 
the militia and minute-men, whom they have raised almost 
in every County, that they make in every city and town 
the most warlike appearance. Saltpetre is made in abun-^ 
dance, and powder-mills constantly employed in many 
Provinces, and many believe that there is now in the pos- 
session of the Americans powder enough for three years. 
This, to me, is very obvious. Soon after General Gage 
collected the troops from the several Provinces into one 
body at Boston, the Congresses ordered all the shop- 
keepers not to sell their powder to fowlers and hunters, 
but to keep the same for the use of the Colonies ;"whljc.b, 
in general, was faithfully observed. Before this, a person 
might get a large quantity of powder almost at every large 
store or merchant's shop, in every city, town, and county, 
on the Continent. Now, afl this collected together, and 
what the mills have made, together with the great quan? 
titles taken at »S5f. John's, Montreal, other forts, and on the 
seas, must make an immense quantity ; adtf to This, the 
constant employment of the mills, and a great number of 
privateers faithfully looking out for yours. And, my Lord, 
how is it possible for all store-shfps to escape a fleet so 
large, which at this time, I firmly believe, is composed of 
fifty sail, and by next spring I shall not marvel if their 
fleet be doubled. 

Iron guns of the best quality have been made in Ame- 
rica ; and as they have plenty of iron and lead mines, they 
can make what quantity of cannon, shot, and bullets they 
please. But Administration have lately supplied them with 
a very valuable assortment of such stores.* Rifles, infi- 
nitely better than those imported, are daily made in many 
places in Pennsylvania, and all the gunsmiths every where 
constantly employed. In this country, my Lord, the boys, 
as soon as they can discharge a gun, frequently exercise 
themselves therewith, some a fowling, and others a hunt- 
ing. The great quantities of game, the many kinds, and 
the great privileges of killing, make the Americans the best 
marksmen in the world, and thousands support their fami- 
lies principally by the same, particularly riflemen on the 
frontiers, whose objects are deer and turkies. In marching 
through woods, one thousand of these riflemen would cut 
to pieces ten thousand of your best troops. I don't, my 
Lord, speak at random, or write partially. I have travelled 
too much among these men to be insensible of their abili- 
* Store- vessels bound to Boston, taken by the Continental Captains. 
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ties. O, my Lord ! if your Lordship knew but one half 
what I know of America, your Lordship would not persist, 
but be instantly for peace, or resign. But, my Lord, con- 
strue this epistle as you please ; nevertheless, my meaning 
is that it should not in the least convey, or even hint any 
thing about the legality or illegality of the unhappy dispute. 
Manjrgreat and celebrated writers have moved every nerve, 
but hitherto in vain. What then can I do, who am but a 
babe ? Not much, truly. But when a house is in flames, 
all run without distinction, some with buckets, some with 
grapplings, and others with engines, wishing they provi- 
dentially may extinguish the fire. Now, my Lord, the Bri- 
tish empire is really in flames. I cannot, therefore, be 
inactive. Suffer, then, the insignificant with the most sig- 
nificant, to help forward with something. I present, there- 
fore, for your Lordship's acceptance, an engine of facts. 
The carved works are but homely ; but the essential parts 
are sound and substantial. Try them lawfully and faith- 
fully, and I, by God's permission, will pledge my life they 
will stand the test. Facts are at all times proof against 
the most inveterate foes. By way of appurtenances, I 
must add : Up the North river, in the Province of JSew- 
York, there is erected an impregnable fort, against which 
vessels cannot possibly, many minutes, survive. In the 
New-England Governments, batteries are already made 
before most of the sea-ports. The minute-men before 
mentioned, like firemen, have all things proper and ready 
to attend on the first alarm. The American coast, long as 
it is, both by land and sea, is faithfully watched, and posts 
are every where established. Whether, therefore, Admi- 
nistration have in view the east or west of the continent, it 
matters not. Set but a foot ashore to execute their plan, 
and the same will instantly find enemies. Nay, let thou- 
sands be.landed, and they will immediately find swarms of 
foes ; for the electrical posts, riding day and night, will soon 
make them sensible thereof. My Lord, Administration 
have not one friend they can call theirs, in every respect, 
that is a resident among the Americans. They have seve- 
ral, it is true, who for sordid gain act under the rose ; but 
wo to them if they should be discovered. Many examples 
have been already made, and this may be relied on, that 
in a few months, as ways and means are now under consi- 
deration, Administration will, in every respect, in America, 
be friendless. The destroying of Falmouth, and Lord Dun- 
more's Proclamation, proclaiming a jubilee to the slaves 
and convicts in Virginia, provided they repair to the royal 
standard in due time, have exasperated the Americans be- 
yond description, and made the breach infinitely wider. A 
few days ago, his Lordship's party was repulsed with great 
loss. His Lordship, my Lord, can do nothing but cause 
the men and treasure, now under his command, to be sac- 
rificed and expended in vain ; for he is surrounded by hun- 
dreds of the best riflemen, who have driven his troops out 
of their ihlrenchments, &c. Most, if not all, by this time, 
of His Majesty's Governours are afloat, and rendered in- 
capable of fulfilling your Lordship's commands.* 

The most celebrated military authors are reprinted for 
the use of the young officers, that they may be furnished 
with every prerequisite against spring. The ship-carpen- 
ters are very busy in getting the rest of the privateers 
ready, and also other hands to equip them wholly for 
sailing. 

Now, right honourable sir, what will you do? Where 
will your Lordship look? Where can Administration fix 
their ideas with the least view of success? Say, my Lord, 
that their troops are good ; the Americans have again and 
again repulsed them. Not one plan of Administration hath 
had the wished-for success ; in general they have turned 
out abortive. Say, further, that twenty or thirty thousand, 
nay, double the numbers, shall be sent to subdue the Ame- 
ricans. Twenty thousand (descending to the camp phrase) 
may nearly serve for a breakfast, or rather do for a relish, 
and so from time to time British troops may be transported 
for the American sacrifice. But Administration can, destroy 
all their sea-ports. I reply, a few months ago they might 
have wrought such devastation, but now they will find it 
impracticable. Some harbours are blocked up, batteries 
before others erected as above-mentioned, and when the 
icy impediments are dissolved in their harbours, no marvel, 

*Each riding at anchor before his Government, or as near as conve- 
nience will admit. 



my Lord, if some of the British armament, as well as 
transports or store-ships, be taken. About an hundred 
privateers, with the most intrepid marines, and those per- 
sons who last natural war immortalized their names, again 
chosen for captains, are, touching their schemes, no con- 
temptible enemy by sea. Convinced 1 am fully, that an 
hundred thousand of the best troops Europe can raise will 
not subdue the Americans, nor make them acquiesce in 
the Parliamentary claims. Let Government say what they 
please in favour of their forces, remember, my Lord, the 
Americans have just such blood, the like courage, the 
same spirits, and are equal in colour and stature, and as 
well disciplined. Some of their fathers, grandfathers, and 
great-grandfathers, are to British dust returned, and in 
silent repose, while their sons and grandsons are struggling 
for their birth-rights ; for they traditionally or constitution- 
ally retain the idea of liberty, and with him of old say, 
"God forbid that we should sell the inheritance of our 
fathers." 

Whether this will be believed or not, I don't know; but 
one thing I know, albeit the Kingrequesteth, nevertheless, 
like Naboth, they will resist even unto death. Blessed be 
God, we have no Jezebel to stir up His Majesty ; for his 
consort is the best of queens, and as such the Americans 
extol Her Majesty daily. Perhaps, my Lord, this may be 
viewed as partiality ; but I can assure your Lordship I write 
from conviction, and not from a partial spirit. If I am 
charged any where herein with partiality, (as it is most 
natural and also very fashionable now to act the sycophant, 
where one's interest is,) I certainly flatter your Lordship, 
as I fear too many have ; for I have no interest nor kin- 
dred here, nor hopes of interest for, or reward for any 
thing of this nature that I have done or can do. But, I 
have immense hopes and views. My time here is very 
short; and ere long I shall be in a world of spirits, where 
the most noble, the right honourable, and reverend, persons 
must all appear. I know not, therefore, how to give flat- 
tering titles unto man ; for in so doing, my Maker would 
soon take me away. 

If figuratively two persons may represent both parties 
in dispute, there is a striking similarity in sacred writ, with 
which your Lordship is perfectly acquainted, and by which 
I beg permission to mention the following things : 

I view both sides, as to their precious blood, as good old 
Jacob viewed his sons, Joseph and Benjamin, and am equal- 
ly with him unwilling that either should be. slain. If the 
British troops must be represented by the elder brother, 
grieved to my very heart I must be to hear that he is sac- 
rificed ; and if the American forces may be compared to 
the younger, I shall equally lament his death. May God 
of his infinite mercy save both by a speedy accommoda- 
tion. Benjamin hath repeatedly petitioned Joseph for re- 
dress of grievances ; but Joseph would not receive his 
petitions, but made himself strange, and spake roughly 
unto him, charging him with having and holding unjustly 
Pharaoh's cup,* of which the poor lad is perfectly inno- 
cent. O ! that Joseph would take Benjamin in his arms, 
and embrace him, for they are brothers. {(Benjamin have 
erred, let the age and wisdom of Joseph overlook and ob- 
literate all. Let him no longer refrain, but fall on his neck 
and kiss him, and let love and virtue reunite them. As 
Joseph embraced and owned Benjamin as his brother, and 
returned bis money, so let the parent State embrace and 
own the Colonies without fee or reward, and instantly the 
sword on both sides will be sheathed'; and then Benjamin 
as usual will go and carry corn and money to Joseph, and 
take his superb clothing in exchange. But if Joseph will 
yet refrain, and not be reconciled, Benjamin is determined 
to clothe himself with his own wool, and keep his money, 
and send his corn to other merchantmen. Let facts, my 
Lord, apologize for prolixity. I will conclude now with a 
few lines. 

The Americans may be led with a hair; but they have 
too much English blood in them, are too well disciplined 
and too numerous, to be driven even by an hundred thou- 
sand of the best forces Government can raise. Where 
Government can produce one thousand on the Continent, 
America, with as much ease and expense, can produce ten 
thousand in opposition ; for men, women; and children, are 
against the proceedings of Administration throughout the 
* Not rendering unto Catar the things which be Cassaft. , 
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United Colonies, to a wonderful majority. The women, 
both old and young, being greatly irritated at the inflexi- 
bility of Administration, are not only willing their sons and 
brothers should turn out in the field, but also declare that 
they will give them up, and themselves likewise, as a sac- 
rifice, before they will bow to Pharaoh's task-masters. 
This makes the raising of troops on the Continent very 
easy. Let a person go into any province, city, town, or 
county, and ask the females, " Are you willing your sons 
or brothers should go for soldiers, and defend their liber- 
ties ?" they would severally answer, " Yes, with all my 
soul ; and if they won't go, I won't own them as my sons 
or brothers ; for I'll help myself, if there should be any 
need of mine. If I can't stand in the ranks, I can help 
forward with powder, balls, and provisions ;" and present- 
ly this will appear more pellucid. Last summer, I saw in 
Philadelphia a company of school-boys called the Acade- 
my Company, in their uniforms, with real arms and colours. 
Upon this I asked how many such companies were in the 
city, and for what they were designed ; to which I was 
answered by a gentlewoman, the mother of two of this 
company, "'There are three companies; and as to the de- 
sign, they are to learn the art or theory of war; and if 
there should be any occasion for them in the field of bat- 
tle, they will go, for they are all volunteers. But I, for 
my part, am, I do aver, sir, heartily willing to sacrifice my 
sons, believing that with such sacrifice God is well pleased; 
for he has hitherto marvellously blessed our arms, and con- 
quered our enemies for us ; and he who, in the days of his 
flesh, spoiled principalities and powers, and made a show of 
them openly, will in the end, I doubt not, evince the world 
that he is conqueror." This, my Lord, is the language of 
the American women. Your Lordship knows it is gene- 
rally the reverse with the English ; the mothers' and sis- 
ters' lives are bound up in the boys. 

But I am afraid I shall trespass on your Lordship's pa- 
tience ; therefore, in the great name, and for the sake of 
the ever-blessed Trinity, I now beseech your Lordship to 
weigh thoroughly, and with patience, impartiality, and 
love, this narrative of facts; and may that ever-blessed, 
adorable person, Jesus Christ, the wonderful counsellor and 
prince of peace, give your Lordship a right judgment and 
understanding in all things, and counsel and influence Ad- 
ministration to act wisely, and repeal the acts in dispute, 
and so make peace. 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's ready and willing ser- 
vant, for Christ's sake. B. P. 

P, S. Some months ago I fully intended to see your 
Lordship before now, but the prohibition of exportation 
taking place before I could finish my business here, hath 
rendered it very difficult for me to embark at present. 
The first eligible opportunity in the spring, if any should 
offer, 1 intend to embrace and embark for Europe. 



CORTLANDT SKINNER TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL WILLIAM 
SKINNER. 

December, 1775. 

Dear Brother : I have not had the pleasure of re- 
ceiving a letter from you for a long time ; whether you 
have written and they have miscarried, or what has hap- 
pened, I know not ; only this I know, that I have not had 
the happiness of a line from you this troublesome summer. 
I have always fondly, I may say foolishly hoped, that the 
unnatufal_dispute now subsisting, would have an amicable 
conclusion. I find myself sadly disappointed. The tea duty 
began the controversy; it has branched out into divers 
others, and now the contest is for dominion, For the rise 
of the dispute we are indebted to smugglers ; for the pre- 
sent state of it, to the pride, ambition, and interest of those 
who, enemies to the ecclesiastical establishment of their 
country, have Jong plotted, and to others who have become 
of consequence in the struggle. They who began had 
their interest in view, and feared the ruin of their smug- 
gling; here they, I believe, were willing to leave the dis- 
pute. The others, with deeper views, keep it up, and 
building on the foundation, are attempting a superstruc- 
ture (a republick) that will deluge this country in blood. 
This Is not_new. All history, as well as our own, shows 
great convulsions, rebellions, and revolutions from mad 



enthusiasm and designing men ; and the last spring up like 
mushrooms. We are now upon the eve, I may say, have 
actually begun a revolution. The Congress are our King, 
Lords, and Commons. They have taken Canada, with 
the consent of its grateful inhabitants ; they block up the 
Royal army in Boston; they say they have secured the 
Indians; have appointed an Admiral, are fitting out a 
fleet, and are universally obeyed. Is this, or is it not inde- 
pendency ? They say it is not ; and we must believe even 
against our senses. An edict, manifesto, or what you 
please to call it, has been issued from the Congress ; in 
Which they say, We have taken into consideration a pro- 
clamation issued by the Court of St. James's ; meaning the 
late Royal Proclamation. You will sopn see it. I fear 
bad consequences will attend the mistaken people who are 
so obstinately loyal as to favour the Royal cause. Where 
or what will be the end, I know not. The mistakes of 
Generals and Admirals, and the strange security in send- 
ing succours, ammunition, &c, to this country, amazes 
me, while success here in every mad measure vexes me.* 
The saints say Heaven is on their side; I rather think the 
old saying mpre applicable, " The devil is kind to young 
beginners." We must have in every war a campaign, 
at least, of blunders. This may be called so, from the 
ill-timed march to Lexington to the losing of Canada. 
Another year may set us right ; but not, if we only suc- 
cour Boston. A few regiments and fleets to different Pro- 
vinces will set us right ; at least bring us to our senses, 
and support the friends of Government, But I_ have said 
enough on this disagreeable subject ; you will know every 
thing from the papers ; though now Rivington is sup- 
pressed, you can hear only one side of the question. 

I informed you in my last that I had another son, and 
that I had called him James. I can now only tell you that 
all my family, with your other friends and connexions, are 
well, except my wife, whose present weakness alarms me. 
She is now tolerably well, but so often otherwise, that I 
cannot say she has any thing like established health. She 
presents her love to you and your little girl, with the warm- 
est wishes for both your happiness. I have not received 
a letter for a long time from Will, though I have heard of 
him, and that very pleasingly. 1 beg you will direct him to 
write to me, but caution him against political matters ; few 
letters come to us unopened, and it may be of fatal conse- 
quence to me. f wrote lately ; it came safe, but 

had it fallen into the hands of the Committee, I should, as 
well as his brother, have felt, before we heard of it. Give 
my love and their mother's to them both, and as much as 
I long to hear from them and you, write cautiously, and in 
a way that can do me no harm. I fear.ajetter from Cap- 
tain Kearny ; I know how he will write ; if, therefore, you 
see him, tell him of my fears. I wish to hear from you 
and all my friends, but they must avoid politicks, unless 
some very safe person, not an officer, or in the least con- 
nected with Government, and above all a man of honqur 
should be the bearer. Make my compliments to Mr. 
Watts, to whom I am much obliged for his kind mention- 
ing of my children. Remember me. to Captain Skinner, 
who I think writes to nobody here, but now and then to 
his wife. Give my love to my children. 

I am, with the greatest affection, your brother, 

Cohtlandt Skinner. 

To Lieut. Colonel William Skinner, Westbury, Ha?its. 

* Mohris County, New- Jersey, September 28, 1775. — The Commit, 
tee met by notice from the Chairman. Present, all but Doctor James 
Campfiela and Ebenezer Condict. 

A complaint exhibited against Cortlandt Skinner, for speaking dis. 
respectfully of the Continental Congress, reproaching the minute-men, 
and charging them and the County with protecting a supposed crimi- 
nal from justice . 

Said Skinner attended the Board, and the evidenceF, viz : Paul Day, 
Joseph Wood, Stephen Conklin, Isaac Cary, and George Bachoven, 
were sworn and heard; and after said Skinner had made his defence, 
the question being put, " Whether said Skinner be guilty or not ?" it 
was voted unanimously that he is guilty of the charge brought against 
him. 

Said Skinner again appeared before the Committee, and acknow- 
ledged he was very sorry he had spoken that which was accepted to 
be unfriendly to his country, and declared that he would conduct 
himself as a sincere friend to the liberties of his country, and that it 
ever had been his intention and wish, &c, which, with several other 
like declarations of his being a sincere friend to the Liberty of his 
country, the Committee accepted as satisfactory, &c. 

A true copy from the minutes, u . r- r^i i 

vl biLAs Condict . Clerk. 

ft The name in the original is illegible.] 
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GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

New-Haven, December 20, 1775. 

Sir: It is absolutely necessary that the treasury of this 
Colony receive an immediate supply of money for the pur- 
pose of paying off our troops, and the other expenses in- 
curred by this Colony in the general service of the United 
Colonies. The forty-eight thousand pounds received by 
this Colony in Continental bills, have been long since ex- 
pended ; not in discharge of any former debt, but by much 
the greatest part thereof in payment of the troops raised 
by this Colony under the direction of the General, to faci- 
litate their future inlistment, and of expenses incurred in 
the common cause, since it was received. 

I am therefore directed by the General Assembly of this 
Colony to entreat the honourable Continental Congress to 
be so good, as soon as possible, to order a further sum to 
be issued out of the Continental treasury on account of this 
Colony, and paid into the hands of our Delegates, to the 
amount, if possible, of sixty thousand pounds, or at least such 
part thereof as can, by any means, at present, be spared. It 
is of the greatest consequence to us that the utmost despatch 
be made in this affair; I, therefore, in behalf of the Colony, 
beg the favour of you to lay this request immediately be- 
fore the Congress, and to give it all the facilities in your 
power. 

And am, with the greatest respect and esteem, sir, your 

most obedient, humble servant, T - m 

' ' Jonathan Irumbull. 

To the Honourable President Hancock. 

At a General Assembly of the Governour and Company 
of the English Colony of Connecticut, in America, holden 
at New-Haven, by special order of the Governour, on the 
14th day of December, A. D. 1775: 

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Go- 
vernour be, and he is hereby desired forthwith to make ap- 
plication to the honourable Continental Congress for the 
sum of sixty thousand Pounds, or such part thereof as can, 
at present, be obtained for the supply of the treasury of 
this Colony ; and that his Honour take the necessary steps 
to receive and lodge the same with the Treasurer of the 
Colony, with all convenient despatch. 

A true copy of record, examined by 

George Wyllys, Sec'y. 



THOMAS GREENOUGH TO MESSRS. DEANE, ADAMS, AND 
WYTHE. 

New-Haven, December 22, 1775. 

Gentleman: I was an inhabitant of Boston, and by the 
oppressive measures exercised there, was obliged to leave 
my pleasant habitation with all my furniture, (excepting 
my plate and one bed,) and came here for refuge, and 
since being here, have been informed that the Provincials 
burnt all the houses, stores, and barns on Noddle-Island, 
and seeing an advertisement in the newspapers that per- 
sons who sustained any losses were desired to send to you, 
gentlemen, the particulars, with the valuation, I having had 
the more immediate care of said island, many years be- 
fore it came into our possession, therefore am more know- 
ing as to the buildings and their value than my brethren ; 
accordingly I have enclosed an estimate of what I think 
and believe to be as just a one as any person can give of 
the premises. All the stock, household furniture, &c, 
belonging unto the tenant, Mr. Henry Howell Williams, 
. . . .* said island on a lease,) who I suppose has, or 

will send you * thereof. You may inquire of 

my character, if you please, of the Honourable John Han- 
cock, Thomas Cushing, and Samuel Adams, Esquires. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant, 

Thomas Greenough. 
To Messrs. Deane, Wythe, and Adams, a Committee of 

the Congress, in Philadelphia. 

New-Haven, December 20, 1775. 
An account of the loss we sustained in June last, viz : 
On Noddle -Island, burnt by the Provincials, the 
large mansion-house, cost about nine hundred 
pounds sterling, about twenty years old, - - £750 

[♦Original manuscript torn.] 



One large barn, for which I paid about, - - - 130 
One barn, cost about one hundred pounds, about 

twenty-five years old, new shingled, oak sills, 

all good, 65 

One large warehouse or store, cost about two 

hundred pounds sterling, chambers ceiled, - 150 
Three frame houses, one story, gambrel roof, 

with lutheran lights, cost about three hundred 
pounds, ----------- 225 

Three large barns, one for each house, will cost 

about three hundred pounds, ----- 200 

The whole value, sterling, - - - - £1,520 

Besides fences, corn-houses, &;c, one year's rent, one 
hundred and thirty pounds sterling. The island contains 
about seven hundred acres. Every article to build with 
must be boated over, being an island. 

Gentlemen, I believe the above valuation is about the 
truth. I have talked with the tenant, Mr. Henry Howell 
Williams, and he says it will cost two thousand pounds 
sterling to replace the buildings, &c, on the island. The 
above was owned by Doctor Charles Chauncy, William 
Hystop, and your very humble servant, 

Thomas Greenough. 

Connecticut, ss. New-Haven, in the County of New- 
Haven, on the twenty-first day of December, A. D. 1775: 

Personally appeared Mr. Thomas Greenough, late of 
Boston, now resident in said New-Haven, and made oath 
to the truth of the within estimate. Before me, 

John Whiting, Justice of Peace, 

For the County of New-Haven. 



general Washington to governour cooke. 

Cambridge, December 20, 1775. 

Sir: The letter accompanying this was written before 
your favour of the 19th, per express, came to hand. Un- 
der my present instructions, and in my present situation, 
I could not justify the sending a regiment from these lines 
to you, unless there was an apparent design of landing a 
body of Ministerial troops on Rhode-Island. At present, 
I do not think this is to be apprehended, as a deserter out 
of Boston, since my last, is particular in declaring that only 
four companies, amounting to little more than four hundred 
men, embarked, as was said, for Halifax; agreeing with 
others that invalids, and the officers of the Eighteenth and 
Fifty-Ninth Regiments, who are going home to recruit, had 
sailed for England. 

The intention of my last, containing the information as 
it was received, was only designed to put you upon your 
guard, not that I expected a visit was intended you. If 
any small body of troops move from hence southerly I 
have no expectation of their stopping short of Virginia, 
unless it should be on a pillaging party. To conclude, sir, 
when I inform you that I have been obliged to call in five 
thousand militia to supply the deficiency of the Connecticut 
regiments and those absent upon furlough, you will do me 
the justice to believe that not a want of inclination but of 
ability, prevents me from complying with your request ; 
unless, as is before observed, I had some obvious reasons 
to believe the visit of more men than we are well assured 
are embarked, was intended for your Government. 

I am, with very great esteem and regard, sir, fitc., 

George Washington. 
To Governour Coolce, Rhode-Island, 



GENERAL WASHINGTON S SECRETARY TO COLONEL BALD- 
WIN. 

Cambridge, December 20, 1775. 
Sir : I am commanded by his Excellency to inform you 
that from the letter and proceedings of the Committee at 
Point-Shirley, respecting Mr. Wiber, he stands in a sus- 
picious and unfriendly light. However, as he does not 
wish to put any one under rigorous confinement who_ 
does not deserve it, you and the Committee may consult 
together, and if it shall appear that he is a friend and can 
be trusted, you may permit his return to bring his family 
and others. 

To Colonel Loammi Baldwin, Chelsea. 
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WILLIAM BARTLETT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Beverly, Dacembor 20, 1775. 

Sir: I hereby acknowledge the receipt of yours, per 
Colonel Glover, together with the two thousand dollars; 
also sundry letters since, concerning giving to the prisoners 
their private property; which orders, your Excellency may 
depend on, shall be punctually obeyed, with pleasure, for 
it always has been very disagreeable to me that any thing 
should be taken from them, and have done my utmost to 
prevent it ; but it has been impracticable ; which I bope 
your Excellency has heard, from different hands, to your 
satisfaction. Also your order with regard to the corn and 
oats on board the sloop Betsy, together with Thomas Mif- 
flin, Esquire's, order for the same. Colonel Glover has 
since arrived here; who informs me that Mr. Mifflin will 
not give so much as the cargo will sell for here ; and that 
your Excellency is willing I should dispose of it at this 
place. I shall therefore wait your Excellency's orders. 

I have unloaded the brigantine Hannah, and stowed her 
cargo at Salem bridge. The coals out of the Concord go 
off very slow, on account of the price of teams. The butter 
taken out of her would sell exceeding well here, if your 
Excellency would think proper to give me orders to dispose 
of it. The porter on board the ship Jenny is of an inferior 
quality. I desire your Excellency's orders concerning it. 
Am in haste, with the greatest respect, your Excellency's 
most obedient humble servant, 

William Bartlett. 
To His Excellency General Washington. 



GENERAL GREENE TO JACOB GREENE. 

Prospect-Hill, December 20, 1775. 

Wallace,} hear, continues a thorn in your side ; burning 
and destroying wherever he can get an opportunity. It is 
to me a most astonishing thing that the Committee of New- 
port are desirous of nourishing such a serpent in the bosom 
of the country. If his depredations were to cease in all 
parts of the country, there might be some small reason for 
listening to his propositions. But, for him to obtain bis 
supplies, and grant an indemnity only to the town of New- 
port, is sacrificing the rest of the Province to the benefit of 
that town only; for he will be continually committing pira- 
cies upon all the islands and shores that he can get footing 
upon. I think Wallace's conduct has been such, from the 
insults and abuses he has offered to Government, that it is 
highly dishonourable to have any further intercourse or com- 
merce with him. Besides, these separate treaties weaken 
the chain of connection and injure the general interests of 
the Continent, We must expect to make partial sacrifices 
for the publick good. I love the Colony of Rhode-Island, 
and haw ever had a very great affection for the town of 
Newport; but I am not so attached to either as to be will- 
ing to. injure the common cause for their particular benefit. 

It is a very great unhappiness that such a division of sen- 
timent in political matters prevails in the Colony; it dis- 
tracts her councils and weakens her exertions. The Com- 
mittee in the town of Newport, you say, seem inclined to 
counteract the prevailing sentiment in the Government. It 
is astonishing that ancient prejudices and selfish motives 
should prevail, at a time when every thing that is dear and 
valuable Is at stake. I hear some of the inhabitants of New- 
port are.yery jealous of the views of the town of Provi- 
dence; fearing that the latter has in view the destruction of 
Newport, for their own private advantage. I cannot har- 
bour a thought so derogatory to the patriotism of the peo- 
ple of Newport, as to suppose that such a fear can have 
any real existence. Can the inhabitants of Newport sup- 
pose that the. Legislature of the Colony acts upon such 
absurd principles as to make a sacrifice of one town for the 
benefit of another? 

George the Third's last speech has shut the door of hope 
for reconciliation between the Colonies and Great Britain. 
There are great preparations going on in England, to pro- 
secute the war in the spring. We have no reason to doubt 
the King's intentions. We must submit unconditionally, 
or defend ourselves. The calamities of war are very dis- 
tressing, but slavery is dreadful. I have no reason to doubt 
the success of the Colonies, when I consider their union, 
strength, and resources. But we must expect to feel the 
common calamities which attend even a successful war. 



We are now driven to the necessity of making a declara- 
tion of independence. We can no longer preserve our 
freedom and continue the connection with her. With safety 
we can appeal to Heaven for the necessity, propriety, and 
rectitude of such a measure. 

I flatter myself the King's speech will induce the Con- 
gress to raise one large Continental army proportionable to 
the extent of our undertaking; to be under one command, 
and by him directed to the security and preservation of the 
several united Governments. This will unite and cement 
the whole strength of the several Colonies. If this method 
is not adopted, some Governments, from their natural situa- 
tion, will be subject to fourfold the expense of others, for 
their own particular security. As we have one common 
interest in the opposition, and it is merely accidental and 
uncertain where the enemy may exert their greatest force, 
I think the Continent ought to provide for the security of 
every Colony. 

Letters were received this day from General Montgomery, 
near Quebeck. He says he expects to be master of the 
place in a very little time. He has powder and all kinds 
of military stores to facilitate the reduction. He and his 
troops are in good health, and he speaks very highly of 
Colonel Arnold and his party. Many officers, and a large 
number of the privates, belong to our Government. 

The regiments fill up very slowly here. It is really dis- 
couraging. I fear the advantages proposed from so large 
an armament as our establishment was to consist of, will 
be defeated by the length of time it takes to fill the army. 
However, I still hope for better things, and pray God my 
expectations may not be defeated. If the Congress had 
given a large bounty, and engaged the soldiery during the 
war, the Continent would be much securer, and the mea- 
sures cheaper in the end. The wisest may sometimes err. 
To profit rightly by past evils is the only right use that 
can be made of former misfortunes. God grant that our 
future measures may be so taken as to render our success 
equal to our wishes. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN VIRGINIA, 
DATED LONDON, DECEMBER 21, 1775. 

I have always been of opinion that our connection with 
this country ought not to be dissolved. It made me happy 
to see, by the proceedings of the General Congress, that it 
was their sentiment ; but the bill which has now passed 
both Houses of Parliament, and will, in a few days, receive 
the Royal assent, has, by treating the Colonies as enemies, 
put an end to that question. They cannot be enemies and 
subjects at the same time. The moment that bill passes, 
it puts the two countries asunder. It is better so unnatural 
a measure should move from those Ministers who have been 
the cause of all the calamities we lament. 

America has nothing now to do but to provide for hersejf. 
The hostilities the same Ministers are meditating against 
her, you know, I conceive, will be as ineffectual as they 
are unwise. If the Ministry can collect twenty thousand 
men, for the next campaign, they will perform wonders. 
If they succeed with that number, it will be still more mira- 
culous. If they do not succeed, they will not be able to 
attempt another campaign. 

During the whole of last summer they have offered as 
high premiums as in the utmo9t exigency of the last war, 
and without the least success. The few boys they obtained 
were a ridicule upon recruiting, ft is certain Russia will 
not furnish them the assistance they solicited ; nor the Irish 
Roman Catholicks be tempted into the service. 

Without a miracle, then, they have no chance of ever 
seeing such an army as that which has found such difficulty 
in acquiring a single hill in America, Under such difficul- 
ties, and with such an army, they are to contend against a 
numerous American army, trained in one campaign of un- 
common activity and vigilance, and against the whole Con- 
tinent in arms, and actuated by every motive that can make 
the timorous terrible, and the brave irresistible. Besides 
this, the scene of war must be in a country impracticable 
to those who do not know it, and abounding with such ad- 
vantages to the. natives, that, with common prudence, it is 
impossible for an enemy to advance fifty miles. It is un- 
necessary to enumerate the thousand other obvious and in- 
superable difficulties they must encounter. What I have 
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already mentioned is enough to brand their measures with 
madness. In my opinion the mischief of ihem will be felt 
here within half a year, so as to produce the most danger- 
ous internal commotions. An attack from France, too, is 
exceedingly probable. It is certain that her interposition, 
by the means of Sweden, prevented the Russian auxiliaries. 

The ostensible reason, on the part of Russia, was, that 
there was no cartel settled between Great Britain and 
America. The want of this will certainly make every 
power reluctant in lending their troops ; especially for a 
service so distant and desperate. So that I think there is 
not the least probability of their obtaining foreign troops, 
now or hereafter. Upon this view of things, you will think, 
with me, that our countrymen have the game in their own 
hands. I trust they will play it so as to establish the dignity 
and renown of the American name, and the constitutional 
liberties of America, upon an immortal basis. The address- 
es which were moved by the Ministry, against the advice 
of Lord Mansfield, have decided the popular opinion to be 
against the measures. With the immense influence of a Go- 
vernment that has more than fifty thousand places and pen- 
sions in its disposal, with all Scotland at its heels, and all 
the Jacobites and Tories, supporting it as the old cause, 
they have not been able to enrol a tenth part of the nation 
in the list of addresses. In London, Middlesex, South- 
ward:, Coventry, Leeds, Newcastle, Bristol, Bradford, 
Berkshire, or wherever it has come to a decided question, 
the petitioners have out-numbered the addressers. In this 
situation, they trust to the chapter of accidents; they hope 
that some dissension in America will give them an oppor- 
tunity of exerting the influence of corruption, which they 
find so essential at Westminster. Lord Bute's pupil bids 
them go on, and they do it more willingly, because, by 
furnishing a pretence for increasing taxes, it augments the 
means of plunder, and they hold themselves secure at least 
of his protection. They will, however, be fortunate if they 
escape the effects of a treachery that has hitherto known 
no exceptions. Such is the sum of our political situation, 
than which nothing can be more desperate. 

The publick begins to conceive that these measures will 
sever America forever from this country. The Ministry 
are so conscious of it, that they have hired Dean Tucker 
to soften the business, by persuading the people that it will 
be no loss. A piratical war they think they can maintain 
with decided advantage, from the superiority of their navy; 
and even in this I believe they are governed more by the 
hopes of plunder than of conquest. Upon this principle 
Lord North's last bill is founded, to render all American 
property and vessels confiscate and prize. Spain tried ex- 
actly the same experiment with the Dutch ; and it ended 
then, as I hope it will now, in the prosperity and indepen- 
dency of the commerce of the States. Upon the whole, 
I think we may be satisfied that neither the evil spirit of 
Lord Bute and his pupil, nor the machinations of their 
Ministers, will ever prevail against the unanimity and spirit 
of our countrymen. 

The piratical war they are planning must operate against 
them, exactly in proportion as their commerce exceeds that 
of America. Their bill authorizes, and must necessarily 
produce, retaliation. They have much at stake upon the 
seas, and America little. The consequence is inevitable. 
In this line, therefore, they are as little likely to succeed, 
or persevere. Happily for the rights of mankind, expe- 
rience does not teach them wisdom, and the weakness of 
their heads defeats the wickedness of their hearts. As 
little do I conceive will they succeed in corrupting of the 
Congress, and dividing the Colonies. A people who have 
every thing at stake will be too watchful. A Congress so 
highly trusted, and so conspicuous, will be too wise and too 
virtuous to be seduced. When I think of the men who 
are thus attempting to reduce near three millions of brave, 
wise, united freemen, to the most abject slavery, the means 
with which they are to accomplish it, the distance, the dis- 
advantages under which they are to act, I do not know in 
what words to express my contempt. But knowing too, 
as I do, that France will certainly interfere, I am much 
more inclined to think that they will reduce Great Britain 
under the dominion of France, than America under that of 
Great Britain. It is, indeed, highly probable that the 
ultimate object of Lord Bute, Lord Mansfield, and the 
Scotch, who are the sole and secret movers of all these 



measures, is to restore the expelled race, and what Dr, 
Johnson, in the definition of a lory, calls the ancient con- 
stitution in Church and State. Once more I wish you 
happy ; and, cut off as we shall be from all accidental com- 
munication, I shall rest satisfied that the union, firmness, 
and spirit of our countrymen, will preserve our liberties 
against all invaders. 



HENRY WISNEH TO B. TOWNE. 

Philadelphia, December SI, 1775. 

Having for many months been sensibly affected with the 
great disadvantage the Colonies labour under for want of 
ammunition, I thought it my duty to apply myself to the 
attainment of those necessary arts of making saltpetre and 
gunpowder: and having far exceeded my expectations in 
both manufactures, I think myself still further obliged to 
communicate the so much needed knowledge to my coun- 
try at large. My first trial was on saltpetre, two pounds 
of which my son has extracted from about six bushels of 
stable dirt, perfectly fit for making gunpowder. This was 
done by the method of Doctor Young and Mr. Rubsaman, 
lately published by the former, for which, and many other 
useful informations, I take this opportunity to return those 
gentlemen my publick thanks. 

I have lately erected a powder-mill in the south end of 
Ulster County, in the Colony of New-York, at which I 
have made as good powder as I ever have seen, and will 
bear the inspection of good judges, in the following man- 
ner: Gunpowder is composed of nothing more than the 
four plain simple articles, saltpetre, brimstone, charcoal, and 
water. The three first of which are to be made as fine as 
possible, so as to be sifted through a gauze sieve, or fine 
bolt, as fine as for common flour. But it being difficult 
to make the saltpetre all fine, those parts that will pot be 
easily got through the sieve, must be dissolved in soft warm 
water, then let the sulphur, saltpetre, and charcoal, be 
each separately weighed. Take of the saltpetre an hun- 
dred weight, of the sulphur fifteen pounds, and charcoal 
eighteen pounds, and in that proportion for any greater or 
smaller quantity. This being done, mix them all well to- 
gether in some large vessel, such as a potash or any other 
kettle, and when well mixed, moisten the whole with the 
aforesaid nitrous water till it is as moist as dough for making 
bread. Then put an equal quantity in each mortar, and 
pound it well for at least twenty hours; and iLthe mill 
funs slowly, let it run twenty-four hours; and as the paste, 
by pounding, will naturally grow dry, it must be kept moist 
by putting in a little of said water, and when pounded 
sufficiently take it out of the mortar, and pu.t it in some 
tub or any other proper vessel. As to the graining, it must 
be done in the following manner, viz: have a box macfe 
about five feet square, the sides eighteen inches deep, the 
bottom tight, and top entirely open ; fix across Jh~e box 
two rods or laths near the middle, about four inches, = belpw 
the top, and about ten inches apart, then have sjx"sieve3 
made of wooden splits in the same manner as a wheat rid- 
dle, but much finer, the coarsest should be about as Jiiie as 
a cockle sieve, or a little finer, and so each sieve tojnpre^se 
in fineness till the last is as fine as possible ; I believe it 
were best to make the two coarsest of wire. Then take 
about a quart of the paste, put it into the coarsest sieve, 
set the sieves on the two rods that are fixed across the 
box, then work the sieve with a circular motion, which 
will press the paste through the sieve in large and un- 
shapely grains ; and when a considerable quantity is passed 
through, then sift it over again in the next coarsest sieve,. 
and so till the grains are fine enough ; the last sieve, must 
be so fine that whatever passes through it will be too fine, 
for powder, and is to be worked over the next batch,, As 
the paste will naturally roll together in large rouncTballs, 
when worked in the sieve, a board must be made agar as 
large in circumference as a common pewter plate, and 
about one inch thick, on the centre, declining to the edge, 
of some hard wood turned in a lathe, and made asgrnooth 
as possible. This board must be put into the sieve among 
the paste, which breaks the lumps in pieces, and forces the 
paste through the sieve. 

When the powder is well grained in the manner direct- 
ed, it must be rolled in a barrel, the inside of which is to 
be made as smooth as conveniently may be, with a small 
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door cut in one side capable of being shut tight, and the 
barrel to be fixed so as to be turned by the shaft of the 
mill. Put in a few pounds at a time, and let it be rolled 
as above, which will make the powder smooth ; then sift it 
in the finest sieve, till the fine parts that work off" in the 
barrel pass through the sieve, which is to be returned again 
into the mortars. The powder must be put in flat trays or 
dishes, and set by to dry either in a small room kept warm 
with a large stove, or, if the weather be dry, in the shining 
of the sun. 

I, therefore, most heartily recommend to the good peo- 
ple of this Continent to enter into these necessary busi- 
nesses with spirit, being well assured that a greater quan- 
tity may, with ease, be made than will be needed for our 
consumption, even admitting the times to be worse than 
the threats of the British Administration would lead us to 
expect. 

Any person inclining to build a powder-mill will be shown 
a plan, with directions for the construction of all its parts 
and utensils, by applying to their very humble servant, 

Henry Wisner. 



LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE TO THE PRESI- 
DENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read December 27, 1775.] 

Lancaster, December 21, 1775. 

Sir: The Committee of Correspondence of this Coun- 
ty have received your letter of the 18th instant, enclosing 
certain resolutions of the honourable Congress, respecting 
the disposition of the officers and privates, who are prison- 
ers here. 

We beg leave to mention to you, that in consequence of 
the directions transmitted to us, the officers met us this 
morning, and having perused your resolve, requesting some 
time to determine on their respective places of residence, 
this indulgence we thought ourselves bound to grant upon 
their entreaty. We have taken their parole for the present, 
and now enclose the same to you. 

They complain greatly of a separation from their sol- 
diers, as a breach of General Schuyler's solemn engage- 
ment, and that they cannot remove from hence until their 
baggage, with the men's clothing, and the pay of the troops, 
come up. They say that justice cannot be done to the 
privates, with respect to their pay in arrear, unless the 
officers are upon the spot to make the proper settlements. 
The soldiers also express great uneasiness about their cloth- 
ing and pay, if their officers are removed from them. Of 
these matters we conceive it our duty not to judge, but 
strictly to conform to your orders. The want of warm 
clothing for the soldiers (of which they are in great need) 
is still one of the objects of their complaint, but on this 
head we referred them to Major Preston. The gentlemen 
of the Seventh Regiment tell us, they have reason to be- 
lieve that the Major is to furnish clothing for the Twenty- 
Sixth Regiment alone. 

The letter we had the favour of receiving from Messrs. 
Lynch and Lewis informed us, that Mr. David Franks 
had engaged to supply the troops with provisions. We 
are at a Joss to know to what fund our barrackmaster must 
apply for the payment of the articles of wood, candles, 
bedding, and blankets, and the implements of the cooking, 
absolutely necessary for the prisoners here. 

We request your directions, whether in case any of the 
officers iliould incline to draw bills for any money neces- 
sary for their accommodation and subsistence, the inha- 
bitants shall be at liberty to advance their cash, and take 
their bills ; or whether this shall be considered as an in- 
fraction of the former resolution of Congress. The offi- 
cers have requested to be informed by us, whether any 
provision, is to be made for their future subsistence. We 
look up to you for an answer. 

'j'he general outlines of the duties of our department 
fyejng made known unto us, we shall endeavour to con- 
form mjngtely to them. In such matters, wherein circum- 
stances may make it necessary to exercise our own judg- 
ment, we hoped in no instance to deviate essentially from 
the system of the honourable Congress. 

By order of the Committee : 

Euward Shipien, Chairman. 



To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



DISAFFECTED PERSONS IN QUEEn's COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, J 
December 21, 1775. J 

Whereas on the 13th instant, on information that a num- 
ber of disaffected persons in Queen's County, had been 
supplied with Arms and Ammunition from on board the 
Asia ship-of-war, and had been arraying themselves in 
military manner, to oppose the measures taking by the 
United Colonies for the defence of their just rights and 
privileges, and thrown out many threatening expressions 
against sundry persons residing in that and the neighbour- 
ing Counties, 

It was resolved by this Congress as their opinion, That 
such conduct is inimical to the common cause of the Uni- 
ted Colonies, and ought not by any means to be suffered ; 
but that measures should be immediately taken to put a 
stop to it. 

And it was therefore ordered, That the inhabitants of 
the said County should appear by a Committee before this 
Congress, on Wednesday then next, at ten o'clock in the 
morning, to give satisfaction in the premises: with which 
order the said inhabitants of Queen's County have not 
complied. And whereas the persons above-mentioned and 
their adherents have opposed the election of Representa- 
tives for that County in this Congress, on a poll opened 
for that purpose, whereby that County remains unrepre- 
sented in this Congress: And whereas a prevailing party 
prevented the election of Delegates for the County of 
Richmond, at a late poll there opened for that purpose ; 
by means whereof the said County is not represented 
in this Congress: And whereas the poll list for Queen's 
County has been returned to this Congress, whereby the 
persons opposing such representation as aforesaid, and ap- 
pearing to this Congress to be inimical to the interest of 
the United Colonies, may be ascertained : 

Resolved, first, That such inimical persons as aforesaid 
have been guilty of a breach of the General Association, 
and of an open contempt of the authority of this Congress, 
as effectually representing the majority of the inhabitants 
of this Colony. 

Resolved, secondly, That the inhabitants of the County 
of Richmond, by neglecting to elect Representatives in this 
Congress, have been guilty of a breach of the General 
Association. 

Resolved, thirdly, That the Committee of the said 
County of Richmond, do and shall, within fifteen days 
after the publication hereof, return to this Congress, or the 
Committee of Safety, a list of the names of those who 
oppose a representation of the said County in this Con- 
gress, to the end that the delinquents against the common 
cause in that County may be ascertained, and that in de- 
fault thereof the whole County of Richmond be deemed 
delinquent. 

Resolved, fourthly, That the said delinquents, in the 
said Counties respectively, and each and every of them, 
be and hereby are entirely put out of the protection of this 
Congress. 

Resolved, fifthly, That all friendly and commercial in- 
tercourse between the said persons so put respectively out 
of the protection of this Congress, and the other inhabi- 
tants of this Colony, ought to be, and the same, as far as 
can be effected by the recommendation of this Congress, 
hereby is and shall continue to be totally interdicted, until 
further orders of this Congress, or the Committee of Pub- 
lick Safety. 

And to the end that no persons may plead ignorance 
of the aforesaid Resolves and this Order, 

It is ordered, That the same, together with a list of such 
delinquents as aforesaid, in each of the said Counties re- 
spectively, be, without delay, printed and dispersed in 
handbills, and inserted in all the newspapers of this Co- 
lony. 

A true copy from the minutes : 

Robert Benson, Secretary. 

List of the Delinquents in Queen's County, mentioned in 
the foregoing Resolutions of the Provincial Congress 
oj Neiv- York : 

Powell Amberman, Elias Allen, Oyster-bay, John Abrams, 

Daniel Allan, John Allen, Samuel Abrams, 

Robert Allen, Baruck Allen, Jonas Abrams, 

Andrew Allen, Henry Abrams, Charles Abrams, 
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Henry Abrams, 
William Abrams, 
Daniel Abrams, 
Isaac Ambcrman, 
Daniel Albertson, 
Joseph Abrams, 
John Ambcrman, 
Elbert Adriance, 
Jacob Adriance, 
Dr. Charles Ardin, 
Van Goort Brunt, 
Aric Boerum, 
Thomas Balden, 
Aaron Burtis, 
Michael Butler, 
Joseph Berzley, 
Jacob Bedal, 
Benjamin Bedal, 
Thomas Birdsdall, 
Benjamin Burtis, 
Daniel Brinckerholf, 
Stephen Baldwin, 
William Burtis, 
David Battine, 
James Birdsall, 
Samuel Birdsall, 
Oliver Birdsall, 
Joseph Bedal, 3d, 
Jonathan Bedal, 
Peter Bond, 



Samuel Carman, 3d, William Golder, 

William Cock, Jonathan Gorham, 

William Cornell, 3d, John Golden, 

Benjamin Carman, Obadiah Hinchman, 
Capt. Samuel Carman, Benjamin Haviland, 

Johannis Cushow, Capt. John Hewlet, 

Tunis Covert, Jr., Cornelius Hogeland, 

Levi Cock, John Hewlet, Jr., 

Harvey Colvell, Jacob Hicks, Jr., 



Thomas Cornell, 
Robert Coles, 
William Covert, 
Gabriel Cott, 
Watt Covert, 
Thomas Cock, 
Daniel Cock, 
Teunis Covert, 
Nicholas Cott, Jr., 
Thomas Clowes, 
David Colden, Esq., 
Whitehead Cornell, 
Timothy Clowns, 
Moses Cornelius, 
William Coomes, 
Joseph Dunbar, 
John Dailey, 
Douwe Ditmars, 
Joseph Dunbar, Jr., 
Benjamin Daronen, 
John Duryee, 



Silvanns Bedal, Esq., Joseph Dodge, 
Elijah Barton, Isaac Denton, 



Joseph Birdsall, 
Henry Balden, 
Cornelius Bogart, 
Richard Brewer, 
Jonathan Baldwin, 
Tunis Borgin, 
Joseph Bedal!, 
Jeremiah Bedell, 
Peter Bond, 
David Bedell, 
Joshua Birdsall, 
John Bennet, 
Cornelius Bennet, 



Thomas Durling, 
John Demott, 
David Demott, 
Gabriel Doxy, 
Michael Demott, 
Solomon Docy, 
Anthony Demott, 
Samuel Denton, 
Michael Demott, 
Jacobus Demott, 
Benjamin Durlin, 
Joseph Durlin, 
Samuel Doty, 



Teunis Brinckerhooff, Charles Doughty, 



Barnabas Bloom, 
Richard Burgaw, 
Luke Bergen, 
Jacob Bond, 
Elias Burtis, 



Isaac Denton, 
Thomas Durlin, 
Abraham Demott, 
Isaac Denton, Jr , 
Isaiah Doughty, 



Silvanus Bedell, Esq., John Durling, 
John Brewer, Samuel Durling, 



Peter Burgaw, 
Dr. David Brooks, 
Barrick Bergen, 
Timothy Bedell 



Benj. Durling, Jr., 
Lewis Davenport, 
George Durye, 
Elias Durlin, 3d, 



George BrinekerhoofT, Francis Davenport, 
Elbert Brinckerhooff, Robert Doughty, 
Capt, Richard Bctts, Daniel Durlin, 
James Burtis, Jr., Ruleff Durye, 

William Burns, George ^oughty, 

Abr.Brinckerhooff, Jr. Jacob Dean, 



Aster Burtis, 
James Balden, 
George Balden, 
Abraham Balden, 
Jacob Bedell, 
Abijah Bedell, 
James Burtis, 
John Miller Burtis, 
Michael Burns, 
Jonathan Cornelius, 
Timothy Cornwell, 
Tunis Covert, Jun . , 
Pcnn J. Cock, 
Thomas Cornel, 
Joseph Cadle, 
Stephen Cock, 



Silas Hicks, 
Thomas Hutchings, 
Stephen Hcndrickson, 
Daniel Hewlet, 
Charles Hewlet, 
John Hewlet, Esq., 
Thomas Hicks, 
John Hulse, 
Townsend Hewlet, 
John Hughes, 
John Holmes, 
John Hageman, 
T. Hendriekson, Jr., 
Cornelius Hart, 
Benjamin Hewlet, 
John Hewlet, 
Benjamin Hageman, 
Joseph Haviland, 
John Hewlet, Sen., JV. 

side, 
Jacamiah Hutchins, 
Joseph Hewlet, 
Lawrence Hewlet, 
Reuben Hall, 
Daniel Hall, 
Flower Hulse, 
Harman Hendriekson, 
Thomas Hallet, 
Simeon Hawxhurst, 
James Hicks, 
HendrickHendrickson, 
Daniel Hendriekson, 
Richard Hallet, 
James Hallet, 
Joseph Hall, 
John Hall, 
George Hewlet, 
Joseph Hall, 
William Hall, 
John Haviland, 
William Hogland, 
Archibald Hamilton, 
Capt. Samuel Hallet, 
Luke Haviland, 
Austin Hicks, 
John Hageman, 
Stephen Hewlet, 
Benj. Hewlet, Jr., 
Nathaniel Higley, 
Stephen Hicks, 
Richard Hewlet, Esq., 
Capt. Charles Hicks, 
Richard Hewitt, 
John Higby, 
Thomas Hendriekson, 



Garret Dorland, 

Samuel Davenport, Daniel Hewlet, Jr., 

Benjamin Durlin, John Hauxhurst, 

Elias Durlin, William Hewlet, 

Isaac Ditmars, Albert Hogland, 

Archibald Doxe, Stephen Higby, 

James Denton, Jacob Hicks, 

John Doughty, Hendrick Hagner, 

Hendrick Emmons, Thomas Hewlet, 

Luke Eldert, Hugh Hoomes, 

John Elseworth, Robert Jackson, 

Israel Eldert, David Jackson, 

James Eldert, John Jackson, Jr., 

Joseph Field, William Johnson, 

John Featherby, Henry Jackson, 

William Featherby, Samuel Johnson, 

Samuel Cloves, Esq., Abraham Furman, Jr., Cornelius Jackson, 

John Cock, Harman Flower, Samuel Jackson, 

Samuel Carman, John Flower, 

John O. Coomes, Whitehead Field, 

James Carpenter, Thomas Fleet, 

Gerardus Clowes, Samuel Foster, 

William Cornwell, John Fleet, 



Samuel Cornwell, (son Thomas Featherby, 

of Joseph,) Samuel Forsdyke, 

Adam Carman, Abraham Furman, 

Stephen Callas, Abraham Flower, 

Samuel Carman, 3d, John Fowler, 
Stephen Clement, Benjamin Fish, 
Samuel Mott Cornell, Thomas Frost, 
Nathaniel Coombes, Nathaniel Frost, 
Honce Covert, 



David Cossibome, 
Tunis Covert, 
Edward Cornel, 
John Cornel, 
Stephen Carman, 
Samuel Carman, Jr., 
John Carman, 
Luke Cummins, 
Thomas Coombes, 
William Cornell, 
James Cornell, 
Elijah Cornell, 
Charles Cornell, 



Felix Fowler, 
John Foster, 
William Frost, 
Jonathan Fish, 
Timothy Flower, 
Joseph Gaulder, 
William Golder, 
Garret Golder, 
Richard Gilderleavo, 



Townsend Jackson, 
Peter Jones, 
Parmenus Jackson, 
Jacob Jackson, 
Thomas Jackson, 
Thomas Jackson, 
Daniel Kissam, 
Joseph Kissam, 
John Kissam, 
Benjamin Kissam, 
Thomas Kip, 
Daniel Kerby, 
Morris Lott, 
Isaac Lattin, 
Nicholas Lambertson, 
John Lambertson, 
Matthias Lambertson, 
Simon Lambertson, 
Joseph Ludlam, 
Samuel Langdon, 
Joseph Langdon, 
Pearson Langdon, 



Jonathan Gildersleave,William Langdon, 
William Gritman, Henry Ludlam, Jr., 

Michael Golder, William Ludlam, 

Samuel Green, John Linington, 

Richard Green, Jacob Lambertson, 



Peter Losee, 
Leffert Leffjrts, 
William Langdon, 
John Lagross, 
Archibald Langdon, 
Simon Losee, 
Jos. Langdon, hatter, 
Benjamin Lester, 
David Ludlam, 
Gabriel G. Ludlow, 
James Langdon, 
Henry Ludlam, 
Tice Lane, 
Richard Langdon, 
Samuel Langdon, 
Nicholas Ludlam, 
Thomas Ludlam, 
Jacobus Lawrence, 
Abraham Lawrence, 
James Lewis, 
Garret Latting, 
Obadiah Lawrence, 
Adam Lawrence, 
Sias Lattin, 
Dr. Daniel Lawrence, 
Nathaniel Mills, 
Samuel Moore, 3d, 
Joshua Mills, 
Ezekiel Matthews, 
Daniel Murray, 
Henry Miller, 
Adam Mott, 
Abraham Mannercc, 
Gilbert McCown, 
John Mott, 
Cornelius Miller, 
John Martin, 
John Mcintosh, 
Richard Matthews, 
Samuel Mott, 
James Man, 
Obadiah Mills, 
Samuel Moore, 
Thomas Morrel, 
John Moore, Jr., 
John Moore, Sen., 
John Marvin, 
Jacob Mott, 
Richard Mott, 
Nathaniel Moore, 
John Mitchel, 
Jackson Mott, 
Caleb Morrill, 
John Mott, 
Hope Mills, 
John Morril, 
William Miller, 
William Monfort, 
Cornelius Monfort, 
Richard Mason, 
Hendrick Munsec, 
Richard McCoun, 
Luke Norrtrant, 
Abraham Norstrant, 
Garret Norstrant, 
Garret O. Norstrant, 
Daniel Norstrant, 
John Norstrant, 
Fred. Norstrant, Jr., 
Garret Norstrant, 
Daniel Norstrant, 
Peter Norstrant, 
Jacob Norstrant, 
Frederick Norstrant, 
Peter Norstrant, 
Joseph Oldfield, 
John Oakley, 
John Green Oak, 
John Polhemus, 
William Pettit, 
Jacob Peterson, 
Benjamin Pettit, 
John Pettit, 
Hezekiah Pearsall, 
Samuel Pettit, 
Stephen Powell, 
Pearse Poole, 
James Place, 
James Pettit, Jr., 
James Pine, 
Amos Powell, 
Jonathan Pratt, 
Solomon Powell, 
Richard Pine, 
James Pino, 
William Pearson", 
Adam Pettit, 
William Pettit, 
Joseph Pearsall, 
Philip Palmer, 
Henry Pearson, 
William Pidgeon, 
Daniel Pine, 
David Peterson, 
Solomon Powell, 
Joseph Pettit, 
Increase Pettit, 
John Peters, 



Michael Pettit, 
Samuel Pettit, 
Philip Piatt, 
John Pratt, 
Richard Place, 
John Pearson, 
Thomas Place, 
Uriah Piatt, 
Hew. V. Peters, 
Isaac Pettit, 
Jacobus Riker, 
Stephen Rapilje, 
Richard Robbing, 
Jeromus Rapilje, 



Esq. 



James Smith, Rock., 
John Smith, 
Isaac Smith, Esq., 
Harman Shaw, 
Israel Seaman, 
James Southard, 
Ambrose Seaman, 
Samuel T. Seaman, 
i Benjamin Smith, 
Israel Smith, Rock., 
Elijah Smith, 
Johannes Scott, 
William Stites, 
Elijah Spragg, 



Christopher Remsen, James Smith, 
Richard Roades, Daniel Smith, 



John Sand, Jr., 
Samuel Stringham, 
Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, 
Elias Smith, 
Benjamin Stivers, 
Christian Snedeker, 
Adrian Schenck, 
Elijah Smith, 
Morris Simondson, 
Abr. Simondson, 
Charles Simondson, 
Henry Suydam, 
Nicholas Schenck, 
Cornelius Suydam, 
Adam Seabury, 
Thomas Stockford, 
Samuel Smith, 
John T. Stephens, 
Thomas Smith, Oyster- 
bay, 
Casper Spring Steen, 
Israel Sealy, 
Joseph Smith, 
Ludlam Smith, 
John Schenck, 
Nehemiah Simmons, 
Jacob Stringham, 
Jonathan Smith, 
John Snedeter, Jr., 
John Shoal, Newtown, 
Jonathan Searing, 
Stephen Smith, 
TBomaa Seaman, 
John Simondson, 
John Sprag, 
John R. Smith, 
John Southard, 
John Suydham, 
Isaac Seamen, 
J. Stocker, Cow-neck, 
John R, Smith, son of 

S imueT, 
Nicholas Townsend, 
Peter Titus, Jr., 
John Townsend, 
Daniel Thurston, 
Christopher Remsen, John H. Townsend, 
Charlas Remsen, Richard Townsend, 

John Smith, ap's., Thomas Tredwell, 
Joshua Snedicker, John Titus, 
William Spragg, Richard Townsend, Jr. 

S. Smith, Rockaway, Richard Titus, 
Jonathan Smith, Peter Thomas, 

Rock Smith, Nanus' Joseph Thome, 
Rock, Philip Thome, 

Henry Shaw, Wiiliamjfillet, 

Annanias Southard, Abraham Townsend, 



George Roades, 
Jonathan Rowlin, 
Cornelius Rapilje, 
Isaac Rapilje, 
Jeremiah Robbins, 
Cornelius Rearson, 
John Rainer, 
Martin Rapilje, 
Abraham Rapilje, 
Isaac Remsen, 
Daniel Rapilje, 
Rem Remsen, Sen., 

of Jamaica, 
Daniel Remsen, 
Amos Rhodes, 
Elijah Rainer, 
Joseph Rainer, 
John Rainer, 
Henry Rainer, 
Joseph Rainer, 
Joel Rainer, 
George Rapilje, 
George Rierson, 
Benjamin Rainer, 
Jacob Rainer, 
Ezekiel Rainer, 
Israel Rodgcrs, 
John Rushmore, 
John Remsen, 
Carmar Rushmore, 
Michael Rodgers, 
William Rushmore, 
Rem H. Remsen, 
Anthony H. Roades, 
Amos Rainer, 
Stephen Robbins, 
Martin Rierson, 
Isaac Rainer, 
Peter Rierson, 
Auris Remsen, 
Jacob Rinehart, 
Timothy Roades, 
John I. Remsen, 
James Robbins, 
George Rapilje, 
Abraham Remsen, 
Cornelius Rapilje, 



Robert Sutton, 
Thomas Seaman, 
Edward Spragg, 
Barent Snedicker, 
Richard Smith, 
Solomon Seaman, 
Zebulon Seaman, 
William Smith, 
Joseph R. Smith, 



Edmund Titus, 
Timothy Titus, 
Benj. Treadwell, Jr., 
John Townsend, Esq., 
WilliamTnetford, 
Benj. Treadwell, 
JohnTofly, 
Samuel Treadwell, 
Joseph Totten, 



Jonathan R. Smith, Jr. John Talman, 



Elijah R. Smith, 
Amos Smith, 
James Smith, 
Joshua Smith, 
Zebulon R. Smith, 
Peter R. Scott, 
Thomas Smith, Jr., 



Joseph Townsend, 
Nathaniel Townsend, 
William Thurston, 
John Troup, 
Thomas Thorne, 
John Treadwell, 
James Turner, 



Nathan O. Skidmore, RichardTattersall, 
Silvanus Southard, Timothy Townsend, 



Amos Shaw, 
Obadiah Smith, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
John Seaman, 
Charles Smalling, 
Benjamin Smith, 
David R. Salmons, 
Cornel Smith, 



John Thurston, 
Hewlitt Townsend, 
Thomas Townsond, 
Peter Underbill, 
Caleb Underbill, 
Daniel Underbill, 
John Underbill, 
Nicholas Vanarsdalon, 



Joseph R. Smith, Jr., Theo. Van Wyck, 
Richard R. Southard, Jacob Van Norstrant, 



Thomas Southard, 
Daniel Smith, 
Isaac Smith, Jr., 
Pelham Sands, 
Richard Smith, 



Tunis Van Cott, 
Seamans Verity, 
John Vetito, 
William Valser, 
Cor. Van Norstrant, 
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•John Van Norstrant, 
Aaron Van Norstrant, 
'William Valentine, 
Aaron Van Norstrant, 
Robert H, Valentine, 
Samuel_Van Wyck, 
Obadiab Valentine, 
James Verity, 
Wm. Van Norstrant, 
Jacobus Valser, 
William Verity, 
Barnt Van Wyck, 
Albert Van Norstrant, 
MartinVaiLNorstrant, 
John Vancott, 
Gilbert Van Wyck, 
John H.Vanleau, 
EldertJFan Wyck, 
Thomas Van Wyck, 
Abraham Van W r yck, 
Aaron Van Nor^rant, 
NigholpVan Cotl, 
John Voorhies, 
Jonas Valentine, 
Jacamiah Valentine, 
Dow Vandyne, 
Capt. Win. Velser, 
Daniel Velser, 



John Willet. 
Johannis Williamson, 
Daniel Whitehead, 
Benj. Whitehead, 
John Williamson, 
John Weeks, 
Jos:;ph Weeks, 
George O. Watts, 
Benjamin Waters, 
James Wood, 
Thomas Wiggins, 
Benjamin Wiggins, 
Richard Wiggins, 
Isaac Weeks, 
Samuel Wood, 
John Walters, 
Bonajah Wiggins, 
Townsend Weeks, 
John Watts, 
Philip Woolley, 
Thos. Williams, Sen. 
Henry Waters, 
George Weekes, 
Elijah Wood, 
Pen Weekes, 
George O. Weekes, 
Stephen Willis, 



James Waters, 
Henry Wamser, 
Michael Weekes, 
Thomas Wooley, 
Abraham Warner, 
Thomas Willet, 
William Welling, 
Jacob Williams, 
Jabez Woodruff, 
John Weekes, 
Charles Willet, 
James W r haley, 
William Weyman, 
Simeon Watts, 
Henry Wooley, 
William Williams, 
John Wiggins, 
Nathaniel Woodruff, 
John Wooley, 
Capt. Edmund Weekes, 
George Weekes, 
Seaman Weekes, 
Joseph Willis, 
Nathaniel Woodruff, 
Thomas Youngs, 
Daniel Youngs, 
Daniel Youngs, Jr. 



I am, sir, with much respect, your most obecfient, and 
very humble servant, 



Philip Schuyler. 



To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OP CONGRESS. 

[Read December 30, 1775] 

Albany, December 21, 1775. 

Sir: I do myself the honour to enclose you a return of 
the military stores that were at Ticonderoga Landing and 
Crown-Point on the 2d instant. The cannon, mortars, 
and other stores sent for by General Washington, are hap- 
pily arrived at Fort George, from whence they will be 
moved to the place of their destination as soon as we are 
favoured with a fall of snow, and that the ice in the river 
will be strong enough to bear the heavy cannon. 

A post, which arrived here on the 18th, and who left 
Montreal on the 4th, brought me no letters, either from 
General Montgomery or General Wooster. I inquired of 
the man, who could inform me nothing of the former, but 
that he was gone towards Quebeck. The frost here is so 
intense, that the river is frozen over, and I expect will be 
passable_with horses in a day or two. 

A quantity of baggage belonging to the prisoners, and 
which was errmarked in a sloop, is caught in the ice, about 
five miles below this. The greatest part of it belongs to 
those who are now in Pennsylvania, and how to get it to 
them I do not know. 

Should there be a necessity in the ensuing campaign to 
keep up a force to the eastward, equal to what there has 
been in this, I fear there will be a scarcity of flour in that 
quarter. Should my apprehension be well founded, would 
it not be prudent to transport a quantity of flour from the 
eastern parts of this Colony, to the eastern side of the 
Green Mountains! which, though passable in winter with 
sleds, are scarcely so at any other season of the year for any 
kind of carriages. 

1 have not yet received any pay-rolls from the Colony 
of Connecticut. I fear that unless great attention is paid, 
the publick will suffer considerably by overcharges. What 
measures shall I pursue with such officers as return me 
false pay-rolls ? The time for which they were engaged is 
expired, and no military punishment can be inflicted on 
them. 

The conference with the Six Nations has had a happy 
issue ; they have delivered up the war-belt which was given 
them with much ceremony by Colonel Johnson, at Mon- 
treal. The proceedings will be transmitted to the Con- 
gress in a few days. 

The Commissary-General has this moment waited upon 
me, with a letter from Mr. Lewis, containing in substance 
an order that the clothing sent here for the army in this 
department should, if not moved from Albany, be sent to 
Cambridge. As I have ordered four companies to be raised 
in this quarter, of which 1 acquainted Congress some time 
ago, and promised that they should be supplied with cloth- 
ing, I have ordered the Commissary-General to detain as 
much here as will be sufficient for these men ; and as the 
remainder cannot be immediately sent, it is more than pro- 
bable that before it can leave this, Congress will, in con- 
sequence of my last letters, countermand Mr. Lewis's 
orders. 



[general Washington] to general ward. 

Cambridge, December 21, 1775. 

Sir: His Excellency has commanded me to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of this date, and to inform 
you that if the persons mentioned in Mr. Champion's let- 
ter, are enlisted to serve in the new army, that they must 
not be permitted to go to him, but if they are not, that you 
may grant them a discharge. 

1 wrote you the 1 1th inst., respecting the prisoners to be 
sent to Simsbury, and enclosed a letter for the Committee 
of that place ; to these I beg leave to refer you. In case 
you did not receive them, his Excellency desires that you 
will send them off under a proper guard, unless there should 
be any of the Connecticut troops going home, who will 
take the charge of them to the Committee. You will 
please certify the Committee of the atrociousness of their 
crime, and of the court's sentence. 

I am, &lc. 

To Major-General Ward, Roxbury. 



[general Washington] to general spencer. 

Cambridge, December 21, 1775. 
Sir: I am commanded by his Excellency to acknow- 
ledge yours of the 18th instant, and to inform you that he 
has no objection to Mr. Peck's being appointed Adjutant 
to Colonel Huntington's regiment. 
I am, &.c. 

To Brigadier-General Spencer, Roxbury. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN ENGLAND, FROM AN 
OFFICER AT BOSTON, DATED DECEMBER 21, 1775. 

The Rebels, for some days past, have been erecting a 
battery at Phipp's Farm, which, it is said, will be soon 
opened. The new constructed mortar, taken on board the 
ordnance brig, we are told, will be mounted upon it ; and 
we expect a warm salute from the shells, another part of 
that vessel's cargo ; so that, in spite of her capture, we are 
likely to be complimented with the contents of her lading: 
for all this we will be indebted to our worthy Admiral. 
This vigilant officer, instead of sending his squadron to pro- 
tect the store-ships and transports from England, has, with 
the utmost prudence, ordered the ships-of-war in this har- 
bour to be secured with booms all round, to prevent their 
being boarded and taken by the rebel whale-boats ; and for 
some time past he has never sent a single ship to cruise off 
Cape-Ann, because the Rebels have had some cannon 
mounted upon it. No doubt the Parliament will thank him 
on his glorious return for so effectually preserving His Ma- 
jesty's ships. In town, the General acts in quite a different 
manner ; he seems to think it his duty to annoy the enemy. 
When we discovered the Rebels at work on their new 
battery, another was immediately raised against them of 
twenty-four pounders and some mortars, at Barton's Point. 
From this battery we have fired upon them for some days 
incessantly, apparently with good effect, though not suffi- 
ciently to make them discontinue their work. The news 
with us is not propitious. Quebeck is taken, and General 
Carleton, and all the King's troops under him, prisoners of 
war. You may guess the truth of all this from the person 
who has favoured us with the information. Mr. George 
Erving is the man ; he had it from his brother-in-law, Mr. 
Bowdoin, one of the Rebel Counsellors. By this you may 
discover that the Rebels without, and the nominal friends 
of Government within, have a very good understanding 
together. This may be no news to you, though it may be 
to many in England. We know that till General Howe 
had the command, all our former Governours and com- 
manders were gulled by Government. These good friends 
were always grasping at profitable places, and we are cer- 
tain many obtained them ; but still they had a warm feel- 
ing for American independency, and we have invariably 
found them, after their large salaries were fixed, taking 



'Jiita. 
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every method to convince their Rebel countrymen that 
they were their best friends ; I need only mention a Post- 
master-General, a Surveyor-General, and our Admiralty 
Judges. 

If the Rebels can complete their battery, this town will 
be on fire about our ears a few hours after; all our build- 
ings being of wood, or a mixture of brick and wood-work. 
Had the Rebels erected their battery on the other side of 
the town, at Dorchester, the Admiral and all his booms 
would have made the first blaze, and the burning of the 
town would have followed. If we cannot destroy the 
Rebel battery by our guns, we must march out and take 
it sword in hand. 



Br the King. — A Proclamation, 

Appointing the distribution of Prizes taken during the 
continuance of the Rebellion now subsisting in divers 
parts of the Continent of North- America. 

George R. 

Whereas by an act made in this present session of Par- 
liament, intituled "An act to prohibit all trade and inter- 
course with the Colonies of New-Hampshire, Massachu- 
setts-Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New-York, New- 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, the three lower Counties on Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North- Carolina, South-Caro- 
lina, and Georgia, during the continuance of the present 
rebellion within the said Colonies respectively; for repeal- 
ing an act made in the fourteenth year of the reign of His 
present Majesty, to disconiinue the landing and discharging, 
lading or shipping of goods, wares and merchandise, at the 
town and within the harbour of Boston, in the Province of 
Massachusetts-Bay; and also two acts made in the last ses- 
sion of Parliament, for restraining the trade and commerce 
of the Colonies in the said acts respectively mentioned ; 
and to enable any person or persons appointed and author- 
ized by His Majesty to grant pardons, and to issue procla- 
mations, in the cases and for the purposes therein men- 
tioned;" it is, amongst other things, enacted, that all ships 
and vessels of or belonging to the inhabitants of the said 
Colonies, together with their cargoes, apparel, and furni- 
ture, except as in the said act are excepted, and all other 
ships and vessels whatsoever, together with their cargoes, 
apparel, and furniture, which shall be found trading in any 
port or place of the said Colonies, or going to trade, or 
coming from trading in any such port or place, except as 
are therein also excepted, shall become forfeited to His 
Majesty, as if the same were the ships and effects of open 
enemies, and shall be so adjudged, deemed, and taken, in 
all courts of admiralty, and all other courts whatsoever : 
And, for the encouragement of the officers and seamen 
of His Majesty's ships-of-war, it is thereby also further 
enacted, That the flag-officers, captains, commanders, and 
other commissioned officers in His Majesty's pay, and also 
the seamen, marines, and soldiers on board, shall have the 
sole interest and property of and in all and every such ship, 
vessel, goods, and merchandise, which they shall seize and 
take (being first adjudged lawful prize in any of His Ma- 
jesty's courts of admiralty) to be divided in such propor- 
tions, and after such manner, as His Majesty shall think fit 
to order and direct by proclamation or proclamations, here- 
after to be issued for those purposes : 

We, taking the premises into consideration, do, pursuant 
to the said act of Parliament, (with the advice of our Privy 
Council,) by this our proclamation, order, direct, and ap- 
point, that the nett produce of all prizes taken, in pursu- 
ance of the said act, by our ships-of-war, be divided into 
eight equal parts, and be distributed in manner following, 
that is to say : To the captain or captains of any of our ships- 
of-war who shall be actually on board at the taking of any 
prize, three-eighths parts ; but in case any such prize shall 
be taken by any of our ship or ships-of-war under the com- 
mand of a flag or flags, the flag-officer or officers being 
actually on board, or directing and assisting in the capture, 
shall have one of the said three-eighth parts, the said one- 
eighth part to be paid to such flag or flag-officers, in such pro- 
portions, and subject to such regulations as are hereinafter 
for that purpose mentioned : To the captains of marines and 
land forces, sea lieutenants and master on board any such 
ships, one-eighth part, to be equally divided amongst them : 
To the lieutenants and quartermasters of marines, and lieu- 



tenants, ensigns, and quartermasters, of land forces, boat- 
swain, gunner, purser, carpenter, master's mate, chirurgeon, 
pilot, and chaplain, on board any such ship, one-eighth 
part, to be equally divided amongst them : To the midship- 
men, secretary to flag-officers, captain's clerk, master sail- 
maker, carpenter's mates, master-at-arms, corporals, yeo- 
men of the sheets, coxswain, quartermasters, quartermas- 
ter's mates, chirurgeon's mates, yeomen of the powder-room, 
and sergeants of marines or land forces, on any such ships, 
one-eighth part, to be equally divided amongst them : To 
the trumpeters, quarter-gunners, carpenter's crew, steward, 
cook, armourer, steward's mate, cook's mate, gunsmith, coop- 
er, swabber, ordinary trumpeter, barber, able seamen, ordi- 
nary seamen, and marine or other soldiers, and all other per- 
sons doing duty or assisting on board any such ships, two- 
eighths parts, to be equally divided amongst them. And in 
case any sea-captain, inferior commission, or warrant sea- 
officers, belonging to any ship-of-war, for whom any shares 
of prizes are hereby allowed, be absent at the time of the 
capture of any prize, the share of such sea-captain, inferior 
commission, or warrant sea-officer, shall be cast into the 
share hereby allowed to the trumpeters, quarter-gunners, 
carpenter's crew, steward, cook, armourer, steward's mate, 
cook's mate, gunsmith, cooper, swabber, ordinary trumpe- 
ter, barber, able seamen, ordinary seamen, and marine or 
other soldiers, and other persons doing duty or assisting on 
board any such ships, to be equally divided amongst them. 
Provided, That if any officer or officers on board any of 
our ships-of-war, at the time of taking any such prizes, 
shall have more commissions or offices than one, he or they 
shall be entitled only to the share or shares of. the said 
prizes, which, according to the above mentioned distribution, 
shall belong to his or their respective superior commissions 
or offices. And we do hereby strictly enjoin all and every 
commander and commanders of any ships-of-war, taking 
any prize, as soon as may be, to transmit of cause to be 
transmitted to the commissioners of our navy, a true list of 
the names of all the officers, seamen, marines, soldiers or 
others who were actually on board our ships-of-war, under 
his or their command, at the taking such prize ; which list 
shall contain the quality of the service of each person on 
board, and be subscribed by the captain or commandino- 
officer, and three or more of the chief officers on board. 
And we do hereby require and direct the Comrnlssioners of 
our navy, or any three or more of them, to examine or 
cause to be examined such lists by the rnuster-bpoks of 
such ships-of-war, and lists annexed thereto, to see that 
such lists do agree with the said muster-book, and annexed 
lists, as to the names, qualities, or ratings of .the. officers, 
seamen, marines, soldiers, and others belonging to such 
ships-of-war; and, upon request, forthwith togrant a cer- 
tificate of the truth of any list transmitted tP them, to the 
agents nominated and appointed by the captors, pursuant 
to the said act, to take care or dispose of such prize ; and 
also upon application to them, to give, or cause to be given, 
unto the agents, who shall at anytime or times be. ap- 
pointed as aforesaid by the captors, all such lists from the 
muster-books of any such ships-of-war, and annexed, lists, 
as the said agents shall find requisite for their cJirection in 
paying the produce of such prizes, and to be. .otherwise aid- 
ing and assisting to the said agents, as shall be necessary. 

And as touching the said one-eighth part, herein before 
mentioned to be granted to the flag-officer or officers, who 
shall be actually on board at the taking of any prize, or 
shall be directing and assisting therein, we have thought fit, 
and do by these presents publish, order, and declare, that 
the following regulations be observed : 

First. That a flag-officer commanding in chief, where 
there is but one flag-officer upon service, shall have to 
his own use the said one-eighth part of the prizes taken by 
ships under his command. 

Secondly. That a flag-officer sent to command at /a- 
maica, or elsewhere, shall have no right to any share of 
the prizes at the place to which he is sent, and actually 
takes upon him the command. 

Thirdly. That when an inferior flag-officer. is sent out 
to reinforce a superior flag-officer at Jamaica, or elsewhere, 
the said superior flag-officer shall have no right to any 
share in the prizes taken by them before they arrive with- 
in the limits of his command, and actually receive some 
orders from him. 
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Fourthly. That a chief flag-officer returning home from 
Jamaica, or elsewhere, shall have no share of the prizes 
taken by the ships left behind to act under another com- 
inand. 

Fifthly. That if a flag-officer is sent to command in the 
o.u.t- ports of this Kingdom, be shall have no share of the 
prizes taken by ships that sailed from that port by order 
from the. Admiralty . 

; Sixthly. That when more flag-officers than one serve 
to'gether, the eiglith part of the prizes taken by any ships 
ef the. fleet, or squadron, shall be divided in the following 
proportions, videlicet : If there be but two flag-officers, the 
chjef shaH have two-third parts of the said one-eighth part, 
a-nd thejother shall have the remaining third part ; but if 
the. number of .flag-officers be more than two, the chief shall 
haje only one-half, and the other half shall be divided 
equally among the other flag-officers, 
r 'Seventhly. That Commodores, with Captains under 
them, shall be esteemed as flag-officers, with respect to 
tjieir right to an eighth part of prizes taken, whether com- 
rhinding in chief or serving under command. 

Given at our Court, at iSif. James's, the twenty-second 
day of December, one thousand seven hundred and seven- 
ty-five, in the sixteenth year of our reign. 
God save the King. 



JOHN HANCOCK TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, December 22, 1775. 

Sir : Tour letters of the 30th of November, and of the 
4th, 7th, and 11th of December, being duly received, were 
laid before Congress. To prevent the ill consequences 
that might ensue from the backwardness of the men, in the 
present service, to reinlist, the Congress, as I informed you 
in my last, have written to the Governours of Connecticut 
and Rhode-Island, the Council of Massachusetts-Bay , and 
the President of the Convention of New- Hampshire. In 
consequence of which letters they have strong hopes and 
confidence that measures will be taken to complete your 
army. As to the article of butter, the Congress, desirous 
to obviate whatever may have a " tendency to give the sol- 
diery room for complaint," have instructed me to inform 
you that the same may be continued until further order. 

The Congress receive, with great satisfaction, your con- 
gratulations on the success of Captain Manly. By the 
enclosed resolves, you will perceive their determination on 
the captures already made, as well as those which may be 
made hereafter. It is expected the several Colonies will 
erect courts of admiralty, and that the judges in those 
courts will regulate their decisions by the law of nations, 
except where it is relaxed by the enclosed resolutions. 

1 am further directed to inform you that the Congress 
approve your taking such of the articles, found on board 
the Concord, as are necessary for the army. The neces- 
sity of the case will, they apprehend, justify the measure, 
even tTiough the vessel upon trial should, contrary to their 
expectation, be acquitted. 

I am authorized to inform you that it is the pleasure of 
Congress that Mr. Mifflin, the Quartermaster-General, 
hold the rank of Colonel in the army of the United Co- 
lonies, and that you establish his rank accordingly. 

I must beg leave to refer you to the enclosed resolutions 
of Congress for your future proceedings, which I am di- 
rected to transmit to you. You will notice the last resolu- 
tion relative to an attack upon Boston. This passed after 
a most serious debate in a committee of the whole House, 
and the execution referred to you ; and may God crown 
your attempt with success. I most heartily wish it, though 
individually I may be the greatest sufferer. 

I have paid Mr. Fessenden, the express, in full for his 
three journeys as express to Philadelphia, deducting only 
sixty dollars, which he says you ordered him ; so that there 
will be no pay due to him, for services performed hereto- 
fore, only for his expenses now from this place to you. If 
this adjustment be not right, please to inform me. 

I have the honour to be, with sincere sentiments of es- 
teem, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

, , John Hancock, President, 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

P. S. Fessenden being indisposed, I have sent a special 



express, as Congress were anxious their resolves should 
reach you as quick as possible. 

In Congress, December 22, 1775. 

Agreeably to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the report of the Committee of Conference 
relative to an attack on Boston; and after debate, the Pre- 
sident resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the 
Committee had taken into their further consideration the 
matter to them referred, and come to a Resolution, which 
he was ready to report. 

The report of the Committee being read, the same was 
agreed to, and is as follows : 

Resolved, That if General Washington and his Council 
of War should be of opinion that a successful attack may 
be made on the troops in Boston, he do it in any manner 
he may think expedient, notwithstanding the town and the 
property in it may thereby be destroyed. 

Extract from the minutes. 

Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

By order of the Congress. 

John Hancock, President. 

CAPTAIN LIVINGSTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read December 22, 1775.] 

December, 1775. 

Sir: The polite letter you was yesterday pleased to 
honour me with, I received from Mr. Duane. The com- 
pliment paid me by the Congress does me great honour. 
Their present is amazingly genteel, and their promise very 
flattering to a young man who wishes to acquire repu- 
tation. 

These distinguished marks of their approbation deserve 
my warmest acknowledgments and most cordial thanks. 
These I would beg leave to present in person, did not my 
affection for my late father render me unfit to appear be- 
fore them. This lays me under the necessity of request- 
ing you, sir, to increase the obligation I already owe you 
for the part you have taken in my favour, by presenting 
my most unfeigned thanks to that august assembly for the 
unexpected honour done. 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Henry R. Livingston, Captain. 
The Honourable John Hancoclc, Esq. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, Friday, December 22, 1775. 
The following members met, viz : John Broome, Chair- 
man, 

Mr. P. P. Van Zandt, Mr.Theop. Anthony, Colonel Lasher. 

Mr. Stoutenburgh, Mr. Duyckinck, Colonel Lott, 

Mr. De Peyster, Mr. Phenix, Mr. Burling, 

Mr. Abeel, Mr. Templeton, Mr. Low, 

Captain Johnson, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Denning, 

Mr. Ramsey, Mr. Totten, Mr- Miller, 

Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Wickham, Mr. Brinckerhoff— 23 

Mr. Ray, 

Committee Chamber, Tuesday, December 26, 1775. 
Thirteen members met. 



At a meeting of the General Committee for the City 
and County of New- York, on Friday, December 29, 1775. 
Present : John Broome, Chairman pro tem., 

Mr. J. Ray, Sen., Captain Donnis, Mr. Denning, 

Mr. Duyckinck, Mr. J. Anthony, Mr. Bleeker, 

Captain Pell, Mr. T. Anthony, Mr. Sands, 

Mr. Roome, Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Janoway, 

Mr. Bancker, Mr. Ramsey, Mr. Ivera, 

Mr. Van Cortlandt, Mr. Stoutenburgh, Mr. Low, 

Mr. Templeton, Mr. Breasted, Mr. Brinckerhoff, 

Mr. Beekman, Mr. Abrahams, Mr. Norwood, 

Mr. Burling, Mr. Berrien, Mr. De Peyster, 

Captain Johnson, Mr. Bassett, Colonel Lott, 

Mr. Abeel, Mr. J. Ray, Jun., Mr. Phenix. 

Colonel Hyer, Mr. Totten, 

Moses Taylor applied for leave to hire a person to enter 
on board the Asia as a seaman, in the place of James Bow- 
en, who was impressed on board the said ship. 

Ordered, That leave be given accordingly. 

Benjamin Garretson requesting a Certificate from this 
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Committee, that he has hitherto acted friendly to the Ame- 
rican cause ; the matter being debated, 

Ordered, That Mr. Garretson be called in, and the two 
following questions proposed to him, viz : 

1. Whether he professes himself a friend to the Ame- 
rican cause i 

2. Whether he approved of the measures pursued by 
the American Colonies, in the present contest with the 
British Administration ? 

The first question was answered in the affirmative. 

The second, Mr. Garretson begged to be excused from 
answering. 

The question then being put, whether Mr. Garretson 
should receive a Certificate from this Committee, carried in 
the negative. 

John Warner, Captain of the Twenty-Fourth Beat, in- 
formed the Committee that one Joseph Brady had abused 
and damned the Congress and Committee; denied their 
authority; said they were a pack of damned traitors, and 
that he would pay no regard to any of them. 

Isaac Piper's evidence corresponds with the above. 

The question being put, whether Joseph Brady be ap- 
prehended immediately by an order from this Committee ; 
carried in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Chairman issue his order to the offi- 
cer on guard, directing him to cause the said Joseph Brady 
to be taken and kept in custody, until further orders from 
this Committee. 

Committee adjourned until Thursday, January 4, 1776 

COMMITTEE OP MAMACOTING PRECINCT TO THE RELEGATES 
IN PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Mamacoting Precinct, December 22, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Whereas there have been commissions 
granted by the Committee of Safety for the Province of 
New-York, for officers for the northeast division of the 
Precinct of Mamacoting, which officers were not legally 
chosen ; and in order to have that affair rectified, we apply 
to you, being both of our delegates in Provincial Con- 
gress. 

In a letter directed to us by Colonel Jacob Hornbeck, 
dated October the 19th, 1775, we were informed that there 
was a return made to Congress the 19th of August last, 
signed John Young, Chairman, of John Cragc, Captain, 
John Graham, First Lieutenant, John McKinster, Second 
Lieutenant, and John McCrery, Ensign; which return we 
testify to be a counterfeit, and was countermanded in a let- 
ter by us directed to Colonel Hornbeck, who was then one 
of our delegates, dated October the 26th, 1775 ; and the 
officers legally elected or chosen were returned in said let- 
ter, viz: John Crage, Captain, Manuel Gunsalis, First 
Lieutenant, William Rose, Second Lieutenant, and Isaac 
Rosa, Ensign. 

Whereas this mistake creates a great uneasiness in the 
company, we request the favour of you, or either of you, 
to explain the affair to Congress, and have it rectified. 

As for Jo An Crage, as he was legally chosen Captain, 
he has signed the Declaration ; so we conclude there will 
be no need of another commission for him ; but refer it en- 
tirely to your better judgment. 

Gentlemen, your speedy compliance with our request 
will greatly oblige your humble servant. 

By order of the Committee : 

John Young, Chairman. 
To Andreas De Witt, Esq., and Mr. Samuel Brewster, 

Delegates in Provincial Congress. 

P. S. Whereas there is a return made to us of the offi- 
cers elected for the Coshocton Company, we return them 
to you, in order to grant them commissions, viz : Bezaleel 
Tyler, Jun., Captain ; Nathaniel Reves, First Lieutenant ; 
Moses Thomas, Second Lieutenant ; Nathan Mitchell, En- 
sign. 

TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

Montreal, December 22, 1775. 

Sir : Although we have not the honour to be known to 

you, we find it very necessary to acquaint you with what 

passes here, to the end that you may not in future fall a 

victim to the humanity which has been your chief guide 



since your arrival at this city. Humanity and generosity 
are qualities inestimable to men, but in certain circum- 
stances the situation of the person ought to be considered, 
to the end ^hat care may be taken that such generosity 
may not be used to serve ot^er purposes. Many of the 
citizens are surprised that all the place-men that were 
made prisoners in the eleven vessels near Sorel, have not 
been sent down to the neighbouring Colonies, as these per- 
sons go in and out of almost every house in the city, hold- 
ing conversations big with the most inhuman sentiments, 
and the most disadvantageous to the cause of liberty. 
There are also in town those who hold commissions under 
Government, who hold very indecent and very indiscreet 
conversations, and who grow insolent and insupportable. 
It is therefore to be hoped that as soon as the rivers are 
frozen, and that the roads are passable, that you will send 
all those who were taken in the eleven vessels, down to the 
other Colonies on the Continent. It is the only method 
to silence those who have any bad designs, and to procure 
peace and tranquillity to those who have nothing more at 
heart than your welfare and success ; and who desire to as- 
sure you that they are, with true sincerity and respect, sir, 
your most humble and most obedient servant. 

The Faithful Union with Liberty. 

The above is a translation of an original letter sent from 
Montreal to General Montgomery, at the camp before Que- 
beck, by some friends to the cause. 



CONNECTICUT COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

At a meeting of the Governour, &c, at New-Haven, 
Friday, December 22, 1775, present : 

His Honour the Governour, Hon. Deputy-Governour 
Griswold, Jabez Huntington, Samuel Huntington, Wil- 
liam Williams, Nathaniel Wales, and Benjamin Hunting- 
ton, Esquires. 

On motion, &.c, Voted, That an order be drawn on the 
Pay-Table in favour of Captain Robert Niles, of the armed 
schooner Spy, for the sum of one hundred Pounds, to be 
by him accounted for on settlement of his accounts, and in 
so far payment of the wages, &c, of his hands on board 
said schooner. 

An Order drawn and delivered him next morning. 

Messrs. Greenough, Fitch, and Austin, Committee for 
building field and other carriages for the cannon at New- 
Haven, by order laid in their account to be adjusted, and 
there is on examination allowed thereon the sum of one 
hundred and fifteen Pounds, eight Shillings, six and three- 
quarter Pence, for carriages, he, built by order, and ex- 
clusive of the expense of building several of their own 
notion, before they had any directions about it. 

An Order for the sum allowed, drawn, and delivered to 
Colonel Jonathan Fitch, 

Captain Joseph Thompson, of the Company raised for 
the defence of New-Haven, moves that the season is so far 
advanced, and the weather so severe, that they can be little 
or no service in carrying on the works of defence at Black- 
Rock, or for any other purpose, &c. 

And on consideration, Voted, That said Captain Thomp- 
son and Company be discharged from further service on 
their present establishment ; said dismission to take place 
on the morrow, being the 23d. 

On motion, Voted and granted, That Captain Thomp- 
son be allowed for extra service while pn the works at 
Black-Rock, in cold, severe weather, &c, the sum of forty 
Shillings per month, for one and a half months; is three 
Pounds in the whole. 

Allowed several small bills and accounts laid in by Ben- 
jamin Huntington, Esq., for Captain John Lester, for build- 
ing ship-carriages, &c, the sum of eight Pounds, fifteen 
Shillings, and five Pence, in the whole ; and 3d of January, 
1776, gave Captain Lester an order, and dismissed. 

Met again at New-Haven next evening, and did several 
things ; consulted Captain Sears, he, about Todd's brig, 
&ic. ; and desired him to take care of the brig bought of 
Captain Grigg, and coming into New-Haven, &c, and 
prepare an estimate of stores, &c., for the same, &c. 
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NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Al a Provincial Congress held for the Colony of New- 
YorJc, on Wednesday morning, December 6, 1775 : 

The Deputies chosen to represent the Counties of New- 
York, Albany, Dutchess, Westchester, and Suffolk, in Pro- 
vincial Congress for the Colony of New- York, having met 
frequently since the 14th day of November last past, that 
being the day appointed by the dissolution of the late Pro- 
vincial Congress for the meeting of this Congress, but a 
representation of a majority of the Counties not having 
sooner attended, they could not proceed to business until 
this day, when the Deputies from a majority of the Coun- 
ties appeared, and the gentlemen hereafter named were 
present, to wit : 

For the City and County of New-Yobk : Alexander 
McDongall, James Beekman, Abraham Brasher, John 
Van Cortlandt, John Ray, Anthony Rutgers, Comfort 
Sands, Jacobus Van Zandt, Isaac Roosevelt. 

For the City and County of Albany: Robert Van 
Rensselaer, Jacob Cuyler, Francis Nicoll, Leonard Gan- 
sevoort, John 1. Bleecker. 

Dutchess County: Gilbert Livingston, Cornelius 
Humphreys, Jun., Henry Schenck. 

For the County of Ulster: Thomas Palmer, Matthew 
Cantine. 

Westchester County : Lewis Graham, Gilbert 
Drake, Joseph Drake. 

Suffolk County : Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss 
Hobart, Ezra L' Hommedieu. 

King's County : John Leffertse. 

Goshen Precinct, in Orange County: Peter Clowes. 

The Congress then proceeded to the choice of the fol- 
lowing Officers, who were unanimously elected, viz : 

Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, President. 

John McKesson, Esq., Mr. Robert Benson, Secretaries. 

Thomas Peitit, Doorkeeper and Messenger. 

The Deputies for the City and County of New- York 
produced a Certificate from the General Committee of the 
said City and County, dated November 10, 1775, and 
signed by John Broome, Chairman pro tempore,* whereby 
it appears that Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Cornelius 
Clopper, Alexander McDougall, Joseph Hallett, Thomas 
Smith, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, James Beek- 
man, Benjamin Kissam, John Morin Scott, John Van 
Cortlandt, Jacobus Van Zandt, John Morton, Isaac Sears, 
John Ray, Theodorus Van Wyck, Anthony Rutgers, 
John Imlay, Gabriel W. Ludlow, Benjamin Helme, and 
Comfort Sands, were, by a great majority of voices, elect- 
ed Deputies for the City and County of New-York; and 
that they, or any seven of them, do represent the City and 
County of New- York, in Provincial Congress for the Co- 
lony of New- York. 

The Deputies for the City and County of Albany pro- 
duced a Certificate from the Committee of the County 
of Albany, dated November llth, 1775, signed Matthew 
Visscher, Secretary,! certifying that Abraham Ten Broeck, 
Abraham Yates, Jun., Jacob Cuyler, Francis Nicoll, Ro- 

* Pursuant to an order of the General Committee, we, the subscri- 
bers, superintended the poll taken to-day, at the City Hall, for the 
election of Deputies to represent this City and County in the ensuing 
Provincial Congress, and do hereby certify that the following twenty- 
one gentlemen were qhosen by a great majority, viz : 

Peter V, B, Livingston, Joseph Hallett, Isaac Roosevelt, John Af. 
Scott, John Morton, Theodorus Van Wyck, Gabriel W. Ludlow, Cot. 
nelius Clopper, Thomas Smith, James Btekman, John Van Cortlandt, 
Isaac Sears,' Anthony Rutgers, Benjamin Helme, Alexander McDou- 
gall, Abraham Brqsher, Benjamin Kissam, Jacobus Van Zandt, John 
Ray, John Imlay, Comfort Sands. 

And we dp further certify, that the electors at the same time did 
constitute any 'seven of the forementioncd persons to be a quorum. 

John Imlay, Daniel Phenix, 
Robert Ray, John Broome. 

New-York, November 7, 1775. Ev> Bancker, 

At a meeting of the General Committee of the City and County of 
New-York, on Friday evening, November 10, 1775 : Present, John 
Broome, Esq., Chairman pro tempore, and thirty-five members. 

The sub-Committee appointed to superintend the election for Depu- 
ties to represent the City and County of New-York, in Provincial 
Congress for the Colony of New-York, delivered in their Report, which 
being read, was unanimously approved of. 

Ordered, That the Chairman of this Committee deliver a certified 
copy of the foregoing Report to one of the Deputies chosen to repre- 
sent this City arid County in the ensuing Provincial Congress. 

John Broome, Chair'n pro tern. 

t Albany Committee Chamber, November 1 1, 1775. — Pursuant to the 
resolves of this Committee entered into on the 30th ultimo, yesterday 



bert Yates, Henry Glen, Peter Silvester, Peter R. Li- 
vingston, John James Bleecker, Leonard Gansevoort, 
Henry Oothoudt, and Robert Van Rensselaer, were, by a 
majority of votes, elected Deputies for the said City and 
County ; and that they, or any five of them, represent the 
said City and County in Provincial Congress. And, by 
another Certificate from the said Committee, dated No- 
vember 23, 1775, and signed by Matthew Visscher, Sec- 
retary,* a Resolution appears that the above-mentioned 
gentlemen, or any four of them, do attend and represent 
the said City and County in Provincial Congress for the 
Colony of New- York. 

The Deputies of the County of Dutchess produced a 
Certificate from the Committee of the said County, dated 
November 8, 1775, and signed by Egbert Benson, Chair- 
man,! whereby it appears that Pelrus Ten Broeck, Bever- 
ly Robinson, Cornelius Humphreys, Henry Schenck, Gil- 
bert Livingston, John Kaine, Jacob Everson, Morris Gra- 
ham, and Robert G. Livingston, Esquires, were elected 
Deputies for the said County, with power to them, or any 
three of them, to represent the said County in Provincial 
Congress for the Colony of New-York. 

The Deputies for the County of Ulster produced a 
Certificate from the Committee of the. said County, dated 
the 7th November, 1775, and signed by Johannes Sleght, 
Chairman pro tempore,! whereby it appears that Henry 

the polls of the several elections held in the respective Districts in this 
County, for Deputies to represent this City and County in Provincial 
Congress, and the names of the several voters, and the Deputies they 
had voted for, being carefully counted, a majority of votesappearedfor 
Abraham Ten Broeck, Abraham Yates, Jun., Jacob Cuyler, Francis 
Nicoll, Robert Yates, Henry Glen, Peter Silvester, Peter R. Living- 
ston, John James Bleecker, Leonard Gansevoort, Henry Oothoudt, and 
Robert Van Rensselaer. 

This Committee do thereupon hereby declare tho said persons to be 
duly elected; and that they, or any five of them, represent this City 
and Counlyin Provincial Congress during the time, mentioned in the 
resolves of the Provincial Congress. 

A true copy from the minutes. Matthew Visscher, Sec'y. 

' Albany Committee Chamber, November 23, 1775. — Whereas this 
Committee, on the llth instant, from the return of the polls of the 
several elections held in tho respective Districts in this County, for 
Deputies to represent this City and County in Provincial Congress, did 
declare Abraham Ten Broeck, Abraham Yates, Jun., Jacob Cuyler, 
Francis Nicoll, Robert Yates, Henry Glen, Peter Silvester, Peter R. 
Livingston, John James Bleecker, Leonard Gansevoort, Henry Oothoudt, 
and Robert Van Rensselaer, to be duly elected ; and that they, or any 
five of them, represent this City and County in Provincial Congress 
during the time mentioned in the resolves of the Provincial Congress. 
But, by reason of the inconvenience attending the attendance of that 
number, it is 

Resolved, That the said persons, or any four of them, attend said 
Congress, and represent this City and County during the time afore- 
said. A true copy from the minutes . Matthew Visscher, Sec'y. 

t This is to certify, that at an election held at Povghkeepsie, rn the 
County of Dutchess, in pursuance of a resolution of the Provincial 
Congress of this Colony, of the 27th of October last, under the inspec. 
tion of the General Committee of the said County, on the 7th and 8th 
days of November, 1775, Pelrus Ten Broeck, Beverly Robinson, Cor- 
nelius Humphreys, Henry Schenck, Gilbert Livingston, John Kaine, 
Jacob Everson, Morris Graham, and Robert G. Livingston, Jun., Esqs., 
were elected Delegates for the County of Dutchess, with power to 
them, or any three of them, to represent the said County in a Provin. 
cial Congress for the Colony of New-York, appointed tQ meet at the 
City of New-York on the 14th instant. 

By order of the Committee : Egbert B_£NSON, Chair'n. 

Dotchess County Committee, November 8, 1775. 

t At a meeting of the Committee for the County of Ulster, on Tues- 
day, the 7th of November, 1775, at the house of Mr, Roelof Eltinge, in 
the New-Paltz, the following persons appeared : 
For Kingston: Johannes Sleght, Esq., Johannes Beekman, Tobias 

Van Buren. 
For Hurly : Charles De Witt, Adrian Wynkoop, Esquires, 
For Marbletown : David Bevier. 

Rochester : Andreas De Witt, Esq., Hendricus Hornbrck. 
New-Paltz: Johannes A. Hardenbergh, Joseph Hatbroeck. 
Siiawengonk : Johannes Janse, Esq. 
Newburgh : Abel Belknap. 
New-Windsor: Samuel Brewster. 
New.Marlborougii : Bordewyn Teerpenning. 
Wallkill: Philip Swartwout, John Mclnsler, Andrew McCord. 
Hanover : James McBride, Alexander Trimble. 

The Committee then appointed Johannes Sleght, Esq., to sit as Chair- 
man pro tem., and Johannes Bruin and Israel Smith to serve as clerks. 
A considerable number of freeholders of the County of Ulster being 
then assembled, pursuant to the resolves of the Congress, in order to 
choose eight Deputies to represent this County ; and then, under the 
inspection of the above Committee, did, by the major voice, choose and 
elect Henry Wisncr, Matthew Rea, Dirclc Wynkoop, Matthew Cantine, 
Andreas De Witt and Andreas Ltfever, Esquires, Messrs. Thomas 
Palmer and. Samuel Brewster, for the purpose aforesaid. 

The Committee then resolved, that throe of the above Deputies ap- 
pearing in Congress at one time, shall be entitled to act and give their 
votes for said County. A true, copy from the minutes. 

By order of the Committee : ~ "- - - 7 7 

Johannes Sleght, Chair'n pro tem. 
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Wisner, Matthew Rea, BirTc Wynkoop, Jun., Matthew were unanimously elected Deputies for the said Precinct, 

Cantine, Andreas Dewitt, and Andreas Lcfever, Esqrs., as their proportion of the representation of the said Coun- 

Messrs. Thomas Palmer and Samuel Brewster, were elect- ty, and to complete the number of Deputies allotted to the 

ed Deputies to represent the said County ; and by a reso- said County of Orange ; and that at the same meeting it 

lution of the said Committee, that they, or any three of was unanimously agreed, that any two of the Deputies lor 

them, be entitled to act and give their votes for the said said County, represent them in said Congress, viz: one on 



County. 

The Deputies of the County of Westchester produced a 
Certificate from the Committee of the said County, dated 
7th November 1775, and signed by Gilbert Drake, Chair- 
man,* whereby it appears that Colonel Lewis Graham, 
Stephen Ward, Esq., Colonel Joseph Drake, Robert Gra- 
ham, Esq., John Thomas, ,3 un., Esq., Mr. William Pavl- 



the south, and one on the north side of the mountams. 

The same, two Certificates were approved, and ordered 
to be filed with the Secretaries; 

But it is agreed and understood , That Mr. Clowes can- 
not have a vote for Orange County, until one or more 
Deputies arrive from Orange County. 

Agreed and Ordered, That the sense of this Congress 



ding, Major Ebenezer Lockwood, Colonel Pierre Van U p Q n every Question be taken and determined by a rna- 
Cortlandt, and Colonel Gilbert Drake, were duly elected jority of the Counties then having Deputies in Congress. 
Pelegates to represent the said County in Provincial Con- And that for the present the City and County of New-York 



gress, with power to any three of them to act for the said 
County. 

The Deputies for the County of Suffolk, produced a 
Certificate from the Committee of the said County, dated 
November 1, 1775, and signed by William Smith, Chair- 
man ,f whereby it appears that John Sloss Hobart, Thomas 
Tredwell,SelahStrong,NathanielWoodhull, Ezra L'Hom- 
medieu, David Gelston, Thomas Wickham, and Daniel 
Brown, Esquires, were unanimously elected Deputies to 
represent the said County in Provincial Congress, with 
power for any three of them to be a quorum, and give the 
vote of the said County. 

Peter Clowes, Esq., a Deputy for Orange County, pro- 
duced a Certificate of Benjamin Tusteen, Benjamin Ga.le, 
and Daniel Everett, EsquiresJ: three of the Committee of 



Goshen Precinct, who inspected the election, and also a j,eard. 
Certificate from the. said Committee of Goshen Precinct, : 
signed by Daniel Everett, Chairman,^ each dated 27th 
November last, whereby it appeared, that a iweeting of the 
freeholders and tenants in Goshen Precinct, entitled to vote 
for Deputies, Peter Clowes and William Allison, Esquires, 



be considered as four, the City and County of Albany as 
three, and that of each of the other Counties respectively 
as two; but that this arrangement shalj continue only till 
some other arrangement shall be made .and agreed on by 
this Congress. 

The following Rules are agreed to, and resolved to be 
the Rules of this Congress, viz: 

1st. That the President, and in his absence, a President 
to be appointed pro tern,, shall preside at every meeting, 
and keep order and decorum, and that it shall be his duty 
to sign all letters from this Congress. 

2d. That all motions and addresses, be made to .the 
Chair, and standing. 

3d. That, if more than one shall rise to speak at the 
same time, the President shall determine who shall first be 



* 7*0 the Honourable Vie Provincial Congress of the Colony of New- 
York : We the Committee for the County of Westchester, do humbly 
certify, that at the election for Delegates to represent the said County 
in the next Provincial Congress, to be held at New-York, the 14th 
instant, which was this day held at the Court. House of the said Coun- 
ty, Colonel Lewis Graham, Stephen Ward, Esq., Colonel Joseph 
Drake, Robert Graham, "Esq., John Thomas, Jun., Esq . , Mr. William 
Paulding, Major Ebenezer Lockwood, Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt, 
and ColoneJ Gilbert Drake, were duly elected, agreeably to the resolves 
of the Provincial Congress, to represent this County until the sacond 
Tuesday in May next ; and that it was voted by the people that any 
three oi' the said Deputies should act for this County. 

By order of the Committee : Gilbert Drake, Chair'n. 

Dated the 7th day of November, 1775. 

A true copy from the Minutes, taken by Micah Townsend, Clerk of 
the Committee. 

t At a meeting of the freeholders of Suffolk County, in the Colony 
of New- York, held at the County Hall, on the 7th day of November, 
1775, duly warned for the purpose of electing Deputies to represent 
this County in Provincial Congress, until the second Tuesday in May 
next: 

Voted, unanimously. That John Sloss Hobart, Thomas Tredwell, 

Selah Strong, Nathaniel Woodhull, Ezra L'Hommedieu, David GeU 

»ton, Thomas Wickham, and Daniel Brown, Esquires, bo the Deputies 

to represent this County at the ensuing Provincial Congress, to meet 

at Netc-York, the fourteenth day of this instant, and that any three of 

thpm be a quorum, and empowered to give the vote of this County in 

the said Congress. By order of the County Committee : 

, „ . „ , ,u /it ; William Smith, Chairman. 

Attest : Ezra L'Hommedieu, Clerk. 

} Gentlemen: We received your favour of the 23d inst., and, agree- 
ably to ycruTTequest, have immediately summoned our Precinct together, 
which, through some unhappy mistake «f the County Committee, has 
pot been notified to meet before, and have unanimously elected Peter 
Clowes and W*W<t m Allison, Esqrs., as part of the Deputies for this 
County, and which was left by the other Precincts as our proportion 
of representation . We hope, gentlemen, that you will not refuse the 
gentlemen above-mentioned, their seats, since our County has fallen 
into the method of choosing their Deputies in the respective Pre- 
cincts. Signed by the Inspectors of the election. By order of the 
Committee: Benjamin Tusten, 

Benjamin Gale, 
To Mr. Robert Benson-. Daniel Everett. 

Goshen, November 27, 1775. 



4th. That the substance of every motion made and se- 
conded, shall be entered on the minutes. 

5th. That no interruption shall be suffered while a Mem- 
ber is delivering his sentiments. 

6th. That every question shall be determined by a ma- 
jority of voices; and after the determination of any matter 
or thing, the same question shall not be reassumed, but 
with the consent of a majority of this Congress, at a sub- 
sequent meeting, and that upon notice having been given 
of the motion for reassuming such matter, atleast one day 
before such motion be made, and notice thereof given to 
the Members representing each County, who shall then be 
in the City of Neiv-York. 

7th. That when any question shall be determined upon 
a division, the names of the respective Counties shall be 
entered as they shall vote on each side ; but any Member 
for any County may be at liberty to have his name and 
dissent from the vote of his County entered on the Min- 
utes. 

8th. That this Congress shall from time to time, meet 
on their own adjournments for the present. 

9th. That for the despatch of business, and to prevent 
interruptions, the doors at our meetings shall be shut, and 
that none but Members be permitted to take copies of the 
proceedings of this Congress. : 

10th. That no Question shall be determined en the day 
that it is agitated, if three Counties shall request that it be 
deferred to the next day. 

11th. That no Member shall be at liberty to speak more 
than twi.ee to the same point, withoui leave of the Pre.sir 
dent for the time then being. 

12th. That no Member shall absent biirisejr frorri the 
Congress ; that no Member shall depart from the Uhamher 
until the Congress be adjourned ; and that no Member shall 
depart from the City of New-York during; an adjournment 
of this Congress, without leave first obtained. 

13th. That every Member of this Congress shall keep 
secret all such matters, proceedings, and things in this 
Congress, as shall be enjoined from the Chair to be kept 
secret. 

14th. That whenever the proceedings of this Congress 
shall be published at the close of this session, all the Min- 
utes shall be published, and no part concealed, unless such 
as the unanimous voice of the Counties shall declare to be 
of a secret or unimportant nature ; but that extracts of the 



§ These are to certify, that at a meeting of the freeholders and 
tenants of Goshen Precinct, entitled to vote for. Deputies to represent 
thejrrrjn Provincial Congress, 

Voted, Unanimously, That Peter Clowes and William Allison, Esqrs., 
bo Deputies for said Precinct, in order to complete the number allotted 
to tHe T County of Orange. And at the same meeting, unanimously 
agreed, that any two of the Deputies for said County, represent them ■■ - ., . , ,,■ • --, - r - 

in said Congress, viz rorie on the south, and one on the north side of proceedings may nevertheless be published from time tc- 

the mountains. Signed by order : „ _, „, . time as the Congress shall think fit. 

,. n ..r. = j Daniel Everett, Clerk. ° 

Goshen, November 27, 1775. Resolved, That this Congress will meet ereryirnorning,. 
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JSundays excepted, at ten o'clock ; that the Congress shall 
■adjourn at one o'clock, and meet again at three o'clock. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hobart, Mr. Palmer, and Mr. 
Bleecker, be a Committee to examine and liquidate the 
Accounts of the Treasurer of this Congress, and prepare a 
■state of them to he laid before the Continental Congress, 
and that they report thereon with all convenient speed. 
° Ordered, That Mr. L' Hommedieu, Mr. Brasher, Mr. 
^ ansevoort, and Mr. Schenck, be a Committee to examine 
1 the Letters and Papers received since the dissolution of 
the last Provincial Congress, and to report the steps neces- 
sary to be taken thereon. 

Resolved and Ordered, That Messrs. Jacobus Van 
Zandt, James Beekman, Abraham Brasher, John Ray, 
and Comfort Sands, or any majority of them, be a Com- 
mittee to audit all Accounts which are or shall be payable, 
or produced for payment, in this Colony, for any charges 
or disbursements accrued, or that may accrue on account 
of the United Colonies, or by means, or on account of, 
any order of this Congress, and that they, or a majority of 
them, do certify on every Account by them audited, how 
much shall be paid on, or for such Account; aud 

Resolved and Ordered, further, That the Treasurer 
appointed by this Congress be authorized to pay and dis- 
charge on all such Accounts so audited, such sum or sums 
as shall be certified by the said Committee, or a major part 
of them, to be due and payable on or for such Accounts. 

Resolved and Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Liv- 
ingston, Esq., be Treasurer for this Congress, of all mo- 
ney received, or to be received, or that shall be issued in 
this Colony, for the general defence of America, or the 
Continental service, or the particular defence or service of 
this Colony. 

The Congress then adjourned till three o'clock, this af- 
ternoon. 

Wednesday, December 6, P. M. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Colonel Woodhull, President. 
For the_City and County of New-York. — Mr. Cortlandt, 

Mr. Ray, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Beek- 

man, Mr. Sands, Colonel Brasher, Colonel McDougall. 
Suffolk. — Mr. L'Hommedieu, Mr. Hobart. 
Albany. — Mr.Gansevoort, Colonel Nicoll, Captain Cuyler, 

Mr. Bleecker, Colonel Rensselaer. 
Westchester. — Colonel Graham, Colonel Joseph Drake, 

Colonel Gilbert Drake. 
King's.— Mr. Leffertse. 
Dutchess.— - Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr. Palmer, Mr. Cantine, Mr. Wynkoop. 
For Goshen Precinct, Orange County. — Mr. Clowes. 
" " Mr. Palmer delivered in the Returns of the Officers of 
three Companies of Minute-Men in Ulster County, which 
were rend, approved of, and ordered to be filed. 

Ordered, That the Commissions issue to the Officers of 
the said three Companies as elected and returned. 

Agreed, unanimously, That Captain John Grenell be 
recommended to the Continental Congress to be released 
from his present duty, and recommended for Captain of a 
Company of Matrosses, and that a Letter be wrote to the 
Continental Congress for that purpose. 

Ordered, That Mr. Palmer and Mr. Schenck be a Com- 
mittee to view the Arms at Allen's, the Gunsmith's, want- 
ed to be purchased for Lord Sterling, and that they agree 
for tliemTbr such of them as they think proper, and at such 
price as they think reasonable. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress, that 
additional Barracks be immediately built at the Fortifica- 
tions on the banks of the Hudson's river, in the High- 
lands, which, with those already built, will be capable of 
quartering one thousand men ; and also a Magazine suffi- 
cient to contain provisions for the like number of men for 
,one month. 

Ordered, That the Commissioners appointed to super- 
intend the building of the said Fortifications do provide the 
materials necessary for building the said Barracks and Ma- 
gazine, and they do cause the same to be built and com- 
pletely finished as soon as possible. 



The Congress then proceeded to hear all the Papers 
and Letters between the Commissioners at the Fortifica- 
tions and Bernard Romans, Engineer ; and thereupon 

Ordered, That Messrs. Nicoll, Palmer, and Joseph 
Drake, be a Committee to repair to the Fortifications in the 
Highlands, and endeavour to accommodate the difference 
subsisting between the Commissioners for erecting the said 
Fortifications and the Engineer ; and in case they shall not 
be able to accommodate the said difference, to give such 
directions as they may think necessary for expediting the 
work of the said Fortifications, in such manner as they 
shall judge best for the publick service ; and make report as 
well of the true causes of such difference, with all necessa- 
ry facts relating to the same, as of such directions as they 
shall have given for expediting the said work. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of this Congress, do advance and pay to Mr. 
John Berrien, as Commissary for the Commissioners for 
erecting the Fortifications on the banks of Hudson's River, 
in the Highlands, and one of the said Commissioners, the 
sum of one thousand Pounds on account, to enable him to 
discharge the like sum lately borrowed in the recess of the 
Provincial Congress of this Colony, by Mr. Berrien and 
two other gentlemen, to discharge debts necessarily con- 
tracted for necessaries for the said Fortifications. 

Whereas, great inconveniences may arise if any Sutlers 
or Retailers of Liquor should be permitted to suttle or retail 
Liquors among the Artificers and Labourers at the Fortifi- 
cations in the Highlands, 

Resolved and Ordered, That the Commissioners at the 
Fortifications in the Highlands do not permit or suffer any 
Sutler or Retailer of Liquor of any kino!, or under any de- 
nomination whatever, to remain at or near the said Fortifi- 
cations, amongst the Mechanicks, Labourers, or other per- 
sons at or about the said Fortifications, except such as are 
specially appointed by the commanding Officer of the Con- 
tinental Troops, for the time being, among his own Troops 
only, under his direction, and subject to military law. 

The Congress adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday A. M., December 7, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, President. 
For New-York. — Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Brasher, Captain 

Rutgers, Mr. Ray, Mr. Beekman Mr. Sands, Colonel 

McDougall, Mr. Cortlandt, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Scott. 
Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Captain Cuyler, Colonel 

Nicoll, Mr. Bleecker, Mr. Gansevoort. 
Dutchess. — Mr. Humphreys, Mr, Gilbert Livingston, Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr. Cantine, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Palmer. 
Suffolk. — Mr. Hobart, Mr. L'Hommedieu, Mr. Strong. 
King's. — Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Leffertse. 
Westchester. — Colonel Joseph Drake, Colonel Graham, 

Colonel Gilbert Drake. 
For Goshen Precinct, Orange County. — Mr. Clowes. 

A Letter from Egbert Benson, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee of Dutchess County, informing the Congress of 
a new Committee's being chosen for the said County; that 
they had again honoured him with the Chair ; that, as he 
resides in the extreme part of the County, many incon- 
veniences might arise, if all matters respecting the said 
County should be directed to him, an (T therefore, at a 
meeting of the said Committee, they had appointed Col. 
Freer, Capt. Piatt, and Messrs. John Child, Paul Schenck, 
and Peter Tappan, (all residing at Poughkeepsie,) a Com- 
mittee of Correspondence, and requesting that all Letters, 
&z,c, from this Congress respecting their County, be direct- 
ed in future to those gentlemen, was reacTanH filed. 

Another Letter from Egbert Benson, Esq., Chairman of 
the Committee of Dutchess County, dated November 28, 
1775, was read and filed, and is in tbe words following : 
"Red Hook, Dutchess County, November 28, 1775. 

"Sir: I am now to acknowledge the receipt of a letter 
from some individual members of pur. late Congress, en- 
closing copies of certain resolutions of the Continental Con- 
gress, of the 8th inst., respecting a rrbmber of men to be 
furnished by this County for the ns^ of the fortress in the 
Highlands. 
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" The letter came to hand the 18th inst., and I would im- 
mediately have called the County Committee together, but 
found it would be the saving only of a few days, the stated 
meeting being the 27th, and therefore, with the unanimous 
advice of the friends of the cause in the neighbourhood, I 
thought proper to defer the matter till that time, especially 
as the calling a special meeting, the members being dis- 
persed through the County, is attended with considerable 
expense. There was a circumstance, also, of which I sup- 
posed the Congress ignorant, that induced me to think that 
the business did not require such immediate despatch, 
namely, that Captain Havens with fifty men, belonging to 
the Continental forces (the party that escorted the Chambly 
garrison to Connecticut) were on their march to garrison 
the fortification. 

" 1 laid the letter before our General Committee on Mon- 
day last, who ordered me to write to the Colonels of the 
two Minute regiments in the County, desiring them each to 
hold a company in readiness to march at a minute's warn- 
ing, with a request also, that those gentlemen would imme- 
diately write to the commanding officer at the fortress, in- 
forming him of the places of rendezvous of their respective 
regiments. 

"This measure was advised by three members of the 
Continental Congress, whom I saw as they passed through 
this County in their way to the northward. They informed 
me that they had been at the fort where they had left part 
of two companies, and that when Mr. Havens arrived with 
his party there would be men sufficient for its present 
defence, or at least as many as could conveniently be ac- 
commodated, and therefore proposed that we should only 
hold a company or two ready to march upon an emergency. 

" I have the pleasure to inform the Congress, that seve- 
ral companies have not only turned out as volunteers, but 
have, botli men and officers, solicited the service. 

" I remain, by order of the Committee, your very hum- 
ble servant, ii E GBEaT Benson, Chairman. 
" Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President of the Provincial 

Congress, New-York," 

Ordered, That Messrs. Roosevelt and John Van Cort- 
landt wait on the Speaker of the General Assembly of this 
Colony, and inform him that the Provincial Congress, find- 
ing it inconvenient to meet in the Exchange, intend to re- 
move to the Assembly Chamber, and request him to direct 
the Clerks of the Assembly to take proper care of the Books 
and Papers of the General Assembly in such manner as he 
shall direct. 

Messrs. Roosevelt and Van Cortlandt returned, and in- 
formed the Congress that the Speaker of the General As- 
sembly has ordered Mr. Bancker to take care of the Books 
and Papers of the General Assembly, and that the Con- 
gress may use the said room immediately. 

The Letter or Note of Lieutenants Borough and Rich- 
ardson of yesterday was read, and is in the words follow- 
ing, viz : 
° " New-York, December 6, 1775. 

" Lieutenants Borough and Richardson, of the Twenty- 
Sixth Regiment, now upon their parole in this town, request 
to be informed by the Provincial Congress of New-York 
what route the garrison of St. John's has taken, and also re- 
quest that they would lengthen the enclosed papers fourteen 
days, with permission to remain a few days at Perth-Am- 
boy. Their answer to the above, sent to Mrs. Airy's, will 
much oblige those gentlemen." 

The Certificates of General Schuyler of the parole of 
those gentlemen, enclosed in the note or card above copied, 
were also read. 

An answer to Lieutenants Borough and Richardson was 
read and approved, and is in the words following, to wit : 

The Provincial Congress informs Lieutenants Borough 
and Richardson, that they are not apprized of the route 
the garrison of St. John's have taken ; that they conceive 
it out of their province to lengthen the parole of General 
Schuyler, and that the Congress conceive Colonel McDou- 
gall, as commanding officer in this city, to be the proper 
person to be applied to with respect to their going to the 
westward. 

Ordered, That the said answer, with the Certificates of 
the General, be sent to Lieutenants Borough and Richard- 
son, by the Doorkeeper. 



Colonel McDougall moved (seconded by Captain Cuy- 
ler) in the words following, viz : 

I move that Jacobus Oostrum, Johannes Medlar, and; 
Burnt Lewis, be kept in close confinement in the jail of 
Dutchess County, at their respective expense, until the fur- 
ther order of this or some future Congress; and that such 
of them who have not means to support themselves, be 
maintained at the publick expense ; provided the want of 
such means shall appear to the satisfaction of the Commit- 
tee of that County. 

Debates arose on the said motion ; and the question 
being put thereon, it was carried in the affirmative, in man- 
ner following, to wit : ■" 
For the Affirmative. For the Negative. 

3 Albany. 2 King's. 
2 Suffolk. — . ' 

2 Westchester. 2 votes. 

2 Ulster. 

4 New.York. 
2 Dutchess. 

15 votes. 

Resolved, therefore, That Jacobus Oostrum, Johannes 
Medlar, and Barnt Lewis, be kept in close confinement in 
the Jail of Dutchess County, at their respective expense, 
until the further order of this or some future Congress ; 
and that such of them who have not means to support 
themselves, be maintained at the publick expense ; pro- 
vided the want of such means shall appear to the satisfac- 
tion of the Committee of that County. 

Ordered, That a copy of this Resolution be forwarded 
to the Committee of that County. 

Messrs. Palmer and Schenck, the Committee appointed 
for purchasing one hundred stand of Arms for the Jersey 
Forces, reported that they have agreed with Jacamiah Al- 
len for sixty three-quarter bore, and forty of five-eighth 
bore Muskets, with double-bridle Locks, Bayonets, and 
Scabbards, complete, at four pounds each ; to be complete 
in ten days. 

Mr. Hobart, from the Committee appointed to examine 
the Accounts of the Treasurer, delivered in their Report, 
which was read, and is in the words following, to wit : 

Your Committee report, that they have examined the 
Treasurer's Account, and find that the money has been 
regularly paid in consequence of orders from the Commit- 
tee of Accounts, but that no separation has been made be- 
tween the Continental charges and those which are merely 
Provincial, which your Committee are of opinion ought to 
be done. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pcttit, the Doorkeeper of this Con- 
gress, do wait upon Messrs. Peter Van Brugh Livingston, 
Joseph Hallett, Thomas Smith, Benjamin Kissam, John 
Morton, Isaac Sears, Gabriel W. Ludlow, and Benjamin 
Helme, Deputies with others chosen to represent the City 
and County of New- York, in this Congress, and desire 
them to take their seats in Congress, or assign their reasons 
for their non-attendance, without delay; and that the Sec- 
retaries do furnish the said Deputies with a copy of this 
order. 

The Congress adjourned till three o'clock, this after- 
noon. — 

Thursday, P. M., December 7, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Colonel Woodhull, President. 
For New- York. — Col. Brasher, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Ray, 

Colonel McDougall, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Scott, Mr. 

Sands. 
Albany. — Captain Bleecker, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Nicoll, 

Captain Cuyler, Colonel Rensselaer. 
Dutchess. — Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr. Cantine, Mr. Palmer. 
Westchester. — Colonel Joseph Drake, Colonel Graham, 

Colonel Gilbert Drake. 
Suffolk. — Mr. Hobart, Mr. Strong, Mr. L'Hommedieu. 
King's. — Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. LefFertse. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of this Congress, do advance to John Berrien, 
as Commissary of the Commissioners for erecting the For- 
tifications on the banks of Hudson's river, in the High- 
lands, and one of the said Commissioners, the sum of one- 
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thousand pounds, for the necessary purposes of erecting the 
said Fortifications, and defraying the debts contracted on 
account thereof; that Mr. Berrien send up such part there- 
of to the other Commissioners as he may think proper or 
necessary, and retain the residue thereof in his own hands, 
to discharge the debts already contracted, or that may ne- 
cessarily be contracted by him as Commissary for the said 
Commissioners, and one of the said Commissioners. 

i Friday Morning, December 8, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Colonel WoodhuH, President. 
For New-York. — Captain Rutgers, Mr. Smith, Colonel 

Brasher, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. Beek- 

man, Mr. Ray, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Van Zandt. 
Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Colonel Nicoll, Mr. Gan- 

sevoort, Mr. Bleecker, Captain Cuyler. 
Dutchess. — Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr. Cantine, Mr. Palmer. 
Goshen Precinct, Orange County. — Mr. Clowes. 
Westchester.— Colonel Graham, Colonel Gilbert Drake, 

Colonel Joseph Drake. 
Suffolk. — Mr. Strong, Mr. Hobart. 
King's. — Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Leffertse. 

A draft of a Letter to the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., 
President of the Continental Congress, was read and ap- 
proved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, December 8, 1775. 

Sir: We are honoured with your favour of November 
-the 3d, enclosing resolves of Congress respecting the ex- 
portation of the produce of the United Colonies; the con- 
duct to be observed by the Colonies, which are not inclu- 
ded in the Restraining Act, &tc. ; of the 9tb, by express, 
enclosing resolves of Congress touching the fortresses on 
Hudson's river, in the Highlands ; of the 10th, concern- 
ing the clothing of the army in the Northern department ; 
and of the 27th, requesting us to furnish Lord Stirling 
with what fire-arms we could conveniently spare. 

It gives us pain that letters of such great importance 
should remain so long unanswered ; but the late Provincial 
Congress having broke up without appointing a Committee 
of Safety, and the present Congress not meeting till yes- 
terday, has prevented their being properly noticed. How- 
ever, a considerable number of the members who were in 
town, took upon themselves to give directions for the exe- 
cuting such parts of the resolves, respecting the fortresses 
in the Highlands, as would not admit of delay, and for 
expediting the clothing of the army, which we hope is, be- 
fore this, safely arrived in Albany. 

Not having any fire-arms belonging to the Colony 
which could be spared, a Committee has been appointed 
to purchase them m the city, who have engaged one hun- 
dred stand, to be ready in ten days. 

We shall use the utmost despatch to complete every 
thing committed to our care respecting the fortifications on 
Hudson's river. The delay in our meeting has prevented 
the raising the artillery company directed by Congress. 
We have nominated Captain John Grenell, of Colonel 
Clinton's regiment, as the most proper person we can 
meet With for the command of an artillery company. He 
now commands a detachment of that regiment at the post 
in the Highlands, from whence we cannot call him without 
leave of the Congress. As his company is at present in- 
complete, and the time of inlistment is nearly expired, we 
beg leave to suggest whether it would not be proper to 
leave the company under the command of his first lieu- 
tenant for the present. 

We pray the sense of Congress on this matter as soon 
as possible; and at the same time to be informed what is 
the establishment of the artillery with respect to pay, 
clothing, and arms. 

We doubt not but the resolves of Congress, of Novem- 
ber 1, will be most religiously observed by the inhabitants 
of this Colony. 

It gives us the highest satisfaction to find that our con- 
duct, respecting the commerce of this Colony, meets with 
the approbation of the Congress ; and the polite manner 
in which .you are pleased to communicate their vote of 
.thanks, demands our most grateful acknowledgments. 



We have the. honour to be, with the highest respect and 
esteem, sir, your most obedient, humble servants. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, President of the Congress. 

P. S. We beg leave to inform the Congress, that in obe- 
dience to their order, three companies of minute-men they 
directed, with their proper officers, are stationed in the 
Highlands, near the fortifications, and under the command 
of Captain John Grenell, the present commanding officer 
of the Continental forces at the [fortress, 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this Colony at 
Continental Congress, was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, December 8, 1775. 

Gentlemen: At this late date we acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your favours of 3d, 9th, and 28th November last, 
having been, till the 6th inst., in the unhappy predicament 
of not having members sufficient to make a .Congress. 

We are much obliged to you for putting it in our power 
to recommend, through you, an officer to command at the. 
fortress in the Highlands. We are fully of opinion with 
you, gentlemen, that the person to fill that important office 
should be not only of the strictest honesty and fidelity, but 
also well acquainted with the pass he must defend. We 
therefore recommend Gilbert Livingston, Esq , Mr. Wil- 
liam Bedlow, Mr. Thomas Grenell, and Mr. Jonathan 
Lawrence, as persons qualified for that service. 

We are pleased to find there has been an order passed in 
our favour for fifty thousand dollars, and heartily wish the 
money here, as we have many pressing calls, and not a far- 
thing to satisfy them. We earnestly entreat your utmost 
endeavours to have it forwarded to us as soon as possible. 

The five hundred pounds of powder sent to the fort in 
the Highlands, was a very seasonable supply, as that pass 
would have remained in an almost defenceless state with- 
out it. This Colony is so destitute of powder, that we are 
obliged to take the liberty of desiring you to be extremely 
pressing in Congress for the repayment of the debt due to 
us in that article. 

Yours of the 3d instant we shall duly notice as soon as 
we have expedited the many very pressing matters which 
have grown on our hands by occasion of our not being a 
body sufficient to do business for so long a time. 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants. 

To the Neiv-York Delegates in Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

Captain John McNachten, who arrived last evening from 
London, being requested by Congress to attend, and at- 
tending at the door, was called in and examined ; and his 
examination being reduced to writing, and read to him, he 
declared it was truly taken, and was thereupon filed. 

A Certificate from the Committee of the City of New- 
York, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

" Committee Chamber, New- York, December 5, 1775. 

" The General Committee hereby recommend William 
Leary as a suitable person for a Town-Major, and request 
he may be commissioned accordingly. 

"John Broome, Chairman pro tern. 

" To the Honourable the Provincial Congress, in New- 
York." 

Ordered, That a Commission be issued to the said Wil- 
liam Leary, as Town-Major of the City of New-York, 
agreeably to the said recommendation. 

A Certificate from the Committee of the City of New- 
York, was read and filed, and is in the words following, to 

wit: 

"Committee Chamber, New-York, December 5, 1775. 

"The General Committee hereby recommend Peter 
Pra Van Zandt for first Major, and Patrick Welsch Ad- 
jutant to the said regiment of militia, and request they may 
be commissioned accordingly. 

"John Broome, Chairman pro tern. 

" To the Honourable the Provincial Congress in New- 
York." 
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Ordered, That Commissions be issued to those gentle- 
men accordingly. 

Colonel McDougall informed the Congress that one 
Speight, a druggist, who formerly lived in this city, and 
returned here last evening from London, and had in many 
instances shown himself inimical to the interest and liber- 
ties of the American Colonies, was last evening appre- 
hended by some of the militia officers ; that he had thought 
it his duty to have him confined at the Guard-house, until 
he should have the orders of this Congress ; that a number 
of letters which had been taken in custody of the said 
Speight, had been sealed up in a wrapper in presence of 
the said Speight, and were now delivered into the Con- 
gress for their order. 

Thereupon, Ordered, That Mr. Scott, Mr. Roosevelt, 
and Mr. Gilbert Livingston, be a Committee to open, ex- 
amine, and inspect all the said Letters, and report sucb of 
them to this Congress as they shall find relating to publick 
matters, or necessary to be read by this Congress. 

A Petition of the General Committee of the City and 
County of New- York, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

"To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the 
Province of New- York. 

"The Petition of the General Committee for the City and 
County of New- York humbly shoiveth : 

" That your Petitioners having been informed that a 
body of troops, from a neighbouring Colony, did lately 
make their publick entry into this city at noon-day, and 
did seize and carry off the types belonging to one of the 
publick printers* of this Colony, without any authority from 
the Continental or this Congress, your Petitioners, or any 
other body having power to grant such authority ; and 
being apprehensive that such incursions, should they be 
repeated, will be productive of many great and evil con- 
sequences to the inhabitants of such place into which they 
may be hereafter made, do therefore conceive it highly 
necessary, in the present situation of publick affairs, as 
well for the sake of the internal peace and harmony of 
each Colony, as for the maintenance of the general union 
of the Continent, now happily subsisting and so essential 
at this juncture, that each of the associated Colonies on the 
Continent should have the sole management and regulation 
of its publick matters by its Congress or Committee, unless 
otherwise directed by the honourable the Continental Con- 
gress. 

" Your Petitioners therefore do most humbly pray that 
this honourable House of Delegates would be pleased to 
take the premises into their consideration, and devise some 
expedient to prevent, for the future, the inhabitants of any 
of the neighbouring Colonies coming into this, to direct 
the publick affairs of it, or to destroy the property or in- 
vade the liberty of its inhabitants, without the direction of 
the Continental or this Congress, or the Committee of 
Safety, or the Committee of the County into which such 
inhabitants may come, or of the Continental Generals, un- 
less there should be an invasion made into this Colony. 

"And your Petitioners. shall forever pray, &tc. 
" By order of the Committee : 

" John Broome, Chairman pro tern." 

The said Petition was taken into consideration, and de- 
bates arose thereon ; and after some time spent thereon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Scott, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Thomas 
Smith, Mr. Gansevoort, and Mr. Brasher, be a Committee 
to take the said Petition into consideration, and report 
thereon with all convenient speed. 

It being represented to the Congress that Mr. John Ber- 
rien, Commissary for the Commissioners for erecting the 
Fortifications in the Highlands, and one of the said Com- 
missioners, is entirely disinterested in any controversies or 
difficulties that have arisen or subsisted between the other 
Commissioners and the Engineer, and at the same time 
well acquainted therewith ; that the said John Berrien has 
also some influence with the other Commissioners, and 
with the Engineer, and is properly qualified to assist the 
Committee appointed to go up to the said Fortifications, 
to take examinations, and reduce them to writing if neces- 
sary. Therefore, - • ■ 

[* James Kivington.] 



Ordered, That Mr. John Berrien be requested to pro- 
ceed with the Committee of this Congress, appointed for 
that purpose, to the said Fortifications in the Highlands, 
to assist the said Committee in taking examinations, and 
in every other matter relating to the said Fortifications, in 
which the}' may need his aid and assistance, or find it 
useful. 

Colonel McDougall informed the Congress, that Mr. 
Bernard Romans is in want of cash, and requests an order 
for a month's pay. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of this Congress, advance to Bernard Romans, the 
sum of fifty dollars, on account of his pay, and take his 
receipt for the same. 

The Congress then adjourned to three o'clock, this after- 
noon. 

Die Veneris, 3 ho. P. M., December 8, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 
For New- York. — Col. McDougall, Mr. Thomas Smith, 

Colonel Brasher, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Scott, Mr. John 

Van Cortlandt, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Ray, Captain Rut- 
gers, Mr. Sands. 
Albany. — Colonel Van Rensselaer, Colonel Nicoll, Capt. 

Cuyler, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Bleecker. 
Dutchess County. — Mr. Livingston, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr. Cantine. 

Goshen Precinct, in Orange County. — Mr. Clowes. 
Suffolk County. — Mr. L'Hommedieu, Mr. Strong, Mr. 

Hobart. 
Westchester. — Colonel L. Graham, Colonel Joseph Drake, 

Colonel Gilbert Drake. 
King's County. — Mr. Lefferlse, Mr. Vanderbilt. 

Ordered, That Doctor John Jones and Doctor Treat be 
requested to make out with all convenient speed, a list or 
estimate of Instruments and Medicines necessary for the 
Colony in its present alarming slate, and report the same 
to this Congress. 

Mr. Hobart, from the Committee to examine the Trea- 
surer's Accounts, and to state the sums paid to the Conti- 
nental Troops by this Congress, that the Account may be 
sent to General Schuyler, proceeded to report the sums 
paid by this Congress to the Continental Troops. After 
having proceeded through a considerable part of the said 
Accounts, 

Ordered, That they be recommitted to the same Com- 
mittee to state, and finish the same, and prepare a draft of 
a Letter to General Schuyler to attend the said Accounts. 

Mr. Thomas Smith moved, and was seconded by Mr. 
James Beekman, that this Congress immediately take 
into consideration his Excellency Governour Tryon's Let- 
ter of the 4th instant, addressed to the inhabitants of this 
Colony, and express the sense of their constituents by the 
following Resolves, viz : 

Resolved, first, That the disturbed state of this Colony 
owes its origin to the misconduct of the Commander-in- 
chief of His Majesty's Forces in America, in proceeding to 
acts of opeu hostility against the inhabitants of the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, at a time when he and all the other Govern- 
ours on the Continent were possessed of the Parliamen- 
tary Resolution of the 20th February last, and before the 
same had been tendered for the consideration of the Colo- 
nies; that as that resolution was designed "to compose 
the present ferments in the Provinces, and intended for the 
basis of an accomodation," it was but reasonable to expect 
that all hostilities would cease, till the result of their 
determinations were known ; that the news of the attack 
at Lexington immediately threw this Colony into convul- 
sions, inflamed the minds of the inhabitants, led them to 
distrust the justice and candour of Government, ancf filled 
them with alarming apprehensions, that it was the design 
of Administration to force their assent to a requisition of the 
last importance to them and their posterity, with the point 
of the bayonet; that the inhabitants of this Colony con- 
sidered General Gage's conduct in this instance as not 
only reflecting the highest dishonour orr Government, and 
injurious to the character of the British nation, but highly 
insulting and disgraceful to a free people, and, therefore, 
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justly alarmed and incensed by the slaughter of their fellow- 
subjects, they naturally fled to arms for their defence. 

Resolved, secondly, That the inhabitants of this Colony 
justly boast the most unshaken loyalty to their Sovereign, 
the warmest attachment to the succession of the Crown 
in the illustrious House of Hanover, the highest veneration 
for the principles of the Revolution, the most tender affec- 
tion for their brethren in Great Britain and Ireland, and 
an ardent desire to maintain the ancient union of the two 
Countries on constitutional principles, notwithstanding the 
unexampled severities of the present Administration ; that, 
retaining the principle of their ancestors, that allegiance 
and protection are so inseparably connected that the former 
cannot exist where the latter is withheld, if any thing has 
appeared in the conduct of any that would countenance a 
charge of withholding their allegiance from their Sovereign, 
it must be attributed to an apprehension that all protection 
was withdrawn from them ; that when the present unhappy 
controversy is settled on equitable principles, which is the 
sincere wish of every good man, His Majesty will find his 
American subjects as ready to afford him every mark of 
their affection and loyalty as they manifested before the 
commencement of the present troubles, unless, by the long 
continuance of this unnatural war, their affection should be 
stifled by acts of oppression, and drowned in blood. 

Resolved, thirdly, That this Congress conceive it highly 
necessary and expedient that His Majesty should know 
the sense of this Colony on the Parliamentary Resolution 
of the 24th February, in such a way as his Excellency 
may conceive to be most constitutional, and they cannot 
but consider the Governour's address to the inhabitants, as 
a mark of his affection to them, and as proceeding from 
an anxious desire for a re-establishment of that harmony 
that has been so long interrupted by the misrepresentations 
and artifices of evil and designing men. 

Resolved, fourthly, That this Congress cannot but ex- 
press their concern that his Excellency has thought it expe- 
dient for his personal safety to withdraw for some time past 
from the usual place of his residence ; that should he think 
proper to return to this city, which is the sincere wish of 
the people, this Congress conceive it to be the bounden 
duty of the inhabitants to protect him both in his person 
and property. 

After many debates on the said motion, and the Resolu- 
tions thereto annexed, in pursuance of one of the rules 
of this Congress, at the request of the Members of Albany, 
Ulster, and Dutchess Counties, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be post- 
poned till next Monday. 

The Committee appointed to open and examine all the 
Letters taken from Speight, reported, that they had opened 
and examined all the said Letters ; that they are of opi- 
nion, that only two of the said Letters contain any such 
publick intelligence as that they should be read in Con- 

fress, to wit : A Letter from Colonel Maunsell to Peter 
r an Schaack, and a Letter from Miles Cooper to Doctor 
Auchmuty, Each of the said Letters were accordingly 
read. 

Ordered, That the Secretaries take a copy of the said 
Letter from Colonel Maunsell to Mr. Van Schaack, and a 
copy of the Letter from Miles Cooper to Doctor Auchmuty; 
and that all the other Letters be sealed by the said Com- 
mittee who examined them, and put them in such way 
that they may be forwarded agreeably to their respective 
directions. 

The Congress adjourned until to-morrow morning. 

Die Sabbati, 10 ho. A. M., December 9, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 
For New- Yor fc,— Colonel McDougall, Mr. Thomas Smith, 

Colonel Brasher, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. 

Roosevelt, Mr. Ray, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Sands, Mr. 

Scott. 
Albany. — Colonel Nicoll, Colonel Rensselaer, Captain 

Cuyler, Mr. Bleecker, Mr. Gansevoort. 
Dutchess.— Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Schenck, Mr. Gilbert 

Livingston. 
Ulster. — Mr. Cantine. 



Goshen, Orange County. — Mr. Clowes. 

Suffolk. — Mr. Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Strong. 

Westchester. — Colonel L. Graham, Colonel Joseph Drake, 

Colonel Gilbert Drake. 
King's. — Mr. Leffertse, Mr. Vanderbilt. 

Ordered, That Mr. Vanderbilt be added to the Com- 
mittee for examining the Accounts of the Treasurer of this 
Congress, instead of Mr. Palmer, who is one of the Com- 
mittee ordered to go up to the new Fortifications in the 
Highlands. 

A draft of a Letter to General Schuyler was read, and 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" In Provincial CongresB, New-York, December 9, 1775. 

Sir: Your favours of the 7th, 18th, and 20th Novem- 
ber, came duly to hand, but our not being able to form a 
Congress till the 6th inst., has occasioned their remaining 
so long unanswered. 

Herewith you have enclosed an account of the moneys 
advanced by us for the payment of theTJontinental troops. 
We have frequent applications from discharged soldiers for 
arrears of pay. As nothing is mentioned about it in their 
discharges, we are at a loss how to conduct towards them. 
We beg you will please to give directions to the proper 
officers to prevent this inconvenience for the future. 

We receive with very great satisfaction your congratu- 
lations on the glorious success of the Continental Army in 
Canada ; and we can assure you, that it is much heightened 
by the consideration, that we recommended the Generals 
who have with so much activity and success conducted an 
expedition which was attended with difficulties thought to 
be insuperable by those who were acquainted with them. 

We have the honour to be, with very great respect, 
sir, your most obedient, humble servants. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

The Account of the Moneys advanced to the Troops 
raised in this Colony, enclosed in the said Letter, is in the 
words and figures following : 

1775. July 5, Colonel McDougall, subsist- 
ence for the First Regiment, £300 
Aug't.l, Colonel Clinton, subsistence for 

his Regiment, 1500 

" Colonel McDougall, subsistence 

for his Regiment, - - - - 500 

" Col. Van Cortland t, subsistence 

of Colonel Holmes's Regiment, 200 

" Colonel Van Schaack, subsistence 

for his Regiment, - - - - 1000 

" 12, Colonel Holmes, subsistence for his 

Regiment, 700 

" 29, Robert Johnson, of Colonel Clin- 
ton's Regiment, subsistence for 
his Company, 100 00 

" 30, Colonel Holmes, subsistence for 

his Regiment, 600 

" %l t Co)one\McDougall, subsistence of 
Captain Lamb's Company of 

Artillery, 250 

Sep't. 2, Major Tuthill, of the Fourth Re- 
giment, two months' subsist- 
ence for himself, and JobMul- 
ford, Adjutant of said Reg't, 41 6 8 

" Colonel McDougall, subsistence 

for his Regiment, - - - - 500 

" 4, Colonel McDougall, subsistence 

for his Regiment, - - - - 1006 11 1 

" 8, Lieutenant William Crane, of Col. 
Holmes's Regiment, subsist- 
ence for his Regiment, - - 30 

" 23, Captain John Hulbert, subsistence 

for his Company, - - - - 192 15 II 

" 23, Capt. John Hulbert, two months' 
subsistence for him and two 
Subalterns, ------ 37 68 

" 23, Capt. Daniel Griffin, two months' 
subsistence for him, and two 
Subalterns, ------ 37 68 

" 23, Captain Griffin, subsistence for 

his Company, 217 1J 
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Sept.30, Captain John Grenell, subsistence 

for his Company, - - - - 

Oct. 2, Andrew Moodie, Adjutant of the 

Third Regiment, subsistence 

for his Company, - - - - 

" 2, Colonel McDougall, subsistence of 

First Regiment, - - - - 

" 13, Capt. John Grenell, subsistence 

for his Company, - - - - 

2, Colonel McDougall, subsistence 

for his Regiment, - 



Nov. 



31 1 3| 



10 
377 1 9 
177 13 9 



- - 600 



£8,508 3 Hi 



Mr. Thomas Smith moved, and was seconded by Mr. 
Leffertse, in the words following to wit : 

I move that a Committee be appointed to draft a Let- 
ter to our Delegates, stating the present situation of this 
Colony, and the sense of this Congress on the measures 
necessary to be taken in the present alarming state of our 
publick affairs. 

And the same being agreed, nem. con., 

Ordered, That Mr. Scott, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Thomas 
Smith, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Brasher, and Mr. Gilbert 
Livingston, be a Committee for that purpose, and that 
they report with all convenient speed. 

Mr. James Beekman has leave of absence for the resi- 
due of this day. 

A draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this Colony at 

Continental Congress was read, and approved of, and is in 

the words following, to wit : 

New- York, December 9, 1775. 

Gentlemen: It must appear very obvious to you, that 
this Colony will require a fund to defray such expenses as 
have arisen, or may be incurred on its particular account. 
The last Congress, attentive to this, resolved to emit the sum 
of forty-five thousand pounds for that purpose. The bills 
are now ready for signing, but this Congress are apprehen- 
sive that the great variety of paper emissions now in circula- 
tion with the addition of such others as may be emitted, may 
endanger a depreciation, or prevent so extensive a circula- 
tion as may be necessary to answer the ends for which they 
were intended. 

Those evils, they think, will be prevented by making all 
paper money to be issued for the defence of America, 
whether general or particular, Continental currency. They, 
therefore, request you to take the sense of Congress, 
whether they will lend this Colony the sum above-men- 
tioned, for the sinking of which they are ready to engage 
the Colony. As this money is immediately wanted, and 
as our bills are ready for signing, we beg you to obtain the 
determination of the Congress on this matter as speedily as 
possible, and transmit it to us. 

We are, with great truth and regard, your very humble 
servants. By order of the Congress. 
To the Delegates for the Colony of New- York in Con- 
gress, at Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

Resolved, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of the Congress of this Colony, be requested to 
enter in Bond to Nathaniel Woodhuil, John Vanderbilt, 
Isaac Roosevelt, Jacob Cuyler, and Robert Van Rensselaer, 
Esqrs., in the sum of twenty thousand Pounds, New-York 
money, with such security as those gentleman shall ap- 
prove of, with a condition faithfully to execute the said 
office of Treasurer, and to render accounts of all moneys 
by him received, when thereunto required. 

And Resolved, That one hundred and fifty Pounds per 
annum, and at the same rate for any longer or shorter time, 
be allowed to him as a Salary for his trouble in executing 
the office of Treasurer, to be computed from the 8th day 
of July last, on which he was first appointed Treasurer. 

A draft of a Letter to the Committee of Tryon County 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, December 9, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Congress have this day entered into 
the consideration of your letter of 28th October, and are 



questing an answer from him whether he would allow his 
tenants to form themselves into companies and associate 
with their brethren of your County, according to the re- 
solves of the Continental Congress, for the defence of our 
liberties, was improper with respect to him, and too conde- 
scending on your parts, as it was a matter that came pro- 
perly within your province, and to which we doubt not but 
you are competent, as you have a line of conduct prescribed 
to you by Congress. With respect to your second ques- 
tion to him, whether he would take any active part in the 
controversy at present subsisting between Great Britain 
and her Colonies, we conceive to be very proper, and 
thank you for your information on that head. As to the 
third question, we conceive that he can claim no title to the 
Court-house and Jail in your County, as we are credibly 
told that his father, Sir William Johnson, did, in his life 
time, convey the same to two gentlemen in trust for the 
use of your County; however, as an attempt to use the 
same for the purpose of confining persons inimical to our 
country may be productive of bad consequences, we beg 
leave to recommend to you to procure some other place 
which may answer the end of a Jail, and give you our ad- 
vice not to molest Sir John as long as he shall continue 
inactive, and not impede the measures necessary to be car- 
ried into execution from being completed. 

We are extremely sorry that Mr. White has, by his im- 
prudent conduct, rendered himself justly obnoxious to you. 
The best advice we can give you in this unhappy affair is, 
that if you are of opinion that his exercising his office will 
be dangerous to your liberties and security, that you per- 
mit the office to be exercised by his Deputy, and that you 
draw up a petition, get as many persons of your County to 
sign it as possible, and present it to the Governour of this 
Colony, setting forth that it is very disagreeable to the peo- 
ple in general that he should execute that office, and pray- 
ing that he may be displaced, and his place supplied by a 
person who would be acceptable to the people of your 
County. 

We are, most respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient, 
humble servants, 

To Nicholas Herkimer, Esqr., Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Tryon County. 

P. S. The credentials from your County for Mr. Moore 
are not yet arrived, though several letters have been for- 
warded to you for that purpose. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. . ... 

Resolved and ordered, That Messrs. Jacobus Van 
Zandt, John Vanderbilt, and Comfort Sands, be a Com- 
mittee to plan a voyage or voyages for at least two ; or 
more Vessels, to be laded and sent out on account of the 
Congress of this Colony, and for the benefit of this Colony, 
to procure Ammunition, Arms, and such other articles as 
will be necessary for the general defence of this Colony, 
and to procure proper Vessels for that purpose ; and that_ 
the said Committee report such plan prplans as they shall 
think proper or propose, with all convenient speed. 

The day being far advanced, the Congress adjourned 
till Monday next, at ten o'clock, A. M. 



Die Lunas, 10 ho. A. M., December 11, 1775. 

The following gentlemen met pursuant to adjournment : 

Nathaniel Woodhuil, Esq., President. 
For New- York.— Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, 

Mr. Beekman, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. 

Hallett, Mr. Scott, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sands. 
Albany.— Colonel Rensselaer, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 
voort, Mr. Bleecker. 
Dutchess. — Mr. G. Livingston. 
Ulster. — Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine. 
Westchester.— Colonel L. Graham, Colonel G. Drake. 
Suffolk.— Colonel Woodhuil, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Wickham, 

Mr. David Gilston. 
Tryon. — Mr. John Moore. 

Benjamin Lindsay, attending at the door, in obedience 
to the Order of the late Provincial Congress, when he ob- 
tained permission to lade his last Cargo for Rhode-Island, 
sent in a Certificate of Governour Cooke, in the words and 
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" Prpvidcnce, December 4, 1775 . 
" This may certify that Captain Benjamin Lindsay has 
imported and landed in Providence, one hundred and 
twelve barrels of Flour, it being the whole quantity that he 
brought Trom New- York in the sloop Fly. 

" Nicholas Cooke, Governour." 

Benjamin Lindsay also produced a Certificate from Go- 
vernour Cooke, under the seal of the Colony of Rhode- 
Island, requesting a further supply of Provisions ; and he 
was directed to apply therewith to the General Committee 
oj" the City of Neic- York. 

The Members of King's County, and two Members of 
Dutchess County, being, by the violence of the wind, de- 
tained on Long-Island, and without them, or some of them, 
there is not a sufficient number of Members to form a Con- 
gress, 

The Members present adjourned to three o'clock. 

3 ho. P. M., December 11, 1775. 

The gentlemen, above named, who attended this morn- 
ing, attended again this afternoon, together with Mr. 
Schenck, for Dutchess County; but for want of another 
Member for Dutchess, or a Representation for King's 
County, they could not proceed to any material business 
which required a full representation. 

Mr. Elias Nipcon, lately returned from Boston, by re- 
quest attending at the door, was called in, and his informa- 
tion reducedtp writing, and filed. 

The gentlemen present then adjourned till ten o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Die Martis, 10 ho. A. M., December 12, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Nathaniel Woodhidl, Esq., President. 
For New-York. — Thomas Smith, Colonel Brasher, Mr. 

Van Zandt, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Ray, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. 

Sands, Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall. 
Albany. — Col. Rensselaer, Captain Cuyler, Mr. Bleecker, 

Mr. Gansevoort. 
Dutchess. — Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Schenck, Mr. G. Liv- 
ingston. 
Ulster.— Mr. Cantine, Mr. Wynkoop. 
Qrsnge. — Mr. Clowes, Mr. Herring. 
Suffolk. — Mr. Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Strong, Mr. 

Wickham. 
Westchester. — Colonel L. Graham, Colonel G. Dra.ke, 

Mr. Stephen Ward, 
King's. — Mr. Leffertse, Mr. Vanderbilt. 
Tryon. — Mr. Moore. 

John Interring, Esq., one of the Deputies for Orange 
County, produced a Certificate of TJiomas Outwater, Esqr., 
Chairman of the County Committee ;* whereby it is cer- 
tified that at a meeting of the freeholders of the Town, of 
Orange, in Orange County, at the house of Mr, Jost Ma- 
hpe, on_the_ 9th_ day of December, 1775, it was resolved, 
that John Herring, Peter Clowes, William Allison, Ann 
Hawke Hay, Theunis Cuyper, and Jeremiah Clarke, 
Esquires, or any two or more of them be, and are fully 
authorized to represent the said County of Orange in Pro- 
vincial Congress of this Colony, now convened in the City 
of New-York. 

The same being read and approved, was ordered to be 
filed; and ordered that Mr. Herring take his seat. 

And the Congress being well informed that the two 
other Precincts in Orange County have elected the same 
Members, and agreed that any two Members shall repre- 
sent the County, and that the returns will speedily be sent 
into Congress, 

Ordered and agreed, That Mr. Clowes and Mr. Her- 
ring represent Orange County, and be received to give 
the vote of_the County. 

Mr. John Moore, the Deputy for Tryon County, pro- 

* These arc to certify, that at a meeting of (he freeholders of the 

Town of Orange, in Orange County, at the house of Mr. Joseph Ma. 

bgr, the 9th day of December, 1775, it was resolved that John Herring, 

Pe%er Clowes, William Allison, Ann Hawke Ha,y, Theunis Cuyper, and 

Jeremy Clarke, Esquires, or any two or more of them, be and are fully 

authorized .and empowered to represent the said County of Orange in 

Provincial Congress of this Colony now convened in the City of New- 

YorF. By order : ~ n ^,. • _ 

•" Thoma.8 Qutwater, Chairman.^ 



duced a Letter from the Committee of Tryon County, 
bearing date the 7th November last, and signed by Ebenezer 
Cox, Chairman pro tempore,* whereby it appears that they 
had elected two Delegates to represent their County in 
this Congress; that by a majority of the votes of the free- 
holders assembled, the said John Moore and Isaac Paris 
were elected ; and the said Letter also directs him to lay 
sundry matters before this Congress, wheTeby it appears to 
Congress that it is the design of the County that Mr. 
Moore should represent that County until another Member 
arrives. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be filed, and that Mr. 
Moore take his seat and be received to represent Tryon 
County. 

The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of 
the General Committee of the City and County of New- 
York, reported it as their opinion, that a Letter should be 
written to the Governour of the Colony of Connecticut on, 
the subject-matter of the said Petition, and they reported a,. 
draft of such Letter; which was read. 

And the question being asked, whether the Congress 
will receive the said report, in was agreed tp be received, 
and by order was read a second, time, 

And many debates arose thereon, and amendments mad.e 
and debated on, until the morning is so far elapsed, that the 
further consideration thereof is ordered to be deferred, till 
the afternoon. 

Mr. Van Zandt, from the Committee appointed, to plan 
a voyage or voyages for two or more Vessels, in order to 
procure Ammunition and other necessaries, reported a plan 
of a voyage for three Vessels to Europe. 

The same was read, and after some debates thereon, the 
same was recommitted to the same Committee for re.cop, 
sideration and amendments. 

The Congress then adjourned to three o'clock, P. M- 

Die Martis, 3 ho. P. M., Deqember 12, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present : Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 

For New- York. — Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, 
Mr. Scott, Mr, Thomas Smith, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Ray, 
Mr. Sands, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Van Zandt. 

Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Captain Cuyler, Mr. Gan- 
sevoort, Mr. Bleecker. 

Dutchess. — Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Schenck, Mr. Gilbert 
Livingston. 

Suffolk. — Colonel Woodhull, Mr. Strong, Mr, Hobart, 
Mr. Wickham, Mr. Gilston. 

Ulster. — Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine. 

Westchester^— Colonel Gijbert Drake, Colonel Lewis Gra- 
ham, Mr. Ward. 

Orange. — Mr. Clowes, Mr. Herring. 

Tryon. — Mr- John Moore, 

King's. — Mr. Leffertse, Mr. Vanderbilt. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the draft of 
the Letter to the Governour of the Colony of Connecti- 
cut, which was reported in the morning by the Comrnit- 
tee appointed to consider the Petition from th,e City of 
New- York. 

* Tryon Cobnty Committee Chamber, November 7, 1775. Snj : In 

conformity to your last letters, of the 18th and 19th of October last, we 
voted at this, our Assembly, two new Delegates for our Provincial Con- 
gress, thinking them sufficient in number to represent there out Coun- 
ty; but by majority of the votes of the freeholders assembled, the chojeq 
fell again upon your person to remain in that office, being : 'hitherto we'll 
contented with your service. And with you, Isaac Paris was | chosen as 
another member on that purpose. We shall be not oblivious to satisfy 
your request in regard to your stay at Ncw-York. Please to despatch 
us the commissions for our Militia, and to procqro us answer? front the. 
Congress concerning our voting of a sheriff, and the dangerous crew 
in and about Johnstown, who, under the authority of Sir John Johnson, 
increase and behave actually in opposition, tomakc use of our County 
Jail for our wants. The Indian, William Johnson, is again here, in the 
Canajoharie castle, and brags very boldly of his hostilo acts; publickly 
damneth the Committee, and threatened them to kill ercry member, 
and also to burn and destroy the settlements along the Mohawk river 
and its neighbourhood, yet before the fall. Pray lay thero before the 
honourable Congress, and procure us with speed their opinions or or- 
ders about those dangerous circumstances. You will thereby oblige 
the whole County, and in particular, sir, your fripnds and humble ser- 
vants. By order of the Committee: 

Ehejjszer Cox, Chairman, P. T. 
Mr John Moore. 

V. S. As the Congress is dissolved, we shall have soon anew elec- 
tion qf Committees, for our County. Please, therefore, immediately to 
send up your account of your demand against the Commi.tlee, "if you 
have any, to settle and examine the same before our dissolution! - 
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After some time spent therein, and many amendments 
made thereto, the same was again read, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New. York, Dec. 12, 1775. 

Sir : It gives us concern that we are under the necessity 
of addressing you, on a subject that has given great discon- 
tent to the inhabitants of the City and County of New- York. 
We are informed by a petition from the General Commit- 
tee, that a body of troops from your Colony, lately made a 
publick entry into this city at noonday, and seized and car- 
ried off the types belonging to one of the publick printers, 
without any authority from the Continental or this Con- 
gress, or their Committee. While we consider this con- 
duct as an insult offered to this Colony, we are disposed 
to attribute it to an imprudent, though well intended, zeal 
for the publick cause, and cannot entertain the most distant 
thought that your Colony will approve of the measure. It 
is unnecessary to use arguments to show the impropriety of 
a proceeding that has a manifest tendency to interrupt that 
harmony and union which at present happily subsists 
throughout, and is so essential to the interest of the whole, 
Continent. It is our earnest desire, that you would take 
the most effectual steps to prevent any of the people of 
your Colony from entering into this for the like purposes, 
unless invited by our Provincial Congress, a Committee of 
Safety, or the General Committee of one of our Counties, 
as we cannot but consider such intrusions as an invasion of 
our essential rights as a distinct Colony; and common jus- 
tice obliges us to request that you would give orders that 
all the types be returned to the Chairman of the General 
Committee of the City and County of Neiv- York. We 
believe you will not consider this requisition as an attempt 
to justify the man from whom the types were taken. We 
are fully sensible of his demerits; but we earnestly wish 
that the glory of the present contest for liberty may not 
be sullied by an attempt to restrain the freedom of the 
Press. 

The same body of troops, we are informed, seized the 
Mayor of the Burough of Westchester, the Rector of that 
Parish, and one of the Justices of the County, and car- 
ried them to your Colony. Mr. Seabury, we are inform- 
ed, is still detained. If such should be the case, we must 
entreat your friendly interposition for his immediate dis- 
charge ; the more especially as, considering his ecclesiastick 
character, (which, perhaps, is venerated by many friends to 
liberty,) the severity that has been used towards him may 
be subject to misconstructions prejudicial to the common 
cause. 

And the more effectually to restrain such incursions, 
which, if repeated, may be productive of mischief of the 
most serious consequence, and as w T e would be exceedingly 
sorry to give room for jealousies among individuals in your 
Colony that we are desirous to damp the spirit of liberty, 
or countenance any of its enemies among us, we propose 
to apply to the Continental Congress, not by way of com- 
plaint, but for such a general regulation on this subject as 
may as well prevent such jealousies as any future incursions 
by the inhabitants of either Colony into the other for the 
apprehending or punishing any enemy or supposed enemy 
to the cause of liberty, without application to the Congress, 
the Committee of Safety, or the Committee of the County, 
within the jurisdiction of which such person shall reside, or 
command of the Continental Congress. 

We are sir, with the utmost respect and esteem, your 
most obedient servants. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour 
of the Colony of Connecticut. 

And debates arising on the said Letter, as now amended, 
and the question being asked, whether the said Letter is 
approved of, and shall be ordered to be engrossed and sent, 
it was carried in the affirmative, in manner following: 

For the Letter's being engrossed and Against the Letter, 
sent to Governour Trumbull. 

4 New- York. 2 Tryon. 

2 King's. 2 Westchester. 

3 Albany. — 

2 Ulster . 4 votes. 

2 Dutchess. Dissentients, Colonel Graham, from 

2 Suffolk. Westchester; Colonel McDougall, 

— Mr. Sands, from New- York. 

15 votes. 

Ordered therefore, That the said Letter be engrossed 
Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 



and signed by the President, so as to be ready to be trans- 
mitted when directed. 

Mr. Hobart informed the Congress, that the Chairman 
of the Committee of Huntington reported, that the Cap- 
tain of the Second Company of the First Regiment, was 
promoted to a Majority, and that the following gentlemen 
were thereupon elected Officers of that Company, to wit: 
Jonathan Titus, Captain ; Joshua Rogers, First Lieuten- 
ant ; and Thomas Brush, Second Lieutenant : And that 
the Chairman of the said Committee of Huntington, re- 
ported, that the Captain of the Third Company of the said 
Third Regiment had resigned, and that the following gen- 
tlemen were elected, to wit : Joel Scudder, Captain ; Na- 
thaniel Buffett, First Lieutenant; Epenetus Smith, Second 
Lieutenant; John Hart, Ensign. 

Ordered, That Commissions be issued to those gentle- 
men, in the order above named. 

Colonel Hay, from Haverstraiv Precinct, in Orange 
County, produced a Certificate of the Joint Committee of 
Orangetown and Haverstraiv, signed by Thomas Out- 
water, their Chairman, and dated the 7th instant ; which 
being read, is to the following effect : 

" Orange County. 

" At a meeting of the freeholders and inhabitants of the 
Precinct of Haverstraiv, the 7th day of November, ultimo ; 
and also at a meeting of the freeholders and inhabitants of 
Orangetown the same day, and by several adjournments 
after in Orangetown, the following persons were chosen to 
represent the South part of the said County in particular, 
and the said County in general, in Provincial Congress of 
this Colony: In the Precinct of Haverstraw, Colonel A. 
Haivkes Hay and Theunis Cuyper, Esqrs., and in Orange 
town, John Herring, Esq., and that any one of the said De- 
puties shall represent the south side of the mountains in the 
said County in particular; and that any two of the six Depu- 
ties chosen in the said County, to represent the said County 
in general. That in pursuance thereof, the Joint Commit- 
tee of the towns of Orange and Haverstraw, do certify 
that Return to be a sufficient voucher for the said Deputies 
as they may severally attend at this Provincial Congress." 

The same was read and approved of, and ordered to be 
filed ; and ordered that Colonel Hay take his seat. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Thanks of this Con- 
gress be, and they are hereby given, to those of the inha- 
bitants of the Colony of Connecticut 1 who so cheerfully 
gave their aid at the request of the Committee of West- 
chester County , in the late suppression of the Insurgents 
in that County, against the cause of liberty. 

Mr. Scott then moved, and was seconded by Mr. Ho- 
bart, that the Congress enter into, and add a Resolution, 
in the words following, to wit : 

And whereas, considering the situation of some of the 
Counties in this Colony, aid for the like purposes may often 
be most conveniently had from a neighbouring Colony, or 
a distant County within this Colony; that the power here- 
tofore given to Committees, for calling in the assistance of a 
neighbouring County, be extended so far as to enable the 
County Committees respectively to apply for assistance 
from a neighbouring Colony, or any County within this 
Colony. 

Debates arose on the said motion, and the question being 
put, whether the Congress will add such Resolution to the 
next preceding, it was carried in the affirmative, in the 
manner following, to wit: 

For the Affirmative. For the Negative. 

2 Westchester. 2 King's County. 

2 Dutchess. 

3 Albany. 
2 Suffolk. 
2 Tryon. 

4 New- York.— Mr. Thos. Smith awl 
2 Orange. Roosevelt, dissenting. 
2 Ulster. 

19 votes. 

Ordered, therefore, That a Resolution be entered, in 
the words following, to wit : And whereas, considering the 
situation of some of the Counties in this Colony, aid for 
the like purposes may often most conveniently be had from 
a neighbouring Colony, or a distant County within this 
Colony : 

Resolved, That the power heretofore given to Commit- 
26 
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tees for calling in the assistance of a neighbouring County, 
be extended so far as to enable the County Committees, 
.respectively, to apply for assistance to a neighbouring Co- 
lony, or any County within this Colony. 

Major Brush, from Huntington, was admitted, and gave 
some information of reports of the disaffection of sundry 
people in Queen's County, and of a suspicion that they 
had about inlisling Negroes. 

A Letter from the Committee of Dutchess County, dated 
the 5th instant, was read and filed, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

Poughkecpsie, December 5, 1775. 

"Gentlemen : Some few days past three men were com- 
mitted to jail, in consequence of an order from the General 
Committee of Dutchess County, on a charge of having aid- 
ed and assisted Peter Harris in inlisling men for the Mi- 
nisterial army. The Committee of Poughkecpsie Precinct 
having reason to believe that some further discovery might 
be made of the pernicious scheme carrying on in this 
County against the friends of American liberty, as well to 
procure further evidences against said prisoners, the Chair- 
man issued citations for a number of persons to appear 
before said Committee the 4th instant, on which day most 
of them appeared, and Mr. Justice Ellis being called in to 
qualify them, three persons, whom the Committee deemed 
the most material witnesses, refused to be sworn, and con- 
temned the authority of the Committee, saying they had 
taken good counsel so to do. 

" And the Committee being of opinion that there are 
several very officious Ministerial agents in this County, who 
have corrupted the minds of many of the ignorant and baser 
sort of men among us, maliciously telling them the Whigs 
were in rebellion, the King would conquer them, and their 
estates be forfeited ; and, if they lake up arms against them, 
the King, for their services, will give them the Whigs' pos- 
sessions : The Committee taking these matters into consi- 
deration, and being of opinion that the denial of their 
authority is of the last importanco, and it not being clear 
that any particular rule is pointed out by Congress, think it 
expedient to solicit their advice in the premises. 

" We are, gentlemen, your most obedient and very 
humble servants, 

" By order of the Committee : 

" Samuel Dodge, Chairman. 
" Provincial Congress, New- York." 

The same being read and considered, thereupon 
Resolved, That if any person or persons, being brought 
before the Committee of any County, Town, Manor, Pre- 
cinct, or District, within this Colony, to give in his, her, or 
their evidence on oath, or by affirmation, according to the 
best of his, her, or their knowledge, in any matter or charge, 
within the authority or jurisdiction of such Committee, 
brought against any other person or persons, shall refuse to 
give his, her, or their evidence, respectively, on oath or 
affirmation, he, she, or they so refusing shall be immediate- 
ly committed to safe custody, at his, her, or their own pri- 
vate expense; there to remain until he, she, or they con- 
sent to be qualified, and give in his, her, or their evidence 
or testimony as aforesaid. 

Mr. C/otves obtained leave of absence to goto Queen's 
County. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, at ten 
o'clock. 

Die Mercurii, 10 ho. A. M„ December 13, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present : Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 

For New- York.— Mr. Scott, Mr. Thomas Smith, Colonel 
McDougall, Mr. Roosevelt, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Beek- 
man, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sands, Captain Rutgers. 

Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 
voort. 

Ulster. — Mr. Cantine, Mr Wynkoop. 

King's. — Mr. Leffertse, Mr. Vanderbilt. 

Dutchess, — Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Schenck, Mr. Gilbert 
Livingston, 

Westchester. — Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel Lewis Gra- 
ham, Mr. Ward. 

Orange. — Mr. Herring. 



Tryon. — Mr. John Moore. 

Suffolk. — Colonel Woodhull, Mr. Strong, Mr. Hobart, 
Mr. Wickham, Mr. Gelston. 

A Letter from Gilbert Potter, of Huntington, of the 10th 
instant, which was read yesterday, was again read, and is 
in the words following, to wit : 

"Huntington, December 10, 1775. 

"Sm: This you will receive by Major Brush, who is 
appointed by the Committee of this town to lay before 
the Congress the state of the town ; and, as there is a 
number of commissions wanted, should be glad they may 
be sent up by the Major, for the following gentlemen, 
viz : For the Second Company : Jonathan Titus, Captain ; 
Joshua Rogers, First- Lieutenant ; Thomas Brush, Second- 
Lieutenant. For the Third Company : Joel Scudder, 
Captain ; Nathaniel Buffelt, First-Lieutenant ; Ejpinetus 
Smith, Second-Lieutenant ; John Heart, Ensign. 

"And as Mr. Brush is acquainted with the state of the 
town, as to their slackness in military preparations, as also 
that we have great reason to believe all methods are used 
by our neighbours to make them indifferent In this great 
contest, we not only beg your advice, but assistance; for 
it is my opinion if there is not a sufficient number of men 
immediately sent to effectually subdue Queen's County, 
and to intimidate the people amongst us, a great many from 
here will be in a little better ruffcll than" the Rebels of 
Queen's County, which we have great reason to believe is 
making interest with our slaves and other servants. 

"Sir, I should have wrote to the President, but hearing 
of your not making a House. You will be pleased to com- 
municate this to Congress. 

" I would further add, I have exerted myself in my sta- 
tion ; but if nothing is done by your House, I must be 
obliged to desist. But as to myself, as an individual, lam 
determined to live and die free. 

" I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

" Gilbert Potter. 
" To John S. Hobart, Esq., in Provincial Congress." 

The Affidavit of Samuel Nostran and Isaac Loosie, of 
the 3d instant, was also again read, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

" Samuel Nostran and Isaac Loosie deposeth, That, on 
the 30th day of November last they were at Hempstead, at 
the house of John Nostran, who told them, the said depo- 
nents, that there was a great quantity of powder at Cap- 
tain Richard Hulate's, at Rockaway, and that he, the said 
John Nostran, was one that mounted guard over the pow- 
der the night before. 

" The said deponents further saith, that they saw Jacob 
Nostran, who told them, the said deponents, that there 
was a great quantity of powder, ball, small-arms, and some 
cannon, which came from the Asia, man-of-war, with the 
Lieutenant of the man-of-war and some other officers, and 
landed at Rockaway ; and that it was carried to Captain 
Hulate's, who came from on board the Asia with the said 
stores, and that he, the said Jacob Nostran, mounted 
guard over the said military stores the night before. 

"And the said deponents further saith, that they were at 
the house of Isaac Denton, Sen., at Rockaway, who told 
them, the said deponents, that there was a vast quantity of 
powder and ball, and a plenty of small-arms, and some can-" 
non at Captain Hulate's, which came from on board the 
Asia, man-of-war, and that Captain Hulate and the Lieu- 
tenant of the man-of-war came with it; and that he, the 
said Denton, had some of the powder, which cost him 
nothing, and that whenever they wanted more they could 
have it by making application for it ; and that he, the said 
Isaac Denton, mounted guard over the said military stores 
the night before; and that he, the said Denton, would fight 
against the country while he could see a damned Whig 
left. 

" And the said deponents further saith, that they saw 
Benjamin Eldred, and a number of others, who told them 
much to the same effect. 

" The said deponents further saith, that on the 2d instant 
they saw William Nostran, of Hempstead, who told them, 
the said deponents, that the Captains of the several Com- 
panies met at Captain Hulate's on Thursday last, to take, 
each of them, a quantity of powder to distribute in their 
several Companies, and that they expected a number of 
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people from Connecticut to land at Huntington and march 
amongst them; and that upon the arrival of the Connecti- 
cut people, they expected intelligence would be given by 
some person from Huntington to John Hulate, Esq., and 
thai he, the said John Hulate, would carry intelligence 
immediately to Hempstead, and that there they would fire 
a cannon to alarm the country in general to oppose them. 

" The said deponents further saith, that they saw William 
Nosiran and John Smith, of Hempstead, who told them 
that there was a man who belonged on board the Asia, 
called a Gunner, left amongst ihem to work the cannon. 
On Monday next they were to meet, to agree where to 
place their cannon. And further saith not. 

" Samuel Nostran, 
" Isaac Loosie. 

" Sworn to before me, in Huntington, this 3d day of De- 
cember, 1775. 

" ZopharPlatt, Justice of the Peace." 

The Affidavit of Samuel Nosiran, of the 11th instant, 
was also read, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Suffolk County, Huntington, December 11, 1775. 

" Then Samuel Nosiran, yeoman, appearing before me, 
Jesse Brush, one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace for 
said County, and declaring on oath as follows: that is, Mr. 
Nosiran says that he was at Hempstead on Thursday, the 
30ih day of November ; that John Smith, Isaac Denton, and 
Benjamin Kldert, told him that they were informed by the 
Lieutenant of the man-of-war, that there were five thousand 
of the Regular troops expected either from Boston or from 
home, and that they were to land at Rockaway; and that 
John Smith further told him that they kept their fat cattle 
on that account, and did not sell any, expecting a market 
there at home ; and that the said John Smith had then a 
considerable quantity of fat cattle by him. 

" Samuel Nostran. 

" Sworn to before me, "Jesse Bkush." 

The Congress then went into the consideration of the 
said Letter and Affidavits, and the information of Major 
Brush, on the state of Queen's County ; and thereupon a 
motion was made by Mr. Hobart, and seconded, that the 
Congress come to a determination in the following words, 
to wit : 

Whereas this Congress has received information, that a 
number of disaffected persons in Queen's County have been 
supplied with Arms and Ammunition, from on board the Asia 
ship-of-war, and are arraying themselves in a military man- 
ner to oppose the measures taken by the United Colonies, 
for the defence of their just rights and privileges, and have 
thrown out many threatening expressions against sundry 
persons in that and the neighbouring Counties: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress, that 
such conduct is inimical to the common cause of the Uni- 
ted Colonies, and ought not by any means to be suffered, 
but that measures should be immediately taken to put a 
stop to it. 

Therefore, Ordered, That the inhabitants of said Coun- 
ty do appear, by a Committee, before this Congress, on 
Wednesday next, at ten of the o'clock in the morning, to 
give satisfaction in the premises. 

And Ordered, That sundry copies of the above Reso- 
lution and Order be delivered to some of the principal in- 
habitants in Queen's County. 

Mr. Thomas Smith moved, and was seconded by Mr. 
Lefferlse, the said Resolve and Orders relating to Queen's 
County, be turned into a Letter. And the question being 
put thereon, it was determined in the negative, in manner 
following, to wit : 

For the Negative. For the Affirmative. 

2 Westchester, 2 Try on County, 

2 Dutchess. 

3 Albany. 
2 Suffolk. 
2 Ulster. 

4 New-York. — T. Smith dissenting. 

15 votes. 
Ordered, thereupon, That the said determination be 
made a part of the Minutes, and that the Secretaries 
get one hundred copies thereof printed, with all possible 
despatch. 



The following is one of the printed Notices sent pursu- 
ant to the order of Congress, viz : 

"In Provincial Congress, New-York, December 12, 1775; 

" Whereas this Congress has received undoubted iri'- 
formation, that a number of disaffected persons in Queen's 
County have been supplied with Arms and Ammunition 
from on board the Asia ship-of-war, and are arraying them- 
selves in military manner, to oppose the measures taking 
by the United Colonies, for the defence of their just rights 
and privileges: 

"Ordered, That of Jamaica Township: Captain Benja- 
min Whitehead, Charles Ardin, Joseph French, Esq., Jo- 
hannes Polhemus ; — Newtown: Nath. Moor, John Moor, 
Sen., Captain Samuel Hallet, John Moor, Jun., William 
We y man, John Shoals, Jeromus Rapalye ; — Flushing 
Township: John Millet; — Hempstead Township : Justice 
Gilbert Van Wyck, Daniel Kissam, Esq., of Cow-Neck, 
Captain Jacob Molt, Thomas Cornell, of Rockaway, Ga- 
briel C. Ludloiv, Richard Hewlel, Capt, Charles Hicks, 
Doctor Martin, Justice Samuel Clowes; — Oyster-Bay: 
Justice Thomas Smith, Justice John Hewitt, of Hog-Isl- 
and, Capt. George Weeks, Doctor David Brooks, Justice 
John Townsend; being charged as principal men among 
the disaffected in said County, do attend tiiis Congress, at 
ten o'clock, Tuesday morning next, the 19th instant, to 
give satisfaction to this Congress in the premises, and that 
they be protected from any injury or insult during their 
coming to, and returning from this Congress." 

Agreed, That Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Vanderbilt, and 
Mr. Sands, while absent on the business of planning a voy- 
age, and fitting out and lading one or more Vessels, be 
considered in the service of this CoDgress, and as attend- 
ing. 

Ordered, That those Members returned to represent the 
City and County of New- York in this Congress, who have 
not as yet taken their seats, be desired to take their seats 
on Friday next, or that their seats be declared vacant ; and 

Ordered, That a copy of the above Order be served 
on Peter V. B. Livingston, Benjamin Kissam, Esquires, 
Messrs. John Morton, Isaac Sears, and Gabriel W. Lud- 
low; and that if any of them cannot be found in town, 
that a copy of the said Order be left at the last usual place 
of abode in this city of any of those gentlemen who are 
absent from the city. 

The Congress adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Die Mercurii, 3 lio. P. M., December 13, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present : Nathaniel Woodhull, President. 

For New -York. — Mr. Scott, Mr. Van Zandt, Colonel 
Brasher, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Beek- 
man, Mr. Helme, Mr. Sands, Capt. Rutgers, Mr. Ray. 

Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr. Bleecker, 
Mr. Gansevoort. 

Dutchess. — Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. 
Schenck. 

Ulster. — Mr. Cantine. 

Orange. — Mr. Herring, Colonel Hay. 

Suffolk. — Colonel Woodhull, Mr. Strong, Colonel Ho- 
bart, Mr. Wickham, Mr. Gelston, Mr. Tredwell. 

Westchester. — Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel L. Graham, 
Mr. Ward. 

King's. — Mr. Leffertse. 

Tryon. — Mr. John Moore. 

Ordered, That no person whatsoever do inoculate for 
the Small-Pox within this Colony, until the further order 
of this Congress ; and that the several Committees in this 
Colony, within their respective Districts, carefully observe 
that there be a punctual compliance with this order. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Thomas Smith's motion, on the 8th instant, and the Resolves 
thereunto annexed, and the same were read through. And 
on reading the motion, or introduction, a second time, Mr. 
Hobart moved, and was seconded by Mr. Gilbert Living- 
ston, in the words following, to wit : 

I move for the following amendment to Mr. Smith's mo- 
tion, viz : that after the words " Governour Tryon," the 
remainder be struck out, and the following be substituted 
in its stead : 
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" Paper of the 4th instant, containing his sentiments on 
the present convulsed state of this country, and addressed 
to the inhabitants of New-York, and express the sense of 
the Colony upon the same, in the following Resolves : 

"Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress, that 
none of the people of this Colony have withdrawn their 
allegiance from His Majesty, or desire to become indepen- 
dent of the Crown of Great Britain, or to change the an- 
cient form of Government, under which this Colony hath 
grown up from its infancy to its present state. 

" Resolved, secondly, That this Colony has, in conjunc- 
tion with the other United Colonies, taken up arms, not to 
oppose that just and equal rule to which, by the British 
Constitution, and their respective established forms of Go- 
vernment, they were subject, but solely for the defence of 
their most undoubted rights and privileges, against the 
arbitrary and tyrannical encroachments of His Majesty's 
Ministers. 

" Resolved, thirdly, That though, for the same valuable 
purpose, this Colony in conjunction with the other United 
Colonies, had recourse to the appointment of Committees 
and Congresses, for the more orderly and effectual redress of 
their numerous and heavy grievances, yet it is by no means 
the desire or design of its inhabitants to disuse, much less 
to oppose or obstruct the ordinary course of Government 
or legislation ; but that, on the contrary, they highly esteem, 
and will not willingly cede their right of being represented 
in General Assembly. 

" Resolved , fourthly, That this Congress are of opinion, 
that the neglect to convene the Legislature of the Colony, 
since the last winter session, and the probability that the 
ordinary season for their sitting will pass without a ses- 
sion, furnishes, at this critical juncture, ground of uneasi- 
ness to the good people of this Colony. 

" Resolved, fifthly, That it is the opinion of this Con- 
gress, that there is not the least danger of insult or interrup- 
tion to either of the branches of the Legislature, should 
an Assembly be called, but that, on the contrary, it would 
be extremely agreeable to the inhabitants of this Colony, 
to the end, not only that the ordinary business of the coun- 
try may be despatched, but also that their sense may be 
expressed, as well by their Representatives in Assembly as 
in Congress, on the present unhappy controversy between 
Great Britain and the United Colonies." 

Debates arose on the said motion for an amendment, 
and after long arguments thereon, and the question put on 
Mr. Hobart's motion, it was carried in the affirmative, in 
manner following, to wit: 

For the Affirmative. For the Negative. 

2 Dutchess. 2 King's. 

2 Try on. _ 

2 Westchester. 2 votes. 
4 New.York, 

2 Suffolk. Orange divided. 

3 Albany. — Captain Cuyler dissenting. 
2 Ulster. 

17 votes. 

Resolved and agreed, That the amendment moved by 
Mr. Hobart, be made to Mr. Smith's motion ; and that the 
amendment moved for by Mr. Hobart, remain for further 
consideration. 

The Congress adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Pie Jovis, 10 ho. A. M., December 14, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 
For New- York. — Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Ray, 

Mr. Sands, Col. McDougall, Mr. Scott, Col. Brasher. 
Albany.^- Colonel Rensselaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 

voort, Mr. Bleecker. 
Dutchess. — Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr. Cantine. 
Orange. — Colonel Hay, Mr. Herring. 
Suffolk.—- Colonel Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Strong, Mr. 

Wickham, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Gelston. 
Westchester.— Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel Lewis Gra- 
ham, Mr. Ward. 
Tryon. — Mr. John Moore. 
Sing's. — Mr. Vanderbill. 



Colonel McDougall informed the Congress that Captain 
Ledyard, with his Company, (which is incomplete,) is in 
Neio-York, and has been of use in sundry duties here 
since he came down from the Fort in the Highlands, and 
requested the opinion of this Congress, whether he should 
send him with his Company up to the Fort, or detain him 
here. Thereupon, 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall detain Captain Led- 
yard here, or give him such other directions as he shall 
think proper. 

Mr. Hobart, on application, obtained leave of absence, 
the County of Suffolk having a representation without 
him. 

A Letter from Colonel Mulford, dated the 9th instant, 
mentioning the places appointed for the rendezvous of his 
Regiment, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

" Easthampton, December 9, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : Your letter of 28th October have re- 
ceived, and according to your order shall give orders to my 
regiment to be equipped and ready to march to the place 
of rendezvous on any alarm. As the situation of the regi- 
ment is such that it will be ill-convenient to have the ren- 
dezvous at one place, think it best to have it at two places, 
namely: Southampton town, and at Captain John Hum- 
bert's, in Bridgehampton. 

" I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble ser- 
vant, " David Mflfoito. 

" To Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, in JVew>- York." 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
amendments to Mr. Smith's motion of the 8th inst., which 
were moved for and are contained in Mr. Hobart's motion 
of yesterday, and the same were read ; and being read 
paragraph by paragraph, the first paragraph being read, is 
in the words following, to wit : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress, that 
none of the people of this Colony have withdrawn their 
allegiance from His Majesty, or desire to become indepen- 
dent of the Crown of Great Britain, or to change the an- 
cient form of Government, under ivhicli this Colony hath 
grown up from its infancy to its present state. 

The second paragraph being read, is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

Resolved, secondly, That this Colony has, in conjunc- 
tion with the other United Colonies, taken up arms, not to 
oppose that just and equal rule to which, by the British 
Constitution, and their respective established forms of Go- 
vernment, they were subject, but solely for the defence of 
their most undoubted rights and privileges, against the 
arbitrary and tyrannical encroachments of His Majesty's 
Ministers. 

Mr. Roosevelt then moved, and was seconded, for the 
following amendment, to wit: 

That all that part of the first proposed Resolution, which 
is from the word " Majesty " to the end, and also the whole 
of the proposed second Resolution, be obliterated, and the 
following substituted in its stead, to wit : 

"Resolved, secondly, That the supposed present " turbu- 
lent state " of this Colony arises not from the want of a 
proper attachment to our Prince, and the establishment in 
the illustrious House of Hanover, nor from a desire to be- 
come independent of the British Crown, " or a spirit of 
opposition" to that just and equal rule to which, by the 
British Constitution and our ancient and established form 
of Government, we are subject, but solely from the inroads 
made on both by oppressive acts of the British Parliament, 
devised for enslaving His Majesty's liege subjects in the 
American Colonies, and the hostile attempts of the Minis- 
try to carry those acts into execution." 

And the same being read a second time, was unanimous- 
ly agreed to, and ordered accordingly; therefore, 

Resolved, unanimously, That it is the opinion of this 
Congress that none of the good people of this Colony have 
withdrawn their allegiance from His Majesty. 

Resolved, secondly, That the supposed present " tur- 
bulent state " of this Colony arises not from the want of a 
proper attachment to our Prince, and the' establishment in 
the illustrious House of Hanover, nor from a desire to be- 
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come independent of the British Crown, or " a spirit of 
opposition " to that just and equal rule to which, by the 
British Constitution and our ancient and established form 
of Government, we are subject, but solely from the inroads 
made on both by oppressive acts of the British Parlia- 
ment, devised for enslaving His Majesty's liege subjects in 
the American Colonies, and the hostile attempts of the 
Ministry to carry those acts into execution. 

The third paragraph being read, is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

Resolved, thirdly, That though, for the same valuable 
purposes, this Colony, in conjunction with the other United 
Colonies, had recourse to the appointment of Committees 
and Congresses for the more orderly and effectual redress 
of their numerous grievances, ye{ it is by no means the 
desire or design of its inhabitants to disuse, much less to 
oppose or obstruct the ordinary course of Government or 
legislation, but that, on the contrary, they highly esteem 
and will not willingly cede their right of being represented 
in General Assembly. 

Mr. Scott moved, and was seconded, that the words 
"for the same valuable purposes," and the words " Go- 
vernment or," be obliterated, and the words " and Con- 
gresses " transposed and placed before the word " Com- 
mittees;" and the same was unanimously agreed to, and 
ordered accordingly. 

Colonel McDougall then moved, and was seconded by 
Mr. Sands, that the words " on the contrary," and the 
words "and will not willingly cede," be obliterated; and 
the same was unanimously agreed to, and ordered accord- 
ingly. 

The said third proposed Resolution, as thus amended, 
was again read, and agreed to, nem. con.; therefore, 

Resolved, thirdly, That though this Colony, in conjunc- 
tion with the other United Colonies, has had recourse to 
the appointment of Congresses and Committees, for the 
more orderly and effectual redress of their numerous and 
heavy grievances, yet it is by no means the desire or de- 
sign of its inhabitants to disuse, much less to oppose or 
obstruct the ordinary course of legislation, but that they 
highly esteem their right of being represented in General 
Assembly. 

The fourth proposed Resolution being read, Mr. Hobart 
moved, and was seconded, that the whole fourth paragraph 
be expunged, The same was unanimously agreed to, and 
ordered accordingly. 

The fifth proposed Resolution being read, is in (he words 
following, to wit : 

Resolved, fifthly, That it is the opinion of this Con- 
gress, that there is not the least danger of insult or inter- 
ruption to either of the branches of the Legislature, should 
an Assembly be called, but that, on the contrary, it would 
be extremely agreeable to the inhabitants of this Colony, 
to the end, not only that the ordinary business of the coun- 
try may be despatched, but also that their sense may be 
expressed, as well by their Representatives in Assembly as 
in Congress, on the present unhappy controversy between 
Great Britain and the United Colonies. 

Mr. Herring moved, and was seconded by Mr. Sands, 
for the following amendment, to wit: That all that part of 
the fifth paragraph, which follows the word "called," be 
obliterated. 

Debates arose on the amendment moved by Mr. Her- 
ring ; and the question being put thereon, it was carried 
in the affirmative, in the manner following, to wit : 

For the Affirmative. For the Negative. 

2 Ulster. 2 King's County. 

4 New- York. — Mr. Roosevelt 
2. Westchester. dissenting. 
2 Orange. 
2 Tryon. 
2 Dutchess. 

2 Suffolk. 

3 Albany. 

19 votes. 

Ordered, therefore, That that part of the fifth paragraph 
which follows the word " called " be obliterated. 

Mr. Sands then moved, and was seconded, that the 
remainder of the said fifth Resolution, to wit: From the 
beginning thereof to the end of the word " called " be 



obliterated ; and debates arising thereon, and the question 
put thereon, it was carried in the affirmative, in manner 
following, to wit : 

For the Affirmative. For the Negative. 

2 Dutchess. 2 King's County. 

2 Orange. 
2 Westchester. 
2 Ulster. 
2 Tryon. 

2 Suffolk. 

4 New- York. 

3 Albany. 

19 votes. 

Ordered, therefore, That the remainder of the said fifth 
paragraph, to wit: From the beginning thereof to the end 
of the word " called," be obliterated. 

The Congress then adjourned till three o'clock, P. M. 

Die Jovis, 3 ho. P. M., December 14, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 
For New-York. — Colonel Brasher, Mr. Beekman, Mr. 

Roosevelt, Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Ray, 

Mr. Sands. 
Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr. Bleeck- 

er, Mr. Gansevoort. 
Dutchess. — Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine. 
Orange. — Colonel Hay, Mr. Herring. 
Suffolk.— Colonel Woodhull, Mr. Wickham, Mr. Hobart, 

Mr. Strong, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Gelston. 
Westchester. — Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel Lewis Gra- 
ham, Mr. Ward. 
Tryon. — Mr. J. Moore. 
King's. — Mr. Vanderbilt. 

A Letter from John Jay, Esq., dated the 26th Novem- 
ber last, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

" Philadelphia, November 26, 1775 . 

" Sir : I have the honour of transmitting to you the en- 
closed Resolutions of Congress, relative to the Island of 
Bermuda. 

" We have not yet had the pleasure of hearing that you 
had made a House, and are not without some anxiety on 
that head. In a few days we shall write you collectively, 
and should be glad frequently to be informed of the state 
of the Province. 

" The New-England exploit is much talked of, and con- 
jectures are numerous as to the part the Convention will 
take relative to it. Some consider it as an ill compliment to 
the Government of the Province, and prophesy that you 
have too much Christian meekness to take any notice of it. 
For my own part, I do not approve of the feat, and think 
it neither argues much wisdom nor much bravery; at any 
rate, if it was to have been done, I wish our own people, 
and not strangers, had taken the liberty of doing it. I con- 
fess I am not a little jealous of the honour of the Province, 
and am persuaded that its reputation cannot be maintained 
without some little spirit being mingled with its prudence. 

" I am, sir, with respect and esteem, your most obedient 

SerVant ' "JohnJav. 

"To Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, at New-York." 

The Resolutions of the Continental Congress of the 22d 
of November, relative to the Island of Bermuda, and there- 
in enclosed, were also read and filed, and are in the words 
following, to wit : 

"In Congress, November 22, 1775. 

" The Congress resumed the consideration of the Re- 
port from the Committee of the Whole, which was agreed 
to as follows : 

"The Committee of the Whole, to whom were referred 
the several Petitions from the Island of Bermuda, repre- 
senting the distress to which they were exposed by the 
Non-exportation Agreement, and praying to be relieved in 
such manner as the Congress may deem consistent with 
the safety of America, report that they have considered 
the same, and thereupon came to the following Resolu- 
tions : 

"That the inhabitants of the Island of Bermuda appear 
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friendly to the cause of America, and ought to be supplied 
with such and so great a quantity of t lie produce of these 
Colonies as may be necessary for their subsistence and 
home consumption ; that, in the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, they will annually require, for the purposes aforesaid, 
72,000 bushels of Indian Corn, 2,000 barrels of Bread or 
Flour, 1,000 barrels of Beef or Pork, 2,100 bushels of 
Peas or Beans, and 300 tierces of Rice, and that they be 
permitted to export the same yearly. 

" That the said inhabitants ought to pay for the above 
annual allowance in Salt ; but it is not the design of this 
Resolution to exclude them from the privilege of receiving 
American produce, to any amount, in exchange for Arms, 
Ammunition, Saltpetre, Sulphur, and Field-Pieces, agree- 
ably to a Resolution of Congress, passed the 15th of July 
last. 

" That, to enable such of these Colonies, as can con- 
veniently furnish the Island of Bermuda with the above- 
mentioned allowance, to divide whatever advantages may 
result therefrom, in proportion to their respective shares of 
the general expense, it is further the opinion of this Com- 
mittee: 

" That the Colon}' of South-Carolina supply them with 
300 tierces of Rice. 

" That the Colony of North-Carolina supply them with 
16,000 bushels of Indian Corn, and 468 bushels of Peas 
or Beans. 

"That the Colony of Virginia supply them with 36,- 
000 bushels of Indian Corn, and 1,050 bushels of Peas or 
Beans. 

" That the Colony of Maryland supply them with 20,- 
000 bushels of Indian Corn, and 532 bushels of Peas or 
Beans. 

" That the Colony of Pennsylvania supply them with 
1,200 barrels of Flour or Bread, and 600 barrels of Beef 
or Pork. 

"That the Colony of New-York supply them with 
800 barrels of Flour or Bread, and 400 barrels of Beef or 
Pork. 

"That the Conventions or Committees of Safety of the 
above-mentioned Colonies ought to superintend the said 
exportation, provide against frauds, and take care that, in 
exchanging the said commodities of Salt and Provisions, 
no undue advantage be taken by either party of their mu- 
tual wants. And, further, that no Vessel employed in this 
business ought to load without their permission ; and that 
when they shall, in pursuance of these Resolutions, per- 
mit any of the said Vessels to load, they do give notice 
thereof to the Committee of Inspection of the County, 
City, or Town, where such Vessel shall load, and inform 
them that the same is done under the authority and by 
order of this Congress. 

" Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Resolutions be 
transmitted to the several Conventions, Assemblies, or Com- 
mittees of Safety of the United Colonies, and to the Island 
of Bermuda ; and that the inhabitants of the latter be in- 
formed that the Congress will afford them other necessaries, 
such as Lumber, Soap, and Candles, whenever the quality 
and quantity of each of those articles, used in the Island, 
shall be ascertained. 

" That Edward Stiles be permitted, under the direction 
of the Committee of Safety of the Colony of Pennsyl- 
vania, to send the Brig Sea-Nymph, Samuel Stobel, Mas- 
ter, with 4,000 bushels of Indian Corn, 300 barrels of 
Flour, 100 barrels of Bread, 20 barrels of Pork, 8 barrels 
of Beef, 30 boxes of Soap, and 15 barrels of Apples, to 
Bermuda, for the immediate supply of the inhabitants ; 
and that the said cargo be considered as part of the annual 
allowance aforesaid, for the year ensuing. 

" Extract from the Minutes: 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Mr, Scott moved, and was seconded, that a Resolution 
be entered into, in the words following, and added to those 
agreed on this forenoon, to wit: 

Resolved, nevertheless, That it is the opinion of this Con- 
gress that nothing of a salutary nature can be expected from 
the separate declaration of the sense of this Colony on the 
Resolution of the House of Commons on the 20th Febru- 
ary last ; and that as the motion whereon the scheme was 
grounded was confessedly framed to disunite the Colonies, 



it would be highly dangerous to, and totally inconsistent with 
the glorious plan of American Union, should this Colony ex- 
press their separate sense on the above-mentioned supposed 
conciliatory proposal on the part of Great Britain. 

Debates arose on the said motion, and the question put 
thereon, it was carried in the affirmative, in manner follow- 
ing, to wit: 

For the Affirmative. 

2 Dutchess. Orange divided — -Mr. Herring 

4 New-York. — Mr. Roosevelt for the affirmative, Colonel 
2 Ulster. dissenting. Hay for the negative. 

2 Westchester. 

2 Tryon. 

3 Albany .—Captain Cuyler 
2 Suffolk. dissenting. 

17 

Therefore, Resolved, nevertheless, That it is the opinion 
of this Congress that nothing of a salutary nature can be 
expected from a separate declaration of the sense of this 
Colony on the Resolution of the House of Commons of the 
20th February last, and that as the motion whereon the 
same was grounded, was confessedly framed to disunite the 
Colonies, it would be highly dangerous to, and totally in- 
consistent with the glorious plan of American Union, should 
this Colony express their separate sense on the above- 
mentioned supposed conciliatory proposal on the part of 
Great Britain. 

Colonel McDougall moved, and was seconded, that a 
Resolution be entered into in the words following, to wit: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress, that 
this Colony is fully and effectually represented in the Con- 
tinental Congress for the purpose of expressing the sense 
of its inhabitants on any overtures for a reconciliation, and 
that the Continental Congress has fully and dispassionately 
expressed the sense of the inhabitants of this Colony on the 
above-mentioned Resolution of the 20th of February last. 

Debates arose on the said motion ; and the question be- 
ing put thereon, it was carried in the affirmative by all the 
Counties present, Mr. Roosevelt dissenting against the vote 
of New- York, and Captain Cuyler against the County of 
Albany. 

Therefore, Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Con- 
gress that this Colony is fully and effectually represented 
in the Continental Congress for the purpose of expressing 
the sense of its inhabitants on any overtures for a reconcili- 
ation, and that the Continental Congress has fully and dis- 
passionately expressed the sense of the inhabitants of this 
Colony on the above-mentioned Resolution of the 20th 
of February last. 

Several citizens at the door, to give information of sun- 
dry matters to the Congress, were admitted. They in- 
formed the Congress that they had discovered a parcel of 
Sheep, Swine, and Poultry, at Myford , s Tavern, at one 
of the Ferries, which they have reason to believe is in- 
tended for His Majesty's ship Asia, or for being shipped 
and exported contrary to the Resolutions of the Continen- 
tal and of this Provincial Congress ; and that they had 
apprehended there, three very suspicious persons, with 
many memorandums about them relating to their being on 
board the ship Asia. Thereupon, a warrant was made to 
Major Malcom, in the words following, to wit : 

Whereas, information has been given to this Congress that 
a number of Sheep, Hogs, and Poultry, are in the house, 
barn, and enclosures of John Myford, Innkeeper, at one of 
the Ferries in Brooklyn, and intended to be shipped and 
exported contrary to the Resolutions of the Continental 
and of this Congress: 

Ordered, That Major Malcom, with such guard as he 
may think necessary, proceed to the said John Myford's, 
and take and secure the said Stock in such manner as he 
may think most safe, and that he apprehend the said John 
Myford and keep him in safe custody, and report his pro- 
ceedings in the premises to Congress to-morrow morning. 

Ordered, That the five Resolutions of this Congress, 
made and entered into as amendments to Mr. Smith's mo- 
tion, and on the consideration of Governour Tryon's paper 
of the 4th instant, be fairly engrossed together, and brought 
to the Congress to-morrow morning. 

The Congress then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 
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Die Voneris, 10 ho. A- M., December 15, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Nathaniel Woodhull, President. 
For New-York. — Mr. Beekman, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. 

lnilay, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. Ray, Colo- 
nel Brasher, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Scott. 
Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Captain Cuyler, Captain 

Bleecker, Mr. Gansevoort. 
Dutchess. — Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster.- — Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine. 
Orange. — Mr. Herring. 
Suffolk.— Colonel Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Tredvvell, 

Captain Wickham, Mr. Gelston. 
Westchester.- — Colonel G. Drake, Colonel L. Graham, 

Mr. Ward. 
King's. — Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Covenhoven. 
Tryon. — Mr. John Moore. 

The engrossed copy of the five Resolutions of yester- 
day, made and entered into as amendments of Mr. Smith's 
motion, and on the consideration of Mr. Tryon's publica- 
tion of the 4th instant, were read; and 

Ordered, That they be published.* 

Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. 
Beekman, Mr. Covenhoven, and Captain Cuyler, dissent 
to the two last Resolutions, and dissent to the publication 
of any of the said Resolutions. 

Major Malcom, attending at the door, was admitted. 
Major Ma Icom delivered in his Report in writing of his 
proceedings on the Warrant issued to him yesterday eve- 
ning; which was read and filed, and is the words following, 
to wit : 

" In obedience to the order of Congress last night, I went 
with a party of men, in two boats, to the house of John 
Myford, for whom we made a strict search, but found him 
not. I found eight sheep, which, as it was difficult to 
bring over the river, I gave in charge to Captain Sebring, 
of the Light-Horse, and herewith deliver his receipt for 
them. There were two men, Hunt and Ookly, from 
East-Chester, in the house, who refused giving any ac- 
count of themselves, and being in a suspicious house, I 
brought them to town prisoners. The Delegates from 
Westchester, Messrs. Drake and Ward, answered for their 
appearance at five o'clock this afternoon, when, if the Con- 
gress think proper, they shall be brought up for examina- 

ion - " William Malcom. 

"To the Honourable the Provincial Congressof the Colony 
of New-York." 

* In Provincial Congress, New- York, December 14, 1775. 

On motion, the Congress, taking into consideration his Excellency 
Governour Tryon's paper of the 4th instant, directed to the inhabitants 
of Neu>-York, came into the following Resolutions : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress, that none of tlio 
people of this Colony have withdrawn their allegiance from His Ma- 
jesty. 

Resolved, That the supposed present " turbulent state " of this Colony 
arises, not from the want of a proper attachment to our Prince, and 
the establishment in the illustrious House of Hanover, nor from a desire 
to become independent of the British Crown, or a spirit of opposition to 
that just and equal rule to which, by the British Constitution, and our 
ancient and established form of Government, we are subject ; but solely 
from the inroads made on both by the oppressive acts of the British Par- 
1 ament, devised for enslaving His Majesty's liege subjects in the Ameri. 
can Colonies, and the hostile attempts of the Ministry to carry these acts 
into execution. 

Resolved, That though this Colony, in conjunction with the other 
United Colonies, has had recourse to the appointment of Congresses and 
Committees for the more orderly and effectual redress of their r.ume. 
rous and Ticavy grievances, yet it is by no means the desire or design of 
its inhabitants to disuse, much less to oppose or obstruct the ordinary 
course of legislation, but that they highly esteem their right of being 
represented in General Assembly . 

Resolved, nevertheless, That it is the opinion of this Congress that 
nothing of a salutary nature can be expected from a separate declaration 
of the sense of this Colony on the Resolution of the House of Com- 
mons on the 20th of February last, and that, as the motion whereon 
the same was grounded, was confessedly framed to disunite the Colo- 
nics, it would be highly dangerous to, a id totally inconsistent with the 
glorious plan of American Union, should this Colony express their se- 
parate sense on the above-mentioned supposed conciliatory proposal on 
the part of Great Britain. 

Resolged, That it is the opinion of this Congress, that this Colony is 
fully anoL effectually represented in the Continental Congress, for the 
purpose of expressing the sense of its inhabitants on any overture for a 
reconciliation, and that the Continental Congress has fully and dispas, 
sionately expressed the senso of the inhabitants of this Colony on the 
above-mentioned Resolution of the 20th of February last. 

A true copy from the minutes ; 

Robert Benson, Secretary. 



He also delivered in the receipt of Isaac 1. Sebring, an 
officer of the Light-Horse, which was read and filed. 

Ordered, That the Deputies of Westchester County be 
a Committee to examine the persons taken by Major Mal- 
com on oath, and to liberate them, or order them into con- 
finement, as they may think proper. 

The Memorial of John Norberg, Esq.,* together with 
the several Certificates attending the same, were read ; and 
the Memorial and Certificate of B. Romans were filed. 
It appearing thereby to this Congress that Captain Nor- 
berg is in such a state of health as that tenderness and 
humanity to him demand our consent to his going to Great 
Britain, for the restoration of his impaired constitution ; 
and it also appearing to the Congress that Captain Nor- 
berg has with the strictest honour behaved towards the 
inhabitants of the American Colonies, as a soldier and a 
gentleman, 

Resolved, That Captain Norberg be permitted to go to 
Great Britain, with all or any such of bis effects as lie 
may choose to remove ; and it is hereby recommended to 
all persons in this Colony not to interrupt Captain Nor- 
berg in his removal with his said effects. 

Colonel McDougall moved, and was seconded by Cap- 
tain Cuyler, that each of the Delegates who have repre- 
sented this Colony, and now represent it in Continental 
Congress, be allowed for his services, in his quality of De- 
legate, five dollars per day, for each day he shall have been, 
or may be, from his place of abode, on the publick service. 

Mr. Hobart moved, and was seconded by Mr. Strong, 
for the following amendment to Colonel McDougall's mo- 
tion, to wit : That the words " five dollars" be obliterated, 
and the words " three dollars" inserted. 

Debates arose on the said proposed amendment, and the 
question being put thereon, it was carried in the negative, 
in manner following, to wit : 

For the Affirmative or Amend- 
ment. 
2 Suffolk. 
2 Ulster. 
2 King's. 
2 Tryon . 
2 Orange. 
— 11 votes. 

10 votes. 

Ordered, therefore, That the said proposed amend- 
ment be rejected. 

Mr. John Moore then moved, and was seconded by Mr. 

* To the most respectable Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress, New. 
York : — I beg leave to present to the most respectable Congress this cir. 
cumstance : I am a native of Sweden, and have been persecuted for 
that. I have been against the French faction there. I have been in 
His Britanick Majesty's service since January, 1758. I have been 
twice shot through my body here last war in America, and I am now 
sixty. five years old, reduced by age, wounds, and gravel, which may 
be seen by Doctor Jones's certificate. In 1773 I got permission in Ja- 
maica to go to London, whore I petitioned to be an invalid officer, but, 
as a foreigner, I could not enjoy a commission in England or Ireland. 
His Majesty was graciously pleased to give me the allowance for Fort- 
George, (seven shillings sterling per day,) with liberty to live where I 
please in America, because the fort has been abandoned this eight years, 
and only two men remain there, to assist any express going between 
New-York and Canada. 

I arrived hero in New-York last year, in September, with intention 
to live in New-York. As I heard nothing else than disharmony 
amongst gentlemen, which was not agreeable to my age, I resolved to 
go to Fort-George, and live there in a little cottage as an hermit, whore 
I was very happy for six months. 

The 12th of May last Mr. Romans came and took possession of Fort. 
George. Mr. Romans behaved very genteel and civil to me. I told 
him that I did not belong to the army, and I may be considered as a 
half-pay officer or invalid, and convinced him that I was plagued with 
gravel. Mr. Romans gave mo his passport to go to New-Lebanon to 
recover my health ; and ho told me that, in regard to my age, I may 
go where 1 please. 

As I can't sell any bill for my subsistence, and I can't live upon wind 
and weather, 1 therefore beg and implore the most respectable Congress's 
permission to go to England; and I intend to go to my native country. 
I could havo gone away, surely, as well as some others have done ; but 
I will not, upon any account, do such a thing. I hope the most re- 
spectable Congress will not do partially, to refuse me ; because Major 
Etherington, Captain Brown and Captain Kelly, who are in the army, 
have been permitted to go to England; and it may happen they return 
here again on actual service, which old age and infirmities render me 
incapable of. 

As it is the custom amongst the Christian nations and the Turks, 
that they give subsistence to every prisoner according to their rank, 
should the most respectable Congress have any claim upon me to be a 
prisoner here, I hope they will give me my subsistence from the 12th 
of May last, according to my rank as Captain. I implore the favour of 
the most respectable Congress's answer. 

I have tho honour to remain, with great respect, gentlemen, your 
most obedient, humble servant, John NoRBERo. 

New-York, December 21, 1775. 



For the Negative or against 
the Amendment. 

2 Dutchess. 

3 Albany. 

4 New- York. 
2 Westchester. 
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Humphreys, for the following amendment to Colonel Mc- 
Dougall's motion, to wit : That the words " five dollars" 
be obliterated, and the words " four dollars" inserted in its 
Stead. 

Debates arose on the said last proposed amendment, and 
the question being put thereon, it carried in the affirma- 
tive in the manner following, to wit : 

For the Affirmative. For the Negative. 

2 King's. 4 New-York. 

2 Westchester. 3 Albany. 

2 Dutchess. — 

2 Ulster. 7 votes. 

2 Suffolk. 
2 Orange. 
2 Tryon. 

14 votes . 

Resolved, therefore, That each of the Delegates who 
have represented this Colony, and now represent it in 
Continental Congress, be allowed for his services, in his 
quality of Delegate, four dollars per day, for each day he 
shall have been, or may be, from his usual place of abode 
on that service ; and 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., 
as Treasurer of this Congress, or the Treasurer for the 
time being, be directed, and he is hereby directed and au- 
thorized, to pay unto each of the Delegates who repre- 
sented this Colony at the late Continental Congress, and 
to each of the Delegates of this Colony for the time being, 
' or his legal representatives, four dollars per day, for every 
day that he hath been, or shall be, from his usual place of 
abode on that service. 

Die Veneris, 3 ho. P. M., December 15, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 
For New-York. — Colonel McDougall, Mr. Beekman, Co- 
lonel Brasher, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sands, Mr. Scott, Mr. Van 

Zandt, Mr. Imlay. 
Albany. — Captain Bleecker, Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel 

Rensselaer, Captain Cuyler. 
Dutchess. — Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Humphrey, Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr. Cantine, Mr. Wynkoop. 
Westchester. — Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel Graham, 

Mr. Ward. 
Tryon. — Mr. Moore. 

Suffolk.— Colonel Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Captain Wick- 
ham, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Gelston. 
Orange. — Mr. Herring, Colonel Hay. 
King's. — Mr. Covenhoven. 

A Letter from Mr. John Dennis, of the City of New- 
Brunswick, dated November 28, 1775, was read, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

" City of Ne w-Brunswick, November 28, 1775. 

"Sir: By your orders received by Abraham Clark, I 
sent you six quarter-casks of powder, which was all I could 
collect. The persons I had it from are impatient, and beg 
the powder may be returned, as our inhabitants are desti- 
tute of that article. 

" Your assistance will be duly acknowledged by your 
obedient, humble servant, John Dennis. 

" To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., at New-York." 
William Sutton, Esq., of Westchester, attending at the 
door, was admitted, and informed the Congress that he has 
been obliged, for fear of injuries, to leave his place of 
abode, and made the requests and engagements contained 
in a Protection given to him, which is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

" William Sutton, Esq., of Westchester County now ap- 
pears before this Congress, and requests protection to re- 
turn to his house, and engages to apply to, and deliver 
himself up to the Committee of the County of Westches- 
ter, at their next meeting, and at any other time when they 
shall send for him, to answer all such cliiirges as may be 
made against him, and abide the judgment and determina- 
tion of the said Committee ; and Mr. Joseph Bull, now 
present, engages that the said William Sutton shall go to 
Westchester County and deliver himself up to the said 
Committee, at their next meeting. Therefore, 

" Ordered, That the said William Sutton be permitted 



to return to his house in safety, and submit himself to the 
Committee of Westchester County, and that in the interim 
his boat be considered as under the protection of this Con- 
gress." 

The Agreement made and entered into between Colonel 
Alexander McDougall and Peter T. Curtenius, on behalf 
of the Provincial Congress of the one part, and Cornelius 
Alherton of the other part, on the 3d of November last, for 
the making of Muskets and Bayonets, was read, and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

" November 23, 1775. 
'•' Articles of Agreement made, agreed to, and concluded 
by and between Colonel Alexander McDougall and Peter 
T. Curtenius, of the City of New- York, by and on behalf 
of the Provincial Congress of the Colony of New- York 
of the one part, and Cornelius Atherton, of Amenia Pre- 
cinct, in Dutchess County, Gunsmith, of the pther part : 
Witnesseth, That the said parties, for the considerations 
hereinafter mentioned, have covenanted and agreed to- 
gether in manner following, that is to say : First, The said 
Cornelius Atherton, in consideration of the sum of sixty 
pounds, lawful money of New- York, now advanced to him, 
and in further consideration of the covenants and agreements 
of the said parties of the second part herein contained, doth, 
for himself, his executors, and administrators, covenant, 
grant and agree to, and with the said Alexander McDou- 
gall and Peter T. Curtenius, jointly and severally, and to 
and with the survivor of them, and the executors and ad- 
ministrators of such survivor, that he, the said Cornelius 
Atherton, his executors or administrators, shall and will 
with the utmost diligence make, finish, and deliver to the 
said Alexander McDougall and Peter T. Curtenius, or 
their order, as many good muskets and bayonets as he shall 
be able to make and finish on or before the 1st o)ay of May 
next. And that he the said Corneliu? AtfierLqn^us exe- 
cutors or administrators, shall and will, on or before the 1st 
day of April next, deliver to the said Alexander McDou- 
gall n.nc\ Peter T. Curtenius, at least two hundred good 
and well finished muskets and bayonets ; that the barrel qf 
each of the said muskets shall be three feet six jnehes in 
length, and the bore three-fourth parts of an inch in di- 
ameter; and that each of the said barrels shall, be jmade of 
the best iron for that purpose, and of full proof, and be 
well and fully proved before they shall be stqcjted ; that 
the slocks shall be made of good wood, and finished in a 
neat and workmanlike manner; that the locks shall be of 
the best quality ; the muskets brass mounted and furnished 
with good steel ramrods, and the muskets finished like the 
pattern delivered to the said Cornelius; that the blade of 
each bayonet shall be eighteen inches in length from the 
shoulder ; the bayonet to be made in the best manner, with 
a good bayonet-sheath. That each of the said muskets 
shall be marked, as follows : " Co. New- York," and deliver- 
ed at the price of three pounds fourteen shillings, current 
money of New- York, for each musket and bayonet, steel 
ramrod and bayonet-sheath, mounted, finished and_ deliver- 
ed as aforesaid. 

" And the said Alexander McDougall and Peter T. 
Curtenius for themselves, their executors and administra- 
tors, do covenant, grant, and agree, to and with the said 
Cornelius Atherton, his executors and administrators, that 
as soon as the said Cornelius shall deliver or cause to be 
delivered to them, good securities for the sqrrr of three 
hundred and fifty pounds, to be repaid in such muskets 
and bayonets as aforesaid, at the price before -mentioned, 
or on failure of the delivery of the said muskets and bayo- 
nets before the 1st day of April next, then the sum in 
arrear to be repaid in money ; that they the said Alexander 
McDougall and Peter T. Curtenius, will advance to the 
said Cornelius Atherton the further sum of two, hundred 
and ninety pounds in addition to the; sum of sixty pounds 
now advanced to him, to enable him to carry on the busi- 
ness of making and finishing the said muskets and bayonets. 
And also that ihey, the said parties of the second part, will 
allow to the said Cornelius Atherton, his executors or 
administrators the price of three pounds and fourteen shil- 
lings, for eqch such musket and bayonet, with a steel ram- 
rod and sheath, finished in manner aforesaid, as he shall 
deliver to them on or before the first day of May next, and 
pay him for the same whatever sum the price of such 
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muskets and bayonets shall exceed the sum of three hun- 
dred and fifty pounds. 

" In witness whereof, the said parties to these presents 
have to these presents interchangeably set their hands and 
seals, the day and year on this indenture first written. And 
the said Cornelius Atherton agrees to put swivels to the 
said muskets. " Cornelius Atherton. 

" Sealed and delivered in the presence of us, on this 23d 
day of November, 1775: the eighteenth line of this page 
leing mostly struck out with a pen, and left an entire blank 
line. " Robert Benson, 

" John McKesson." 

" Received of Comfort Sands, of the City of New- York, 
Merchant, by order of, and on account of the Provincial 
Congress, and on account, and at the request of Alexander 
McDougall and Peter T. Curtenius, the sum of sixty 
pounds, mentioned in the preceding indenture. 

" Cornelius Atherton." 
" November 23, 1775." 

Thereupon, Resolved, That this Congress fully approves 
of the said Contract made on their account, and declare they 
think it a beneficial Contract, made and in pursuance of 
the order of the Continental Congress, and that they take 
the Contract on account and risk of the Congress of this 
Colony ; and 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this Congress advance 
and pay to Colonel McDougall and Peter T. Curtenius, 
or their order, the sum of three hundred and fifty Pounds, 
agreed to be advanced to the said Cornelius Atherton, as 
soon as the said Cornelius shall have given such security as 
is mentioned in the said Contract. 

The Congress proceeded to the business appointed for 
this afternoon, to wit : The appointing a Committee of Safe- 
ty for this Colony, and limiting their powers. And Mr. Scott 
and Mr. Hobari, who were named a Committee for that 
purpose, reported a draft of powers for a Committee of 
Safety, which were read, amended, and approved of, and 
many additional powers to the said Committee of Safety 
were moved for, and approved of, agreed to, and added 
thereto. 

The Congress then proceeded to name and appoint the 
Members of the said Committee of Safety. 

Thereupon Mr. Gansevoort moved, and was seconded 
by Mr. Rensselaer, for the sense of Congress, whether one 
of the Deputies of the County of Albany now present, 
may be permitted to serve as a member in the Committee of fioned 



Dutchess. — Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Humphreys, Mr, 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine. 
Orange. — Mr. Herring, Colonel Hay. 
Suffolk.— Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Wickham, Mr. Gelston, 
Westchester. — Col. Graham, Col. G. Drake, Mr. Ward. 
Tryon. — Mr. Moore. 

John Herring, Esq., was unanimously elected Presi 
dent -pro tern. 

The Members of Westchester County reported, that 
they had examined Benjamin Hunt on oath, and had his 
Deposition taken before Alderman Blagge, which was 
read, 

Ordered, That the said Deposition be delivered to the 
Deputies of Westchester County, to be delivered to the 
Committee of Westchester County. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
powers to the Committee of Safety. The same was read, 
and amended, with some additions thereto, and fully agreed 
to, and resolved on, are ordered to be entered, and are in 
the words following, to wit : 

Resolved, That the following members of this Congress, 
to wit : Colonel Alexander McDougall, John Morin Scott, 
Jeremiah Clarke, Peter R. Livingston, Morris Graham, 
Abraham Brasher, John Leffertse, Comfort Sands, Tho- 
mas Tredwell, John lmlay, Pierre Van Corllandt, and 
Samuel Brewster, be and hereby are constituted and ap- 
pointed a Committee of Safety, whereof seven shall be a 
sufficient quorum, with the following power and authority, 
•and under the following regulations, to wit: 

•1st. A standing power to giant 3)1 commissions in the 
Militia of this Colony, subject to the regulations thereof, 
as established by the Provincial Congress. 

2d. Power during the recess of this Congress, in case 
of any alarm, insurrection, or invasion, or where any mat- 
ter or thing, for the executing whereof military force shall 
or may be necessary, to order and direct the Militia of the 
Colony, or any part thereof, subject nevertheless to the 
control of this and the Continental Congress. 

3d. The like power during such recess, from time to 
time, in such cases as are last mentioned, to order and di- 
rect any of the Continental Forces that shall be within 
this Colony, and be put by appointment of the Conti- 
nental Congress under the order and direction of this Con- 
gress, subject nevertheless to such control .as afore-men- 



Safety, until one other Deputy of the said County shall 
relieve him ; the said Deputy who shall come to relieve the 
other to continue as the member of said Committee un- 
til the Congress shall meet again. 

The question being put on said motion, it was carried in 
the negative. 

The Congress then named and appointed Colonel Alex- 
ander McDougall, John Morin Scott, William Allison, 
Peter R. Livingston, Morris Graham, Abraham Brasher, 
John I^effertse, Comfort Sands, James Beekman, John 
lmlay, Pierre Van Cortlandt, and Samuel Brewster, to be 
a Committee of Safety/and any seven or more of them to 
be a quorum. 

Ordered, That the said powers of the Committee of 
Safety, as now agreed to, and resolved on, be considered 
as perfect powers to the said Committee, so far as they are 
agreed to, and that they be engrossed, and taken up for 
further additional powers, if necessary, to-morrow morning. 

Ordered, .That this Congress, to-morrow morning, take 
into consideration the state of the Provincial currency, or- 
dered to be "issued by the late Provincial Congress. 

Colonel Woo'dhull obtained leave of absence, the Coun- 
ty of Suffolk being represented without him. 

The Congress adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Die Sabbati, 10 ho. A. M., December 16, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

For New-York.— Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, 
Mr. Beekman, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. 
Ray, Mr, Sands, Mr. lmlay. 

Albany.— *-Co]cme\ Rensselaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 
voort, Captain Bleecker. 
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4th. A standing power, by drafts on the Treasury, to 
apply all such moneys as shall be appropriated to uses, but 
not actually applied by this Congress, 

5th. A standing power, by like drafts, to appropriate 
and apply any such moneys as shall from time to time be 
by them judged necessary for contingent and secret ser- 
vices; provided the same do not in the whole exceed five 
thousand Pounds. 

6th. A standing power to execute, or cause to be exe- 
cuted, orders, resolves, and recommendations, as well of 
the Continental as of this Congress. 

7th. A standing power for the care, direction, and dis- 
position of the magazines, arms, ammunition, and other 
military stores and implements belonging to this Colony, 
or which shall be committed by the Continental Congress 
to the care and direction of this Congress. 

8th. A power, in the recess of this Congress, to call a 
meeting of the same when and where, in the judgment of 
the Committee, any emergency shall require it; and on 
every such call to give at least fourteen days notice of* the 
meeting. 

9th. A power to enjoin secrecy on their members, and 
others under their direction, as to all matters in the execu- 
tion of their trust, wherein they shall judge it necessary ; 
and as the due execution of many things for the publick 
safety may require the utmost secrecy, that in all cases 
wherein they shall esteem such secrecy is required, they 
shall have the power of withholding the discovery of their 
proceedings from this Congress, until one month after the 
danger which may attend such discovery is past. 

10th. To keep an exact journal of their proceedings, 
subject to the inspection of this Congress, in certified 
copies thereof, with power to withhold out of such copies 
matters of secrecy as above directed. 
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11th. A power, during the recess of this Congress, to 
open and answer all letters directed to this Congress, or the 
President thereof. 

12th. A power to comply as far and as often as they 
shall think proper, with any requisition by the Generals of 
the Continental forces, or any or either of them. 

A power to take up and examine persons suspected to 
have broken the resolutions of the Continental or this Con- 
gress, and, according to their discretion, to discharge or 
send such persons to the General Committee of the Coun- 
ty, lo whom it belongs to determine the matter. 

A power to carry into execution a settlement of ac- 
counts with the Continental Congress. 

A power to carry into execution, if necessary, the reso- 
lutions of the late Congress for the emission of paper cur- 
rency, subject however to such alterations as this Congress 
shall think proper to make. 

A discretionary power to purchase arms and ammuni- 
tion, and apply the same to the publick service. 

A power, in case of deficiency of the Provincial Trea- 
sury, to answer the appropriations and applications here- 
by intrusted, to the Committee; to supply such deficien- 
cy, as often as it may happen, by a vote of credit, to be 
made good by provision hereafter to be made by Con- 
gress. 

A power to settle and determine all questions to be put 
to them by the Committee of Accounts, arising in their 
department. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety, hereby ap- 
pointed, do continue to be invested as a body, distinct from 
Congress, with all the powers above-mentioned, until the 
said Committee shall be dissolved by order of this Con- 
gress, or until the second Tuesday of June next, unless a 
future Congress of this Colony shall be sooner convened. 

Dissentients to that part of the last Resolution contained 
in the words " or until the second Tuesday of June next :" 
Colonel Rensselaer, Mr. Gansevoort, Captain Cuyler, Colo- 
nel Brasher, Colonel Graham, Mr. Schenck. 

Mr. Gansevoort, seconded by Mr. Rensselaer, moved in 
the words following, to wit : 

That if it should so happen that any member, appointed 
as one of the. Committee of Safety, should be prevented, 
either by sickness or other unforeseen accident, from at- 
tending the said Committee, whereby the publick business 
may be delayed, that his place may be supplied by one 
other of the Deputies of the County where such member 
of the Committee of Safety resides, to be appointed by 
the General Committee of the same County. 

Debates arose on the said motion; and the question 
being put thereon, it was carried in the negative, in the 
manner Jpll.owing, to wit : 

_ For the Negative. 

Suffolk, Westchester, 

Dutchess, New- York, 

Orange, Tryon. 

Ulstor, 

Albany equally divided . 

Ordered, therefore, That the said motion be rejected. 

Resolved, 'That the Committee of Safety be, and here- 
by are fully empowered to issue orders to the respective 
Counties in this Colony, to elect Deputies for a Provincial 
Congress of this Colony, to meet on the second Tuesday 
in May next ; the said Committee, by their order, appoint- 
ing the day of election in each County to be at least twen- 
ty-one days before the said second Tuesday in May next. 

The Congress then proceeded to take into consideration 
the emission of the Paper currency agreed to be issued by 
the late Congress; and after a considerable time spent there- 
in, the following Resolutions were unanimously agreed to, 
to wit : 

Resolved, That the periods of sinking of one hundred 
and twelve thousand five hundred Dollars, by two pay- 
ments — the first of fifty-six thousand two hundred and fifty 
Dollars on the first day of March, 1776, and the remaining 
fifty-six thousand two hundred and fifty Dollars the first 
day of March, 1777, agreeably to the Resolve of the late 
Provincial Congress of the second day of September last 
past— be altered; and that the said first sum of fifty-six 
thousand two hundred and fifty Dollars be sunk on the first 
day of March, 1777, and the remaining fifty-six thousand 



two hundred and fifty Dollars on the first day of March, 
1778. 

And whereas, the late Provincial Congress directed that 
the Bills, by them ordered to be emitted, should be signed 
by at least three persons, and it appears that there is not 
room sufficient on each of the said Bills for three signers ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That any two of the said signers be sufficient 
to sign each of the said Bills. 

And whereas, this Congress have applied to the Conti- 
nental Congress to lend this Colony the sum of one hun- 
dred and twelve thousand five hundred Dollars ; if the Con- 
tinental Congress shall make that loan to this Colony, 

Resolved, That in such case the Committtee of Safety 
are not to take any measure towards issuing the Money 
above-mentioned ; and that the sum so lent shall be .sunk 
in equal moieties at the respective periods last above-men- 
tioned. 

Die LuniE, 10 ho. A. M., December 18, 1775. 
Present : John Herring, Esq., President, pro tern. 
For New-York. — Colonel McDougall, Mr. Beekman, Mr. 
Brasher, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Scott, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sands, 
Mr. Rutgers. 
Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 
voort, Mr. Bleecker. 
Dutche s. — Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Schenck. 
Suffolk.— Mr. Tredvvell, Mr. Wickham, Mr. Gelston, 
Orange. — Mr. Hay, Mr. Herring, Mr. Clowes. 
Ulster. — Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine, Mr. Palmer. 
Westchester. — Mr. Graham, Mr. Lockwood. 
Tryon. — Mr. J. Moore. 

No other Members appearing, and Dutchess and West- 
chester not being a quorum, the Congress could not pro- 
ceed to business, and adjourned till three o'clock this after- 
noon. 

Die Luna;, 3 ho. P. M., December 18, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: John Herring, Esq., President, pro tern. 
For New-York. — Mr. Sands, Colonel McDougall, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Imlay, Mr. Scott, Colonel 

Brasher. 
Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 
voort, Mr. Bleecker. 
Dutchess. — Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Schenck. 
Suffolk.— Mr. Wickham, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Gelston. 
Orange. — Mr. Herring, Colonel Hay, Mr. Clowes. 
Ulster. — Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine, Mr. Palmer, 
Westchester. — Dr. Graham, Mr. Lockwood, Mr. Paulding. 
Tryon. — Mr. J. Moore. 
King's. — Mr. Vanderbilt. 

Mr. Palmer, from the Committee who went up to the 
Fortifications in the Highlands, delivered in the Report of 
the said Committee, together with a Draft or.Plan to ex- 
plain the same. 

The said Report was read ; and being read a second 
time, is in the words following, to wit : 

" Fort-Constitution, December 14, 1775. 

" The Committee appointed by an order of the Provincial 
Congress, bearing date the 7th instant, to repair to the for- 
tifications in the Highlands, and endeavour to accommo- 
date the difference subsisting between the Commissioners 
for erecting said fortifications and the Engineer— and in 
case they should not be able to accommodate thesaid dif- 
ference, to give such directions as they should think neces- 
sary for expediting the works of the said .fortifications, in 
such manner as they should judge best for the publick 
service, and make report as well of the true cause of such 
difference as of all necessary facts relating to the same, 
and of such directions as they shall have given for expe- 
diting the said work — do Report : 

" That after examining into the matters of complaint from 
both parties, they are of opinion that Mr. Romans must 
either have mistaken the charge committed to hfm by the 
honourable Committee of Safety, by request of the Com- 
missioners, or, as appears from his conduct, has assumed 
powers with which he knew he was not intrusted ; as it ap- 
pears that the Commissioners objected to the manner of 
erecting some works that are nearly finished, and refused 
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their consent to the erecting of others begun, especially that 
called the Grand Bastion, in which we think they judged 
right ; which, nevertheless, he was determined to carry on, 
declaring that they had no vote nor authority in any matters 
at the Post more than to furnish stores and workmen, and 
pay them. On the other hand, the Commissioners, from 
the authority with which they conceive the honourable the 
Provincial Congress had invested in them to erect fortifica- 
tions, thought themselves responsible, in a great degree, for 
the misapplication of the publick moneys appropriated for 
that use; in which we also think they judged right; and, 
therefore, that Mr. Romans was to blame in refusing to con- 
sult the Commissioners on every matter of importance, be- 
fore he attempted to carry it into execution. For further 
particulars, relative to this report, we refer the honourable 
House to the copies of the directions given to the Com- 
missioners and Engineer. 

" 2d. That on observing the situation of the works 
erected and planned by the Engineer, we do further re- 
port, that with respect to the battery nearly finished with 
marling, &c, we find that none of the cannon can be 
pointed so as to obstruct any vessel in her passage up, 
until she passes the West-Point, one hundred or one hun- 
dred and fifty yards; and when she has passed the afore- 
said battery, none can be brought to bear on her any dis- 
tance up trie river, especially should she border on the 
east shore. Upon the whole, we are of opinion no vessel 
would be under the command of the battery more than 
half the reach from the West-Point to the point of Marte- 
laer's Rock. 

" With respect to the Grand Bastion, (so called,) we do 
further report, that on examination of the work still to be 
erected to finish the same, we find two lines which, to- 
gether, will consist of a wall of three hundred feet in 
length, thirty feet on an average in height and in breadth, 
and eighteen feet high, together with another wall of like 
dimensions as to height and breadth, and will consist of 
two hundred feet in length, which is to encircle the block- 
house and join the former, which in its area is to contain 
bomb-proof arches of brick, and a grand magazine, which 
is to coyer men in time of engagement, as the Engineer 
informed us; all which we conceive will be impracticable 
to complete in s.eason, even should the expense be approv- 
ed of, which in our opinion would not amount to less than 
eight or ten thousand pounds, and, when completed, would 
not affect any vessel until she came abreast with the West- 
Point. 

" The Committee do further report, that they are of opi- 
nion, that instead of erecting the above described work, it 
would better answer the use and safety of the post for the 
present, to throw up a breastwork in the hollow of the 
above-mentioned area, facing the West-Point, sufficient to 
contain four or six cannon, and also, to erect a Barbet 
battery on a gravel hill, marked on the late draft of Mr. 
Romans, (H,) sufficient to mount eight large cannon, eigh- 
teen pounders, two of which, to be mounted on a short cur- 
tain facing the reach above the West-Point; the breastwork 
to be composed ToT timber, filled in with earth, with a good 
platform; the advantage of which will fully appear by the 
river draft. When this is completed, we would recom- 
mend, that a low constructed block-house be erected on an 
eminence abreast of the West-Point, which will serve to 
keep up a line of communication between the last men- 
tioned battery and the other works. 

" 3d. With respect to the state of the barracks, the Com- 
mittee do further report, that they find one of eighty by 
twenty feet, of one story, and one of one hundred by twenty 
feet, one-and-a-half story high, both which when cleared of 
workmen and labourers, will contain about three hundred 
men. The foundation of another barrack, eighty by twen- 
ty feet, two story high, and when completed, will contain 
one hundred and sixty men ; this latter barrack we find 
will be well, covered by the eminence on which stands the 
block-house; the former stands much exposed to the fire 
of the^nemy, as soon as they open the West-Point, espe- 
cially the one of one hundred feet, nor would it be fully 
covered, in our opinion, was the expensive Grand Bastion 
aforesaid completely finished, agreeably to Mr. Romans^ 
plan. 

"After going through with the business above reported, we 
went down the river in the barge as far as Pooploop's Kill; 



ori our way, about three and a half miles below the fortress 
on the west side of the river, a landing place of easy ac- 
cess from the river to the height of the land above, which 
may be occupied by an enemy to our damage. We then 
proceeded, and took a view of the height and situation of 
the ground forming the north chop of Pooploop's Kill, 
which projects itself so far into the river that the distance 
across to the other shore does not exceed one hundred 
perches. We are clearly of opinion, that this is by far the 
most advantageous situation in the Highlands for a fortifica- 
tion, as one erected on this point would command the reach 
of the river downwards to the point of the Dunderbarragh, 
being the distance of nearly three miles, and from the same 
point the reach upwards may be commanded as far, and is 
environed in its adjacent and contiguous situations with 
marshes and inaccessible mountains, which renders it im- 
practicable for the enemy to land. We are, therefore, of 
opinion, that a battery of sixteen or eighteen guns ought to 
be erected on this point, and that barracks be erected there 
to make it a post of about one hundred and fifty or two hun- 

dred men - « Francis Nicoll, 

" Joseph Drake, 
" Thomas Palmer." 

The same Report being read, and the question being 
put thereon, 

Resolved, That the Congress does agree with their 
Committee in the said Report; and ordered that Mr. Pal- 
mer draw up such further directions .relating to the Fortifica- 
tions necessary to be made in the Highlands, as may be 
necessary to be directed and resolved on by this Congress, 
and report the same with all convenient speed. 

Whereas, by a Letter of the twenty-eighth ultimo, from 
James Duane, Esq., one of the Delegates of this Colony at 
the honourable the Continental Congress, this Congress is 
informed that an order had passed in their favour for fifty 
thousand Dollars ; and by a paragraph of a Letter from Phi- 
lip Livingston, Esq., another of the Delegates of this Co- 
lony, the President is informed that the _sajd ^money is Teady 
to be paid to an order of this Congress on the Delegates 
of the Colony of Pennsylvania < ; and that to send some pro- 
per persons for the said money will prevent the expense 
of a guard to conduct it; therefore, 

Ordered, That Messrs. Abraham Brasher and Thomas 
Palmer, two of the members of this Congress, proceed to 
Philadelphia to receive the said sum of fifty thousand Dol- 
lars from the Pennsylvania Delegates, and to bring or re- 
mit the same to this Congress ; and 

Resolved, That a copy of this Entry, Order, and Resolve, 
signed by the President, pro tern., and attested by the Sec- 
retaries, be a draft or voucher from ihjs Congress to the 
Pennsylvania Delegates for payment thereof; and that the 
receipt of the said Abraham Brasher and Thomas Palmer 
be a sufficient discharge from this Congress .to. the Penn- 
sylvania Delegates for the same. 

" In Provincial Congress, New- York, December 18, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : We take the liberty to enclose you the 
copy of a letter we thought proper to write to Governour 
Trumbull, [on the 12th inst.] on the subject of a late inroad 
made by some of the inhabitants of Connecticut into this 
Colony, and also a resolve of thanks for the friendly assist- 
ance given by them on another occasion, at the request of 
the Committee of Westchester. By the first of these, we 
conceive we have done what was necessary to support, in 
a friendly manner, that honour and independency, with re- 
spect to every particular Colony, which we think necessa- 
ry, not only for our internal security, but also for maintaining 
our proper weight, as a Colony, in the scale of Continental 
Union. By the other, we show our readiness to receive 
any assistance from our neighbours, when properly afford- 
ed on requisition, and suitably to acknowledge such assist- 
ance. 

" You will observe, gentlemen, that to prevent those jea- 
lousies which the introduction of parties of armed men from 
any neighbouring Colony, unless properly requested, will 
naturally beget, we give his Honour, the Governour of 
Connecticut, notice, that we intend to apply to the Conti- 
nental Congress for a regulation on that head. Such a 
regulation we think necessary for supporting the cause of 
liberty, and to prevent its enemies from improving the want 
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of security arising from inroads by our neighbours, to the 
prejudice of the common interest. 

"We therefore request your endeavours to procure such a 
regulation, by authority of the Continental Congress, and 
are, gentlemen, with great respect, your most obedient ser- 
vants. By order. 
" To the New-York Delegates in Continental Congress." 

Ordered, That Major Malcom be requested to autho- 
rize and desire Captain Waldron to sell the Sheep taken 
at Brooklyn Ferry for the best price he can, and to retain 
the expense of keeping them in his hands, and pay the 
balance to the Treasurer of this Congress. 

Ordered, That Colonel Rensselaer, Major Lockwood, 
Mr. Tredwell, and Mr. Scott, be a Committee to revise and 
amend the Militia Law, or Regulations for the Militia of 
this Colony, made and published by this Congress, and they 
report thereon with all convenient speed. 

A Return from Lewis Dubois and Michael Wygant, two 
of the Committee of New- Marlborough Precinct, in Ulster 
County , dated the 6th instant, was read. They certify, that 
there was chosen on that day, agreeably to the rules of the 
honourable Congress, the following Officers for the South- 
east District of New- Marlborough : Stephen Case, Captain; 
Matthew Wygant, First Lieutenant ; John Bond, Second 
Lieutenant ; Alexander Cropsey, Ensign. And Mr. Pal- 
mer informed the Congress that Stephen Case, who had 
been First Lieutenant, was elected in the place of Caleb 
Merrit, who had resigned ; that Matthew Wygant and 
John Bond were promoted by election; and Alexander 
Cropsey, elected in the stead of the Ensign, promoted ; and 
the Commission.of Caleb Merrit, who resigned, was return- 
ed to the Secretaries. 

Ordered, That Commissions be issued tp those gentle- 
men accordingly. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall be authorized, and 
he is hereby authorized, to purchase such a quantity of 
Cartouch Paper as he may think necessary for the use of 
this Colony, and to lodge the same with Peter T. Curte- 
nius, the Commissary, to be distributed to the Counties. 

Whereas, Mr. Isaac Belknap, of Newburgh, in Ulster 
County, on the 2d day of September last past, was, upon 
sufficient information, of his merit, nominated in Congress 
to the office of Quartermaster of the Regiment whereof 
Jonathan Hasbrouck, Esq., is Colonel, and ordered to be 
put into commission in that office, but by some mistake the 
name of another gentleman was inserted in the said Com- 
mission, 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress that 
the said Mr. Isaac. Belknap is fully qualified to fill the said 
office ; and, to testify a proper sense of his merit, that it is 
the sense of this Congress that he be preferred to the first 
suitable vacancy that may offer in the Militia or Minute- 
Men of the southern part of that County. 

Die Martis, 10 ho". A.M., December 19, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: John Herring, Esq., President, pro tern. 
For New- York. —Cuhnel McDougall, Mr. Van Zandt, 

Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sands, Mr. Imlay, Capt. 

Rutgers. 
Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Captain Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 

voort, Mr. Bleecker. 
Ulster. — Mr. Cantine, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Palmer. 
Dutches^.— -Mr, Schenck, Mr. Humphreys. 
Westchester. — 'Doctor Graham, Mr. Paulding, Mr. Lock- 
wood. 
Suffolk.— Mr. Wickham, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Gelston. 
Orange. — Colonel Hay, Mr. Herring, Mr. Clowes, Mr. 

Clarke. 
King's — Mr. Vanderbilt. 
Tryon. — Mr. John Moore. 

The Committee appointed to plan a voyage or voyages 
for one or more vessels, delivered in a Report, which was 
read, and after some time spent therein, and some advices 
given thereon, it was returned to the said Committee for 
their further consideration. 

The Return of the Committee of Cornwall Precinct, in 
Orange County, signed by Thomas Outwater, Chairman 



of the County Committee, was brought into Congress by 
Jeremiah Clarke, Esq., and read. It is thereby certified, 
that at a meeting of the Freeholders and Tenants of the 
Precinct of Cornwall, in the County of Orange, held at 
the house of John Brewster, in Blooming- Grow, on 
Tuesday, November 7, 1775, agreeably to certain Resolves 
of the honourable Provincial Congress of the Colony of 
New- York, for the purpose of dissolving the Congress then 
sitling, and also for electing a new Congress, to serve until 
the 10th day of May next coming, at which time the Free- 
holders and Tenants legally qualified, did unanimously 
choose the bearer, the said Jeremiah Clarke, for one of the 
Deputies to represent the County of Orange in Provin- 
cial Congress, agreeably to the Resolves aforesaid ; and did 
also, "at the same time, unanimously agree, that any two of 
the Deputies chosen to represent the said County for the 
purposes aforesaid, should be a quorum to represent the 
said County in Congress. 

The same being read and approved of, by order was 
filed ; and 

Ordered, That Mr. Clarke take his seat. 

Agreed and Ordered, That Mr. Jeremiah Clarke be 
appointed, and he is hereby appointed, a member of the 
Committee of Safely, in the stead of William Allison, Esq., 
and that Mr. Allison's name be struck out of the said Com- 
mittee, and Mr. Clarke's there inserted. 

Ordered, That the Secretaries purchase five hundred 
copies of the Proceedings of the Continental Congress, in 
Low Dutch, and that Colonel Brasher purchase five hun- 
dred copies thereof, printed in the German tongue, to be 
distributed gratis in the different parts of this Colony; and 
if there are not any copies of the Proceedings of the Con- 
tinental Congress in the German language, that Colonel 
Brasher purchase five hundred copies of any other publi- 
cation in the German tongue, which are instructive on the 
present controversy between Great Britain and the Colo- 
nies, that they may be distributed gratis. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety appointed by 
this Congress be authorized, and the said Committee here- 
by is authorized, to cause such a collection to be made of 
the sundry acts of Parliament complained of as grievances 
to the Colonies, with remarks thereon, as they may think 
useful, to inform the people of this Colony; and to have 
such a number thereof as they may think proper ^published 
and dispersed through the Colony gratis. 

Mr. Clowes obtained leave of absence, Orange County 
being fully represented without his attendance, 

Die Martis, 3ho. P. M., DecemT}eri9, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: John Herring, Esq., President, pro tern. 

For New-York. — Mr. John Van,, Cortland t, Mr. Van 
Zandt, Colonel McDougall, Captain Rutgers, Mr. 
Scott, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sands, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Beek- 
man, Mr. Imlay. 

Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr. Bleeck- 
er, Mr. Gansevoort. 

Ulster. — Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine, Mr. Palmer. 

Westchester. — Doctor Graham, Mr. Paulding, Mr. Lock- 
wood. 

Suffolk.— Captain Wickham, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Gelston. 

Tryon. — Mr. Moore. 

Dutchess.— Mr. Schenck, Mr. Humphreys. 

Orange. — Mr. Herring, Colonel Hay, Mr. Clarke. 

The Committee appointed to employ two or more ves- 
sels for a voyage to Europe, reported that they think it 
necessary to load two vessels with wheal, on account and 
risk of this Congress, for some port or ports in Europe, on 
the customary freight ; that the owners run the risk of the 
vessels out, and be allowed three pence sterling per bushel 
extraordinary for such risk. That the common freights of 
such vessels are as follows, to wit : 

For any port without the Straits, as far as Gibraltar, 
thirteen pence sterling per bushel ; to Malaga, fourteen 
pence ; to Allicant, fifteen pence ; to Barcelona, sixteen 
pence ; to Marseilles, seventeen pence. 

That the said Committee had agreed to let one of the 
two vessels return with the return cargo to .St. Eustativs, 
or St. Martins, for one hundred pounds currency :; and that 
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the said Cpmmittee would give directions that the said 
goods brought in return, as soon as they arrived in the 
Weft-Indies, he shipped on board of different vessels, to 
bring them to the Continent, which the Committee con- 
ceive t° be the most advantageous method. That the 
Committee have proposed to direct the whole property 
adventured to be invested in Gunpowder; and if Gun- 
powder is not to be purchased, to be invested in Saltpetre ; 
if neither Saltpetre nor Gunpowder is to be had, then to be 
laid out in good Muskets. And if none of the before-men- 
tioned articles are to be got, or not sufficient to expend the 
value of the cargoes adventured, then the property, or so 
much thereof as shall remain unexpended in those articles, 
to be laid out in goods of the following kinds, viz : 

Russia Drilling ; Raven's Duck ; Osnaburgs ; Coarse 
Linens, from twelve to fifteen pence sterling per yard ; 
Sheetings, from ten to twelve pence sterling per yard; 
Coarse Thread Hose, from twenty to twenty-five shillings 
sterling per dozen ; Coarse Tandem Silesias, from seven- 
teen to twenty shillings per piece ; Vittery, fit for soldiers' 
shirting, or any other articles they may think will be want- 
ing. 

The said Report being read a second time, and approved 
of, the Congress unanimously agreed that the said Report 
stand confirmed, and that the Committee carry the said 
Report into execution; and 

Resolved, That John Vanderbilt, Comfort Sands, and 
Jacobus Van Zandt, and each and every of them, shall be 
fully indemnified by this Congress, or the Committee of 
Safety, or the Congress of this Colony for the time being, 
against any bonds which they, or either of them, will be 
under the necessity to enter into at the Custom-House in 
New-York, for the said vessels and cargoes ; and that in 
case any costs or damages shall accrue, by means of enter- 
ing into such bonds, that all such costs and damages as may 
arise, happen, or accrue, by means thereof, shall be borne 
by this Colony ; and 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of this Congress pay to 
Jacobus Van Zandt, Comfort Sands, and John Vander- 
bilt, the sum of five thousand Pounds, in part to enable 
them toload the said vessels. 

Mr. Palmer, in pursuance of the direction of this Con- 
gress of yesterday, delivered a further Report respecting 
the Fortifications in_ff}e Highlands ; which was read and 
filed, and is in the Words following, to wit: 

That after the Committee had finished their Report in 
writing, which has been delivered in, it was agreed by Col- 
onel Nicoll and Colonel Drake, that Mr. Palmer should 
deliver in their said Report ; and that after the same should 
beread, Mr. Palmer should further report to this Congress, 
as their unanimous opinion with him, that the Fortifications 
erected, and those pointed out by them to be erected on 
Martelaer's Point, will not be sufficient for the security of 
the post, because of two large eminences overlooking the 
works, situate, the one within less, and the other not more 
than, half a mile from the works, and so situated that an 
enemjnnight improve them much to our damage. That 
they were, therefore, jointly of opinion that a Redoubt ought 
to be erected at each of those places for the security of the 
garrison. And that the Committee were further agreed in 
opinion, that it was the indispensable duty of Mr. Romans 
accurately to have observed those matters in. his first., re- 
port to the Continental and Provincial Congresses, which 
the Committee told him when there on the places, to 
which Mr. i?omans_answered, he had pointed out the. ne- 
cessity of the one, and the other he had but lately thought 
of. 

The said Report being read, this Congress agrees there- 
to, as to the Redoubts necessary to be erected on the said 
twp eminences. 

Ordered, That a copy of this Report, with a certified 
copy of the Report of the same Committee made yester- 
day, be transmittedjo the honourable the Continental Con- 
gress for their perusal, and that their directions may be 
obtained thereon ; and 

Ordered, That Colonel Brasher and Mr. Palmer carry 
those copies to the._Continen.tal Congress. 

And, as Captain John Grenell has for some time past 
been on duty, and commanding on the said Fortifications, 
and may for the present be spared, an older officer being 



now there, and it is conceived he may ulso be able to give 
■useful information relating to the places necessary to be for- 
tified, in order to obstruct the navigation of Hudson's river, 
Ordered, That Captain Grenell do attend the other 
two gentlemen to Philadelphia for that purpose. 

Ordered, That George Clinton, Esq., be appointed 
Brigadier-General of the Militia of Ulster and Orange 
Counties, formed into one Brigade, and that a Commis- 
sion be issued to him accordingly. 

The Congress adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. _ 

Die Mereurii, 10 ho. A. M., December 20, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : John Herring, Esq., President, pro tern. 
For New-York. — Mr. Beekman, Mr. Roosevelt, Colqne} 

McDougall, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sands, Mr. 

lmlay. 
Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr. G.anse- 

yoort, Mr. Bleecker. 
Dutchess,— Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine, Mr. Palmer. 
Orange. — Mr. Herring, Colonel Hay, Mr, Clarke. 
Suffolk.— Captain Wickham, Mr. Gelston, Mr. Tredwell. 
Westchester,— Doctor Graham, Mr. Lockwpod, William 

Paulding. 
Tryon. — Mr. J. Moore. 
Cumberland. — Doctor Spooner. 

Doctor Paul Spooner, from Cumberland County, ap- 
peared in. Congress, and produced tb.e following creden- 
tials, to wit : First, a Certificate from the Committee of 
that County, dated at Westminster, on the 1st day of 
December last, and signed, by John Barrett, the Clerk,* 
whereby it is certified that the Committee of the said 
County had proceeded in the election of Deputies, pur- 
suant to the Resolves of the Congress, for the Colony of 
New-York, of the 18th October last; and it is thereby 
further certified, that Major William Williams and Doctor 
Paul Spooner, are chosen by the County to represent the 
people thereof, in this Provincial Congress, at the City of 
New- York. The said Committee thereby also recommend 
a Brigadier-General, and their other 'Field and StafT Offi- 
cers, for the Militia of the said County. 

Mr. Spooner also produced another. Certificate of the 
County Committee, bearing date on the 30th of November 
last, and signed by John Barrett, their Cle_rk, whereby it 
is certified that the Deputies chosen to represeitf. the_Coun- 
ty of Cumberland, at this Provincial Congress, in the City 
of New-York, are thereby qualified", ana Tijaive TuHpower 
to act in the said Congress singly, in as ample and full a 
manner, when but one is present, as both, when both are 
present at the said Congress. _ . 

The said Certificates being read, and approved, were 
ordered to be filed ; and 

Ordered, That Mr. Spooner take his seat. 

* Mat it please your Honour: We, the Committse of Safety for this 
County, hare proceeded in the election of^DeputTes, pursuant to the 
resolves of the honourable Congress for the Colony oFNew-York, of 
October 18, 1775 : And this certifies, that Major William Williams and 
Doctor Paul Spooner, are chosen by this County, to represent the peo- 
ple thereof, in the honourable Provincial Congress, at the city of New- 
York. Also, we, the Committee of Safety for this County, havcrpresumed 
to nominate Colonel James Rogers to be thejjrigadler for Cumberland, 
Gloucester, and Charlotte Brigade. 

Moreover, according to the directions of the honourable Provincial 
Congress of New-York, (as are transmitted to us,| per our ^Delegate, 
Major Williams, we have recommended thatMthje following gentlemen, 
belonging to this County, be speedily conjnj|Migne3Jy aaii Congress, 
viz : Lower Regiment in the County : Major IffitIMm WSEgSl*' nrs ' 
Colonel; Major Jonathan Hunt, second Colonel; Lientenant JohTn 
Norton, first Major; Oliver Lovell, second Major [_Arad^ H&U, Adju- 
tant ; and Samuel Fletcher, Quartermaster. "" *? ^* .1 ,. 

Upper Regiment : Captain Joseph Marsh, first Colonel; Capt. John 
Barrett, second Colonel ; Lieutenant Hilkiah Grout, first Major; "Cap- 
tain Joel Matthews, second Major; Timothy Spencer, Adjjufafit; Amos 
RoMnson, Quartermaster, , '*."'. 7 

Regiment of Minute-Men : Captain Job Jtotslrigton, "first 'Colonel; 
Seth Smith, second Colonel; Joseph Tyler, first Major ; Xoel Marsh, 
second Major; Timothy Phelps, Adjutant; Elisha ffqwley. Quarter- 
master, 

The honourable Provincial Congress complying with out request, 
as speedily as possible, will much oblige your most obedient, humble 
servant. Signed by order of the Committee of Safety : 

John Barrett, Clerk. 
To the Honourable the President of the ProvmciaT Congress^ at the 

City of New-York. ^ -==-■=>■;- r 

CnMBERLAND County, Westminster, December 1, 1775, 
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A Letter from Mr. William Bedlow, dated at Fort Con- 
stitution, on the 14th December instant, on the subject of 
the pay of the Commissioners, was read, and filed, and is 
in the words following, to wit : 

"Fort Constitution, December 14, 1775. 

"Sir: About the latter end of October, Mr. Richard 
Yates, delivered into the honourable Provincial Congress, 
a .letter requesting they would be so kind as to fix what 
they should judge, I with my brother Commissioners on 
service here should merit per day ; as that was at the very 
latter end of the last session, I suppose through the hurry 
of business was not thought on. 

" Permit me now to request the favour of you to make 
this application known to this honourable Provincial Con- 
gress, in hopes they will let the Commissioners here know 
what they are to have. This will lay us under grateful ob- 
ligations to you and them ; in particular him, who is with 
r%elct, sir, your humble servant, WlLLIAM Bedlqw . 

" To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq." 

The Congress took into consideration the subject-matter 
of the said Letter, and after some time spent thereon, 

Resolved, That there be allowed to each of the Com- 
missioners employed in erecting the said Fortifications on 
the banks of Hudson's river, in the Highlands, ten shil- 
lings per day, for every day that he has been or shall be 
employed in that service. 

And to prevent any expense that may by any means be 
avoided : 

Agreed, That only three Commissioners for the present 
be continued in that service, to wit: Mr. John Berrien, in 
New-York, and two at the Fortifications. 

And as Messrs. William Bedlow and Thomas Grcnell 
were first employed in that service, 

Ordered, That they be continued; and if Mr. Gre- 
nell's state of health should become such as to prevent his 
attendance on that service, that, in his absence, his place be 
supplied by Mr. Jonathan Lawrence. 

Mr. John Broome, Chairman, pro tern., of the Com- 
mittee of the City of New- York, attending at the door, 
was admitted. He delivered in the several Papers hereafter 
mentioned, which were read, and Mr. Broome withdrew. 

The first matter delivered in by the said Chairman of 

the Committee, is an application for the loan of Money, 

which being read and filed, is in the words following, to 

wit: 

■' New-York Committee Chamber, December 19, 1775. 

" The Chairman having informed the Committee that 
there were several demands upon this Board, which have 
been due some considerable time, requested they would 
take them under, consideration, and concert some means 
for discharging them : 

"Ordered, That the Chairman be authorized to apply 
to the Provincial Congress, for the loan of one thousand 
Pounds, (subject to no interest,) and to give a receipt for 
the same, and to engage that the same shall be repaid out 
of the first moneys that shall be raised by way of a tax in 
this City and County, for defraying the necessary charges 
incurred for the publjck service in defending our rights and 
privileges. John Broome, Chairman, pro tern." 

The Congress took the said application of the City Com- 
mittee in consideration, and are unanimously of opinion, 
that the small supply of Money expected speedily to be 
received in the Treasury of this Congress, and their pre- 
sent heavy debts, will not admit of making a loan of one 
thousand Pounds ; but that to relieve the necessities of the 
Committee, an Order be made on the Treasurer of this 
Congress, for the sum of five hundred Pounds, payable to 
the Cha irman. 

Therefore, Ordered, That Peter V. R. Livingston, 
Esq., as Treasurer of this Congress, send to Mr. John 
Broome, as Chairman, pro tern, of the Committee of the 
City of New-York, or to the Chairman for the time then 
beinc, the sum of five hundred Pounds, and take such re- 
ceipt and engagement for the same as proposed by the said 
Committee in their application to this Congress for a loan. 

Mr. Broome also delivered in a list and arrangement of 
the Officers of Colonel Heyer's Regiment, which was read 
and approved of, and filed; and, 

Ordered, That Commissions be issued accordingly. 



Mr. Broome also delivered in a list of Officers of three 
beats of the Militia of the City of New- York. 

Ordered, That Commissions be issued accordingly. 

The case of John Blackler, referred to this Congress 
from the Committee of the City of New-York, and a Let- 
ter from the said John Blackler to Governour Tryon, which 
were this morning delivered by Mr. Broome, as Chairman, 
pro tempore, were read.* 

A Letter from the Committee of Richmond County, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 
" Richmond County, December 15, 1775. 
" Mr. President, Sir: Your favour of the 2d of De- 
cember, we hereby acknowledge came safe to our hand, and 
with the majority of the Committee considered the con- 
tents. We agreeably to your request, have caused by adver- 
tisement the freeholders and inhabitants in our County to 
be convened on this day, in order that their sense might be 
taken, whether they would choose Deputies to represent 
them in Provincial Congress or not ; accordingly, a number 
of the said freeholders and inhabitants did appear ; a regu- 
lar poll was opened, and continued till six o'clock, at the 
conclusion of which it appeared that a majority was for the 
present for sending no Deputies. 

" Our former conduct in sending of Deputies, to repre- 
sent us in Provincial Congress, was elevated with encour- 
aging hopes of having, ere this, obtained the so much de- 
sired point in our view, namely, a reconciliation with Great 
Britain. But with anxiety, we express it, that the hopes 
of obtaining so desirable an event is_now almost vanished 
out of our sight, and instead of which, we T)ehold with 
horrour every appearance of destruction that a war with 
Great Britain will bring upon us. Under these appre- 
hensions, and in our particular situation, we hope you will 
view us, and when candidly considered, we trust will fur- 
nish you with sufficient reasons for the present to forbear 

with us. 

" We wish and pray that if yet any hopes of reconci- 
liation is left, that measures might be adopted, if possible, 
to obtain that desirable end, in wishing or which we con- 
clude ourselves, your most obedient and humble servants, 

" John Tysen, 
" Christian Jacobson, 
" Daniel Corsen, 
" Peter Mersereatj, 
"Joseph Christopher, 
" Lambert Merrell, 
" John Foillon. 
" To Nathaniel Woodhull, President of the Provincial Con 
gress, New-York." 

" P. S. Should the Congress think it necessary for further 
information of the state of our County, ihey will please to 
order two of our Committee to appear before them for that 
purpose." 

9 m * Committee Chamber, New-York, Decemler 19, 1775. 

John Blackler having been confined for some time at the upper bar. 
racks, was, this evening, examined before this Board. It appeared by 
his confession that lie had been several weeks on board the Asia, 
man-of-war; that his intention was to procure a passage to "Boston, 
and from there to England, and for that purpose requested the assist- 
anco of Governour Tryon; that he did hot intend to enter in the 
Ministerial army, unless he could get the office he formerly had, (a 
Lieutenant,) which was a thousand to one against him ; that upon 
the whole, his intention was to go to England, by the way of Boston, 
as he could not readily get one from this place ; that he did not desire 
a commission in the army, (meaning the Ministerial army;) that he 
took refuge on board the Asia to avoid being taken and confined for 
debt. 

The Committee taking into consideration Mr. Blaclcler^s case, are of 
opinion, that the law passed by the late Provincial Congress for this 
Colony does not authorize this Board to determine thereon. The ques- 
tion being then put, whether Blackler be remanded to the guard-house, 
and a state of his case bo represented to tho Provincial Congress 7 Car- 
ried unanimously in the affirmative. By order of the Committee: 

John Broome, Chairman, pro tern. 

May it please tour Excellency : Accept of my most grateful ac- 
knowledgments for those favours conferred on me, and rest assured I 
shall endeavour to make it my study to convince your Excellency, 
your kind recommendation was bestowed, though on an unfortunate, 
yet a deserving object. Since I have been on shore, I have, through 
the interest of my friends, been furnished with necessaries for my pa*. 
sage to Boston, with some letters of recommendation to gentlemen there. 
1 now, as the last request, which I am almosTaTraid to make, beg yooj 
Excellency would assist me with some small pittance, only to serve mo 
a few days after my arrival. Indeed, sir, I would not solicit_it, but dirn 
necessity obliges me. May every happiness attend your Excellency, 
is the most ardent wish of yonr Excellency's very obedient, humble 
servant, John Blacxi.br;" 

To His Excellency Goveraour Tryon. "~ 
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After sundry proposals mentioned, relating to the people 
of Richmond _ County, the further consideration thereof is 
deferred until the state of Queen's County is taken into 
consideration. 

Captain Skidmore, of Queen's County, attending at the 
door for an Order for the Arms of such men in his Com- 
pany as have not been sent into the Continental service, 

Ordered, That Peter T. C'urtenius deliver to Captain 
Skidmore such Arms of the people of Queen's County as 
remain in his custody, and were received from the men be- 
longing to Captain Skidmore' s Company, to wit: From 
William Mills, Dirck Amerman, John Stanson, alias John 
Stiene; and that Mr. Curtenius pay to Jonah Roades, Cor- 
nelius Loosie, Mary Mills, Peter Fredericks, and Fred- 
erick Amerman, respectively, the appraised value of the 
Arrnsreceived of them respectively, and sent into the pub- 
lick service. 

A draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this Colony 
at the Continental Congress, was read and approved of, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New.York, December 20, 1775. 

Gentlemen: A dispute having unhappily taken place 
between the Commissioners appointed to superintend the 
work at the Fortifications in the Highlands and the Engi- 
neer, which we apprehended might retard the works neces- 
sary to be done, we thought proper to depute a Committee 
of three of our body to repair to the said Fortifications, 
and endeavour to accommodate the said difference ; and in 
case they should not be able to effect that, to give such 
directions for expediting the necessary work as they should 
judge best for the publick service. In consequence whereof, 
Messrs. Palmer, Nicott, and Drake, who were appointed 
the Committee, went to the place, and have reported their 
proceedings and sentiments in the premises, a copy of 
which we now enclose you for the consideration of Con- 
gress. We beg leave to suggest to you that the report of 
the Committee respecting the expediency of erecting a 
Fortification on the eminence at Pooploop's Kill, demands 
your most serious attention. 

The bearers hereof, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Palmer, and 
Captain Grenell, are appointed by this Congress to lay a 
state of the above matter before the Continental Con- 
gress; und if it should be approved of, we are of opinion 
that no time ought to be lost in carrying it into execution. 

We have drawn on the Pennsylvania Delegates for fifty 
thousand dollars, (you have procured an order for,) in 
favour of Colonel Brasher and Mr. Palmer. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, pro tempore, and transmitted. 

Doctor Spooner delivered in sundry Letters and Papers, 
which were read and filed, and are as follows, to wit : 

A Letter from Colonel James Rogers, of Cumberland 
County, of the 14th September last, whereby, for political 
reasons, he declines the office of Brigadier-General of the 
Militia. 

A Paper, signed by the inhabitants of the Township of 
Putney, in Cumberland County, dated the 6th of December 
instant,* stating objections against the gentlemen named 

* Putney, December 6, 1775,— Sir: We, the inhabitants of Putney, 
beg leave to signify to you, that the proceedings of the late County 
Convention, first the Congress, secondly as a Committee of Safety for 
the County, sir, we humbly conceive, have discovered such a spirit 
of ignorance or tyranny, that we are apprehensive that our liberties, 
which we are contending for, are in danger, and like to be wrung out of 
our hands by nine or ten arbitrary men, who seem to be engaged in 
counteracting these our Resolves, in irritating the minds of the people 
with their inconsistent and impolitick proceedings, discovering that 
they are set upon making such a choice as will be disagreeable to the 
body of the people; andm particular in the last choice, in choosing 
men t hat could by no means be recommended by the body of the peo. 
pie ; and, particularly, some whom large objections were made against ; 
and good evidence could be procured against them, that they ever have 
discovered an inimical spirit to the liberties of America — now, all this 
doth sufficiently prove, that our liberties are, or near, at an end, unless 
we exert ourselves for our defence. We, therefore, pray that the sense 
of the people maybe had before the choice of Field-Officers go to JVeio- 
York ; for why should we be deprived of our rights, and have men im- 
posed upon us that we have reason to fear are not friends, and to have 
in the County concerned, a multiplicity of inconsistent Resolves, which 
they themselves have made void ; and have never had the goodness to 
consult their constituents, for the peace of the County. Now, sir, this 
we esteem as an infringement on our rights, and are determined never 
to submit to tyranny, for which our country now bleeds. We pray, 
therefore, that you would not make return of this choice, if you have 
regard for the peace of the County. We must let you know, that if 
tins plan stands good, we will join with our brethren, and send our Pro. 
test to Nea-York. 



and recommended by the County Committee for Field- 
Officers of the Militia of that County. 

A Paper, signed by a number of the inhabitants of West- 
minster, dated 7th of December instant,f setting forth simi- 
lar objections to the same gentlemen as Field-Officers of 
the Militia of that County. 

A Paper signed by the inhabitants of Fulham, dated the 
13th December instant,J setting forth similar objections to 
the same gentlemen, as Field-Officers of the Militia of that 
County. 

A Paper, subscribed, containing the Association of all 
the males in Townshend, in Cumberland County. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety consist of thir- 
teen members ; and that Doctor Paul Spooner be added, 
to be a member of the Committee of Safety. 

The Congress being informed that John Abeel had de- 
clared, that William Bayard had informed him and others 
that the Deputies who compose this Congress had agreed 
to pay themselves four dollars per day each, while they 
attend the Congress: 

Ordered, That John Abeel attend this Congress at four 
o'clock this afternoon. 

The Congress adjourned till 3 o'clock, P. M. 

Die Mercurii, 3 ho. P. M., December 20, 1775, 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: John Herring, Esq., President, pro tern. 
For New- York. — Colonel McDougall, Captain Rutgers, 

Mr. Ray, Mr. Sands, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Imlay. 
Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Captain Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 

voort, Mr. Bleecker. 
Dutchess. — Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine, Mr. Palmer. 
Or-ang-e.^Colonel Hay, Mr. Herring, Mr. Clarke. 
Suffolk.— Captain Wickham, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Gelston. 
Westchester. — Doctor Graham, Major Lockwood, Mr. 

Paulding. 
Cumberland. — Doctor Spooner. 
Tryon. — Mr. John Moore, _ __. . 

We trust you will exert yourself to heal this breach ; and, putting 
confidence in your goodness, we, with esteem, subscribe ourselves your 
humble servants, 

John French, James Hail, Jonas More, 

Cyrus Helighton, Grandol Kennoled, Benjamin Huckens, 

James B. Winandt, Simon Smeed, Daniel Gates, 

Elisha Eyers, Jonathan Lockling, Philip Alexander, 

Amos Hail, Mical Law, Giddon Bagger, 

John McWain, Elplia Hubard, Daniel Jewet, 

Jonathan Houghton, Abijah More, Abijah Whitney, 

Rufus More, John Perry, Solomon Perry, 

Ebenezer Perce, Joseph Guther, Moses Perry, 

Aaron Eflee, Caleb Greene, Cyrus Witconjb. 

Cyrus Witcomb, Jr., 
To Colonel Williams, of Dryer, and Mr. Paul Spooner, to be commu- 
nicated to the honourable Provincial Congress at the City of Nea- 
York. 

t Westminster, December 7, 1775. — Sir : We, the subscribers, inha- 
bitants of Westminster, beg leave to inform you that the late choice 
of Field-Officers is esteemed very unhappy by us, as the manner in 
which they were chosen was an infringement on the rights of the peo- 
ple, as there was not but a part of the Committee thero, and those that 
were there had no instructions from the body. To proceed as they did, 
and for this town in particular, in choosing John Norton, who could 
not have had a majority of votes in this town, orin any town where he 
is known, as his language hath always discovered a spirit of disappro- 
bation of the proceedings of the Colonies, as could have been proved, if 
the Committee had not deprived the complainants of the right of an 
Englishman, to have time to collect evidence. This, with the election 

of others, who we have reason to fear * determined, 

get into office without the vote of the people, depriving us of the privi- 
leges that we are now contending for. We, therefore, pray that this 
choice may not be sent to York, for why should wo have men imposed 
on us by nine or ten arbitrary men ? Sir, we deal plainly, that we can- 
not submit to be governed by such men as we have reason to fear would 
betray us into the hands of the enemy. And if the County cannot 
have their rights, we must join with our neighbours in sending a pro- 
test against all the illegal proceedings, to York. We hope yon will 
consider of the sad nature of division, and exert yourself to heal the 
breach in the County. 

We shall depend on your goodness, and with esteem, subscribe our- 
selves, your humble servants. 

[Here follows a list of names, mostly illegible] 

Sir, we are sorry to trouble you in this manner. Necessity calls for 
it, as tyranny appears so evident in the late County Convention, that 
unless a stop is put to it, the County is ruined. 
To Colonel Williams and Mr. Paul Spooner, to be communicated to 

the Provincial Congress, at the City of New-York. 



tFoLHAM, December 13, 1775. — Honoured Sir : We, the inhabitants 
of Fulham, beg leave to inform you that the late choice of Field-Officers 
we esteem such an infringement on the 'rights of the peoplerand not 
[• Illegible in original manuscript] 
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The Congress took into consideration the case of Jolm 
Blackler, and thereupon, 

Ordered, That he be kept in confinement until the fur- 
ther order of this Congress. 

The Congress then took into consideration the necessity 
and advantage of a small Armed Vessel, to be maintained in 
the East "River or Sound, to prevent persons inimical. to 
the liberties of the American Colonies supplying the Mi- 
nisterial Army and Navy with Provisions : 

Q rd JL e Jx- T^at Colonel McDougaU and Captain Rut- 
gers be, and "hereby are appointed a Committee to pur- 
chase a proper Vessel for that purpose, and to have her 
"pfopfrly ar'meJ ancl fitted out ; and ordered that those gen- 
tlemen do not expend on the purchase and outfit of such 
Vessel more than the sum of six hundred Pounds. 

The Committee appointed 16 prepare amendments to 
the Resolves for regulating the Militia of this Colony, 
brought in their Report, which was read ; and according to 
order, being read a second time, and many amendments 
made thereto, was agreed to, and resolved on, and is in the 
words following, to wit: 

Appendix to the Rules and Orders for regulating the 
Militia of the Colony of New- York. 

1st. As the desire of promotion in the publick service is 
extremely laudable, and therefore should be so far encour- 
aged, as may be consistent with the safety of the publick, 
and at "the same time may not be construed into a design 
of countenancing promotions, of course it is earnestly re- 
commen'ded 'to every Company to have a regard in elec- 
tions, to promote 'to offices according to rank, so far as may 
be consistent with true merit and ability to serve the pub- 
lick. 

2d. That whereve'r a sufficient number of Minute- Men 
do not voluntarily turn out of any Regiment of the Militia 
of this Colony, to complete the proportion fn the aforesaid 
Rules and Orders required, the deficiency be made up by 
lot from those companies in which such deficiency shall 
happen. 

3d. That the Militia of T the Counties of Dutches's and 
Westchester be two separate Brigades. 

4th. That when any person shall think himself aggrieved 

being the vote of the body of the people, nor yet the vote of the Com. 
mittee as'a body, and several of the men being much suspected of being 
unfriendly to the liberties of America, and, in particular, John Norton, 
who is'umversally known to be in opposition to the plan of liberty, 
sir, we think the precedent to be bad in having men chosen by indi- 
viduals ; and much more to have men to lead us to the place of action 
whose goodness is suspected. We, therefore, in duty to our country, 
ourselves, and posterity, do humbly pray that those men in nomination 
may not he in nomination, and may not Tie recommended for commis- 
sions till the "sense of the body of the County be known. For why 
should nine or ten men presume to personate thet>bdy, without any in- 
giructfenj from the^ibdy of the people of this County. Sir, we pray 
that yb'u' would not carry the choice, which we esteem so illegal, to New- 
York, as we have a value for your honour. Sir, we must be plain in our 
relationlo you, and teTTyou, that unless the inconsistent and invpolitick 
.proceedings of the last County Convention can be looked into, and re- 
dress had for the .many infringements which we have received .from 
them, we must send our protest, by way of remonstrance, to New-York, 
to the Provincial Congress. Sir, we are unwilling to enter on this, but 
for QUTjfiittire safety must do it ; and hope that you, by your timely in- 
terposition, will prevent so unhappy a task. Sir, we look upon the 
Whole nomination as illegal, and we must enter our protest against the 
whole ; for there was but nine out of twenty-one, and seven out of that 
body were in nomination. . 

Sir, trusting in your goodness, we hope you will give a true repre- 
sentation to our brethren, the honourable Provincial Congress at JVelc- 

tor]c,:::_ "..:; . . 

.. Sir.'we remain your most sincere and true friends, the true Sons of 
Liberty, 

Jonathan Knight, Ebonezcr Haven, Thomas Clark, 

Hostea Miller, Berzille Rice, John Hooker, 

Enoch Cook, Samuel Dutton, Benjamin Jones, Jr., 

Eli as Wi lder, Samuel Wilder, Ezra Robinson, 

.Benjamin Jones, Cornelias Jones, Aaron Jones, 

Samuel Smith, Richard Kelly, Andrew Graham, 

Samuel Knight, Jr., Lemuel Spaulding, John Wilder, 

Rathaniel Frenit, Joshua Walton, Joseph Heldreth, Jr., 

Aaron Brooks. Jr., Benjamin Putnam, Daniel Gates, 

Rufus Sergeants, James Hanley, Joseph Temple, 

Parmelas Temple, Samuel Temple, D-niel Temple, 

Joseph Temple, Jr., Abel Houghton, William Boyden, 

Jfeljjah Town, Elijah Town, Jr., Thomas Holton, 

Aaion"Holt6n, John Butler, Sbcpard Gates, 

Ashbel Johnson, James ^ichols, John Scott, 

Jbseph' Covey, " JJariiel Kathan, John" Millar, 

Isaiajj Miliar, Israel H66k'er, EMne4'ei"B"rooks, 

Samuel. Layton, Aaron Brooks, Daniel Sergeants, 

'jpsepn'ffilcireth, Daniel Sargeanls," Jr., 

To Mr^ JfauTlSpdoner, to be communicated to the honourable Provin- 
cial Congress, sitting at the City of New-York. 



with respect to his being fined in consequence of the above- 
mentioned Regulations, the Committee of the City, Town, 
Manor, Precinct, or District, where the cause of complaint 
ariseth, upon complaint made to them, shall have power to 
hear and determine 'the matter; and iT said complaint shall 
appear to be groundless and vexatious, the complainant 
shall forfeit a sum equal to the fine in dispute, to be levied 
upon his goods and chattels by warrant from the Chairman, 
directed to a Sergeant of the company; 'the said forfeiture 
to be applied in the same manner as the fines in the before- 
'Said Regulations are applied ; and that no man shall be fined 
for want of powder and ball who shall produce a receipt 
from his Captain of his having deposited in his hands six 
"shillings and nine pence for the purchase of those articles. 

5th. That beside the stated meetings of the companies 
6f the Militia, it be recommended to the commissioned and 
non-commissioned officers to use all possible diligence to 
perfect their companies in the military art, by inviting thern 
together in small parties as often as they conveniently can 
meet. 

6th. That although persons above fifty years of age are 
not required to be enrolled in the Militia, yet it is most 
earnestly recommended to them that they be respectively 
provided with arms, accoutrements, and ammunition, as 
though they were required to be enroll ed, 

7th. That it be earnestly recommended to every man 
in the Militia to provide himself with a bayonet, properly 
fitted to his musket or fire-lock. 

8th. That no new troops of Horse [be formed, unless an 
augmentation be recommended by Congress or the Com- 
mittee of Safety. 

9th. That all persons incurring the penalties for ncm- 
attendance and disobedience of orders, specified in the 
twelfth clause, shall for every default incur the forfeitures 
therein annexed to the first default, notwithstanding their 
being held up as enemies of their country. 

10th. That the Minute-Men meet in their respective 
companies on the first and third Mondays in every month, 
and pass through the necessary military exercise, under 
their proper officers; and that for the second meeting in 
every month, the officers and privates be respectively 
allowed the pay of the Continental troops, agreeably to 
the new establishment ; provided that the commanding offi- 
cer of each Minute company, who shall be present at the 
muster and exercise of each respective T^Tmute company, 
do deliver to the Committee of the City, Town, Precinct, 
or District, in which they shall so meet to exercise, a mus- 
ter-roll of the commissioned and non-commissioned officers 
and privates of their respective companies, who did actually 
appear and exercise until they were dismissed by the com- 
'm'andin'g officer, sworn to by the officer wTio was present 
and commanded for the day; and that beside these regu- 
lations, it be recommended to them to/meet in such sub- 
divisions of each company, under 'a proper officeiyasAvlll 
be most convenient for their frequent meeting. 

11th. That if any officer should omit to meet atrtf exer- 
cise his men upon the days appointed, or shall, through 
favour or affection, neglect to levy any fines in the~'said 
Rules and Orders for regulating the Militia required to be 
levied, he shall forfeit for every such neglect the sum of 
forty shillings, to be levied and applied as is directed in 
the twelfth clause of the before refermd-tCi Regulations. 

12th. Resolved, That the officers of the Minute compa- 
nies, that are already chosen, do continue /their offices, till 
'the further orders of this orsome future Congress. 

A Letter from Colonel Levi Pawling, of Marbletown, 
was read and filed, and is in the wordsjibllowing, to wit : 

" Marbletown, December T4, 1775.. 

"Gentlemen: Yours of the 17th \ October 1 have re- 
ceived. In answer to which I have given orders to the 
regiment I have the honour to command, that Whenever 
the alarm shall be given, they muster, according to desire, 
equipped and with provision, in Marbletown, the place of 
my residence; which is, gentlemen, from your assured 
friend and humble servant, Levi Pawling. 

"To the President of the Honourable Provincial Con- 
gress," 

A Letter from Jacobus Surartwd nt , Chairma n o f the Cam - 
mittee at Fishkill, was read and .fileiL_Tt contains a Re- 
turn of the following Officers, to wit: George G. Brinck- 
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erhoof First Lieutenant, Stephen Osborne and Benjamin 
Rosekrans, Ensigns, of Captain Stephen Brinckerhoofs 
Company. 

Ordered, That Commissions be issued accordingly. 

The Congress adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Jovis, 10 ho. A. M., December 21, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : John Herring, Esq., President, pro tern. 
For New-York. — Colonel McDougall, Mr. Roosevelt, 

Captain Rutgers, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sands, Mr. Scott; Mr. 

Van Zandt and Colonel Brasher absent on duty. 
Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 

voort, Mr. Bleecker. 
Dutchess. — Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Schenck. 
Suffolk.— Captain Wickham, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Gel- 

fiton. 
Orange. — Mr. Herring, Colonel Hay, Mr. Clarke. 
Ulster. — Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine ; Mr. Palmer absent 

on duty. 
Westchester. — Dr. Graham, Major Lockwood. 
Tryon. — Mr. J. Moore. 
Cumberland. — Mr. Spooner. 

The Congress took into consideration the state of 
Queen's County ; and after some considerable time spent 
thereon, it was postponed till the afternoon. 

The Congress then proceeded to fix and determine the 
rank of the Militia Officers of the several Counties in this 
Colony, in order to enable the Committee, appointed for 
that purpose, to form and report a General Regulation for 
the Militia of the Colony ; and after some time spent there- 
on, the Congress determined the Officers of the respective 
Counties to have rank in the following order, to wit: 1st. 
New-York; 2d. Albany; 3d. Suffolk; 4lh. Ulster; 5th. 
Westchester; 6th. Orange; 7th. Dutchess; 8th. King's; 
9th. Queen's; I Oth. Richmond; 11th. Tryon; 12th. 
Cumberland; 13th. Charlotte; 14th. Gloucester. 

The Congress then proceeded for the same purpose to 
fix and ascertain the rank of the respective Brigadier-Gene- 
rals of the several Brigades in this Colony ; and, there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the Brigadier-General of the Brigade 
which consists of the Militia of New- York, King's, and 
Richmond Counties, be considered as the first Brigadier- 
General of this Colony, and take rank accordingly. 

That the Brigadier-General of the Brigade which con- 
sists of the Militia of Albany and Tryon Counties, be con- 
sidered as the second Brigadier-General of this Colony, 
and take rank accordingly. 

That the Brigadier-General of the Brigade which con- 
sists of the Militia of Suffolk and Queen's Counties, be 
considered as the third Brigadier-General of this Colony, 
and take rank accordingly. 

That the Brigadier-General of the Brigade which con- 
sists of the Militia of Ulster and Orange Counties, be con- 
sidered as the fourth Brigadier-General of this Colony, and 
take rank accordingly. 

That the Brigadier-General of the Militia of Westchester 
County be considered as the fifth Brigadier-General of this 
Colony, and take rank accordingly. 

That the Brigadier-Genera! of the Militia of Dutchess 
County be considered as the sixth Brigadier-General of 
this Colony, and take rank accordingly. 

That the Brigadier-General of the Militia of the Coun- 
ties of Cumberland, Gloucester, and Charlotte, be consider- 
ed as the seventh Brigadier-General of this Colony, and 
take rank accordingly. 

The Congress adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Die Jovis, 3 ho. P. M., December 21, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: John Herring, Esq., President, pro tern. 
For New- York .—Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. 1m- 

lay, Mr. Ray, Mr. Sands, Mr. Rutgers ; Mr. Van Zandt 

and Colonel Brasher absent on business. 
Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Capt. Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 

voort, Mr. Bleecker. 
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Dutchess. — Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Schenck. 
Orange. — Mr. Herring, Colonel Hay, Mr. Clarke. 
Suffolk. — Captain Wickham, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Gel- 

ston. 
Ulster. — Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine ; Mr. Palmer absent 

on duty. 
Westchester. — Dr. Graham, Major Lockwood. 
Tryon. — Mr. Moore. 
Cumberland. — Dr. Spooner. 

On application of the members of Ulster County, now 
present, 

Ordered, That Thomas Palmer, Esquire, be appointed 
Colonel, Thomas Johnson, Jun., Lieutenant-Colonel, Ar- 
thur Parks, first Major, and Samuel Logan, second Major, 
Severyn Bruyn, Adjutant, and Isaac Belknap, Quarter- 
master, of the Southern Regiment of Minute-Men in Ulster 
County, and that Commissions be issued to those gentle- 
men accordingly. 

And on application of the same Members, 

Ordered, That Charles Dcwitt, Esquire, be appointed 
Col. Andreas Deioitt, Jun., Lieutenant-Colonel, Christo- 
pher Tappen, first Major, Cornelius E. Wynkoop, second 
Major, Oake Sudam, Adjutant, and Cornelius S. Elmen- 
dorph, Quartermaster, of the Northern Regiment of Min- 
ute-Men in Ulster County, and that Commissions be issued 
to those gentlemen accordingly. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
state of Queen's County and of Richmond County ; and 
after some considerable time spent thereon, came to a de- 
termination and Resolutions, in the words following, to 
wit: 

Whereas, on the 13th inst., on information that a num- 
ber of disaffected persons in Queen's County had been sup- 
plied with Arms and Ammunition from on board the Asia, 
sbip-of-war, and had been arraying themselves in military 
manner to oppose the measures taken by the United Colo- 
nies for the defence of their just rights and privileges, and 
thrown out many threatening expressions against sundry 
persons residing in that and the neighbouring Counties, it 
was resolved by this Congress, as their opinion, that such 
conduct is inimical to the common cause of the United Co- 
lonies, and ought not by any means to be suffered, but that 
measures should be immediately taken to put a stop to it ; 
and it was therefore ordered, that the inhabitants of the said 
County should appear by a Committee before this Congress 
on Wednesday then next, at ten o'clock in the morning, to 
give satisfaction in the premises ; with which order the said 
inhabitants of Queen's County have not complied : And 
whereas, the persons above-mentioned, and their adhe- 
rents, have opposed the election of Representatives for 
that County in this Congress, on a poll opened for that 
purpose, whereby that County remains unrepresented in 
this Congress : And whereas, a prevailing party prevented 
the election of Delegates for the County of Richmond, at 
a late poll there opened for that purpose, by means where- 
of the said County is not represented in this Congress: 
And whereas, the poll-list for Queen's County has been re- 
turned to this Congress, whereby the persons opposing 
such representation as aforesaid, and appearing to this 
Congress to be inimical to the interest of the United Colo- 
nies, may be ascertained : 

Resolved, first, That such inimical persons as aforesaid, 
have been guilty of a breach of the General Association, 
and of an open contempt of the authority of this Congress, 
as effectually representing the majority of the inhabitants 
of this Colony. 

Resolved, secondly, That the inhabitants of the County, 
of Richmond, by neglecting to elect Representatives in this. 
Congress, have been guilty of a breach oFthe General As- 
sociation. 

Resolved, thirdly, That the Committee of the said Coun- 
ty of Richmond do, and shall, within fifteen days after the 
publication hereof, return to this Congress, or the Commit- 
tee of Safety, a list of the names of those who appose a 
representation of the said County in this Congress, to the 
end that the delinquents against the common cause in that 
County may be ascertained ; and that in default thereof the 
whole County of Richmond be deemed delinquent. 

Resolved, fourthly, That the said delinquents in the said 
two Counties respectively, and each a ad every of them, 
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be, and hereby are, entirely put out of the protection of this 
Congress. 

Resolved, fifthly, That all friendly and commercial in- 
tercourse between the said persons, so put respectively out 
of the protection of this Congress, and the other inhabi- 
tants of this Colony, ought to be, and the same, as far as 
can be effected by the recommendation of this Congress, 
hereby is, and shall continue to be, totally interdicted until 
further order of this Congress or the Committee of Safety. 

And to the end that no persons may plead ignorance of 
the aforegoing Resolves, and this Order, 

It is Ordered, The same, together with a list of such 
delinquents as aforesaid, in each of the said Counties, be, 
without delay, respectively printed and dispersed in Hand- 
bills, and inserted in all the publick Newspapers of this 
Colony. 

A draft of a Letter to the Delegates of (his Colony at 
Continental Congress was read, and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, December 21, 1775. 

Ordered, That copies of the aforegoing Resolves and 
Orders be enclosed in the following Letter to the Delegates 
of this Colony in Continental Congress. 

Gentlemen : We take the liberty to enclose to you a copy 
of our proceedings respecting the delinquents in Queen's 
and Richmond Counties. We apprehend we have pro- 
ceeded against them as far as a prudent regard to the pre- 
sent circumstances of the capital of this Colony, and the 
safety of the Colony in general, as far as it depends upon 
the security of its capital, will permit ; and for this assertion 
we beg leave to suggest the following reasons, to wit : 

1st. The power which the King's ships have for de- 
stroying the property in this city. 

2d. Our being almost utterly destitute of powder for a 
defence of the city, were it in other respects defensible 
against naval force. 

3d. The great probability that an array of troops against 
the above-mentioned delinquents, by authority of this Con- 
gress, even were we sufficiently provided for the purpose 
with powder, would bring on a firing upon the city. 

4th. We are now expediting vessels for the importation 
of powder, Stc. This object, should it be known, would 
necessarily incense the Navy ; we may lose, as well, the 
opportunity of supplying the inhabitants of this city with 
the necessaries of life, in a severe season, which necessaries 
it is well known, we are almost entirely supplied with by 
water. 

If, in the judgment of the Continental Congress, the de- 
linquents in the above-mentioned Counties ought to be fur- 
ther dealt with, we flatter ourselves, that, however ready 
#e are to "sacrifice the property of this capital in the de- 
fence of the common rights of America, the above rea- 
sons, and such others as may occur to you, will have their 
weight with Congress, to shew the impropriety of employ- 
ing any of the inhabitants of this Colony, and particularly 
of this city, in active service against the said delinquents, if 
others can be employed for the purpose. Their opposition 
to the common cause is of dangerous example, and there- 
fore, ought, in our opinion, to be quelled, if by prudent 
means it can be done ; for we have little reason to believe, 
that should they by any means be induced to send dele- 
gates to this Congress, their true characters would be no 
other than that of spies of our conduct. 

We desire you to communicate this and the enclosed 
without delay, to the Continental Congress; and are, gen- 
tlemen, with great respect, their and your most obedient 
servants. By order. 

To the Gentlemen in delegation for the Colony of Netc- 
York, in Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, pro tern., and transmitted. 

Ordered, That in case the Continental Congress shall 
rise without having made any determination on the above 
subject, that the Committee of Safety be empowered, and 
in such case hereby is empowered, to write to the Commit- 
tees of the neighbouring Colonies respectively, as the case 
may require, informing them of the inimical conduct of the 
inhabitants of the aforesaid Counties, to the security of the 
United Colonies, whereby they have forfeited the protection 



of this Congress, and therefore, that the Committees afore- 
said, be at liberty to take such measures with the enemies 
of America in those Counties, as they shall judge necessary 
to put it out of their power to assist our common enemy ; 
provided, the innocent and helpless be not injured in life or 
property, nor the lives or property of the guilty unnecessa- 
rily or wantonly destroyed ; and to this end that they enclose 
in said letter or letters a list of the delinquents. 

The Committee appointed to form a Regulation or Ar- 
rangement for the Militia of this Colony, delivered in their 
Report, which was read ; and the same being read a second 
time, paragraph by paragraph, and many amendments and 
additions made thereto, and finally agreed to and resolved 
on, is in the words following, to wit : 
Rules and Orders for arranging the Rank of the Officers 
of the Militia, of the Colony of New- Your. 

1st. The Major-General to be Commander-in-chief of 
all the Militia now embodied and hereafter to be embodied 
within this Colony. 

2d. The Brigadier-General for the Brigade of the City 
and County of New- York, the County of King's, and 
Richmond, to be the second in command. 

3d. The Brigadier-General of the Brigade of the City 
and County of Albany, and County of Tryon, to be the third 
in command. 

4th. The Brigadier-General of the Brigade of the Coun- 
ties of Suffolk and Queen's, to be the fourth in command. 

5th The Brigadier-General of the Brigade of the Coun- 
ties of Ulster and Orange, to be the fifth in command. 

6th. The Brigadier-General of the Brigade of the Coun- 
ty of Westchester, to be the sixth in command. 

7th. The Brigadier-General of the Brigade of the Coun- 
ty of Dutchess, to be the seventh in command. 

8th. The Brigadier-General of the Counties of Char- 
lotte, Cumberland and Gloucester, to be the eighth in com- 
mand. 

9th. The Majors of Brigade to take rank in the man- 
ner above-mentioned, according to the priority of the Bri- 
gade they shall respectively belong to. 

10th. That the Commissioned Officers of equal dignity 
of the several Regiments of Militia, in the different Coun- 
ties, shall take rank and precedence according to the follow- 
ing arrangement: Of the City and County of New- York, 1; 
Albany, 2 ; Suffolk, 3 ; Ulster, 4 ; Westchester, 5 ; Orange, 
6; Dutchess, 1 ; King's, 8; Queen's, 9; Richmond, 10; 
Tryon, 11; Cumberland, 12; Charlotte, 13; Glouces- 
ter, 14. 

11th. The rank of some of the Battalions or Regiments 
and Companies in some of the Counties being settled either 
by the Colonel already chosen or appointed, or by the Ge- 
neral Committee of the County, it is recommended that the 
several Committees in this Colony, where such arrange- 
ments are not already made, do follow the example in ar- 
ranging the Battalions and Companies within their respec- 
tive Counties, and transmit a copy of such arrangements to 
the Secretary of the Provincial Congress, or Committee of 
Safety, for the time being. 

12th. That the Colonel of the First Regiment in any 
County in this Colony, shall take rank of a Colonel of any 
Second Regiment of any other County, notwithstanding 
the seniority of said County, and so on with respect to 
second, third, he, Regiments, and that the same rule be 
observed with respect to the rank of inferior Officers. 

13th. That the Officers of the Minute-Men, when in ac- 
tual service, do take rank of the Officers of the Militia. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and given 
to a Printer, to be published in the same size with the other 
Regulations for the Militia. 

Resolved, That the present Delegates of this Colony in 
Continental Congress, be requested to make such an ar- 
rangement among themselves, as that five of them only 
continue at Congress, and represent this Colony at any one 
time ; and that in case of the necessary absence of any one 
or two of the Delegates so attending, according to such 
arrangement, that three or four of them be a quorum, and 
enabled to represent the Colony during such absence. 

Resolved, That the Militia of Orangelown and Pre- 
cinct of Orange, be formed into, and constitute one Regi- 
ment ; and that the Militia of Haverstraw Precinct be form- 
ed into, and constitute another Regiment, any thing in the 
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former Resolutions of the Provincial Congress of this Co- 
lony to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Resolved, (with the consent of the Members of Ulster 
County now present,) Thai Ulster County Jail, or such 
part thereof as may be necessary, be used and taken as the 
Jail of this Congress, and for the confinement of any such 
prisoners as may be ordered to be confined by this Congress 
or their Committee of Safety; that such prisoners as shall 
be there confined, shall be confined at their own expense, 
respectively ; but if they are unable to pay the expense, 
then that they be confined at the publick expense of this 
Colony. 

And Ordered, farther, That John Blackler be sent to 
Ulster County Jail, and there confined until the further 
order of this Congress, or their Committee of Safety. 

Die Veneris, 9, ho. A. M., December 22, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: John Herring, Esq., President, pro tern. 
For New-York. — Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. 

Sands, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Imlay, Mr. Ray, Mr. 

Beekman; Colonel Brasher and Mr. Van Zandt absent 

on duty, by order. 
Albany. — Colonel Rensselaer, Captain Cuyler, Mr. Ganse- 

voort, Mr. Bleecker. 
Dutchess. — Mr. Humphreys. 
Orange. — Mr. Herring, Colonel Hay, Mr. Clarke. 
Ulster,— Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine ; Mr. Palmer ab- 
sent on duty, by order. 
Westchester. — Doctor Graham, Major Lockwood, Mr. 

Paulding. 
Suffolk. — Captain Wickham, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Gelston. 
Xryon.— Mr. Moore. 
Cumberland. — Mr. Spooner. 

A Letter from General Washington, of the 17th De- 
cember, instant, was read, and is in the words following, to 
wit: 

" Cambridge, December 17, 1775. 

" Sib : I yesterday received the enclosed information 
from several persons who lately came out of Boston, which 
1 thought it my duty to transmit to you. 

" Whether these troops are embarked, I cannot undertake 
to say ; but if they are, it is more than probable that their 
destination may be very different from what they gave out 
in Boston, and that they were only used as a feint. It is 
certain that several ships sailed from thence yesterday 
morning. 

" I am, sir, your humble servant, 

" George Washington. 

"To the President of the Honourable Convention at New- 
York." 

The information therein enclosed was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

" Chelsea, December 16, 1775. 

" Last evening eight men came in a boat from Boston 
to our guard at the ferry. They say that one regiment of 
Foot and three companies of Light- Horse were to sail for 
Halifax this day, and that the troops were putting water 
on board the transports." 

"Dorchester, December 16, 1775. 

"This morning eight large and two small vessels, taken 
for tenders, sailed out of Boston harbour. By their firing 
they appeared to be going a voyage to sea. 

" Mr. Joshua Pies came out of Boston last night, and 
informs that a regiment of Foot and some companies of 
Light- Horse were preparing to embark for Halifax." 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of this Colony, 
appointed by this Congress, be empowered to apply one 
thousand Pounds to the relief of such indigent poor of the 
City of New- York for whom the Corporation may not 
have made provision, and that it be determined by this, or 
some future Congress, to what account this sum shall be 
placed. 

Whereas, discontents have arisen in the minds of many 
of the citizens of New- York, by a practice of some of the 
inhabitants to visit the King's Ships of War, which, if con- 
tinued, may be productive of disorder among the citizens, 
and disputes between them and the officers and men be- 



longing to such ships, which this Congress wish to pre- 
vent, therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants of 
this Colony to refrain from going on board of any of the 
King's Ships or Vessels of War, without leave of a Com- 
mittee of a County in this Colony, or the Committee of 
Safety, or their respective Chairman, until the further order 
of this or some future Congress. 

Whereas, sundry persons, whose conduct in the neigh- 
bouring Colonies, of which they were respectively inhabi- 
tants, has been unfriendly to liberty, and occasioned their 
removal into this Colony ; and should such removals con- 
tinue, the number of disaffected persons in this Colony will 
be increased, and the same be disreputably considered as 
an asylum for enemies to the liberties of America, 

Resolved, That every person, not an inhabitant, entering 
into this Colony, shall be furnished with a Certificate from 
the Committee of the jurisdiction wherein he fast resided, 
that he is friendly to the liberties of America, or be subject 
to be dealt with as a person inimical thereto. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be empower- 
ed, and hereby is empowered, to purchase and secure, and 
lodge in places of safety at the publick expense, as much 
Pitch, Tar, and Turpentine, as the said Committee may 
think necessary for the publick use and publick safety. 

A Return from William Smith and Josiah Smith, two of 
the Committee of Suffolk County, and members of the 
sub-Committees of St. George's and Meritches, which was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Manor St. George, December 15, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : There has inlisted, as Minute-Men, se- 
venty able-bodied men, within the bounds oFBrookha.'tien, 
Smithtown, Manor St. George, and the Patentship of Me- 
ritches, who have chosen Daniel Roe, of Brookhaven, their 
Captain ; Hugh Smith, of Meritches, their First Lieute- 
nant; Caleb Brewster, their Second, of Brookhaven ; and 
their Ensign Ebenezer Phillips, of Smithtown. And, as 
Hugh Smith and David Fanning, the First and Second 
Lieutenants of the Third Company in Brookhaven, there- 
of Nathan Rose is Captain, have inlisted in the Minute 
service, the Company have chosen John Smith, of the 
Manor St. George, their First Lieutenant ; William Ba- 
ker, of Brookhaven, their Second Lieutenant; and Doxey 
Lane, of the Manor of St. George, their Ensign. 

"The choice of each of the above companies was made 
in presence of us, the subscribers, who art of the Com- 
mittee. 

" The Minute-Men, (who there appears to be great need 
of to still intestine disaffection to our common cause,) want 
powder, balls, guns, drum, colours, and other necessaries, 
which here are not to be had ; and, if to be bought, a great 
part of the company are not able to purchase. Your sup- 
ply or direction in these points will be agreeable to your 
humble servants, William Smith, 

Josiah Smith. 

" P. S. Pray let the commissions be handed down soon." 
"The President of the Provincial Congress now sitting in 

New-York." 

Ordered, That Commissions be issued to those gentle- 
men accordingly. 

The first paragraph of the powers of the Committee of 
Safety, relating to Militia Commissions, was read and ex- 
plained, and sundry debates thereon ; and, thereupon 

Resolved and agreed, That the Committee of Safety 
have the same powers, as to the nomination and election of 
Officers, and the granting and refusing of Commissions to 
Officers of every rank, as this Provincial Congress while 
sitting. 

Mr. Sands, from the Committee appointed to plan and 
report a voyage to the West-Indies to obtain Ammunition, 
delivered in a Report of such voyage, which was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

The sub-Committee appointed to employ a sloop forthe 
Island of Mjiriinico, Guadeloupe, or St. Eustatia, report, 
that they think it.necessary to load her with Provisions, on 
account and risk of this Congress, and proceed first to said 
French Islands, in order to get permission to sell her cargo 
there. If no permission should be granted at any of the 
French Islands, he proposes to dispose of said cargo at 
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St. Eustatia, or any other Dutch, Danish, or French port. 

We also report, that a vessel can be had on the following 

conditions, viz : 

A vessel that will carry ahout forty tons provisions, is en- 
titled, for common freight ------ £150 

Insurance on a vessel valued at £700, at ten per 

cent., including allowance for common risk, - - 70 

One month's hire, in going from Island to Island to 

dispose of her cargo, and to obtain the Powder, 60 

£280 

We further report, in case this Powder is to be had, and 

this vessel is to return with the same, that she be allowed 

for her common freight home, the sum of - - - £100 

Insurance on said vessel to run all risks of vessel, 

valued at £700, at twenty per cent., - - - - 140 

£240 

We further propose, in case there should be opportunity 
to ship the said Powder in any other fast-sailing vessel, 
that privilege be granted for the same, and the above ves- 
sel be discharged. This plan we conceive will be much 
to the Congress's advantage, as it may be freighted home 
for less than half what must be paid this vessel ; but in 
case there should not be an opportunity to ship it home in 
another vessel, that then this vessel agree to bring it for the 
above sum of two hundred and forty pounds. 

Resolved, That this Congress does agree to the above 
Report, and direct the said Committee to carry the same 
into execution, at the risk and on the behalf of the Congress 
of this Colony ; and the Congress agrees to allow the sum of 
two hundred and eighty pounds for the outward bound 
voyage of the said vessel, or so much thereof as shall be- 
come due, and two hundred and forty pounds for her freight 
and insurance hack to this Colony, if she should return 
with Arms and Ammunition. 

A Letter from Johannes Hardenbergh, Esq., of the 15th 
instant, directed to this Congress, was read. He therein 
mentions that he had had a meeting with sundry gentle- 
men therein mentioned, and requests commissions for Col- 
onel Abraham Hasbrouck, as Colonel ; Johannes Snyder, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; and Jonathan Elmendorph and Adri- 
an Wynkoop, Majors. 

A Letter from the Committee of Kingston, dated on the 
said 15th day of Decern ber, instant, was also read. The 
said Committee thereby request, that the Committees of 
Kingston and Hurly may be permitted to nominate and 
recommend proper gentlemen for Field-Officers for the said 
regirrrent. 



The Congress took the said Letters into consideration, 
and, thereupon, 

Ordered, That the said Letters be referred to the Coun- 
ty Committee of Ulster County. That the Chairman of 
the said Committee be directed by written notices to the 
members, to summon, or cause to be summoned, the whole 
County Committee, at some proper time and place, for that 
purpose, giving full notice of such meeting at least one 
week before the time of such meeting. And it is recom- 
mended to the said County Committee, to use their best 
endeavours to settle all disputes and difficulties about the 
Field-Officers in the most amicable manner, and to recom- 
mend such gentlemen to this Congress, or their Committee 
of Safety, for Field-Officers of that Regiment, as will be 
most fit to do the duty to each of them, respectively, be- 
longing, and be most acceptable to the inhabitants and to 
the Militia to be under their command. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That besides the powers heretofore vested in 
the Committee of Safety, for appropriating and applying 
Moneys, they be authorized to appropriate and apply any 
sum, not exceeding fifty thousand Pounds, to be laid out 
in such manner as they shall think proper, for the defence 
and security of this Colony, and to be raised by drafts on 
the Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony ; 
and in case of a deficiency of the said Treasury to answer 
the said purpose, such deficiency to be supplied by a vote 
or votes of the said Committee, on the credit of this Co- 
lony, to be made good by this or some future Provincial 
Congress. 

Dissentients: Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel Rensselaer, and 
Mr. Paulding. 

Resolved unanimously, and ordered, That if John Lef- 
fertse, Esq., should refuse to act as a member of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, in such case Joseph Ballet t be a member 
of the said Committee in his stead ; and that, on the refu- 
sal of Mr. Leffertse, the Committee shall be, and hereby 
is, empowered to call on Mr. Hallett to take his seat ; 
and, 

Resolved and ordered, unanimously, That in case of the 
inability or refusal of Peter R. Livingston to attend the 
said Committee of Safety, and to take his seat as a mem- 
ber, Mr. Henry Oothoudt be a member of the said Com- 
mittee instead of Peter R. Livingston; and the first of 
those two gentlemen who attends and acts as a member, 
shall continue the member of the said Committee, and not 
be changed for either of them. 



ADVICES FROM AMERICA. 

(London Gazette,) Whitehall, December 23, 1775. 

This morning Brook Watso?i, Esq., arrived at Lord 
George Germain's office, from Quebeck, with despatches 
from Major-General Carlelon, dated Montreal, the 5th of 
November, containing intelligence that General Carleton, 
not being able to collect a force that might be depended 
upon for the relief of St. John's, the Rebels had taken ad- 
vantage of the defection of the lower class of Canadians 
to press forward their enterprise ; and that the forts of 
Chambly and St. John's, upon Richlieu river, the latter 
of which had stopped the progress of the Rebels for above 
two months, had surrendered, and the garrisons were made 
prisoners upon capitulation. 

By a Tetter from Lieutenant-Governour Cramahe, dated 
Quebeck, November 9, it appears, that a party of Rebels, 
under the command of one Arnold, had invaded the Pro- 
vince by the way of the river Chaudiere ; and that part of 
them were actually arrived, and had taken post at Poini- 
Levi, opposite to Quebeck. 

LORD GEORGE GERMAIN TO G07ERN0UR EDEN. 
[Circular.] Whitehall, December 23, 1775. 

Sir: The King being determined, in concurrence with 
his Parliament, to pursue the most vigorous measures 
for reducing his rebellious subjects in North-America to 
obedience, and for restoring legal Government, has given 
the royal assent to the enclosed act, which I am com- 
.manded by His Majesty to transmit to you, and at the 
same time to signify to you His Majesty's pleasure, that 



you do exhort all persons upon whom the execution of this 
law shall depend, to pay a due attention thereto, and to use 
their best endeavours for carrying the provision of it into 
effect ; and I trust, that when His Majesty's deluded subjects 
in the associated Colonies are better apprized of the fatal 
consequences to the conduct they have adopted, and see 
the determined spirit of the nation to maintain its constitu- 
tional rights, they will avail themselves of the means which 
the justice and benevolence of the supreme Legislature 
have held out to them, of being restored to the King's 
grace and peace, and that a happy and lasting reconcilia- 
tion and union will be effected. And I have the satisfac- 
tion to acquaint you, that, in order to accelerate this desir- 
able object, the proper steps have been taken for passing 
a commission, under the great seal, in conformity to the 
last section but one of that act ; and that the Commissioner, 
or Commissioners, to be appointed for that purpose, will 
have full power to inquire into the state and condition of 
the Colonies, and to confer with proper persons upon such 
points as may be necessary for effecting a restoration of the 
publick tranquillity. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

George Germain. 
To Deputy-Governour Eden. 

Whitehall, December 23, 1775. 

Sir : It was not till the 27th of November that your 

despatch to Lord Dartmouth, of the 27th of August, was 

received here, when I had the honour of laying it before 

the King ; and I have it in command from His Majesty to 
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express to you His Majesty's approbation of your zeal for 
the publick service, and of the unalterable attachment you 
have shown to his person and Government, from the first 
commencement of the unhappy disputes, which have in- 
volved His Majesty's faithful servants in the Colonies in 
difficulties and distress that are only to be equalled by the 
fortitude with which they are borne. 

Your letter contains a great deal of very useful informa- 
tion, and your confidential communication of the characters 
of individuals, more especially such as come over into Eng- 
land, is of great advantage; and you may rest assured that 
every possible precaution will be used that no part of your 
letter shall transpire. 

An armament consisting of seven regiments, with a fleet 
of frigates and small ships, is now in readiness to proceed 
to the Southern Colonies, in order to attempt the restora- 
tion of legal Government in that part of America. It will 
proceed, in the first place, to North- Carolina, and from 
thence either to South- Carolina or Virginia, as circum- 
stances of greater or less advantage shall point out. If to 
the latter, it may have very important consequences to the 
Colony under your government; and, therefore, you will 
do well to consider of every means by which you may, in 
conjunction with Lord Dunmore, give facility and assist- 
ance to its operations. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

m ^ ■ *-» ,-, -nj George Germain. 

lo Deputy-Governour h,den. 

The clause in the Act of Parliament, passed the 19th of December 
last, which ascertains the powers of the Commissioners, is in these 
words : 

" Provided, That in order to encourage all well-affect- 
ed persons in any of the said Colonies, to exert themselves 
in suppressing the rebellion therein, and to afford a speedy 
protection to those who are disposed to return to their du- 
ty, it shall and may be lawful to and for any person or 
persons, appointed and authorized by His Majesty, to 
grant a pardon or pardons to any number or description 
of persons, with such exceptions therefrom as shall seem 
fit and reasonable, by proclamation in His Majesty's name, 
to declare any Colony or Province, Colonies or Provinces, 
or any County, Town, Port, District, or place, in any 
Colony or Province, to be at the peace of His Majesty ; 
and from and after the issuing of any such proclamation, 
in any of the aforesaid Colonies or Provinces, or if His 
Majesty shall be graciously pleased to signify the same by 
his royal proclamation, then, from and after the issuing 
of such proclamation, this act, with respect to such Co- 
lony or Province, Colonies or Provinces, County, Town, 
Port, District, or place, shall cease, determine, and be 
utterly void. And if any captures shall be made after 
the date and issuing of such proclamations, of any ships or 
vessels, and their cargoes, belonging to the inhabitants of 
any such .Colony or Province, Colonies or Provinces, 
County, Town, Port, District, or place, or of any ships 
trading to or from such Colony or Province, Colonies or 
Provinces, respectively, the same shall be restored to the 
owners of such ships or vessels, upon claim being enter- 
ed, and due proof made of their property therein ; and the 
captors shall not be liable to any actions for seizing or de- 
taining the said ships or vessels, or their cargoes, without 
proof being made that they had actual notice of such pro- 
clamation having been issued." 



RECANTATION OF EZEKIEL BEACH. 

Morristown, New-Jersey, December 23, 1775. 
I, Ezekiel Beach, of the Township of Mendham, in the 
County of Morris, have heretofore by my words and con- 
duct, been guilty of opposing the good people of this Coun- 
ty in the measures by them adopted for preserving Ame- 
rican freedom, particularly saying, " I had rather the Min- 
isterial troops would conquer the Continental ; and further 
declared, that the Parliament of Great Britain had a right 
to levy the oppressive taxes and acts upon America, par- 
ticularly the act for changing the Government of Massa- 
chusetts-Bay ; and further declared, that I would assist the 
Ministerial troops with provisions and other necessaries, 
provided they would pay for the same;" and having, on 
the most mature deliberation, considered of such my con- 
duct, do most heartily disapprove of the same, and do 



hereby promise, that for the future, I will observe as far as 
in me lies, the rules and regulations of the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress, and the Provincial Congress of New- 
Jersey; and will use my best endeavours to promote and 
carry into execution every measure adopted already, or 
that may hereafter be adopted by said Congresses, for 
preserving the rights and liberties of this country, and will 
most cheerfully sign the Association adopted by said Pro- 
vincial Congress when thereunto required ; and do hereby 
desire, that in future the good people of this country would 
consider me as a friend to the same, which I hope to mani- 
fest by my conduct. Ezekiel Beach. 
Signed at Morristown, this 23d day of December, 1775. 
Witnesses present, Thqhab Milledge> 

Cornelius Ludlow, 
Peter Layten. 



REPORT OP THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO CONFER WITH 
GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

[Read December 23, 1775. Referred to Mr. Dickinson, Mr. McKean, 
Mr. Wythe, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Langdon.] 

Report of the Committee directed to repair to Ticonde- 
roga and confer ivith General Schuyler about several 
matters relative to the publick service, to take survey of 
and Report the state of the Fortif cation in the High- 
lands, and to use their endeavours to procure an acces- 
sion of the Canadians to an union with these Colonies. 

Your Committee beg leave to Report, that agreeable to 
the directions of Congress, they repaired to the fortress in 
the Highlands on the 17th day of November. For the 
state in which they found it, and their observations there- 
upon, they refer the Congress to their letter ofthe.22d.day 
of the same month ; but they cannot help again recom- 
mending, with the utmost earnestness, the sending some 
persons, well acquainted with fortification, to take a survey 
not only of the works but of the whole river, from Teller's 
Point to the north end of the Highlands, as .""your Com- 
mittee are persuaded that the fortress now erecting will by 
no means be sufficient to secure Hudson's river, if it should 
be attacked by any considerable force. Your Committee 
beg leave, further, to hint at the propriety of obstructing 
the channel, at least lessening the depth of water; since 
they have been credibly informed that the river carries 
twenty -five feet of water to within twelve miles of 
Albany; and, although it is out of their department, they 
cannot but wish to turn the attention of Congress to such 
obstructions in the Narroivs during the winter season, (when 
our enemies' ships will be out of our ports,) as will effec- 
tually secure the whole Province of New- York. ^Though 
they are by no means satisfied of its practicability, yet they 
would submit it to the Congress, whether it may not be 
worth their inquiry. 

Your Committee further report that they met with Gen- 
eral Schuyler on the 28th day of November, at Ticonde- 
roga, and spent some days with him, in conferring on the 
subjects about which they were directed to inquire ; that 
they learned from him the following facts : That General 
Montgomery, in order to overcome the scruples of the 
troops, and to induce them to follow him to Montreal, 
about which they hesitated, on account of the advanced 
season, was under the necessity of engaging that, after the 
reduction of that place, those who chose it should be at 
liberty to return ; that, in consequence of this promise, 
Colonel Warner, with his Green-Mountain Boys, returned, 
though the term of their inlistment did not expire till the 
first of January ; that about one regiment of the York 
troops have been, and are still, employed at Crown-Point, 
Ticonderoga, at the different posts between that and Neiv- 
York, and as batteaus-men on the lakes ; that the re- 
maining three regiments, together with Captain Lamb's 
company of artillery, did not, at the beginning of the cam- 
paign, exceed eighteen hundred men ; that their numbers 
had been considerably lessened by death, sickness, deser- 
tion, and escorts for prisoners ; and that, though few of 
the remainder had accepted of the permission to return, 
yet there were not left above one thousand men in Canada, 
who, from the best information your Committee could re- 
ceive from the General, or otherwise, have, for the most 
part, reinlisted ; that of the troops from the several New- 
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England Governments who went into Canada, all had 
returned before your Committee arrived at Ticonderoga, 
except about two hundred, who had reinlisted. Their de- 
parture, before the expiration of their term, was occasioned 
by their fear of being detained in Canada by the severity 
of the weather, and the reasonableness of allowing them 
to return to their respective homes before they were dis- 
charged. That Colonel Arnold had with him about five 
hundred and fifty men, the rest of his party having left 
him on his way into Canada, so that the whole number of 
troops now in that Province may be about seventeen hun- 
dred men, without making any deduction for non-effectives. 
But of these Jact.s, we are by no means fully certified, as 
General Schuyler has no returns of the numbers ; we offer 
them as reports, collected from such officers who have re- 
turned ; and we hope, however, shortly to have a more ac- 
curate account, as the General has wrote for it to General 
Montgomery. 

As absolute necessity had obliged General Schuyler to 
direct the reinlistment of the troops in Canada before he 
received any other direction on this head than what was 
contained in your General Orders, your Committee found 
that work in a great measure concluded by General Mont- 
gomery, though not in such a manner as to be strictly con- 
formable to the intentions of the Congress, the Generals 
having construed your promise in your first letter on that 
subject, " that you would see the troops furnished with 
clothing," in its literal sense, procured clothing at Mon- 
treal, whjch they delivered as a bounty, without making 
any deduction for it from their wages. Whether, without 
this, they could have been reinlisted, your Committee have 
not been able to learn, but are convinced of the impossi- 
bility of their remaining any longer in that country in the 
situation they then were, some of them being half naked ; 
and those of the New- York troops who were best clad 
having only a coat nearly worn out and linen underclothes. 

Your Committee would also further submit it to the 
Congress, whether it would be quite equitable that, in a 
country where the soldiers require a double quantity of 
clothing, they should be obliged to pay for it, especially 
when we consider that their duty has been, and still is, in- 
conceivably more severe than the rest of the Continental 
army have experienced. Your Committee have, however, 
endeavoured, as far as lay in their power, to remedy this 
mistake, though they fear (heir endeavours will prove in- 
effectual ; they have directed General Montgomery not to 
publish the resolution of the Congress relative to the two 
months' pay, which was proposed as a bounty to those sol- 
diers who reinlisted, but to apply the same towards cloth- 
ing the troops. Your Committee are apprehensive, how- 
ever, that their direction will come too late, as General 
Schuyler had sent a copy of that part of the instructions 
to General Montgomery some time before your Committee 
arrived. Ifthis should unhappily be the case, your Com- 
mittee are of opinion that the promise made to the troops 
by the General should be literally complied with, with 
which opinion they have taken the liberty to acquaint 
General Montgomery by letter, the copy of which is en- 
closed. 

Your directions with respect to raising a Canadian Regi- 
ment had been complied with before the arrival of your 
Committee, and the command given to Colonel James Liv- 
ingston. It is, however, much doubted whether he will 
be able to complete early, as the bulk of the Canadians 
are farmers, a.nd, though prompt at a short desultory war, 
yet have some reluctance to more permanent engagements. 

Your Committee have endeavoured to learn the incli- 
nations of those troops who are employed upon the Lakes, 
at Ticonderoga and Fort-George, with respect to their re- 
inlistment, and, from what they can learn of their senti- 
ments, few of them will enter into the Army again, at least 
not immediately, and express a disgust at the service ; 
which arises chiefly from their having been employed rather 
as labourers than soldiers. Your Commitiee cannot but 
observe, that a number of batteaus-men, hired for that pur- 
pose, and consisting of persons acquainted with the ser- 
vice, would have saved the Continent a considerable sum 
of money, and greatly expedited business, and would re- 
commend, if our operations in Canada continue another 
year, the empowering the General or Quartermaster to 
hire SQjmany as they may deem necessary. 



Your Committee found that the directions of Congress 
with respect to provisions were already complied with, and 
have the pleasure of assuring them that the quantity taken 
in Canada will be sufficient for the subsistence of our troops 
there till Spring, after which they must be supplied from 
the Province of New- York, or the adjacent Colonies, with 
every article except bread, which can be procured in 
Canada. 

Your Committee have directed the immediate transpor- 
tation of the cannon from St. John's and Ticonderoga, 
which are not wanted for the defence of those places; and 
the boats on Lake-George are now employed in bringing 
over those that lay at the landing, it being impracticable to 
move the rest till there is snow enough to admit of their 
being carried on sleighs. Mr. Knox is gone to Ticonde- 
roga to choose such cannon as will be wanted at Cam- 
bridge, and your Committee have directed those that re- 
main to be transported to Albany as soon as the snow shall 
render it practicable. There are a number of iron wheels 
for carriages at Ticonderoga; such as are not wanted 
there your Committee have directed to be sent to Albany. 

Though General Schuyler had, before he received the 
direction of Congress, endeavoured to purchase the arms 
of such as quitted the service, yet he has been able to pro- 
cure but few ; those obtained of the New- York force are 
the property of that Province, and must be accounted for 
to them ; such as are at Ticonderoga, which may be be- 
tween four and five hundred, are ordered down to Albany 
in order to be refitted. Your Committee beg leave to ob- 
serve, that much would be saved to the Continent by the 
appointment of some person in each army, who should have 
the inspection of the arms, take a list of them, when sent 
to Armourers, and see that no more was charged as done 
than what they really wanted ; and have, accordingly, re- 
commended the nomination of a Conductor of Artillery to 
the General, till the pleasure of the Congress was known. 

Your Committee would further observe, that their in- 
spection of the barracks, and the complaints of the men, 
have convinced them that they have suffered greatly for 
want of bedding, the small blankets they have received 
being insufficient to keep them warm in this severe cli- 
mate. They have, therefore, recommended that the da- 
maged tents at Ticonderoga should be cut up, and sacks 
made for the cribs in the barracks, one for every two 
men. And would further propose to the Congress, that 
all the rest of the tents, which are nearly worn out, which 
is the case of most of those used at St. John's, where the 
soldiers were under a necessity of slitting and making fires 
in them, be immediately made up into sacks for the differ- 
ent garrisons, and canvass purchased in Canada for re- 
placing the tents. Your Committee and the General see 
in a strong point of view the necessity of a Barnickmas- 
ter and Storekeeper to each garrison, and would recom- 
mend their appointment. 

Your Committee observe with concern, that infinite mis- 
chief has arisen from the want of regimental Paymasters, 
which has induced a necessity of trusting large sums of 
money with Captains and other officers, some of whom 
are incapable of keeping accounts, and some others ought 
not, perhaps, to be trusted ; and it frequently happens 
that, though the Colonies are in advance to the Captains, 
yet they are greatly in arrears to the men, who are from 
hence disgusted with the service, and clamourous against 
their superior officers, besides that it confuses the accounts 
and imposes a duty on the Captains for which no allow- 
ance is made them. Your Committee, therefore, recom- 
mend the immediate appointment of a gentleman properly 
qualified for this office in every regiment, with a salary 
which will induce men of character to undertake it. 

Your Committee, upon conferring with General Schuyler, 
are inclined to believe that the repairing of the 'fortifica- 
tion of Crown-Point would be very expensive, and, at the 
same time, of very little use ; they would, therefore, recom- 
mend, that the whole labour which can be afforded be em- 
ployed on Ticonderoga, but imagine very little can be 
done this Winter, unless a part of the new levies should 
be stationed there, in which case they might prepare the 
wood and have it ready against the Spring. But, as the 
preservation of that post will depend more upon its re- 
ceiving early reinforcements than on any strength of its 
own, and as supplies by the way of Lake-George may be 
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very easily intercepted, if the army of the enemy is much 
superior to the garrison, your Committee would recom- 
mend that a communication be opened between Skcnes- 
borough and Fort-Ann, which last is distant from Fort- 
Edward about twelve miles. This, we are informed, may 
be done without any considerable expense, by clearing 
Wood Creek, that empties itself into the Lake at Skenes- 
borough, in which case the earliest assistance may be re- 
ceived from New-York and the adjacent Colonies, and 
that, too, in a way which the enemy cannot easily prevent. 
Your Committee have given no directions on this head, as 
there is sufficient time to take the sense of the Congress 
before any thing need be done. 

General Schuyler is of opinion that four companies are 
necessary to garrison the posts of Ticonderoga and Fort- 
George, and that not less than three thousand men be 
kept up in Canada during the Winter, as well in order to 
be prepared for a Spring campaign, as to erect such works 
as may be necessary for the defence of that Province. In 
this opinion your Committee concur, and would recom- 
mend the immediate raising three regiments, including four 
companies, (for which warrants are already granted,) and 
sending them up in different detachments when they are 
properly equipped, in order to be forwarded over the ice as 
soon as the Lake [freezes,] which may be about the begin- 
ning of February. 

Your Committee, finding that all matters relative to the 
Army in Canada had been settled before their arrival, and 
concluding, from the hurry of military operations in that 
Province, and the little assistance they could receive from 
General Montgomery while he was employed in a siege, 
that their journey there would be of little use to the pub- 
lick, declined going into Canada, especially as, at this 
season, they could not have proceeded without the greatest 
difficulty and hazard. They, therefore, concluded, by a let- 
ter to General Montgomery, to inform the Canadians of 
the sentiments of Congress, when he should find a proper 
opportunity to communicate them, and to pave the way 
for the reception of any Committee that the Congress 
might think proper to send, when the ice should render 
the journey more practicable, and when it may probably 
be attended with salutary effects. A copy of which letter, 
marked No^J, is annexed. 

General Schuyler informs your Committee that he has 
made a return to Congress of the cannon and other stores 
at St. John's,Crown-Point,Ticonderoga, and Fort-George. 
They think it, therefore, unnecessary to trouble the Con- 
gress with them. „ 

Kobert Ikeat Paine, 

John Langdon. 

[No. 1.] Ticonderoga, November 30, 1775. 

Sir : The Congress having done us the honour to appoint 
us as a Committee to confer with the General and yourself, 
on the measures necessary to be taken for the reinlistment 
of the Army, as also to conciliate the affections of the Ca- 
nadians, and to remove as far as in us lay, every objection 
that the good people of that Province might have to a union 
with the thirteen Colonies, who are struggling in the glorious 
cause of freedom ; we arrived here a (ew days since in 
prosecution of that design, but are extremely happy to 
find, that General Schuyler and yourself have, in a great 
measure, by your prudence and foresight anticipated our 
business, and rendered a journey into Canada, in some 
measure, unnecessary at present, which indeed we rather 
decline, on account of the advanced season of the year, 
and the improbability of your being able to lend us any 
assistance, while the enemies of the natural rights of man 
continue their hostilities against our fellow-subjects in that 
Province, and confine your attention to those military ope- 
rations which are necessary to procure their relief. We 
cannot help, however, expressing the ardent wishes of the 
Congress, that you would cherish the first dawnings of 
liberty among a people who have early testified their sense 
of its value, if we may be admitted to judge from the as- 
sistance they afforded you in repelling its enemies ; that 
you would assure them that the honourable the Congress 
have, through us, declared, that they hold their rights as 
dear as their own, and that on their uniting with them they 
will exert their utmost endeavours to procure for them and 
their posterity the blessing of free Government, and that 



security of their property which is derived from the Bri- 
tish Constitution ; that they hold sacred the rights of con- 
science, and will never disturb them in the free enjoyment 
of their religion. The honourable Congress recommend it 
to you to use your utmost endeavours to procure a free 
meeting of the people in their several Parishes, out of 
whom to choose a Provincial Convention, who will form 
such rules and regulations as the present exigencies may 
render necessary for their Province ; from this body they 
hope that Delegates will be chosen to meet and co-operate 
with them in such measures as they shall think necessary 
for their mutual security, against the unjust violences of an 
arbitrary Ministry ; if the unsettled state of the Province 
should prevent a free and full representation of the whole 
Colony, yet the honourable the Congress will acquiesce 
in the choice of such Towns, Parishes, and Districts, as may 
think it proper to send Deputies. Or if, previous to their 
meeting in Congress, they should have any difficulties 
which it is out of your power to remove, a Committee of 
Congress will, at any time, when the communication is more 
open, be ready to meet and confer with them on the sub- 
ject, at Albany, Montreal, or any other place, which they 
may think proper to appoint. We need not mention to 
you the propriety of punishing, in the severest manner, any 
of our troops who should so far forget the duty that they 
owe to us and our worthy allies, as to offer the least injury, 
either to their property or persons. We know not your 
arrangement of the Army, but presume you have not in the 
distribution of commissions overlooked the merit of those 
who deserve well of their country, or suffered^ those to be 
advanced who have merited its censure. General Schuyler 
has enclosed our last instructions, which will show you the 
design of the Congresrwith respect to Quebeck, but which 
from your letter we find you have already in some mea- 
sure anticipated. We also give you our sense with respect 
to the clothing and bounty to the troops; in the manage- 
ment of which, we must rely upon your prudence, and 
doubt not that the Congress will make good any engage- 
ments into which you may have found it necessary to enter. 
The other subjects of our conference with the General, 
some of which are mentioned to you in his Fetter, and 
others wanting the sanction of Congress, we think it_ unne- 
cessary at present to trouble you with. The post being 
just about to depart, we cannot enlarge ; if any other oppor- 
tunity should offer, we may write you again before we leave 
this. We congratulate you upon the happy success of our 
arms, and hope shortly to hear that your prosperous endea- 
vours has left no footing to our enemies in that country, 
from which they hoped to draw the most effectual sup- 
plies. 

We remain with the greatest respect, your most humble 

servants, n „ T 

Kobert K. Livingston, 

Robert Treat Paine, 

John Langdon. 

To General Montgomery. 

In Congress, December 23, 1775. 
The Committee appointed to inquire what articles are 
necessary for the Army, beg leave to report that, in their 
opinion, the following goods and stores are absolutely ne- 
cessary, and ought to be imported as soon as possible, viz: 

Sterling . 

60,000 striped blankets, suppose 5s. - £15,000 00 
120,000 yards 6-4 broadcloth, the colours 
to be brown and blue, from 3s. 

to 6s., average 4s. - - - - 24,000 00 
10,000 yards ditto, of different colours, 

for facing, at 4s. - - - - 2,000 00 
3,000 pieces duffield, or some such 

cloth, at 90s. per piece, - - 13,500 00 
100,000 sorted needles, 5s. - - - - 25 00 
50,000 ditto, none very fine, 5s. - - 12 10 
10,000 ditto, for sail cloth, 10s. - - 5 00 
3,000 pieces raven's duck, 25s. - - 3,750 00 
3,000 pieces ticklenburgs, 65s. - - 9,750 00 
1,500 pieces osnaburgs, at 55s. - - 4,125 00 
1 ,000 pieces vittery, (a French manu- 
facture,) 55s. ----- 2,750 00 
4,000 pieces Hamburgh dowlass, 20s. 4,000 00 
20,000 stand of arms, 25s. - - - - 25,000 00 
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300tonsoflead,£l8, - - - - £5,400 00 

1,000,000 flints, 5s. per 1,000, - - - 250 00 

1,500 boxes tin, 40s. 3,000 00 

Iron wire, properly sorted for it, - - - 500 00 
Medicines, surgeon's instruments, lints, and 

bandages, - - - 2,000 00 

500 sheets copper, of different sizes, ave- 
rage at 36s. 900 00 



£116,467 10 



Your Committee having also taken into consideration 
the best ways and means for supplying the Continental 
Treasury with silver and gold, beg leave to Report, that the 
sum of $160,000 be laid out in the produce of these 
Colonies and exported, agreeable to the Resolves of this 
Congress, to proper ports in Europe and the West- Indies, 
and there disposed of for gold and silver, to be imported 
into the Continental Treasury as soon as may be. 



By His Excellency, William Tryon, Esq., Captain-Gene- 
ral and Governour-in-chief in and over the Province 
of New-York and the Territories depending thereon in 
America, Chancellor and Vice- Admiral of the same. 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas, the General Assembly of this Province stands 
prorogued to the first day of January next. I have 
thought fit, for His Majesty's service, to prorogue, and I 
do, by and with the advice of His Majesty's Council, fur- 
ther prorogue the said General Assembly to the first day 
of February next ensuing ; of which all His Majesty's 
subjects concerned therein are required to take notice, and 
govern themselves accordingly. 

Given under my hand and seal-at-arms, in the City of 
New-York, on the 23d day of December, one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five, in the sixteenth year of 
the reign of our Sovereign Lord, George the Third, by 
the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth. 

William Tryon. 

By His Excellency's command : 

Samuel Bayard, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 
God save the King. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read January 1, 1776.] 

New-Haren, December 23, 1775. 

Sir : I received this evening General Washington's fa- 
vour of the 14th instant, by the hands of Monsieurs Penet 
and De Pliarne, two French gentlemen, who laid before 
him a plan for furnishing the Continent with military stores, 
which seems to promise success; but not thinking himself 
authorized to make a contract with them, bath prevailed 
upon them to go to Philadelphia, to lay their proposals 
before the Continental Congress, for their consideration 
and final determination. 

The General requests me to supply them with such 
necessaries as they may want, and to have carriages pro- 
vided for expediting their journey as much as possible ; 
which is complied with, proper carriages and assistance 
is afforded them without delay, and hope their plan and 
services may be such as will meet with the approbation of 
your body, according to what, on consideration, the same 
may appear to merit. 

I have received your favours of the 2d and 8th of De- 
cember, instant. Apprehend men for the Continental ser- 
vice, to fill the regiments from this Colony, will be soon 
inlisled. The zeal and ardor of this people to promote 
the common cause is not abated. Our Assembly remains 
sitting. 

There are no officers from St. John's arrived here, ex- 
cept Captain Hunter, of the sloop, Lieutenant Smith, of 
the Artillery, Dr. Sandon, with some of their dependants 
and servants, about a fortnight ago ; and yesterday, Cap- 
tain McKay, who is very desirous to be sent to the place 
where the rest are destined. If that be elsewhere, is it 
not best to send him to be with them, rather than to re- 



main here? The prisoners from Canada, of whom Roger 
Sherman, Esq., can inform, are extremely desirous of 
liberty to return to Montreal on their parole, to submit to 
the direction and orders of the commanding officer of the 
army there. Is it not best to grant the request to them 
who are with us ? 

Monsieur Jean OriHat, the merchant, is escaped from 
us, with design, as is supposed, to get on board the Asia. 
The pursuers have not found him. He is likely, at pre- 
sent, to lie concealed not far from this place. 

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, T t, 

' ' Jonathan Trumbull. 

The Honourable President Hancock. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO COLONEL CHURCH. 

Cambridge, December 23, 1775. 
Sir : I am commanded by his Excellency to inform you 
that you may include Dr. Richmond in your Abstract as 
Surgeon, from the 21st of September, the date you men- 
tion. I am, &c, d u tt 

' ' Robert H. Harrison. 

To Colonel Thomas Church. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE GENERAL COURT 0E MAS- 
SACHUSETTS-BAY. 

Cambridge, December 23, 1775. 

Sir: Notwithstanding the great pains taken by the 
Quartermaster-General to procure blankets for the army, 
he finds it impossible to procure a number sufficient. He 
has tried the different places to the southward without suc- 
cess, as what were there are engaged to supply the troops 
in each place. 

Our soldiers are in great distress, and I know of no other 

way to remedy the evil than applying to you. Cannot 

some be got from the different towns ? Most houses could 

spare one ; some of them many. If your honourable 

House will please to take this affair under your immediate 

consideration, and by some means or other procure as 

many as can be spared from the house-keepers, you will do 

infinite service to this Army, and very much oblige your 

humble servant, ,-, Tir 

' George Washington. 

The same to the New-Hampshire Convention ; the same 
to Governour Trumbull, Connecticut ; the same to Govera- 
our Cooke, Rhode-Island. 



WILLIAM WATSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Plymouth, December 23, 1775. 

Sir : The bearer, Captain Samuel Jackson, comes with 
six prisoners, (a midshipman and five sailors,) put by Cap- 
tain Talbot, of the Niger frigate, on board the brigantiine 
Peton; which brigantine was taken by said frigate about 
eighteen days ago, near the Island of Bermuda, and order- 
ed into Boston. This brigantine was retaken last Wednes- 
day, by our people, and was brought into this port. Captain 
Jackson, the bearer of this, will acquaint your Excellency 
with the particulars, as he had a principal hand in retaking 
her. This Mr. Jackson is a zealous, active, worthy friend 
to his country, and has been principal in taking all the 
prizes which have been brought into this port by private 
vessels. Jacob Taylor, a friend and relative of this Mr. 
Jackson, was mate on board Captain Martindale, (who was 
taken by the enemy some time since, for which I am sin- 
cerely sorry,) has a large family, and in poor circumstances, 
which must suffer much unless some way can be devised 
for his redemption. I am very unwilling to give your Ex- 
cellency trouble, and must ask your pardon when I, at the 
very earnest request of Taylor's friends and unhappy fami- 
ly, ask your Excellency whether it is not possible to ex- 
change Mr. Curtis, the Midshipman, for Taylor, and when 
I entreat your Excellency to interpose in .behalf of this 
miserable family, and of an unhappy man, who has con- 
ducted with dignity, and has been very active in the noble 
cause in which we are engaged, from the beginning. 

1 am your Excellency's much obliged, most humble ser- 

' William Watson. 

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq. 
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COLONEL HOBART TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

Medford, December 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Agreeable to the order of the late honour- 
able Congress, Colonel Walker and I proceeded to this 
place, to pay our troops to the 1st of August. We were 
not particularly instructed how to pay them, but were di- 
rected to pay them in the same way that the Colony of 
the Massachusetts-Bay pay their troops. In order to know 
their establishment, we waited upon the honourable Coun- 
cil, who favoured us with a copy, here enclosed, which is 
different from what we expected. Instead of paying bil- 
leting, they pay one penny per mile to the camp. The 
number of miles each man travelled is ascertained in their 
pay-rolls, and the sum due carried off against each man's 
name, and added to the whole amount of his wages. This, 
together with paying by lunar months, gives all our Cap- 
tains the trouble of making new rolls, and our Colony the 
disagreeable necessity of paying more money than we ex- 
pected. 

They are very explicit in the Colony of the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, in putting all their stoppages into their rolls, 
guns, blankets, &c, in order, as they say, that dupli- 
cates may be sent to the Continent to refund the money. 
If we are to be as explicit in our rolls, I am afraid they 
will be imperfect ; for the amount of guns, blankets, &c, 
supplied by so many hands, and some of them so intricate, 
that it is almost impossible to find out the true state of the 
rnatter. However, I shall lose no time, nor spare no pains 
in my power, to put every thing in as clear and true a light 
axpossible; and shall cheerfully observe your commands, 
and obey your instructions, as far as I am capable. Colo- 
nel Walker will give you any information about these mat- 
ters, and in particular how much money it will take to com- 
plete our business. The great despatch with which the 
recruits were lately raised in our Colony, and the eager 
speed of their march to guard the lines against our unnatu- 
ral enemies, has done great honour to New-Hampshire. 

Gentlemen, I most heartily Tvish you the Divine influ- 
ence and direction in the important matters before you ; 
and am, gentlemen, your most obedient and humble ser- 

' Samuel Hobart. 

To the Honourable Congress at Exeter. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge, December 24, 1775. 
Dear Sir: Your favour of the 15th instant, came yes- 
terday to hand, with copies and extracts of your late letters 
to Congress. I have with great attention perused them. 
I am very sorry to find, by several paragraphs, that both 
you and General Montgomery incline to quit the service. 
Let me ask you, sir, when is the time for brave men to ex- 
ert themelves in the cause of liberty and their country, if 
this is not ? Should any difficulties that they may have to 
encounter, at this important crisis, deter them ? God knows 
there is not a difficulty that you both very justly complain 
of, that I have not, in an eminent degree, experienced — 
that I am not every day experiencing. But we must bear 
up against them, and make the best of mankind as they 
are, since we cannot have them as we wish. Let me, there- 
fore, conjure you and Mr. Montgomery to lay aside such 
thoughts ; thoughts injurious to yourselves, excessively so 
to your country, which calls aloud for gentlemen of your 
abilities. 

You mention in your letter to Congress, of the 20th 
ult., that the clothing was to remain at Albany, as General 
Montgomery would provide the troops in Canada. I wish 
they could be spared for this Army, for we cannot get 
clothing for half of our troops. Let me hear from you on 
this subject as soon as possible. 

The proofs you have of the Ministry's intention to en- 
gage the Savages^against us are incontrovertible. We have 
other confirmations of it by several despatches from John 
Stuart, the Superintendent of the Southern District, which 
luckily fell into my hands, being found on board a sloop 
sent by Lord Dunmore, bound to Boston. She was taken 
by one of our armed vessels. These, with many letters of 
consequence from his Lordship, I have lately sent to Con- 
gress. 

I hope soon to hear that Colonel Knox has made good 
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progress in forwarding the artillery. It is much wanting 
for the works we have lately thrown up. Iliave wrote a 
letter, the 10th instant, to General Howe, respecting Mr. 
Allen, of which, and the answer, you have copies en- 
closed. 

I am, with great regard, sir, yours, Sec, 

George Washington. 
Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department. 

GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

Head-Quarters, December 24, 1775. 
Sir : In obedience to hjs Excellency the General's di- 
rections, I arn to desire that you will acquaint him, if you 
do not think, from the weather, (the information of the 
deserter you sent this morning to Cambridge, and all other 
circumstances,) that this night will be likely to prove fa- 
vourable to the enterprise you mentioned yesterday to the 
General. If that is your opinion, it will be previously neces- 
sary for you to come and communicate the whole of your 
plan to the General, and receive his orders thereupon. 

At gun-firing, it will be necessary to acquaint the Gen- 
erals, Putnam, Heath, and Greene, with your intention, 
that no unnecessary alarm may create confusion, but that 
every thing may be conducted in a soldier-like manner, to 
succour, sustain, and, if necessary, cover ihe retreat of your 
party. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Horatio Gates, Adft General. 
To Brigadier-General Sullivan, Winter-Hill. 

P. S. It is not necessary for you to come to Head- 
Quarters, unless you choose it; but be careful to acquaint 
the other Generals with your intention. 

GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 
Camp, near Winter-HM, December 24, 1775. 
Much esteemed Gentlemen: I do myself the honour 
of transmitting you, by Colonel Burnham, a Return of the 
Militia sent by you from New- Hampshire. The troops are 
exceeding good, their spirit much applauded, and your 
vigorous exertions in procuring and sending therrrso sea- 
sonably meets with just reward ; namely, the thanks of the 
Army. 

Colonel Burnham would have returned some time since, 
but one company did not arrive till yesterday, and he could 
not return till he had mustered them. He has been much 
engaged in taking care of the troops, and has been "of sin- 
gular service to them and me. I wish you to make him 
up in your bill, and forward the same for payment before 
the time of inlistment is expired. 

Gentlemen, I am, with much respect, your most obedi- 
ent servant, 

John Sullivan. 
To the Honourable Committee of Safety. 

PHILIP CALLBECK TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Province of Massachusette-Bay, "Winter-Harbour, ) 
December 24, 1775. \ 
Sir: I should but ill deserve the generous treatment 
your Excellency has been pleased to show me, had I not 
gratitude to acknowledge so great a favour. I cannot 
ascribe any part of it to my own merit, but must impute 
the whole to the philanthropy and humane disposition 
that so truly characterizes General Washington. Be so 
obliging, therefore, to accept of the only return in: my 
power, that of my most grateful thanks ; and be assured 
my conduct shall bear so strictly in unison with that of the 
gentleman, so as at all times to secure to myself the honour 
I now embrace, of subscribing myself, with great respect, 
your Excellency's most obedient, humble, and much obli- 
ged servant, 

THILIP Oallbeck. 
His Excellency General Washington. 

Fearful I should encroach on your Excellency's time, I 
have declined giving you a detail of the continued distress 
and persecution that has attended me since I had the 
honour of taking my leave. I have made my friend, Ma- 
jor Frazer, partly acquainted with it, and requested him to, 
watch a convenient opportunity. 
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The Case of Philip Callbeck, late Commander-in- 
chief of the Island of St. John's, and Thomas 
Wright, one of the Council, Justice of the Peace, and 
Surveyor- General of said Island, addressed to General 
Washington. 

That on Friday, the 17th November, two privateers 
arrived at Chariot tetown, the capital of said Island ; and 
immediately after, Captains Broughton and Selman, who 
commanded said vessels, landed with two parties under 
their command. That Mr. Callbeclc met Selman on his 
landing, who, notwithstanding a very civil reception, in- 
stantly ordered him on board one of the vessels, without 
permitting him to return to his house, though requested so 
to do; and, as he was going on board, one of the party 
insolently, without any provocation, struck him. 

That as soon as Mr. Callbeclc was conveyed on board, 
he received a message from Selman to send the keys of his 
house, stores, &c, otherwise be would break the doors 
open. On receipt of the message, Mr. Callbeclc sent the 
keys with one of his clerks, (who was detained a prisoner,) 
that he might attend and open the doors of such places as 
should be required to be inspected into. Upon the clerk's 
informing Selman of Mr. Callbeck's directions, he told him 
he did not want his assistance, and desired him to deliver 
the keys, which he accordingly did. 

That Broughton and Selman, with their party, immedi- 
ately proceeded to a store in which there was a very large 
and valuable assortment of goods, all of which, except some 
very insignificant articles, they sent on board Selman'sves- 
sel. After which, although they had the keys of the doors, 
they broke open two other stores, out of which they took 
the most valuable articles, together with the entire stock of 
provisions that Mr. Callbeclc had provided for his family's 
Winter support and the inhabitants immediately about him. 
That they next went into Mr. Callbeck's dwelling-house, 
where they examined all his private papers, broke the bed- 
chambers, closets, and cellar doors open. In Mrs. Call- 
beck's bed-room they broke open her drawers and trunks, 
scattered her clothes about, read her letters from her mo- 
ther and sisters, took the bed and window curtains, bed and 
bedding, Mrs. Callbeck's rings, bracelets, and trinkets, also 
some of her clothes. They then took the parlour window 
curtains, looking-glasses, carpets, and several articles of 
plate and household furniture, &c, &tc; also, all the por- 
ter, rum, Geneva, and wine, (except one cask, which they 
stove the head into and drank the whole out.) At the 
same time they plundered the whole of Mrs. Callbeclc's 
little stores of vinegar, oil, candles, fruit, sweetmeats, ba- 
con, hams, &,c. Not yet satiated with wanton depreda- 
tions, they next went to Mr. Callbeck's office, from which 
they took some of his clothes, &c, the Province silver seal, 
Governour Patterson's commission, two trunks full of 
goods, his clerk's desk and wearing apparel ; opened Mr. 
Callbeck's bureau;and desks, read all his papers, some of 
which were of great importance in his private connections. 

That after they had ravaged Mr. Callbeck's house and 
out-bouses, they broke into Governour Patterson's house, 
(in which no person resided,) out of which they took the 
window curtains, carpets, looking-glasses, cases of knives 
and forks, silver spoons, table linen, sheets, bedding, his 
wearing apparel, and the church furniture, which was de- 
posited in his house, Sic, Sic, broke a quantity of his 
china, and drank what liquors were in the house. 

That after they had accomplished thus far of their cruel- 
ty, they made Mr. Wright a prisoner, and, with insulting 
language, laughed at the tears of his wife and sister, who 
were in the greatest agony of distress at so cruel a separa- 
tion from their husband and brother. 

That after Mr. Wright came on board where Mr. Call- 
beck was confined, they represented the treatment they had 
received, and the confidence they had that Broughton and 
Selman had no orders to commit such outrages, they, for 
the puTpose of justifying themselves, read their orders, by 
which it appeared they were no way directed to go to the 
Island, and that they were particularly cautioned not to 
abuse private property ; upon which Mr. Callbeck and 
Wright laboured all in their power to convince them of 
their not having, in any respect, conformed to their instruc- 
tions or orders. They urged the cruelty of taking them 
away, and, though it was probable they would be imme- 



diately dismissed, yet it would be almost impossible for 
them to get back to the Island before the Winter set in, 
the season being so far advanced. Notwithstanding the 
reiteration of every argument that could be offered, they 
were deaf to every feeling or sensation, and determined to 
take away Mr. Callbeck with his effects, and Mr. Wright. 
That Mr. Callbeck supposes they have in their custody, 
of his property, to the amount of two thousand pounds 
sterling. To exaggerate the cruel treatment he has re» 
ceived, is impossible ; and it is equally so even to give an 
exact detail of the injuries that have been offered to hirn 
and his property. All his papers read, some of which 
were of a very private nature. Although they had all his 
keys, his doors broken open ; his effects, and the provision 
and necessaries he had provided for his family's support, 
taken away and wantonly destroyed ; his wife left destitute 
of every support; not so much as a candle to burn. Also, 
between seventy and eighty people, who were lately ar- 
rived on the Island, and depended on him for their support 
during the Winter, are left without any sort of provisions, 
some of whom, if not all, will inevitably perish for want, 
which would have been prevented had Mr. Callbeck been 
permitted to stay ; of this both Broughton and Selman 
were informed by him, as well as other persons.^ Not to 
add the further disadvantages that Mr, Callbeck suffers by 
being taken away, he is debarred from assisting Mrs. Call- 
beck in her distressed situation, and taking the necessary 
care of what remains of a shattered fortune. What has 
been left of his property on the Island, is in the hands of 
servants, who doubtless will be neglectful, and, perhaps, 
avail themselves, under the depredations that have been 
committed on his property, by alleging severaTof his effects, 
which they will choose to plunder, were taken away by 
Broughton and Selman, and party. They, by their con- 
duct, have left Mrs. Callbeck open to these apprehensions; 
for, although it was urged and requested by his clerks, that 
an inventory should be taken of the effects they took 
away, they would not permit it, nor would they suffer ihe 
clerks to stand by while they were sending the things 
away, which were sent in the utmost disorder. 

To make it still more doubtful, and to give the inhabi- 
tants an opportunity to plunder, Broughton and Selman, 
after they made a prisoner of Mr. Wright, suffered some 
of their people to remain on shore, (without an officer,) 
who broke the doors and windows of Governour Patter- 
son's and Mr. Callbeck's houses, and a second time law- 
lessly entered and took out what they pleased, and finished 
what liquors had been left in both houses. 

That during their voyage some articles of plate, and 
other of Mr. Callbeck's property, were found hidden, and 
in the custody of the common people. So that, even upon 
a supposition that Mr. Callbeck will be ordered his pro- 
perty, he will doubtless be a very considerable loser. 

That Mr. Callbeck and Wright, wantonly torn from 
their families, have been brought, in a state of captivity, 
upwards of six hundred miles, by sea, to this Province. 
During their passage they have suffered many inconveni- 
ences, and since their landing they have travelled one hun- 
dred and twenty miles. 

That Mr. Callbeck and Wright have taken the liberty 
to trouble, Sic, Sic, and so concludes. 

COLONEL HOWE TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE VIRGINIA 
CONVENTION. 

Norfolk, December 25, 1775. 

Yesterday, by a flag of truce, I received a letter from 
Captain Bellew, a copy of which I have the honour to 
transmit you, with a copy of those I have written to him. 
Though Colonel Woodford and myself were sensible it was 
our duty to withhold from him, as much as in our power 
lay, those supplies he wishes to obtain, yet the moderate 
conduct he has pursued, and the sentiments of humanity 
by which he seems to be actuated, induced us to delay an 
answer till to-day, and to couch it in terms which cannot 
but show him, that occasion, not inclination, had influence 
upon our conduct. Captain Bellew's letter was brought 
us by one of his Lieutenants ; he expressed for himself 
and every officer on board, the reluctance they should feel, 
if compelled by necessity, they should be obliged, by ma- 
rauding parties, to snatch from the indigent farmers of this 
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Colony those provisions they were so willing to purchase. Perhaps when I receive the supply from New-York and 
I thought proper, sir, to give you this information; and Canada, it may be in my power to spare them 



through you, Colonel Woodford, and myself beg leave to 
submit it to the consideration of your honourable Board, 
whether we are to show any indulgence to those people, 
and, if we are, to what bounds we aTe to extend it. 

Major Ruffin, and about one hundred and eighty Mi- 
hute-Men, arrived last night; it was a seasonable relief to 
our soldiers, almost worn out with duty this very bad 
weather. 

I was honoured with your letter yesterday, and are 
made happy to 6nd our proceedings are approved of. The 
orders it conveys, and all others which we may receive, 
we shall endeavour to execute with the greatest punctuality. 



P0ST-0FTICE5 UNDER THE CROWN DISCONTINUED. 

General Post-Office, New- York, December 25, 1775. 
Whereas, the Provincial Convention at Annapolis has 
passed a Resolve, " That the Parliamentary Post (as they 
are pleased to term it) shall not be permitted to suffer or 
travel in, or pass through that Province with any mail, 
packages, or letters;" and, in consequence of that Resolve, 
have taken His Majesty's mail from the Post-Office at 
Baltimore, with the letters contained therein. The Com- 
mittee at Philadelphia having also taken the mail con- 
taining all the last packet letters to the Southward, opened 
many of them, to the great hurt of individuals ; and signi- 
fied to the Postmaster their intention of stopping all others 
for the future; and other of His Majesty's mails having 
been taken and obstructed, notice is hereby given to the 
publick, that the Deputy Postmaster-General is obliged, 
for the present, to stop all the Posts. They are also 
hereby desired to take notice, that for the safety of the 
letters coming by the next or any future packet, they will 
be kept on board, and the names of those who shall have 
letters will be advertised, that they may either apply them- 
selves, or write to their friends in this city to take them 
up. An order in writing from the person to whom any 
letters may be directed will be necessary. 

Francis Dashwood, Secretary. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 



Cambridge, December 25, 1775. 

Sir : I had the honour to address myself to you the 
19th instant, since which I have received undoubted in- 
formation, that the genuine instructions give to Connolly 
have not reached your hands, that they are very artfully 
concealed in the tree of his saddle, and covered with can- 
vass so nicely, that they are scarcely discernable; that those 
which were found upon him are intended to deceive, if he 
were caught. You will most certainly have his saddle 
taken to pieces in order to discover this deep laid plot. 

Enclosed is a copy of General Howe's letter in answer to 
the one 1 wrote him the 18th instant; the conduct 1 am 
to observe towards Brigadier Prescott, in consequence of 
these letters, the Congress will oblige me by determining 
for me. 

The gentlemen by whom you sent the money are 
arrived ; the sum they brought, though large, is not suffi- 
cient to answer the demands of the Army, which at this 
time are remarkably heavy. There are three months' pay 
due, one month's advance, two dollars for each blanket, 
the arms which are left by those who are dismissed to be 
paid for, besides the demands which are on the Commis- 
sary and Quartermaster-Generals. You will, therefore, see 
the necessity of another remittance, which I beg may be as 
soon as you conveniently can. I will take the opportunity 
of the return of those gentlemen, to send Colonel Kirk- 
land to you for examination, and that you may dispose of 
liim as to you may seem proper. 

A Committee from the General Court of this Province 
called on me the other day, informing me that they were in 

great want of ordnance for defence of the Colony; that if thoughts of the matter, 
what belonged to them, now in use here, was kept for the ~ r ' ' 

Continent, they will be under the necessity of providing 
themselves with others ; of course what is kept must be 
paid for. There are many of the cannon of very little use ; 
such of them as are good I cannot at present part with. 



Mr. Wadsworth has sent in his report respecting Cape- 
Cod harbour, a copy of which you will receive herewith ; 
also a letter received from a Mr. Jacob Bayley, put into my 
hands by Colonel Little ; it contains some things that may 
not be unworthy the consideration of Congress. 

We have made good progress in the works on Lech- 
mere's Point; tliey would have been finished ere this, but 
for the severity of the weather, which prevents our people 
from working. 

I received a letter from Governour Cooke, which ex- 
presses the fears of the people of Rhode-Island, lest the 
ships, which we had information were sailed, with some 
troops on board, were destined for Newport ; I sent Major- 
General Lee there, to point out to them such defence as 
he may think the place capable of. I sincerely wish he 
may be able to do it with effect, as that place, in its pre- 
sent state, is an asylum for such as are disaffected to Ame- 
rican liberty. 

Our returns of inlistments to this day amount to eight 
thousand five hundred men. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble 

servant ' George Washington. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. Enclosed is an estimate of the demands of the 
Army. 

PELEG WADSWORTH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

December 16, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency: Agreeable to your 
orders of the 5th instant, I have examined the harbour 
of Cape- Cod, and give it as my opinion that Cape-Cod 
makes a very extensive harbour With any wimls from the 
west to north and northeast, and shipping may conveniently 
ride out of the reach of cannon, although the whole shore 
was lined with them. But the Cove, which may be strictly 
called the harbour, might be pretty well commanded from 
an eminence on the shore. This might deprive an enemy 
of the most commodious part of the harbour, prevent their 
watering, rendezvous, &c, &c. 

I am, with due respect, your Excellency's humble ser- 
vant, Peleg Wadsworth. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 



GENERAL HOWE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Boston, December 21, 1775. 

Sir : In answer to your letter of the 18th instant, I am 
to acquaint you that my command does not extend to 
Canada ; nor having received any accounts wherein the 
name of Allen is mentioned, I cannot give yon the smallest 
satisfaction upon the subject of your letter ; but trusting 
Major-General Carleton , s conduct will never incur cen- 
sure upon any occasion, I am to conclude in the instance 
of your inquiry, that he has not forfeited his past preten- 
sions to decency and humanity. It is with regret, con- 
sidering the character you have always maintained among 
your friends, as a gentleman of the strictest honouT and 
delicacy, that I find cause to resent a sentence in the con- 
clusion of your letter, big with invective against my supe- 
riors, and insulting to myself, which should obstruct any 
further intercourse between us. 

I am, sir, with due respect, your most obedient servant, 

William Howe. 
To George Washington, Esq. 



COLONEL JACOB BAYLEY TO COLONEL LITTLE. 

Newbury, November 24, 1775. 
Sir: Means have been taken, I do not doubt, to secure 
the conquest at Canada, and also to connect the Colony 
with ours ; yet as I am nigh to it, and somewhat acquainted 
with that country, would beg leave to let you know my 
I say to you as I need some one 
of my acquaintance who may be able to assert my sin- 
cerity ; I am not able any other way to improve the one 
talent I have, being settled in so remote a part of the coun- 
try, and since the war, applying myself wholly in carrying 
on the settlement of this country, so that of late, I have had 
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but little acquaintance with gentlemen who are now at the 
head of Colony affairs. I must suppose that it will be 
needful that a body of men are the next Spring stationed in 
Canada, for if the whole is not subdued this season, it must 
be done. l( taken must be kept from France as well as 
JEngtand. It would not surprise me, if after the French 
had assisted us to drive off the Regulars, they should take 
it out of our hands for France. Of what vast importance 
to us is the country, and how easy it is" defended. But 
one fortress commands the whole from any foreign power, 
and whatever nation, or people, holds the fortress, com- 
mands all the back settlements of the United Colonies, and 
the most extensive fur and skin trade in the universe. I 
cannot but be thankful that the councils of our adversaries 
are turned into foolishness in respect to Canada, for if 
they had taken possession of Quebeck and New- York, 
with what strength they brought to Boston, how would the 
matter. have been by this time with the Colonies; but Pro- 
vidence has interfered in our behalf. 

I would not lose so precious a jewel as Canada; the great 
difficulty we have, or shall have to keep it, is for want of a 
communication by land into that country, altogether by 
land, which we may have from this to St. John's, which 
will not exceed ninety miles, by which quick intelligence, 
and an army may be thrown into that country from this 
in six days; no danger then of a fleet and army from Bri- 
tain or France. We can provide here for any number on 
their march, and when in Canada, there is no want; a 
road also, will connect these people with ours ; trade might 
be carried on, or proposed, which will secure the trading 
part ; our people doubtless are amongst them, which will 
wear out their Popish bigotry; until that is the case, no great 
trust to the French. Supposing we set up for independen- 
cy, how much value is the fur and skin trade of that vast 
extensive river, lakes and country, (doubtless a million a 
year.) On the whole, considering every circumstance, con- 
venience and situation, I could heartily urge that you use 
your endeavour that such a road be thought upon and done 
early, as early as April; I would do all in my power to for- 
ward it. The course from this is nearly forty degrees north- 
west to Montreal. We are sixty miles east of Crown-Point ; 
nearly north from Hartford; northwest from Boston, one 
hundred and forty miles; from Newbury northwesterly one 
hundred and twenty-five miles; about the same distance 
from Portsmouth; but the maps will inform ; Dr. Langlon's 
is a very good one. If you remember, it is but two years last 
October, that you, Esquire Stevens and myself, sent a sur- 
veyor, chain-man, Sic, who measured and marked a road 
to Missisque Bay, and it is, undoubtedly, good for a road 
so far, which is two-thirds of the way; indeed, our line ter- 
minated forty-five degrees north latitude! I had thoughts 
that the road be carried to the east of Missisque Bay, but 
there is danger of drowned land ; should it be so, a ferry 
at the mouth of Missisque river, which will be but three- 
quarters of a mile ; cross Wind- Mill Point, another ferry of 
the same width, then a good road may be had to Conaga, 
at thirty miles distance, about six miles above Montreal. 
But I would, if practicable, make a road without being 
troubled with water ; water carriage is good, and answers 
an excellent end ; but what I would, is, that if we have a 
sudden call from Canada, we may repair thither without 
any hindrance. For suppose Canada to be in our hands 
next May or June, we are certain a fleet and army are in 
the mouth of St. Lawrence, destined to reduce Quebeck, 
an .army sufficient to repel might be sent this way season- 
ably, and I must think, that in the hands of the Ministry, it 
is their greatest advantage against, and in our hands as 
much, and more, if can be, and I have always wondered 
that the wise heads against us, if any there be, had not 
struck on New-York and Quebeck, which would have cut 
off the communication between the North and South Co- 
lonies, and harassed our frontiers, which are of a great 
extent. The Indians would have been in their favour. 
We could not have stood out till now; therefore, let us 
make by the advantage they have given us. 

I do not know the situation of the entrance into York, 
but I should think, if possible, that harbour ought to be 
secured for divers reasons. York is of more consequence 
to us, than all the harbours to the east. How easy would 
it have been for the King's troops and shipping, to have 
£ut"off the communication between the North and South 



Colonies, by taking possession of New- York and the North 
river, and would not numbers have joined them at York, 
and will not the King take possession there this winter? 
I trow not. I believe yet, if the King had possession of 
Canada, before next June there would be a communica- 
tion open for them by Albany. Even now, in the Win- 
ter, fortifications ought to be built at Sandy-Hook, to keep 
out, &ic. 1 only speak of this as it comes in my way. I 
have sent to Colonel Bedel, to see to the road on that 
side, but I am afraid the post will not get there, it is so 
bad crossing the lakes at this season. If this road was 
done, four days would come tidings. The affair of this 
road must be soon concluded upon, as provisions should 
be provided in the Winter, and it is much easier got now, 
than in April or May. I should be glad to have a return 
from you as soon as possible; how your publick affairs 
stand. I would be willing to do any thing that might con- 
tribute to so glorious a cause that we are now engaged in. 

_ I have wrote in a broken manner my thoughts ; you may 
pick out what of mine you like, and add to your own; per- 
haps you will, in so much, find something. When you go 
to Boston save your and our Scotch people, if they are 
friends. I would recommend that you continue in the ser- 
vice, if you are like to be of service. I don't say that I 
will not join the army in the Spring, if health remain. I am 
now in good health. All are well here. 

My best regards to the honourable gentlemen in the 



Army. From your humble servant, 



Jacob Bayley. 



GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head. Quarters, Cambridge, December 14, 1775. 
(Parole, St. Domingo.) (Countersign, France.) 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 15, 1775. 
(Parole, Rockingham.) (Countersign, Richmond.) 

The Quartermasters of all the Regiments are, as soon 
as possible, to deliver to the Deputy Commissary-General, 
Mr. Elisha Avery, all the Cider-barrels, Butter-firkins and 
Candle-boxes, in the possession of their respective Corps, 
as those articles are very much wanted for the publick 
service. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 16, 1775. 
(Parole, Raleigh.) (Countersign, Drake.) 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 17, 1775. 
(Parole, Thanet.) (Countersign, Dorset.) 

When fresh Recruits from the country join the new es- 
tablished Regiments, the Colonels, or commanding officers 
of those Regiments, are to discharge the like number of 
old soldiers, who have not engaged for the next campaign, 
taking care to part with the most indifferent first. 

A General Court-Martial to sit to-morrow morning in 
Cambridge, at ten in the forenoon, to try such persons as 
shall be brought before them. All evidences and persons 
concerned, to attend the Court. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 18, 1775. 
(Parole, Lcchmere.) (Countersign, Scar,.) 

The Colonels and commanding officers of Regiments 
and Corps are to deliver to the Adjutant-General, at or- 
derly time next Saturday, their pay abstracts for the 
months of October, November and December; also, an ab- 
stract for the month of January next, for each of the new 
established Corps, the honourable the Continental Con- 
gress, having been pleased to order all those who have 
bravely resolved to serve this country another year, shall 
be rewarded with one month's pay advance. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 19, 1775. 
(Parole, Dover's.) (Countersign, Hall.) 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 20, 1775. 
(Parole, Fair/ax.) (Countersign, Woodford.} 

In consequence of a complaint, exhibited by the Colo- 
nels and commanding-officers of corps, in the Brigade upon 
Winter-Hill, on the 20th October last, against Commis- 
sary-General Trumbull, his Excellency is pleased to order 
a Court of Inquiry, to sit to-morrow, at eleven, in the fore- 
noon, to examine into the cause thereof. Major-General 



457 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, he, DECEMBER, 1775. 



458 



Putnam, with the Brigadiers Sullivan, Green, and Heath, 
to compose the Court of Inquiry. AH evidences and per- 
sons concerned to attend the Court. 

The Court will sit at General Putnam's house; the 
Judge Advocate to attend. 



(Parole, Lancaster.) 



Head-Quarters, December 21, 1775. 
(Countersign, Carlisle.) 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 22, 1775. 
(Parole, Wilkes.) (Countersign, Newnham.) 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 23, 1 775. 
.Parole, London.) (Countersign, Livery.) 

The Colonels and commanding officers of the new esta- 
blished Regiments, will each of them receive, on Monday 
next, from the Adjutant-General, a warrant for eight hun- 
dred dollars, to pay their men for their blankets. An ex- 
act account of the distribution of this money is to be kept, 
and rendered when called for, particularizing the men's 
names, the companies they belong to, and the towns they 
come from. 

The Captains of the Militia companies, are again called 
upon to make out exact return-rolls of their men, specify- 
ing the towns they come from, and the regiments they are 
joined to. 

The General expects from the officers and soldiers a 
strict obedience, to the general standing orders, forbidding 
rambling from camp without leave, and hopes every person 
will exert himself in his particular station to preserve order, 
and that alertness so necessary in an army within cannon 
shot of their enemy. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 24, 1775. 
(Parole, Alfred.) (Countersign, Hopkim.\ 

By order of his Excellency General Washington, a 
Board of General Officers sat yesterday in Cambridge, and 
unanimously recommended the following rations to be de- 
livered in the manner hereby directed, viz : 

Corned Beef and Pork, four days in a week, 

Salt Fish one day, and fresh Beef two days. 

As Milk cannot be procured during the winter season, 
the men are to have one pound and a half of Beef, or 
eighteen ounces of Pork per day. 

Half pint of Rice, or a pint of Indian Meal per week. 

One quart of Spruce Beer per day, or nine gallons of 
Molasses to one hundred men per week. 

Six pounds of Candles to one hundred men per week, 
for guards. 

Six ounces of Butter, or nine ounces of Hog's Lard per 
week. 

Three pints of Peas or Beans per man per week, or ve- 
getables equivalent, allowing six shillings per bushel for 
Beans or Peas, two and eight pence per bushel for Onions, 
one and four pence per bushel for Potatoes and Turnips. 

One pound of Flour per man, each day; hard Bread to 
be dealt out one day in a week, in lieu of Flour. 

The above allowance is ordered to be issued by the 
Commissary-General to all the troops of the United Colo- 
nies serving in this Department, until the honourable the 
Continental Congress, or the Commander-in-chief, thinks 
proper to alter it. 

Captain Wenlworth Stewart, of Colonel Phinney's Re- 
giment, tried at a General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel 
Bricket was President, for " disobedience of orders, and 
gross abuse to Lieutenant-Colonel March, of the said regi- 
ment." The Court are unanimously of opinion that Cap- 
tain Stewart is guilty of repeated abuse to Lieutenant-Col- 
onel March, and, therefore, adjudge that he ask pardon of 
Colonel March, before all the officers of the regiment, and 
at the same time receive a severe reprimand from Colonel 
Phinney. 

John Wales, in Captain Williams's Company, Colonel 
Greaton's Regiment, tried at the above Court-Martial for 
" robbing the Quartermaster-General's store." The Court 
find the prisoner guilty of a breach of the forty-ninth Arti- 
cle for regulating the Massachusetts Army; and, therefore, 
adjudge him to receive ten lashes upon the bare back with 
a cat-o'-nine-tails. 

The General approves the above sentences, and orders 
them to be executed the first fair day. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 25, 1775. 
(Parole, Yorkshire.) (Countersign, Savile.) 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED. 

Cambridge, December 25, 1775. 

Dear Sir: At the same time that I thank you for stop- 
ping visiters in search of preferment, it will give me plea- 
sure to show civilities to others of your recommendation. 
Indeed, no gentleman that is not well known, ought to 
come here without letters of introduction, as it puts me in 
an awkward situation with respect to my conduct towards 
them. 

I do not very much understand a paragraph in your let- 
ter, which seems to be taken from mine to Colonel Han- 
cock, expressive of the unwillingness of the Connecticut 
troops to be deemed Continental. There is no expression 
in any of my letters, that I can either recollect or find, that 
has a tendency that way; further than their unwillingness 
to have officers of other Governments mixed in their corps; 
in which they are not singular, as the same partiality runs 
through the whole. I have, in some measure, anticipated 
the desires of the Connecticut Delegates, by a kind of re- 
presentation to each of the New-England Governments of 
the impracticability of raising our complement of men by 
voluntary inlistments, and submitting to their consideration 
whether, if the powers of Government are sufficiently 
coercive, each town should not be called upon for a pro- 
portionate number of recruits. What they will do in the 
matter remains to be known. The militia, who have sup- 
plied the places of the Connecticut Regiments, behave 
much better than I expected they would under our want 
of wood, barracks, and blankets. With these men, and 
such as are reinlisted, I shall hope, if they win be vigilant 
and spirited, to give the enemy a warm reception, if they 
think proper to come out. Our want of powder is incon- 
ceivable. A daily waste, and no supply, presents a gloomy 
prospect. I fear the detention of the vessels from your 
port is so generally known, as to defeat the end. Two 
men-of-war, it is said, put into New-York the other day, 
and were immediately ordered out, supposed to Virginia. 

I am so much indebted for the civilities shown to Mrs. 
Washington on her journey hither, that I hardly know 
how to acknowledge them. Some of the enclosed (all of 
which I beg the favour of you to put into the post-office) 
are directed to that end, and I shall be obliged to you for 
presenting my thanks to the commanding-officers of the 
two battalions of Philadelphia, for the honour done to her 
and me, as also to any others equally entitled. 

I very sincerely offer you the compliments of the season, 
and wish you and Mrs. Reed, and your fireside, the happy 
return of many of them, being, dear sir, yours, Sic. 

George Washington. 
To Joseph Reed, Esq. 

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GENERAL WARD. 

Cambridge, December 25, 1775. 
Sir : I am commanded by his Excellency to inform you 
that he is very apprehensive that the troops in Boston, 
when the bay is frozen sufficiently hard for them to pass, 
will take the hay that is on the marsh unless .it is jempved. 
You will, therefore, be pleased to have notice given to the 
persons owning it to take it away and secure it immedi- 
ately, or his Excellency will be under the necessity of 
having it burnt. 

1 am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Robert H. Harrison. 
To Major-General Ward. 

COLONEL MOYLAN TO WILLIAM BARTLETT,. 

Cambridge, December 25, 1775. 
Sir: Your letter of the 20th instant, is come to hand. 
As the corn and oats are wanting for the use of the army, 
Colonel Mifflin must have them. He will give the price 
you mention for the one-third belonging to the captors. 
As to the other two-thirds, it is of little consequence what 
price is fixed thereon. Colonel Glover must certainly 
have been mistaken when he informed you that his Excel- 
lency was willing that the com and oats should be disposed 
of at your place. It could not be his meaning, as he knew 
the want the Quartermaster was in for them. I wish you 
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would send up immediately the baggage belonging to Cap- 
tain Foster's people, for they are in a very dirty condition ; 
also for such of Captain Adams's men as are here. I do 
not know what directions to give you relative to the porter. 
We must order a survey on it, and judge by the report of 
its value. I think some butts would sell well at camp. 
,,„ , _ lam, &,c, Stephen Moylan. 

To William Bartlett, Esq., Beverly. 



IFiTRyCJIM? TO THE REPRESENTATIVES OF PORTSMOUTH, 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
..,■:-. Portsmouth, N.H., December 25, 1775. 

-*«siLast Monday, at a publick town meeting, the following 
:gentlemen were chosen Delegates to represent this town 
fir Provincial Congress now convened at Exeter; and, by 
a Committee appointed to draw up Instructions for them, 
they weie the next day unanimously voted by the Town. 

To Samuel Cutts and Samuel Sherburne, fcsqs., and Cap- 
" * tain Pierce Long. 

Gentlemen. As the approaching session of the Con- 
gress will be attended with the consideration of matters of 
more importance than ever came before any body of men 
hi this Colony, your constituents desire your strict atten- 
tion to jthfse then; instructions, supposing your motives in 
accepting our choice of you to be those, alone, of promo- 
.tjng the publick good. 

.The precept sent to this town for the choice of Dele- 
gates, mentions our taking up a form of Government in this 
Colony. This we conceive to be a measure to be entered 
on with the greatest caution, calmness, and deliberation. 
We aire of opinion that the present times are too unsettled 
to admit of perfecting a form, stable and permanent ; and 
Uaatjp^attempt it now would injure us, by furnishing our 
enemies in Great Britain with arguments to persuade the 
good, people there that we are aiming at independency, 
which we totally disavow. We should, therefore, prefer 
the government of the Congress, till God, in his provi- 
dence, shall afford us quieter times. 

If, however, tlie Congress shall think proper to esta- 
blish a new form of Government, we enjoin you, that no 
private pique or prejudice may seclude from the appoint- 
ment to any place of honour or profit men of approved 
honour and integrity ; whether members likely to be ap- 
pointed to such places, who you have every reason to think 
sought an election, that you do every thing in your power 
to prevent their appointment. 

The courts of justice in this Colony, you are sensible, 
ilY? long slept. We earnestly require you that you use 
y6ur influence in the Congress that the law may have its 
course, not only for the punishment of offenders but to 
enforce the payment of just debts, under such regulations 
as the Congress, in their wisdom, shall think proper. 

As the dastardly and inhuman behaviour of the persons 
hitherto intrusted by the British Ministry to execute their 
designs against America, convince us that they will take 
all advantages df the weakness of any post, while they 
artfully avoid aH such as are in a situation to make a re- 
sistance, we desire you will pay proper attention to the 
further fortifying and guarding the port of Piscataqua, 
now the frontier of the Colony ; and that, in general, you 
spare no pains to have every part of this Colony in a state 
of defetic<B. At the same time, however, that we give you 
this instruction, we recommend it to you that, if a plan of 
accommodation be proposed, the completion of which will 
terminate in an honourable settlement of the present dis- 
putes, you give your assent thereto; and we the more 
readily advise this, because we are by no means of opinion 
that the present measures are countenanced by the British 
nation m general, (ever remarked for their true valour and 
love of freedom, and who, when they are fully acquainted 
with the dispute, will undoubtedly approve the conduct of 
their sons, so like that of their ancestors at the Revolu- 
tion,,) but rather that they are the schemes of a set of men 
lost to every sentiment of true honour, and sunk into a 
state of dissipation and luxury, which they are endeavour- 
ing to support by subjugating the most loyal subjects their 
master could boast of. 

As we are firmly persuaded the measures we are taking 
for the preservation of our freedom are highly justifiable 



in the sight of God and man, we are determined to hazard 
our lives and fortunes in the prosecution of them, con- 
vinced that our brethren in every part of the Colony are 
actuated by the same motives, and will readily pay their 
proportion of the publick expense; you will, therefore, be 
careful to see that the proportion be equitably adjusted 
with respect to this town, which has already greatly suf- 
fered by the loss of its trade, almost its only support, and 
of the revival of which there is at present no prospect. 

We particularly recommend, that you strictly guard 
against every measure that may have a tendency to cause 
disunion ; and that, at all times, you keep sight of this re- 
commendation, as a disagreement among ourselves is what 
our enemies are earnestly wishing for, and, consequently, 
what we should be more particularly careful to see them 
disappointed in. 

You will use your endeavours that any Committees of 
Safety, which may be appointed by the Colony Congress, 
may be directed, in their recess, to sit in this town, which, 
in all probability, will be the seat of action, and may want 
the readiest assistance; and that the said Committee be 
kept under short adjournments. 

We entertain the highest and most grateful sense of the 
merit and bravery of such of our brethren as, at this time, 
are called forth to "jeopard their lives in the high places 
of the field," and hope this Colony will be behindhand in 
none, to see that they are properly rewarded, taking due 
care, at the same time, to keep up the very just and ne- 
cessary line of distinction between the civil and military 
powers. 

You will, from time to time, inform the Town Commit- 
tee of Safety of such matters of importance as are pro- 
posed to be transacted in Congress, and take their advice 
and instruction thereon, or that of our constituents in 
town meeting assembled, if the said Committee shall think 
proper. 

REMONSTRANCE FROM THE TOWN OF PORTSMOUTH. 

To the Honourable Congress of the Colony of New- 
Hampshire, now convened at Exeter for the preser- 
vation of the lives, liberties, and property, of said 
Colony. 

The Memorial and Remonstrance of the inhabitants of 
the town of Portsmouth, in town meeting assembled, hum- 
bly shows : That the great rise of goods has given much 
uneasiness, not only to the inhabitants of this town, already 
being much distressed by being the frontier, and the total 
loss of its trade, but also to those of the Colony in gene- 
ral. Although the honourable Continental Congress hare 
recommended that the Committees of the several towns 
should regulate this matter, yet, inasmuch as we have been 
informed that goods, although high, are higher at New- 
bury and Salem, and higher at Cambridge, we are of opi- 
nion that it is too extensive, as well as too delicate, an affair 
to be in the power of any Town Committee to rectify. 

We, therefore, look up. to the superior wisdom of Con- 
gress, entreating that they will take up the matter on a 
general plan, and afford such relief as the nature of the 
case requires. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray, &c. 

John Penhallow, Town Clerk. 

Portsmouth, Decombor 25, 1775. 

JAMES LYON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

. Maclnas, December 25, 1775. 

Sir : You doubtless remember to have seen an applica- 
tion from the Committee of Safety in this place, for leave 
to go against Nova-Scotia, which might probably have 
been taken then with very little difficulty. But we were 
informed that such an expedition could not be carried on 
at that time with proper secrecy, and that there was immi- 
nent danger from the King's ships. The same difficulties 
may, possibly, lie in the way now, if any troops are col- 
lected and sent from any part near the Head-Quarters. I 
apprehend that secrecy is as necessary now as ever it was ; 
and, if only one proper person, at a suitable place, be 
ordered to conduct the whole affair, it will probably suc- 
ceed. 

There have been many applications, I dare say, from 
many persons and places ; but, were I to point out a suit- 
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able place, I should mention this, as it is near to Nova- 
Scotia. I should be more at a loss for a proper person to 
conduct the enterprise. I know of fitter persons than my- 
self, in many respects, but they are strangers to the Pro- 
vince and people. But I have dwelt there for years, and 
have a personal acquaintance with almost all the principal 
men, and know the country well. I should rejoice, there- 
fore, in the appointment to this necessary business ; and, if 
your Excellency, together with those only who must ne- 
cessarily be acquainted with the appointment, (for I choose 
none but they should know any thing of the matter,) in 
your great wisdom should see fit to appoint me, I will con- 
duct the expedition with the utmost secrecy, and (Deo 
adj.) will add to the dominions of the Continental Con- 
gress another Province, before our enemies are able to 
defend it. All I require is sufficient authority to collect as 
many troops as I see fit in this Eastern country, not ex- 
ceeding one thousand men, and vessels to convey them to 
the place of action, and blank commissions for the neces- 
sary officers of a thousand more, to be filled up as I shall 
find expedient, in Nova-Scotia, where the men are to be 
raised, put into the Continental pay, and left there to de- 
fend the country when taken. And further, that a suffi- 
cient quantity of provisions, ammunition, arms, &,c, be 
sent here about the middle of March. 

Your Excellency may inquire about me as much as you 
please, of Benjamin Foster, Esq., Captain Stephen Smith, 
Captain O' Brian, and Mr. Shannon, for these gentlemen 
I should choose to have as companions, but do not choose 
that they, or any other persons living, should know an)' 
thing of the design (if this petition is granted) until it is 
time to embark, except those persons only who have au- 
thority to appoint. The above-mentioned gentlemen know 
nothing of this application. 

The reduction of Nova-Scotia is a matter of great im- 
portance, and lies near my heart, on account of my many 
suffering friends in that Province, and on account of the 
many advantages that would arise from it to this Colony, 
and to this place in particular. But, should the Govern- 
ment appoint another person to conduct the expedition, I 
shall cordially acquiesce, and pray for his success, as I ever 
do that God may smile on all the American arms, till all 
our enemies are subdued before us. 

Tour Excellency will not take amiss what my zeal for 
the honour and safety of my country constrained me to 
write/ "' 

1 am, most respectfully, your Excellency's very humble 

and obedient servant, T T 

' James Lyon. 

His Excellency George Washington, Esq., Commander- 
in-chief of the Army of the United Colonies. 

ADVICES FROM AMERICA. 

(London Gazette,) Secretary of State's Office, Whitehall, I 

December 26, 1775. $ 

By the last advices received from Quebeck, of the 26th 
of October, it appears that General Carleton, who was 
then at Montreal, and formed a considerable corps of Ca- 
nadians and English, that he and Lieut. Colonel Maclean, 
who commanded another corps on Sorel river, were pre- 
paring to proceed, by separate routes, to the relief of St. 
John's, which had been for some time invested by the Re- 
bels, without their being able to make an impression upon 
it; ami that there was the greatest probability that the 
country would be goon cleared of those invaders, whose 
force was considerably diminished by sickness and deser- 
tion, and in great want of necessary supplies. 

There are no advices from Boston later than the 12th 
of October, when General Gage left it, invested, as before, 
by the Rebel army, which had, however, attempted no- 
thing since the affair of Bunker's Hill. 

The Earl of Dunmore, Governour of Virginia, ac- 
quaints the Secretary of State, in a letter dated the 22d of 
October, on board the ship William, off Norfolk, that on 
the 15th, his Lordship had landed with a party of between 
seventy and eighty men, in the neighbourhood of the town 
of Norfolk, and destroyed seventeen pieces of ordnance, 
and brought off two more, which had been carried away 
from that town by the Rebels, and concealed in the coun- 
try; that on the 17th he had landed again, at about eight 
miles from the town, and marched between two and three 



miles into the country, where about two hundred Shirt- 
men were collected to oppose him, but who fled into the 
woods upon the appearance of the party, leaving behind 
them some small-arms and ammunition, which his Lord* 
ship carried off. That on the 19th he had again landed, 
and destroyed ten guns, and brought off six, at a distance 
of two miles from the coast ; and on the 20th brought off 
six more. And on the 21st, the day before his Lordship's 
letter is dated, he had landed again, and brought off ten 
guns and two cohorns, and about sixty small-arms, and a 
great quantity of ball of different sizes ; and his Lordship 
imagines there are not any military stores remaining in the 
possession of the Rebels in that part of the Province. 

In these several landings, his Lordship made seven pri- 
soners, among whom is one Robinson, a Deputy to the 
Provincial Convention, andone Mathews, a captain of the 
Minute-Men. 

CHESTER COUNTY, (PENNSYLVANIA,) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, December 26, 1775. 

Extract from the Votes of Assembly. — " All Battalions 
now formed, as well as those hereafter to be formed, are 
desired to make the necessary returns of their officers, with 
their respective ranks, to the Committee of their County; 
and the Committees are desired to certify such returns, 
with their respective ranks, to the Committee of their 
County; and the Committees are desired, to certify such 
returns, with the respective rank of each Battalion in their 
County, to the Committee of Safety, that commissions may 
be issued immediately for every officer, in conformity with 
these Rules." — [Article 24.] 

This Committee, taking the foregoing Regulation into 
consideration, 

Resolved, That the respective Colonels of the Militia of 
this County be, and they are, hereby requested to make 
the necessary Returns of their Officers, with their respec- 
tive ranks, to Colonel Anthony Wayne, Chairman of this 
Committee; and he is hereby empowered and desired to 
certify such Returns, with the respective Rank of each 
Battalion in this County, to the Committee of Safety, by 
the 20th day of January next. And it is further recom- 
mended, that each Township, or sufficient number of As- 
sociators to form a Company, (after the Companies already 
formed are full,) that hath not already chosen their Offi- 
cers, do immediately proceed to elect them, that Returns 
maybe made as above directed. And it is further ear- 
nestly recommended to the Associators of this County, to 
acquiesce under, and subscribe their names to, the Rules 
and Regulations for the better government of the Military 
Associators, as formed by the honourable House pf As- 
sembly of this Province, unljl there may be an opportunity 
of an amendment. And they are desired Jo pay a stricj 
regard and attention to the 23d Article, which isjn these 
words : " No Commissioned, Non-commissioned, Officer, or 
Private, shall withdraw himself from the Company to 
which he belongs, without a discharge from theCornmand- 
ing Officer of the Battalion; nor shall sucli person.be re- 
ceived in any other Company without such discharge." 

Resolved, That Anthony Wayne, James Moore, Fran- 
cis Johnston, Esquires, Doctor Samuel Kennedy, Caleb 
Davis, William Montgomery, Persifor Frazer, and Rich- 
ard Thomas, gentlemen, or any five, or more, of them, be 
appointed, and they are hereby appointed," to represent this 
County (if occasion be) in Provincial Convention for the 
ensuing year. — [Extract from the Minutes. J 

By order of the Committee : 

Francis Johnston, Secretary. 



BOCKS COUNTY, (PENNSYLVANIA,) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, Bucks County, December 26, 1775. 

This Committee, desirous as much as possible to prevent 
every species of imposition and extortion, which design- 
ing person, prompted by a sordid attachment to self-inte- 
rest, and the present scarcity of sundry articles of goods, 
may be tempted to commit, have directed the republication 
of the Ninth Article of the Continental Association ; and 
all shop-keepers, and other retailers of goods, are request- 
ed to be particularly attentive thereto, as a wilful viola- 
tion thereof will necessarily incur the penalties recommend- 
ed in this and the Eleventh Article of said Association. 
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Ninth Article. "Such as are venders of goods or mer- 
chandise, will not take advantage of the scarcity of goods 
•that may be occasioned by this Association, but will sell 
the same at the rates we have been respectively accus- 
tomed to do. for twelve months last past. And if any ven- 
der of goods or merchandise shall sell any such goods on 
higher terms, or shall, in any manner, or by any device 
whatsoever, violate or depart from this agreement, no per- 
son Ought, nor will any of us deal with any such person, or 
his or her factor or agent, at any time thereafter, for any 
commodity whatsoever." 

By order of the Committee : 

Henry Wynkoop, Clerk. 



« COLONEL MAXWELL TO LORD STIRLING. 

Trenton, December 26, 1775. 

My Lord : I have begun to write, though 1 know of no 
opportunity to send it, as the communication this way is 
not passable for carriages at present. 

I have received two bundles, one of breeches and the 
other of boots, from Mr. White, which 1 will forward as 
soon as possible. 

I was in company with Mr. Leivis, one of the Congress, 
on his way home. He said your letter, concerning the 
Government troops, came to hand the evening before he 
set off, and it was the subject of discourse of a number of 
the Delegates for a considerable time, though in a private 
capacity; and he said it was acknowledged, by all present, 
that this was not a proper place for them. 

The people of this place and Burlington, on proper 
application made to them, were complacent enough to order 
the barracks repaired, and provide every other necessary 
in their powers. I find, when I get them in repair, they 
will be large enough to hold my regiment; and it will be 
very handy to exercise them. 

I hope you will send me one of your best frocks for a 
pattern, by the first of the stage carriages, and I will send 
it back again. 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's very humble servant, 

William Maxwell. 



GENEBAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OE CONGRESS. 
[Read January 8, 1776.] 

Albany, December 26, 1775. 

Sir : I do myself the honour to enclose you the extract 
of a letter which I yesterday had the pleasure to receive 
from General Montgomery. It has relieved me from a most 
distressing anxiety, occasioned by a report which prevailed 
here, that General Montgomery was killed, Colonel Arnold 
taken prisoner, and our Army totally defeated. I find that 
this lie was contrived by some here, inimical to us, and so 
industriously circulated, that it will probably reach Con- 
gress before this letter. 

Not one of the recruiting officers is as yet returned, and 
I fear that in four days more Ticonderoga, Fort George, 
and this place, will be left without any troops ; and at all 
these places there are so many stores, that it gives me 
great uneasiness that they should be left without proper 
guards to protect them. 

As I have no troops it will not be in my power to send 
a garrison to the fort in the Highlands. A post of so much 
importance ought not to be left without a strong one. I 
have sent Captain Billings, of Colonel Clinton's Regiment, 
to raise a company ; he thinks he can speedily effect it. I 
propose to send him to the Highlands, unless Congress 
should direct otherwise. 

The officers, prisoners, are making daily applications to 
me for money to subsist themselves with, and I find myself 
under a necessity of supplying them, which I do as spa- 
ringly as possible. They make no doubt but that General 
Howe will order their subsistence to be paid whenever he 
is applied to, 

I am informed that General Carleton has sent home all 
the pilots from Quebeck, probably with an intention to have 
their services early in the Spring. 

Congress will perceive that General Montgomery is in 
sentiment with me on the necessity of sending a reinforce- 
ment into Canada. If any preparations are to be made 
for it, no time is to be lost, as the boards, Sic, &c, must 



be carried to the spot where the boats are to be construct- 
ed, before the Winter breaks up, as it will be utterly impos- 
sible after that to procure them. 

The expense of expresses from here to Cambridge rises 
so high that I believe it would save money to appoint 
a post to go from hence to Springfield, where the post from 
New-York might take the letters to Cambridge, and on his 
return leave those for this place. 

Enclose a list of the military stores intended for General 
Washington ; they are now at Fort-George, and as we have 
a fine fall of snow, and the weather extremely cold, I hope 
to see them here on their way to Cambridge in a few days. 

Mr. Macpherson, my Aid-de-camp, has behaved during 
the whole campaign with so much propriety that General 
Montgomery has entreated me to recommend him to Con- 
gress, and beg that he may be rewarded with a Majority. 
I most sincerely join in the request, and Ilbelieve Congress 
never will have occasion to repent, should they te so good 
as to confer the favour. 

As I have not been honoured with a line from Congress 
acknowledging the receipt of any of ray several letters of 
the 1 1th, 18th, 20th, 22d, and 27th ultimo, and 8th instant, 
I begin to be apprehensive that they have miscarried. Be 
so good as to let me know by the New-York post if they 
are come to hand or not. 

I am, sir, with respect and esteem, your most obedient, 
very humble servant, „ „ 

JTHILIP SCHUYLER. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c. 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 
[Read January 17, 1776.] 
Head-Quarters before Quebeck, December 26, 1775, 
My dear General: When last T had the honour to 
write, I hoped, before now, to have had it in my power to 
give you some good news. I then had reason to believe 
the troops well inclined for a coup-de-main. I have since 
discovered, to my great mortification, that three companies 
of Colonel Arnold's detachment are very averse from the 
measure. There is strong reason to believe their differ- 
ence of sentiments from the rest of the troops arises from 
the influence of their officers. Captain . , . .*, who has 
incurred Colonel Arnold's displeasure by some misconduct, 
and thereby given room for harsh language, is at the bot- 
tom of it, and has made some declarations which I think 
must, draw upon him the censure of his country, if brought 
to trial. Captain .... *, and Captain .... *, seem to 
espouse his quarrel. A field-officer is concerned in it, who 
wishes, I suppose, to have the separate command of those 
companies, as the above-mentioned Captains have made 
application for that purpose. This dangerous party threat- 
ens the ruin of our affairs. I shall, at any rate, be obliged 
to change my plan of attack, being too weak to put that in 
execution I had formerly determined on. I am much afraid 
my friend .... * is deeply concerned in this business. 
I will have an eclaircissement with him on the subject. I 
will, hereafter, acquaint you more particularly with this 
matter. In the mean time, I wish you would not mention 
names ; for I know not whether the situation of affairs will 
admit of doing the publick the justice I could wish. 

Strain every nerve to send a large corps of troops down 
the instant the Lake is passable. It is of the utmost im- 
portance we should be possessed of Quebeck before suc- 
cours can arrive ; and I must here again give it to you as 
my opinion, and that of several sensible men acquainted 
with this Province, that we are not to expect a union with 
Canada, till we have a force in the country sufficient to 
ensure it against any attempts that may be made for its te- 
covery. I believe I have mentioned this in my last, but I 
cannot help repeating it again. 

One difficulty occurs to me : How are those troops to be 
paid here? The Continental money will not be received 
by the inhabitants. I had distributed part of it to the 
troops at Montreal; few would receive it. The conse- 
quence was, the soldiers offered it for less than its value, 
and so it became depreciated. One scheme, Iras occurred 
to me, which I shall communicate by this opportunity to 
Price, and our other friends at Montreal. If they can send 
down to the army such articles as soldiers choose to lay 
[* Names erased in the original.] 
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out their money upon, employing sutlers for that purpose, 
who will receive our paper, the troops may then be paid 
in Continental currency, which will not be depreciated, 
the soldier will not grumble, as he may be regularly paid, 
and, by degress, the inhabitants may acquire confidence in 
it, seeing our merchants take it freely. What hard cash 
can be mustered, might pay the contingencies of the army, 
such as transportation of baggage, &ic, and purchase pro- 
visions. 

I am amazed no money is yet arrived. The troops are 
uneasy, and shall, by-and-by, be at my wit's end to furnish 
the army with provisions. I am the more surprised, as I 
am credibly informed cash arrived from Philadelphia, at 
Ticonderoga, three weeks since. I have almost exhausted 
Price, having had upwards of five thousand pounds, York, 
from him. I must take this opportunity of acknowledging 
his service. He has been a faithful friend to the cause in- 
deed. His advice and assistance, upon every occasion, I 
have been much benefited by; and when I consider that 
he has been the first mover of those measures, which have 
been attended with so many and great advantages to the 
United Colonies, I cannot help wishing the Congress to give 
him an ample testimony of their sense of his generous and 
spirited exertions in the cause of freedom. 

Having so early reported to you my determination to re- 
turn home, I take it for granted measures are taken to sup- 
ply my place. Should not any body arrive shortly for that 
purpose, I must conclude Congress mean to leave the nia- 
nagement of affairs in General Wooster's hands ; and, there- 
fore, if this business should terminate in a blockade, I shall 
think myself at liberty to return. However, if possible, I 
shall first make an effort for the reduction of the town. 

I will shortly comply with several articles of directions 
which I have received from you, and which I deferred in 
hopes of complying with them, before now, in peaceable 
possession of Quebeck. The strange, divided state of the 
troops, all this campaign, has prevented my sending re- 
turns, having never been able to get one with any tole- 
rable exactness. The three discontented companies are 
within a few days of being free from their engagements. 
I must try every means to prevent their departure ; and in 
this matter I am much embarrassed. Their officers have 
offered to stay, provided they may join some other corps. 
This is resentment against Arnold, and will hurt him so 
much that I do not think I can consent to it. 

I am, my dear sir, with great respect and esteem, your 
most obedient and affectionate humble servant, 

Richakd Montgomery. 
To General Schuyler. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

Cambridge, December 26, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Your favour of the 6th instant did not reach 
this place till Saturday afternoon. The money which ac- 
companied it came seasonably, but not, as it was so long 
delayed, quantum sufficit, our demands at this time being 
peculiarly great for pay and advance to the troops ; pay 
for their arms and blanketing, independent of the demands 
of the Commissary and Quartermaster-General. 

Lord Dunmore's letters to General Howe, which very 
fortunately fell into my hands, and were enclosed by me 
to Congress, will let you pretty fully into his diabolical 
schemes. If, my dear sir, that man is not crushed before 
Spring, he will become the most formidable enemy Ame- 
rica has. His strength will increase as a snow-ball, by 
rolling, and faster, if some expedient cannot be hit upon 
to convince the slaves and servants of the impotency of 
his designs. You will see by bis letters what pains he is 
taking to invite a reinforcement, at all events, there, and to 
transplant the war to the Southern Colonies. I do not 
think that forcing his Lordship on ship-board is sufficient. 
Nothing less than depriving him of life or liberty will se- 
cure peace to Virginia, as motives of resentment actuate 
his conduct to a degree equal to the total destruction of 
the Colony. I fear the destination of the naval armament 
at Philadelphia, is too well known to answer the design. 
I have heard it spoken of in common conversation, at this 
place, near a fortnight ago ; and the other day was told that 
two men-of-war, going into the harbour of New- York, (sup- 
posed to be those intended for the relief of the Asia,) were 



ordered, and accordingly sailed immediately out, as it is 
imagined, for Virginia. 

My letters to Congress will give you the occurrences of 
this place. I need not repeat them ; but I must beg of 
you, my good sir, to use your influence in having a Court 
of Admiralty, or some power appointed to hear and deter- 
mine all matters relative to captures. You cannot con- 
ceive how I am plagued on this head, and how impossible 
it is for me to hear and determine upon matters of this sort, 
when the facts, perhaps, are only to be ascertained at ports, 
forty, fifty, or more, miles distant, without bringing the par- 
ties here at great trouble and expense. At any rate, my 
time will not allow me to be a competent judge of this 
business. 

I must also beg the favour of you to urge the necessity 
of appointing a Brigadier-General to the vacant brigade in 
this army. The inconvenience we daily experience, for 
want of one, is very great; much more than the want of a 
Colonel to a regiment, for then the next officer in com- 
mand does the duty. In a brigade, this may not with pro- 
priety happen, and seldom or ever is done with any kind 
of regularity. Perfectly indifferent is it to me whom the 
Congress shall please to appoint to these offices. I only 
want it done, that business may go regularly on. 

My best respects to the good family you are in, and to 
your brothers of the delegation ; and be assured that I am, 
dear sir, your most obedient and affectionate servant, 

George Washington. 
To Richard Henry Lee. 

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GENERAL THOMAS. 

Cambridge, December 26, 1775. 

Sir : I have it in command from his. Excellency to re- 
quest you to inform him whether the two persons you 
spoke of and recommended some time ago, have got into 
any of the regiments. One of them you said had inlisted 
a company. His Excellency wishes to know, as there are 
some vacancies here. 

I am, &c, Robert H. Harrison. 

To Brigadier-General Thomas. 



[general Washington] to Jonathan glover, esq.. 

Cambridge, December 26, 1775. 

Acknowledged receipt of his of 25th, relative to the 
sloop Sally, retaken by Captain Adams, and sent into 
Marblehead. Desired him to get information to whom 
the vessel and cargo belonged. If in danger, to land the 
cargo, avoid embezzlement, &c. 

[general Washington] to william watson, esq.. 

Cambridge, December 26, 1775. 
Acknowledged receipt of his of 23d instant, and inform- 
ed him that application had been made to General Howe 
for exchange of prisoners, to which Mr. Howe was silent. 



[general Washington] to captain william bartlett. 

Cambridge, December 28, 1775. 
Ordered him to advertise in the Cambridge and Water- 
town papers at least eight days before that of the sale of 
any goods taken by the Continental armed vessels. 

MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Boston, December 26, 1775. 

My Lord : I am this day informed, by the master of a 
vessel arrived here a few days past, from Cape-Nicholas, 
in the Island of Hispaniola, that the Rebels get supplies 
of arms and gunpowder from thence in large quantities ; 
one person, by this informant's account, having sold one 
thousand stand of arms, and one ton of gunpowder, to the 
master of a privateer, fitted out for that intent from Provi- 
dence, in the Government of Rhode-Island. And it was 
generally said at Cape- Nicholas, that the same privateer 
had sailed with three other vessels under her convoy, hav- 
ing on board two tons of gunpowder, and ten thousand 
stand of arms, for the use of the Rebels. 

It has lately been discovered that persons in. the coun- 
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try, suspected of disaffection to Government, having effects 
and merchandise in this town, have used and are practising 
various artifices, by a separation and conveyance of their 
property to those of the town who pass for being well dis- 
posed subjects, to secure the same. As they must be in- 
debted to merchants in Britain for the greater part of 
such goods, and certainly mean to defraud them in pay- 
ment, I shall do every thing in my power to stop these 
proceedings, until I receive your Lordship's particular in- 
structions on this head. 

With most perfect respect, I 
&c, 

To the Earl of Dartmouth. 



have the honour to be, 
W. Howe. 



TO THE PEOPLE OF NORTH-AMEHICA. 

Philadelphia, December 27, 1775. 

Those who have the general welfare of the United En- 
glish Colonies, in North-America, sincerely at heart, who 
wish to see peace restored and her liberties established on 
a solid foundation, may, at present, be divided into two 
classes, viz : Those who look forward to an independency 
as the only state in which they can perceive any security 
for our liberties and privileges, as every measure of the 
British Government indicates a vigorous prosecution of 
their unlimited claims — and those who, overlooking the 
possibility of Lord North's motion being a political ma- 
noeuvre, to lull us to rest until he had sufficient time to 
prepare for an effectual execution of the measures re- 
commended in the address of both Houses of Parliament, 
believe that it was sincerely intended as a foundation on 
which a true constitutional union could be re-established, 
and our liberties remain unimpaired, and, therefore, think 
it not impossible that Britain and America .may yet be 
united. Though I am far from believing that every man, 
in both classes, is a sincere well-wisher to American liber- 
ty, yet I firmly persuade myself, she has many zealous 
friends in each, and shall give equal credit to their since- 
rity. My present design will, I trust, interfere with nei- 
ther, as 1 mean only to point out a matter which to me 
appears, if not absolutely necessary, at least highly expe- 
dient ; in either case, to throw out some hints which I think 
important, but which have not been held out to publick 
consideration. 

If the present struggle should end in the total indepen- 
dence of America, which is not impossible, every one will 
acknowledge the necessity of framing a general plan of 
connection between the Provinces, or what may be called 
the Constitution of the United English Colonies. We 
know of no other way to prevent the many feuds and ani- 
mosities which may naturally be expected to arise in a 
country circumstanced like America. If, on the other hand, 
it should terminate in a reunion with Great Britain, there 
yet appears so great a necessity of such a constitution, that 
every good man must desire it ; for, draw what line you 
please, Tor the present, as long as it shall remain possible 
for the throne of Great Britain to be filled with an ambi- 
tious monarch, and an Administration to be found which 
will pay no regard to the faith of compacts, and, by having 
the treasury in its hands, as at this day, can command the 
force of the nation, there will be no absolute safety for 
America, but in a union of the Colonies. 

We have reason to thank the Divine Ruler of the Uni- 
verse, that such a union, as has heretofore answered the 
exigencies of the times, has taken place on every emer- 
gency; and we may, without superstition, believe that the 
Divine counsel to the United Colonies is, " Now is your 
time to form one general plan of an American Union and 
Constitution, which shall only dissolve with the last breath 
of your expiring liberty ; which, under my protection, will 
prove an everlasting barrier against tyrannical encroach- 
ments," 

And if we will, with hearts sincerely attached to the 
welfare of mankind, in preference to every thing else, stu- 
diously endeavour to ascertain that plan which will most 
effectually secure the enjoyment of the blessings of hea- 
ven to all alike, I doubt not but wisdom from above will 
enlighten our minds, and enable us to secure ourselves 
against those latent defects in the constitution of empires, to 
which they have generally owed their destruction ; so that 
Ihe American empire of liberty may, like the temperate 



sons of religion and virtue, remain unattacked by the dis- 
orders, which bring on a too early dissolution, and after 
having enjoyed the blessing of perfect health to the last, 
like them, die of old age. I have often indulged' myself 
with the pleasure of believing, that the part of that admir- 
able statesman's, and divine politician's, the Bishop of St. 
Asaph's Sermon, delivered before the Incorporated Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, on 
the 19th of February, 1773, which refers to America, was 
prophetick of what would hereafter happen. And should 
we lay aside all selfish, interested views, mutual jealousies, 
and distrust, and pursue the plan of divine and Christian 
politicks there inculcated, I make no doubt of our being 
able to correct those errors and defects which are to be 
found in the most perfect constitution of government which 
ever the world has yet been blessed with. Conscious of my 
own inabilities, and earnestly solicitous to see matters, 
which to me appear of the utmost importance, I long with- 
stood the earnest solicitations of my own mind, and de- 
clined offering any thing to the publick ; but seeing no 
prospect of what I so ardently wished for, 1 at last resolved 
to throw out a few hints in the best manner I could ; and 
as my only view is to set you a thinking on some points 
which have not been generally attended to, and if possible, 
to excite men of abilities and virtue to devote some part of 
their time to a consideration of what may be the most cer- 
tain and effectual means of securing to all ranks in society, 
and to the latest posterity, those blessings and privileges 
which America in her days of peace and prosperity en- 
joyed, I should be well pleased to find, that the printers of 
publick papers throughout the Colonies might hold then} 
up to the publick view of the people. Solomon says, 
" Where no council is, the people fall ; but in the multi- 
tude of counsellors there in safety." g ALUS Populi 



Philadelphia, December 27, 1775. 

I observed on one of the drums belonging to the Marines 
now raising, there was painted a Rattlesnalce, with this mo- 
dest motto under it, " Don't tread on me." As I know it 
is the custom to have some device on the . arms of every 
country, I supposed this may have been intended for the 
arms of America; and as I have nothing to do with pub- 
lick affairs, and as my time is perfectly my own, in order 
to divert an idle hour, I sat down to guess what could have 
been intended by this uncommon device. I took care, 
however, to consult on this occasion a person who is ac- 
quainted with heraldry, from whom I learned, that it is a 
rule among the learned in that science, " that the worthy 
properties of the animal, in the crest-born, shall be consi- 
dered," and, " that the base ones cannot have been intend- 
ed ;" he likewise informed me that the ancients considered 
the serpent as an emblem of wisdom, and, in a certain atti- 
tude, of endless duration — both which circumstances, I sup- 
pose, may have been had in view. Having gained this 
intelligence, and recollecting that countries are sometimes 
represented by animals peculiar to them, it occurred to me 
that the Rattlesnake is found in no other quarter of the 
world besides America, and may, therefore, have been 
chosen on that account to represent her. 

But then " the worthy properties" of a snake I judged 
would be hard to point out. This rather raised than sup- 
pressed my curiosity, and having frequently seen the Rat- 
tlesnake, I ran over in my mind every property by which 
she was distinguished, not only from other animals, but 
from those of the same genus or class of antmals, endea- 
vouring to fix some meaning to each, not wholly incon- 
sistent with common sense. 

I recollected that her eye excelled in brightness that of 
any other animal, and that she has no eye-lids. She may, 
therefore, be esteemed an emblem of vigilance. She 
never begins an attack, nor, when once engaged, ever sur- 
renders. She is, therefore, an emblem of magnanimity and 
true courage. As if anxious to prevent all pretensions of 
quarrelling with her, the weapons with which nature has 
furnished her, she conceals in the roof of her mouth, so 
that, to those who are unacquainted with her, she appears 
to be a most defenceless animal ; and even when those 
weapons are shown and extended for her defence, they 
appear weak and contemptible ; but their wounds, however 
small, are decisive and fatal : conscious of this, she nev<?r 
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wounds till she has generously given notice, even to her 
enemy, and cautioned him against the danger of treading 
on her. Was I wrong, sir, in thinking this a strong picture 
of the temper and conduct of America 1 The poison of 
her teeth is the necessary means of digesting her food, 
and at the same time is certain destruction to her enemies. 
This may be understood to intimate that those things which 
are destructive to our enemies, may be to us not only harm- 
less, but absolutely necessary to our existence. I confess 
I was wholly at a loss what to make of the rattles, till I 
went back and counted them, and found them just thirteen, 
exactly the number of the Colonies united in America ; 
and I recollected, too, that this was the only part of the 
snake which increased in nurnbers. Perhaps it might be 
only fancy, but, I conceited the painter had shown a half- 
formed additional rattle, which, I suppose, may have been 
intended to represent the Province of Canada. 'Tis cu- 
rious and amazing to observe how distinct and independent 
of each other the rattles of this animal are, and yet how 
firmly they are united together, so as never to be separated 
but by breaking them to pieces. One of those rattles 
singly, is incapable of producing sound, but the ringing of 
thirteen together is sufficient to alarm the boldest man 
living. The Rattlesnake is solitary, and associates with 
her kind only when it is necessary for their preservation. 
In Winter, the warmth of a number together will preserve 
their lives, while, singly, they would probably perish. The 
power of fascination attributed to her, by a generous con- 
struction may be understood to mean, that those who con- 
sider the liberty and blessings which America affords, and 
once came over to her, never afterwards leave her, but 
spend their lives with her. She strongly resembles Ame- 
rica in this, that she is beautiful in youth, and her beauty 
increaseth with her age ; " her tongue also is blue, and forked 
as the lightning, and her abode is among impenetrable 
rocks." 

Having pleased myself with reflections of this kind, I 
communicated my sentiments to a neighbour of mine, who 
has a surprising readiness at guessing at every thing which 
relates to publick affairs ; and, indeed, I should be jealous of 
his reputation in that way, was it not that the event con- 
stantly shows that he has guessed wrong. He instantly 
declared it as his sentiments, that the Congress meant to 
allude to Lord North's declaration in the House of Com- 
mons, that he never would relax his measures until he had 
brought America to his feet, and to intimate to his Lord- 
ship, that were she brought to his feet, it would be dan- 
gerous treading on her. But, I am positive he has guessed 
wrong, for I am sure the Congress would not condescend, 
at this time of day, to take the least notice of his Lord- 
ship in that or any other way. In which opinion I am 
determined to remain, your humble servant. 



TRYON COUNTY COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
County Committee Chamber, December 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen: In answer of several letters of you re- 
ceived to day, concerning our Delegates wanting at your 
House, we would immediately, without delay, acquaint 
you, that in our meeting held on the 25th of November 
last, Mr. William Wills, of Harper sjield, was voted as a 
Delegate of our County, to represent us, in company with 
Mr. John Moore, at your House; and we despatched him 
immediately with his credentials therefor, and we doubted 
not of his appearance in New-York on that purpose some 
time ago. We have been informed that he went on his 
journey, and must suppose that he might be arrived by 
this time. But in case of the delay of such elected second 
Delegate, we do hereby empower the said John Moore, if 
agreeable to you, to be our sole representative for our 
County at the Provincial Congress, until we have certain 
notice of the circumstances of the aforementioned late 
chosen Mr. Wills. 

Also, if Mr. John Moore should be on his return home in 
the lime when said Mr. Wills would arrive in New-York 
at your House, we fully approve that he, then, might act in 
the same manner, as the only one representative for our 
County, until we _shall receive further notice thereof, and 
in cas;e"of such further want of the one or the other, we 
will immediately cause a new voting again Jo supply such 
want. We may assure you that we are very sorry to be 



the cause of any delay or disappointment in your House ; 
but we hope to be excused for the true circumstances afore- 
mentioned, and besides your letters came very late to our 
hands. 

We remain, with all esteem, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient, humble servants. By order of the Committee : 

Isaac Paris, Chairman. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN AT WESTMORE- 
LAND, TO HIS FRIEND IN HARTFORD, DATED DECEMBER 

27, 1775. 

It will not be in my power to be in your parts this Win- 
ter, as we have lately had a visitation by a body of Tories, 
under the command of one Plunket, they pretended by 
orders from Penn ; be that as it will, the bottom of it is 
toryism. As we were threatened with death and destruc- 
tion, we had no other way but to fight. They had six or 
seven hundred men, two cannons, Sic. I marched with 
about four hundred of my regiment, which I thought enough 
for seven hundred of such wretches. As soon as they 
came in sight, they fired without saying a word, and rushed 
to surround us. Our people met them with as much reso- 
lution, and a very heavy fire ensued. We soon drove 
them, killed a number, and drove one wing of the body 
into the mountain; the main body retreated. This was on 
the 21st of December. 

On the 23d, at night, they attempted to cross the river, 
to destroy our settlements, where the men were chiefly 
drawn off; I sent a party to receive them, and just as their 
boat came to shore, with about one hundred men, our peo- 
ple poured in the shot upon them, at about three rods dis- 
tance, and obliged them to retreat and make off as well as 
they could. By the best accounts we can "get they had 
fifty or sixty killed and wounded. We had two killed and 
three wounded, one of which is since dead. Our enemies 
are all gone off, I believe for the Winter. 



MATTHEW THORNTON TO GENETUL WASHINGTON. 

Exeter, December 27, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency : Your favour of 
the 23d instant, respecting the great want of blankets for 
the Army, I received this day, and communicated the same 
to the Congress now sitting, who immediately went into 
the consideration, and resolved to take the most speedy 
and effectual method in order to purchase all that can be 
spared within this Colony. Though we are fearful whether 
any considerable number can be obtained ; yet we do not 
despair of procuring some, which will be forwarded to your 
Excellency with all possible despatch. 

I am, with great respect, your Excellency's most hum- 
ble servant, ,» m - « --,-■■- 
' Matthew Ihornton, Prest, 

To His Excellency General Washington. 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE UNITED COLONIES. 

North-Carolina, December 28, 1775. 
The dispute between Great Britain and America has 
been so often explained by able writers, that it is needless 
to say any thing concerning it, than this: If the British 
Parliament have a right to tax America in the manner and 
for the purposes they pretend, and to make laws to bind 
us in all cases, then it is unlawful for the Americans to 
oppose them. If, on the contrary, which has been proved, 
they have not that right, the Americans, in duty to them- 
selves and their posterity, ought to oppose them. This 
they have done, and are still doing, notwithstanding the 
base and cruel measures fallen upon by those in power, in 
Britain and America, to prevent their procuring the means 
of defence ; in which, however, they have hitherto been 
unsuccessful, as the Americans have, though at a great 
expense, been supplied with ammunition sufEcientJo en- 
able (hem to maintain a defensive war for many months, 
during which time they have used every method that could 
be devised, to prevail with the governing powersirj [Britain 
to repeal their unjust and cruel acts, and to revive that 
peace and harmony which formerly subsisted between Bri- 
tain and America, Petitions, addresses, &c., Tiave been 
sent to them, and that repeatedly, in hopes that at last 
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Vhey would meet with the desired and deserved success. 
But alas! Britons thirst for American blood ! Regiments 
after regiments have been sent over to shed it ; more we 
are threatened with, and all the horrors of an unjust, cruel, 
and unnatural war, are denounced against their fellow-sub- 
jects in America, whom they brand with the odious and 
Undeserved epithet of rebels, only because they retain too 
much of their honoured British ancestors' spirit to submit 
to be slaves. 

To defray the expenses of this just, necessary, and ho- 
nourable defensive war, which the Americans nave been 
compelled to engage in, they have been obliged to emit 
large sums in paper bills of credit. The preparations that 
Britain is making to prosecute their enslaving schemes the 
ensuing year, and (as they term it) to conquer America, 
makes it necessary, not only to keep up the forces that 
have been employed this year, but to add largely to their 
nuffiber for the service of the next, which will make 
another emission, and that a large one, absolutely neces- 
sary. Now, we know that the value of a paper currency 
depends upon the funds established to sink the bills in cir- 
culation, which, in the present case, is designed to be ef- 
fected by a capitation or poll tax, to be paid annually by 
the people of each Province, for a number of years to 
come. But how the people are to become able to pay 
this tax is the next thing to be considered, and it cannot 
be considered too soon ; for, should any real or imaginary 
insufficiency in the fund present itself to the publick, or be 
presented to it by the enemies of America, the credit of 
our paper currency sinks instantly. Our armies can then 
no longer be kept up, nor our liberties defended ; we 
must then disband the one and resign the other, and be- 
come the abject slaves of those wretches whose mercies 
are "cTUel. . _The grand inquiry is, how these difficulties 
may be surmounted ? And here I must beg leave to say 
that I was much surprised at the instructions given by the 
Pennsylvania Assembly to their Delegates appointed to 
represent that Province in the Continental Congress, which 
runs thus: "Though the oppressive measures of the Bri- 
tish Parliament and Administration have compelled us to 
resist their violence by force of arms, yet we strictly enjoin 
you, that you, in behalf of this Colony, dissent from, and 
utterly reject, any propositions, should such be made, that 
may cause or lead to a separation from our mother country, 
or a change of the form of this Government." They add : 
"You are directed to make report of your proceedings to 
this House." That constituents have a right to give in- 
structions to their representatives, and that they ought to 
exercise that right, will not be denied by any man who is 
acquainted with the British Constitution ; but I think these 
instructions smell strong of Toryism, and I am sure they 
do not retain so much as the shadow of friendship to the 
cause of American liberty. The literal meaning of them 
seems to be tfiis : If other petitions, addresses, &c, which 
we would still have presented, (even while British sol- 
diers and fleets are murdering our people and burning our 
towns,) are, as the former ones have been, rejected and 
laughed at, we will, rather than not be esteemed British 
subjects, submit to the most abject slavery that our lordly 
masters will deign to let us live under. 

Let us now take a view of the present state of North- 
America. Her ports blocked up, her towns burnt, her 
Cdasts watched by ships of war, her rivers and creeks in- 
fested with_ their lenders, commissioned to exercise the 
honourable employment of stealing sheep, hogs, cattle, 
and whatever else their vile commanders direct them, or 
they can force from the unguarded inhabitants. Add to 
this, the inhabitants of some towns of the first note in our 
'c6uhtry are drove from their habitations to make room for 
"a vile, mercenary army, consisting of slaves for soldiers, 
arid abandoned Ministerial tools for officers, whose deeds 
''proclaim them incapable of further degeneracy. Let it 
not pass unnoticed, that the savage Indians, the Negro 
slaves; anJ the refuse of English jails, the convict ser- 
vants, have all Been" applied to, to assist them in carrying 
fire and s word to the peaceful abodes of the honest, indus- 
' trJpusijrjRaHtants of these once happy Colonies, thereby to 
* compel thejT! to submit to slavery and oppression. Next, 
le^usTOprfsJier the vile intentions of the fabricators of the 
Restrajnffi£ Act, calculated (by preventing the sale of oar 
produce To any but British purchasers) to prevent our 



procuring the means of defence ; and, lest this precaution 
should prove ineffectual, they have applied to several Eu- 
ropean Powers to prevent their subjects furnishing us with 
arms and ammunition, lest, if we are, we should put them 
to the noble use of defending ourselves. Mean and cow- 
ardly as it is, yet this they have done ; they know our 
courage and fear the effects of our just indignation, when 
armed for the conflict. 

From this view of our present state, which is not exag- 
gerated, how weak, not to say wicked, must those men be 
who could vote for our suffering one moment longer, such 
cruel treatment and such vile indignity, even worse than 
might be expected from an enraged foreign enemy in time 
of open war ! What has Britain to complain of, that she 
ought not to have expected from us if she had only con- 
sidered us as men. But, condemning us as the descend- 
ants of those brave men, who, scorning to be the slaves of 
a tyrannical Prince and an abandoned Administration, re- 
moved from Britain (that sink of corruption) to this land 
of freedom, where, till of late, tyranny and corruption 
have not dared to show their detested heads, how infatu- 
ated must these men be, who think such men will wear 
the shackles of Ministerial slavery or lay down their lib- 
erties but with their lives. Thanks be to Heaven, though 
our case is bad, (so bad that Britain cannot make it 
worse,) there is yet a way open for us, not only to escape 
the threatened ruin but to become a happy, wealthy, pow- 
erful, and respectable people. If it be asked how this 
great work is to be effected ? I answer, 

First. By declaring an immediate Independency. 
Secondly. By holding forth, to all the Powers of Europe, 
a general neutrality. 

Thirdly. By immediately opening all our ports, and de- 
claring them free to every European Power, except Great 
Britain, and inviting foreigners to purchase our commodi- 
ties, and to furnish us with arms, ammunition, and such 
manufactures as we cannot, as yet, furnish ourselves with ; 
which we cannot do with any prospect of success, so long 
as we retain even but the shadow of dependance on, or 
subjection to, Great Britain. We need not doubt, that 
Britain would endeavour to prevent our having a trade 
after our declaring independency, as well as now; but the 
case will, if I am not greatly mistaken, be widely different : 
Now, she says, we are her subjects, and we have not, as 
yet, informed the world that we disown subjection. She 
says, other nations have no right to trade with us, and it is 
at their risk if they do, and they know it ; but when we 
declare ourselves independent, and offer trade, I apprehend 
-the other Powers will look on us, and esteem us as such; 
as they certainly have nothing to do with the dispute be- 
tween Britain and us, and consequently will not tamely 
submit to Britain's making captures of their vessels. Cer- 
tain I am, it is the interest of America that she have a 
free trade to all the European markets, or that they have 
with us, which, for some time, will answer our purpose as 
well ; and that the trade to North- America should be open, 
is the interest of every maritime Power in Europe ; there- 
fore, we need not doubt their encouraging it. 

Fourthly. That in each Province, such persons as are 
able and willing, shall be encouraged to form themselves 
into companies (having first subscribed such sums as their 
circumstances will allow) for the erecting manufactories, 
the most suitable to the present and future real wants of 
our inhabitants. 

Fifthly. That an act be passed in each Province, abso- 
lutely to prevent every kind of luxury and unnecessary 
expense, either in dress, equipage, furniture, eating, drink- 
ing, gaming, ot any kind of expensive diversions, Sic, &c, 
under heavy penalties. 

Sixthly. That, at the expense of each Colony, encour- 
agement be given to manufacturers and artificers of every 
useful kind to remove from Europe to North- America, 
there to set up their several trades; and that the encour- 
agement that each Colony will give to each person, whether 
in land, money, or indulgences, be caused to be inserted 
in the newspapers of the different countries in Europe, 
from whence it might be expected such persons would be 
permitted to remove. 

Seventhly. That an act be immediately passed in each 
Province for an immediate and constant application of the 
quit-rents of the land in each Province, to the purpose of 
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fortifying the coasts, rivers, &c, as soon as may be, for the 
building and fitting for service so many vessels of force as 
may be found necessary for our domestick defence. 

Eighthly. That in the tobacco Colonies large quantities 
of tobacco shall no longer be permitted to be raised, as it 
is found to interfere with farming, so necessary now, and 
always to be encouraged, for the purpose of raising mate- 
rials for manufacturing, which never can be raised in suffi- 
cient quantities for the use of the inhabitants of those Co- 
lonies while they employ all their force in raising tobacco. 

Ninthly. That the laws of each Province, or so many 
of them as may be found of publick utility, be continued in 
force, with such alterations only as may be deemed neces- 
sary; that their number be rather lessened than increased ; 
that as much as be ambiguity be expunged, and perspi- 
cuity introduced in its stead ; that law be no longer a bur- 
den and a curse, but a blessing to our country. 

Tenthly. That religion in each Province be continued 
upon the footing it now is, and that no man be despised on 
account of his religious opinions, provided they do not in- 
terfere with the peace and safety of the community; except, 
that Popery shall not be countenanced, by law, in any of 
the United Colonies. 

I have now given the publick my sentiments on the 
present alarming state of our affairs, showed the necessity 
of a change,' and endeavoured to point out the way to effect 
it. But I am sensible there are so many individuals that 
are interested to prevent such measures being pursued, 
that they will endeavour to frustrate every attempt that the 
Americans may make to provide for themselves those things 
they have hitherto depended on them for, and deter them, 
if possible, from making the attempt, by persuading them 
of the impossibility of succeeding. But surely our coun- 
trymen will not be guilty of so gross an absurdity as to take 
counsel of them, whose interest it is to deceive them. 
Some say, it is impracticable to manufacture for ourselves. 
I grant it so, with respect to the tobacco Colonies, without 
quitting, in some considerable degree, their favourite sta- 
ple ; but I should not despair of success, was I to under- 
take to prove, that it is their interest to do it now, and 
that they would have, in general, been in better circum- 
stances as a people, had they fallen upon other methods 
than planting many years ago. The Northern Colonies 
are a proof of it, and the Southern ones, from their favour- 
able climate, have greatly the advantage of their Northern 
neighbours. 

It is by some said to be ungrateful in us to desire a se- 
paration from what they are fond to call the Parent State, 
to whom we are so much obliged. I ask for what ? Why, 
say they, for taking off your produce, for furnishing you 
with what you want in exchange, and for protecting you 
from inyadjng enemies at a great expense. In answer to 
which, I say, we have not sought nor desired a separation ; 
that if we do separate, it is of necessity, not of choice. 
Cruelty and oppression compels us. We must separate, 
or become the labouring slaves of Britain, which we dis- 
dain to be. And with respect to trade, I deny that there 
is any colour of obligation, since we are compelled to sell 
to them, and them only, who thereby have it in their 
power to take our produce to themselves at any price they 
please to allow for it, and have the same advantage in rating 
whatever we take from them at what price they please. With 
regard to protection, I allow they assisted us, who were 
not negligent in opposing enemies, that were so on account 
of our connection with them. But I further say, that in 
protecting us, they protected themselves ; for had France, 
in the last _war, conquered these Colonies, Britain would 
have lost their trade, and France have gained it ; the cer- 
tain consequence of which would have been, that, for want 
of a revenue to support fleets and armies for her defence, 
against an enemy made so much stronger by such an ad- 
vantageous acquisition, Britain could hardly have escaped 
becoming a Province of France before this day. 

These things, I hope, will be duly considered by every 
inhabitant of America, as they are recommended to them 
to show the absurdity of continuing to petition and address, 
while our Jpwns are in flames, and our inhabitants mur- 
dered, rather than separate from a cruel, blood-thirsty peo- 
ple, the cause of all our woes. If this attempt proves in 
any respect serviceable to the American cause, it will give 
a secret pleasure to A British American. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL HOWE TO THE PRE- 
SIDENT OF THE VIRGINIA CONVENTION, DATED DECEM- 
BER 28, 1775. 

I am at present, sir, so indispensably engaged, that I 
have not time to be so particular as I could wish, had I 
any thing of importance to communicate ; but, except some 
salutes from the men-of-war, matters remain just as they 
did when 1 wrote you last. No effectual steps have been 
taken in respect to the exchange of prisoners, for which 
the enclosed copies of letters between Lord Dunmore and 
myself will, I hope, account in such a manner as to leave 
me, in the opinion of your honourable body, free from 
blame. 

Ship Dunmore, December 25, 1775. 

Sir : I have this moment received yours of the 24th, 
and in compliance with your request, have empowered the 
bearer, Mr. Laurie, to agree to any one of your Lieutenants 
in our custody, being exchanged in place of Mr. Batut, 
Lieutenant of the Fourteenth Regiment, and to an equal 
number of your privates, in lieu of those of the Fourteenth 
with you now. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 
To Robert Hoive, Esquire. Dunmore. . 

Norfolk, December 25, 1775. 

My Lord : Desirous as we are to regain our friends in 
your custody, and to return to the army the officers and 
men of their corps who have fallen into our hands, we can, 
by no means, submit to place the officers and soldiers of 
the army, who have been taken in battle, upon a footing 
with those officers of militia and the peasants, that you have 
thought proper to deprive of their liberty. We have, since 
our march from the Great-Bridge, taken a number of those 
who were in action at that place ; among them, some who 
acted under your commissions as field-officers; those I con- 
ceive, may be equitably exchanged for those of the same 
rank in your hands; and reluctant as 1 am to continue 
in confinement either your prisoners or ours, I shall con- 
sent to no exchange but such as equity shall warrant. I 
beg leave to refer you to Mr. Laurie for particulars. I 
should be glad to be favoured with a list of the prisoners 
you have in your hands, the rank they bear, and the man- 
ner in which they were taken. 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient, humble 

servant ' RobertHowe. 

To His Excellency Lord Dunmore. 



Ship Dunmore, December 26, 1775. 

Sir : Yours of last night I received, and really am at a 
loss to know what your meaning is ; you certainly, when you 
proposed an exchange of prisoners, could never have meant 
to pay your own people so poor a compliment, as not to 
look upon those, whom the Convention thought proper to 
appoint to hold military commissions, in any other light 
than officers ; those you talk of as officers of militia and 
peasants, whom, you say, I have thought proper to deprive 
of their liberty, come under that predicament, and were 
taken armed against their liege Sovereign. If the rank of 
officers in each army is not to be our guide, I own I am at 
a loss to know by what rule we are to be governed in ex- 
change of prisoners. 

I am, sir, your humble servant, Dunmore. 

To Robert Howe, Esq., in Norfolk. 

Norfolk, December 27, 1775. 
My Lord : I was not understood by your Lordship last 
night, and it gives me concern. You do me justice, how- 
ever, when you suppose I could not mean, even by impli- 
cation, to degrade any commissions issued by Conventions, 
whose authority I acknowledge, whose appointment I hon- 
our, and to whose service I have devoted myself. I am, I 
find, to inform your Lordship of what I really thought you 
before acquainted, that Conventions, from the fata! neces- 
sities of the times, have been compelled to establish three 
different military bodies: Militia, Minute Battalions, and 
Regular Regiments; and that they have made a distinction 
in the rank of each. What I said, therefore, in respect to 
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Itiilitia officers, was not without its propriety, bad my mean- 
ing extended no further than as to their rank. You, my Lord, 
sometimes affect so much to despise any rank derived from 
'Conventions, that courtesy itself cannot induce you, even in 
the common forms of address, to admit those appellations 
which they have fixed to particular characters. Circum- 
stances, however, at other times, have so far an influence 
upon your Lordship as to prevail upon you, not only to ad- 
mit that rank, but to endeavour to carry it higher than even 
the Convention intended. 

A Colonel in the Minute service ranks only with a Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the Regulars; a Colonel of Militia, only 
with a Lieutenant-Colonel of Minute-Men. This must 
make it plain, that a Militia Lieutenant, though your Lord- 
ship had taken him in battle, cannot be deemed an equitable 
exchange for a Lieutenant of Regulars, much less, my Lord, 
if a man should have been torn from his farm, and arbi- 
trarily deprived of his liberty, because a Convention had 
nominated him an officer, without his having done any one 
act that could warrant his seizure, or continue his confine- 
ment longer than despotism prevails over rights and privi- 
leges. In this case I might, indeed, compassionate his fate, 
but should betray the confidence reposed in me by my 
country, should 1 attempt to release him by a prisoner of 
equal rank taken in battle, who it would be my duty to 
consider as a pledge in my hands, for the redemption of 
some brave men, that by the chance of war may happen to 
be captivated. 

The Convention, in order to establish a Militia, have ap- 
pointed Captains in particular districts to train and exer- 
cise, in arms, all persons from sixteen to sixty years of age, 
Without instructing or directing them to act against Govern- 
ment; these may meet and go through the manual exercise, 
and then return home, surely without the least guilt. Six 
months after, should some or all of these people be taken 
from their ploughs, made prisoners, and offered in exchange 
for those that are prisoners of war, could an officer be justi- 
fied, Who admitted of such an exchange ? or would you, my 
Lord, should iwe seize upon the persons of the peasants, who 
comeinto this town every day, and who attend to your Pro- 
clamation, and subscribed your Test, admit of them in ex- 
chage for our officers and men, who you assert, were taken 
in arms ? Information had given me to think, and till your 
last Tetter, I had no reason to doubt, that some of these 
officers and men you offered us, were such, as I have de- 
scribed ; and it was to that I alluded when I said, that I 
could not put those prisoners, taken in battle, upon a foot- 
ing with the militia officers and peasants, whom you, my 
Lord, had thought proper to deprive of their liberty. I was 
explicit, I thought, when I told your Lordship, that I looked 
upon those officers, who, under your appointment, fought 
at the Great-Bridge, though taken since the action, as pri- 
soners, who would be equitably offered in exchange for 
those of ours of the same rank taken by you; and when I 
desired an exact list of the men in your custody, the rank 
they bore, und the manner In which they were taken, I 
imagined it would be granted me ; I wish now to obtain 
such a list, my Lord ; and if I do, you will find that I shall 
not degrade those commissions issued by Conventions, the 
rank of which you seem so desirous I should maintain, but 
join you heartily, if you choose it, in one measure at least, 
that of returning to. their friends such prisoners as we have 
of yours, and restoring to the bosom of their country those 
that you have torn from it. 

I have not had it in my power, till within this hour, to 
answer your favour of last night; the delay you will please 
to excuse. 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient humble 
servant, Robert Howe. 

To His Excellency Lord Dunmore. 



>f0Rl$S Iff SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW-JURSEY. 

ftewtown, Sussex County, .New- Jersey, 
December 28, 1775. 

Last 1\iesifoy,Hhe 26th inMtjnt, 'about four hundred of 
the irfilitia of this County, under the command of Colonel 
Ephraim Martin arid Mark Thompson, assembled and pro- 
ceeded in gtfed order and regularity, fn quest of Tories, a 
considerable number of whoiw (inhabitants of this County) 
had entered, into a combination and agreement not to com- 



ply with any Congress measures ; about forty, we hear, 
are taken, most of whom have recanted, signed the Asso- 
ciation, and profess themselves true Sons of Liberty, be- 
ing fully convinced of their error : and that two or three 
who remain incorrigible are to be sent to the Congress to 
be dealt with. 



EXTRACT or A LETTER RECEIVED AT HULLjJN ENGLAND, 
FROM A GENTLEMAN IN NORTH-CAROLINA, DATED DE- 
CEMBER 29, 1775. 

Our Provincial Convention, at their last meeting, ap- 
pointed Committees of Safety, consisting of thirteen mem- 
bers for each of the six districts of the Province; and these 
Committees, by authority of the Convention, elected a Pro- 
vincial Council, consisting likewise of thirteen. The Le- 
gislative, Judicial, and Executive powers of Government, 
are now entirely in the hands of the said Council and Com- 
mittees. Governour Martin is still on board the Cruiser, 
sloop-of-war, from which he issued a proclamation, for- 
bidding a meeting of the Convention, which .they resolved 
was a false, scandalous, scurrilous, and malicious libel, tend- 
ing to stir up tumults and insurrections, dangerous to the 
peace of His Majesty's Government, fcc, and ordered it 
to be burnt by the common hangman, which was accord- 
ingly done. They appointed two Treasurers, and ordered 
them to draw on the Continental Congress at Philadel- 
phia for one hundred thousand dollars, for the pay and 
maintenance of three thousand MiputeJYlen ; and to re- 
place that sum, they have issued paper bills of credit for 
one hundred and twenty-five thousand, dollars, and laid 
penalties on those who should speakdisrespectfully of the 
bills, or offer them at less than eight shillings for a dollar. 
The Minute-Men are to be trained every day, Sundays not 
excepted ; the uniform is a hunting-shirt, leggings, or spat- 
terdashes, with garters. To encourage the supplying our- 
selves with what we used to import from Great Britain, 
they have voted large premiums to any person or persons 
who shall erect furnaces for refining iron, slitting mills, steel 
furnaces, and also, for the making of cotton cards, needles 
and pins ; the refining of sulphur, and making saltpetre and 
gunpowder in this Colony. 

The following is a copy of a Test drawn up by the Con- 
vention, signed by themselves, the Provincial Council, 
Committees of Safety, &.c. Sic, viz: 

" We, the subscribers, professing our allegiance to the 
King, and acknowledging the Constitutional Executive 
power of Government, do solemnly profess, testify, arid 
declare, that we do absolutely believe that neither the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, nor any constituent member 
thereof, have a right to impose taxes on these Colonies to 
regulate the internal policy thereof; and that all attempts, 
by fraud or force, to establish and exercise such claims and 
powers, are violations of the peace and security of the peo- 
ple, and ought to be resisted to the. utmost. And, thai the 
people of this Province, singly and collectively, are bound 
by the acts and resolutions of the Continental and Provin- 
cial Congresses; because, in both, they are freely repre- 
sented by persons chosen by themselves. 

" And we do solemnly and sincerely promTsejand engage, 
under the sanction of virtue, honour, and The sacred Jove 
of liberty and our country, to maintain and support all and 
every the acts, resolutions, and regulations of the said Con- 
tinental and Provincial Congresses, to the utmost of our 
power and abilities. 

" In testimony whereof," &c. 

The former Convention voted fifty thousand pounds for 
raising and embodying one thousand men, to be employed 
in the common cause, which were accordingly raised. A 
body of five hundred of them are now encamped near Wil- 
mington. It is reported that many of them desert. 

We have but little communication with. the neighbour- 
ing Provinces, owing to the distracted state of the whole 
Continent ; and what we hear is not always to be depend- 
ed upon. The last accounts from Virginia say , that Lord 
Dunmore does not lose ground; and since his proclarna- 
tion, offering freedom to indented servants and slaves, many 
;people have joined him to save their property. He seized 
a printing press at Norfolk, which he employs for his own 
purposes ; and, by the means of Negroes, and others, 
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continues to circulate his proclamations and intelligence 
through the country. It is said that Colonel Henry, with 
a large body of men, is gone against him ; and a General 
from the American camp, at Cambridge, in Massachusetts- 
Bay, is expected on the same service. 

A gentleman, who lately passed this way from South- 
Carolina, said that Lord William Campbell, Go vernour of 
that Province, and his Secretary, were still on board the 
Tamer, sloop-of-war. The Governour's lady remained at 
his house in Charlestown. Mr. Stuart, Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs, who had fled to East-Florida in May last, 
lately held a Congress with a great number of Indians, 
near St. Augustine, but they had not learnt, at Charles- 
town, what had been done by him and them. The Govern- 
ment of South- Carolina has been, for some time, in the 
hands of a Council of Safety, consisting of thirteen, and a 
General Committee of ninety-nine, who permitted several 
vessels to carry rice to the West-Indies, on condition of 
their bringing arms, ammunition, clothing, and other ne- 
cessaries in return ; and so strictly do they adhere to the 
General Continental Association, that a quantity of cloth- 
ing, shipped from a foreign Island, being discovered to be 
of British manufacture, was sent back in the vessel that 
brought it. Some of the fire-arms, which were French, 
had, on trial, been found good for nothing. They have 
two regiments of Foot and one of Horse in actual pay, be- 
sides a great number of Volunteer Companies daily training, 
exclusive of the Militia, all which are under the command 
and direction of the Council of Safety. 

An attack on Charlestown has been for some time ex- 
pected, by an armament from England, on which account 
many of the inhabitants have left the town, almost all the 
merchandise and valuable effects are removed, and the 
Provincial records are, by order of the Council of Safety, 
carried to Dorchester, about twenty miles up in the coun- 
try. A scheme was formed, and some vessels purchased, 
in order to attack and seize the Tamer, sloop ; but, when 
the vessels were fitted out and armed, some misapprehen- 
sion or misunderstanding arose among the several compa- 
nies destined for the service, and the design was given up 
or postponed. It was said that the sum of one million 
pounds, currency, issued by the Congress last Summer, was 
nearly expended in putting the Colony in a state of de- 
fence ; cash was very scarce, and many persons were issu- 
ing their own notes. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL QprjRT OrHASSACHU- 
SETTS-BAY. 

Cambridge, December 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Having never considered the four inde- 
pendent companies which have been doing duty at Brain- 
tree, Weymouth, and Hingham, in the same point of view as 
the rest of the Army, (although some orders may have gone 
to or for them, through the hurry of business,) nor included 
them in my Returns to Congress, according to the Brigade- 
Major's Report from Congress, I do not think myself au- 
thorized to direct pay for them without first laying the 
matter before Congress, which I shall do by enclosing aa 
exact transcript of your representation of the case, with this 
single remark : that, as they were not regimented, and were 
doing duty at some distance from these camps, 1 did not 
know whether to consider them as part of the Continental 
Army, and, therefore, had not ordered them payment here- 
tofore. 

With respect to the other requisition contained in your 
Resolve of the 20th, I do not think myself at liberty to 
extend the guards of this camp beyond Squantum and 
Chelsea, both fit places for observation. This was my sen- 
timent of the matter when the Committee did me the hon- 
our to call yesterday ; but as it appeared to be of some 
importance to this Government, I did not care to determine 
upon it without asking the opinion of some of the principal 
officers in this Army, whose sentiments, I am happy to find, 
coincide with my own. 

This might be assigned as one, among other reasons, to 
show that I did not consider these four companies as part 
of the Continental troops; that there were times, in the 
course of the past Summer, when I should not have suffered 
them to have remained at the places they were posted, if 
I had considered myself vested with power to have with- 
drawn them. 

I would not have it inferred, from hence, that I do not 
think it my duty, and with the greatest cheerfulness shall 
undertake, to march troops, if these lines are not to be 
exposed by it, to any place in this or the neighbouring 
Governments, to oppose an invasion. But, whilst the body 
of the Ministerial troops continue in Boston, and the cir- 
cumstances of this Army remain as they are, it must be my 
first object to guard these lines. 

I am, with great respect, gentlemen, Sic, 

George Washington. 



captain bellew to colonel howe. 

Ship Liverpool, off Norfolk, December 30, 1775. 
Sir: As I hold it incompatible with the honour of my 
commission to suffer men, in arms against their Sovereign 
and the laws, to appear before His Majesty's ships, I desire 
you will cause your sentinels, in the town of Norfolk, to 
avoid being seen, that women and children may not 
feel the effects of their audacity ; and it would not be im- 
prudent if both were to leave the town. 
I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

Henry Bellew. 
To Robert Howe, Esq. 

COLONEL HOWE TO CAPTAIN BELLEW. 

Norfolk, December 30, 1775. 

I am loo much of an officer to wish you to do any thing 
incompatible with the honour of your commission, or to 
recede, myself, from any point which I conceive to be my 
duty. Under the influence of reciprocal feelings, conse- 
quences may ensue which either, perhaps, would choose to 
avoid. Our sentinels have received orders not to fire at 
your boats, or any other, unless approaching the shore in a 
hostile manner. If they exceed this order, we would pun- 
ish them ourselves ; or, if you do it, we shall thank you for 
it. If, however, your resentment extends farther than 
merely to them, I should wish the inhabitants of the town, 
who have nothing to do in this matter, may have time to 
remove with their effects. And, as to the rest, I should 
be unworthy of the respect of a man of your character, if 
I consulted any thing but my duty. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Robert Howe. 
To Henry Bellew, Esq. 



GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

Head-Quarters, Friday night, 8 o'clock, ) 
[December 29, 1775. J 

Sir: I am commanded by his Excellency General 
Washington, to acquaint you that he is just informed that 
you propose to execute the project to-night, which, by 
some mischance, was delayed last night. If no Intelli- 
gence of your intention has already reached the enemy, 
there is no doubt they were sufficiently informed, by the 
firing, by the tracks this morning they discovered in the 
snow, and other circumstances, that they are acquainted 
with your design. His Excellency, therefore, orders me 
to say, you had better wait a more favourable opportunity, 
when the absence of the moon, the light afforded by the 
snow, and weather more suitable to prevent discovery, 
correspond to give success to your undertaking. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Horatio Gates, Adj't General. 

To Brig. Gen. Sullivan, Winter-Hill. 



WlNTHROP SARGENT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Gloucester, December 29, 1775 . 
Mat it please tour Excellenct: At the request pf 
Messrs. Jacob Green fy Co., owners of the sloop Speed- 
well, — — Cory, Master, lately taken by Captain Brough- 
ton and sent into this harbour, we have maturely considered 
the within enclosed account, so far as it is carried out, and 
are of opinion that the charges are reasonable, and that 
the losses were sustained ; and are further of opinion, that 
the captors, in justice, should pay it, with the remainder 
of the account, when the same can be ascertained. And 
we do recommend to yoqr Excellency the same, hoping 
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you will order that justice may be done to the sufferers ; 
and beg leave to subscribe ourselves, 

Your Excellency's most obedient, humble servants. 
Winthbop Sargent, 
Chairman of the Committee of Safety. 



SOUTH-CAROLINA COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THE CONTINEN- 
TAL TREASURERS. 

In the Council of Safety, Charlestown, S. C, > 
December 31, 1775. J 

Gentlemen: The Congress, by a Resolution of the 
12th July last, empowered the Commissioners of Indian 
Affairs in the Southern Department, to receive from the 
Continental Treasury ten thousand dollars, for defraying 
the expenses of treaties and presents to Indians. The 
Commissioners met at Salisbury on the 13th ultimo, and, 
among other proceedings, (copies of all which they trans- 
mitted to the Congress,) resolved on a meeting with the 
Creek and Cherokee Indians, empowered three of their 
members to purchase goods for presents to the Indians, 
and to draw on us for ten thousand dollars, and required 
us to advance them, and draw on you for the like sum. 
We have, accordingly, agreed to do so, acquainted them 
therewith, and shall pay their draft when presented, which 
we expect will be soon. 

As we have occasion to send a gentleman, Captain 
Robert Cochran, to the Massachusetts-Bay, on some par- 
ticular business of the Colony, in the execution of which 
he will require money, we have thought proper to draw 
on you, in his favour, for the sum, to be paid as he may 
have occasion. We should have procured an order from 
the Commissioners, which would have been a more formal 
and proper way of doing the business, but the service on 
which this gentleman goes requires despatch, money for 
him will be absolutely necessary. The only Commissioner 
in this Colony lives at a very great distance, another is in 
Georgia, a third in the Cherokee country, another in 
North- Carolina, and the fifth in Virgina ; so that waiting 
for a draft from them, or a majority of them, would have 
occasioned much delay. We have, therefore, only to re- 
peat, that we hope Mr. Cochran will meet with no disap- 
pointment, as it would frustrate our scheme, and be very 
detrimental to this Colony in particular, and, perhaps, to 
America in general. We presutne the Congress is ad- 
journed, or should have wrote to them on the subject. If 
they are, and you have any doubts about the propriety of 
paying this money, be pleased to mention them to the 
Delegates of Pennsylvania and Mr. Charles Thomson, who, 
we think, will remove them. 

By order of the Council of Safety : 

Henry Laurens, President. 

To George Clymer and Michael Hillcgas, Esquires, Con- 
tinental Treasurers, at Philadelphia. 

FREDERICK COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE TO THE 

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Fredericktown, Frederick County, Md., 
December 30, 1775. 

Sir : I am directed by the Committee to acknowledge 
the receipt of your favour of the 8th instant, which only 
came to hand yesterday evening, enclosing a resolve of 
the Congress respecting the removal of Connolly, Came- 
ron, and Smith, to Philadelphia. In obedience thereto, 
the Committee have sent the prisoners, under guard of an 
officer (Dr. Adam Fisher) and ten privates, and make no 
doubt of their being safely delivered, agreeably to order. 
The guard expect to be reimbursed their necessary ex- 
penses, which the Committee do, and they hope the Con- 
gress will, think reasonable. 

I am directed, also, to transmit you an account of the 
expenses incurred, on account of the prisoners, during their 
confinement here, amounting to £27 14*. 5Jrf., which sum 
the Committee request the Congress will be pleased to 
order to be paid to the bearer, Dr. Fisher. 

The jail of the County being, in the opinion of the 
Committee, altogether insecure, they were under the ne- 
cessity of hiring rooms for the prisoners, and of appointing 
a guard to prevent their escape. The Militia of this town 
performed that duty till lately, but, on their refusing to 
serve any longer without a reasonable satisfaction being 



made, they were obliged to hire a guard. This has added 
to the expense, which the Committee would willingly 
have saved, but which, in our circumstances, could not be 
avoided. 

I am, with respect, sir, your most humble servant, 

John Ha.nson, Jun., Chairman. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Congress, Philadelphia. 

P. S. Since sealing this letter, I am sorry to acquaint 
you that Smith has made his escape. 

John Hanson, Jun. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read January 6, 1776.] 

Sunday evening, December 31, 1775. 

Sir: This moment an express arrived from General 
Wooster. Copy of his letter, with copy of a letter from 
General Montgomery to him, I now enclose you. 

I cannot procure any gold or silver here to send to 
Canada. I am afraid it is not to be had at Philadelphia, 
as a considerable time has already elapsed since Congress 
gave me reason to hope that a supply would be sent. 

I cannot, sir, help repeating my wish that a considerable 
force should be immediately sent into Canada; the ne- 
cessity appears to me indispensable, for I do most sincerely 
believe that, unless such a measure be adopted, we shall 
severely repent of it, perhaps when too late to afford a 
remedy. I beg a thousand pardons of Congress for my 
importunity on this occasion ; and I hope they will have 
charity enough to impute it to my zeal for the American 
cause. 

From what I can learn, the troops that are at Ticonde- 
roga will leave it to-morrow, and I have none to send 
there. The few that are here refuse to remain until 
Tuesday, to escort the provisions, before which I cannot 
move them, for want of carriages. 

I have been so very long without hearing from Con- 
gress, that I am exceedingly anxious to have the honour of 
a line from you. 

I am, sir, with sentiments of real esteem and regard, 
your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c. 



COLONEL DONALD CAMPBELL TO GENERAL WOOSTER. 
[Read January 17, 1776.] 
At Holland-House, Saturday, December 31, 1775. 

Dear Sir: It is with the greatest distress of mind, that 
I have the task of communicating to you the event of an 
unfortunate attempt that was made to storm the town of 
Quebeck, between the hours of two and seven this morn- 
ing, by four different attacks ; unfortunate, indeed, when, 
with bitterness of soul, 1 inform you that the gallant and 
amiable General Montgomery was killed the first fire, as, 
also, his valiant Aid-de-camp, Captain John Macpherson, 
and Captain Cheeseman, of the first New- Yorkers, with 
two or three more. All this happened in the attack on 
the lower town, at Anse de Meres, where were the three 
battalions of Yorkers, commanded by the General, whom 
I attended; and I found myself under the disagreeable ne- 
cessity of drawing off the troops (too ready to depart) at 
about seven o'clock, after having passed the first barrier, 
and just opening to attempt the second. 

In the other principal attack, made by Colonel Arnold, 
with the detachment under his command, Captain Lamb's 
company of Artillery and two field-pieces, on sleighs, were 
at the Sole de Mattelan, where he succeeded so far as to 
force one gate, or barrier, and battery, with the misfortune 
of having his leg splintered, yet I hope not very danger- 
ous, though, from his gallant conduct, he sustained a con- 
siderable loss of blood, and is now in the General Hospital, 
as, also, Brigadier Major Ogden, who was shot (a flesh 
wound) through the upper part of his shoulder, after a 
spirited and officer-like conduct, which was distinguishable 
in the whole of the officers, particularly Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Green, Major Bigelow, and Major Meigs, as, also, 
Captain E. Oswald, Secretary to Colonel Arnold and a 
volunteer in the_campaign ; yet, after carrying that barrier 
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and a second one, they now remain in possession of the 
house from Limeburner's Wharf, in the lower town, to 
the second barrier, where they now maintain themselves, 
with between three and four hundred men ; and it is ex- 
tremely difficult to support them till dark, when I shall 
hope to draw them off; for which purpose, I sent Colonel 
James Livingston, with some of his regiment, and Major 
Dubois, of the Third Yorkers, with upwards of two hun- 
dred men, down to the General Hospital, to endeavour to 
throw themselves in, between this and night, or get Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Green and his party out. 

The other attack was with Colonel Livingston and his 
Canadians, to endeavour burning St. John's Gale with 
prepared faggots of combustible matter, which was not 
effected, owing to an early alarm in town. And the last 
was by another storm attack, from Major Brown's detach- 
ment, on Cape-Diamond, commanded by Capt. Brbwn. 

Thus you have the four attacks that were concerted 
between the dear deceased General Montgomery and Colo- 
nel Arnold, which was, ia many respects, hurried, from 
the circumstance of the inlistment of the troops under 
Colonel Arnold, whose service expires this day. Our 
whole loss, as far as I can collect without returns, does not 
exceed fifteen or twenty men, killed and wounded, yet I 
think a reinforcement of two hundred men, immediately, 
from Montreal, would be very proper ; at the same time, 
I leave it to you to judge of the propriety of disarming 
the Tories of Montreal, and, at the same time, to assure 
you, it is no pleasure to me to enjoy the command which 
falls on me from the death of the General, and Colonel 
Arnold's keeping his bed; therefore, I request you will 
set out for this place as instantly as you can, as your pre- 
sence is essential, on many accounts. I shall order every 
care of the troops, and disposition that may occur to me 
necessary. I must remind you of cash, as there is not 
above three or four hundred pounds here, from my recol- 
lection of what the General said a few days ago; but I 
have not yet examined any thing, and it is unfortunate, in 
a particular manner, that both are gone who had the charge 
of it. The great consumption of powder from the garri- 
son is an object which the General had much at heart, and 
may be worthy of remark to the Congress, as well as full 
of force for this country, as you must be convinced the 
Canadians will never be so firmly on our side as when 
they are convinced we hold the scales. I hope the last 
affair will not strike them in the light it does me. I shall 
not make any alterations in commissions or officers, till I 
have the pleasure of seeing you here, though application 
has been made. The remaining Aid-de-camp, Mr. Aaron 
Burr, I would gladly recommend to you, for the memory 
of the deceased General, as well as his own personal bra- 
very and good conduct. 

I thought to have sent Mr. Melchior's express with this, 
but the bearer, Mr. Edward Antill, appointed by the 
General as Engineer, (whom I recommend to your favour 
and attention,) being well acquainted on the road, I prefer 
him, for sake of despatch, as I consider every moment im- 
portant, and to whom I refer you to correct this hurried 
scroll, and give you particulars he was eye-witness to. 
My love to all friends and acquaintance, that inquire for 
me, and believe me to be, with love and esteem, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Donald Campbell. 
To General Wooster. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL WOOSTER. 

General Hospital, December 31, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I make no doubt but General Montgomery 
acquainted you with his intentions of storming Queleck, 
as soon as a good opportunity offered. As we had several 
men deserted from us a few days past, the General was in- 
duced to alter his plan, (which was, to have attacked the 
upper and lower town at the same time,) thought it most 
prudent to make two different attacks upon the lower 
town; the one at Cape- Diamond, the other through St. 
Roque's. For the last attack I was ordered, with my own 
detachment and Captain Lamb's company of Artillery. 
At five o'clock, the hour appointed for the attack, a false 
attack was ordered to be made upon the upper town. 
We, accordingly, began our march. I passed through St. 
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Roque's, and approached near a two-gun battery, picketed 
in, without being discovered, which we attacked; it was 
bravely defended for about an hour, but, with the loss of 
a number of men, we carried it. In the attack, I was shot 
through the leg, and was obliged to be carried to the Hos- 
pital, where I soon heard the disagreeable news that the 
General was defeated at Cape-Diamond, himself, Captain 
Macpherson, his Aid-de-camp, and Captain Cheeseman, 
killed on the spot, with a number of others not known. 
After gaining the battery, my detachment pushed on to a 
second barrier, which they took possession of; a_t the same 
time the enemy sallied out from Falace-Gate and attacked 
them in the rear. A field-piece, which the roughness of 
the road would not permit our carrying on, fell into the 
enemy's hands, with a number of prisoners. The last 
accounts from my detachment, about ten minutes since, 
they were pushing for the lower town. Their communi- 
cation with me was cut off. I am exceedingly apprehen- 
sive what the event will be ; they will either carry the 
lower town, be made prisoners, or cut to pieces. I thought 
proper to send an express to let you know the critical 
situation we are in, and make no doubt you will give us 
all the assistance in your power. As I am not able to act, 
I shall give up the command to Colonel Campbell. I beg 
you will immediately send an express to the honourable 
Continental Congress, and his Excellency General Wash- 
ington. The loss of my detachment, before I left it, was 
about two hundred men, killed and wounded. Among 
the latter is Major Ogden, who, with Captain Osioald, 
Captain Burr, and the other volunteers, behaved extremely 
well. I have only to add, that I am, with the greatest 
esteem, your most obedient and very humble servant, 

B. Arnold. 
To General Wooster, Montreal. 

P. S. It is impossible to say what our future operations 
will be, until we know the fate of my detachment. 



GENERAL GREENE TO SAMUEL WARD. 

Prospect-Hill, December 31, 1775. 

You entreat the General Officers to recommend to the 
Congress the giving of a bounty. But his Excellency, 
General Washington, has often assured us that the Con- 
gress would not give a bounty, and before they would give 
a bounty they would give up the dispute. 

The cement between the Northern and Southern Colo- 
nies is not very strong, if forty thousand lawful, will induce 
the Congress to give us up. Although I do not imagine that 
the necessity of allowing a bounty would have broken the 
Union, yet it was a sufficient intimation that the bare men- 
tion was disagreeable. Can you think we should hesitate 
a moment to recommend a bounty, if we thought ourselves 
at liberty to do so? We should then have an opportunity 
of picking the best men, filling the Army soon, keeping up 
a proper discipline, and preserving good order and govern- 
ment in camp ; while we are now obliged to relax the very 
sinews of military government, and give a latitude of indul- 
gence to the soldiery incompatible with security of either 
camp or country. 

What reason have you to think that a proposition of that 
sort, if it came recommended by General Officers, would be 
acceded to by the Congress ? Most of the Generals be- 
long to the Northern Governments ; if the Congress refuse 
to hear their Delegates, I apprehend they would the Gen- 
erals also. The Congress cannot suppose that the Gen- 
erals are better acquainted with the temper and genius of 
this people than the Delegates are from these Provinces ; 
and why they should refuse to hear you, and not us, I can- 
not imagine. 

A good politician will always have an eye to economy ; 
but, to form an extensive plan, and not provide the means 
for carrying it into execution, betrays either a defect in 
counsel, or want of resolution to prosecute. 

There is nothing that will encourage our enemies, both 
external and internal, like the difficulties we meet in raising 
a new Army. If we had given a good bounty, and raised 
the troops speedily, it would have struck the Ministry with 
astonishment to see that four Colonies could raise such an 
army in so short a time. They could not expect to con- 
quer a people so united, firm, and resolutely determined to 
31 
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defend their rights and privileges. But, from the difficul- 
ties we meet with, the confusion and disorder we are in, the 
large number of the soldiers who are going home, our ene- 
mies will draw a conclusion, that we are like a rope of sand, 
and that we shall soon break to pieces. God grant it may 
not be the case. 

You misunderstand me, my dear sir, or I wrote what I 
did not mean. It was not the lower class of people that 
I meant to complain of, but the merchants and wealthy 
farmers, who, I think, do not exert themselves as they 
ought. This is no time for getting riches, but to secure 
what we have got. Every shadow of oppression or extor- 
tion ought to disappear; but, instead of this, we find many 
articles of merchandise enhanced in price four limes the 
first cost, and most of them cent per cent. The farmers are 
extortionate, whenever their situation furnishes them with 
an opportunity. These are the people that I complain 
most of; they are wounding the cause. When people are 
distressed, it is natural for them to try every thing, and 
every where, to get relief; and, to find oppression instead 
of relief from these two orders of men, will go near to dri- 
ving the poorer sort to desperation. It will be good policy 
in the United Colonies to render the poorer sort of peo- 
ple as easy and happy, under their present circumstances, 
as possible ; for they are creatures of a day, and present 
gain and gratification, though small, lias more weight with 
them, than much greater advantages at a distance. A good 
politician must, and will, consider the temper of the times, 
and the prejudices of the people he has to deal with, when 
he takes his measures to execute any great design. 

The current sentiment in the New-England Colonies, 
generally, favours the Opposition; but, if the distresses of 
the people are multiplied, their opinions may change. 
They will naturally look back upon their former happy 
situation, and contrast that with their present worse condi- 
tion, and conclude that the source of all their misery origi- 
nates in their dispute with Great Britain. 

If all the maritime towns throughout the United Colo- 
nies had a body of troops in continual pay, it would, in a 
great measure, remedy this evil. Provision must be made 
for those who are thrown out of employ by the decay of 
trade. If they are not engaged for us, necessity will oblige 
them to engage against us; for they cannot live upon the 
air. What signifies our being frightened at the expense ? 
If we succeed, we gain all ; but, if we are conquered, we 
lose all; not only our present possessions, but all our fu- 
ture labours will be appropriated to the support of a haugh- 
ty, proud, insolent set of puppies, whose greatest merit with 
the Crown will be, to render the people as completely hum- 
ble as possible. 

I agree with you, that Congress should embody seventy 
thousand men ; all the troops raised in the different Colo- 
nies to be upon Continental pay; and where there any sta- 
tioned for the protection of any particular Province, to be 
considered as a detachment from the Grand Army; and all, 
in every Province, to be subject to the Commander-in- 
chief, and at his disposal and discretion. A body of troops 
in each Colony would support the spirited, confirm the 
weak and wavering, and awe our oppressors into submis- 
sion ; for there are no arguments, however well supported 
by truth and reason, that carry such conviction with them 
as those which are enforced from the muzzle of a gun, or 
the point of a bayonet. 

If the Southern and Northern troops were exchanged, it 
would be serviceable to the cause. It would, in a great 
measure, cure the itch for going home on furlough, and 
save the Continent the needless expense of paying a large 
body of troops that are absent from camp. 

You complain, and say the New-England Colonies are 
treated ill. Why are they treated so? You think there 
ought to have been a bounty given. The Congress always 
had it in their power to give a bounty, if they pleased. 
Why were not the New-England Delegates sent to esta- 
blish the plan for the constitution of the new Army? Why 
were strangers sent at so critical a period ? History does 
not afford so dangerous a measure as that of disbanding an 
old army and forming a new one, within point blank shot 
of the enemy. This task was rendered very difficult, by 
the reduction of eleven regiments, and the discharge of 
such a number of officers, who have done every thing to 
obstruct and retard the filling the new Army, in hopes to 



ruin the establishment and bring themselves into place 
again. 

From whence originates that groundless jealousy of the 
New-England Colonies? I believe there is nothing more 
remote from their thoughts, than designs unfavourable to 
the equal rights of the other Colonies. For my own part, 
I abhor the thoughts, and cannot help thinking it highly 
injurious to the New-England people, who ever have been 
distinguished for their justice and moderation. I mention- 
ed this subject to Mr. Lynch and Colonel Harrison, who 
assured me there was no such sentiment prevailing in Con- 
gress, nor among the Southern inhabitants of any respect- 
ability. I am sorry to find they were mistaken. It grieves 
me that such jealousies should prevail. If they are nourish- 
ed, they will, sooner or later, sap the foundation of the 
Union, and dissolve the connection. God in mercy avert 
so dreadful an evil. How unhappy is it, for the interests 
of America, that such Colonial prejudices should prevail, 
and partial motives influence her councils ! The interests 
of one Colony are no ways incompatible with the interests 
of another. We have all one common interest, and one 
common wish, to be free from Parliamentary jurisdiction 
and taxation. The different climates and produce of the 
Colonies will ever preserve a harmony amongst them, by 
an active trade and commerce. Each Colony will have 
the benefit of its own staples, whether they are indepen- 
dent, or connected with Great Britain. 

Governour Franklin of [New-Jersey] and the Assembly 
go on with a high hand. His impudence, and the Con- 
gress's silence, astonish all this part of the world. To suf- 
fer such presumption to go unpunished, betrays a want of 
spirit to resent, or power to punish. The dignity of the 
Congress ought to be held sacred, or else its authority will 
soon be brought into contempt. His conduct is calculated 
to breed a mutiny in the State ; such budding mischiefs 
cannot be too early nipped ; diseases that might have been 
easily remedied if seasonably attended to, have often been 
rendered incurable by being too long neglected. I wish this 
may not be the case here. 

This is the last day of the old inlisted soldiers' service. 
Nothing but confusion and disorder reign. We are obliged 
to retain their guns, whether private or publick property. 
They are prized, and the owners paid ; but, as guns, last 
Spring, ran very high, the Committee that values them 
sets them much lower than the price they were purchased 
at. This is looked upon to be both tyrannical and unjust. 
I am very sorry that necessity forces his Excellency to 
adopt any measures disagreeable to the people. But the 
Army cannot be provided for in any other way, and those 
we detain are very indifferent ; generally without bayonets, 
and of different sized bores. Twenty thousand troops, with 
such arms, are not equal, in an engagement, to fifteen thou- 
sand, with such arms as the King's troops are equipped 
with. I wish our troops were better furnished. The ene- 
my has a great advantage over us. 

We have suffered prodigiously for want of wood. Many 
regiments have been obliged to eat their provisions raw, for 
want of fuel to cook it; and, notwithstanding we have 
burnt up all the fences, and cut down all the trees for a 
mile round the camp, our sufferings have been inconceiv- 
able. The barracks have been greatly delayed for want of 
stuff. Many of the troops are yet in tents, and will be for 
some time, especially the officers. The fatigues of the 
campaign, the suffering for want of wood and clothing, have 
made a multitude of soldiers heartily sick of service. 

The Connecticut troops went off, in'spite of all that could 
be done to prevent it ; but they met with such an unfa- 
vourable reception at home, that many are returning to 
camp again already. The people upon the road express- 
ed so much abhorrence at their conduct for quitting the 
Army, that it was with difficulty [they got provisions. I 
wish all the troops now going home may meet with the 
same contempt. I expect the Army, notwithstanding all 
the difficulties we meet with, will be full in about six 
weeks. 

We never have been so weak as we shall be to-morrow, 
when we dismiss the old troops. Our growing weaker, 
whilst the enemy are growing stronger, renders our situa- 
tion disagreeable. 

General Lee has just returned from Rhode-Island. He 
has taken the Tories in hand, and sworn them, by a very 
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solemn oath, that they would not, for the future, grant any 
supplies to the enemy, directly or indirectly, nor give them 
any kind of intelligence, nor suffer it to be done by others 
without giving information. .... and .... .were 
the principals. He gives a very unfavourable account of 
the spirit and resolution of the people. 
" I beg leave to congratulate you on the recovery of your 
health, which may God in his providence long preserve, 
that you may enjoy happiness yourself, and continue a 
blessing to your country. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

TReid January 15, 1776. Referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Adams, and 
1 Mr. Wilson,] 

Cambridge, December 31, 1775. 

Sir: I wrote you on the 25th instant, since which I am 
not honoured with any of your favours. The estimate I 
then enclosed you was calculated to pay the troops, &c, 
up to the 1st of January. . That cannot be done for want 
of funds in the Paymaster-General's hands, which causes 
a great murmuring amongst those who are going off. The 
monthly expenses of this Army amount to near two hun- 
dred and seventy-five thousand dollars, which 1 take the 
liberty of recommending to the observation of Congress, 
that their future remittances may be governed thereby. It 
sometimes happens that persons would wish to deposite 
money in the hands of the Paymaster-General, for his bills 
on the Treasury at Philadelphia. He has, hitherto, de- 
clined such offers, not having authority from Congress to 
draw. Would it not be proper to give this power ? If it 
should be approved of, you will please to point out the 
mode that the Congress would choose to have it done in. 
The clothing sent to the Quartermaster-General is not 
sufficient to put half our Army into regimentals, nor is there 
a possibility of getting any quantity here. I have wrote 
to General Schuyler, that I wish what was lodged at Alba- 
ny, could be spared for these troops, as General Montgo- 
mery would clothe the men under his command at Mon- 
treal. If this can be done, it will be of infinite service ; 
and no time should be lost in forwarding them to this 
camp. 

In forming the regiments for the new establishment, I 
thought it but justice to appoint the officers, detached under 
Colonel Arnold, to commissions in them. Their absence, 
at present, is of very great detriment to the service, espe- 
cially in recruiting. I would, therefore, wish, if the Con- 
gress intend raising troops in or for Canada, that they could 
be taken in there. The sooner I have their opinion of this 
matter, the better ; that if they can be commissioned in Ca- 
nada, I may appoint officers here to replace them. 

Enclosed you have a copy of a representation sent to 
me by the Legislative body of this Province, respecting four 
companies stationed at Braintree, Weymouth, and Hing- 
ham. As they were never regimented, and were doing 
duty at a distance from the rest of the Army, I did not 
know whether to consider them as a part of it, nor do I 
think myself authorized to direct payment for them, with- 
out the approbation of Congress. 

It has been represented to me that the free Negroes who 
have served in this Army are very much dissatisfied at being 
discarded. As it is to be apprehended that they may seek 
employment in the Ministerial army, I have presumed to 
depart from the resolution respecting them, and have given 
license for their being inlisted. If this is disapproved of 
by Congress, I will put a stop to it. 

I believe Colonel Gridley expects to be continued as 
Chief Engineer in this Army. It is very certain that we 
have no one here better qualified. He has done very little, 
hitherto, in that department ; but if the Congress choose to 
appoint him, 1 will take care that he pays a proper atten- 
tion to it. Before I quit this subject, I must remark that 
the pay of the Assistant Engineers is so very small, that 
we cannot expect men of science will engage in it. Those 
gentlemen who are in that station, remained under the ex- 
pectation that an additional allowance would be made them 
by the respective Provinces in which they were appointed, 
to that allowed by the Congress. 

Captain Freeman arrived this day at camp from Canada. 
He left Quebeck the 24th ultimo, in consequence of Gene- 
ral Carhton's proclamation, which I have the honour to 



send you herewith. He saw Colonel Arnold the 26th, 
and says he was joined at Point-aux-Tremble by General 
Montgomery, the 1st instant ; that they were about two 
thousand strong, and were making every preparation for 
attacking Quebeck; that General Carleton had with him 
about twelve hundred men, the majority of whom are 
sailors ; that it was his opinion the French would give up 
the place, if they get the same conditions granted to tha 
inhabitants of Montreal. 

Captain Adams, of the Warren, armed schooner, sent into 
Marblehead the sloop Sally, bound from Lisbon to New- 
York, laden with two pipes and one hundred and twenty- 
six quarter-casks of wine. The sloop was made a prize of 
by the Niger, man-of-war, somewhere near Bermudas, the 
Captain of whom put his mate and five hands on board, 
with orders to proceed with her to Boston. The sloop 
and cargo belongs to Mr. Peter Barberie, of Perth- Am- 
boy, in New-Jersey. 

Captains Semple- and Harbeson take under their care 
Mr. Kirkland, who appears to be a much more illiterate 
and simple man than his strong recommendations bespake 
him. Captain Matthews and Mr. Robinson will accompany 
them. The two latter were prisoners taken by Lord Dun- 
more, who was sending them to Boston, from whence there 
is little doubt but that they would be forwarded to England, 
to which place, I am credibly informed, Captain Martin- 
dale, and the crew of the Washington, are sent ; also, Colo- 
nel Allen, and the prisoners taken with him in Canada. 
This may account for General Howe's silence on the sub- 
ject of an exchange of prisoners, mentioned in my letter 
to him. 

General Lee is just returned from his excursion to 
Rhode-Island. He has pointed out the best method the 
Island would admit of for its defence. He has endeavour- 
ed, all in his power, to make friends of those that were 
our enemies. You have, enclosed, a specimen of his abili- 
ties, in that way, for your perusal. I am of opinion, that 
if the same plan was pursued through every Province, it 
would have a very good effect 

I have long had it in my mind to mention to Congress, 
that frequent applications had been made to me respecting 
the Chaplains' pay, which is too small to encourage men 
of abilities. Some of them, who have left their flocks, are 
obliged to pay the Parson, acting for them, more than they 
receive. I need not point out the great utility of gentle- 
men, whose lives and conversation are unexceptionable, 
being employed in that service in this Army. There are 
two ways of making it worth the attention of such. One 
is, an advancement of their pay ; the other, that one Chap- 
lain be appointed to two regiments. This last, I think, 
may be done without inconvenience. I beg leave to re- 
commend this matter to Congress, whose sentiments here- 
on I shall impatiently expect. 

Upon a further conversation with Captain Freeman, he 
is of opinion, that General Montgomery has with him near 
three thousand men, including Colonel Arnold's. He says 
that Lord Pitt had received repeated orders from his father 
to return home, in consequence of which he. had embarked 
some time in October, with a Captain Green, who was 
master of a vessel belonging to Philadelphia. 

By a number of salutes in Boston harbour, yesterday, I 
fancy Admiral Shaldam is arrived. Two large ships were 
seen coming In. Our inlistments now amount to nine thou- 
sand six hundred and fifty. Those gentlemen who were 
made prisoners of by Lord Dunmore, being left destitute 
of money and necessaries, I have advanced them one hun- 
dred pounds, lawful money, belonging to the publick, for 
which I have taken Captain Matthews' s draft on the Trea- 
sury of Virginia, which goes enclosed. 

1 have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, hum- 

ble servant > George Washington., 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. You have enclosed the Returns of the Army. 

The Committee of both Houses, " appointed to wait on, 
and represent to, his Excellency General Washington, the 
circumstances of four companies, now doing duty in the 
towns of Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham, setting forth 
by whose order they were raised; that they were thenuon- 
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sklered as part of the thirteen thousand six hundred men, 
agreed to be inlisted by this Colony, where they have done 
duty, &c; and to request that his Excellency would order 
them to be paid by the United Colonies," beg leave to rep- 
resent : That as the propriety of such an order depends on 
various circumstances, and as many important matters are 
constantly soliciting his Excellency's attention, the Com- 
mittee report the following state of facts, to be laid before 
him, so that he may be the better enabled to answer the 
request of this Court: 

Upon application from the towns aforesaid, as also from 
those of Chelsea and Maiden, on or about the 1st of May 
last, to the Committee of Safety of this Colony, who then 
had the direction of raising and stationing the forces within 
the same, praying that they would (from a consideration of 
the situation of said towns, and that the enemy could land 
in any of them, from Boston harbour, within an hour after 
they enter their boats, and in some parts in less than half 
an hour; and, also, that they could, from thence, easily 
penetrate into the country,) order a detachment from the 
camps as a guard, to be stationed in these towns : The said 
Committee of Safety, with the Council of War, after full 
inquiry and deliberation, determined that it was necessary 
that a party should be constantly stationed on the sea- 
coasts of those towns, to watch the motions of the enemy, 
ajid prevent their landing. But as no troops could well be 
spared, at that time, from either of the camps of Cambridge 
or Roxbury, they directed that there should immediately 
he raised, one company in Hingham, one in Weymouth, and 
two mJSraintree, (also, two at Chelsea and Maiden,) and 
that these companies should be joined to such regiments, 
in future, as should be directed. 

The men were raised as ordered, and were then, and 
ever have been, considered as part of the thirteen thousand 
six hundred men to be raised by this Colony. They were 
so considered by the General Officers, and have been em- 
ployed in such services, place and places, as the command- 
ing officer at Roxbury hath, from time to time, directed, as 
will appear by his orders to the several Captains of said 
companies, some copies of which accompany this repre- 
sentation, 

A company from Roxbury was, as soon as the state of 
that camp would admit of it, detached to the assistance of 
these four companies; and upon their being ordered back 
in i August last, two other companies, also part of the Con- 
tinental Army, were sent to supply their place, and the 
place of a company drawn from Cohasset, a town adjoin- 
ing to Hingham. When these four companies were raised, 
thjs_Colgny had it not in contemplation to raise men for 
tire general defence of the sea-coasts, and they never have 
been considered by us in any other point of view than as 
part of our quota for the common defence; and being sta- 
tioned far within the narrow limits of the harbour of Bos- 
ton, his Excellency will, undoubtedly, from all these con- 
siderations, grant the reasonable request of this Court, and 
order these forces to be paid by the United Colonies. 

In Council, December 26, 1775. 

Read _and accepted ; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That the Committee who were appointed to 
wait upon his Excellency General Washington, with a rep- 
resentation of the State of the said four Companies, be ex- 
cused that part of their service ; and that the Committee 
appointed to wait upon his Excellency, to request his in- 
forming this Court how far he will extend his guards, Sic, 
present him with the foregoing Report and Representa- 
tion, with the papers accompanying them, and request his 
ordering payment to said companies. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

Inthe House of Representatives, December 26, 1775. 

Read and concurred. Sent up. 

James Warren, Speaker. 
A .true; copy. Attest : 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

By His Excellency Guy Carleton, Captain-General and 
Cfovernow- in-chief in and over the Province of Que- 
beck, and the Territories depending thereon, in Ame- 
rica, Vice-Admiral of the same, and Major- General of 



His Majesty's Forces, commanding the Northern Dis- 
trict, fyc, tyc, fyc. 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas, it has been found expedient to raise and em- 
body a Militia within this city, to co-operate with, and to 
assist, His Majesty's troops, in this garrison, in the preser- 
vation of the city, and of the persons and property of His 
Majesty's good and faithful subjects, resident therein, 
against certain rebellious persons who have invaded this 
Province, a number of whom have lately appeared in arms 
before the walls of this town : And whereas, information 
has been given me, that some persons, resident here, have 
contumaciously refused to enroll their names in the Militia 
lists, and to take up arms, in conjunction with their fellow- 
citizens, for the purposes aforesaid ; and that others, who 
had enrolled their names, and had, for some time, carried 
arms in the defence and preservation of the city, have late- 
ly laid them down: And, also, that some persons are busy 
in endeavouring to draw away, and alienate, the affection of 
His Majesty's good and faithful subjects, of this city, from 
His Majesty's person and Government : For these reasons, 
and in order to rid the town of all useless, disloyal, and 
treacherous persons, I have thought fit "to issue'this Pro- 
clamation, and I do, hereby, strictly order and enjoin all 
and every person and persons whatsoever, liable to serve 
in the Militia, and residing at QuebecJc, who have refused 
or declined to enroll their names in the Militia lists, and" to 
take up arms in conjunction with His Majesty's good sub- 
jects of this city, and who still refuse or decline so to do, 
as well as those who having once taken up arms, have 
afterwards laid them down, and will not take them up 
again, to quit the town in four days from the date hereof, 
together with their wives and children, and to withdraw 
themselves out of the limits of the District of QuebecJc, 
before the first day of December next, under pain of being 
treated as Rebels or Spies, if, thereafter, they shall be found 
within the said limits. 

And, inasmuch as the persons, who, in obedience to this 
Proclamation, are to quit this town and district, may have 
bought up a considerable quantity of the provisions brought 
in for the subsistence of the inhabitants of the town, and 
it would be imprudent to suffer those provisions to be i car- 
ried out, more especially as the country abounds with the 
necessaries of life, I do, hereby, further order and enjoin all 
and every such person and persons, to deliverin, forth- 
with, to the Hon. George Allsop, Esq., Commissary, a 
true inventory or list of their provisions a/n J stores, In order 
that they may be fairly and justly valued, and the full price 
paid to the respective proprietors, before, their departure. 

Given under my hand and seal of arms, at the Castle of 
St. Lewis, in the City of QuebecJc, thfslwejjy-seeojnd day 
of November, one thousand seven hundj"ej and seventy- 
five, in the sixteenth year of the reign of our Sovereign 
Lord, George the Third, by the grace. oYGod, orGrfai 
Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Fatth, 

&£C. 

Guv Carleton, 
By His Excellency's command : 

H. T. Cramahe. 
God save the King. 

DEPOSITION OF JOHN BOTJKS. 

1, JoJm Bours, here, in the presence of Almighty God, 
as I hope for ease, honour, and comfort, In this world, and 
happiness in the world to come, most earnestly, devoutly, 
and religiously swear, neither directly nor indirectly to assist 
the wicked instruments of Ministerial tyranny and villany, 
commonly called the King's Troops and Navy, by furnish- 
ing them with provisions or refreshments of any kind, un- 
less authorized by the Continental Congress, or the Legis- 
lature, as at present established, of this particular Colony 
of Rhode-Island. 

I do also swear, by the same tremendous and Almighty 
God, that I will neither, directly nor indirectly, convey any 
intelligence, nor give any advice to the aforesaid enemies 
so described ; and that 1 pledge myself, If I should, by any 
accident, get the knowledge of such treason, to inform im- 
mediately the Committee of Safety. 

And as it is justly allowed, that when the sacred rights 
and liberties of a nation or community are invaded, neu- 
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trality is not less base and criminal than open and avowed 
hostility, I do further swear and pledge myself, as I hope 
for eternal salvation, that I will, whenever called upon by 
the voice of the Continental Congress, or that of the Le- 
gislature of this particular Colony under their authority, to 
take arras and subject myself to military discipline, in de- 
fence of the common rights and liberties of America. So 
help roe God. * 



John Boras. 



Sworn at Newport, December 25, 1775. 



GENERAL OHDEBS. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 26, 1775. 
(Parole, Baltimore.) (Countersign, Lux.) 

A Court of Inquiry, consisting of Major-General Put- 
nam, President; and Brigadiers-General, Heath, Sullivan, 
and Greene, members ; held by order of his Excellency 
the General, to examine into the cause of a complaint ex- 
hibited by a number of Field-Officers and others in General 
Sullivan's Brigade, against the Commissary-General, Jo- 
seph Trumbull, Esq. The articles in the complaint were: 

First. For not delivering out the back allowance of 
peas, or the value thereof in money, to the officers and 
men. 

Second. For taking in onions at two shillings and eight 
pence, and delivering them out at four shillings; and, 

Third. For taking in potatoes at one shilling and four 
pence, and delivering them out at two shillings. 

The Court, on mature consideration, beg leave to report 
to his Excellency, that the first article of the charge is 
groundless; that the second and third articles, are con- 
fessed by the Commissary-General, and though the Court 
are fully satisfied there was not the least design of fraud in 
Mr. Trumbull, they are unanimously of opinion that the 
measure was pernicious and injudicious. 

The General approves of the proceedings of the above 
Court of Inquiry. 

At a Court of Inquiry, held at Roxbury, to examine 
into the conduct of Major Parke, Depuly Quartermaster- 
General, whereof Colonel Jedediah Huntington was Pre- 
sident, for " forcibly quartering troops in the house of Ma- 
jor Thompson." The Court were of opinion that Major 
Parke conducted himself in obedience to bis orders, and as 
the. necessity, of the case required. 

Thomas Trefry, of Captain Glover's Company, in Col- 
onel Glover's Regiment, tried at a General Court-Martial 
for " desertion," is found guilty, and ordered to pay twenty 
shillings lawful money, to be appropriated according to the 
rules and regulations of the Massachusetts Army. 

The General approves the proceedings of the Court of 
Inquiry held on Major Parke, and of the sentence of the 
General Court-Martial above-mentioned, and orders it to 
take place accordingly. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 27, 1775. 
(Parole, Annapolis.) (Countersign, Chaie.) 

The Regimental Quartermasters are forthwith to settle 
with and give receipts to the Commissary-General, or his 
Deputies. The day they next draw, they are to take the 
whole of the provision and weekly allowance then due. 

The Colonels who have purchased clothing at the Quar- 
termaster-General's store, for the use of their men, are 
directed tq discharge their respective debts out of the 
moneys they are about to receive in behalf of their respect- 
ive corps. 

The Colonels of the new established regiments, to order 
their recruiting officers to send all the recruits they have 
raised to their respective Regiments at Roxbury and Cam- 
bridge, by the first day of January next. 

* C/usnminaE, Thursday, January 4, 1775. — On Wednesday, the week 
before last, Major-GeneralXee set out for Rhode-Island. He waB at- 
tended from hence by his guard, and a party of Riflemen; and from 
Providence, by the^ Cadet Company of that place, and a number of Mi- 
nute-Men. He entered the town of Newport the Monday following, De- 
cember 25, preceded by the Cadets, his guard, and the Riflemen. While, 
there, he called before him a number of obnoxious persons, to whom 
he tendered an oath of fidelity to the country, which was taken by all 
of them, excepting Colonel Joseph Wanton, Jun., Nicholas Lechmere, 
and Richard Beale, two custom-house officers, who refused taking 
it. Upon which .they were put under guard, and brought to Provi. 
denct. The General, after having viewed the Island, and given dircc- 
tions„fpr ereeting some fortifications, set cut for Providence on Wed- 
nesday, from whence he cams to town last Saturday. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 28, 1775. 
(Parole, Jamaica.) (Countersign, Price.) 

As the time is just at hand when the Massachusetts, 
New-Hampshire, and Rhode-Island troops (not again in- 
listed) will be released from their present engagement, the 
General recommends to them to consider what may be the 
consequence of their abrupt departure from the lines. 
Should any accident happen to them before the new Army 
gets greater strength, they not only fix eternal disgrace 
upon themselves as soldiers, but inevitable ruin, perhaps, 
upon their country and families. 

It is from no dislike to the conduct of the officers that the 
General requests the men to stay without them ; but, in the 
first place, because it is unnecessary to burden the Conti- 
nent with a greater number of officers than are requisite to 
the men ; and in the next, because it retards the forming 
and the proper government of the new Regiments. Those 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers, therefore, who have 
their country's welfare so much at heart as to stay till the 
last of January, if necessary, may join any Company in 
any of the new established Regiments they please, provi- 
ded they do not increase the number of rank and file in 
such Company to more than seventy-six men, more than 
which no Company is to exceed. All the officers anrj 
soldiers at present of other Regiments, but appointed to or 
inlisted in Colonel Leamed's, Parsons's, Joseph Read's, 
Huntington's, PVard's, ffyttys's, and Bailey's Regiments, 
are to join them to-morrow; at which time any officer or 
soldier, in either of those Regiments which belongeth to 
other Regiments under the new establishment, are to join. 
In like manner all the officers and soldiers (under the new 
establishment) who belong to Colonels Prescott's, Glover's, 
Patterson's, Sergeant's, Phinncy's, Arnold's, Greaton's, 
and Baldwin's Regiments, are to join on Saturday next, 
when any officers or soldiers in either of those Regiments, 
belonging to other Regiments, are also to remove to them. 
On Sunday, the same change is to take place with respect 
to Colonels James Read's, Nixon's, Stark's, Whitcomb's, 
Poor's, Varnum's, Hitchcock's, Little's, Webb's, Bond's, 
and Hutchinson's Regiments. 

It is recommended to the Colonels of each of ibe above 
named Regiments, to send officers at the time appointed, 
to receive and march the men from the Regiments they are 
inlisted out of, to those they are to join, that it may be 
effected with more regularity and ease, and the change 
made with as little confusion as possible. 

It is expected of such men as are determined noito con- 
tinue in the service another campaign, that they will sell 
their blankets to those who do, and are in want of them. 
Tiie same thing is also recommended to theMjl'itia, 

In appraising the Arms, the General expects that they 
be numbered and marked in such manner as the owners of 
them, and the prices, may, at any time, be ascertained upon 
the delivery of them by the Commissary of the Stores, 
All Arms, thus appraised, and taken for the useof the pub- 
lick, must be delivered into the care of the Commissary of 
the Ordnance Stores, but may be redrawn immediately, if 
the Colonel will pass his receipt for them, and account for 
the delivery to his men. 

Hjad-Quarters, Cambridgo, December 29, 1775. 
(Parole, Providence.) (Countersign, Salem.) 

The Commissary-General having estimated the value of 
the different species of Provisions which constitute a ration 
under the Continental allowance, and finding it to amount 
to seven pence half-penny lawful money; the General 
having seen the said estimate, approves of it, and orders 
that they be settled with accordingly. 

The General was in great hopes that a sufficient sum of 
money would have been sent from Philadelphia, to have 
^ paid the troops for the months of October, November, and 
December, but is sorry to inform them, that there is no more 
yet arrived than will allow one month's pay, the advanced 
pay to the new Army, and blanket money; furnishing, at 
the same time, the Commissary and Quartermaster-Gene- 
rals with such sums as are necessary for conducting busi- 
ness. The General has already wrote express to Congress 
for more money, and hopes speedily to be furnished" with 
a sufficient sum to pay them in full. 

Particular care is to be taken by the Colonels^ and com- 
manding officers of Corps, not to suffer any Ammunition to 
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be carried off by the discharged men, but that the same be 
collected and delivered to the new recruits, if necessary, if 
not, to the Commissary of Stores. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 30, 1775. 

frarole, Marblchead.) (Countersign, Manly.) 

As the want of a timely supply of cash, lias prevented 
the discharged men from receiving more than one month's 
pay at this time, the Quartermaster-General may withhold 
his accounts until the next payment, when his charges 
against the several Regiments must be paid. 

'The Commissary-General is to serve provisions, or the 
value thereof, to the discharged men to carry them home, 
allowing one ration for every twenty miles they have to 
march. ^ 
; As the General is informed that numbers of free Negroes 



are desirous of inlisting, he gives leave to the Recruiting 
Officers to entertain them, and promises to lay the matter 
before the Congress, who, he doubts not, will approve of it. 

The Massachusetts, Rhode-bland ', and New-Hampshire 
Regiments upon the old establishment, to parade to-mor- 
row morning, at ten o'clock, upon their respective Regi- 
mental parades, where they will hear and receive the Com- 
mander-in-chief's directions. 

Such of the Non-commissioned Officers and Soldiers, who 
presume to carry off their Arms, contrary to the express 
orders of the General, and to the most pressing demand of 
their country, may depend upon it, they will be mulcted 
all the pay and ration money now due to them. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, December 31, 1775. 



(Parole, Baker.) 



(Countersign, London.) 



General Return of the Army of the United Colonies, commanded by his Excellency George Washington, Esq., 
General and Commander-in-chief, Head-Quarters at Cambridge, December 30, 1775. 



REGIMENTS. 



1. Colonel Frye's 

2. Colonel Thompson's 

3. Colonel Bead's 

4. Colonel Learned's 

5. Colonel Nixon's 

6. Colonel Stark's , 

7. Colonel J. Brewer's 

8. Colonel Fellows's , 

9. Late Colonel D. Brewer's 

10. Colonel Prescott's 

11. Colonel Poor's 

12. Colonel Varnum's 

13. Colonel Parsons's 

14. Colonel Hitchcock's 

15. Colonel Church's , 

16. Colonel Cotton's 

17. Colonel Little's 

18. Colonel Danielson's 

19. Late Colonel Mansfield's 

20. Colonel Reed's 

21. Colonel Glover's 

22. Colonel Walker's 

23. Colonel Whitcomb's 

24. Colonel Doolittle's 

25. Colonel Woodbridge's 

26. Colonel Patterson's 

27. Colonel Bridge's 

28. Colonel Sargent's 

29. Colonel Huntingdon's 

30. Colonel Scammons's 

31. Colonel Phinney's 

32. Colonel Ward's 

33. Colonel Wyllys's 

34. Cplpnej Storrs's 

35. Colonel Bailey's 

36. Colonel Greaton's 

37. Late Colonel Gardner's , 

38. Late Colonel Gorrish's. 

39. Colonel Webb's 

Four Companies Riflemen, from Va. and Md. 
Two Companies in Colonel Hinman's Regi. 

ment, and four Independent Companies, 

Total 



OFFICERS PRESF.NT. 



Commissioned. 



31 



1 - 



10 



6 12 



32,33 288 494 



11 



72 



Non-com- 
missioned, 



19 



33 32 33 



31 



29 
24 
29 
37 
31 
28 
24 
39 
39 
38 
25 
20 

8 
19 
17 
40 
20 
36 
22 
25 
28 
33 
45 
24 
29 
35 
35 
19 

8 
37 
34 
39 
22 

6 
31 
40 
32 
48 
30 
13 



24 12 



RANK AND FILE. 



a 3 



313 
313 
321 
300 
267 
264 
251 
323 
265 
325 
301 
307 
152 
255 
247 
389 
284 
331 
277 
351 
174 
326 
311 
257 
234 
336 
282 
300 
115 
371 
349 
322 
137 
62 
333 
325 
238 
464 
371 
215 

394 



39 
45 
33 
20 
39 
32 
61 
47 
25 
27 
75 
31 

1 
39 
38 
12 
27 
26 
29 
21 
21 
30 
59 
29 
31 

7 
45 
59 

1 
22 
54 
43 



9 

15 
24 
28 
20 
34 
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63 

42 
72 
24 
56 

136 
12 
56 
54 
27 
37 
58 
4 
70 
58 
14 

106 
72 

192 
48 

275 
29 
81 
58 

152 
36 
73 
32 
4 
28 
24 
43 
24 
15 
78 
44 
73 
3 
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28 
5 
22 
23 
32 
50 
17 
19 
28 
17 
48 
23 

18 
24 
50 
42 
21 
33 
35 
14 
12 
21 
15 
10 
50 
22 
21 
18 
31 
8 
12 
25 
57 
32 
57 
38 
31 



464 
445 
460 
368 
419 
510 
353 
453 
374 
411 
468 
420 
157 
383 
368 
479 
499 
453 
548 
466 
492 
406 
487 
378 
438 
459 
455 
425 
139 
458 
441 
426 
244 
134 
464 
461 
405 
539 
392 
251 

394 



Wanting to Since last Return, 
complete. 



22 



21 



101316786 54 



12 



13 



36 



132 

81 

147 
47 

126 
89 



483 



47 

34 

8 
94 

122 
62 
91 
45 
75 

42 

59 

74 

396 

36 
39 



59 2365 
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Return of the Regiment of Artillery in the service of 
the United Colonies, commanded by Col. Richard 
Gridlev, Cambridge, December 30, 1775. 
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Fit for duty 


1 


1 


1 


1 


7 


8 


6 


16 


1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


4 


21 


23 


48 


42 


15 


235 


435 


Sick, present 














1 


1 














2 


1 


2 


2 
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7 


16 


Sick, absent 
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1 


3 


. 


8 


15 
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8 
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8 


17 


1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


4 


26|26 


52 


49 
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_ Horatio Gates, Adjutant-General, 

Return of a Company of Artillery of the Rhode-Island 
Forces in the service of the United Colonies, Com- 
manded by Major John Crane, Roxbtjry, December 
30, 1775. 
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Present, fit for duty... 
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2 
1 
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1 
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2 


61 
3 
2 
4 


84 
3 
2 
6 






Total 


1 


1 


3 


1 


9, 


2 4 


4 


9 


9 


73 
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Two Cadets, exclusive of the above. 



Horatio Gates, Adjutant-General. 



493 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, DECEMBER, 1775. 



494 



INVENTORY OF ORDNANCE AND STORES, OCTOBER 20, 1775, 
ENCLOSED IN THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF CON- 
FERENCE. 

Inventory of Ordnance and Stores necessary for the pre- 
sent Army, supposing it to consist of twenty thousand 
Men. 
Cannon, viz : 24 and 18 pounders, battering 
cannon, - - - - - 
12 and 9 pounders, - - - 
6, 4, and 3 pounders, small 
cannon and field- pieces, 



Mortars, viz 



10 inches, - - 
8 inches, - - 

7 inches, - - 

8 inch howitzers, 



36 

20 

44 
100 

61 
2 
2 
3 

13 



> £ 



S ° 

3 f 



35 

■ o- 

S3 



Gins, ------------ 

Platforms complete, for guns, - - - - - 

Platforms for mortars, ------- 

Spare carnages, for guns, ------ 

Spare beds, for mortars, ------ 

Spare sponges, ladles, and rammers, (sets,) - 
Shot, round, for battering cannon, - - 



B p. 

6 

100 

10 

30 

6 

10 

5,000 

Shotj round and case, for smaller, - - - 10,000 

Shells for mortars, 10-inch, 1,200 

Shells for mortars, 8-inch, 1,000 

Shells for mortars, 7-inch, 400 

Hand-grenades, -------- - 2,000 

Fuzes for the bombs and hand-grenades. 
Port fires. 
Tin tubes. 

Powder — 

For cannon and mortars, 200 rounds, - 1,155 
For 20,000 men, 120 rounds, or three 
pounds per man, ------ 600 

For compositions and extraordinary, - 245 

Barrels, 2,000 
15 
3 



and tallow, sheep skins, canvass and packthread, needles, 
lanthorns of sorts, powder measures, iron pots and kettles, 
flannel, tin and copper for ladles, travelling forge complete, 
bar iron, steel, nails and spikes, files, carpenters' and wheel- 
wrights' tools, cordage of sorts, codline and marline, cotton 
for quick-match, spirits-of-wine, budge barrels and haver- 
sacks, painted canvass, tanned hides, tents, ammunition 
carts, cartridge paper, writing paper, two pair of large 
hand bellows, brushes, glue, grindstones, scales and weights, 
surveying compass and chain, one theodolite, searces of 
sorts, sieves, one good telescope, one case of instruments, 
horses and harness complete, forty. 

Cambridge, October 20, 1775. 
The above inventory of ordnance and stores are what 
1 judge to be absolutely necessary for this Army ; many 
small things are omitted being mentioned, as the company 
of Artificers can make them, and many things can be sup- 
plied by the neighbourhood, if wanted. It is impossible to 
give an exact list of what may be wanted on all occasions. 
I have endeavoured as much as the time would permit to 
collect the essential matters for the Army, which are hum- 
bly submitted by your Excellency's most obedient, humble 
servant, Richard Gridley, Chief Engineer. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 



Ordnance and Shot and Shells 



Pounders. 

24 

18 

12 

9 

8 

6 

5i 

4 

3 

.2 i 



Cannons. 

- 5 

- 6 

- 2 

- 3 

- 1 

- 2 

- 4 

- 7 

- 9 

- 2 



Lead — for Musketry, tons, 
Sheet, - - - 



Tons, 18 

Stores, viz: Intrenching tools, spare timber and plank, 
handspikes, beds and coins, match, flints, saltpetre, brim- 
stone, pitch and tar, turpentine, oil, beeswax, rosin, candles 



41 

Inches. Mortars. 

10 - - - - 3 

8 - - - - 2 
8 howitzers, - 3 
7 brass mortars, 2 

10 



I- 



Powder, whole barrels. Lead. 



now in Camp. 


Shot. 


- 449~ 


Q 


- 260 
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- 149 


OffQ 
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ffq ■ 
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SI 


- 3,079 




- 1,009 
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8,730 J * 


Shells. 


- 374 -| 
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- 641 * 
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PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Friday, December 1, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, George Cly- 
mer, Owen Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau, James Mease, 
James Biddle. 

Saturday, December 2, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 

James Biddle, Chairman, Robert White, Samuel How- 
ell, George Clymer, Owen Biddle, Anthony Wayne, Dan- 
iel Roberdeau, James Mease, John Cadwallader, Joseph 
Reed, Alexander Wilcoclcs, Francis Johnson. 

Resolved, That Captain Dougherty be instructed not 
to permit more than two Captains, and a proportional num- 
ber of Subaltern Officers, to be absent at any one time from 
their stations at Liberty-Island, without the express order 
of this Board, or upon some very pressing and urging occa- 
sion. 

Resolved, That a Letter be wrote and sent to the Com- 
mittee of the town of Reading, respecting the Gunpow- 
der ordered to be purchased from the said Committee, and 
directing it immediately to be sent down to this City. 

Monday, December i, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present— 
John Nixon, Chairman, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Owen 
Biddle, Anthony Wayne, Daniel Roberdeau, George Cly- 
mer, John Cadwallader, Samuel Howell, James Mease. 
Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau request Colonel 



Bull, of the Pennsylvania Battalion, to appoint Guards to 
take proper care of the Powder-Magazine, and of the Can- 
non and Artillery Stores at the State-House. 

Upon application of Captain Williams, of the Pennsyl- 
vania Battalion, in the service of the United Colonies, for 
the payment of fourteen Firelocks, purchased by him for 
the use of his Company: 

By order of the Board, an order was drawn in his favour, 
of fifty-two pounds, fifteen shillings, and three pence, on 
Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, Treasurers to the said Batta- 
lion. 

The honourable House of Assembly, on the 25th No- 
vember last, having drawn up, and approved of sundry Ar- 
ticles of Association, Rules and Regulations for the better 
government of said Associations, and Resolutions, directing 
the mode of levying Taxes on Non-Associatorsin this Pro- 



vince: 



Resolved, That Mr. Peter Miller be directed to print 
in the German language, four hundred copies of the above- 
mentioned Rules, Regulations, and Articles of Association, 
and Resolutions directing the mode of levying Taxes on 
Non-Associators. 

That William and Thomas Bradford be directed to print 
in the English language, one thousand of the same. 

Upon application of Mr. John Pringle, by order of the 
Board, a Certificate was given him, that he had imported, 
and sold to this Committee, a quantity of Powder, amount- 
ing in value to eighty-five pounds, and that he had liberty, 
by the Resolve of Congress, to export to that amount in 
the produce of these Colonies. 
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Tuesday, December 5, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, Owen Biddle, Robert White, 

Daniel Roberdeau, James Biddle, Thomas Wharton, Jim., 

James Mease, George Clymer. 

Resolved, That this Committee engage with Samuel 
Wigfal and Marmaduke Blackwood, of this City, Smiths, 
for two hundred Gunlocks, to be made according to pat- 
tern, and to be delivered to, and approved of, by Captains 
'Slice, Wilcocks, and Cadwalladcr, for the use of this Com- 
mittee, at the rate of twenty-two shillings and six pence, 
each Lock, the whole to be delivered within the space of 
three months, 

... Resolved, That the sum of one hundred Pounds be ad- 
vanced, tojhe said Wigfal fy Blackwood, to enable them 
to proceed in the said manufacture, with greater vigour; 
and that an Order be drawn for paying said sum into the 
bands of Messrs. Nixon a.nd Wharton, who are to advance 
the same to the said Wigfal ey- Blackwood ; and at the same 
time, take a contract from the said Wigfal 6y- Blackwood, 
and Robert Craig, whom this Committee approve of as 
their security for fulfilling the same. 

Resolved, That Mr. James Biddle and Colonel Rober- 
deau be a Committee to propose to the Committee of In- 
spection and Observation of this city, the taking up the 
Sea-Coal which that Committee had ordered to be thrown 
into the river from Mr. Steward's ship ; that the same may 
be used at the Air-Furnace intended to be built for the 
casting of Cannon. 

Upon application of Mr. Thomas Wharton, and of the 
Committee for importing and procuring Powder, Arms, fee, 
for the use of tbis Province, 

Resolved, That they, the said Committee, direct Mr. 
John Wilcocks, to load the Schooner Polly, Thomas Wood- 
house, Master, with the produce of these Colonies, for the 
purpose of procuring said articles from foreign parts, and 
that they be furnished with the following Certificate : 

In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, ) 
' December 5, 1775. $ 

This is to certify, that Mr. John Wilcocks has permission 
to load the Schooner Polly, Thomas Woodhouse, Master, 
with the produce of these Colonies, the same being for the 
account of this Province; which permission is granted, 
agreeable to a Resolve of the honourable Congress of the 
26th October last. By order of the Committee : 

John Nixon, Chairman. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having deliver- 
ed five hundred pounds Gunpowder, to Mr. Francis Lewis, 
which Robert Morris, Esq., had directions to give an order 
for, agTeeable to a Resolve of the 7th of November last; 
that he had delivered one hundred pounds to Captain Reed, 
for the use of Congress, agreeable to a Resolve of the 28th 
November. 

That he had delivered two and a half pounds of Powder 
to Christian Ludwick, and received from him in return for 
said Powder, four pounds Saltpetre. 

Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle, Mr. Mease, Mr. 
White, and Colonel Roberdeau, be a Committee for pro- 
curing Sea-Coal for account of this Board. 

It being represented to the Commitee that Mr. Fox, one 
of the Commissioners of this County, was desirous that 
this Board would appoint a proper person to receive and 
examine the Arms now making by order of the said Com- 
missioners, 

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Towers, Commissary, re- 
ceive and examine all such Arms, and give receipts for the 
same to those who deliver them, specifying such as are 
made agreeable to pattern. 

Resolved, That Robert Towers fix Racks in a proper 
place in the State-House, for keeping the Arms of this 
Province in good order.. That he provide a proper Shed 
for Ammunition Wagons. 

Wednesday, December G, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, Owen Biddle, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jun., Francis Johnston, Robert White, James Biddle, 
Geo. Clymer, Samuel Howell, Daniel Roberdeau, James 
Mease, Joseph Reed, John Wilcocks. 



Upon application of Mr. Coleston, for a quantity of Sail- 
Cloth for the use of the Province of Virginia, 

Resolved, That this Board spare what Sail-Cloth Mr. 
Moulder may have, belonging to this Committee, that he 
may have occasion for, and that Mr. Moulder deliver the 
same. 

John Willis and Benjamin Town, Gunsmiths, having 
agreed to make two hundred Firelocks for this Province, 
at the rate of four pounds five shillings each, 

Resolved, That this Committee take the said Arms at 
the said price, provided they are agreeable to pattern. 
That this Board will advance them fifty Pounds towards 
the payment of the Firelocks, on their giving good secu- 
rity for the same. 

By order of the Board, Robert Towers, Commissary, 
was directed to deliver Willis fy Town a pattern Musket. 

Application being made to this Board, by John Chilton, 
for a Passport to the Camp of Cambridge, 

Resolved, That he be referred to the Committee of In- 
spection and Observation, as falling properly within their 
jurisdiction. 

Major Bayard, Mr. Sharp Delaney, and Mr. Benjamin 
Marshall, a sub-Committee from the Committee of Inspec- 
tion and Observation for the City and Liberties, report : 

That their Committee having discharged their duty to 
the publick, in ordering the Sea-Coal from Mr. Steward's 
ship, into the river Delaware, disclaim any right to said 
Coal, or any further measure in the line of their duty. 
That as the Committee of Safety have occasion for them, 
for the publick service, Mr. Thomas Hopkins, and others, 
members of their Committee, ofFer their services in point- 
ing out the several places, in the river, in which the Coal 
lay. That as to the property of said Coal, they appre- 
hend no person has any claim. That the owners had offer- 
ed them to the Committee, gratis, which had been refused. 

Upon information to this Committee, that Captain Proc- 
tor and Lieutenant Proctor had behaved in a manner unbe- 
coming officers, to Captain Williams and Lieutenant Wat- 
son, of Colonel Bull's Battalion ; and this Committee have 
heard the parties and their evidences, and, upon full con- 
sideration, unanimously agreed, that the charge was fully 
proved, and recommended to the said Captain Proctor and 
Lieutenant Proctor to make a suitable acknowledgment to 
the parties injured; which they have peremptorily refused 
to comply with : 

It. is, therefore, Resolved, That the said Captain Proctor 
and Lieutenant Proctor be dismissed from the service. 

Resolved, That Nathan Boyce be appointed Captain of 
one of the Armed Boats. 

Thursday, Decembor 7, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, Jas. Mease, 
George Clymer, Robert White, Owen Biddle, Samuel 
Howell, James Biddle, Thomas Wharton, Jun. 

Resolved, That an inquiry be made throughout this 
City of the quantity of Sea-Coal now in the hands of the 
several inhabitants. 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau wait on the sub- 
Committee of the Committee of Inspection and Observation 
of this City and Liberties, and request that some Members 
of that body will take the trouble to procure an account of 
all the Sea-Coal now in possession of the inhabitants of 
this City above Market street, including the north side of 
that street. 

Resolved, That a Committee of this Board make the 
same inquiry, from Market street downwards. 

A number of Applications were this day read, for sup- 
plying the Officers and Men employed on board the Armed 
Boats with Provisions and other necessaries, as set forth in 
an Advertisement from this Board, the 30th November last. 

And Mr. Francis Wade having offered to supply them 
at the rate of four shillings and eleven pence per man per 
week, which being the lowest terms, 

Resolved, That the said Francis Wade be, and he is 
hereby appointed Victualler to the said Officers and Men 
employed on board the Armed Boats, and the Officers and 
Men of the Artillery Company in the service of tbis Pro- 
vince, at the rate of four shillings and eleven pence per 
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week per man ; and to continue the supply for the space of 
three months, unless the men are sooner discharged : and 
provided he furnishes good and wholesome Provisions. 

■ By order of Congress, Robert Morris, Esq., made ap- 
plication to this Board, that they would supply with Pro- 
visions the Women and Children belonging to the Ministe- 
rial forces taken at St. John's ; and to give the necessary 
directions for their being conveyed to Reading, York and 
Lancaster, the places of their destination, 

Resolved, That Mr. Mease and Colonel Roberdeau be 
a Committee to see the above request of Congress carried 
into execution. 

Resolved, That Mr. Clement Riddle be requested to 
supply them with Provisions while in Town. 

Friday, December 8, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, George Clymer, 
Owen Riddle, Francis Johnson, Samuel Morris, Junior, 
Thomas Wharton, Junior. 

Captain Thomas Proctor, and Lieutenant Francis Proc- 
tor, this day attended the Board ; and, agreeable to a Re- 
solve of the 6th instant, were dismissed the service of this 
Board. 

By order of Congress, Robert Morris, Esq., made ap- 
plication to this Board to secure three persons that are on 
board Captain Whipple; in consequence of which the 
following Commitment was issued : 

To Thomas Dewees, Jailer of the City and County of 
Philadelphia : 
Receive into your custody the bodies of William 
Stuart, William Cane, and John Reynolds, and them safely 
keep till you have the further orders of this Board. 

John Nixon, Chairman. 

Saturday, December 9, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — . 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, George 
Clymer, Robert White, Owen Biddle, Samuel Morris, 
Jun., Thomas Wharton, Jun., James Biddle. 

A subrCommittee of the Committee of the City and 
Liberties, agreeable to a Resolve of this Board of the 7th 
instant, made an inquiry into the quantity of Sea-Coal in 
this City, from the north side of Market street to the south 
side of Vine street, and report that there is two thpusand 
six hundred and eighty seven bushels in the hands of a 
number of inhabitants. 

Upon application to this Board in behalf of Captain 
Nicholas_ Riddle, that he may have liberty to resign his 
Commission, in order to enter into Continental service, 

Resolved, That he have liberty to resign his Commis- 
sion. 

Messrs. John Pringle and Thomas Yorke, having per- 
mission from this Board to load on board their Brigantjne 
a certain quantity of goods, the produce of these Colonies, 
which being insufficient to complete the loading, 

Resolved, That they, the said Pringle and Yorke, have 
permission to load on board said Brigantine as much pro- 
duce of these Colonies as will complete her loading, for the 
account of this Province, being agreeable to a Resolve of 
Congress of 26th October last. 

Monday, December 11, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present— 
John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, James 
Mease, James Biddle, Owen Biddle, George Clymer, Jo- 
seph Reed, Alexander Wilcocks, Thomas Wharton, Jun. 

Upon application of Captain Harmar for the payment 
of a Firelock, purchased for the use of his Company, in the 
Continental service, by order of the Board, an Order was 
drawn in favour of Richard Funis, on Messrs. Mease and 
Caldwell , Paymasters to the First Pennsylvania Battalion, 
for two pounds, eleven shillings, the amount of said Fire- 
lock. 

Upon motion of Mr. Thomas Wharton, one of the Com- 
mittee for importing and procuring Powder, Arms, Sic, for 
the use of this Province, 

Resolved, That they, the said Committee, direct Messrs. 



Willing and Morris fy Co., to load the ship Neptune, 
Robert Collins, master, with the produce of these Colonies, 
for the purpose of procuring said articles from foreign parts ; 
and that the following Certificate be issued, viz : 

This is to certify that Messrs. Willing and Morris 8f 
Co., have permission to load the ship Neptune, Robert 
Collins, master, with the produce of these Colonies, the 
same being for account of this Province, and the export 
agreeable to a Resolve of Congress of 26th October last. 

Resolved, That Captain Nathaniel Boyce take the com- 
mand of the Armed Boat Franklin, Captain Biddle, the 
late commander, being promoted in the Continental service. 

Upon application to this Board in behalf of Captain 
James Jqsiah, that he may have leave to resign his Commis- 
sion to enter the Continental service, liberty was granted 
him. 

Robert Towers reports his having received into store one 
and one-half barrels Powder, weight one hundred and fifty- 
one pounds, from Oswell Eve, being part of the damaged 
Powder sent him to repair; also, fifty-five and one-half 
pounds Saltpetre, from Peter De Haven. 

Tuesday, December 12, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present^ 
John Nixon, Daniel Roberdeau, James Biddle, Owen, 
Biddle, James Mease, George Clymer. 

Wednesday, December 13, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel 
Howell, Anthony Wayne, George Clymer, Daniel Rober- 
deau, James Mease, Owen Biddle. 

Resolved, That the Barrackmaster furnishfhe Artillery 
Company with the usual quantity of Wood ajid Candles, 
as supplied to the King's troops. 

Upon application of Captain William Jenkins, by order 
of the Board, an Order was drawn in bis favour on Messrs. 
Mease and Caldwell, for forty -eight pounds, nine shillings 
and six pence, being for payment of fourteen Firelocks, pur- 
chased by him for the use of his Company in the Pennsyl- 
vania Battalion. 

Resolved, That Robert Towers, Commissary, examine 
the Powder on board the Armed Boats in Tgvvn, and re- 
port the stale of it to this Board to-morrow, ^ 

Resolved, That three of our Armed Boats, with their 
Officers and Crews, be constantly at Liberty-Island, and 
that there be a relief of that number of Boats every thres 
days ; and that this duty begin with the eldest in command, 
and the rotation be continued according to seniority, and 
by equal duty through the Fleet. "J 

Resolved, That Joseph Fox, Barrackmaster, do provide 
for the men employed in the service of this Province, who 
are to be immediately ordered into the Barracks, two hun- 
dred Blankets or Rugs; one hundred Bed-Cases; a suffi- 
cient quantity of Straw ; one hundred cords .Wood ; and 
what other necessaries that may be wanting for the accom- 
modation of four hundred men. 

Resolved, That Mr. Fox draw on this Board for the 
amount of what he may purchase for the use aforesaid. 

Resolved, That Captain Dougherty be ordered up im- 
mediately from Liberty- Island with his Boat; and that 
Captain Hamilton and Captain Alexander inform him of 
this Resolve. 

Resolved, That Mr. Clement Biddle be requested to see 
that the Barracks are in proper order for the reception of the 
people on board the Armed Boats, and that the necessaries 
requisite for their accommodation are procured, and make 
report of his proceedings to this Board. 

Thursday, December 14, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel 

Howell, Owen Biddle, James Mease, George Clymer, 

Thomas Wharton, Sua. 

Resolved, That John Ross, Mustermas,ter, be directed 

to make a return to this Board of the number of Men, and. 

quantity of Bedding, on board the Armed Boats,. 
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- David Owen, a person suspected of inlisting Negroes, 
was brought before the Committee, and not giving proper 
and satisfactory answers to the questions put to him : 

Resolved, That he be committed to the Work-House of 
this City till further orders. 

Friday, December 15, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, Owen Biddle, 
James Mease, George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., 
Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Morris, Jun. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having re- 
ceived the following articles in store, viz : Six dozen and 
nine Steel Ramrods, from Robert Mann. Twenty-eight 
pounds Buck-Shot ; thirty-five pounds Musket Balls; two 
thousand Flints, from Robert Taggart. Twenty barrels 
Powder, supposed two thousand pounds ; two kegs Pow- 
der, supposed fifty pounds, received from Captain Ord, on 
account of this Board. 

That he has delivered to Captain Loxley, by order of 
Mr. Owen Biddle, seven pounds of Saltpetre. 

Mr. Samuel Howell informing this Board that he has a 
considerable quantity of Sea-Coal in the Island of Jamaica, 

Resolved, That he be requested to write to Jamaica, and 
give orders for a load of Coal to be sent from thence to 
this place, on account of this Committee, if it can be deli- 
vered at three shillings, currency, per bushel, or under. 

Upon application of Daniel Offiey and William Clifton, 
that this Board would advance a sum of money towards 
Searching for a Coal Mine, said to be in Bucks County, 

Resolved, That this Board pay one-half the sum ex- 
pended for that purpose, provided the whole expense doth 
not exceed one hundred pounds, and in case the said Mine 
is worked, that this Board have the refusal of any quantity 
they may want for the use of the publick. 

Garret Hulscamp having made application for liberty to 
have his Boat go down the bay, to take him out of Captain 
Johnston's ship, of which he was Pilot, 

Resolved, That the liberty he prays for be granted, pro- 
vided he goes no further than the Brown, and that he avoid 
going, or being taken on board any British Ship or other 
vessel of war. 

Upon application of Mr. Mease, an Order was directed 
to Captain Dougherty, to discharge from Captain Hender- 
son's Boat, Daniel McMichael, as he is to be employed in 
another service. 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau, Mr. Biddle, and 
Mr. Mease, be a Committee to draw up Rules and Regu- 
lations for the government of the Officers and Men belong- 
ing to the Armed Boats, while they are quartered in the 
Barracks. 

Saturday, December 16, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, Daiiiel Roberdeau, James 
Mease, George Clymer, Samuel Howell, Alexander Wil- 
cocks, James Biddle, Owen Biddle, Samuel Morris, Jun. 
By order of the Board, John M. Neshitt, Esq., was de- 
sired tojeljver Sergeant Webster the Watch-Coats made 
for the Artillery Company. 

. . By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on Messrs. 
Mease and Caldwell, in favour of Captain William Jenk- 
ins, for ten pounds, ten shillings and six pence, being the 
amount of three Firelocks purchased by him for the use of 
his Company in the Continental Battalion. 

This Board being informed that part of the New Jail is 
now in order for the reception of prisoners ; and the Jailer 
and Work-House Keeper of this City having informed, that 
the badness of the Jail and Work-House is dangerous and 
inconvenient to the prisoners, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Prisoners confined by this Board, 
agreeable to the directions of Congress, be removed to the 
new Jail ; and that the following Orders be delivered : 

To Thomas Dewees, Keeper of the Jail of Philadel- 
phia County: 

In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, December 16, 1775. 

Tou are hereby required to conduct the Soldiers and 
three Sailors from Rhode-Island, now prisoners in your Jail, 



to the new Jail in this City, and there deliver them into 
the custody of Mr. Thomas Apty. 

By order: John Nixon, Chairman. 

To James Whitehead, Keeper of the Work-House, Phi- 
ladelphia: 
You are hereby required to deliver into the custody of 
Mr. Thomas Apty all the Soldiers now in the Work- House, 
confined by order of this Board. 

By order: John Nixon, Chairman. 

Resolved, That Thomas Apty be appointed to take care 
of the Prisoners in the new Jail until the proper Jailer 
moves into it. 

That the said Apty supply the Prisoners with Provisions 
at the rate of one dollar per week, as allowed by Congress. 

Monday, December 18, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, Thomas Wharton, Jun., George 
Clymer, Robert White, Samuel Howell, Daniel Rober- 
deau, Alexander Wilcocks, Anthony Wayne. 

Resolved, That the absent Members, in the City, be no- 
tified to attend the Board to-morrow morning, punctually 
at nine o'clock, to which time the consideration of allowing 
the makers of Saltpetre part payment in Gunpowder, is 
deferred, as a matter of great importance. T 

Robert Towers reports his having received the following 
quantity of Sail-Cloth : _ 

Twenty-five pieces, containing nine hundred and eighty- 
seven yards and three-quarters, from William Will; six 
pieces, containing two hundred and twenty yards, part of 
that bought by John Moulder at Brigantine-Beach, and 
of James Loughead. 

Agreeable to a Resolve of the 14th instant, Mr. John 
Ross, Mustermaster, reports that there is on board the thir- 
teen Armed Boats : Men in pay, four hundred and seventy- 
seven, fifty-four of whom are sick ; Bedding complete, 
sixty-nine ; Beds, seventy-four ; Blankets, one hundred 
and thirty-two ; Rugs, two. 

Upon application of the Pilots, employed by this Board 
in piloting vessels between this Port and Chester, that their 
pay might be increased, as they find from the expenses they 
are obliged to be at, that the allowance of six pounds per 
month, is not sufficient for their maintenance : 

And the Board taking the same into consideration, do 

Resolve, That the ten Pilots, employed as aforesaid, be 
allowed the sum of seven Pounds per month for their ser- 
vices, which pay shall commence the 21.stinstaiij.__.. 

By order of the Board, the Order drawn agreeable to a 
Resolve of the 26th of September, and dated the 29th, in 
favour of the Commissioners and Assessors of Berks Coun- 
ty, for four hundred pounds, was this day delivered to Mr- 
Michael Bright, of that County. 

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Towers, Commissary, 
furnish this Board to-morrow, with an account of the quan- 
tity and sizes of Shot now in the store. 

Tuesday, December 19, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, Vice President, John Nixon, Samuel 
Howell, Samuel Miles, Daniel Roberdeau, Joseph Rctd, 
Anthony Wayne, Samuel Morris, Jun., George Clymer, 
Alexander Wilcocks, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Owen Bid- 
dle. 

Agreeable to the Order of yesterday, Mr. Towers, Com- 
missary, reports the following quantity and sizes of Shot 
now in store, viz: 

32-pounders, 99 shot. 

24 ditto, 255 shot. 

18 ditto, 2,834 shot. 

12 ditto, 90 shot. 

9 ditto, 20 shot. 

6 ditto, 255 shot. 

4 ditto, 248 shot. 

3 ditto, 27 shot. 

6 ditto, 6 cross-bar. 

6 ditto, - 1 sliding-bar. 

6 ditto, 3 star. 

4 ditto, - - - - - - R double-head. 
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Grape Shot, in 150 12-pound tin canisters ; ditto, in 

400 6-pound tin canisters — 3,775 pounds. 
Musket Balls in 504-pound tin canisters ; Grape Shot, 

loose — 4,690 pounds. 
Musket Balls, 35 pounds, 22 to the pound. 
Ditto, 317 do. 17 ditto. 
Ditto, 150 do. 15 ditto. 
Ditto, 30 do. 17 ditto, in 504 filled 

cartridges. 
Ditto, 30 do. 17 ditto, in 504 unfil- 

led cartridges. 
28 pounds of Buck Shot. 
34 pounds of Pistol Balls. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having received 
by Captain Batbil, on account of this Board, fifteen barrels 
of Gunpowder, supposed to weigh fifteen hundred pounds. 

Resolved, That any person who shall manufacture any 
quantity of good Saltpetre, and deliver the same to this 
Board, or to any person appointed by them, after the 1st 
day of January next, and from that time until the 1st day 
of April next, shall receive one-fourth part of the weight 
in Gunpowder, and the other three-fourths in money, at 
the rate of five shillings per pound. 

Resolved, That upon any application that may be made 
to this Board, by the honourable Congress, or any other 
body, to spare them any part of the Men, Arms or Ammu- 
nition belonging to this Province, that this Committee will 
not consider of, and come to any resolution upon, such 
application, without sending a written notice to every 
Member of this Committee, residing in this City, mention- 
ing that such particular business is to come under this deli- 
beration. 

Resolved, That William Green, a person belonging to 
one of the Armed Boats, confined by order of this Board, 
in the Jail of this County, be released from his confinement, 
provided he enter on board one of the vessels of war, now 
fitting out by Congress. 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau, Captain White, and 
Mr. Morris, be a Committee to provide the following 
quantity, and sizes, of Shot : 

32-pounders, ------ ]50 rounds. 

24 ditto, 600 ditto. 

18 ditto, 5,550 ditto. 

12 ditto, 3,000 ditto. 

9 ditto, 3,000 ditto. 

Grape Shot, 2 tons ; Swivel Shot, 2 tons. 

Resolved, That Mr. Reed, Mr. Miles, Mr. White, and 
Mr. Clymer, be a Committee to go to Fort-Island, to con- 
sider and report to this Board, what further defences may 
be thrown up on that, or the Province- Island, for the se- 
curity of the Fort, and passage through the Chevaux-de- 
Frise. 

Congress this day sent the following Resolve to this 
Committee, which is ordered to be entered on the Mi- 
nutes. 

" In Congress, December 15, 1775. 

" Resolved, That the Committee of Safety for the Colo- 
ny of Pennsylvania, be requested to recommend proper 
persons for Field-Officers of the four Battalions to be 
raised in the said Colony. 

"Resolved, That the said Committee appoint proper 
persons. for Officers in the said Battalions, under the rank 
of Major. 

" Extract from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Agreed, That the 2d day of January be fixed for the pur- 
pose of making the above recommendations and appoint- 
ments, and that the several Members of this Committee 
be desired to attend at that time, at the Committee Cham- 
ber in Philadelphia. 

Resolved, That the above Resolves of Congress, and 
Resolutionsjof jhis Board, be published in the different 
Newspaper? of this City. 

Wednesday, December 20, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, President, Robert Morris, Samuel 
Miles, Daniel Roberdeau, Joseph Reed, George Clymer, 
Thomas J Wharton, Jun., Samuel Morris, Jun., Alexander 



Wilcocks, Anthony Wayne, John Nixon, Samuel Howell, 
James Mease, Robert White, Owen Biddle. 

Ordered, That Robert Towers, Commissary, examine 
some Muskets that Captain Oswald has for sale, and if 
found good, that he purchase them. 

Governour Hopkins, this day, delivered the following 
Resolve of Congress to the Board : 

" In Congress, December 19, 1775. 

" Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of Pennsyl- 
vania be requested to supply the Armed Vessels, nearly 
ready for sailing, with four tons of Gunpowder, at the 
Continental expense. 

" That the said Committee be requested to procure and 
lend said Vessels, as many stand of Small Arms as they 
can spare, not exceeding four hundred, to be repaid by 
the Congress, either in kind or value, as the Committee 
may desire. 

" Resolved, That if the Powder and Arms that may be 
supplied and lent to the Continent, for the use of the said 
Armed Vessels, shall not be replaced on or beibre the 1st 
day of February next, the Congress engages that their 
whole influence and authority shall then be^ exerted imme- 
diately to replace the same by procuring Powder and Arms 
from some other parts of the Continent. 

"Extract from the Minutes: 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

The Board having taken the above Resolves into con- 
sideration, and after some time spent therein, do 

Resolve, That they spare to Congress all the Powder 
now in store, except the Battle Powder, and that which is 
made into Cartridges ; 

That this Board will immediately collect all the Arms 
belonging to this Province, and will spare to the Commit- 
tee of Naval Affairs all that they can, consistent with the 
safety of this Province ; 

That this Committee do agree that the Naval Commit- 
tee may inlist from on board the Armed Boats, any number 
of Seamen, not exceeding one hundred. ~ '_ 

By order of this Board, Robert Towers, Commissary, 
was directed to deliver a gentleman, who produced a small 
quantity of Saltpetre of his manufacturing, one-fourth the 
quantity in Powder, and the other three-fourths cash, at 
theTate of five shillings per pound. 

Resolved, That Captain Dougherty order all the Armed 
Boats up to this City, that the Officers ancLMen may go 
into barracks, except the three eldest Captains and Crews, 
who are to continue at the Island, till reJievecLby three 
other Boats, agreeable to a Resolve of the 13th. 

Thursday, December 21, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present^- 
John Nixon, Chairman, James Mease, Owen Biddle, 
Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Howell, George Clymer, Alex- 
ander Wilcocks, Joseph Reed. 

Upon application of Captain Willet, for the payment of 
sixteen Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of his 
Company in the First Pennsylvania Battalion, an Order 
was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, in his favour, 
for forty-seven pounds, seventen shillings and six pence.. 

And on application of Captain Harmar, one other Order 
was drawn as aforesaid, for thirteen pounds, bein" the 
amount for four Firelocks purchased for his Company. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on MicJiael 
HiUegas, Esquire, Treasurer, in favour of John Maxwell 
Nesbitt, Esq., for fifteen hundred pounds. 

Sacherwal Woods's Account for furnishing Provisions to 
the Prisoners confined in Jail, by order of Congress, was 
examined, and thirty-four pounds nine shillings, recom- 
mended to be paid by Congress. 

Friday, December 22, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Thomas Wharton, Jun. , Anthony Wayne, Samuel How- 
ell, Owen Biddle. 

Saturday, December 23, I775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Samuel Miles, Chairman, Daniel Robeideau, Samuel 
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Howell, George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., James 
Mease, Samuel Morris, Jun., Joseph Reed. 

Upon application of Captain Williams, for the payment 
of twenty-five Muskets, purchased by him for the use of 
his Company, in Colonel Bull's, or First Pennsylvania 
Battalion in the service of the Colonies, by order of the 
Board, an Order was drawn for that purpose, on Messrs. 
Mease and Caldwell, for seventy-six pounds, twelve shil- 
lings and six pence, in his favour. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having receiv- 
ed the following Provincial Arms: 

From the Officers of First Battalion, fifty-two Muskets, 
forty-eight Bayonets, forty-six Scabbards ; from the Offi- 
cers of Second Battalion, forty-nine Muskets, forty-three 
Bayonets, forty Scabbards ; from Captain Willing, of Third 
Battalion, two Muskets, and one Bayonet. 

Upon application of the Navy Committee of Congress, 
by order of the Board, Robert Towers, Commissary, was 
directed to deliver thirty-six pounds of Saltpetre, and one 
hundred Muskets and Bayonets to them, or their order. 

Resolved, That Mr. Towers take the Powder belonging 
to the Armed Boats, as they come up to town, and put it 
into store, and deliver it to those whose tour of duty it is 
to go to their stations at Fort-Island. 

Upon application from the Committee of Naval Affairs 
by Colonel Gadderdcn, that General Hopkins, of the Al- 
fred, or any other Commander of the Continental ships 
of war, be permitted to search any outward-bound vessel 
for seamen, or others, belonging to any of the above ves- 
sels, 

Resolved, That such permission be cheerfully granted, 
but this Committee recommend a discreet exercise of this 
power, so as to occasion as little delay as possible to the 
outward-bound vessels ; and that an Officer, whose pru- 
dence may be depended on, may be sent on this service. 

By order of the Board, Mr. Toivers, Commissary, was 
directed to deliver to Shawanese John, an Indian, disabled 
at Cobble-Hill, one pound of Gunpowder. 

Tuesday, December 26, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, James 
Mease, Samuel Howell, Jun., Robert White, George 
Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., James Biddle. 

By orderof the Board, an Order was drawn and signed 
by the Chairman, on Michael Hittegas, Esq., Treasurer 
to this Board, in favour of Thomas Wharton, Jun., John 
Nixon, arid James Mease, the Committee of Accounts, for 
the sum of ten thousand Pounds. 

Upon application of Captain Dorsey, of Colonel Bull's 
Battalion, for the payment of twenty-one Firelocks, pur- 
chased by him for the use of his Company, by order of 
the Board, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and 
Caldwell for seventy pounds, fifteen shillings, the amount 
of the same. 

Upon application of Captain Jones, of Colonel Bull's 
Battalion, for the payment of seven Firelocks, purchased 
by him for the use of his Company, an Order was drawn 
on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell for twenty-nine pounds, 
fifteerrshillings, the amount of the same. 

"-■-.—"- Wednesday, December 27, 1775. 

ACa meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, Owen Biddle, Robert White, 
James Mease, George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., 
Samuel Howell, Daniel Roberdeau, James Biddle. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having re- 
ceived and delivered the .following articles: 

Delivered Captain Samuel Nicholas, by order of the 
Navy Committee, one hundred Provincial Muskets, one 
hundred Bayonets and Scabbards, twelve Iron Ramrods. 

Received from Captain Knox, thirteen Provincial Mus- 
kets, eight Bayonets and eight Scabbards ; from Captain 
Gurney, eleven Provincial Muskets, nineBayonets,'twenty- 
five Scabbards ; from John Scotton, 2 cwt., 1 qr., 18 lbs., 
of Shot, 

Upon application of Captain Le Mar, for the payment 
of thirteen Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of 



his Company, in Colonel Bull's Battalion, an Order was 
drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell for fifty-one pounds, 
four shillings and three pence, the amount of the same. 

Upon application of the Naval Committee, for some 
Lead for the use of the Congress, by order of the Board, 
Robert Towers, Commissary, was directed to deliver two 
rolls of Lead to Captain Nathaniel Falconer, and report 
the weight to this Board. 

Ordered, That Lieutenant Symmonds forthwith take 
upon him the command of the Artillery Company, and 
repair, with them, with all possible despatch, to Liberty- 
Island, and there remain for the protection of the Battery, 
Artillery, and Stores, until further orders of this Board. 

Ordered, That the Agent Victualler furnish two weeks' 
Provisions for the Company, to be taken down with them, 
and keep them supplied while there. 

Ordered, That the Commissary provide a Cart or 
Wagon for conveying the Baggage of the said Company 
to said Island, and furnish each man with twelve Rounds of 
Cartridges, likewise thirty-six Cartridges for the Cannon. 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Hugh Montgomery take 
the command of the Warren, in the absence of Lieutenant 
Symmonds. 

Thursday, December 28,1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present— 

John Nixon, Chairman, Robert White, James Mease, 
Samuel Morris, Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, George Clymer, 
Joseph Reed, Owen Biddle, James Biddh, 

Resolved, That Captain John Hazlewood be appointed 
to the command of ten Fire-Rafts, and superintend, at pre- 
sent, over the whole Fleet of Rafts, \ 

Mr. Whitehead, Work-House Keeper, producedTiis ac- 
count, amounting to twenty-three pounds, nineteen shil- 
lings, eleven pence, for the maintenance of the Prisoners 
confined by this Board, by direction of Congress, which 
was examined, and recommended to be paid. 

Resolved, That, for the further defence of this Province, 
a Floating Battery be built. 

That Samuel Howell, Robert White, and Georg e Cly- 
mer, be a Committee to have the said Baitery completed, 
as soon as possible, and that they purchaselhe Guns and 
other necessaries for her. ..'_ 

Resolved, That the Sergeant of the Artillery Company 
be allowed sixty Shillings per month. 

That the Corporal of said Company be allowed fifty- 
five Shillings per month. 

Upon application of Congress, Robert Towers was di- 
rected to deliver to Captain Loxley twelve pounds Salt- 
petre and six pounds Gunpowder. ;; 

Captain Thomas Proctor having applied to this Board 
to be reinstated in his command, and submitting to make 
the acknowledgments to Captain Williams and Lieutenant 
Watson, as formerly recomtnended by this Board, and 
Lieutenant Watson having declared that he did noLexpect, 
or require, such acknowledgments to bermade to Mm, it is 

Resolved, That, upon Captain Proctor's giving Captain 
Williams the satisfaction, as directed by tHIs Board, he be 
immediately restored to his command. 

Friday, BecemFerW? 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel HoweJT, Joseph Reed, 

Daniel Roberdeau, John Cadwallader, Robert White, 

James Biddle, Samuel Morris, Jun., Thomas Wharton, 

Jun., James Mease. 

Resolved, That Captain Wilcocks, Captain Shee, and 
Captain Cadwallader, be required to purchase as many 
Files as may be thought necessary for the use of the Gun- 
smiths employed in the service of this Province. 

The following Order was handed this Committee by 
Mr. Mease, which was endorsed by the Chairman, and 
delivered Messrs. Mease and Caldwell: 

" Congress-Chamber, December 28, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : Please to pay to the Committee of Safety 
of Pennsylvania, eight thousand dollars, for the use of the 
Battalion of Continental Troops in this city, the said Com- 
mittee to be accountable for the expenditure of the said 
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sum. I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble ser- 
vant, John Hancock, President. 

" To Michael Hillegas and George Clymer, Esqrs., Trea- 
surers." 

Colonel Cadwallader and Mr. Howell, from trie Com- 
mittee appointed to confer with Morgan Bustead, on the 
establishment of a Foundry for casting Cannon, report, that 
Bustead desires further time to consider of the matter. 

Therefore, Resolved, That he be desired to attend this 
Board to-morrow, at eleven o'clock, in order to give his 
definitive answer, whether he will or will not engage in 
that service. 

Saturday, December 30, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, Thomas Wharton, Jun., George 
Clymer, Robert White, Owen Biddle, James Mease, 
John Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdeau, James Biddle, Jo- 
seph Reed. 

Morgan Bustead attended, agreeable to a Resolve of 
yesterday, and promised to deliver in his Proposals for cast- 
ing Cannon, to this Board, on Monday next, 

Resolved, That Colonel Reed, Mr. Mease, and Mr. 
Owen Biddle, wait on the Naval Committee of Congress, 
and obtain of them an Order for all the Russia Sheeting 
which is not already appropriated to their particular use. 

Resolved, That Mr. James Biddle wait on the Com- 
mittee of Inspection and Observation, and request they 
would furnish this Board with a particular account of the 
goods in their possession, the property of Joshua Fisher 
fy Sons. 

By order of the Board, Mr. Whitehead was directed to 
discharge David Owen frorn his confinement. 

The Congress sent the following Resolves, which are 
directed to be entered on the Minutes of this Board ; 

" In Congress, December 21, T775. 

" Resolved, That forty Iron Pots be provided for the 
Soldiers while in the Barracks near Philadelphia. 

" That the Commissioned Officers of each Company 
be allowed, every week, a quarter of a cord of Hickory 
Wood, or other Wood in proportion. 

" That there be provided, for the Battalion raised in 
Pennsylvania, one hundred Haversacks, a Camp Kettle 
for every six men, a Tomahawk, a Canteen, Cartouch 
Box, Knapsack, and two Belts for each man. 

"That a Coat of uniform be provided for each Soldier, 
and that, what the Coat costs, more than the Hunting Shirt 
(value one dollar thirty-three and a third cents) that was 
to be given them, be deducted from their wages. 

" That the said Battalion be paid one month's pay, as 
soon as jrray be ; that, afterwards, they receive, monthly, 
half a month's pay, only, until so much is retained as will 
amount to the money advanced for their Fire- Arms, Cloth- 
ing, Sic. ; after which, they shall receive their full pay, 
monthly. 

" That it be recommended to the Committee of Safety 
of Pennsylvania, to provide Arms for the three Companies 
that are ordered to march, and, also, to provide the articles 
ordered above for the use of the said Battalion, with Drums, 
Colours, and Fifes. 

"December 26, 1775. — Resolved, That the Battalion 
raised in Pennsylvania be supplied with Gun-Brushes, 
Prickers, Double Worms, Screw Drivers, and Oil ; and 
that it be_ recommended to the Committee of Safety for 
the said Colony to provide the same. 

"December 28, 1775. — That an Order be drawn on the 
Treasurers, in favour of the Committee of Safety of Penn- 
sylvania, for the use of the Battalion raised in said Colo- 
ny, the said Committee to be accountable. (No sum men- 
tioned.) 

"October 12. — The men inlisted to be furnished with a 
Hunting Shirt (not exceeding one dollar thirty-three and a 
third cents) and a Blanket, provided these can be procured, 
but not to be made part of the terms of the inlistment, 

"October 9. — That each of the Privates be allowed 
instead of a Bounty, a Felt Hat, a pair of Yarn Stock- 
ings and a pair of Shoes, the men to find their own Arms. 

" Extract from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 



Resolved, That Messrs. Mease and Caldwell see the Re- 
solves of Congress, respecting the Battalion therein men- 
tioned, carried into execution. 

Colonel Reed delivered the Board the following Resolve 
of the Committee of the City and Liberties, which was 
this day sent to the Committee of Northampton County, 
when they were desired to send down, as soon as possible, 
the fourteen quarter-casks of Gunpowder mentioned in said 
Resolve : 

" In Committee, December 19, 1775. 

"Resolved, That Major Bayard, Mr. Dean, Mr. Schlos- 
ser, and Captain Cowperthwaite, or any two of them, be a 
Committee to settle the Powder Accounts of the old Com- 
mittee, and receive of the Committee of Safety the pur- 
chase money of fourteen casks of Powder, to be brought 
from Reading. 

" Extract from the Minutes of the Committee for the 
City and County of Philadelphia. 

"Robert S. Jones, Secretary." 

Robert Towers, Commissary, makes the following Re- 
port: 

That he has received from Captain George Or3, six 
Muskets, value, twenty-one pounds ten shillings; from 
John Pringle, twenty-eight pieces of Holland Duck, and 
sixty-seven pieces of Russia Duck. That he has delivered 
to Congress, agreeable to the orders of this Board, thir- 
teen hundred weight, three quarters, and twenty-seven 
pounds of Lead — received by Captain Falconer; twelve 
pounds of Saltpetre, and six pounds of Powder — received 
by Captain Loxley. That he has delivered qne pound of 
Powder to the Pennsylvania Hospital ; delivered thirty 
pounds of Saltpetre to William Lush, to be made into 
Powder. __ _ 

By order of the Board, Letters were this day wrote to 
the Committees of Lancaster, York, Cumberland, Berks, 
and Northampton Counties, requesting they would collect 
the Arms, belonging to the Province, that may be in the 
hands of the people of their respective Counties, and send 
them to the Board as fast as collected. 

Mon«Jay, January T, 1776. ' 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

Alexander Wilcocks, Chairman, John Nixon,Owen Bid~ 
die, George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., John Cad- 
ivallader, Anthony Wayne, Daniel Roberdeau, James Bid- 
dle, James Mease. 

Upon application of the Naval Committee of this Con- 
gress, this Board grant them permission to engage any 
three of the Pilots, in the pay of this Province, to conduct 
the vessels, belonging to the Congress, down to Reedy- 
Island, and immediately afterwards to return to their proper 
stations. "__'. ; 

Mr. Robert Towers, Commissary, is directed to deliver 
fifty stand of Arms to Captain Samuel Nicholls, for the 
use of the Congress. 

Upon application of this Board to the Naval Committee 
of Congress, for Russia Sheeting, for the use of Colonel 
Bull's Battalion, this Board was furnished with irn Order 
for forty-five pieces, which was ordered to T>e delivered to 
Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, or order. 

Upon application of the Naval Committee oT Congress, 
that this Board would permit a number of men from the 
Armed Boats to navigate the vessels, belonging to the 
Congress, down to Reedy-Island, this Board gave the fol- 
lowing Order to Captain Dougherty: 

Sir: You are hereby required to order such a number 
of men to go from on board the armed boats, under your 
command, as may be necessary to navigate the vessels, 
belonging to the Congress, down to Reedy- Island ; appoint 
some discreet officer or officers to take the* 
and to bring them back by such* 
be provided for them by the* 

To Captain Henry Dougherty. 

Upon application of Captain Allen Moore, that this 
Board would indulge him with the liberty of resigning his 
command as Commander of one of the Armed Boats; and 
having given his reasons why his request shoulcTEe granted, 

{* Original torn.] 
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Resolved, That the said Capt. Allen Moore have permis- 
sion to resign his command of the Armed Boat Effingham. 

Tuesday, January 2, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

Benj'n Franklin, Robert Morris, George Gray, James 
Mease, George Clymer, John Cadwallader, Joseph Reed, 
John Nixon, Owen Biddle, Andrew Allen, Nicholas Fair- 
lamb, James Riddle, Samuel Miles, Samuel Morris, Ro- 
bert White, Alexander Wilcocks, Francis Johnson, Henry 
Wynkoop, Anthony Wayne, Thomas Wharton, Daniel 
Roberdeau, Samuel Howell, Edward Biddle. 

Resolved, That the Board will recommend to the Con- 
gress two persons for each Field-Officer, if the appliers 
will admit, and that the choice be made by ballot. 

Pursuant to a Resolution of Congress and this Board, 
this Committee proceeded to the choice of a number of 
gentlemen, to be recommended to the Congress as proper 
persons to be appointed Colonels for the four Battalions 
as now to be raised, when the following gentlemen were 
agreed upon, and are now recommended to the honourable 
Congress as suitable to fill the offices of Colonels, viz : 

Anthony Wayne,* - - - 23 votes — 4th Battalion. 

John Shee, ----- 23 votes — 3d Battalion. 

Arthur St. Clair, - - - 23 votes — 2d Battalion. 

Robert Magau, - - - - 20 votes — 5th Battalion. 

John Atlee, ----- 17 votes. 

Robert Cadwallader, - - 15 votes. 

Daniel Broadhead, - - 14 votes. 

Francis Johnson, - - - j o votes. 

Wednesday, January 3, 1770. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Robert Morris, John Nixon, James 
Mease, Robert White, Alexander Wilcocks, Samuel Mor- 
ris, Jun., Owen Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau, Francis John- 
son, John Montgomery, Samuel Miles, Samuel Howell, 
Henry Wynkoop, Anthony Wayne, Joseph Reed, Nicho- 
las Fairlamb, James Biddle, John Cadwallader, George 
Clymer, George Gray, John Dickinson, Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., Edward Biddle. 

Upon application of the Naval Committee of Congress, 
an order was directed to Robert Towers, Commissary, to 
deliver to their order eight hundred Swivel-Shot. 

Upon application of the Commissioners and Assessors 
of Bucks County, for some Gunpowder to prove the Gun- 
barrels for the use of thai County, an Order was directed 
to Mr. Towers, to deliver four pounds of Powder to the 
order of John Vandigriff. 

Mr. Robert Towers, Commissary, was directed to apply 
to Mr. Dunwick, Blacksmith, for forty-six Firelocks, made 
by him for Chester County, and forty Firelocks, made by 
him for this County, and to deliver the same to Captain 
Samuel Nicholas, for the use of the Congress. 

Resolved, That Mr. Reed, Mr. Cadwallader, and Mr. 
Wilcocks, be joined with Mr. Howell, Mr. Clymer, and 
Mr. Owen Biddle, as a Committee for appointing proper 
persons to instruct the Inhabitants of the different Coun- 
ties in the manufacture of Saltpetre, and to do what other 
matters they may think proper, for the more speedy obtain- 
ing the making of that necessary article ; and to fix upon 
the number of Handbills to be printed and distributed in 
the English and German languages, setting forth the pro- 
cess of extracting and refining Saltpetre, as published in 
Dunlap's Taper of the 1st instant. 

Robert Morris, Esq., by direction of Congress, acquaints 
this Board, that they received the recommendation of the 
eight gentlemen, sent up yesterday, as suitable persons to 
fill the offices of Colonels, and that [they were pleased to 
appoint Arthur St. Clair, Esq., Colonel to the Second 

* In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, January 2, 1775. — Pur- 
suant to the Resolutions of Congress and this Board, this Committee 
proceeded to the choice of a number of gentlemen, to be recommended 
to the Congress as proper persons to be appointed Colonels for the four 
Battalions now tQ be raised, when the following gentlemen were agreed 
upon, and are now recommended to the honourable Congress, as suit- 
able persons to fill the offices of Colonels, viz : Anthony Wayne, Esq., 
Samuel John Atlee, Esq., John S/iee, Esq., Arthur St. Clair, Esq., 



Daniel Broadhead, Esq., Robert Magau, Esq., Lambert Cadwallader, 
~Jsq., Francis Johnson, Esq. 
Extract from the Minutes : William Govett, Secretary. 



Battalion, John Shee, Esq., Colonel to the Third Battalion, 
Anthony Wayne, Esq., Colonel to the Fourth Battalion, 
and Robert Magau, Esq., Colonel to the Fifth Battalion of 
Pennsylvania Troops, to be raised*] for the Continental 
service. 

Pursuant to a Resolution [of Congress and this Board, 
this Committee proceeded to the choice of a number of 
gentlemen to be recommended to the Congress as persons 
to be*] appointed Field-Officers for the four Battalions now 
to be raised, when the following gentlemen were agreed 
upon, and now recommended to the honourable Congress as 
suitable to fill the offices of Lieutenant-Colonels, viz : 
Lambert Cadwallader,^ ------ 21 votes. 

William Allen, 20 " 

Francis Johnson, -------- 20 " 

Joseph Penrose, --------20" 

Thomas Hartley, - - 17 " 

William Irvine, --------15 " 

Joseph Wood, 12 " 

Daniel Broadhead, -------11 " 

At a special meeting of the Members of this Board, 
January 3, 1776, in the evening : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Robert Morris, Samuel Howell, 
Anthony Wayne, Thomas Wharton, Owen Biddle, John 
Montgomery, Daniel Roberdeau, Joseph Reed, Andrew 
Allen, James Biddle, Samuel Miles, Robert White, Hen- 
ry Wynkoop, Samuel Morris, Jun., James Mease. 

Robert Morris, Esq., by direction of Congress, delivered 
the following Resolves to this Board, viz : 

"In Congress, January 3,,1776. 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety for Pennsylvania, to see the Resolutions of Con- 
gress, for confining Connolly and his accomplices in safe and 
close prison, in Philadelphia, till the further orders of Con- 
gress, be carried into execution. 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the said Com- 
mittee to take the examination of said Connolly and his as- 
sociates. 

" Extract from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

[John Cennolly and Allan Cameron, and their servants, 

having been brought to this city as persons innrricaTto the 

liberties of America, were ordered to be confined in close 

prison ; agreeable thereto the following Commitment was 

issued :*] 

Committee of Safety, January 3, 1776. 

[You are required to receive into your custody John 
onnolly and Allan Cameron, and , - - - , their ser- 
vants,*] charged with treasonable practices against Ameri- 
ca, and keep them safely, without pen, ink, or paper, and 
from all intercourse with other persons, until discharged by 
this Board, or the order of the Continental Congress. In 
which, this shall be your sufficient warrant. 

Given under my hand, and by order of the Committee 
of Safety of the Province of Pennsylvania. ,;.: 

John Nixon, Chairman. 
To the Keeper of the Jail of the City of Philadelphia. 

Thursday, January 4, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Robert Morris, John Nixon, James 
Mease, John Montgomery, Nicholas Fairlamb, James 
Riddle, Robert White, Alexander Wilcocks, Owen Bid- 
die, Henry Wynkoop, Anthony Wayne, George Clymer, 
Joseph Reed, George Gray, Samuel Morris, Jun., John 
Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Howell, Thomas 
Wharton, Samuel Miles, Edward Biddle. 

Resolved, That Captain Henry Dougherty order a pro- 
per Guard, from the Boats' Crews, to be fixed at the State- 

[* Original much mutilated.] 

t Jn Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, January 3, 1775. — Pur- 
suant to a Resolution of Congress and this Board, this Committee 
proceeded to the choice of a number of gentlemen, to be recommended 
to Congress as proper persons to be appointed Field. Officers for the 
four Battalions now to be raised, when the following gentlemen wero 
agreed upon, and are now recommended to the honourable Congress 
as suitable to fill the olfices of Lieutenant Colonels, Yizr Lambert Cad- 
wallader, Joseph Wood, Francis Johnston, Joseph Penrose, William Al- 
len, Thomas Hartley, William Irvine, Daniel Broadhead. 

Extract from the Minutes ; William Govett, Secrctay, 
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House, over the Artillery and Military Stores, and at the 
Powder House. 

Upon application of Captain Josiah Harmar, for the 
payment of" five Firelocks, purchased by him for the use 
of his Company, in Colonel Bull's Battalion, an Order 
was drawn and signed by the Chairman for sixteen pounds, 
ten shillings, on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell. 

On motion, Resolved, That Colonel Cadwallader, Mr. 
Wilcocks, and Mr. Reed, wait upon Andrew Elliot, Esq., 
and Lord Drummond, and take their parole of honour, that 
they will not give any intelligence of, or correspond with 
any person whatever, on publick affairs, during their stay 
in this City ; and, when they shall leave this place, they 
will give no information of any facts, which have come to 
their knowledge while here, of a publick nature, and be 
prejudicial to the interests of the United Colonies. 

Robert Morris, Esq., by direction of Congress, acquaints 
this Board, that they received the recommendation from this 
Board of the eight gentlemen sent up yesterday, as suitable 
persons to fill the Offices of Colonels ; and that they were 
pleased to appoint Lambert Cadwallader Second Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel, William Allen Third Lieutenant-Colonel, 
FraMis Johnson Fourth Lieutenant-Colonel, and Joseph 
Penrose Fifth Lieutenant-Colonel, of the four Battalions 
of Pennsylvania Troops, to be raised for the Continental 
service. 

Pursuant to a Resolution of Congress and this Board, 
this Committee proceeded to the choice of a, number of 
gentlemen, to be recommended to Congress as proper 
persons to be appointed Field Officers for the four Batta- 
lions rrowto be raised, when the following gentlemen were 
agreed upon, and now recommended to the honourable 
Congress, as suitable to fill the Offices of Majors, viz: 

Joseph Wood, - 16 votes, 2, 2. 

George Nagle, - - - - - 20 votes, 3, 3. 

Henry Bicker, ------ 16 votes, 4, 4. 

Nich* 

JohnMcPh* 

John Bea * 

James Roy * 

Friday, January 5, 1776. 

.. In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Samuel Morris, Jun., Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., George Clymer, Francis Johnson, Robert White, 
George Gray, Joseph Reed, Daniel Roberdeau, Nicholas 
Fairlamb, Samuel Miles, James Mease, Henry Wynkoop, 
James Biddle, Owen Biddle, John Cadwallader, Samuel 
Howell, Alexander Wilcocks, Anthony Wayne, John 
Montgomery, Edward Biddle. 

Upon application of Captain WiUiam Allen, for the 
payment of twenty -eight Firelocks, purchased by him for 
the use of his Company, in Colonel Bull's Battalion, an 
Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, for one 
hundred and six pounds, nine shillings and nine pence, the 
amount of the same. 

Robert Morris, Esq., by direction of Congress, acquaints 
this Board, that they received the recommendation from 
this Board of the eight gentlemen sent up yesterday as 
suitable persons to fill the Offices of Majors ; and that they 
were pleased toappoinl/osepA Wood Second Major, George 
Nagle Third Major, Nicholas Haussiger, Fifth Major, and 
Henry Bicker Fourth Major, of the four Battalions of Penn- 
sylvania Troops, to be raised for the Continental service. 

Pursuant to a Resolution of Congress and this Board, 
this Committee proceeded to the choice of a number of 
gentlemen, to be appointed as Captains for the four Batta- 
lions now to be raised, when the following gentlemen were 
agreed upon, and to rank agreeably to the numbers affixed 
to their names: 

John Beatty, John Lacey, Thomas Byles, 

Thomas Craig, Peter Scull, John Reese, 

William Butler, Caleb Noarth, John Spohn, 

John Miller, Christopher Sheart, Nathaniel Vansant, 

William West, Alexander Graydon, James Moore, 

John Brisben, Thomas Church, Henry Allen, 

Samuel Benezet, Samuel Watson, James Taylor, 

Persifor Frazer, John Hulings, Peter Decker, 

Thomas Robinson, Frederick Vernon, Joseph Hubley, 

Walter Sheart, David Lenox, Matthew Duncan. 

Rudolph Brunnor, 

[* Original torn.] 



Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having deli- 
vered the following articles, on account of the Continental 
Congress, viz : 

Delivered Captain Falconer, 2,400 pounds Grape Shot, 
758 pounds Musket Balls, 242 pounds six-pound Cannon 
Ball, 200 pounds four-pound Cannon Ball, 26 pounds 
Cross-Bar, Sliding, and Star Shot, 13 pounds Swivel Shot, 
1,000 pounds small Swivel Shot, 38 barrels, 18 half bar- 
rels, 72 quarter barrels Gunpowder, weight 6,500 pounds. 

36 pounds Saltpetre, delivered Dr. Harrison. 

37 Provincial Muskets and 36 Bayonets, 46 Chester 
County Muskets, with Bayonets, delivered Captain Craig. 

50 Provincial Muskets, Bayonets, and Scabbards, de- 
livered Captain Samuel Nicholas. 

216 Musket Cartridges, delivered Captain Hubley. 

10 new Muskets and Bayonets received from Captain 
John Cadwallader, and delivered to Captain Samuel Ni- 
cholas. 

7 Provincial Muskets, delivered to Captain Nicholas. 

200 pounds Musket Ball, delivered to Captain Nicholas. 

7 pounds Saltpetre, delivered to Captain Loxley. 

4 quarter barrels Gunpowder, 100 pounds, delivered to 
Captain Reed. 

Saturday, January 6, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

George Clymer, Chairman, Samuel Morris, Jun., Ni- 
cholas Fairlamb, John Montgomery, James Mease, Sam- 
uel Miles, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Robert White, Alex- 
ander Wilcocks, Joseph Reed, Daniel Roberdeau, Henry 
Wynkoop, George Gray, James Biddle, Owen Biddle, 
Edward Biddle, John Nixon, Anthony Wayne, Francis 
Johnson, Samuel Howell, John Cadwallader, .... 

Pursuant to a Resolution of Congress and this Board, 
this Committee proceeded to the choice of a number of 
gentlemen, to be appointed as Lieutenants to the four Bat- 
talions now to be raised, when the following persons were 
agreed upon, and to rank agreeably to the numbers affixed 
to their names, viz: 

Joseph Potts, Samuel Moore, Samuel Smith, 

John Richardson, James Christie, Andrew Kechlin, 

Alexander Johnston, John Lawrence, Adam Bettin, 

Thos. Lloyd Moore, John Christie, William Davidson, 

Joseph Davenport, John Williamson, William Bird, 

John Chilton, George Tudor, Michael Kirnmle, 

Evan Edwards, John Gross, John Priestly, 

John Bankson, John David Waelpper, Charles Phfle, 

Benj. Bartholomew, Robert Wilkins, Michael Hopfnagle, 

Matthew Knox, Dan'l Broadhead, Jr., John Helm, 

James R. Reid, John Morgan, 

Monday, January 8, 177G. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, Thomas 
Wharton, Jun., Owen Biddle, James Biddle, John Mont- 
gomery, George Clymer, Samuel Howell. 

Upon application of Thomas Willet, for the payment of 
twenty-three Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of 
his Company, in Colonel Bull's Battalion, an Order was 
drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, Paymasters to said 
Battalion, for seventy-two pounds, six pence, for the pay- 
ment of the same. 

Captain Miles and Mr. Wharton being appointed to 
wait on Messrs. Joshua Fisher fy Sons for a list of the 
goods imported by them, and stored by order of the Com- 
mittee of Inspection and Observation, report that they 
called upon those gentlemen, and informed them of the 
Resolve of this Board, who gave for answer, that they de- 
clined giving any such list, having already furnished the 
Committee of Inspection and Observation with one ; and, 
notwithstanding it was urged to Messrs. Fishers that ap- 
plication had been made to the Committee of. Inspection 
and Observation, who said they had mislaid it, yet they 
persisted in the refusal. 

Upon the Petition of Colonel St. Clair and Mr. Richard 
Butler, respecting the publick Powder in Westmoreland 
County, this Committee 

Resolve, That the Powder now in Westrnqrelmd Coun- 
ty, belonging to this Province, shall still remain there, as 
the property of this Province, and be under the care of 
the Committee of said County, and not be used but in 
the defence of the County. 
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Pursuant to a Resolution of Congress and this Board, 
this Committee proceeded to the choice of a number of 
gentlemen, to be appointed as Second Lieutenants and 
Ensigns to the four Battalions now to be raised, when the 
following persons were agreed upon, and to rank agreeably 
to the numbers affixed to their names,* viz : 

James Montgomery, John Finley, Henry Becker, 

Ezra Bartleson, Thomas Jenney, William Stanley, 

Alex. McClintock, John Craig, Charles McHenry, 

■William Tilton, Richard Collier, John Woodside, 

Walter Becker, Andrew Forrest, Charles C. Beatty, 

Ross Curric, Henry Epple, John Rudulph, 

John Budd Dunn, Robert Conolly, Charles Seits, 

John Duguid, Isaac Soiley, Benjamin Armitage, 

Robert Gregg, Thomas Boude, Andrew Dover, 

William Crawford, Michael Ryon, Edward Young. 

William Chambers, Thomas Holland, 

Ensigns. 
Benjamin Miller, James Hunter, Alexander Hall, 

Job Vernon, John Savadgo, Samuel Schriver, 

John Henry, Jun., John Evans, Abel Morris, 

Thomas Park, Isaac Vanhorn, John Wallace, 

Joel Waistcoat, Ezekiel Letts, John Barclay, 

James McKee, Herman Stoud, James Mulloy, 

James O'Harra, James Black, Mordecai Davis, 

John Gensel, Thomas McEntire, John Dover, 

William Craig, Jacob Funk, Levi Griffith, 

William Old, Edward Hovenden, James Gibbons. 

Thomas Wallace, James CJoyd, 

" In Congress, January 4, 1776. 
"Resolved, That a fifth Battalion be raised in Cumberland 
County, in the Colony of Pennsylvania. C. T." 

Pursuant to a Resolution of Congress and of this Board, 
this Committee proceeded to the choice of a number of 
gentlemen, to be recommended as proper persons for Field- 
Officers to the Fifth Battalion, to be raised in Cumberland 
County, when the following persons were agreed upon and 
now recommended to the honourable Congress as suitable 
persons to fill the offices of Colonels, Lieutenant-Colonels, 
and Majors ; and, at the same time, they proceeded to the 

* The following gentlemen are appointed officers in the four Batta. 
lions to be raised in this Province. 

Second Battalion : Colonel, Arthur St. Clair ; Lieutenant Colonel, 
William Allen ; Major, Joseph Wood. 

Third Battalion : Colonel, John Shee ; Lioutenant-Colonel, Lambert 
Cadwallader; Major, Henry Becker. 

Fourth Battalion : Colonel, Anthony Wayne ; Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Francis Johnston ; Major, Nicholas Haussiger. 

Fifth Battalion : Colonel, Robert Magau ; Lieutenant.Colonel, Joseph 
Penrose ; Major, George Nagel. 

Captains, according to rank, who are not yet nominated to particu- 
lar Battalions : 

1. John Beitty, 12. John Lacey, 23. Thomas Byles, 

2. Thomas Craig, 13. Peter Scull, 24. John Reese, 

3. William Butler, 14. Caleb Noarth, 25. John Spohn, 

4. John Miller, 15. Christopher Stuart, 26. Nathaniel Vansant, 

5. William West, 16. Alex. Graydon, 27. Jame3 Moore, 

6. John Brisban, 17. Thomas Church, 28. Henry Allice, 

7. Samuel Benezet, 18. Samuel Watson, 29. James Taylor, 

8. Persifor Frazor, 19. James Hulings, 30. Peter Decker, 

9 Thomas Robinson, 20. Frederick Vernon, 31. Joseph Hublay, 

It)". RuMpli Bunner, 21. David Lenox, 32. Matthew Duncan. 
11 Stephen Bayard, 22. Walter Stuart, 

First Lieutenants. 

1. Joseph Potts, 12. S. Moore, 23. Samuel Smith, 

2. John Richardson, 1 3. James Christie, 24. Andrew Kechlin, 

3. A. Johnson, 14. John Lawrence, 25. Adam Bolting, 

4. T. Moore, 15. John Christie, 26. William Davidson, 

5. Joseph Davenport, 16. John Williamson, 27. William Bird, 

6. John Chilton, 17. George Tudor, 28. M. Kimmel, 

7. Evan Edwards, 18. John Gross, 29. John Priestly, 

8. John Bankson, 19. John D. Wilport, 30. Charles Philo, 

9, Bartholomew, 20. Robert Wilkins, 31. Michael Hoofnagee, 

10. M. Knox, 21. Daniel Broadhead, 32. John Holm. 

11. J. R. Reed, 22. John Morgan, 

Second Lieutenants. 

1. Jas. Montgomery, 12. John Finlay, 23. Henry Bicker, Jr. 

2. Ezra Bartleson, 13. Thomas Jennings, 24. William Standley, 

3. Alex. McClintock, 14. John Craig, 25. Charles McHenry, 

4. William Tilton, 15. Richard Collier, 26. John Woodside, 

5. Walter Bicker, 16. Andrew Forrest, 27. Charles Betty, 

6. Ross Currie, 17. Henry Epple, 28. John Rudolph, 

7. John Budd Dunn, 18. Robert Connolly, 29. Charles Seitz, 

8. John Dugard, 19. Isaac Seely, 30. Benj. Annitago, 

9. Robert Gregg, 20. Thomas Boude, 31. Andrew Dover. 
10! WiUiam Crawford, 21. Michael Ryan, 32. Edward Young. 
11. William Chambers, 22. Thomas Holland, 

Ensigns. 

1. Benjamin Miller, 12. William Old, 23. Junes Cloyd, 

2. James Hunter, 13. Thomas Wallace, 24. Samuel Shriver, 

3. Alexander Hall, 14. James Savage, 25, Abel Morris, 

4. Job Vernon, 15. John Evans, 26. John Wallace, 

5. John Henry, 16. Isaac Vanhorn, 27. John Berkley, 

6. Thomsjs Parker, 17. Ezekiel Letts, 28. James Maloy, 
7; Joel Wescot, 18. Harman Stout, 23. Mordecai Davis, 

8. James McKee, 19, James Black, 30. John Dover, 

9. James O'Harra, 20. Thos. Mclntire, 31. Levi Griffith, 

10. John Gansell, 21. Jacob Funk, 32. James Gibbons. 

11. William Craig, 22. Edward Hovendon, 



3 votes Edward 



Second Lieutenants. 
Alexander Parker, 
Samuel McPherson, 
John Alexander, 

McClelland, 

Edward Stillc, 
Arch. McAllister, Jr. 
John Brooks, Jr., 
Brown. 



choice of proper persons to be appointed as Captains, First 
and Second Lieutenants, and Ensigns, to said Battalion, 
when the following were agreed upon, and to rank agree- 
able to the numbers affixed to their names,* viz : 

12 votes William Irvine, Colonel ; 3 votes James Irvine. 

11 votes Thomas Hartley, Lieutenant-Colonel ; 3 votes 
Patrick Maxwell. 

11 votes James Dunlap, Major; 
Morton. 

Captains. Lieutenants. 

Daniel Grier, William Alexander, 

Abraham Smith, Bernard Eichelberger, 
Samuel Hay, John McDonnel, 

Jeremiah Tolbert, Robert White, 
William Rippee, William Brutton, 
Moses McClain, John McDaniel, 

James A. Wilson, Lewis Bush, 
Robert Adams, John Grier, 

Ensigns. 
Samuel Montgomery, William Graham, William Lusk, 

William Nicholas, William Miller, John Murray, 

Robert Hoops, William Brown. 

Surgeon — Robert Johnson. Adjutant — John Brooks. 

Tuesday, January 9, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present — 

George Clymer, Chairman, /times Mease, Thomas 
Wharton, Jun., Samuel Howell, Samuel Miles, John Cad- 
wallader, Joseph Reed, Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, 
James Biddle, Samuel Morris, Jun. 

Conformable to a Resolution of Congress, that Nathan- 
iel Shaw should have permission to load Flour in this port 
to the amount of two thousand pounds, this Board requested 
the Committee of Inspection and Observation to permit 
Thomas and Isaac Wharton to export in Flour to the said 
amount. : _ 

Resolved, That Mr. Reed and Mr. Mease be appointed 
to wait on the Committee of Inspection and Observation, 
and request the favour of that Committee to procure, with 
all possible speed, an invoice or inventory of the goods 
belonging to Messrs. Joshua Fisher $■ Sons, now in the 
stores of said Committee, for the use of this Board. 

Resolved, That Captain Proctor immediately go to Fort- 
Island, and take under command the Artillery Company 
stationed there. 

Resolved, That Robert Towers, Commissary, immedi- 
ately apply to Colonel Cadwallader for all the Muskets he 
has to spare, and deliver them to Captain Nicholas, taking 
his receipt for the same. 

Upon application of Captain Jones, of Colonel Buffs 
Battalion, for the payment of four Firelocks, purchased by 
him for the use of his Company in said Battalion, an Order 
was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, for fourteen 
pounds fifteen shillings, being the amount of said Firelocks. 

Resolved, That every Member of this Board, now in 

* RECOMMENDATION OF FIELD-OFFICERS FOR THE PENNSYLVANIA BATTALION. 

In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, January 9, 1776. 

Pursuant to a resolution of Congress and this Board, this Committee 
proceeded to the choice of a number of gentlemen as proper persons 
for Field-Officers to the Fifth Battalion to be raised in Cumberland 
County, when the following persons wero agreed upon, and now re- 
commended to the honourable Congress, as suitable persons to. fill the 
office of Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major. Colonels, WiUiam 
Irvine, James Irvine. Lieutenant-Colonels, Thomas Hartley, Patrick 
Maxwell. Majors, James Dunlap, Edward Morton. 

Extract from tho Minutes : William Govett, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, January 17, 1776.— Tho following gentlemen are 
chosen officers of the Sixth Battalion of this Province, which is to be 
raised in York and Cumberland Counties, two companies in the former, 
and six in the latter. 

Colonel, William Irvine; Lieutenant-Colonel, Thomas Hartley; 
Major, James Dunlap; Adjutant, John Brooks. 
Captains. 

David Grier, Jeremiah Tolbert, James A. Wilson, 

Abraham Smith, William Rippie, Robert Adams. 

Samuel Hay, Moses McClean, 

Lieutenants. 

William Alexander, Robert White, Lewis Bush, 

Bernard Eichleberger, William Bratton, lohn Greer. 

John McDonald, John McDowell, 



Second Lientenants, 

McClelland, 

Edward Stille, 

Arch. McCallistor, Jr. 

Ensigns. 

Samuel Montgomery, William Miller, 

William Nichols, William Lusk, 

William Graham, John Murray, 



Alexander Parker, 
Samuel McPherson, 
John Alexander, 



John Brooks, 
Brown. 



Robert Hoops, 
William Brown. 
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town, be desired to attend a meeting at eight o'clock, pre- 
cisely, to-morrow morning. 

Resolved, That Doctor Cadwallader, Doctor Bond, 
Doctor Kuhn, Doctor Rush, and Doctor Shippen, Jun., 
be requested to examine all candidates who shall offer as 
Surgeons to the different Battalions, and that no person be 
appointed by this Board to the office of Surgeon, without 
first obtaining a Certificate of his abilities from at least three 
of the above gentlemen, and that they appoint a day for 
examination as soon as is convenient. 

Resolved, That Mr. Gray, Chairman of the Committee 
of Philadelphia County, be desired to call together the 
Members of the said Committee, on Wednesday, the 17th 
instant, and that Mr. Hart, Chairman of the Committee 
of Bucks County, be desired to call together the Members 
of that County, on Monday, the 22d instant, at eleven 
o'clock, on business of the utmost importance, which will 
be, communicated to them by a deputation from this Board, 
who will attend the meeting ; and that they be desired im- 
mediately to employ a special Messenger or Messengers, 
for the purpose, at the expense of this Board, and to notify 
to the Board the places of each meeting. 

Wednesday, January 10, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Daniel 
Roberdeau, George Clymer, Samuel Miles, Chairman, 
Samuel Morris, Jun., John Montgomery, Samuel Howell, 
Anthony Wayne, John Nixon, John Cadwallader, James 
Biddle, James Mease, Robert White. 

Resolved, That the Committee will, on Monday next, 
proceed to the appointment of Second Lieutenants in Col- 
onel Butt's Battalion ; and that this Resolve be made pub- 
lick. 

Resolved, That this Committee will, on the 12th Febru- 
ary next, proceed to the appointment of Chaplains to the 
six Battalions raised in this Province by order of Congress. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on Michael 
Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer to this Board, in favour of John 
Maxwell Nesbitt, Paymaster to the Boats, or order, for six- 
teen hundred Pounds. 

Resolved, That Colonel Miles, Mr. Mease, and Mr. 
Samuel Morris, be a Committee to inquire for proper 
places to erect Powder Magazines in this Province, and to 
procure plans of the necessary buildings, and make report 
of the same to this Board. 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau, and Mr. Mease, 
apply to Joshua Fisher $• Sons, to know if they will sell 
what goods this Board may have occasion for, for the use 
of the publick, that they have in the store of the Commit- 
tee of Inspection and Observation. 

Thursday, January 11, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Anthony Wayne, James Mease, 
John Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Morris, 
Jun., Samuel Howell, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Nicholas 
Fairlamb, Owen Biddle. 

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Towers, Commissary, em- 
ploy, in the service of this Province, Thomas Truck and 
John Forrest ; and that they be allowed each forty-five 
shillings per month, and seven shillings and six pence per 
week for subsistence. 

Pursuant to a Resolution of Congress and of this Board, 
this Committee proceeded to the choice of a number of 
gentlemen to be appointed Adjutants to the Second, Third, 
and Fourth Battalions, now to be raised, when the follow- 
ing gentlemen were made choice of: George Boss, Walter 
Bicker, and Thomas Holland. 

Upon application of Colonel Wayne, an Order was drawn 
on Michael Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer to this Board, in 
favour of the Commissioners and Assessors of Chester 
County, for twenty-seven pounds, being so much towards 
the payment of Arms, Sic, for the use of that County. 

Doctor Franklin sent to this Board the following Re- 
solve of Congress, which is directed to be entered on the 
Minutes of this. Committee, and a copy thereof to be de- 
livered to Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, in order to their 



furnishing Colonel Bull's Battalion with such articles, 
therein set forth, that are not already furnished, agreeable 
to a former Resolution of Congress: 

"In Congress, January 10, 1776. 

"The following articles to be provided for the First 
Pennsylvania Battalion, under the command of Colonel 
Bull, now under orders to march for Canada, viz: 688 
Caps ; 688 pairs Mittens ; 688 pairs Stockings ; 688 pairs 
Leggings; 688 pairs Shoes; 1200 Shirts; 300 pairs Blan- 
kets ; 688 Haversacks ; 688 Slings, for Firelocks ; 688 
Waistcoats; 500 pairs Breeches; 64 Pitching- Axes ; and 
nine Baggage- Wagons. 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety of Pennsylvania, to supply the Pennsylvania 
Battalion with such of the above articles as they have not 
already furnished, agreeable to former Resolutions of Con- 
gress, and that all the articles furnished the men, more than 
those allowed in lieu of bounty, be deducted out of their 
pay. 

Extract from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Agreeable to a Resolve of yesterday, Colonel Rober- 
deau and Mr. Mease waited on Messrs. Fishers, and re- 
port they positively and absolutely refuse to give anycon- 
sent to the sale of their goods, or concur in any way to 
bring about the end proposed. 

Resolved, That application be made to the Committee 
of the City and Liberties, informing them that the articles 
enumerated at the bottom of the Resolve, are essentially 
necessary for the public use. That they are not to be pro- 
cured in this City, but from Joshua Fisher fy Sons, who. 
have them in the Committee Store, and have refused to 
dispose of. said goods, or concur in any measures by which 
they be appropriated to the use of the publick. That this 
Committee, therefore, request the Committee of Inspec- 
tion and Observation will take such measures to preserve 
the undermentioned goods, as the publick interest may re- 
quire, and as they have done in cases of the like nature. 

(Two tons Pig Lead, two bales Russia Sheeting, two 
bales Raven's Duck, one case Irish Linen, seven bales Sail 
Cloth.) 

Friday, January 12, 177 6. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, John Montgomery, Anthony 
Wayne, James Mease, George Gray, Robert White, Nich- 
olas Fairlamb, George Clymer, Samuel Howell, Daniel 
Roberdeau, Samuel Morris, Jun., Alexander Wilcocks, 
John Cadwallader. 

Upon application of Captain Jones, for the payment of 
seven Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of his Com- 
pany, in Colonel Bull's Battalion, an Order was drawn for 
twenty-two pounds, fifteen shillings, in his favour, on Messrs. 
Mease and Caldwell, Paymasters to said Battalion. 

The appointment of the Captains, Lieutenants, Ensigns, 
and Adjutants, were this day sent to Congress, by Colonel 
Wayne. 

Thomas Dewees's Account against the Congress for the 
soldiers, Lieutenant Syrnes and Duncan Campbell, confined 
in Jail by order of Congress, up to the 8th instant, were 
certified by the Chairman to be just, amounting in the 
whole to eight pounds seven pence half-penny. 

In consequence of the Resolution of Congress of the 2d 
instant, handed to this Board : 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau and Mr. Clymer be 
a Committee to procure copies of all the Petitions, Memo- 
rials, and Remonstrances, which have been by this Colony 
presented to the Throne, or either House of Parliament, 
since the year 1762 ; and, also, of the Answers, if any 
were given to them, in order to lay them before Congress, 
and this Committee are to forward any other busjness that 
may be recommended to this Board, in the other Reso- 
lutions of Congress accompanying the above, of the 2J 
instant. 

Resolved, That Mr. Reed, Mr. Mease, and Mr. Howell, 
be a Committee to meet the Committee of Inspection and 
Observation of Philadelphia County, at Chestnut Hill, on 
Wednesday next, at 1 1 o'clock. 

Resolved, That Christopher Carter be discharged from. 
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imprisonment upon condition that he pays his fees, and im- 
mediately departs the Continent ; and that Leonard Snow- 
den be enlarged on paying fees, and giving his parole that 
his future conduct shall not be inimical to the American 
cause. 

- Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau, Mr. Gray, and Mr. 
Owen Biddle, be a Committee to procure and get made 
in the best and most speedy manner, twenty-five Grubbing 
Hoes, one hundred and fifty Picks, five hundred Shovels, 
one hundred Spades, one hundred Pitching-Axes, and one 
thousand Pikes, fifty Wheelbarrows, and one hundred and 
fifty Handbarrows. 

Letters were wrote to the Commissioners and Assessors 
of each County, respecting the Arms, &c, to be provided 
by them agreeable to a Resolve of Assembly of the 30th 
June last, and to the Committees of the different Counties, 
(except those of Westmoreland, Northumberland, and Bed- 
ford,) respecting the manufacture of Saltpetre, and the 
mode of receiving and paying for the same. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having received 
the" following articles into store, &,c, viz: 

85 pounds Saltpetre, from the manufactory of this City; 
56 pounds Saltpetre, from ditto ; 36 Steel Ramrods, from 
William Broton; 2 cwt. 3 qr. of small Shot, from Owen 
Riddle ; 2J pounds Saltpetre, from Mr. Peale, for which he 
gave ten ounces of Powder, and nine shillings, four pence 
half-penny, in cash; 56 pounds Shot, from John Scotton, 
at thirty-eight shillings per hundred weight; his having 
delivered four pounds of Powder to Mr. Vandegriff, for 
the Commissioners and Assessors of Bucks County. 

' '. , Saturday, January 13, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — * 

Samuel Unwell, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, James 
Biddle, James Mease, George Clymer, Samuel Morris, 
Jun., Thomas Wharton, Jun., Owen Biddle, John Cad- 
wallader. 

Captain Andrew Caldwell having been applied to, to take 
the command of the Fleet in the service of this Province, 
and consenting thereto, it is 

Resolved, That he, the said Andrew Cadwallader be, 
and he is, hereby, appointed Commander-in-chief, or Com- 
mander of all the Armed Vessels in the service of this 
Province. 

Resolved, Thai a person be appointed second in com- 
niStnd of the Armed Vessels in the service of this Pro- 
vince. 

Thomas Apty produced his Account for furnishing twen- 
ty-four men, prisoners confined by Congress, with Provisions 
to this day, amounting to forty-one pounds, two shillings 
and three pence, which was certified by the Chairman to 
be just, and directed to the Committee of Accounts of 
Congress. 

Mr. Owen Biddle having produced an Account for sun- 
dry articles supplied the Saltpetre Works of this Province, 
by order of the Board, an Order was drawn in his favour, 
on the Committee of Accounts of this Board, for seventy- 
eight pounds, five shillings and six pence, being the amount 
of said Account. 

Resolved, That this Board pay Thomas Dewees the Jail 
expenses of Leonard Snowden, he being incapable of 
doing it. 

Mr. Clymer, by desire of this Board, applied to Mr. John 
McNeal, to know if it would, be agreeable to him to enter 
into the service of this Province, in the character of an 
Engineer. 

In consequence of which Mr. McNeal acquaints this 
Board, by Letter, that his bad state of health prevents his 
acceptance of the appointment, but will do every thing in 
his power from time to time for the service of the Pro- 
vince, without any fee. 

Monday, January 15, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, James Biddle, 
Owen Biddle, George Clymer, Alexander Wilcocks, Jo- 
seph Reed, John Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdeau, James 
Mease. 

Mr. Mease having delivered an Order of Congress to 



this Board, of which the following is a copy, it was, by 
order of the Board, endorsed by the Chairman, and deli- 
vered to Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, for the uses therein 

mentioned, viz : 

"Philadelphia, January 11, 1776. 

"Gentlemen: Please to pay to the Committee of 
Safety of Pennsylvania, six thousand dollars for the use of 
the Battalion in this City, the said Committee to be ac- 
countable for the expenditure of said sum, 

" I am gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

" John Hancock, President. 
" Michael Hillegas and George Clymer, Esquires, Trea- 
surers." 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on Michael 
Hillegas, Esq., in favour of John Nixon, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jun., and James Mease, the Committee of Accounts, 
for five thousand pounds, and signed by the Chairman. 

Ordered, That Mr. John Ross be directed to furnish, 
immediately, a return of the number of men now in the 
service of this Province on board the Armed Boats. 

Pursuant to a Resolve of Congress, that the Battalions 
raised in this Province in the Continental service, should 
have a Second Lieutenant to each Company; this Board 
went into the choice of eight gentlemen as proper persons 
to be appointed Second Lieutenants in Colonel Bull's Bat- 
talion, when the following gentlemen were made choice of: 
1. Roger Stayner, 2. George Jenkins, 3, Christian Stad- 
dle, 4. Amos Wilkinson, 5. John Ellis, 6. Samuel Tolbert, 
7. Peter Gosner, 8. John Cohey. 

Tuesday, January 16, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — • 

John Nixon, Chairman, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Dan- 
iel Roberdeau, John Cadwallader, Anthony Wayne, James ' 
Biddle, Samuel Howell, Owen Biddle, James Mease. 

Resolved, That Doctor Robert Johnson, recommended 
by Doctors Thomas Cadwallader, Thomas Bond, Adam 
Kuhn, and William Shippen, Jun., according to a former 
Resolve of this Board, is hereby appointed Surgeon to the 
Fifth, or Colonel William Irwin's Battalion, to be raised by 
order of the Congress. 

The honourable Continental Congress having recom- 
mended Chaplains to be appointed to the Battalions to be 
raised in this Province, for the service of the United Colo- 
nies, 

Resolved, That the Rev. Daniel McCalla be appoint- 
ed Chaplain to the First, or Colonel Bull's Battalion. 

Upon application of Joseph Fox, Esq., by order of the 
Board, an Order was drawn on Michael Hillegas, Esq., in 
his favour, for five hundred pounds. 

Upon application of Captain Mar, for the payment of 
twenty-two Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of his 
Company, in Colonel Bull's Battalion, an Order was drawn 
on Messrs. Mease tmdCaldwell, in his favour, for seventy- 
nine pounds, eleven shillings, being the amount of said 
Firelocks. 

Mr. Morris, by direction of Congress, delivered the fol- 
lowing Resolve of Congress to this Board, a copy of which 
was delivered to Robert Towers, with orders to see the 
same carried into execution : 

" In Congress, January 8, 1776. 

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety of Pennsylvania to send five hundred pounds of 
Powder to the Colony of Virginia, for the use of the 
forces to be employed in the Counties of Accomack and 
Northampton. 

"Extract from the Minutes: 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having received 
the following articles into store : 

Two hundred and fifty pounds Powder, from Oswell 
Eve; sixteen new Muskets, from John Nicholson; eight 
new Muskets, from Lewis Prahl; nineteen half barrels, 
and one hundred and ninety-five quarter barrels Gunpow- 
der, weight, five thousand eight hundred and twenty-five 
pounds, received from Pelatiah Webster, for account of the 
Continental Congress, That he has delivered to Captain 
Falconer, on account of Congress, eighty quarter barrels, 
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two thousand pounds; he has delivered to the Delegates of 
New-Jersey, by order of Congress, eight quarter barrels, 
two hundred pounds. 

Resolved, That the Powder Committee be empowered 
to continue their endeavours to import Powder; and that 
they have power to assure the value of the vessels employ- 
ed in this service, if they find it necessary, at the risk of 
the Province. 

Wednesday, January 17, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Henry Wynkoop, James Bid- 
die, Thomas Wharton, Sun., Daniel Roberdeau, John Cad- 
wallader, Anthony Wayne, Francis Johnson, James Mease, 
Alexander Wilcocks. 

Upon motion of Mr. Thomas Wharton, one of the Com- 
mittee for importing and procuring of Powder, Arms, Sic, 
for the use of this Province, 

Resolved, That they, the said Committee, load the Brig 
Dolphin, Captain Prole, with the produce of this Colony, 
for the purpose of procuring the said articles from foreign 
ports; and that the following Certificate be issued, viz: 

This is to certify, that Messrs. Robert Morris and Tho- 
mas Wharton, Jun., have permission to load the Brig Dol- 
phin, Captain Prole, with the produce of these Colonies, 
the same being for account of this Province, agreeable to a 
resolve of the honourable the Congress, dated the 26th 
October, 1775. 

Resolved, That the following Advertisement be publish- 
ed in the different Newspapers of this City, viz: 

Such persons as are willing to erect Powder-Mills in this 
Province, within fifty miles distance of this City, are desired 
to apply to the Committee of Safety, who will lend them 
money on security, if required, for that purpose, and give 
them other encouragements. 

Resolved, That Colonel Wayne, Colonel Johnson, Mr. 
Bartholomew, and Mr. Reiley, be a Committee to examine 
that the Firelocks, Cartridge-Boxes, Knapsacks, &c, as 
ordered by Assembly to be provided by Chester County, 
are made agreeable to the said order of Assembly, and to 
the patterns delivered the Commissioners and Assessors of 
said County, and make return of the same to this Board. 

Upon application of Captain Josiah Harmar, for the pay- 
ment of eleven Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of 
his Company, in Colonel Bull's Battalion, an Order was 
drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, for twenty-three 
pounds, twelve shillings and six pence, being the amount of 
the same. 

Resolved, That Joseph Fox, Esq., advance to Gouger, 
Dunwick if Kinder, three men employed by him in making 
Fire-Arms, for the use of this Province, fifty pounds each, 
for which they are to deliver thirty-five stand of Arms, with- 
out receiving any payment; and Mr. Fox is directed to take 
their separate obligations. 

Resolved, That Major Samuel Meredith and Captain 
Richard Peters, Jun., be appointed in the place of Colo- 
nel Shee and Colonel Cadwallader, who ,with Captain 
Wilcocks, were authorized by this Board to contract for 
one thousand Firelocks and Bayonets. 

Thursday, January 18, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Robert While, John Cadwal- 
lader, Owen Biddle, Thomas Wharton, James Biddle, 
Anthony Wayne, Samuel Howell, Daniel Roberdeau, 
James Mease, Francis Johnson. 

Mr. Alexander Hall, having delivered his appointment 
as an Ensign to one of the Companies in the four Batta- 
lions now to be raised by order of Congress, this Board 
proceeded to the choice of another gentleman as a fit per- 
son to supply his place, when Mr. Joseph Standley was 
agreed to be appointed. 

This Committee being informed by Congress, through 
Andrew Allen, Esq., that there was some dispute about the 
classing the Field-Officers, upon inquiry, do find that there 
was some small difference between Colonel St. Clair and 
Colonel Wayne respecting the arrangement of their Majors. 
Therefore, 



Resolved, That Nicholas Haussigerbe appointed Major 
to Colonel Wayne's Battalion, and Joseph Wood be Major 
to Colonel St. Clair's Battalion. 

Whereas, it appears by a Report from the Committee of 
Inspection and Observation of the City of Philadelphia, that 
they have, without effect, taken every peaceable measure 
in their power to obtain certain goods belonging to Messrs. 
Joshua Fisher fy Sons, now in the store of the said Com- 
mittee, and applied for by this Board for the publick service, 
and it appearing to this Committee that the said goods, 
consisting of Sail-Cloth, Lead, Russia Sheeting, Raven's 
Duck, Linens, Red Serge, White Lead and Spanish 
Brown, are essentially necessary for the publick service, it is 

Resolved, That the said Committee of Inspection and 
Observation, deliver said goods to Thomas Lawrence, ven- 
due master, to be immediately sold at publick vendue, that 
this Committee- may have an opportunity of purchasing 
them for the publick service, and that this Committee will 
pay for the same, or be answerable for the payment when 
required. 

Doctor John Smith being brought to this City by Cap- 
tain Shryock, as a person inimical to the liberties of Ame- 
rica, was, by order of the Board, committed to prison, 
agreeable to the following Commitment, viz : 

Whereas, Doctor John Smith stands charged before this 
Board with practices inimical to the liberties of America, 
these are to authorize and require you to receive into your 
custody the said Doctor John Smith, and him safely and 
closely keep confined, without admitting any person- to 
speak with, or have access to him, unless by special order 
from the honourable the Continental Congress, or this 
Board, and without pen, ink, and paper, until he be dis- 
charged by the said Congress, or this Committee. And 
hereof you are not to fail, at your peril. 

By order of the Committee: 

John Nixon, Chairman. 

To the Keeper of the Jail of the City and County of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Ordered, That John Hall be authorized to purchase 
half a ton of Bar-Iron, for Lewis Prahl, for making Gun- 
Barrels, and draw upon this Committee for the amount. 

Robert Towers reports his having received and deliver- 
ed the following articles: Seven hundredweight of Shot, 
received from Thomas Smith ; one hundred weight receiv- 
ed from Meire Baxter, cash one pound eighteen shillings; 
ten half-barrels Powder, weight five hundred pounds, sent 
to Virginia, by order of Congress, which Powder is the 
property of the Congress : two pounds of powder delivered 
Mr. Wynkoop, of Bucks County. 

Friday, January 19, 1776. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, James Biddle, Daniel Rober- 
deau, George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel 
Howell, Nicholas Fairlamb, James Mease. 

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Howell purchase the whole 
quantity of Brass that Mr. Amos Strettle may have for 
sale, and order it into the hands of the Commissary. 

Colonel Roberdeau and Mr. Clymer, a Committee ap- 
pointed to procure copies of all the Petitions, Memorials, 
and Remonstrances, which have been by the Colony pre- 
sented to the Throne, or either House of Parliament, since 
the year seventeen hundred and sixty-two, and, also, the 
answers, if any, that were given to them, report three Pe- 
titions to the King, viz : One of June 6, 1766 ; one of Sep- 
tember 22, 1768 ; and one of March 5, 1771 ; one Petition 
to the House of Lords, dated September 22, 1768; afso, 
two Petitions to the House of Commons, dated January 
14, 1766, and September 22, 1768; and that they are 
informed by the Clerk of Assembly of this Province, that 
no answer has been given to either of the above-mentioned 
Petitions. 

Resolved, That Mr. Clymer and Colonel Roberdeau 
wait upon the Congress, with the above-mentioned copies 
of Petitions.* 

* In Committee op Safety, Philadelphia, January 19, 1776. 
Colonel Roberdeau and Mr. Clymer, a Committee appointed to pro- 
cure copies of all the Petitions, Memorials, and Remonstrances, which 
hare heen by this Colony presented to the Throne, or either House of 
Parliament, since the year 1762, and also the answers, if any, that were 



519 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, JANUARY, 177& 



520 



Doctor Jonathan Potts having sent to this City twenty 
Provincial Muskets, accompanied with his account of sun- 
dry repairs made by the different people who he collected 
them from, and which he applies for the payment of, 

Resolved, That an order be drawn on the Treasurer of 
this Board for the same. 

Which order was accordingly drawn, in favour of said 

given to them, report three Petitions to the King, viz : One of June 6, 
1766; one of September 22, 1768; and one of March 5, 1771; one 
Petition to the House of Lords, dated September 22, 1768 ; also, two 
Petitions to the House of Commons, dated January 14, 1766, and Sep. 
tember 22, 1768 ; and that they are informed by the Clerk of Assem. 
My of this Province, that no Answer has been given to either of the 
above-mentioned Petitions. 

Resolved, That Mr. Clymer and Colonel Roberdeau wait upon the 
Congress with the above-mentioned copies of Petitions. 

Extract from the Minutes : William Govett, Secretary. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The Address of the Representatives of the Freemen of the Province of 
Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : We, your Majesty's dutiful, loyal, and 
faithful subjects, the Representatives of the Freeinon of the Province 
of_Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met, under a deep sense of your 
Majesty's great condescension and justice, beg leave to render to your 
Majesty our unfeigned thanks for your most gracious assent to the act 
repealing the law granting certain Stamp duties in America. Tho 
paternal concern for the welfare and prosperity of all your Majesty's 
subjects, however remote, which your Majesty has demonstrated on 
this very important occasion, cannot fail of fixing in the hearts of the 
good people of this Province the most inviolable affection and loyalty 
to your Royal person and Government, and exciting their sincerest 
prayers for the long continuance of your Majesty on tho Throno of 
those extensive dominions, whose happiness and glory have been the 
invariable objects of your care and attention. 

The assurance which your Majesty has been pleased to give us, of 
" your approbation of tho dutiful behaviour of the Province of Penn, 
eylvunia, amidst the too prevailing distractions which have agitated the 
other Colonies," fills our breasts with sentiments of the most respect- 
ful gratitude, and demands our warmest thanks. This instance of your 
Majesty's condescension and goodness must engage the peoplo we 
represent to continue to recommend themselves still further, by their 
dutiful behaviour, to your Royal favour and protection. 

We humbly entreat your Majesty will further permit us to embrace 
this opportunity of expressing tho high sense we entertain of the justice 
and tenderness of your Parliament, who, ready to hear and consider 
the aggrievances of your Majesty's subjects, have, upon a just repre- 
sentation of tho unhappy circumstances of your Colonies, manifested 
their good dispositions and lenity to us in our late distressed situa- 
tion. 

Fully sensible how much the happiness of your people depends on a 
perfect harmony and connection between Great Britain and her Colo, 
nies, we assure your Majesty, that no care or endeavours shall be want- 
ing, on our part, to promote and establish that union of affections and 
interests so essential to the welfare of both, and to preserve that loy. 
ally and affection to your Majesty's person and Government, which we 
esteem to be one of their first and most important duties. 

Signed, by order of the House, Joseph Fox, Speaker. 

June 6, 1766. 

A true copy from the Journals : 

Charles Moore, Cleric of Assembly. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The Petition of the Representatives of the Freemen of the Province of 
Pennsylvania, most humbly showeth : 

That we, your Majesty's faithful subjects, the Representatives of tho 
Freemen of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met, humbly ask per- 
mission to offer to your Royal wisdom our dutiful supplications. 

In our last Petition to your Majesty, we prayed relief of a grievance 
which the good people of this Province suffered, by duties being im- 
posed upon them by act of Parliament, for the sole purpose of raising a 
revenue ; and, though that act has been repealed, as to part of these 
taxes, yet the duties on Tea, and other enumerated goods not made in 
Great Britain, but from thence exported to these Colonies, are still 
retained, with intent, as we have great reason to fear, of establishing 
thereby a precedent for repeating such taxations upon us hereafter. 
Thus we lose the possession of our property, and the title to the re- 
mainder becomes extremely precarious ; for, as we cannot, from our 
situation be, in any manner, represented in Parliament, your Royal 
wisdom will perceive, that we can call nothing our own which others 
assume a riglit to take from us without our consent. 

The aggrievance still continuing, notwithstanding the lato repeal, 
our confidence in your Majesty's transcendent goodness induces us to 
hope, that, through your gracious interposition, we may yet obtain 
redress. 

If we attempted to promote innovations, we might deserve censure. 
We only endeavour to avoid them. We presume not to request the 
grant of any new right in our favour, nor any diminution of tiie Royal 
prerogative, bill only to be restored to that which we constantly, till of 
late, enjoyed: the invaluable, exclusive privilege of demonstrating our 
affection for our Sovereign, and our duty to his Government, as here- 
tofore, by voluntary gifts of our property to him. This privilege, 
repeatedly recognised by your Majesty, and former Kings and Parlia- 
ments, our ancestors transmitted inviolate to us ; we possessed it with- 
out abuse, and have lost it without offence ; for, we beg leave to assure 
your Majesty, that none of your subjects are, or can be, more affec. 
tionately and firmly attached to your Majesty's person, family, and 
Government, than your faithful people, the inhabitants of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Most gracious Sovereign : Fully confiding that your Majesty will 
always make the preservation of the constitutional rights of your sub- 
jects a principal object of your attention, and that your Royal disposi- 



Potts, on Michael Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer, for fifty-two 
pounds, five shillings and three pence. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to view Li- 
berty-Island, repair, as soon as the season will admit, to 
that place, with Doctor Rittenhouse, Robert Smith, and 
John McNeal, and determine on, and lay out, such work 
as they shall think sufficient to defend it; and that those 

tion delights in the freedom and happiness of your people, we most 
humbly and earnestly implore your Majesty, by your Royal authority, 
influence, and recommendation, to procure us relief from the grievance 
now most respectfully represented. 

Signed, by order of the House, Joseph Galloway, Speaker. 

Philadelphia, March 5, 1771. 

A true copy from the Journals : 

Charles Moore, Clerk of Assembly. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords, Spiritual and Temporal, in Par- 
liament assembled. 
The Petition of the Representatives of the Freemen of the Province of 
Pennsylvania, in Assembly met, humbly sltoweih : 

That your petitioners apprehend, whenever measures are pursued 
inconsistent with the principles of that freedom on which the British 
Constitution is founded, it cannot be thought improper to make appli- 
cation for redress to your Lordships, the hereditary guardians of Bri- 
tish liberty, and, therefore, they beg leave to represent to your Lordships 
the following aggrievance, which greatly affects His Majesty's most 
faithful American subjects, and to implore your concurrence with the 
other branches of the British legislature, in relieving them from their 
present distress. 

That the people of this Province, gratefully sensible of your Lordr 
ships' wisdom and justice, in the repeal of the late act of Parliament 
imposing Stamp duties in America, were led to hope, that, in all future 
time, they should enjoy the right of granting aids to the Crown by 
representatives Constitutionally chosen by themselves. That, greatly 
disappointed in this expectation, they find another act, passed in tho 
seventh year ofliis present Majesty's reign, imposing new duties on tho 
people of America, for tho purpose of raising a revenue, equally sub. 
versivc of this right, and tending to render their property most proca. 
rious and insecure. 

Your petitioners humbly conceive, that it is essential to tho liber- 
ties of Englishmen that no laws can be made to take away their 
property without their consent. Upon this equitable principle, the_ 
security of the subject's estate, whether in tho mother country or tho 
Colonies, is most justly founded ; nor can British freedom, or publick 
happiness, without it, any where exist. Hence, the people of this Pro- 
vinco, by their Representatives in Assembly, have ever exercised the 
power of disposing of their own property; and, whenever requisitions 
have been made by His Majesty, or his Royal predecessors, for the 
defence of America, they have most cheerfully, and liberally, granted 
their full proportion of aids for that" important purpose. This powet? 
being founded on the Constitution of the Government of tho Province, 1 
and having often received tho sanction of tho Crown, and full approba- 
tion of the British Parliament, your petitioners hope your Lordships 
will not think any reasons sufficient to deprive His Majesty's faithful 
subjects, in this Colony, of a privilege so essential tp their security and 
happiness. They, therefore, humbly pray your Lordships to tako the 
premises into your serious consideration, and that you will also be 
pleased to pursue such measures as you shall, in your wisdom, think 
most proper, to relieve them and the people they represent from the 
aggrievance complained of. 

Signed, by order of the House, Joseph Galloway, Speaker y 

Philadelphia, September 22, 1768. 

A true copy from the Journals : 

Charles Moore, Clerk of Assembly. 

To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses of Great 
Britain, in Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of the Representatives of the Freemen of the Province of 
Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met, most humbly showeth : 

That, taking into their most serious consideration the statute passed 
in tho fourth year of his present Majesty's reign, prohibiting the further 
emissions of Bills of Credit from being lawful tender in the Colonies; 
and attentively weighing the mischiefs which must attend the continu- 
ance of the said statute ; tho obstructions to tho growth and increase of 
this young, and lately flourishing Colony; and the diminution of its 
commercial intercourse with Great Britain which it must necessarily 
occasion, we find ourselves under tho unhappy necessity of making our 
application to your honourable House for a repeal of tho said law. 

That it is known, from tho most evident experience, that tho growth 
and increase of this Province has been, in a great measure, occasioned 
by the moderate sums of paper money which from time to time have been 
emitted, by and under the direction of its legislative authority. That be- 
fore these emissions were made, the progress of the Colony, in its wealth 
and settlement, laboured under the greatest difficulty, and proceeded in 
its course by degrees almost imperceptible. The inhabitants being 
under a necessity, from the want of a medium of commerce, to nego- 
tiate a great part of their business and traffick in tho inconvenient modo 
of barter and commutation; but, that, upon striking the first Bills of 
Credit, this disadvantageous method of commerce was soon laid aside; 
contracts multiplied ; personal and real estates rose to thoir proper 
value ; our numbers increased ; trade became extended ; and the settle- 
ment of tho country proceeded with more rapidity than the most san- 
guine expectations could suggest ; and that the same happy and fortu- 
nate effects have ever flowed from the further emissions of paper Bills 
of Credit, in proportion to the sums emitted, without the least ineonve- 
niency or prejudice to the merchants of Great Britain or the people of 
this Province. 

. /That we apprehend no arguments can be necessary, to provo that 
commerce cannot be carrried to any beneficial extent, without a pro. 
permedium of circulating cash, destitute of which, the trade of this 
Colony must, in a short time, be confined to the restricted limits of 
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gentlemen employ such persons as may be necessary, to 
complete said Works, agreeable to the Report of the Com- 
mittee appointed for that business. 

Resolved, That the Commodore be directed to cause 
four hundred Seamen and Landsmen immediately to be 
recruited, for the services of the Armed Boats, and other 
Naval Equipments, on the same terms the other men were 
raised. 

Upon application of Captain William Jenkins, for the 

barter among ourselves, and the commercial intercourse with Great 
Britain be greatly diminished, to the manifest loss to the mother coun- 
try, and impoverishment of the Colony. 

That the trade to the foreign ports, from whence our merchants for- 
merly imported gold and silver, in part of their returns, is effectually 
obstructed by the high duties imposed on the produce of those ports, to 
the great detriment of our commerce with Britain; and, even when 
those duties shall be taken off, the gold and silver imported will be 
remitted, in discharge of the debts to the mother country ; and, there- 
fore, that we can have no permanent medium of commerce, without the 
liberty of emitting such reasonable quantities of paper Bills of Credit 
as may be necessary for that purpose. 

That, by the policy of the English laws, the person of every debtor 
remains as a security to his creditor, for the performance of the con- 
tract and discharge of the debt; and, should the Legislature of this 
Province be restrained from making papeT money a lawful tender to 
the creditor, in discharge of the body of tho debtor, the person of every 
American is liable to duress and imprisonment, at tho will and pleasure 
of his creditor. 

Moved by tho sincorest desire of promoting and increasing the com- 
merce of our mother country, as well as that of oar particular Pro- 
vince, we beg leavo further to represent, that upon this liberty of 
instituting a proper medium of trade, the future importations of British 
manufactures in a great measure depend ; that we find, from incontes- 
table vouchers, and experience, that, at all times, the importations from 
Cheat Britain have increased or diminished, in proportion to the quan- 
tity of this medium and the foreign gold and silver current. That, in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and sixty, when the largest sums of 
Bills of Credit and foreign specie were circulating, the greatest quantity 
of English merchandise was imported that has ever been known, either 
before or since that period. That before this time, as the quantity of 
tilts medium was mcronsed by the demand of the Crown, the orders of 
the Pennsylvania merchants grow larger, and the importations from 
Britain also increased. That since this period, those importations 
have lessened, in proportion to the sinking of those Bills of Credit, and 
the exportation of our gold and silver to Great Britain; and that in so 
great a degree as to be extremely injurious to the mutual commerce 
between our mother country and this Colony. That in the said year,' 
the Bills of Credit of this Province amounted to more than five hundred 
thousand pounds, which, by sinking a part annually, is now reduced to 
about two hundred and ninety-three thousand. That a great part of 
the bills now current are subserving tho purposes of commerce, in tho 
Colonies of New-Jersey and Maryland, being received by them from a 
full solidity of the funds upon which they are established. That the 
commercial interest of the last mentioned Colony must hate boon great- 
ly distressed, without their having had, for some years past, no suffi- 
cient medium of trade of her own. That before the year one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-three, all the Bills of Credit now current 
are directed to be sunk and destroyed, by the laws which emitted 
them. And, with the greatest concern and uneasiness we assert it, we 
have reason to fear our commerce with our mother country will lan- 
guish and expire with them. 

That the funds for calling in and sinking these Bills of Credit, have 
ever been formed on the best security ; the real and personal estates of 
all tho people in the Province being subject to a tax for the sinking of 
them. The quantity emitted, from time to time, has ever been so mode- 
rate as to bo scarcely sufficient to answer the purposes of trade and tho 
settlement of the country, even when aided by large importations of 
foreign gold and silver. The merchants of Great Britain have never 
been injured by their emission, but, on the contrary, have been greatly 
benefited and enriched, as it enabled our merchants to enlarge their im- 
portations, and to pay their debts with honour and punctuality, until 
their late distress, occasioned by the restrictions of their foreign trade, 
remitting our gold and silver to England, and tho present diminution of 
the quantity of the said Bills of Credit. That tho unhappy effects of this 
diminution of our paper currency are, already, most sensibly felt; tho 
price of all kinds of labour is lessened; the numbers of our poor aro 
increased; the value of our estates greatly sunk ; our trade and im- 
portation from Britain evidently decreased ; the further settlement of 
tho Province is obstructed, and the people reduced to tho greatest 
distress. 

Wherefore, your petitioners, deeply affected with a view of the pro. 
sent and impending calamities which threaten His Majesty's most 
faithful subjects, the good people of the Province, most ardently en- 
treat your honourable House, that you will be pleased to take the sub- 
ject of their aggrievances into your serious and candid consideration, 
and grant them that relief which must arise from a repeal of tho said 
statute, and the liberty thereby afforded the Legislatures of this Pro. 
vince, of emitting Bills of Credit as lawful tender, in all our Colony 
debts, from time to time, as the purposes of commerce, the settlement 
of the Colony, and the necessities of the Government shall reasonably 



require. 

Signed, by order of the House, 

January 14, 1766. 



Joseph Fox, Speaker. 



A true copy from the Journals : 

Charles Moore, Clerk of Assembly. 

To the Honourable Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses of Great Bri- 

tain, in Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of the Representatives of the Freemen of the Province of 

Pennsylvania, in Assembly met, humbly showeth : 

That your petitioners, taking into their serious consideration the act 

of Parliament imposing duties on His Majesty's American subjects, for 



payment of twenty-six Firelocks, purchased by him for the 
use of his Company, in Colonel BulVs Battalion, by- 
order of tlie Board, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease 
and Caldwell, for eighty-eight pounds, four shillings and 
six pence, in his favour, being the amount of said Fire- 
locks. 

Agreeable to a recommendation of Congress, this Board 
discharged David Forster from his confinement, he being 
a person confined with others taken with Capt. Campbell. 

the purpose of raising a Revenue, and conceiving that the said act is 
injurionsto the rights of their constituents, as well as to the trade and 
commerce of the British dominions, beg leave, in the most respectful, 
manner, to represent those aggrievances to the Commons of Great 
Britain, who, they trust, ever will be tho faithful guardians and sup- 
porters of British liberty. : ; 
In the latter end of the last century, onr ancestors, under permission 
of the Crown, removed from their mother country and settled in this 
distant land, then a wilderness. The motives to an enterprise so ardu- 
ous, expensive, and hazardous, were not only to enlarge the British 
empire, and extend its commerce, but to enjoy that perfect security of 
liberty to which they were entitled, as British subjects, in their native 
land. And, notwithstanding innumerable dangers and difficulties, 
they have peopled and improved the country into an extensive Colony, 
without the least expense to the mother state, whereby the British 
empire has been considerably enlarged, its commerce extended, and its 
wealth and power greatly increased. In this removal from their native 
country, tho effects whereof have so manifestly promoted the interest 
and dignity of tho British Government, your petitioners conceive they 
brought over with them the natural and constitutional rights of Eng- 
lish subjects, which have descended to, and are now vested in their pos. 
terity, who have, by no act whatever, forfeited or surrendered them : one 
of which is, that no taxes, for the purpose of revenue, can be legally 
imposed on them but by representatives chosen by themselves ; a right 
absolutely necessary to tho security of their properly and estates, and 
derived to them under the ancient principles of the English Government, 
and which has ever been esteemed the chief pillar and support of all the 
other privileges, inasmuch as they apprehend they can, with no pro- 
priety, be said to enjoy more than the mere shadow of liberty, while 
others exercise a power, whenever they please, to take such parts and 
proportions of their property from them as they think proper, without 
their consent. In confirmation of this right, a legislative authority, 
founded on this first and important principle of English liberty, so 
essential to the happiness of tho subjects, was early established in this 
Province, under tho approbation of the Crown. This Legislature was 
vested with full power not only to support the internal Government of 
the Province, but of giving and granting to their Sovereign the ncces- f 
sary aids, whenever required, for the general security of His Majesty's 
dominions. To this Legislature requisitions have been always made 
for that purpose, since the establishment of the present Government, 
particularly in the times of King William, Queen Anne, his late most 
excellent Majesty, and our present most gracious Sovereign, and with 
the utmost cheerfulness and liberality complied with ; apart of which 
has been, repeatedly, reimbursed by the British Parliament^ 

Under this right, established on the principles of English liberty, on 
the settled form of their own Government, and the uninterrupted usage 
and custom so often recognised and confirmed by tho__ Sovereigns of 
the mother state, and even by the Parliament itself, the good people 
of this Province have settled, and esteemed themselves happy, in the 
enjoyment of that security of property which they conceive to be most 
essential to freedom, (and without which their other privileges can never 
be long supported or maintained,) until the late act of Parliament im- 
posing a Stamp duty on the Colonies, which the late honourable House 
of Commons, united with the other branches of t\\e British Legisla- 
ture, has been pleased to repeal. 

That your petitioners, after the repeal of that act, flattered them- 
selves that His Majesty's most faithful subjects in this Province, yet 
labouring under a heavy load of debt, occasioned by their excess in 
granting of aids to the Crown, in the last war, would, in future, ho left 
in the undisturbed possession of this most valuable and important right, 
which their Legislatures have exercised so perfectly to the satisfaction 
of the British Government, and general benefit of His Majesty's domi- 
' nions. It, therefore, gave them inexpressible concern to observe another 
act passed, in a late session of the last Parliament, imposing duties on 
His Majesty's American subjects, for the purpose of revenue, and redu- 
cing them to the same unhappy condition from which, by the wisdom 
and justice of the British Legislature, they had been so latelyrelicved ; 
for, we beg leave to represent, that, should the Parliament _ of Great. 
Britain continue to exercise a power of imposing taxes oh His Majes- 
ty's subjects who are not, nor can be, represented in your august Houses 
their property and estates must become extremely precarious, as they 
can have no power to judge of the propriety of those taxes f no consti- 
tutional check on the liberality in granting them; rro opportunity of 
pointing out the easiest mode of imposing and levying them, or of 
explaining their grievance, when they conceive themselves injured or 
oppressed, without which it appears to your petitioners Impassible for 
the most wise and just Legislature to impose taxes with propriety and 
equity, or with safety to the people who are to be affected by them. 

Your petitioners, confiding in the justice of your honourable House, 
and your attachment to the principles of liberty, entreat thityou would 
be pleased to take the rights of His Majesty's faithful American sub- 
jects, together with the said act of Parliament, under your considera- 
tion, and grant them, so far as is in your power, relief from an aggriev- ' 
ance from which the people of Great Britain are exempted, a continu. 
ation whereof, wo fear, will create a distinction that must naturally 
occasion' a disunion of interest, sentiments, and afFections, between 
them, which, in its consequence, may be attended with great inconve- 
niences and mischiefs to the trade and commerce of His Majesty's 
British, as well as American dominions. 

Signed, by order of the House, Joseph Galloway, Speaker. 

Philadelphia, September 22, 1768. 

A true copy from the Journals : 

Charles Moore, Clerk of Assembly. 
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Resolved, That Messrs. David Rittenhouse, Andrew 
Doz, Thomas Cuthbert, Daniel Jay, and Benjamin Har- 
bison,oi a majority of them, be appointed, for carrying into 
execution the contract which this Committee have entered 
i.nto_withJWorgnn Bustead, for casting Cannon ; and they 
are, hereby, authorized to employ a sufficient number of 
Workmen, and to provide every material necessary for that 
purpose. 

All Orders from said Board, on our Committee, of ac- 
counts for the above purposes, shall be duly paid. 

It is further 

Resolyed, That the Cannon Committee, appointed from 
this Board heretofore, be desired to aid and assist the above- 
mentioned gentlemen, as much as they conveniently can, 
and to explain to them the nature of the contract, the kind 
of Cannon which are wanted, and of the plan this Commit- 
tee had in view for prosecuting the said Works. 

Saturday, January 20, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Daniel Roberdeau, OivenBiddle, Thomas 
Wharton, Jun., Samuel Howell, George Clymer, Robert 
White, Anthony Wayne, James Mease, James Biddle. 

Robert Toioers, Commissary, reports his having deliver- 
ed to Captain Falconer, on account of Congress, five hun- 
dred pounds Musket Ball, and two hundred pounds of Lead. 
That he received from Doctor Potts, of Reading, twenty 
Provincial Muskets, and one Wall-Piece. 

The honourable the Congress, sent the following Re- 
solve to this Board, to be carried into execution : 

"In Congress, January 17, 177G. 

"Resolved, That the Colonels of the several Battalions 
of Pennsylvania, be supplied with money for the Recruit- 
ing Service, by the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, 
and disburse the same to the several Recruiting Officers. 
The Colonels, and other officers, to be accountable for 
what they shall receive ; and all arrears they may fall into 
to be stopped from their pay." 

" Extract from the Minutes. 

"Charles Thomson." 

Resolved, That Messrs. Mease and Caldwell be appoint- 
ed to see the above Resolve of Congress carried into exe- 
cution ; and that the following Order from Congress, on 
their Paymaster, be delivered them : 

" Philadelphia, January 20, 177G. 

" Gentlemen : Please to pay to the Committee of Safe- 
ty of Pennsylvania, fifteen thousand Dollars, for the use of 
the Battalions in Pennsylvania ; the said Committee to 
account for the expenditure of the same. 

"I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

"John Hancock, President. 
" To Michael Hillegas and George Clymer, Esqrs., Trea- 
surers." 

The above Order was this day delivered to Messrs. 
Mease and Caldwell, for the purposes therein mentioned. 

Upon application of Colonel Wayne, by order of the 
Board, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Cald- 
well, in his favour, for one thousand pounds, being for the 
use of his Battalion, to be raised in the Continental ser- 
vice. 

Upon application of Captain Dorsey, for the payment 
of ten Firelocks by order of the Board, an Order was 
drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, for thirty-seven 
pounds, seven shillings and six pence, being for the use of 
his Company, in Colonel Bull's Battalion. 

Upon application of Captain Luttar, for the payment 
of eleven Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of his 
Company, in Colonel Bull's Battalion, an Order was 
drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell for thirty-four 
pounds, six shillings and three pence. 

Upon application of Colonel Arthur St. Clair, by order 
of the Board, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and 
Caldwell, in his favour, for one thousand pounds, for the 
use of his Battalion, to be raised in the service of the 
Colonies. 

Upon application of Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Penrose, 



for a sum of money for the use of Colonel Magan's Bat- 
talion, by order of the Board, an Order was drawn on 
Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, for one thousand pounds, for 
the use of said Battalion. 

Agreeable to the desire of the Committee of Congress, 
this Board proceeded to the choice of six gentlemen, to 
be recommended to Congress as proper persons to be ap- 
pointed Ensigns to Colonel Bull's Battalion ; when the fol- 
lowing persons were agreed on : 1 . Nicholas Scull, 2. Jo- 
seph Grunway, 3. John Irvine, 4. John Brycc, 5. Benja- 
min Rice, 6. Major Walbron. 

Resolved, That the number of the Artillery-Men, in the 
service of this Province, be augmented to one hundred men, 
including non-Commissioned Officers, and a suitable num- 
ber of Commissioned Officers appointed thereto. 

Upon application of Colonel John Shee, for a sum of 
money for the use of his Battalion, an Order was drawn 
on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, in his favour, for one thou- 
sand pounds. 

Resolved, That Mr. Mease, Mr. Reed, Mr. James Bid- 
die, and Mr. Wharton, be a Committee to meet the Com- 
mittee of Inspection and Observation of Bucks County, on 
Monday next. 

Monday, January 22, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present — 

George Clymer, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel 
Howell, Owen Biddle, Samuel Morris, Jun., John Cad- 
wallader, John Nixon. 

Upon application of Captain Harmar, for the payment 
of nine Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of, his 
Company, in the Battalion late Colonel Bull's, an Order 
was drawn in his favour, on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, 
for thirty-one pounds, four shillings and six pence. 

Mr. Ross, Mustermaster, agreeable to a Resolve of this 
Board, made a Return of the men employed on board the 
Armed Boats, which is as follows, viz : Men in pay, four 
hundred and ten ; of whom are sick, twenty-five ; of whom 
in Jail, one. 

Agreeable to a recommendation of Congress, this Board 
discharged the three following persons from confinement, 
who were committed to Jail by order of Congress, viz : 
Daniel Calahan, George Comvay, John Reynolds. 

Upon application of Colonel Arthur St. Clair, for a sum 
of money for the use of his Battalion, to be raised in the 
service of the United Colonies, by order of the Board, an 
Order was drawn in his favour, on Messrs. Mease and Cald- 
well, for one thousand pounds. 

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Morris, of this Board, Mr. 
Rittenhouse, Mr. McNeal, and Captain Joy, be a Com- 
mittee to survey the Jersey Shore, from Billingsport to 
Newtown Creek, to determine what Posts it may be neces- 
sary to fortify, against the attempts of an enemy who may 
endeavour to land ; to make an estimate of the expense 
thereof, and to report to this Board by this day a week. 

Tuesday, January 23, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, George Cly- 
mer, John Cadwallader, Samuel Howell, George Gray, 
Robert White, James Mease, Owen Biddle. 

Whereas, many Officers of the Association have pur- 
chased Arms, at their own expense, for the use of such 
Assoctators as are unable to Supply themselves, for the de- 
fence of this Province : 

Resolved, That this Committee are willing to purchase 
all Arms, purchased by Officers of the Association, in this 
city, that shall be approved as good Arms by the Commis- 
sary. And the Committee of Inspection, in the several 
Counties, are requested to take proper steps to purchase 
all Arms, purchased as above by any Officers in their re- 
spective Counties, and draw Orders on this Board for the 
payment ; and the said Arms shall be put, or remain, in 
the hands of such Associators, in their respective Counties, 
as are unable to supply themselves. And the command- 
ing officers of the several Battalions shall certify the num- 
ber and value of each Firelock to this Committee, and 
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be accountable for the delivery of such Arms, unless lost 
in actual service, whenever they shall be called upon by 
this Committee or Assembly. 

Wednesday, January 24, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Bid- 
die, James Biddle, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel How- 
ell, George Clymer, George Gray. 

Upon application of Captain Davis, for the payment of 
five Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of his Com- 
pany, in the Battalion late Colonel Bull's, by order of the 
Board, an Order was drawn in his favour, on Messrs. Mease 
and Caldivell, for sixteen pounds, seventeen shillings and 
six pence. 

The Congress having sent down the following Resolve, 
ibis Board drew up a Parole, to be signed by Captain 
Campbell, which is also as follows, viz : 

"In Congress, January 22, 1776. . 

"Resolved, That the Committee of Safety for Pennsyl- 
vania be direrted to release Captain Duncan Campbell 
from close confinement, on parole, similar to that taken of 
other Officers who are prisoners. That Captain Duncan 
Campbell have leave to reside at Lancaster. . 

" Extract from the Minutes : 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

" I, Duncan Campbell, Captain in the Regiment of Royal 
Highland Emigrants, now a prisoner in the United Colo- 
nies, being enlarged from confinement, do hereby promise, 
upon the honour of a gentleman, to go to Lancaster, in 
this Province ; after which, I will not go to, or near, any 
seaport town, nor farther than six miles from my place of 
residence, without leave from the Continental Congress. 
That 1 will carry on no political correspondence, whatever, 
on the subject of the dispute between Great Britain and 
these Colonies, so long as I remain a prisoner. 

" Duncan Campbell." 

Upon application of Captain Willis, for the payment of 
two Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of his Com- 
pany, in the Battalion late Colonel Bull's, by order of the 
Board, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Cald- 
well, for five pounds ten shillings, being the amount of said 
Firelocks. 

Resolved, That Leonard Snoivdon be discharged from 
his confinement, on his paying the Jail fees, from the 16th 
instant. 

Resolved, That Mr. Peter De Haven have liberty of 
drawing on John Nixon, and others, the Committee of Ac- 
counts, for the sum of one hundred pounds, being towards 
Firelocks to be made by Mr. Prahl. 

Upon application of Captain Harmar, for the payment 
of five Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of his Com- 
pany, in the Battalion late Colonel Bull's, by order of the 
Board, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Cald- 
well, in his favour, for eighteen pounds, twelve shillings 
and six pence. 

Thursday, January 25, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

Samuel Howell, Chairman, James Mease, Owen Bid- 
die, Robert White, George Clymer, John Nixon, Thomas 
Wharton, Jun., John Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdeau. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on Messrs. 
Mease and Caldwell, in favour of Captain Jenkins, for 
twenty-seven pounds, six shillings and six pence, being 
for Bayonets, repairing Firelocks, fee, for his Company, 
in the Battalion late Colonel Bull's. 

The Committee of Safety having resolved to increase 
the number of men in the pay of, and for the defence of 
this Province, Captain Proctor is hereby directed to inlist 
seventy Volunteers, who are to be instructed principally in 
the use and management of Artillery, but to be embodied 
in such manner, and employed, occasionally, upon such ser- 
vice, as may be hereafter determined by the said Commit- 
tee. 

It being highly expedient in the present exigency of our 
affairs to employ a number of Povvder-Mills, in order to 



work up into Gunpowder the different materials that may 
be imported from foreign countries, or be procured at home 
by the publick encouragement lately offered, 

Resolved, That Major Bayard, Captain Cowperthwaiie, 
Christopher Ludwig, George Schlosser, and Joseph Weth- 
erel, be desired to consider of proper places to erect suit- 
able Works for the purpose, or to engage with owners of 
any Mill, or Mills, already erected for other purposes, to 
convert them to the making of Gunpowder, and to make 
report of their proceedings to this Board. 

Friday, January 26, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present— 

John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, Owen Biddle, 
Thomas Wharton, Jun., James Biddle, George Clymer, 
John Cadwallader, Joseph Reed, Samuel Wharton, Jun., 
Daniel Roberdeau, Alexander Wilcocks. 

Upon application of Captain Francis Wade, an Order 
was drawn on the Committee of Accounts, for three hun- 
dred and fifty pounds in his favour. 

Upon application of Captain Williams, for the payment 
of eighteen Firelocks, purchased by him for the use of his 
Company, in the Battalion late Colonel Bull's, an Order 
was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, in his favour, 
for sixty-five pounds, two shillings and six pence. 

Colin Hamilton, a person taken with Captain Campbell, 
and confined in the Jail of this City, was, by order of the 
Board, discharged from his confinment. 

The following is the form of an Inlistment to be signed 
by the Volunteers, to be inlisted by Captain Proctor, viz : 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do voluntarily 
agree to enter in the service of the Province of Pennsylva- 
nia, to be instructed in the use and management of Artil- 
lery, commanded by such officers as now are, or may be 
hereafter, appointed by the Assembly of this Province, or 
Committee of Safety; and to be occasionally employed in 
such military duty and service in this, or the adjacent Pro- 
vinces, or the river Delaware, as the defence of this Pro- 
vince may hereafter require ; and for which they shall re- 
ceive the orders of either of the above Boards. 

Robert Towers reports his having received the follow- 
ing articles into store, viz: 

9 cwt. 3 qrs. 24 lbs. of Brass received from Amos Strettle; 
88 pounds Saltpetre, received from Messrs. Biddle, Ritten- 
house, and De Haven ; 7 bales and 30 pieces of Sail Cloth, 
1 bale of Red Flannel, and 22 pigs of Lead, received from 
Thomas Lawrence, vendue master; I barrel, 21 quarter 
barrels, 19 eighth barrels, weight 862£ lbs., Gunpowder^ 
received from Matthew Aspden, on account of Congress. 
That he has delivered 100 pounds Brass to Samuel Par- 
Jeer. 

Upon application of Robert Morris, Esq., for permis- 
sion to export the produce of these Colonies to the amount 
of a quantity of Powder imported by him, the following 
Certificate was granted, viz : 

These may certify, that Robert Morris, Esq., has per- 
mission to export in the produce of these Colonies, to the 
amount of two thousand and sixty-five pounds, sixteen 
shillings and seven pence, which sum is the amount of 
Gunpowder imported by him, and sold to this Committee. 

By order of the Committee : 

John Nixon, Chairman. 

Saturday, January 27, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, George 
Clymer, Samuel Miles, Joseph Reed, Owen Biddle, Tho- 
mas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Howell, Samuel Morris, Jun., 
John Cadwallader. 

Doctor Smith brought to this City, and confined by order 
of Congress, as a person inimical to the liberties of Ame- 
rica, was this day brought before the Board, and being 
examined, and found, from his own confession, to have 
acted an unfriendly part in the present dispute between 
Great Britain and these Colonies, was remanded to Jail, 
there to remain till the further orders of this Board, or the 
Congress. 
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TO THE PUBLICS. 

Massachusetts, January 1, I77G. 

There are two or three questions, which I pray the pub- 
lick would give their attention unto, viz : In what sense it 
must be taken, that the King can do no wrong? What is 
rebellion in a State? And whether, all things considered, 
. it is not the indispensable duty of the United Colonies of 
^America, immediately, to form themselves into an inde- 
pendent Constitution, or a Republick State? 

As to the firsf of these questions, it has been answered 
by some to this effect, viz : That the King does nothing, 
as King, but by his Ministers, and, therefore, whatever 
■w*rofi£ is done by the Administration of the King, must be 
^attributed to his Ministers, not to him. But, according to 
this, what does the King do, as King ? Why, nothing, 
neither right nor wrong. And what is the King, but an 
absolute nothing? But are there not some Royal acts, 
which are not properly Ministerial? What are the Royal 
Charters to the American Colonies, but such acts, seeing 
•they contain the sacred compact between the King and 
them, by virtue of which he is their King, and they his 
subjects ; and, also, the King's oath to protect them in the 
enjoyment of all the rights and privileges of Englishmen, 
and their oath of allegiance to obey him as King ? What 
was the present King's coronation oath, to maintain the 
British Constitution of Government and the Protestant 
religion inviolate in his empire, but another such act? And 
what is the King's assent to acts of Parliament, but a 
Royal act, not Ministerial ? And what if the King should 
give his Royal assent to an act of Parliament to establish 
the French laws and the Popish religion in (a part of) his 
empire, would he not violate his coronation oath ? And 
would not this be doing wrong ? Or, what if he should 
give his Royal assent to an act to raise a revenue on the 
Colonies without their consent ; to an act claiming supreme 
authority over the Colonies, to make laws binding on them, 
in all cases whatsoever; to an act to send ships-of-war to 
block up our harbours, restrain our trade, put a stop to 
bur fishery, and destroy our seaport towns; and armed 
men, by fire and sword, to carry into execution a number 
of acts of Parliament, contrived and framed to deprive the 
Colonies of their essential and constitutional rights and 
liberty? Would he not break his compact with, and vio- 
late his Royal faith to, the Colonists? And would not this 
be doing wrong? But, if it be granted (as to Adminis- 
tration) that the King does nothing, but by his servants or 
Ministers, how does such a distinction between the King 
and his Ministers, follow from thence, as to infer that, if 
there is any wrong done, it must not be attributed to the 
King, but to his Ministers only ? In ancient times, some 
were called good Kings, because they reigned well, did 
that which was right, ruled in righteousness. Others were 
called wicked Kings, because they did not do the thing 
that was right, did evil, made their people sin, cruelly op- 
pressed their subjects ; but now, it seems, Kings are neither 
good nor wicked, neither reign well nor ill, neither do 
what is right nor what is wrong — because they do all by 
their Ministers ! And why have we ascribed blame to 
Kings of the Stuart race, and pronounced some others of 
blessed memory ? 

But the proposition supposes that Kings do something, 
and what they do, they do by their Ministers ; then, it must 
follow that, whatever they do by their Ministers, is to be 
ascribed to them as their doing. And, if Kings do nothing 
but by their Ministers, then Ministers do nothing, as Min- 
isters, but the Royal pleasure; therefore, if Ministers, as 
Ministers, do wrong, the King does wrong, because he acts 
by them, and they do his pleasure in doing wrong. The 
King chooses his own Ministers, and they do all his plea- 
sure ; and, by the character of the men he chooses, and 
by the measures pursued in their administration, we are to 
judge and determine whether he is a good King or a wicked 
King. If he chooses none but friends to the British Con- 
stitution of Government and Protestant religion, men of wis- 
dom and integrity ; and, if all the measures they pursue in 
their administration tend to protect the people in the enjoy- 
ment of their laws, rights, and liberty; to discountenance 
vice; to encourage learning, virtue, and industry : to main- 
tain the Protestant religion ; to increase the wealth of the 
empire, and diffuse happiness to every part of it ; such a 



one is a good King, he rules in righteousness. But, if he 
chooses such men, only, as are enemies to the British 
Constitution and laws, (and the Protestant religion,) and 
the measures they pursue in their administration tend to 
deprive the people of their constitutional rights and liber- 
ty; to make the King an absolute despot; to involve the 
empire in confusion, contention, civil war, and bloodshed ; 
to plunge the nation in debt ; to protect murderers ; to en- 
courage vice and Popery, and discourage learning, virtue, 
and industry ; such a one is a wicked King. He does 
wrong with a high hand, even though he does all by his 
Ministers. 

But will it not be a more just answer to the question, to 
say, that the King, by the Constitution, is a nursing father 
to the people, a protector of their persons, their rights, 
their properties, and privileges ? Therefore, he cannot, as 
King, do his subjects wrong ; he has no constitutional au- 
thority to wrong any of them. As charity wrjrketh no ill, 
it cannot do it; it is inconsistent with its nature. That is 
not charity which worketh ill or doeth wrong ; so it is in- 
consistent with the constitutional authority or nature of the 
King to do wrong ; it is not the constitutional King that 
does wrong — that robs the people of their rights — that de- 
stroys their liberty and property, and seeks to make them 
absolute slaves. No ! No ! Such a one is a tyrant, a cha- 
racter diametrically opposite to that of a constitutional 
King. The tyrant always does wrong, by every act of his 
tyranny, whether performed by himself immediately, or 
by his Ministers ; and he may as really be a tyrant when 
he does all by his Ministers, as when he makes no qse of 
them. This answer is the sense of the grand Congress, 
in the following pertinent and comprehensive expressions, 
as I take it, viz: " We view him (i. e. the King) as the 
Constitution represents him ; that tells us, he can do no 
wrong. The cruel and illegal attacks which we oppose, 
have no foundation in the Royal authority." 

As to the second question, What is rebellion in a State ? 
Since it is asserted, by persons of the most extensive 
knowledge, " that rebellion is a term undefined and un- 
known in the law," I shall only attempt to give that idea 
of it which I have conceived by my own private reflections 
upon the nature of things. The being of a State or King- 
dom, as a body politick, is founded in the Constitution of 
that State or Kingdom. By the Constitution, all the con- 
stituent parts of the body politick are bound, in their seve- 
ral spheres, like the head and members of the human body, 
to seek the good of the whole ; and, when this is the case 
with King and subjects, ruler and ruled, magistrates and 
people, the body politick enjoys a well-being, like a human 
body in a state of health. To rebel, literally signifies to 
make or levy war ; and, properly, it signifies, that some of 
the constituent parts of the body politick are becoming 
inimical to the Constitution, and levy war against the well- 
being of the State. Like sickness in a human body, which 
assaults the constitution, to destroy the well-being of the 
body. If any number of the people oppose the constitu- 
tional laws of the State, and levy war against the constitu- 
tional authority of the King or magistrate, they declare 
themselves to be enemies to the well-being of the State, 
and are guilty of rebellion. So, likewise, if the King or 
magistrate degenerates into a tyrant, robs the people of 
their constitutional rights, and levies war against them, or 
any part of them, he declares himself to be an enemy to 
the well-being of the State, and is guilty of raising rebel- 
lion, tending to destroy, not only the well-being, but es- 
sential being of the State, as much as when a gangrene 
seizes any important member of the human body, it 
threatens the destruction of the whole body, if the infected 
member be not immediately amputated. And, in case of 
such a rebellion, the people are bound, by the Constitu- 
tion, to take up arms, in defence of the State, against the 
rebels, and cut them off, and not to spare the crowned 
head, when found heading a rebellion against the Constitu- 
tion, for he is an intestine enemy to the State. Will any 
say, did not David spare King Saul, his enemy, when he 
had an opportunity to have cut off his head, and contented 
himself with acting only on the defensive. Let such re- 
member, that the reason David gives for it is, because 
Saul was the Lord's anointed. But Protestants allow no 
King, now on earth, to be the Lord's anointed ; and we 
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ought to cut off a crowned head as soon as any other, 
when it becomes tyrannical, and raises rebellion in the 
State, tending to destroy its well-being. 

As to the third question, Whether, all things considered, 
it is not the indispensable duty of the United Colonies 
of America, immediately to form themselves into an inde- 
pendent Constitution, or a Republick State? I must pray 
those men of Issachar, the Members of the honourable 
Continental Congress, that they have understanding of the 
times, to know what these Colonies ought to do ; to consider 
whether the present time is not the proper nick of time 
for it ; whether the concurring circumstances in Divine 
Providence do not make it a present duty for laying a foun- 
dation of the well-being of the Colonies for many genera- 
tions ? Many things must be considered, in order to come 
to a determination ; particularly, whether these Colonies 
are not broken off from the British empire, by the imperi- 
ous, tyrannical, and usurping claim of the British Parlia- 
ment, with the Royal assent to it, of supreme authority 
over the Colonies, to make laws binding on them, in all 
cases whatsoever ; and by the grievous laws, and illegal 
attacks made, and cruel exertions put forth, in consequence 
of said claim, which stab, to the very heart, the sacred com- 
pacts between the King and the Colonies, in which their 
allegiance to the King, and union to the empire are founded ? 
It must also be considered, whether, whilst the United Co' 
Ionics have been crying and praying to the King, as chil- 
dren to a father, for redress of grievances, asking only 
for children's bread, the stipulated rights and privileges 
of Englishmen, they have not had in return a stone, a 
serpent, and a scorpion — their petitions refused, themselves 
declared rebels — armed ships and troops sent to kill, de- 
stroy, lay waste, and spread desolation, by fire and sword, 
from one end of the Colonies to the other? It must also 
be considered, whether, there are not grounds to conclude 
that the King is obstinately set and resolute, and the Par- 
liament determined to pour in troops in battle array against 
the Colonies next Spring, twenty, thirty, or fifty thousand, 
or asTtrany as they can procure, of Russians, Hanoverians, 
and Irish Catholicks, which, if they do, will be followed 
with much bloodshed, for we will be free, or die ? Whether 
we ought not to prevent the effusion of human blood as 
much as may be? And, if we should now enter into a 
Republick State, and declare our ports open for a free trade 
with every nation but that which is at war with us, whether 
the other nations will not, especially, such as suffer by the 
operation of these grievous acts of the British Parliament, 
cheerfully enter into an alliance with us, for the sake of 
enjoying our trade, which shall put an effectual stop to the 
hostile proceedings of the British Parliament against us ? 
It is true, there are some movings in England ; the City of 
London speaks well to the electors. But, what if they 
should proceed to instruct their Representatives, remon- 
strate, and petition for a repeal of all the grievous acts, 
&.C., &c, and all the towns, cities, &c, in England should 
follow their example; it must be considered whether, in 
this case, we should have the least reason to expect that 
the Parliament, or the King, would be moved to do any 
thing to the purpose, so long as a majority of the Mem- 
bers are under the thumb of the Ministry, by virtue of 
Ministerial pensions or bribes? Whether the Ministers do 
not know that they will be immediately impeached, and 
their beards in danger, if the Parliament should redress the 
American grievances ? They know, by experience, that 
money answers all things, and that they can carry what 
point they please in the Parliament by the force of it ; and 
nothing there will put a stop to their measures and pro- 
ceedings, but the rousing of the British Lion — the peo- 
ple's riling and betaking themselves to arms; this would 
do the business ! It must, therefore, be considered, 
whether we have any reasonable grounds to expect such 
an event will take place in the time of the present session 
of Parliament ? and though the rising of the people is the 
only probable expedient for preventing the destruction of 
the Kingdom, have we not more grounds to fear that the 
Ministry will, by craft, falsehoods, and the force of money, 
keep the people quiet and easy till the Kingdom is de- 
stroyed, and the Colonies too, if they continue to wait on 
them ? What wait ye for ? Is not every month's delay to 
look to ourselves, and to enter into such a state as pro- 
posed, dangerous ? 
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But, if we should soon have intelligence of things in 
England taking such an unexpected turn, as to set on 
foot a negotiation for accommodating matters between 
Great Britain and the Colonies, I would, in that case, 
earnestly; entreat the Colonies to take heed, and beware of 
every plan that shall be proposed, to see if it be not calcu- 
lated to weaken or break the present happy union of the 
Colonies ; or to preserve alive, some way, their claim of 
supreme authority over the Colonies ; as the proposal 
would, of dissolving the Colony- States, and uniting them 
all in one state with Great Britain, with liberty to send 
but an inconsiderable number of Representatives to the 
Parliament of Great Britain. As the King and Parlia- 
ment have broken us off from the British empire — drawn 
the sword offensively, and shed much blood, destroyed our 
trade, fishery, and a number of our seaport towns, and put 
us to infinite trouble and expense ; it is hoped these Colo- 
nies have wisdom and justice enough, for, and in behalf of 
themselves, not to sit down satisfied with only a repeal of 
the grievous acts, but insist upon reparation of the damage 
they have done us ; and if the Colonies should ever think 
fit to enter into compacts again with the King of England, 
to become his subjects, by receiving Royal charters from 
him, that they will take care to have the right of choosing 
all their officers, of making all their laws, and of disposing 
of all their own property, and taxing themselves only, with- 
out being subject to the control of any Stale or Power on 
earth, whatsoever, stipulated to them in the most express 
terms. As they have forced us to draw the sword of de- 
fence, and make our appeal to Heaven, God forbid that 
we should sheath it again, but on conditions of enjoying the 
rights and privileges of men, and of Englishmen, free and 
clear of any control of the British Parliament. 

Johannes in Eremq. 



TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD DARTMOUTH, SECRE- 
TARY OF STATE FOR AMERICA. 

Philadelphia, January 1, 1776, 

My Lord : You are the Minister of the American De- 
partment. You have the character of a religious man, a 
rare virtue in a modern statesman. It has become my duty 
and interest to address you on the present circumstances 
of affairs in America. I know the Americans well ; their 
strongest and ruling passion was their affection to their 
mother country; the honour, the glory, of Great Britain 
they esteemed as their greatest happiness ; a large portion 
of the same affection remains ; nothing but repeated inju- 
ries and injustice could have lessened it. My Lord, from 
a wanton and avaricious exercise of power, the Ministry of 
Great Britain have heaped injuries on the heads of the 
Americans, that no one period of history can parallel. 

The practice of the Egyptians, in smothering the chil- 
dren of the Israelites in the birth, the swords of Cortex and 
Pizarro, who slew millions of innocent Mexicans and 
Peruvians, the dreadful famine brought by the East-India 
Company upon the poor East-Indians, must all be brought 
into one scale, to serve as any sort of balance to the system 
of desolation that you, and your brother Ministers, are 
meditating, and daily practising, against the unhappy peo- 
ple of North- America. 

The elements, which the Providence of God hath given 
for all his creatures, you have the presumption to deprive 
them of. Fire, sword, famine, and desolation, show the 
vicinity of your fleets and armies ; children and servants 
are animated to rise and slaughter their benefactors. No 
species of cruelty, which the wit or malice of man or devils 
could devise, but are practised against the Americans. 

Do you believe in God, my Lord, and direct these things ? 
Do you believe that Corf made America as well ar Great 
Britain 1 If you do, ponder, consider well, what answer 
you will give, if you escape punishment in this world, when 
you come to be questioned before the Throne of God, for 
the destruction you have made of His creatures, the work 
of His hands, to whom he granted life and liberty, earth, 
air and water, equally as to yourself; and yet, presumptu- 
ous man, you have dared to counteract His providence! 
Have you conscience, my Lord? If you have, I would 
not, for the empire of a thousand worlds, be LortTDarf- 
viouth ! But, my Lord, it is not to awaken your conscience 
only, that I write you this letter ; the flame of civil war, by 
34 
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your management, hath extended far and wide in America; 
battles have been fought, numbers have been slain, and 
prisoners taken on both sides ; the Americans have in their 
possession ten for one, and among them many men of rank, 
Prescoit, Preston, Stopford, and others ; they are all 
treated with tenderness and regard, while the prisoners you 
have taken, are treated with severity, carried to England 
in irons, there, as it is said, to be tried, and, of course, con- 
demned and executed, or, in other words, under form of 
law, murdered ! 

My Lord, if there be any thing on earth, or in Heaven, 
that you respect, avoid that rock. You have Colonel Al- 
len, Captain Martindale, and some other prisoners ; the 
hour that it is known here that any of those prisoners are 
executed, the prisoners here will be sacrificed — nay, more, 
every English and Scotch adherent; dread, shun, and for- 
ever abandon such murderous intentions. The cries and 
vengeance of all the relations of those whose blood shall be 
shed in this manner, will surround you ; death and horror 
will be your constant companions, and the torments of the 
damned, even on earth, will await you. 

My Lord, this is but the beginning of sorrows. Take in 
good part what I write. It is truth, and intended for the 
benefit of Britain and America. 

An English American. 



PETITION OF DOCTOR BENJAMIN CHURCH TO CONTINENTAL, 
CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable the Members of Congress in Phila- 
delphia, Greeting: 

The Petition of Benjamin Church, Jun. 

May it please your Honours : 

Whereas, your petitioner was put under arrest, in Cam- 
bridge, on the 27th of September last, by his Excellency 
General Washington, where he was confined, a close pri- 
soner, till the 16th day of November; and your petitioner 
having inherited from Nature a feeble constitution, with a 
particular tendency to consumption, from which, with great 
difficulty, he escaped with life, a few years past, and has 
been compelled to observe the greatest caution ever since, 
respecting his diet, air, and exercise ; your petitioner being 
precluded, by his severe confinement, from that attention 
necessary to his preservation, was there attacked with his 
constitutional complaints : a straightness of the chest, in- 
cessant cough, and spitting of blood. 

On the 16th of November last, may it please your Hon- 
ours, your petitioner was removed, by order of your Hon- 
ours, into the Colony of Connecticut, to be further confined, 
and was committed, by command of his Honour the Go- 
vernour, and the honourable Committee, to Norwich Jail, 
in a close, narrow, dark, and noisome cell ; previous to his 
being lodged therein, a small grate (to the total exclusion 
of light and air) was nailed up. 

Deplorable, indeed, may it please your Honours, has 
been the event, to your petitioner. He had not been im- 
mured in this receptacle of misery but a few hours, when, 
from the weak state of his lungs, and the corrupt and stag- 
nant air of his cell, he began to labour for breath. In his 
insupportable distress, which was so great as repeatedly to 
force blood from his mouth and nostrils, he earnestly en- 
treated his jailer to open the grate, which he declined doing, 
as it would be a breach of his orders. The most violent 
convulsive asthma, with all the unspeakable agonies of 
instant strangulation, then took place. 

The keeper of the prison, being justly alarmed with 
apprehensions of the immediate death of your petitioner, 
hastened to his Honour the Governour, giving him an 
account of the distressed and dangerous situation of your 
petitioner. His Honour compassionately directed the grate 
to be opened. 

This, though a partial, proved but an ineffectual relief, 
as your unhappy petitioner, at frequent intervals, by day 
and by night, still struggles with the apprehensions of im- 
mediate death from suffocation. He has applied to Messrs. 
Tracey, Rogers, and Turner, Physicians, in the town, who 
concur in sentiment, that nothing but exercise, in a clear, 
elastic air, will contribute to his recovery. 

Your petitioner, to obtain the most speedy relief, which 
ihe urgency of his circumstances required, presented a peti- 



tion to the General Assembly of this Colony, for that pur- 
pose ; but the honourable Assembly judged it improper to 
act upon the matter, as the order of Congress for his con- 
finement was absolute. 

This, may it please your Honours, is but an imperfect 
representation of the accumulated distresses of your misera- 
ble petitioner. He most humbly beseeches your Honours 
to have compassion upon him. He considers, with min- 
gled grief and indignation, the precipitate step he has 
taken ; but appeals to the Searcher of all Hearts, that the 
letter, which has proved the unhappy occasion of his suf- 
ferings, is the only letter he ever wrote, to go into Boston. 
That offensive letter was designed as a political decoy for 
his brother Fleming; and, however equivocal or absurd it 
may appear to your Honours, was, indeed, dictated by an 
anxious concern for the distresses of his country. 

Your petitioner most earnestly entreats your Honours to 
permit him to retire to his distressed and necessitous fami- 
ly, in Taunton, and he will never cease to be grateful for 
your humanity and clemency ; and, should he be so happy 
as to recover his health, your Honours may be assured, it 
shall be his constant exertions, as it has ever been the first 
wish of his heart, to promote the welfare of his country. 

Your petitioner, may it please your Honours, would 
deprecate that any jealousy, respecting the integrity of his 
designs should possess the minds of your Honours; but, if 
he should be so greatly unhappy, he would request your 
Honours' permission, by the first opportunity, to leave the 
Continent ; but begs leave to plead with your Honours, to 
indulge him with an opportunity, by his future endeavours 
here, to redeem his injured reputation — to approve himself 
the same inflexible friend to the common rights, and to 
conciliate the esteem of his worthy countrymen. 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, 
he. Benjamin Church, Jun. 

Norwich Jaii, January 1, 1776. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon, January 1,1776. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge your two favours of the 
12th of last month. Captain McKay is, at present, at 
Hartford. He behaves politely. I believe he is more 
cautious and guarded. The younger Skene is fled. Go- 
vernour Skene is still at Hartford. I am sorry for Lieu- 
tenant Halsey's imprudence and misbehaviour. 

The Continental Congress desire me to transmit to you 
the rolls of the companies, in the three Connecticut Regi- 
ments, that went in the Northern department. I have given 
the Paymaster-General some few rolls that 1 had by me. 
Colonels Hinman and Waterbury have promised to send 
me their rolls soon. When received, I will transmit them 
to you. 

President Hancock informed me, that the prisoners from 
St. John's were to be sent to this town and Windham. I am 
not desirous of their company, and have heard of but few 
of them this way. 

I am, with proper salutations of this day, your obedient 
humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 

To the Honourable Major-General Schuyler. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, January 1, 1776. 

Sir: I received, the 20th of last month, your Excel- 
lency's favour of the 15th, enclosing a list of the officers 
and companies, under the new arrangement, with the num- 
ber of men inlisted ; and, at the same time, another of the 
17th, with the information, from several persons, who then 
had lately come out of Boston. I return my thanks for 
both. 

By accounts received from the various parts of the Co- 
lony, the Recruiting Officers, for the Continental service, 
have good success in inlisting men. 

The Assembly have granted Chaplains the same pay 
given last campaign, with the addition of forty shillings per 
month, each, to enable them to supply their pulpits. 

Brigadier-General Prescoit is not arrived. Shall give 
particular directions to prevent his escape, if he comes into 
this Colony. 
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The 23d, yours of the 14th of December came to hand, 
per Monsieurs Penet and De Pliarne. Every necessary 
assistance, for expediting their journey, was afforded, with- 
out delay ; they set out the next morning. You shall be 
made acquainted with the expense incurred on their ac- 
count, when the same is known. 

The 28th instant, at evening, our General Assembly 
adjourned. There is great unanimity in our common 
cause. Among others, they passed an act for raising and 
equipping one-fourth part of the Militia of this Colony, to 
be forthwith selected by voluntary inlistment, with as many 
other able-bodied, effective men, not included in any Mi- 
litia roll, as are inclined to inlist, to stand in readiness, as 
Minute-Men, for the defence of this, and the rest of the 
United Colonies, with proper encouragement. Another 
act, for restraining and punishing persons who are inimical 
to the liberties of this, and the rest of the United Colonies, 
and for directing proceedings therein. 

No person to supply the Ministerial army or navy; to 
give intelligence ; to inlist, or procure others to inlist in 
their service ; to undertake to pilot any of their vessels, or 
in any other ways to aid or assist them, on the penalty of 
forfeiting all his estate, and imprisonment in any of the jails 
in this Colony, not exceeding three years. No one to 
speak, write, &ic, against the doings of the honourable 
General Congress, or acts of our Assembly, on the penalty 
of being disarmed, and rendered incapable to hold or serve 
in any office, civil or military ; and be further punished, 
either by fine, imprisonment, disfranchisement, or to find 
surety of the peace and good behaviour. 

Any person or persons who put, or shall continue to 
hold, or screen themselves under the protection of the 
Ministerial army or navy, or aid or assist in carrying into 
execution the present Ministerial measures against Ameri- 
ca, their estates to be seized for the use of the Colony. 

A resolve to provide, so that we shall have two armed 
vessels, one of sixteen carriage-guns, the other fourteen; 
with a schooner, called the Spy, of four carriage-guns ; and 
four row-gallies. 

An act to exempt the polls of soldiers from taxes, for 
the last, and ensuing campaigns. 

Another act, for encouraging the manufactories of salt- 
petre and gunpowder. Hope to collect saltpetre, and 
manufacture a considerable quantity of gunpowder early in 
the Spring. 

The furnace, at Middlelown, is smelting lead, and likely 
to turn out twenty or thirty tons. Ore is plenty. 

Please to favour me with an account of the quantity of 
lead received from Crown-Point. From thence I received 
one hundred and eighty old gun-barrels, which are fitting 
up here, and will make one hundred and fifty stands of good 
arms. We are put to difficulty for gun-locks. Hearing 
that those stands taken in the ordnance store ship had each 
a spare lock, thought proper to mention to you, that if it 
be so, whether it may not be well to furnish a number for 
the arms fitting here. 

On the 29th, at evening, I met, at Hartford, on my 
returning from the General Assembly, yours of the 23d 
December, and immediately sent to Captain Wadsworth, 
a person employed by the Commissary-General, and much 
acquainted, to see if any blankets could be purchased, and 
found there are none. Many of our new inlisted men, I 
am told, will bring blankets with them, which they get from 
private families. Those lost at the Bunker-Hill fight were 
furnished in that manner; and our Minute-Men will supply 
themselves in that way : that I am very doubtful of success, 
if attempted. Lieutenant-Colonel Durlcee this day men- 
tioned to me your direction to him on this head. Shall lay 
the same before the Committee at our next meeting. 

Enclosed is copy of an act empowering the Commander- 
in-chief, &c, to administer an oath. Also, Minutes of the 
ordnance taken from the Ministerial troops at the several 
Northern posts, from the 1st of May to the 13th Novem- 
ber, 1775. :_ 

I remain, with great truth and regard, and with the pro- 
per salutations of this day, your Excellency's most obedi- 
ent, humble servant, J 0NATHAN Trumbull. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

P. S. Enclosed is a copy of a letter from President 
Wheelock, at Dartmouth College. 



At a General Assembly of the Governour and Compa- 
ny of the Colony of Connecticut, holden at New-Haven, 
by special order of the Governour, on the 14th day of 
December, 1775, 

An Act empowering the Commander-in-chief of the Con- 
tinental Army, or Officers commanding a detachment, or 
out-posts, &fc, to administer an Oath. 
Be it enacted, by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the same, That the Commander-in-chief of the 
Army raised, or to be raised, by this, and the rest of the 
United Colonies, or any Officer in the service of the said 
United Colonies, commanding any detachment or out-post, 
shall have power and authority to administer an oath, and 
swear any person or persons to the truth of any informa- 
tion or intelligence, or any other matters relative to the 
publick service. 

A true copy of record, examined by 

George Wyllys, Secretary. 

Minutes of the Ordnance taken from the Ministerial 
Troops, at the several Northern Posts, from the 1st of 
May to the 13th of November, 1775: 

No. Sizo. 

At the North and South Landings, at 
Lake-George, are fifty battering 
cannon, 24, 18, 12, and 9-pound- 
ers ; among them is one brass 24- 
pounder, - - - - - 50 

On the bridge, between Lake-George 
and Ticonderoga, are three 24- 
pounders, 3 24-pounders. 

At the same place is one 9-pounder, 1 9-pounder. 

On the flankers, bastions, redoubts, - 1 24-pounder. 

Place of parade, - 3 18-pounders. 

In and about the streets, - - 12 12-pounders. 

And at the edge of the Lake, at Ti- 
conderoga, are - - - - 13 9-pounders. 

And fifteen 6-pounders, - - - 15 6-pounders. 

There are are also eleven small field- 
pieces, or 4-pounders, - - 1 1 4-pounders. 



Total, 



109 cannon. 



On the bridge, between Lake-George 
and Ticonderoga, there were three 
very large iron mortars, one 12- 
inches, one 13J-inches, and the 
other 16-inches, ... 

Just in the edge of the water at Ti- 
conderoga, were three smaller mor- 
tars, one 6-inches, one 8-inches, and 
the other 8J, or 9-incbes, 

Total, 



3 mortars. 



3 mortars. 
6 mortars. 



There was also at Ticonderoga, one 

8-inch iron howitzer, - - 1 howitzer. 

There were, also, six small pieces of ar- 
tillery, some of which were mounted 
in a sort of frame, called, by some, 
French swivels, - - - 6 swivels. 

Artillery employed by Land, and on the Lake, in the siege 
of St. John's. 

No. Size. 
By land, three double-fortified 12- 
pounders, .... 3 12-pounders. 
Two 9-pounders, 2 9-pounders. 
Two double-fortified 6-pounders, - 2 6-pounders. 
Three 4-pounders, ... 3 4-pounders. 

Total by land, - - - - 10 cannon. 

Mortars — one 5-inches, one 8-inches, 
and one 13-inches ; and, on the last 
day of the siege, the three brass 
royals, taken at Chambly, were used. 
These were excellent mortars, of a- 
bout 4, 5, and 5 J inches in diameter, 6 mortars. 

By water, on board the schooner Li- 
berty, ----- 2 4-pounders.. 
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Two 2-pounders, - - - - 2 

And ten swivel-guns, - - - 10 
On board the sloop Enterprise, two 

brass 6-pounders, - - -2 

Four iron 3-pounders, - - - 4 

And eleven swivel-guns, - - 11 
On board the gondola Schuyler, one 

double-fortified 12- pounder, - 1 

And twelve swivel-guns, - - 12 

On board the gondola Hancock, one 

12-pounder, double-fortified, - 1 

And twelve swivel-guns, - - 12 



2-pounders. 
swivels. 

6-pounders. 

3-pounder3. 

swivels. 

12-pounder. 
swivels. 



12-pounder. 

swivels. 



Total, by water — 12 cannon, 45 swivels. 
Total, by land, and on the Lake— 22 cannon, 6 mortars, 
45 swivels. 

Brass and Iron Ordnance surrendered at St. John's, on 
the 2d of November, 1775. 

No. Size. 

Two brass 24-pounders, - - 2 24-pounders. 

One 12-pounder, 1 12-pounder. 

Four 6-pounders, ... 4 6-pounders. 

Five 4-pounders, - - - - 5 4-pounders. 

Eight 3-pounders, - 8 3-pounders. 



20 brass cannon. 



Total, 

Six iron 9-pounders, - 

One 8-pounder, - 

Eleven 6-pounders, - 

One 5-pounder, - 

One 4-pounder, - 

Two 3-pounders, - - - - 

Total, 

Total, cannon, brass and iron, 
Iron mortars, seven, viz : three, five 

and a half inches in diameter, 
And four, four and two-third inches 

in diameter. - 

Two 8-inch brass howitzers, - 

In the citadel, at Montreal, were taken 

ten neat iron cannon, 12 and 9- 

pounders, - 



The whole number of cannon, taken at St. John's and 
Montreal, is fifty-two. 

At St. John's, there were, when it was surrendered, pro- 
bably fifty tons of shot and shells, of all kinds ; a vast quan- 
tity of smoke-balls, of quick-match and cannon-cartridges, 
of all sizes. There were three or four large flour-barrels 
of cannon-cartridges, filled, and there were about forty 
thousand musket-cartridges. 

At Montreal, there were about one ton and a half, or 
two tons, of cannon-balls, 12 and 9-pounders. 

The whole of the Artillery, taken at the several posts, 
is: Total, Cannon, 183; total, Mortars, 19; total, How- 
itzers, 3 ; total, Swivel-Guns, 51. 
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GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

" Providence, January 1, 1776. 

Sir : Upon receipt of your Excellency's Letter of the 
23d ultimo, I employed two persons to apply to the house- 
keepers in this town, individually, for blankets for the Ar- 
my. They have collected about one hundred and eighty, 
which will be sent forward this day. It is full as large a 
number as I expected to procure, considering how we have 
been exhausted by supplies to various parts of the service. 
I shall immediately take measures for collecting more from 
the country towns. 

I refer your Excellency to General Lee for the particu- 
lars of his expedition to Rhode-Island, which I hope will 
be attended with beneficial consequences to the Colony. 

I received yours upon the subject of reinlisting the Army, 
but from the distressed state of the Colony, and the multi- 
plicity of business pressing me, was incapable of giving you 
a satisfactory answer; nor. can I, at present, do any thing 



more than renew my assurances of giving every assistance 
in my power to the service. 

I am, with truth and esteem, sir, your most obedient and 
most humble servant, Nicholas Cooke. 

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., General of 

the Armies of the United Colonies, 

P. S. You will receive by Mr. Coomes Hale, who car- 
ries the blankets, an account of the cost of them. I shall 
be obliged to your Excellency for giving orders for the pay- 
ment of it to him. By the same conveyance I send you 
a box and basket left for your Excellency by Mr. Penet, 
and the other French gentleman who accompanied him. 



JOHN SMITH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 

Providence, January 1, 1776. 

Sir: Agreeable to your desire, to his Honour the Go- 
vernour, what blankets could be collected in this town, are 
now sent you by Mr. Hale, who will give you the cost of 
them. The number sent is one hundred and eighty-two. 
Am sorry the number is so small, though believe that a 
quantity might be collected in the country towns in some 
little time. If you think it needful, please to let me know, 
and I will endeavour to procure them. 

I am, sir, your very humble servant, JoHN g MITH< 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

DOCTOR MORGAN TO THE PUBLICS. 

General Hospital, at Cambridge, January 1, 1776. 

Impressed with a lively sense of the spirit of patriotism 
which so eminently adorns the good people of this country, 
the subscriber, who is appointed to the chief direction of the 
sick and wounded, thinks it incumbent on him to make 
known the seasonable aid he has lately received from the 
towns of Concord, Bedford, first and second Parishes of 
Sudbury, Acton, Marlborough, Stow and Lincoln. The 
Hospital having, for some time past, been in great want of 
old linen for bandages, compresses, and lint, or fine tow for 
dressing ; saddler's or sole leather, and web, or gartering, for 
tourniquets ; of tape, thread, needles, pins, and other articles 
of a like nature; application was made to the inhabitants of 
the above-named places for a supply, at such prices as they, 
themselves, should think reasonable. No sooner were our 
wants thus made known to them, than with an alacrity and 
zeal truly characteristick of the people, the business of col- 
lecting those things was immediately undertaken by some 
of their Selectmen, and other proper persons. The Clergy, 
in particular, engaged warmly in the work. To their pious 
and animated exhortations, from the sacred desk, may be 
ascribed much of that Christian charity, and those laudable 
effusions of philanthropy which were manifested on this oc- 
casion, and which cannot fail to secure to them the esteem 
of thepublick,and to reflect a lasting honour on their attach- 
ment to the cause of liberty, and the rights of human na- 
tur. What they could, they furnished with an unsparing 
hand ; offers of pay they nobly rejected, preferring the 
conscious pleasure that arises from deeds of charity to every 
selfish, sordid gratification that interest inspires; an in- 
stance of benevolence worthy of admiration ! Neither is its 
importance limited by the intrinsick value of the donation; 
it holds up a proper example of imitation to others. 

Ever since the first establishment of a Military Hospital 
among us, there has been too great a scarcity of these essen- 
tial articles ; and though the present supply is truly liberal, 
in respect to the numbers who furnished it, yet its salutary 
influence cannot be lasting, unless it is still continued from 
other quarters. May we not, therefore, expect a spirit of 
emulation will be kindled in every humane breast, and an 
affectionate concern to yield all possible assistance to the 
wants and distresses of the sick soldiery ? Men who cheer- 
fully, and hourly, expose their lives for their country's wel- 
fare, and who amidst the destructive rage of battle, willingly 
encounter danger, in all its shapes, for its defence, may, 
surely, challenge the compassion of those who reap the ad- 
vantage of their courage, without any of that risk which is 
inseparable from it. Can it be once doubted, then, whether 
the inhabitants of other places will be backward to contri- 
bute what need to cost them so little, towards laying in a 
sufficient store of those articles, to secure against all future 
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apprehensions of further scarcity or want of them ? But 
whilst they are of a low price in themselves, yet money 
cannot always purchase them, and from their exceeding 
utility, in cases of need, they become of inestimable value. 
As it is impracticable for the subscriber to make personal 
application to people at a distance, to furnish a supply of 
what is wanted of this sort for the patients in the Hospital, 
he hopes all printers of the publick news will be pleased to 
give this address a place in their papers. He also flatters 
himself, the Committees established in different places, es- 
pecially, in large towns, will be pleased to set on foot a 
further collection of such of the articles enumerated, as may 
be most easy for them to procure, especially, old sheets and 
soft worn linen ; and to forward the same to the camp with 
all possible despatch. The expense of conveyance, if any, 
will be cheerfully paid, and the generous donors may rest 
assured their contributions will be managed with the strictest 
care to prevent waste, and meet with due acknowledgment 
from their humble servant, j?hn MqrgaN) 

Director General of the Continental Hospital, 
and the chief Physician to the Army. 

N. B. Blankets are greatly wanted for the Hospital ; for 
which a suitable price will be given, if sent to Cambridge. 
Any persons having blankets to dispose of, who live at a 
distance, if they will be so kind as to send notice thereof 
by the post, mentioning the quality and price of them, 
shall have an immediate answer. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO WINTHROP SARGENT, AGENT. 

Headquarters, January 1, 1776. 

Sir : You being recommended to his Excellency as a 
proper person to transact the business of the several armed 
vessels fitted out, or to be fitted at the Continental expense, 
will be pleased to consider what follows as your Instruc- 
tions : 

1st. When any of the Continental vessels put into Cape 
Ann, you are to supply them with such necessaries as are 
absolutely wanting. When any prize is sent in, you are 
without delay to go on board, receive all the papers on 
board, and transmit them, by express, to Head-Quar- 
ters. 

2d. You are to make out an inventory of the cargo, as 
near as you can from the papers found on board, or infor- 
mation from the Master or Mate of the prize ; all possible 
care that can be taken must be used to prevent any em- 
bezzlement of the cargo, or of the captain's, crew's, or 
passengers', private property, which must be given up to 
them, except some extraordinary circumstances should 
arise, to make an alteration of this order necessary. 

3d. All sailors belonging to a prize to be detained with 
you, or sent to neighbouring towns, where you may think 
them more secure, until you receive orders from Head- 
Quarters for the further disposal of them. 

4th. All prisoners of whatever rank, or denomination, 
to be treated with the utmost humanity and tenderness. 

5th. As you are appointed a Continental agent only, if 
the officers and men choose to appoint an agent for their 
one-third of any prize taken, they may do so, in that case 
you are to permit him to take a copy of all papers relating 
to the cargo, and when the vessel is discharged, you must 
give unto said agent a copy of what was on board. 

6th. Hulls of all vessels taken, with all their appurte- 
nances, to be carefully laid up in a secure port until further 
orders. 

7th. Whatever advice you at any time have, respecting 
the armed vessels, or prizes, that is material, you will send 
up to Head-Quarters by suitable opportunities. 

8th. Forasmuch as the port of Cape Ann lies conveni- 
ent for the armed vessels to run into, when in want of pro- 
visions, and other necessaries, you will lay in, on the most 
reasonable terms, twelve barrels of beef, and twelve barrels of 
pork ; twenty barrels of bread, will be ordered to you from 
Beverly, where a quantity is reserved for the use of the 
armed vessels; and, as you supply any vessels with a part 
of these articles, you are to replace them, so as always to 
keep that quantity on hand ; you must take the steward's 
receipt for every thing you supply, 

9th. As the harbour of Cape Ann is not looked upon as 
safe to lay up any prizes or their cargoes, you must, as soon 



as possible, have such as may be brought in there, sent up 
to Beverly, where William Bartlett, Esq., is, by his Ex- 
cellency, appointed an agent. You and Mr. .Barrett must 
agree amongst yourselves about the terms upon which you 
will do business, for each, of this sort. The commission 
allowed to all agents, is two and one-half per cent, on sales 
of any prizes, &c, and the same on the amount of provi- 
sions and necessaries supplied the vessels with. 

10th. In making up your accounts, you are to remem- 
ber that the original bills or invoices are to be sent as 
vouchers ; that your own account is to be general, and at 
the bottom, an affidavit of the justice of your account. 
This is not done from any jealousy or suspicion, but that 
the utmost satisfaction may be given the country, and that 
all agents may be on the same footing. 

You will at all times give the utmost despatch, and if 
any irregularity, misconduct, or negligence in the officers 
of any vessels, you are desired to give immediate informa- 
tion to the General. 

Should any of the vessels unnecessarily remain in port, 
you are to give orders to the Commander to proceed forth- 
with to sea ; should he refuse, you are to demand his rea- 
sons, and transmit them to Head-Quarters. 

By his Excellency's command. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONELS HOWE AND WOOD- 
FORD TO THE VIRGINIA CONVENTION, DATED NORFOLK, 

ten o'clock, t. W., JANUART 1, 1776. 

Between three and four o'clock, a severe cannonade 
began from all the shipping, under cover of which they 
landed small parties, and set fire to the houses on the 
wharves. The wind favoured their design, and we believe 
the flames will become general. In the confusion which 
they supposed would ensue, they frequently attempted to 
land ; but this, by the bravery of our officers and men, we 
have hitherto prevented, with only a few men wounded on 
our side, and, we persuade ourselves, with a good deal of 
loss on theirs. Their efforts, and our opposition, still con- 
tinue. We have stationed ourselves in such a rn = anner as 
will, we believe, render every thing but burning the houses 
ineffectual. We wait with impatience your further orders, 
and are, respectfully, &c. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL HOWE TO THE 
VIRGINIA CONVENTION, DATED NORFOLK, JANtJARI 2, 
1776. 

The cannonade of the town began about a quarter after 
three, yesterday, from upwards of one hundred pieces of 
cannon, and continued till near ten, at night, without inter- 
mission ; it then abated a little, and continued till two, this 
morning. Undercover of their guns they landed, and set fire 
to the town in several places near the water, thoughour men 
strove to prevent them all in their power ; but the houses 
near the water being chiefly of wood, they took fire im- 
mediately, and the fire spread with amazing rapidity. It 
is now become general, and the whole town will, 1 doubt 
not, be consumed in a day or two. Expecting that the fire 
would throw us into confusion, they frequently landed, and 
were every time repulsed, I imagine with loss, but with 
what loss I cannot tell ; the burning of the town has made 
several avenues, which yesterday they had not, so that they 
may now fire with greater effect; the tide is now rising, 
and we expect at high water another cannonade, 

[ have only to wish it may be ineffectual as the last ; for 
we have not one man killed, and but a few wounded. I 
cannot enter into the melancholy consideration of jhe wo- 
men and children running through a crowd of shot to get 
out of the town, some of them with children jat their 
breasts; a few have, I hear, been killed; does it not call for 
vengeance, both from God and man ? It is but justice to 
inform you, that I had the pleasure to find every officer 
ready to execute orders at a moment's warning, and that 
the men behaved with steadiness and spirit. Colonel Ste- 
vens went down at my command, and headed some men 
near the water, where he engaged a party who_ had land- 
ed, with a spirit and conduct of a good officer. Of my 
friend, Colonel Woodford, it is almost needless to speak, 
but I cannot avoid expressing, that I received from him 
every assistance which conduct and spirit could give me. 
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J5XTRACT OF A LETTER_FROM COLONEL. ELJL JOT TO COLONEL 
^ 1>ATRICK\HENRY, DATED HAMPTON, JANUARY 5, 1776. 

Enclosed you have the copy of a letter from Colonel 
Woodford to me, dated three o'clock yesterday, since 
which a snow and two small vessels have gone up to Nor- 
folk. She appeared to have a great many men on board, 
but was not a vessel of war. There are three others (one 
a brig) in the bay this morning coming up, which Captain 
Barron has just gone to look after. Some little time after 
my express left Norfolk with the enclosed, a very heavy 
firing began, and continued chief part of the night ; and a 
Considerable fire was discovered there about dark, which 
Continued burning many hours. 

Norfolk, January 4, 1776, three o'clock, P. M. 
About quarter past three, on Monday afternoon, the 
whole fleet began a heavy cannonade, which lasted seven 
hours, without any intermission, and, indeed, continued, off 
and on, till last night, since which we have been tolerably 
jrjuiet. Under the fire of their ships, they landed in many 
places, and set fire to the houses on the wharves. In these 
attempts, many of them, we are certain, were killed, and 
never failed being repulsed by our people. We had not a 
man killed, and only five or six wounded, one supposed 
mortally ; and two or three women and children are said 
to be killed. Providence certainly interfered in our favour, 
or more, lives must have been lost. They once landed and 
got into the streets with field-pieces, but were beat hack 
with loss, and no execution done by their fire. Nine- 
tenths of the town are destroyed, but the fire is now out. 

WilliamsbuTgh, January 5, 1776. 
I hope our countrymen will not be at all dispirited 
at the destruction of Norfolk, but rather rejoice that half 
the mischief our enemies can do us, is done already. 
They have destroyed one of the first towns in America ; 
land the only one, except two or three, in Virginia, 
which carried on any thing like a trade. We are only 
sharing part of the sufferings of our American brethren, 
and can now glory in having received one of the keen- 
est strokes of the enemy, without flinching. They have 
done their worst, and to no other purpose than to harden 
our soldiers, and learn them to bear, without dismay, all 
the most formidable operations of a war, carried on by a 
powerful and cruel enemy, to no other purpose than to 
give the world specimens of British cruelty and American 
fortitude, unless it be to force us to lay aside that childish 
fondness for Britain, and that foolish, tame dependance 
on her. We had borne so long with the oppression of an 
ungenerous restriction of our trade, of a restriction, in 
some instances, which seemed calculated merely as badges 
of our subjection, and had been contented so long with 
barely refusing to purchase commodities, which they had 
taxed for the purpose of raising a revenue in America, 
that our patience and moderation served but to encourage 
them to proceed to greater lengths. To greater lengths 
ttiey have proceeded, as far as the proudest tyrant's lust of 
despotism, stimulated by cruelty, a rancorous malice, and 
an infernal spirit of revenge, could hurry them. How 
sunk is Britain! Could not Britons venture to wage war 
with Americans, till they were told that Americans were 
cowards — till they had disarmed them, or had, as they 
thought, put it out of their power to procure arms ; nor 
even then, without the assistance of Roman Catholicks and 
Indians, and endeavouring to raise amongst us a domestick 
enemy? Was this like a brave and generous nation ? If 
they were lost to all the feelings of Britons, for men con- 
fending for the support of the British Constitution — if they 
were determined to conquer America, why did they not 
attempt it like Britons 1 Why meauly run about to the 
different Powers of Europe, entreating them not to assist 
lis? Why make use of every base and inhuman strata- 
gem, and wage a savage war, unknown amongst civilized 
nations? Surely, whoever has heard of Carleton's, Con- 
nolly's and Dumnore's plots against us, cannot but allow 
that they must have been authorized by a higher power ; 
and whoever believes this, cannot but wish to be, instantly 
and forever, removed from under such a power, and to be 
guarded most effectually against it. Most freely would I 
cut the Gordian knot which has hitherto so firmly bound 



us to Britain, and call on France and Spain for as- 
sistance against an enemy who seem bent on our destruc- 
tion, but who, blessed be the God of Hosts, have been 
baffled in most of their attempts against us, been chastised 
in all, and have made many attacks upon us, without being 
able to kill a single man. An AMERICAy> 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A MIDSHIPMAN ON BOARD 
HIS MAJESTY'S SHIP OTTER, COMMANDED BY CAPTAIN 
SQUIRE, DATED JANUARY 9, 1776. 

December 9. — Our troops, with about sixty townsmen 
from Norfolk, and a detachment of sailors from the ships, 
among whom I had the honour to march, set out from 
Norfolk to attack, once more, the Rebels at the Great- 
Bridge, who had been lodged there some time, and had 
erected a breastwork opposite to our fort on their side of 
the river. We arrived at the fort half an hour after three, 
in the morning, and after refreshing ourselves, prepared to 
attack the Rebels in their intrenchments. 

Captain Squire, ever ready to assist my Lord in the 
publick cause, had sent his gunners and men to manage 
two pieces of cannon who were in the front, and ordered 
to begin the attack. But how can it be supposed, that 
with two hundred men we could force a strong intrench- 
ment, defended by at least two thousand ? Yet this was 
attempted, and we marched up to their works with the in- 
trepidity of lions. But alas! we retreated with much 
fewer brave fellows than we took out. Their fire was so 
heavy, that, had we not retreated as we did, we should 
every one have been cut off. Figure to yourself a strong 
breastwork built across a causeway, on which six men only 
could advance abreast ; a large swamp almost surrounded 
them ; at the back of which were two small breastworks 
to flank us in our attack on their intrenchments. Under 
these disadvantages, it was impossible to succeed; yet our 
men were so enraged, that all the entreaties, and scarcely 
the threats of their officers, could prevail on them to re- 
treat, which at last they did. The cannon were secured 
within the fort. We had sixty killed, wounded, and taken 
prisoners ; among whom were the gallant Captain Fordice 
of the Grenadiers of the Fourteenth Brigade, Lieutenants 
Napier and Leslie, and Lieutenant Batut. wounded and 
taken prisoner; men all universally esteemed, and for whom 
all shed tears. We set out on our return to Norfolk about 
seven o'clock in the evening, at which place we arrived at 
twelve, and the soldiers were embarked on board vessels 
prepared for that purpose. 

December 14. — The Rebels having now nothing to ob- 
struct their passage, arrived and took possession of Norfolk, 
and in the evening saluted us with a volley of small-arms : 
which, the next morning, I was sent on shore to their com- 
mander to inform him, that, if another shot was fired at the 
Olter, they must expect the town to be knocked about 
their ears. 

January 9. — The detested town of Norfolk is no more ! 
Its destruction happened on New-Year's day ! About four 
o'clock in the afternoon the signal was given from the Li- 
verpool, when a dreadful cannonading began from the three 
ships, which lasted till it was too hot for the Rebels to 
stand on their wharves. Our boats now landed and set fire 
to the town in several places. It burnt fiercely all night, 
and the next day ; nor are the flames yet extinguished ; 
but no more of Norfolk remains than about twelve houses, 
which have escaped the flames.* 



FROM THE VIRGINIA GAZETTE, PRINTED ON BOARD THE 
SHIP DUNMORE, LYING OFF NORFOLK. 

Norfolk, Ship Dnnmore, January 15, 1776. 

Soon after the arrival of the Liverpool frigate from 
England, Captain Bellew sent a flag of truce, and de- 
manded to be informed, whether His Majesty's ships-of- 
war would be supplied from the shore with provisions. 
The reply being in the negative, and the ships in the har- 

* The town of Norfolk, in Virginia, which was lately burnt by the 
Liverpool, man-of-war, and her attendants, was the largest town in the 
whole Province. It contained near four times the number of houses 
in Williamsbvrgh, the capital, and might bo compared to Reading, in 
Berkshire, with regard to the extent of its site, and the scale of its 
population. The lieb^ls, therefore, have sustained a very severe loss 
in its destruction ; and we are very well assured, that this loss has 
already not a little cooled the fever of Virginian patriotism. 
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bour being continually annoyed by firing from the Rebels, 
out of that part of the town next the water, rendered it 
necessary to destroy if, and dislodge them from the houses 
they occupied, directly under the muzzles of the ship's 
guns. Accordingly, previous notice being given to the in- 
habitants, in order that the women, children, and innocent 
persons, might have time to remove out of danger, on the 
1st instant, about four o'clock in the afternoon, the Liver- 
pool, frigate, the Otter and Kingfisher, sloops-of-war, with 
the Governour's ship, Dunmore, began to cannonade the 
town, and, in the mean time, a few men were landed itl 
boats, who set fire to the houses next the water. 

As the wind was moderate, and from the shore, it was 
judged with certainty that the destruction would end with 
that part of the town next the water, which the King's 
ships meant only should be fired ; but the Rebels cruelly 
and unnecessarily completed the destruction of the whole 
town, by setting fire to the bouses in the sireets back, 
which were before safe from the flames. 

The ill-judged and misapplied fury, discharged upon the 
weak and the innocent, was not confined to the town. The 
country around, for several days, was illuminated with the 
fires of the houses they burnt, amongst which is the distil- 
lery, about three miles from the town, a work of great 
value and publick utility, with a large stock of rum and 
molasses. 

The ships continued firing, with intervals, till about ten 
o'clock next morning, during which the ardour of the men 
could not be repressed ; and, notwithstanding all possible 
care taken to prevent them, a few boats went on shore, 
where they exchanged some shot with the enemy's parties, 
and had three or four men slightly, and one mortally, 
wounded. Several accounts concur, that the enemy had 
eighteen killed, and about forty men wounded. 



me. I procured, of a gentleman in the Colony of New- 
York, the plan of a powder-mill, which I lately sent to 
Mr. Revere. I hope it may be of some use. 

I have time, at present, only to request you to write to 
me by the post, and to assure you that I am your affection- 

ale friend ' Samuel Adams. 

To Elbridge Gerry, Esq. 



PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOUR TRYON. 

By his Excellency William Tryon, Esq., Captain- Gene- 
ral, and Governour-in-chief, in and over the Province 
of New-York, and the Territories thereon depending, 
in America, Chancellor, and Vice-Admiral of the 
same. 

A Proclamation.* 
Whereas, the General Assembly of this Province stands 
prorogued to the first day of February, now next ensuing, 
I have thought fit for His Majesty's service, and I do, with 
the advice of His Majesty's Council, and by virtue of the 
powers and authority unto me granted by His Majesty, 
dissolve the said General Assembly ; and the said General 
Assembly are hereby dissolved, accordingly. 

Given under my hand, and seal at arms, in the City of 
New-York, the second day of January, one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-six, in the sixteenth year of the 
reign of our Sovereign Lord, George the Third, by the 
grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth. 

William Trton. 
By his Excellency's command : 

Samuel Bayard, Jun., Dep. Secretary. 
God save the King. 



SAMUEL ADAMS TO ELBRIDGE GERRY. 

Philadelphia, January 2, 1776. 

My dear sir: Your very acceptable letter of the 13th 
of December is now before me. Our opinions of the ne- 
cessity of keeping the military power under the direction 
and control of the legislative, I always thought were alike. 
It was far from my intention, in my letter to you on the 
subject, to attempt the correcting any imagined error in 
your judgment, but rather, shortly to express my own ap- 
prehensions at this time, when it is become necessary to 
tolerate that power, which is always formidable, and has so 
often proved fatal to the liberties of mankind. 

It gives me great satisfaction to be informed, that the 
members of the House of Representatives are possessed of 
so warm a spirit of patriotism, as that " an enemy to Ame- 
rica may as well attempt to scale the regions of bliss, as to 
insinuate himself into their favour." Whatever kind of 
men may be denominated enemies to their country, cer- 
tainly he is a very injudicious friend to it, who gives his 
suffrage for any man to fill a publick office, merely because 
he is rich ; and yet, you tell me, there are recent instances 
of this in our Government. Iconfess,it mortifies me great- 
ly. The giving such a preference to riches, is both dis- 
honourable and dangerous to a Government. It is, indeed, 
equally dangerous, to promote a man to a place of publick 
trust, only because he wants bread ; but I think it is not so 
dishonourable, for men maybe influenced to the latter from 
the feelings of humanity; but the other argues a base, de- 
generate, servile temper of mind. I hope our country will 
never see the time, when either riches, or the want of 
them, will be the leading considerations in the choice of 
publick officers. Whenever riches shall be deemed a 
necessary qualification, ambition, as well as avarice, will 
prompt men most ardently to thirst for them; and, it will 
be commonly said, as in ancient times of degeneracy, 
Qucerenda pecunia primum est, 
Virtus post numraos. 

" Get money, money still, 

And then let Virtue follow, if she will." 

I am greatly honoured, if my late letter has been accept- 
able to the House. I hope the Militia Bill, to which that 
letter referred, is completed to the satisfaction of both 
Houses of the Assembly. 

The account you give me of the success our people met 
with in the manufacture of saltpetre, is highly pleasing to 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO COLONEL WYNKOOP. 

Albany, January 2, 1776. 

Sir: Captain Billings will deliver you the officers that 
were made prisoners in Canada, I do not hesitate a, mo- 
ment to apply to you, on this occasion, as I have had ex- 
perience of your attention to promote the service. You 
will be so good as to forward the officers and their baggage 
to Trenton, together with the baggage of the St. John's 
garrison, the officers' servants, and four or five men to take 
care of the baggage ; all the other men, women, and chil- 
dren, you will please to desire the Committee to canton, 
agreeable to my request of the 13th ultimo. 

Should the snow fall when you arrive at Delaware, and 
the river not be navigable, and no possibility of going 
down on the ice, you will leave the baggage, and proceed 
with the officers and their servants, to Trenton, from 
whence you will please to repair to Congress, and report 
what you have done in prosecution of this request. 

The officers are now on their parole of honour ; but, 
when you take them in charge, you will request them to 
renew their parole, agreeable to my former orders. 

The expenses run so high, that the greatest economy is 
to be used in conveying these troops. 

I am, sir, your humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To Colonel Wynkoop. 

[general Washington] to general ward. 

Cambridge, January 2, 1776. 

Sir : In answer to yours of this date, by Mr. Pope, I 
am to inform you, by his Excellency's command, that he 
desires you to send a captain, two subalterns, and fifty 
men, to take charge of the military stores, provisions, &c, 
at Squantum, and to remain there till further orders. 

I am, sir, he. 
To Major-General Ward. 

* New. York, January 11, 1776. — On the 2d instant the Governour 
issued a proclamation to dissolve the Assembly of this Colony, and 
writs were issued for a new election of Representatives of the people, 
to serve in General Assembly. The Sheriff of this City and County, 
has published an advertisement, giving notice to the freemen and free- 
holders of the same, that he has appointed Thursday, the first day of 
February next, for them to meet, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, on the 
green, near the Work. House, in the city, to elect four members to repre- 
sent them in General Assembly. The advertisement expresses it thus : 
To the Representatives of the said City and County, to assist the Cap- 
tain-General, or Commander-in-Chief, in a General Assembly. 
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-v: * V-vv^ftJ-i By THE KlljG, 

A Proclamation, for encouraging Seamen to enter them- 
selves on board His Majesty's Ships of War. 

George R. 

Whereas, it is our Royal intention to give all due en- 
couragement to all such Seamen who shall voluntarily enter 
themselves in our service, we have thought fit, by and with 
the advice of our Privy Council, to publish this, our Roy- 
al Proclamation ; and we do hereby promise and declare, 
that all such able Seamen, not above the age of fifty, nor 
under the age of eighteen years, fit for our service, who 
shall, on or before the twenty-ninth day of February next, 
voluntarily enter themselves to serve in our Royal Navy, 
either with the captains or lieutenants of our ships, or the 
chief officers on board such tenders as shall be employed 
for raising men for the service of our Navy, shall receive, 
Hi our Royal bounty, the sum of forty shillings, each man ; 
a.nd all such ordinary seamen, fit for our service, who shall 
s t o. enter themselves, as aforesaid, shall receive the sum of 
twenty shillings, each man, as our Royal bounty : such re- 
spective sums to be paid them by the respective clerks of 
the Cheque, residing at the ports or places where the ships 
into which they shall be entered shall be, immediately after 
the third muster of such seamen. 

And we do declare, that the qualifications of the Seamen 
sp entering themselves, as aforesaid, shall be certified by the 
captain, master, and boatswain of the ship or vessel where 
they shall enter. 

And, for prevention of any abuses, by any persons leav- 
ing the vessels to which they shall belong, and entering 
themselves on board any other ships or vessels, in order to 
obtain the said bounty money, we do hereby declare and 
command, that such Seamen, belonging to any of our ships 
or vessels, as shall absent themselves from any of the said 
ships or vessels, to which they shall belong, and shall enter 
themselves on board any other of our said ships or vessels, 
in order to obtain the said bounty, shall not only lose the 
wages due to them in the ships or vessels they shall leave, 
But also be severely punished, according to their demerits. 

Given at our Court, at St. James's, the third day of 
January, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, in 
the sixteenth year of our reign. 

God save the King. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BRISTOL, JANUARY 3, 1776. 

The rifleman, who was brought a prisoner here from 
Quebeck, being taken in crossing the river St. Lawrence, 
is confined in Bridewell. He is a Virginian, about six 
feet high, stout, and well proportioned. His behaviour is 
nianly, but very modest. He was drafted from his corps, 
at Cambridge, to go on Arnold's expedition. His dress 
is a loose dress of coarse woollen, adapted to that cold 
climate, for which his regimentals were exchanged, or 
rather, taken from him, at Quebeck. 

He says the pay of his corps was forty shillings currency 
per month, regularly paid (about twenty-five shillings ster- 
ling) in dollars, out of which they found their clothes. He 
was a fortnight in the camp, where, he says, every thing 
was in good order, provisions plenty, and exact discipline. 
He can strike a mark, with the greatest certainty, at two 
hundred yards distance. He has the heavy, Provincial 
pronunciation, but otherwise speaks good English. The 
account lie gives, is, that the troops, in general, are such 
kind of nien as himself, tall, and well proportioned. He 
tv^s 1 very clear and explicit in his answers, which he deli- 
vered with great modesty, but entirely free from any fear 
for the consequences of his being brought to England. 

He was. discharged on Saturday, as there were no 
grounds lor his commitment. 

JAMES HOGG, AGENT FOR TRANSYLVANIA, [TO COLONEL 
RICHARD HENDERSON.] 

Dear Sir: On the 2d of December, I returned hither 
from Philadelphia; and I have now set down to give you 
an account of my embassy, which you will be pleased to 
communicate to the other gentlemen, our copartners, when 
you have an opportunity. I waited for Messrs. Hooper 
and Hewes a day and a half at Richmond, but they were 
detained % rainy weather for several days, so that they did 



not overtake me till I was near Philadelphia, where I was 
kept two days by heavy rain, though they had it dry where 
they were. It was the 22d of October, when we arrived 
at Philadelphia. In a few days they introduced me to 
several of the Congress gentlemen, among the first of whom 
were, accidentally, the famous Samuel and John Adams; 
and as I found their opinion friendly to our new Colony, I 
showed them our map, explained to them the advantage 
of our situation, &c, he. They entered seriously into the 
matter, and seemed to think favourably of the whole ; but 
the difficulty that occurred to us soon appeared to them. 
" We have petitioned and addressed the King," said they, 
" and have entreated him to point out some mode of ac- 
commodation. There seems to be an impropriety in em- 
barrassing our reconciliation with any thing new; and the 
taking under our protection a body of people who have acted 
in defiance of the King's proclamations, will be looked on 
as a confirmation of that independent spirit with which we 
are daily reproached." I then showed them our memorial, 
to convince them that we did not pretend to throw off our 
allegiance to the King, but intended to acknowledge his 
sovereignty whenever he should think us worthy of his re- 
gard. They were pleased with our memorial, and thought 
it very proper; but another difficulty occurred. By looking 
at the map, they observed that we were within the Virgi- 
nia Charier. I then told them of the fixing their bounda- 
ries, what had passed at Richmond in March last, and that I 
had reason to believe the Virginians would not oppose us ; 
however, they advised me to sound the Virginians, as they 
would not choose to do any thing in it without their consent. 

All the Delegates were, at that time, so much engaged 
in the Congress from morning to night, that it was some 
days before I got introduced to the Virginians ; and before 
then, 1 was informed that some of them had said, whatever 
was their own opinion of the matter, they would not con- 
sent that Transylvania should be admitted as a Colony and 
represented in Congress, until it originated in their Conven- 
tion, and should be approved by their constituents. Some 
days after this, I was told that Messrs. Jefferson, Wythe, 
and Richard Henry Lee, were desirous of meeting with 
me, which was accordingly brought about ; but, unfortu- 
nately, Mr. Lee was, by some business, prevented from 
being with us, though 1 had some conversation with him 
afterwards. I told them that the Transylvania Company, 
suspecting that they might be misrepresented, had sent me 
to make known to the gentlemen of the Congress, our 
friendly intentions towards the cause of liberty, &c, &c, 
but said nothing of our memorial, or my pretensions to a 
seat in Congress. They said nothing in return to me, but 
seriously examined our map, and asked many questions. 
They observed that our purchase was within their Charter, 
and gently hinted, that, by virtue of it, they might claim the 
whole. This led me to take notice, that a few years age, 
as I had been informed, their Assembly had petitioned the 
Crown for leave to purchase from the CheroJcees, arid to fix 
their boundaries with them, which was accordingly done, 
by a line running from six miles east of the long island in 
Holston, to the mouth of the Great-Kenhawa, for which 
they had actually paid twenty -five hundred pounds to the 
Cherokees ; by which purchase, both the Crown and their 
Assembly had acknowledged the property of those lands 
to be in the Cherokees. Besides, said I, our settlement of 
Transylvania will be a great check on the Indians, and, 
consequently, be of service to the Virginians. 

They seemed to waive the argument concerning the 
right of property; but Mr. Jefferson acknowledged, that, 
in his opinion, our Colony could be no loss to the Virgi- 
nians, if properly united to them ; and said, that if his ad- 
vice was followed, all the use they should make of their 
Charter would be, to prevent any arbitrary or oppressive 
Government to be established within the boundaries of it; 
and that it was his wish to see a free Government established 
at the back of theirs, properly united with them ; and that 
it should extend westward to the Mississippi, and on each 
side of the Ohio, to their Charter line. But he would not 
consent that we should be acknowledged by the Congress, 
until it had the approbation of their constituents in Conven- 
tion, which he thought might be obtained ; and that, for that 
purpose, we should send one of our Company to their next 
Convention. Against this proposal, several objections oc- 
curred to me, but I made none. 
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Enclosed, I send you a copy of a sketch by John Adams, 
wbich I had from Richard Henry Lee. 



This was the substance of our conference, with which I 

acquainted our good friends, Messrs. Hooper and Hewes, 

who joined me in opinion that I should not push the mat- 

ter further; and they hinted to me, that, considering the . /-wo . „ „f n„7„™„/„. 

' .. , J . r a , ■ ,i .i u, ;? .,.„= A Journal of the Proceedings of the House of Delegate* 

present very critical situation or affairs, they thought it was ^ •>««»««<. <y * <; * ,-£/„„„ „r Td^viviui. 

u r . i „ ,„4 „,;,u tu«, m Tkfcorronilcmcn <"" Representatives of the Colony oj JLransylvania, 

better for us to be unconnected with them. I nese gentlemen 



acted a most friendly part all along, and gave a favourable 
account of our proceedings. Indeed, 1 think the Company 
under great obligations to them, and 1 hope they will take 
it under their consideration. 1 was frequently with parties 
of the Delegates, who, in general, think favourably of our 
enterprise. All the wise ones of them, with whom I con- 
versed on the subject, are clear in opinion, that the pro- 
perty of the lands are vested in us by the Indian grant ; 
but some of them think, that by the common law of Eng- 
land, and by the common usage \n America, the sovereignty 
is in the King, agreeable to a famous law opinion, of which 
I was so fortunate as to procure a copy. The suffering 
traders, and others, at the end of last war, obtained a large 
tract of land from the Six-Nations, and other Indians. 
They formed themselves into a company, (called, I be- 
lieve, the Ohio.) and petitioned the King for a patent, and 
desired to be erected into a Government, His Majesty 
laid their petition before Lord Chancellor Camden and Mr, 
Charles Yorke, then Attorney-General, and afterwards 
Chancellor. Their opinion follows: " In respect to such 
places as have been, or shall be acquired by treaty or giant 
from any of the Indian Princes or Governments, your Ma- 
jesty's letters patent are not necessary; the property of the 
soil vesting in the grantee by the Indian grants, subject only 
to your Majesty's right of sovereignty over the settlements, 
as English settlements, and over the inhabitants as Eng- 
lish subjects, who carry with them your Majesty's laws 
wherever they form Colonies, and receive your Majesty's 



begun on Wednesday, [Tuesday] the 23d o/May, in 
the year of our Lord Christ 1775, and in the fifteenth 
year of the reign of His Majesty George the Third, 
King of Great Britain. 

The Proprietors of said Colony having called and re- 
quired an election of Delegates or Representatives to be 
made, for the purpose of legislation, or making and ordain- 
ing laws and regulations for the future conduct of the inha- 
bitants thereof, that is to say, for the town of Boonesborough, 
six members; for Harrodsburgh, four; for the Boiling- 
Spring Settlement, four ; for the town of St. Asaph, four ; 
and appointed their meeting for the purpose aforesaid, on 
the aforesaid 23d of May, Anno Domini, 1775, and, 

It being certified to us here this day by the Secretary, 
that the following persons were returned as duly elected 
for the several towns and settlements, to wit : 
For Boonesborough: Squire Boone, Daniel Boone, Wil- 
liam Cocke, Samuel Henderson, William Moore, and 
Richard Calloway. 
Harrodsburgh : Thomas Slaughter, John Lythe, Va- 
lentine Harmond, and James Douglass. 
Boiling-Spring Settlement : James Hanoi, Nathan 

Hammond, Isaac and Azariah Davis. 
The Town of St. Asaph : John Todd, Alexander Spots- 
tvood Dand ridge, John Floyd, and Samuel Wgod. 

Present : Squire Boone, Daniel Boone, Samuel Hen- 
derson, William Moore, Richard Calloway, Thomas 
Slaughter, John Lythe, Valentine Harmond, James Doug- 



protection by virtue of your Royal charters." Alter an l asSf J ame s Hanoi, Nathan Hammond, Isaac Hite, Aza 



opinion so favourable for them, it is amazing that this Com 
pany never attempted to form a settlement, unless they 
Could have procured a charter, with the hopes of which, it 
seems, they were nattered, from time to time. However, 
our example has roused them, I am told, and they are now 
setting up for our rivals. Depending on this opinion, ano- 
ther company of gentlemen, a few years ago, purchased a 
tract between the forks of the Mississippi and Ohio, be- 
ginning about a league below Fort- Chartres, and running 
over towards the mouth of the Wabash ; but whether or 
not their boundary line is above or. below the mouth of the 
Wabash, the gentleman who showed me their deed could 
not tell, as it is not mentioned, but is said to terminate at 
the old Shaiuanese town, supposed to be only thirty-five 
leagues above the mouth of the Ohio. And the said com- 
pany purchased another larger tract, lying on the Illinois 
River. It was from one of this company that I procured 
a copy of the above opinion, which he assured me was a 
genuine one, and is the very same which you have heard 
was in possession of Lord Dunmore, as it was their com- 
pany who sent it to him, expecting he would join them. 

1 was several times with Mr. Dtunc, of Connecticut, the 
gentleman of whom Mr, Hooper told you, when here. He 



riah Davis, John Todd, Alexander Spolswood Dandridge, 
John Floyd, and Samuel Wood, who took their seals at 
Convention. 

The House unanimously chose Colonel Thomas Slaugh- 
ter Chairman, and Mauin-w Jeweii Clerk ; and after divine 
service was performed by the Reverend John Lythe, the 
House waited on the Proprietors, and acquainted them that 
they had chosen Mr. Thomas Slaughter Chairman, and 
Matthew Jewett Clerk, of which they approved ; and, 

Colonel Richard Henderson, in behalf of himself and 
the rest of the Proprietors, opened the Convention with a 
speech, a copy of which, to prevent mistakes, the Chair- 
man procured. 

Ordered, The same Speech be read. 

Read the same, which is as follows : 

Mr. Chairman, and Gentlemen of the Convention: 

You are called and assembled at this time for a noble 
and an honourable purpose — a purpose, however ridiculous 
or idle it may appear at first view, to superficial minds, yet 
is of the most solid consequence; and if prudence, firm- 
ness, and wisdom, are suffered to influence your councils 
and direct your conduct, the peace and harmony of thou- 



says he will send some people to see our country; and if sands may be expected to result from your deliberations ; in 
their report be favourable, he thinks many Connecticut peo- short, you are about a work of the utmost importance to the 
pie will join us. This gentleman is a scholar, arid a man well-being of this country in general, in which the interest 
of sense and enterprise, and rich ; and, I am apt to believe, and security of each and every individual is inseparably 
has some thoughts of heading a party of Connecticut ad- connected ; for that State is truly sickly, politically speak- 
venturers, provTding things can be made agreeable to him. ing, whose laws or edicts are not careful, equally, of the 
He is reckoned a good man, and much esteemed in Con- different members, and most distant branches, which con- 
gress ; but he is an enthusiast in liberty, and will have stitute the one united whole. Nay, it is not only a sole- 
nothing to do with us unless he is pleased with our form of cism in politics, but an insult to common sense, to attempt 
Government. He is a great admirer of the Connecticut the happiness of any community, or composing laws for 



Constitution, which he recommended to our consideration ; 
and was so good as to favour me with a long letter on that 
subject, a copy of which is enclosed. You would be amazed 
to see how much in earnest all these speculative gentlemen 
are about the plan to be adopted by the Transyhanians. 
They entreat, they pray, that we may make it a free Go- 
vernment, and beg that no mercenary or ambitious views 
in the Proprietors may prevent it. Quit-rents, they say, 
is a mark of vassalage, and hope they shall not be es- 
tablished in Transylvania. They even threaten us with 
their opposition, if we do not act upon liberal principles 
when we have it so much in our power to render ourselves 
immortal. Many of them advised a law against Negroes. 
Fourth Series. — Vol. it. 35 



their benefit, without securing to each individual his full 
proportion of advantage arising out of the general mass ; 
thereby making his interest (that most powerful incentive to 
the actions of mankind) the consequence of obedience. 
This, at once, not only gives force and energy to legislation, 
but as justice is, and must be eternally the same, so your 
laws, founded in wisdom, will gather strength by time, and 
find an advocate in every wise and well disposed person. 

You, perhaps, are fixing the palladium, or placing the 
first corner stone of an edifice, the height and magnificence 
of whose superstructure is now in the womb of futurity, and 
can only become great and glorious in proportion to the 
excellence of its foundation. These considerations, gen- 
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tlemen, will, no doubt, animate and inspire you with senti- 
ments worthy the grandeur of the subject. 

Our peculiar circumstances, in this remote country, sur- 
rounded on all sides with difficulties, and equally subject to 
ori6 cffmrnon danger, which threatens our common over- 
throw, must, I think, in their effects, secure to us an union 
of interests, and, consequently, that harmony in opinion, so 
essential to the forming good, wise, and wholesome laws. 

If any doubt remain amongst you with respect to the 
force or efficacy of whatever laws you now, or hereafter 
make, be pleased to consider that all power is origi- 
nally in the people; therefore, make it their interest, by 
impartial and beneficial laws, and you may be sure of their 
inclination to see them enforced. For it is not to be sup- 
posed that a people, anxious and desirous of having laws 
made, who approve of the method of choosing Delegates or 
Representatives, to meet in General Convention for that 
purpose, can want the necessary and concomitant virtue to 
carry them into executiou. 

.: Nay, gentlemen, for arguments' sake, let us set virtue, 
for a moment, out of the question, and see how the matter 
will then stand. You must admit, that it is, and ever will 
be, the interest of a large majority, that the laws should ba 
esteemed and held sacred. If so, surely this large majo- 
rity can never want inclination or power to give sanction 
and efficacy to those very laws which advance their inte- 
rest and secure their property. And now, Mr. Chairman, 
and gentlemen of the Convention, as it is indispensably 
necessary that laws should be composed for the regulation 
of our conduct — as we have a right to make such laws 
without giving offence to Great Britain, or any of the 
American Colonies — without disturbing the repose of any 
society or community under Heaven — if it is probable, 
nay, certain, that the laws may derive force and efficacy 
from out mutual consent, and that consent resulting from 
our own virtue, interest, and convenience, nothing remains 
but to set about the business immediately, and let the 
event determine the wisdom of the undertaking. 

Among the many objects that must present themselves 
for your consideration, the first in order must, from its im- 
portance, be that of establishing courts of justice or tribu- 
nals, for the punishment of such as may offend against the 
jaws you are about to make. As this law will be the chief 
corner-stone in the groundwork or basis of our Constitu- 
tion, let us, in a particular manner, recommend the most 
dispassionate attention, while you take for your guide as 
much of the spirit and genius of the laws of England, as 
can be interwoven with those of this country. We are all 
Englishmen, or, what amounts to the same, ourselves and 
our fathers have, for many generations, experienced the 
invaluable blessings of that most excellent Constitution, 
and surely we cannot want motives to copy from so noble 
an original. 

Many things, no doubt, crowd upon your minds, and 
seem equally to demand your attention. But next to that 
of restraining vice and immorality, surely nothing can be 
of more importance than establishing some plain and easy 
method for the recovery of debts, and determining matters 
of dispute with respect to property, contracts, torts, inju- 
ries, &c. These things are so essential, that if not strictly 
attended to, our name will become odious abroad, and our 
peace of short and precarious duration. It would give 
honest and disinterested persons cause to suspect that 
there was some colourable reason, at least, for the unwor- 
thy and scandalous assertions, together with the groundless 
insinuations contained in an infamous and scurrilous libel 
lately printed and published, concerning the settlement of 
this country, the author of which avails himself of his sta- 
tion, and, under the specious pretence of proclamation, 
pompously dressed up and decorated in the garb of autho- 
rity, has uttered invectives of the most malignant kind, 
and «adeavours to wound the good name of persons, whose 
moral character would derive little advantage by being 
placed in computation with his, charging them, amongst 
other things equally untrue, with a design of " forming an 
asylum for debtors, and other persons of desperate circum- 
stances ;" placing the proprietors of the soil at the head of 
a lawless train of abandoned villains, against whom the 
regal authority ought to be exerted, and every possible 
measure taken to pst an imuaediate atop to so dangerous 
an enterprise. 



I have not the least doubt, gentlemen, but that your 
conduct, in this Convention, will manifest the honest and 
laudable intentions of the present adventurers, whilst a con- ' 
scious blush confounds the wilful calumniators and officious 
detractors of our infant, and, as yet, little community. 

Next to the establishment of courts or tribunals, as well 
for the punishment of publick offenders, as the recovering 
of just debts, that of establishing and regulating a Militia 
seems of the greatest importance. It is apparent that, 
without some wise institution, respecting our mutual de- 
fence, the different towns or settlements are, every day, 
exposed to the most imminent danger, and liable to be 
destroyed at the mere will of the savage Indians. No- 
thing, I am persuaded, but their entire ignorance of our 
weakness and want of order, has, hitherto, preserved us 
from the destructive and rapacious hands of cruelty, and 
given us an opportunity, at this time, of forming secure, 
defensive plans, to be supported and carried into exe- 
cution by the authority and sanction of a well-digested 
law. 

There are sundry other things highly worthy your 
consideration, and demand redress, such as the wanton 
destruction of our game, the only support of life amongst 
many of us, and for want of which the country would be 
abandoned ere to-morrow, and scarcely a probability re- 
main of its ever becoming the habitation of any Christian 
people. This, together with the practice of many foreign- 
ers, who make a business of hunting in our country, killing, 
driving off, and lessening the number of wild cattle and 
other game, whilst the value of the skins and furs is appro- 
priated to the benefit of persons not concerned or interest- 
ed in our settlement. These are evils, I say, that 1 am 
convinced cannot escape your notice and attention. 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Convention : You 
may assure yourselves that this new-born country is an 
object of the most particular attention of the Proprietors 
here on the spot, as well as those on the other side of the 
Mountains, and that they will most cheerfully concur in 
every measure which can, in the most distant and remote 
degree, promote its happiness or contribute to its gran- 
deur. D 

Richard Henderson. 

May 23, 1775. 

Ordered, That Colonel Calloway, Mr. Lythe, Mr. 
Todd, Mr. Dandridge, and Mr. Samuel Henderson, be a 
Committee to draw up an answer to the Proprietors' 
Speech. 

May 25, 1775, 

Mr. Todd produced to the House an Answer (drawn up 
by the Committee) to the Proprietor's Speech, and being 
approved of by the Committee, 

Ordered, That Mr. Todd, Mr. Cocke, and Mr. Bar- 
rod, wait on the Proprietors with an answer to their Ad- 
dress, which is as follows : 

Colonel Richard Henderson and Company : 

Gentlemen : We received your speech with minds 
truly thankful for the care and attention you express to- 
wards the good people of this infant country, whom we 
represent. Well aware of the confusion which would en- 
sue the want of rules for our conduct in life, and deeply 
impressed with a sense of the importance of the trust our 
constituents have reposed in us, though labouring under a 
thousand disadvantages, which attend prescribing remedies 
for disorders which already call for our assistance, as well 
as those that are lodged in the womb of futurity ; yet the 
task, arduous as it is, we will attempt with vigour, not doubt- 
ing but unanimity will ensure us success. 

That we have an absolute right, as a political body, 
without giving umbrage to Great Britain or any of the 
Colonies, to frame rules for the government of our little 
society, cannot be doubted by any sensible, unbiased 
mind ; and, being without the jurisdiction of, and not an- 
swerable to, any of His Majesty's courts, the constituting 
tribunals of justice shall be a matter of our first contempla- 
tion ; and, as this will be a matter of the greatest impor- 
tance, we will still keep in the genius and spirit of the 
English laws, which happy pattern it shall be our chief 
care to copy after. 

Next to the restraint of immorality, our attention shall 
be directed towards the relief of the injured, as well as the 
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creditor ; nor will we put it into the power of calumny and 
scurrility to say, that our country is an asylum for debtors, 
or any disorderly persons. 

Nor shall we neglect, by regulating a Militia, as well as 
the infancy of our country will permit, to guard against the 
hostilities and incursions of our savage enemies, and, at the 
same time, to be cautious to preserve the game of our 
country, so essentially necessary for the subsistence of the 
first adventurers. 

Conscious, gentlemen, of your veracity, we cannot ex- 
press the satisfaction we experience, that the Proprietors of 
this promising Colony are so ready to concur with us in 
any measure which may tend to promote its happiness 
and contribute to its grandeur. 

Thomas Slaughter, Chairman. 

To which Colonel Henderson returned the following 
Answer : 
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Convention: 

From the just sense of the nature and importance of the 
trust reposed in you by your constituents, and your laud- 
able and truly patriotick resolution of exerting your abili- 
ties in the service of your country, we derive the most 
sanguine hopes. 

Arduous as the task is, every difficulty must give way to 
perseverance, whilst your zeal for the publick good is tem- 
pered with that moderation and unanimity of opinion so 
apparent in your conduct. 

We, gentlemen, look with infinite satisfaction on this 
happy presage of the future felicity of our infant country, 
and hope to merit a continuation of that confidence you are 
pleased to express in our veracity and good intentions. 

While our transactions have credit for the integrity of 
our desires, we cannot fail uniting with the Delegates of 
the good people of this country, fully persuaded that the 
Proprietors are zealously inclined to contribute every thing 
in their power, which may tend to render it easy, prosper- 
ous, and flourishing. n u 

' ° Kichard Henderson. 

For himself and the Company. 

On motion made, Ordered, That Mr. Todd have leave 
to bring in a bill for the establishment of Courts of Judica- 
ture, and regulating the practice therein. 

Ordered, That Mr. Todd, Mr. Dandridge, Mr. Calloicay 
and Mr. Henderson, do bring in a bill for that purpose. 

On motion of Mr. Douglass, leave is given to bring in a 
bill for Regulating a Militia. 

Ordered, That Mr. Floyd, Mr. Harrod, Mr. Cocke, 
Mr. Douglass, and Mr. Hite, be a Committee for that 
purpose. 

On motion of Mr. Daniel Boone, leave is given to bring 
in a bill for Preserving Game, &c. 

Ordered, That Mr. Boone, Mr. Davis, Mr. Harmon, 
Mr. Hammond, and Mr. Moore, be a Committee for that 
purpose. 

The Bill for establishing Courts of Judicature, and regu- 
lating the practice therein, brought in by the Committee, 
and read by Mr. Todd, and passed the first time ; ordered 
to be referred for a second reading. 

The Bill for establishing and Regulating a Militia, 
brought in by the Committee, read by Mr. Floyd, ordered 
to be read by the Clerk, passed the first time; ordered to 
be referred for a second reading. 

The Bill for Preserving Game, brought in by the Com- 
mittee, ordered to be read by the Clerk, read, and passed 
the first time, and ordered to be referred for a second read- 
ing. 

Ordered, That the Convention be adjourned until to- 
morrow, six o'clock. 

May 26, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

Mr. Robert McAfee appointed Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms bring John Guess 
before this Convention, to answer for an insult offered Col- 
onel Richard Calloway. 

The Bill for Regulating a Militia, read the second time, 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

The Bill for Establishing Courts of Judicature, and re- 
gulating the practice therein, read a second time, ordered 



to be recommitted ; and that Mr. Dandridge, Mr. Todd, 
Mr. Henderson, and Mr. Calloway, be a Committee to 
take it into consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Todd, leave is given to bring in an 
Attachment Bill. 

Ordered, That Mr. Todd, Mr. Dandridge, and Mr. 
Douglass, be a Committee for that purpose. 

The Bill for Establishing Writs of Attachment, read by 
the Clerk, and passed the first time; ordered to be referred 
for a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Dandridge, leave is given to bring in 
a bill to ascertain Clerks' and Sheriffs', Fees. 

The said Bill was read, and passed the first time ; ordered 
to be referred for the second reading. 

On motion made by Mr. Todd, Ordered, That Mr. 
Todd, Mr. Lythe, Mr. Douglass, and Mr. Hite, be a Com- 
mittee to draw up a compact between the Proprietors and 
the people of this Colony. 

On motion of Mr. Lythe, leave is given to bring in a bill 
to Prevent Profane Swearing and Sabbath Breaking. The 
same was read by the Clerk ; 

Ordered, That it be recommitted, and that Mr. Lythe, 
Mr. Todd, and Mr. Harrod, be a Committee to make 
amendments. 

Mr. Guess was brought before the Convention, and 
reprimanded by the Chairman. 

Ordered, That Mr. Todd and Mr, Harrod wait on the 
Proprietors, to know what name for this Colony would be 
agreeable. . 

Mr. Todd and Mr. Harrod reported, that it was their 
pleasure that it should be called Transylvania. 

The Bill for ascertaining Clerks' and Sheriffs' Fees, read 
a second time, passed, and ordered to be engrossed, 

The Attachment Bill read a second time, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

A Bill for Preserving Game, read the second time, and 
passed ; ordered to be recommitted, and that Mr. Todd, 
Mr. Boone, and Mr. Harrod, be a Committee to take it 
into consideration. 

The Militia Bill read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Todd, leave is given to bring in a bill 
for the Punishment of Criminals. 

Ordered, That Mr. Todd, Mr. Dandridge, and Mr. 
Lythe, be a Committee for that purpose. 

The Bill for establishing Courts of Judicature, and regu- 
lating the practice therein, read a second time, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Boone, leave is given to bring in a 
bill for Improving the breed of Horses. 

Ordered, That Mr. Boone, Mr. Davis, and Mr. Ham- 
mond, bring in a bill for that purpose. 

The Bill for ascertaining Clerks' and Sheriffs' Fees, read 
a third time, and passed. 

The Bill for establishing Writs of Attachment, read a 
third time, and passed. 

On motion, Ordered, That Mr. Todd have leave to 
absent himself from this House. 

The Bill for the Punishment of Criminals, brought in by 
the Committee, read by the Clerk, passed the first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time. 

The Bill for establishing Courts of Judicature, and regu- 
lating the practice therein, read the third time with amend- 
ments, and passed. 

The Bill for Improving the breed of Horses, brought ru- 
by Captain Boone, read the first time, passed, and ordered 
to be for consideration, &tc. 

Ordered, That the Convention adjourn until to-morrow, 
six o'clock. 

May 27, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

The Bill to Prevent Profane Swearing and Sabbath 
Breaking, read the second time, with amendments; ordered 
to be engrossed. 

The Bill for the Punishment of Criminals, brought in 
and read, passed the second time; ordered to be engross- 
ed. 
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The BT11 for the Improvement of the breed of Horse? 
was read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Harrod, Mr. Boone, and Mr. 
Cocke, wait on the Proprietors, and beg they will not in- 
dulge any person whatever in granting them Lands on the 
present terms, unless they comply with the former propo- 
sals of settling the country, &c. 

On motion of Squire Boone, leave is given to bring in 
a bill to Preserve the Range. 

Ordered, That he have leave to bring in a bill for that 
purpose. 

The following Message was received from the Proprie- 
tors, to wit : 

To give every possible satisfaction to the good people, 
your constituents, we desire to exhibit our title deed from 
the Aborigines and first owners of the soil in Transylvania, 
and hope you will cause an entry to be made of the exhibition 
in your journals, including the corners and abutments of the 
lands or country contained therein, so that the boundaries 
of our Colony may be known and kept on record. 

Richard Hendersok. 

Transylvania, May 27, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. Todd, Mr. Douglass, and Mr. 
Hite, inform the Proprietors that their request will be com- 
plied with. 

To which Colonel Henderson, in behalf of himself and 
Company, produced his Deed, which is bounded and abut- 
ted as follows, viz : 

Beginning on the Ohio River, at the mouth of the 
Cantuckey Chinoa, or what, by the English, is called 
Louisa River ; from thence running up the said river, and 
the most northwardly branch, to the head Spring thereof; 
thence a southeast course to the top ridge of Powell's 
Mountain ; thence weslwardly along the ridge of Powell's 
Mountain, unto a point from which a northwest course will 
strike or hit the head Spring, or the most southwardly 
branch of Cumberland River; thence down the said river, 
including all its waters, to the Ohio River; thence up the 
said river to the beginning. 

A Bill for Preserving the Range, brought in by the Com- 
mittee and read, passed the first time ; ordered to be laid 
by for second consideration. 

The Bill to Prevent Profane Swearing and Sabbath- 
Breaking, read the third time, and passed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Calloway and Mr. Cocke wait on 
the Proprietors with the Laws that have passed, for their 
perusal and approbation. 

The Committee appointed to draw up the Compact be- 
. t ween the Proprietors and the People, brought in and read 
it, as follows, viz : 

Whereas, it is highly necessary, for the peace of the 
Proprietors and the security of the People of this Colony, 
that the powers of the one and the liberties of the other 
be ascertained, we, Richard Henderson, Nathaniel Hart, 
and J. Luttrell, on behalf of ourselves, as well as the 
other Proprietors of the Colony of Transylvania, of the 
one part, and the Representatives of the People of said 
Colony, in Convention assembled, of the other part, do 
most solemnly enter into the following contract or agree- 
ment, to wit : 

1. That the election of Delegates in this Colony be an- 
nual. 

2. That the Convention may adjourn, and meet again 
on their own adjournment: Provided, That, in cases of 
great emergency, the Proprietors may call together the 
Delegates before the time adjourned to ; and, if a majority 
do not attend, they may dissolve them, and call a new one. 

3. That, to prevent dissension and delay of business, 
one Proprietor shall act for the whole, or some one dele- 
gated by them for that purpose, who shall always reside in 
the Colony. 

4. That there be perfect religious freedom and general 
toleration : Provided, That the propagators of any doc- 
trine or tenets, evidently tending to the subversion of our 
laws, shall, for such conduct, be amenable to, and pu- 
nished by, the civil courts. 

5. That the Judges of the Superior or Supreme Courts 
■ be appointed by the Proprietors, but be supported by the 

People, and to them be answerable for their malconduct. 



6. That the quit-rents never exceed two shillings, ster- 
ling, per hundred acres. _" " ' 

7. That the Proprietors appoint a Sheriff, who shall be 
one of three persons recommended by the Court. 

8. That the Judges of the Superior Courts have, with- 
out fee or reward, the appointment of the Clerks of this 
Colony. 

9. That the Judges of the Inferior Courts be recom- 
mended by the people, and approved by the Proprietors, 
and by them commissioned. 

10. That all other civil and military officers be within 
the appointment of the Proprietors. 

11. That the office of Surveyor-General belong to no 
person interested, or a partner, in this purchase. 

12. That the legislative authority, after the strength 
and maturity of the Colony will permit, consist of three 
branches, to wit: The Delegates, or Representatives, 
chosen by the people; a Council, not ^exceeding twelve 
men, possessed of landed estate, who reside in the Colony; 
and the Proprietors. 

13. That nothing, with respect to the number of Dele- 
gates from any town or settlement, shall, hereafter, be 
drawn into precedent, but that the number of Representa- 
tives shall be ascertained by law, when the state of .the 
Colony will admit of amendment. 

14. That the Land Office be always open. 

15. That commissions without profit, be granted with- 
out fee. 

16. That the fees and salaries of a)l officers appointed 
by the Proprietors, be settled and regulated by the laws of 
the country. 

17. That the Convention have the sole power of raising 
and appropriating all publick moneys, and electing their 
Treasurer. 

18. That, for a short time, till the state of the Colony 
will permit to fix some place of holding the Convention, 
which shall be permanent, the place of meeting shall be 
agreed upon between the Proprietors and the Convention. 

To the faithful, and religious, and perpetual observance 
of all and every of the above articles, the said Proprietors, 
on behalf of themselves, as well as those absent, and the 
Chairman of the Convention, on behalf of them and their 
constituents, have hereunto interchangeably set their hands, 
and affixed their seals, the twenty-seventh day of May, 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six. 

Richard Henderson, [seal.] 
Nathaniel Hart, [seal] 

J. Luttrell, [seal.] 

T. Slaughter, Chair'n, [seal.] 

A Bill for Improving the breed of Horses, read the third 
time, and passed. 

The Bill for the Punishment of Criminals, read the third 
time, and passed. 

The Bill to Preserve the Range, read the second time, 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Lylhe wait on Colonel Henderson, 
and the rest of the Proprietors, with the Bill for establish- 
ing Courts of Justice, and regulating the practice therein. 

The Bill to Preserve the Range, read the third time, 
and passed. 

Ordered, That Colonel Calloway wait on the Proprie- 
tors, with the Bill for Preserving the Range. 

Ordered, That a fair copy of the several Bills, passed 
into laws, be transmitted to every Settlement in this Colony 
that is represented. 

Ordered, That the Delegates of Boonesborough be a 
Committee, to see that all the Bills that are passed be trans- 
scribed, in a fair hand, into a book for that purpose. 

Ordered, That the Proprietors be waited on by the 
Chairman, acquainting thern that all the Bills are ready for 
signing. 

The following Bills this day passed and signed by the 
Proprietors, on behalf of themselves and their partners, and 
the Chairman of the Convention, on behalf of himself and 
the other Delegates : 

1. An Act for establishing Courts of Jurisdiction, and 
regulating the practice therein. 

2. An Act for regulating a Militia. 

3. An Act for the Punishment of Criminars. 
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4. An Act to Prevent Profane Swearing and Sabbath 
Breaking, 

5. An Act for Writs of Attachment. 

6. An Act for ascertaining Clerks' and Sheriffs' Fees. 

7. An Act lo Preserve the Range. 

8. An Act for Improving the breed of Horses. 

9. An Act for Preserving Game. 

All the above-mentioned Acts were signed by the Chair- 
man and Proprietors, except the Act for ascertaing Clerks' 
and Sheriffs' Fees, which was omitted, by the Clerk's not 
giving it with the rest. 

Ordered, That, at the next meeting of Delegates, if 
*ny mCmber bo absent, and doth hot attend, that the peo- 
ple choose One to serve in the room of such absent member. 

Ordered, That the Convention be adjourned until the 
first Thursday In September next, then to meet at Boones- 

^> ** Matthew Jewett, Cleric. 



HEETINO OF THE PROPRIETORS OP TRANSYLVANIA. 

At a ffleetmg of the Proprietors of Transylvania, held 
at Oxford, in the County of Granville, on Monday, the 
twenty -fifth day of September, Anno Domini 1775. 

Present: Colonel Richard Henderson, Colonel Thomas 
Hart, Colonel John Williams, Captain John Luttrell, Wil- 
liam Johnston, James Hogg, and T^eonard H. Bullock. 

Colonel Henderion being unanimously chosen Presi- 
dent, they took into their Consideration the present state 
of the said Colony, and made the following Resolves, viz: 

Resolved, That Colonel John Williams be appointed 
Agent for the Transylvania Company, to transact their 
business in the said Colony ; and he is accordingly in- 
vested with full power, by letter of attorney. 

Ordered, That Mr. Williams shall proceed to Boones- 
horough, in the said Colony, as soon as possible, and continue 
there until the twelfth day of April next ; and to be al- 
lowed, for his services, one hundred and fifty pounds, Pro- 
clamation money of North-Carolina, out of the profits 
arising from the sale of lands, after discharging the Com- 
pany's present engagements. 

N. B. In case the Settlement should be broken up by 
attack of Indians, or other enemies, so as to render it im- 
possible for Mr. Williams to continue there and execute 
the trust reposed in him, it is agreed by the Company, that 
he shall still be paid the above salary, at the expiration of 
three years. 

Resolved, That Mr. Williams be empowered to appoint 
one or more Surveyors, and the other officers of the Land 
Office, for the said Colony, as he may find it necessary. 
Clerks, Surveyors, and Chain-Carriers, to be sworn before 
they act. 

Resolved, In case of the death or removal of Mr. Wil- 
liams, that Colonel Richard Henderson, Captain Nathaniel 
Hart, and Captain John Luttrell, or any one of them, be, 
and are hereby, declared Agents for the said Company, 
with the same powers as are given to Mr. Williams, until 
a new appointment shall be made by the Proprietors. 

Resolved, That the Agent shall not grant any Lands ad- 
joining salt springs, gold, silver, copper, lead, or sulphur 
mines, knowing them to be such. 

Resolved, That a reservation to the Proprietors, of one- 
half of all gold, silver, copper, lead, and sulphur mines, 
shall be made. by the Agent, at granting deeds. 

Resolved, That the Agent shall take a counterpart of 
all deeds granted by him, and shall transmit them to the 
Proprietors, residing in the Province of North-Carolina, 
to be audited, with his other proceedings, by the Com- 
pany. 

Resolved, That all surveys shall be made by the four 
cardinal points, except where rivers or mountains so inter- 
vene as to render it too inconvenient ; and that, in all cases 
where one survey comes within the distance of eighty 
poles from another, their lines shall join, without excep- 
tion ; and that every survey on navigable rivers shall ex- 
tend two poles out for one pole along the river ; and that 
each survey not on navigable rivers shall not be above one- 
third longer than its width. 

Resolved, That a present of two thousand acres of Land 
be made to Colonel Daniel Boone, with the thanks of the 



Proprietors, for the signal services he has rendered to the 
Company. 

Resolved, That the thanks of tins Company be pre- 
sented to Colonel Richard Calloway, for his spirited and 
manly behaviour in behalf of the said Colony ; and that 
a present of six hundred and forty acres of Land be .made 
to his youngest son. 

Resolved, That James Hogg, Esq., be appointed Dele- 
gate to represent the said Colony in the Continental Con- 
gress, now sitting at Philadelphia ; and that the following 
Memorial be presented by him to that atrgust body : 

To the Honourable the Continental Congress, now sitting 
at Philadelphia. 

The Memorial for Richard Henderson, Thomas Hart, 
John Williams, Nathaniel Hart, John Luttrell, 
William Johnston, James Hogg, David Hart, and 
Leonard Henly Bullock, Proprietors of Transylva- 
nia, shewetk : 

That, on the seventeenth day of March last, for a large 
and valuable consideration, your Memorialists obtained 
from the Cherokee Indians, assembled at Watauga, a grant 
of a considerable territory, now called Transylvania, lying 
on the south side of the river Ohio. 

They will not trouble the honourable Congress with a 
detail of the risks and dangers to which they have been 
exposed, arising from the nature of the enterprise itself, as 
well as from the wicked attempts of certain Goverriours 
and their emissaries ; they beg leave, only, to acquaint 
them, that, through difficulties and dangers, at a great ex- 
pense, and with the blood of several of their followers, 
they have laid the foundation of a Colony, which, how- 
ever mean in its origin, will, if one may guess from present 
appearances, be one day considerable in America. 

The Memorialists, having made this purchase from the 
Aborigines and immemorial possessors, the sole and uncon- 
tested owners of the country, in fair and open treaty, and 
without the violation of any British or American law 
whatever, are determined to give it up only with their 
lives. And, though their Country be far removed from the 
reach of Ministerial usurpation, yet they Cannot look with 
indifference on the late arbitrary proceedings of the British 
Parliament. If the United Colonies are reduced, or will 
tamely submit to be slaves, Transylvania will have reason 
to fear. 

The Memorialists by no means forget their allegiance 
to their Sovereign, whose constitutional rights and pre-emi- 
nences they will support, at the risk of their lives. They 
flatter themselves that the addition of a new Colony, in 
so fair and equitable a way, and without any expense to 
the Crown, will be acceptable to His Most Gracious Ma- 
jesty, and that Transylvania will soon be worthy of his 
Royal regard and protection. 

At the same time, having their hearts warmed with the 
same noble spirit that animates the United Colonies, and 
moved with indignation at the late Ministerial and Parlia- 
mentary usurpations, it is the earnest wish of the Proprietors 
of Transylvania to be considered by the Colonies as breth- 
ren, engaged in the same great cause of liberty and of man- 
kind. And, as by reason of several circumstances, need- 
less to be here mentioned, it was impossible for the Pro- 
prietors to call a convention of the settlers in such time 
as to have their concurrence laid before this Congress, they 
here pledge themselves for them, that they will concur in 
the measure now adopted by the Proprietors. 

From the generous plan of liberty adopted by the Con- 
gress, and that noble love of mankind which appears in all 
their proceedings, the Memorialists please themselves that 
the United Colonies will take the infant Colony of Tran- 
sylvania into their protection ; and they, in return, will do 
every thing in their power, and give such assistance" in the 
general cause of America, as the Congress shall judge to 
be suitable to their abilities. 

Therefore, the Memorialists hope and earnestly request, 
that Transylvania may be added to the number of the 
United Colonies, and that James Hogg, Esq., be received 
as their delegate, and admitted to a seat in the honourable 
the Continental Congress. 

By order of the Proprietors. 

Richard Henderson, President. 



555 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, JANUARY, 1776. 



556 



Resolved, That Mr. Hogg be empowered to treat and 
contract with any person or persons who may incline to 
purchase Lands from the Company, and that he be allowed 
his expenses for transacting the above business. 

Resolved, That the united thanks of this Company be 
presented to Colonel Richard Henderson, Captain Natha- 
niel Hart, and Captain John Luttrell, for their eminent 
services and publick spirited conduct, in settling the afore- 
said Colony. 

Resolved, That from this time to the first day of June, 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, the Lands in 
the said Colony shall be sold on the following terms : 

No survey of Land shall contain more than six hundred 
and forty acres, (except in particular cases ;) and the pur- 
chaser shall pay for entry and warrant of survey two dollars; 
for surveying the same, and a plot thereof, four dollars ; 
and for the deed and plot annexed, two dollars. And also 
shall pay to the said Proprietors, their Agent, or Receiver 
for the time being, at the time of receiving a deed, two 
pounds ten shillings sterling for each hundred acres con- 
tained in such deed ; also, an annual quit-rent of two shil- 
lings, like money, for every hundred acres, commencing in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and eighty. 

And that any person who settles on the said Lands before 
the first day of June, one thousand seven hundred and se- 
venty-six, shall have the privilege, on the aforesaid con- 
ditions, of taking up for himself any quantity not above six 
hundred and forty acres ; and for each taxable person he 
may take .with him, and settle there, three hundred and 
twenty acres, and no more. 

Resolved, That Colonel Richard Henderson survey and 
lay off", within the said Colony, in such places and in such 
quantities as he shall think proper, not less than two hun- 
dred thousand acres, hereafter to be equally divided amongst 
the copartners, or their representatives, according to their 
rateable part, (as fully set forth in the Articles of Agreement 
entered into by the copartners ;) and that each copartner 
be permitted, by himself or his deputy, to make choice of, 
and survey in one or more places, any quantity of vacant 
Land in the aforesaid Colony, for his or their particular use; 
but not above two thousand acres, and that agreeable to the 
aforesaid rateable proportions, unless on the same terms, 
and under the same regulations and restrictions, as laid 
down for other purchasers. 

Resolved, That not more than five thousand acres shall 
be sold to any one person who does not immediately settle 
on the said Land ; and that at three pounds ten shillings ster- 
ling per hundred, and not more than one hundred thousand 
acres in the whole on these terms. 

Resolved, That the Agent deliver what money he may 
have received for the sale of Lands to Colonel Thomas Hart, 
when lie leaves the said Colony, and that Colonel Hart 
pay what money may be due from the Company to the 
people at Watauga on his return ; and that the remainder 
be applied to the payment of the Company's other debts. 
Also, that the Agent take the first safe opportunity of remit- 
ting what further sums he may receive thereafter to Wil- 
liam Johnston, Treasurer, to be by him applied towards pay- 
ing off the Company's debts. 

Resolved, That William Johnston be impowered to bar- 
gain and contract with any persons inclining to purchase 
Lands in the said Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. Johnston do in behalf of the Pro- 
prietors, accommodate Mr. Peter Hay, merchant, (at Cross 
Creek, Cumberland County, North-Carolina,) with a pre- 
sent of one. thousand acres of Land in the said Colony, for 
his friendly behaviour towards the Company ; or, in lieu 
thereof, that Mr. Hay be permitted to purchase ten thou- 
sand acres, without being obliged to settle the same, at two 
pounds ten shillings, sterling, per hundred acres, subject to 
office fees ind quit-rents. 

Resolved, That a present of six hundred and forty acres 
of Land be_ made to the Reverend Mr. Henry Patillo, on 
condition that he will settle in the said Colony. 

Resolved, That the Agent duly attend to the above Re- 
solves, xinless when the interest of the Company makes the 
contrary necessary. 

By order of the Proprietors : J 

Richard Henderson, President. 



SILAS DEANE TO JAMES HOGG, NOVEMBER, 1775. 

At the time of granting the New-England Charters, the 
Crown of Great Britain had no idea of any real interest or 
property in the American lands. The Pope, as Vicar of 
Christ, pretended, very early, to have an absolute right, in 
fee simple, to the earth and all that was therein ; but more 
particularly to the countries and persons of hereticks, which 
he constantly gave away among his favourites. When the 
Crown of Great Britain threw off its submission to the 
Pope, or, in other words, by setting itself at the head of the 
Church, became Pope of Great Britain, this old, whimsi- 
cally arrogant nation was, in degree, restrained ; and Queen 
Elisabeth, in the year 1 579, most graciously gave to Sir 
Walter Raleigh all North- America, from the latitude 34°, 
north to 48°, north ; and extending west to the great Pa- 
cifick Ocean; to which immense territory she had no more 
right or title than she had to the empire of China. On Sir 
Walter's attainder, this was supposed to revert to the Crown, 
and in 1606, James I, in consequence of the same prin- 
ciple, granted the south part of the above, to a company 
then called the London Company; and, in 1620, granted 
the northernmost part to a company called the Plymouth 
Company, containing within its bounds all the lands from 
40° to 45° north latitude, and west to the South-Seas. 
This company granted, 1631, to certain persons, that tract 
described in this charter, which you will see was very libe- 
ral, and rendered them (as in reality they were) indepen- 
dent of the Crown for holding their lands ; they having, at 
their own expense, purchased or conquered them from the 
natives, the original and sole owners. 

The settlement of Connecticut began in 1634, when they 
came into a voluntary compact of government, and governed 
under it, until their charter, in 1662, without any difficulty. 
They were never fond of making many laws; nor is it good 
policy in any State, but the worst of all in a new one. The 
laws, or similar ones to those which I have turned down to, 
are necessary in a new Colony, in which the highest wis- 
dom is to increase, as fast as possible, the inhabitants, and 
at the same time to regulate them well. 

The first is to secure the general and inalienable rights 
of man to the settlers: without this, tiij inhabitants, worth 
having, will adventure. This, therefore, requires the closest 
and earliest attention. 

Next to this, is the mode or rule by which civil actions 
may be brought, or the surest ways and means by which 
every individual may obtain his right. 

Then a provision for the safety of the community against 
high handed offenders, house breakers, &c. 

There are two ways of regulating a community ; one 
by correcting every offender, and the other to prevent the 
offence itself; to effect the latter, education must be attend- 
ed to as a matter of more importance than all the laws which 
can be framed, as it is better to be able to prevent than, 
after, to correct a disease. 

Peace officers will be necessary, and these ought to be 
chosen by the people, for the people are more engaged to 
support an officer of their own in the execution of his trust, 
than they will ever be in supporting one forced upon them. 

Some regulation of civil courts ought early to be made; 
the most simple and least expensive is best; an honest 
judge will support his dignity without a large salary, and a 
dishonest one can have no real dignity at any rate. The 
General Assembly must be the supreme fountain of power 
in such a state, in constituting which, every free man ou<"ht 
to have his voice. The elections should be frequent,°at 
least annually; and to this body every officer ought to be 
amenable for his conduct. 

Every impediment in the way of increase of people 
should be removed — of course, marriage must be made 
easy. 

Overgrown estates are generally the consequence of an 
unequal division of interest, left by a subject at his decease. 
This is prevented by an equal, or nearly equal right of in- 
heritance. This has taken place in all the New-England 
Colonies, and in Pennsylvania, to their great emolument. 

AH fees of office ought to be stated and known, and they 
should be stated as low as possible. 

Some crimes are so dangerous in their tendency, that 
capital punishments are necessary; the fewer of these, con- 
sistent with the safety of the State, the better. 
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There ought to be some terms on which a man becomes 
free of the community. They should be easy and simple; 
and every one encouraged to qualify himself, in character 
and interest, to comply with them ; and these terms should 
be calculated to bind the person in the strongest manner, 
and engage him in its interest. 

A new Colony, in the first place, should be divided into 
small townships or districts, each of which ought to be em- 
powered to regulate their own internal affairs; and to have 
and enjoy every liberty and privilege not inconsistent with 
the good of the whole. 

Tenure of lands is a capital object, and so is the mode 
of taking out grants for, and laying them out. If indivi- 
duals are permitted to engross large tracts, and lay them 
out as they please, the population of the country will be 
retarded. 

Precarious must be the possession of the finest country 
in the world, if the inhabitants have not the means and skill 
of defending it. A militia regulation must, therefore, in all 
prudent policy, be one of the first. 

Though entire liberty of conscience ought every where 
to be allowed, yet the keeping up among a people, a regu- 
lar and stated course of Divine worship, has such beneficial 
effects, that the encouragement thereof deserves the parti- 
cular attention of the magistrate. 

Forms of oaths are ever best, as they are concise, and 
carry with them a solemn simplicity of appeal to the Di- 
vine Being; and to preserve their force, care should be had 
to avoid too frequent a repetition of them, and on ordinary 
occasions. 

The preservation of the peace, being the capital object 
of government, no man should be permitted, on any occa- 
sion, to be the avenger of the wrongs he has, or conceives 
he has, received ; but, if possible, every one should be 
brought to submit to the decision of the law of the country 
in every private, as well as publick injury. 

Providing for the poor is an act of humanity; but to pre- 
vent th^ir being numerous and burdensome to the society 
is at once humane, and an act of the highest and soundest 
policy; and to effect it, the education of children, and the 
manners of the lower orders are constantly to be attend- 
ed to. 

As, in a well ordered government, every one's person 
and property should be equally secure, so each should pay 
equally, or on the same scale, for the expenses in support- 
ing the same. 

In a new and wild country, it will be deemed, perhaps, 
impossible to erect schools ; but the consequences are so 
great and lasting, that every difficulty ought to be encoun- 
tered rather than give up so necessary, so important an insti- 
tution. A school will secure the morals and manners, and, 
at the same time, tend to collect people together in society, 
and promote and preserve civilization. 

The throwing a country into towns, and allowing these 
towns particular privileges, like corporations in England 
or America) lends to unite the people, and, as in the least 
family there is, generally, the best economy, so these towns 
will conduct the internal and domestick prudentials better 
than larger bodies, and give strength, soundness and soli- 
dity to the basis of the State. 

Sir : You have, in the foregoing, the outlines of the 
policy of the Connecticut Government, in as concise a view 
as I could ; the great and leading principles of which will, 
I conceive, apply to any new Stale ; and the sooner they 
are applied the better it will be for the health and pros- 
perity of the rising community. 

An equal and certain security of life, liberty and pro- 
perty ; an equal share in the rights of legislation, and an 
equal distribution of the benefits resulting from society ; 
with an early attention to the principles, morals and man- 
ners of the whole, are the great first principles of a good 
government, and these well fixed, lesser matters will easily 
and advantageously adjust, as I may say, themselves. I am 
far from thinking our system is entirely fit for you, in every 
point. It has grown up and enlarged itself, as we have 
grown. Its principal features are worth your attending to ; 
and, if I had leisure, would point out, more particularly, 
which part I think you might adopt immediately, what ad- 
ditions are necessary, and why some parts should be reject- 
ed. But I will, if possible, give you, after your perusal of 
this, the general heads of what, from my little reading and 



observation, I think to be the most simple, and, conse- 
quently, the best plan of Government. 

I am, sir, yours, S. Deane. 

Thursday Morning, November 2, 1775. 

Two laws, I see, I have run over without noting upon: 
the one is, for punishing vagabonds, by setting them to 
hard labour. The other, for the punishment of theft, 
which you may think too light, but I think too severe; or, 
in other words, I would avoid infamous punishments, such 
as cropping, branding, whipping, &c, and substitute hard 
labour in their stead. 



COLONEL WILLIAMS, AT BOONESBOROOGH, TO THE PRO- 
PRIETORS. 

Boonesborough, January 3, 1775. 
Gentlemen: In my last, of the 27th instant, 1 pro- 
mised in my next, a more circumstantial account than I 
was capable then of giving, under the confused situation of 
mind I was then in, occasioned by the unhappy catastro- 
phe of my brother's death, which happened but a few 
hours before that. To comply in some measure with that 
promise, and to discharge a duty incumbent upon me, as 
well as the promptitude of mind I feel to discharge that 
duty, I cheerfully enter on the task, and endeavour to ren^ 
der some account of what I have been after since my arri- 
val at this place, now upwards of a month since ; and as 
the primitive intention of sending me to Transylvania was 
to establish a Land Office, appoint the necessary officers to 
the said office, surveyors, &.c, upon the best footing in my 
power, and to make sale of the lands within the said Co- 
lony, upon such terms as might be most advantageous to 
the Proprietors and satisfactory to the inhabitants thereof; 
my first step was to fall on some method of appointing a 
person to the office of surveyor, who should give general 
satisfaction to the people ; I thought none more likely to 
do so, than calling a convention and taking their recom- 
mendation for the person who I would appoint. From the 
dispersed situation of the people, and the extreme badness 
of the weather, we failed in convening a majority ; how- 
ever, I took the sense of those who appeared, and who 
unanimously recommended Colonel John Floyd, a gentle- 
man generally esteemed, and I am persuaded, truly worthy, 
and him I have commissioned surveyor of the Colony at 
present, though, perhaps, it may be advisable, at a future 
day, to divide the Colony into two districts, and to appoint 
another surveyor to one of the districts. The Entering 
Office I have disposed of to Mr. Nathaniel Henderson, and 
the Secretary's to Mr. Richard Harrison; though, upon 
consideration, I have thought that the numerous incidental 
expenses were so great that some way ought to be fallen 
upon to defray them without breaking in upon the moneys 
arising from the sale of the lands, and that the two dollars 
for entering, Sic, and the other two for filling up the deeds, 
counterparts, annexing seals and plots, kc, was more 
money than the services of those offices absolutely requir- 
ed ; 1, therefore, have reserved out of each office, one 
dollar, to answer the purpose of defraying those extraordi- 
nary expenses ; and the offices are left well worth the accept- 
ance of persons capable of filling them with credit. The 
number of entries on our book is now upwards of nine 
hundred, great part of which was made before I came to 
this place, when people could make entries without money, 
and without price ; the country abounded with land-mon- 
gers ; since there is two dollars exacted on the entry made, 
people are not quite so keen, though I make no doubt but 
all who can comply with the terms will endeavour to save 
their lands ; and as many people who have got entry on the 
book, are now out of the country, and cannot possibly pay 
up the entry money immediately, I have thought proper 
to advertise, that every person who has made entry on the 
book, and paid no money, that they come in and pay up 
the entrance money by the first of April, and take out 
their warrants of survey, or their several entries will, after 
that time, be considered as vacated, and liable to be entered 
by any other person whatever. The surveyors have now 
began to survey, and some few people have been desirous 
of getting out their deeds immediately; but they generally 
complain of a great scarcity of money, and doubt their 
being able to take their deeds before next June, or even 
before next fall ; though in a general way, people seem to 
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be \vell reconciled to the terms, and desirous to take upon 
them, except some few, whom 1 have been obliged to tam- 
per with, and a small party about Harrodsburgh, who, it 
seems, have been entering into a confederacy not to hold 
lands on any other terms than those of the first year. As 
this party is composed of people, in general, of small con- 
sequence, and \ have taken some steps to remove some of 
their principal objections, I make no doubt but to do all 
that awa\ ; and for that purpose have formed a design of 
rerriovingmyself, with the office, to Harrodsburgh, some 
time in February next, unless I should find, from a trip I 
purpose immediately taken there, that I cannot do it with 
safety. The principal man, I am told, at the head of this 
confederacy, is one Hite; and him I make no doubt but to 
convince he is in an error. Among other things, one of the 
great complaints wis, that the Proprietors, and a few gen- 
tlemen, had engrossed all the. land at and near the Falls of 
the Ohio, which circumstance I found roused the attention 
of a. number. of people of note; I, therefore, found myself 
under, the necessity of putting a stop to all clamours of that 
kind, by declaring that I would grant no large bodies of land 
to any person whatever, which lay contiguous to the Falls; 
which I ha_ve done in a solemn manner. This I am far 
from thinking will be injurious to the Proprietors, but quite 
the. reverse; and a circumstance which will render more 
general satisfaction, and be of as much utility to the Colo- 
ny, as any step heretofore taken. You will observe that I 
am going on to justify the measure, before I inform you 
whaf it is. But to be brief, it is this : the Falls, it is certain, 
is a place which, from its situation, must be the most con- 
siderable mart in this part of the world ; the lands around 
are generally rich and fertile, and most agreeably situated ; 
which had occasioned many people to fix their affections 
on that place. Many applications have been made for 
large grants, at and about that place, and refused. Since 
which, twenty thousand acres, and upwards, have been en- 
tered, there for the Company; forty thousand or fifty thou- 
sand more, in large tracts, by a lew other gentlemen ; a 
partiality was complained of; a general murmuring ensued. 
Upon considering the matter, 1 thought it unjust ; 1 thought 
it a disadvantage to the partners in general ; and that some 
step ought to be taken to pacify the minds of the people. 
I, therefore, entered into a resolution that I would grant to 
no one man living, within a certain distance of the Falls, 
more than, one thousand acres of land, and that to be set- 
tled and improved in a certain space of time, under the 
penalty of forfeiture ; that every person who had more en- 
tered than one thousand acres, might retain his one thou- 
sand out of which spot he pleased ; that the several officers, 
who have clajms there, may each, on application, and com- 
plying with our terms, be entitled to a one thousand within 
his survey. That a town be immediately laid out, and a 
lot reserved to each proprietor, and then the first settlers 
to take the. lots they may choose, enter, and improve ; 
which improvement must be done in a certain limited time, 
or the lot forfeited, and again to be sold, &c. These pro- 
posals seem to have given general satisfaction, and every 
one who had entered large quantities, within these limits, 
gives it up with the greatest alacrity; and I am in hopes it 
will meet the general approbation of the Company; if so, 
I shall be happy; if not, I shall be very sorry, thoughthe 
necessity must justify the measure. The Falls of Ohio is 
a place, of all others, within the Colony, will admit of a 
town, which, from its particular situation, will immediately 
become populous and flourishing ; the land contiguous there- 
to rich and fertile, and where a great number of gentlemen 
will most certainly settle, and be the support and protec- 
tion of a. town at that place ; a place which should meet 
with every encouragement, to settle and strengthen, inas- 
much as it will, most certainly, he the terrour of our savage 
enemies, the Kickeboos Indians, who border more nearly on 
that place than any other pit of the Colony; and as 1 think 
it absolutely necessary that the aforesaid proposed town, at 
the Falls, to be laid off the eusuing Spring, if I find it prac- 
ticable, to raise a party about the 1st of March, and go down 
and lay out the town and stake it off; though this will, in 
a great measure, depend upon the future tranquillity of our 
situation, between this and then, for I assure you the little 
attack made upon us by the Indians, the 23d of last month, 
has made many people, who are ashamed to confess them- 
selves afraid, find out that their affairs on your side the 



mountains will not dispense with their staying here any 
longer at present ; and I am well convinced, once they get 
there, that every alarm, instead of precipitating, will pro- 
crastinate their return. When I mention the little attack 
made on. the 23d oflast month, in this qursory manner, it 
is because I have, heretofore, sent you a particular account 
of that massacre, in a letter of the 27th ult. Though as 
that letter may fail, and not get to hand, I will now endea- 
vour to briefly relate the circumstances. 

On Saturday, about noon, being the 23d, Colonel. Camp- 
bell,\v\\\x a couple of lads, {Sanders and Mc Quinney,) went 
across the river. On the opposite bank they parted.. Camp- 
bell went up the river, about two hundred yards, and took 
up a bottom. The two lads, without a gun, went straight 
up the hill. About ten minutes after they parted, a gun 
and a cry of distress was heard, and the alarm given that 
the Indians had shot Colonel Campbell. We made to. his 
assistance. He came running to the landing, with one shoe 
off, and said he was fired on by a couple of Indians. A 
party of men was immediately despatched, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Boone, who went out, but could make 
no other discovery than two moccasiu tracks, whether In- 
dian's or not, could not be determined. We had at that 
time, over the river, hunting, &.c„ ten or a dozen men, in 
different parties — part, or all of whom, we expected to be 
killed, if what Colonel Campbell said was true ; but that, by 
many, was doubted. Night came on ; several of the hun- 
ters returned, but had neither seen uqi- heard.of Indians, 
nor yet of the two lads. We continued in this state of 
suspense till Wednesday, when a parly of men sent but to 
make search for them, found McQuinney, killed and scalp- 
ed, in a corn-field, at about three miles distance from town, 
on the north side of the river. Sanders could pot be 
found, nor has he yet been heard of. On Thursday, a 
ranging party of fifteen, men, under the command of Jesse 
Benton, was despatched to scour the woods, twenty or 
thirty miles round, and see if any further discovery could 
be made. To those men we gave two shillings per day, 
and five pounds for every scalp they should produce. After 
they went out, our hunters returned, one at a time, till 
they all came in safe, Sanders excepted, who no doubt has 
shared McQuinney's fate. 

On Sunday, the 31st day of the month, our rangers 
returned, without doing any thing more than convincing 
themselves that the Indians, had, immediately on doing 
the murder, ran off for northward, as they discovered their 
tracks thirty or forty miles towards the Ohio making that 
way. 

On . the above massacre being committed, we began to 
doubt that there was a body of Indians about, who intend- 
ed committing outrage on our inhabitants. However, we 
are perfectly satisfied since, that their number was only 
six or seven men, who set off from the Shawanee town be- 
fore the treaty at Fort-Pitt, with an intent, as they termed 
it, to take a look at the white people on Kentucky ; and 
King Cornstalk, at the treaty, informed the Commission- 
ers on this, and said, for the conduct of these men, before 
they returned, he could not be responsible, for that he did 
not know but that they might do some mischief, and that 
if any of them should get killed by the whites, he should 
take no notice at all of it. For this, we have undoubted 
authority, and do not, at present, think ourselves in any 
greater danger here than if the above massacre, had not 
have been committed. 

Another circumstance is, that our ammunition grows 
scant. I do not think there is enough to supply this place 
itll the last of March, supposing we should we have no 
occasion of any to repulse an enemy. If we should, God 
only knows how long it will last. If any powder can pos- 
sibly be procured, it would certainly be advisable to do it; 
if not, some person who can manufacture the materials we 
have on the way, for the purpose of making powder. 
Most part of those are at the block house, or at least with- 
in two or three miles of that — the rest in PowelFs Valley. 
Those (if we had any person who knew how properly to 
manufacture them into gunpowder) it would be necessary 
to have at this place. We have no such person, and of 
course they would be of but little service here. Notwith- 
standing, I should have sent for them before now ; but 
people here expect the most exorbitant wages for trivial 
services. Not less than a dollar a day will do for any 
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thing, which will prevent my sending till I find the neces- 
sity greater, or men to be hired cheaper. 

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO LORD STIRLING. 

Philadelphia, January 3, 1776. 

Your several letters of the 3d, 5th, 6th, 14th, 17th, and 
19th of December, with the enclosures, being duly received, 
were laid before Congress, The multiplicity of important 
business which engaged their attention, prevented them 
from paying an earlier attention to the matters therein con- 
tained. 

The enclosed resolutions, which I have the honour of 
transmitting you, will serve to show the sense of Congress 
jn answer to your letters; to which, from your zeal and 
attachment to the cause of your country, the Congress 
have the firmest confidence you will pay all due regard. 

' *' John Hancock, President. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Stirling. 



LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE TO PRESIDENT 
HANCOCK. 

Lancaster, January 3, 1776. 

Sir: Captain Livingston, of the Twenty-Sixth Regi- 
ment, and Lieutenant Anstrulker, of the Seventh Regi- 
ment, having come to this town on the evening of the 1st 
inst., under the conduct of Mr. Michael Connolly, the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence of this County appointed three 
gentlemen of their body to take their parole, according to 
the directions received from the honourable Continental 
Congress, and your letter of the 18th December last. We 
now enclose the same to you. 

The Committee are extremely desirous of receiving the 
orders of Congress, respecting the matters referred to their 
decision in our letter by Captain Mottc. It has been found 
absolutely impossible to preserve the peace and good order 
of this Borough, unless some regulations were made for the 
soldiers who are prisoners here. We have accordingly di- 
rected some, a copy of which we now transmit to you, 
Since that time, we have been under the necessity of ap- 
pointing a Sergeant and twelve Privates, to mount guard at 
our publick magazine every evening. They patrole the 
street every two hours in the night, to prevent disorder, 
and to carry the Committee regulations into execution. 
We hope, in this instance, our conduct will meet with the 
approbation of the Congress. 

I am, sir, your very obedient and most humble servant. 
By order of the Committee : 

J. Yeates, Chairman, 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

RECOMMENDATION OF COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, January 3, 1776. 
Pursuant to a Resolution of Congress, and this Board, 
this Committee proceeded to the choice of a number of 
gentlemen, to be recommended to Congress as proper per- 
sons to be appointed Field-Officers for the four Battalions 
now to be raised, when the following gentlemen were 
agreed upon, and now recommended to the honourable 
Congress, as suitable to fill the offices of Majors, viz: 
George Nagle, Joseph Wood, Henry Bicker, Nicholas 
Haussiger, Caleb Parry, John Beatty, John Macpherson, 
James Ross. 

Extract from the Minutes : 

William Govett, Secretary. 

JOSEPH HALLETT TO JOHN McKESSON. 

Newark, January 3, 1776. 
Dear Sir: I, this afternoon, received your favour of 
the 30th December. I should immediately comply with 
the request of the gentlemen of the Committee, notwith- 
standing the circumstances of my family makes it exceed- 
ingly difficult for me to leave them, was I well. I have 
kept house upwards of three weeks, and, at this time, I 
am not able to wear my shoes. Was I in town, I could 
not probably attend the Committee. It gives me pain to 
hear there is so much difficulty in getting a quorum, to do 
business, in Congress and Committee of Safety. 

My account of the flour, shipped for the use of the Con- 
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tinental Army, is made out. I should have delivered it 
when I was last in town, with the account of the cargo 
and disbursements of the sloop Bishop of Landaff, bu| 
was not able to get in all the bills of the latter. I liave 
ordered my clerk, Mr. John Lawrence, to deliver the ac? 
count of the flour to Colonel McDougall, or to you. As 
soon as I am able, I intend to be with you. 
I am your obedient, humble servant, 

Joseph Hallett. 
To John McKesson, Esq. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO JOHN HANCOCK. 

New-York, January 3, 1776. 

Sir : As it is an object of great moment with us, as 
well as the Continental Congress, to have the important 
pass, on Hudson's river, properly secured and fortified, we 
think it our duty to furnish them with all possible informa- 
tion on the subject. For this purpose, we find Mr. Ro- 
mans, the Engineer, employed in that department, who is 
prepared to lay before the Congress his drafts, with the 
necessary information. 

We beg leave to mention, that the place at which the 
works are to be erected, was fixed before Mr. Romans was 
employed in the service ; and, from his ideas of the matter, 
that place cannot be rendered sufficiently secure for a lodg- 
ment of troops, and to answer the end of a fortified pass, 
without more expense than our Commissioners, appointed 
to superintend that business, think prudent; besides which, 
they observe that his scheme cannot be completely exe- 
cuted, with the despatch the service may require. " 

Mr. Palmer, in conjunction with the resolve of the 
Commitee, appointed by our Congress to remove the diffi- 
culties occasioned by a difference of opinion between the 
Commissioners and Engineer, has, doubtless, pointed out 
to Congress certain places on the river which would belter 
answer the purpose of a temporary defence, and at much 
less expense than will necessarily attend the execution of 
Mr. Romans's scheme. We are fully of opinion, that the 
places in Mr. Palmers proposal ought, by all means, to 
be covered with fortifications, that will cost but little, and 
command two considerable reaches of the river. We, at 
the same time, submit it to the consideration of Congress, 
how far the completion of the fortifications, already tegun, 
ought to be carried on, either upon Mr. Romans's plan, or 
(hat which has, doubtless, been proposed by Mr. Palmer, 
as the sense of our Committee who were sent to view the 
work. 

We hope this application, while Mr. Palmer is attending 
on the Congress, will not be construed to his disadvantage. 
Had we been possessed of Mr. Romans's plan, in its pre- 
sent complete state, and had he been in town at the time 
of Mr. Palmer's departure, we should have required his 
accompanying that gentleman. As there is some prospect 
that Mr. Romans may reach Philadelphia before the plan 
of fortification is finally determined by Congress, we should 
think ourselves inexcusable in withholding from them any 
means for enabling them to determine so important a mat- 
ter, on the best lights in our power to furnish. 

We are, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obe- 
dient, humble servants. 

By order of the Committee : 

Pierre Van Cortlandt, Chairman. 

To the Honourable the President of the Continental Con- 
gress. 

PETITION OF GEORGE COFFIN, ,. 

To the Honourable the Congress of the Colony of New- 
York: 

The Petition of George Coffin, of the Island of N an- 
tucket, humbly showeth : 
That your Petitioner, as well as his neighbours of said 
Island, being in great want of the common necessaries of 
life, did, in conjunction with Mr, Abraham H. Van Vleck, 
of the city of New- York, load a vessel, in said city, with 
provisions for the Island above-mentioned, in direct viola- 
tion of a resolve of the honourable the Continental Con- 
gress. And, although the said provisions were, bona fide, 
intended for said Island, and there landed, agreeable to the 
express orders of the said Abraham H. Van Vleek, which 
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orders were, " to go out by the Hook, and carefully avoid 
all men-of-war and tenders," (and which were punctually 
complied with by your Petitioner,) yet as loading and car- 
rying the said provisions was contrary to the aforesaid re- 
Solve, as also to the intention of your honourable House, 
and the sentiments of the good people of this Colony, and 
America in general, your Petitioner is truly sensible of his 
crime in so doing, and sincerely promises not to act, or do 
any thing, in future, in violation of the said resolve, or any 
resolves of their or your honourable Houses ; and humbly 
asks the pardon of all his countrymen for this, his first 
offence, which he hopes may be granted, and that he may 
be restored to their favour again, and have liberty to pass 
unmolested about his employments. And your Petitioner 
will ever pray. 

January 3, 177G. 



George Coffin. 



COLONEL TRUMBULL TO G0VERN0UR TRUMBULL. 

Hartford, January 3, 1776. 

Honoured Sir: lam this day informed that several 
persons, in this State, have, or intend to apply soon to 
your Honour, for liberty to export rum, &c, to Carolina — 
to purchase and import rice, to get a great price for it from 
the Army. The rum will certainly be much wanted for 
the Army ; and I have orders from Congress to import 
rice, which I shall do with cash, and at a reasonable rate, 
and thereby save the rum. I trust and beg that no liberty 
may be given for exporting rum ; and I wish not to have 
the one or the other matter known, as it may enhance the 
price of rum ; and the other get known to the enemy, and 
thereby the risk increased on the importation. 

I am, honoured sir, your dutiful son, 

Joseph Trumbull. 
To Govemour Trumbull. 

[general Washington] to Jonathan glover. 

Cambridge, January 3, 1776. 
. Sir : You have annexed a copy of the resolves of the 
Continental Congress, respecting captures made, or to be 
made, by armed vessels, fitted out at the charge of the 
United Colonies, and others. In compliance with the 
resolution of the 20th ultimo, you must, on receipt here- 
of, libel such vessel as have been taken by the Lee, 
schooner, or any other of the Continental armed vessels, 
which may be now under your care, in the Court of Ad- 
miralty established in the Colony. You must use all your 
diligence, that the trial be brought to as speedy an issue as 
possible, in order that a distribution be made to the captors, 
conformable to the resolution of the 30th of November. 
I am, sir, yours, &c. 

JOHN GLOVER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Beverly, January 3, 1776. 

Sir : 1 am to inform your Excellency, that John Thor- 
ner, steward, William Clark, William Wallis, and Tho- 
mas Gorthrop, seamen of the ship Jenny, Captain Forstcr, 
made an attempt to desert from said ship, and to go on 
board His Majesty's ship Foxoey, (now at anchor before this 
harbour,) but was discovered and prevented, by information 
o( Andrew Rogers, second mate, and John Roberson, cabin- 
boy, of said ship, whom I have sent as evidence against 
them. 

I would observe to your Excellency, that these persons 
have been treated with great kindness, and permitted to go 
at large, which, in my opinion, they have much abused in 
attempting to desert to the enemy. I have therefore sent 
them to Head-Quarters, to be dealt with as your Excel- 
lency shall think proper. 

I am now endeavouring to man the armed vessels, 
which, at present, is very difficult, on account of the men's 
not Deing paid off for their past services, which is the only 
objection they have. Could that be done, I apprehend 
they would readily engage again. However, hope to man 
one or two of them in a few days, which nothing on my 
part shall be wanting to effect. 

I am, respectfully, your Excellency's most obedient ser- 

', John Glover. 

To His EjtceHency General Washington. 



cover (delaware) committee. 

In Committee, Dover, January 4, 1776. 

Resolved, That the keeping up the credit of the Conti- 
nental currency is essential to support the United Colonies 
in their virtuous opposition to Ministerial oppression ; and 
that the refusing to take said currency, in payment of debts, 
&c, will tend to depreciate the value of the same. 

Resolved, That it appears to this Committee, by the 
confession of John Cowgill, a residenter of Little Creek 
Hundred, in this County, that he has refused, and, from 
conscience, shall refuse, to take said Continental money in 
discharge of debts, or for other purposes, when tendered 
to him. 

Therefore, unanimously Resolved, That it is the opinion 
of this Committee, that the aforesaid John Cowgill is, by 
such his conduct, an enemy to his country, and ought to 
be treated as such by every friend to American liberty; and 
that they ought to have no further dealings with him. 

Signed by order of the Committee of Inspection and 
Observation for Kent County, on Delaware. 

Thomas Rodney, Chairman. 



the monitor, no. IX. 

There is no opinion more necessary to be universally 
inculcated and received, than this: That it has been, and 
still continues to be, the grand aim and intention of the 
Ministry, to reduce the Colonies to a state of slavery, or, 
what is, in fact, the same thing, to a state of absolute sub- 
jection to the authority of Parliament, in all the plenitude 
of its imaginary omnipotence. The contrary belief is one 
great source of the coldness and disaffection which, unhap- 

fily, are too prevalent among us at this alarming season, 
t is this which disinclines numbers to that decisive plan of 
opposition, which is pursued by America in general, and 
leads them to a pertinacious adherence to what they term 
pacifick, moderate, and conciliating measures. It is impos- 
sible to conceive that any man in his senses can seriously 
believe that there is any thing unjust, or oppressive, in the 
real designs of Administration, and can, notwithstanding, 
imagine they may be withdrawn from them by complai- 
sance, respect, and humility, on our part. There is a ma- 
nifest incongruity in the supposition, that deliberate injus- 
tice and oppression are to be defeated by a calm appeal to 
the reason, to the equity, and to the generosity of those 
who are the authors of them. Force, alone, can be de- 
pended on, as an effectual barrier against them, and will 
always be employed by prudent men and discerning poli- 
ticians. 

Nor was there ever any opinion supported by a series of 
clearer facts, and more unequivocal circumstances, than the 
one I now recommend, insomuch that I cannot forbear my 
astonishment at the obstinate blindness and incredulity of 
many, in spite of the strongest evidence the nature of the 
case will possibly admit. No man that governs his judg- 
ment by any rational principles, can doubt a single mo- 
ment, that the views of the Cabinet, respecting America, 
have all along been the most arbitrary and ruinous imagi- 
nable, and that they have, at length, arrived to such matu- 
rity, as to call aloud for every exertion a love of liberty, or 
a dread of impending slavery, can inspire. 

The most undeviating uniformity of principle is evident 
in all the conduct of Administration, from their first at- 
tempt to tax the Colonies to the present instant; and, a 
repetition of its efforts, during a course of years, has served 
to render its true nature too conspicuous and notorious to 
be controverted, without the most barefaced absurdity or 
effrontery. 

The matter of taxation is the most exceptionable part of 
Parliamentary claims. It is this which effectually over- 
throws every idea of liberty on the part of the Colonies ; 
and it is this, to the establishment of which, in its fullest 
latitude, every step taken by the Ministry has been imme- 
diately directed. 

The Stamp Act is an indisputable evidence, that an in- 
tention to enslave us did once exist ; but it is supposed, by 
many, that it has been since laid aside, as it was hastily 
and inconsiderately taken up, and was found, by experi- 
ence, to be impracticable. But, on what reasons this sup- 
position is founded, is, to me, utterly inconceivable, since 
it is in direct contradiction to the whole tenor of subse- 
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quent events. Had there been no actual revival of the 
principle, the first attempt might have been ascribed to 
some transient cause ; but, the experiment having been 
repeated at different times, and in different manners, clear- 
ly proves that it was the effect of system, and refutes the 
contrary presumption. To this, it has been objected, that 
the several interruptions which have taken place, by re- 
pealing the offensive acts, contradict the notion of a system, 
or of any regular plan of despotism. But, it is a full an- 
swer to this, to say, that though a general permanent de- 
sign might have been formed, to extend the boundless 
authority of the Parliament over us, yet, it was hard to fix 
upon any stable, invariable means to accomplish it. 

It was to be expected, that the means would remain dis- 
cretionary, to be diversified as policy, improved by expe- 
rience, should suggest, conformable to the variety of occa- 
sions that might arise. It is, also, extremely probable, that 
cabals among the Ministry, intestine disturbances, and the 
rivalshjp of contending parties, have contributed to pro- 
duce those relaxations of the general plan which have here- 
tofore happened. 

Supposition ought not to be indulged against fact ; and, 
if we adhere closely to this, we must be convinced that the 
same spirit, which influenced the Stamp Act, has inspired 
all the succeeding conduct of Administration. This act 
was repealed, because it was found inexpedient, not be- 
cause it was built upon an erroneous principle. Our peti- 
tions were rejected, because they contained a negation of 
the right to tax us ; and these, together with the resolu- 
tions of our Provincial Assemblies, were pronounced dero- 
gatory to the just rights of the British Legislature. Here, 
the right of taxation was tenaciously maintained and assert- 
ed, at the same time that the exercise of it, in a particular 
instance, was abolished. Surely this did not imply a re- 
nunciation of the design to enslave us, but only indicated 
that the present attempt was unsuccessful, and that it was 
necessary to postpone the execution to some more conve- 
nient opportunity. The Declaratory Act put this beyond 
a doubt ; for there our slavery is decreed in as strong ex- 
pressions as language can afford. There, the power of 
Parliament to bind us by statutes, in all cases whatsoever, 
is literally declared and recorded, in the most formal man- 
ner. 

Nothing can be more arbitrary and inadmissible, than to 
interpret the intentions of men in opposition to their own 
plain, express declarations. If we will allow the Parlia- 
ment lo lenow its own designs, and if we will credit its 
own positive expressions of them, we cannot hesitate a 
moment, to believe, that it had embraced a solemn, fixed 
resolution, to usurp an unbounded dominion over the Co- 
lonies. 

If it should be said, that a mere general declaration of 
right does not absolutely disclose an intention to practice 
upon it, I answer, that it strongly implies it, and that the 
inference from the one to the other is natural and unavoid- 
able. 

Should one man publickly assert, that he had a perfect 
right to the possessions of another, all who heard him 
would suppose, of course, that he intended to do justice to 
himself whenever a favourable occasion offered, and to re- 
cover his property, unjustly detained by the present pos- 
sessor. In like manner, when the Rarliament assumes a 
!)lenary, unlimited sovereignty over the Colonies, it ishigh- 
y reasonable to conclude, that a full exercise of the sove- 
reign power is intended. 

At the first passing of this act, it was generally consi- 
dered, in America, as a punctilious formality, in order to 
prevent any diminution of the imaginary dignity of Parlia- 
ment, and to preserve an appearance of consistency in its 
pretensions. But this was a proof of greater confidence 
than penetration ; for a little reflection would have shown, 
that every purpose of that kind was sufficiently answered 
by the method observed in the repeal of the Stamp Act, 
which entirely precluded every detractory implication, and 
retained the original principle on which that act was found- 
ed ; so that any further step was altogether superfluous in 
that view, 

The Declaratory Resolution was plainly the result of an 
active zeal for the power lately exerted, and was establish- 
ed as a more complete ground-work for future operations. 
Probably its immediate object was to procure a concur- 



rence of parties in a general principle, in order to silence 
opposition to such particular exertions of it as should after- 
wards be made. Had the primitive design upon our liber- 
ties been deserted, the policy must have been obvious, of 
leaving all exorbitant claims untouched and unmentioned, 
to extinguish those jealousies which had been excited by 
the preceding attempt. 

But, whatever ambiguity there might have been, at 
first, it was totally banished by the following statute of 
George III,* which demonstrated a continuance of the pri- 
mary intention to bring us under the yoke, and proved, 
beyond a doubt, that the Declaratory Act was not simply a 
matter of form, but had been instituted as a constant rule 
of practice. In this instance, the most exceptionable 
branch of the authority claimed, (the power of taxation,) 
was again exercised, though in a different shape from that 
in which it before appeared. It was politick to change the 
mode, because it was more likely it should be complied 
with, under a new form, than under one in which it had 
been already rejected. 

Though this act, in some respects, was preferable to the 
former, yet, considered in all its relations, it was far more 
alarming and injurious. Connected with previous circum- 
stances, it rendered the crime of the Ministry more glaring 
and inexcusable ; for, certainly, two attempts speak more 
decisively than one, especially when corroborated by an 
intervenient declaration, so clear and peremptory as that 
which I have been animadverting upon. A renewal of 
taxation, after such definitive experience as had been gain- 
ed from the former trial, excluded every idea of inconsi- 
derateness and precipitation, and denoted a mature, fixed, 
inveterate scheme of oppression. 

This act was combatted with the same spirit and energy 
which had been employed on the foregoing occasion, and 
the Ministry again found it necessary to allay the ferment 
they had raised, by removing the cause. They, however, 
only repealed a part of the act, reserving the remainder as 
a test that they did not renounce the principle of taxation, 
and as the instrument of another attack. This repeal, too, 
partial as it was, had the same foundation of inexpedience 
with the other. 

The attack has been since made, and has involved all 
the consequences of a civil war. By returning to the 
charge, a fresh testimony was supplied, of the badness of 
the Ministerial intentions, and of their deep-laid, inflexible 
schemes to overturn the liberties of the Continent. Three 
attempts are still more explicit than two; and, if three 
attempts to enforce the same power of taxing us do not 
convince us that an obstinate design has been maintained, 
for a series of years, to deprive us of all the rights of a free 
people, I am unable to conceive that any possible degree 
of evidence would be sufficient for our conviction. 

Every successive step of the Ministry is a link of the 
same chain. The professed purpose of all the penal sta- 
tutes is to secure obedience to the laws of Parliament, to 
say nothing of the unexampled rigour and violence with 
which they have been conducted. The Port Bill, which 
restrains the trade of Boston, requires these conditions, 
among others, as essential to its abrogation ; full submission 
to the laws of Parliament, and the payment of His Majes- 
ty's duties and customs : that is, the duty upon tea, and, 
consequently, any other which might be imposed. The 
pretended authority of the Parliament, in every respect, 
particularly in that of taxation, is the acknowledged aim 
and end of all its measures. 

The celebrated motion made in the last session, which 
the Ministry declared was to inform us of the terms we 
were finally to expect, reserves to the Parliament the ex- 
clusive power of taxation, and leaves to our Assemblies 
only the mode of raising the sums required of us. The 
quantum, or the amount of what we are to give, is to be 
determined, in the last resort, by the Parliament; and we 
are plainly told in what manner this power will be used. 

The advantages of trade between Britain and the Co- 
lonies, are said to be nearly equal, on both sides; and, ac- 
cordingly, after an inconsiderable allowance, for the incon- 
venience we sustain by a monopoly, we are to be made to. 
pay full as much, in taxes, as the people at home. Did 
this proposition stand alone, it would be a sufficient testi- 
mony that we have been destined to slavery ; but, when. 

* Imposing duties on paper, glass, painters' colours, tea, &c. 
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it is compared and connected with all the preceding cir- 
cumstances, and with those striking illustrations of fire and 
sword which have been since exhibited, it must carry an 
irresistible evidence to every ingenuous mind.* 

New- York, January 4, 1776, 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read January 13, 1776.] 

Cambridge, January 4, 1776. 

Sir: Since my last, of the 31st ultimo, 1 have been 
honoured with your favour of the 22d, enclosing sundry 
resolves, which shall, in matters they respect, be made the 
rule of my conduct. The resolution relative to the troops 
in Boston, I beg the favour of you, sir, to assure Congress, 
shall be attempted to be put in execution the first moment 
I see a probability of success, and in such a way as a 
council of officers shall think most likely to produce it ; 
but, if this should not happen as soon as you may expect, 
or my wishes prompt to, I request that Congress will be 
pleased to advert to my situation, and do me the justice to 
believe, that circumstances, and not want of inclination, are 
the cause of delay. 

It is not in the pages of history, perhaps, to furnish a 
case like ours : to maintain a post within musket-shot of 
the enemy, for six months together, without powder, and, 
at the same time, to disband one army and recruit an- 
other, within that distance of twenty-odd British regiments, 
is more, probably, than ever was attempted. But, if we 
succeed as well in the last, as we have, heretofore, in the 
first, I shall think it the most fortunate event of my whole 
life. 

By a very intelligent gentleman, (a Mr. Hutchenson,) 
from Boston, I learn, that it was Admiral Shuldham that 
came into the harbour on Saturday last ; that two, of the five 
regiments from Cork, are arrived at Halifax; two others 
had sailed for Quebeck, but, what became of them could 
not be told ; and the other, the Fifty-Fifth, has just got into 
Boston. Certain it is, also, that the greatest part of the 
Seventeenth Regiment is arrived there. Whether we are to 
conclude, from hence, that more than five regiments have 
been sent out, or, that the companies of the Seventeenth, 
arrived at Boston, are part of the regiments destined for 
Halifax and Quebeck, 1 know not. 

We also learn, from this gentleman and others, that the 
troops embarked for Halifax, as mentioned in my letter of 
the 16th, were really designed for that place, but recalled 
from Nantasket Road, upon advice being received of the 
arrival of the above regiments there. 

I am also informed of a fleet now getting ready, under 
the convoy of the Scarborough and Fowey, men-of-war, 
consisting of five transports and two bomb-vessels, with 
about three hundred marines, and several flat-bottomed 
boats. It is whispered that they are designed for JVc to- 
port, but generally thought, in Boston, that it is meant for 
Long-Island ; and, it is probable, it will be followed by 
more troops, as the other transports are taking in water, to 
lie (as others say) in Nantasket Road, to be out of the ice ; 
a large quantity of biscuit is also baking. As the real de- 
sign cannot, with certainty, be known, I submit it, with all 
due deference, to the superior judgment of Congress, 
whether it would not be consistent with prudence, to have 
some of the Jersey troops thrown into New-York, to pre- 
vent an evil which may be almost irremediable, should it 
happen: I mean the landing of troops at that place, or 
upon Long-Island, near it. 

As it is possible you may not yet have received His 
Majesty's most gracious speech, I do myself the honour to 
enclose one, of many which were sent out of Boston yes- 
terday. It is full of rancour and resentment, and explicit- 
ly holds forth his Royal will to be, that vigorous measures 
must be pursued, to deprive us of our constitutional rights 
and liberties. These measures, whatever they be, I hope 
will be opposed by more vigorous ones, and rendered un- 
availing and fruitless, though sanctified and authorized by 
the name of Majesty, a name which ought to promote the 
blessings of his people, and not their oppression. 

* As there are some leading points, which it is of the last importance 
to impress upon the minds of the people, I hope the repetition of the 
same ideas, which I am obliged to make, will bo excused, since utility 
is the sole aim of these papers. 



I am, sir, with the greatest respect and regard, your 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

George Washington. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Continental Congress. 



general orders. 
Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 1, 1776. 
(Parole, The Congresi.) (Countersign, America*) 

fjj*° * * * This day giving commencement to the new 
Army, which, in every point of view, is entirely Conti- 
nental, the General flatters himself, that a laudable spirit 
of emulation will now take place, and pervade the whole 
of it. Without such a spirit, few officers have ever ar- 
rived to any degree of reputation, nor did any army ever 
become formidable. His Excellency hopes, that the im- 
portance of the great cause we are engaged in, will be 
deeply impressed upon every man's mind ; and wishes it 
to be considered, that an army without order, regularity, 
and discipline, is no better than a commissioned mob. Let 
us, therefore, when every thing dear and valuable to free- 
men is at stake, when our unnatural parent is threatening 
us with destruction from every quarter, endeavour, by all 
the skill and discipline in our power, to acquire that know- 
ledge and conduct which is necessary in war. Our men 
are brave and good ; men who, with pleasure it is ob- 
served, are addicted to fewer vices than are commonly 
found in armies. But, it is subordination and discipline, 
(the life and soul of an army,) which, next under Provi- 
dence, is to make us formidable to our enemies, honour- 
able in ovrrselves, and respected in the world ; and herein is 
to be shown the goodness of the officer. 

In vain is it for a General to issue orders, if orders are 
not attended to ; equally vain is it, for a few officers to 
exert themselves, if the same spirit does not animate the 
whole. It is, therefore, expected, (it is not insisted upon,) 
that each Brigadier will be attentive to the discipline of 
his brigade, to the exercise of, and the conduct observed 
in it, calling the Colonels and Field-Officers of every re- 
giment to severe account for neglect, or disobedience of 
orders. The same attention is to be paid by the Field- 
Officers, to the respective companies of their regiments, 
by the Captains to their Subalterns, and so on. And, that 
the plea of ignorance, which is no excuse for the neglect 
of orders, (but rather an aggravation,) may not.be offered, 
it is ordered and directed, that not only every regiment, 
but every company, do keep an Orderly Book, to which 
frequent recourse is to be had, it being expected, that all 
standing orders be rigidly obeyed, until altered or counter- 
manded. It is also expected, that all orders, which are 
necessary to be communicated to the men, be regularly 
read, and carefully explained, to them. As it is the first 
wish of the General to have the business of the Army con- 
ducted without punishment, to accomplish which, he as- 
sures every officer and soldier that, as far as it is in his 
power, he will reward such as particularly distinguish them- 
selves ; at the same time he declares that he will punish 
every kind of neglect or misbehaviour in an examplary 
manrrer. 

As the great variety of occurrences, and the multiplicity 
of business, in which the General is necessarily engaged, 
may withdraw his attention from many objects and things 
which might be improved to advantage, he takes this op- 
portunity of declaring, that he will thank any officer, of 
whatsoever rank, for any useful hints or profitable informa- 
tions; but to avoid trivial matters, as his time is very much 
engrossed, he requires that it may be introduced through 
the channel of a General Officer, who is to weigh the im- 
portance before he communicates it. 

Ail standing orders heretofore issued for the government 
of the late Army, of which every regiment has, or ought 
to have, copies, are to be strictly complied with, until 
changed or countermanded. 

Every regiment now upon the new establishment, is to 
give in, signed by the Colonel, or commanding officer, 
an exact list of the commissioned officers, in order that 
they may receive commissions; particular care to be taken, 
that no person is included as an officer, but such as have 
been appointed by proper authority; any attempt of that 
kind, in the new Army, will bring severe punishment upon 
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the author. The General will, upon any vacancies that 
may happen, receive recommendations, and give them pro- 
perTOTisideration ; but the Congress, alone, are competent 
to the appointment. 

An exact return of the strength of each regiment is to 
be given in as soon as possible, distinguishing the number 
of Militia, and such of the old regiments as have joined 
for a month only, from the established men of the regi- 
ment. 

This being the day of the commencement of the new 
establishment, the General pardons all the offences of the 
old, and commands all prisoners (except prisoners of war) 
to be immediately released. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 3, 1776. 
(Parole, Holland.) (Countersign, William.) 

That every officer may be perfectly well acquainted 
with the establishment of the present Army, in order that 
they may be governed by it, and make the returns agree- 
able thereto, the General informs them, that each regi- 
ment is to consist of a Colonel, a Lieutenant-Colonel, a 
Major, eight companies, an Adjutant, a Quartermaster, a 
Surgeon, and a Surgeon's Mate ; whether a Chaplain will 
be allowed to each regiment, or one to two regiments, is 
yet to be determined. Each company is to consist of a 
Captain, a First and Second Lieutenant, an Ensign, four 
Sergeants, four Corporals, a Drummer and Fifer, and se- 
venty-six Privates, and no more, under any pretence or 
plea whatsoever. 

As the weekly returns winch are ordered to be given in 
every Saturday, are very irregularly made, oftentimes not 
before Monday, the General desires, that the command- 
ing officer of every corps will be exact in delivering them 
to the respective Brigade Major, every Saturday, at or- 
derly time, who is to be answerable to the Adjutant-Gene- 
ral for any neglect, or breach of this order. For the last 
time, it is strongly recommended to those officers, to exa- 
mine the returns thoroughly before they sign and deliver 
them to the Major of Brigade, whether pay-rolls, muster- 
rolls, weekly returns, or returns of any other kind, that 
aTe demanded, as negligences will not be overlooked, and 
false returns punished with the utmost severity. 

The General is apprehensive, that more men are absent 
upon furlough than are allowed by the General Orders; if 
SO, he desires the Colonels and commanding officers of such 
regiments to rectify the mistake without loss of time ; and, 
for a due regulation of this matter, in future, no soldier is 
to be absent without leave in writing, signed by the com- 
manding officer of the regiment he belongs to, and a regis- 
ter thereof made in the Regimental Book; which furlough 
is to be delivered to the said commanding officer, so soon 
as he returns, and, if it should appear that any soldier has 
overstayed his time, without just reason, a note thereof is 
to be made in said book, and a furlough denied him, upon 
a future application, besides suffering such punishment as 
may, by a Regimental Court-Martial, be inflicted. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 3, 1776. 
(Parole, Woodford.) (Countersign, Norfolk.) 

The Continental Rules and Articles, (as lately amend- 
ed,) for the better government of the troops of the thirteen 
United Colonies, are now to take place ; all trials are, 
therefore, to be under those articles. And, in compliance 
with the first, all officers are to subscribe them ; each Colo- 
nel, or commanding officer of a regiment or corps, is to send 
to the Adjutant-General for a set for each company, and 
one for himself and officers to subscribe, which last is to 
be returned in, when the commissions are given out. 
These articles are to be read to the men, by an officer of 
a company, at least once a week. This to be considered 
as a standing order. 

The Commissary of Stores is immediately to make a 
general return of all the stores under his care, here and at 
Jioxbury; in doing which, he is to be very exact. An 
account of the arms is wanted, without delay. It was with 
no small degree of surprise that the General, yesterday, 
savv, after the repeated orders that had been given for 
having the tents (so soon as the barracks were fit to be en^ 
tered) returned to the Quartermaster General, several of 
them standing^ uninhabited, and in a disgraceful, ruinous 
situation J and, moreover, hears, that others serve only for 



bedding. The officers who have suffered this neglect are 
informed that this is the last admonition that will be given 
on this head. 

It is expected, that the commanding officers of regi- 
ments will be exceedingly attentive to the training, exer- 
cising, and disciplining their men, bringing them,, as soon 
as possible, acquainted with the different evolutions and 
manoeuvres necessary to be practised. And, as nothing 
reflects more disgrace upon an officer, or is more perni- 
cious and dangerous in itself, than suffering arms to be in 
bad order, the General assures the officers and men, that 
he will never overlook or pardon a neglect of this kind. 
There are many practices in regular service highly worthy 
of imitation, but none more essential than this, and keep- 
ing soldiers always clean and neat. The first is absolutely 
necessary for self-preservation ; the other for health and 
appearance: for, if a soldier cannot be induced to Jake 
pride in his person he will soon become a sloven, and in- 
different to every thing else. Whilst we have; men;, there- 
fore, who, in every respect, are superior to mercenary 
troops, that are fighting for twopence or three pence a 
day, why cannot we, in appearance, also, be superior to 
them, when we fight for life, liberty, property, and our 
country ? 

The companies now stationed in Cambridge, belonging 
to Colonel Prescotfs Regiment, are to march immediately, 
and join their respective regiments, at SewaWs Point. 

The companies now stationed at Sewall's Point, under 
the command of Major Wesson, are, forthwith, to march, 
and take post at Fort No. 1. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 4, 1776. 
(Parole, Amsterdam.) (Countersign, Desbitt.^ 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REEB, 

Cambridge, January 4, 1776. 

Dear Sir.: We are, at length, favoured with a sight of 
His Majesty's most gracious speech, breathing sentiments 
of tenderness and compassion for his deluded American 
subjects. The echo is not yet come to hand, but we know 
what it must be ; and, as Lord North said, (and we ought 
to have believed and acted accordingly,) we now know the 
ultimatum of British justice. The speech I send you. 
A volume of them was sent out by the Boston gentry, 
and, farcical enough, we gave great joy to them, without 
knowing or intending it ;* for, on that day, the day which 
gave being to the new Army, but before the proclamation 
came to hand, we had hoisted the Union flag, in compli- 

* Philadelphia, January 15, 1776 By authentick advices from the 

camp, at Cambridge, of the 3d and 4th instant, we learn, that the bay 
and harbour of Boston yet continue open, that a man-of-war is so sta- 
tioned as to command the entrance of Salem, Beverly, and Marblehiact 
harbours ; that five hundred freBh troops had arrived from Ireland; two 
regiments had gone to Halifax; two regiments had pushed into the 
river St. Lawrence, in hopes of getting up to Quebeck, which was 
very doubtful. That the two regiments arrived at Boston were the 
Fifty-Fifth and Seventeenth ; that Admiral Shuldham was also arrived. 
An intelligent person got out of Boston on the 3d instant, who inform, 
cd General Washington that a fleet, consisting of nine transports, con. 
taining three hundred and sixly men, were ready to sail under convoy 
of the Scarborough and Fowey, men-of-war, with two bomb-vessels and 
pome flat-bottomed boats; their avowed destination in Boston waB to 
Newport, but it was generally supposed to be Long-Island OT_Yirginia t 
That a number of other transports are taking in water, and they are 
baking large quantities of biscuit in Boston, some say for theuso of the 
shipping who are to lie in Nantasket Road on account of the ice, while 
others believe a more important movement is in agitation. This per- 
son also informs, that they have not the least idea in Boston of attack- 
ing our lines, but will be very thankful to be permitted to remain quiet," 
That before General Burgoyne's departure it was circulated through 
the Army, in order to keep the soldiery quiet under their distresses, that 
the disputes would soon be settled, and that he was going to TZnglani 
for that purpose. That they had intelligence at Boston of four Tessals 
having sailed from Hispaniola for this Continent some time ago, laden 
with arms and ammunition. Our advices conclude with the following 
anecdote: That upon the King's speech arriving at Boston, a great 
number of them were r. printed, and sent out to pur lines oil the 2d of 
January, which being also the day of forming the new Army, thegreat 
Union flag was hoisted on Prospect-Hill in compliment to the Jfnited 
Colonies. This happening soon after the speeches were delivered at 
Roxbury, but before they were received at Cambridge, Ihejfotton 
gentry supposed it to be a token of the deep impression the speech had 
made, and a signal of submission. That they were much disappoint- 
ed at finding several days elapse without some formal meastm leading 
to a surrender, with which they had begun to flatter themselves, When 
these accounts came away the Army were all In barracks, jn good 
health and spirits. That fivo thousand Militia had taken (ho places of 
those soldiers who would not stay beyond their time oF service ; that 
they were good troops, and the whole Army impatient for aj} opportu- 
nity of action 
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ment to the United Colonies. But, behold, it was re- 
ceived in Boston as a token of the deep impression the 
speech had made upon us, and as a signal of submission. 
So we hear, by a person out of Boston last night. By 
this time, I presume, they begin to think it strange that 
we have not made a formal surrender of our lines. 

Admiral Shuldham is arrived at Boston. The Fifty- 
Fifth, and the greater part, if not all, of the Seventeenth 
Regiment, are also arrived. The rest of the five regiments 
from Ireland, were intended for Halifax and Quebeck. 

It is easier to conceive than to describe the situation of 
my mind for some time past, and my feelings under our 
present circumstances. Search the volumes of history 
through, and I much question whether a case similar to 
ours is to be found ; namely, to maintain a post, against 
the flower of the British troops, for six months together, 
without powder, and then to have one army disbanded, 
and another to be raised, within the same distance of a re- 
inforced enemy. It is too much to attempt. What may 
be the final issue of the last manoeuvre, time only can un- 
fold. I wish this month was well over our heads. The 
same desire of retiring into a chimney-corner, seized the 
troops of New-Hampshire, Rhode-Island, and Massachu- 
setts, so soon as their time expired^ as had wrought upon 
those of Connecticut, notwithstanding many of them made 
a tender of their services to continue, till the lines could 
be sufficiently strengthened. We are now left with a good 
deal less than half-raised regiments, and about five thou- 
sand militia, who only stand engaged to the middle of this 
month, when, according to custom, they will depart, let 
the necessity of their stay be ever so urgent. Thus, for 
more than two months past, I have scarcely emerged from 
one difficulty, before I have been plunged into another. 
How it will end, God, in His great goodness will direct. 
I am thankful for his protection to this time. We are told, 
that we shall soon get the Army completed, but I have 
been told so many things, which have never come to pass, 
that I distrust every thing. 

I fear your fleet has been so long in fitting, and the des- 
tination of it so well known, that the end will be defeated, 
if the vessels escape. How is the arrival of French troops 
in the West-Indies, and the hostile appearance there, to be 
reconciled with that part of the King's speech, wherein he 
assures Parliament, " that, as well from the assurances I 
have received, as from the general appearance of affairs 
in Europe, I see no probability that the measures which 
you may adopt, will be interrupted by disputes with any 
foreign Power ?" I hope the Congress will not think of 
adjourning at so important and critical a juncture as this. 
I wish they would keep a watchful eye to New- York ; 
from the account of Captain Sears, now here, much is to 
be apprehended from that quarter. 

I am, with sincere and affectionate regard, &c, 

Gr.oRGE Washington. 



GENERAL GREEXE TO SAMUEL WARD. 

Camp on Prospect-Hill, January 4, 1776. 

Dear Sir: Your kind favour of the 23d last, is now 
before me. I am extremely happy to find your views so 
affectionately extended to the combined interests of the 
United Colonies. Your apprehensions that George III, is 
determined, at all hazards to carry his plan of despotism 
into execution, is fully confirmed by his late gracious 
speech to both Houses of Parliament. In that, you will 
find, he breathes revenge, and threatens us with destruc- 
tion. Indeed, it is no more than common sense must have 
foreseen long since, had we not been blinded by a too fond 
attachment to the parent state. We have consulted our 
wishes, rather than our reason, in indulging the idea of ac- 
commodation. Heaven has decreed that tottering empire 
to irretrievable ruin, and, thanks to God, since Providence 
has so determined it, America must raise an empire of per- 
manent duration, supported upon the grand pillars of truth, 
freedom, and religion, based upon justice, and defended by 
her own patriotic!? sons. 

No doubt a large army must be raised in addition to the 
forces upon the present establishment. You are acquaint- 
ed with my sentiments upon that head already. How they 
must be divided, and where stationed, is a matter at pre- 
sent problematical. However, one thing is certain, the 



grand body must be superior in number to any force the 
enemy can send. All the forces in America should be 
under one commander, raised and appointed by the same 
authority, subjected to the same regulations, and ready to 
be detached wherever occasion may require. Your obser- 
vation with regard to the Canadians has often struck 
me ; that their attachment to the one party or the other 
will greatly depend upon the superiority of force. To 
prevent which in some measure, and fix them to the com- 
mon interest, let us raise one or more regiments of Cana- 
dians to serve in New-England, and send an equal number 
into Canada from the Colonies, in addition to what you 
have proposed. With regard to the scanty measure dealt 
out to the Army upon the new establishment, we are not 
altogether different in sentiment ; yet I am convinced the 
regiments will fill to their full complement. I believe they 
are more, upon an average, than half full already. Un- 
doubtedly, the detaining of arms, being private property, 
is repugnant to many principles of civil and natural law, 
and hath disgusted many. But the great law of necessity 
must justify the expedient, till we can be otherwise fur- 
nished. The pay of the soldiers is certainly generous, and 
the officers likewise, except the field officers, whose pay is 
much below that of any others, considering their rank and 
experience, and it will operate to excite an opinion dero- 
gatory to their merit. 

My dear, sir, I am now to open my mind a little more 
freely. It hath been said that Canada, in the late war, 
was conquered in Germany. Who knows but that Bri- 
tain may be, in the present controversy ! I take it for 
granted, that France and Spain have made overtures. to 
the Congress. Let us embrace them as brothers. We 
want not their land force in America; their navy we do. 
Their commerce will be mutually beneficial ; they will 
doubtless pay the expense of their fleet, as it will be em- 
ployed in protecting their own trade. Their military stores 
we want amazingly. Those will be articles of commerce. 
The Elector of Hanover has ordered his German troops to 
relieve the garrisons of Gibraltar and Pori-Mahon, France 
will, of consequence, attack and subdue Hanover with little 
trouble. This will bring on a very severe war in Ger- 
many, and turn Great Britain's attention that way. This 
may prevent immense expense, and innumerable calami- 
ties in America. 

Permit me, then, to recommend from the sincerity of 
my heart, ready at all times to bleed in my country's 
cause, a declaration of independence ; and call upon the 
world, and the great God who governs it, to witness the 
necessity, propriety, and rectitude thereof. 

My worthy friend, the interests of mankind hang upon 
that truly worthy body of which you are a member. You 
stand the representatives, not of America only, but of the 
whole world ; the friends of liberty, and the supporters of 
the rights of human nature. 

How will posterity, millions yet unborn, bless the me- 
mory of those brave patriots who are now hastening the 
consummation of freedom, truth, and religion ! But want 
of decision renders wisdom in council insignificant, as want 
of power hath prevented us here from destroying the mer- 
cenary troops now in Boston. Frugality, a most amiable 
domestick virtue, becomes a vice, of the most enormous 
kind, when opposed to the common good. The tyrant, by 
his last speech, has convinced us, that to be free or not, 
depends upon ourselves. Nothing, therefore, but the most 
vigorous exertions on our part, «an shelter us from the 
evils intended us. How can we, then, startle at the idea, 
of expense, when our whole property, our dearest connex- 
ions, our liberty, nay! life itself is at stake ; let us, there- 
fore, act like men inspired with a resolution that nothing 
but the frowns of Heaven shall conquer us. It is po time 
for deliberation ; the hour is swiftly rolling on when the 
plains of America will be deluged with human blood. Re- 
solves, declarations, and all the parade of heroism in words, 
will not obtain a victory. Arms and ammunition are as 
necessary as men, and must be had at the expense of every 
thing short of Britain's claims. 

An army unequipped, will ever feel the want of spirit and 
courage ; but properly furnished, fighting in the. best of 
causes, will bid defiance to the united force of men and 
devils. When a finishing period will be put to the pre- 
sent dispute, God only knows. We have just experienced 
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the inconveniences of disbanding an army within cannon 
shot of the enemy, and forming a new one in its stead. 
An instance never before known. Had the enemy been 
fully acquainted with our situation, I cannot pretend to say 
what might have been the consequence. A large body of 
troops will probably be wanted for a considerable time. It 
will be infinitely safer, and not more expensive in the end, 
for the Continent to give a large bounty to any number of 
troops in addition to what may be ordered on the present 
establishment, that will engage during the war, than to 
inlist them from year to year without a bounty. And 
should the present regiments be inclined to engage for the 
same term, let them receive the same encouragement. 
There is not the least prospect of our being able to dis- 
band and form a new army again, without the enemy's 
availing himself of the advantage. 

I have taken the liberty to show your last letter to 
General Lee, whose knowledge of Europe, and American 
genius and learning, enable him to give you the advice you 
want. He has written you fully on the subject ; it would 
be mere arrogance in me to say any thing upon the sub- 
ject, after he has taken up the pen. 

I this day manned the lines upon this hill, and feel a 
degree of pleasure that I have not felt for several days. 
Our situation has been critical. We have no part of the 
militia here, and the night after the old troops went away, 
I could not have mustered seven hundred men, notwith- 
standing the returns of the new inlisted troops amounted to 
nineteen hundred and upwards. I am now strong enough 
to defend myself against all the force in Boston. God 
bless you and preserve you. Adieu, &c. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS TO CAPTAIN TITUS SALTER. 

January 4, 1776. 

Tou are hereby authorized and empowered to inlist a 
company, to consist of ninety good able-bodied and effec- 
tive men, including officers, to serve as matrosses at Fort- 
Washington, for the term of one year, from the 1st of 
anuary, unless dismissed sooner by order of Congress, or 
General Assembly of this Colony, accepting none but what 
are well accoutred with good guns, &c. And you are 
hereby informed that you may assure said men they shall 
be paid the same wages that men in the like service are paid 
on the Continental Army. You will likewise have liberty 
to nominate two persons to serve as subalterns under you, 
who, if approved of by the General Assembly, will be com- 
missioned, and make return of your inlistments as soon as 
may be, that the company may be properly mustered, and 
commissions made out accordingly. 

By order of Congress. 
To Captain Titus Salter. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LORD GEORGE GERMAIN TO 
MAJOR GENERAL HOWE, DATED WHITEHALL, JANUARY 

5, 1776. 

I was preparing to write to you by a ship of war under 
orders for Boston, when Major General Burgoyne arrived 
here on the 27th of December, with your despatches, by 
the Boyne, which have been laid before the King. 

The reasons you assign for not removing from Boston, 
in consequence of Lord Dartmouth's letters of the 5th of 
September, fully justifies your resolution on that head ; and 
from the best judgment I am able to form of things as they 
now appear, 1 am inclined to think, that even if you could 
have procured a sufficient quantity of shipping to have 
effected an evacuation of the place in the manner you 
suggest, it would have been for many reasons an unadvise- 
able measure. 

Your ideas for the plan of operation for the army under 
your command in the ensuing campaign, are, in general, 
approved by the King ; but I shall write more fully to you 
upon that subject in a separate letter, confining myself, at 
present, to the consideration of those parts of your letters 
which suggest the means of augmenting your force to what 
is necessary for that plan, and to an explanation of the 
arrangements we are making for that purpose, and for sup- 
plying, as far as is practicable, the several articles of which 
you have made requisition. 

By your calculation, the number of men wanting to 



complete the several battalions stated in your paper of dis- 
tribution, so that each battalion shall have five hundred 
men for the field, amounts to six thousand one hun- 
dred men ; but as the plan of augmentation, by incorpora- 
ting one hundred men into each battalion from the foreign 
troops in British pay, is liable to many objections from the 
nature and custom of their service — and I cannot yet say, 
whether it will be practicable to get any assistance from 
the militia in the manner you propose — you must depend 
for the augmentation you wish upon the number of levies 
that will be raised by recruiting, (which I am sorry to say, 
goes on slowly,) and upon such additional battalions as we 
shall be able to send you. You are, therefore, to add to the 
Forty-Second Regiment, which will be one thousand men 
complete, two other battalions of one thousand each, which 
will be raised upon a plan proposed by General Frazer, 
and approved by the King, and which it is hoped will be 
ready to embark for Boston, with the Forty-Second Regi- 
ment, early in the month of April. 

You will also be furnished with an additional battalion 
from the armament going out upon an expedition to the 
Southern Colonies, which now consists, as you will see by 
the enclosed copy of my letter of instructions to Major 
General Clinton, of seven regiments ; and, therefore, admit- 
ting that it should become necessary to leave two regi- 
ments to the Southward, (and I trust it will not be neces- 
sary to leave more,) there will be one battalion collected 
from that service more than you have included in your 
calculation. 

The addition of General Frazer's corps, and of one 
battalion from the Southern expedition, and supposing the 
recruits to amount to two thousand men, will make an 
augmentation to your force of about four thousand four 
hundred men ; and I speak with some degree of confi- 
dence, when I say, that 1 trust we shall be able to send 
you a separate corps of foreign troops, not less than ten 
thousand men, for although our negotiation with Russia 
has failed, we are now in treaty with other States for dif- 
ferent corps, amounting in the whole to upwards of seven- 
teen thousand men, and I think those treaties are brought 
so near to an issue, that they cannot fail. 

The additional quantity of tonnage of shipping, which 
you state to be wanting for the entire evacuation of Bos- 
ton, is very large ; but it will in great measure, if not 
altogether, be supplied by the store-ships already gone 
out, and by a much greater number that are now prepar- 
ing to be sent, all which will be at your disposal after they 
arrive, and have landed their cargoes; but should these 
not be enough, means will be found to supply the defi- 
ciency. 

Your demand for wagons and horses, involves a greater 
difficulty; for, I am sorry to say, I think it is impossible to 
be complied with in the extent in which it is stated ; and, 
therefore, I could wish to be satisfied in my own mind, that 
it is not necessary, and that, supposing the worst to hap- 
pen, the nature of the operations will be such, that a great 
part of the service for which wagons and horses are de- 
manded, may be performed by water-carriage. 

With this hope, I have pressed forward the supply of 
flat-bottomed boats, of which thirty-two are already sent 
out, and also ten yawls, and as many cutters ; and forty 
more boats are now in hand, and will be ready to go out 
by the first ships. Some horses, however, for the use of 
the artillery, and for the carriage of tents, must be pro- 
cured, and I shall consult General Harvey and General 
Burgoyne, as to the numbers that will be wanted for that 
purpose. 

Upon inquiring at the office of Ordnance, I find that 
the demand made in August last, for intrenching tools, and 
of those articles that were wanting in the Engineer's De- 
partment, had been supplied ; directions, however, will be 
given for a second supply of the same sort, and for double 
the quantity of those articles of that supply which were on 
board the Nancy brig. 

With regard to the supply of provisions, forage, and 
other stores, stated in the returns you have transmitted to 
me, the care of that business belongs to the Treasury De- 
partment, and I have no doubt that the utmost activity will 
be used in every step that is necessary to be taken. 

It is impossible to turn one's thoughts to Canada, with- 
out regretting the unfortunate situation of the King's affairs 
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in that country, and lamenting the obstacles which pre- 
vented the execution of the measure you had, with so pro- 
per a zeal, proposed for the safety of it, and which, 1 will 
venture to say, could not have failed ; but, when 1 say this, 
I am not to presume that Admiral Graves had not good 
reasons for refusing to adopt it ; at the same time, hoping, 
that, whatever his reasons were, they will be fully inquired 
into in the proper Department. 

My business is to consider the means by which Q«c- 
beck, if possible, may be relieved; or, if lost, how we may 
recover it ; but, as it can be of no use to explain to you 
all the steps I have taken for that purpose, I will only say, 
that, independent of the efforts we shall make very early 
to relieve the town, I hope, that, by the first or second 
week in March, we shall be able to send General Carleton 
at least ten thousand men. 

The King approves the arrangement you propose, in re- 
spect to an Adjutant-General and a Quartermaster-General, 
and also your attention to Major Rogers, of whose firm- 
ness and fidelity we have received further testimony from 
Govemour Tryon, and there is no doubt you will find the 
means of making him useful. 

Lieutenant Bourmaster's behaviour does him great cre- 
dit, and I will not fail to recommend him to Lord Sand- 
wich; in the meantime, I have communicated to the Lords 
of the Admiralty, what you say of that gentleman, in an 
official letter, and also what you represent of the necessity 
qf sending out seamen to complete the transports to their 
proper numbers, and your ideas of the propriety of aug- 
menting the number of seamen, on board the King's ships, 
to a war establishment. 

I am to suppose that Admiral Graves had good reasons 
for the step he took to destroy the town of Falmouth, and 
that he did not proceed to that extremity without an abso- 
lute refusal on the part of the inhabitants to comply with 
those requisitions, stated in the orders he received from the 
Lords of the Admiralty, which, however, does not appear 
from any account 1 have seen of that transaction. 

In your letter of the 26th November, No. 2, you desire 
more particular directions in regard to the effects and mer- 
chandise in the town of Boston, on which head, it is the 
King's pleasure, that, if practicable, the whole should be 
removed and put into store, either at Halifax, or some other 
place of safety, so that the British merchant may have a 
chance, at least, to recover some of the properly for which 
he can never be paid. At the same time, I am to repeat 
to you, what was said of Mr. Pownall's letter, that you 
must use your own discretion, according as circumstances 
shall point out at the time of your removal ; for, however 
desirable it may be, that these goods and merchandise should 
be secured, it is an object that must not be attended to, if it 
should be found to be accompanied with such difficulty as 
to create any embarrassment or hazard in your removal ; 
for, supposing such a case, the destruction of these goods 
and merchandise will be fully justified. 

With regard to the battalion and detachment of artillery, 
serving in North-America, it is to be understood, that you 
do not fill up any vacancies, but in the rank of second lieu- 
tenants, in which rank you may grant commissions, and 
also, in all other corps below the rank of a field-officer, 
which commissions will be confirmed by His Majesty. 



MATTHEW TILGHMAN TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Annapolis, January 5, 1776. 
Sir : Several vessels being nearly ready to sail for the 
foreign West-Indies, agreeable to the resolutions of Con- 
gress, on the account of this Province, our Convention sent 
two gentlemen express to Williamsburgh and Hampton, 
to gain intelligence of the situation of affairs in Virginia ; 
they have just returned, and the enclosed copies will inform 
of the strength of Lord Dunmore, and his present situation 
and circumstances. Our Convention think it imprudent to 
hazard the probable seizure of their vessels and cargoes by 
the numerous tenders, and cutters employed to make cap- 
tures; but the loss of property to this Province, from such an 
incident, appears to them trivial when compared to the con- 
sequences in the relief of a disjressed enemy. Therefore, 
the sailing of the vessels is suspended, and the Convention 
request the orders of Congress, if not incompatible with any 
destined., service, that the Hornet and Wasp, said now to 



be ready, may convoy the vessels through the Capes. It 
is apprehended they will be an overmatch for Stewart's 
sloop, or any of the tenders. Our Convention, likewise, 
submit it to the consideration of Congress, whether it may 
not be less dangerous, and more for the general service, 
that the Hornet and Wasp should push to Delaware, than 
return again up this bay. The Convention are very de- 
sirous of a speedy answer. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your very humble servant, 

Matthew Tilghman. 

To Hon. John Hancock, President of Congress. 

Williamsburgli, December 29, 1775- 
Gentlemen: We are this moment favoured with yours 
of the 22d, by Captain Hyde, to whom we have endea- 
voured to give the assistance he required in the course of 
his inquiry, as well as to show him the civility due to a 
gentleman on the very friendly errand he came. We have, 
perhaps, been remiss in not communicating to you a full 
account of our situation, and that of our enemy. We had 
transmitted to our Delegates in Congress the state of our 
affairs, from time to time, and imagined it would, from 
thence, be communicated to our sister Cojpnjes, as far as 
was necessary, and we saw no occasion to call on our neigh- 
bours for assistance, by land, and did not, till late, hope for 
any by water; however, on the arrival of the Liverpool, 
man-of-war, with a store-ship, we thought it proper to com- 
municate that intelligence to your Committee of Safety, 
which we did by express, on Saturday last, and which we 
hope has reached you ere now. The disgraceful circum* 
stance, to the Colony, of seizing the Printer's materials and 
servants, in Norfolk; the captivating our friends at Kemp's 
Landing, and the cowardly behaviour of a party of Militia 
in that neighbourhood, afterwards, proceeded from the de- 
fenceless state of that part of the country, and our inability, 
for sometime, to send them protection, for want of arms and 
ammunition. As soon as we had despatched a respectable 
body of men across James River, for this purpose, Lord 
Dunmore issued his proclamation, and dispersed his stand- 
ards and oaths, in Norfolk and Princess Anne, to which 
the bulk of the people in those Counties resorted and, sub- 
scribed, and a number of slaves ran away to Norfolk and 
joined the enemy. Our Army continued their march with- 
out interruption till they got to a place called the Great- 
Bridge, between Suffolk and Norfolk; there the enemy 
had raised a stockade fort to intercept their passage. After 
some skirmishing for several days, Lord Dunmore's whole 
regulars, consisting of about two hundred, sallied out, and 
passed the bridge to attack our party. They met a defeat 
so complete, and sustained so large a carnage, that they 
have not yet appeared in action. They retreated on boajd 
the ships, and our Army marched into Norfolk without op- 
position, where there are about twelve hundred of Virgi- 
nians and North-Carolinians, masters of the land, for Coir 
onel Howe being convenient to the place, and hearing of 
the state of things there, had kindly marched with about 
five hundred men to our assistance. The notorious Tories, 
and some blacks, are gone on board the vessels in the har-? 
bour, and have embarked effects to the amount of one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand pounds, as estimated. 

Our Convention have under examination spine suspected 
persons of property; others have come in, and remain neu- 
ter; all the slaves, except what are on board the vessels, 
have surrendered, on promise of pardon, or been taken \t\ 
arms, out of whom some examples will be made; and the 
apprehensions of danger, from that quarter, seem to hav<? 
subsided. Besides the Liverpool and store-ship, which 
are supposed to have about four hundred seamen and ma- 
rines, the naval force of our enemy consists of the Otter, 
of twelve six, and two four-pounders; the Kingfisher, of 
fourteen six, and four four-pounders; the Eilbcck, pierced 
for twenty-two guns, and, perhaps, now recruited from the 
store-ship, she had, however, only seven, three and four- 
pounders, badly mounted ; the William, of six guns, size 
unknown ; and several tenders, consisting of four schooners, 
four sloops, with small pilot boats, none of them very con- 
siderable, except a sloop belonging to, and commanded by, 
a Captain Stewart, which is said to mount ten carriage 
guns. The men belonging to all these ships of war and 
tenders, do not exceed ..two hundred, and these mostly 
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pressed. We have at Hampton, at present, about two 
hundred men only, who have so obstructed the navigation 
up that river, by sinking boats, that none can get up but those 
well acquainted with it, and have raised some breastworks 
for defence. A reinforcement to them of two hundred 
men is ordered, and will be there in a day or two; be- 
side those, there is a Captain Barron, a brave, experienced 
seaman, whose company of Militia, being also stationed 
there, has been very active in small excursions of vessels, 
in Hampton Roads, from which he has brought in several 
vessels belonging to Tories, protected others, the properly 
of friends, from falling into the enemy's hands, and has 
taken two tenders, on their way to the Eastern-Shore for 
provisions, manned with Americans and slaves. We have 
strengthened his hands, by empowering him to fit out three 
armed vessels, to be employed in this way, and have great 
confidence in his prudence and valour. We have recom- 
mended it to Captain Hyde, that, should any vessels of 
yours be passing through the Road, they give a signal, to 
be settled by him with Captain Barron and the command- 
ing officer at Hampton, which may produce some useful 
pilots, and, perhaps, other assistance from thence. We have, 
also, about three hundred troops in this city. 

We Tire informed of a considerable cannonade, heard this 
day towards Norfolk, and suppose the gust may have pro- 
duced some effects of consequence there. If either should 
occasion any material intelligence from thence, we will en- 
deavouT to put it into the way of Captain Hyde, on his 
return from Hampton. In the mean time, we have parti- 
cularly mentioned every thing which occurs to us as mate- 
rial, and are, with regard and esteem, gentlemen, your most 
obedient servants, 

Edmund Pendleton, P. Carrington, 
John Page, Dudley Diggs, 

Richard Bland, William Cabell, 

Thomas Ludwell Lee, Carter Braxton, 

John Tabb. 
To the Honourable Matthew Tilghman, Thomas Johnson, 
Jun., and Samuel Chase, Esquires. 

Williamsburgh, December 529, 1775. 
Gentlemen: Mr. Howard delivered me your favour 
of the 22d of December. I find the Committee of Safety 
have seen those gentlemen ; who, no doubt, have made 
them acquainted with the present situation of affairs. We 
hear the men-of-war are beating down the town of Nor- 
folk. I most sincerely wish the speedy arrival of your ships. 
I believe we have, at Hampton, three hundred men. 
I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Wilson Miles Cart, 
To Matthew Tilghman, Esquire. 

A List of the Naval Force, now in the Harbour of Norfolk, 
and in Hampton Roads, December 30, 1775, viz: 

Ship Liverpool, twenty-eight guns, Henry Bellciv, com- 
mander; sloop Otter, sixteen guns, Matthew Squire, com- 
mander; sloop Kingfisher, eighteen guns, James Montagu, 
commander ; sloop, eight guns, Robert Stewart, comman- 
der ; Lord Dunmore's ship, Eilbeck, force unknown ; six 
or seven small tenders of small force. 

The force of Lord [Dunmore's, by account of Colonel 
Elliott: 130 Regulars; 120 Marines; 150 Negroes; 250 
Liverpool. 

Memoranda of Vessels, Cargoes, Owners, Masters, &c: 
Sloop Christian, Captain Avery, belonging to Messrs. 
Givens, from Norfolk, bound to Glasgow, two thousand 
five hundred bushels of wheat, two thousand staves ; sloop 
Agatha, Captain Wilson, belonging to Shadden fy Co., 
from Grenada, bound to Norfolk, forty-seven hogsheads 
rum ; brig Cornet, Captain Harris, belonging to Captain 
Harris, from Glasgow, bound to Norfolk, a few dry goods ; 
schooner Peggy, Captain Haynes, belonging to Maximi- 
lian Calvert, from St. Vincent's, bound to Norfolk, three 
hogsheads rum, one hogshead and one tierce and four bar- 
rels sugar r sloop Industry, Captain Pierce, belonging to 
Mr. Hebb, from Turk's Island, bound to Maryland, nine 
hundred bushels salt; sloop Molly, Captain Servant, belong- 
ing to Wardroop, of Norfolk, from Turk's Island, bound to 
Norfolk, one thousand two hundred and thirty-two bushels 
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salt ; sloop Swallow, Captain Burrell, belonging to Mo 
Callister fy Co., from Turk's Island, bound to Norfolk 
two thousand five hundred bushels of salt ; sloop Snow- 
Bird, Captain Horn, from Rhode-hland, bound to Mary- 
land, seven thousand pounds cheese, twenty barrels cider, 
two hundred and fifty bushels of potatoes, thirty barrels of 
apples; sloop Dorothy, Captain Goodrick, belonging to 
Goodrich, from St. Eustatia, bound to Nansemond, in bal- 

Thomas Elliott, 
samuel purviance to president of congress. 

[Road January 8, 1776.] 

Baltimore, January 5, 1776. 

Sir : Enclosed I send you the deposition of a certain 
Captain John Horn, of Providence, in Rhode-Island, who 
arrived here this day. By said deposition it appears that 
there is the greatest reason to believe the ships of war have 
fired upon and destroyed the town of Norfolk, in Virginia. 
I thought it a matter of so much importance that the Con- 
gress should have the earliest advice of this important 
transaction, that I have despatched the bearer express 
therewith. Mr. Wall, of Providence, a gentleman of cha- 
racter, owner of Captain Horn, who is now here, assures 
me I may depend on the truth of his deposition. 

I am, with the greatest respect, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

Samuel Purviance, Jun. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. This moment a young man is arrived from Anna- 
polis, who informs me there was a boat arrived tliere from 
Hampton, who brings the same advice of the ships being 
left firing against the town of Norfolk. 

Baltimore Town, ss : 

This day came before me, the subscriber, one of the 
Lord Proprietor's Justices of the Peace for the County of 
Baltimore, John Horn, master of the sloop Snow-Bird, 
lately arrived from sea, who did depose as follows : That 
he, the said John Horn, being at Hampton, in Virginia, 
on Monday, the first instant, did hear a continued firing of 
great guns the whole day, supposed to be at the town of 
Norfolk ; that a boat (as he was informed) was sent the 
same day from Hampton to know the cause of said firing, 
which, he was informed by Captain Barron, commander of 
a cruiser belonging to Hampton, brought advice that the 
vessels of war were firing upon the town of Norfolk ; that 
about four o'clock in the afternoon of the same day, a great 
flame and smoke was perceived at Hampton, supposed to 
proceed from the town of Norfolk being on fire. That 
this deponent sailed from Hampton on Monday, the same 
evening, during which, and the whole night following, be 
heard a continual firing of great guns, and observed a great 
flame towards Norfolk; that on Tuesday, all day till about the 
middle of the afternoon, he heard a continual firing of great 
guns, and observed a great smoke ascending from the same 
quarter, and further this deponent saith not. 

John Horn. 

Sworn before me at Baltimore, January 5, 1776. 

Her. Courtenay. 



ORDERS FROM NAVAL COMMITTEE TO THE COMMANDER-IN- 
CHIEF OF THE FLEET OF THE UNITED COLONIES, 

In Naval Committee, January 5, 1776. 
Orders and directions for the Commander-in-chief of the 
Fleet of the United Colonies. 

You are to take care that proper discipline, good order, 
and peace, be preserved amongst all the ships, and their 
companies, under your command. 

You are to direct the several Captains to make out 
and deliver monthly, or oftener, an exact return of the offi- 
cers, seamen, and marines, on board of each respective 
vessel, noting their particular condition and circumstance ; 
also, the quantity and quality of provisions and stores of 
every kind, together with the state of the respective ships'; 
which returns, or copies of them, you are to transmit to 
Congress, or a Committee appointed by them to receive 
such returns, as often as opportunity offers. 
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• You are, by every means in your power, to keep up an 
exact correspondence with the Congress, or Committee of 
Congress aforesaid,«and with ihe Commander-in-chief of 
the Continental Forces in America. 

As, by your instructions, you are empowered to equip 
such vessels as may fall into your power, and to appoint 
officers for such vessels : as ofien as this shall happen, you 
are, by the very first opportunity, lo transmit to Congress, 
or the Committee aforesaid, the burden, force, and manner 
of equipment of such vessels, together with an exact list of 
such officers as you may appoint, in order that their ap- 
pointment may be confirmed by Congress, or others be 
appointed in their stead. 

You will be particularly careful to give such orders and 
instructions in writing to the officers under your command, 
as the good of the service may, in every case, require ; to 
devise or adopt, and give out to the commanding officer 
of every ship, such signals and other marks and distinctions 
as may be necessary for their direction. 

You are to take very particular care that all the men 
under your command be properly fed and taken care of, 
When they are in health, as well as when they are sick or 
wounded. You will, also, very carefully attend to all the 
just complaints which may be made by any of the people 
under your command, and see that they are speedily and 
effectually redressed, for on a careful attention to these im- 
portant subjects, the good of the service essentially depends. 

You are always to be exceedingly careful that your arms, 
as well great as small, be kept in the very best condition 
for service, and that all your cartridges, powder, shot, and 
every accoutrement whatsoever, belonging to them, be kept 
in the most exact order, always fit for immediate service. 

You will carefully attend to such prisoners as may fall 
into your hands, and see that they be well and humanely 
treated. You may also send your prisoners on shore, in 
such convenient places where they may be delivered to the 
Conventions, Committees of Safety, or Inspection, in order 
to their being taken care of and properly provided for. 

You will, also, give proper orders and directions to the 
Captains or Commanders of the ships or vessels under your 
command, in case they should be separated by stress of 
weather or any other accident, in what manner, and at what 
places they shall again join you. 

Stephen Hopkins, 
Christopher Gadsden, 
Silas Deane, 
Joseph Hewes. 



ROBERT YATES TO JONATHAN HAMPTON. 

New-York, January 5, 1776. 

Sir: You have, by Mr. Christopher Duyckinck, eigh- 
teen quarter casks of powder, containing, large weight, four 
hundred and fifty pounds, to pay some powder we bad last 
summer of the Committees of Brunswick and Elizabeth- 
town, and wood for the Continental Army, which I pray 
you to take in charge, and cause the payment to be made 
to those Committees, and give Mr. Duyckinck a receipt 
for the powder. 

I am, dear sir, in haste, your humble servant, 

Robert Yates, Chairman. 

To Jonathan Hampton, Esq., Chairman of the Committee 
for Elizabethtown. 



PROTEST OF KINDERHOOK (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE. 

After those clear and convincing lights, which we have 
thrown on the business of the Kinderhook election, have 
been disregarded, we can promise little benefit to ourselves 
from a further appeal, either to reason or justice. We have 
shown that the late Committee for our District conformed 
to the rules of the Congress and of this Board; that a regu- 
lar poll was held, at which they were appointed to preside, 
and of which they were, like other returning officers, the 
only judges in the first instance. We have proved that 
the rejection of even legal votes, does not absolutely vitiate 
an election ; and we have declared our readiness to conform 
to the practice of all publick bodies in the case of scrutinies, 
when it is the invariable usage to strike off from the poll 
such as have been admitted without the .legal qualification, 
and to add such as, being duly qualified, have been rejected 



provided they tendered their votes at the election : and 
to confirm this doctrine, we have alluded to the proceed- 
ings of the Common Council of this city, in the scrutiny 
between Yates and Hun, within a few years. We have re- 
monstrated against the pernicious tendency of this Board's 
countenancing individuals who have acted in open and wan- 
ton violation of all precedents, and even of the orders of 
this Board. We are, therefore, constrained by the exigency 
of our case, solemnly to protest against this proceeding of 
the Committee, and to declare, that from henceforth, the 
District of Kinderhook is no longer represented at this 
Board ; and in this measure we stand justified to our con- 
stituents, as well as our consciences, charging all the mis- 
chief upon that decision by which the right of election is 
taken away from the District and vested in this Committee, 
and by which the majority of electors is sacrificed to the 
minority. Such a conduct, too, we conceive, has a mani- 
fest tendency to destroy that union which some people pre- 
tend such zeal to maintain ; and, by lessening the authority 
of Congresses and Committees, and encouraging a breach of 
their rules and orders, is subversive of that system of power 
which the United Colonies have thought proper to esta- 
blish in carrying on their defence. 

The above was delivered in to the Albany County Com- 
mittee, the 5th January, 1776, by the District Committee 
of Kinderhook, and signed by 

Andreas Wilbf.ck, 

CORNELII'S V. ScHAACK, JlJN., 

Barent Vanderpoel, 
Dirck Gardinier, 

Committee. 

NOTICE FOR ELECTION OF A COMMITTEE FOR KINDERHOOK, 
NEW-YORK. 

Albany, January 6, 1776. 

Whereas, the Genera! Committee of the City and County 
of Albany, by their Resolve entered into on the 5th instant, 
have invalidated the late return of the election for a Com- 
mittee in the District oiJCinderhook, and ordered that a new 
election be held in said District, on Monday, the loth day 
of January, instant, at the house of Tobias Van Buren, in 
said District ; and that Messrs. Peter Van Ness, Richard 
Esselstyn, John N. Beekman, Jacob Schermerhorn, and 
Matthew Adgate, or any three of them, be a Committee 
to hold the election ; and that the Chairman of the County 
Committee give previous notice, by advertisement, to the 
inhabitants of said District, of the time and place of such 
election ; and that fouj persons be chosen to represent said 
District in General Committee : 

In pursuance of the said Resolution, it is hereby declar- 
ed, that the said election will be held on the day, and at 
the place aforesaid, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, and the 
inhabitants of said District are hereby notified of said Re- 
solves, and earnestly requested to attend on the day and 
place aforesaid, for the purpose aforesaid 

Abraham Yates, Jun., Cliairman. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Albany, Friday, January 5, 1776. 

I do not hesitate a moment to answer my dear Gene- 
ral's question in the affirmative, by declaring that now or 
never is the time for every virtuous American to exert 
himself in the cause of liberty and his country; and that 
it is become a duty cheerfully to sacrifice the sweets of 
domestick felicity, to attain the honest and glorious end 
America has in view; and I can, with a good conscience, 
declare, that I have devoted myself to the service of my 
country in the firmest resolution to sink or swim with it, 
unanxlous how I quit the stage of life, provided that 1 leave 
to my posterity the happy reflection that their ancestor 
was an honest American. 

Here, my dear sir, yoir will ask, why then do you wish to 
retire from a publick office ? Not because I am deterred by 
any difficulties I have experienced, or any that might here- 
after present themselves; for I have had repeated experi- 
ence in the course of life, that what the greater part of man- 
kind deem impossibilities, exist only in idea, and are sur- 
mountable by a steady perseverance; but because l think 
I should prejudice my country by continuing any longer in 
this command. The favourable opinion that you are 
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pleased to enterlain of me, obliges me to an explanation, 
which I shall give you in confidence. I have already in- 
formed you of the disagreeable situation I have been in du- 
ring the campaign, but I would waive that, were it not that 
it has chiefly arisen from prejudice and jealousy ; for 1 
could point out particular persons of rank in the Army who 
have frequently declared, that the General commanding in 
this quarter, ought to be of the Colony from whence the 
majority of the troops came ; but it is not from opinions or 
principles of individuals that I have drawn the following 
conclusion : That troops from the Colony of Connecticut, 
will not bear with a General from another Colony; it is 
from the daily and common conversation of all ranks of 
people from that Colony, both in and out of the Army, and 
1 assure you, that I sincerely lament that a people of so 
much publick virtue should be actuated by such an unbe- 
coming jealousy, founded on such a narrow principle — a 
principle extremely unfriendly to our righteous cause, as it 
tends to alienate the affections of numbers in this Colony, 
in spite the most favourable constructions that prudent 
men, and real Americans amongst us, attempt to put upon 
it; and although I frankly avow that I feel a resentment, 
yet I shall continue to sacrifice it to a nobler object — the 
weal of that country in which I have drawn the breath of 
life — resolved ever to seek, with unwearied assiduity, for 
opportunities to fulfil my duty to it. 

I shall to-morrow write to General Montgomery to collect 
the evidence in support of the charge against Prescott, and 
entreat him to be very particular. As the prisoners taken 
on board the vessels in the St. Lawrence are not yet pass- 
ed, it is probable that I may, by their means, be able to 
furnish your Excellency with some accounts of the usage 
Allen received. 

Since the receipt of your Excellency's, of the 18th, 
Major Rogers is come to this town. 1 sent to him, and 
amongst a variety of passes, he produced a late one from 
the Committee of New-Hampshire, to pass unmolested to 
New-York, for which place he sets out to-day. I believe 
there is no truth in the intelligence sent by Mr. Wheelock, 
for I find upon inquiry, that Rogers arrived at this place 
after St. John's was invested, and that he went from 
hence to New-England. 1 shall, however, make further 
inquiries. I shall forward the account against Captain 
Morgan to Colonel Arnold, by next post. 

You will perceive by the enclosed, that the junction of 
General Montgomery and Col. Arnold has taken place, but 
their force is so small, and the weather has been so severe, 
that I fear they have not been able to possess themselves 
of Quebeck. Should an attempt have been made to storm 
it, and have proved fruitless, and accidents have happened 
to Montgomery and Arnold, I tremble lest Canada should 
be lost. If I could procure any men, I would send them to 
Canada immediately ; but I know not where to get any. 
Even Ticondcroga and Fort- George are by this time, I 
fear, left to the care of the Commissary of Provisions and 
Conducterof Artillery. The officers to whom I had issued 
warrants, to raise four companies, meet with no success. 

The first of the cannon arrived here on Wednesday, and 
the whole is on its way, but detained by the weakness of 
the ice in Hudson's River, occasioned by the uncommon 
mildness of the weather for several days past. One frosty 
night, if not deferred too long, will, however, put every 
thing in order, and 1 hope you will soon have the pleasure 
of seeing all at Cambridge. 

To-morrow, thirteen of the Caughnaieaga tribe, under 
the care of Major Wales, will set out for Cambridge, on a 
visit. 

Your letter to General Howe gave me great pleasure, 
and his answer must convince mankind of your superiority. 
His affectation is trifling, and unbecoming a gentleman. His 
letter, I believe, will be eventually a censure on General 
Carleton. 

I shall immediately forward to your Excellency what 
clothing can be spared from here ; great part of it is not 
yet made up. 

Sunday, January 7, 1776. — Yesterday a frost came on, 
and this morning I had the satisfaction to see the first divi- 
sion of sleds, with cannon, cross the river. Should there 
be snow all the way to Cambridge, they will probably 
arrive there about this day week. 

A Mr. Gamble, who was made prisoner with Brigadier 



Prescott, and who was a Deputy Quartermaster-General 
in Canada, has entreated me lo intercede with your Excel- 
lency to get him exchanged. He urges that he must be 
ruined unless he can get back to Canada. Although I by 
no means wish to prejudice an individual, yet I do "not 
think it prudent that he should go to Quebcck, unless it is 
in our possession. When that happens, I can see no incon- 
veniency in exchanging him, or permitting him to go, and 
shall esteem it as a favour if he can then procure your leave, 
and if you can get him exchanged, that he may not lose 
his office. He writes to General Lee on the subject. I 
have expressly informed him that ] did not think he could 
be permitted to go to Qucbeck, until after its reduction. 

Be pleased to accept the compliments of the season, 
and my best wishes. I have the honour to be, with un- 
feigned esteem, your Excellency's most obedient, and most 

humble servant, ~ _, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To His Excellency General Washington. _ 1 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MONTREAL, DATED JANUAfiY 
5, 1776. 

I came here last night, with despatches to General Woos- 
ter, having just time to acquaint you, per express, that on 
the 30th instant two attacks were made by our troops 
on Quebcck, and a feint at Cape-Diamond; the one at 
St. Roque's, by Colonel Arnold's detachment, consisting 
of about four hundred men, with sixty of Captain Lamb's 
company of artillery, and a party of Indians ; the other, at 
Drummond's wharf, under Cape-Diamond, by the ■ New- 
York troops, commanded by Gen. Montgomery, who was at 
their head. The attack was commenced between five and 
six o'clock, in the morning. It is with the greatest con- 
cern I inform you, that our brave General, his Aid-de-camp 
Mr. Macpherson, and Captain Cheeseman, fell the firstTjre, 
in the glorious attempt. I was with the General's party, 
and near him when he was killed. Mr. Macpherson behaved 
with spirit, and was an honour to his country. We passed 
the first barrier without opposition. This fatal stroke, of 
losing our General, threw our troops into confusion, and 
we received orders from Colonel Campbell to retire, with' 
the loss of about fifteen men. Colonel Arnold's detachment, 
on the south side, forced two barriers out of four, ancTabout 
nine o'clock they were surrounded, and under the neces- 
sity of surrendering themselves prisoners of war. They are 
very well treated. Governonr Carleton buried General 
Montgomery and_ Mr. Macpherson with all the honours of 
war. Major Meigs is out on parole of honour, for three 
days, and has leave to carry in all the officers' baggage. 
Colonel Arnold was wounded in the small of his Teg,°at 
the first barrier, as was Major Ogden, and they botb re- 
tired ; Colonel Green had the command afterwards. Colonel 
Arnold's detachment behaved with the greatest bravery, 
and struck terrour into General Carleton, or he would not 
treat them as he does. Major Meigs says General Carle- 
ton does not expect to hold Quebeck long. Captain Ilen- 
dericks, of the Pennsylvania riflemen, Lieutenant Hum- 
phries, of Morgan's company, of Virginia riflemen, and 
Lieutenant Cooper, of Captain Manchet's company, are 
killed ; Captain Lamb is slightly wounded, and about one 
hundred privates are killed and wounded. 



GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.' "" 

January 5, 1776. 
Dear General : The consequences of the enemy's 
possessing themselves of New-York, have appeared to me 
so terrible, that I have scarcely been able to sleep from 
apprehensions on the subject. These apprehensions daily 
increase. You have it in your power, at present, to pre- 
vent this dreadful event. If I do not mistake, the Con- 
gress have given you authority to take any step in that 
place, as well as here, which you shall think necessary for 
the publick service; but if they have not given you," ex- 
pressly and literally, authority with respect to the city of 
ISew-York, I am confident that any measure you thiok 
right to plan, and put in execution, will be approvedof. 1 
have the greatest reason to believe, from the most authen- 
tick intelligence, that the best members of the Corrgress 
expect that you would take much upon yourself, as refer- 
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ring every matter of importance to them is, in fact, defeat- 
fig the project. We have an instance of this in the fate 
of the motion for seizing the person of Mr. Tryon. To 
yfrulney loot up for decision. By your conduct they are 
lb" be inspired with decision. In fact, your situation is such, 
that the salvation of the whole depends on your striking, at 
certain crises, vigorous strokes, without previously commu- 
nicating your intention. On this principle, I venture to 
propose the following scheme, and to offer myself for the 
execution : 

New- York must be secured ; but it will never, I am 
afraid, be secured by direct order of the Congress, for ob- 
vious reasons. They find themselves awkwardly situated on 
this head. You must step in to their relief. I am sensible 
that no man can be spared from the lines, in our present 
circumstances ; but 1 would propose that you should detach 
me into \ Connecticut, and lend your name for collecting a 
body of volunteers. I am assured that I shall find no dif- 
ficulty in assembling a sufficient number for the purposes 
wanted. This body, in conjunction (if there should ap- 
pear occasion to summon them) with the Jersey regiment, 
under the command of Lord Stirling, now at Elizabeth- 
town f will effect the security of New-York, and the expul- 
srorror suppression of that dangerous banditti of Tories who 
have appeared in Long-Island, with the professed inten- 
tion of acting against the authority of the Congress. Not 
to ,crus:h these serpents, before their rattles are grown, 
^rjuTcf be ruinous. I am assured, likewise, that the Con- 
necticut volunteers, who will offer themselves for the ser- 
vice, will expect no pay, but at most the expenses of their 
provisions, and, perhaps, of carriages for the conveyance 
of their baggage. When once we have secured the place 
with street-fortifications, and engaged the friends of liberty 
so far that they cannot recede, purged the city and Long- 
Island t p( the leading tories, the residence of those Connec- 
tifiti volunteers, will be no longer necessary ; for there is 
no-ireasVn to doubt that the Congress will detach troops 
fi*om Pennsylvania, to garrison the place, although, from 
^#l?#gJh m ted at, they may not choose to commence the 
operation. This manoeuvre I not only think prudent and 
right, but absolutely necessary to our salvation; and if it 
rrreetSjjas I ardently hope it will, with your approbation, 
the sooner it is entered upon the better. Indeed, the de- 
lay of a single day may be fatal. 

I am, dear General, yours, most respectfully, 

. Charles Lee. 

form of government assumed bt the colony of new- 
hampshire. 
, In Congress, at Exeter, January 5, 1776. 

We, the members of the Congress of the Colony of 
New-Hampshire, chosen and appointed by the free suf- 
frages of the people of said Colony, and authorized and 
empowered by them to meet together, and use such means, 
and pursue such measures, as we should judge best for the 
publick good ; and, in particular, to establish some form 
of Government, provided that measure should be recom- 
mended by the Continental Congress: And a recommen- 
dation to that purpose having been transmitted to us from 
th« said Congress, have taken into our serious considera- 
tion the unhappy circumstances into which this Colony is 
involved, by means of many grievous and oppressive acts 
of the British Parliament—depriving us of our native and 
constitutional rights and privileges : To force obedience to 
which acts, a powerful fleet and army have been sent into 
this country by the Ministry of Great Britain, who have 
'exercised a wanton and cruel abuse of their power, in de- 
stroying the lives and properties of the Colonists, in many 
places, with fire and sword — taking the ships and laden 
from many of the honest and industrious inhabitants of this 
Colony, employed in commerce agreeably to the laws and 
cb'stomsa long time used here: The sudden and abrupt 
departure of his Excellency John FVentworth, Esq., our 
late Governour, and several of the Council, leaving us des- 
titute of legislation ; and no Executive courts being open 
(o "punish criminal offenders, whereby the lives and proper- 
ties of the honest people of this Colony are liable to the 
machinations and evil designs of wicked men : 

Therefore, for the preservation of peace and good order, 
and for the security of the lives and properties of the in- 
habitants of this Colony, we conceive ourselves reduced to 



the necessity of establishing a form of Government, to con- 
tinue during the present unhappy and unnatural contest 
with Great Britain; protesting and declaring, that we 
never sought to throw off our dependance upon Great 
Britain, but felt ourselves happy under her protection, 
while we could enjoy our constitutional rights and privi- 
leges ; and that we shall rejoice if such a reconciliation, be- 
tween us and our parent state, can be effected, as shall be 
approved by the Continental Congress, in whose prudence 
and wisdom we confide. 

Accordingly, pursuant to the trust reposed in us, we do 
resolve, that this Congress assume the name, power, and 
authority, of a House of Representatives, or Assembly, for 
the Colony of New- Hampshire. And that said House then 
proceed to choose twelve persons, being reputable free- 
holders and inhabitants within this Colony, in the following 
manner, viz: Five in the County of Rockingham, two in 
the County of Stafford, two in the County of Hillsbo- 
rough, two in the County of Cheshire, and one in the 
County of Grafton, to be a distinct and separate branch 
of the Legislature, by the name of a Council for this Co- 
lony ; to continue as such until the third Wednesday \n 
December next, any seven of whom to be a quorum to do 
business. 

That such Council appoint their President, and, in his 
absence, that the senior Counsellor preside. 

That a Secretary be appointed by both branches, who 
may be a Counsellor, or otherwise, as they shall choose. 

That no Act or Resolve be valid, and put into execu- 
tion, unless agreed to, and passed by both branches of the 
Legislature. 

That all publick officers for the said Colony, and each 
County, for the current year, be appointed by the Council 
and Assembly, except the several Clerks of the Executive 
Courts, who shall be appointed by the Justices of the re- 
spective Courts. 

That all Bills, Resolves, or Votes, for raising, levying, 
and collecting money, originate in the House of Represen- 
tatives. 

That at any sessions of the Council and Assembly, 
neither branch shall adjourn for any longer time than from 
Saturday till the next Monday, without consent of the 
other. 

And it is further Resolved, That if the present unhap- 
py disputes with Great Britain should continue longer 
than this present year, and the Continental Congress give 
no instructions or directions to the contrary, the Council 
be chosen by the people of each respective County, in 
such manner as the Council and House of Representatives 
shall order. 

That General and Field-Officers of the Militia, on any 
vacancy, he appointed by the two Houses, and all inferior 
officers be chosen by the respective companies. 

That all officers of the Army be appointed by the two 
Houses, except they should direct otherwise in case of an 
emergency. 

That all civil officers for the Colony, and for each Coun- 
ty, be appointed, and the time of their continuance in office 
be determined by the two Houses, except Clerks of Courts, 
and County Treasurers, and Recorders of Deeds. 

That a Treasurer and a Recorder of Deeds, for each 
County, be annually chosen by the people of each Coun- 
ty, respectively; the votes for such officers to be returned 
to the respective Courts of General Sessions of the Peace, 
in the County, there to be ascertained as the Council and 
Assembly shall hereafter direct. 

That Precepts, in the name of the Council and Assem- 
bly, signed by the President of the Council, and the Speak- 
er of the House of Representatives, shall issue annually, 
at or before the first day of November, for the choice of a 
Council and House of Representatives, to be returned by 
the third Wednesday in December, then next ensuing, m 
such manner as the Council and Assembly shall hereafter 
prescribe. 

COURT-MARTIAL ON CAPTAIN SPENCER. 

At a General Court-Martial, held for inquiring into the 
conduct of Captain .Spencer, of the Minute Battalion, upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel Scott's detachment, and for the trial of 
all the prisoners in all the guards : Present — 

John Ruffin, President, Captain Markham, Captain Fie- 
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ming, Captain Meade, Captain Crawford, Captain Jame- 
son, Captain Mason, Lieutenant Gee, Lieutenant Monroe, 
Lieutenant Hanicay, Ensign Woodson, Ensign Halloway, 
Ensign Foster, 

Captain Spencer appeared before the Court, when seve- 
ral depositions were read, and divers witnesses were sworn 
and examined. On consideration whereof, the Court is of 
opinion, that Captain Spencer is not guilty of the charge 
laid against him, and that he be discharged from the arrest. 
; John Ruffin, 

Approved of by Robert Howe. 

Whereas, I have been informed that some reports have 
been spread to the prejudice of Captain Joseph Spencer, 
respecting his conduct in a late attack of the enemy, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Scott : These are to cer- 
tify, that the above affair was inquired into by a Court- 
Martial, who, after a fair hearing, honourably acquitted 
Captain Spencer, That the said Captain Spencer has 
served under my command ever since we left Williams- 
burgh, upon the Norfolk expedition, and has always dis- 
charged his duty as a good officer. 

Given under my hand, at Norfolk, the 6th day of Janu- 

ar V> 1776 ' William Woodford. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, January 6, 1776. 

Sir; I have the honour of enclosing you sundry reso- 
lutions, passed yesterday, respecting Mr. Lovell. 

The Congress are desirous to know your opinion what 
rank it would be proper the Aid-de-camps of the General 
Officers ought to hold in the Army ; and, on this head, I 
am directed to write to you, and desire your answer. 

Just after the receipt of your letter, Connolly and Came- 
ron were brought to town. By some mismanagement, 
Smith, one of their associates, was suffered to make his 
escape, from Fredericktown, where they were confined. 
Orders were given to have his saddle searched, but no- 
thing is yet discovered. There is reason to believe he 
must have found means to withdraw his papers, as we find, 
by an account from the Committee of Frederick, that his 
saddle was mended there. 

The French gentlemen are arrived, and referred to the 
Secret Committee. 

The Congress have given orders to General Schuyler, im- 
mediately to secure Brigadier-General Prescott, and keep 
him in close and safe custody until further order. 



I am, &c, 
To General Washington. 



John Hancock, President. 



JOHN JAY TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON. 

Philadelphia, January G, 1776. 
Dear Robert : Amid the various sources of consola- 
tion, in seasons of poignant distress, which the wise have 
long amused themselves and the world with, the little share 
of observation and experience which has fallen to my lot, 
convinces me that resignation to the dispensations of a be- 
nevolent as well as omnipotent Being, can alone administer 
relief. The sensations whicli the first paragraph of your 
letter has occasioned, mock the force of philosophy, and, 
I confess, have rendered me the sport of feelings which 
you can more easily conceive than I express. Grief, if a 
weakness, is nevetheless, on certain occasions amiable, and 
recommends itself by being in the train of passions which 
follow virtue. But remember, my friend, that your coun- 
try bleeds and calls for your exertions. The fate of those 
veiy friends, whose misfortunes so justly afflict you, is 
linked with the common cause, and cannot have a separate 
issue. Rouse, therefore, and after vigorously discharging 
the duties you owe your country, return to your peaceful 
shades, and supply the place of your former joys by the 
reflection, that they are only removed to a more kindred 
soil, like flowers from a thorny wilderness by a friendly flo- 
rist, under whose care they will flourish and bloom, and 
court your embraces forever. Accept my warmest thanks 
for the ardour with which you wish a continuance and in- 
crease of that friendship to which I have long been much 
indebted. Be assured that its duration will always be 
among the first objects of my care. Let us unite in pro- 



ving, by our example, that the rule which declares juvenile 
friendships, like vernal flovver3, to be of short continuance, 
is not without exceptions, even in our degenerate days. 

Mr. Deane has this moment come in, so that I must con- 
clude, as I hope to conclude every letter to you, with an 
assurance that I am your affectionate friend, 

To Robert R. Livingston. 

P. S. Fifty tons of saltpetre arrived this day. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE NORTHERN ARMY. 
[January 6, 177G, read, and consideration postponed to Monday next.} 

In Congress, January 6, 1776. 
The Committee, on the affairs of the Northern Army, 
beg leave to make a further Report, and to sit again. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that the Medical Committee be directed to provide suffi- 
cient quantities of anti-scorbuticks, for the use of the Hos- 
pital in the Northern Army. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the Hospital at Fort-George be continued, for the recep- 
tion of soldiers labouring with contagious diseases ; and 
that there be a General Hospital erected on Mount- Inde- 
pendence. 

Resolved, That a suitable spot of ground for a garden 
be enclosed, in the neighbourhood of the General Hospital, 
to supply the Army with vegetables; and that labourers 
be hired to cultivate it, under the direction of an overseer, 
to be appointed by the General, or commanding officer. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the General, or commanding officer in each of the Armies, 
cause strict inquiry to be made into the conduct of the 
Directors of the Hospitals, and their surgeons, officers, and 
servants, and of the regimental surgeons, that, if there 
has been any just ground of complaint in those depart- 
ments, the offenders may be punished. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the Colonel, or commanding officer, of every regiment, 
make frequent inquiry into the health of the men under 
his command, and report the state thereof, with any negli- 
gence, malpractice, or other misconduct, of the surgeons, 
or others, to the General and to Congress, delivering co- 
pies of such reports to all persons therein accused. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the General, or Commander-in-chief of the Northern Army, 
direct all the Batteaus on Lakes Champlain and George, 
to be immediately repaired. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
one hundred Batteaus be built at Schenectady, so as to be 
ready for use in February, or March next, at furthest ; 
and, for this purpose, that boards, pitch, oakum, and other 
necessary materials, be collected, and artificers employed, 
by the General, or commanding officer. 



LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Elizabethtown, January 6, 1776 — 12 o'clock. 

Sir: After sealing the letters which Captain Morris 
will deliver you herewith, I found on the messenger some 
private letters to Mrs. Gage, which 1 have forwarded. 
The handwriting of one of them I knew to be from a 
most dangerous man ; and, for very particular reasons, I 
was induced to open it. I now send it to you, and am, 
your most humble servant, 

Stirling. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Elizabethtown, January 6, 1776. 
Sir: Having particular reasons for believing that an ex- 
press, which went through this place about noon, this day, 
for New- Tor k, was charged with despatches of importance 
for the Ministry of Great Britain, and which might con- 
tain matters valuable to be known to the Continental Con- 
gress, I immediately despatched the bearer hereof, Capt. 
Morris, of my regiment, to overtake the messenger, which 
he did, at the second ferry between this and New-York, 
and has this moment brought back the messenger, with 
the enclosed two packets, directed for the Earl of Dart- 
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mouth, which I think it is most proper to send to you un- 
opened, in order to be laid before the Congress. Captain 
Morris, who, on this occasion, has behaved with great pru- 
dence and alertness, will wait for whatever despatches or 
commands you may have for me. 

1 have the pleasure to inform you, that several vessels, 
with valuable cargoes, from foreign ports, have arrived in 
this Province, and, under the protection I have afforded 
them, have landed their cargoes. Among the rest, are 
some hundred barrels of gunpowder, which, chiefly, is 
safely lodged in New- York. 

1 have the honour to be, your most obedient, humble 

servant, o 

' Stirling. 

To the Honourable John Hancock. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, DA- 
TED NEW-YORK, JANUARY 6, 1776. 

This Colony contains about 200,000 souls, of which, 
by an exact return, 40,000 are able to bear arms; from 
whom deduct 2,000, as lukewarm and disaffected, which 
leaves 38,000 men attached to the American cause. The 
Militia of the Colony is well regulated by the Convention ; 
9,500 are appointed as Minute-Men, properly officered, 
and allowed the pay of the Continental troops, for the 
extra days they muster above the time prescribed by law. 
Ammunition is distributed to them, at the publick ex- 
pense, by the several County Committees. They are 
tolerably well armed, but, by the Spring, will be. as com- 
pletely furnished ., as any troops in the world, contracts 
having, for sometime past, been made for that purpose, 
by, and under the inspection of gentlemen who have the 
cause at heart. A sufficient quantity of intrenching tools 
are made, and their camp equipage preparing. They 
have a good train of brass field-artillery, of their own cast- 
ing, and avast plenty of iron ordnance. The Militia is 
commanded by one Major and six Brigade Generals. This 
Colony is far better prepared for defence than the Massa- 
chusetts was last Spring ; all our neighbours are in a better 
state. The present Convention of the Colony exists till 
May next; during the recess, the publick affairs are con- 
ducted by a Committee, or Council of Safety. 

There are now twenty-six complete regiments at 
Cambridge, of 632 effective mep, which amounts to 
16,422. The Connecticut troops returned home, after 
the expiration of their time. That Colony is now raising 
nineteen regiments, of 900 effective men each. JXew- 
Tork has raised four, of 750 each. Jersey two, of 6-32; 
and Pennsylvania five, of 632, effective. The number 
raised in the Southern Colonies, I cannot inform you. 
The Army at Cambridge is now exceedingly well provided 
with ammunition and artillery. 

General Wooster commanded at Montreal. Our last 
advices from Canada are dated the 7th of December. 
General Montgomery was then before Quebeck, with 4,000 
Provincials and 5,000 Canadians; he was wailing for his 
artillery to come from Montreal. Upon its arrival, there 
is no doubt but he would soon oblige General Carleton to 
surrender, who has in garrison, under his command, to de- 
fend the place, 1,053 men, consisting of English and 
French merchants, emigrants, Newfoundland-men, sailors, 
and marines. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN AT NEW-YORK 
TO HIS FRIEND IN SCOTLAND, DATED JANUARY 6, 1776. 

Mr. Washington, with 25,000 men, still keeps Gene- 
ral Howe within the limits of Bunker's Hill and the town 
of Boston. Their privateers have had amazing success 
in taking a vast number of provision and store-ships, some 
with cannon and ordnance stores. In short, they are very 
active. I wish I could say as much for the British fleet, 
although they are very numerous. Captain fVullace, at 
Rhode- Island, has, indeed, kept them in good order there; 
but, by all accounts, [Admiral Graves] has behaved very 
ill. He gives no proper orders to his Captains detached, 
and studies nothing, himself, but getting money. In the 
beginning, some people ventured to Boston by water, with 
fresh provisions; but there is such oppression, that none 
of them will go again. Even the poor fishermen cannot 
get out, till they give a dollar to his Secretary. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO G0VERN0UR TRUMBULL. 

Albany, January 6, 1776. 

Sin: 1 have the honour of your favour of the 1st inst. 
The Paymaster-General has delivered me the rolls of some 
of General Wooster's regiment, as, also, Captain Curtis's 
pay-roll, by which, I observe, he is paid for sundry pre- 
miums, allowed by your Colony. As these differ from the 
allowances made in other Colonies, and having no- direc- 
tions from the Continental Congress on that head, I can- 
not venture to give any warrants for their payment. I 
believe, at any rate, that this would best come as a.Colo- 
nial charge against the Continent, together with the days 
added for returning home. In this view, I have taken the 
liberty to enclose your Honour a form of a pay-roll, agree- 
able to which I have paid the troops raised in this Colony. 
It will be almost impossible for many of the Captains to 
ascertain the dates of the discharges of many of their men, 
but this can be supplied from my books ; as to such as were 
discharged by Colonel Hinman or me, I propose to give 
warrants for the pay, and that the Paymaster should, 
immediately after the accounts are finished, repair to Con- 
necticut, and pay the Captains there. Such of the men 
as have reinlisted in Canada, to have their names entered 
in the roll, following each other, and, if the Captains are 
not certain as to the lime, then to make up the wages due 
to them the 18th November. I have ordered the Captains 
of the troops raised in this Colony, to send rue accounts 
of the distance the people had to travel from where they 
were discharged to their places of residence, that I might 
lay it before the Congress, which I wish yours, also, to do. 
The billeting money, which I will grant warrants for, I 
wish to have in separate rolls. 

General Montgomery was still before Quebeck, on the 
16th December, and had intentions of storming, but he 
lias so few troops, (only eight hundred, and a few Cana- 
dians,) that 1 tremble for the event. I wish he could have 
prevailed on more of the troops to remain in Canada. 

Please to accept my best wishes, with the compliments 
of the season. 

I am, sir, with much respect and esteem, your Honour's 
most obedient, humble servant, pmuf ScHuyj , ER . 

Governour Trumbull. _ . 

P. S. I take the liberty of enclosing fifty dollars, which 
General Prescott sends Mr. McKay, begging your Honour 
to cause the same to be delivered to him. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO COLONEL WARNER. 

Montreal, January 6, 177G. 

Sir : With the greatest distress of mind I now sit down 
to write to you of the event of an unfortunate attack made 
on Quebcck, between the hours of four and six in the 
morning, of the 31st December; unfortunate indeed for us; 
in it fell our brave General Montgomery, his Aid-de-camp 
Macpherson, Captains Chccseman and Hendricks, of the 
riflemen, and two or three of the subalterns, and between 
sixty and one hundred privates, (the number uncertain,) 
and about three hundred officers and soldiers taken prison- 
ers, among whom are Lieutenant-Colonel Green, Major 
Bigelow, Major Meigs, and a number of Captains and in- 
ferior officers. Colonel Arnold was wounded in the. leg, in 
the beginning of the action, as was Major Ogden, in the 
shoulder, and brought to the General Hospital. I have not 
time to give you the particulars, but thus much will suffice 
to show, that in consequence of this defeat, our prospects 
in this country are rendered very dubious, and, unless we 
can quickly be reinforced, perhaps it will be fatal, not only 
to us, who are stationed here, but to the Colonies in gene- 
ral, especially to the frontiers. Greatly, very greatly, de- 
pends upon our keeping possession of this country. Yon 
know as well as any other man, the temper and disposition 
of the Canadians; that they are not persevering in adver- 
sity; that they are not to be depended upon, but, like the 
Savages, are extremely fond of choosing the strongest party; 
and, add to this, our enemies in the country, of which there 
are many, who use every method to excite the Canadians 
against us ; among other things, they tell them that the 
United Colonies intend to abandon the country; the cler- 
gy refused absolution to all who have shown themselves our 
friends, and preach damnation to those that will not take up 
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arms against us, and tell them that now it is not too late 
that we are but a handful of men. 

1 have sent an express to General Schuyler, General 
Washington, and to Congress, but you know how far ihey 
have to go, and it is very uncertain how long it will be be- 
fore we can have relief from them. You, sir, and the 
Green- Mountain corps are in our neighbourhood ; you all 
have arms, and, I am confident, ever stand ready to lend a 
helping hand to your brethren in distress. I arn sensible 
that there was some disagreement between you and Gene- 
ral Montgomery. Poor man ! he has lost his life fighting 
valiantly for his country, but why do I mention any thing 
about disagreement between you ; I know that no private 
resenlmenlcan hinder your exercising every faculty to vin- 
dicate the rights and privileges for which we are nobly con- 
tending; therefore, let me beg of you, to collect as many 
men as you can, five, six, or seven hundred, and if you can, 
and some how or other, convey into this country, and stay 
with us till we can have relief from the Colonies. You are 
sensible we have provisions of all kinds in abundance, and 
the weather in this country is not so frightful as many have 
imagined. You will see that proper officers are appointed 
under you, and both officers and soldiers shall be paid as 
the other Continental troops. It will be well for your men 
to set out as fast as they are collected, not so much matter 
whether together or not, but let them set out, ten, twenty, 
thirty, forty, or fifty, as they can be fir*t collecied, for it 
must have a good effect on the minds of the Canadians, 
to see succour coming in. You will be good enough to 
send copies of this letter, or such parts of it as you think 
proper, to the people below you. I cannot but think our 
friends will make a push into the country, and am confi- 
dent you will not disappoint my most fervent wish and ex- 
pectation in seeing you here, with your men, in a very short 
time. Now is the time for you to distinguish yourselves ; 
of obtaining the united applause of your grateful country- 
men, of your distressed friends in Canada, and your very 
great friend and servant, David Wooster> 

To Colonel Warner. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL ARNOLD, DATED 
CAMP BEFORE Q.UEBECK, JANUARY 6, 1776. 

Before this reaches you I make no doubt you will have 
heard of our misfortune of the 31st ultimo, and will be anx- 
ious for my safety. I should have wrote you before, but 
a continual hurry of business has prevented me. The com- 
mand of the Army, by the death of my truly great and 
good friend, General Montgomery, devolved on me ; a task, 
I find, too heavy under my present circumstances. I re- 
ceived a wound by a ball through my left leg, at the time 
I had gained the first battery, at the lower town, which, by 
the loss of blood, rendered me very weak. As soon as the 
main body came up, with some assistance I returned to the 
hospital, near a mile, on foot, being obliged to draw one 
le» after me, and a great part of the way under the con- 
tinual fire of the enemy from the walls, at no greater dis- 
tance than fifty yards. I providentially escaped, though 
several were shot down at my side. I soon learned the 
death of our General, who attacked the town at the side 
opposite to me; he behaved heroically; marched up in the 
face of their cannon, and when he had nearly gained the 
pass, received the fatal shot, or the town would lave been 
ours. This occasioned the disaster that afterwards happened 
to my detachment, which, after the General's defeat, had the 
whole garrison to encounter, under every disadvantage of 
ground, &ic. Sic. To return was impossible, as the route 
was within fifty yards, and exposed to the fire of the whole 
garrison, who had brought several pieces out of one of the 
gates, which our people would have been obliged to pass. 
In this situation, they maintained their ground near three 
hours ; but being overpowered with numbers, were obliged 
to lay down their arms; about three hundred, including 
Captain Lamb, of New- York, and part of the train, were 
taken prisoners, and as near as I can judge, about sixty 
killed and wounded. Captain Oswald is among the pri- 
soners ; he was with me in a selected party of about twenty- 
five, who attacked the first battery; behaved gallantly, and 
gained much honour; the prisoners are treated politely, 
and supplied with every thing the garrison affords. Go- 
vernour Carleton sent to let me know that the soldiers' 



baggage, if I pleased, might be sent to tFem, which I shall 
immediately send. Though the enemy are now double our 
number, they have made no attempt to come out. We are 
as well prepared to receive them as we can "possibly be in 
our present situation, divided at a" distance of two miles. 
I expect General Wooster from Monlreal'm a few days with 
a reinforcement. 1 hope we shall be properly supported 
with troops by the Congress. I have no thoughts of leav- 
ing this proud town, until 1 first enter it in triumph. My 
wound has been exceeding painful, but is now easy, and 
the surgeons assure me will be well in eight weeks. I 
know you will be anxious for me. That Providence which 
has carried me through so many dangers, is still my pro- 
tection. I am in the way of my duty, and know no fear. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 

[Read January 15, 1776, and referred to Mr. Paine, Mr. Dyer, Mr. 
Lynch, Mr. Wytbe, Mr. W. Livingston.] 

Lebanon, January 6, 1776. 

Sir : Enclosed is a copy of a letter from the Commit- 
tee of Inspection in the town of Greenwich, bordering 
on the County of Westchester, in the Province of New- 
York. This intelligence appears to me worthy the atten- 
tion of your body. When the United Colonies are driven 
to the necessity of taking up arms for the defence of their 
rights, at the same lime to feed their enemies, and to give 
them intelligence and aid, appears incongruous, and requires 
attention, and some vigorous exertions to prevent it, 

Oliver Wolcott and Samuel Huntington, Esquires, the 
new members from this Colony, will inform what is need- 
ful, of the acts and resolves of our General Assembly. 
Great harmony and unanimity subsisted therein. An act 
passed for restraining and punishing persons who are inimi- 
cal to the liberties of this and the rest of the United Colo- 
nies, &ic. ; another for encouraging the manufacture of 
saltpetre and gunpowder, Hope to produce a considerable 
quantity of gunpowder by the Spring, from materials col- 
lected amongst ourselves. 

The furnace at Middleiown is smelting lead, and will 
soon turn out twenty or thirty tons. The vein of ore seerhs 
to promise a plenty. 

A resolve passed our Assembly directing the Governour 
and his Council of Safety to fit two armed vessels; one is 
purchased, will carry sixteen guns. The other to be 
bought or built ; if it be built, will be larger ; also to build 
four row-galleys. 

A request was made in a former letter for the loan of 
fifty cannon from the northern posts. Enclosed is minutes 
of the ordnance in the possession of the United ^Colonies 
in that quarter, exclusive of what is at Crown-Point, at 
which place there is not less than forty, 1 liope for a 
speedy answer, and grant of that favour. The season is 
advancing wherein they may be drawn down. 

Enclosed is copy of the report of a Committee, from our 
Assembly, concerning a lead mine at New-Canaan, in the 
Colony of Neio- York. Is it not needful to engage the 
Congress of that Colony to pursue this discovery. The 
lead extracted from this ore appears to be of the best kind, 
and the appearance of a plenty is very great. 

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, T rp„,„ - ». 
' ' Jonathan Irumbtjll. 

To the Honourable President Hancock. 

In Committee, Greenwich, December 26, 1775. 

Honourable Sir : In compliance with your honourable 
desire, signified to this Committee by Doctor Mead, who, 
at the request of this body, has made inquiry into the state 
of affairs in the County of Westchester, the result of which 
inquiry we beg leave to lay before your Honour, viz: 
That upon the best information he could obtain from the 
friends of the American cause in that quarter, there is 
now between Byram River and King's Bridge about two 
thousand barrels of pork, chiefly in the hands of Tories, 
besides what has been sent off, which is difficult to ascer- 
tain. 

One Webb and Weyman, of the Borough of Westchester, 
put up about three or four hundred barrels, which they, 
(with themselves,) conveyed on board the Asia man-of- 
war, except twenty-four barrels, stopped by the Committee 
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of New- York. That at the house of W. Sutton, Esq., of 
Maroneck, about twenty head of fat cattle had been bar- 
relled within a few days past, which, by some of our friends 
in that neighbourhood, is supposed to be sent off for the 
Ministerial army; and that in the same neighbourhood, for 
three or four miles round, there are not more than eight or 
ten Whigs to one hundred and twenty Tories. The pro- 
ceedings of the Committee of that County appear rash, 
dilatory, weak, and inadequate to their unhappy circum- 
stances. That upon the 15th inst., a large yawl from the 
'Asia, with about twenty-four men armed, came in the night 
into Maroneck harbour, and from the inimical inhabitants, 
was loaded with poultry and small stock for said ships ; the 
friends of liberty were so few, that they were not able to 
collect sufficient force to make any timely opposition. That 
the Provincial Congress of New-York have sent two or 
three fruitless messages to the armed Tories in Queen's 
County, and then passed a resolve, that they should not be 
indulged the privilege of the York markets, but cannot learn 
that they have taken any other measures to suppress them. 
Said Congress adjourned 'till the 1st of February. It is said 
by one of their members, that some time had been spent 
by them in debating whether they should not address Mr. 
Tryon, for the purpose of calling the General Assembly of 
that Province, to revive their old scheme of adopting the 
Parliamentary insult of the 20th of February last, which 
was rejected. And as to the conduct of the men-of-war in 
Neiv-York, we cannot learn any thing more than what is 
inserted in the publick papers, to which we beg leave to 
refer your Honour, and are, with great respect and esteem, 
your Honour's obedient, humble servants. 
By order of the Committee : 

Amos Mead, Clerk. 

TO THE HONOURABLE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CONVENED AT 
NEW-HAVEN, ON THE 14TH OF DECEMBER, 1775. 

Whereas, Captain Samuel Forbs and the subscriber were 
appointed by your Honours, at your Sessions in October 
last, a Committee to examine and explore a Lead Mine 
at New-Canaan, in the Province of New- York, and to 
report, &c. 

The said subscriber asks leave to report, that, on the 7th 
of November last, on my journey to said New-Canaan, I 
expected said Captain Forbs to join me, but he being ill 
and unable to assist in said business, advised me to proceed ; 
with which advice I complied, and repaired to said Neiv- 
Canaan, where I found said mine, the vein of ore in which 
appears about fifty or sixty rods in length, lying north 
and south, in a ledge of rocks, or lime-stone mixed with 
white flint; at the south end of which the ground falls 
about twenty-six feet ; below which the water cannot be 
drawn off by a level ; which vein I found had been opened 
about one rod in length, and about three or four feet deep, 
where I employed a skilful miner to blast the rock, but 
found no continued or adherent vein, but found the ore 
in todies, in different shapes, about three or four inches 
diameter, lying about three or four feet distant ; the said 
miner also opened the vein in several places, where it had 
not before been tried, and it appeared to be in the same 
manner. I, also, smelted eight ounces of said ore, and 
found, when it was well refined, it weighed five ounces, 
and was very mailable and good. All which is submitted 
by your Honour's most obedient, humble servant, 

Joseph Hopkins. 

N, B. The mine aforesaid lies in a tract of land called 
the Ring's District, where the fee has never been granted 
or patented to any person, and the inhabitants claim to 
hold by possession only ; and I employed the miner afore- 
mentioned, with others, to labour in said mine seven days, 
about half of which time was spent in preparing to open 
the vein, and by the other half of the labour was raised 
one hundred weight of ore. Yours as above, J. H. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COVERNOUR COOKE. 

Cambridge, January 6, 1776. 

Sir: I received your favour of the 1st instant, and re- 
turn you my thanks for the blankets, and your promise of 
having more procured, as they are much wanted. I did 
not see Mr. Earl, who brought them, nor the account, or 



the money should have been transmitted you by his return. 
You will please to draw on the Quartermaster-General, 
and it shall be immediately paid. I have seen General 
Lee since his expedition, and hope that Rhode-Island will 
derive some advantage from it. I am told that Captain 
Wallace's_ ships have been supplied, for some time, with 
provisions by the town of Newport, on certain conditions, 
stipulated between him and the Committee. When this 
treaty first obtained, perhaps it was right — there then 
might have been some hopes of an accommodation taking 
place ; but now, when every prospect of it seems to be 
cut off by His Majesty's late speech ; when the Throne, 
from which we had supplicated redress, breathes forth ven- 
geance and indignation, and a firm determination to remain 
uaalterable in its purposes, and to prosecute the system 
and plan of ruin formed by the Ministry against us, should 
not an end be put to it, and every possible method be 
fallen upon to prevent their getting necessaries of any 
kind ? We need not expect to conquer our enemies by 
good offices, and I know not what pernicious consequences 
may result from a precedent of this sort. Other places, 
circumstanced as Neioport is, may follow the example, 
and, by that means, their whole fleet and army will be 
furnished with what it highly concerns us to keep them 
from ; this, however, with all deference, I leave to your 
consideration. 

I received a letter from Governour Trumbull, of the 1st 
instant, by which I am informed, that the Connecticut As- 
sembly are very unanimous in the common cause ; and, 
among others, have passed an act for raising and equip- 
ping a fourth of their Militia, to be immediately selected 
by voluntary inlistments, with such other able, effective 
men, as are not included in their militia-rolls, who inclined 
to inlist, to act as Minute-Men, for their own, or the de- 
fence of any of the United Colonies, and this under pro- 
per encouragements. Another act, for restraining and 
punishing persons inimical to us, and directing proceedings 
therein ; no person to supply the Ministerial army or navy, 
to give them intelligence, to inlist, or procure others to 
inlist, in their service, to pilot their vessels, or in any 
way assist them, under pain of forfeiting his estate, and an 
imprisonment not exceeding three years ; none to write, 
speak, or act against the proceedings of Congress, or their 
acts of Assembly, under penalty of being disarmed, and dis- 
qualified from holding any office, and be further punished 
by imprisonment. For seizing and confiscating, for the 
use of the Colony, the estates of those who put or con- 
tinue to shelter themselves under the protection of the 
Ministerial fleet or army, or assist in carrying on their 
measures against us. A resolve to provide two armed 
vessels, of sixteen and fourteen guns, with a spy schooner 
of four, and six row-galleys. An act exempting the polls 
of soldiers from taxes, for the last and ensuing campaign. 
Another for encouraging the making of saltpetre and gun- 
powder ; a considerable quantity of both, Mr. Trumbull 
hopes to make early in the Spring. He says, the furnace 
at Middletown is smelting lead, and likely to turn out 
twenty or thirty tons, and that ore is plenty. They have, 
also, passed an act, empowering the Commander-in-chief 
of the Continental Army, or officers commanding a de- 
tachment or out-posts, to administer an oath, and swear 
any person or persons to the truth of any matters con- 
cerning, and relative to, the publick service. The situa- 
tion of our affairs seems to call for regulations like these, 
and I should think the other Colonies ought to adopt simi- 
lar ones, or such of them as they have not already made. 
Vigorous measures, and such as, at another time, would 
appear extraordinary, are now become absolutely neces- 
sary for preserving our country against the strides of ty- 
ranny making against us. Governour Trumbull, in his 
list, has not mentioned an act for impressing carriages, 
and agreeable to the recommendation of Congress ; this I 
hope they have not forgot. It is highly necessary that 
such an authority should be given, under proper restric- 
tions, or we shall be greatly embarrassed, whenever the 
Army, or any detachment from it, should find it necessary 
to march from hence. 

I am, sir, with very great esteem, your most obedient 



servant, 

To Governour Cooke. 



George Washington. 
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P. S. I have received certain intelligence of the fitting 
out of a fleet at Boston, of the embarkaiion of some troops, 
and that all the ships that were in Nantasket Road are 
gone, except two men-of-war; their destination is not 
known, but I am persuaded it is for the southward ; I think 
for Long- Island or New- York. 

COMMISSION TO WILLIAM MORONT. 

By His Excellency General Washington, Esq., Com- 
mander-in-chief of the Army of the United Colonies 
of North-America. 
To Mr. William Moront: 

By virtue of the powers and authorities to me granted 
by the honourable Continental Congress, I do hereby con- 
stitute and appoint you Provost Marshal in said Army, in 
the service of the United Colonies of North-America, to 
have, hold, exercise, and enjoy, the said office of Provost 
Marshal, and to perform and execute all matters and things 
which to your said office doth, or may of right, belong or 
appertain, until further order shall be given herein, by the 
honourable Continental Congress, myself, or any future 
Commander-in-chief of said Army ; willing and command- 
ing all officers, soldiers, and persons whatsoever, any way 
concerned, to be obedient and assisting to you in the due 
execution of this commission. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Cambridge, January 
sixth, Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and se- 

y~ ' George Washington. 

By His Excellency's command. 

Instructions for Mr. William Morony, Provost Marshal 
of the Army of the United Colonies, under the im- 
mediate command of His Excellency General Wash- 
ington. 

All prisoners guilty of capital crimes, and crimes not 
triable by a Regimental Court-Martial, are to be sent to 
the Provost. 

The Provost is not to receive any prisoner, without a 
crime specified in writing, and signed by the person com- 
mitting him. 

No prisoner is to he suffered to be absent from his con- 
finement, until released by proper authority. 

The Provost Marshal is to provide a suitable person, 
when necessary, to execute the sentences of General 
Court-Martials, approved of, and directed to be enforced, 
by the Commander-in-chief. 

When any men are sent to the Provost, the Provost 
Marshal is to send a report of them immediately to the re- 
giment they belong to ; and no man is to be received by 
the Provost, except his crime is sent with him. 

The Provost is to make a return, every morning, by ten 
o'clock, to the Adjutant-General, of the number of prison- 
ers under guard, specifying the regiment they belong to, 
their crimes, by whom, and how long confined. 

The Provost is to take due care that all orders from the 
Judge Advocate, respecting the trials of prisoners, be 
punctually executed ; and is to post proper sentries, from 
his guard, at such times and in such places, as a General 
Court-Martial may sit. 

The Provost is frequently to take a party from his guard, 
and patrole the avenues and environs of the camp ; is to 
take up and confine all disorderly and suspicious persons; 
to suppress riots and disturbances ; and to inform the Quar- 
termaster-General of all persons who keep unwarranted 
and destructive dram-shops, and all other pernicious and 
camp nuisances. 

The Provost is to receive and obey all such orders and 
instructions as may, at any time, be given him by his Ex- 
cellency the Commander-in-chief, the Adjutant-General, 
the Quartermaster-General, and the Judge Advocate, of 
the Army of the United Colonics. 

Given at Head-Quarters, at Cambridge, this 12th day 

of January, 1776. ,-, w 

■'' George Washington. 

colonel long to new-hampshire congress, 

Portsmouth, January 6, 1776. 

Sir: Mr. McClure tells _ me there was some, difficulty 
respecting the rolls, which prevented the moneys being 
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paid. I sincerely wish every obstacle may be removed,, 
and their wages may immediately come down, for I hear- 
tily wish to see the time for the troops to get off. Mr. 
Ayrcs, whom you have appointed Wagon-Master, says, 
he cannot make it convenient to undertake for mpre_than 
Captain Dearing's, Wigging's, and Brewster's companies, 
as the others live far out of his way, and, consequently, 
his expenses, in making preparations, will be large. I 
think, in order to save all that expense, those several Cap- 
tains had better provide carriages for themselves and men, 
as they will be able to determine the hour, perhaps, they 
will go from their rendezvous. There is one Mr. Beat, 
of this town, an officer of Colonel Poor's regiment, who 
is inlisting men from out of the companies down Jbere, to 
serve during the war. There is a resolve of Congress, 
dated, I think, the 16th September last, which, no doubt, 
you have, which he thinks authorizes him. The prisoners 
who are set at liberty by virtue of your vote, are without 
money or friends, wandering about within their limits, re- 
flecting on us, for making no provision for them. 1 have 
been obliged to let some of them sleep in the barracks, 
otherwise they would, in all probability, have perished this 
inclement season. I had forgot to mention that Mr. Beat 
has applied to me for a barrack and other necessaries, for 
his men. I would, likewise, inform you, that I have paid 
all the carpenters who wrought on the new barracks, and on 
the bridge, and have purchased near a sloop load of wood, at 
four dollars per cord, for the forts and troops, which leaves, 
in my hands, about one hundred pounds, of the sum of two 
hundred and thirty-five pounds received of Colonel Lang- 
don; and must add, there is not one stick of wood now, 
either at the barracks or forts, excepting a small matter at 
Captain Salter's. I am, this day, going again to find where 
I can purchase any, for they cannot do without it. 1 must 
entreat your attention to the poor prisoners, who are con- 
tinually at my house, in droves, begging for provision to 
be made. The staff-roll will be handed to you by Mr. 
Mc Clure. 

Have nothing further to add, but am, sir, your most 
obedient servant, 

Pierce Long. : 

P. S. After I have purchased some more wood, I will 
call on you, and settle the above account. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO COLONEL WVNKOOP, 

Albany, January 7, 1776,_ ; 

Sir: The expense of carrying on the women ami chil- 
dren by land, will be too heavy ; you will, therefore, de- 
tain them with you, more especially as it is not certain 
whether their husbands are in Connecticut or Pennsylva- 
nia. Mrs. Bliss, the widow of the sergeant that was 
killed on board the Gaspee, you will forward to her pa- 
rents ; and such others may go, as choose to hire their 
own sleds. 

All the men of the St. John's garrison to go or slay, as 
the officers commanding the different corps they belong 
to, shall direct. 

If any officer of the other troops taken at Montreal, 
chooses to remain with the men, he has my leave. 

General Montgomery is well before Quebeck, B I have 
his letters of the 18th ultimo ; he was in hopes soon to be 
in possession. 

I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To Colonel Wynkoop. 



JAMES GRAY TO SIR JOHN JOHNSON. 

Hermitage, January 7, 1776. 

Dear Sir: The bearer, Leicis Grant, a good soldier, 
wants a gun, and I wish you had a thousand such men- 
Captain Barrington's arrival hinders my writing upon par- 
ticulars. He mentioned some news. My good sir, when 
you get any news, honour me with your remarks upon 
them. I beg my humble respects to the ladies, and have 
the honour to be, dear sir, 

Tour most obedient, humble servant, j Gray 

To Sir John Johnson. 

P. S. Sir John, send me three or four sheets of paper. 
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, January 7, 1776. 

Sir: Your favour of the 1st instant I received, and 
heartily thank you for your kind salutations. I was happy 
"to hear of the great unanimity in your Assembly, and of 
the several salutary laws they passed, which show them to 
foe well attached to the common cause, and to have taken 
the proper measures for supporting it. 

Enclosed you have the amount of the lead from Crown- 
Point, agreeable to your request. The account of the 
Smelting furnace, and your expectations to make a conside- 
'rable quantity of saltpetre and powder, pleases me much. 
■I wish your most sanguine endeavours may be more than 
'answered. 

As to gun-locks, it is not in my power to furnish any ; 
the information you had was groundless, for there were no 
Spare ones in the ordnance stores which fell into our hands. 
None were ever found, that I have heard of, nor is there 
mention of them in the invoice. 

Having undoubted intelligence of the fitting out a fleet 
•at Boston, and of the embarkation of troops from thence, 
which, from the season of the year, and other circum- 
"starices, must be destined for some expedition south of 
this ; ahcf having such information as I can depend upon, 
'that the inhabitants of Long-Island, in the Colony of New- 
'Tor&,_or a great part of them, are inimical to the rights 
and liberties of America, and, from their conduct and pro- 
fessions, have discovered an apparent inclination to assist 
"in subjugating their fellow-citizens to Ministerial tyranny, 
"there, is the greatest reason to believe, that this armament, 
'if not immediately designed against the city of New- York, 
is, nevertheless, intended for Long-Island ; and, as it is of 
the utmost importance to prevent the enemy from possess- 
ing themselves of the city of New- York and the North 
River, which would give them the command of the coun- 
try and the communication with Canada, I shall despatch 
Major General Lee, with orders to repair thither, with such 
volunteers as are willing to join, and can be expeditiously 
raised, (having no troops to spare from hence,) to put the 
city, and fortifications on the North River, in the best pos- 
ture of defence the season and circumstances will admit 
of, and for disarming all persons, upon Long-Island and 
elsewhere, whose conduct and declarations have rendered 
them justly suspected of designs unfriendly to the views 
of Congress. I have directed him to call upon the com- 
manding officer of the Jersey troops for such assistance as 
he can afford ; and, being informed by Captain Sears and 
JVlr. Woodward, (who will deliver you this, and whom 
General Lee will follow jn a day or two,) that he appre- 
hends one thousand, or fifteen hundred volunteers may be 
readily raised in your Government, in the towns through 
which Mr. Lee will pass, I beg the favour of you to inter- 
pose your good offices and interest in the matter, to en- 
courage men to go on this important service, and as expe- 
ditiously as possible, for counteracting any designs our ene- 
mies may have against us in that quarter; every necessary 
expense attending their march and stay, will be borne by 
the publick. I just received advice from Chelsea, about 
nine of ten miles from this, that several ships have sailed 
from Nantasket Road, that were lying there. 

I shall write to the honourable the Convention of New- 
York, by General Lee, and direct his instructions to be 
laid before them, praying their assistance to facilitate the 
purposes of his going. 

Boxes of lead, 19£, at $2 70 each. 

I am, sir, with much .esteem, &.c, 

George Washington. 
To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOHN ADAMS. 

!■ ' ' Cambridge, January 7, 1776. 

Sir; You wilt excuse me for reminding yon of our con- 
versation the other evening, when I informed you that 
General Lee's departure for New-York is advisable upon 
the plan of his letter, and, under the circumstances I then 
mentioned, ought not to be delayed. In giving me your 
opinion of this matter, I have no doubt of your taking a 
comprehensive view of it ; that is, you will not only con- 
sider the propriety of the measure, but of the execution ; 



and whether such a step, though right in itself, may not 
be looked upon as beyond my line. 

If it could be made convenient and agreeable to you to 
dine with me to day, I shall be very glad of your company, 
and we can then talk the matter over at large. Please to 
forward General Lee's letter to me. I am, Sic. 

George Washington. 

[general Washington] to william watson. 

Cambridge, January 7, 1776. 
Ordered him to examine into the condition of Captain 
Coifs schooner. If fit to be continued in service, to look 
out for some person qualified to take command of her, 
appoint officers, and raise men for that purpose. If unfit, 
and that a clever set of officers and men can begot, also a 
schooner remarkable for sailing, to remove the guns, ammu- 
nition, &tc, from on board the one into the other, 'be, &c. 
To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT or CONGRESS. 

Elizabcthtown, January 8, 1776. 

Sir: By the post of this day, I have received your 
letter of the 3d, with a copy of the minutes of Congress 
relative to the New-Jersey troops, &c, from the 8th of 
December to the 2d instant, inclusive. I have great satis- 
faction in knowing the sense of the Congress on the several 
matters therein, and they may be assured, that I shall pay 
the highest attention and regard to it. The two battalions 
of this Province, notwithstanding my utmost diligence, are 
still very deficient in arms, blankets, and almost every 
necessary, as will appear by the returns, which I shall 
transmit to you by Thursday next, when I expect.to have 
the returns from all the companies in the First Battalion. 
1 hope this will in some measure be remedied by the Com- 
mittee of Safety of this Province, who are to meet to-mor- 
row, at Princeton, for the first lime since the adjournment 
of the Provincial Convention, in October last. 

I hope you will this evening receive. the despatches I 
sent you by Captain Morris. I hear Cortlandt Skinner, 
Esq., went off yesterday to the Asia. He ha? been too 
quick for me, for I sent off two very alert officers yester- 
day evening, to assist Lieutenant-Colonel Winds lo watch 
their motions, and to stop such as should attempt to go off. 
Having some reasons to suspect that Governour Franklin 
was about moving, he has obtained his promise not to leave 
the Province, and has planted guards in such a manner as 
to prevent it. 

1 have the honour to be, your most obedient, humble 

servant, „ 

(Stirling. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, he. 

WESTCHESTER (nEW-TOBk) COMMITTEE TO COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

White.Plains, January 8, 1776. 
Sir: The Committee of Westchester County, having 
seen in the publick prints, that many of the inhabitants of 
Queen's County are thrown out of the protection of the 
Provincial Congress, and having been informed that they 
are arming in their defence, are greatly alarmed at their 
conduct, and beg leave to assure your honourable House, 
that the friends of liberty in this County are willing, strenu- 
ously, to exert themselves to reduce the enemies to their 
country, before they are supported by the regular troops, 
if it shall be thought most advisable by the Committee of 
Safety, or the Provincial or Continental Congresses. 
We are, sir, your most humble servants. 
By order of the Committee : 

William Miller, Deputy Chairman. 
To Mr. Pierre Van Cortlandt, President of the Commit- 
tee of Safety. 

MONSIEUR PELISSIER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Forges St. Maurice, 8 Janvier, 1776. 
Monsieur : En Dccembre dernier, le General Montgo- 
mery m'ayant informe du desir qu'il auiojt de convoquer 
une Assemblee en cette Colonie, afin de foTmer des De- 
putes pour envoyer au Congres Continental, m'engagea 

«! . .- / - :-h.ir, li.Vj. ! 
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d'employer mes soins pour y parvenir ; mais n'ayant pas 
trouve la chose practicable alors, je me rendis au camp 
de ce General, afiti de conferer avec lui sur les moyens qu'il 
y auroit a prendre pour en venir a bout. 

Par les informations qu'il avoit eu, et suivant les con- 
noissances que j'avois prises, nous fumes d'avis que cette 
convocation ne pourroit avoir lieu, qu'apres la prise de Que- 
beck, atendu que les Royalistes, dont le nombre est consi- 
derable^ dans les villes de Montreal el Trois-Rivieres, ne 
cessoient d'intimider le peuple sur les evenemens futurs, et 
de lui faire un portrait odieux et meprisant de la confede- 
ration de V Amerique. 

Ce brave General, impatient de seconder les intentions 
du Congres, voulut aplanir les difficultes et lever tous les 
obstacles par un coup d'edat, en donnant l'assaut a la ville 
de Quebeck ; mais vous savez qu'il n'y reussit pas, et qu'il 
eut le malheur d'y finir ses jours, II a ete generalement 
regrette de tous ceux qui sont persuades que des sentiments 
nobles et genereux l'avoient seuls determines a soutenir les 
interets legitimes de ses compatriotes. 

Ce contretemps n'a du tout point altere ici les bonnes 
dispositions des Amis de V Amerique, quoiqu'en tres petit 
nombre. Mais il a rendu les Royalistes plus audacieux que 
jamais, surtout ceux qui sont gages par le gouvernement; 
lis orient deja Victoire ; cependant je me flatte qu'ils se 
trompent grossierement, car quand on voudra ataquer Q" e " 
beck, suivant les regies de l'art, du cote de la porte du pa- 
lais, aucune saison ne pourra empecher que cette ville ne 
soil prise en peu de jours. 

Quatre canons divises en deux batteries derriereun mur 
simple servant de parapet, et le dit mur prolonge sur la 
meme ligne jusqu'a cinquante toises qu environ garnis de 
creneaux pour la mousqueterie, composent toute la defense 
de cette partie. 

Le local est tel que deux petites batteries que l'on pent 
etablir facilement vingt a trente toises de distance pour 
battre oir en echarpe, ou de revers, ou en flanc, peuvent 
ruiner en peu de terns cette foible artillerie. Commela porte 
de la ville dans cet endroit est simple ainsi que son porlail, 
il ne seroit pas bien difficile d'y faire breche, puisqu'une 
fois les quatre canons demontes, il n'auroit plus qu'a se 
garanlir de la mousqueterie des creneaux. 11 est vrai que 
deiriere ces creneauxs'eleve un corps de caserne dans 1'in- 
terieur, du quel on pourroit fusilier. Mais la mousqueterie 
ne tient pas devant des batteries couvertes et disposees 
pour s'en garantir. 

La majeure partie du restant de la place etant borde 
d'un cap presque inaccessible et tout roc, on ne pourroit y 
pratiquer aucune breche. Reste la hauteur <P Abraham, ou 
l'art a etablis des fortifications irregulieres, et dont les che- 
mins couverls ne sont pas finis ; cependant, cornme elles 
forment une ligne presque droite depuis la cote d' 'Abra- 
ham Jusqu'a celle du fleuve St. Laurent, il resulte de cette 
position que le feu des courtines et des faces de bastions est 
considerable, et ne pent etre eteint que par une artillerie 
prodigieuse ; outre cela le terrein exige que les parapets des 
trancliees y soient formees avec des sacs a terre, au lieu 
que du cote de la porte du palais, il n'y a que deux batte- 
ries que Ton peut attaquer, cornme j'ai deja dis, en echarpe 
de revers ou en flanc, et qui par ce moyen n'ont point de 
defense. 

J'imagine que si le Congres daigne encore nous con- 
tinuer ses secours genereux, et qu'un plan methodique soit 
mis a l'execution, Quebeck ne tiendra pas longtemps. 

Alors les Royalistes seront confondus, le juste prevau- 
dia sur 1'injuste, les Canadicns timides seront enhardis, et 
on pourra faire des preparatifs contre les forces Parlemen- 
taires qui pourroient survenir cette annee a dessein d'exe- 
cuter des resolutions prises depuis plusieurs annees pour 
reduire dans un etat de servitude tous les habitans du con- 
tinent de I'Amerique Septentrional e. 

J'observe, a cet egard, que lorsque le Ministere a voulut 
abolir les privileges des habitans de la Baye de Massachu- 
setts, il a au moins cherche a sauver les apparences en 
leur faisant une: mauvaise querelle par une imposition sur le 
the. Quant aux Canadiens, on a cm pouvoir leur oter les 
leurs sans (ant .de ceremonies, et meme leur persuader que 
c'&oit pour leur bien, et qu'ils devoient en avoir une eter- 
nelle reconnoissance. Je vous avouerai franchement, qu'il 
faut avoir une tiiste opinion d'un peuple pour en agiminsi ; 
c'est le comble de rhumiliation, mais on s'est trompe. 



Lorsqu'en 1765, le General Murray, sous le pretexte 
specieux de former des represenlans, tous Canadiens, vou- 
lut retablir le gouvernement sur le meme pied qu'il etoit 
sous la domination Franchise, il fut aise de conclure que 
c etoit un plan du Ministere, et que les promesses gargnties 
par la proclamation du Roy, en Octobre, 1 763, n'auroient 
point lieu. Le General Murray n'ayant pu mettre le dit 
plan a l'execution, il fut releve. Le Ministere lui substjtua 
le General Carleton', qui, dans les memes vues, sonda le 
co3ur des Canadiens, et ne negligea rien pour leur persuader 
que leurs anciennes lois, coutumes,et usages etoient ce qui 
pouvoient leur con venir le mieux ; mais ayanttrouve I'oppo- 
sition chez ceux qui savent preferer la liberie au despo- 
tisme, il ne donna plus sa confiance qu'aux o ffic'iers Cana-, 
dienset auclerge. 11 trouva en eux tout ce qu'il lui faj'lojt ; 
c'est-a-dire, des courtesans qui, flattes de 1'esperance de voir 
renaitre un jour les temps ou ils pouvoient dominer sur le 
peuple, ils le suivirent suivant ses desirs, et en consequence 
adresserent au Roi une requete, au nom de tous les habi- 
tants de la Province de Quebeck, pour se soustraire a la 
sage constitution Britannique ; c'est-a-dire, pour demander 
fers pour leurs concitoyens. 

II ne faut pas croire que les Canadiens en general se 
soient avilis jusqu'a ce point ; quelques adulateurs et quel- 
ques ignorans fanatiques des anciennes coutumes signerent 
cette honteuse requete sans y avoir eii autorises que par 
eux-memes, au nombre de 65. 

C'est d'apres cette requete de commande que le Minis- 
tere qui avoit deja ses vues, a saisi avec empresselnent 
l'occasion d'etablir en ce pays le pouvoir arbitraire, au 
moyen du Bill de Quebeck. Tous les honnetes gens de 
cette Province s'y seroient vus assujettis, si les Colonies 
voisines n'eussent daigne avoir pitie de leur malheureus; 
sort, et ne leur eussent prete leur appui pour secouer ce joug; 
odieux. On ose croire que la reconnoissance de cette Pro- 
vince a l'egard de ses voisines sera eternelle : cependant on 
ne peut, et on ne doit pas cacher que cette bonne disposition 
et ses bons sentimens pourroient etre corrompus dans quel- 
ques membres, si on n'avoit pas la precaution de purger la 
Colonie des flatteurs qui sont aux gages du Gouvernement, 
On doit regarder cornme certain, que si on les y Tajsse 
subsister, ils y formeront une division qui pourroit devenif 
prejudiciable a toutes les Provinces Unies. Us y tfavail- 
lent meme deja en insinuant au peuple qu'au printenips 
prochain il viendra ici une armee nombreuse de 1'ancienne 
Angleterre, et que s'&ant rendu coupable de rebellion, il 
ne leur restera pour ressource que Taller joindre 1'armee 
pour obtenir leur pardon, sans quoi ils seront bru|es,^pilles, 
et la majeure partie punis de mort. 

Tels sont les propos que l'on tient journelleraenta un 
peuple naturellement trop credule. Si on ne coupe pas 
au plutot le mal par la racine, il pourroit devenir incurable; 
car des impressions de cette nature deviennent avec lejemps, 
comine des prejuges de l'enfance, tres difficiles a dilrnire: 
en outre, par les gpithetes outrageantes et injurieuses^ dont 
ijs se servent en parlant de nos bons voisins qui nous ont 
secourus, ils tachent de le? rendre meprisables ainsi que la 
liberie aux yeux du peuple Canadien. Toutes ces menees 
ne peuvent que produire un mauvaiseffet,et elles sontB'au- 
tant plus dangereuses et sineuses que des precautions que 
l'on prendra a leur egard dependia beaucoup la conserva- 
tion de la Province. =m ; 

Si, cornme il est a presufner, il n'y a point d'arrancre- 
ment entre les Colonies et 1'ancienne Angleterre d'ici au 
printemps prochain, il pourroient peut-etre arriver qu'elle 
enverroit des forces dans le fleuve St. Laurent pour tacher 
de peneirer dans les autres Colonies en ramenant les Cana- 
diens sous le joug, soit par menaces, soil par promesses. II 
paroitroit que pour rendre infructuese une pareille expedi- 
tion, il y auroit deux moyens principaux qui a ce que je 
crois meritent une attention particuliere. Le premier seroit 
de maintenir les Canadiens, et le second d'empecher les 
flottes de passer au-dessus de Quebeck. 

Lescirconstances presentes pour le maintien des Cana- 
diens paroissent avoir trois poinles de vue pour objet: 

1. Qu'il soit pris des precautions convenables a l'egard 
des personnes gag^es par le Gouvernement, des autres 
Royalistes, et surtout des militaires. 

2. Quoiqu'il soit naturel que les Canadiens payent leur 
quote part des frais de la guerre, j'imagine qu'il coji"?ien- 
droit de retarder ce prelevement, atendu que ce peuple, 
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n'ayant jamais paye aucun impot que par la voie des 
droits d'entree sur les importations, et de sortie sur les ex- 
portations, il se figureroit qu'il a ete abuse, et qu'il n'a ete 
conquTs par ses vbisins que pour etre taxe et payer tous les 
frais de la guerre presente, ainsi que les Royalistes le 
lui font entendre. 

3. Pour ne point les alarmer, il faudroit leur laisser leurs 
eveqires, leurs pretres, et le libre exercise de leur religion. 
U est vrai que quelque-suns de leurs cures ont fait des 
neuvaineset prieurs publiques a I'Etre Supreme pour qu'il 
daigna exterminer les troupes que nos bons voisins ont bien 
voulus envoyer a notre secours ; mais la politique exige 
dans ces circonstances qu'ils soient maintenus, et non 
reduits. 

Quant aux mesures a prendre pour empecher une flotte 
de passer au-dessus de Quebeclc, il me semble que le plus 
expedient pour des personnes qui, jalouses de leur liberte, 
ne doivent pas risquer leur fort au hasard d'une bataille, se- 
roit de la bruler. 

L'endroit le plus pres de la ville ou une flotte puisse 
rnooiller, est le chenal de l'lsle d' Orleans. II est vrai 
qu'en 1759 les Franpois ne retissirent pas a bruler celle 
de l'Amiral Saunders, quoiqu'ils eussent hu.t brulots du 
port de 200 jusqu'a 450 tonneaux ; mais il ne faut pas en 
etre surpris. A l'instant du depart de ces brulots, tous 
les capitaines qui devoient les commander rec,urent un 
ordre positif de lever leurs ancres et de mettre le feu a 
leurs na vires aussitot que le commandant auroit mis le feu 
au sien; mais ce demier,au lieu de lever, coupa ses cables 
sur la bite, et forca de voile, de sorte qu'il a ete rendu a la 
Fointe-Levi lorsque les autres etoient a peine a moitie 
chemin ; cependant le commandant etant encore a deux 
lieues de la flotte qu'il devoit bruler, il mit le feu a son bru- 
lot ; tous les autres en firent autant en conformite de leurs 
ordres, mais trop tot pour qu'ils pussent produire aucun 
effet ; plusieurs d'entre eux s'echouerent avant d'arriver a 
la flotte ; et l'amiral, qui avoit eu la precaution de faire 
rnooiller tous ses vaisseaux, et transporter le long des bat- 
tiires a droit et a gauche du fleuve, eut le temps d'envoyer 
des chaloupes pour remorquer dans le milieu de chenal, 
qui pour lors etoit libre, les brulots qui ne s'etoient pas 
echoues. 

On peut dire que si cette expedition n'eut pas le succes 
que' Ton devoit en attendre, elle repondit on ne peut pas 
mieux.aux vues de ceux qui avoient inierets qu'elle ne 
reussit pas. Si le contraire fut arrive, les generaux n'eus- 
sent pas pu se flatter d'acquerir de la gloire durante le 
cours de cette campagne. On sait que l'evenement justifia 
mal leur espoir. 11 ne seroit de meme avec des Generaux 
qui ne sacrifieroient pas les interets publics a leur ambition 
particuliere. 

II me paroit qu'il ne seroit peut-etre pas impossible de 
se debarrasser d'une flotte, et meme d'une escadre, dans un 
fleuve comme celui de la Province de Quebeck. Les 
marees "peuvent favoriser ces sortes de manoeuvres, et la 
Province fournit en abondance des materiaux convenables 
pour construire des brulots de deux especes qui ne pour- 
roient etre coules bas facilement par l'artillerie d'un vais- 
seau de guerre ; une des deux especes pourroient lancer 
son feu de loin, et l'autre par communication. 

II est bien decide qu'un corps ne flotte dans un fluide 
que parcequ'il pese moins que la volume de ce meme 
fluide qu'il deplace. D'apres ce principe incontestable, il 
ne s'agit que de remplir la cale d'un batiment d'un maliere 
dont le poids, ajoute a celui des munitions de guerre, de 
bouches, equipage, fee, pese moins que le volume d'eau 
qu'il pourra deplacer. 

Le cedre est fort abondant en ce pays, et est tres conve- 
nable en pareil cas, parceque son poids specifique est 
moindre que celui de l'eau. Un pied cube de ce bois, 
quoique vert, peut supporter sur la surface de l'eau un poids 
de trente livres, et ne peut absolument c.aler qu'avec trente- 
six livres; mais pour eviter toute difficulte imprevue, je 
suppose qu'il n'en porte que vingt-cinq livres. Des-lors un 
batiment large, a fond plat de 200 tonneaux de trente pieds 
cube chaque, construit avecdu cedre, et dont la cale en sera 
remplie, pourra, quoique plein d'eau, porter 150,000 livres, 
qui font 75 tonneaux ; et floter facilement, je suppose que 
la partie du batiment qui sera dans l'eau fera un effort suf- 
fisant pour supporter celle qui en sera dehors. 

D'apres ce calcul, il est aise de donner a une pareille 



barque un equipement qui n'excede point ce poids, ayant 
attention de se reserver au centre pour les munitions, 
un coffre etanche depuis le fond de cale jusqu'aux 
baux. 

Le volume de ce coffre peut, par son deplacement de 
l'eau, donner la facilite de mettre du lest, afln de maintenir 
l'equ'.libre ; le poids d'un pied cube d'eau douce etant 
70 lbs., il ne s'agit que de donner au coffre une grandeur 
relative au poids du lest necessaire au batiment que Ton 
voudra construire. 

Mais au lieu de farmer avec des canons, si J 'on pouvoit 
lui substituer des obus pour tirer horizontalement des bom- 
bettes de huit pouces, et surtout des carcasses rondu en 
forme d'herisson.on pourroit esperer de bruler les vaisseaux 
ennemis, pourvu que Ton garantit du feu les sabords en 
leur donnant une forme convenable, et les garnissant avec 
de la taule, il faudroient que les pointes des herissons fus- 
sent grillees, et que les matieres combustibles qui les envel- 
loperoient pussent flechir assez, afin qu'arrivant sur un 
vaisseau, elles pussent entrer dans les bordages jusqu'a un 
pouce et demi ou environ. Un petit boulet d'ou s'enleve- 
roit en difi'erents sens des pointes de fers grillees garnies 
dans les intervalles, et meme jusqu'au dessus de leurs sur- 
faces, pointues avec de l'etoupe huilee, de la toile goudron- 
nee, et autres matieres combustibles, que l'on a acoulume 
d'employer dans les carcasses, composeroit cette machine 
destructive. 

II ne seroit peut-etre pas impossible de baslinguer un 
tel batiment de facon a le mettre a l'abris du boulet, et 
de le garantir de l'abordage, en garnissant son ribord de 
pointes de fers, les unes horizontales et les autres verticales, 
en leur donnant deux pieds exterieurement deux tonneaux 
de fer sufEroient. La precaution de ne placer des aubans 
qu'inteiieuremenl (ce qui peut se faire en egard a sa lar- 
geur) et de ne point lui donner de beaupreconviendroit en 
pared cas. On sait bien qu'un batiment qui partlroit de 
Quebeck avec un vent fait de sud-ouest et rnaree baissante 
qui iroit la nuit mouiller en avant d'un vaisseau de guerre 
et qui fderoit son cable jusqu'a ce qu'il n'en fut qu'a en- 
viron cinquante brasses, ne sauroit etre aborde pour ce 
vaisseau, le vent et le courant etant deux obstacles invin- 
cibles ; mais ces sont les chaloupes que l'on ne manqueroit 
pas de trouver mouillees bien au-dessus des vaisseaux qui 
pourroient etre a craindre, e'est pourquoi il faut des inoyens 
pour sauver le batiment en question de l'abordage. 

Si une machine flotante construite sur ces principes ne 
pouvoit etre coulee bas ni abordee, et qui Ianc,ant son feu 
a une moyenne distance, pourroit insulter un vaisseau de 
guerre, le bruler, on au moins l'obliger de lever, auroit, je 
crois, quelque avantage sur un batiment ordinaire. II est 
vrai qu'il ne seroit propre que sur une riviere, mais e'est 
tout ce qu'on en attend. 

Huit bailments de cette espece de 150 tonneaux chaqoe, 
a un mat seulement montee chacun de six ou huit obus, 
couteroient moins en total qu'un seul vaisseau de soixante 
canons, et rendroient peut-etre plus de service ; quant a 
l'autre espece de brulot destine a mettre le feu par com- 
munication, on pourroit les faire sur les niemes principes, 
mais beaucoup plus petits. 

Des gabarres a fond plat de vingt a trente tonneaux pon- 
tier garnies de cedre dans le cale, et ayant leurs artifices sur 
le pont suffiroient. 

Deux raisons qui m'ont parties tres importantes m'ont 
fais imaginer la necessite des brulots : la premiere e'est 
qu'avec des nouvelles troupes, il pourroit y avoir quelques 
difficultes adisputer le terrein a des vieux corps regies ; et 
la deuxieme e'est que j'oserois dire, par experience, que 
l'on doit poser pour axiome que des batteries quelques 
fortes qti'elles puissent etre ne sauroient empecher une 
flotte de passer durant la nuit devant Quebeck, remonter le 
fleuve, et laisser par la derriere elle tous les preparatifs 
qu'on auroit pu faire par terre. 

Telles sont, Monsieur, les idees que j'ai forme sur 
l'ataque de Quebeck, et une partie des defenses de la Co- 
lonie, et que je soumis a votre examen. Je suis bien con- 
vaincu que ceux qui, comme vous, s'interessent essentielle- 
ment a la prosperite de I'Amerique sauront prendre tous 
les arrangements convenables dans les t circonstances pre- 
sentes. 

Si j'ai pris la liberte de vous communiquer mes senti- 
ments a. cet egard, e'est que persuade, comme^ je suis, de la 
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justice de la cause de TAmerique, personne ne desire plus 
que moi de la voir reussir dans sa louable entreprise. 

Je m'eslimerois ties heureux, si mes reflections pouvoient 
dormer lieu a quelques moyens qui pourroient tourner a son 
avantage. 

J'ai 1'honneur d'etre, avec une parfaite consideration, 
Monsieur, votre tres humble et tres obeissant serviteur, 

Pellissier, 
Directeur des Forges St. Maurice, pres des Tiois Rivieres. 

Janvier 528, 1776. 

Monsieur : Je suis actuellement a Montreal, ou j'ai eu 
lieu de faire des observations dont j'ai cru devoir vous in- 
former. J'y ai trouve le nombre des Royalistes beaucoup 
plus considerables que je ne pensois. Si on ne met pas 
un frein a leurs propos, il est a craindre qu'ils ne cbangent 
la bonne disposition des habitants descampagnes. Jecrois 
que si le rangfort destine pour le Canada etoit envoye su- 
bitement, et loge dansles campagnes, cela arreteroit le pro- 
gres des mauvais discours. II est encore terns de le faire, 
el les habitants ne le trouveront pas mal-a-propos. 

Quoique le siege de Quebeck ne soit pas difficile, il 
pourroit cependant arriver qu'en 1'attaquant du cote du 
Palais, les assieges se fortifieroieht dans I'intirieur de la 
ville. En pgard a 1'avantage qu'ils out de la hauteur de 
cette partie, e'est pourquoi il seroit ne"cessaire d'avoir des 
canons de vingt-quatre, ou au moins de dix-huit, pour suffire 
dans le cas ou I'on seroit oblige d'assieger par le bastion 
St. Jean, qui est le foible des fortifications qui sont sur la 
hauteur d' Abraham. Mais je ne peux pas m'empecher de 
vous prier d'observer qu'il faut absolument des ingenjeurs 
pour la conduite des details du siege, et que sans cette pre- 
caution ce sera en vain qu'on y employ era une quantite 
considerable de troupes et des munitions de guerre. 

Si mes informations peuvent vous etre utiles, vous pou- 
vez disposer librement de celui qui a 1'honneur d'etre, avec 
une parfaite consideration, Monsieur, votre tres humble et 
ties obeissant serviteur, Pelissier. 

TRANSLATION OF MONSIEUR PELISSIER's LETTER. 

Forges of St. Maurice, January 8, 1776. 

Sir: In December last, General Montgomery acquainted 
me of his intention of calling an Assembly in this Colony, 
to the end that Deputies might be chosen to join the Con- 
tinental Congress. He engaged me to use my endeavours 
to accomplish this affair, but not finding it then practicable, 
I went to the camp to confer with him on the proper mea- 
sures to be taken hereafter for that purpose. 

From the informations he had received, and those I had 
obtained, we were both of opinion that this Convention 
ought not to be attempted till after the reduction of Que- 
becJc, as the Royalists, who were numerous in the towns of 
Montreal and Three-Rivers, were continually intimidating 
the people with supposed consequences, and giving them 
odious and contemptible ideas of the American Confedera- 
tion. 

This brave General, impatient to forward the designs of 
the Congress, resolved to remove all difficulties and obsta- 
cles, by a bold stroke, in assaulting the City of Quebeck. 
He did not succeed, and had the misfortune there to finish 
his days. He fell much regretted by all those who were 
persuaded that noble and generous motives alone, had de- 
termined him to engage in the service of his country. 

This repulse has, in no wise, altered the good disposi- 
tions of the friends of America here, though they are a very 
small number, but it has made the Royalists more auda- 
cious than ever, particularly those who are in the pay of 
the Government. They already cry victory ; but, I flatter 
myself, they are grossly mistaken, for, if Quebeck is attacked 
according to the rules of art, on the side of the Palace- 
Gate, no season, in my opinion, can prevent the city's 
being taken in a few days. 

######### 

1 imagine, that, if the Congress continues to afford us its 
generous assistance, and the above methodical plan is put 
in execution, that city must soon be taken. The Royal- 
ists will then be confounded, the just will prevail over the 
unjust, and the timid Canadians will be encouraged and 
emboldened to join in preparations for opposing the Parlia- 
mentary forces which may arrive this year, with a design 
to execute the resolutions taken long since, to reduce 



to a state of servitude all the inhabitants o{North-Ame- 
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I cannot but observe, upon this head, that were the 
Ministry determined to abolish the privileges of Massachu- 
setts-Bay, they endeavoured to save appearances, at least, 
by creating a cause of quarrel, in imposing a duty upon tea ; 
but they fancied they might enslave the Canadians without 
so much ceremony ; they even presumed they could per- 
suade us it was for our good, and that we owed them, for 
so much kindness, everlasting gratitude. I own they must 
have had a wretched opinion of us, to think of thus treat- 
ing us. It was the height of contempt, but they were mis- 
taken. 

When, in 1765, General Murray, under the specious 
pretence of forming an Assembly of Representatives, who 
should all be Canadians, intended to re-establish the Go- 
vernment on the same footing it had been under France, it 
was easy to conclude it a plan of the Ministry, and that the 
promises made us, and which had been confirmed by the 
King's Proclamation in 1763, were no longer to be consi- 
dered as binding. General Murray, not being able to carry 
this plan into execution, was removed. Ministry substi- 
tuted General Carleton, who, in the same views, sounded 
the sentiments of the Canadians, and omitted nothing to 
persuade them that their ancient laws, customs, and usages, 
would be most suitable and convenient for them ; but having 
met with opposition among those who knew the .difference 
between liberty and despotism, he no longer communicated 
with, or took into his confidence, any but some Canadian 
officers and the clergy. In them he found all he wanted ; 
that is to say, courtiers, who, pleased with the hope of see- 
ing a return of the times in which they might domineer 
over the people, served him in every thing he desired, and, 
in consequence, addressed a petition to the King, in the 
name of all the inhabitants of the Province of QuebecJc, to 
have the wise British Constitution withdrawn; which, in 
effect, was asking chains for their fellow-citizens. 

It ought not to be supposed that the Canadians, in gene- 
ral, were so base. Some flatterers, and some ignorant 
people, bigoted to ancient customs, signed this shameful 
petition, without being authorized by any but fhemselvei, 
to the number of sixty-five only. 

It was upon this bespoken petition that the Ministry, 
who had their views in obtaining it, seized with eagerness 
the opportunity of establishing arbitrary power in this coun- 
try, by the Quebeck Act. All the good people of this Pro- 
vince would have found themselves subjected to it, if.tlie 
neighbouring Colonies had not pitied their unhappy fate, 
and lent their assistance to throw off the odious yote ;Tor 
which we ought to be forever grateful. But it cannot, and 
ought not to be concealed, that this good disposition, and 
these good sentiments, may be corrupted in some, if the 
precaution is not taken of purging the Colony of all those 
flatterers who receive pay from the Government, It may 
be considered ascertain, that if they are suffered to remain 
here, they will work a division that may be prejudicial to 
all the United Colonies. They are already doing it, by 
insinuating to the people that a large army will "EeTTere next 
Spring from Old England, and that, being guilty of rebel- 
lion, they will have no other resource than joining that 
army to obtain their pardon, without which, their houses 
will be pillaged and burnt, and themselves punished with 
death. Such are the discourses daily held to a people 
naturally too credulous. If this evil is not soon cut up by 
the roots, it may become incurable ; for impressions of tliis 
nature, become, in time, like the prejudices of infancy, very 
difficult to remove. Besides, by the abusive and contu- 
melious epithets they make use of, in speaking of our good 
neighbours, who come to succour us, they endeavour to 
render them, together with liberty itself, contemptible' in 
the eyes of the Canadians. These base practices cannot 
but produce a bad effect ; and are so much the more dan- 
gerous and serious, as, upon the precautions to be taken 
with regard to them, depends greatly the preservation of 
the Province. 

If, as it may be presumed, no agreement should take 
place between the Colonies and Britain, before the Spring, 
it is probable she will send a force into the river St. Law- 
rence, for the purpose of penetrating the other Colonies by 
the aid of the Canadians, brought again under Tier yoke 
through menaces or promises, it seems to me thai, to render 
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sach an expedition fruitless, there are two principal means 
which deserve particular attention. The first would be to 
support and retain the Canadians; the second, to hinder 
the fleet coming up the river, or passing above Quebeck. 

The circumstances necessary for retaining and support- 
ing the Canadians, are: 

First. That proper precautions be taken for securing the 
persons salaried here by Government, the other Royalists, 
and particularly all the military. 

Second. Although it is reasonable that the Canadians 
should pay their proportion of the charges of the war, I 
imagine it would be proper to delay levying it for some 
time, as this people, having never been accustomed to pay 
any tax but by way of duties on importation and exporta- 
tion, would fancy they had been deceived, and that they 
were conquered merely to be taxed, and made to pay all 
the expense of this war, as the Royalists endeavoured to 
persuade them. 

Third. That they may not be alarmed, it is necessary to 
leave them in possession of their bishops, their priests, and 
the free exercise of their religion. It is true, that some of 
the curates have made publick prayers, during nine days, 
that GooT would exterminate the troops that our good neigh- 
hours have kindly sent to assist us ; but prudence requires 
that no notice should be taken of that conduct. 

As to the measures to be taken for hindering a fleet's 
passin| above Quebeck, it seems to me that the most expe- 
dient for persons, who, jealous of their liberty, ought not to 
risk too much upon the chance of a battle, would be to 
born it. * * * * * * *...#. 

If I have taken the liberty to communicate to you my 
sentiments thus on the attack of Qucbeck and defence of 
the Colony, it is, because, persuaded as 1 am of the justice 
of the cause ol Amrica, no one desires more than myself 
to see her succeed in her most laudable enterprise. 

l.shall esteem myself very happy, if my reflections may 
occasion the use of some means that may turn to her ad- 
vantage, 

I have the honour to be, with perfect consideration, sir, 
your most humble and obedient servant, ™ 

' I ELISSIER, 

Director of the Iron Works, 

Near the Three-Rivers. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

January 28, 1776. 

Postscript. — I am now at Montreal, where I have an 
opportunity of making some observations, which I think I 
ought, to.commuuicate to you. 

I have . found the number of Royalists much more con- 
siderable here than I imagined. If they are not bridled, it 
is to be. feared they may change the good disposition of the 
country people. I believe that if the reinforcements des- 
tined im Canada arrive soon, and are quartered in the 
country, that may be a means of stopping the progress of 
ba^discouries. There is yet time to do it, and the°people 
will not dislike it. 

STONINGTON (CONNECTICUT) COMMITTEE TO GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. 

Stonington, January 8, 1776. 

Sir: The Committee of Correspondence and Safety in 
this place, to whose consideration your Excellency, by 
letter dated the 27th of November last, was pleased to refer 
the affair of one Denny, and his captured vessel and cargo, 
having, pn the 1st of December, transmitted to you their 
proceedings relative thereto, beg leave now to report, fur- 
ther, that, (haying notified all persons concerned,) after a 
full hearing, and careful examination and inquiry of the 
several evidences before us, (consisting of people on board 
said, vessel when taken, and of the neighbours supposed 
best acquainted with the character of said Denny, and one 
Buddington, who, for some reasons, was suspected of being 
toryistical,) cannot find that either of them have adopted 
Or pursued any measure really inimical to America, or in 
any thing acted a part so obnoxious, but that they, upon 
paying the: necessary and occasional charges, might, with- 
out further delay or trouble, have said vessel and cargo 
restored, to them ; unless the mere act of said Denny's 
availing himself and being possessed of the enclosed certifi- 
cate and clearance when taken, should be deemed a suffi- 
cient bar in the way ; relative to which, the bearer is de- 



sired to wait and receive your Excellency's resolution and 
commands. 

From your most obedient, humble servant, 
By order of the Committee : 

Joseph Denison, Chairman. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

JOHN ADAMS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Watertown, January 8, 1776. 

Dear Sir: As your Excellency has asked my opinion 
of General Lee's plan, as explained in his letter of the 
5th instant, I think it my duty to give it, although I am 
obliged to do it in more haste than 1 could wish. 

I suppose the only questions which arise upon that let- 
ter, are, whether the plan is practicable, whether it is 
expedient, and whether it lies properly within your Ex- 
cellency's authority, without further directions from Con- 
gress, 

Of the practicability of it, I am very ill qualified to 
judge ; but, were I to hazard a conjecture, it would be, 
that the enterprise would not be attended with much diffi- 
culty. The Connecticut people, who are very ready upon 
such occasions, in conjunction with the friends of liberty in 
New-York, 1 should think might easily accomplish ~ the. 
work. 

That it is expedient, and even necessary to be done, by 
some authority or other, I believe will not be doubted by 
any friend of the American cause, who considers the vast 
importance of that City, Province, and the JVoWARiver^ 
which is in it, in the progress of this war, (as it is the nexus 
of the Northern and Southern Colonies,) as a kind of key 
to the whole Continent; as it is a passage to Canada, to 
the great lakes, and to all the Indian nations, no effort 
to secure it ought to be. omitted. 

That it is within the limits of your Excellency's com- 
mand, is, in my mind, perfectly clear. Your commis- 
sion constitutes you commander of all the forces now 
raised, or to be raised, and of all others who shall volun- 
tarily offer their service, and join the Army for the defence 
of American liberty, and for repelling every hostile inva- 
sion thereof, and are vested with full power and authority 
to act as you shall think for the good and welfare of the 
service. 

Now, if upon Long-Island there is a body of people 
who have arms in their hands, and are intrenching them- 
selves, professedly to oppose the American system of de- 
fence; who are supplying our enemies, both of the Army 
and Navy, in Boston and elsewhere, (as I suppose is un- 
doubtedly the fact,) no man can hesitate to say that this is 
an hostile invasion of American liberty, as much as that 
now made in Boston. Nay, those people are guilty of the 
very invasion in Boston, as they are constantly aiding, 
abetting, comforting, and assisting the army there, and that 
in the most essential manner, by supplies of provisions. 
If in the city a body of Tories are waiting only for a force 
to protect them, to declare themselves on the side of our 
enemies, it is high time that city was secured. The Jer- 
sey troops have already been ordered into that city by the 
Congress, and are there, undoubtedly, under your com- 
mand, ready to assist in this service. 

That New-York is within your command as much as 
the Massachusetts, cannot bear a question. Your Excel- 
lency's superiority in the command, over the Generals 
in the Northern Department, as it is called, has been 
always carefully preserved in Congress, although the ne- 
cessity of despatch has sometimes induced them to send 
instructions directly to them, inslead of first sending them 
to your Excellency, which would have occasioned a cir- 
cuit of many hundreds of miles, and have lost much time. 

Upon the whole, sir, my opinion is, that General Lee r s 
is a very useful proposal, and will answer many good ends. 

I am, with great respect, your Excellency's most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

,_, John Adams. 

To General Washington. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO MAJOR-GENERAL LEE. 

Sir: Having undoubted intelligence of the fitting out of 
a fleet at Boston, and of the embarkation of troop°s from 
thence, which, from the season of the year, and other cir- 
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cumstances, must be destined for a Southern expedition ; 
and having such information as I can rely on, that the in- 
habitants (or a great part of them) on Long-Island, in the 
Colony of New-York, are not only inimical to the rights 
and liberties of America, but, by their conduct and publick 
professions, have discovered a disposition to aid and assist 
in the reduction of that Colony to Ministerial tyranny; and, 
as it is a matter of the utmost importance to prevent the 
enemy from taking possession of the city of New- York 
and the North River, as they will thereby command the 
country, and the communication with Canada, it is of too 
much consequence (since we find, by His Majesty's speech 
to Parliament, that, in disregard of the petition from the 
united voice of America, nothing less than the total sub- 
version of .her rights will satisfy him,) to hazard such a 
post at such an alarming crisis : You will, therefore, with 
such volunteers as are willing to join you, and can be expe- 
ditiously raised, repair to the city of New- York, and call- 
ing upon the commanding officer of the forces of New- 
Jersey, for such assistance as he can afford, and you shall 
require, you are to put that city in the best posture of 
defence which the season and circumstances will admit of; 
disarming all such persons, upon Long-Island and else- 
where, (and, if necessary, otherwise securing them,) whose 
conduct and declarations have rendered them justly sus- 
pected of designs unfriendly to the views of Congress. 

You are also to inquire into the state and condition of 
the fortifications up the North River, and, as far as that be 
consistent with the orders of Congress, (or not repugnant 
to them,) to have the works guarded against surprise from 
a body of men, which might be transported by water near 
the place, and then marched in upon the back of them. 

You will also endeavour to have the medicines, shirts, 
and blankets, (now at New- York,) belonging to the Minis- 
terial troops, secured, and forwarded to this Army. Cap- 
tain Sears can give you particular information concern- 
ing them. 

That in other matters relative to the execution of the 
general plan you are going upon, your own judgment, (as it 
is impossible, with propriety, to give particular directions,) 
and the advice of those you have reason to believe are 
hearty in the cause, must direct you ; keeping always in 
view the declared intentions of Congress. 

I am persuaded I need not recommend despatch in the 
execution of this business ; the importance, alone, is suffi- 
cient incitement. I would advise a dismission of the vo- 
lunteers (whose necessary expenses will be borne) as soon 
as the service will admit of it ; and that you endeavour, as 
much as possible, at all times to be in readiness to join 
the Army, if the exigency of our affairs here should call 
for it. 

Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters, Cambridge, 
the eighth day of January, Anno Domini 1116. 

George Washington. 



to facilitate the end of his coming, as there needs no other 
argument than a retrospective view of the conduct of the 
Ministerial troops in Boston, and the consequences result- 
ing from it, to prove what a fatal stab it would give to the 
interests of America, to suffer the city of New-York to fall 

into the hands of our enemies. .„ . , - 

I am, &c. George Washington. 

To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety of New- 
York. "" ' ■■■""" 

[general Washington] to williaM sartlett. . 

Cambridge, January 8, 1776. 
Answered his letters of the 5th and 6th instant?.. De- 
sired he would purchase the guns from Captain Darby, 
belonging to the Lee, schooner ; if not, he must give them 
to him. To be alert in fitting the vessels out, Sic. 

To William Bartlett, Esq., Beverly. 

R. HOOE TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER. 

Alexandria, January 9, 1776. 

Honourable Sir: Captain Conway has never been able 
to get his vessel ready to take in till this day, though Be 
used great industry ; the weather, the holydays, &.C., have 
been against him. She is still a very fine vessel, now in 
the most complete order; and it gives me concern to in- 
form you that the Captain, one of the most active fellpwj 
in the world, is aboiit leaving her. Of this, Captain Con- 
way never gave me the most distant hint, till within these 
few days. As soon as he made known his. intentions,. I 
expostulated with and endeavoured to convince _hirn.pf the. 
impropriety of leaving the service without giving the 
Council of Safety due notice to provide another master, 
but all in vain. .. ____ 

He has had a little vessel built somewhere in jhe lower 
parts of Virginia; she is finished and come up, and he is 
going out in her. However, he promises to stay by the 
vessel and see things carried on, till another master come? 
on board ; you will, therefore, be pleased to appoint one, 
and send him to take charge, as soon as possible. He says 
he intended to give you notice at Annapolis, but thq 
Council Room was always full, and he never could find 
an opportunity. 

If you have not a proper person to spare, there is. a 
brother of Conway's, who I believe to be an able. seaman, 
and a very industrious, spirited man, that has offered him- 
self. He being well acquainted, could pick up men in. a 
short time, of which the vessel is bare, having but three on 
board. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

R, Hooe, 

To the Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq. 

P. S. If yon incline to accept of his brother, it will be 
well to give me orders by next post, or he will be engaged. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Cambridge, January 8, 1776. 

Sir: Having undoubted intelligence of the fitting out of 
a fleet at Boston, and the embarkation of troops from 
thence, which, from the season of the year, and other cir- 
cumstances, must be destined for some expedition south 
of this; and having such information as I can rely on, 
that the inhabitants of Long-Island, in your Government, 
or a great part of them, are not only inimical to the rights 
and liberties of America, but, by their conduct and profes- 
sions, have discovered an apparent inclination to lend a 
helping hand to subjugate their fellow-citizens to Ministe- 
rial tyranny, there is the greatest reason to believe, that this 
armament, if not designed immediately against the city of 
New- York, is, nevertheless, intended for Long- Is land ; 
I have, therefore, thought it expedient to despatch Major- 
General Lee, with such volunteers as he can quickly as- 
semble, on his march, (for I have not troops to spare from 
hence, if the distance and time would admit of it,) to put the 
city of New-York in the best posture of defence the sea- 
son and circumstances will admit of. 

To his instructions, which I have desired him to Jay 
before you, I beg leave to refer, firmly persuaded that your 
honourable body will give every assistance in their power 



ADDRESS OF NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE 
INHABITANTS OF THE COLONY OF NEW-YORK. 

Jannary 9, 1776. 

To prevent, as much as possible, the evil consequences 
which may arise from the assertion, that the "Continental 
Congress have made no approaches towards an accommo- 
dation with Great Britain," the Committee of Safety 
of the Colony of New- York, have directed the following 
Petition of the Continental Congress to His Majesty, and 
the Address of the Lord Mayor and Livery of London, to 
the Electors of Great Britain, occasioned by that Petition, 
to be published. 

In the present unhappy controversy, we carr call for wo 
evidence so unexceptionable to the deluded enemies of 
America, as the testimony of the inhabitants of the Capital 
city of Great Britain. 

Every information on this subject, coming from among 
us, might, perhaps, be considered as passing through a sus- 
picious channel ; but when we appeal to those who, if we 
have engaged Without grounds in the present contention, 
are immediately interested against us, every unprejudiced 
reader must be convinced, that their voluntary testimony in 
our favour, is full proof of the justice of our cause. And 
it is for this purpose, that the above-mentioned Address is 
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recommended to the serious consideration of the inhabit 
tants of the Colony of New- York. 
By order of the Committee : 

Pierre Van Cortlandt, Chairman. 

Copy of Petition of the honourable Continental Congress, 
sitting at Philadelphia, July 8, 1775, to His Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's faithful subjects, of the Colonies of 
New- Hampshire, Massachusetts- Bay, Rhode-Island and 
Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New- York, New- 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, the Counties of New- Castle, Kent 
and Sussex, on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
Carolina, and South- Carolina, in behalf of ourselves, and 
the inhabitant 3 °f these Colonies, who have deputed us to 
represent them in General Congress, entreat your Majes- 
ty's gracious attention to this our humble petition. 

The union between our mother country and these Colo- 
nies, and the energy of mild and just Government, produced 
benefits so remarkably important, and afforded such an 
assurance of their permanency and increase, that the wonder 
and envy of other nations were excited, while they beheld 
"Great Britain rising to a power the most extraordinary 
the worldjiad ever known. 

Her rivals, observing that there was no probability of 
this happy connection being broken by civil dissensions, 
and apprehending its future effects, if left any longer undis- 
turbed, resolved to prevent her receiving such continual 
and formidable accessions of wealth and strength, by check- 
ing the growth of those settlements from which they were 
to be derived. 

In the prosecution of this attempt, events so unfavour- 
able to the design took place, that every friend to the in- 
terest of Great Britain and these Colonies, entertained 
pleasing and reasonable expectations, of seeing an additional 
force and extension immediately given to the operations of 
the union hitherto experienced, by an enlargement of the 
dominions of the Crown, and the removal of ancient and 
warlike enemies to a greater distance. 

At the conclusion, therefore, of the late war, the most 
glorious and advantageous that ever had been carried on by 
British arms, your loyal Colonists, having contributed to 
its success, by such repeated and strenuous exertions, as 
frequently procured them the distinguished approbation of 
your Majesty, of the late King, and of Parliament, doubted 
not, but that they should be permitted, with the rest of the 
empire, to share in the blessings of peace, and the emolu- 
ments ofyictory and conquest. 

While these recent and honourable acknowledgments 
of their, merits remained on record, in the journals and 
acts of that august legislature, the Parliament, undefaced 
by the imputation, or even the suspicion of any offence, 
they were alarmed by a new system of statutes and regu- 
lations, adopted for the administration of the Colonies, that 
filled their minds with the most painful fears and jealousies ; 
and, to their inexpressible astonishment, perceived the dan- 
ger of a foreign quarrel quickly succeeded by domestick 
dangers, in their judgment, of a more dreadful kind. 

Nor were these anxieties alleviated by any tendency in 
this system Jo promote the welfare of their mother coun- 
try; for, though its effects were immediately felt by them, 
yet its influence appeared to be injurious to the commerce 
and prosperity of Great Britain. 

We shall decline the ungrateful task of describing the 
irksome variety of artifices practised by many of your 
Majesty's Ministers; the delusive pretences, fruitless ter- 
yours, and unavailing severities, that have from time to 
time been dealt out by them, in their attempts to execute 
this impolitick plan ; or of tracing, through a series of years 
past, the progress of the unhappy differences between 
Great Britain and these Colonies, that have flowed from 

this fatal source. .. ...... , 

Your Majesty's Ministers, persevering in their measures, 
and proceeding to open hostilities for enforcing them, have 
compelled us to arm in our defence, and have engaged us 
in a c ontro versy so peculiarly abhorrent \6 the affections of 
your still faithful Colonists, that when we consider whom we 
must. oppose m this contest, and, if it continues, what may 
be the, consequences, our own particular misfortunes are 
accounted by us only as part of our distress,. 



Knowing to what violent resentment and incurable ani- 
mosities, civil discords are apt to exasperate and inflame 
the contending parties, we think ourselves required by 
indispensable obligations to Almighty God, to your Majes- 
ty, to our fellow-subjects, and to ourselves, immediately to 
us all the means in our power, not incompatible with our 
safety, for stopping the further effusion of blood, and for 
averting the impending calamities that threaten the British 
empire. 

Thus called upon to address your Majesty, on affairs of 
such moment to America, and probably to all your domi- 
nions, we are earnestly desirous of performing this office 
with the utmost deference for your Majesty; and we there- 
fore pray, that your Majesty's Royal magnanimity and be- 
nevolence may make the most favourable constructions of 
our expressions on so uncommon an occasion. Could we 
represent, in their full force, the sentiments that agitate the 
minds of us, your dutiful subjects, we are persuaded your 
Majesty would ascribe any seeming deviation from reve- 
rence in our language, and even in our conduct, riot to any 
reprehensible intention, but to the impossibility of recon- 
ciling the usual appearances of respect, with a just atten- 
tion to our own preservation, against those artful and cruel 
enemies, who abuse your Royal confidence and authority, 
for the purpose of effecting our destruction. 

Attached to your Majesty's person, family, and Govern- 
ment, with all devotion that principle and affection can 
inspire, connected with Great Britain by the strongest ties 
that can unite societies, and deploring every event that 
tends in any degree to weaken them, we solemnly assure 
your Majesty, that we not only most ardently desire the 
former harmony between her and these Colonies may be 
restored, but that concord may be established between 
them, upon so firm a basis as to perpetuate its blessings, 
uninterrupted by any future dissensions, to succeeding gene- 
rations in both countries; and to transmit your Majesty's 
name to posterity, adorned with that signal and lasting 
glory that has attended the memory of those illustrious 
personages, whose virtues and abilities have extricated 
states from dangerous convulsions, and, by securing happi- 
ness to others, have erected the most noble and durable 
monuments to their own fame. 

We beg leave further to assure your Majesty, that, not- 
withstanding the sufferings of your loyal Colonists, during 
the course of this present controversy, our breasts retain 
too tender a regard for the kingdom - from which we derive 
our origin, to request such a reconciliation as might, in any 
manner, be inconsistent with her dignity or her welfare. 
These, related as we are to her, honour and duty, as well 
as inclination, induce us to support and advance ; and the 
apprehensions that now oppress our hearts with unspeak- 
able grief, being once removed, your Majesty will find your 
faithful subjects on this Continent ready and willing, at all 
times, as they have ever been, with their lives and fortunes, 
to assert and maintain the. rights and interests of your Ma- 
jesty, and of our mother country. 

We, therefore, beseech your Majesty, that your Royal 
authority and influence may be graciously interposed to 
procure us relief from our afflicting fears and jealousies, 
occasioned by the system before-mentioned, and to settle 
peace through every part of your dominions; with all 
humility, submitting to your Majesty's wise consideration, 
whether it may not be expedient, for facilitating those im- 
portant purposes, that your Majesty may be pleased to 
direct some mode by which the united applications of your 
faithful Colonists to the Throne, in pursuance of their 
common counsels, maybe improved into a happy and per- 
manent reconciliation ; and that, in the mean time, measures 
may be taken for preventing the further destruction of the 
lives of your Majesty's subjects ; and that such statutes as 
more immediately distress any of your Majesty's Colonies, 
may be repealed. 

For by such arrangements as your Majesty's wisdom can 
form, for collecting the united sense of y oar American peo- 
ple, we are convinced your Majesty would receive such 
satisfactory proofs of the disposition of the Colonists to- 
wards their Sovereign, and the parent state, that the wished 
for opportunity would soon be restored to them, of evincing 
the sincerity of their professions, by every testimony of 
devotion becoming the most dutiful subjects, and the most 
affectionate Colonists. 
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That your Majesty may enjoy a long and prosperous 
reign, and that your descendants may govern your domin- 
ions, with honour to themselves, and happiness to their 
subjects, is our sincere and fervent prayer. 



TO THE ELECTORS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

Gentlemen : The mischiefs which have already arisen, 
and the greater calamities which are threatened, from the 
unnatural war excited in America, by the arbitrary and 
inexorable spirit of His Majesty's Ministers, and advisers, 
have impressed our minds with alarms and apprehensions, 
which occasion this address to you. 

As electors, we are more particularly called upon to 
take into consideration these dangerous proceedings against 
our fellow-subjects in America ; because the representa- 
tives of the people are unhappily made the instruments of 
these measures. 

It isMmpossible we can see, without the utmost alarm, 
preparations making for the prosecution of an expensive 
and ruinous war with our own Colonies, from which so 
much of our commerce, and, therefore, the sources of our 
wealth, are derived. The inevitable consequence of this 
must be an increase of taxes, already too heavy, and an 
addition to the national debt, which presses us with into- 
lerable weight. We beg you to consider what must be the 
situation of this kingdom, under an augmentation of taxes, 
and a diminution of commerce, an increase of national 
debt, and an equal decrease of national resources. 
' These are the immediate and unavoidable consequences 
of this war. The probable ones are still more fatal. If 
our natural and inveterate enemies should fall upon us, 
when we are exhausted of men and money, when our most 
valuable commerce is ruined, and our bravest and veteran 
troops sacrificed, what is it that can shield us from imme- 
diate ruin ? If we involve ourselves, then, in this obsti- 
nate and expensive civil war, we must owe our safety to 
the forbearance of our enemies.. Neither do we think it 
improbable, from the desperate valour with which the 
Americans defend their dearest liberties, that all our efforts 
will be unsuccessful, and that we shall at last be obliged 
to sit down under a grievous addition of debt, the shame 
of.defeated armaments, and the total loss of our useful and 
affectionate Colonies. 

The provision that is making for the introduction of 
Hanoverian and Hessian troops, instead of removing, con- 
firms our apprehensions; because we cannot have any con- 
fidence in the protection of foreign mercenaries ; and feel 
at once the shame and folly of that policy which is to bur- 
den us with taxes for the payment of foreign protectors, 
while our own brave troops are slaughtered in an unnatural, 
unnecessary, and inglorious contest. 

For the certain expenses of this war, we see no repara- 
tion, even in conquest. Desolated fields, and depopulated 
Provinces, are little likely to contribute to our necessities, 
either by revenue or commerce. No complaint from the 
merchants and manufacturers in Great Britain, of illicit 
trade, and acts of navigation infringed, has called for these 
coercive measures. On the contrary, they have repeatedly 
petitioned against the principles upon which the war is 
founded. To secure our commerce, therefore, can neither 
be the aim, nor issue of this war. Neither can it be to 
settle a due subordination of the Colonies upon the parent 
state, since they have repeatedly and solemnly acknow- 
ledged their subordination, and submitted to our control. 

We cannot, therefore, discover any real object, or possi- 
ble event of this dispute, (should we be successful,) but 
that of establishing the arbitrary power of the Crown over 
our fellow-subjects in America, which must greatly endanger 
the Constitution here, and increase the number of placemen 
and pensioners, already so enormous as to threaten the utter 
destruction of freedom and independence among us. 

The people of the Colonies have appealed to their fel- 
low-subjects in Great Britain, for the justice and necessity 
of their conduct. We are convinced of their having been 
injured and oppressed. We sympathize in their griefs, and 
revere their fortitude ; every motive of humanity, of justice, 
and of interest, calls upon us to condemn the measures of 
which they complain, and to declare that we will never 
willingly contribute To urge theiT oppressions, or abridge 
their liberties. 
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It has been our grief and our misfortune to see that the 
repeated petitions from His Majesty's subjects in America, 
supported by many in this country, have not availed la 
prevent the dreadful extremities we now lament. The 
petitioners have been studiously driven to the last resour- 
ces of despair, by a denial of redress, and an accumulation 
of grievances too severe to be endured by a free people. 

In the united petition last year, from all the Colonies to 
the King, they asked for peace, liberty, and safety. Did 
it become us to refuse such a request, or to persist in vio- 
lating the peace, liberty, and safely, of any part of our 
fellow-subjects? They pledge themselves, "that in time 
cf war, they will be ready and willing to demonstrate their 
loyalty to His Majesty, by exerting their most strenuous 
efforts, in granting supplies and raising forces." What can 
we, in justice, require more from a part of the empire, re- 
strained, in point of commercial advantages, for our benefit, 
and labouring, in consequence of that restraint, under a' 
heavy and accumulating debt ? Can we expect success 
from a war founded in such flagrant injustice? Appeal- 
ing, say they, " to that Being who searcJies__thorougl)Iy 
the hearts of his creatures, we solemnly profess that our 
counsels have been influenced by no other motive than a 
dread of impending destruction." 

That dread has been realized. Famine, fire and sword",' 
have answered (i. e, were the answers given to) their rea- 
sonable requests, and earnest applications. : Utter destruc- 
tion, or unconditional submission, is the only alternative TeTt 
them, by this imperious and" intemperate AdminTstralionr 

Yet still they were determined to try the force of fresh 
supplication. This they have done in their Tate petition 
to the Throne, more humble, but still fruitless as the former. 
They say, " Knowing to what violent resentments," and in- 
curable animosities, civil discords are apt to exasperate ancT' 
inflame the contending parties, we think ourselves require? 
by indispensable obligations to Almighty God^ to your 
Majesty, to our fellow-subjects, and ourselves, imrhediately 
to use all the means in our power, not incompatible with 
our safety, for stopping the further effusion of blood, and 
for averting the impending calamities, which threaten the 
British empire." 

We feel these as the most amiable sentiments, of men 
cordially interested in our welfare, and earnestly aiming at 
peace and reconciliation, 

In pursuance of these laudable purposes, they solemnly 
declare their most ardent desire, that "the former harmony 
between the two countries may be restored, and a concord 
may be established between them, upon so firm a basis, as 
to perpetuate its blessings, uninterrupted by any future 
dissensions, to succeeding generations, in both countries." 
They declare, that " they do not request such reconcilia- 
tion as might, in any manner, be inconsistent with the dig- 
nity or welfare of Great Britain ;" that, " they are ready 
and willing, at all times, as they have been, with the7rHves 
and fortunes, to assert and maintain the rights ancTInteresfs 
of His Majesty, and of their mother country." They, 
therefore, implore His Majesty, " to take measures for pre- 
venting the further destruction of the lives of his subjects ; 
and that he will be pleased to direct some modeXy which 
the united applications of his faithful Colonists to th eThr one, 
in pursuance of their common counsels, may be improved? 
into a happy and permanent reconciliation ; and that the 
wished-for opportunity may soon be restored to them, of 
evincing the sincerity of their professions, hy every "testi- 
mony of devotion, becoming the most dutifuf subjects, and 
the most affectionate Colonists." 

To this petition an answer has been refused. The un- 
happy petitioners are left to deplore the prospect of Inex- 
orable war and desolation, and to seek protection in those 
fatal resources which self-preservation suggests against im- 
pending destruction. 

This, gentlemen, is the alarming state of America, which 
fills us with anxiety and apprehensions. 

We lament the blood that has been already shed ; we 
deplore the late of those brave men, who are devoted to 
hazard their lives, not against the enemies of the British 
name, but against the friends of the prosperity and glory 
of Great Britain. We feel for the honour of the British 
arms, sullied, not by the misbehaviour of those wholbojre 
them, but by the misconduct of the Ministersiwho employed 
them, to the oppression of their fellow-subjects. We are 
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alarmed at the immediate, insupportable expense, and the 
probable consequences of a war, which, we are convinced, 
originates in violence and injustice, and must end in ruin. 

These are the sentiments, gentlemen, which we take the 
liberty of communicating to you, as the reasons uporrwhich 
we have acted, trusting that, if they meet with your appro- 
bation, you will co-operate with us, in endeavouring to bring 
the authors of these evils to the justice of their country. 
-j Signed in obedience to order of the Common Hall. 
John Wilkes, Mayor. 
George Hayley, ) ^ .- 

Nathaniel. JNewnham, J *" 



CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY, 

Friday, January 5, 1776. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
&c;, at Lebanon, Present : 

His Honour the Governour, Jabez Huntington, Esq., 
William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Jedediah Elderkin, 
Joshua West, and Benjamin Huntington, Esqrs. 

Motion by Esquire Chapman, made to the Governour, 
about supplying the Minute- Men, inlistlng at East-Had- 
dam, with Arms. On discourse and consideration, thought 
it premature to determine any thing about it at present. 

Moved to conclude where the four Row Galleys, lately 
ordered by the Assembly, under the direction of said Com- 
mittee, shall be built; and, on consideration, Resolved, 
That one of them be built at Norwich, and one at East-Had- 
dam; and thought proper not now to determine as to the 
other two. 

On a Letter, and request from Mr. Deane, in behalf of 
the Naval Committee at Congress, requesting that Captain 
Niles, of the Spy, be sent to carry recruits from New-Lon- 
don to Philadelphia, for the Navy; it was, on consideration, 
concluded and voted, that we cannot properly and safely 
permit her to be absent so long ; and do not agree to the 
proposal. 

Bein g informed by Letter from Mr. Shaw, that Captain 
Hinman has brought in about two tons of Powder for the 
Colony, procured by him, and landed the same at Bedford, 
near or in Dartmouth, 

Voted, that said Shaw be desired to cause said Powder 
to be brought to Providence, and committed to the care of 
Governour Cooke; and that the Governour be desired to 
write to Governour Cooke, to take care of the same, till 
further orders. 

And Letters wrote, &c; and Mr. Shaw came in and 
received his directions, &c. 

On motion, that the men on board Captain Niles have 
served out the term for which they engaged at the 1st of 
December, and have since been continued by order, &c. ; 
and that they appear desirous to be released, Sic, 

Voted and Ordered, That said Captain Niles be. directed 
to TaiSB and inlist twenty men, such as he can confide in, 
to serve on board said Schooner Spy, for the term of one 
year, unless sooner discharged, on the following wages, viz: 
Foe able Seamen, forty-eight shillings; and for Seamen, 
forty shillings per calender month. (And copy sent him.) 

Voted, That Colonel Mott be desired and directed to 
repair, as soon as may be, to New-London, Groton, and 
Slqnington, and view the works of defence, erected and 
proposed there; and make report to his Honour the Go- 
vernour, as soon as it may be done, with his opinion, in 
and about the premises. 

Tuesday, January 9, 1776. 
^ At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
Present :_ 

His Honour, the Governour, Jabez Huntington, Esq., 
William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Jedediah Elderkin, 
Joshua West, and Benjamin Huntington, Esqrs. 



&.C 



A number of Letters, to and from sundry persons, read, 



The subject of building, or purchasing, to be armed for 
defence, &c, according to the Resolve of the Assembly, in 
addition to the one latejy purchased, by order of said As- 
sembly of Captain Gregg, was considered, Sic; and on the 
question, 



Voted, That the Vessel, to be built or purchased for 
sard purpose, be of not less than two hundred tons burden. 

And then Voted, That Benjamin Huntington, Esq., 
and Captain Seth Harding, be a Committee to repair 
forthwith to Middlclown, and other towns on the river, 
and such other places as they shall find necessary, and 
make diligent inquiry, whether and where, such warlike 
Vessel, fit for and suitable for the service designed, can be 
purchased and obtained ; and how, and on what terms and 
conditions ; and, also, where such Vessel can best and most 
advantageously be built for that purpose, and by whom, 
and on what terms, and to make report of whatever they 
may find and judge to be advantageous for promoting said 
service, to the Governour, and this Committee, as soon as 
possible. (And copy given.) 

And then, on representation to this Board, that the Iron 
Furnace at Salisbury, belonging to Mr. Richard Smith, 
now in Boston, is in good repair, and capable of being im- 
proved to great advantage for the publick, by manufactur- 
ing Iron, casting Cannon, Cannon Ball, &c; On conside- 
ration thereof, it is, 

Voted and Resolved, That Colonel Jedediah Elderlcin 
be, and he is hereby appointed a Committee, to repair forth- 
with to said Furnace, and to the Iron Works of said Smith, 
at Suffrage, or higher up, and find the true state and cir- 
cumstances of said Furnace, and how they may be im- 
proved for the benefit of the Colony, in either of the ways 
aforesaid ; consult and advise, in the best maimer he can, 
as to the propriety of immediately improving, and setting 
said works agoing, for any or either of the purposes afore- 
said ; and make the best estimate he shall be able, and with 
his best discretion, if he shall find it expedient, give proper 
orders for executing any, or either of said designs ; and 
make report of his doings and opinion in the premises. 

And he is further instructed to make inquiry after what- 
ever can be collected of the Saltpetre and Sulphur belong- 
ing to this Colony, which was sent to the late Judge Li- 
vingston's Powder-Mill at Claremont, to be worked into 
Powder, which mill has been blown irpj and unless he find 
said mill rebuilt, or in such condition as that said materials 
are like to be soon worked up, he is directed to cause the 
same to be returned to this Colony ; and also report make. 
(And copy given to him, and he set out next day.) 

An Account of Captain Isaac Sears, laid in for sundries, 
supplied the Battery, &tc, at New-Haven, viz: 17 cwt. 
2 qrs. Cannon Ball, at fifteen shillings — and interest, eight 
shillings and nine pence; 9 cwt. I qr. 21 lbs. refined Iron, at 
twenty-eight shillings ; and 3 cwt, 2 qr. 6 lbs. bloom Iron, 
at twenty-two shillings, fee. ; total, twenty pounds, eleven 
pence, lawful money; and the same is allowed ; and that an 
order be given on the Pay-Table for the same. (And is 
done.) 

And adjourned to Thursday, 18th instant. 

Thursday, January 11, 1776. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
specially calTed by his Honour, Present : 

His Honour the Governour, Jabez Huntington, Esq., 
William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, and Joshua West, 
Esqnires. 

N. B. The rest being gone on publick business. The 
York affair, for General Lee, done, &ic. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED CAMBRIDGE, JANUARY 9, 1776. 

Last evening, {January 8,) General Putnam achieved 
what our friend on Winter-Hill attempted. Major Knowl- 
ion commanded the party ; Minchin, and a deserter, who • 
lately came out, were the guides ; about one hundred and 
thirty passed, near nine o'clock, over the mill-dam ; Majors 
Cary and Henly had each a party, and the former was to 
push to the farthest house ; (if you recollect, there was, 
to your right from Cobble-Hill, when you looked towards 
Bunker's Hill, about fifteen houses, which had escaped 
the conflagration on the 1 7th of June.) The plan was, 
to surprise these houses, set them on fire, and Taring off the 
guard, which, we were informed, consisted of an officer 
and thirty men ; but the information was wrong", as there 
was only a sergeant and five men. The persons appoint- 
ed to set fire to the houses nearest the dam, had orders not 



613 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, fee., JANUARY, 1776. 



611 



to execute it until Cary had returned from the farthest, 
but, eager to fulfil what they had undertaken, they were 
the first that appeared in flames ; sometime after, the 
whole was one blaze of fire. Had I Burgoyne's knack at 
description, I assure you, a picture might be drawn that 
would afford great horrour, and, at the same time, great en- 
tertainment. Bunker's Hill took the alarm ; the flashing of 
the musketry, from every quarter of that fort, showed the 
confusion of its defenders — firing, some in the air, some in 
the Mystick river ; in short, they fired at random, and thought 
they were attacked at every quarter, which, you may sup- 
pose, gave no small pleasure to the General and a number 
of us, who were spectators of the scene, from Cobble-Hill. 
Ten of the houses were soon" in ashes. The sergeant and 
four of the men, with one woman, were brought off pri- 
soners; one poor wretch made some resistance, and was 
killed. Knowlton behaved like a man used to the busi- 
ness ; your friend Minchin with great coolness ; Cary and 
Ilenly receive merited applause; indeed, every person en- 
gaged, did his duty, except being rather too eager in set- 
ting the first house on fire. 

It is the opinion of many, that, if there was a vigorous 
attack made, the hill might be carried with little loss; but 
it was not designed ; of course, no preparations were made 
for such a push.* 



ADDRESS OF THE NOBLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
ABERDEEN. 

Address of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Freeholders 
of the County of Aberdeen, transmitted to the Earl of 
Suffolk, one of His Majesty's Principal Secretaries of 
State, and presented to His Majesty. 

Unto the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, and 

Freeholders of the County of Aberdeen. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, the Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Freeholders of the 
County of Aberdeen, deeply penetrated with a due sense 
of the many invaluable blessings we have uninterruptedly 
enjoyed under your Majesty's beneficent reign ; of the mild 
government it has pleased your Majesty to rule over us 
with ; of the paternal affection and watchful care your 
Majesty has ever shown for the liberties of your subjects, 
and the advantages of your kingdoms; think it our indis- 
pensable duty to lay at your Majesty's feet, upon every 
occasion, the humblest and strongest assurances of our 
loyal attachment and most respectful gratitude. 

We more particularly think this duty incumbent upon 
us, when we see that the factious principles of some evil- 
minded and designing men at home, have, at first, misled 
the opinions of the inhabitants of our Colonies, and, at 
last, raised up in America a spirit of rebellion, which has 
forced the sword of authority into a hand that has hitherto 
constantly covered them with the shield of protection. 

After bewailing these circumstances, we do here assert, 
with the warmest sincerity, that we shall be ever ready, to 
the utmost extent of our power, to act in defence of your 
Majesty's person, in support of the dignity of your Crown, 
and in promoting the wise regulations of your Majesty's 
Government. 

•Cambridge, January 11, 1776 — We hoar that the enomy, the eve. 
ning on which our troops burnt the houses at Charlestown, were enter- 
taining themselves at the exhibition of a play, which they called the 
Blockade of Boston; in the midst of which, a person. appeared before 
the audience, and, with great earnestness, declaring that the Yankees 
were attacking Bunker's Hill; the deluded wretches at first took this 
to be merely farcical, and intended as a part of their diversion ; but, 
soon convinced that the actor meant to represent a solemn reality,.the 
whole assembly left the house in confusion, and scampered off with 
great precipitation. 

Boston, January 11, 1776. — On Monday was presented, at the The- 
atre, at Faneuil-Hall, the comedy of the Busy-Body, which was re- 
ceived with great applause. The actors [British officers] seemed all 
to have profited by ImpartiaVs advice ; and, we must do the ladies the 
justice to say, they always were perfect, as well in their parts as in 
their action. A new farce, called the Blockade of Boston, was to 
have been presented the same evening, but was interrupted by a Ser- 
geant's representing, or, rather, misrepresenting, the burning of two 
or throe old houses at Charlestown as a general attack on the town of 
Boston. But it is very evident, the Rebels possess a sufficiency of what 
Falstuff terms the better part of valour, to prevent their making an 
Attempt that must inevitably end in their own destruction. 

As soon as thoso parts in the Boston Blockade which aro vacant, by 
some gentlemen being ordered to Charlestown, can be filled up, the 
farce will be performed, with the tragedy of Tamerlane. 



And we, at the same time, pray, that these blessings 
your Majesty has so widely diffused over your subjects, 
may constantly attend your Majesty's Royal person, family, 
and cause. 

Signed, in name and by appointment of the meetingj at 
Aberdeen, January 10, 1776. 

Charles Boyd, Prases. 

ADDRESS OF THE DEACONS, ETC., OF THE CITY OF GEXS"- 

GOW. 



Address of the Deacon Conveener, Deacons of .the 
Fourteen Incorporated Trades, and other Members of the 
Trades-House, of the City of Glasgow, presented to His 
Majesty by the Right Honourable Lord Frederick Camp- 
bell, their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Deacon Conveener, Deacons of the .Fourteen Incorporated 
Trades, and other Members of the Trades-House, of the 
City of Glasgow, at a general meeting assembled, im- 
pressed with the most unalterable sentiments of loyalty anrj 
affection to your Majesty's person and Government, hum- 
bly beg leave, at this time, With unfeigned hearts, to ex- 
press our abhorrence and detestation of that unprovolcetl 
and unnatural rebejlion, now prevailing in some of your 
Majesty's Colonies in America. To levy war against their 
Sovereign, acknowledged to be the best of Kings ; against 
the Government which has always protected them, whep 
in danger, and defended them from the attacks .ftf foreign 
enemies ; against the nation from which they sprung, and 
against their friends and fellow-subjects, all for t he most 
frivolous causes that ever excited sedition ; indicates, too 
strongly, their intention to shake off, and not be governeS* 
by, the laws of Great Britain, which, we firmly believe, 
they are bound to obey. 

We, however, have the pleasure of informing your Ma- 
jesty, that, notwithstanding this unnatural rebellion, our 
trade and manufactures, in general, are in a prosperous 
state ; and, as we have hitherto enjoyed all the blessings 
and advantages which have flowed from your Majesty's 
just, wise, and prudent administration, so, in duty, we, 
from the sincerity of our hearts, declare, that, with out- 
lives and fortunes, we will support and defend your Ma- 
jesty's person and Government, to the utmost of our power, 
in quelling the unnatural rebellion now subsisting in Ame- 
rica, and in restoring the rebellious Colonies to a due sub* 
mission to the laws and Government of Great Britain; 

Signed in our presence, ami by our appointment, by 
John Craig, Deacon Conveener of the Trades of the City 
of Glasgow, at Glasgow, the tenth day of January, one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-six years. 

John Craig. 



ADDRESS OF THE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, ETC., OF THE 
COUNTY OF WIGTON. " s '" 

Address of the Justices of the Peace, Freeholders, Com- 
missioners of Supply, and Land-Owners of the County of 
Wigton, presented to His Majesty by the Earl of Gallo- 
way. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Justices of the Peace, Free- 
holders, Commissioners of Supply, and Land-Ownert 
of the County of Wigton. 1 

May it please your Majesty; 

We, the Justices of the Peace, Freeholders, Commission* 
ers of Supply, and Land-Owners of the County of Wigton, 
humbly beg leave to assure your Majesty, of our steadfast 
loyalty and zealous attachment to your sacred person, 
Crown, and dignity, and the happy Constitution under 
which we live, the preservation of which, we are; and ever 
shall be, ready to support, with our lives and fortunes, 
being fully sensible of the many blessings we enjoy, under 
your Majesty's most benign government. ; 

We hear, with the deepest sorrow, and sincerely lament, 
that many of your Majesty's subjects in America, influ* 
enced by the counsels of wicked and designing men, have 
not only denied the supreme legislative authority of this 
their parent country, but have even dared to appear in 
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actual rebellion, attempting to render themselves indepen- 
dent of Great Britain. 

; . We rel y, with the fullest confidence, on the wisdom and 
prudence of your Majesty's councils, and irust the most 
effectual measures will be taken, for restoring peace and 
tranquillity, upon the most permanent foundation, to all 
your Majesty's dominions. And we fervently pray for the 
preservation of your Majesty's Royal person and family, 
that your reign over us may be long and happy, and that 
you may ever triumph over the enemies of our most ex- 
cellent Constitution. 

By appointment of the meeting: 
«it -jtHi'i-ii r . John Agnew, Prases. 



' THOMAS EWING TO COLONEL WILLIAM SMALLWOOD. 

Baltimore, January 10, 1776. 
Dear Sir : With pleasure have I heard of your being 
much better of your late illness. I hope the bearer, Mr. 
Joseph Baxter, my Lieutenant, will find you thoroughly 
irecoVeVed. He now wails on you and the Convention, to 
get the commissions for our company, with orders for in- 
listing troops. As I suppose it will be found necessary to 
advance the soldiers a month's pay, or some advance 
nidrieyjyou' ttill please procure for him what you think 
riebessary*; and I do here engage, to be accountable to yon, 
orjthe Convention, lor any money you give him, on ac- 
count of our company. 1 am. in hopes I shall have a very 
YeSpeCtahTe company of farmers' sons, as I am determined 
1 will tal?e very few, if any, out of this town. If any 
troops are to he kept in this town, I am in hopes you will 
indulge me and my company by staying here. 
; J am, with due respect, dear Colonel, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

To Colonel William Smallwood. 



Thomas Ewing. 



FREDpRJCKTOWN (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE TO PRESIDENT 
if-V'Vhiifh ■•■ OF CONGRESS. 

'i"!|'ij . 'i (, Frederick, January 10, 1776. 

Sir: By order of the Committee for the Upper Dis- 
trict of Frederick County, I have sent you (under guard) 
one Dqctojr; Smith; he was taken sometime in November 
last in company with Doctor Connolly, and confined in 
Fredqricfctown, from where he made his escape; since 
tfhich he has been taken at the Little-Meadows, with the 
enclosed letters. The Committee has thought proper to 
stend him to the Congress. 

1 have the honour to be your obedient servant, 
' .-: Samuel Hughes, President 

To the Honourable John Hancock. 
u P. S. The guard will expect something for their trouble. 

Fredericktown, Maryland, November 24, 1775. 
Dear Sir; Little did I expect, when I last wrote you, 
thai our next correspondence would be from this place, or 
£6 soph ; _but my unaccountable fate, still delights in lead- 
ing me through numerous and perplexing labyrinths, and 
m adventures particularly singular and strange. 1 sit down 
to unbosom myself to my friend, as a relief to an anxiety of 
mind caused by confinement under a guard for several nights 
and^days,' and the painful suspense of as yet not knowing 
lfty doom from the Committee of this place ; but I find my- 
lelf very unfit for the task, occasioned by the depression 
of spirits to which I am often so subject, and the number 
and confusion of disagreeable ideas that depression raises in 
my mind, I endeavour to banish them, but in vain. Con- 
finement, is death and torture to me; and, to refine on 
the Barbarity of my fate, my guard consists of Germans, 
whose dissonant jargon of corrupt high Dutch, is not only 
unintelligible to me, but also so extremely disagreeable, by 
its cuisecj noise and harshness, that it distracts my very 
sbul. I often consider that I am in a place where you have 
enjoyed much satisfaction and agreeable society; but that 
reflection brings me no comfort, as I am deprived of every 
benept of, that nature. My two fellow-travellers, my only 
a<$WaWa"nce and' friends in this place, are, unhappily, in 
the same circumsiances, and we are separated one form the 
other, so that, as yet, we are not permitted to see or c'on- 
verse with each other, a circumstance which greatly adds 



to my pain. However, I shall endeavour to fortify my 
mind, so as to be able to bear whatever may be my doom. 
Pain, affliction, losses, misfortunes, and defamation, I am 
habituated to; they are become familiar; but confinement, 
which, to me, is more dreadful than death, I am but little 
able to endure ; it is the last, and heaviest of all ; but, as it is 
now my destiny, 1 shall make use of my best efforts to sub- 
mit to it with patience, and make a virtue of necessity. But 
it is, indeed, a mortifying reflection, that when, through a 
crowd of misfortunes, I saw a prospect rise before me, of 
still doing well, and of attaining all my favourite wishes, it 
is, I say, a most mortifying reflection, to be then thrown 
down from this, and to lose every ray of hope—" a long 
dependance in an hour is lost."* 

I have a care, an anxious, deep concern still on my mind, 
which ought to depend upon me, but, in my situation, am 
unable to. I must rely on my dear and worthy friend's 
protection. Your feeling heart can guess whom 1 mean, 
and must point out those whom nature itself prompts me to 
hold dear ; remember me to them, with all the affection ycu 
can conceive, or they can merit, and assure them, that they 

* After these groundless and most ridiculous suspicions were happily 
cleared up, the whole intention and substance of a secret expe'dition to 
the back country, under the command of Lieutcnant.Colonel Connolly, 
then appointed commandant of the Queen's Royal regiment of Rangers, 
was disclosed to ino, and I was earnestly solicited by the Colonel to ac- 
company him, along with another gentleman named Cameron ; to this 
1 most cheerfully consented, and, in the above regiment, we all received 
our commissions. 

On the day following I received an order to take any vessel in the 
harbour, and also such of the pilots on board His Majesty's sloop the 
Oiler, as I judged proper, for the use of this expedition. 

This circumstance was no small satisfaction tome, as I thereby con. 
yinced Captain Squire of my being no spy, as he had alleged ; and, on 
going on board his ship, made choice of two of his best pilots. 

When wo departed from Norfolk on this expedition, I was obliged to 
leave behind me my servant and all the property I had been able to 
bring down there. My servant and horses, which were valuable, were 
to be sent to the plantation of Mr. Atchison, at Lord Dunmore's re- 
quest ; and the rest of my property I left in the house of a Mr. Pierce, 
in Portsmouth, but I have n<ver since that time heard the least account 
of any thing belonging to me. 

.We embarked on board a flat-bottomed decked schooner, which I had 
engaged for that purpose, with our horses, and only one servant, who 
belonged to the Colonel. 

Our small party consisted of Lieutenant-Colonel Connolly, Mr. Ca. 
meron, myself, and the servant; and we intended to proceed in this 
vessel up the Chesapeake, into Potomack River, and land, if possible, 
near to my house.t or Port-TobaccoCrcek, and aftorwards to pass through 
the country on horseback, until we arrived at Detroit, in Canada. 

It was proposed that I should pass through Pittsburgh, with de- 
spatches to Mr. McKee, the Indian Superintendant, and to some other 
friends of Government, then proceed down the river Ohio to the mouth 
of the Sciola, and from thence up that river, through the Shawanese, 
Delawares, nndWyandolts, and down Sandusky River to Sandusky Old 
Fort ; from thence I was to cross Lake Erie, by the Rattle Snake Islands, 
to Detroit; while the other two gentlemen were to cross the Allegany 
River, at the Kittaning, and proceed by the nearest and most direct 
route to Detroit. Here a very considerable force was to bs collected 
from all the nearest posts in Canada, and transported, early in the 
Spring, across the Lake Erie to Presque Isle, whero I was to be employed 
during the Winter with a detachment of two hundred men, in covering 
and conducting the building batteaus, and collecting provisions, in 
order to proceed by the way of French Creek, Venango, and the Alle. 
gany River, to Pittsburgh, which we were to seize on, and establish as 
Head.Quarters, until the disaffected interest wasentircly crushed, and 
the rthole strength of the country collected, and formed into regular 
disciplined regiments. 

After leaving a sufficient garrison at Pittsburgh, wc were to advance 
across the Allegany Mountains with our whole force upon the back of 
Virginia; and, after establishing a strong post at Port Cumberland, it 
was proposed to fall down the river Potomack, and seize on Alexandria, 
where the Earl of Dunmore was to maet us with_lhe fleet, and all the 
force of the lower part of the Province. Alexandria was to be Wrongly 
fortified, as a place of arms, and the communication between the south- 
ern and northern parts of the Continent thereby cut off. 

If a misfortune, of such magnitude, should have happened, as to 
oblige us to give up this enterprise at any particular stage thereof, our 
retreat was then secured by these posts which wo occupied in our rear; 
and if it should have failed in the first part of the expedition, by our 
finding it impracticable to seize upon Pittsburgh, we were to fall down 
the Ohio in our batteaus to the Mississippi, where we wem to be joined 
by the garrison, artillery, and stores from Fort Gage of Kiskuskias, at 
the niinois; and then to proceed down to the mouth of the river Mis. 
aissippi, in West.Florida ; where we were to embark in transports, and 
come round to Norfolk, in Virginia, there to join the Earl of Dunmore. 

For the execution of this well formed, judicious," and vast underta. 
king, Lieutenant-Colonel Connolly was furnished with the proper and 
necessary powers, both from General Gage, the Commander-in-chief, 
and from the Earl of Dunmore, and with ample instructions for his 
future conduct, as well as commissions for the formation of a complete 
regiment at Detroit, or Pittsburgh; all of which, containing no less 
than eighteen sheets of paper, we carried along with us, in u secret 
manner, invented by, and executed under the inspection of his Lord- 
ship. All thesa papers were concealed in the mail pillion-sticks on which 
the servant carried his portmanteau, they being made hollow, for that 
purpose, and covered with tin plates, and then canvass glued thereon 
as usual ; this was so daxtrously and completely executed that it could 
not bs discovered on the strictest examination.^-./. F. D. Smyth's Tour. 
[• About two milei below Ccftor-Pejnrq 
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are ever near my heart. If I live, and regain my liberty, 
I may still be serviceable to them ; if not, oh God ! how I 
anticipate their distress; but inform them not where I am, or 
my situation, for distraction itself would be ease and peace 
to me, compared with the sight of them in my present cir- 
cumstances. You, who know the inmost recesses of my 
heart, will readily discover my perturbation and uneasiness 
of mind, from every sentence of this incoherent epistle, but 
believe me, I at present am incapable of any thing better, 
and must conclude, with a firm reliance on your humanity 
and friendship. 

Dear sir, your sincere and affectionate, 

John, Earl of Dcjnmore, Viscount Fincastle, Baron 
Murray o/Blair, of Monlin and o/"Tillimet, Lieu- 
r ■■ tenant and Governour- General of His Majes- 

l "J ty's Colony and Dominion of Virginia, and 

Vice-Admiral of the same, to John Connolly, Es- 
quire. 

By virtue of His Majesty's Royal Commission and in- 
struction, appointing me Lieutenant and Governour-Gene- 
ral, in and over this his Colony and Dominion of Virginia, 
with full power and authority to appoint all officers, both 
civil and military, within the same, I, reposing especial trust 
in your loyalty, courage, and good conduct, do, by these 

firesents, constitute and appoint you, John Connolly, Esq., 
jieutenant-CoIonel Commandant of the Queen's Royal 
Bangers. You are, therefore, carefully and diligently to 
discharge the duty of Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant, 
by exercising and well disciplining both the officers and 
soldiers under your command ; and you are to observe and 
follow such orders and directions, from time to time, as you 
shall receive from his Majesty, myself, or any other, your 
superior officers, according to the rules and discipline of 
war, and in pursuance of the trust hereby reposed in you. 
Given on board ihe Ship William, under my hand and 
seal at arms, this 5th day of November, and in the 16th 
year of bis Majesty's reign, 1775. Dunmore. 

Fredericktown, Maryland, December 16, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I have more to say to you than I will com- 
mit to paper. I mentioned you in proper terms to General 
Gage ; and had done something to your honour and advan- 
tage could I have got up safely to Detroit. 

Captain Lord, who was to have acted under me, will 
now be in danger at the Illinois. I have, therefore, de- 
sired him to push down the Mississippi, and join the Earl 
of Dunmore and the Fourteenth, at Norfolk. Assist the 
bearer with a canoe, gun, &c, which make a charge of, and 
send an Indian express with my letter to Captain Ler- 
noult, at Detroit. 

Pray give Mrs. Connolly any assistance she may want, 
and throw it into the Indian Department, for which I have 
authority to direct you. 

God bless you, adieu, I write in bed, with two sentinels 
at the door, with hourly apprehensions of death. 

John Connolly, 
To Alexander McKee, Pittsburgh. 



From confinement in Frederick, Maryland, > 
December 16, 1775. $ 

Dear Sir: Just snatching the opportunity of pen and 
ink, of which I am generally debarred the use of, I write 
you by the bearer, Doctor Smith, who will inform you 
fully of every circumstance rejative to what you were to 
have performed. I am now a prisoner, and the whole 
scheme at an end. You must, therefore, agreeable to Ge- 
neral Gage's order, and Lord Dunmore's, proceed down 
the Mississippi, and join Lord Dunmore at Norfolk, and 
the Fourteenth, who are now there. Lose no time, for 
fear the Rebels should be upon you from Pittsburgh. All 
the General's orders are as Doctor Smith will inform you. 

Adieu, my compliments to all the gentlemen under your 
command. Things wear a shocking aspect in America. 
Yours, &c, John Connolly. 

To Captain N. Lord. 

P. S. Draw upon General Howe for two hundred dol- 
lars, in favour of the bearer. J. C. 



Frederick, Maryland, December 16, 1775. 

Sir : From the strictest confinement, 1 venture to write 
to you, having accidentally got pen, ink and paper, of 
which I have been debarred for some time. 

1 was made prisoner on my way through this Govern- 
ment, to your port, where I expected to have afforded you 
some assistance, and to have ordered Captain Lord of the 
Eighteenth, from the Union, to join us there also. I am 
now to inform you, that I much fear His Majesty's enemies 
may attack you early in the Spring, and as Montreal is in 
their hands, I dread the consequences. Let this thing .... 
to give you notice of such intentions, and whether upon that 
account, you might not judge it expedient to evacuate the 
garrison, and, with Captain Lord, move down the Missis- 
sippi, and join the Earl of Dunmore at Norfolk. The 
Fourteenth Regiment have lately had a skirmish with the 
Rebels, in which Captain Fordice was killed. 

I can say no more, as I write every moment expecting 
to be surprised. Your orders, which I had from the Gene- 
ral, are .... they would have been satisfactory to you. 
You were ordered to raise all the French you could, which 
I hope you have done. 

I am sir, your most obedient servant, 

John Connolly.^ 

To Captain Lernoult, or Officer commanding at Detroit. 

N. B. Take care that there is not an improper corres- 
pondence carried on between your post and Pittsburgh. 



Fredericktown, Maryland, December 16, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Though your remote situation may have 
prevented you from hearing many particulars relative to the 
state of the Colonies, you yet must know enough to disco- 
ver your own dangerous situation. You were to have joined 
me at Detroit, by the Ouabache communication, and it was 
expected, by your advice and assistance, that we would 
have been able to penetrate through the Colony of Vir- 
ginia, and thus divided the Southern from the Northern 
Governments. You were formerly ordered by the Gene- 
ral to put yourself immediately under the command of Ge- 
neral Carleton, but, for obvious reasons, you were desired to 
receive your directions from the Earl of Dunmore. 

The orders are now Yp u are therefore, as you 

was directed, to move yourself and all garrison stores, ord- 
ance, Stc, immediately down the Mississippi la New- Or- 
leans, or wherever you can procure a conveyance for Nor- 
folk, Virginia, where you will join his Excellency the Earl 
of Dunmore and the Fourteenth Regiment. You Jiad full 
power to make all expenses, so that you need not be appre- 
hensive on that score. The sooner you get down .the. bet:, 
ter, as I much fear you will be attacked from Pittsburgh 
very soon. Draw a bill in favour of the bearer, for two 
hundred dollars, and, also, take him with you to Norfolk. 
The Fourteenth have just had a skirmish with the Virgini- 
ans, in which Captain Fordice, of that regiment, was killed, 
and Lieutenant Batut taken prisoner. I am safely watched 
here, and now write in bed, with two sentinels at the door. 
Adieu. God bless you. Remember me to Connolly, and 
all the gentlemen. 

I am, dear sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

John Connolly. 
To Captain N. Lord, or Officer commanding at Illinois. 

[Fredericktown, Maryland, December 16, 1775.] 

I wrote to you before, but as that letter was to pass the 
inspection of the Committee, 1 could not speak free. I am 
now to desire you not to write to me, or you may be assur- 
ed that every word will be known before 1 can see it, as they 
will open all directed to me. I have wrote to Captain Mc- 
Kee, to let you have what you want, and charge it in the 
Indian account. Make yourself easy. I don't know where 
I am to be sent yet. I thought to have had you here, but 
the Committee altered their opinion, after the man had, 
his horses saddled, to go for you and the child. Lord Dun- 
more lias had a skirmish lately, and had a Captain of the 
Fourteenth Regiment killed. Give my love to Sally. 
Keep this secret, for 1 am not allowed pen or ink. 

Yours affectionately, Jyja Q 



ToJSlrs. Susanna Connolly, Pittsburgh. 



619 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, JANUARY, 1776. 



620 



LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE TO PRESIDENT 
OF CONGRESS. 
In Committee, Lancaster, January 10, 1776. 

Gentlemen: The women and children belonging lo 
fhe privates of the Seventh and Twenty-Sixth Regiments, 
who are prisoners here, have this day implored us, in a 
body, that we would interest ourselves in their behalf. 
They tell us they are denied further provisions, by Mr. 
Franks, agent in this place, and that they must inevi- 
tably perish, unless relieved from their present distress by 
your munificence. 

We are also informed, by the gentleman who transacts 
the business for the contractors here, in the absence of Mr. 
Simon, that he has received express orders not to deliver 
out any allowance of meat or bread to the soldiers' wives or 
children, for the future. 

Being mindful that humanity ought ever to distinguish 
the sons of America, and that cruelty should find no ad- 
mission amongst a free people, we could not avoid consi- 
dering the situation of their women and children as pitiable, 
indeed. We were strongly inclined, at the first moment, 
to assist them in their distress. Our feelings, as men, evi- 
dently pointed out to us those people as real objects of 
compassion. 

The Committee have, accordingly, requested of Colonel 
Matthias Hough to supply them with necessary provisions 
at the publick expense, until your pleasure can be made 
known unto us. Mr. Hough has engaged to do this at our 
request. We flatter ourselves your honourable body will 
approve the step we have taken, and will give directions 
for the future subsistence of the women and children. 
From the returns given to us, we find that there are twen- 
ty-four women and twenty-five children belonging to the 
soldiers of the Seventh Regiment, and six women and eight 
children belonging to the Twenty-Sixth Regiment. 

The Committee have been under the necessity of taking 
up a number of blankets for the prisoners, at the publick 
expense. There were in the barracks about one hundred 
and sixty-five old blankets, almost worn out, and to these 
we have added seventy-two new ones. The whole serve 
as a scanty covering for the soldiers, against the rigour and 
inclemency of the season. We have also been obliged to 
purchase a quantity of coarse, strong linen, to be filled with 
straw, for their use. The article of fire-wood, for the con- 
sumption of so many men, is very expensive. One hun- 
dred weight of soap has been also furnished by us to the 
prisoners. We beg your directions in what manner these 
accounts are to be discharged. 

The Committee have not yet been favoured with your 
instructions respecting the officers continuing here until 
their baggage comes up, and whether they are allowed the 

! privilege of drawing bills for their support. Our particu- 
ar situation must apologize to you for our importunity, and 
the trouble we give you. Amongst the more important 
concerns, it is our highest wish to conduce, in some degree, 
to the general weal, and that our conduct may be rendered 
acceptable to the honourable Congress, 

We are, gentlemen, with the utmost respect, your most 
obedient and very humble servants. 
By order of the Committee : 

J. Yeates, Chairman. 

To John Hancock, President of the honourable Continen- 
tal Congress. 



president of congress to general schuyler. 

Philadelphia, January 10, 1776. 

Sir: I had the pleasure of transmitting you, some days 
ago, a letter of thanks for your eminent services in the 
cause of your country. 

The several letters you mention in your last, came safe 
to hand, and were laid before Congress. The distresses of 
this great Continent, thrown into convulsions by an unna- 
tural war; the unprepared state we were in, when unjustly 
attacked; the enemies that have arisen up against us in 
different quarters; and the horrid attempts of the Southern 
Governours to excitejoinestick insurrections, and bring the 
Savages_to desolate cay frontiers ; the_ necessity of providing 
armed vessels, to prevent, if possible, the desolation threat- 
ened our sea-coast; these, and other matters of the highest 
importance, which you can~easiJy conceive, must apologize 



for your letters not having an earlier answer ; besides, the 
Congress flattered themselves, from the steps they had 
taken, and from the orders and instructions given to their 
Committee, who were sent to confer with you, that your 
army would have reinl.isted, and your difficulties in other 
respects have been relieved. 

After the return of their Committee, the Congress took 
into consideration your several letters, and the Report of 
the Committee, and thereupon came to sundry resolutions^ 
which I have the honour to enclose. 

Phelps has thrown in a petition praying to be beard is 
his justification ; but, as matters of higher moment engage 
the attention of the Congress, that is suffered to lie over. 

The Congress resent the conduct of Lieutenant Halsey, 
and aTe of opinion you should proceed to have his conduct 
inquired into by a court-martial, giving him previous no- 
tice to appear in his own defence, and that such sentence 
should be passed on him as the court-martial shall think 
just ; and should he decline to submit his conduct to such 
examination and sentence, in that case all arrears due to 
him ought to be stopped. 

I cannot sufficiently express the confidence the Congress 
have in your attention to the publick interest, and their 
reliance that you will give to the proper officers in your 
department such orders as will procure indemnification to 
the publick for any embezzlement or waste of its stores or 
moneys. 

Desirous of giving every reasonable encouragement and 
indulgence to men who have resigned their lives in the 
cause of their country, they have given you power to grant 
discharges to such officers as find themselves under a ne- 
cessity of quitting the service, and to remit to such of the. 
troops raised in the Colony of New- York as may reinlist, 
any right the Congress might have to stop wages for the 
underclothes delivered to them. . 

I must not omit to inform you of the grateful sense the 
Congress have of the friendly offices Mr, Price has done 
to General Montgomery, for the support of the American 
cause. You will, therefore, be pleased to embrace the 
first opportunity of returning him their thanks for the same, 
and assure him immediate measures shall be taken for re- 
placing the moneys he has advanced. 

You will, also, be pleased to notify Colonel Easton their 
approbation of his services, and that they will retain in their 
minds a just sense of them, 

The conduct, spirit, and resolution shown, both by the 
officers and men who have penetrated Canada, have in- 
duced the Congress, in testimony of their approbation, to 
reserve the raising of two regiments out of the forces now 
there, for the defence and protection of that country, which 
their valour has rescued from slayery. The regiments in 
Pennsylvania and New-Jersey are under orders to march 
and join them, and the other regiments destined for that 
service will be ordered to march as fast as raised. 

The enclosed resolutions of Congress are so full and 
explicit that I need not enlarge. 

I shall be happy to hear of your perfect recovery, being, 
with much esteem, sir, &c, 
To General Schuyler. JoHN Hancock > President. 

CHRISTOPHER GADSDEN TO ADMIRAL HOPKINS. 

Philadelphia, January 10, 1776. 

Dear Sir : Enclosed is a copy of an order from the 
Committee to Captain Stone, sent by directions of Con- 
gress, on an application from Maryland, which it is neces- 
sary you should have. 

I also take the liberty to send you a list of the Field-Offi- 
cersand Captains of two regiments of Foot, and the com- 
panies of Artillery, all Provincials, stationed in Charles- 
town, South- Carolina. .Should you go there, upon your 
arrival off the bar, the pilot will inform you what officer is 
at Fort Johnson, or any of the nearest batteries to you, 
from whom you may depend upon all the assistance they 
can give ; they are, most of them, gentlemen of consider- 
able fortunes with us, who have entered into the service 
merely from principle; and to promote and give credit to 
the cause, they take it by turns to be at the fort, and the 
zeal and activity of all of them is such, that you cannot 
happen amiss, let whowirbe there. In Charlestown, my 
particular friends, Mr. Lowndes, Mr. Ferguson, Colonel 
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Powell, Mr. Benjamin Elliott, Colonel Pinckney, Mr. 
Drayton, Mr. Timothy, and the Reverend Mr. Tennanl, 
a countryman of yours, will introduce you to the others, 
who will all be glad to have an opportunity of obliging you, 
and promoting the service. 

I wrote yesterday to Mr. Fergjison, one of the gentle- 
men just mentioned, by way of Georgia, by a gentleman I 
can depend on, who will destroy my letter should he be 
taken. In this letter I have hinted to look out for you, 
and be ready to assist you at a moment's warning. 

The two large ships seen off Virginia, the 29th of last 
month, we are told, were not bound there; however, you" 
will know more certainly by the time you get off the Capes, 
I- make no doubt. I hope you will be able to effect that 
service ; but, whether you mayor not, sooner or later, I 
flatter myself, we shall have your assistance at Carolina, 
where you may depend on an easy conquest, or, at least, 
be able to know, without loss of time, when off our bar, 
the strength of the enemy; and should it be too much for 
you prudently to encounter, which I hardly think probable, 
if soon attempted, with the assistance from us, you may , in 
such case, retreat with great ease, safety, and expedition. 

Wishing you every success you can possibly wish your- 
self, I am, dear sir, your most humble servant, 

Christopher Gadsden. 

To Escck Hopkins, Esquire, Commander-in-chief of the 

Fleet of the United Colonics. 

P. S. Pray make my compliments to Capt. Saltonsiall, 
and all the rest of your Captains ; and shall be obliged to you, 
if you go to Carolina, to introduce them to any or all the 
gentlemen J have mentioned, who, 1 am sure, will be glad 
to show them every civility in their power. I hope Cap- 
tain Whipple is better. One of the Maryland gentlemen, 
Sir. Alexander, a Delegate of that State, tells me there is 
a very good ship, of about .... there, easily fitted out, 
which he is in hopes will join you, with the Hornet and 
Wasp, and thai he should press it to be done, . . . men- 
tion by the by~- 

LflflD WIHLINC TO PRESIDENT OV CONGRESS. 

Elizabethtown, January 10, 1776. 

Sir: I now send you, enclosed, copies of some letters 
which have passed between Governour i<Va?iWm and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Winds. As it is evident, from the last 
fetter from the Governour, that he intends no longer to re- 
main quiet, I thought it most prudent to secure him, and 
remove him to this place. I, accordingly, sent orders to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Winds, this morning, for that purpose. 
I have provided good, genteel private lodgings for the Go- 
vernour, at Mr. Boudinoi's, which I expect he will occupy 
this afternoon, and where I intend he shall remain until I 
have directions from Congress what to do with him. 

1 am, with great regard, your most humble servant, 

Stirling. 

Barracks at Perth-Amboy, January 8, 1776. 
Sir: I have had hints that you intended to leave the 
Province, iT the letters that were intercepted should be 
sent to the Continental Congress. As 1 have particular 
orders concerning the matter, I, therefore, desire you will 
give me your word and honour, that you will not depart 
this Province till I know the will and pleasure of the Con- 
tinental Congress, concerning that matter. From, sir, your 
humble servant, William Winds. 

To His Excellency William Franklin, Esq. 

January 8, 1776. 

Sir : Being conscious that my letter, which has been 
intercepted, contained nothing but what was my duty to 
write, as a faithful officer of the Crown, being a mere nar- 
rative of such facts and reports as had come to my know- 
ledge, concerning publick transactions, I have not the least 
intention to quit the Province, nor shall 1, unless compelled 
by violence. Were I to act otherwise, it would not be 
consistent with my declarations to the Assembly, at the 
last session, nor my regard to the good people of this Pro- 
vince. 

Your humble servant, William Franklin. 

To William Winds, Esq. 



Perth-Amboy, January 9, 1776. 

Sir. : I observed, this morning, that armed men were 
placed at rny gate, who, from time to time, have been re- 
lieved by others. On inquiry, I am given to understand 
that they are placed there as sentinels, by your orders. 
This I scarcely know how to believe, not only as I am 
convinced you can have no proper authority for it, but, as 
I had before, under my hand, assured you (who are a 
member of the House of Representatives) that, agreeable 
to my declaration to the Assembly, at the last session, and, 
1 might have added, in compliance with their request, I 
was determined not to quit this Province until compelled 
by violence, such an assurance, on my part, was certainly 
equal to any promise I could make, and ought, of course, 
have weight with those who pretend to act on principles 
of honour. However, let the authority, or let the pre- 
tence, be what it may, I do hereby require you, if these 
armed men are sent by your orders, that you do immedi- 
ately remove them from hence, as you will answer the con* 1 
trary at your peril, 

I am, sir, your humble servant, 

William Winds, Esq. WlLLIAW F ™ NK " N ' 

January 9, 1776. 

Sir : As you, in a former letter, say you wrote nothing 
but what was your duty to do, as a faithful officer of the 
Crown, sol say, touching the sentinels placed at your gate, 
I have done nothing but what was my duty to do, as a 
faithful officer of the Congress. 

From, sir, your very humble servant, 

T n „ v 7 7 - William Winds. 

o Governour Iranklm. 

ISAAC RYSDVCK TO ROBERT BENSON. 

New-Hackoiisack, January 10, 1776. 
Respected Sir: In due return to your letter of De- 
cember 23d, and the directions of the honourable the Con- 
vention, delivered to me last Sunday, I have translated 
their address to my best endeavours. My having been un- 
well with cold since, has retarded the work till now. This 
being the first attempt I ever made of this unusual lalgour, 
the time short, my health weak, and myself but a scholar 
in the English tongue, I shall make no apology for the 
performance. However, such a more than Demojthenwn 
or Ciceronian piece, translated in the language of Holland, 
where, possibly, it may be read, and, if so, doubtless much 
admired, should be, by all means, very correct, If, there- 
fore, the Convention should choose to have it printed, I 
should wish that some more able eye should review it ; or, 
should the Convention appoint a Committee for the pur- 

!)Ose, for an hour or two, I might consult them, and, per- 
laps, make some amendments. And as no lovy Dutch, 
printed in America, hath heen seen, hitherto, every where 
correct, because English printers seldom meet with Dutch 
copies, and the languages differ so much, 1 am: also willing 
to attend the press closely, that it maybe done in the neat- 
est manner possible ; I shall, therefore, please God, wait 
on you in' the beginning of next week, to know the plea- 
sure of the Convention. 

As to any recompense, my being a citizen of this State, 
an(f enjoying the protection of the honourable the Congress 
and Convention, therefore, in duty bound to do something 
Tor the publick good, forbids me to claim any other than the 
approbation of the Convention, if not of the performance 
itself, at least, of my best endeavours to serve, in any man- 
ner, God and this bleeding and much injured country. 

I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Isaac Rysdtck. 
To Robert Benson, Esq., Secretary to the honourable the 

Convention of the State of New- York. 

P. S. Want of good paper and ink hath rendered this, 
copy not so distinctly legible as I wished. 



GENERAL SCHTJYLER TO PRESIDENT Of CONGRESS. 

Albany, January 10, 1776. 

Sir: I take the liberty to enclose you an extract of a 

letter from General Montgomery to me, of the 18th ultimo, 

I fear his next will, announce the disagreeable account of 

his having been obliged to raise the siege, as, soon after the 
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date of bis letter, the weather became most intensely cold 
in Canada. Congress will perceive by the first pan of the 
second paragraph of his letter, that he expected troops 
from this quarter. I had mentioned to him, that 1 had 
taken the liberty to recommend to Congress, to send a 
body of troops into Canada this winter. I am so well 
convinced of the practicability, as well as necessity of it, 
that, although I am much indisposed, I would willingly un- 
dertake to conduct them to the south end of the Bay of 
Missisque, to which place I can get with the necessary 
provisions, in sleds; from whence the traverse across that, 
bay, which is, by this time, passable on the ice, to Wind- 
mill-Point, is easy, and thence on the narrow part of Lake 
Chamj>lain, no obstacles will intervene, and the distance 
only about twenty-four miles to St. John's. 

Enclose you a copy of the pay-rolls, by which I pay off 
the men. Govemour Trumbull has sent me one from 
Connecticut, copy of which I also enclose. Congress will 
observe, that in the last, there is an allowance made for 
going home, at the rate of fifteen miles per day, a bounty 
of forty shillings billeting money, one penny per day for 
travelling charges, Sic. None of which, except the billet- 
ing money, has been allowed by me to the troops raised 
in New-York, and for which I chose to have separate 
rolls made out, that if it either exceeded or fell short of 
what Congress might allow, the difference may be charged 
to, or credit given the Colony. Enclose an extract of my 
letter [dated January 6,] to Governour Trumbull, on this 
subject. 

The ofEcers that have been employed in this quarter 
complain much of a discrimination in favour of those at 
Boston, whom, they say, are allowed extra rations. I did 
not conceive that it was in my power to allow more than 
one. I have paid the officers only to the time when they 
left the service. They claim more, and say they ought to 
be paid until Congress revokes their commissions. On this 
heacTthey have given me much trouble. 
- I have not yet received all the accounts of the people 
engaged in taking and garrisoning Ticonderoga and Crown- 
Point; those that have been delivered, I now enclose. I 
have been obliged to advance about one hundred and thirty 
pounds on this account. The people are poor, and are 
continually pressing me for the money. 

Would it not have a very good effect, besides prevent- 
ing much jealousy, if no Colony was permitted, (although 
at a Colonial expense,) to make any further allowance to 
the troops than what Congress thinks proper to give as a 
Continental. 

A deputation from the Caughnawaga tribe have been at 
this pTace, and entered into a treaty of peace. Thirteen 
of them are gone on a visit to Cambridge. The advantage 
of possessing Canada becomes daily more evident. The 
Indians see themselves in our power, as they cannot be 
supplied but by our leave. 

Two of the heaviest cannon broke the ice in crossing 
Hudson's River. The one is got out, and the other will 
be in a day or two. The others are all gone on, and I 
hope will reach Cambridge by the 16th. 

I have the honour to be, with sentiments of the most 
profound respect and esteem, your most obedient, and 
very humble servant, Philip Schuyler. 

P. S. I forgot to observe, that the Caugnawaga Depu- ■ 
ties avowed that Colonel Johnson had made the infernal 
invitation to the Indians, mentioned by the Mohawks, viz : 
to eat a Bostonian, and to drink his blood, and that an 
ox was roasted on the occasion, and a pipe of red wine 
given to drink. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO LORD STIRLING. 

Cambridge, January 10, 1776. 
My Lord : Having received undoubted intelligence of 
the fitting out of a fleet from Boston, and of the embarka- 
tion of the troops from thence, which, from the season of 
the year, and other circumstances, must be destined for 
some expedition south of this, and having such informa- 
tion as I can rely on, that the inhabitants of Long-Island, 
or a great part of them, are inimical to the rights and liber- 
ties of America, and, by their conduct and professions, have 
discovered an apparent inclination to assist in subjugating 
their countrymen and fellow-citizens to the system of tyran- 



ny Administration are attempting to establish, there is the 
greatest reason to apprehend, that this armament, if not 
immediately designed against the city of New-York, is, 
nevertheless, intended for Long-Island. Knowing it to be 
of the last importance to the interest of America, to pre- 
vent the enemy from getting possession of these places, 
andthejVorfA River, which would give them the command 
of the country, and a free communication with Canada, I 
have 'despatched Major General Lee, with orders to repair 
to New- York, with. such volunteers as he ca.n. raise on his 
way, (having no troops to spare from hence,) to put the 
city, and the fortifications up the river, in the best posture 
of defence the season and situation of affairs will admit of; 
and for taking proper steps against such persons on Long- 
Island, and elsewhere, whose conduct hath rendered thein 
suspected of designs unfriendly to the views of Congress, I 
have directed him to apply to you for the troops _of New-Jer- 
sey, under your command, in the Continental pay, or such 
of them as he may think necessary for effecting the purposes 
of his going. I beg, and am assured, that you will afford 
him every assistance in your power, for facilitating this busi- 
ness, as far as may be consistent (or not repugnant) to the 
orders you shall have received from Congress, and with all 
possible expedition. 

I am, my Lord, with much esteem, &c, 

George Washington. 
To Colonel Lord Stirling, Neiv- York. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL OF 
SAFETY. 

Cambridge, January 10, 1775. 

Gentlemen: In the confused and disordered state of 
this Army, occasioned by such capital changes as have taken; 
place of late, I have found it almost impossible to come at 
exact returns of the strength of our levies. Not till last 
ni^ht was I able to get in the whole, since the dissolution' 
of the old Army. By these, I find myself weaker than I 
had any idea of, and under the necessity of requesting an 
exertion of your influence and interest, to prevail upon the 
Militia of this Government, now in the pay of the Conti- 
nent, to continue till the last of the month, and longer if 
requisite. I am assured that those of Nete-Hampshire will 
not stay any longer than they engaged for, notwithstanding 
our weak state, and the progress we make in recruiting, 
which, by the last week's report, amounts to but little more 
than half of our usual complement, owing, it is said, to the 
number of men going, or expecting to go into the Provin- 
cial service, at or near their own homes. 

I am more and more convinced tliat we never shaU 
raise the Army to the new establishment by voluntary in- 
listments. It is, therefore, necessary, that this, and the 
neighbouring Governments, should consider in time, and 
adopt some other expedient for effecting it. 

The hurry I was in the other day, when your Committee 
did me the honour to present a petition from a person, 
(whose name I forgot,) wanting to be employed in the 
Continental Army, prevented me from being so full on the 
subject as I wished. 1 shall beg leave, therefore, at this 
time to add, that I hope your honourable Board will do me 
the justice to believe, that it will give me pleasure at all 
times to pay a proper respect to any recommendation 
coming from them, and that the reason why I do not now 
encourage such kind of applications as was made to you, 
is, that the new Army was arranged as near the plan and 
agreeable to the orders of Congress, as it Was in my power 
to comply with them, (although some unavoidable depar- 
tures and changes have taken place,) and the officers thus 
constituted, ordered to recruit. Every attempt, therefore, 
of others, not of their appointment, must counteract, and 
has been of infinite prejudice to the service. They infuse 
ideas into the minds of the men they have any influence 
over, that, by engaging with them, or, which is tantamount, 
not engaging with others, they shall be able to force them- 
selves into the service. Of this we have numberless 
instances, I am, therefore, anxious to discourage every 
attempt of this kind, by convincing such persons, that 
their engaging a company will not bring them in. If they 
could be once satisfied of this, the business of the Army 
would go on more smoothly, and with much more regu- 
larity and order. In short, gentlemen, it is scarcely pos- 
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sible for me to convey to you a perfect idea of the trouble 
and vexation I have met with, in getting this matter fixed 
upon some settled footing. One day an officer would serve, 
the next he would not, and so on, that I have hardly known 
what steps to pursue for preserving consistency, and advan- 
cing the good of the service, which are the only objects in 
my view. 1 have no friend, nor any person with whom I 
am the least connected, that I want or wish to bring in. 

I am, gentlemen, with much esteem and respect, your 
most obedient servant, George Washington. 

To the Honourable the President and Council of Massa- 
chusetts-Bay. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

Cambridge, January 10, 1776. 

Dear Sir: In looking over the list of officers in your 
brigade', I find the whole completed, except in one instance, 
without paying the least regard to the order which direct- 
ed that no person should be inserted that was not in the 
first arrangement, otherwise than by recommendation. - 

I also find, in the regimental returns of our strength, in 
your brigade, several matters that need explanation — to 
wit: a number of men on command — and in Col. Poor's 
last return, the whole number of his regiment consisted but 
of two hundred and seventy-seven men ; whereas, by the 
different weekly returns, which he has given, there ap- 

fiears to have been inlisted five hundred and eleven men. 
n like manner, by the different weekly returns, our whole 
number of recruits ought to amount to about ten thousand 
five hundred men ; whereas, by the regimental returns of 
Saturday, (which were only completed last night,) they 
stand at eight thousand two hundred and twelve, and but 
five thousand five hundred and eighty-two of these returned 
present, fit for duty. These things are so alarming, and 
stand so much in need of explanation, that I must desire 
you to take a ride to Head-Quarters, and see if they can be 
accounted for. Major Scammell and Colonel Poor may be 
necessary, also, in the elucidation of some of these points. 

If you were to come to dinner, I should be glad of your 
company. I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

George Washington. 
To Brigadier-General Sullivan, Winter-Hill. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO WILLIAM BARTLETT. 

Cambridge, January 10, 1776. 

Sir : By Colonel Glover's account, I find that Captain 
Manly and Captain Burke have engaged, what, in my opi- 
nion will, with the officers, be a sufficient number for these 
small vessels. If the guns belonging to Captain Darby 
cannot be purchased, they must be replaced out of the two 
vessels that are not in such forwardness. We shall after- 
wards think of supplying them. There are two pieces at 
Cape Ann, out of the ordnance store-ship, and two at 
Beverly, out of the Concord; these are good guns, and 
will help. Indeed, I think four as good as six, for the pur- 
pose these vessels are fitted out. 

The treasury is at present very low. You must, there- 
fore, wait for money until a remittance comes from Phila- 
delphia. We are every day expecting it. 

Colonel Glover tells me that both Manly and Burke 
engaged to advance a month's pay. It was wrong, except 
the people engaged for twelve months. If they did not, I 
do not think them entitled to it. However, if you find it 
will retard the sailing of the vessels, I wish you would 
raise money, and advance it to them yourself, as the Gen- 
eral will not choose to have their accounts blended with the 
accounts of the Army; which must be the case if Colonel 
Glover advances the money to them. It will save much 
trouble, and, at the same time, be your own interest, to keep 
all the accounts of these vessels in your own hands. 

I am, sir, yours, &,c, t> u u 

■ ' ' ' ' ' Robert H. Harrison. 

To William Barilett, Esq., Beverly. 



[GENERAL WASHINGTON] TO COLONEL WENTWORTH. 

Cambridge, January 10, 1776. 
Acknowledged receipt of his and Mr. King's letter of 
the 10th instant, the latter covering invoice for 
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barrels, and ....... half barrels of flour, given to Ste- 
phen Moylan, by order of General Washington. Desired 
Mr. Wentworth to dispose of five hundred and fifty bushels 
of potatoes, taken in the schooner Rainbow, at any price, 
rather than have them perish, and to libel said schooner, 
agreeable to resolves of Congress sent him herewith. 
To Colonel Joshua Wentworth, Portsmouth. 



JOHN KNIGHT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Northampton, January 10, 1776. 

Sir : Many reasons, as well as the unexpected length- 
ening time of my captivity, induces me to take the liberty 
of addressing you on a subject, the propriety of which, I 
must leave to your judgment. Freedom from being a pri- 
soner is the ultimate of my request ; and, as this great in- 
dulgence, I conceive, lies entirely with your Excellency, 
I must beg your attention, one moment, to my reasons for 
this presumption. I have been employed in America since 
the year 1763, on the survey of the sea-coasts, and, since 
1770 until the hour of my captivity, commanded a King's 
vessel, on that service only; during all which time, I can 
declare, I never did a single injury to an American, or 
ever detained one of their vessels, even in an illicit trade, 
though often in my power. On the contrary, I dare be- 
lieve, there are several will do me the justice to acknow- 
ledge having received assistance from me, vvhen in distress. 
The work 1 was then engaged on, was of a publick nature, 
and intended for the advantage of all ; but, as this unhappy 
dispute must necessarily put a stop to that service, there is 
not the least probability of my being employed, (should 
your goodness indulge me with my liberty,) there being 
so many young gentlemen with the Admiral, waiting for 
promotion, and many more seeking employment, which, to 
a man in my situation, hiving a family in America, would 
admit of no invitation. I should trespass on your patience, 
to relate the particulars of my being made prisoner, at . Ma- 
chias, which, I am confident, would appear most favour- 
able for me, and no doubt influence you, sir, in a great 
measure, to acquiesce with my entreaty. If Captain" Ste- 
phen Smith, the principal person of that place, was near 
your Excellency, he would give positive information, that 
the proceedings with me there, and the Surgeon, Mr. Mc- 
Fadjen, belonging to the Diligent, were altogether con- 
trary to every practice m war. """ 

I beg leave to submit these facts to your Excellency's 
consideration, and am, with respect, your Excellency's 
most obedient, very humble servant, 

John Knight. 
General Washington. 

JOSHUA WENTWORTH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 

Portsmouth, January 10, 1776. 
Sir : Yesterday came to town, from London, last from 
Poole, in England, via Casco Bay, four masters of vessels, 
belonging to this port, from whom I have collected all the 
newspapers I possibly could, with sundry packages and 
letters ; and, as I have it in direction from your Excel- 
lency, to forward any letters that arrive here, I take the 
readiest method of their reaching your Excellency, by de- 
spatching my young man. 

' The newspapers are much defaced, previous to their 
coming to my hand ; the anxiety of Americans occasioned 
a frequent perusal, which, I hope, may apologize for their 
present state. 

The Captains intend setting out for Head-Quarters, in a 
day or two, who have verbal informations to your Excel- 
lency, from some gentlemen of note in London. 

In the interim, I have to inform your Excellency, that a 
number of transports sailed on or about the time these 
gentlemen left England, (say November 6th,) with stores, 
for Boston, without convoy ; three of which were large 
ships, formerly in the service of the India Company, and 
are defenceless. I sincerely wish some of the American 
armed vessels may conduct them safe to other ports than 
their first destination. 

I am, with much respect, your Excellency's most obe- 
dient, humble servant, T t*r 

' ' Joshua Wentworth. 

His Excellency General Washington. 
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SOUTHAMPTON (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

Southampton Committee, January 11, 1776. 

Present — The Rev. George Gurley, Chairman, and 
eleven Members. 

The honourable Convention, having recommended an 
inquiry to be made by this Committee, into the conduct of 
Mr. William Urquhart, merchant, relative to certain goods, 
mentioned in an account enclosed in a letter from one 
Hugh Warden, dated Glasgow, September 6, 1775, Mr. 
Urquhart, having had due notice, appeared before the 
Committee, and was heard, touching the importation of 
the said goods. And it appears, from the account, and the 
examination of his storekeeper, that no goods have been 
shipped or received by the said Mr. Urquhart contrary to 
the Association ; and that Mr. Urquhart ought to be ac- 
quitted of any imputation of having acted contrary to the 
Association, in that particular. 

Samuel Kello, Cleric. 



LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read January 15, 1776, referred to a Committee.] 

Elizabcthtown, January 11, 1776. 

Sir : In consequence of the orders I sent to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Winds, in the night, between the 9th and 10th 
instant, he sent two officers, attended by a proper guard, 
to wait upon Governour Franklin, who, at first, refused 
paying any attention to the message, which kindly invited 
him to dine with me at this place ; but, finding it in vain 
to act that part, he ordered up his coach, in order to pro- 
ceed to this place. But Chief Justice Smyth, thinking it 
was possible to put the matter on an easier footing for the 
Governour, prevailed on him to give his parole not to de- 
part from his house, on any pretence whatever, not even if 
a rescue should be offered by Captain Parker, or any other 
person. This induced Lieutenant-Colonel Winds to sus- 
pend the Governour's journey, (ill he could hear from me, 
and the Chief Justice came Charge d'affaires, to negotiate 
the business here. I have given the Lieutenant-Colonel 
orders to let the Governour remain at his house, on the 
conditions stipulated, until I have the orders of Congress 
to the conlrary. 

I am, with great regard and esteem, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

STIRLING. 

To the Honourable John Hancock. 



GENERAL ARNOLD TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Camp before Quebeck, January II, 1776. 

Gentlemen: I take the liberty, most heartily, to con- 
dole with you the loss of great, amiable, and brave Gene- 
ral Montgomery, and those brave men who fell with him. 
By his death, the command of the Army devolves on me; 
of course, I have carefully examined his instructions from 
the honourable Continental Congress, and their resolutions 
respecting this country. I find it strongly recommended 
to him, to conciliate the affections of the Canadians, and 
cherish every dawning of liberty which appears among 
them; and to assure them of the friendship and proteciion 
of the Congress ; and to endeavour to form, on a lasting 
basis, a firm union between them and the Colonies, by 
forming a Provincial Congress, and, from that body, giving 
them a full representation in the Grand Continental Con- 
gress. This, I am confident, the General laboured for with 
the greatest assiduity, and with as great a degree of suc- 
cess as could be expected, under the present state of affairs. 

The disposition of the Canadians is very favourable to 
your wishes ; (the only bar, of consequence, is Quebeck; 
as this is the key, so, in a great measure, it governs the 
whole country ;) who, having been so long habituated to 
slavery, and having, as yet, but a faint sense of the value 
of liberty, are naturally timorous and diffident, and want 
every possible encouragement to take an active part. This 
bar removed, I humbly conceive every other obstacle, to a 
firm and lasting union with Canada, will, of course, be re- 
moved. So long as Quebeck remains in the hands of the 
enemy, it will not be in our power to assist and protect 
them ; of course, we cannot expect their hearty exertions 
in our favour. Quebeck appears to me an object of the 
highest importance to the Colonies, and, if proper methods 



are adopted, must inevitably fall into their hands, before 
the garrison can be relieved. The whole garrison of Que- 
beck, including men, women, and children, is supposed, by 
gentlemen who left town the beginning of December, to be 
four thousand. 

A gentleman of veracity assures me, that Mr. Alsop, 
the King's Commissary, told him, in confidence, that there 
was not one thousand barrels of flour in the town ; and, it 
was notorious among the merchants, there was not eight 
thousand bushels of wheat, and no convenience for flouring 
it. Provisions of meat were known to be much less than 
those of bread, though they had some quantity offish. It 
is generally agreed, they had short of lour months' provi- 
sion the 1st December. This cannot be exactly ascertain- 
ed, as the Governour denied the inhabitants liberty of 
viewing the stores, or giving them any satisfaction, in re- 
gard to the quantity. It appears, a blockhead must an- 
swer our purpose ; it is possible it may not. Will it be 
prudent to trust an object of such vast importance to the 
event ? With submission, I think it will not. What is to 
be done? A sufficient force employed to reduce it, by a 
regular siege, or assault? If the first is attempted, an ad- 
dition of three thousand men to our present force will, I 
make no doubt, be thought necessary ; if the latter, at least 
five thousand. The former, with a vast expense and great 
waste of ammunition, may prove unsuccessful ; the latter, 
from the extensiveness of their works, I think cannot; and 
five thousand men will hardly be a sufficient garrison, if the 
place is taken. I beg leave to recommend the sending a 
body of at least five thousand men, with an experienced 
General, into Canada, as early as possible ; and, in the 
mean time, that every possible preparation, of mortars, ho- 
witzers, and some heavy cannon, should be made, as the 
season will permit our raising batteries by the middle of 
March, which may, very possibly, be attended with suc- 
cess, as we can place our mortars under cover, within two 
hundred yards of the walls, and within one thousand of 
the centre of the town ; and, if supplied with shells, car- 
cases, &c, can set fire to it whenever we please, which, 
I make no doubt, would reduce the garrison to terms. 

I am well assured more than half of theinhabitantsofQ"e- 
beck would gladly open the gates to us, but are prevented 
by the strict discipline and watch kept over them, the com- 
mand of the guards being constantly given to officers of the 
Crown, known to be firm in their interest. The garrison 
consists of about fifteen hundred men, great part of whom 
Governour Carleton can place no confidence in, or he 
would not suffer a blockade, and every distress of a siege, 
by seven hundred men, our force consisting of no more, at 
present, including Colonel Livingston's Regiment of two 
hundred Canadians. I have arranged my men in such 
order, as effectually to blockade the city, and to assist each 
other as early as possible, if attacked. The men are 
obliged to lay on their arms constantly, and to mount guard 
every other night. Their duty is exceedingly hard ; how- 
ever, the men appear alert and cheerful, though wanting 
many necessaries, which cannot be procured here. 

I expect General Wooster from Montreal, with a reinforce- 
ment, every minute. I have withdrawn our cannon from 
the battery, and placed them around the magazine, which 
contains a considerable quantity of powder and ordnance 
stores, which I am fearful of removing, lest it should make 
unfavourable impressions on the Canadians, and induce 
them to withdraw their assistance, and Governour Carleton, 
presuming on our panick, to sally out. I thought it most 
prudent to put the best face on matters, and betray no 
marks of fear. We are in great want of cash ; our finances 
have never afforded any, of consequence, to the troops, 
who make heavy complaints, not without reason. We 
have often been reduced to a few Johannes, and never able 
to procure more than ten days' sustenance beforehand. 
Our whole depenrianoe has been on Mr. Price, who has 
done every thing in his power, and is the only resource we 
have at present. I have received two petards from Mon- 
sieur Pelissier, at Three-Rivers, who assures me he can 
supply us with shells, by the 1st of April. 

Enclosed is a list of officers killed and wounded in the 
unfortunate attack on Quebeck. The prisoners and miss- 
ing amount to about four hundred. Governour Carleton 
has permitted the baggage of both officers and men to be 
sent in, and (strange to tell) treats them with humanity. 
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I think myself, in justice, bound to acknowledge the good 
conduct and intrepidity, of both officers and men, of my 
detachment, who undauntedly marched up, in the face of 
the enemy's cannon ; in particular, the volunteers of Cap- 
tain Oswald, who signalized himself in the attack on their 
battery, and is now a prisoner. 

I hope, gentlemen, my being confined to my bed with 
my wound and a severe fit of the gout, will apologize for 
the incoherency and inaccurateness of my scrawl ; and that 
you will believe me, with respect and esteem, gentlemen, 
your most obedient and very humble servant, 

B. Arnold. 
To the Honourable Continental Congress. 



GENERAL ARNOLD TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Camp before Quebeck, January 12, 1776, 

Gentlemen : Since writing the enclosed, General 
Wooster has acquainted me he cannot leave Montreal, but 
has sent down Colonel Clinton, to whom I shall resign the 
command, until my wound will permit my doing duty, 
which my Surgeon thinks will be four or six weeks. Colo- 
nel Clinton acquaints me, we cannot expect more than 
two hundred men from Montreal. I have put on foot the 
raising a regiment of three hundred Canadians, which T 
make no doubt of effecting. They are to have the same 
pay, and be under the same regulations, as the Continental 
forces. I make no doubt the exigency of our affairs will 
justify the step I have taken, (though without authority 
for so doing,) and that it will be approved of by the ho- 
nourable Continental Congress. 

I am, most respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient, 
humble servant, B Arnold . 

P. S. The forts of Niagara and Detroit are an object, 
which, I make no doubt, the honourable Congress have in 
view. Mr. Antill, now on his way down, can inform you 
in regard to their strength, stores, Sic. t> » 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT Of CONGRESS. 

Cambridge, January 11, 1776. 

Sir : Every account I have out of Boston confirms the 
embarkation of troops, mentioned in my last, which, from 
the season of the year, and other circumstances, must be 
destined for some expedition to the southward of this. I 
have, therefore, thought it prudent to send Major-General 
Lee to New-York. I have given him letters, recommen- 
datory to Governour Trumbull, and to the Committee of 
Safety at New- York. I have good hopes, that in Con- 
necticut, he will get many volunteers, who, I have some 
reason to think, will accompany him on this expedition, 
without more expense to the Continent than their mainte- 
nance ; but, should it be otherwise, and that they should 
expect pay, I think it is a trifling consideration, when put 
in competition with the importance of the object — which 
is to put the city of New- York, such parts of the North 
River, and Long-Island, as to him shall seem proper, in 
that state of defence which the season of the year, and 
circumstances will admit of, so as, if possible, to prevent 
the enemy from forming a lodgment in that Government, 
which, I am afraid, contains too many persons disaffected 
to the cause of liberty and America. I have, also, wrote to 
Lord Stirling, to give him all the assistance that he can, 
with the troops under his command in the Continental 
service, provided it does not interfere with any orders he 
may receive from Congress relative to them. I hope the 
Congress will approve of my conduct in sending General 
Lee upon this expedition. I am sure I mean it well, as 
experience teaches us, that it is much easier to prevent an 
enemy from posting themselves, than it is to dislodge them 
after they have got possession. 

The evening of the 8th instant, a party of our men, 
under the command of Major Knowlton, were ordered to 
go and burn some houses, which lay at the foot of Bunker's 
Hill, and at the head of Charlestown. They were, also, 
ordered to bring off the guard, which, we expected, con- 
sisted of an officer and thirty men. They crossed the mill- 
dam, about half after eight o'clock, and gallantly executed 
their business, having burnt eight houses, and brought with 
them a sergeant and four privates, of the Tenth Regiment. 



There was but one man more there, who, making some re- 
sistance, they were obliged to despatch. The gun that killed 
him, was the only one that was discharged by our men, 
though several hundreds were fired by the enemy from 
within their works, but in so confused a manner that not 
one of our people was hurt. Our inlistments go on very 
heavily. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient, hum- 
ble servant, George Washington. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



Hoad-Quarters, Cambridge, January 5, 1776. 
(Parole, Hanctck.) (Countersign, Artama.f, 

The Majors of Brigade to order the Adjutants to be 
exact and punctual in making their weekly returns of the 
strength of each regiment ; also, a separate return of the 
numbers inlisted in the course of last week, at orderly time 
to-morrow : The weekly returns to be according to the form 
lately sent by the Adjutant-General. 

The regimentals, which have been made up, and drawn 
for, may be delivered to the respective Colonels, by the 
Quartermaster-General, to the order of those Colonels, 
who drew them at such prices as they have cost the Con- 
tinent, which is much cheaper than could otherwise be 
obtained. As nothing adds more to the appearance of n 
man, than dress, and a proper degree of cleanliness in his 
person, the General hopes and expects, that each regi- 
ment will contend for the most soldierlike appearance. He 
is, also, very desirous of having the men instructed, as 
speedily as possible, in all parts of their duty, and recom- 
mends it to all the Colonels, to be very careful in the 
choice of their Non-commissioned Officers ; and to their 
Captains, to divide their companies into small squads, ap- 
pointing a Sergeant and Corporal to each, from whom the 
utmost diligence is expected. Those Sergeants and Cor- 
porals are by no means to suffer the arms and accoutre- 
ments of any man, in their squads, to be dirty, or unfit for 
use ; and, as far as in them lies, to make the men appear 
neat, clean, and soldierlike. Neglect of duty, in these in- 
stances, they may rely upon it, will reduce them to the 
ranks. These orders are not intended to exempt the Com- 
missioned Officers of the companies, from the strictest 
attention to these things ; on the contrary, as it serves to 
show the General's solicitude in having the men, and their 
arms, appear in the best order, it is hoped they will double 
their diligence. 

If Colonel Brewer inclines to accept the appointment 
of Barrackmaster, he is to proceed directly to discharge 
the duty of that office ; and, as the first business to be done 
in an army, is with the Quartermaster of each regiment, 
he is to see that the number of men, for which each barrack 
was designed, are immediately quartered therein, keeping 
the regiments together as much as possible, that every tent, 
may be delivered into the Quartermaster-General's store. 

The Regimental Quartermasters, and their Sergeants, are 
to cause proper necessaries to be erected, at convenient 
distances from the barracks in which their men are lodged, 
and see that those necessaries are frequently filled up. Any 
person who shall be discovered easing himself elsewhere, 
is to be instantly confined, and brought before a Regimen- 
tal Court-Martial. They are to cause, also, the filth and 
garbage about the barracks, to be removed and buried. In 
short, it is in a particular manner the duty of the Quarter- 
master to see that the barracks are kept clean and sweet, the 
victuals properly prepared, &c; and, although it is the par- 
ticular business of the Quartermasters, and their Sergeants, 
to see this done, it is equally necessary, and the duty of 
the other officers, to look into this business, as too much 
care cannot be used in a matter where the health of the. 
men so much depends upon it. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 6, 1776. 
(Parole, Gerry.) (Countersign, Chaic.) 

The General is informed that a custom hath prevailed,, 
at the main guard in Cambridge, of permitting prisoners 
to be absent upon their parole ; he, therefore, orders a total 
stop be put to this practice for the future. Any officer offend- 
ing herein, will be immediately put in arrest, and tried for 
disobedience of orders. 

The frequent application for flags at Roxbury, having^ 
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been found troublesome, and, at the same time, attended 
with inconveniences, Major-General Ward is requested to 
suffer no more than one a week to go in, unless it be on 
special occasions, and this to happen on Tuesdays, at which 
time he will appoint a proper officer always to attend. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 7, 1776. 
'{Parole, Lynch.) (Countersign, Morris. ) 

The Adjutant-General will, this day, deliver to the Bri- 
gade Majors, the number of the new Articles of War 
necessary for each regiment, in their respective brigades; 
and that no mistake in regard to the said Articles may pos- 
sibly happen, each book is signed by the Honourable John 
Hancock, Esq., President of the Continental Congress, 
and countersigned, upon the title page, by William Tudor, 
Esq., Judge Advocate of the Army of the United Colo- 
nies. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 8, 1776. 
(Parole, Harriion.) (Countersign, Johnson.) 

It is exceedingly astonishing to the General, that he is 
yet without those Returns which were called for on the 1st 
and 3d instants. It is impossible that the bu=iness of an 
army can be conducted with any degree of regularity or pro- 
priety, where so much inattention prevails; and he desires 
that the Commanding Officers of such regiments as are 
conscious of their neglect, in the instances now referred to, 
will take notice, and be fully persuaded, that if those Re- 
turns are not made at, or before orderly time to-morrow, 
that they will be ordered under an arrest, and tried for 
disobedience of orders. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 9, 1776. 
(Parole, Knowhon.) (Countersign, Charlestorvn.) 

The General thanks Major Knowlton, and the officers 
and soldiers who were under his command last night, for 
the spirit, conduct and secrecy with which they burnt the 
houses near the enemy's works, upon Bunker's Hill. The 
General was in a more particular manner pleased with the 
resolution the party discovered, in not firing a shot, as 
nothing betrays greater signs of fear, and less of the sol- 
dier, than to begin a loose, undirected, and unmeaning fire, 
from whence no good can result, nor any valuable purposes 
answered. 

It is almost certain that the enemy will attempt to re- 



venge the insult which was cast upon them last night ; for 
which reason the greatest vigilance and care is recommend- 
ed ; and it also is recommended, that the out-posts be 
always guarded by experienced officers and good soldiers, 
who are to be considered in other duties. 

It is, also, again and again ordered, that the men are not 
suffered to ramble from, or fie out of their quarters, con- 
trary to repeated orders on this head, and that their arms 
and accoutrements be always in order. 

To remove present doubts, and prevent future mistakes, 
it is hereby expressly ordered and directed, that no persons 
do proceed to discharge the duty of any office, without a 
regular appointment, by commission from the Congress, 
warrant, or general order, from the Commander-in-chief. 
No allowance will be made to any one who acts contrary to 
this order. All persons, therefore, for their own sakes, are 
desired to take notice of it, and govern themselves accord- 
ingly, that no complaints may hereafter be exhibited for 
services unwarranted. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 10, 1776. 
Parole, m-hon.) (Countersign, Langdon.) 

His Excellency General Washington has been pleased 
to appoint Mr. William Morony, Provost-Marshal to the 
Army of the United Colonies, serving in the Massachu- 
setts-Bay; he is, therefore, in all things appertaining to 
his office, to be considered and obeyed as such. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, January 11, 1776. 

(Parole, Mount Airy.) (Countersign, Calvert.) 

Head.Quarters, at Cambridge, January 11, 1776. 

All officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers, be- 
longing to any of the regiments or corps of the Army of the 
United Colonies, under the immediate command of His 
Excellency General Washington, who are absent upon fur- 
lough, recruiting, or by permission of their commanding 
officers, are to join their respective regiments by the 1st 
day of February next. If any officer neglects to pay due 
obedience to this order, he will be immediately cashiered ; 
and any non-commissioned officers or soldiers offending 
therein, will be tried and punished as deserters. 

By His Excellency's command: 

Horatio Gates, Adjutant-General. 



General Return of the Army of the United Colonies, commanded by His Excellency George Washington, Esq., 
General and Commander-in-chief, Head-Quarters at Cambridge, January 8, 1776. 



REGIMENTS. 



Riflemen 

Colonel Reed's... 

Colonel Loarned's 

Colonel Nixon's 

Colonel Stalk's 

Colonel Whitcomb's.... 

Colonel Prescott's 

Colonel Poor's 

Colonel Varnum's 

Colonel Parsons's 

Colonel Hitchcock's 

Colonel Little's 

Colonel Read's 

Colonel Glover's 

Colonel Patterson's 

Colonel Sargent's 

Colonel Huntingdon's.. 

Colonel Phinney's 

Colonel Webb's 

Colonel Arnold's 

Colonel Ward's 

Colonel Wyllys's 

Colonel Bailey's 

Colonel Greaton's , 

Colonel Bond's 

Colonel Baldwin's 

Colonel Hutchinson's . 



OFFICERS PRESENT. 



Commissioned. 



Total 22 



15 22 



10 



Staff. 



Non-com- 
missioned. 



3 

29 
49 
29 
17 
20 
30 
25 
25 
25 
19 
13 
39 

24 
19 
27 
19 
21 
67 
58 
42 
41 
34 
17 
35 
20 



RANK AND FILE. 



557 

401 

653 

2 

320 

224 

314 

343 

205 

425 

190 

257 

575 

256 
206 
391 
219 
259 
864 
788 
538 
661 
342 
222 
435 
300 



13 39 
15 12 
11 
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12 
41 
36 
75 

85 
88 
30 

5 
72 

5 
20 
75 
82 

71 

20 

26 

7 

140 

110 

11 

43 

58 

15 

36 

29 

120 



5 
20 
43 
20 
26 
14 
93 
44 
36 

4 
39 
50 
74 

37 
5 
30 
41 
41 
46 
49 
27 
121 
52 
42 
56 
29 



Wanting; to 
complete. 



693 

508 
764 
404 
455 
347 
458 
435 
329 
479 
264 
400 
778 

378 
271 
490 
298 
457 
1,064 
941 
650 
86' 
426 
334 
537 
482 



Since last Return. 



Horatio Gates, Adjutant-General. 



't. * i 
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Return of the Artillery Regiment in the service of the 
United Colonies, commanded by the Honourable 
Henry Knox, Esq., Cambridge, January 6, 1776. 
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1 
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| 

13 

2 
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10 

1 
11 


£ 

s 

300 
8 
3 
4 

io 

21 

346 


1 

455 

15 

6 

9 

13 

26 

511 

4 
6 

591 


Present, fit for duty 

On command 

Sick, present 

Sick, absent 

Militia 

On furlough 

Total 


1 
1 


2 
2 


i 
l 


9 

3 

12 


22 
1 
1 


1 


1 


1 
1 


17 
2 

1 

20 


17 

1 
1 

1 

19 


28 

2 
1 

30 


12 


24 


1 


1 


1 


Four inlisted, and not joined Captain Willia 
Six do. do. Captain Pearc 























William Burbeck, 

Lieutenant- Colonel of Artillery. 



Return of the Militia ivho have consented to remain in 
the Army till the last of this month, January, 1776. 



















Roxbury, 


January 16, 1776. 
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09 
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Total 


30 


57 85 


37 


1, 127 


1, 336 



Horatio Gates, Adjutant-General. 



[Addition to the above by 


General Wash 


INGTON.] 


Militia, as above 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 


l 
l 
] 

l 


30 
2 
8 
4 
8 
1 
6 
4 
8 


57 
9 
24 
17 
17 
14 
14 
12 
23 


85 
13 
28 
32 
24 
19 
18 
22 
31 


37 
4 

14 
12 
12 
6 
10 
14 
14 


1,127 

244 
379 
334 
360 
211 
292 
202 
366 


1,336 

272 
556 
402 
424 
253 
334 
255 
445 
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NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY, IN THE SERVICE OF THE UNITED COLONIES, 

JANUARY 1, 1776. 

Ficld.Offi.cers. — Henry Knox, Colonel ; William Burbeck, 1st Lioutenant-Coionel ; David Masvn, 2d Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Crane, let Major. 



Edward Crafts, - - - 
Thomas Pearce, ... 
Thomas Waite Foster, - 
John Popkins, .... 
Edw. Burbeck, - - - 
William Perkins, - - - 
Dimond Morton, - - - 
Stephen Badlam, - - - 
Eliphalet Newall, ... 
William Dana, - - - - 
Ebenezer Stevens, - - 
Jotbam Drury, - - - - 



CAPTAIN-LIEUTENANTS. 



Benjamin Eustis, . . . 
William Tread well, . . 
Benjamin Froth ingham, 



Jotham Horton, - 
Edward Rurnney, 
David Allen, - - 
Winthrop Sergeant, 
John Johnson, - . 
Thomas Seward, - 
Asa Rowson, . - 
B.majah Carpenter, 



FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 



Thomas Randall, . 
David Biiant, . . 
Henry Burbeck, - 
William Stevens, - 
John Welch Edes, 
Samuel Treat, - - 
John Bryant, - - 



Isaac Packard, 
Jonas Simmons, 
David Cook, - 
John Slecman, 



SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 



Hfenry Wells, . . 
John Lillie, 
Joseph Lortng, 
Thomas Vose, - 
Thomas Dean, 
David Preston, 
Thomas Jackson, . 
James Furnival, . 
Peter King, - . 
Joseph TSavage, 
Joseph Thomas, . 
Samuel Shaw, - . 



SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 



Daniel Parker. 
Isaiah Simmons. 
Oliver Brown. 
John Chandler. 
Thomas Machin. 
Joseph Blake. 
John Bull. 
James Steele. 
Thomas Carnes. 
Samuel Dagget, 
Hardy Peircc. 
Jeremiah Freeman. 



Staff-Officers. — Al/iel Leonard, Chaplain ; Thomas Henley, Adjutant and Second Lieutenant ; David Bradley, Quartermaster ; William Eustis, 

Surgeon. 

[Return of the Officers of the First Regiment of Fool {Riflemen) left blank.] 

NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE SECOND REGIMENT OF FOOT, IN THE SERVICE OF T.HE UNITED 

COLONIES, JANUARY 1, 1776. 

Field- Officers. — James Reed, Colonel ; Israel Gilman, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Nathan Hale, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Ezra Town, - - - - 


Joseph Churchill, - - 


James Taggard, - - - 


Pelatiah Whitemore. 


John Jones, - - - - 


Elijah Clayes, - - - - 


James Otis, - - - - 


Sylvanus Reed. 


Levi Spaulding, - - - 


George Aldrich, - - - 


Thomas Boffee, - - - 


William Lee. 


James Wilkinson, - - - 


Thomas Grover, - - - 


Thompson Maxwell, - ' - 


Gillam Taylor. 


Robert Oliver, - - - 


Isaac Farewell, - - - 


Richard Cougblan, - - 


Jonathan Emerson. 


Jacob Hinds, - - - - 


Isaac Stone, - - - - 


Isaac Frye, - - - - 


Benjamin Davis. 


Benjamin Mann, - - - 


Samuel Paltingale, - - 


Jonathan Collis, - - - 


William Adrian Hawkins. 


David Place, - - - - 


Amos Emerson, - - - 


Aaron Hanson, - - - 


Stephen Carter. 



Staff-Officers. — Hezelciah Smith, Chaplain; Ezra Green, Surgeon ; Nathaniel Breed, Mate; James Otis, Adjutant; 

Isaac Frye, Quartermaster. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE THIRD REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — Ebenezer Learned, Colonel ; William Shephard, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Ebenezer Sprout, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Peter Harwood, - - - 
Samuel Curtis, - - - 
Isaac Bolster, - - - - 
Lebbeus Ball, - - - - 
Nathan Peters, - - - 
Warham Parks, - - - 
Isaac Woods, - - - - 
Asa Danforth, - - - - 


George Webb, - - - - 
Simon Learned, - - - 
John Mayo, - - - - 
Caleb Keep, - - - - 
JohnChadwick, - - - 
John Carpenter, - - - 
Nelson Phinney, - - - 
Thomas Fish, - - - - 


Seth Bannister, - - - 
Benjamin Felton, - - - 
Reuben Slayton, - - - 
Asher Granger, - - - 
Seth Smith, - - - - 
David Sacket, - - - - 
Foxel Thomas, - - - 


Jonathan Stone. 
William Moore. 
Scottoway Whitcoinb. 
Jacob Bates. 
Martin Smith, 
Israel Sacket. 
John Townsend. 
Ebenezer Field. 



Staff- Officers.— 



Chaplain ; . . . . Surgeon ; . . . 
Scottoway Whitcomb, Quartermaster. 



Mate ; Seth Bannister, Adjutant ; 
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NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE 



FOURTH REGIMENT OF FOOT, IN THE SERVICE OF THE UNITED COLO- 



NIES, JANUARY 1, 1776. 

Field-Officers.-Jolm Nixon, Colonel; Thomas Nixon, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Andrew Colbur n, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 



Joseph Butler, 
Micajah Gleason, - 
Ebenezer Winship, 
Jeremiah Gilman, 
Moses McFarland, 
Adam Wheeler, - 
Thomas Barnes, - 
Joseph Thompson, 



FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 



SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 



Silas Walker, - - 
James Kimball, - 
Nathan Wheeler, 
Simon Sartivel, - 
Joseph Wood, - - 
Jonathan Hill, - - 
Silas Bent, - - 
William Toogood, 



John Sawyer, - - - 
Abel Holden, - - - 
Richard Buckminster, 
John White, - - - 
John Briggs, - - - 
Benjamin Haywood, - 
William Lemont, - - 
Nathaniel Crittenton, - 



ENSIGNS. 



Warham Wheeler. 
Peter Cloyes. 
Mason Wattles. 
William Hutchings. 
Dudley Taylor. 
Ephraim Minot. 
Isaac Nichols. 
Ephraim W heeler. 



Staff- Officers.— Hezekiah 



Smith, Chaplain ; Benjamin Putnam, Surgeon ; Nathan Burnap, Mate ; Abel Holden, 
Adjutant ; John White, Quartermaster. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE FIFTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field-Officers.— John Starks, Colonel ; Thomas Poor, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Moore, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 



George Reid, - - 
Amos Morrill, 
Daniel More, - - 
Joshua Abbott, - 
Elisha Woodbury, 
Samuel Richards, - 
John Hale, - - 
Silas Walker, - - 



FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 



Michael McClary, 
Ebenezer Frye, - 
Joseph Soper, - - 
Daniel Livermore, 
James McCauley, 
Thomas Hardy, - 
Asa Coburn, - 



Staff- Officers. — Noah Cooke, Jun., Chaplain; 



SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 



Robert Barnett, ■ 
Samuel Bradford, ■ 



ENSIGNS. 



Caleb Stark. 



Abiel Chandler, - - 

John Patten, - - - 
Henry Perkinson, 

Jesse Carr, - - - 

Aaron Steel, - - - 

Goss, Surgeon ; Josiah Chase, Mate ; Abiel Chandler, 



Edward Evans. 
Ephraim Colby. 



Timothy Blake. 
Thomas Richard. 
Isaac Wormer. 



Adjutant ; Henry Perkinson, Quartermaster. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE SIXTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers.— Asa Whitcomb, Colonel; William Buckminster, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Gizz ard Frazer, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 



Lemuel Trescott, 

Daniel Whiting, - - 

Aaron Haynes, - - 
Benjamin Bullard, 
William Hutson Ballard, 

Abner Cranston, - - 

Jonathan Danforth, - 

Moses Soul, - - - 



FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 



Elisha Brewer, - - 

Nathaniel Cushing, - 

Thomas Willington, - 
Nathaniel Alexander, 

Joseph Perry, - - 

Joseph McNoll, - - 

Noah Allen, - - - 



SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 



John Kilbey Smith, - 
Abraham Tuckerman, 
Abraham Williams, - 
Aaron Holden, - - 
Samuel Blodgett, - - 
Jonas Parker, - - - 
Benjamin Pollard, 
William Winchester, - 



ENSIGNS. 



John Mills. 
Isaac Barber. 
Josiah Willington. 
Jacob Welsh. 
Nahum Wight. 
Joseph Williams. 
Charles Dehauty. 
Ebenezer Smith. 



Staff-Officers.— Isaac Mansfield, Jun., Chaplain; David Townsend, Surgeon; James Thatcher, Mate; Abraham 

Tuckerman, Adjutant ; Charles Dehauty, Quartermaster. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE SEVENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers.— William Prescott, Colonel ; Johnson Moulton, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Henry Woods, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 



Hugh Maxwell, 
John Nutting, - 
Samuel Darby, 
Jonathan Nowell, 
Joseph Moss, - 
Samuel Patch, 
Samuel Gilberts, 
Joseph Mores, 



Staff- Officers.— 



FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 



Benjamin Brown, - - 

Eleazer Spoulding, - 

John Williams, - - 

Thomas Nowell, - - 

Ebenezer Woods, - - 

Joshua Brown, - - 

Joseph Gilberts, - - 

Zachariah Walker, - 



SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 



Benjamin Ball, 
John Mosher, - 
George Marsdin, 
Nathaniel Sortie, 
Jedediah Sangor, 



Joseph Baker, 
Isaac Dodge, • 



ENSIGNS. 



William Taylor. 
Edmund Bancroft. 
Samuel Nason. 
Simeon Lord. 
William Nevens. 
Obadiah Witherell. 
Andrew Brower. 
Samuel Lawrence. 



Chaplain ; John Hart, Surgeon ; Abraham Parley, Mate ; George Marsdin, Adjutant; 
Samuel Nason, Quartermaster. 



iilMfai 
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NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE EIGHTH REGIMENT OF FOOT, IN THE SERVICE OF THE TOTTED COLO- 
NIES, JANUARY 1, 1776. 

Field- Officers. — Enoch Poor, Colonel ; John McDuffie, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joseph Cilley, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Winborn Adams, - - - 


.Zachariah Beal, - - - 


Jeremiah Fogg, - - 


John Colcord. 


Jeremiah Clough, - - 


Thomas Lyford, - - - 


Edward Parsons, - - - 


Jonathan Heath. 


Philip Tilton, - - - - 


Benjamin Kimball, - - 


Joseph Huntoon, - - - 


Robert Pike. 


Benjamin Titcomb, - - 


William Smith, - - - 


Nathaniel McClintock, - 


Enoch Chase. 


Jonathan Wentworth, 


James Carr, - - - - 


Jethro Herd, - - - - 


Samuel Nute. 


James Norris, - - - - 


Jonathan Frye, - - - 


William Rowell, - - 


Charles Glidden. 


Richard Shortridge, - - 


Richard Weare, - - - 


Joshua Love joy, - - - 


Steven Abbot. 


Frederick Mordaunt Bell, 


James Mathes, - - - 


Stephen Jones Thomas, - 


Jacob Lowe. 



Staff- Officers. — Noah Cooke, Jun., Chaplain ; Caleb Greenleaf Adams, Surgeon; William Parker, Mate ; Edward 

Parsons, Adjutant ; Jeremiah Fogg, Quartermaster. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE NINTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — James M. Varnum, Colonel; Archibald Crary, Lieutenant-Colonel; Christopher Smith, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 



FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 



SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 



ENSIGNS. 



Ebenezer Flagg, - - 

Elijah Lewis, - - - 

Nathaniel Hawkins, - 

Oliver Clark, - - - 

Thomas Cole, - - - 

John Lane, - - - 

Joshua Read, - - - 

John Gooch, - - - 



Noel Allen, - - 

William Potter, - 
John Singer Dexter, 
Samuel Bissell, 

Isaac Holden, - - 

Jabez Lane, - - 

James Varnum, - 
Timothy Lock, 



Joseph Whitiriarsh, 



Micah Whitmarsh, 
Daniel Pearce, 
Clark Brown, - - 
Amos Crandall, - 
Thomas Henley, - 
Matthew Chambers, 



Elijah Hull. 
Chandler Burllingham. 



Moses Atkinson. 
Michael Molton. 
Duty Jerauld. 



Staff- Officers. — Ebenezer David, Chaplain ; John Singer Dexter, Adjutant; Clark Brown, Quartermaster; Joseph 

Joslyn, Surgeon ; Daniel Brown, Mate. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field-Officers. — Samuel H. Parsons, Colonel; John Tyler, Lieutenant-Colonel; Samuel Prentice, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


James Chapman, - - - 


Richard Hewitt, - - - 


William Cleveland, - - 


Daniel Waite. 


David F. Sill, - - - - 


David Nevins, - - - - 


Caleb Baldwin, - - - 


Pendleton. 


James Eldridge, - - - 


Oliver Babcock, - - - 


Daniel Collins, ... 


Daniel Billings. 


Christopher Darrou, - - 


John McGregore, - - - 


Ezra Selden, - - - - 


John Balkley. 


Abraham Watrous, - - 


Elisha Lee, - - - - 


James Day, - - - - 


Henry Hill. 


Isaac Gallop, - - - - 


Stephen Keyes, - - - 


Thomas Avery, - ■ ■- - 


Lemuel Cleft. 


Christopher Ely, - - - 


William Richards, - - 


Enoch Reed, - - - - 


David Dorrence. 


Ebenezer Brewster, - - 


Nathaniel Hall, - - - 


Jesse Prentice, - 


Benjamin Haskill. 



Staff- Officers.- 



Chaplain ; Josiah Hart, Surgeon ; Elisha Ely, Mate; James Day, Adjutant ; Richard Sill, 
Quartermaster. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE ELEVENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field-Officers. — Daniel Hitchcock, Colonel; Ezekiel Cornell, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Israel AngeU, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Jeremiah Olney, - - - 
William Yew, - - - - 
Stephen Kimball, - - - 
Francis Symonds, - - - 
Silas Talbot, - - - - 
Coggeshall Olney, - - 
Ephraim Bowen, - - - 
John Spurr, - - - - 


John Wyman, - - - - 
John Blunt, .... 
William Blanchard, - - 
William Mills, - - - - 
William Allen, - - - 
Stephen Olney, - - - 
Ephraim Sawyer, - - - 
Ebenezer Fitch, - - - 


William Blodgeit, - - - 
Thomas Hughes, - - - 
William Bradford, Jun., - 
James King, - - - - 
Peter Donworth, - - - 
James Bridges, - - - 


John Armstrong. 
Ebenezer West. 
Nathan Olney. 
Holleman Potter. 
John Thomas. 
Eliphalet Foster. 


Christopher Hopkins, 





Staff-Officers.— Oliver Noble, Chaplain; Samuel Tenny, Surgeon; Mate; William Bradford, Jun., 

Adjutant ; Cyprian Sterry, Quartermaster. 
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NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TWELFTH REGIMENT OF FOOT, IN THE SERVICE OF THE UNITED COLO- 
NIES, JANUARY 1, 1776. 



Field-Officers. — Moses Little, Colonel; William Henshaiv, Lieutenant-Colonel; 


James Collins, Major. 


CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Jacob Gerrish, - - - 
John Baker, - - r - 
Gideon Parker, - - - 
Nathaniel Wade, - - - 
Ezra Lunt, - - - - 
Abraham Dodge, - - - 
Nathaniel Warner, - - 
Benjamin Perkins, - - 


Amos Atkinson, - - - 
Caleb Lambson, - - - 
Moses Kent, - - - - 

Joseph Hodgkins, - - - 
Stephen Jenkins, - - - 
James Lord, - - - - 
John Burnham, - - - 
Silvanus Smith, - - - 


Samuel Hughes, - - - 
Joseph Fisk, - - - - 
Jared Smith, - - - - 
Jojin Carr, - - - - - 
Nathaniel Montgomery, - 
Enoch Parsons, - - - 
Daniel Collins, - - - 
Dudley Colman, - - - 


William Searl. 
Samuel Proctor. 
Benjamin Gould. 
William Little6eld. 
Nathaniel Mitchell. 
William Story. 
Jonathan Woodman. 
Amos Pearson. 



Staff-Officers. — Oliver Noble, Chaplain ; Elisha Story, Surgeon; . . 

John Carr, Quartermaster. 



Mate ; Dudley Colman, Adjutant ; 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE THIRTEENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — Joseph Read, Colonel; Ebenezer Clap, Lieutenant-Colonel; Calvin Smith, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS, 


Ames Walbridge, - - - 
Oliver Pond, - - - - 
Edward Seagraves, - - 
Andrew Peters, - - - 
Samuel Payson, - - - 
Samuel Warren, - - - 
Oliver Soaper, - - - 
Moses Knapp, - - - 


Nathan Goodall, - - - 
Elias Bacon, - - - - 
Joseph McC umber, - - 
Isaac Warren, - - - - 
John Holden, - - - - 
Japbet Daniels, - - - 
Thomas Williams, - - 
Peter Taft, - - - - 


Bethuel Washburn, - - 
Ezekiel Plymton, - - - 
Thaddeus Read, - - - 
George Whipple, - - - 
Levi Lindly, - - - - 
Benjamin Read, - - - 
Abijah Lincoln, - - - 
Gideon Macumber, - - 


John Trotter. 
Oliver Rouse. 
Robert Muzzy. 
Benjamin Walker. 
Jacob Goldthwaite. 
Adams Chapin. 
Rufus Barney. 
Benjamin Pike. 



Staff- Officers.— 



Chaplain ; Seth Ames, Surgeon ; Joseph Adams, Mate ; Benjamin Read, Adjutant ; 
Adams Chapin, Quartermaster. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE FOURTEENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — John Glover, Colonel; Gabriel Johonnot, Lieutenant-Colonel; William. Lee, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


William Courtis, - - - 
Thomas Grant, - - - 
John Glover, - - - - 
Joseph Swasey, - - - 
Nathaniel Bond, - -. - 
Joseph Lee, .... 
Moses Brown, - - - 
Gilbert Warner Speekman 


Edwajd Archibald, - - 
William Bubier, - - - 
Joshua Oxne, - - - - 
Robect Williams, - - - 
Nathaniel Clarke, - - - 
William Groves, - - - 
Robett Nimbiett, - - - 
Theophilus Monson, - - 


Thomas Courtis, - - - 
Ebenezer Groves, - - - 
Marston Wattson, - - -- 
Thomas Fosdick, - - - 
Seward Lee r - - , - 
Joseph Stacey, - - - 
John Wallis, - - - - 
William Jones, - - 


James Foster. 
John Clark. 
John Allen. 
Robert Wormsted. 
Jeremiah Reed. 
Samuel Getcjiell. 
William Hawks. 



Staff- Officers.— 



Chaplain ; Isaac Spafford, Surgeon ; . . 
Joseph Stacey, Quartermaster. 



Mate; Thomas Fosdick, Adjutant; 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE FIFTEENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — John Patterson, Colonel ; Seth Read, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Henry Sherburn, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


David Noble, - - - - 


William Aug. Patterson, - 


Solomon Martin, - - - 


Mathias Hall. 


John Mclnstry, - - - 


Thomas McKinstry, - - 


John Pennoyer, - - - 


Gerard Fitch. 


Samuel Sloan, - - - - 


Peter White, - - - - 


Jehiel Jackson, ... 


David Johnson. 


Samuel SayeT, - - - 


Samuel Chapin, - - - 


Jeremiah Littlefield, - - 


Samuel Stevens. 


William Wyrnan, - - - 


John Bacon, - - - - 


Joshua Traston, - - - 


Belcher Hancock. 


Ebenezer Sullivan, - - 


Joseph Welsh, ... 


Nathan Lord, - - - - 


Joseph Johnson. 


Moses Ashley, -- - - 


William Walker, - - - 


Jeremiah Miller, - - - 


Job Preist. 


Theodore Bliss, - - - | 


Edward Cumpston, - - 


Robert Davis, - - - - 


John Arnold. 



Staff-Officers.— David Avery, Chaplain; Timothy Child, Surgeon; Jonathan Lee, Mate; William Walker, Adjutant ; 

Gerrard Fitch, Quartermaster. 
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NAMES or THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE SIXTEENTH REGIMEJST OF FOOT^ IN THE SERVICE OF THE UNITED 

COLONIES, JANUARY 1, 1776. 

Field- Officers. — Paul D. Sargeant, Colonel ; Michael Jackson, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jonathan W. Austin, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Frederick Pope, - - - 
William Scott, - - - 
Asa Barnes, - - - - 
John Vinton, - - - - 
James Perry, - - - - 
James Keith, - - - - 
Thomas Farrington, - - 
John Wyley, - - - - 


Isaac Fuller, - - - - 


Zacheus Thayer, - - - 


Isaiah Fuller. 
Josiah Monroe. 
Matthew Macumber. 
Thomas Hartshorn. 
Benjamin Snow. 
Osgood Carleton. 
Richard Welch. 
Aldrich Wyley. 


Ephraim Cleveland, - - 
Silas Hollis, - - - - 
Jonathan Drowne, - - 
David Chandler, - - - 
Nathaniel Doubleday, 
William Scott, - - - 


Aaron Stratten, - - - 
Ichabod Houlbrook, - - 
Peter Dolliver, - - - 
David Thomas, - - - 
Moody Dustin, - - - 
Timothy Whiting, - - 



Staff- Officers.- 



Chaplain ; John Romans, Surgeon ; . . 
Osgood Carleton, Quartermaster. 



Mate ; Peter Dolliver, Adjutant ; 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field-Officers. — Jedediah Huntington, Colonel; Joel Clark, Lieutenant-Colonel; Elihu Humphreys, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


. . — . _i 

ENSIGNS. 


Ahram Tyler, - - - - 
Caleb Trowbridge, - • 
Joseph Jewitt, - - - 
Jonathan Brewster, - - 
Ozias Bissett, - - - - 
Elihu Hubbard, - - - 
Timothy Perciva], - - 
Ebenezer Fitch Bissett, - 


Solomon Orcutt, - - - 
Zebediah Farnum, - - 
Jabez Fitch, - - - - 
Simeon Huntington, - - 
Abraham Wright, - - - 
Jonathan Gillet, - - - 
Nathaniel Gove, - - - 
William Peck, - - - 


Aaron Hale, - - - - 
Thomas Fanning, - - - 
John Harris, - - - - 
Ebenezer Perkins, - - 
Solomon Makepeace, - - 
Thomas Haydon, - - - 
Simeon Newell, - - - 
John Humphreys, - - 


Cornelius Higgins. 
Anthony Bradford. 
John Kinsman. 
Joshua Tracy. 
Joseph Chapman. 
Elihu Lyman. 
Joel Gillet. 
Moses Goodman. 



Staff- Officers. — John Ellis, Chaplain ; John Waddo, Surgeon ; Silas Holmes, Mate ; William Peck, Adjutant ; Thomas 

Fanning, Quartermaster. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE EIGHTEENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — Edmund Phinney, Colonel; Samuel March, Lieutenant-Colonel; Jacob Brown, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Wentworth Stewart, - - 
Hart Williams, - - - 
John Rice, - - - - 
Abraham Tyler, - - - 
Tobias Fernald, - - - 
Jeremiah Hill,- - - - 
Silas Wild, - - - - 
Nathan Watkins, - - - 


Jonathan Sayer, - - - 
William McClannen, - - 
Bartholomew York, - - 
Elisha Mersowey, - - 
James Donnell, - - - 
William Boden, - - - 
Daniel Merrill, - - - 
Silas Burbank, - - - 


Josiah Jenkins, - - - 
Carey McClennen, - - 
Crispus Graves, - - - 
Edward Millickin, - - 
George Smith, - - - 
Moses Banks, - - - - 
William Frost, - - - 
Jacob Lyon, - - - - 


Arcbelaus Lewis. 
John Perkins. 
Austin Alden. 
Solomon Mersowey. 
Henry Sevvell. 
Samuel Stubbs. 
John Pray. 
Peter Brown. 



Staff- Officers. — 



Chaplain; Samuel Adams, Surgeon ; John Sprague, Mate ; George Smith, Adjutant; 
Moses Banks, Quartermaster. 



NAMES OT THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE NINETEENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — Charles Webb, Colonel ; Street Hall, Lieutenant-Colonel; John Brooks, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Joseph Hait, - - - 
Nathaniel Tuttle, - - - 
Edward Shipman, - - 
Isaac Bostwick, - - - 
Peter Perrott, - - - - 
Eli Leavensworth, - - 
William Hull, , - - - 
Nathan Hale, - - - - 


Joseph Allen Wright, 
Eli Catlin, 

John Yates, - - - - 

Samuel Hurlbut, - - - 
Cliarles Pond, - - - - 
Robert Lewis, - - - 
John Shumway, - - - 
Alpheus Chapman, - - 


Reuben Scofield, - - - 
Jesse Grunt, - - - - 
Nathan Whittlesey, - - 
Elisha Bostwick, - - - 
Samuel Sandford, - - - 
Charles Webb, Jun., - - 
William Clark, - - - 
John Elderkin, - - - 


Stephen Betts. 
Amos Johnson. 
Selah Benton. 
Amos Bostwick. 
William Smith. 
John Bull. 
Charles Whittlesey. 
George Hurlbut. 



Staff- Officers. — . 
Fourth Series. 



. Chaplain; Francis Fogues, Surgeon; Rossiter, Male; Charles Webb, Jun., Adjutant;, 

John Elderkin, Quartermaster. 

-Vol. iv. 41 



643 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, JANUARY, 1776. 



644 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICKRS IN THE TWENTIETH REGIMENT OF FOOT, IN THE SERVICE OF THE UNITED 

COLONIES, JANUARY 1, 1776. 

. . . Colonel ; John Durkee, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas Knowlton, Major. 



Field- Officers. — 



CAPTAINS. 



Ephraim Manning, 
Jedediah Waterman, 
Thomas Dyer, 
Thomas Grovenor, 
Stephen Brown, - 
John Keyes, - - 
Wills Clift, - - 
John Robertson, - 



FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 



Nathaniel Webb, 
Ebenezer Gray, 
Daniel Tilden, 
James Sprague, 
Samuel Brown, 
William Adams, 
Daniel Putnam, 
Beriah Bell, - 



SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 



Nathaniel Bishop, 

John Waterman, - - 

James Holt, - - - 
Benjamin Durkee, 

Seth Phelps, - - - 

Josiah Fuller, - - - 
Jonathan Woodworth, 

Robert Hal lam, - - 



ENSIGNS. 



Bryant Brown. 
Waters Clark. 
Benjamin Durkee, Jun. 
Timothy Cleveland. 
Silas Goodale. 
John Buel. 
John Alden. 
John Durkee. 



Staff- Officers.— Abiel Leonard, Chaplain ; John Spalding, Surgeon ; . 

Ebenezer Grey, Quartermaster. 



Mate ; Daniel Tilden, Adjutant ; 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TWENTY-FIRST REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — Jonathan Ward, Colonel ; Benjamin Tupper, Lieutenant-Colonel ; . . . Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Josiah Fay, - - - - 
James Millen, - - - - 
Daniel Barnes, - - - 
Jonas Hubbard, - - - 
William King, ... 
Samuel Bartlett, - - - 
Earl Clapp, - - - - 
Jonathan Allen, - - - 


Ebenezer Cleaveland, 
Nahum Ward, - - - 
William Boyd, - - - 
Elihu Lyman, - - - - 

Job Alverd, - - - - 
Samuel Allen, - - - - 
Jesse Sturtevant, - - - 
Joshua Benson, - - - 


Baxter How, - - - - 

Samuel Shelden, - - - 
James Hart, - - - - 
Obadiah Mann, - - - 
William Watson, - - - 
William Ashby, - - - 
George Dunham, - - - 
Jacob Pope, - - - - 


Jonathan Champney. 
Samuel Clafflin. 
Henry Brigham. 
John Kennedy. 
Simeon Hurlburt. 
Daniel Johnson. 
Samuel Edred. 
Eliha Root. 



Staff- Officers.— 



Chaplain; Samuel Crosby, Surgeon; William Prentice, Mate; James Hart, Adjutant; 
William Boyd, Quartermaster. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TWENTY-SECOND REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — Samuel Wyllys, Colonel; Rufus Putnam, Lieutenant-Colonel; Levi Wells, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Abel Pettibone, - - - 
Jedediah Hyde, - - - 


Henry Champun, - - - 
Nathaniel Humphrys, 
Ebenezer Huntington, 


Warren Huntley, - - - 
Jonathan Pettibone, - - 
Eliphalet King, - - - 
Dudley Wright, - - - 
Roger Hooker, - - - 
Charles Butler, - - - 
Elias Stillwell, - - - 
Bezalled Ackley, - - - 


Richard Duff. 
Benjamin Adams. 
Thomas Phelps. 
Jonathan Heart. 
Hezekiah Hubbard. 
Charles Miller. 
Thomas Hander. 
Samuel Richards. 


Ebenezer Sumner, - - 
Samuel Wright, - - - 
Hezekiah Holdridge, - -- 
Amasa Mills, - - - - 


Robert Warner, - - - 
Stephen Goodrick, - - 
Charles Whiting, - - - 
Marcus Cole, - - - - 



Staff- Officers. — John Ellis, Chaplain ; 



Beardsley, Surgeon ; John Richard Watrout, Mate ; Charles 



Whiting, Adjutant; Simeon Belding, Quartermaster. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field-Officers. — John Bailey, Colonel; John Jacobs, Lieutenant-Colonel; Josiah Hayden, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Peleg Wadsworth, - - 
John Bridgham, - - - 
Samuel Bradford, - - - 
Joshua Jacobs, - - - 
Eleazer Hamlen, - - - 
William Reed, - - - 
Elijah Crooker, - - - 
Jacob Allen, - - - - 


Seth Drew, - - - - 

Edward Sparrow, - - - 
Judah Alden, - - - - 
Atwood Mott, - - - - 
Isaac Pope, - - - - 
Prince Stetson, - - - 
Abner Hayward, - - - 
Amos Shaw, - - - - 


Nathan Sears, - - - - 
Joshua Thomas, - - - 
Samuel Loring, - - - 
Zachariah Watkins, - - 
Charles Church, - - - 
John Leavet, - - - - 
Adams Bailey, - - - 
Luther Bailey, - - - 


Robert Bradford, 
John Bridgham, Jun. 
Joseph Wadsworth. 
Thomas Webb. 
Thomas Weeden. 
Benjamin Shaw. 
John Cotton. 
Job Bryant. 



Staff- Officers. — 



Chaplain; Lemuel Gushing, Surgeon ; John Thomas, Mate; Joshua Thomas, 
Adjutant; Luther Bailey, Quartermaster. 
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NAMES OP THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TWENTY-FOURTH REGIMENT OF FOOT, IN THE SERVICE OF THE 

UNITED COLONIES, JANUARY 1, 1776. 

Field- Officers. — John Greaton, Colonel; Joseph Vose, Lieutenant-Colonel; Jonathan Loring, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Elijali Vose, - - - - 
William Bent,- - - - 
Edward Payson Williams, 
Joseph Guild, - - - - 
Moses Whiting, - - - 
Charles Cushing, - - - 
Abner Crafts, - - - - 
Jacob Goold, - - - - 


Aaron Paine, - - - - 
Matthew Fairfield, - - 
Samuel Foster, - - - 

Daniel Pillsbury, - - - 
Nathaniel Niles, - - - 
Joseph Williams, - - - 
Elijah Shaw, - - - - 


Nathan Rice, - - - - 
Isaiah Bussey, - - - 
John Lucas, - - - - 
Joshua Gould, ... 
Peter Page, .... 
Benjamin Beals, - - - 

Bill Vose, 

William Harmon, - - - 


Benjamin Talbott. 
William Kirkpatrick. 
Thomas Cheney. 
Eliphalet Thorp. 
John Jones. 
John Lincoln. 
Samuel Wales. 
Err Cushing. 



Staff- Officers.- 



Chaplain ; Eliphalet Doivner, Surgeon ; Amos Holbrook, Mate ; Nathan Rice, 
Adjutant ; Bill Vose, Quartermaster. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TWENTY-FIFTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — William Bond, Colonel; lchabod Alden, Lieutenant-Colonel; Nathaniel Cudivorth, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Josiah Harris, - - - - 


Bartholomew Trow, - - 


Jedediah Thayer, - - 


James Berry. 
Thomas Hunt. 


Abijah Childe, - - - 


Joshua Swann, ... 


Abraham Hunt, - - - 


Phineas Cook, - - - 


Peter Hobert, - - - - 


Jonathan Clark, - - - 


John Pownall. 


Nathan Fuller, - - - 


Nathan Smith, - - - 


John George, - - - 


Isaac Gage. 


Nailer Hatch, .... 


Nathan Eaton, - - - 


John Veazie, - - - - 


Elisha Cox. 


Moses Draper, - - - 


Jacob Haskins, - - - 


Job Sumner, - - - - 


Charles Ward. 


Daniel Egery, - - - 


Solomon Bowman, - - 


John Peckins, - - - - 


Thomas Marshall. 


Thomas Mayhew, - - 


Benjamin Warren, - - 


William Curtis, - - - 


Josiah Cotton. 



Staff- Officers.— Ebenezer David, Chaplain; John Pitcher, Surgeon ; William Vinal, Mate; Abraham Hunt, Adjutant, 

John Peckins, Quartermaster. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TWENTY-SIXTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers.— Loammi Baldwin, Colonel; James Wesson, Lieutenant-Colonel; Daniel Wood, Major. 



Staff- Officers.— 



CAPTAINS. 


FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Thomas Mighill, - - - 
Thomas Cogswell, - - 
Richard Dodge, - - - 
Isaac Sherman, - - - 
John Wood, - - - - 
Barnabas Dodge, - - - 
Ezra Badlam, - - - - 
Joseph Pettingale, - - 


Mark Cressey, ... 
Moses Duston, - - - 
Paul Dodge, - - - - 
Caleb Robinson, - - - 
Abraham Child, - - - 
Joseph Cheever, - - - 
Samuel Carr, - - - - 
Samuel Thompson, - - 


Amos Bailey, - - - - 
Amos Cogswell, - - - 
Michael Farley, - - - 
Micah Hoit, - - - - 
Nathan Dix, - - - - 
Joseph Knight, • - - 
John Noyes, .... 
John Woodward, - - - 


Caleb Clap. 
James Walker. 
Abijah Hastings. 
Ebenezer Light. 
Sylvanus Wood. 
Joseph Edes. 
Wadleigh Noyes. 
Joseph Walker. 



Chaplain; David Jones, Surgeon ; Aaron Putnam, Mate ; John Woodward, 
Adjutant; Michael Farley, Quartermaster. 



NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS IN THE TWENTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT OF FOOT. 

Field- Officers.— Israel Hutchinson, Colonel; Benjamin Holden, Lieutenant-Colonel; Ezra Putnam, Major. 



CAPTAINS. 



Benjamin Kimball, 

Ezra Newhall, - - 

Enoch Putnam, - - 

Nathan Browne, - - 

John Lowe, - - - 

Addison Richardson, - 

Billy Porter, - - - 

John Baker, - - - 



FIRST LIEUTENANTS. 



Ephraim Emerton, 
Archelaus Bachelder, 
Job Whipple, - - - 
Thomas Downing, 
Nathaniel Cleaves, - 
Francis Cox, - - - 
Haffieild White, - - 
John Peirce, - - - 



SECOND LIEUTENANTS. 



Tarrant Putnam, - 
Frederick Bree,d, - 
Benjamin Gardner, 
Thomas White, - 
Joseph Herrick, - 
David Poor, - - 
Samuel Cutter, 
Jonathan Trash, - 



ENSIGNS. 



Elisha Hutchinson. 
John Watts. 
John Tucker. 
Gibson Clough. 
Luke Roundy. 
Jeremiah Putnam. 
Eliphalet Perley. 
Ezekiel Cooper. 



Staff-Officers.— Isaac Mansfield, Jun., Chaplain; Thomas Welch, Surgeon ; Nathaniel Oliver, Mate ; Tarrant Put- 
nam, Adjutant. 

# 
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TO THE SOLDIERS OF MASSACHUSETTS-BAT, WHO ARE NOW 
IN ARMS AGAINST THE LAWS OF THEIR COUNTRY. 

Boston, January 11, 1776. 

My Fellow- Citizens : 

You have been addressed, by the General Officers of 
the Continental Army, as fellow-soldiers, and with that in- 
sinuating art which was designed to move your passions. 
1 would not draw your attentions from it, provided you 
will devote your cooler moments to a dispassionate consi- 
deration of its subject-matter. 

Suffer me, on my part, to address you as fellow-citizens ; 
for I cannot have such dishonourable thoughts of you as 
to suppose that, when you put on the soldier, you then 
put off the citizen. Citizens most of you were ; you en- 
joyed the comforts of domestick life, you lately followed 
your different occupations, and reaped the profits of a quiet 
and peaceable industry ; and I hope in God that you may 
yet do it, without any disturbance to your innocent wives 
and children. But, in the late courses of your lives, you 
must not only have given great uneasiness to your families, 
but, I dare to say, that all of you were not quite free from 
uneasiness in your own minds. I know, my dear coun- 
trymen, that many of you have been drove to take up 
arms against your Sovereign and the laws of the happiest 
Constitution that ever human beings were blest with ; some 
through the necessities incident to human nature, and 
others by that compulsion which the malevolent and am- 
bitious arts of your leaders have made necessary to de- 
ceive you with, in order to screen themselves from that 
vengeance which the injured laws of society had devoted 
them to. Many a tear of pity have I dropped for you and 
for the fate of my country ; and many moi-e tears I fear 
that I shall be forced to shed for the wrath which awaits 
you from an offended Heaven and an injured Government. 
Many of your associates have already quilted the field of 
battle, to appear before that solemn tribunal, where the 
plea of the united force of all the Colonies will be of no 
avail, to bribe the judgment, or avert the sentence, of an 
offended Deity. Some of them, in the agonies of death, 
sent messages to their friends to forbear proceeding any 
further, for they now found themselves in the wrong; 
others have repeatedly said, that an ambition of appearing 
something considerable, and that only, led them into re- 
bellion. And the unhappy leader in the fatal action at 
Charlestown, (who, from ambition, only, had raised him- 
self from a bare-legged milk boy to a Major-General of the 
Army,) although the fatal ball gave him not a moment for 
reflection, yet had said, in his life time, that he was deter- 
mined to mount over the heads of his coadjutors, and get 
to the last round of the ladder, or die in the attempt. Un- 
happy man 1 his fate arrested him in his career, and he 
can now tell whether pride and ambition are pillars strong 
enough to support the tottering fabrick of rebellion. 

But, not to divert you from an attention to the Address 
of your officers, I would, rather, wish you to weigh it with 
exactness; and, after you have so done, if you then should 
think that it is belter to trample upon the laws of the mild- 
est Government upon earth, and throw off your allegiance 
to the most humane Sovereign that ever swayed a sceptre, 
and submit to a tyranny uncontrolled, either by the laws 
of God or man, then blame none but yourselves, if the 
consequences should be fatally bad to you and to your 
families. 

Your officers, my countrymen, have taken great pains 
to sooth and natter you, that you may not quit your posts 
and forsake them, until they have accomplished their am- 
bitious and desperate schemes. Your leaders know that 
they have plunged themselves into the bowels of the most 
wanton and unnatural rebellion that ever existed ; they 
think that, by engaging numbers to partake in their guilt, 
they shall appear formidable, anrl that, by so numerous an 
appearance, the hand of justice will not dare to arrest 
them. Some of you know that this argument hath been 
frequently urged ; but you must know that much superior 
Powers than this Continent can boast of, have been con- 
quered by that Government which you are now at war 
with. 

Your officers tell you, that they have reduced the regi- 
menis from thirty-eight to twenty-six, and assign, as a rea- 
son, that many officers, from a puny habit of body, found 
themselves incapable of fulfilling the duty of their station, 



have been obliged to absent themselves from their posts, 
and, consequently, the duty has fallen very heavily upon 
those who remained. Whether this is a true reason or 
not, some of you can tell. Be it so or not, why, then, 
not appoint others? Are none of yon fit for officers, but 
those who absented themselves from their posts? You, 
generally, took up arms about the same time, and I dare 
to say, that many of you were as well qualified for com- 
missions as those who left their posts. 

Another reason they sooth you with, for disbanding twelve 
regiments, is, that the vast expense of attending the main- 
tenance of so many regiments might have disabled the 
Continent from persevering in its resolution of defending 
their liberties, if the contest should be of any continuance. 
Surely, my countrymen, you cannot be deluded with such 
trifling pleas. Can this Continent, which undertakes to carry 
on a war with the power of Great Britain, be alarmed at 
a few millions of dollars? Their resources are boundless. 
The issuing of paper money is easily accomplished ; and, 
while you cannot be compelled to take it, the Continent 
can never be disabled from persevering in its resolutions. 
Unhappily for them, they have discovered to you what 
will be much for y ur interest to know, viz: that the vast 
expense of this civil war will be a burden too heavy for 
the shoulders of you or your posterity to bear. Consider 
that, already, three millions of dollars have been emitted 
in paper, and that four hundred and thirty-four thousand 
dollars, equal to nine hundred and seventy-six thousand 
pounds, old tenor, is assessed on the Province of the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, to redeem their part ; and how much more 
must be raised to carry on this unnatural war, which was 
commenced to gratify the pride and desperation of many 
of your leaders, time, alone, will discover. You have 
just entered the lists, but there is much yet to be done. 
To finish the mighty independent empire which they have 
planted for you, demands such resources as it will require 
one century to sponge away. Most of you have groaned 
under a tax of about two or three hundred thousand pounds, 
old tenor; but, when millions are thrown into the scale, 
they will press you down, never to rise more. 

Your officers tell you, that men who are possessed of a 
vivacity of disposition, though brave, and in all other re- 
spects unexceptionable, are totally unfit for service. This 
is a new doctrine, advanced to make good officers and sol- 
diers. It is a mystery, which I leave to that dulness and 
stupidity which your officers have complimented you with, 
to unravel. The meaning of it you are best acquainted 
with ; but it puts me in mind of what I have heard from 
the mouth of an arch traitor, who was disappointed in his 
expectations of the promotions of his near relations, viz: 
That the people were a set of d — d stupid asses, and were 
fit only to be drove. 

You are further told, that the present campaign is far 
from a hard one. How hard you have worked, and how 
much duty you have done, you, yourselves, can tell best. 
Many who have seen your labours, have thought them 
great; and I am much inclined to believe that you have 
gone through some difficulty, especially when your officers, 
having forgot the popularity of this harangue, almost in 
the next breath tell you, that the post you at present oc- 
cupy was fortified and secured by infinite labour. It is an 
old and just maxim, my countrymen, that deceivers ought 
to have good memories. 

You are next addressed, in the invariable style, for years 
past, of newspapers and popular harangues, with the abuses 
of Ministers and Generals. This may keep up your spirits, 
for aught I know. Town-meeting oratory, I know, has fre- 
quently had this effect, till the spirit of it was evaporated, 
and then it flattened, so as to be quite insipid. They boast 
much of the attachment of Nova-Scotia and Canada to 
what they call your interest, as well as of the rest of the 
Continent. I give you one word of advice, and, as it is 
from a book which, it is said, you are fighting for, so I sup- 
pose that you will not totally disregard it. It is this: "Let 
not him that putteth on the harness boast as he that put- 
teth it off." But as to the success of union, which you have 
met with, the same book says, that rebellion is as the sin 
of witchcraft. It is so, my countrymen, in a double sense; 
for, in the first place, no person, but one who was bewitched, 
would run the risk of engaging in a rebellion ; and, in the 
next place, (which is the true meaning of the words,) as 
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witchcraft is renouncing the authority of God Almighty, 
and applying to the Devil, so rebellion is withdrawing 
allegiance from a lawful Sovereign, overturning his laws and 
government, and joining will) a power inimical to him. 

You are also told that, as the Southern Provinces have 
ever placed the greatest confidence in your zeal and valour, 
they did not think it necessary to raise any bodies in the 
other Provinces for this particular service. Do you be- 
lieve, my countrymen, that any of the Massachusetts offi- 
cers were concerned in drawing this Address to you ? If 
so, beware of them, before it is too late. I will not be- 
lieve it. It surely must be drawn by some of your foreign 
officers, whom you have disgraced yourselves by suffering 
them to command you, when you had men of your own Pro- 
vince who were, at least, equal to them, and who would 
have more naturally cared for you. But you may have 
felt, the ill consequence of it even now, and it may be too 
late for redress. The true English of it runs thus: The 
Massachusetts have a different interest from the rest of the 
Continent ; they are a set of brave, hardy dogs, and are 
always encroaching upon their neighbours, and ought to be 
humbled ; and, when we have established our indepen- 
dency, we shall have much (o fear from them. Let us, 
therefore, make them the mercenaries ; they will sacrifice 
every thing for money ; we can pay them in paper, which 
they are so fond of; by engaging them for soldiers, they 
will get knocked in the head ; their wives and children will 
be ruined ; and, when we have established our empire, we 
shall have nothing to fear from them ; they will become an 
easy prey to the rest of the Provinces, and we can parcel 
them out among us as we may think proper. 

The remainder of your officers' Address to you, I leave 
to your own remarks. It is so full of compliment and 
flattery, in order to catch your passions, that I cannot help 
blushing for you; and if you are caught by it, I shall then 
pity you, and you will blush for yourselves. 

That you may not plead ignorance, in justification of 
yourselves, in case the fate of war should be against you, 
I will now let you into the origin and progress of the pub- 
lick disorders which, for many years past, have sickened 
the state of this Province, and, at last, hath terminated in 
a most unnatural and ungrateful rebellion. I am per- 
suaded, my countrymen, that you are ignorant of the true 
rise of your disorders ; the aim of your leaders hath been 
to keep you in ignorance; they knew that your ignorance 
was their protection. Had you known their views, you 
would not only have spurned at the thought of overturning 
the Constitution, but I venture to say, that some of you 
would have dragged them to the bar of justice, there to 
have received that punishment which now awaits them, 
and I wish that you, yourselves, may not be involved in, 
as partakers in their crimes. The history runs thus, and 
every page of it is capable of ample proof. 

Know, then, for many years past, this Province hath 
been deeply immersed in the smuggling business. Per- 
haps some of you are ignorant, though I am sure all of 
you are not, of the meaning of smuggling business. 1 will 
tell you what it means; it is an importation of goods con- 
trary to the laws of the society to which we belong ; it is 
a defrauding the King of those dues which the law hath 
granted to him, which fraud is equal, in criminality, to the 
injuring of a private person ; it is a violation of the laws 
of Christianity ; it is injuring, and, perhaps, ruining, our 
neighbour; in short, when it is thoroughly engaged in, it 
naturally tends, by degrees, to the effacing every senti- 
ment of virtue. This is a description of the smuggling 
business ; and it is here where I fix the sudden rise of the 
present rebellion. 

In order to evade those laws against unlawful trade, 
those who were concerned in it, exerted themselves to de- 
feat them. Unluckily for the Government, at that junc- 
ture, a person, who had a long while been hunting after 
preferment, was disappointed of his game ; on which, a 
friend of his, who was versed in the law, vowed revenge ; 
be swore that he would set the Province in a flame, if he 
died in the attempt. He fulfilled his oath, and burnt his 
fingers, to such a degree, that he hath irrecoverably lost 
the use of them. Remember, my countrymen, that there 
is one sort of flame, that consumes not only a man's pro- 
perty, but also a man's understanding, and ruins, very 
often, his posterity, also. This man's adroitness in law 



was thought necessary to be engaged in the cause of de- 
feating acts of Parliament. He was engaged, and he had 
shrewdness enough to start a thought which, artfully pur- 
sued, hath, generally, its expected effect in all popular 
commotions. He said, that it was necessary to inlist a 
Black regiment in their service; the bait was snapped at, 
and many ministers of the Gospel, too, (too many for 
the honour of the Christian religion,) joined in the cry. 
The press then routed out its libels ; the sacred desk, 
which ought to have been devoted to the doctrines and 
precepts of the Prince of Peace, rang its changes on Go- 
vernment, and sounded the trumpet of sedition and rebel- 
lion. Boys, who had just thrown away their satchels, and 
who could scarcely read English, mounted the pulpit, and 
ventured to decide on matters which had puzzled the sages 
of the law. Nay, they could not.be contented to decide 
controversies of law, in their harangues to their audiences, 
but must show their parts jn their solemn addresses to the 
Supreme Bting, telling Him who had been guilty of murder, 
where the law had pronounced the supposed crime to be only 
self-defence ; and some of them even debased the sacred 
character, by setting on the rabble, in the publick street, 
to insult a person who was obnoxious to the leaders of the 
mob. At the same time, a notorious defaulter, who had 
pocketed a large sum of the publick moneys, in order to 
screen himself, took it into his head to mouth it for pa- 
triotism ; and, by artful wiles and smooth demeanour, he 
talked the people out of their understandings, and per- 
suaded them to give him a discharge from the debt, on ac- 
count of his patriotism. This man, whom, but a day 
before, hardly any one would have trusted with a shilling, 
and whose honesty they were jealous of, now became the 
confidant of the people. With his oily tongue, he duped 
a man whose brains were shallow and pockets deep, and 
ushered him to the publick as a patriot, too. He filled his 
head with importance, and emptied his pockets, and, as a 
reward, hath kicked him up the ladder, where he now pre- 
sides over the Twelve United Provinces, and where they 
both are at present plunging you, my countrymen, into the 
depths of distress. Libertinism, riot, and robbery, soon 
became the effects of this sort of publick spirit; houses 
were plundered and demolished ; persons were beat, 
abused, tarred and feathered ; courts of justice were in- 
sulted ; the pillars of Government were destroyed ; and 
no way to escape the torrent of savage barbarity but by 
paying obeisance to the sovereign mandates of a mob. 
Garrets were crowded with patriots; mechanicks and law- 
yers, porters and clergymen, huddled promiscuously into 
them ; their decisions were oracular, and from thence they 
poured out their midnight reveries. They soon determined 
to form an independent empire. Yes, my countrymen, I 
assure you that this independent empire, which you are 
now assisting those pretended patriots to erect, was formed 
above seven years ago, though I dare say that most of you 
are ignorant of the black design. And one of the patriots, 
(peace be to his manes !) openly avowed it, and declared 
that a valuation had been taken of the estates in the town 
of Boston, which, he supposed, would be destroyed by 
the naval power of Great Britain; and that all the friends 
of licentiousness were to be reimbursed out of the estates 
of the friends to Government. 

The patriots were determined to humble Great Britain; 
and, as a first step, they promoted a Non-Importation Agree- 
ment, at the same time that the wealthy and artful among 
them had large quantities of goods by them, by the ad- 
vanced sale of which they made fortunes, and ruined the 
small traders. They promised to send their new-imported 
goods back to England; and, instead thereof, their trunks 
were crowded with billets of wood, shavings, and brick- 
bats, (to the eternal disgrace of this Province,) when they 
were opened in England. Some of the patriots carried 
about papers of subscription against importing goods froin 
England; and washing-women and porters, in order to 
swell the list, made their marks, (for write they could not,) 
that they would not import coaches or chariots from home. 
When they were told of the impropriety of such a conduct, 
and that the scheme would have no effect, they replied, 
that they were sensible of it, but Great Britain would be 
scared by it. They hired mercenaries in England to cabal 
and write for them, and raise an insurrection. When they 
were told that Great Britain would be roused, they said 
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that she was not to be dreaded ; that she had neither men 
nor money ; that there was more money in the Colonies 
than in England; that, if she should resent it, the Colo- 
nies would not pay her the millions that were due to her. 
Not content with this insult, the General Assembly dis- 
avowed any observance of Acts of Parliament. Great 
Britain, with her usual lenity, pitied our infatuation, till 
she was, at last, forced to send troops to support civil Go- 
vernment; those troops we were then to destroy, and we 
did our best to destroy them, but felt the fatal consequence 
of the attempt. Our violences at last rose to such a 
height, that injured sovereignty and an insulted Govern- 
ment have been roused to assert their authority, in order 
to curb as wanton and wicked a rebellion as ever raged in 
any Government upon earth. 

Thus, my countrymen, I have very shortly stated to 
you, the rise and progress of the present rebellion. I be- 
lieve that many, if not most of you, were insensible of the 
ambitious views of your leaders. I do not think that you 
were so devoid of virtue as to rush into so horrid a crime 
at one leap ; for, let me tell you, that it is the highest crime 
that a member of society can be guilty of, and the punish- 
ment annexed to it is nothing less than a forfeiture of estate 
and life. Your leaders have deceived you into what they 
do not believe themselves ; they were desperate themselves, 
and they have involved you in their own just doom. They 
tell you your properties and religion are at stake: your 
ministers tell you so too ; and I know that you are too apt 
to take all they say for gospel. But pray, what danger is 
your religion in ? Why, it is said, that Popery is established 
in Canada, and will be established here. No, my country- 
men ! Popery is not established in Canada, let your teach- 
ers and leaders assert it never so roundly ; it is only in- 
dulged to the Roman Catholicks there. Your Continental 
Congress says God and nature have given them a right to 
the enjoyment of their religion ; it is what they capitulated 
for with General Amherst; it is what the just, the humane 
King George the Third, confirmed to them. This is the 
King whom you so lately professed allegiance to, in oppo- 
sition to the Parliament ; not considering that it was by acts 
of Parliament that the Crown was placed upon his head, 
and on the heads of his predecessors. It seems, indeed, 
that your leaders have more lately found out that it is neces- 
sary to deny the authority of the King, as they have been 
daring in denying that of his Parliament. Witness their 
late Thanksgiving Proclamation, which concludes with a 
"God save the People," instead of the heretofore invariable 
"God save the King." Will it not suffice your leaders to 
mock the King, but they must mock Heaven also? Read 
it over; view the cloven foot of one of your spiritual guides 
peeping out, whose pen fabricated the mockery, and whose 
foot has many a time trod the recesses of rebellion with the 
cabal, and I dare to say, that had it not been for his mole- 
like, underground cunning and priestcraft, that this, once 
over-happy, but now miserably distracted Province, had not 
been so soon involved in distress. 

I would ask you, also, my countrymen, how your pro- 
perties are at stake? You will, doubtless, tell me, that acts 
of Parliament have been made to oblige you to pay duties 
upon various articles. Be it so. Why then do you pur- 
chase articles that are to pay duties ? Why then did you 
not petition, in a constitutional manner, to have those acts 
repealed ? The British Parliament never assumed to them- 
selves^ infallibility; and many a time have they repealed 
American acts, when they have been convinced that the 
enforcement of them was incompatible with the mutual in- 
terest. It is true, your leaders did petition ; but in such an 
unconstitutional manner, that it was below the dignity, and 
contrary to the system of the English Government, to hear 
such petitions ; and this your leaders knew must be the fate 
of them; and this method they planned, in order to effect 
their independence, and make themselves of that impor- 
tance to you which they now appear in. But you can 
have no just plea for entering so deeply into opposition 
against the parent state. You may know, if you please, 
that King Charles the First granted to our ancestors a 
charter; you may call it a compact, if you please, loo; 
and, if it be so, the argument will be much against you ; for 
jn that you compacted to pay duties after a short term of 
years, and you have been fulfilling your compact by pay- 
ing duties for above an hundred years past ; till of late, the 



scandalous smuggling business reared its front against the 
laws, and brought the state into its present distraction. 
You have been told, also, that your land was to be taxed, 
and that you were to be brought into Lordships. This, I 
know, hath been artfully propagated among you, and I dare 
assert it to be groundless. There is too much justice and 
benignity in the English Government to advance such a 
scheme; and, supposing that they had it in their idea to do 
it, so violent an opposition ought to have been suspended, 
at least, till the scheme had been brought into action ; it js 
like one man's cutting another's throat, lest the other might 
possibly injure his grandchildren. 

I am loath to detain you any longer, my countrymen, 
from sober reflection. For God's sake, for your own sakes, 
for your wives' and children's sake, pause a moment, and 
weigh the event of this unnatural civil war. You have 
roused the British Lion ; you have incensed that Power 
which hath crushed much greater Powers than you can 
boast of, and hath done it without your aid too. Great 
Britain is not so distressed for men or money as some 
would make you believe. Your conduct hath raised the 
resentment of the greatest Powers in Europe, and she may, 
if she pleases, accept of their proffered aid. But your 
priests and your leaders tell you otherwise ; and I will just 
put the case, that, supposing Heaven in righteous judgment, 
should suffer you to conquer; look forward then to the fatal 
consequences of your conquest. You will be conquered by 
an army of your own raising ; and then your dreaded slavery 
is fixed ; the ambition and desperation of your leaders will 
then demand the fruit of all their toils. Turn back a few 
pages of the English history; read the account of the civil 
wars of the last century; and view the triumph, and absolute 
sway of that tyrant Cromwell; he, like some of your lead- 
ers, began with humoring the enthusiasm of the times, and 
ended the parricide of his country. Let me suppose again, 
as you vainly imagine, that this will not be the case, and 
that when you have conquered, you will then beat all your 
swords into ploughshares ; how long do you think it will 
be before you are obliged to change sides, and beat your 
ploughshares into swords again ? You will then have 
twelve or fourteen Colonies to form into an independent 
empire. Where then is to be the seat of empire? Surely 
the Massachusetts- Bay hath the best title to precedence ; 
they begun the rebellion, and they have the best title to 
reward. Do you think that the other Colonies cannot fur- 
nish as artful demagogues as this Province can ? Do not 
imagine that we are the men, and that wisdom is to die 
with us. We shall be cantoned out into petty States; we 
shall be involved in perpetual wars, for an inch or two of 
ground ; our fertile fields will be deluged with blood ; our 
wives and children be involved in the horrid scene ; foreign 
Powers will step in and share in the plunder that remains, 
and those who are left to tell the story will be reduced to a 
more abject slavery than that which you now dread. The 
Colonies are too jealous of each other to remain long in a 
state of friendship. 

I will now, my fellow-citizens, change the scene, to a 
more eligible view for your interest, and suppose it possible, 
(though you do not think it so,) that Great Britain can 
conquer you, and that, instead of being victors, you may be 
subjects again. You will then have the mildest Govern- 
ment to live under — a Government to be envied by the rest 
of mankind, and whose only unhappiness is, that it is too 
apt to abuse that liberty which God and the Constitution 
hath blessed it with. She hath been loath to call you con- 
quered ; she hath, like an over fond parent, indulged your 
peevishness, and withheld her resentment until she hath felt 
the smart of her indulgence; she is now roused, but her 
resentment is tempered with mildness. He whom you for- 
merly acknowledged for your Sovereign, drops the tear of 
pity for you, in his late speech from the Throne — a speech 
so attempered with paternal pity, Royal firmness of mind, 
and sentiment of dignity, as distinguishes the speaker as the 
father of his country, and the ornament of human nature. 
Clemency he is distinguished for : he is revered for his 
humanity; but his soul is impressed with too much magnani- 
mity to suffer his laws, and the rights of his subjects, to be 
trampled under the foot of rebellion ; he holds out the 
sceptre of mercy, that bright gem of his Royal dignity, for 
you to embrace ; but if you choose to kiss the rod of his jus- 
tice, be you yourselves witnesses that it is not his choice. 
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Remember that Heaven punishes but to save. The God 
of heaven hath repeatedly checked rebellion, and our own 
history confirms its defeats. Rebellion is so odious in the 
eyes of all rational beings, that it is for the universal good 
that it should be suppressed ; it saps the foundation of moral 
virtue, and, therefore, it is for the general interest that all 
nature should rise in arms against it ; and I have not the 
least doubt, that Providence will arrest it in its career. 
When that time comes, complain not that you were not 
forewarned, and bear your own punishment without mur- 
muring. 

That you may seriously reflect on your own impending 
fate, and the fate of your wives and innocent children, 
before you take the deadly plunge, and that you may 
immediately retire from the precipice of ruin, is the friendly 
wish of your fellow-citizen, Z. Z. 

TO MESHECK WEARE. 

Portsmouth, January 11, 1776. 

Dear Sir: As the Committee chosen yesterday, by this 
town, are just going to Exeter, with a petition and remon- 
strance to the Congress, against their proceedings, I thought 
I would just inform you of it, for I think it gives a silly 
cast to all their doings. I hope they will not comply with 
their request. The objection was first started in the Com- 
mittee, at the Work-House, the night before last, and the 
town-meeting called yesterday. The meeting was very 
thin, not above forty or fifty persons in it ; every one in the 
meeting voted for it, though, I believe, they were actuated 
from different motives. They voted to send circular letters 
to all the towns, that they may remonstrate likewise. It was 
proposed, I think, by designing men, on purpose to make a 
division in the Colony, and I believe will go near to effect 
it, unless the wisdom of the Congress prevent it. 

I am, &.c, Veritas. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO MARYLAND DELEGATES IN CONGRESS. 

Jh Convention, held at Annapolis, in Maryland, Janu- 
ary 11, 1776. 

To the Honourable Matthew Tilghman, Esq., Thomas 
Johnson, Jun., Robert Goldsborough, William Paca, 
Samuel Chase, Thomas Stone, Robert Alexander, and 
John Rogers, Esquires. 

The Convention, taking into their most serious consi- 
deration the present state of the unhappy dispute between 
Great Britain and the United Colonies, think it proper to 
deliver you their sentiments, and to instruct you in certain 
points, relative to your conduct in Congress, as Represen- 
tatives of this Province. 

The experience we and our ancestors have had, of the 
mildness and equity of the English Constitution, under 
which we have grown up to, and enjoyed a stale of felici- 
ty, not exceeded among any people we know of, until the 
grounds of the present controversy were laid by the Mi- 
nistry and Parliament of Great Britain, has most strongly 
endeared to us that form of Government from whence 
these blessings have been derived, and makes us ardently 
wish for a reconciliation with the mother country, upon 
terms that may ensure to these Colonies an equal and per- 
manent freedom. 

To this Constitution we are attached, not merely by 
habit, but by principle, being in our judgments persuaded 
it is, of all known systems, best calculated to secure the 
liberty of the subject — to guard against despotism on the 
one hand, and licentiousness on the other. 

Impressed with these sentiments, we warmly recommend 
to you, to keep constantly in your view the avowed end and 
purpose for which these Colonies originally associated— 
the redress of American grievances, and securing the rights 
of the Colonists. 

As upon the attainment of these great objects, we shall 
think it our greatest happiness to be thus firmly united to 
Great Britain, we think proper to instruct you, that should 
any proposition be happily made by the Crown or Parlia- 
ment, that may lead to or lay a rational and probable ground 
for reconciliation, you use your utmost endeavours to cul- 
tivate and improve it into a happy settlement and lasting 
amity, taking care to secure the Colonies against the exer- 
cise of the right assumed by Parliament, to tax them, and 



to alter and change their Charters, Constitutions, and inter- - 
nal polity, without their consent — powers incompatible with 
the essential securities of the lives, liberties, and properties 
of the Colonists. 

We further instruct you, that you do not, without the 
previous knowledge and approbation of the Convention of 
this Province, assent to any proposition to declare these 
Colonies independent of the Crown of Great Britain, nor 
to any proposition for making or entering into alliance 
with any foreign Power, nor to any union or confederation 
of these Colonies, which may necessarily lead to a sepa- 
ration from the mother country, unless, in your judgments, 
or in the judgments of any four of you, or a majority of 
the whole of you, (if all shall be then attending in Con- 
gress,) it shall be thought absolutely necessary for the 
preservation of the liberties of the United Colonies; and 
should a majority of the Colonies in Congress, against 
such, your judgment, resolve to declare these Colonies in- 
dependent of the Crown of Great Britain, or to make or 
enter into alliance with any foreign Power, or into any 
union or confederation of these Colonies, which may neces- 
sarily lead to a separation from the mother country, then 
we instruct you, immediately, to call the Convention of this 
Province, and repair thereto with such proposition and 
resolve, and lay the same before the said Convention, for 
their consideration ; and this Convention will not hold this 
Province bound by such majority in Congress, until the 
representative body of the Province, in Convention, assent 
thereto. 

Desirous as we are of peace with Great Britain, upon 
safe and honourable terms, we wish you, nevertheless, and 
instruct you to join with the other Colonies, in such mili- 
tary operations as may be judged proper and necessary for 
the common defence, until such a peace can be happily 
obtained. 

At the same time that we assure you we have an entire 
confidence in your abilities and integrity, in the discharge 
of the great trust reposed in you, we must observe to you, 
as our opinion, that, in the relation of constituent and repre- 
sentative, one principal security of the former is the right 
he holds to be fully informed of the conduct of the latter. 
We can conceive no case to exist in which it would be of 
more importance to exercise this right than the present, 
nor any in which we can suppose the representative would 
more willingly acquiesce in the exercise of it. We, there- 
fore, instruct you, that you move for, and endeavour to 
obtain, a resolve of Congress, that the votes given by the 
Colonies on every question agitated in Congress, shall 
appear upon the journals thereof; and if such resolve be 
obtained, that you, at the expense of this Province, pro 
cure copies of the said journals, except such parts thereof 
as relate to military operations and measures taken to pro- 
cure arms and ammunition, and, from time to time, lay the 
same before the Conventions of this Province, showing 
the part you, as Representatives of this Province, take in 
such questions. 

And we further instruct you to move for, and endeavour 
to obtain, a resolve of Congress, that no person who holds 
any military command in the Continental, or any Provin- 
cial regular forces, or marine service, nor any person who 
holds or enjoys any office of profit under the Continental 
Congress, or any Government assumed since the present 
controversy with Great Britain began, or which shall here 
after be assumed, or who directly or indirectly receives the 
profits of such command or office, shall, during the time of 
his holding or receiving the same, be eligible to sit in 
Congress. 

JOHN HANCOCK TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OP 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, January 12, 1776. 

Gentlemen: The repeated proofs which our enemies 
have given, of their rage and malice, leave no doubt that 
they will exert their utmost endeavours to effect our de- 
struction. Through the favour of Providence, our success 
in Canada has prevented them from employing the Savages 
against our frontiers. But as there is reason to apprehend 
they will attempt, in the Spring, to recover possession of 
that country, the Congress have resolved to support nine 
battalions for its defence this year: One of Canadians, 
under Colonel James Livingston; two, to be composed oi 
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those brave troops serving there — an honour due to their 
bravery and merit, to have an opportunity of defending a 
country which their valor has rescued from slavery; three 
from Pennsylvania and .New-Jersey, of which two are 
under marching orders ; and the remaining three to be 
raised to the eastward, viz: one in your Colony, one in 
Connecticut, and one in New-York ; as you see by the 
enclosed resolve. 

As the arrival of the troops in due time will greatly con- 
duce to the preservation of that country, and defeat the 
designs of our enemies, and, as the month of February, 
which is fast approaching, is the best, indeed, the only time 
before Summer, of crossing the Lakes, the Congress rely 
that you will, according to your usual zeal, exert your ut- 
most endeavours to have the battalions from your Colony 
raised and sent forward with all possible expedition. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, 
John Hancock, President. 

A battalion to consist of eight companies ; each company 
of one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Ser- 
geants, four Corporals, a Drum and Fife, and seventy-six 
Privates, Adjutant, Quartermaster, and Surgeon. 



REPRESENTATION OF THE FIELD-OFFICERS OF THE PENN- 
SYLVANIA BATTALIONS. 
[Read January II, 1776.] 
The Field-Officers of the four Battalions to be raised in 
Pennsylvania, beg leave to represent to Congress: That 
considerable inconveniences will arise from the battalions 
consisting of seven battalion companies, that number not 
answering for subdivisions, and rendering all the manoeuvres 
more difficult. They, therefore, request that another com- 
pany may be added to the battalion; or, if it should be 
thought that would increase their number too much, that 
the battalion companies be reduced to sixty-eight men 
each, in which mode there may be eight companies to a 
battalion, and a company oflight-infantry, without increa- 
sing the number of men to be raised by the present esta- 



blishment of Congress. 



Arthitr St. Clair, 
John Shee, 
Anthony Wayne, 
Lambert Caowallader, 
William Allen, Jun., 
Joseph Penrose, 
Joseph Wood, 
Henry Bickey. 



LORD STIRLING TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Elizabethtown, January 12, 1776. 

Sir: As the Continental Congress have put me under 
orders to march the two New-Jersey regiments, in their 
service, to the city of New- York, I must beg the favour of 
you to request the Committee of Safety for that Province 
to provide for their reception and quarters, and that they 
will be so obliging as to inform me when these will be in 
readiness. 

The one hundred fire-locks, which the New-York Con- 
gress have promised to furnish for my regiment, I hope 
are ready, and that they will forward them to me as soon 
as possible. 

I am informed that the enemies to American liberty are 
very busy on Stat en- Island, and that some dangerous move- 
ments are now going on among them. My situation here 
renders it convenient to me to disarm them, or to take 
and secure such as may be thought worthy of so much 
notice. When it is intimated to me that such a measure 
is necessary, it will be executed. 

You will see the absolute necessity of the utmost secrecy 
being observed in all these matters. 

I am, your most humble servant, Stirling. 

To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, New-York. 

P. S. T must beg the favour of a copy of this letter being 
returned to me. . 

THOMAS WICKES TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Huntington, January 12, 1776. 

Sir: We are to inform you we received the powder 
sent over by Colonel Drake, but Mr. Smith has not yet 



come, or sent for it. As there is a number of commissions 
wanting, please to convey them to us by the bearer, Mr. 
Piatt, or some other safe hand, viz : John Buffit, Captain ; 
Isaac Thompson, First Lieutenant ; Zebulon Ketcham, Se- 
cond Lieutenant ; Joseph Ketcham, Ensign, for the Fourth 
Company: Plait Veal, Captain ; Michel Heart , First Lieu- 
tenant ; Isaac Dennis, Second Lieutenant ; Jacob Conck- 
ling, Ensign, for the fifth company, all of the First Regi- 
ment. 

We are, sir, your humble servants, 

Thomas Wickes, Chairman. 
To Pierre Van Corilandt, Esq., Chairman, &c. 



GENERAL CARLETON TO GENERAL HOWE. 

Quebeck, January 12, 177S. 

Sir: The 5th of December, Mr. Montgomery took post 
at St. Croix, within less than two miles of Quebeck, with 
some field artillery; his heavy cannon were landed at Ca- 
prouge ; at the same time Arnold's party took possession 
of the other avenues leading to the town, and prevented 
all communication with the country. The 7th, a woman 
stole into town, with letters addressed to the principal 
merchants, advising them to an immediate submission, and 
promising a great indulgence in case of their compliance. 
Enclosed was a letter to me, in very extraordinary lan- 
guage, and a summons to deliver up the town; the mes- 
senger was sent to prison for a few days, and drummed 
out. 

To give more efficacy to these letters, five small mortars 
were brought to St. Roque's, and a battery of five cannon 
and one howitzer raised upon the heights, within about 
seven hundred yards of the walls. Soon after, Arnold 
appeared with a white flag, said he had a letter for me, 
but was refused admittance, and ordered to carry back his 
letter. 

After every preparatory stratagem had been used to in- 
timidate our wretched garrison, as Mr. Montgomery was 
pleased to call it, an assault was given the 31st of Decem- 
ber, between four and five of the morning, during a snow 
storm from the northeast. The alarm was general. From 
the side of the river St. Lawrence along the fortified front, 
round to the Bason, every part seemed equally threatened. 
Two real attacks took place upon the lower town : one 
under Cape-Diamond, led by Mr. Montgomery; the other 
by Mr. Arnold, upon the part called the Saut au Matelot. 
This, at first, met with some success, but, in the end, was 
stopped. A sally from the upper town, under Captain 
Laws, attacked their rear, and sent in many prisoners; 
Captain McDougal afterwards reinforced this party, and 
followed the Rebels into the post they had taken. Thus 
Mr. Arnold's corps (himself and a few others excepted, 
who were wounded and carried off early,) were completely 
ruined. They were caught, as it were, in a trap; we 
brought in their five mortars and one cannon. The other 
attack was soon repulsed, with slaughter ; Mr. Montgo- 
mery was left among the dead. 

The Rebels have on this assault between six and seven 
hundred men, and between forty and fifty officers, killed, 
wounded, and taken prisoners. We had only one lieu- 
tenant of the navy, doing duty as a captain in the garrison, 
and four rank and file, killed, and thirteen rank and file 
wounded ; two of the latter are since dead. 

You will be pleased to transmit a copy of my letter to 
the Secretary of State, by the first opportunity, for His Ma- 
jesty's information, &c. GjJT Carleton- 



MOVEMENTS OF THE BRITISH FLEET AT RHODE-ISLAND. 

Providence, January 20, 1776. 
On Friday, the 12th instant, Captain Wallace, with all 
the vessels under his command, consisting of twelve sail, 
came up the river from Newport, and at four o'clock, in the 
afternoon, landed about two hundred and fifty men on the 
Island of Prudence, where about forty or fifty of our men 
were stationed, under the command of Captain Pearce. 
They. were soon fired on by the enemy, which was return- 
ed with much spirit ; but Captain Pearce, finding the enemy 
greatly superior in number, retreated, and with his men 
went off the Island ; he had one man wounded and taken 
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prisoner, and, it is said, several of the enemy were killed 
and wounded. The enemy, about sun-set, burnt seven 
houses on the Island, which being discovered here, his 
Honour, the Deputy-Governour, General West, Colonels 
Richmond, Martin, and Cook, Captain Allen, and Captain 
Wells, immediately set out to send forces upon the Island, 
by way of Warren and Bristol; from the former of which 
places General West ordered fifty men, directing them to 
join such as should be collected at Warwick- Neck, and 
proceed to the Island. His Honour, with the General, 
then went to Bristol, and sent off Major Talman, with 
eighty men, in whale-boats, who landed about the dawn of 
day. Captain Barton, with a few men, had landed from 
Head-Quarters, but those at Warwick-Neck were not able 
to join them for want of boats. About nine o'clock in the 
morning the enemy landed about two hundred and fifty 
men, and attacked Lieutenant Car, who was stationed with 
a guard of forty men, to observe their motions ; the re- 
mainder of our men, about fifty in number, soon coming 
up, a smart engagement ensued, which lasted three hours. 
The enemy several times sent out flanking parties, which 
were as often drove back to their main body. They were 
at length drove to their vessels, leaving our people in pos- 
session of the Island, having the night before got on board 
about one hundred sheep ; but no cattle are missing. Two 
of their men were found dead after the action, and one 
wounded in the thigh ; they likewise carried off a number 
of killed and wounded, particularly an officer, that appear- 
ed to be badly wounded, and who, it is supposed, had the 
command. We had only three men slightly wounded. 
Our officers and men behaved with the greatest bravery, 
and had there been boats at Warwick, to carry over the 
reinforcements from thence, it is thought the enemy's 
whole party would have been killed or taken. Sunday 
evening the enemy burnt two buildings on Patience-Island; 
on Monday they cut a quantity of wood at Hope-Island, 
and yesterday, it is said, returned to Newport. 

While the bomb brig lay off Prudence, the gunner and 
five seamen made their escape in a boat, and arrived safe 
at Bristol, 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

Cambridge, January 12, 1776. 

Dear Sir: Every account from your quarter serves to 
confirm our hopes that you will get possession of Quebeck, 
if not already in your hands. 1 must beg, therefore, your 
attention to the wants of the Army here, which are not few, 
and, if they cannot in some part be supplied by you, I do 
not know where else I can apply. 

After powder, the principal deficiency is that of arms; 
those brought in by the soldiers are so very indifferent that 
I cannot place confidence in them. 

Blankets and clothing we are very deficient in. Of 
these, and other necessaries, I am taught to believe there 
is abundance in Canada. Quebeck is, I suppose, the great 
magazine for them, and all kind of military stores. I hope it 
will be in your power to forward to this place from thence 
a sufficient quantity to relieve our wants. Whatever you 
can spare, we shall have occasion for, and your sending 
them, as expeditiously as possible, will be doing vast ser- 
vice to this Army, and very much oblige sir, yours, 

George Washington. 
To Major-Genera! Richard Montgomery, Canada. 

P. S t _Arms we are exceedingly in want of. These I 
would wish to receive without delay, if you can supply 
them from the King's stores in Quebeck. 



WILLIAM WALL TO ADMIRAL HOPKINS. 

Baltimore, January 13, 1776. 

Dear Sir : This will be handed you by Captain Stone, 
of the Hornet, sloop-of-war. 

At my arrival here, I found my vessel, agreeably to my 
expectations, with great satisfaction, and after that 1 waited 
on Captain Stone, and gave your compliments to him, and 
delivered your message, which I hope may prove satisfac- 
tory. My business is so at present, that I cannot come to 
you by this opportunity of Captain Stone, or otherwise 
would, with all my heart; but after the business is done, 



will gladly enter with you, with all the cheerfulness in the 
world, and, therefore, beg, if ariy vacancy should offer, yog 
will be kind enough to keep it for me, consistent with your 
honour and convenience. So wishing you all the success 
imaginable, I am your most obedient humble servant, 

William Wall. 
To Admiral Hopkins, on board the ship Alfred, per favour 
of Captain Stone. 

N. B. As for news, I refer you to Captain Stone. My 
best compliments to brother John and Abraham Whipple. 

W. W. 

JOSIAH BARTLETT TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, January 13, 1776. 

Gentlemen : In order that General Schuyler may be 
properly informed what pay the officers and soldiers, who 
served in the expedition to Canada last year, have received 
from their respective Colonies, the Congress passed the 
enclosed resolve, which they have ordered me to transmit 
to you. An order of Congress, for raising a regiment in the 
western parts of our Province, for Canada, will be sent you 
by the President. 

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

JoSIAH BARTLETT. 

To the Convention, or the Committee of Safety of Neiv- 
Hampshire. 

" In Congress, January 8, 1776. 

"Resolved, That the Governour of Connecticut, the Ge- 
neral Assemblies of Massachusetts-Bay and New-Hamp- 
shire, and the Convention of New- York, be written to 
forthwith, by the Delegates of the said Colonies, respec- 
tively, to furnish General Schuyler with the amount of 
money paid to any persons in the Army under his com- 
mand, specifying the names of the persons to whom the 
money was paid by their order." 



BAYARD, JACKSON AND COMPANY, TO CAPTAIN MESTON. 

Philadelphia, January 13, 1776. 

Sir : Our snow Dickenson, being now loaded and ready 
for sea, we hereby direct you to proceed in her with all possi- 
ble despatch from this port to the port of Nantes, in France. 
On your passage, you are to improve wind and weather, to 
the best advantage, constantly endeavouring to make your 
passage in as short a time as possible, and carefully avoid- 
ing to speak to any vessel. On your arrival at Nantes, 
you are to apply to Messrs. Montandouin and Frere, mer- 
chants there, and to whom you are consigned ; they will 
receive your cargo, which you are to lose no time in deli- 
vering, and there take on board such goods as they have 
orders to ship in return ; with which you are to proceed 
immediately for this port, observing the directions given 
you as above. On your arrival off our Capes, you are to 
stand off, and on making a signal, by hoisting your jack to 
your foretopmast-head, when you will be answered, either 
from the Light-House or Cape-May, by a sheet hung out. 
Upon seeing this, you are to conclude there is no danger in 
your way, and immediately proceed up the bay; but if, after 
making your signal for six or eight hours, you should see 
no signal, from either the Light-House or Cape-May, you 
are then to proceed along the coast towards the Capes of 
Virginia, and endeavour to land your cargo in the best man- 
ner you can, putting it in the care of the Committee of the 
place where it is landed, or some persons of property, for 
the use of the Congress, and immediately despatch an ex- 
press with an account of your proceedings to us. We have 
the greatest dependance in your vigilance and activity in 
prosecuting this voyage. Should you succeed, as we pray 
God you may, you will not only recommend yourself 
strongly to our further notice, but you will be considered 
as rendering an essential service to your country. You 
must be sensible the success of this voyage in a great mea- 
sure depends upon conduct ; we doubt not you will endea- 
vour to acquit yourself in a suitable manner. 

Wishing you a safe and pleasant voyage, and a quick 
and prosperous return, we are, sir, your very humble ser- 



vants, 

To Captain William Meston. 



Bayard, Jackson &t Co. 
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P. S. Beside the goods that may be shipped on board 
you, by Messrs. Montandouin and Frere, in return for your 
cargo, you are to receive on board any quantity of arms and 
ammunition you may have room for, that may be offered 
for account of the Congress by any person whatever.* 

Yours, Bayard, Jackson &■ Co. 



BAYARD, JACKSON AND CO., TO THE FRENCH MERCHANTS. 

Philadelphia, January 18, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We wrote you the 28th of April last, and 
enclosed the account of sales of your last adventure, at the 
same time ordered Captain James Johnston, of our snow 
Dickenson, to remit you the balance, (one hundred and 
seventy-four pounds, eleven shillings and four pence ster- 
ling,) which, by his account, we find he did do from Bristol, 
since which we have not ♦had the pleasure of a line from 
you. 

This serves to hand you invoice and bills of lading of a 
valuable cargo of flour, spermaceti candles, and beeswax, 
shipped on board our snow Dickenson, to your address, 
which we wish safe to your hands. We would have this 
cargo immediately sold, and the net proceeds laid out in 
fifteen tons of gunpowder; or, if gunpowder is Dot to be 
had, as much saltpetre, with a portion of fifteen pounds of 
sulphur to each hundred weight of saltpetre, as will be 
sufficient to make that quantity of gunpowder; and one 
thousand five hundred stand of arms, fitted with bayonets 
and steel ramrods; and one thousand bolts of Russia duck 
or canvass, and as much more of these article 1 ? as the net 
proceeds of this cargo will purchase. If any of the afore- 
said articles cannot be got as aforesaid, the money directed 
to be paid out of that article, we would have laid out in 
good ticklenburgbs or osnaburghs, or vitzeys, or, failing, 
the returns to be made in gold or silver. This cargo we 
have shipped you for account of the Continental Congress 
of the thirteen United Colonies of America, and the order 
of the returns is what they have directed ; and, we make no 
doubt, you will use your best endeavours to complete it in 
every article. The ready and cheerful assistance afforded 
us by many of your merchants, both from the West-Indies 
and Europe, demands our grateful acknowledgments, and 
encourages our applying to you for still further supplies, to 
enable us to oppose the arbitrary and tyrannical proceed- 
ings of the Court of Great Britain against us. Should it 
be in your power to complete the whole of our order, we 

* Bristol, (England,) April 8, 1776. — This morning came up to the 
Key, the snow Dickenson, William Meston, Master, from Philadelphia, 
bound to Nantes, in Old France, where she was to discharge her load- 
ing, and take in a cargo of warlike stores and ammunition, for the use 
of the Continental Army. She was taken up and fitted out by order of 
the Congress, and consigned to Messrs. Monlandotiin and Frere, mer. 
chants in Nantes, as appears by the captain's orders, which are here, 
under copied, verbatim. 

The Tnate and people on board, finding that they were to load with 
warlike stores, for the use of the Americans, and having, as they de- 
clare, been forced into the service, took tho vessel, and, instead of pro- 
ceeding to France, determined to make the first British port. They 
accordingly brought her into Bristol, after beating upwards of a fort- 
night about the mouth of the channel ; and the Mate is immediately 
going off for London, and will take all the letters and papers which 
were on board the said vessel, for tho inspection of Government. She 
was first boarded by the Lieutenant of the Inchiquin tender, lying there; 
who is going with the Mate to TjOndon. 

She is about two hundred and fifty tons burden, and now lies at the 
Quay till the determination of Government concerning her is known. 
The Captain has entered her at the custom-houso. 

Her cargo, which consists of twenty two hundred and twenty-one 
barrels of flour, two hundred and sixty boxes of spermaceti candles, 
thirteen casks and one bag beeswax, and fifty-six hundred barrel staves, 
is valued at near six thousand pounds, and the vessel is worth upwards 
of fifteen hundred pounds. She is the first American vessel that has 
been brought into England since the act passed for granting the seamen 
certain privileges and rewards for seizing any of the Provincial ships, &c. 

The following is the principal intelligence received by this vessel : 

A B soon as the Congress received an account of the repulse and death 
of General Montgomery, at QuebecJc, they ordered ten companies, of one 
hundred men each, and other considerable reinforcements raised in the 
western parts of Connecticut, and in the neighbourhood of Albany, to 
march immediately to Quebcck. 

The Americans have an army of fifteen thousand men in the field, 
in Carolina and Virginia. 

The Congress paper is in the highest credit, and they have begun to 
make payments with it. 

The Congress are perfectly unanimous ; there is not the least dissen- 
sion amongst them. 

She did not clear the Capes of Delaware Uiver till the 1st of March. 
Wli^n she left Philadelphia, the Congress had received no account of 
the Prohibitory Act, nor of tho hiring of forrign troops. 

It was reported tho Provincials had taken post upon Noddle's Island, 
in Boston harbour. 

The following vessels sailed at the same time the Dickenson did, all 



must request you will be very particular in sending the best 
of each article that is to be had, and that you will give the 
vessel all possible despatch, so as to be on our coast as 
early as possible in the Spring. Our former experience of 
your punctuality and despatch of business, has induced us 
to recommend this consignment to your house ; and we 
have liberty to inform you, should this voyage succeed to 
our wishes, we shall have it in our power to wait on you 
with more important consignments. We request you would 
conduct this business with as much secrecy as possible, 
as we have been informed the Court of Great Britain 
have spies in most of your principal seaport towns, whose 
business it is to find out American vessels, and learn their 
cargoes and destination, the time of their sailing, fcc, 
which they transmit to England, in order to have them 
watched and taken. 

We shall anxiously wait the event of this voyage, and, 
in the mean time remain, with the greatest respect, gentle- 
men, your most obedient, humble servants, 

Bayard, Jackson & Co. 

Messrs. Montandouin and Frere, Merchants in Nantes. 



NEW- JERSEY COMMITTEE Or SAFETY. 

Princeton, January 9, 1776. 
The Committee of Safety of the Province of New-Jer- 
sey, pursuant to notice given for that purpose, met this day, 
and there not being a sufficient number of.Mem.bers.to pro- 
ceed on business, adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Wednesday, January 10, 1776. 

The Committee met. Present: 

Samuel Tucker, President; Hendrick Fisher, Vice- 
President ; Abraham Clark, Deputy Secretary; Azariah 
Dunham, Buloffe Van Dike, John Dennis, Augustine 
Stevenson, John Pope. 

The President laid before the Committee a Letter from 
the Provincial Congress, and the Congress of New-York, 
enclosing Resolutions of the Continental Congress, and the 
Congress of New- York, relative to establishing Posts at 
proper distances, to carry intelligence to the different parts 
of the Colony or elsewhere, as occasion may require ; and 
for erecting Beacons at proper distances, which the Con- 
gress of New-York recommended to the Congress of New- 

bound for different ports in France, and on the same business ; but as 
she is a very swift sailer, she left them soon after they put to sea : the 
ships Sally, Rowland ; Neptune, Collins; tho Aurora, Cheeky ; and three 
brigs; captains' names, Montgomery, Bethel, and Martin; and many 
other vessels, the names of which are forgot ; and during the three 
preceding weeks, upwards of thirty other vessels sailed for different 
ports in France, 

About three weeks before the Dickenson left Philadelphia, a French 
nobleman, (who, with another gentleman of the same nation, had been 
sometime treating with the Continental Congress, and had visited tho 
camp of the grand Army at Cambridge, in New-England,) [Messrs. 
Penet and Pliarne] intended returning to France in her; but they after, 
wards removed their baggage out of her, and went on board a vessel 
which was hired. on purpose for them, and are now on thoir passage for 
France. The day they came down Delaware River, two French ves- 
sols, under French colours, laden with powder, ball, and small arms, 
arrived there. 

Extract op A letter dated Bristol, April II, 1776. — I yesterday 
had a long conversation with Captain Meston, the master of the Dick- 
enson. The crew consisted of four Scotchmen, four Irish, and ono 
Englishman, including tho master, who is a Scotchman. Some peo- 
ple at Bristol suspect this last of being concerned in the villuny, but 
I am fully persuaded he was not. He has a wife and family at Phi. 
ladelphia, and cries like a child at the misfortunes that has happened 
to him. He thinks the river Delaware sufficiently secured, and spciks 
highly of the unanimity and warlike appearance of the Pennsyloa- 
nians. He confirms the death of Montgomery, and was at Philadelphia 
when tho unfortunate news from Quebeck was received. Two thou- 
sand volunteers, he says, turned out, and offered to march immediately 
into Canada. I asked him if they went ? Ho believed they did ; but 
could not say positively. The truth is, he is one of the most ignorant 
fellows I ever conversed with. As he did not expect to come to this 
country, he brought no newspapers with him. 

The mate of the vessel, an Irishman, is gone up to make his merits 
known to Lord George Germain. He was the cause of the conspiracy, 
and will, of course, be graciously received. It is vary doubtful whose 
prize she will be. Tho custom-hoaso, a lieutenant of a man-of-war, 
and the treacherous crew, all claim her. I hope the infamous traitors 
may be disappointed. 

When the crew brought her opposite to tho wharf, in Bristol, where 
she was to be moored, they gave throe cheers; but so far wer- they 
fioni being answered in the s:tme by the people on shore, who wero 
collected in great numbers, and had heard the story from the custom- 
house ofiicors, that they received nothing but cursus for their trea- 
chery. 
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Jersey; which Letter and Resolves were read in this Com- 
mittee, who, after duly considering the same, approve of 
the expediency of establishing posts for the purposes afore- 
said ; have, therefore, 

Resolved, That a man and horse be kept in constant 
readiness, by each of the several Committees of Newark, 
Elizabethtown, Woodbridge, New- Brunswick, Princeton, 
and Trenton, whose business shall be to forward all ex- 
presses to and from the Continental Congress; and that 
the aforesaid Town Committees shall, on every intelligence 
of any invasion or alarm, send expresses to the neighbour- 
ing Town Committees, who are directed to provide ex- 
presses to forward the same from town to town, to the Town 
Committees, and to such officers of the Militia as they may 
think proper to notify thereof throughout the Colony, with 
as much expedition as may be in their power. And that 
all the expenses incurred by such expresses, the Treasur- 
ers of this Colony, appointed by the Provincial Congress, 
or either of them, are hereby required to pay on order or 
orders signed by the Chairman of either of the Committees 
of the Townships in this Colony. Which orders, with en- 
dorsements thereon by the person or persons to whom the 
same are made payable, shall be sufficient vouchers to the 
said Treasurers, or either of them, for such sums of money 
as they, or either of them, may pay thereon as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the above Resolve be published in the 
New- York aud Pennsylvania Gazettes. 

A Memorial from Yelles Mead, of the County of Ber- 
gen, and several other Memorials from the Counties of 
Bergen and Essex, of the same tenor, setting forth, that the 
said Yelles Mead had, in expectation of a Lieutenant's 
commission in Captain Meeker's Company, in one of the 
Battalions in this Colony, raised his complement of men for 
said Company, praying a commission accordingly. Also, 
a Memorial from George Ross, the third, of the County 
of Essex, setting forth, that in expectation of an Ensign's 
commission in said Captain Meeker's Company, he had 
raised his complement of men, praying a commission in 
consequence thereof — were laid before the Committee 
and read, and several recommendations in favour of the 
Memorialists were also read. 

And, also, a Letter from Lord Stirling, recommending 
Matthias Halstead, of Elizabethtown, First Lieutenant, 
and the abovesaid Yelles Mead, Ensign of Captain Meek- 
er's Company, was also read. 

Ordered, That the said Memorials, Recommendations, 
and Letter, have a second reading. 

Two Recommendations, from the Committee of Wood- 
bridge, were laid before the Committee, recommending 
James Bonny, Captain, James Manning, First Lieuten- 
ant, David Crow, Second Lieutenant, and John Clarkson, 
Ensign, of a Company of Militia in Woodbridge. The 
other recommending Ellis Barron, Captain, Ralph Marsh, 
First Lieutenant, Matthew Freeman, Second Lieutenant, 
and Jonathan Bloomfield, Ensign, of another Company of 
Militia in said Woodbridge, which were read, and commis- 
sions ordered to be issued accordingly. 

A Certificate was produced from the Chairman of the 
Committee of the North Ward of New-Brunswick , certi- 
fying that John Taylor was elected Captain, Jacob Mer- 
sural, First Lieutenant, James Schuurman, Second Lieu- 
tenant, and John Voorhees, Jun., Ensign, of a Company 
of Minute-Men in Colonel Neilson's Battalion. 

Ordered, That the above gentlemen be commissioned 
accordingly to their appointment. 

The Committee adjourned till two o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met according to adjournment. 

John Hart, Esq., one of the Committee, attending, took 
his seat accordingly. 

Mr, President laid before the Committee a Letter from 
Richard Smith, Esq., one of the Delegates of this Province, 
at the Continental Congress, in the words following : 

"Philadelphia, January 4, 177G. 

"Dear Sir: I am desired by the Congress to transmit 
to you the enclosed extracts from their proceedings, the 
whole of which, relative to that subject, I have sent to 
Lord Stirling, by this post, togetherwith six dozen copies 
of the Articles of War. .The one thousand dollars mention- 



ed in the extract, I have receivedfrom the Continental 
Treasury, and they wait your commands. 

" The Congress wish to know in what manner the pri- 
soners of war at Trenton live, who supplies them, and upon 
what terms. The reason of the inquiry is, that very ex- 
travagant claims are made on this head from other quarters, 
and we aim to render the publick burdens as light as pos- 
sible. You will, as soon as it is convenient, afford me the 
necessary information. 

"I am, your affectionate, faithful servant, 

" Richard Smith. 
" To Samuel Tucker, Esq." 

The enclosed Resolve, referred to in the above Letter, 
was read, and is in the words following : 

" In Congress, January 2, 1776. 

" Resolved, That the Barracks in the Colony of New- 
Jersey, be prepared for the reception of such of the Bat- 
talions as may not be in readiness to proceed to New- York, 
and that the Ministerial troops or prisoners, at present occu- 
pying them, be accommodated in the said Colony, in scuh 
a manner as the Committee of Safety for the said Colony- 
shall think most prudent and convenient. 

" That the hundred stand of Arms, supplied by the Colo- 
ny of New-York, for the Neio- Jersey Battalion, be paid 
for by the Convention of New-Jersey ; and that in order to 
enable the said Convention to make such payment, as well 
as to furnish such of the men belonging to the said Batta- 
lions, as are yet unprovided with Arms, the further sum 
of one thousand dollars be advanced to the said Conven- 
tion, and that the price of the Arms be deducted out of the 
wages of the Privates belonging to said Battalions. 

" Extracts from the Minutes : 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

The above Letter and Resolve were read, and ordered 
a second reading. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 

Thursday, January 10, 1776. 

Joseph Holmes, Esq., one of this Committee, attending, 
took his seat accordingly. 

Jacob Scoggin, Esq., laid before this Committee a re- 
commendation from the Committee of the County of Salem, 
in favour of certain gentlemen to be commissioned Field- 
Office rs of the Militia in said County. And it appearing 
to this Committee that a controversy now subsists in the 
County of Salem, respecting the appointment of Field- 
Officers, and as this Committee have not at present an 
opportunity of hearing the grounds of the controversy from 
both parties, and being desirous of acting in such a man- 
ner as may conciliate all parties in a just and equitable 
determination between them in the appointment of said 
officers, do, in order thereto, direct, as well the Commit- 
tee of the County of Salem, as such other persons as are 
opposed to the gentlemen recommended by the said Com- 
mittee, or may have any claim to commissions, by the 
election of the Captains and the Subalterns of the Militia 
before the 16th day of August last, to appear, by persons 
properly deputed for that purpose, before the Congress of 
this Province, the 6th day after their next meeting, that 
the truth of facts may be then fully known, that they may 
take such resolution thereon as to them may seem just. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above order be delivered 
to Mr. Scoggin, to be laid before the County Committee, 
to be by them communicated to the contending parties.! 

Adjourned till two o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met. 

This Committee received information from the Com- 
mittee of the County of Monmouth, by Doctor Scudder 
and Doctor Henderson, and also by Letter from the Chair- 
man of the said Committee, that a small sloop, called the 
Polly and Anne, one Haines, captain, was on the 24th of 
December last, stranded on Squan Beach, on board of 
which was a quantity of Beef, Pork and other Provisions; 
which Vessel and cargo is now in the care and custody of 
Colonel Forman, except such articles as are perishable, 
which the Committee directed to be sold by Doctor Scud- 
der and Doctor Henderson ; an inventory of which cargo, 
as well such as were sold, as such as remain, were laid 
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before this Committee. And one James Webb, a passen- 
ger on board said Vessel when stranded, appeared before 
this Committee, by whose deposition it appears that said 
Vessel was bound from New-York to Boston, and from all 
circumstances, the Provisions on board were designed for 
the Ministerial army. 

The Committee taking the above matters into consider- 
ation, think it proper that the whole of the said cargo be 
immediately sold, and the Vessel secured ; which Vessel, 
with the amount of the sales, after deducting the necessary 
expenses, be referred to the disposal of the Congress of this 
Colony at their next sitting. And that Colonel David For- 
man, Doctor Nathaniel Scudder, and Thomas Henderson, 
be, and are hereby authorized and empowered to secure the 
abovesaid Vessel, and to complete the sales of the cargo, in 
some convenient time, and account for the .sales, and report 
their proceedings to the Congress of this Province at their 
next sitting ; and may deliver to the seamen and passengers 
belonging to said Vessel, all such clothing and other effects 
as belong to them, (exclusive of the cargo,) provided they 
call for the same in a reasonable time; and that the thanks 
of this Committee be returned to Colonel Forman, for his 
extraordinary care and vigilance in securing the said Ves- 
sel and cargo. 

And whereas, it appears that the Captain, Master and 
Passengers of the Sloop Polly and Anne, stranded on 
Squan Beach, are inhabitants of the Colony of New- York; 
it is, therefore, 

Ordered, That the said Captain, Master and Passengers, 
or such of them as are in this Province, be conveyed under 
guard, as Colonel Forman may think proper, to New- 
York, and delivered to the Provincial Congress or Com- 
mittee of Safety, to be dealt with as they may think 
proper. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 

Friday, January 12, 177C. 

The Committee met. 

Whereas, a certain Richard Symonds, a Midshipman, 
belonging to one of the King's ships-of-war, was, in Sep- 
tember last, taken on board a small tender at Barnegat, 
since which he hath remained a prisoner in the County of 
Monmouth : 

Ordered, That Richard Symonds be removed to Tren- 
ton, and there be admitted to remain a prisoner of war on 
bis parole of honour, on the same terms granted to those 
officers who are already prisoners at that place. 

Robert Ellison, Esq., of the County of Sussex, was 
brought before this Committee, by order of the Commit- 
tee of the County of Sussex, on a charge of many misde- 
meanors committed against the liberties of America, and 
among others of entering into an Association, resolving not 
to pay the tax ordered to be levied by the Congress of this 
Province, and not to purchase any goods which might be 
distrained from persons for their taxes, or for non-attend- 
ance at musters. Mr. Ellison being informed of said charge, 
confessed the same to be true, and that he was influenced 
thereto by Justice Nathaniel Pettit ; but that after signing 
the said Association, he had erased his name therefrom ; 
that he had nothing to offer in his justification, but his 
ignorance of the consequence of his proceedings, and his 
precipitately engaging therein without consideration, and 
manifested a deep contrition for his offences. He acknow- 
ledged he had signed the Association recommended by the 
Provincial Congress, before signing the Association men- 
tioned above. That after signing the General Association, 
and before his signing that now charged against him, he 
had been apprehended in Pennsylvania for practices un- 
friendly to the liberties of America, where he then made a 
full recantation, and asked pardon of the publick, promi- 
sing reformation. 

Nathaniel Pettit, Esq., of the County of Sussex, also 
appeared before this Committee, by order of the Commit- 
tee of said County, being charged with signing and pro- 
moting said Association, mentioned in Robert Ellison's 
charge ; which the said Mr. Pettit confessed, only alleg- 
ing in his justification, that he had no intention thereby of 
using any violent measures in opposing the proceedings of 
the Congress ; and, being fully heard in his own justifica- 
tion, by order, withdrew. 



The above charges against Mr. Ellison and Mr. Pettit, 
were reserved to the consideration of the Committee in the 
afternoon. 

Adjourned till two o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met. 

The Committee resumed the consideration of the mat' 
ters alleged against Robert Ellison and Nathaniel Petlit } 
Esq., and the facts charged against them, appearing by 
their own confessions, to be true, and the offences of bolh 
being nearly equal, 

Resolved, That the said Robert Ellison and Nathaniel 
Pettit be returned to the County of Sussex, under the cus- 
tody of Colonel Ephraim Martin, and that they be both 
disarmed, and pay to the Committee of the aforesaid 
County, or their Chairman, the sum of eight pounds each 
towards defraying the expenses of apprehending and bring' 
ing them before the Committee. And, also, that they 
severally give security to the said Committee or their 
Chairman in the sum of fifty pounds each, for their future 
good behaviour, and, thereupon, be discharged from further 
detention. And, as during the present process, the said 
Ellison and Pettit have not only appeared unfriendly to 
the liberties of this country, but from their conduct have 
appeared unworthy of the offices of Magistracy which they 
now sustain ; this Committee, therefore, think it advis- 
able for the said delinquents to desist from the further 
execution of their respective offices, until, by their future 
good behaviour, they may appear more worthy to execute 
the same, and shall be called thereto by the Congress or 
Committee of Safety of this Province. And that the Com- 
mittee of the County of Sussex be assured of this Commit- 
tee's hearty approbation of their timely and spirited exer- 
tions in apprehending the above persons. 

A Memorial from the Committee of the County of Cum- 
berland, was presented to this Committee and read, setting 
forth, that they had apprehended, and secured in custody, 
Daniel Stretch, Richard Cayford, and Nathaniel Dowd- 
ney, inhabitants of that County, convicted of being ene- 
mies to this country, by using their influence, with the 
ignorant and unwary, to raise a party to oppose the mea- 
sures adopted for redress of grievances ; cursing and ill- 
treating all Congresses and Committees, and refusing to 
give any reasonable satisfaction for their extraordinary con- 
duct. The said Committee requesting the direction of this 
Committee respecting said offenders, 

This Committee, duly considering the conduct of the 
above persons, and finding it necessary to use spirited 
exertions for the discouragement of such base behaviour: 

Do, Order and Resolve, That the Committee of the 
County of Cumberland detain the said Daniel Stretch, 
Richard Cayford, and Nathaniel Dowdney, in close con- 
finement, until they shall manifest a suitable contrition for 
their offences, satisfactory to the said Committee ; pay the 
charges that have or may accrue in apprehending and de- 
taining them in custody ; and give security to said Com- 
mittee, in the sum of fifty Pounds each, for their future 
good behaviour. 

Also, Resolved, That the said Daniel Stretch, Richard 
Cayford, and Nathaniel Dowdney be disarmed by the said 
Committee. 

This Committee received several Resolutions and deterr 
minations of the Continental Congress, respecting raising 
one new Battalion in this Province ; erecting and esta? 
blishing a Court of Admiralty ; advising the forming some 
useful regulations respecting the Continental forces raised 
in this Colony ; which requisitions, together with many 
other important concerns, render the speedy meeting of 
the Congress of this Province absolutely necessary. This 
Committee have, therefore, appointed the meeting of said 
Congress to be at New-Brunswick, on Wednesday, the 
thirty-first day of this instant, {January.) 

The Letter from Lord Stirling, recommending Matthias 
Halstead to be commissioned First Lieutenant, and Yelles 
Mead Ensign, in Captain Joseph Meeker's Company; in 
one of the Battalions raised in this Colony ; and the Me^ 
morial of Yelles Mead, claiming the First Lieutenant's 
commission in said Company, and of George Ross, the 
third, claiming the Ensign's commission in said Company, 
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with several recommendations accompanying the same, 
were all read the second time; and, being duly consi- 
dered, 

Ordered, That Yelles Mead be commissioned First 
Lieutenant, and George Ross, the third, Ensign of said 
Company. 

A Memorial was presented from John Goldtrap, of the 
County of Somerset, recommending the encouraging of 
Linen and Woollen Manufactories in this Colony, was read 
and referred to the next meeting of Congress. 

Several Memorials were presented to this Committee, 
for appointments in a Battalion to be raised in this Colony; 
which were read and filed, to be taken into consideration 
at the meeting of Congress. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine o'clock. 

Saturday, January 13, 1776. 
The Committee met. 

The Committee having before them several Resolutions 
of the Continental Congress, of the second day of this 
instant, {January,) among which are the following para- 
graphs : 

"And, with respect to such unworthy Americans as, 
regardless of their duty to their Creator, their country, and 
their posterity, have taken part with our oppressors, and, 
influenced by the hope or possession of ignominious re- 
wards, strive to recommend themselves to the bounty of 
Administration, by misrepresenting and traducing the con- 
duct and principles of the friends of American liberty, and 
opposing every measure formed for its preservation and 
security — 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the different 
Assemblies, Conventions, and Committees, or Councils of 
Safety, in the United Colonies, by the most speedy and 
effectual measures, to frustrate the mischievous machina- 
tions, and restrain the wicked practices of these men. 

"And it is the opinion of this Congress, that they ought 
to be disarmed, and the more dangerous among them 
either kept in safe custody or bound with sufficient sure- 
lies to their good behaviour. 

"And, in order that the said Assemblies, Conventions, 
Committees, or Councils of Safety, may be enabled, with 
greater ease and safety, to carry this Resolution into exe- 
cution : 

"Resolved, That they be authorized to call to their aid 
whatever Continental Troops, stationed in or near their 
respective Colonies, as may be conveniently spared from 
their more immediate duty ; and the commanding officers of 
such troops are hereby directed to afford the said Assem- 
blies, Conventions, Committees, or Councils of Safety, all 
such assistance, in executing this Resolution, as they may 
require, and which, consistent with the good of the ser- 
vice, may be supplied." 

This Committee do, therefore, most earnestly recom- 
mend to the several County and Town Committees of this 
Province, to be vigilant and active in carrying the above 
Resolution into execution ; at the same time recommend- 
ing the exercise of due moderation and prudence in the 
affair: requesting all officers of the Militia, in this Pro- 
vince, to aid and assist the said Committees, and to exe- 
cute such orders as they, or either of them, shall receive 
from the Committee of the County or Township where 
they reside. 

The Letter from Richard Smith, Esq., with the enclosed 
Resolve of the Continental Congress, were read the se- 
cond time. 

Ordered, That Richard Smith, Esq., deliver to the 
President, or Vice-President, the one thousand Dollars by 
him received from the Continental Congress, mentioned 
in said Resolve ; and that the said President, or Vice-Pre- 
sident, lay out the same for Fire-Arms, for the use of the 
Continental Troops in this Colony. 

Ordered, That John Posee, Esq., deliver the Arms, by 
hirn purchased, to Colonel William Maxwell, or his order, 
for the use of the Continental Troops in this Colony. 

Application was made from the Committee of the 
County of Morris to this Committee, recommending Jacob 
Ford, Jr., to be commissioned Colonel ; Ellis Cook, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; Cornelius Ludlow, First Major ; Eleazer 



Lindsley, Second Major ; and John Doughty, Adjutant, 
of the Eastern Regiment of Militia, in the County of 
Morris. 

Ordered, That Commissions be issued, agreeable to the 
above recommendation. 

Ordered, That the Prisoners of War, now in the Bar- 
racks at Trenton, be removed from thence by the Com- 
mittee of Observation of that town, to such convenient 
quarters as they may be able to procure, in order that the 
Continental Forces may occupy the said Barracks; and 
that the expenses in providing quarters for such Prisoners 
be paid out of the Provincial money in the Treasury". 

Ordered, That the President write to the Continental 
Congress, acquainting them that the Congress of this Pro- 
vince are to meet this month, at which time they will, 
undoubtedly, give all due attention to raising the Battalion 
ordered in this Colony ; this Committee having, for weighty 
reasons, deferred issuing warrants till meeting of Congress, 
being firmly persuaded that the appointment of officers by 
the Congress will give much greater satisfaction in the 
Colony than if appointed by this Committee; at the same 
time recommend Azariah Dunham, Esq., to be appointed 
Commissary for supplying such Battalion, when raised. 
The Committee adjourned their present sitting. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 

Albany, January 13, I77G. 

I wish I had no occasion to send my dear General this 
melancholy account. My amiable friend, the gallant 
Montgomery, is no more; the brave Arnold is wounded; 
and we have met with a severe check, in an unsuccessful 
attempt on Quebeck. May Heaven be graciously pleased 
that the misfortune may terminate here. I tremble for 
our people in Canada; and nothing, my dear sir, seems 
left, to prevent the most fatal consequences, but an imme- 
diate reinforcement, that is nowhere to be had, but from 
you, and the only route, that which I have pointed out in 
my letter to Congress, copy of which you have enclosed. 
Nor do I think that a less number than I have mentioned 
will suffice. Should your Excellency think proper to send 
the troops, you will please to let me know it by Express, 
that I may send provisions to Onion River. 

Congress has wrote to me on the subject of my request 
to retire. Our affairs are much worse than when I made 
the request ; this is motive sufficient for me to continue to 
serve my country in any way I can be thought most ser- 
viceable, but my utmost can be but little, weak and indis- 
posed as I am. 

The clothing is gone to Cambridge. 

I am your Excellency's most obedient and most humble 



servant, 



Philip Schuyler. 



To His Excellency General Washington. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read January 17, 1776.] 
Albany, January 13, 1776—6 o'clock, P. M. 

Sir : Within this half hour, Mr. Antill arrived with the 
unfortunate account contained in the enclosed. My ami- 
able and gallant friend, General Montgomery, is no more ; 
he fell in an unsuccessful attack on Quebeck, on the 30th 
ultimo. My feelings on this unhappy occasion are too 
poignant to admit of expression. May Heaven avert any 
further evils. 

In the present critical situation of affairs, it is evident to 
me that nothing but the immediate march of a body of 
troops into Canada can secure that Province, for the Ca- 
nadians, as I have heretofore observed, are not to be de- 
pended upon ; only one hundred and sixty were at Quebeck 
with Colonel Livingston, and those behaved ill, as Mr. 
Antill will inform you. 

The very great distance of Congress from here will 
apologize for a request I shall immediately make to Gene- 
ral Washington, to send three thousand men into Canada, 
to march, by the way of No. 4, to Onion River, from 
whence Lake Champlain is passable to Canada. 

Congress, undoubtedly, conceives it to be advantageous 
to the cause of America to sit at Philadelphia ; but they 
will be good enough to permit me to suggest the necessity 
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, of a full-empowered Committee immediately to repair to 
this place. 

Whilst I was preparing to carry into execution the reso- 
lutions of Congress respecting Tryon County, I received 
the two enclosed papers, marked Tryon. We have had a 
corroboration of these accounts, and I propose to march 
from hence with what of Militia 1 can collect; perhaps I 
shall something exceed the Tories in number, who, we are 
informed, are about seven hundred. They have cannon ; 
we have none, and we have a very small quantity of pow- 
der. I hope, however, to give a good account of them. 

The garrison of Ticonderoga leave it on Tuesday. I 
have only twenty men as yet arrived, of all the recruiting 
parties I have sent out ; these, I suppose, reached Fort- 
George on the 11th. On the 12th I ordered them back, 
to aid me to carry into execution the resolution of Con- 
gress transmitted me by Mr. Tilghman. I shall send an 
express to countermand my orders, and to send them on 
to Ticonderoga. 

The hurry I am in will apologize for my not answering 
your letter sent me by Mr. Tilghman and the other gen- 
tlemen, which I must defer to an hour less encumbered 
than the present. 

If any troops can be spared from Jersey, entreat Con- 
gress to send them up, that Ticonderoga may have a gar- 
rison. 

The money arrived yesterday, and goes off to-morrow. 

I am, sir, most sincerely, yourobedient, humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. Captain Hazen has stood our friend in the con- 
test. He has been a great sufferer on the occasion ; his 
house and furniture, I have understood, were destroyed by 
our troops and the Canadians, and that all his stock of 
cattle were killed and used by our people. If Congress 
means to recompense him, perhaps it would be best to 
have the damage ascertained by a Court of Inquiry. I 
mention this, lest he should be referred to me, without, at 
the same time, a mode of liquidating his loss should be 
prescribed. 

TRYON COUNTY (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE TO MAJOR-GENE- 

BAL SCHUYLER. 

Tryon County Committee Chamber, ) 
January 11, 1776. $ 

Honourable Sir: We have intelligence, by an inha- 
bitant of Kingsborough, (as by the enclosed copies of affi- 
davits will at large appear,) that inimical preparations are 
undertaking against the friends of the American cause in 
Johnstown, and, also, an ambuscade being in wait in the 
woods not very distant from Kingsborough, so that they 
may be warned to approach, and to attack with cannon- 
shot; to which, yet, should join the several friends of the 
Government within our country. We immediately, upon 
this information, ordered sufficient scouting parties, to spy 
out whether any such malicious schemes were enterprised. 
But, in case to be certain, you must see us in such a de- 
fenceless situation that we hardly can resist, much less 
destroy, such enemies, for the utmost want of powder. 
We, therefore, resolved, at our Board, to apply, in such 
remarkable need, to your Honour, begging that you will 
please to take these, our distressed condition, into kind con- 
sideration, and to succour us, as soon as possible, with such 
ammunition, and, also, with men, if need should require. 
Relying on your particular zeal for our country's cause, 
we do not doubt you will grant our request to the safety 
of our country and the real friends of its liberties. 

You will be pleased to favour us with your opinion, in 
this important matter, with despatch ; remaining, with 
much respect, honourable sir, your obedient, humble ser- 
vants, 

By order of the Committee: 

Isaac Paris, Chairman. 

P. S. It is our opinion that we cannot expect much 
success against such enemies in Johnstown without cannon, 
as they are provided there alike. Pray order two or three 
of nine-pounders to be sent to our use for. that purpose. 
Tins moment, being about one o'clock, after midnight, 
arrived at our House of Convention, Colonel Frederick 
Vischer, of the Mohawk District, and informs us, that, he 



was acquainted, of a credible person living in Johnstown, 
that there are now about six or seven hundred men ready, 
under arms, in Johnstown, upon some inimical intent, with- 
out doubt. Isaac Paris, Chairman. 
To Major-General Schuyler. 

AFFIDAVIT OF JONATHAN FRENCH. 

Tryon County, N. Y., Committee Chamber, 1 
January 11, 1776. $ 

Jonathan French, Jr., of Kingsborough, appeareth,and 
informeth this Board, under oath, that he heard of a cer- 
tain woman, being the wife of an inhabitant near to John- 
ston-Hall, (which said woman wishes the country well, on 
condition of not being discovered of her intelligence,) 
that there was a fort to be built about said Hall ; and the 
friends on the King's side shall be notified of this plan laid 
by Sir John; and about three hundred Indians (of what 
nation she does not know) are lying in ambush, so nigh 
that they can be warned with a cannon shot. Within a 
fortnight's time, (whereof a part of the time is already 
past,) the fort aforesaid shall be ready, and the Scotch peo- 
ple of Skcnesborough shall partly defend the said fort and 
partly join the aforesaid Indians, and the King's friends 
shall be invited to join. 

When all be ready, there shall be communication made 
to the country, or, rather, to the Committee of this County ; 
and, upon the moving of the Whigs and attacking Johns- 
town, the Indians shall surround them, and fall, in com- 
pany with the Scotch people and the Government's friends 
in the country, upon the said friends of liberty, and de- 
stroy not only those, but, also, all the rest of the inhabi- 
tants of the country, being on the country's side, entirely ; 
as, besides, they live in hopes that some of the Six-Na- 
tions will join and assist them in their schemes. 

Further the deponent informs, for certainty, that one 
Daniel Russell, of Kingsborough, is sent abroad, with a 
flag and the best pair of horses of Sir John Johnston, to 
inlist people on their (the King's) side, but nobody, at 
large, knows where he is gone. 

Also, there are, already, some stockades rid, to his 
knowledge, for the above-mentioned fort, and the Scotch, 
people shall be employed to cut all the said stockades 
wanting. And further saith not. 

A true copy. Jqhn Eisenl0HD) chrli , 

JAMES PRICE TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Montreal, January 5, 1776. 

Sir : The bearer, my good friend Mr. Antill, will ac- 
quaint you with the situation of the Army here, and the 
late unhappy affair at Quebeck, in which the brave Gene- 
ral Montgomery fell ; this was owing to the ill-timed ad- 
vice of a person from Quebeck. Mr. Antill's extensive 
knowledge of this country gives him the advantage of any 
body that can be sent from hence, and will be of infinite 
service to the Congress, in making them thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the minds of the Canadians in general, as 
well as what steps will be necessary for securing this Pro- 
vince and uniting it to the other Colonies. He joined the 
General on his arrival before Quebeck, and continued with 
him until he fell, rendering every service in his power. 

I fear the Army here will be in great want of cash ; 
our house has advanced them, since their arrival here, up- 
wards of twenty thousand pounds. We are now almost 
out of that article, and am sorry to say I do not find any 
of the merchants here willing to lend ; however, I hope 
this inconvenience will be remedied by a speedy supply 
from the Treasury below ; in the mean time, I shall do 
every thing in my power for the support of the Continen 
tal Army. 

Have not to add, but am, respectfully, sir, your most 

humble servant, T „ 

James Price. 

To Major-General Schuyler, he. 

GENERAL WOOSTER TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Montreal, January 5, 1776. 

Sir: The enclosed letters from Colonel Arnold and 
Colonel Campbell will inform you of the unhappy fate of 
our brave and most amiable friend, General Montgomery, 
who, with his Aid-de-camp Macpherson, Captain Cheese- 
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man, and several other brave officers and men, gloriously 
fell in an unfortunate attack upon Quebeck ; unfortunate, 
indeed ; for, in addition to the loss we sustain in the death 
of the Generalj one of the bravest men of the aj*e, the 
flower of our Army at Quebeck were either cut off or taken 
prisoners. I little expect, that with the troops who remain, 
to be able to continue the siege ; in short, our situation 
in this country is, at present, and will be, till we can have 
relief from the Colonies, very critical and dangerous. We 
really have but very few men in the country, and many of 
those few not to be depended on, as we have too dearly 
proved. 

Mr. Antill, a gentleman from Quebeck, who General 
Montgomery appointed an Engineer, I beg leave to re- 
commend to you. He was with the General when he fell, 
and can give you particulars. He is well acquainted with 
this country ; for which reason I have detailed him, to 
proceed on to you, and so to the Congress, knowing that 
he will be much belter able to inform you and them than 
I can, concerning the state of this country, and what will 
be necessary to be done ; unless we have a number of 
men thrown into this country, as soon as they can possibly 
get over the lakes on the ice, which, I apprehend, might 
be done with sleds, and, at the same time, forward some 
powder, as we have but four tons in the country, at the 
several posts. We have lost our Artillery company; it 
will, therefore, be necessary to supply us with another 
very soon, or we may, possibly, not only lose the footing 
we have got here, but, perhaps, be all sacrificed in the 
country. There is but little confidence to be placed in the 
Canadians; they are but a small remove from the savages, 
and are fond of being of the strongest party. 

Give me leave, also, to remind you of what, I dare say, 
General Montgomery has done, that we are in the greatest 
need of cash ; hard money we shall soon be in the greatest 
distress for want of, and, doubtless, the more so, since the 
check to our arms. Mr. Price has hitherto supplied us; 
indeed, I know not how we could have subsisted as an 
army, without him ; he has already advanced for us about 
twenty thousand pounds, and has assisted us in every way 

Eossible. General Montgomery, in his last letter to me, 
egged that Price might be mentioned, in the strongest 
terms, to the Congress. 

The necessity of immediate relief, 1 am sure, will strike 
your mind very forcibly, when 1 tell you that our enemies 
in the country are numerous ; the Clergy almost univer- 
sally refuse absolution to those who are our friends, and 
preach to the people that it is not now too late to take 
arms against us; that the Bostonians are but a handful 
of men ; which, you know, is too true. 

Suppose, sir, that General Washington should detach a 
thousand men from his Army, if there are no other troops, 
already raised, that can be better spared. Something must 
be done, and that speedily, or I greatly fear we are ruined. 
We have but five or six hundred men for the garrisons of 
this place, Chambly and St. John's. Many of the troops 
insist upon going home, their times of inlistment being out; 
some, indeed, have run away without a pass or dismission, 
expressly against orders. I have been just informed that 
a Captain Pratt, of the Second Battalion of Yorkers, has 
led off his company from St. John's. I have given orders 
to suffer no man to go out of the country, whether they 
will iulist or not ; the necessity of the case, 1 believe, will 
justify my conduct. I shall not be able to spare any men 
to reinforce Colonel Arnold; this place must be secured 
for a retreat, if necessary. I called a council of my offi- 
cers in this place, who were, to a man, agreed that I ought 
to remain here. I have, therefore, sent Colonel Clinton 
with Mr. Price, who, I think, may be of great service to 
him. God only knows what the event will be. This 
affair puts a very different face upon our interests in this 
country ; however, we must make the best of it. 

I have ordered General Montgomery's papers to be sent 
to me; when I receive them, I shall conform myself to his 
instructions. I expected you was at Congress, and had 
prepared to send this melancholy news to General Wash- 
ington, as well as to you ; but the post arriving last night, 
I find that you was at Albany, therefore, shall leave it to 
you. 1 most heartily condole with you, with General 
Montgomery's friends, and with the country, for so great 
and publick a loss. 



I have the honour to be, your most obedient, and very 

humble servant, ^ „. 

David Wooster. 

To Genera] Schuyler. 

COLONEL DONALD CAMPBELL TO GENERAL WOOSTER. 

Hoad-Quarters before Quebeck, January 2, 177G. 

Dear General: This covers one from Col. Arnold, 
by which, I understand, you will be particularly informed 
of the state of affairs here, which gives me much anxiety 
of mind, yet I hope no fatal accident will happen to us, 
more than what has happened ; and, truly, it is distressing 
enough. And, to add to it, several of our men, this two 
days past, have strenuously insisted on being discharged, 
not having inlisted for longer than to the last of December, 
which has been complied with ; but it is said by some, 
that their view is only to change companies, and inlist at 
Montreal, which I hope may be true, though, really, few 
of them are worth retaining. Some good men are gone, 
(and some, even, without a discharge,) and carried off their 
arms, which I wish could be recovered, as being in much 
demand here. I hope every disposition of the troops, this 
two days past, will prove agreeable to you, when I have - 
the pleasure of seeing you, though, to gratify some Field- 
Officers, I shall be necessitated to hold a council of war 
to-morrow, which I pray may agree in, was it only to sa- 
tisfy the Field-Officers. I pray you to recommend, in 
the strongest terms, to Congress, the absolute necessity of 
sending a sufficient body of troops here, as early as possi- 
ble ; and I would recommend that those troops already on 
duty at New- York, for expedition sake, be forwarded here, 
and their place tilled up as fast as they can be recruited. 

Medicines are much wanted here, and I am told that a 
Dr. Beaumont has claimed a chest worth fifty guineas, 
which was the property of the Crown, and ought to belong 
to Congress. If this is a fact, I could wish it was looked 
into, as the most expeditious way of providing a supply 
for the Army, and which must be provided. I hope you 
will not forget to remind the Congress of the necessity of 
furnishing a suitable chest for the Army that may be or- 
dered here ; a thing much neglected this campaign for our 
Army. 

Musket ball, and smaller sized balls and buckshot, are 
wanting, and I esteem buckshot more serviceable than 
generally allowed. I have not, as yet, received a return 
of the killed and wounded ; must, therefore, defer it till 
you arrive. 

1 am, dear General, your most humble servant, 

„, „ , „, Donald Campbell. 

lo General Wooster. 

P. S. I most sincerely wish you the compliments of the 
season. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL WOOSTER. 

General Hospital, January 2, 177G. 
Dear Sir: I wrote you, three days since, of our defeat 
and the death of General Montgomery and others, with 
all the information I then had of the matter. We have 
been in suspense, with regard to my detachment, until this 
afternoon, when Major Meigs was sent out, with a flag, for 
the officers' baggage, who, he says, are all taken prisoners, 
except Captain Hendricks, Lieutenant Humphreys, of the 
Riflemen, and Lieutenant Cooper, who were killed in the 
action. General Carleton says our loss, in killed and 
wounded, is a hundred. Major Meigs thinks it does not 
exceed sixty, and about three hundred taken prisoners, 
who are treated very humanely. These brave men sus- 
tained the force of the whole garrison for three hours, but 
were finally obliged to yield to numbers, and the advan- 
tageous situation the garrison had over them. Several 
other officers, I am told, are slightly wounded. We bad 
the misfortune of losing one brass six-pounder in the en- 
gagement, and all our mortars were taken from St. Rogue's 
the evening after the engagement. This was the fault of 
some of the officers who commanded, as they might very 
easily have been brought away, agreeable to my°positive 
orders for that purpose. Our force, at this time, does not 
exceed eight hundred men, including Colonel Livingston's 
Regiment of two hundred Canadians, and some scattered 
Canadian forces, amounting to two hundred more. Many 
of the troops are dejected, and anxious to get home., and 
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some have actually set off. I shall endeavour to continue 
ihe blockgdsjvhile there are any hopes of success. For 
.God's sake order as many men down as you can possibly 
ispare, consistent with the safety of Montreal, and all the 
mortars, howitzers, and shells, that you can possibly bring. 
I hope you will stop every rascal who has deserted from 
us, and bring him back again. 

Every possible mark of distinction was shown to the 
corpse of General Montgomery, who was to be interred 
in QiiebecTc this day. Had he been properly supported by 
his troops, I make no doubt of our success. We are short 
of cash — not more than four or five hundred pounds, and 
only twenty barrels of salt pork. If any can be spared 
from Montreal, I think best to bring it down, and all the 
butter. 

* "I beg you will transmit a copy of this letter to the ho- 
• iiourable Continental Congress, and another to his Excel- 
lency General Washington. I think it will be highly ne- 
cessary, with the reinforcement which, I make no doubt, 
Congress will send, that they should order all the large 
mortars and howitzers at Cr own- Point, Ticonderoga, and 
Fort-George, on to this place. Monsieur Pelissier, who 
,Iias a furnace at Tliree- Rivers, assures me that he can 
Cast any size and number of shells between this and the 
beginning of April. 1 hope the honourable Continental 
Congress will not think of sending less than eight or ten 
thousand men to secure and form a lasting connection with 
this country. 

1 am in such excessive pain from my wound, (as the 

bones of my leg are affected,) I can only add that I am, 

with the greatest esteem, dear sir, your most obedient and 

very humble servant, n . „ 7 , „ 

:_.:..: Jo. Arnold, Colonel, ye. 

To General Wooster. 

N. B. Many officers here appear dispirited; your pre- 
sence will be absolutely necessary. I don't expect to be 

in a capacity to act this two months. „ . 

. . J ,. J B. Arnold. 

i Albany, January 14, 1776. 

Sir : Through the great hurry in which the express was 
sent off from hence, the enclosed was forgot. 

I am, sir, with sentiments of esteem, your most obedient, 
humble servant, n c 

' f HILIP SCHUYLER. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

Sir : I have sent Colonel Warner to throw into Canada 
whatever numbers of men he can procure upon what are 
commonly called the New-Hampshire Grants; and, in 
order to encourage them to march without delay, I have 
soffered forty shillings, lawful, as a bounty to the men, and 
■a month's pay to the officers, and an allowance of one- 
sixth of a dollar per day from their leaving home until they 
can receive Continental provisions. I hope the Congress 
will give their approbation of this measure. 
... I am, as above, yours, &c,, 

PiuLir Schuyler. 
To the Honourable John Hancock. 



this good purpose, will very much oblige, sir, your most 
obedient servant, 

George Washington. 
To Colonel Alexander McDougall. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL McDOUGALL. 

Cambridge, January 13, 1776. 
" Sir : I received your favour of the 2d instant last eve- 
ning, and note what you mention of the cannon. I am in 
•daily expectation of Colonel Knox's arrival, and until he 
comes, I cannot, with certainty, inform you whether I shall 
want the iron cannon or not. 

Upon examination of the stores that were on board the 
brigantine, I find we stand in great need of shells, and shall 
Vsteem it a particular favour if you will, immediately on 
Teceipt hereof, forward the eleven hundred specified at the 
foot of your letter. 

* I am told that there is a vessel arrived with you, that 
"brought twenty tons of powder. I need not inform you 
the great necessity I am in for that article. If it is true 
that this quantity is arrived, it Would be of infinite service 
to the great cause we are engaged in, that the whole, or 
such part thereof as can be spared, was sent with the utmost 
despatch to this camp. If it belongs to private persons, I 
request you will purchase it; if to the publick, your exert- 
ing your influence with the Committee of Safety to effect 



CENERAL WASHINGTON TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY. 

Cambridge, January 13, 1776. 

Gentlemen : It is exceedingly painful to me to give 
you so much trouble as I have, and am like to do, in the 
support of our lines and the arrangement of the new Army. 
But my difficulties must, in their consequences, devolve 
trouble on you. To my very great surprise, I find that the 
whole number of arms which have been stopped from the 
discharged soldiers, amount to no more than one thousand 
six hundred and twenty ; and of that number, no more than 
one hundred and twenty in store, the rest being redeliver- 
ed to the recruits who have come in. 1 also find, from the 
report of the Recruiting officers, that few men are to be 
inlisted who have arms in their hands, and that they are 
reduced to the alternative of either getting no men, or men 
without arms. Unhappy situation ! What is to be done, 
unless their Governments will exert themselves in provi- 
ding arms from the several towns, or in such other manner 
as to them shall seem speedy and effectual. 

To account for this great deficiency would be tedious, 
and not much to the purpose. Suffice it, generally, to say, 
that it has arisen from two causes : the badness of the arms 
of the old Army, which the inspectors and valuers of did not 
think fit to detain ; and to the disobedient regiments, which, 
in spite of every order I could issue to the contrary, (even 
to a solemn threat of stopping the pay for the months of 
November and December, of all those who should carry 
away their arms,) have, in a measure, by stealth, borne 
them away. 

I am glad to hear, by a gentleman of your honourable 
body, who does me the honour to be the bearer of this let- 
ter, that you have, for some time past, been collecting 
arms at Watertoivn, whilst a good deal of despatch has 
been used in making them elsewhere. I beg to know how 
many I can rely upon, as the recruits now coming in from 
the country will be useless without. It is to no purpose, 
I find, to depend upon imported arms. What you can 
furnish, I must take on behalf of the Continent, and will, 
upon notice, send some gentlemen to receive them. Will 
it be prudent to apply to such of the Militia as are going 
away, for their arms ? Leaving it optional with them, can- 
not be amiss ; but, will the necessity of the case justify the 
policy of detaining them? I ask for information, being, 
with great truth and esteem, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient servant, 

George Washington. 

To the Hon. James Warren, Speaker of the House of As- 
sembly, &c. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MATTHEW THORNTON. 

Cambridge, January 13, 1776. 

Sir: I am very sorry that I should have so often trou- 
bled you respecting this Army, and that I am under the 
necessity of applying to you again. 

To my great surprise, sir, I find that, notwithstanding I 
have taken the utmost pains to prevent the soldiers that 
would not reinlist in the new Army from carrying away 
their arms, or such of them as were good, the whole num- 
ber collected amounts to only one thousand six hundred and 
twenty, of which there are no more than one hundred and 
twenty now in store, the rest being delivered to the recruits 
who have come in. 

I also find, from the report of the Recruiting officers, 
that few men are to be inlisted who have arms in their 
hands, and that they are reduced to the disagreeable alter- 
native of getting men without any, or no men at all. Un- 
happy situation ! What is to be done? Must not these 
Governments exert themselves in procuring them from the 
several towns, or in such other manner as to them shall 
seem most effectual and speedy. 

To account minutely for this great deficiency would be 
tedious, and of no importance. I shall only say, that it has 
arisen from two causes, to wit : the badness of the arms of 
the old Army, which the inspectors and appraisers did not 
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think worth detaining, and to the disobedience of some 
Regiments, carrying theirs away, in a manner, by stealth, 
notwithstanding every order I could issue, and even solemn 
threats of stopping the pay for the months of November 
and December of those that should. 

The prospect of getting imported arms is so remote and 
uncertain that I cannot depend upon it. I, therefore, re- 
quest the favour of you to inform me, whether you have 
any, and what number belongs to the Government, as, also, 
if you will be able to procure more, and in what time. If 
you have any, or can get them, I shall be glad to take 
them on account of the United Colonies. They must be 
had if possible. I have wrote to the honourable General 
Court of this Province about the same, but have not re- 
ceived their answer. Should any of your Militia be here 
when I get your answer, will it be prudent to apply to them 
for their arms? Leaving it optional in them cannot be 
amiss ; but, will the necessity of the case justify an invo- 
luntary detention of them ? I ask for information. 

I am, sir, with great esteem, &sc, 

George Washington. 

To the Hon. Matthew Thornton, Esq., President of the 
Convention of Neiv-Hampshire. 

BENJAMIN FESSENDEN TO JAMES WARREN. 

Sandwich, January 13, 1776. 

Honoured Sir: In compliance with the desire of a num- 
ber of the members of the Committees of Correspondence 
and Inspection for this town, I enclose you a copy of the 
vote passed by them yesterday. The Committee have 
done all in their power to stop said vessel, referred to in 
the vote, and have had repeated assurances that she should 
not sail without liberty; but, as she has sailed, thought it a 
duty incumbent on them, to give information of it to the 
honourable House, that if any thing further was necessary, 
they might give such order thereon as to them should, in 
their wisdom, seem best. Mr. Nye is a member of our 
Committee, and to him I beg leave to refer you for a more 
particular acconntof the conduct of the owners, relative to 
their sending away the vessel. 

I am, honoured sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Benjamin Fessenden. 



To the Hon. Jam es Warren, Esq. 

At a meeting of a number of the Members of the Com- 
mittees of Correspondence and Inspection, of the town of 
Sandwich, on January 12, 1776, Mr. Stephen Nye was 
chosen Chairman, and Benjamin Fessenden, Clerk. 

Present: Messrs. Stephen Nye, Eliakim Tobey, Lieu- 
tenant John Dillingham, Captain Simeon Fish, Elisha 
Pope, Nathaniel Fish, Seth Freeman, Esquire, Lot Nye, 
and Benjamin Fessenden, 

Whereas, the Committees, or at least a number of each, 
were some time past informed that a certain sloop, re- 
puted to be owned by Solomon Nye, of Falmouth, Levi 
Barlow, Jesse Barlow, and Obed Barlow, of this town, 
was preparing to go on a voyage to the West-Indies, con- 
trary to the recommendations of the Continental Congress 
and Provincial Assembly; and, in consequence thereof, 
chose one of their number to make inquiry into the affair ; 
and, in case it was found necessary, to make application 
to the commanding officer of the troops stationed in this 
County for orders for them to stop said vessel, or some- 
thing similar to it, the proceedings at which meeting the 
Committee cannot now come at. In consequence of which, 
said member went and received assurances from the above 
Solomon Nye and Jesse Barlow, that said vessel should 
not proceed on said voyage without liberty from the Ge- 
neral Court. Notwithstanding which, we last week re- 
ceived information that said vessel had loaded and sailed 
on said voyage, but meeting with contrary winds, was re- 
turned and then at anchor. On which, a number of us 
met and passed the following vote, viz : 

That Captain Ward Swift be requested to repair on 
board-said vessel, with such aid as he shall judge necessary, 
and strip her of her sails, or take some other effectual 
method to put it out of their power to prosecute said voy- 
age until they shall obtain liberty. 

In consequence of which, Captain Swift hath attempted, 
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with a file of men, to stop said vessel ; but, before he could 
get on board, she came to sail, and is gone off. 

Therefore, voted, that Captain Benjamin Fessenden be 
desired to write to the Speaker of the honourable House 
of Representatives, and enclose to him a copy of this vote. 
Unanimously agreed to. A true copy of the Minutes : , 

B. Fessenden. 



COLONEL BENEDICT ARNOLD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Camp before Quebeck, January 14, 177G. 
Dear Sir: I make no doubt you will soon hear of our 
misfortune on the 31st ultimo, and be very anxious to 
know our present situation. Our loss and repulse struck 
an amazing panick into both officers and men, and had the 
enemy improved their advantage, our affairs here must 
have been entirely ruined. It was not in my power tp 
prevail on the officers to attempt saving our mortars which 
Fiad been placed in St. Roque's, of course they fell into the 
hands of the enemy. Upwards of one hundred officers and 
soldiers instantly set off for Montreal, and it was with the 
greatest difficulty I could persuade the rest to make a 
stand. The panick soon subsided, I arranged the men ra 
such order as effectually to blockade the city, and enable 
them to assist each other if attacked. It was urged by the 
officers to move our ammunition and artillery stores, of 
which we had a large quantity, and though the risk was 
great, I could not approve the measure as it would un- 
doubtedly have made unfavourable impressions on the 
minds of the Canadians, and induced them to withdraw 
their assistance, which must have ended in our utter ruin. 
I, therefore, put the best face on matters, and betrayed no 
marks of fear. I have withdrawn the cannon from our 
battery and placed them round the Magazine. Our present 
force is only seven hundred. I am in daily expectation of 
a reinforcement frpm Montreal of two or three hundred 
men. I expected 'General Wooster, but find he cannot 
leave Montreal. Colonel Clinton is just arrived. I have 
put on foot the raising a regiment of two or three hundred 
Canadians, which I make no doubt of effecting. Our 
finances are very low ; however, I hope we shall be able 
to rub along. Mr. Price is our only resource, and has ex- 
erted himself. I wait with great anxiety the arrival of a 
reinforcement from below. 1 have wrote the honourable 
Congress my opinion that five thousand men will be neces- 
sary to insure us Quebeck, though it may possibly be re- 
duced with a less number ; it appears a blockade may- 
answer the purpose. I think Quebeck an object of too 
much consequence to trust it to the event. If reduced, five 
thousand men will be necessary for a garrison. 

Your favour of the 5th ultimo, is just come to hand. It 
gives me a most sensible pleasure to have your approba- 
tion of my conduct. I beg you would accept my thanks 
for the notice you have been pleased to take of me and my 
officers, in your new establishment. Most of them are pro • 
vided for in an unexpected manner, not very pleasing to 
me. 

Enclosed is a list of the killed and wounded. Both offi- 
cers and men behaved with the greatest intrepidity; and 
had not the General been basely deserted by his troops, we 
should doubtless have carried the town. My detachment 
had carried the first battery; my being wounded, and the 
loss of their guides, retarded them much. After the death 
of the General, they sustained the force of the whole gar- 
rison for a considerable time, who fired from under cover, 
and had every advantage of situation. Their retreat was 
cut off by the enemy's gaining a narrow defile through 
which they were obliged to pass. They were overpowered 
by numbers and obliged to resign, though deserving a bet- 
ter fate. Governour Carleton treats them with humanity, 
and has given leave for their baggage to be sent in to them. 
I heartily congratulate you on the success of your priva- 
teers. I think the balance of the last year's account is 
still in our favour, though we have met a severe check 
here. I hope soon to have the pleasure of seeing General 
Lee, or some experienced officer, here. 

I heartily wish you the protection and blessing of the 
Almighty, and am, with very great respect and esteem, 
dear sir, your obedient, humble servant, 

Benedict Arnold. , 
To General Washington. 
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List of Killed, Wounded, and Prisoners, in the attack on 
Quebeck, December 31, 1775: 

The brave and amiable General Montgomery, killed ; 
Captain Macpherson, his Aid-de-camp, killed ; Captain 
Cheeseman, First Battalion Yorkers, killed ; Captain Hen- 
dricks, Pennsylvania Riflemen, killed; Lieutenant Hum- 
phreys, Virginia Riflemen, killed ; Lieutenant Cooper, 
Connecticut, killed. 

Colonel Arnold, wounded in the leg ; Major Ogden, in 
the shoulder ; Captain Lamb, of the Train, in the head ; 
Captain Hubbard, slightly; Captain Topham, slightly; 
Adjutant Steel, slightly; Quartermaster Taylor, slightly. 

Non-commissioned officers and privates killed and wound- 
ed, about sixty — names unknown. The whole detachment 
prisoners, except Captains Smith, Burr, and Hopkins, 
seven subalterns, and about two hundred privates, sick and 
on command. 

COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Camp at Roxbury, January 14, 1776. 
Honoured Sir : I have your esteemed favour of the 
8lh instant, and would devoutly join in your petitions, that 
the hand of the Almighty, in His publick and private deal- 
ings, may be properly and profitably attended to. God 
has, indeed, appeared for our land, contrary to all human 
reasoning. The principles and hopes of our enemies have 
failed them ; the King's speech, threatening as it is, yet 
betrays, in almost every sentence, the imbecility of his 
measures. The Ministry, it seems, have still a morbid 
majority. It will give the minority new spirits, that so 
eminent and respectable characters as the Duke of Grafton, 
General Conway, and Bishop of Peterborough, are added 
to their number. And, befoje this time, the King's affairs 
in Canada will look with a dark aspect. Boston papers 
are, now a days, something of rarities. ,1 enclose you one 
for your amusement ; the lengthy address in it, animad- 
verting on the address from our Head-Quarters to the sol- 
diers, has inserted one sentence very erroneously. " Your 
officers tell you, (he says,) that men who are possessed of 
a vivacity," &.c. The word " not," which is essential to the 
meaning of the sentence, is left out. As light as they make 
of the burning of two or three old houses at Charlestown, 
they have pulled down the three or four that escaped the 
flames. The troops in Boston were under arms all night. 
I have alighted upon some old proclamations in the house 
where I am. As they are old things, and the productions 
of eminent men, I have had thoughts of sending some of 
them to you. 

Recruits come in slowly. The Regiments, on average, 
are not more than four hundred strong. We have, how- 
ever, more men than arms. By brother David's letter to 
the Major, the situation of affairs at New-York require im- 
mediate attention. That Colony has hitherto been, and I 
fear will forever be, a moth to us. I almost wish its capi- 
tal was in ashes. 

I send my love and duty to mother, brothers, and sis- 
ters, and a letter to son. 1 long to embrace the offspring 
of my dear companion. I implore the Divine mercy that 
he may, by his improvements and dutifulness, make some 
amends to his grand-parent* for the loss of their lovely 
daughter. That he may be a blessing to his friends and 
the world ; above all, that his name be written in Heaven. 
That you may experience much of the presence of the 
Father of lights, carrying you through the important busi- 
ness of your station, and have occasion to rejoice in the 
happy fruits of your care and labour. 

1 am, with all duty and affectionate regards, your be- 
reaved son, Jededuh Huntington. 
To Governour Trumbull. 



in orders, that the arms of such men as did not reinlist, 
should be (or such of them as were good) retained at the 
prices which should be affixed by persons appointed to in- 
spect and value them ; and that we might be sure of them, 
1 added, that there would be a stoppage of pay for the 
months of November and December, from those who should 
carry their fire-locks away without their being first exa- 
mined. I hoped, by these precautions, to have procured 
a considerable number; but, sir, I find, with much concern, 
that from the badness of the arms, and the disobedience of 
too many in bearing them off, without a previous inspec- 
tion, that very few were collected. Neither are we to ex- 
pect that many will be brought in by the new recruits ; the 
officers who are out inlisting having reported that few men 
who have arms will engage in the service, and that they 
are under the disagreeable alternative of taking men with- 
out arms, or of getting none. Unhappy situation, and 
much to be deplored ! especially, when we have every rea- 
son to convince us, that we have to contend with a formi- 
dable army, well provided of every necessary, and that 
there will be a most vigorous exertion of Ministerial ven- 
geance against us, as soon as they think themselves in a 
condition for it. I hope it is in the power of Congress to 
afford us relief. If it is not, what must, what can be done ? 

Our treasury is almost exhausted, and the demands 
against it very considerable. A constant supply of money 
to answer every claim and exigency, would much promote 
the good of the service. In the common affairs of life it 
is useful ; in war it is absolutely necessary and essential. 
I would beg leave, too, to remind you of tents, and of their 
importance, hoping, that if an opportunity has offered, you 
have procured them. 

I fear that our Army will not be raised to the new esta- 
blishment in any reasonable time, if ever; the inlisting goes 
on so very slow, that it almost seems at an end. 

In my letter of the 4th inst., I wrote you that I had received 
certain intelligence from a Mr. Hutchinson and others, 
that two of the five regiments from Cork, were arrived at 
Halifax, one at Boston, and the two others had sailed for 
Quebeck, and had not been heard of. I am now assured, 
as a matter to be relied on, by four captains of ships, who 
left England about the 2d November, and who appear to 
be men of veracity, that the whole of these regiments, (ex- 
cept the three companies that arrived at Boston some time 
ago,) when they sailed, were at Milj or d- Haven, where 
they had been obliged to put in by a violent storm the 19th 
of October; that they would not be able to leave it for 
a considerable time, as they were under the necessity of 
repairing their vessels and getting some new ones taken up. 
Such is the uncertainty and contradiction in what I now 
hear, that it is not possible to know what to believe or dis- 
believe. 

I wrote to the General Court yesterday, and to the Con- 
vention of New- Hampshire, immediately upon seeing the 
great deficiency in our arms, praying that they would inte- 
rest themselves in the matter, and furnish me with all in 
their power. Whether I shall get any, or what quantity, 
I cannot determine, having not received their answers. 
The same application will be made to the Governments of 
Connecticut and Rhode-Island. 

I do myself the honour to send you sundry newspapers, 
I received from the above-mentioned captains, as they may 
be later than any you have seen, and contain some inte- 
resting intelligence. 

I have the honour to be, with much esteem and regard, 
your most obedient servant, 

George Washington. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read January 25, 1776, referred to the Committee of Correspondence.] 

Cambridge, January 14, 1776. 

Sir : I am exceedingly sorry that I am under the neces- 
sity of applying to you, and calling the attention of Con- 
gress to the state of our arms, which is truly alarming. 
Upon the dissolution of the old Army, I was apprehensive 
that the new would be deficient in this instance ; and that 
the want might be as inconsiderable as possible, I gave it 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED. 

Cambridge, January 14, 1776. 

Deah Sir: The bearer presents an opportunity to me 
of acknowledging the receipt of your favour of the 30th 
ultimo, which never came to my hands till last night, and, 
if I have not done it before, of your other letter of the 
23d preceding. 

The hints you have communicated from time to time, 
not only deserve, but do most sincerely and cordially meet, 
with my thanks. You cannot render a more acceptable 
service, nor, in my estimation, give me a more Convincing 
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proof of your friendship, than by a free, open, and undis- 
guised account of every matter relative to myself or con- 
duct. I can bear to hear of imputed or real errors. The 
man who wishes to stand well in the opinion of others, 
must do this, because he is thereby enabled to correct his 
faults, or remove the prejudices which are imbibed against 
him. For this Teason,l shall thank you forgiving me the 
opinions of the world upon such points as you know me 
to be interested in ; for, as I have but one capital object in 
View, I could wish to make my conduct coincide with the 
wishes of mankind, as far as I can consistently ; I mean, 
without departing from that great line of duty which, 
though hid under a cloud for some time, from a peculiarity 
of circumstances, may, nevertheless, bear a scrutiny. 

My constant attention to the great and perplexing ob- 
jects which continually rise to my view, absorbs all lesser 
considerations, and, indeed, scarcely allows me to reflect 
that there is such a body in existence as the General Court 
of this Colony, but when 1 am reminded of it by a Com- 
mittee; nor can I, upon recollection, discover in what in- 
stances (I wish they would be more explicit) I have been 
inattentive to or slighted them. They could not, surely, 
conceive that there was a propriety in unbosoming the se- 
crets of an army to them ; that it was necessary to ask their 
opinion of throwing up an intrenchment or forming a bat- 
talion. It must, therefore, be what I before hinted to you ; 
and how to remedy it I hardly know, as I am acquainted 
with few of the members, never go out of my own lines, 
nor see any of them in them. 

I am exceedingly sorry to hear that your little fleet has 
been shut in by the frost. 1 hope it has sailed ere this, 
and given you some proof of the utility of it, and enabled 
the Congress to bestow a little more attention to the affairs 
of this Army, which suffers exceedingly by their overmuch 
business, or too little attention to it. We are now without 
any money in our treasury, powder in our magazines, or 
arms in our stores. We are without a Brigadier, (the want 
of whom has been twenty times urged,) Engineers, Ex- 
presses, (though a Committee has been appointed these 
two months to establish them,) and, by-and-by, when we 
shall be called upon to take the field, shall not have a tent 
to lie in. Apropos, what is doing with mine? 

These are evils, but small in comparison of those which 
disturb my present repose. Our inlistments are at a stand ; 
the fears I ever entertained are realized ; that is, the dis- 
contented officers (for I do not know how else to account 
for it) have thrown such difficulties or stumbling-blocks in 
the way of recruiting, that I no longer entertain a hope of 
completing the Army by voluntary inlistments, and 1 see 
no move nor likelihood to do it by other means. In the 
last two weeks, we have inlisted but about a thousand 
men ; whereas, I was confidently led to believe, by all the 
officers I conversed with, that we should, by this time, 
have had the regiments nearly completed. Our total 
number upon paper amounts to about ten thousand five 
hundred ; but, as a large portion of these are returned 
"not joined," I never expect to receive them, as an inef- 
fectual order has once issued to call them in. Another is 
now gone forth, peremptorily requiring all officers, under 
pain of being cashiered, and recruits, of being treated as 
deserters, to join their respective regiments by the first day 
of next month, that I may know my real strength ; but, if 
my fears are not imaginary, I shall have a dreadful account 
of the advanced month's pay. In consequence of the as- 
surances given, and my expectation of having, at least, 
men enough inlisted to defend our lines, (to which may be 
added my unwillingness to burden the cause with unneces- 
sary expense,) no relief of Militia has been ordered in to 
supply the places of those who are released from their 
engagements to-morrow, and as to whom, though many 
have promised to continue out the month, there is no se- 
curity for their stay. 

Thus am I situated, with respect to men. With regard 
to arms, I am yet worse off. Before the dissolution of the 
old Army, I issued an order, directing three judicious men 
of each brigade, to attend, review, and appraise the good 
arms of every regiment; and, finding a very great unwil- 
lingness in the men to part with their arms, (at the same 
time not having it in my power to pay them for the months 
of November and December,) I threatened severely, that 
every soldier who should carry away his fire- lock without 



leave, should never receive pay for those months. Yet, so 
many have been carried off, partly by stealth, but chiefly 
as condemned, that we have not, at this time, one hundred 
guns in the stores, of all that have been taken in the prize- 
ship and from the soldiery, notwithstanding our regiments 
are not half complete. At the same time, I am told, and 
believe it, that, to restrain the inlistment to men with arms, 
you will get but few of the former, and still fewer of the 
latter, which would be good for any thing. How to get 
furnished, I know not. I have applied to this and the 
neighbouring Colonies, but with what success, time, only, 
can tell. The reflection on my situation, and that of this 
Army, produces many an unhappy hour, when all aronnd 
me are wrapped in sleep. Few people know the predica- 
ment we are in, on a thousand accounts ; fewer, still, will 
believe, if any disaster happens to these Jines, from what 
cause it flows. I have often thought, how much happier 
I should have been, if, instead of accepting the command 
under such circumstances, I had taken my musket on my 
shoulder and entered the ranks ; or, if I could have justi- 
fied the measure to posterity and my own conscience, had 
retired to the back country and lived in a wigwam. If I 
shall he able to rise superior to these and many other diffi- 
culties which might be enumerated, I shall most religiously 
believe that the finger of Providence is in it, to blind the 
eyes of our enemies; for, surely, if we get well through 
this month, it must be for want of their knowing the dis- 
advantages we labour under. 

Could I have foreseen the difficulties which have come 
upon us ; could I have known that such a backwardness 
would have been discovered, among the old soldiers, to the 
service, all the Generals upon earth should not have con- 
vinced me of the propriety of delaying an attack upon 
Boston till this time. When it can now be attempted, I 
will not undertake to say ; but thus much I will answer 
for, that no opportunity can present itself earlier than my 
wishes. But, as this letter discloses some interesting 
truths, I shall be somewhat uneasy until I hear it gets to 
your bands, although the conveyance is thought safe. . 

We made a successful attempt, a few nights ago, upon 
the houses near Bunkers Hill. A party, under Major 
Knowlton, crossed upon the mill-dam, the night being 
dark, and set fire to and burnt down eight, out of fourteen 
which were standing, and which we found they were daily 
pulling down for fuel. Five soldiers and the wife of one 
of them, inhabiting one of the houses, were brought off 
prisoners ; another soldier was killed ; none of ours hurt. 

Having undoubted information of the embarkation of 
troops (somewhere from three to five hundred) at Boston, 
and being convinced they are designed either for the New- 
York Government (from whence we have some very dis- 
agreeable accounts of the conduct of the Tories) or Vir- 
ginia, I despatched General Lee, a few days ago, in order 
to secure the City of New-York from falling into their 
hands, as the consequences of such a blow might prove 
fatal to our interests. He is, also, to inquire a little into 
the conduct of the Long-Islanders, and such others as 
have, by their conduct and declarations, proved themselves 
inimical to the common cause. To effect these purposes, 
he is to raise volunteers in Connecticut, and call upon the 
troops of New-Jersey, if not contrary to any order of 
Congress. 

By a ship arrived at Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, we 
have London prints to the 2d of November, containing the- 
Addresses of Parliament, which are little more than a re- 
petition of the Speech, with assurances of standing by his 
Majesty with lives and fortunes. The captains (for there 
were three or four of them passengers) say, that we have 
nothing to expect but the most vigorous exertions of Ad- 
ministration, who have a dead majority upon all questions, 
although the Duke of Grafton and General Conway have 
joined the minority, as, also, the Bishop of Peterborough. 
These captains affirm, confidently, that the five regiments 
from Ireland cannot, any of them, have arrived at Halifax, 
inasmuch as, by a violent storm on the 19ih of October, 
the transports were forced, in a very distressed condition, 
into Milford-Haven, and were not in a condition to put to 
sea when they left London ; and the weather has been 
such, since, as to prevent heavy-loaded ships from making 
passage by this time. One or two transports, they add, 
were thought to be lpst ; but these arrived some consider- 
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able time ago at Boston, with three companies of the Se- 
venteenth Regiment. 

Mr. Sayre has been committed to the Tower, upon the 
information of a certain Lieutenant or Adjutant Richard- 
son, (formerly of your city,) for treasonable practices ; an 
intention of seizing his Majesty and possessing himself of 
the Tower, it is said in " The Crisis." But he is admitted 
to bail, bjmself in five hundred pounds, and two sureties in 
two hundred and fifty pounds each. 

What are the conjectures of the wise ones with you, as 
to the French armament in the West-Indies 1 But, pre- 
vious to this, is there any certainty of such an armament ? 
The captains, who are sensible men, heard nothing of this 
when they left England; nor does there appear any ap- 
prehensions, on this score, in any of the measures or 
speeches of Administration. I should think the Congress 
will not, ought not, to adjourn at this important crisis. 

But it is highly necessary, when I am at the end of the 
second sheet of paper, that I should adjourn my account 
of matters to another letter. I shall, therefore, in Mrs. 
Washington's name, thank you for your good wishes to- 
wards her, and with compliments, added to mine, to Mrs. 
Reed, conclude, dear sir, your sincere and affectionate 

' George Washington. 

To Joseph Reed, Esq. 

[general Washington] to colonel wentworth. 

Cambridge, January 14, 1776. 
Sir : I am commanded by his Excellency to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your favour of the 10th instant, with 
sundry newspapers, packages, &,c, by your young man, 
and to return you his thanks for the same, and your great 
attention to the directions he has given you. He is much 
obliged for your information respecting the store-ships, and 
wishes with you that they, or some of them may be brought 
safe into port by our armed cruisers, as they will be of 
immense value to us. 

I am, sir, yours, &c. 
To Joshua Wentworth, Esq., Portsmouth. 



GOOCHLAND COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Goochland County, 
at the Court-House, on Monday, January 15, 1776: 

Present seventeen Members. 

The Rev. Mr. William Douglas being summoned to this 
Committee on the information of sundry witnesses, that the 
said William Douglas had spoken disrespectfully of the 
people of America, appeared, and after the witnesses were 
examined, this Committee are of opinion that Mr. Doug- 
las has said nothing worthy of notice, and that he should 
be acquitted with honour. 

George Underwood, County Clerk. 



PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for the County of Prince 
Edward, January 15, 1776: 

Samuel Burks, an inhabitant. of this County, having been 
summoned to attend this Committee, in consequence of an 
information lodged against the said Burks, on suspicion of 
his having acted as an enemy to America, appeared, and 
after hearing the testimony of several witnesses, summoned 
and examined relative to Mr. Burks's conduct, it appears 
to this Committee, that the report was altogether false and 
groundless, and that the said Burks is entirely innocent of 
the charge: wherefore, he is honourably acquitted. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolves be trans- 
mitted to Mr. Alexander Purdie, and entreat him to pub- 
lish the same. 

John Nash, Jun., Chairman pro tern. 
Benjamin Lawson, Clerk. 



ACCOMACK COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, Acgomack County, ) 
January 15, 1776. $ 

A complaint being, heretofore, lodged against Captain 
Custis Kellum, mariner, a native of this County, for that 



he has opposed the measures adopted by the honourable 
the Convention of this Colony for raising troops, and pre- 
vented, as much as in his power, recruits from being raised 
in the said service, and that he also has expressed himself in 
language inimical to the American cause, the said Kellum 
this day appeared, and answered the same ; and sundry 
witnesses being examined on oath, it appeared, that he has 
much opposed the said measures, and prevented men from 
listing in the said service, and that he expressed himself in 
these words, viz : " Damn the Bostonians, what are ihey 
but a pack of G—d damned Rebels?" 

The Committee taking this case into consideration, are 
unanimously of opinion that he has acted the part of an 
enemy to his country, and that the same be published in 
the Gazette ; but the said Kellum appeared penitent, and 
expressing himself very sorry for his past imprudent conduct, 
promising to behave himself for the future in such manner 
as to regain and merit the confidence of his countrymen, 
and being seemingly convinced of his error, and voluntarily 
signed the Recantation hereafter written, it is recommend- 
ed to his said countrymen to receive him into their former 
favour and good opinion : 

" Whereas, I have spoken sundry very malicious and 
disgraceful words of the noble and spirited Sons of Liberty in 
New-England, now bleeding in the cause of freedom, and 
have been so impudent as to find fault with the proceedings 
of the honourable the Convention of Virginia, do hereby 
acknowledge, that my former opinion of the Bostonians, 
and of the proceedings of the honourable Convention, was 
founded on mean and narrow principles, and that I do 
hereby renounce the same, and will, for the future, conduct 
myself in such a manner as shall merit the good opinion of 
the good people of this country and the publick in general, 
against whom I have offended ; and hope for this, my free 
and open recantation and acknowledgment, to receive par- 
don and forgiveness from the publick for my above offence." 

"Custis Kellum." 

Extract from the Minutes : 

John Powell, Clerk. 



DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER TO CHARLES CARROLL, 
BARRISTER. 

Stopney, January 15, 1776. 
My Dear Barrister: Governour Eden is now with 
me, and very desirous and willing to co-operate with you 
and Mr. Tilghman, and such other gentlemen of the Con- 
vention, as are willing to disperse the cloud that has almost 
overshadowed and ready to burst upon us. Let me, there- 
fore, beg and beseech you to use your influence with Mr, 
Tilghman, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Holliday, and Mr. Stone, to 
dine with me to-morrow if the Convention should breakup 
in time, if not the next or any other day that may suit. I 
know the Eastern-Shore gentlemen are anxious to get 
home, but I natter myself, that they will think an addi- 
tional day to the many they have spent on publick busi- 
ness will not be thrown away in attempting to form a plan 
which may save millions of money and thousands of lives. 
I know your disposition, and need say no more, but to de- 
sire that you will communicate my request to the above 
named gentlemen, and send an answer by Charles, who 
will wait your commands. 

I am, truly and affectionately yours, 

Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer. 
To Charles Carroll, Barrister. 



CHARLES CARROLL, BARRISTER, TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS 

JENIFER. ' 

January 15, 1776. 

My Dear Major : I communicated your letter to the 
gentlemen you mentioned ; they will, with the utmost plea- 
sure, lend their assistance to form a plan for the very good 
purposes you mention, and would most willingly wait on 
you to dinner to-morrow, but think it impossible they can 
get back time enough to meet the House in the afternoon. 
Will it be agreeable to the Governour and yourself to take 
a scrap of dinner with me to-morrow. You know I cannot 
give you meat, but you shall both be most heartily wel- 
come to what I can give you. We expect the Conven- 
tion will break up to-morrow evening. Pray let me hear 
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from you to-morrow morning early, we must have a meet- 
ing. Your affectionate humble servant, 

Charles Carroll. 

To the Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq. 

P. S. I wrote you a note about dinner time, on the 
appointment o( the Council of Safety, which I hope you 
received. 

CHRISTOPHER GADSDEN TO COMMODORE HOPKINS. 

Philadelphia, January 15, 1776. 
Sir: I last night received my orders to go to Carolina, 
and expect to set out on Thursday morning for one of our 
pilot boats, now at New-Castle, in which 1 shall take my 
chance. Should you come out our way, if you think pro- 
per to let me know to-morrow or next day, what signal you 
will show when off our bar, you may depend on my keep- 
ing a good look out for you, and let nobody know the sig- 
nal, but when it is necessary. 

I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

Christopher Gadsden. 

To the Honourable Esecfc Hopkins, Esq., Commander-in- 
chief of the Fleet of the United Colonies. 

(Signal : Some one of the fleet, if together, or the small 
sloop, if alone, will hoist a striped flag half up to flying-stay.) 



Imported by Capt. Murray, - - - - - 100 lbs. 

17,800 lbs. 
Disposed of -------- - r 11,455 

6,350 lbs. 
This, only, remains for our musketry and field artillery. 

Disposition of the Powder since 17th April: 
Sold, and distributed among the people, - - 900 lbs. 
Sent, by land, to Canada, early in June, of our 

powder, 200 " 

Soon after sent there, ------- 1,200 '" 

To Ticonderoga and Albany, ----- 300 " 

To the Northern Army, in October, - - 1,400 " 
Sold, and gave to the Minute-Men of the Colony, 2,000 " 

To Suffolk, of the last, - 1,000" 

To Westchester, do. 1,000 " 

Deposited at the Fort, for the upper Counties, 3,000 " 
Paid a debt to Jersey, ------- 450 " 

11,450 lbs. 

Sir, my memory does not serve me, without looking 

over the Journals, as to several small parcels of Powder 

delivered out ; but the whole now in the Magazine, and in 

the Barracks, is two hundred and thirty-five quarter casks.. 

Alexander McDougall. ^ 
To Philip Livingston, Esq. 



NEW-YORK DELEGATES TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Road January 17, 1776.] 

New-York, January 15, 1776. 

Sir: Mr. Livingston arrived here on Saturday, and 
immediately communicated to us your letters, desiring us 
to purchase a quantity of powder, &c, we accordingly made 
a particular inquiry how much of that article is now in this 
Province, and find there is not, nor has there been, any 
since last April, but what has been in the hands of the 
Committee here, of which we send an account enclosed, 
whereby it appears that there is now in the publick store 
six thousand three hundred and fifty pounds, which, with 
what is due from the Continent to this Province, is all the 
stock they have ; four hundred and sixty-two quarter casks 
was all the powder that was brought from Curacoa, though 
it was said that it was to the amount of three hundred bar- 
rels, and that several other vessels, which arrived about the 
same time, had also brought powder, which was without 
foundation. 

A report prevails here that a fleet of eighteen trans- 
ports, three ships of war, and a bomb-ketch, have sailed 
from Boston; that General Lee has desired Governour 
Trumbull to get fifteen hundred men in readiness, with all 
despatch ; that he intended to march with a small body of 
men from Cambridge to Connecticut, and with the troops 
to be raised in Connecticut to march to this place ; but, as 
it is probable you have information from the General, it 
will be needless for us to enlarge. 

The Asia and Phenix are both in this harbour, and the 
Viper at Sandy-Hook. 

We are, sir, your most humble servants, 

Philip Livingston, 
John Alsop, 
Francis Lewis. 
To the Honourable John Hancock. 



COLONEL MeDOTJGALL TO PHILIP LIVINGSTON. 

New-York, January 15, 1776. 
Sir : Agreeable to your desire, I have given you, at 
foot, an account of all the Powder this Colony has been 
possessed of since the battle of Lexington to this day. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your very humble servant, 

Alexander McDougall. 

Powder in our possession since April, 1775: 

In the Magazine on that day, about - - - 1,000 lbs. 
Reported from Pensacola, ------ 1,500 " 

Do. by Capt. A. Laurence, - - - - 3,600 " 

Do. by Capt. Cannon, from Curacoa, 462 

quarter barrels, equal to ----- - 11,500 " 



17,700 lbs. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN ALBANY TO 
ONE IN HARTFORD, DATED JANUARY 15, 1776. 

Last Friday came an express to this city, with the news 
that Sir John Johnston, (son of the late Sir William,) with 
about five hundred men, and a few Indians, (Mohawks,) 
were assembling in hostile posture, he. The County 
Committee convened immediately, and ordered the Mi- 
nute-Men in Albany, Schenectady, Schoharie, Half 
Moon, he, to march to Johnstown, with four days pro- 
vision, an axe to every sixth man, &,c, who are now gone 
and going ; but [ rather guess will prove a false alarm, in 
part, or, at least, less alarming than at first received. 

P. S. Monday Evening, January 15. — To-morrow 
morning, very early, General Schuyler, with the multitudes 
come in from Berkshire, and all around, (except those 
gone forward to Schenectady, and some sent home to pre- 
pare for the tour of Canada,) will set off for Johnstown. 
This city is in the greatest confusion ; every countenance 
is changed ; Whigs depressed and melancholy, and imme- 
diately animated and revengeful, or rather spirited for a 
noble and vigorous effort in the cause of liberty; whilst the 
Tories prick up their ears. One of them, for publickly 
rejoicing at General Montgomery's untimely fall, is closet- 
ed in the City-Hall. 

P. S. 16th, ten o'clock, A. M. — The General just gone 
to Schenectady, on his way to Johnstown, accompanied by 
many good soldiers, he. Success attend them. 



MESSAGE TO THE MOHAWKS, BY MR. BLEECKER, INDIAN 
INTERPRETER, JANUARY 15, 1776. 

Brothers: I am sent by the Commissioners of the Uni- 
ted Colonies, to acquaint you that the brethren of Albany 
have received information that several persons, in and about 
Johnstown, are busy in inlisting men to cut our throats, and 
are making other hostile preparations to assist in enslaving 
this country, and to prevent and stop up the road, of com- 
munication to the westward. Your Albany brothers, on 
this alarming occasion, have collected their warriors, and 
are now sending them up the river, iri order to inquire into 
the truth of the report, and act thereupon as they may 
judge needful. 

Brothers: Be not alarmed at these preparations ; nothing 
is intended against you ; our own safety and liberty impel 
us to this measure ; you can rest perfectly satisfied that we 
will invariably pursue our friendly disposition towards you, 
and expect that you will, agreeable to the promises you 
made us at Albany, take no part in the present struggle. 

Brothers : We promised you, last Summer, that Sir/oA« 
and his family should not be molested, while he took no 
measures against us : We are yet of that mind ; and, if he 
has acted as an honest man, he need not fear any danger. 

Brothers: Lest the preparations and march into your 
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country should alarm the Six Nations, we desire 4hat you 
will send some of your young men with this speech to the 
end of the House of the Six Nations, that no uneasiness 
may take place in their minds. 

Reply of the Mohawks, sent by Mr. Bleecker. 

Brothers: This belt we present to the Commissioners 
of the Twelve United Colonies, and our brothers of Alba- 
ny, and desire them that the troops that were coming up 
should not come up so speedily ; that, perhaps, a mode 
might be pointed out to have it settled in an easier man- 
ner ; that, perhaps, in case the troops came up, it might 
be a means to stop up the road, and, perhaps, create an 
uneasiness in their minds, as they and Sir John were, as it 
were, one blood ; and that the General should do^ all in his 
power to have it settled without the troops going up ; that 
he was a wise man. and should set his thoughts a thinking 
to have it settled, by appointing three or four persons to 
treat with Sir John about it. That they would retain the 
belt sent by the Commissioners, till such time as they 
heard from the Commissioners; and, in case the troops did 
not come, then they would send the belt forward to the 
other nations ; but, if they came up, then they would keep 
the same in their hands. That three of their nation should 
immediately go to Sir John, and desire him to remain si- 
lent and be at peace ; and, that in case there were any in 
Johnstown that were Tories, they would settle them, and 
make them remain peaceable. That all the uneasiness in 
the minds of Sir John and the others in Johnstown, origi- 
nates from accounts that they receive from people in Al- 
bany; that they daily have accounts from thence that the 
New-England people are coming up to destroy Sir John 
and his possessions. 

Answer sent from the Squaws. 
Brothers, The Commissioners of the United Colonies, 
and the People of Albany : This belt we present you, and 
hereby renew the covenant that was made last Summer ; 
and we beg that no disturbance shall be made up here, and 
that the said covenant may nOt thereby be broken. That 
in case the troops were to come up, it might create great 
uneasiness, as they and Sir John were of one blood ; and 
that in case Sir John was disturbed, it might touch their 
blood ; and we beg some other mode may be pointed out, 
whereby this uneasiness may be settled. 



GOYERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, January 15, 1776. 

Sir: I have received your agreeable letter of the 7th 
instant, per Captain Sears. 

The condition and circumstances of the Colony of New- 
York gives me pain, lest the friends to American liberty, 
in that Colony, should be too much neglected, and become 
disheartened, and the inimical designs and mischievous 
operations of others succeed. I have received credible 
information that the Provincial Congress there had spent 
some time, just before they adjourned to the first of Feb- 
ruary, in debating whether they should not address Mr. 
Tryon, for the purpose of calling the General Assembly of 
that Colony, to revive the old scheme of adopting the Par- 
liamentary insult of the 20th of February last, which was 
rejected. Surely our friends want to be strengthened, and 
our enemies to be checked. 

The following is an extract from a letter from one of our 
friends to another, dated December 27, 1775: "Just after 
you left town, the Phenix, a forty-gun ship, arrived, and 
anchored just before Mr. Drake's; and, in two or three 
days after, the Asia, in company of the Dutchess of Gor- 
don, came and anchored opposite to Peck's Slip, so that 
we are highly honoured. General Dalrymple is on board 
the Phenix, and it is rumoured that they have two hun- 
dred troops concealed on board, which has, for near a week 
past, kept us on pretty hard duty. The Colonel has slept 
in the barracks two or three nights. If they come, I hope 
to give a good account of them. We have some excel- 
lent field-pieces, and if they visit us the gates will be open- 
ed, and we will welcome them with a few Resolves of the 
Continental Congress, which is the name of one of the 
pieces." 



■ I wrote a letter to President Hancock, dated the 6th 
January, instant, and another to one of our Delegates at 
Congress, requesting that more effectual measures may be 
taken for the security of New- York, to prevent our ene- 
mies from being supplied with provisions, furnished with 
intelligence, and from having an opportunity to use every 
artifice to insult and injure us from that quarter. It, there- 
fore, gave me sensible pleasure, to find that you have 
adopted the measures mentioned in yours, and with great 
cheerfulness called my Council, and, with their advice, ap- 
pointed Colonel Waterbury , Lieutenant-Colonel Bradley, 
and Major Hobby, Field-Officers for one regiment ; Colo- 
nel Ward, Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, and Major Douglass, 
for another; sent a proclamation to the two Colonels, and 
orders to them, with the rest of the Field-Officers, by volun- 
tary inlistment to raise seven hundred and fifty men each, 
to join and assist Major-General Lee, with encouragement 
that they should be entitled to the same pay, wages, and 
billeting allowed the troops before Boston, during the time 
they serve, and to be dismissed soon, when the service 
would conveniently admit. The Field-Officers of each 
regiment to select Captains and Subalterns from those in 
the standing Militia ; if needful, to request the chief officer 
of the Militia companies to call their companies together, 
for the purpose of inlisting the men with expedition ; and, 
to prevent difficulty for want of ammunition, have ordered 
Captain Niles, commander of our armed schooner, Spy, to 
take on board half a ton of powder, and transport four 
hundred pounds to Neiv-Haven, two hundred pounds to 
Norwalk, and four hundred pounds to Stamford, with 
orders to him to follow such directions as Major-General 
Lee may give for the service he is employed in, and to 
execute the same until dismissed by him, or further orders 
from me; wished, but failed, to have the pleasure of a short 
interview with him. 

When my orders were ready, very early on Saturday 
morning last, Captain Sears took them, and, I apprehend, 
he got to Hartford by noon. I wrote to Major-General 
Lee, informing of what was done by me. I have no doubt 
but the men at the westward part of this Colony will rea- 
dily and expeditiously engage in the service. May the 
Supreme Director of all events add his blessing on our en- 
deavours to preserve, support, and maintain the constitu- 
tional liberties of these Colonies, which he hath made it 
our duty to do. 

Thirteen Indians, of the Caughnawaga tribe, came to 
visit me on the 13th, and seemed well pleased to have a con- 
ference on our affairs, and expressed their belief of my in- 
formation, and that they were friends and brothers ; and 
yesterday proceeded on their way to you. 

I am, with great esteem and regard, your Excellency's 
most obedient humble servant, 

Jonathan Trumbull. 
To His Excellency General Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY. 

Cambridge, January 15, 1776. 

Sir : The enclosed account was this day sent me, by 
Captain Wadsworth, for payment, as you will see by his 
order. The services being done for the benefit of the Pro- 
vince, and at the instance of your honourable body, I have 
referred him to you for payment. 

1 am, sir, he, n m 

George Washington. 

To the Honourable James Warren, Esq., President, Stc. 

WILLIAM WATSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Plymouth, January 15, 1 776. 

Sir : Your Excellency's favour of the 3d instant came 
to hand, annexed to which are the resolves of the Grand 
Continental Congress, respecting captures made by Conti- 
nental armed vessels and others. In compliance with which, 
and in obedience to your Excellency's command, I have 
libelled all the vessels which have been brought into this 
port, by the Harrison armed schooner, and which are now 
in my care, viz : one sloop, one schooner, and one fishing 
boat, of about fifteen tons, and shall use my best endeavours 
that these vessels be brought to trial as soon as may be. 

The schooner Harrison, lately commanded by Captain 



■* ij *" : --""'' mx 



685 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, JANUARY, 1776. 



686 



Coit, I find by strict inquiry, (though she be not very well 
accommodated for the officers,) is an excellent sailer, and 
is sufficiently strong. The Continent has been at consi- 
derable expense in fitting this vessel for the service, and 
should she be put out, and another taken into the service, 
one hundred pounds will necessarily be sunk to the Conti- 
nent by the transfer. For these reasons I have thought it 
prudent to continue the Harrison in the service, and have, 
agreeable to your Excellency's permission, nominated Cap- 
tain Charles Dyar to the command. This Dyar was with 
Captain Coit, his last cruise, and can give the character of 
the schooner more perfectly. 

Captain Dyar, the bearer of this wont, at first interview, 
appear to your Excellency to advantage ; he is no orator, 
and seems rather softly; but his character ranks high as a 
good officer, and as an active, smart sailor. Captain Coit 
has recommended him in high terms, and will give your 
Excellency his true character. 

We shall have no difficulty in getting as fine a crew as 
any on the Continent, provided they can be inlisted for six 
months only, or for so long a time as Captain Dyar shall 
continue to command. Our people are very fond of know- 
ing their officers, and the best of them are unwilling to 
engage for a longer time than their officers engage for. 
Captain Dyar will wait on your Excellency, and will re- 
ceive every necessary direction. 

I am, your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant, 

William Watson. 
To His Excellency General Washington. 

N. B. Your Excellency will please to direct me whether 
I am to libel the two vessels taken by Major Tupper, and 
carried into Dartmouth. 



MESHECH WEARE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

January 15, 1776. 

May it please your Excellency : Your letter of the 
13th instant, setting forth the difficulty of providing fire- 
arms for the Army, came to hand yesterday. The Gen- 
eral Court, now sitting, took the contents under considera- 
tion, and find that all the publick arms of the Colony have 
been delivered out to the soldiers, now in the Continental 
Army, and at our own garrisons in Portsmouth. Upon a 
return lately made from the several towns in this Colony, 
we find that not more than two-thirds of the persons capa- 
ble of using arms, are provided therewith, and many of 
them, such as would not be thought fit to be trusted to in 
the Continental Army. The scarcity of workmen, as well 
as steel, has hitherto prevented our getting but a small 
number made in this Colony, for which reasons, together 
with the apparent need of our keeping a considerable body 
of troops to defend our seaports, brings us to the disagree- 
able necessity of informing your Excellency that it is not in 
our power to supply any arms for the purpose you men- 
tion. We are fearful, that the detention of the arms of 
the Militia, (now at the Camp,) againsr their consent, 
would create such an uneasiness in their minds, that they 
would not exert themselves freely, if called upon here- 
after. 

To General Washington. 



THOMAS WESTBROOK WALDRON TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COM- 
MITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Dover, January 15, 1776. 

Gentlemen : While my heart gratefully glows with 
thankfulness, on the distinguished mark of respect shown 
me by your vote of the 6th instant, handed hither by 
Ichabod Rollins, Esq., the evening of the same day, I beg 
leave to acquaint you, that I have been little able to leave 
home for three winters successively. That accepting the 
honourable, arduous, and intense duty, proposed, without a 
prospect of attending thereto, (which I have not,) would 
be but to prevent the appointment of a suitable person to 
assist in the now critical councils of the Colony, and that 
an address giving notice of my inability, and imploring 
your excuse, would have been forwarded last week, had not 
one of your honourable body consented to convey it there. 

Please to forgive my saying, that to prevent the effects 
of late unconstitutional measures, many Colonies appoint- 



ed Congresses, as their General Assemblies were subject 
to the adjournments, prorogations, and dissolutions of Go- 
vernours, &tc, and that while Congresses, as such, managed 
the momentous affair, the friends of America in England, 
and elsewhere, approved the exertions, and we may rea- 
sonably hope will continue still so to do as it seems to me. 
But as the fertile field before me begins to raise ideas too 
important for my steril pen to marshal, 1 take leave, with 
only adding, that I wish you Divine direction, and am, with 
great truth and sincerity, honourable sirs, your respectful, 
and most obliged, humble servant, 

Thomas Westbrook Waldbon. 

To the New-Hampshire Committee of Safety. 



HERBERT COURTENAY TO CHARLES CARROLL, BARRISTER. 

Baltimore, January IB, 1776. 

Sir: Your favour of the 14th is now before me, the 
contents of which 1 note. You may be assured I want no 
other indulgence in leading the brig Friendship, than others 
are entitled to by similar contracts, and without vanity, can 
say, that I can execute such business on equal terms with 
any other in Baltimore, but I wish not to sacrifice a com- 
mission in giving advanced prices above my limits, as am 
pretty certain has been the case with some since my writing 
you last. I wonder my application has been the first to 
raise (he price, as I have been told by several that the Con- 
vention was. wrote to on same head, but when I wrote you 
first, the matter was only beginning, and that with people 
who was buying on some private account, and not on that 
of the Convention, which disabled those employed by them 
from executing their commissions, as the country people 
and millers will always sell to those who give them most; 
nay, some flour that I had bought two days ago, was taken 
from my door, and given to another private buyer, who gave 
thirteen shillings per cwt. for it ; under such circumstances 
the market is at present, and unless some order is taken 
therein to put a stop to private buyers, it appears that the 
publick's must be impeded. I did inform the Committee 
that I had engaged between four and five hundred barrels, 
which was the case, but bad weather has, I must suppose, 
stopped the wagons. I have about one hundred and seven- 
ty barrels of flour on board, and the bread is ready, but that 
must go in last. I shall go on with loading, as fast as flour 
comes in, and follow your directions. I thought I could 
not do less than advise you in my former letter how mat- 
ters were going on here, which is still the case. This week 
I think must bring much flour in. 

I am, sir, with all respect, your very humble servant, 

Herbert Courtenay, 

To Charles Carroll, Esq., Barrister.^ 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, January 16, 1776. 
Your letters of the 25th and 31st of December, and 4th 
of January, have been duly received, and laid before Con- 
gress. 

By the enclosed resolutions, you will perceive, that the 
Congress, in providing for the defence of Canada, have di- 
rected that two battalions should be raised out of the troops 
now serving there. This they did in testimony of their 
approbation of the services of those brave men, apprehend- 
ing at the same time that it would be both agreeable to the 
officers and men, to have the honour of defending a coun- 
try which their valour had rescued from slavery. 

And the Congress have a firm confidence, that General 
Montgomery, who has a warm and just sense of their merit 
and services, will cheerfully embrace the present opportu- 
nity to continue and promote the officers of that corps, and, 
as far as in his power, to reward with office, and commend, 
in those battalions, such volunteers and others, as have dis- 
tinguished themselves. 

The Committee to whom your letters were referred, this 
day brought a partial report ; on which the Congress came 
to certain resolutions, which you will see in the enclosed 
extracts. I am just to acquaint you, that it is expected 
when the Paymaster draws any bills, he will observe to 
make them payable some few days after sight. The Com- 
mittee have desired leave to sit again, which is granted. 
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As soon as they have completed their report, and the 
Congress have come to a determination thereon, I shall do 
myself the pleasure of transmitting it to you. 

The money last voted, is now ready; and the persons 
who have the charge of conveying it, will, I expect, set 
out with it to-morrow. 

1 have the pleasure to inform you, that the Committee 
have purchased the saltpetre, and have agreed with the 
owners of mills to manufacture it into powder. One of 
the mills, it is expected, will make near a ton a week, and 
another near half a ton. I hope you will soon receive the 
powder ordered to be purchased at New-York. There 
were, as we are informed, eight tons in the same vessel im- 
ported for that Colony. 

The publick papers will inform you that Lord Dunmore 
has endeavoured to exercise the same barbarity against the 
defenceless town of Norfolk, as was exercised against 
Falmouth. 

By these repeated instances of inhumanity, so contrary 
to the rules of war, and so long exploded by all civilized 
nations, it would seem, as if the rancorous Ministry, de- 
spairing of their measures to conquer and enslave, had 
determined to glut their revenge with destruction and de- 
vastation. For my part, I shall not be surprised to hear, 
that in their phrenzy of rage, and to effect their dark pur- 
poses, they have proceeded to murder, under forms of law, 
those prisoners whom the tools of their vengeance have 
chanced to take, and whom, with officious zeal, they have 
sent to England. 

As it is now apparent that our enemies mean to exert 
their whole force against us next Summer, the Congress 
are taking measures for putting the Middle and Southern 
Colonies in a posture of defence. We shall, doubtless, suffer 
much in this great struggle ; but I trust no losses or suffer- 
ings will induce us to desert the defence of our liberty; 
and that, cost what it may, we will persevere with unre- 
mitting vigour to maintain that inestimable jewel, which we 
received from our ancestors, and transmit the same with 
unsullied lustre to our posterity. 

January 18. — The Committee to whom your letter of 
the 31st of December was referred, desire to be informed, 
whether the companies stationed at Chelsea and Maiden 
are regimented, and whether, if those at Hingham, Wey- 
mouth, and Bruintree, were withdrawn, it would be neces- 
sary to replace them out of the Continental Army. 

Since writing the above, we have received a letter from 
Messrs. Philip Livingston, Alsop, and Lewis, by which, 
we find, to our mortification, that we were misinformed with 
regard to the large quantity of powder arrived at New- 
York, and that there were only four hundred and sixty- 
two quarter casks, which were imported for the use of that 
Colony, and of which a great part is distributed among 
several Counties. 

Before this comes to hand, you will doubtless receive an 
account of the disagreeable news from Quebeck, on which 
I sincerely condole with you. The Congress arrived here 
last evening. To day I expect the Congress will take it 
into consideration. The result of their deliberations you 
will have in my next letter. 

I am, &c, John Hancock, President. 



THOMAS LYNCH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, January 16, 1776. 

Dear Sir: I am happy to be at last able to write you, 
that every thing you desired me to get done, is accomplish- 
ed for the present. Our President assures me he has sent 
you the determination of Congress, concerning the trial of 
captures. Courts of Admiralty have been appointed in the 
Colony for that purpose. Colonel Frye has been appoint- 
ed Brigadier in your Army, (Mr. Arnold precedes him in 
that of Quebeck ;) and I enclose copies of the resolutions 
for the direction of the Postmaster, relative to letters of 
officers and soldiers in our service. 

The delays in procuring the money has given me much 
concern, being sensible of the injury occasioned thereby to 
the service, but the calls for money from every quarter so 
far outrun the diligence of the signers, that my reiterated 
solicitations could get the sum no sooner. 

We have resolved to raise, exclusive of your Army, in 
New- Hampshire one battalion, in Connecticut one, in New- 



York one, in Jersey three, in Pennsylvania five, in the 
Lower Counties one, in Virginia six, in North- Carolina 
three, and South- Carolina three, in Georgia one, and in 
Canada two, exclusive of Canadians ; besides these, I have 
no donbt New-York will have four more, and Maryland 
two, which, with the Regiments of Artillery, will be sixty- 
two or three battalions, and the expense not less than ten 
millions of dollars. How quick a transfer of property from 
the rich to the poor such an expenditure must produce, 
you are well able to judge. The prospect is far from re- 
ceiving light when it is considered how each Colony lavishes 
away its private treasure at the same time, or when we 
view the amazing and unaccountable supineness of all our 
Governments. Not a single individual, any where in civil 
department, seems to consider himself as interested in pub- 
lick matters, unless he can get money by them. The idea 
of all the paper being mortgages on their private estates 
is totally lost and forgotten. 

In this state of things, I have, besides my dependance 
of the continuance of the favour of Heaven, trust in two 
supports alone, the one on your vigorous exertions, the 
other on the weakness of our enemies. Should they lose 
footing in America this Winter, I should despise their thir- 
ty thousand Russians, scattered by storms, arriving, one 
transport after another, fatigued and debilitated by the 
fatal effects of a long voyage, without a spot to collect and 
recruit themselves for the field, and depending for every 
necessary on supplies from a country three thousand miles 
distant. 

Do not the speeches of the King and his Ministers hold 
very different language from those of the last year ? Ame- 
rica is no longer the abject, cowardly, and defenceless 
wretch she was then ; now his Lordship would have de- 
spised, had they not braveiy supported their rights, seems 
to approve their vigorous support of them, and offers the 
terms of 1763. A gentleman, well known to Maryland, 
Lord Drummond, just from England, assures me, he will 
give much more ; he tells me that he has had many con- 
versations with Ministry on this subject, and showed me a 
paper, approved by each of them, and which he is sure 
will be supported in both Houses. The substance of it is, 
America to be declared free in point of taxation, and 
internal police ; judges to be approved by the judges of 
England, and commissioned during good behaviour, upon 
stated and sufficient support be statedly assigned by the 
Colonies ; all charters to be held sacred ; that of Boston re- 
stored : Britain to regulate trade sub modo, all duties laid 
for the purpose of regulation, be paid into the Colony Trea- 
sury, where they arise, applicable to its uses by its own 
Legislature, in lieu of which, America shall, by duties, on 
such articles as will probably keep pace in its consump- 
tion, with the rise or declension of the Colony, laid up 
by each legislature, by permanent act of Assembly; grant 
towards the general support of the empire, annual sums in 
proportion to five thousand pounds sterling, for this Colo- 
ny: as this sum is little more than half of what did arise 
by duties heretofore paid in this place, I doubted his in- 
formation, but was assured, that Ministry wanted nothing 
but a show of revenue to hold up to Parliament, as they 
are afraid to propose reconciliation, without saving, what 
the stiff old Englishmen call, the honour of the nation. 
His Lordship came hither through Halifax, Boston, and 
York, where, I fancy, he saw what induced him to hint 
once or twice at beginning with a suspension of arms ; to 
which I turned a very deaf ear, well knowing that the 
Winter season is ours, and that much may be done by 
April next. 1 sincerely wish I had your sentiments on 
these heads. I shall propose them to the consideration of 
Congress, as soon as the most urgent affairs are over; I 
think they merit it. 

Congress has ordered you fifteen ton of gunpowder from 
New-York, and we have saltpetre enough here, to make 
eighty tons more, so that I hope we shall not soon want 
again ; larger quantities are every day expected. I beg 
you will make our compliments to your lady, and to the 
rest of your family, and all my friends. Dear, sir, your 



most obedient, 



Thomas Lynch. 



P. S. We have just heard from Charlestoion, that they 
have mounted on the batteries there above one hundred 
and sixty cannon, from twelve to forty-two pounders, and 
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seventy more in different parts of the Province, that the 
party raised by Kirkland and his gang are totally sup- 
pressed ; he is come, but I have not yet seen him. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

Thursday, January 4, 1776. 

The following Members met according to adjournment : 
John Broome, Chairman. 

Mr. Low, Captain Donning, Mr. Ramsey, 

Mr. P. P. Van Zandt, Mr. Brinckerhoff, Colonel Lott, 

Mr. Jay, Captain Bcrrian, Colonel Hyer, 

Mr. Norwood, Mr. Breasted, Major Stoutenburgri, 

Captain Dennis, Captain Johnson, Mr. Janeway, 

Mr. Burling, Mr. Basselt, Mr. De Peystor, 

Mr. R. Ray, Mr. J. Ray, Mr. Room e, 

Mr. Pell, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Brower, 

Mr. Bancker, Mr. Totten, Mr. Gilbert. 

As there was not a sufficient number of Members pre- 
sent to constitute a House, Committee adjourned, 

At a special meeting of the General Committee for the 
City and County of New-York, on Monday, January 8, 
1776. Present : C. P. Low, Chairman pro tern. 

Colonel Lasher, Captain Pell, Mr. Van Voorhies, 

Colonel Hyer, Captafn Gilbert, Major Bleecker,' 

Mr. Low, Captain Johnson, Mr. Brinckerhoff 

Mr- Dupeoomb, Mr. Curtenius, Mr, Bassett, 

Colonel Lott, M r , Reade, Colonel Bull, 

Mr. Dreasted, Mr. Muure, " Mr. Pintard, 

Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. J. Anthony, 

• Mr. Duyckinek, Mr. Bancker, Captain Janeway, 

Captain Ivers, Mr. Miller, Mr. De Peystor, 

Captain Dennis, Major Stoutenburgh, Mr. Norwood, 

Ciptaip Dpnning, Mr. J. Ray, Jurj., Mr. Sharpe, 

Mr. Byvunek, Mr. Totten, Mr. Sands, 

Mr. Jay, Mr. Brower, Mr. Roome. 
Major Abeel, 

On motion of Major Abeel, and seconded by Captain 
Denning, 

Ordered and agreed, That every Member now present 
do engage to meet punctually upon every "adjournment, 
under the fine of eight shillings for every default, until the 
whole business now before this Committee, unfinished, is 
finally determined ; and that no Member do leave this Com- 
mittee without fust obtaining permission from the Chair. 

The fourth article of the Regulations for the Military 
Night Guard, being found insufficient, Major Abeel moved 
that the following addition be made thereto, viz: 

" And, also, shall take down the names of the person? 
such Goods belong to, the number of the Packages, and 
report them in ihe morning to the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, who shall direct the Committee of Secrecy to ex- 
amine about the Goods so landed. If the Chairman is not 
in town, the Report be given to one of the gentlemen of 
the Secret Committee." 

Which was unanimously agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Secretary make a copy of the Re- 
gulations for the Military Night Guard, with the above 
addition, and deliver the same to the Town-Major, vvith 
orders to have the same put up in the Guard Room. 

The Committee being informed that Mr. Samuel Bur- 
ling and Thomas Grant, have imported sundry English 
Goods in the Sloop Wanton, James Mount, Master, con- 
trary to the General Association, 

Ordered, That Messrs. Grant and Burling be request- 
ed to attend this Committee, 

Mr. Grant accordingly attending, laid several Letters 
before the Committee:, 

Committee adjourned until four o'clock, this afternoon. 



Monday, afternoon, January 8, 1776. 

The Committee met according to adjournment. Pre- 
sent: C. P, Low, Chairman pro lem. 

Colonel Lasher, Mr. Pintard, M.r. Van Voorhies, 

Colonel Hyer, Mr. Norwood, Mr. Brinckerhoff, 

.Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Stoutenburgh, Mr. Anthony, 

Mr. Roosevelt, Mr, Mulligan, Captain Janeway, 

Mr. Diiyckfnc.k, Captain Gilbert, Mr. De Peyster, 

Captain Dennis, Captain Johnson, Mr. Sands, 

Captain Denning, Mr. Moore, Mr. Roomo, ~-~_ 

Mr. Byvanck, P. P. Van Zandt, _ Colonel Lott, 

Mr. Jay, Mr. Bincker, Mr. Miller, 

Major Abeel, Mr. Breasted, Mr. Bleecker, 

Captain Pell, Mr. Brower, Mr. Van Cortlandt, 

Mr. Bull, Mr. J. R;>y, Jun., Mr. Templeton^ 

Mr. Bassott, Mr. Tof.tcn, 



Fourth Series, — Vol. iv. 



Garret Abeel and Abraham Brinckerhoff, a sub-Com- 
mittee appointed to attend the election of Officers for Beat 
No. 8, in the room of Benjamin James, who had been 
chosen captain, but had resigned, he not being willing to 
sign the Declaration required of him, report as follows, viz: 
That on Friday evening, the 5th of January, 1776, they 
did attend at the. Guard Room on the Battery, where there 
appeared to be present about sixty persons belonging to 
said Beat; that we acquainted them with our business, at 
the same time letting them know that Mr. James liad re- 
signed, not being willing to sign the Declaration, and, there- 
fore, could not obtain a commission tinless he would sign 
said Declaration, he being present informed us that hejdid 
not choose to sign the Declaration, asked them who they 
nominated for their captain ? was told by them Benjamin 
James, as Captain, John Turner, as First Lieutenant, John 
Burrows, as Second Lieutenant, and Meads Brasher, as 
Ensign, and unanimously declared they would serve under 
no other captain. 

Ordered, That the Report, (with a copy of this order,) 
be transmitted to the Committee of Safety immediately, 
and that Mr. Abeel and Mr. Brinckerhoff be a sub-Com- 
mittee to wait on the Committee of Safety, with said Re- 
port. 

Garret Abeel and Abraham Brinckerhoff, a sub-Com- 
mittee appointed to attend the election of Officers for Bea_ts 
No. 13 and 14, in the room of some who had resigned and 
removed out of town, report, that on Saturday evening, 
6th January, 1776, they did attend such elections at tlie 
Guard Room on the Battery, where there appeared to be 
a majority of the electors in said Beats, and unanimously 

chose the following persons Officers, vizi ; ~" ; 

. Beat No. 13.—David Wolfe, Captain ; Joseph Winter, 
First Lieutenant; Christopher Wolfe, Second Lieutenant; 
Philip Phenix, Ensign. 

Beat No. 14. — Burnt Burlingham, Captain; Henry 
York, First Lieutenant ; Thomas Van Pelt, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Anthony Ford, Ensign. ~ ' '.'. 

Ordered, That the Report be transmitted to the Com- 
mittee of Safety, that the commissions may be made out 
for the Officers. .-..:...== = 

Mr. Sa?nuel Burling attended the Committeeagreeable 
to an order of this morning, and after being examined, was 
ordered to withdraw. ".'.'.. ."__" 

Ordered, That Mr. Dennitig, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Duns- 
comb, and Mr. Dennis, be a sub-Committee to exafiiitip 
the Goods in the possession of Mr. Grant, which were 
imported in the Sloop Wanton, and that they make a re- 
port thereon immediately. "\ -■■^- 

Ordered, That Mr. Mount be requested, to attend this 
Committee immediately. _.,.„__ 

Mr, Mount accordingly attending, produced a Manifest 
of the cargo imported in the Sloop Wanton; and upon 
his examination says: That he does not remember that he 
told any person what quantity he had brought; that he 
reported he had brought Powder, in order to make people 
easy. """„*, 

Ordered, That Mr. Barling's case be deferred .until 
the next meeting. 

Ordered, That Barnl Christophers and James Leonard, 
be requested to attend this Committee at the next meet- 

in §- .--"--, 

Daniel Phenix and Oliver Templeton, a sub-Com;mit- 
tee appointed to superintend the election of Officers in 
Beat No. 20, certify that the following persons were .eject- 
ed without opposition : 

Wydert Ke.tktas, Captain; Daniel McCormicjc,'^'nst 
Lieutenant; Henry Mitchell, Second Lieutenant; William 
Smith, Ensign, 

Eleazer MiU&r, Jun., and Gerret Keiletas, reported a 
state of a poll taken for a Captain in. Beat No. 10, from 
which it appeared that Abraham Van Wyck was elqcted 
Captain of said Beat. ...__ .. L ._ 

Samuel Johnson and Jacob Van Voorhies, reported, they 
had attended an election for Officers iti Beat No. 2, when 
Jacob Brower, Jun., was unanimously chosen First Lien- 
tenant, and Abraham Brower, Ensign. 

Ordered, The Reports be transmitted to the Qommjltqe 
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of Safety, tiiat the commissions may be made out for the 
Officers. 

' w At a meeting of the General Committee for the City 
arid County of New- York, on Tuesday evening, January 
9, 1776. Present : C. P. Low, Chairman pro tern. 

' Mr. Breasted, Mr. Blower, Mr. T. Anthony, 

Mr. Byvanck, Mr. Ray, Jun., Mr. Moore, 

Mr. Denning, Mr. De Peyster, Mr. Bassett, 

,. Mr - P.intard, Colonel Lott, Mr. Abecl, 

Mr, Jay, Colonel Bull, Colonel Hyer, 

Mr. Curtenins, Mr. Jineway, Mr. Norwood, 

Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Phenix, Captain Johnson, 

Mr, Pell, Mr. Roome, Mr, Miller, 

Mr. Stouts nburgh, Mr. Van Zandt, Captain Dennis, 

Mr. Templeton, Mr. Bleeckcr, Colonel Lusher, 

Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Dunecomb. 
Mr. TaUen, 

^ The sub : Comrnittee appointed to examine the Goods 
imported in the Sloop Wanton, Captain Mount, report, 
That fifty-six pieces of Linen, and ten pieces of Sheeting 
are the manufactory of Ireland, and one hundred and 
eighty-five pounds of Thread, the manufactory of Scot- 
land. 

Jtesolved, That said Goods are imported contrary to the 
General Association. 

The snb-Committee further report, that they are dubious 
wbejher the Nails imported in the said Sloop Wanton, are 
English or a foreign manufactory. The matter being de- 
bated, the question was put, whether the Nails imported in 
the Sloop Wanton are English Nails? Carried in the 
affirmative. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Nails are imported 
contrary to the General Association. 

The sub-Committee further report, that ninety-eight 
Blankets, fifty-six pieces of Osnaburghs, twenty-six pieces 
of Russia Sheeting, four bales of Pepper, and fifty-two 
reams Paper, appear to be of foreign manufacture and pro- 
duce. 

Resolved, That this Committee do agree with the sub- 
Committee, and that the said Goods are imported agree- 
able to the General Association. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Abeel, and seconded 
by Mr. Dennis, in the words following, viz : 

Mr. Chairman: I move that the Goods imported by 
Messrs. Grant and Fine, and Samuel Burling, and which 
have been found by this Committee to have been import- 
ed contrary to the General Association, be delivered into 
the custody of the sub-Committee appointed for granting 
leave to, vessels departing this port, to be by them kept in 
Safe custody until Messrs. Grant and Burling shall obtain 
an opportunity of sending them back, and do give suffi- 
cient security that they shall be returned to the place from 
whence they came ; which was unanimously agreed to. 

Ordered, That the above-mentioned sub-Committee do 
wait on Messrs. Grant and Burling, and demand the Goods 
of them, and make a report thereof to this Committee. 
", Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Grant has violated the 
Association. 

Resolved, That Mr. John Fine has violated the Asso- 
ciation:"** """ •'•■■■■■-- 

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Burling has violated the 
Associatfon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Dc Peyster, Mr. Phenix, and Mr. 
Bull, be a sub-Committee to draw up a state of the facts 
relative to the above gentlemen's violating the Association, 
fo be published in the publick papers ; and that the said 
sub-CohTmiitee report the same to this Committee with all 
convenient speed. 

; Resolved', It is the opinion of this Committee, that 
Whereas a number of the Members of this Committee are 
either removed out of Town, or engaged in the Army, or 
Continental or Provincial Congresses, that there be a 
sub-Committee appointed to draw up an advertisement to 
the Town, requesting that the Quorum may be reduced to 
the number of Twenty-One, and that the Chairman be de- 
sired to sign the advertisement. 

* Ordered, therefore, That Mr. Denning, Mr. Abeel, 
Mr. Jay, and Mr. Miller, be appointed a sub-Committee 
for that purpose, and attend at the City-Hall at ten o'clock, 
on Wednesday, the 17th day of January instant, to take 
the sentiments of the publick. 



Mr. Christopher Duycltinck having suggested to the 
Committee that _a quantity of Tea was imported in the 
Sloop Wanton, Captain Mount, 

Ordered, That Mr. Duyckinck attend this Committee, 
with his evidences, at the next meeting. 

Adjourned till to-morrow evening. 

At a special meeting of the General Committee for tno 
City and Comity of New- York, on Wednesday evening, 
January 10, 1776. Present: Cornelius P. Low, Chair- 
man pro tern. 

Mr. Denning, Mr. Stoulenbnrgh, Captain Johnson, 

Mr. Roosevelt, Colonel Hyer, Mr. Breasted, 

Mr. Jay, Ciptuin Pell, Mr. Templeton, 

Mr. Roome, Mr. Totten, Mr. Bleecker, 

Mr. Bassett, Mr. Helme, Samuel Broome, 

Mr. Miller, Mr. Norwood, Captain Jancway, 

Mr. Pintard, Colonel Lott, Captain Dennis, 

Mr. Byvanck, Mr. Abecl, Mr. J. Ray, Jun., 

Mr. Duyckinck, Colonel Curtenius, Colonel Bull, 

Mr. BrinckerhofF, Colonel Lasher, Mr. Sharpe, 

.Captain Anthony, Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Ray, Sen., 

Mr. J. Anthony, Mr. Mooro, Mr. Banckor. 



A motion was made by Mr. Bull, and seconded by Mr. 
Helmtj in the words following, viz: 

Mr. Chairman: I move that the opinion of this Com- 
mittee be taken, whether any person residing in another 
Colony, during their non-residence ought to hold a seat in 
this Committee. 

The question then being put upon the above motion, was 
carried in the negative. 

Mr. Samuel Broome, a Member of this Committee, 
having removed out of this Province, resigned his seat. 

Christopher Duyckinck, agreeable to an order of last 
night, attended with one of his evidences relative to Mr. 
Burling's having imported a quantity of Tea in the Sloop 
Wanton. 

Mr. John Buchannan, Mr. Duyckinclc's evidence, being 
called in, informed the Committee that he saw four casks 
of Tea carted from Samuel Burling's store to Thomas 
Grant's, by John Van Aullen and Peter Outenbergh; 
that the head of one of the casks falling loose, he, (the 
exarninant,) discovered Tea on the body of the cart. 

Ordered, That a sub-Committee be appointed to ex- 
amine the several casks, supposed to be Tea, carted from 
Mr. Burling's store to Mr. Thomas Grant's, as also six 
hogsheads which Mr. Burling delivered Mr. Isaac Roose- 
velt. 

Ordered, That Mr. Breasted, Captain Pell, Mr. Abed, 
and Mr. Bull, be a sub-Committee for that purpose, and 
make a report thereon, with all convenient speed. 

On motion of Mr. Denning, 

Ordered, That Mr. Duyckinck be requested to deliver 
Mr. Samuel Burling, or his order, the Sails which he has 
in charge belonging to the Sloop Wanton. 

Mr. Brinckerhoff having purchased Goods of Mr. Tho- 
mas Grant, which were found by this Committee to have 
been imported contrary to the General Association, the 
matter was this evening laid before the Committee ; which, 
being debated, the question was put, whether Mr. Brinck- 
erhoff had knowingly violated the Association ? Carried 
in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. Bleecker, and seconded, in 
the words following, viz: 

Mr. Chairman : I move that an application be made 
from this Committee to the Provincial Congress, request- 
ing they will pass a resolve that all Goods and Merchandise 
imported into this Colony, contrary to the General Asso- 
ciation, be forfeited ; and that they empower this Commit- 
tee to appoint persons to dispose of such Goods and Mer- 
chandise, and to distribute the moneys arising from the sales 
thereof to the poor. 

At a meeting of the General Committee for the City 
and County of New-York, Friday evening, January 12, 
1776. Present: Cornelius P. Low, Chairman pro tern. 

P. P. Van Zandt, Mr. Stoutenburgh, Mr. Brinckerhoff, 

Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Roome, Mr. De Peyster, 

Mr. Breasted, Colonel Hyer, Colonel Lott, 

Mr. Bassett, Captain Johnson, Mr. Roosevelt, 

Mr. Anthony, Mr. Abeel, Mr. Mulligan, 

Captain Denning, Mr. Janoway, Captain Poll, 
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Mr. Rcado, Mr. Kotletaa, Colonel I.asher, 

Mr. Van Cortlandt, Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. J. Anthony, 

Mr. Templcton, Mr. Holme, Mr. Sharpe, 

Mr. Totton, Mr. Ray, Sen., Mr. Dayckinck. 

Mr. Fhenix, Colonel Bull, 

Henry Outenbergh, who was waiting at the door, being 
called in, informed the Committee that he carted two Rice 
casks from Mr. Burling's store to Mr. Thomas Granfs; 
that he verily believes they contained Tobacco ; that he 
did not observe any Tea fall out of the casks ; that John 
Van Aiillen carted two casks also. 

John Van Aullen informed the Committee that he carted 
two casks of Tobacco from Mr. Burling's store to Mr. 
Grant's; that he saw dust like Tea lay on the cart; that 
he saw some Lead round the cask ; that he verily believes 
it was Tobacco put into a Rice cask. 

Peter Myers says he carted Wine from on board Captain 
Mount ; that he did not believe there was any Tea came 
in the vessel. 

The sub-Committee appointed to draw up a state of the 
facts relating to Messrs. Grant and Fine, and Samuel Bur- 
ling's violating the Association, report the same accord- 
ingly. 

On motion of Mr. Sharpe, 

Ordered, That the same be committed to the reconsi- 
deration of the sub-Committee. 

Mr. Bonner, a prisoner, being confined in the Guard- 
House, 

Ordered, That he be admitted to bail. 

The sub-Committee appointed to draw up an advertise- 
ment to the Town, report the same accordingly; which, 
being read and approved of, is as follows, viz: 

"Committee Chamber, Now.York, January 10, 177G. 

" Whereas the business of this Committee has been 
much impeded by reason of the absence of many Mem- 
bers ; and the Quorum or number constituted to form a 
House, being found, by long experience, to be too large: 
The Freemen and Freeholders of this City and County 
are hereby requested to attend at the City-Hall, at ten 
o'clock, on Wednesday, the 17th of January instant, in 
order to reduce the said Quorum to Twenty-One, or such 
other number as they think most likely to answer the end 
in view. By order of the Committee: 

" Cornelius P. Low, Chairman pro tern." 

Committee then adjourned to Tuesday evening next. 

At a meeting of the General Committee for the City 
and County of New-York, on Tuesday evening, January 
16, 1776. Present: C. P, Low, Chairman pro tern. 

Mr. Anthony, Mr. Stoutenburgh, Mr. Puyckinck, 

Mr. Moore, Mr. Helmc, Mr. Ketletas, 

Mr. Berrian, Mr. Lott, Mr. Hyer, 

Mr, Bull, Mr. Totton, Mr. Roomo, 

Mr. Pell, Mr. Norwood, Mr. Templeton, 

Mr. Lasher, Mr. De Peyster, Mr. Van Zandt, 

Mr. Bassett, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Brinckerhoff, 

Mr. Roade, Mr. Denning, Mr. Breasted, 

Mr. Abaci, Mr. Miller, Mr. Sharpe, 

Mr. Wickham, Mr. Ray, Mr. Bancker. 

Information being given by Mr. Benjamin Seixas, that 
Eleazcr Benzoken had acquainted him that Mr. Samuel 
Israel informed him (Benzoken) that he had heard Bar- 
rack Hays declare that lie had sixteen Tories in the Com- 
pany to which he belonged, (of which Company William 
Remsen is Captain,) who would join the King's Forces to 
fight against us. 

Mr. John Wyley, upon his examination, further declares, 
that in the presence of Mr. Seixas he heard Mr. Benzo- 
ken say, that Mr. ***##### 



MEMORIAL Or WILLIAM LEART. 

To the Committee of Safety for the Colony o/New-York : 
The Memorial oj William Leart, Town-Major, humbly 
sheweth : 

That since he has had the honour of filling the station 
he now occupies, by virtue of his appointment, he studiously 
endeavoured to preserve the peace, good order, and well 
being of this city, as much as was in his power; that for 
that purpose, he has carefully attended the regular appoint- 
ment of the Nightly Guard, according to the instructions of 
the General Committee. 



And this memorialist further sheweth, that since his said 
appointment, he has found the utmost remissness in duty, 
and the greatest disrespect fulness towards officers from the 
soldiers of the respective beats; that he has repeatedly 
complained of the same to no effect : that the few indepen- 
dent companies which have been raised in this city, have 
showed, upon many occasions, the greatest cheerfulness to 
render any assistance to their suffering country ; but that at 
present he observes a great delinquency even in them. 

And this memorialist further sheweth, that upon regular 
complaint being made to (he Field -Officers of said compa- 
nies, they unanimously assign the following reason for the 
same : That they have been, and ever will be, willing and 
ready to do their part of their respective duties; but that 
the men over whom they have command, too justly assert 
that their good nature is imposed upon ; that the more they 
do, the more seems to be required at their hands ; that their 
interest and families have already suffered by their persist- 
ing in their former assiduity, and they are fearful that ne- 
cessity will at length compel them to desist, unless their fel- 
low-citizens will step forth and aid them in the common 
cause. 

And this memorialist further sheweth, that the danger 
to which this city is nightly exposed, not only from tho 
attacks of external and internal enemies, but from the ma- 
lice and intemperance of any individual who mounts guard, 
he has thought it his indispensable duty to lay before this 
Committee particular threats which he has heard from some 
individuals of those unruly guards, who, he has reason to 
believe, wanted nothing but an opportunity of putting the 
same into execution, "such as firing upon His Majesty's 
ships, now in the harbour," an act that must unavoidably 
bring unspeakable distress upon the inhabitants of this 
city. The countersign has been divulged, and those who 
were appointed as guardians of our .safety, have exposed 
us to the greatest dangers from the common enemy. He, 
therefore, humbly prays that this Committee will take the 
matter under their serious consideration, for, if long neg- 
lected, he is fully convinced a sufficient ..number will soon 
be wanting to do the duty (though ever sobacfly) of this 

J ' William Leart, Town-Major. 

New-York, January 16, 1776. 



GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

New-Haven, January 16, 1776. 

Dear General: We have been so baffled by the 
weather, that we only arrived here last night. I believe 
we shall find no difficulties in procuring a sufficient body of 
volunteers for the New-York expedition. The unhappy- 
accounts from Canada, seem to animate these people, 
rather than depress. Indeed, we have now occasion for 
exertion and decision. J am apprehensive that the Con- 
gress must be inspired by you. They have just given a 
strong, and, I think, unfortunate instance of indecision. 
Colonel Waterbury had raised a regiment ; the regiment 
was equipped and ready for embarkation. They weje to 
have landed in Oyster-Bay, to have attacked the Tories in 
Long- Island. Lord Stirling was to have attacked them 
on the other side ; all this by order of Congress ; when 
suddenly, Colonel Waterbury received an order to disband 
his regiment, and the Tories are to remain unmolested till 
they are joined by the King's assassins. 

Governour Trumbull, like a man of sense and spirit, has 
ordered this regiment to be reassembled; I believe it will be 
ready on Sunday, the day on which I shall march from this-- 
town. I shall send immediately an express to the Con- 
gress, informing them of my situation, and at the same jime- 
conjuring them not to suffer the accursed Provincial Con- 
gress of New-York to defeat measures so absolutely 
necessary to salvation. The affairs of Canada, will, 1 sup- 
pose, very soon, if not instantly require a very considerable- 
force from this Province; neither will the circumstances of 
New- York admit of its being too much stripped of Oien^ 
for which reason 1 should think it advisable immediately to 
raise some additional regiments in Massachusetts-Bay. 
Adieu, dear General. God prosper you, and the arms of 
virtue. 

Yours, most sincerely, r , 

To General Washington. 
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■■• GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Hartford, January 16, 1776. 

Dear General : Major French, whom I have met with 
at Hartford, is extremely solicitous for permission to return 
home, as he is confident that his whole fortunes depend 
upon his being immediately on the spot with his friends at 
this instant. As he is, I believe, a man of strict honour, his 
parole not to serve for a given time against the freedom 
of America, would be sufficient security; and as he has a 
family to provide for, it would certainly be humane and 
charitable to indulge him, nor can 1 see any inconvenience 
which would attend the indulgence ; there may be some ob- 
jections which do not, perhaps, occur to me, but I could wish 
for my own part, that as so much depends upon it, he might 
be gratified ; however, I beg you will excuse my submitting 
the matter to your consideration. 

I" am, dear General, your most obedient humble servant. 

Charles Lee. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

SAMUEL MOTT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Preston, January 16, 1776. 

Sir ; Being on the 5th of this instant, (January,) desired 
and directed by your Honour and Council of Safety, to view 
the works erected and proposed for defence at New-London, 
Groton, and Stonington, and report my opinion in the pre- 
mises, &c. 

' In pursuance thereof, I nave attended at the places above 
Mentioned, and have found that there is at New-London a 
work newly erected at the edge of the town, by the water, 
where the old fort or battery stood, which, on some accounts 
appears neat, well made and in good order. But by reason 
of the bad situation of the place, on account that in case of 
an attack from the enemy, it will have a tendency to draw 
the enemy's shot in the most dangerous direction on the 
body of the town, and by reason of the ill construction of 
the embrasures, &tc, that it cannot defend from thqse parts 
of the harbour, where an enemy's ships of war might, and 
doubtless would, lie for action ; and by Teason that in case 
the enemy should set fire' to. any of the nearest buildings, it 
would be very difficult to support and occupy the work, 
and the danger that the men in the work must undergo 
from those in the tops of enemy's vessels, render it, in my 
opinion, not a suitable place to defend the town and har- 
bour, and altogether insufficient for that purpose; and like- 
wise, that in .case of an attack from the enemy, the guns 
and stores in said work would be in great danger of falling 
an easy prey to the enemy. 

I find also, adjacent to the town, on a place called Win- 
throp's Neck, a new work erected for defence, which, in 
my opinion, so far as it is done, may be of good service in 
assisting to defend the place, but the situation of the place 
will not admit of its being a sufficient defence, I also, 
viewed Shaw's Point, commonly called Mmnacock, which, 
in my opinion, is capable of being fortified to very good 
purpose. . The guns would lie fifty or sixty feet above thq 
surface of the water, and only about one hundred and ninety 
rods. from, the opposite side of the channel ; it has a very 
good. and safe communication with the country, but no 
works are yet erected here. 

I have also viewed the east shore of New-London har- 
bour, on Groton side, and find a new work erected within 
teach-flf the vyhole channel of the harbour, which work so 
far as it is carried, I very much approve of, and think that 
with finishing what is begun, and making some small addi- 
tion, it will be capable of making a very good defence. 

The guns on this work, 1 imagine to be about one hun- 
dred^feet above the surface of the water. A little back of 
the wnrk,. next the country, is a very commanding emi- 
nence, (likewise in pretty good shot of the harbour,) which 
if well fortified, might contain barracks and a bomb-proof 
sufficient to contain its own stores, and those of the other, 
work, and WQVdd secure a safe and easy communication 
with. Ahe country, and would, if skilfully erected, in a great 
measure, defend the harbour, and be almost inaccessible to 
an enemy. 

On the whole, it is my opinion, that somewhere between 
ten or fifteen hundred pounds, well laid out, in fortifying 
the IsEqt cfrnentioned parts of Groton, and on Mamacock,, 
and Winthrop's Point or Neck, is all that is necessary for 



defending that important harbour and the town, and pro- 
perly manned, would prevent any, the most potent enemy, 
from either holding possession of the harbour, or annoying 
the town. An addition of heavy cannon, to make what 
they now have, to the number of about forty, would be 
sufficient to man all these works. 

I have, likewise, viewed the works lately erected at Sto- 
nington, and find them, so far as executed, in my opinion 
well situated, strong built, and being completed, with a very 
little alteration, which I have pointed out to Major Smith, 
sufficient with one hundred battalion-men, and thirty artil- 
lery-men, to defend against any ship-of-war, &c, that will 
likely penetrate that harbour, unless the enemy land a body 
of troops, in which case the above number of troops might 
hold out, until the country caine to their assistance. All 
which is submitted to your Honour, by yours, &tc, &c. 

Samuel Mott. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Captain-Ge- 
neral and Governour of the American Colony of Con- 
necticut, &,c. 

N. B. If the works at the above places should be pro- 
secuted, it will be necessary to provide about twelve new 
spades, five falling axes, two broad axes, and some iron crows, 
for the work at Stonington, and a number of tools for New- 
London, Groton, &tc. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge, January 16, 1776. 

Dear Sir: Your favour of the, 5th instant, enclosing 
copies of General Montgomery's and General Wooster's 
letters, I received, for which I return you my thanks. 

It was from a full conviction of your zealous attachment 
to the cause of our country, and abilities to serve it, that ! 
repeatedly pressed your continuance in command ; and it is 
with much concern, sir, that 1 find you have reason to think 
your holding the place you do will be of prejudice and in- 
compatible with its interest. As you are of this opinion, 
the part you are inclined to take is certainly generous and 
noble. But will the good consequences you intend, be de- 
rived from it? I greatly fear they will not. I shall leave 
the matter to yourself, in full confidence, that in whatever 
sphere you move, your exertions for your country's weal, 
will not be wanting. 

Whatever proof you may obtain, fixing or tending to 
support the charge against Mr. Prescott, you will please to 
transmit me by the first opportunity. 

I am apt to believe the. intelligence given Dr. Wheelock, 
respecting Major Rogers, was not true, but being much 
suspected of unfriendly views to this country, his conduct 
should be attended to with some degree of vigilance and 
circumspection. 

I confess I am much concerned for General Montgomery 
and Colonel Arnold; and the consequences which will re- 
sult from their miscarriage, should it happen, will be very 
alarming; I fear not less fatal than you mention. How- 
ever, I trust, that their distinguished conduct, bravery, and 
perseverance, will meet with the smiles of fortune, and put 
them in possession of this important fortress. I 'wish their 
force was greater, the reduction would then be certain. 

I am sorry that Ticonderoga and Fort-George should 
be left by the garrisons, and that your recruiting officers 
meet such ill success. It is too much the case in this quar- 
ter, and from the slow progress made in inlisting, I des- 
pair of raising an army to the new establishment. Should 
it be effected, it will be a long time first. 

Our Caughnawaga friends are not arrived yet ; I will try 
to make suitable provision for them, during their stay, and 
use every means in my power to confirm their favourable 
disposition towards us. They will not, I am fearful, have 
such ideas of our strength as 1 could wish. This, however, 
shall be strongly inculcated. 

If Quebeck is in our possession, I cannot see that any 
inconvenience will result from Mr. Gamble's going there 
upon his parole ; but if it is not, however hurtful it may be 
to him, however disagreeable to me to prejudice the inte- 
rest of an individual, I cannot consent to his return. I am 
much distressed by other applications of a like nature. If 
Mr. Gamble's request is granted, others in the same situa- 
tion will claim the same indulgence; further, I think a 
partial exchange should not be made, and my proposition 
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for a general one, was rejected by Mr. Howe, or what is 
the same, it was unnoticed. I could wish that his applica- 
tion had been to Congress, they might have complied with 
it, had they thought it reasonable. 

I shall be much obliged by your sending, as expeditiously 
as yoa can, such clothing as yon are able to spare ; it not 
being made up is 'rather an advantage, as it may be done 
here with some saving. 

I am much pleased that the artillery was like to be got 
over the river ; and am in hopes that Colonel Knox will 
arrive with it in a few days. It is much wanted. 

On reading the copy of General Wooster's letter, I was 
much surprised to find that he had granted furloughs to the 
Connecticut troops under his command, in preference to 
discharges. What advantage could he imagine they would 
be of to the Continent, when they were at their own homes? 
If he could not continue them in the service they were 
upon, their discharge would certainly have eased the coun- 
try of a considerable expense. 

Giving you, in return, the compliments of the season, and 
wishing for you every happiness, I am, dear sir, &c, 

George Washington. 
To General Schuyler. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVEKNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, January 16, 1776. 

Sir : The alarming and almost defenceless stale of our 
lines, occasioned by the slow progress in raising recruits for 
the new Army, and the departure of a great number of '.the. 
JVlilitia, which had been called in for their support till the 
35th instant, from this and New- Hampshire Governments, 
rendered it necessary for me to summon the General Offi- 
cers in council, to determine on proper measures to be 
adopted for their maintenance and preservation. For this 
purpose they met at Head-Quarters yesterday and to-day, 
and finding that it was with the utmost difficulty and per- 
suasion that such part of the latter as are now here, could 
be prevailed on to continue till the last of the month, 
(after which there is not the remotest probability of their 
staying onemoment,) they have judged it expedient, ancT 
absolutely necessary, that thirteen regiments should be 
forthwith raised, equal to those of the new establishment, 
to be officered according to the usual mode of their respec- 
tive Governments, which are to repair to this camp by the 
last instant, if possible, to be in readiness to act in such 
manner (and till the 1st of April) as circumstances may 
require. Of this number, they apprehend the Massachu- 
setts should furnish seven; your Government four ; and 
the New- Hampshire two; being agreeable to the propor- 
tion settled by Congress. 

In order that each regiment may consist of a proper 
number of officers and men, I herewith send you a list for 
their regulation, as, also, of the Continental pay. 

I must earnestly solicit your regard to arms, ammuni- 
tion, blankets, clothing, and kettles, that they may come 
as well provided with these necessary articles as they can, 
particularly of the first, of which I find, to my great sur- 
prise and concern, there is an amazing deficiency, notwith- 
standing I have used every precaution my judgment could 
point out to procure them. Besides the arms which these 
regiments will bring with them, I shall be particularly 
obliged by your furnishing me, for the use of the Conti- 
nent, with such others as you have, or can collect. If you 
have any, or can get them made, you will please to inform 
me of the quantity. These Governments, I hope, will ex- 
ert themselves in this instance. They must be had, or 
what can, what will be done ? 

The great and constant attention, sir, which you have 
shown, upon all occasions, to promote the publick cause, 
affords me the strongest assurance that your every exer- 
tion and interest will be employed to comply with these 
several requisitions. 

I am, sir, &c, &c, /-. n7 

' ' ' (jeorge Washington. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, fee. 



under the necessity of applying to you again ; but you 
must, in some measure, be involved in whatever difficulties 
attend me. 

To my great surprise, I find, that notwithstanding I had 
taken the utmost care to prevent the soldiers that would 
not reinlist in the new Army from carrying away their 
arms, or such of them as were good, the number collected 
is trifling and inconsiderable, of which there are but very 
few, if any, now in store, they having been delivered to the 
recruits which have come in. 

I also find, from the report of the recruiting-officers, 
that a few more are to be inlisted who have arms in their 
hands, and that they are reduced to the disagreeably al- 
ternative of taking men without any, or no men at all. 
Unhappy alternative ! Must not those Governments ex- 
ert themselves in procuring them from the several towns, 
or in such other manner as to them shall seem most speedy 
and effectual ? ' : 

To account minutely for this great deficiency, would be 
of no importance. I shall only say, that it has arisen from 
two causes, to wit, the badness of the arms of the old 
Army, which the inspectors and appraisers did not think 
worth detaining, and to the disobedience of some regi- 
ments, carrying theirs away, contrary to every order I 
could issue, and even solemn threats of stopping their pay 
for the months of November and December, of those that 
should. 

The prospect of getting imported arms is sd remote anc[ 
uncertain, that I cannot depend upon it. I, therefore, re- 
quest the favour of you, to inform me whether you have 
any, and what number, belonging to Government; as, also, 
if you will be able to procure more, and in wbal lime. If 
you have any, or can get them, I shall be glad to take 
them, on account or the Continent; they must be had, if 
possible. 

I have wrote to the other New-England Governments 
on the same subjects. 

I am, sir, with great regard and esteem, your most hum- 
ble servant, „ „ T 

George Washington. 

To the Honourable Governour Cooke. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Cambridge, January 16, 1776. 

Sir: It is exceedingly painful to me that I should have 
so often troubled you respecting this Army, and that I am 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MASSACHUSETTS AS.SEMBLT. .^ 

Cambridge, January 16, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Your several resolves, in consequence of 
my letters of the 10th and 15th instant, have been pre- 
sented to me by a Committee of your honourable body. I 
thank you for the assurances of being zealously disposed to 
do every thing in your power to facilitate the recruiting of 
the American Army ; and, at the same time, that I assure 
you I do not entertain a doubt of the truth of it, I must 
beg leave to add, that I conceive you have mistaken the 
meaning of my letter of the 10th, if you suppose it ever 
was in my idea that you should offer a bounty at the sepa- 
rate expense of this Colony. 

It was not clear to me, but that some coercive measure 
might be used on this, as on former occasions, to draft men 
to complete the regiments upon the Continental establish- 
ment ; but, as tTiis is thought unadvisable, I shall rely on 
your recommending to the Selectmen, and the Committees 
of Correspondence, &c, to exert themselves in their seve- 
ral towns, to promote the inlistments for the American 
Army. 

In the meanwhile, as there is an appearance of this ser- 
vice going on but slowly, and it is necessary to have a re- 
spectable body of troops here, as soon as possible, to act 
as circumstances shall require, I must beg that you will 
order in, with as much expedition as the nature of the case 
will admit of, seven regiments, agreeable to the establish- 
ment of this Army, to continue in service till the 1st of 
April, if required. You will please to direct that the 
men come provided with good arms, blankets, kettles for_I 
cooking, and, if possible, with twenty rounds of powder" 
and ball. 

With respect to your other resolve, relative to arms, I 
am quite ready to make an absolute purchase of such as 
shall be furnished either by the Colony or individuals. I 
am also ready to engage payment for all the arms which 
shall be furnished by the recruits, if lost in the publick ser- 
vice; but I do not know how far I could be justjSed in 
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allowing for the use of them, when I know it to be the 
opinion of Congress that every man shall furnish his own 
arms, or pay for the use of them, if put in his own hands ; 
to do otherwise, is an indirect way of raising the pay. I 
again wish that the honourable Court could devise some 
method of purchasing. 

I beg leave to return my thanks for the kind offer of 
fifty thousand pounds, for the Continental use. I will ac- 
cept of a loan upon the terms mentioned, of half that sum, 
to secure payment of the Militia, whose time of service will 
be up the last of this month, till when I shall not have oc- 
casion to make use of the money. 

1 am, with great respect, Sic, 

George Washington. 

To the Honourable General Court of Massachusetts-Bay. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MATTHEW THORNTON. 

Cambridge, January 16, 1776. 

Sir : The alarming and almost defenceless state of our 
lines, occasioned by the slow progress in raising recruits for 
the new Army, and the departure of a great number of the 
Militia, which had been called in for their support till the 
15th instant, rendered it necessary for me to summon the 
General Officers in council, to determine on proper mea- 
sures to be adopted for their preservation. For this pur- 
pose they met at Head-Quarters yesterday and to-day, and 
finding that it was with the utmost difficulty and persuasion 
that such of the latter as are now here, have been prevail- 
ed to continue till the last of the month, (after which there 
is not the remotest probability of their staying a moment,) 
they have judged it expedient, and absolutely necessary, 
that thirteen regiments should be forthwith raised, equal to 
those of the new establishment, to be officered according to 
the usual mode of their respective Governments, which are 
to repair to this camp by the last instant, if possible, to be 
in readiness to act in such manner (till the 1st of April) as 
circumstances may require. Of this number, they appre- 
hend the Massachusetts should furnish seven ; Connecticut 
four; and your Government two; being agreeable to the 
proportion settled by Congress. 

In order that each regiment may consist of a proper 
number of officers and men, I have enclosed you a list for 
their regulation, and of the Continental pay. 

I must earnestly solicit your attention and regard to arms, 
ammunition, blankets, kettles, and clothing, that they may 
come as well provided with these necessaries as possible, 
particularly the first, as, from the amazing deficiency here, 
I shall not have it in my power to supply them. 

The situation and exigency of our affairs calling for this 
assistance, I have the most pleasing assurance that your 
honourable body will exert themselves for complying with 
this requisition, with all possible despatch. 

I am, sir, with much esteem and regard, your most obe- 



dient servant, 



George Washington. 



To the Honourable Matthew Thornton. 



MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Boston, January 1G, 1776. 

My Lord : By Admiral Shuldham's arrival, on the 30th 
of December, I had the honour of your Lordship's despatch- 
es of the 23d October; a duplicate of the 25th September, 
from Mr. Deputy Secretary Pownall, covering a letter 
from Lord William Campbell, of the 19th July ; a dupli- 
cate from your Lordship, of the 22d September, the origi- 
nals ofjvhichare not yet received, with copies of despatch- 
es from the Earl of Rochford, of the 21st September, to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland ; also, a copy of a letter 
from your Lordship, of the 22d September, to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, in which you are pleased 
to intimate that the stores of provisions contracted for by 
Messrs. Mure, Son &/■ Atkinson, by the Lords of the 
Treasury, are intended as well for the fleet as the army; 
whereas, from there not being any mention made of the 
fleet sharing these Stores, either in your Lordship's. letters 
to me, from the Lords of the Treasury, or the merchants, 
the cargoes; arriving before Admiral Shuldham, were dis- 
tributecLsplely to the army. But, since the sight of your 
Lordship's jetter, that I might not appear to neglect the 



fleet, I have, though without a direct order from, your 
Lordship, given a proportion of porter to the ships; at the 
same time, I beg leave to observe, the deliveries of provi- 
sions to the soldiers, for some weeks past, being without 
peas or rice, the want of bedding, and the unavoidable ex- 
posure to the weather, from the nature of the duty, which 
lias been very severe, without enumerating further reasons, 
make them require these refreshments more than seamen, 
who are better provided. 

I enclose, for your Lordship's information, an account of 
the deficiencies in the provision contract, with the Commis- 
sary's letter thereupon ; and 1 shall send another to the 
Lords of the Treasury. 

Having heard, from Governour Tryon, that there is a 
prospect of getting some provisions on the side of New- 
York, I have despatched a vessel to endeavour to procure 
it; and the victuallers for the navy, lately arrived, could 
conveniently afford us a supply for six weeks, if necessary, 
which relieves me from the necessity of putting the troops 
to short allowance, more especially as I am hopeful that the 
vessels mentioned in my despatch of the 19lh December, 
may return from the West-Indies and Georgia, before the 
provisions in store, as per state, are consumed; so that our 
dependance is not wholly on the contractors' ships, one of 
which got in the 13lh instant, with oats, flour, and peas ; 
the last article affording most seasonable relief. 

The necessary arrangements being made for the depar- 
ture of Major-General Clinton to Cape-Fear, in conse- 
quence of your Lordship's despatches of the 22d October, 
he is ready to sail in the Mercury, ship-of-war, with the 
Falcon, sloop, and two transports, having on board two 
companies of Light-Infantry, and some Highlanders; the 
latter, I hope, may be useful in getting men in North-Ca- 
rolina, if Governour Martin is not deceived in his expecta- 
tions, of which I do not presume to judge, having received 
no direct intelligence from thence since General Gage's 
departure ; nor have I received Governour Martin's letter, 
referred to in your Lordship's letter of 22d October. 

It is much to be wished that the troops had sailed from 
Europe in time to have arrived at their destination by the 
middle, or latter end of November ; but I am free to own 
my opinion to your Lordship, which has been, to leave the 
Southern Provinces in the fullest persuasion of their secu- 
rity, until the Rebels should have been defeated on the side 
of New- York ; which event appears to me, more clearly 
than ever, of so much consequence, that our utmost 
strength should be exerted to accomplish it before designs 
of less importance are taken up, inconsistent with the gen- 
eral plan of operations for the ensuing campaign; and it Js 
to be presumed the Southern Rebels would have been less 
able to defend themselves, had they not been roused by 
the conduct of their Governours, who have not, I fear, the 
power of suppressing them, or of re-establishing the interest 
of Government in any degree. 

It is remarkable, that the destination of the regiments to 
the Southward, was promulgated here by private letters 
from England, that came in the same ship with your Lord- 
ship's despatch relative to them ; and I make no doubt of 
the Rebels being in possession of the intelligence very soon 
after it arrived. General Lee, I hear, is gone for the Army 
in consequence of it. 

In Mr. Deputy Secretary Pownall's letter of the 22d 
September, I am to understand, that I may expect the 
King's commands from your Lordship, for the Seven- 
teenth, Twenty-Seventh, Twenty-Eighth, Forty-Sixth, 
and Fifty-Fifth Regiments, to be sent to Quebeck, as ear- 
ly as possible, in the Spring, and to detach a sufficient 
force from this army for the security of Halifax. 

These drains, added to that to the Southward, from 
whence I can promise myself little assistance to the main 
army, will reduce the expected strength for the campaign 
so considerably, that, if a respectable supply of troops from 
Europe does not arrive soon in the Spring, another defen- 
sive campaign, I conclude, will be the consequence; for, 
by the want of a force to act early, the Rebel Army will 
have full time to intrench in every strong position their 
commanders may fix upon; in which case, though we 
should get possession of New- York without resistance, we 
must not expect to carry their intreRched camps but with 
considerable Ipss. Whereas, on the contrary, the army, 
at the opening of the campaign, being in force, would, pro- 
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bably, by rapid movements, bring the Rebels to an action 
upon equal terms, before they could cover themselves by 
works of any signification. 

The ill consequences that must arise from another defen- 
sive campaign, are not to be pointed out to your Lordship ; 
but it may be necessary to observe, that if the five batta- 
lions under Major-General Clinton are joined by the well- 
affected inhabitants, and should possess themselves of any 
object that it may be important to hold, I shall not presume 
to call them off to the main army, unless the General shall 
represent that the inhabitants are able to maintain their situ- 
ation, although the King's troops should be withdrawn. 

1 beg leave to remark, that with a proper army, of twen- 
ty thousand men, having twelve thousand at Neiv-York, 
six thousand at Rhode- Island, and two thousand at Hali- 
fax, exclusive of an army for the Province of Quebeck, the 
present unfavourable appearance of things would, probably, 
wear a very different aspect before the end of the ensuing 
campaign. With fewer troops, the success of any offensive 
operations will be very doubtful, the enemy possessing ad- 
vantages that will not be readily overcome by a small force ; 
neither is their army by any ways to be despised, having in 
it many European soldiers, and all, or most of the young 
men of spirit in the country, who are exceedingly diligent 
and attentive in their military profession. 

Enclosed are copies of letters of the 13th and 18th De- 
cember, from Governour Tryon, with three papers, con- 
taining intelligence from him. He seems posilive of being 
able to raise two thousand men, upon the arrival of this 
army at New-York, who may be rendered very nseful, if 
accompanied by his personal services in the field. The 
enclosed extract from my answer to the Governour, and 
copy of a letter to the commanding officer at Niagara, I 
hope may meet with His Majesty's approbation. 

1 beg your Lordship will honour me with the King's 
commands respecling the bounty money, payment, and 
clothing, of the Provincial levies: their officers, last war, 
ranked with those of the army as youngest, in their respec- 
tive degrees. 

Your Lordship has enclosed a state of the transports, 
including such as have arrived and been taken into His 
Majesty's service, in consequence of the duplicate of your 
Lordship's letter of the 2"2d September; and, that no time 
may be lost in transporting the army from hence to New- 
York, I shall continue to take up all proper vessels that can 
be got ; but I do not suppose that this place can be evacu- 
ated without the aid of transports from Europe. One great 
difficulty, among the many in this operation, will be the 
number of inhabitants who, 1 expect, will desire to be re- 
moved, with their effects and merchandise. As many as 
Governour Legge can possibly accommodate and provide 
for, shall be sent to Nova- Scotia. 

Having lately discovered a negotiation of property be- 
tween the Rebels and their friends in this town, I use every 
endeavour to stop it; and, although it is not done as effec- 
tually as I could wish, yet I am hopeful a large stock in 
trade may be reserved until I have the honour of your 
Lordship's instructions for my future conduct in this busi- 



ness. 



By accounts from the Rebel army.it is said Major-Gen- 
eral Carhion got into Quebeck on the 20th of November, 
and the season then being so far advanced, I conclude it 
will not be in the power of the Rebels to force him this 
Winter. I have sent an officer, who may be depended 
upon, to Halifax, and from thence to Quebeck, that I may 
have a true state of the General's situation, and I expect 
his return by the beginning of April. 

The six missing companies of the Seventeenth, and six 
companies of the Fifty-Fifth Regiments, arrived the 30th 
December, in the Grosvenor, and Grand Duke of Russia, 
transports, but have not had any account of the other four 
companies of the Fifty-Fifth Regiment. 

From what I can learn of the designs of the leaders of 
the Rebels, they seem determined, since the receipt of the 
King's speech among them, to make the most diligent pre- 
parations for an active war; and it is my firm opinion they 
will not retract until they have tried their fortune in a bat- 
tle, and are defeated; but I am under the necessity of re- 
peating to your Lordship, that the apparent strength of this 
army, for the Spring, does not flatter me with the hopes of 
bringing the Rebels to a decisive action. 



With the most perfect respect, I have the honour to be, 
your Lordship's faithful, and most obedient servant, 

William Howe. 

john youste to maryland council op safety. 

Georgetown, January 17, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Having applied to the Committee of Ob- 
servation for a sufficient quantity of powder, for proving the 
guns which 1 have engaged to furnish the Council of Safe- 
ty, which I have been refused, without your approbation. 

Glad you would please to nominate a man in town to 
see the guns proved, as it is inconvenient to me, at pre- 
sent, to leave the business. 

Mr. Dickens has left town, which prevents bis writing 
to you, according to agreement. 

I hope, gentlemen, you will please to let me know what 
I am to expect, as the guns cannot be delivered, or finish- 
ed, otherwise than by your granting a license for powder. 

I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

John Youste. 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety. 



NOMINATION OF MEMBERS OF ASSEMBLY IN NEW-YORK. _ 

■ - ■ New. York, January 17, 1776. 

At a meeting of a number of freemen and freeholders of 
the City and County of New-York, at the house of Mrs. 
Vander water, on Wednesday, January 17, 1776, for the 
purpose of nominating persons to represent them in the 
next General Assembly, it Was agreed, by a majority of 
said company, that Philip Livingston, John Alsop, John 
Jay, and Alexander McDoagall, be, and are, recommend- 
ed to the publick as sufficient men for that purpose ; and, 
in order to avoid any division among the electors, tbey are 
desired to aid and assist in the above choice. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER DATED NEW-YORK, JANUARY 17, 

1776. 

General Lee is coming here with a body of armed men. 
A gentleman of this city, who is just returned from Con- 
necticut, tells me General Washington has wrote to Go- 
vernour Trumbull, informing him that a fleet has left 
Boston ; that he conjectures they are bound for Nciv- York; 
given him their size and strength, as nearly as he could ; 
informed him that General Lee was coming along with 
ninety riflemen ; and desired he would order a number of 
men to be immediately raised to come with them to this 
city. That, in consequence thereof, Governour Trumbull 
had assembled the Committee of Safety, and they advised 
him to issue his warrant, ordering two regiments to be 
raised, (about fifteen hundred in both,) to be commanded 
by Colonels Waterbury and Ward, under the direction of 
General Lee, and locome to this city. Another gentleman, 
who is just come from camp, told me that General Lee was 
to bring with him an Engineer and artillerymen, 

ISfA. — The Jersey lads are gone to Horn's Hook, from 
thence they have crossed, or are to cross, as I am in- 
formed, to Long-Island, and pay Queen's County a visit. 
The Eastern Post told me he left General Let at Hart- 
ford on Monday. 

19th. — Eleven o'clock tins morning, a second detach- 
ment (about three hundred Jcrseytneti) went to Long- 
Island. It is said the former one consisted of four or five 
hundred. 

PETITION FROM THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE GRANTS TO CONTP- 
NENTAL CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of 
the Honourable Continental Congress, fyc, fyc, how 
assembled at Philadelphia. , ;v: _ . ,_ 

The humble Petition, Address, and Remonstrance of that 
part of America, being situate south of Canada line, 
tvest of Connecticut River, north of the Massachu- 
setts-Bay, and east of a twenty-mile line from Hud- 
son's River, commonly called and known by the. name 
of the New-Hampshire Grants, humbly sheweth : 
That your Honours' petitioners, being fully sensible and 

deeply affected with the very alarming situation in which 

the United Colonies are involved, by means of a designing 



703 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, kc, JANUARY, 1776. 



704 



Ministry, who have flagrantly used, and are still using, 
their utmost efforts to bring the inhabitants of the very 
extensive Continent of America into a base and servile 
subjection to arbitrary power, contrary to all the most sa- 
cred ties of obligation by covenant and the well-known 
Constitution by which the British empire ought to be 
governed : Your petitioners, not to be prolix or waste 
time, when the whole Continent are in so disagreeable a 
situation, would, however, beg leave to remonstrate, in 
as short terms as possible, the very peculiar situation in 
which your petitioners have, for a series of years, been 
exercised, and are still struggling under. Perhaps your 
Honours, or, at least, some of you, are not unacquainted 
that, at the conclusion of the last war, the above-described 
premises, which your petitioners now inhabit, was deemed 
and reputed to be in the Province of New- Hampshire, 
and, consequently, within the jurisdiction of the same ; 
whereupon, applications were freely made to Benning 
Wentworth, Esq., then Governour of the Province of New- 
Hampshire, who, with the advice of his Council, granted, 
under the great seal of said Province, (o your Honours' 
petitioners, a large number of townships, of the contents 
of six miles square, each. In consequence of which, a 
great number of your petitioners, who were men of con- 
siderable substance, disposed of their interest in their na- 
tive places, and, with their numerous families, proceeded, 
many of them, two hundred miles, encountering many dan- 
gers, fatigues, and great hardships, to inhabit a desolate 
wilderness, which is now become a well-settled frontier to 
three Governments. This was not all our trouble ; for, 
soon after the. commencement of those settlements, the 
monopolizing land-traders of New-York, being apprized 
that the Province of New-Hampshire had granted the said 
lands, and that settlements were actually making, did pre- 
sent a petition, as we have often heard, and verily believe ; 
in your petitioners' names, praying that the same lands 
granted by New-Hampshire might be annexed to the Pro- 
vince of New-York, on account of its local and other cir- 
cumstances, for the benefit of the inhabitants. Your pe- 
titioners, not being apprized of the intrigue in this case, 
were mute. Therefore, as no objection was made, why 
the prayer of the petition should not be granted, his Ma- 
jesty was pleased, with advice of Council, on: the 24th 
day of July, 1764, to grant the same. Immediately after, 
the land-traders of New-York petitioned the then Gover- 
nour of that Province for grants of land, some parts of 
which had been previously granted to your petitioners by 
the Governour and Council of New-Hampshire, . The 
dispute then became serious. Your petitioners, then, pe- 
titioned his Majesty for relief in the premises, Hk Ma- 
jesty was pleased to appoint a Committee, who reported to 
His Majesty in the premises, and His Majesty was pleased 
to pass an Order in the following words : 

" At a Court at St. James's, the 24th day of July, 1767. 

" Present : The King's Most Excellent Majesty, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Lord Chancellor, Duke of Queem- 
bury, Duke of Ancaster, Lord Chamberlain, Earl of Litch- 
field, Earl of Bristol, Earl of Shelburne, Viscount Fal- 
mouth, Viscount Barrington, Viscount Clarke, Bishop of 
London, Mr. Secretary Conivay, Hans Stanly, Esq. 

" His Majesty, taking the said Report into considera- 
tion, was pleased, with the advice of his Privy Council, 
to approve thereof; and doth hereby strictly charge, re- 
quire, and command, that the Governour or Commander- 
in-chief of His Majesty's Province of New- York for the 
time being, do not, upon pain of His Majesty's highest dis- 
pleasure, presume to make any grant, whatsoever, of any 
part of the lands described in the said Report, until His 
Majesty's further pleasure should be known concerning the 

same. ;._ . 

" William Shakf. 

"A true copy. Attest: 

"Gedhge Banyar, Deputy Sec'y." 

The many" intervening and unhappy disputes which have 
since happened between those land-traders of New- York 
and your petitioners, would take up too much time, under 
the present sanation of publick affairs, to recite; as Cap- 
tain* Hernan Allen and Dr. Jonas Fay, who we have ap- 
pointed JP present this. "to your Honours, will be furnished 
therewith, should they find your Honours' admlUnnce, and 
such particulars, be thought necessary. Let it suffice 



here, only to mention that the oppressions from these over- 
grown land-traders of New-York were so_grievous, that 
your petitioners were again induced, at a great expense, 
to petition His Majesty; in consequence of which, a Com- 
mittee was appointed, and made a report in favour of your 
petitioners, which is too prolix to be inserted here.*. 

We are called on, this moment, by the Committee of 
Safety for the County of Albany, to suppress a dangerous 
insurrection in Tryon County. Upwards of ninety soldiers 
were on their march, within twelve hours; after their re- 
ceiving the news; all inhabitants of one town, inhabited 
by your petitioners, and all furnished with arms, ammuni- 
tion, accoutrements, and provisions, &tc. Again, we are 
alarmed by express from General Wooster, commanding 
at Montreal, with the disagreeable news of the unfortunate 
attack on Quebcck, (unfortunate, indeed, to lose so brave 
a commander,) requiting our immediate assistance by 
troops; in consequence of which, a considerable number 
immediately marched for Quebeck, and more are daily fol- 
lowing their example. 

Yet, while we, your petitioners, are thus earnestly en- 
gaged, we beg leave to say, we are "entirely willing to do 
all in ou.r, power in the general cause, under the Continen- 
tal Congress, and have Been, ever since the taking Ticon- 
deroga, Sic, in which your petitioners were principally 

* Extract from a Report of the Lords of Trade to the Cmmnilt"' 
of Hit Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, for Plantation 
Affairs, dated December 3, 1772. 

Upon the fullest examination into all the circumstances, which, at 
present, eonstitiite.the stale. of that district between, the riycrs./lWson 
and Connecticut, out of which, the greatest disorders and confusion 
have arisen , it seemeth to us, that the principal objocts of attention in 
the consideration of any measures that can.bs.su ggosted for restoring 
publick tranquillity, and quieting possessions, are, 

First, Those township's, which, having Been originally settled ari4 
established under grants from the Government ofthe Massachusetts- Bay, 
fell within this, district, by the determination of th.c. northern boundary 
gTthat Province, in the year 1740. 

- Secondly, Those grants of land, made within this district, bythe'Go- 
yernment of New- York, previous to the establishment of the townships 
bid put by the Governour of New-Hampshire, after the con elusion of 
the peace ; and which land now lies within the limits of sonje one or 
other of those townships. 

-Thirdly, Thosd townships, which, having been originally laid out 
by the Governour of New-Hampshire, either continue in the same state, 
or have been confirmed by grants from New-York; and, also, thoso 
which have since originated under grants from the latter of those Colo, 
nies. 

With regard to those townships which fall under the first of the. above., 
mentioned descriptions ; when we consider tiieir naturo and origin, and 
the numberless difficulties to which the original proprietors of them must 
have been subjected in the settlement of lands, exposed to the ineurcioira 
of the Savages, and to every distress, which \\p, neighborhood of the 
French, iu time of war, could bring upon them; and, when wo add to 
these considerations, the great reason there is to believe that the grants 
wcro made upon the ground of military services against the enemy; we 
do not hesitate to submit to your Lordships, bur opinion, that the pre- 
sent Proprietors of these townships, ought, both in justice and equity, to 
be quieted in their possessions ; and, that all grants whatsoever, made by 
the Government of New-York, of any lands, r wiihin the limits of thosB 
townships, whether the degree of improvement, under the original grant, 
had been more or less, arc, in every light which they can be viewed, 
oppressive and unjust. But, as we are sensible that such subsequent 
grants made "by the government of New-York, however unwarrantable, 
cannot be set aside by any authority from His Majesty, in case the 
grantees shall insist on their title; we/ submit to your Lordships, 
whether it might not be expedient, in order to quiet the original Pro. 
prietors in their possessions, to propose that alt such persons who may 
claim possession of lands within the limits of such townships, under 
New-York grants, should, upon condition of their quitting such claim, 
receive a grant under the seal of New-York upon tho like terms, and 
free of all expenses, of an equal number of acres, in some other part of 
the district lying between the rivers Hudson and Connecticut; and in 
case where any actual settlement or improvement has been made by 
guch claimants, that they should, in such case, reccivo fifty acres of 
waste land for every three acres they may have 1 improved. 

With regard to those grants made by thp Government of New-York, 
which fall within the second description, and upon which any actual 
improvement has been made; they do appear toils to deserve the same 
consideration ; and that tho Proprietors thereof ought not to be disturb- 
ed in their possessions, whether that improvernent be to a greater or 
lesser extent, But we beg leave to observe to your Lordehips, that, in 
both theso cases, no consideration ought to be had to any claim, where 
it shall appear that no regular possession has ever been taken, and no 
actual settlement ever, been made. 

With regard to those townships, which fall. .within the Llast mention- 
ed description, we submit to your Lordships our opinion ; thai, pro- 
vided such townships do not include land within the limits of somo 
antecedent grant, upon which actual improvement has, at anytime, 
bsen.made, it would be adyisabje they should be confirmed as town- 
ships, according to tho limits expressed in thcrgrarits thereof; and that 
all persons having possession of any shares in the said townships, either 
as original grantees, or by purchase, or conveyance, and upon which 
sjiares any actuaj improvement or settlement has been made, ought 
not, injustice, to have been, or to be, in future, disturbed in the pos. 
session of such shares; nor ought tlioy to be bound to atiy other con- 
ditions, whetherbf quit-rent, or" otherwise, t.lian what is contained, in, 
the grant. . . .. '~ 
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active under Colonel Ethan Allen; but are not willing 
to put ourselves under the honourable Provincial Congress 
of New-York, in such a manner as might, in future, be 
detrimental to our private property, as the oath to be ad- 
ministered to those who are, or shall be, entrusted with 
commissions from said Congress and the Association agreed 
upon by the same authority, together with some particu- 
lar restrictions and orders for regulating the Militia of said 
Province, if conformed to by the inhabitants of said New- 
Hampshire Grants, will, as we apprehend, be detrimental 
to your petitioners, in the determination of the dispute 
now subsisting between said inhabitants and certain claim- 
ants under said Province of New- York ; and that your 
petitioners' ardent desires of exerting themselves in the 
present struggle for freedom may not be restrained, and 
that we might engage in the glorious cause without fear of 
giving our opponents any advantage in the said land dis- 
pute now subsisting, which we would wish should lie dor- 
mant until a general restoration of tranquillity shall allow 
us the opportunity for an equitable decision of the same. 

Another reason, that much hinders our joining hand and 
hand with New- York Government in the general cause, is, 
they will not own us in our property : but, on the contrary, 
the Judges of the Supreme Court for said Province have ex- 
pressly declared the charters of our lands, deeds, &c, to be 
null and void. Therefore, we, your Honours' humble peti- 
tioners, most earnestly pray your Honours to take our case 
into your wise consideration, and order that, for the future, 
your petitioners shall do duty in the Continental service, 
if required, as inhabitants of said New- Hampshire Grants, 
and not as inhabitants of the Province of New- York, or 
subject to the limitations, restrictions, or regulations of the 
Militia of said Province ; and that commissions, as your 
Honours shall judge meet, be granted accordingly. And, 
as in duty bound, your Honours' petitioners shall ever 
pray. 

At a meeting of the Representatives of the different 
towns on the New- Hampshire Grants, legally warned and 
convened at the house of Cephas Kent, inn-holder, in 
Dorset, on the I6th day of January, 1776, Captain Joseph 
Woodward, Chairman, Dr. fonas Fay, Cleric. 

This meeting, after due consideration, agreed to prefer 
to the honourable Continental Congress an humble Peti- 
tion, setting forth the peculiar circumstances of this part 
of the country. Accordingly, a Committee was appointed 
to draw up the same, who drew up the foregoing, and re- 
ported to the House in the evening. The Clerk read the 
same in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the 
table. The House adjourned till to-morrow, nine of the 
clock, 17th January. Met according to adjournment. 
The said Petition, being a second time read, was agreed 
to by the whole House. Then Lieutenant James Brack- 
enridge and Captain Hewm Allen were nominated to 
prefer the said Petition ; the vote was called; passed in the 
affirmative, nem. con. Then Dr. Jonas Fay was nomi- 
nated ; the vote called ; passed in the affirmative, nem. con. 
Joseph Woodward, Chairman. 

A true copy: Jonas Fay, Clerk. 



FURTHER ACCOUNTS OF THE UNSUCCESSFUL ATTACK ON 
^UEBECK. 

Philadelphia, January 17, 1776, 

Our readers will expect that we should give some ac- 
count of so interesting a piece of intelligence as the late 
unsuccessful, but brave, attempt made by the Continental 
troops to storm the town of Quebeck. The following is 
the best we have been able to collect, and, we have rea- 
son to think, contains the most material facts. 

General Montgomery had determined to storm the town 
as soon as a good opportunity offered, and his plan was to 
attack the upper and lower town at the same time ; but, 
several of his soldiers having deserted, he was induced to 
alter his design, and thought it most prudent to make two 
different attacks upon the lower town, the one at Cape- 
Diamond and the other at St. Roque's. The former was 
conducted under the immediate command of the General 
himself; but here a most unfortunate event early took 
place, viz : the fall of that gallant and able commander, 
which, no doubt, damped the ardour of his troops, and was 
the occasion of a repulse, though not till they had passed 
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the first barrier, and were preparing to attempt the second. 
The other attack was conducted by Colonel (now Briga- 
dier-General) Arnold, with his own detachment from New- 
England, and Captain Lamb's company of artillery, from 
New-York. They pressed through the St. Roque's, and 
approached near a two-gun battery, without being disco* 
vered, and attacked it ; the enemy bravely defended it 
above an hour, but it was carried. In this attack General 
Arnold was shot through the leg, and was obliged to be 
carried to the Hospital, as was, also, Brigade-Major Ogden, 
who, after a spirited and soldier-like conduct, received a 
wound in his shoulder. The command of this detachment 
now devolved on Lieutenant-Colonel Greene, of Rhode- 
Island, who, after gaining the battery, pushed on to a 
second barrier, which they took possession of; at the same 
time, the enemy sallied out from Palace-Gate, and at- 
tacked them in the rear. A field-piece, which the rough- 
ness of the road would not permit their carrying on, fell 
into the enemy's hands. The communication between tlje 
two detachments was, by this means, cut off, and, after a 
resolute push for the lower town, these brave soldiers were 
forced to yield to superior numbers with superior advan- 
tage, and submitted themselves prisoners. Captain Mac- 
pherson and Captain Cheeseman fought and fell by the 
side of their General. These officers distinguished them- 
selves by their good conduct; and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Greene, Majors Bigelow and Meigs, and Captains Oswald 
and Burr, ate particularly mentioned as haying done them- 
selves great honour. The loss of General Montgomery, 
who well understood the duties of the soldier and citizen, 
and generously endured the fatigues of the one fprtliesakg 
of securing the rights of the other, is greatly regretted by 
every lover of mankind; but our enemies will soon fincj 
that America is become the nursery of heroes, and that, 
while we are struggling in so glorious a cause; as that of 
liberty and virtue, she will not want Generals, to lead forth 
her armies, and direct them to victory and triumph. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER. FROM CANADA, DATED FEBHUART 

9,1776. 

It is not improbable, that, unacquainted with all the cir- 
cumstances, some persons who, while they applauded the 
courage and resolution of our late brave General Montgome- 
ry, in attacking, under every disadvantage, a city so strongly 
fortified, both by art and nature, as Quebeck, with less than 
half the number of men that were wfthjn the walls to de^ 
fend it, may censure the attempt as rash and desperate. 
But his situation not only justified, but made it a matter of 
indispensable duty, though a duty of a nature sp difficult apcl 
arduous, that the most heroick virtue and intrepid courage, 
was absolutely necessary to the performance of it. The 
expiration of the time for which a great part or the Provin- 
cial troops bad been inlisted being near at hand, in a 
council of war an attack of the town before that lime wa$ 
determined upon, and a plan concerted. But just before 
its execution, it appearing that som.e_deserter§. from pur 
Army had discovered it to the enemy, an alteration becarnj 
necessary, nor was there any time to delay, for the rneji 
were on point of returning home, and the Genera] was 
reduced to the dilemma of making an attack, under all dis- 
advantages, or of raising the seige, and retiring with the loss 
of all the advantages we had gained by the unparalleled fa- 
tigues of a Winter campaign in such a cpuntry. It is tlp 
wonder, therefore, that, perilous as it Was, he, with Colonej 
Arnold, Sic, determined to make the attack, though to 
stimulate his men, the General was obliged to head them in. 
person. 

The attack was made with as much bravery as it was re- 
solved on, and probably would have succeeded, had nota 
fatal discharge from the enemy's cannon, soon after he mount- 
ed the wall, finished the glorious career of our gallant Gene- 
ral and some of the bravest of his followers. The principal 
of these were, his Aid-de-camp, Captain AJacpherson, of 
Philadelphia, Captain Cheeseman, of New- York, and ten 
of his company, who all fell at the first, fire. This mighty 
loss, at the first onset, so confused and discouraged our men 
that the remaining officers in the detachment thought them- 
selves under a necessity of drawing off the men. 

Captain Cheeseman was the first that scaled the wall, 
and intrepidly pushing forward, he . received a canister pf 
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grape-shot through liis body, which brought him to the 
ground. He attempted to rise, and his motions indicated 
a desire to press forward, but all was over, the fatal wound 
was giverr, through which fled as brave and heroick a spirit 
as ever animated the breast of an Alexander. 

He seemed to have a remarkable presage that be should 
fall in the attack ; he mentioned it without the least super- 
stitious fear, but with the undaunted bravery of a soldier. 
He dressed himself that morning extremely neat, and put- 
ting five half-joes in his pocket, said that would be suffi- 
cient to bury him with decency. In him, I have lost a 
valuable and much esteemed friend. 



ACCOUNT OF THE ATTEMPT ON QUECECK. 
[From the New-York Gazette.] 

As the publick have, no doubt, received many contradic- 
tory accounts relative to the unfortunate attempt against 
Qiiebeck on the 31st of December last, and having great 
reason to think no just one lias yet been published, I have 
(injustice to the characters of many, whose names, perhaps, 
have not been mentioned, or, if mentioned, not with the re- 
spect they deserve) sent you for publication the following 
sketch of that morning's transaction ; assuring you, at the 
same time, that 1 am entirely divested of prejudice ; that I 
was but transiently acquainted with any of the officers of 
the detachment previous to the attack, and, consequently, 
can have no interest in suppressing or exaggerating any 
circumstances, to the injury of any one of them ; on the 
contrary, there is not a circumstance related, respecting the 
assault, but what I was either an eye-witness to, by being in 
the front, or had from those whose characters as gentlemen, 
and conduct as brave soldiers, entitles them to the greatest 
credibility. Those officers and gentlemen whose names are 
mentioned, eminently distinguished themselves ; their ene- 
mies do them the justice to acknowledge it ; and I hope 
their country will amply reward them. 

About four o'clock in the morning, the detachment being 
assembled in St. Roque's, (together with Captain Lamb f 
and part of his company of Artillery, with a field-piece, 
mounted on a particular carriage, for the conveniency for 
carrying it through the snow, though its inefficacy was 
soon experienced) Captain Elcazer Oswald, with a party 
of twenty-five men, was detached to attack the enemy's 
advanced works at the Saut an MaieUt, on the entrance 
into the lower town, on St. Charles's side, the main body 
being then in motion to follow, but by the time they came 
opposite Palace-Gate, the garrison had taken the alarm, 
and, being apprized of the design, began a heavy fire from 
the walls, by which they had to pass a full quarter of a 
mile ere they came to the first place of action ; which, with 
the obstruction occasioned by the field-piece, threw the 
divisions commanded by Majors Bigelow and Meigs into 
such confusion, that they lost the right path. However, 
the advanced party soon reached the barrier, and began 
the attack, in which they were joined by Colonel Arnold 
himself, and supported by Captain Daniel Morgan with 
his company of Riflemen, who were in front of the main 
body. 

In thisonset, unfortunately — unfortunately, indeed — Col. 
Arnold received his wound, and was carried off; but, not- 
withstanding, Captain Morgan and the first party obtained 
possession of the battery of four guns, took great part of 
the guard, and a number of inhabitants, who surrendered 
prisoners. In this situation they were obliged to remain 
(not being supported by the main body, who had not reco- 
vered from their confusion so as to come up) till joined by 
Lieutenant Steel, with part of Captain Smith's company. 
Captain Lamb, with his Artillery company, (who were 
obliged to quit the field-piece, it being impossible to bring 
it forward,) Captain Hendricks, with part of his company, 
and several of the musketeers from the different companies, 
(after regaining the proper road) in all, about two hundred, 
when they again formed, and were again led on by Captain 
Morgan, (upon whom the body then called as their com- 
manding officer) to force the second barrier, which, had 
they effected, would have given full possession of the lower 
town'; but the enemy having defeated the division which 
the immortal hero, General Montgomery, led to force their 
=works in the lower town, on the St. Lawrence side, had 
now turned all their force upon this detachment; yet the 



dispute remained obstinate for some time, (in which^an at- 
tempt to scale it was twice made by the intrepid Captain 
Morgan, whose uncommon presence of mind, and gallant 
behaviour in this critical situation, were truly conspicuous,) 
and success till now, seemed inclined to crown their brave 
endeavours, when they found themselves surrounded on all 
quarters; a party of near two hundred men, having sallied 
out at Palace-Gate, attacked and took prisoners all the rear, 
who had not got within the first barrier, and having brought 
their cannon, which commanded the river St. Charles, to 
rake the street, were a second time thrown into disorder, 
and obliged to take possession of the houses, in which they 
made a°resolute stand of full three hours; but finding the 
enemy's fire continue, both from their cannon and musketry, 
and not more than one in ten of their own fire-locks ser- 
viceable, the others rendered useless by a snow storm which 
began in the night, and continued the whole day; and not 
having the least possibility of making a retreat, were at length 
obliged to surrender themselves prisoners; which in all hu- 
man probability would not have been their fate, had those 
brave officers and soldiers who distinguished themselves in 
the front, been properly sustained by those who were in the 
rear; but, on the contrary, from the conduct of the garri- 
son, there was the greatest prospect of carrying the town. 

In this glorious though unsuccessful attempt, fell, (be- 
sides those in General Montgomery's division.) while in 
the utmost exertion of their duty, that excellent young 
officer, Captain William Hendricks, of Pennsylvania ; the 
truly brave Lieutenant John Humphreys, of Captain Mor- 
gan's company, arid Lieutenant Cooper, of Connecticut ; 
Captain Hubbard, of the town of Worcester, in Massachu- 
setts-Bay, died in a few days after, of a wound he received 
before he reached the first barrier. 

The spirited exertions and gallant behaviour of the pa- 
triotick John Lamb, the firmness of the indefatigable Cap- 
tain Samuel Lockwood, (by whose vigilance, both by night 
and day, with forty men, and a twelve-pounder, in a gon- 
dola, eleven armed vessels, with General Prescott, one hun-r 
drqd and thirty officers and soldiers, and one hundred and 
thirty seamen were taken at Sorel,) and the undaunted reso- 
lution shown during the whole conflict by Captains Oswald, 
Thayer, and Topham; Lieutenants William Heath, Peter 
O'Brien Bruen, {Charles Potter fivld, and John M'Guire, 
volunteers,) all of Captain Morgan's company; Steel, of 
Smith's ; Moody, of Lamb's ; Tisdale, of Ward's, and seve- 
ral other subalterns, &c, has not only crowned them with 
honour as soldiers, but entitles them to the applause of their 
bleeding country. 

Adjutant Febiger, (a Danish gentleman, who holds a 
lieutenancy in the King of Denmark's service,) behaved 
with all the resolution, calmness, and intrepidity, peculiar 
to an old veteran and an experienced officer; and has 
given many specimens of his great military abilities. 

In justice to Mr. Matthew Duncan, a volunteer from 
Philadelphia, who was made a prisoner the day after, 
owing purely to his enterprising spirit, in coming volunta- 
rily to know whether the detachment were in possession of 
the lower town, agreeable to a report then prevailing in 
the camp, I do assure the publick, that the enemy gave 
him the character such a young adventurer deserves; and 
that many of them appeared surprised so young a man 
could be able to maintain the justness of the cause in which 
he was engaged with so much spirit, sensibility, and firm* 
ness. Indeed, it was frequently mentioned, that his zeal 
carried him so far as to insult, in bis turn, some of the prin- 
cipal officers, as they marched him to the main guard ; 
meaning (I suppose) his asking Colonel Maclean, ir> a sar- 
caslical manner, if he did not land at New-York, alluding 
to a belief then entertained, that he was there obliged to 
give his parole for his future conduct. 

A SoLDTEB. 



A List of the Officers that were made Prisoners at the 
attack upon the City o/Quebeck, on the 3\st of De- 
cember, 1775, who were not exchanged on the \Sth of 
May, 1776: 

Captain Daniel Morgan, Lieutenant William Heath, 
Lieutenant Peter O'Brien Bruen, slightly wounded ; Vo- 
lunteers, John McGuire and Charles Potterfield, of Fre- 
derick County, Virginia; Lieutenant Archibald Steel, of 
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Lancaster, wounded, lost two fingers ; Volunteer John 
Henry, Lancaster; Lieutenant Francis Nicholas, Carlisle; 
Volunteer Matthew Duncan, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 
Major John Lamb ; Lieutenant Andrew Moody, New- 
York; Captain Oliver Hanchet, Suffield ; Captain Samuel 
Lockwood, Stamford; Lieutenant Abijah Savage, Mid- 
dletown; Quartermaster Benjamin Catling, Wethersfeld ; 
Volunteer Captain Eleazer Oswald, New-Haven, Con- 
necticut; Colonel Christian Green, Greenwich; Captain 
John Topham, slightly wounded, Neivport ; Captain Sa- 
muel Ward, fVesterley; Captain Simeon Thayer, Provi- 
dence ; Lieutenant James Webb, Newport; Lieutenant 
William Humphreys, Providence; Lieutenant Edward 
Slocum, Tiverton; Silvanus Shaw, Newport, Rhode- 
Island; Major Timothy Bigelow, Worcester; Captain Wil- 
liam Goodrich, Stockbridge ; Lieutenant Samuel Brown, 
Acton; Lieutenant John Cumpston, Saco; Lieutenant 
John Clark, Hadley; Lieutenant James Tisdale, wounded 
in the shoulder, recovered, Medjjeld; Captain Henry Dear- 
born, East-Nottingham ; Lieutenant Nathaniel Hutchings, 
Dunbarton; Lieutenant Ammi Andrews, Hillsborough ; 
Lieutenant Joseph Thomas, East-Nottingham; Adjutant 
Christian Febiger, a Danish officer, and about three hun- 
dred privates. 

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO WILLIAM BARTLETT. 

Cambridge, January 17, 1776. 

Sir: I am to inform you, by command of his Excellen- 
cy, that Archibald. Templeton, James Crawford, Joseph 
Douglass, James Hamilton, and John Mclver, who be- 
longed to the ship Concord, Captain Laurie, have his per- 
mission to go on board our armed vessels. 

You will please to observe, that his Excellency would 
not wish that too great a number of them should be in one 
vessel ; for, though these men may be well disposed to 
serve us, it is only right to guard against accidents. 

I am, &c, 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO GENERAL GATES. 

Winter.Hill, January 17, 1776. 

Dear Sir : I enclose you a letter from some gentlemen 
at Newburyport, for some cannon-shot, which beg you to 
lay before the General; and, if you please, inform him that 
there are a great number of those shot which I sent from 
New-Hampshire to Medford, which have never been call- 
ed for, or taken into account. If it is agreeable to his Ex- 
cellency, I will spare a part of those to the gentlemen, to 
enable them to fix out the privateer they are about; other- 
wise, shall not beg an answer per bearer, and am, sir, your 

very humble servant, T „ 

J John Sullivan. 

To General Gates. 

GENERAL SULLIVAN TO THE GENERAL COURT OF NEW- 
HAMPSHIRE. 

Winter.Hill, January 17, 1776. 

I was favoured with your letter respecting the affair of 
Colonel Stark and Colonel Hobart, which 1 immediately 
laid before the General. He showed me your letter to 
him, with a copy of Colonel Hobart's to you ; and a trial 
would immediately have taken place, but Colonel Stark 
was gone into the country recruiting. He is now returned, 
and a Court of Inquiry will sit upon him to-morrow or next 
day. 

You may depend that, notwithstanding I esteem Stark 
as a worthy, good officer, I will do every thing in my pow- 
er to punish any insult be may have been guilty of offering 
to the Colony. 

I repeatedly told Colonel Hobart, the evening after the 
affair happened, when I found him and Stark together, at 
my house, on my return from Head-Quarters, that I would 
confine Stark immediately, if he desired it, and even his 
whole regiment, if necessary; but he chose to omit it. 



immediately took the contents under consideration, and find 
that all the publick arms of the Colony have been delivered 
out to the soldiers in the Continental Army, and at our 
garrisons in Portsmouth. 

. Upon a return lately made from the several towns in the 
Colony, we find that not more than two-thirds of the jn- 
habitants capable of using arms are furnished therewith, 
and many of them such as would not be thought fit to be 
trusted to in the Continental Army. 

The scarcity of workmen, as well as steel, has hitherto 
prevented our having any considerable number made in the 
Colony ; for which reasons, together with the apparent 
need of our keeping a considerable body of troops to de- 
fend our seaport, brings us to the disagreeable necessity of 
informing your Excellency it is not In our power, at pre- 
sent, to supply any arms for the purpose you mention. 
We are fearful that the detention of the arms of the Mili- 
tia, (now at the camp,) aga'mst their consent/will create 
such an uneasiness in their minds, that it would hinder their 
exerting themselves if called upon hereafter. 

In consequence of a former request from your Excellen- 
cy, we have procured one hundred and forty blankets, 
which we shall forward to the camp immediately ; and if 
any more can be obtained, they shall be sent along without 
delay. 

In behalf of the Council and Assembly, I am, with great 
esteem and respect, your Excellency's most humble serr 

' Meshech Weare, President. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 



MESHECH WEARE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Colony of New-Hampshire, Exeter, January 17, 1776. 

Sir: Your Excellency's letter of the 13th instant, set- 
ting forth the difficulty of providing fire-arms for the Army, 
came to hand yesterday. The General Court, now pitting, 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A CAPTAIN OF AN ENGLISH 
-TRANSPORT TO HIS OWNERS, IN LONDON, DATED BOSTON, 
JANUARY 17, 1776. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you of my safe arrival 
here on the 1st instant, having had one continued storm of 
wind since my last letter to you, dated at sea, November 
6th. The sea continually washed over us,' and froze so 
excessively hard, that, had it not been for our rmists, we 
might have been taken for an island of ice. 

I was told that I might depend on meeting a good many 
cruisers at a distance from the land, who would conduct us 
safe into port ; but I did not see ship or vessel for three 
weeks after I got over St. George's Bank, and my orders 
from the Admiralty forbade me to go into any port without 
first speaking with a King's ship, who was to conduct me 
into port, or inform me of a place of safety. 

After being baffled about for three weeks, with only six 
men fit for duty, the rest being frost-bitten, or sick through 
fatigue, (having, besides, had the misfortune to lose one, 
washed overboard,) 1 made for the land, and got, as I 
judged, from my reckoning, within three leagues of Boston 
light-house, when, it coming on to blow a gale of wind, 
and meeting neither cruiser nor pilot, I was forced out to 
sea again, and continued in a storm, at sea, eight days 
more. I got in with the land again, with the wind at 
north, and, though thick, snowy weather, I stood in boldly, 
and made the light-house, and met one of the King's schoon- 
ers, and asked for a pilot, but he could not spare one, as 
he was going on a cruise. Soon after, I got to an anchor 
in Nantasket Road, and found several King's ships, I be- 
lieve ten sail, in all. To them I applied for a pilot; but 
they had none to spare, and were so weakly manned that 
they could give me no assistance. They told me there 
were many privateers out, well manned and armed, and 
that they were going to cruise for them ; but, if they meet 
with any bad weather, as 1 have done, they are so badly 
manned they will make no hand of it. 

At last I got a pilot from Boston, who tells me that a; 
ship with ordnance stores is taken by the Rebels, and that, 
likewise, several coal and porter ships are taken, which I 
find, now, to be likely, for there are only eight sail, of the 
forty, arrived yet, and they had no force to resist. 

They have not begun to unload us yet. We have split 
several of our sails, and the rest are much the worse for 
wear. All our running rigging is bad ; our ropes cracked 
like glass, and we broke our maintopmast backstay; and 
all our rigging is much damaged. 

I can see the Rebels' camp very plain, whose colours, a 
little while ago, were entirely red ; but, on the receipt ©C 
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the King's speech, (which ihey burnt,) they have hoisted 
the Union Flag, which is here supposed to intimate the 
orrion of the Provinces. 

About a week ago, the Rebels made an excursion into 
CharJestown, and burnt down some, few houses that were 
left standing, and carried off a sergeant and four men pri- 
soners i but, at present, all is quiet. 

You had better, if any of your ships should come out, 
get higher freight, for the loss, in wear, is greater than I 



expected, and no supply can be had. If you send some 
naval stores, they will sell well. There are a great many 
privateers out, and more will be soon ready - T but I sup- 
pose the ships, after this, will come with convoy. 
I am, he. 
P, S. I brought but fourteen hogs alive; and another 
ship, that had one hundred and thirty sheep, brought in 
five, and all as thin as you could expect, and, as the sailors 
say, only fit for lanterns. 



MARYLAND CONVENTION. 

At a Convention of Delegates, chosen by the several 
Counties of the Province of Maryland, at the City of An- 
napolis, on Thursday, the 7th of December, 1775. 

Present : 
For St. Mary's County: John Allen Thomas, Richard 

Barnes. 
Charles County : William Smattwood, Francis_ Ware, 

Josias Haivkins, Thomas Stone, Robert T. Hooe. 
Calvert County: Benjamin Mackall 4th, Alexander 

Somerville, Edward Gannt, Patrick Sim Smith, Wil- 
liam Allein. 
Prince George's County : Joseph Sim, Thomas Con- 
tee, John Rogers, 
Anne Arundel County : Charles Carroll, Barrister, 

Thomas Johnson, Jun., Samuel Chase, Charles Carroll, 

of Carrollton. 
Frederick County, Middle District : Charles Beatty, 

Baker Johnson. 
Lower District : Henry Griffith. 
Baltimore County: Robert Alexander, Benjamin Ni- 
cholson, John Moale, Walter Tolley, Jan., Jeremiah T. 

Chase. 
Harford County : John Love, Richard Dallam. 
Cecil County: John Veazy, Jun., Joseph Gilpin, John 

D, Thompson, Nathaniel Ramsay, Patrick Lwing. 
Kent County: Peregrine Letherbury, Emory Sudler-, 

William Sluby. 
Queen Anne's County : Turbutt Wright, James Tilgh- 
Talbot. County: Matthew Tilghman, Nicholas Thomas. 
Caroline County : Joshua Clark, Richard Mason. 
Somerset County: George Dashiell, Gustavus Scott. ■ 
Worcester County: Samuel Handy, Smith Bishop, 

Joseph Dashiett, 

The Honourable Matthew Tilghman, Esq., was unani- 
mously chosen President, and Mr. Gabriel Duvall, appoint- 
ed Clerk. 

Ordered, That Gabriel Duvall qualify himself as Clerk, 
by taking oath that he will faithfully, diligently, and hon- 
estly, discharge the office of Clerk to this Convention, and 
that he will not disclose or reveal the secrets thereof. 

The Convention appointed Mr. Allen Quynn Messen- 
ger to attend this Convention, and ordered that he qualify 
himself as such, by taking the oath of office and secrecy, 
as above directed to be taken by the Clerk. 

/The Convention appointed Mr. Robert Reynolds Door- 
keeper, and ordered that he qualify himself as. such, by 
taking the path of office and secrecy, as above directed to 
be taken: by the Clerk. 

Ordered, That the Clerk write to the several absent 
Members, and require their immediate attendance here. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half 
after nine o'clock. 

Friday, December 8, 1775. 

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday. 

The Proceedings of yesterday were read. Mr. Richard 
T. Earle, a Member for Queen Anne's County, appeared 
and took his seat in the House. 

Certificates of the qualification, of the Clerk, Messenger, 
and Doorkeeper, were produced and filed. 

A Letter from Mr. John Hanson, Jun., Chairman of the 
Committee of Frederick County, was read, together with 
several Papers therein enclosed, relating to Allen Cameron, 
John Smith, and John Connolly, now in custody, by order 
of the said Co.mmjttee.. ,.,._, ,^,.,:^ _,„ ,,„ -. ._^ 



On motion, Resolved, That a sum not exceeding two 
hundred Pounds, currency, be appropriated for building a 
strong Log Jail, in Fredericktown, in Frederick County, 
at least thirty feet long, and twenty in breadth, lined with 
two inch plank on end, of two stories, with split logs, and 
plank floors, the upper story to be divided into three rooms, 
with a stove in each room... And that a small house be 
built for the Keeper, and occasionally for a Guard, enclos- 
ing the door of the said Jail. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
the said sum of money, or any part thereof, to James John- 
son and Thomas Beatty, or their order, that the same, or 
such part thereof, as shall be necessary, be laid out by them 
in building the said Jail. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met. 

Ordered, That the Messenger be directed to hire an 
Express to despatch Letters to the several absent Menu 
bers. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half 
after nine o'clock. 



Saturday, Docember 9, 1775. 

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday. 
The Proceedings of yesterday were read. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to examine the several Claims upon the Treasury, and re- 
port the same to the Convention ; and Mr. Contee, Mr. 
Sim, Mr. Earle, Mr. Hooe, Mr. Moale, and Mr. Tolley, 
were elected by ballot to be the said Committee. 

Resolved, That they, or any four of them, have power 
to act. 

Resolved, That the several returns of subscriptions for 
Arms and Ammunition, within this Province, be referred 
to the said Committee. 

Mr. Peter Waters, a Member for Somerset County, ap- 
peared and took his seat in the House. 

The House taking into their consideration, that this 
Province, by means of the necessary attendance of some 
of its Deputies now in Convention, is at present unrepre- 
sented in Congress, directed the President to know of Mr. 
John Hall, whether it was convenient for him to attend in 
Congress; and Mr. Hall having signified that it was very 
inconvenient to him at this time, and that it was his wish, 
that some other gentleman might be appointed in his stead, 
and it being represented that Mr. Robert Goldsborough, 
through long indisposition, is at present unable to attend 
that service, it is, therefore, 

Resolved, That, in the present critical and dangerous 
situation of the United Colonies, it is highly necessary that 
three Deputies from this Province do immediately attend 
in Congress, now sitting at Philadelphia; and that for this 
purpose, two gentlemen be now appointed, and added to 
the number of Deputies already chosen ; and Robert Al- 
exander and John Rogers, Esq., were elected by ballot. 

Resolved, That Robert Alexander and John Rogers, 
Esquires, together with those already chosen, be Deputies 
to represent this Province in the Continental Congress; 
and that the said Deputies, or any three or more of them, 
have full and ample power to consent and agree to all 
measures which such Congress shall deem necessary and 
effectual to obtain a. redress of American grievances, and 
be authorized to represent and act for this Province in any 
Continental Congress which may be held before the 25th 
day of March next, 

Adjourned til! three. o'clock.- 
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Post Meridiem. — Convention met. Mr. John Ennals 
and Mr. James Murray, Members for Dorchester County, 
Mr. William Adams and Mr. John Adams, Members for 
Somerset County, and Mr. Aquila Hall, a Member for 
Harford County, appeared and tqok their seats in the 
House. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Deputies from this Pro- 
vince to the Continental Congress, be each allowed the 
sum of fifteen Pounds, common money, per week, during 
their attendance in Congress. 

Convention adjourns till Monday morning, half after nine 
o'clock. 

Monday, December 11, 1775. 

Convention met. All Members present as on Saturday, 
except Mr. James Tilghman, Mr. Mackall, Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Sim, Mr. Contee, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Gilpin, and Mr. 
Moale. 

The Proceedings of Saturday were read. Mr. Pollard 
Edmonson and Mr. James Lloyd Chambcrlaine, Members 
for Talbot County, appeared and took their seats in the 
House. 

The Proceedings of the Committee of Observation for 
Talbot County, relative to Mr. Francis Baker, a Member 
returned for the said County, together with several Resolves 
of the Continental Congress, were read the first time, and 
ordered to lie on t|ie table. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Parliamentary Post be 
not permitted or suffered to travel in or pass through this 
Province, with any Mail, Packages, or Letters ; and the 
several Committees of Observation are requested and di- 
rected to see this Resolution strictly observed and exe- 
cuted. 

Ordered, That the above Resolve be published in the 
Maryland Gazette. 

On motion, Resolved, That every Member of this Con- 
vention consider himself under the ties of virtue, honour, 
and love of his country, not to divulge, directly or indi- 
rectly, any matter or thing agitated or debated in Conven- 
tion, during the time of debate, or before the same shall be 
determined, which the mover thereof shall openly request 
to be kept secret, without the leave of. the. Convention, or 
a majority thereof, or any matter or thing which a majority 
of the Convention shall order to be kept secret ; and that 
every person who shall violate this agreement, shall be. ex- 
pelled this Convention, and considered as an enemy to 
America, and liable to be? treated as such ; and that every 
Member signify his consent hereto by signing the same. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met. 

The Convention took into their consideration the Pro- 
ceedings of the Committee of Talbot County, on the case 
of Mr. Francis Baker, who had been guilty of a breach 
of the Continental Association, and who had been since 
elected a Member for Talbot County. The said Francis 
Baker appeared, acknowledged his offence, and expressed 
great contrition and sorrow for the same, and prayed a re- 
mission of the penalty annexed by the Congress to his 
crime, that he might not be declared an enemy to Ame- 
rica, but be permitted to enjoy the rights of a member of 
this community, on such terms and conditions as this Con- 
vention may think proper to impose ; and promised a strict 
compliance with all Continental and Provincial Resolu- 
tions; whereupon, it is 

Resolved, That the seat of the said Francis Baker be 
vacated, and that the Electors of Talbot County elect 
another person as a Member and Committee-man for that 
County, in the room and place of the said Francis Baker, 
the Committee giving ten days' notice of the election, ex- 
cluding the days of notice and election, and any three of 
their Members to be judges thereof: That the said Bak^r, 
not offering himself (or any office of trust, his offence be 
not published, nor any further proceedings had against him. 

Ordered, That the Clerk make out and transmit a copy 
of the above Resolve to the Committee of Observation for 
Talbot County. " •■■■--■-■■ ™ — - 

On motion, Resolved, That this Convention will, on 



Thursday next, take into consideration the state of the 
Province. ■ . - .. ^ ;; ^ .-..-. : ^ 

The Proceedings of the Eastern Shore branch of the 
Council of Safety, relating to Mr. Isaac Atkinson, were 
read the first time, and ordered to lie on the table, ^ 

Convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. T 

Tuesday ° December 13, T77B. 

The Convention met. All Members present as on yes- 
terday. The Proceedings of yesterday were read. Mr. 
Contee, Mr. James Tilghman, Mr. Mackall, Mr. Smith, 
and Mr. Gilpin, appeared in the House. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Committee of Observa; 
tion for Talbot County, be requested immediately to send 
Isaac Atkinson, under a guard of four of the Mih'tja of thai 
County, to this Convention; and that the Sheriff of Talbot 
County deliver the said yliKnson to such guard. 

Ordered, That the accounts of Expenses attending the 
prosecution of Isaac A^i nson > De referred to the Commit; 
tee appointed to examine the several claims upon the Trea_- 
sury. 

The Proceedings of the Committee of Kent County, re- 
lative to the conduct and behaviour of the Reverend John 
Patterson were read, and are as follow: 

" At a meeting of a special Committee held for Kent 
County, on the 16th day of August, Anno Domini 1775, 
present, Thomas Smyth, Chairman, and thirteen Mem- 
bers. 

" This Committee being informed that the Reverend Mr. 
John Patterson, of Kent County, had some time past pub- 
lickly spoken words which reflected upon the Convention; 
upon which the matter was considered, and 

" Resolved, That summons issue to the said Patterson:, 
for him to appear before the next Committee to be held 
for the County aforesaid, on Monday, the. 2lst instant; to 
which time this Committee is adjourned." 

" Monday, the 21st day of August, the Committee met 
according to adjournment, present, thirty-one Members. 

"The Reverend John Patterson appeared in conse- 
quence of the summons issued at the last meeting," and 
being interrogated with regard to the disrespectful words 
which it was alleged he had spoken againsf the Conven- 
tion, confessed that he had reflected on the Proceedings of 
the Convention, as well that held in December last, as the 
one held in July last ; that the first had undertaken to pre- 
clude persons who were not members of the Committee, 
from judging of the propriety of their proceedings ; that he 
conceived the said Convention had entered into that reso- 
lution to cover a duplicity of conduct of the Continental 
Congress; that it was depriving men of their liberty, anB 
that he considered himself brought as a criminal, to receivp 
a mock trial ; that the multitude were deluded ; that he 
did not see why he should not judge upon the Proceedings 
of the Convention, it was a liberty the people of New-Yorjk 
had taken ; upon being asked who, in New- York, he.arr- 
swered, Doctor Cooper and Doctor Chandler, and said that 
he should think it a higher honour to be ranked with those 
gentlemen, than to have the approbation of this Commitlee, 
or even the Convention ; that the last Convention had treat- 
ed James Chrystie in a tyrannical, cruel, and oppressive 
manner, and that there was more liberty in Turkey than in 
this Province ; that the Convention had forbid him frqm 
passing any censure on the Congress ; that he had not done 
it since, and that if the Committee should forbid him from 
passing any censure on the Convention, he would not, but 
shopld then confine himself to censures on the Commit- 
tee. 

" Upon which, it was unanimously voted, That the whole 
proceedings against said Patterson be transmitted to the 
Council of Safety for this Province, for them to take order 
therein. 

" A true copy from the Minutes : 

" W. Hall, Clerk Committee." ' 

Whereupon, it is Resolved, That the Committee, of Ob- 
servation for Kent County be requested immediately to 
take into custody the Reverend John Patterson, and send 
him- under a guard of four of the Militia to this Conven- 
tion. 
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. On motion, That Mr. Robert Buchanan, elected a Dele- 
gate for Kent County, attend his duty in Convention, on 
Monday next, the 18th of this present month, and that 
jthe Committee of Observation for that County procure a 
copy 'of this order to be served on Mr. Buchanan as soon 
as may be. 

' The previous question was called for and put, whether 
the above question be now put ? Carried in the negative. 
Qrdered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
to SamuelChase, or his order, forty Pounds, common money, 
to be accounted for. 

,. On motion, Resolved, That no Boat or other Vessel 
belonging to this Province, go out of this Province with- 
out license in writing from this Convention, the Council of 
Safety hereafter to be appointed, or from some Committee 
of Observation, and that the particular place such Boat or 
Vessel shall be designed to go to, shall be expressed in all 
licenses granted by the Committees of Observation. And 
if any such Boat or Vessel shall be navigated beyond the 
limits of this Province without such license, or if, after 
having obtained such license, the skipper thereof shall, 
without absolute and inevitable necessity, go to, or touch 
at, any place out of this Province, other than that men- 
tioned in such license, or shall carry any person, or letter, 
of which he shall not give previous notice to such Com- 
mittee, or shall bring back any person, or letter, of which 
he shall not give notice to some Committee of Observa- 
tion, as soon as may be after his return, such skipper, and 
all other persons accessary to such misbehaviour, may be 
punished by imprisonment ; but it is understood that this 
Resolution is not to prohibit the crossing Potomack, 
although the Boats or Vessels employed or used therefor 
should go up the creeks or arms of Potomack River 
making into Virginia, or to prohibit passing or repassing 
at the Ferry on Potomack River. 

On motion, Resolved, That no Member of this Conven- 
tion depart the House without leave thereof. 
Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met. Mr. Robert Tyler, 
a Member from Prince George's County, awi Mr. Jere- 
miah Jordan, a Member from St. Mary's County, appear- 
ed and took their seats in the House. 

A Petition from the frontier Inhabitants of Frederick 
County, and a Memorial from the Magistrates of said 
County, were read the first time, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to inquire 
into the truth of the facts set forth in the Memorial from 
Frederick County Court, and the Petition of the frontier 
Inhabitants of said County, and report the same to the 
Convention; and Mr. Smallwood, Mr. Jeremiah T. Chase, 
Mr. John AUen Thomas, Mr. Chamberlaine, and Mr. James 
JUghman, were elected by ballot a Committee for that 
purpose. 

Mr, Sim appeared in the House. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Wednesday, December 13, 1775. 

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday, 
except Mr. Alexander. The Proceedings of yesterday 
were read. 

Mr. John Stull, a Member for the Upper District of 
Frederick County, and Mr. Henry Hooper, a Member 
for Dorchester County, appeared and took their seats in 
the House. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to devise the best ways and means to promote the manu- 
facture of Saltpetre ; and Mr. Carroll of Carrollton, Mr. 
Thomas Johnson, Mr. Bishop, Mr. Ramsey, and Mr. Gil- 
pin, were elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose. 

A Letter from the Committee of Observation for So- 
merset County , to the Eastern Shore branch of the Council 
of Safety, dated 21st November, 1775, was read. 

Resolved, That this Convention doth approve the con- 
duct of the Committee of Observation for Somerset Coun- 



ty in raising the Company of Men mentioned in the said 
Letter. 

Resolved, That this Province will discharge the Pay, 
according to the rates allowed by the last Convention to 
Militia in actual service, of the sajd Company, and also 
the reasonable expenses of subsistence from the time of 
their entering into actual service, till the further order oi 
this Convention. 

Resolved, That the said Company of Men be subject 
to the orders of the said Committee, who shall provide for 
their pay and subsistence.' 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of the Eastern Shore pay 
to the said Committee six" hundred Dollars on account, 
and that such part thereof as may be necessary be ex- 
pended by them for the purposes aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Clerk make out and transmit a copy 
of the above Resolutions to the Committee of Somerfet 
County. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be a Com- 
mittee to examine the Accounts of the Treasurers of the 
Eastern and Western Shores, and report the state of the 
same. i 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to examine and report the Returns by the Committees of 
Observation, of persons in the several Counties of this 
Province, who have subscribed, or refused or neglected to 
subscribe, the Association directed by the last Convention ; 
and Mr. Wiight, Mr. Chamberlaine, and Mr. Tolley, were 
elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine 
and report the Returns by the Committees of Observation 
of the Companies of Artillery, Minute arid Milifia-Men, 
enrolled or formed into Battalions, and of the persons who 
have not enrolled themselves either as Minute, or Artillery- 
Men, or in the Militia, according to the directions of the 
last Convention ; and Mr. Mackall, Mr. Nicholson, and 
Mr. James Tilghman, were elected by ballot a Committee 
for that purpose. . ; , 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine 
and report the quantity of Arms and Ammunition belong- 
ing to this Province, and the slate and condition of such 
Arms and Ammunition and Mr. Ware, Mr. Beady, and 
Mr. Hooper, were elected by ballot a Committee for that 
purpose. 

Ordered, That Association Papers be immediately trans- 
mitted to Kent Island, to be subscribed by the Freemenof 
that Island, and that the Delegates of Queen Anne's 
County transmit the same. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met. Mr. William En- 
nalls, a Member for Dorchester County, Mr. Nathaniel 
Potter and Mr. Henry Dickinson, Members for Caroline 
County, and Mr. i^er Chaille and Mr. John Done, Mem- 
bers for Worcester County, appeared and took their seats 
in the House. Mr. Waters and Mr. Handy have leave of 
absence. 

The Convention being informed that there are a num- 
ber of Cannon and Shot at Fort Cumberland, Oldtown, 
and Fort Frederick; and, also, a number of Small Arms 
at Isaac Baker's, in Frederick County, belonging to the 
publick, 

Resolved, That the Committee for inquiring into the 
state of Arms and Ammunition, agree with some person 
or persons for the carriage of such of the said Cannon as 
are fit for use, and Shot, to Baltimore town, and for the 
collection of as well the said Small Arms, as any other 
Small Arms in Frederick County, belonging to the pub- 
lick, and conveying them to Fredericktown, to be there 
repaired and put in order. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Thursday, December 14, 1775. 
Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday, 
except Mr. Waters and Mr. Handy. The Proceedings of 
yesterday were read. 



717 



. MARYLAND CONVENTION, DECEMBER, 1775. 



718 



.'.. A Memorial from Alexander McFadon, of Frederick 
County, was read the first time, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Benjamin Rumsey, a Member for Harford County, 
appeared and took his seat in the House. 

The Convention having received information, that Eze- 
Jciel Hunter, of Caroline County, had by his conduct broke 
•up a Company of Militia of that County, and refused to 
submit to, and abide by the determination of the said Com- 
mittee upon his conduct, and had brought with him to the 
Committee an armed force to oppose the determination of 
the said Committee, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Observation for Caro- 
line County, be empowered immediately to take into cus- 
tody the said Ezekiel Hunter, .'and examine into his conduct, 
and either confine him in the Jail of their County, or send 
him under a sufficient guard with the charge against him, 
to this Convention, or acquit and discharge him, as the 
' Committee shall think proper. 

Ordered, That the Clerk make out and transmit a copy 
of the above Resolution to the Committee of Caroline 
County. 

Mr. Mason has leave of absence. 

It appearing to this Convention by sundry Depositions, 
that William Bartlelt Townsend, of Worcester County, had 
left this Province with inimical designs against the same, 
and that the said William Barllett Townsend, had carried 
. sundry inhabitants of this Province to join Lord Dunmore, 
who is now carrying on hostilities against the Colony of 
^Virginia, and has committed depredations upon the pro- 
perty of some of the inhabitants of this Province ; and 
this Convention being also informed, that the.. Committee 
of Observation for Worcester County, had fixed a guard 
upon the Estate of. the said Willmm Barllett Townsend, 
as well to save the same from waste, as to prevent the said 
William Bartlelt Townsend carrying the Negroes thereon 
to join him with Lord Dunmore; and application having 
been made by Bartlelt Townsend, son of the said William 
Barllett Toumsend, to take the management of the said 
Estate into his possession, to secure the same against waste, 
and to prevent the Negroes thereon being removed, 
' Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Observation for Worcester County aforesaid, to commit 
the said Estate to the said Barllett Townsend, taking bond 
with sufficient security, for Ills taking care of, managing, 
and securing the said Estate, and every part thereof, first 
having the same inventoried and appraised, and to be ac- 
countable for the same ; and to take such measures as shall 
be necessary to prevent the Negroes on the said Estate 
being carried out of this Province, or removed to any place 
where they may be liable to be taken out of this Province, 
and to return and deliver up the said Estate, and every 
part thereof, as soon as the said William Bartlelt Town- 
send shall surrender himself to the Committee of Worcester 
County, to take his trial before the Convention, if sitting, 
or the Council of Safety hereafter to be appointed. 

Ordered, That the Clerk make out and transmit a copy 
of the above Resolution to the Committee of Observation 
for Worcester County. 

Mr. Robert Buchanan, a Member (or Kent County, ap- 
peared and took his seat in the House. 

A Petition from sundry Inhabitants of Baltimore County, 
relative to the election of Committee-men and Delegates 
for said County, being read, 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Wednesday next. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met. 

The Proceedings of the Committee of Kent County were 
read to Mr. Robert Buchanan in his place, and the said 
Robert Buchanan heard thereon ; upon which Mr. Bu- 
chanan confessed that he had refused to enroll according 
to the Resolution of the last Convention, and that in con- 
sequence of his reasons, fourteen others had also refused ; 
and declared, Tie having conceived himself not well treated 
by the said Committee, at the time the said proceeding 
passed, was rather short in his answers to them, and did 
not give the Committee that satisfaction respecting his con- 



duct, in the subject by the said Proceedings referred to, as 
was in his power, or as he would have done, had he not 
apprehended himself ill treated by the Committee. Mr. 
Buchanan then withdrew, and the Convention having con- 
sidered the said Proceedings and conduct of the said Robert 
Buchanan, ■ 

Resolved, That the Proceedings of the Committee of 
Kent County respecting Mr. Buchanan, are approved by 
this Convention; And that Mr, President, from the chair, 
signify to the said Robert Buchanan, in his place, that this 
Convention censures the conduct of the said Robert Bu- 
chanan, in having refused to enroll in the Militia, on the 
terms directed by the last Convention, and in having en- 
couraged others to imitate his example; thereby setting up 
his own judgment in opposition to the determinations of that 
Convention, and that the said Robert Buc_hanan_be in- 
formed by Mr. President, that he and those who disap- 
proved the scheme adopted by the same Convention, for 
regulating the Militia, ought to have applied to the next 
Convention for such alterations as they thought necessary; 
that such applications would have been duly considered 
and attended to ; but that the said Robert Buchanan ought, 
in the mean time, to have acquiesced in the regulations 
agreed to in Convention by the Representative tody of tfie 
Province. 

Ordered, also, That Mr. President signify to Mr. Bu- 
chanan, that this Convention highly disapprove his con- 
duct and behaviour before the Committee, respecting the 
charge exhibited against him, which the said Committee 
were bound by their duty to examine into and proceed on. 

Mr. Sudler has leave of absence till Monday next. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Kent County deliver 
to Mr. Sudler, out of the publick Arms in their possession, 
one hundred Fire-locks, forty Bayonets, two hundred 
pounds of Powder, and all the Cutlasses. 

The Order of the Day for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, 

Ordered, That the same be referred for further consi- 
deration till to-morrow. 

Mr. Allcin has leave of absence. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Friday, December 15, 1775. 
Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday, 
except Mr. Mason and Mr. Allein. 

The Proceedings of yesterday were read. 

James Hollyday, Esquire, a Member for Queen Anne's 
County, and Mr. Thomas, Bond, a Member for Harford. 
County, appeared and took their seats in the House. 

Upon reading the Proceedings of the Committee of 
Anne Arundel County against Robert Davis, he appeared 
and, presented, a Memorial, which was read and considered, 
and, thereupon, Mr. President was directed to inform Mr. 
Davis, that it was his duty to attend the Committee, when, 
requested, and to subscribe the Association when offered to 
him ; that this Convention highly disapproves his inde- 
cent conduct and behaviour to the gentlemen ordered by 
the Committee of Anne Arundel County to compel his 
attendance before them, but, in consideration of his sub- 
mission and sorrow for his offence, have ordered him to be 
discharged. 

Ordered, That Robert Davis's Memorial, with a copy 
of the above Resolve, be sent to the Committee of Anne 
Arundel County. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met. 

Mr. Josias Beall, a Member for Prince George's, ap- 
peared and took his seat in the House. 
Mr. Bond has leave of absence. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to draw the form of Commissions for the Officers of the 
Militia of this Province. 

And Mr. Thomas Johnson, Mr. Hollyday, and Mr. 
Wright, were elected by ballot a Committee for that pur- 
pose. 

Mr. Nicholson has leave of absence till Monday next. 
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™ ^Efgalce^ That if the assistance of the Militia of Somer- 
tfeTaniTWorcester Counties, or either of them, should be 
.iSfeded _and* "requested by the Committee of Accomack or 
/Northampton County, this Convention is desirous such 
tassisTarjce should be given ; and this Province will pay and 
subsist the Militia in that service. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
State of the Province, was read and considered : 
s Ordered, That the same be referred for further conside- 
ration until to-morrow. 

" Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
Vine o'clock. 

•■-.-■■•■ Saturday, December 16, 1775. 

• Convention met. All Members present as on yester- 
day, except Mr. Nicholson and Mr. Bond. The Proceed- 
ings of yesterday were read. 

Mr. Sim has leave of absence. 
" Upon reading the Proposals of Jacob Myer, of Frede- 
\rick County, for building a Povvder-Mill, 
* , OrJergd, That the same be referred to the Committee 
"for Revising the best ways and means to promote the ma- 
"nufacture of Saltpetre, 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, was read and considered, and after 
some time spent in debate thereon, 

Resolved, That this Convention will, in the afternoon, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole House to 
consider the same. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met. 
, Mr., Gantt has leave of absence. 

Isaac Atkinson, according to order, being brought be- 
fore the Convention in custody of Captain William Hyde, 
the Proceedings of the Eastern Shore branch of the Coun- 
cil of Safety, respecting the said Isaac Atkinson, were read ; 
and he was informed by Mr. President, that the Conven- 
tion would hear any thing which he had to say in mitiga- 
tion of his offence ; the said Isaac Atkinson declared, he 
never meant to injure America, his native country, and 
was extremely sorry for what he had done ; that he was 
ready and willing to make any concessions and atonement 
to his country, which were in his power, and this Conven- 
tion thought necessary; that he was willing to give secu- 
rity for his good behaviour in future; whereupon, it is 

Resolved, That the President reprimand the said Isaac 
Atkinson for the offence of which he stands condemned; 
'and that the said Isaac Atkinson be informed by the Pre- 
sident, that this Convention views him as a man guilty of 
a crime of a heinous nature against this country, which was 
and is entitled to his aid and assistance : but that this Con- 
vention, considering the penitence and contrition of the said 
Isaac Atkinson, and that a numerous family must suffer by 
ja continuance of his imprisonment, had thought proper to 
..rnitigate his punishment. 

Resolved, That the said Isaac Atkinson be discharged 
from confinement, first having given bond with good secu- 
rity, payable to the President, in the sum of one thousand 
Pounds, currency, for his future good behaviour ; and for 
the payment of such reasonable expenses as shall be ad- 
judged by the Convention to have been incurred in guard- 
ing and confining him. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are due 
to the Committee of Somerset County, and to all those 
patriotick and spirited friends of Worcester and Somerset 
Counties, who were active in arresting and securing the 
said Isaac Atkinson, and quelling that dangerous spirit 
which was discovered by the said Isaac Atkinson, and 
others, who joined in inimical designs against this coun- 
tr'y. 

Ordered, That the said Isaac Atkinson be continued in 
custody, till he give the security above-mentioned. 

Ordered, That four men of Captain Hyde's Company 
guard the said Isaac Atkinson. 

The Convention resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House, Charles' Carroll, Esquire, Barrister, in the 
chair. 

After, having spent some time in considering the state 



of the Province, Mr. President resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Carroll reported, that the Committee, according to 
order, had taken under their consideration the state of the 
Province, but not being able to go through the same, had 
directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into the said Committee. 

Convention adjourns till Monday morning, half after nine 
o'clock. 

Monday, December 18, 1775. 

Convention met. All Members present as on Satur- 
day, except Mr. Gantt, Mr. Sim, and Mr. Sudler. The 
Proceedings of Saturday were read. 

Mr. William Baird, a Member for the Upper District 
of Frederick County, appeared and took his seat in the 
House. 

The Petition of Thomas McCobb, of Lincoln County, 
in the Colony of Massachusetts- Bay, was read the first 
time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Reverend Mr. Patterson, according to order, was 
brought before the Convention in custody of a guard of 
four of the Militia of Captain Johnson's Company. The 
Proceedings of the Committee of Kent County, respecting 
the conduct and behaviour of the said Rev. Mr. Patterson, 
were read ; and he was informed by Mr. President, that 
the Convention would hear any thing he had to offer in 
his defence. Mr. Patterson was then heard, and ordered 
to withdraw. 

Ordered, That he attend in the afternoon, at three 
o'clock. 



Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met, and took Mr. Pat- 
terson's case into consideration, and, thereupon, 

Resolved, Tiiat Mr. Patterson be informed by the Pre- 
sident, that it is not the intention of this Convention to pre- 
clude the inhabitants of this Province from judging of their 
Proceedings with decency and temper; but that those who 
apprehend any defect therein, ought to apply for such al- 
terations and amendments, as may be thought proper and 
necessary ; and such applications will always be attended 
to and duly considered. And, in the mean time, this Con- 
vention expects an acquiescence in such measures as may 
be thought necessary for the safety of the country, until 
the same are reconsidered by the Representative body of 
the people. That the expressions and declarations made 
use of by the said Mr. Patterson, were highly indecent 
and intemperate, for which, and for his disrespectful con- 
duct to the Committee of Kent County, he deserves the 
censure of this Convention. That the President do accord- 
ingly censure Mr. Patterson for the indecency and intem- 
perance of his expressions and declarations, reflecting upon 
the Proceedings of the Conventions of this Province, and 
for his disrespectful conduct to the Committee of .Kent 
County, and caution him against such behaviour in future. 

That, in consideration of Mr. Patterson's declaration and 
resolution, that he will not do any act to oppose or impede 
measures which have been and are thought necessary for 
the preservation of American liberty, and upon his ac- 
knowledging, before this Convention, the impropriety of his 
rash and imprudent behaviour before the said Committee, 
and paying the expenses incurred in bringing him to the 
Convention, he be discharged. 

Resolved, That this Convention do highly approve the 
conduct of the Committee of Kent County, in calling to 
account the Rev. Mr. Patterson, for having spoken disre- 
spectfully of the proceedings of the Conventions of this 
Province, in terms which cannot be justified by an indivi- 
dual in opposition to the Representative body thereof. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Observation for Fre- 
derick County, immediately send in two wagons, under 
the guard of four of their Militia and an Officer, to Balti- 
more town, three thousand pounds of Gunpowder, to the 
care of Mr. William Live of that town. 

A Letter, from the Committee of Baltimore County, 
was read. 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House. 
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The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
stafe'oTthe Province, was read. 

Ordered, That the same be referred for consideration 
till to-morrow. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half 
after nine o'clock. 

Tuesday, December 19, 1775. 

Convention met. All Members present as on yester- 
day. The Proceedings of yesterday were read. 

The Petition of Abraham Jarret and Robert Harris, 
Captains of Companies of Minute-Men in Harford County, 
was read the first time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, that the Proceedings of the Eastern Shore 
branch of the Council of Safety, together with the Depo- 
sitions therewith sent, relative to Benjamin Shockley, be 
read ; the same were read accordingly. Thereupon, it is 

Ordered, That the Committee of Worcester County or- 
der Benjamin Shockley before them, and reprimand him, 
and upon his making proper concessions, that he be dis- 
charged. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, was read. 

The Convention resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House to consider the same, Mr. Carroll in the 
chair. 

After some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the Committee, 
according to order, had under their consideration the state 
of the Province, but not being able to go through the same, 
had directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That the same be referred for further consi- 
deration till to-morrow. 

Mr. Wright has leave of absence. 

Mr. John Duckett was appointed Clerk Assistant to the 
Convention. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Committee of Claims 
estimate and report a proper allowance to a Guard, for the 
security of Prisoners or Offenders. 

A Petition, from sundry Inhabitants of Harfor d County, 
was read the first time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Wednesday, December 20, 1775. 
Convention met. All Members present as on yester- 
day. Mr. Sim and Mr. Gantt appeared in the House. 
The Proceedings of yesterday were read. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
Petition from Baltimore County, which was referred on 
Thursday last to this day, being read, the same was con- 
sidered, and, thereupon, it is 

Resolved, unanimously, That Robert Alexander, Benja- 
min Nicholson, John Moale, Walter Tolley, Jun., and Jere- 
miah T. Chase, returned Delegates for Baltimore County, 
are duly elected. 

The Petition of Samuel Horsey, of Anne Arundel 
County, was read the first time, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, 

Ordered, That the same be referred for further con- 
sideration till to-morrow. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Thursday, Docember 21, 1775. 
Convention met. All Members present as on yester- 
day, except Mr. Wright. The Proceedings of yesterday 
were read. 

A Letter and Deposition of Thomas Hammond, and the 
Memorial of William Whetcroft, were read the first time, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Mason appeared in the House. 

Edward Davis was brought before the Convention on 
suspicion of attempting to convey intelligence to Lord 
Hunmore, and examined : 

Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 46 



Ordered, That the said Edward Davis be committed 
to the custody of Mr. William Cayien, until the further 
order of this Convention ; and that the Treasurer of the 
Western Shore pay the said William Cayien for his trouble 
and expense, during the confinement of the said Davis, 
three Shillings and six Pence, common money, per day. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met. Mr. Sadler appeared 
in the House. 

A Letter from the Committee of Kent County, dated 
December 20, 1775, was read the first time, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. Done has leave of absence. 

On motion, Resolved, That the sum of fourteen Shil- 
lings, currency, per day, and reasonable itinerant charges, 
be allowed to each Member attending this Convention. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, the Convention resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House to consider 
of the same, Mr. Carroll in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, Mr. Carroll reported, that the Committee, ac- 
cording to order, had under their consideration the state of 
the Province, but not being able to go through the same, 
had directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House to consider 
of the same. 

On motion, Resolved, That if any Member of this Con- 
vention depart the House without leave thereof, such Mem- 
ber shall forfeit his allowance for attendance. 

Mr. Somerville has leave of absence. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half 
after nine o'clock. 

Friday, December 22, 1775. 
Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday, 
except Mr. Somerville and Mr. Done. The Proceedings 
of yesterday were read. 

Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Griffith have leave of absence. 

A Memorial from Baltimore County Court, together 
with several Depositions therewith sent, were read the first 
time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. John Duckett being unable, through sickness, to at- 
tend as Clerk Assistant to the Convention, Mr. John Cal- 
lahan was appointed in his stead. 

Ordered, That Mr. John Callahan qualify himself as 
such, by taking the oath of office and secrecy, as before di- 
rected to be taken by the Clerk. 

Certificate of the qualification of the said Callahan was 
produced and filed. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to consider and report the most effectual method of estab- 
lishing a Gun-Lock Manufactory, and the expense thereof; 
and Mr. Thomas Johnson, Mr. Sudler, and Mr. Beatly, 
were elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, 

Ordered, That the same be referred for further consi- 
deration till to-morrow. 

Mr. Hawkins has leave' of absence. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Saturday, December 23, 1775. 
Convention met. All Members present, as on yester- 
day, except Mr. Griffith and Mr. Hawkins. The Pro- 
ceedings of yesterday were read. Mr. Moale has leave of 
absence till Monday next. Mr. Edmonson has leave of 
absence for a kvf days. 

The Petition of Edward Parker, of Cecil County, rela- 
tive to the establishing of a Linen and Woollen Manufac- 
tory, wa? read the first time, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to receive all Proposals relating to the establishment of 
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."Manufactories of any kind within this Province, and report 
their opinion thereon ; and Mr. Gilpin, Mr. Ewing, Mr. 
'Rumsey, Mr. Ramsey, and Mr. Earle, were elected by 
ballot a Committee for that purpose. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Deputies for this Pro- 
vince attending in Congress, are instructed, that it is the 
sense of this Convention, that all India Teas imported 
into this Continent before the first day of March last, 
may be sold and used without any prejudice to the cause 
of America, and that they endeavour to procure the same 
to be permitted by the Congress, not taking into such per- 
mission any Teas imported for, or on account of, the Eng- 
lish East-India Company, or imported from Great Bri- 
tain contrary to the Continental Association, if any such 
there be. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. Convention met. 

The Petition of sundry Inhabitants of the three lower 
Counties, Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware, pray- 
ing that Richard Ellis, of Cecil County, may be continued 
their Captain, was read a first and second time and grant- 
ed. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to consider what alterations and amendments are necessary 
in the regulation of the Militia of this Province, and re- 
port their opinion thereon ; and Mr. Smallwood, Mr. Ware, 
Mr. Thomas Johnson, Mr. James Tilghman, and Mr. Hoop- 
er, were elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, 

Ordered, That the same be referred for further consi- 
deration till Tuesday next. 

Mr. Hooe has leave of absence. 

Convention adjourns till Tuesday morning, half after nine 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, December 26, 1775. 

Convention met. All Members present, as on Saturday, 
except Mr. Moale, Mr. Edmonson, Mr. Hooe, Mr. Sim, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Contee, and Mr. Tolley. 

The Proceedings of Saturday were read. 

Mr. Johnson brings in, and delivers to Mr. President, a 
Report from the Committee appointed to devise the best 
ways and means to promote the manufacture of Saltpetre, 
which was read the first time, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, 

Ordered, That the same be referred for further consi- 
deration till to-morrow. 

_ Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

i Wednesday, December 27, 1775. 

Convention met. All Members present, as on yester- 
day. 

The Proceedings of yesterday were read. Mr. Contee 
and Mr. Moale appeared in the House. 

The Petition of Patrick Graham, of Charles County, 
praying a remission of the judgment pronounced against 
him by the last Convention, was read the first time, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The Convention proceeded to take into their considera- 
tion the Report from the Committee appointed to devise 
the best ways and means to promote the manufacture of 
Saltpetre, and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That a small Saltpetre Work be erected at a 
principal Inspecting House, or in the neighbourhood of To- 
bacco Houses, or in some other publick and convenient 
place, in each County, at the publick expense, for the 
making Crude Nitre; that thus, besides the advantage im- 
mediately accruing from carrying on so many Works, in 
different parts of the Province, the good people thereof 
may be generally instructed in the art of making Crude 
Nitre ; and as a further inducement thereto, and that this 
art may be still more extensively diffused and practised, 
that a liberal price ought to be allowed for all Crude Nitre 



manufactured in private families ; that all the Crude Nitre, 
whether made by individuals or at the County Manufacto- 
ries, be carried to one Refinery, where the same may be 
purified by a skilful Refiner, in large quantities, without 
waste, and made fit for manufacturing into Gunpowder. 

That seventeen hundred Pounds, common money, be ap- 
propriated, one hundred pounds whereof to be placed in the 
hands of a discreet and active person in the Lower District, 
and one hundred pounds in the hands of a discreet and active 
person in the Middle District of Frederick County; and the 
residue thereof, one hundred pounds for each other Coun- 
ty, to be placed in the hands of a discreet and active per- 
son in each County, who shall he called a Supervisor; and 
that so much of the said one hundred pounds as may be 
necessary, shall be laid out by the said Supervisor in pur- 
chasing, procuring, and setting up proper kettles, tubs, and 
other necessary utensils and conveniences, for manufactu- 
ring rough Nitre, at some such place as aforesaid, in his 
County ; and, also, in erecting a rough shed convenient 
thereto, under which the earth, from which the ley shall 
have been drawn, may be placed, that the same may be- 
come again impregnated with Nitre. 

That each of the said Supervisors be empowered to lay 
out the residue of his one hundred pounds, in hiring la- 
bourers to assist a skilful workman, who shall be employed 
in each of the said Works, and in procuring and removing 
earth impregnated with Nitre, fit to be used at the said 
Works. 

That the Supervisor of each of the said Works employ 
a skilful workman to carry on, direct, and manage the pro- 
cess of making Crude Nitre at the said Works, respectively; 
and that the same Supervisor pay to the said workman one 
shilling, common money, for each pound of good Crude 
Nitre that he shall manufacture and deliver at the same 
Works, as his wages and reward for his skill and labour. 

That the said workman show and explain to those who 
will attend the Work, and may be desirous of instruction, 
the method and process of making Crude Nitre. 

That each Supervisor pay to any person who shall de- 
liver to him good Crude Nitre, manufactured at any place 
within his County, other than the said Publick Work, for 
the use of the publick, after the rate of two shillings, com- 
mon money, for every pound thereof. 

That as soon as a contract shall be made for building a 
Powder Mill, pursuant to the Resolution of the late Con- 
vention, a Publick Work be erected convenient thereto, 
under the management of a skilful person, for purifying 
Nitre. And the several Supervisors shall, from time to 
time, send all the Crude Nitre which shall be made at the 
said Works, and otherwise come to their hands, as afore- 
said, to the said Publick Refinery. 

That each Supervisor draw from the Treasurer of his 
Shore, as well the said one hundred pounds, as the sum of 
two shillings, common money, and no more, per pound, for 
all Crude Nitre by him sent to, and delivered at, the said 
Refinery. 

That each of the said Supervisors render an account of 
his transactions to every Convention, by the third day of 
every session thereof; and that, on such account, he be 
allowed all the said disbursements, the actual expenses of 
sending the Crude Nitre to the Refinery, and, for his trou- 
ble, the sum of two pence for every pound of rough Nitre 
made at the Works under his care, and the sum of one 
penny for every other pound of Crude Nitre by him col- 
lected, as aforesaid, and sent to the said Refinery ; and 
that he pay the balance of the money in his hands into 
the publick Treasury, for the use of the publick, if so 
ordered. 

That it be strongly recommended to such of the good 
people of this Province, whose circumstances and conve- 
niences will allow them to pursue the following directions, 
to place in open houses, or sheds admitting the air, but ex- 
cluding the rain and sun, the stalks and trashy leaves of 
tobacco, trodden straw, the sweepings of stables, mixed 
with rich mould, collected from the floors of barns and out- 
houses, and from time to time to sprinkle with urine, brine, 
or water, this collection of various substances, so as to oc- 
casion the fermentation and speedy putrefaction thereof, 
that the whole mass, when perfectly rotten and digested, 
may be dug, stirred up, and thoroughly blended, and thus 
left, without further damping, so loose and light as to at- 
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tract more readily, and be more plentifully impregnated 
with Nitre, for future use. 

Mr. Jeremiah Jordan was appointed Supervisor for St. 
Mary's County; Mr. Thomas Sernes for Charles County; 
Dr. Edward Johnson for Calvert County; Mr. Richard 
Richardson for Anne Arundel County; Mr. Daniel Clark 
for Prince George's County; Mr. Thomas Richardson for 
the Lower District, and Mr. Charles Beatty for the Middle 
District of Frederick County; Dr. Charles F. Weistnthall 
for Baltimore County; Mr. Amos Garrett for Harford 
pounty; Mr. Henry Hollingsworth for Cecil County; Dr. 
JoA?i Scott for Kent County; Mr. William Hemsley for 
Queen Anne's County; Mr. James Benson for Talbot 
County; Mr. Thomas Ennals, B. W., for Dorchester 
County; Mr. Joshua Clark for Caroline County; Mr. 
George Day Scott for Somerset County; and Mr. Joshua 
Townsend for Worcester County. 

That upon the death or refusal of any Supervisor, the 
Committee of Observation for the County where such 
death or refusal shall happen, are required immediately to 
nominate and appoint some other discreet and active per- 
son in his place. 

Mr. Beatty brings in, and delivers to Mr. President, a 
Report from the Committee appointed to consider and re- 

Sort the most effectual melhod of establishing a Gun-Lock 
lanufactory, and the expense thereof, which was read 
the first time and ordered to lie on the table. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. Convention met. Mr. Tolley ap- 
peared in the House. 

The Petition of Patrick Graham, of Charles County, 
was read a second time and granted. 

Mr. Johnson brings in, and delivers to Mr. President, the 
form of a Commission for the Officers of the Militia of this 
Province ; which was read a first and second time and 
agreed to, and is as follows : 

The Delegates of the Freemen of Maryland, in Conven- 
tion, to : We, reposing especial trust and 

confidence in your fidelity, courage, good conduct, and at- 
tachment to the liberties of America, do, by these presents, 

constitute and appoint you to be You are, 

therefore, carefully and diligently to discharge the trust re- 
posed in you, by disciplining all officers and soldiers under 
your command ; and we do, hereby, strictly enjoin and re- 
quire them to obey you as their And you 

are to observe and follow all such orders and directions as 
you shall, from time to time, receive from this or a future 
Convention, or from the Council of Safety of Maryland, 
for the time being, according to the rules and regulations 
established by this or a future Convention. This Commis- 
sion to be in force until revoked by this or some future Con- 
vention of the Delegates of the Freemen of Maryland, or 
by the Council of Safety of Maryland, for the time being, 
according to the powers and authorities in such Council of 
Safety to be hereafter vested by such Convention. 

Given .... this . . . day of ... . Anno Domini 
177 . 

By order of the Convention : 

Matthew Tilghman, President. 

Ordered, That twenty-five hundred copies thereof be 
immediately printed. 

Mr. Chamberlaine brings in, and delivers to Mr. Presi- 
dent, a Report from the Committee appointed to examine 
into the facts contained in the Memorial preferred by the 
Justices of Frederick County, which was read the first 
time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Convention took into consideration the Report from 
the Committee appointed to consider and report the most 
effectual method of establishing a Gun-Lock Manufactory, 
and the expense thereof; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That a Gun-Lock Manufactory be established 
in Fredericktown, in Frederick County, or in the neigh- 
bourhood thereof. That twelve hundred Pounds, common 
money, be appropriated for erecting and carrying on the 
said Manufactory, and be subject to be drawn out and ap- 
plied for that purpose by three Commissioners, who shall, 
over and above, have power to draw out of the publick 



Treasury any sum of money, not exceeding one dollar, for 
every good Musket-lock made at the said Manufactory, and 
delivered pursuant to the orders of the Convention, or 
Council of Safety, in the recess of the Convention. 

Resolved, That Mr. Charles Beatty, Mr. James John- 
son, and Mr. John Hanson, Jun., or any two of them, be 
Commissioners for the above purpose. 

Resolved, That the said Commissioners, or any two of 
them, be directed to purchase ground, not exceeding one 
half acre, in or near Fredericktoum, sufficient for erecting 
shops for the said Manufactory, which ground is to be con- 
veyed to the said Commissioners for the use of this Pro- 
vince; and that the said Commissioners, or any two of them, 
draw on the Treasury of the Western Shore for the price 
of the said ground, in the purchase of which, and in the 
buildings, it is recommended to the said Commissioners to 
be as frugal of the publick money as may be. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, 

Ordered, That the same be referred for further consi- 
deration till to-morrow. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Thursday, December 28, 1775. 

Convention met. All Members present, as on yester- 
day. The Proceedings of yesterday were read. Mr. Smith 
appeared in the House. 

Mr. James Tilghman brings in, and delivers to Mr. Pre- 
sident, a Report from the Committee appointed to consi- 
der what alterations and amendments are necessary in the 
regulation of the Militia of this Province, which was read 
the first time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Council of Safety to be 
appointed by this Convention, be empowered to advance, on 
loan for two years, without interest, on bond with good se- 
curity, any part of the one thousand Pounds appropriated by 
the last Convention, for erecting and working a Powder Mill, 
to such person, or persons, as will undertake, and give good 
security, for erecting and working the same;- such person 
or persons undertaking that such Mill shall be capable of 
manufacturing at least eight hundred pounds of Gunpow- 
der per week, and that the Saltpetre which may belong to 
the publick, shall be there manufactured into Gunpowder, 
for a just and reasonable price; the same Powder Mill to 
be erected within fourteen, and not less than six miles from 
Baltimore town. 

Upon reading a second time the Memorial and Deposi- 
tions from Baltimore County Court, 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to consider 
of the truth of the facts therein set forth, and report their 
opinion thereon ; and Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Hollyday, Mr. 
James Tilghman, Mr. Rumsey, and Mr. Thomas John- 
son, were elected by ballot a Committee for that pur- 
pose. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. Convention met. 

Mr. Chamberlaine brings in, and delivers to Mr. Presi- 
dent, a Report from the Committee appointed to examine 
and report the returns of the Committees of Observation of 
persons in the several Counties of this Province, who have 
subscribed, or refused or neglected to subscribe, the Asso- 
ciation directed by the last Convention, which was read 
the first time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, 

Ordered, That the same be referred for further consi- 
deration till to-morrow. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Friday, December 29, 1775. 
Convention met. All Members present, as on yester- 
day. The Proceedings of yesterday were read. Mr. Grif- 
fith appeared in the House. 

Mr. Contee brings in, and delivers to Mr. President, a 
Report from the Committee appointed to examine the 
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severaT claims upon the Treasury, which was read the first 
time, and ordered to lie on the table. 
* Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. Convention met. Mr. Hawkins ap- 
peared in the House. 

Mr. JEarle brings in, and delivers to Mr. President, a 
Report from the Committee appointed to receive all Pro- 
posals relating to the establishment of Manufactories of any 
kind within this Province, which was read the first time, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to prepare a draught of Instructions for the Deputies repre- 
senting this Province in Congress ; and Mr. Hollyday, Mr. 
Carroll, Barrister, Mr. James Tilghman, Mr. Scott, and 
Mr. Ramsey, were elected by ballot a Committee for that 
purpose. 

Mr. Dallam has leave of absence. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, 

Ordered, That the same be referred for further consi- 
deration till to-morrow. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Saturday, December 30, 1775. 

Convention met. All Members present, as on yester- 
day, except Mr. Dallam. The Proceedings of yesterday 
were read. Mr. Clarke has leave of absence. The Pro- 
ceedings of the Council of Safety were read. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
state of the Province, being read, the Convention resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider of the 
same, Mr. Carroll in the chair. 

After some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported, that the Committee, 
according to order, had under their consideration the state 
of the Province, but, not being able to go through the same, 
had directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider 
of the same. 

Convention adjourns till Monday morning, half after 
nine o'clock, 

Monday, January 1, 1776. 

Convention met. All Members present, as on Satur- 
day, except Mr. Clarke. The Proceedings of Saturday 
were read. 

Mr. Bond appeared in the House. 

A Letter from Messrs. Wilfred Neale, Gerard Bond, 
and James Eden, of St. Mary's County, and sundry Depo- 
sitions, relative to the conduct of Basil Patterson, were 
read ; and upon consideration thereof, 

Resolved, That the said Basil Patterson, together with 
the said Letter and Depositions, be sent and delivered up 
to a Justice of the Peace for St. Mary's County, that the 
charge against him may be inquired into by a civil Magis- 
trate, and order taken therein according to the due course 
of law. 

* Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
to Nicholas White, or his order, out of the bills of credit in 
his hands, fifty-six Pounds, six Shillings and a Penny, com- 
mon money, for repairing guns, as per account. 

Mr. Contee brings in, and delivers to Mr. President, the 
following Report : 

In obedience to the honourable Convention, your Com- 
mittee, appointed to estimate the expenses of bringing Basil 
Patterson to answer, and carry him back to St. Mary's 
County, to some Magistrate there, do report as follows : 
To James Brown and Ignatius Edwards, for 
bringing Basil Patterson from St. Mary's to 
Annapolis, four days, .... £4 
To ditto, for carrying Basil Patterson to St. 
Mary's County, and delivering him to a Justice 
of the Peace there, - - - - 10 

To ditto, for Patterson's expenses to Annapo- 



lis and back to St. Mary's, and when at Anna- 
polis, about seven days, ... - 1150 

£6 15 
Signed per order : 

John Callahan, Clerk Committee. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
to James Brown and Ignatius Edwards, for their expenses 
in bringing Basil Patterson from St. Mary's County to this 
Convention, and carrying him back, out of the bills of credit 
in his hands, six Pounds fifteen Shillings, common money. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
State of the Province, being read, the Convention resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider of the 
same, Mr. Carroll'm the chair. 

After some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Carroll reported from the Committee 
the following Resolutions, to wit : 

Resolved, That this Province be immediately put in the 
best state of defence. 

Resolved, That a sufficient armed force be immediately 
raised and embodied under proper officers, for the defence 
and protection of this Province. 

Resolved, That one thousand four hundred and forty- 
four men, with proper officers, be immediately raised in the 
pay, and for the defence of, this Province. 

Resolved, That eight Companies of the said troops, to 
consist of sixty-eight privates each, under proper officers, 
be formed into a Battalion. 

Resolved, That the remainder of the said troops be di- 
vided into Companies of one hundred men each. 

Resolved, That two Companies of the said troops, to 
consist of one hundred men each, be companies of Matros- 
ses, and trained as such. 

Which were read and agreed to. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to report Resolutions for Raising, Clothing, and Victual- 
ling, the Forces to be raised in this Province ; and Mr. T. 
Johnson, Mr. Carroll, Barrister, Mr. Rumsey, and Mr. 
Ware, were elected by ballot a Committee for that pur- 
pose. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to report Rules and Regulations for the government of 
the Forces to be raised in this Province ; and Mr. T. John- 
son, Mr. Carroll of CarroUton, Mr. Stone, Mr. Rumsey, and 
Mr. J. Tilghman, were elected by ballot a Committee for 
that purpose. 

Mr. 5. Chase has leave of absence on Wednesday next. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met. Mr. Sim and Mr. 
Somerville appeared in the House. Mr. Letherbury, Mr. 
Sudler, and Mr. Sluby, have leave of absence. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Tuesday, January 2, 1776. 
Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday. 
The Proceedings of yesterday were read. 

On motion, Resolved, That the acceptance of any office 
in the Regular Forces to be raised in this Province, shall 
be a disqualification of the officer accepting the same, from 
and after the making out and acceptance of his commission, 
to be a Delegate to serve in Convention, or to be of the 
Council of Safety, or a Member of any Committee of Ob- 
servation, or of any other civil office under the authority 
of the Convention, during the continuance of his said com- 
mission. 

The Convention proceeded to elect by ballot Field-Offi- 
cers for the Battalion. 

Mr. William Smallwood was elected Colonel, Mr. Fran- 
cis Ware, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Thomas Price, First 
Major, Mr. Mordecai Gist, Second Major. 

They then proceeded to elect seven Captains for the 
seven Independent Companies ; the ballots were as follow : 

Rezin Beall, - - 15 John Allen Thomas, - 9 

John Gunby, - - - 14 Lemuel Barrett, - - 7 

John Watlcins, - - 11 Edward Veazy, - - 6 

James Hindman, - - 10 
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The following persons were then elected Captains of the 
Battalion, (Light Infantry.) 

John H. Stone, - - 15 Peter Adams, - - - 9 

William Hyde, - - 11 John Day Scott, - - 8 

Barton Lucas, - - 10 Samuel Smith of John, 8 

Thomas Eioing, - - 10 George Strieker, - - 7 
Nathaniel Ramsey, - 10 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. Convention met. 

The Petition of Thomas M'Cobb, of Lincoln. County, in 
the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, setting forth, that in 
consequence of a Resolution of the General Court of that 
Colony, he had obtained a permit from the Selectmen and 
Committee of Correspondence of Georgetown', in Lincoln 
County, in the same Colony, to import Grain into the said 
County, and praying leave to load his Vessel, was read ; 
and, thereupon, it is, 

Resolved, That the said Petitioner be allowed to load 
his said Vessel in Somerset County : And it is, 

Ordered, That the loading of the said Vessel be under 
the inspection of the Committee of Observation for Somer- 
set County, who are required, before the said Vessel shall 
depart, to appoint the track for her voyage, and have the 
Captain and Mate of her sworn to perform the same, so far 
as they can, and that they will use their utmost endeavours 
to land her cargo in the County of Lincoln, in the Colony 
of Massachusetts-Bay aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Clerk make out and transmit a copy 
of the above Resolution to the Committee of Somerset 
County. 

The Convention proceeded to ballot for seven First Lieu- 
tenants for the Independent Companies; the ballots were as 
follow : 



11 Bennett Bracco, - - 10 
11 John Stewart, - - - 6 
10 William Goldsborough, 5 



Thomas Woolford, 
Moses Chaille, 
William Harrison, 
JJriah Forrest, - - 10 

The following persons were next elected by ballot First 
Lieutenants for the Battalion, (Light Infantry,) to wit: 
Daniel Bowie, - - 13 Nathaniel Eioing, - 10 
Benjamin Ford, - - 12 Thomas Har wood, - 6 
William Sterett, - - 12 James Campbell, - - 6 
Joseph Butler, - - 11 Thomas Smith, - - 5 
Levin Winder, - - 10 

The persons following were then elected by ballot Se- 
cond Lieutenants for the Independent Companies. 
John Eccleston, - - 1 1 William Bowie, - - 7 
John Halkerston, - - 10 Archibald Anderson,- 7 
John Davidson, - - 10 Samuel Turbutt Wright, 6 
Solomon Long, - - 10 

And the following Second Lieutenants for the Battalion, 
(Light Infantry.) 

John Kidd, - - - 11 David PlunJcett, - - 9 

John Beans, - - - 11 Thomas Goldsmith, - 8 

Alexander Roxburgh, 10 Joseph Ford, - - - 8 

Joseph Baxter, - - 10 James Ringgold, - - 8 

Alexander Murray, - 9 

The following persons were elected by ballot Third Lieu- 
tenants for the Independent Companies. 

Edward Hindman, - 12 Henry Neale, - - - 10 

Hooper Hudson, son of Ely Dorsey, - - - 8 

John, - - - - 12 Daniel Jenifer Adams, 8 

Edward De Courcy, - 1 1 Benjamin Brooks, - 8 

And the following elected by ballot Ensigns for the Bat- 
talion, (Light Infantry.) 

Benjamin Chambers, - 14 Walker Muse, - - 12 
Henry Gaither, - - 12 John Jordan, - - - 12 
William Ridgely, - 12 James Peale, - - - 11 
Edward Praul, - - 12 Bryant Philpot, - - 9 

And Hatch Dent, Third Lieutenant. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Wednesday, January 3, 1776, 

Convention met. All Members present, as on yester- 
day, except Mr. Sluby and Mr. Sudler. The Proceedings 



of yesterday were read. Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Murray, and 
Mr. Hall, have leave of absence. 

An account of the expenses for transporting Powder 
from Fredericktow?i to Baltimore town, being read, 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
to the Committee of Observation for the Middle District of 
Frederick County, or their order, out of the bills of credit 
in his hands, twenty-three Pounds, nineteen Shillings, com- 
mon money, being the expense of transporting the same. 

Ordered, That the Clerk make out and transmit a copy 
of the above Resolution to the Committee of Observation 
for the Middle District of Frederick County. 

On application of Colonel Harrison, of Virginia, to this 
Convention, to furnish Colonel Simpson, of Accomack 
County, with two hundred pounds of Gunpowder, 

Ordered, That the Committees of Observation for Wor- 
cester and Somerset Counties do, each of them, immedi- 
ately, send one hundred weight to Colonel Simpson. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of Officers. 

Mr. Gabriel Duvall was elected by ballot Mustermas- 
ter and Commissary of Stores; Mr. Peter Mantz, Quar- 
termaster, Mr. Charles Wallace, Paymaster. 

Mr. Nathaniel Smith, Captain of the Matrosses, a_t 
Baltimore town; Mr. WiUiatn Woolsey, First Lieuten- 
ant; Mr. Alexander Furnival, Second Lieutenant. 

Mr. Beall has leave of absence. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met. Mr. Thos. Wright, 
a Member for Queen Anne's County, appeared, and took 
his seat in the House. Mr. Handy and Mr. Waters ap- 
peared in the House. 

Mr. George Keepott was appointed Third Lieutenant 
of Captain Smith's Company of Matrosses. 

The Convention took into consideration the following 
Report, to wit : 

In obedience to a Resolve of the honourable Conven- 
tion, the Committee appointed to receive all Proposals 
relating to the establishment of Manufactories of any kind 
within this Province, and report their opinion thereon, do 
report : That the following Proposals and Petitions have 
been laid before them, to wit : 

The Petition of Mr. Fielder Gaunt, setting forth : That, 
about four months ago, he had discovered a vein of Lead 
Ore in Frederick County, between Fredericktown and 
the Catoctin Mountain ; that, upon an examination of the 
same, appearances were so favourable that he hoped to be 
able, in a short time, to supply this Province with a suffi- 
cient quantity of Lead during our present unhappy dis- 
putes ; and prayed that two hundred pounds might Ije ad- 
vanced to him for the term of one year, without interest, 
upon giving bond, with sufficient security, at the end of 
that term to repay the same. Your Committee further 
report, that Mr. Gaunt hath, in person, informed them 
that he has, by sinking a shaft thirty-eight feet in the earth 
higher up the hill, found another vein of Lead ; and that 
both the said veins run under a large rock, where it was 
too expensive, on his own capital, to pursue the same ; 
and that the quantities of Lead Ore taken out of said veins 
were not considerable. Your Committee beg leave, fur 
ther, to report thereon : that, in their opinion, a Manufac- 
tory of Lead in this Province would be of great advan- 
tage to the publick, and, of course, merits the attention and 
encouragement of this Province ; and that the sum re- 
quested for that purpose is not unreasonable. 

Your Committee further beg leave to report: That 
Alexander McFadon, of Frederick County, by his Peti- 
tion, hath expressed his desire of erecting a Linen, Wool- 
len, and Cotton Manufactory, in or near Fredericktown; 
that he is, also, well acquainted with the business, and 
would undertake to carry on the same, with the publick 
encouragement and assistance, and proposed that a sum, 
not exceeding four thousand pounds, should be advanced 
to him, from time to time, by the Province, on giving 
bond, with good security, for the payment of the mo- 
ney lent, with four per cent, interest, after the expira- 
tion of three years from the advancement thereof, Your 
Committee further report: That Mr. McFadon, in person, 
informed them that, although he proposed, by the above 
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scheme, to carry on the same so extensively as thereby to 
manufacture, annually, fifty thousand yards, yet, if it did 
not meet with the approbation of the honourable the Con- 
vention, he was willing to undertake to set up a Manufac- 
tory on having not less than one-half of the above sum 
advanced to him; that he proposed to begin, at first, with 
the sum of five hundred pounds, and draw out, to the 
amount of the sum stipulated, in proportion as he should 
purchase the materials to manufacture ; that he would not 
engage to deliver any certain quantity of Linen or Woollen 
Cloth, unless he could be assured of purchasing the rough 
materials, nor could he agree for any price, as he was un- 
certain on what terms he could purchase the same ; that, 
if he could buy them, he would furnish the Province with 
any quantity within his power, at a reasonable price, on 
their paying him for the same ; and that the original sum 
borrowed would be absolutely necessary for him to carry 
on the Manufactory aforesaid, entire, during the time afore- 
said. 

Your Committee further beg leave to report: That 
Edward Parker, of Cecil County, by his Petition, hath 
set forth, that he hath erected a house, provided himself 
with all manner of implements necessary for carrying on a 
Linen and Woollen Manufactory, and had, also, engaged 
a number of weavers ; but found it absolutely impossible 
to carry on the same with spirit, and in an extensive man- 
ner, without a considerable sum of ready cash, and, there- 
fore, prayed that the sum of three hundred pounds, out of 
the publick Treasury, might be advanced to him, upon his 
giving bond, with undoubted security, for the delivery of 
the value of two hundred pounds in good strong merchant- 
able Linen Cloth, manufactured in this Province, on or 
before the first day of May next, and the value of one 
hundred pounds in good merchantable Linen or Woollen 
Cloth, manufactured in this Province, on the first day of 
November next, of such quality as he may be directed, 
and at such prices and rates as this or a future Convention, 
on his producing the same, may be pleased to allow. The 
said Edward Parker, in person, acquainted your Commit- 
tee that he kept five looms constantly employed in manu- 
facturing. 

Your Committee beg leave to report, thereon, their 
opinion, that the establishment of Linen and Woollen Ma- 
nufactories is of the greatest importance to this Province, 
as not only a number of poor people may be employed, 
fed, and clothed thereby, but necessary Cloth for the use 
of the Province be manufactured therein ; and that, for 
the above purposes and other valuable ones, a Manufac- 
tory for making the above Cloths should be established in 
every County in this Province; that the sum of five thou- 
sand pounds be appropriated and set apart for the above 
purpose, to be distributed in manner and form following, 
to wit : Five hundred pounds for Frederick County, and 
three hundred pounds to each of the other Counties; 
which sum, in the opinion of your Committee, will employ 
eighty looms, and the produce thereof amount to from 
eighty to one thousand yards of Cloth, at a moderate cal- 
culation, suitable for tents, hunting and soldiers' shirts, and 
supplying the necessitous poor ; that three gentlemen, in 
whom confidence may be placed, be appointed in each 
County, and styled Contractors ; and that they, or any two 
of them, be empowered to draw the several sums above 
mentioned out of the Treasuries, as occasion may require, 
agree with such persons as will undertake to carry on the 
work, receive the Linen and Woollen, and take bond, with 

sufficient security, in double the sum lent, payable to , 

conditioned for the return of the value of the money lent, in 
good coarse Linen or Woollen Cloth, in the following man- 
ner, to wit : One-third thereof by the first of May next, one 
other third by the first of August next, and the remainder 
by the first of December next; and that the said Contrac- 
tors shall transmit the bonds so taken to the President of 
the Convention, (should the Convention be sitting,) or, if 
in their recess, to the Council of Safety for the time being, 
that, if it should happen that undertakers could not be 
found, or should not apply in any one or more of the 
Counties on or before the first day of March next, the 
Contractors in any other of the Counties may be empow- 
ered to draw out, for the purposes aforesaid, and on the 
above terms, the proportion, or proportions, allotted such 
County or Counties as may not apply. 



Your Committee further beg leave to observe, that seve- 
ral Proposals have been made to them respecting a Sheet- 
ing and Slitting Mill to be erected, in this Province, but 
that they are not fully prepared to report on that subject. 

Signed per order: 

John Callahan, Clerk Committee. 

On reading the first part of the above Report, the ques- 
tion was put, That the House concur therewith ? Resolved 
in the affirmative. 

Resolved, therefore, That two hundred Pounds, com- 
mon money, out of the publick Treasury, be advanced to 
Mr. Fielder Gaunt, of Frederick County, for the purposes 
mentioned in the said Report, for the term of one year, 
on his giving bond, with sufficient security, to repay the 
same at the end of one year, without interest ; the secu- 
rity to be approved by the Convention, or Council of 
Safety hereafter to be appointed, and the bond to be made 
payable to Mr. President, Mr. Carroll, Barrister, and Mr. 
T. Johnson, Jun. 

On reading that part of the said Report relating to the 
establishment of a Linen, Woollen, and Cotton Manufac- 
tory, by Mr. Alexander McFadon, the question was put. 
That the House concur with the proposals of Mr. McFadon? 
Carried in the negative. 

On reading the third paragraph of the said Report, in 
which is contained the proposal of Edward Parker, of 
Cecil County, the question was put, That the House con- 
cur therewith ? Resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, therefore, That the sum of three hundred 
Pounds, out of the publick Treasury, be advanced to the 
said Edward Parker, upon his giving bond, with goqd 
security, for the delivery of the value of two hundred 
Pounds in good, strong, merchantable Linen Cloth, manu- 
factured in this Province, on or before the first day of May 
next ; and the value of one hundred Pounds in good, mer- 
chantable Linen or Woollen Cloth, manufactured in this 
Province, on the first day of November next, of such qua- 
lity as he may be directed, and at such prices and rates as 
this or a future Convention shall allow. 

On reading that part of the said Report which relates 
to the establishment of Linen and Woollen Manufactories 
in each County in this Province, the question was put, 
That the House concur therewith ? The Counties were 
equally divided ; and, therefore, the House does not 
concur. 

Mr. Mackall has leave of absence. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half 
after nine o'clock. 

Thursday, January 4, 1776. 

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday, 
except Mr. Letherbury, Mr. Beall, Mr. Hall, Mr. Nichol- 
son, Mr. Mackall, and Mr. Murray. The Proceedings of 
yesterday were read. 

On motion, the question was put, That the Commissions 
for the Officers of the Independent Companies be made 
out according to the order in which they stand upon the 
list as balloted for? 

Carried in the negative. 

The following list was then offered as the rule for making 
out Commissions for the Officers of the Independent Com- 
panies, to wit : 

Charles and Calvert Counties: Rezin Beall, Captain; 
Bennett Bracco, First Lieutenant ; John Halkerston, Se- 
cond Lieutenant ; Daniel Jenifer Adams, Third Lieuten- 
ant. 

Somerset County : John Gunby, Captain ; Uriah Forrest, 
First Lieutenant ; William Boioie, Second Lieutenant ; 
Benjamin Brooks, Third Lieutenant. 

Worcester County : John Watkins, Captain ; Moses 
Chaille, First Lieutenant ; Solomon Long, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Ely Dorsey, Third Lieutenant. 

Talbot County: James Hindman, Captain; William 
Goldsborough, First Lieutenant ; Archibald Anderson, 
Second Lieutenant ; Edward Hindman, Third Lieuten- 
ant. 

St. Mary's County: John Allen Thomas, Captain ; John 
Stevmrd, First Lieutenant; John Davidson, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Henry Neale, Third Lieutenant. 

Dorchester County : Lemuel Barrett, Captain ; Thomas 
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Woolford, First Lieutenant ; John Eccleston, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Hooper Hudson, Third Lieutenant. 

Queen Anne's and Kent Counties: Edward Veazy, 
Captain ; William Harrison, First Lieutenant ; Samuel T. 
Wright, Second Lieutenant; Edward de Courcy, Third 
Lieutenant. 

On motion, that the said Commissions be made out ac- 
cording to the said list, the question was put, and resolved 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Hooe appeared in the House. 

The Convention took into consideration the Report from 
the Committee appointed to consider what alterations and 
amendments were necessary in the regulation of the Militia 
of this Province ; and, thereupon, came to the following 
Resolutions : 

That no Minute-Men be hereafter enrolled under the 
Resolutions of the late Convention. That where Minute 
Companies are already formed, no commissions issue to the 
Officers thereof, unless the Officers desire to have their 
commissions. That no Minute Companies be continued 
beyond the 1 st day of March next, and that a sum of money 
sufficient for the purpose, be lodged in the hands of the 
Committee of Observation in each respective County where 
a Company of Minute-Men hath been enrolled, viewed, 
and allowed to pay and discharge the expense of such 
Company for the time past, and, also, for the time to come, 
if such Company continues till the 1st day of March next, 
and that such Committee receive the Rolls of such Com- 
panies, and the times of the attendance of the men, proved 
by the oath of some one, at least, of the Commissioned 
Officers, return the balance of the money, if any, into the 
publick Treasury, and render an account of their transac- 
tions herein to the next Convention ; but no person chosen 
for a Commissioned Officer in any Company of Minute- 
Men, shall be compellable to serve in the Militia in a lower 
rank or station than he was elected to in the Minute Com- 
pany. 

That all publick Arms in the hands of the Minute-Men, 
immediately after the 1st day of March next, or as soon as 
they disband, where they disband sooner, be delivered to 
the Committee of Observation for their respective County, 
to be by the said Committee kept and preserved for the 
publick use. 

That every able-bodied effective Freeman within this 
Province, between sixteen and fifty years of age, (Cler- 
gymen of all denominations, practising Physicians, and the 
household of his Excellency the Governour, excepted,) 
who hath not already enrolled himself in the Militia, shall, 
on or before the 1st day of March next, enroll himself in 
some Company of Militia, agreeable to the form of the 
enrollment prescribed by the last Convention, and that 
every Minute or Artillery Man, except Commissioned Offi- 
cers, shall in like manner enroll in the Militia, within one 
month next after he shall cease to act as a Minute or Ar- 
tillery Man. And if any able-bodied, effective Freeman 
shall refuse or delay to enroll himself in the Militia as 
aforesaid, every such person shall pay for the present year, 
which shall be reckoned from the 15th day of September 
last, such sum of money, not less than forty shillings, nor 
more than ten pounds, as shall be assessed by the Com- 
mittee of Observation of his County, for the use of the 
publick. And the Committee of Observation in each re- 
spective County shall, by warrant under their hands, 
appoint and empower any person or persons they shall 
judge proper, to collect and receive all moneys by them so 
assessed, which shall be paid within one month after notice 
of such assessment, and in default thereof, the person or 
persons so empowered, may distrain the goods and effects 
of the defaulters, and sell and dispose of the same in the same 
manner that goods may be distrained and sold by law for 
County levies. And every Collector shall, on or before 
the 1st day of July next, pay the money by him collect- 
ed, after deducting seven and an half per cent, for his com- 
mission, to the Treasurer of his Shore, and leave with the 
same Treasurer an account containing the names of those 
from whom he hath received the same, and the sums from 
them respectively collected. 

That every person who shall refuse and delay to enroll 
as aforesaid, shall, on or before the 10th day of March next, 
deliver to the Committee of Observation for his County, 



all his Fire-Arms, if he hath any, except pistols ; and if 
any such person shall refuse or delay to do the same, then 
such Committee shall empower some person, or persons, by 
warrant under their hands, to seize the said Fire-Arms, and 
deliver the same to the said Committee ; and the said Com- 
mittees shall cause all the Arms which shall come to their 
hands to be valued, by indifferent and honest men, on oath, 
and shall keep a list of such Arms, to whom they belong, 
and their respective values, and may deliver out such Arms 
at their discretion, to the Captains of Militia in their Coun- 
ty, taking the Captains' receipts therefor, and the Captains 
being liable for the redelivery thereof, may deliver the 
same to the unarmed men of their Companies; and every 
Committee of Observation shall transmit an account of all 
assessments by them made, as well as of all Arms by them 
received as aforesaid, and how they have disposed of the 
same, to every Convention ; but because some persons who 
do not enroll in the Militia may be so poor that they can- 
not pay the said assessment of forty shillings, and their 
omitting to enroll may not proceed from disaffection to the 
cause of America, or perverseness, it is provided, that 
where the real and personal Estate of any effective Free- 
man, who shall refuse or neglect to enroll himself in the 
Militia as aforesaid, shall not, in the judgment and estima- 
tion of the Committee of his County, be of the value of 
thirty pounds, the same Committee may in their discretion 
omit to assess any sum of money on such person, the same 
Committee certifying to the Convention, or Council of Safe- 
ty, the name of the person, and the reasons wherefore they 
do not assess him. 

That all fines which have been already set and adjudg- 
ed, according to the Resolutions of the last Convention, op 
Militia Officers or men, and have not been paid, or which 
shall hereafter be so set and adjudged, shall, if the same 
be on a Field-Officer, be paid into the hands of the Quar- 
termaster of the Battalion to which he belongs, and if on 
any Officer of inferior rank to a Field-Officer, or on a non- 
commissioned Officer or Private, be paid into the hands of 
such persons as hath or shall have been appointed to re- 
ceive the fines for the Company to which such person 
belongs, or if no such Receiver hath or shall have been 
appointed, then the same shall be paid into the hands of 
the Captain of such Company, and on refusal to pay the 
same fine, and such refusal being certified to the Commit- 
tee of Observation for the County where such person re- 
sides, the same Committee shall grant a warrant'under 
their hands, empowering any other person or persons of 
the same County to levy such fine by distress and sale as 
aforesaid, of the party's goods and effects, but the Officers 
who set and adjudged the fine may commit the offender 
to a Sergeant according to the Resolution of the late Con- 
vention, if they choose that as the best method to compel 
payment. 

That in cases where it may greatly promote the ease of 
the inhabitants, a number not less than forty, nor exceed- 
ing eighty privates, may, with the especial permission of the 
Committees of Observation, enroll in any one Company of 
Militia, but any of those already enrolled in any Company, 
where the privates do not exceed seventy-four, shall not be 
permitted to leave such Company, for the purpose of en- 
rolling in a new one. That in those Counties where only 
part of the Militia are appointed to join in Battalion, the 
respective Committees of Observation form the other Com- 
panies into Battalion, if there are sufficient in number for 
that purpose, and in those Counties where there are not 
any Battalions formed, that the said Committees proceed, 
as soon as may be, to divide their Militia into Battalions, 
according to the Resolves of the late Convention. 

That within the general description of able-bodied effec- 
tive Freemen of this Province, are intended to be included, 
overseers, and those xvho are bound by contract made within 
this Province, to serve in any particular quality or capacity, 
being able-bodied effective men, between sixteen and fifty 
years of age. 

That a Brigadier-General, a Quartermaster, and an Ad- 
jutant-General, be appointed by the Convention over every 
eight Battalions, and to include within that command, all 
Artillery Companies and other Militia within the District. 

That the Counties ballot for the rank of Colonels and 
Battalions from number one to number sixteen, and so the 
County drawing number one to have its Second Battalion 
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the Seventeenth of the Province, &tc, and all Field and 
Commissioned Officers to rank according to their commis- 
sions, and as to those who bear the like commissions, 
according to the number of the Battalion to which they 
belong. 

That the Companies of each Battalion ballot from num- 
ber one to number eight, and hold their rank the first bat- 
talion day, according to the numbers drawn, the second 
day, number two to take . the place of number one, and 
number one the place of number eight, and so on, that 
equals may each in turn have the most honourable place, 
and every man may be instructed to act in any part of a 
Battalion, as occasion may require. 

That to avoid a needless and insupportable expense, no 
person after the 10th day of May next, wear any uniform 
at exercise, either in single Companies or in Battalion, but 
hunting-shirts, the Officers distinguishing themselves from 
the Privates by different feathers, cockades, or the like, as 
fancy may direct. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Friday, January 5, 1776. 

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday. 
The Proceedings of yesterday were read. Mr. Sluby ap- 
peared in the House. Mr. Bishop has leave of absence. 

On motion, Resolved, That the several Committees of 
Observation purchase the whole of the Sulphur in their 
respective Counties, provided it is to be had at six pence 
per pound, and that they transmit the same, with an account 
thereof, as soon as may be, to Messrs. William Lux and 
Daniel Boivly, of Baltimore town ; and that the Committees 
of Observation be empowered to draw on the Treasurer of 
their respective Shore, for as many of the bills of credit of 
this Province as may be wanted ; as well for the purposes 
aforesaid, as for any expenses to be incurred in removing 
the Sulphur to Baltimore town. 

Ordered, That the Clerk make out and transmit copies 
of the above Resolve to the several Committees of Obser- 
vation for each County in this Province. 

On motion, Resolved, That the several Counties in this 
Province be divided into the following Districts, to wit: 
St. Mary's, Charles, Calvert, and Prince George's Coun- 
ties, into one District ; Anne Arundel, Baltimore, and 
Harford Counties, into another District ; Frederick County 
into another District ; Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne's and Tal- 
bot Counties, into another District ; Dorchester, Caroline, 
Somerset, and Worcester Counties, into another District. 

That to each of the said Districts or Brigades, there be 
one Brigadier-General, a Quartermaster, and an Adjutant. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. —Convention met. Mr. /. Dashiell has 
leave of absence till Monday next. 

Mr. Scott brings in and delivers to Mr. President a draft 
of Instructions for the Deputies representing this Province 
in Congress, which was read the first time, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Saturday, January G, 177G. 

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday. 
The Proceedings of yesterday were read. Mr. John Ree- 
der, Jun., a Member for St. Mary's County, appeared and 
took his seat in the House. Mr. John Allen Thomas has 
leave of absence. 

The Convention elected by ballot the following persons 
Field-Officers for the Militia : Mr. Henry Hooper, Briga- 
dier-General of the Lower District on the Eastern Shore ; 
Mr. James Lloyd Chamberlaine, of the Upper District ; 
Mr. John Dent, of the Lower District on the Western 
Shore ; Mr. Andrew Buchanan, of the Middle District ; 
Mr. Thomas Johnson, Jun., of the Upper District. 

Resolved, That the said Brigadiers-General rank in the 
following manner, to wit: Brigadier-General Johnson, 1st; 
Brigadier-General Hooper, 2d ; Brigadier-General Dent, 
3d "Brigadier-General Chamberlaine, 4th ; Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Buchanan, 5th. 



On motion, Resolved, That the acceptance of a supe- 
rior office in the Militia of this Province be a vacation of 
the inferior office. 

For St. Mary's County. 

Upper Battalion : Mr. Jeremiah Jordan, Colonel ; Mr. 
John Reider, Jun., Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. James Eden, 
First Major; Mr. John Hanson Briscoe, Second Major; 
Mr. James Mills, Quartermaster. 

Lower Battalion : Mr. Richard Barnes, Colonel ; Mr. 
John Hatlon Reed, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Ignatius 
Fenwick, Jun., First Major; Mr. Samuel Abcll, Sen., 
Second Major; Mr. Hugh Hopewell, Jun., Quartermas- 
ter. 

For Charles County. 

Upper Battalion : Mr. William Harrison, Colonel ; Mr. 
Samuel Hanson of Samuel, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. 
Kenelrn Truman Stoddert, First Major; Mr. Samuel Han- 
son, Jun., Second; Mr. Walter Hanson, Quartermaster. 

Lower Battalion: Mr. Josias Hawkins, Colonel; Mr. 
Robert T. Hooe, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. John Mar- 
shall, First Major; Mr. John Harris, Second; Mr. John 
flathan Smoot, Quartermaster. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met. Mr. ThomasWright, 
Mr. Sim, and Mr. Tyler, have leave of absence. Mr. Le- 
therbury appeared in the House. 

The Convention resumed the election of Officers for the 
Militia, and elected by ballot : 

For Calvert County. 

Mr. Benjamin Mackall, Fourth Colonel ; Mr. Alexan- 
der Somerville, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Joseph Wilkin- 
son, First Major; Mr. Patrick Sim Smith, Second; Mr. 
William Allein, Quartermaster. 

For Anne Arundel County. 

Elk-Ridge Battalion : Mr. Thomas Dorsey, Colonel ; 
Mr. John Dorsey, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Dr. C. A. War- 
field, First Major ; Mr. Edward Gaither, Jun., Second ; 
Mr. Benjamin Howard, Quartermaster. 

Severn Battalion : Mr. John Hall, Colonel ; Mr. Re- 
zin Hammond, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Nicholas Wot- 
thington, First Major ; Mr. Elijah Robosson, Second ; Mr, 
Matthias Hammond, Quartermaster. 

South-River Battalion: Mr. John Weems, Colonel ; Mr. 
Richard Harwood, Jun., Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. John 
Thomas, First Major; Mr. Thomas Tillard, Second; Mr. 
Edward Tillard, Quartermaster. 

For Frederick County. — Middle District. 

First Battalion : Mr. Charles Bealty, Colonel ; Mr. 
William Beaity, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Ludwick Welt- 
ner, First Major; Mr. Benjamin Johnson, Second; Mr. 
Lewis Bush, Quartermaster. 

Second Battalion: Mr. James Johnson, Colonel; Mr. 
Joseph Wood, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Benjamin Ogle, 
First Major ; Mr. Roger Johnson, Second ; Mr. Azel 
Waters, Quartermaster. 

Third Battalion : Mr. Jacob Good, Colonel ; Mr. Wil- 
liam Blair, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Samuel Shaw, First 
Major; Mr. William Shields, Second; Mr. Joseph Mc- 
Killip, Quartermaster. 

Fourth Battalion: Mr. Baker Johnson, Colonel; Mr. 
William Luckett, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Jacob Miller, 
First Major ; Mr. Henry Darnall, Second ; Mr. Nicho- 
las Tice, Quartermaster. 

Lower District, 

Lower Battalion : Mr. John Murdock, Colonel ; Mr, 
Thomas Johns, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Richard Brooke, 
First Major ; Mr. William Deakins, Second ; Mr. Rich- 
ard Thompson, Quartermaster. 

Upper Battalion : Mr. Zadock Magruder, Colonel ; Mr, 
Charles G. Griffith, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Francis 
Deakins, First Major ; Mr. Richard Crabb, Second ; Mr. 
Samuel Du Vail, Quartermaster. 

Upper District. 
First Battalion : Mr. John Stull, Colonel ; Mr. Andrew 
Rcnch, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Henry Shryock, First 
Major; Mr. George Woltz, Second ; Mr. Elie William?, 
Quartermaster. 
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Second Battalion: Mr. Samuel Beall, Colonel; Mr. 
Joseph Smith, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Richard Davis, 
First Major; Mr. Charles Swearingen, Second; Mr. 
James Chapline, Quartermaster. 

For Harford County. 

Upper Battalion : Mr. Aquila Hall, Colonel ; Mr. John 
Love, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Josias Carvill Hall, First 
Major; Dr. John Archer, Second ; Mr. Richard Dallam, 
Quartermaster. 

Lower Battalion : Mr. Benjamin Rumsey, Colonel ; Mr. 
Thomas Bond, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Abraham Jar- 
rett, First Major; Mr. John Taylor, Second ; Mr. Robert 
Amos, Quartermaster. 

For Cecil County. 

Bohemia Battalion: Mr. John Veazy, Jun., Colonel; 
Mr. JohnD. Thompson, Lieutenant-Colonel; Mr. William 
Rumsey, First Major ; Dr. Joshua Clayton, Second ; Mr. 
Samuel Young, Quartermaster. 

Elk Battalion : Mr. Charles Rumsey, Colonel ; Mr. 
Henry Hollingsworth, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Edward 
Parker, First Major; Mr. John Slrawbridge, Second; 
Mr. Thomas Huggins, Quartermaster. 

Susquehannah Battalion : Mr. George Johnson, Colonel ; 
Mr. Thomas Hughes, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. John 
Hartshorn, First Major; Mr. Elihu Hall, Second; Mr. 
John Hambleton, Quartermaster. 

For Queen Anne's County. 

Upper Battalion : Richard T. Earle, Colonel ; Mr. 
Samuel Thompson, Jun., Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. John 
Seney, First Major ; Mr. James Kent, Second ; Mr. Wil- 
liam Bruff, Quartermaster. 

Lower Battalion : Mr. Thomas Wright, Colonel ; Mr. 
Richard Tilghman, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. William 
Hemsley, First Major ; Mr. Arthur Emory, Second ; Mr. 
James Tilghman, Quartermaster. 

For Somerset County. 

Upper Battalion : Mr. George Dashiell, Colonel ; Mr. 
George Day Scott, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. John Steio- 
art, First Major ; Mr. William Horsey, Second ; Mr. Se- 
vern Hitch, Quartermaster. 

Lower Battalion : Mr. Thomas Hayward, Colonel ; Mr. 
Peter Waters, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Thomas Bruff, 
First Major ; Mr. William Waters of William, Second ; 
Mr. William Gil/is, Quartermaster. 

For Worcester County. 

First Battalion : Mr. Peter Chaille, Colonel ; Mr. Jo- 
seph Dashiell, Lieutenant-Colonel; Mr. John Done, First 
Major; Mr. Robert Done, Second ; Mr. George Martin, 
Quartermaster. 

Second Battalion : Mr. William Purnell, Colonel ; Mr. 
Zadock Purnell, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Samuel Han- 
dy, First Major ; Mr. William Morris, Second ; Mr. Jo- 
sias Mitchell, Quartermaster. 

The Convention adjourns till Monday morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Monday, January 8, 1770. 

Convention met. All Members present, as on Saturday, 
except Mr. J. A. Thomas, Mr. Thomas Wright, Mr. Sim, 
and Mr. Tyler. The Proceedings of Saturday were read. 

Mr. Edward Lloyd, a member elected for Talbot Coun- 
ty, in the room of Francis Baker, and Mr. Thomas Ring- 
gold, appointed a member for Kent County, in the room 
of Mr. Thomas Smyth, who refused to act, appeared, and 
took their seals in the House. 

Mr. Sudler and Mr. Buchanan appeared in the House. 
Mr. William Adams has leave of absence. 
Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Mersdiem. Convention met. 

Mr. Tyler and Mr. Dallam appeared in the House. 

The following persons were elected by ballot to the 
Battalion in Talbot County, to wit: 

Mr. Christopher Birkhead, Colonel ; Mr. Peregrine 
Tilghman, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Jeremiah Banning, 
First Major ; Mr. Robert Lloyd Nichols, Second ; Mr. 
Nicholas Thomas, Quartermaster. 

Foubth Sekies. — Vol. iv. 47 



On motion, Resolved, That the nomination of Field- 
Officers for Dorchester County be postponed, and that the 
Council of Safety, hereafter to be appointed, be empower- 
ed to appoint them. 

The following election by ballot for Caroline County, 
was had : 

East Battalion: Mr. William Richardson, Colonel; 
Mr. Henry Dickinson, Lieutenant-Colonel; Mr. William 
Whitley, First Major; Mr. Matthew Driver, Second ; Mr. 
John White, Quartermaster. 

West Battalion : Mr. Philip Fiddeman, Colonel ; Mr. 
Benson Stainton, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Richard Ma- 
son, First Major; Mr. Henry Downes, Second ; Mr. Tho- 
mas Hardcastle, Quartermaster. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half 
after nine o'clock. 

Tuesday, January 9, 1776. 

Convention met. All Members present, as on yester- 
day. The Proceedings of yesterday were read. 

The Memorials of Patrick Hamilton, John Archer, and 
James Harris, relating to the establishment of Linen and 
Woollen Manufactories, were read the first time, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That nine hundred copies of the Proceedings 
relative to the manufacture of Saltpetre, be immediately 
printed. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to prepare and report a scheme for the emission of Bills of 
Credit, to defray the expenses of defending this Province; 
and Mr. Hollyday, Mr. Thomas Johnson, Mr. Hooe, Mr. 
Rumsey, and Mr. James J. Tilghman, were elected by bal- 
lot a Committee for that purpose. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Instructions for the De- 
puties representing this Province in Congress, be taken into 
consideration to-morrow. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half 
after nine o'clock. 

Wednesday, January 10, 1776. 

Convention met. All Members present, as on yester- 
day. The Proceedings of yesterday were read. Mr. Sim, 
Mr. Mackall, and Mr. John Allen Thomas appeared in 
the House. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
Instructions for the Deputies representing this Province in 
Congress, being read, the same were taken into considera- 
tion, and, after some debate thereon, the Convention ad- 
journed. 

Thursday, January 11, 1776. 

Convention met. All Members present, as on yester- 
day. The Proceedings of yesterday were read. Mr. 
Smith, Mr. Jordan, and Mr. Gilpin, have leave of ab- 
sence. 

The Convention resumed the consideration of the In- 
structions for the Deputies representing this Province 
in Congress, which were read, considered, and agreed to, 
and are as follow : 

In Convention, January 12, 1776. 

To the Honourable Matthew Tilghman, Esq., Thomas 
Johnson, Jun., Robert Goldsborough, William Paca, 
Samuel Chase, Thomas Stone, Robert Alexander, and 
John Rogers, Esquires. 

The Convention, taking into their most serious consi- 
deration the present state of the unhappy dispute between 
Great Britain and the United Colonies, think it proper to 
deliver you their sentiments, and to instruct you in certain 
points, relative to your conduct in Congress, as Represen- 
tatives of this Province. 

The experience we and our ancestors have had, of the 
mildness and equity of the English Constitution, under 
which we have grown up to, and enjoyed a stale of felici- 
ty, not exceeded among any people we know of, until the 
grounds of the present controversy were laid by the Mi- 
nistry and Parliament of Great Britain, has most strongly 
endeared to us that form of Government from whence 
these blessings have been derived, and makes us ardently 
wish for a reconciliation with the mother country, upon. 
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terms that may ensure to these Colonies an equal and per- 
manent freedom. 

To this Constitution we are attached, not merely by 
habit, but by principle, being in our judgments persuaded 
it is, of all known systems, best calculated to secure the 
liberty of the subject — to guard against despotism on the 
one hand, and licentiousness on the other. 

Impressed with these sentiments, we warmly recommend 
to you, to keep constantly in your view the avowed end and 
purpose for which these Colonies originally associated — 
the redress of American grievances, and securing the rights 
of the Colonists. 

As upon the attainment of these great objects, we shall 
think it our greatest happiness to be thus firmly united to 
Great Britain, we think proper to instruct you, that should 
any proposition be happily made by the Crown or Parlia- 
ment, that may lead to, or lay a rational and probable ground 
for reconciliation, you use your utmost endeavours to cul- 
tivate and improve it into a happy settlement and lasting 
amity, taking care to secure the Colonies against the exer- 
cise of the right assumed by Parliament, to tax them, and 
to alter and change their Charters, Constitutions, and inter- 
nal polity, without their consent — powers incompatible with 
the essential securities of the lives, liberties, and properties 
of the Colonists. 

We further instruct you, that you do not, without the 
previous knowledge and approbation of the Convention of 
this Province, assent to any proposition to declare these 
Colonies independent of the Crown of Great Britain, nor 
to any proposition for making or entering into alliance 
with any foreign Power, nor to any union or confederation 
of these Colonies, which may necessarily lead to a sepa- 
ration from the mother country, unless, in your judgments, 
or in the judgments of any four of you, or a majority of 
the whole of you, (if all shall be then attending in Con- 
gress,) it shall be thought absolutely necessary for the 
preservation of the liberties of the United Colonies ; and 
should a majority of the Colonies in Congress, against 
such, your judgment, resolve to declare these Colonies in- 
dependent of the Crown of Great Britain, or to make or 
enter into alliance with any foreign Power, or into any 
union or confederation of these Colonies, which may neces- 
sarily lead to a separation from the mother country, then 
we instruct you, immediately, to call the Convention of this 
Province, and repair thereto with such proposition and 
resolve, and lay the same before the said Convention, for 
their consideration ; and this Convention will not hold this 
Province bound by such majority in Congress, until the 
Representative body of the Province, in Convention, assent 
thereto. 

Desirous as we are of peace with Great Britain, upon 
safe and honourable terms, we wish you, nevertheless, and 
instruct you, to join with the other Colonies, in such mili- 
tary operations as may be judged proper and necessary for 
the common defence, until such a peace can be happily 
obtained. 

At the same time that we assure you we have an entire 
confidence in your abilities and integrity, in the discharge 
of the great trust reposed in you, we must observe to you, 
as our opinion, that, in the relation of constituent and repre- 
sentative, one principal security of the former is the right 
he holds to be fully informed of the conduct of the latter. 
We can conceive no case to exist in which it would be of 
more importance to exercise this right than the present, 
nor any in which we can suppose the Representative would 
more willingly acquiesce in the exercise of it. We, there- 
fore, instruct you, that you move for, and endeavour to 
obtain, a resolve of Congress, that the votes given by the 
Colonies on every question agitated in Congress, shall 
appear upon the journals thereof; and if such resolve be 
obtained, that you, at the expense of this Province, pro- 
cure copies of the said journals, except such parts thereof 
as relate to military operations and measures taken to pro- 
cure arms and ammunition, and, from time to time, lay the 
same before the Conventions of this Province, showing 
the part you, as Representatives of the Province, take in 
such questions. 

And we further instruct you to move for, and endeavour 
to obtain, a resolve of Congress, that no person who holds 
any military command in the Continental, or any Provin- 
cial regular forces, or marine service, nor any person who 



holds or enjoys any office of profit under the Continental 
Congress, or under any Government assumed since the pre- 
sent controversy with Great Britain began, or which shall 
hereafter be assumed, or who directly or indirectly receives 
the profits, or any part of the profits, of such command or 
office, shall, during the time of his holding or receiving the 
same, be eligible to sit in Congress. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Friday, January 12, 1776. 

Convention met. All Members present, as on yesterday, 
except Mr. Samuel Chase, Mr. Jordan, Mr. Smith, and 
Mr. Gilpin. The Proceedings of yesterday were read. 

The President communicates to the Convention several 
Resolutions of Congress, which were read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. Ware has leave of absence. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Merediem. Convention met. 

Mr. Hollyday brings in, and delivers to Mr. President, 
a Report from the Committee appointed to prepare and 
report a scheme for the emission of Bills of Credit, to defray 
the expenses of defending this Province, and other pur- 
poses therein mentioned, which was read the first time, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

A Report from the Committee appointed to receive Pro- 
posals relating to the establishment of Manufactories of any 
kind within this Province, was read and considered ; and, 
thereupon, 

Resolved, That six hundred Pounds, in Bills of Credit, 
out of the puhlick Treasury, be advanced to Mr. William 
Whetcroft, of the City of Annapolis, for the term of two 
years, without interest, he giving bond, with good security, 
to repay the same. The said William Whetcroft to con- 
tract to build and complete, within the space of six months, 
at his own risk, a Rolling, Sheeting, and Slitting Mill, with- 
in twenty miles of Baltimore town, or in any other part of 
the Province that this Convention shall appoint, and there- 
from to supply the publick, and individuals, with Slit or 
Sheet Iron, at the price the same, at the time of sale there* 
of, can be purchased in Pennsylvania or Virginia, and 
that it shall never exceed the sum of thirty-five Pounds, 
common money, per ton. The said William Whetcroft also 
to slit, roll, or make into Sheet or Flatted Iron, any quan- 
tity thereof, the property of the puhlick, brought to the 
said Mill, at the rate of five Pounds per ton; and any 
quantity thereof, the property of private persons, being in- 
habitants of this Province, at the rate of six Pounds per 
ton, if brought to the said Mill. 

Ordered, That no commission issue to Mr. John Tho- 
mas, First Major of the South River Battalion, in Anne 
Arundel County, he having declined that office, or to any 
of the Officers of Mr. JohnBurgess't Company, or to Mr. 
William Gambrill, a Lieutenant of Mr. John Boone's 
Company, during the sitting of this Convention, but that 
the same be referred to the Council of Safety. 

The Convention proceeded to ballot for the rank of Coun- 
ties and Colonels, when the rank was settled as follows : 

Somerset 1; Cecil 2; Dorchester 3 ; Talbot 4 ; Queen 
Anne's 5 ; St. Mary's 6 ; Anne Arundel 7 ; Harford 8 ; 
Baltimore 9; Worcester 10; Prince George's 11; Charles 
12; Kent 13; Caroline 14; Calvert 15; Frederick 16. 

In Somerset County : Colonel George Dashiell, of the 
First Battalion, 1; Colonel Thomas Hayward, 17. 

Cecil County: Colonel Charles Rumsey,'H; Colonel 
John Veazy, 18; Colonel George Johnson, 30. 

Dorchester : Upper Battalion, 3 ; Lower Battalion, 19. 

Talbot : Colonel Christopher Birkhead, 4. 

Queen Anne's : Colonel Richard T. Earle, 5; Colonel 
Thomas Wright, 20. 

St. Mary's: Colonel Jeremiah Jordan, 6; Colonel 
Richard Barnes, 21. 

Anne Arundel : Colonel John Hall,! ; Colonel Tho- 
mas Dorsey, 22; Colonel John Weems, 31. 

Harford: Colonel Benjamin Rumsey,8 ; Colonel Aqui- 
la Hall, 23. 

Baltimore, 9. 
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Worcester: Colonel Peter ChaiUe, 10; Colonel Wil- 
liam Purnell, 24. 

Prince George's: Lower Battalion, II; Upper Batta- 
lion, 25. 

Charles: Colonel J osias Hawkins, 12; Colonel Wil- 
liam Harrison, 26. 

Kent: Lower Battalion, 13; Upper Battalion, 27. 

Caroline: Colonel William Richardson, 14; Colonel 
Philip Fiddeman, 28. 

Calvert: Colonel Benjamin Mack all 4th 15. 

Frederick: Colonel Zadock Magruder, 16; Colonel 
John Murdock, 29; Colonel John Stull, 31; Colonel 
Charles Beatty, 33 ; Colonel Baker Johnson, 34; Colo- 
nel Jacob Good, 35; Colonel Samuel Beall, 36 ; Colonel 
James Johnson, 37. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Saturday, January 13, 1776. 

Convention met. All Members present, as on yester- 
day. The Proceedings of yesterday were read. 

On motion, Resolved, That the nomination of Field- 
Officers, for Kent County, be referred to the next session 
of Convention. 

Several Resolutions of Congress were read, and ordered 
to lie On the table. 

The following persons were elected by ballot Field- 
Officers to the Militia in Prince George's County, to 
wit : 

The Lower Battalion: Mr. Joseph Sim, Colonel ; Mr. 
Thomas Contee, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Thomas Sim 
Lee, First Major ; Mr. John Rogers, Second ; Mr. John 
F. A. Priggs, Quartermaster. 

Upper Battaliou : Mr. Joshua Beall, Colonel ; Mr. Ro- 
bert Tyler, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mr. Addison Murdock, 
First Major; Mr. George Lee, Second; Mr. William 
Turner Wootton, Quartermaster. 

The Convention took into consideration the Report from 
the Committee appointed to prepare and report a scheme 
for the emission of Bills of Credit, to defray the expenses of 
defending this Province, and other purposes therein men- 
tioned, and came to the following Resolutions thereon : 

That for the defence of this Province, calling in and ex- 
changing the bills of credit emitted by virtue of the Resolves 
of the last Convention, for the encouragement of Manufac- 
tories within this Province, and for other purposes resolved 
upon in Convention, bills of credit of the denomination of 
dollars and parts of a dollar, to the amount of five hundred 
and thirty five thousand one hundred and eleven dollars 
and one-ninth part of a dollar, be printed and struck with 
all convenient speed, under the care and direction of such 
persons as shall be appointed by the Council of Safety for 
that purpose, in manner and form following, to wit : 

" This bill of shall entitle the bearer 

hereof to receive gold or silver, at the rale of four shillings 
and six pence, sterling, per dollar, for the said bill, accord- 
ing to a Resolve of the Provincial Convention of Mary- 
land, held at the city of Annapolis, the 7th day of De- 
cember, 1775." 

That the plates for striking the said bills of credit, be 
procured to be cut in copper, by some skilful person in the 
city of Philadelphia, at the expense of this Province, by 
the Deputies of this Province in Congress, or some two of 
them, and shall have such devices and marks as the said 
Deputies, or such two of them, shall direct, and the num- 
ber and denomination of the said bills shall be the following 
and no other, to wit: sixteen thousand bills of eight dol- 
lars each, sixteen thousand bills of six dollars each, 
sixteen thousand bills of four dollars each, sixteen thou- 
sand bills of two dollars and two-third parts of a dol- 
lars each, thirty-two thousand bills of two dollars each, 
thirty-two thousand bills of one dollar and one-third part of 
a dollar each, thirty-two thousand bills of one dollar each, 
thirty-two thousand bills of two-third parts of a dollar each, 
forty thousand bills of half a dollar each, forty thousand bills 
of one-third part of a dollar each, forty thousand bills of 
one-sixth part of a dollar each, and forty thousand bills of 
one-ninth part of a dollar each. 

That the said Deputies, or any two of them, also pur- 
chase.and provide a sufficient quantity of proper paper, on 



which to print and strike the said bills of credit, and that 
they, or some of them, do, as soon as conveniently may be, 
transmit the said plates and paper to the Council of Safety 
aforesaid, and that the said Council of Safety do forthwith 
cause the said bills of credit to Tie printed and struck, un- 
der the direction of two discreet and sober freemen of this 
Province, to be by them appointed to that service, who 
shall be called Supervisors. 

That the said Supervisors shall use the best of their care 
and diligence that the said bills, according to their respec- 
tive denominations aforesaid, and according to the manner 
and form aforesaid, be forthwith printed and struck, and 
that the number of any of the denominations thereof be not 
exceeded, nor any clandestine or fraudulent practice be used 
by the Printer, his apprentices, servants, and others, con- 
cerned in the printing or striking thereof. 

That the Printer, and all his apprentices and servants, 
which he shall employ in the said work, before he or they 
enter upon the same, take, before some Justice of the Peace, 
in the presence of one or both of the said Supervisors, the 
following oath, to wit : " I, A. B., do swear that I will truly, 
faithfully, and honestly, perform the duty of Printer of the 
bills of credit directed to be printed by a Resolve of the 
Convention of Maryland, held at the city of Annapolis, 
the seventh day of December, seventeen hundred and 
seventy-five, and that I will not, advisedly, print or stamp 
a greater number of blank bills of credit than in that Re- 
solve mentioned, nor of any other denomination than therein 
expressed, except such sheets as may be so blotted, un- 
fair, or imperfect in the printing or striking thereof, that the 
same shall be unfit for use. So help me God." 

That the said Printer shall not, by himself, his servants, 
or any other person by him employed, print, strike, stitch, 
or bind, the said bills, or any of them, but in the presence 
of one or both of the said Supervisors. And in every in- 
termission of the work, the said Supervisors shall safely 
and securely lock up the press and stamps with which the 
work shall be performed, and the impressions which shall 
be then made, in the room in which the printing and bind- 
ing shall be done, and the keys of such room shall keep in 
their possession ; and when all the said bills shall be printed 
and struck, the plates shall be delivered by the Printer to 
the said Supervisors, and by them to the Convention, or in 
its recess, to the Council of Safety. 

That Charles Wallace, John Davidson, Nathan Ham- 
mond, Richard Tootell, James Brice, John Brict, Thomas 
Brook Hodgkin, John Duckett, Robert Lloyd Nichols, 
Samuel Sharp, Richard Tilghman, Jun., Henry Ban- 
ning, Peregrine Tilghman, William Perry, Jeremiah 
Banning, and Joseph Bruff, be signers of the said bills. 

That the said Supervisors, as soon as the said bills shall 
be printed, struck, stitched, and bound, shall deliver three- 
fourth parts thereof in value to (he Treasurer of the West- 
ern Shore, appointed by the last Convention, and the other 
fourth part thereof to the Treasurer of the Eastern Shore, 
appointed by the last Convention ; and the said Treasurers 
shall deliver out to the signers residing on their respective 
Shores, such and so many of the said bills to be immediately 
numbered and signed by them, as may be sufficient to an- 
swer any probable and immediate demand on them for the 
same, not exceeding twelve thousand dollars; and each of 
the said bills shall be numbered and signed by some two of 
the said signers, and returned again, after being numbered 
and signed, to the respective Treasurers ; and so, from time 
to time, shall the said bills be delivered out, numbered, 
signed, and returned, to the said Treasurers, respectively, 
either of the said Treasurers not keeping by him at any one 
time, ready numbered and signed, more than twelve thou- 
sand dollars. 

That receipts of every delivery of the said bills, before 
and after the numbering and signing the same, be given by 
the signers and Treasurers, respectively, each to the other. 

That the Treasurer of the Western Shore, out of the 
said bills of credit in his hands, pay to each of the Super- 
visors two dollars, and two-third parts of a dollar for each 
day's attendance and supervising the said work ; to the De- 
puties who shall procure the plates and paper for printing 
and striking the said bills, so much as they shall pay for the 
same, and for transmitting them as aforesaid ; and to the 
Printer, so much as shall be agreed by the Council of Safety 
for his services, and for the ink and other materials, ex- 
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cept paper, necessary for the said work ; and the said Trea- 
surers shall, also, respectively, pay to each signer of every 
thousand of the said bills, one dollar and one-third part of 
a dollar for his service. 

That each of the said Treasurers shall retain for his ser- 
vices, at the rate of one-half per centum on all moneys by 
him paid and delivered, and no more. 

That torn and defaced bills shall be exchanged at reason- 
able and convenient times. 

- That the said bills of credit shall be redeemed and sunk 
on or before the first day of January, seventeen hundred 
and eighty-six, by taxes or other legislative provision ; and 
this Convention bind their constituents, and pledge the 
feith of the Province for the redemption of the said bills on 
er before the said first day of January, seventeen hundred 
and eighty-six. 

That two hundred and sixty-six thousand six hundred 
and sixty-six dollars and two-third parts of a dollar of the 
said bills of credit, so to be printed and struck, shall be ap- 
plied to exchange the bills of credit printed and struck by 
virtue of the Resolve of the last Convention of this Pro- 
vince, and that the said Treasurers shall, forthwith, after 
their receipt of the bills of credit hereafter to be printed 
and struck, give publick notice in the newspapers printed 
in this Province, and in several of the newspapers printed in 
Philadelphia and fVilliamsburgh, that they will give and 
deliver in exchange any number and value of the bills of 
credit hereafter to be printed and struck, for the like num- 
ber and value of the bills of credit printed arid struck by 
virtue of the Resolve of the last Convention, at such times 
and places as shall be by them appointed for that purpose ; 
and the said Treasurers shall, upon the application of any 
person or persons holding any number and value of the 
said former bills of credit, deliver to such person or persons 
the like value in the new bills of credit in lieu thereof, at 
such times and places as aforesaid. 

That each of the said Treasurers shall, at the publick 
expense, provide a fit instrument for cutting a piece of one 
inch square, as near as may be, out of the bills so to be 
brought in and exchanged, and shall, upon his receipt of 
any of the said former bills of credit, in exchange as afore- 
said, cut out of every of such bills so received, one inch 
square, as near as may be, taking care not to deface the 
denomination thereof, and shall preserve such bills until the 
meeting of the then next Convention, and produce all such 
bills, and also all the former bills of credit remaining in his 
bands, to such Convention, to be destroyed. 

That from and after the receipt of the said new bills of 
credit by the said Treasurers, respectively, all payments 
which they shall make by virtue of any resolve of this or 
the last Convention, shall be made in the said new bills of 
credit, and not in the said former bills of credit. 

That the person to be employed in the cutting the said 
plates for striking the said new bills of credit, if required by 
the said Delegates, or such two of them as shall agree for 
the same, take an oath, (or affirmation if a Quaker,) that 
he will not, by himself, his apprentices or servants, make or 
cut, or suffer to be made or cut, any more or other plates 
than those which shall be ordered to be cut by the said 
Deputies, or some two of them, in the similitude and like- 
ness of the plates which shall be so ordered to be cut, or 
in the similitude and likeness of any of them, unless re- 
quested so to do by the Convention of this Province, or 
by some authority derived from the said Convention. 

That the Treasurers aforesaid, respectively, be allowed 
to retain, as a satisfaction for their trouble in exchanging 
new bills of credit for the former bills of credit as aforesaid, 
at the rate of one-half per centum for all bills by them so 
exchanged, out of the said new bills of credit. 

That the said bills of credit which shall be so as afore- 
said printed and struck, over and above the said bills hereby 
directed to be applied to exchange the said former bills of 
credit, be applied to the several purposes resolved on in 
this and the last Convention of this Province, and that the 
Treasurers pay the same to the orders of the Convention 
or Council of Safety. 

That the said Treasurers, before they receive the said 
blank bills to be printed and struck by virtue of the Re- 
solves of this Convention, shall give bonds, respectively, 
the Treasurer of the Western Shore in the penalty of 
twelve thousand pounds sterling, payable to the honoura- 



ble Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Charles Carroll of 
Carrolllon, and Charles Carroll, Barrister, Esqrs.; and the 
Treasurer of the Eastern Shore in the penalty of four thou- 
sand pounds sterling, payable to the Honourable Matthew 
Tilghman, Edward Lloyd, and James Lloyd Chamber- 
laine, Esqrs., with the like conditions as directed by the 
Resolve of the last Convention ; both which bonds shall be 
with sufficient sureties, to be approved of by the obligees 
therein named, or any two of them, respectively. 

Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Bealiy have leave of absence. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Sunday, January 14, 177C. 

Convention met. All Members present as on yester- 
day, except Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Sudler, Mr. Bealty, Mr. 
Lloyd, Mr. Sim, and Mr. Tyler. The Proceedings of 
yesterday were read. 

The Convention took into consideration the Report from 
the Committee appointed to report resolutions for Raising, 
Clothing, and Victualling the Forces to be raised in this 
Province, and came to the following Resolutions thereon : 

Resolved, That one Battalion of Regular Troops, to be 
composed of one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, two 
Majors, one Adjutant, one Quartermaster, and nine Com- 
panies, one of which of Light-Infantry, and also seven In- 
dependent Companies of Regular Troops, two Companies 
of Artillery, and one Company of Marines, be immediately 
raised, and paid, and supported, at the expense of this Pro- 
vince, for the defence of the liberties thereof. 

That each of the said Independent Companies, and Com- 
panies of Artillery, consist of one Captain, three Lieute- 
nants, four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drummer, one 
Fifer, and ninety-two Privates. 

That each of the said Companies of the Battalion, ex- 
cept the Company of Light-Infantry, be composed of one 
Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, four 
Corporals, one Drummer, one Fifer, and sixty Privates. 

That the Company of Light-Infantry be composed of 
one Captain, three Lieutenants, four Sergeants, four Cor- 
porals, one Drummer, one Fifer, and sixty-four Privates; 
and that the Privates be made up as well by drafts from 
the other Companies of the Battalion as by inlistments, at 
the discretion of the Colonel, or commanding officer, of 
the said Battalion for the time being. 

That the pay of the said Battalion, Independent Com- 
panies, and Marines, by the calendar month, be as follows: 
The Colonel, - - -$50 Every Ensign, - -$16 
For his expenses, - - 30 Every Sergeant, - 6{j- 
The Lieutenant-Colonel, 40 Every Corporal, - 6 
For his expenses when Every Drummer St 

acting in a separate Fifer, - - - 6 

department from the Surgeon, - - - 40 

Colonel, - - - - 20 Surgeons' Mates, each 20 
Each Major, - - - 33J Chaplain, - - - 20 
Every Captain, - - - 26§ Every Private, - - 5£ 
Every Lieutenant, - - 18 Clerk to Colonel, - 20 

That the pay of the said Artillery Companies, by the 
calendar month, be as follows : 

Each Captain, - - - 26$ Every Sergeant, - 6| 
Every Lieutenant. - - 18J Every Corporal, - 6 

That the pay of the Officers, Seamen, and others, (ex- 
cept the Marines,) in the pay of this Province, in the Ma- 
rine service, by the calendar month, be regulated by the 
Council of Safety. 

That a Ration consist of one pound of beef or three- 
quarters of a pound of pork ; one pound of flour or bread 
per man per day ; three pints of peas, at six shilling per 
bushel, per week, or other vegetables equivalent ; one 
quart of Indian meal per week ; a gill of vinegar and a 
gill of molasses per man per day ; a quart of cider, small 
beer, or a gill of rum per man per day ; three pounds of 
candles for one hundred men per week, for guards ; twen- 
ty-four pounds of soft soap, or eight pounds of hard soap, 
for one hundred men per week. — 

That the forces employed in the Land service be entitled 
to the following rations, to wit : Colonel 6, Lieutenant-Col- 
onel 5, Major 4, Captain 3, Subaltern 2, Staff 2, non- 
commissioned or Private 1, 

That the allowance to the Officers and Men employed 
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in the Marine sendee be such as may be hereafter settled 
by the Council of Safety. 

That the following persons be Officers of the said forces, 
to wit : 

Of the Battalion: William Smallwood, Esq., Colonel ; 
Francis Ware, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas Price, 
Esq., First Major ; Mordecai Gist, Esq., Second Major. 

First Company: John Hawkins Stone, Captain ; Da- 
niel Boivie, First Lieutenant ; John Kidd, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Benjamin Chambers, Ensign. 

Second Company: William Hyde, Captain; Benjamin 
Ford, First Lieutenant, John Beanes, Second Lieutenant ; 
Henry Gailher, Ensign. 

Third Company: Barton Lucas, Captain; William 
Slerrett, First Lieutenant ; Alexander Roxburgh, Second 
Lieutenant ; William Ridgcly, Ensign. 

Fourth Company: Thomas Ewing, Captain; Joseph 
Butler, First Lieutenant ; Joseph Baxter, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Edward Praul, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: Nathaniel Ramsey, Captain; Levin 
Winder, First Lieutenant; Alexander Murray, Second 
Lieutenant; Walker Muse, Ensign. 

Sixth Company : Peter Adams, Captain; Nathaniel 
Ewing, First Lieutenant ; David Plunkett, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; John Jordan, Ensign. 

Seventh Company: John Day Scott, Captain; Thomas 
Harwood, son of Thomas, First Lieutenant ; Thomas 
Goldsmith, Second Lieutenant ; James Pealc, Ensign. 

Eighth Company: Samuel Smith, Captain ; James 
Campbell, First Lieutenant ; Joseph Ford, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Bryan Philpot, Ensign. 

Compariy of Light Infantry: George Strieker, Cap- 
tain ; Thomas Smyth, Jun., First Lieutenant ; James Ring- 
gold, Second Lieutenant; Hatch Dent, Third Lieutenant. 

Of the Independent Companies. 
First Company: RezinBeall, Captain ; Bennett Bracco, 
First Lieutenant ; John Halkerslon, Second Lieutenant ; 
Daniel Jenifer Adams, Third Lieutenant. 

Second Company : John Gunby, Captain ; Uriah For- 
rest, First Lieutenant ; William Bowie, Second Lieute- 
nant ; Benjamin Brooks, Third Lieutenant. 

Third Company: John Watkins, Captain ; Moses 
Chaille, First Lieutenant ; Solomon Long, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Ely Dorsey, Third Lieutenant. 

Fourth Company: James Hindman, Captain ; William 
Goldsborough, First Lieutenant; Archibald Anderson, 
Second Lieutenant ; Edward Hindman, Third Lieutenant. 

Fifth Company: John Allen Thomas, Captain ; John 
Steward, First Lieutenant ; John Davidson, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Henry Neale, Third Lieutenant. 

Sixth Company: Lemuel Barrett, Captain ; Thomas 
Woolford, First Lieutenant ; John Eccleston, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Hooper Hudson, Third Lieutenant. 

Seventh Company: Edward Veazy, Captain; William 
Harrison, First Lieutenant ; Samuel T. Wright, Second 
Lieutenant; Edward De Courcy, Third Lieutenant. 

Company of Artillery at Baltimore Town: Nathaniel 
Smith, Captain ; William Woolsey, First Lieutenant ; 
Alexander Furnival, Second Lieutenant ; George Kee- 
pott, Third Lieutenant. 

Company of Artillery at Annapolis. 

That Charles Wallace, Esq., be Paymaster of all the 
Land Forces (and Marines, when in land service,) raised or 
to be raised in this Province, in the pay thereof, and shall 
be entitled to the pay of forty dollars per calendar month. 

That Gabriel Duvall, Esq., be Mustermaster of the 
said Land Forces and Commissary of all warlike stores ap- 
propriated for the use of the regular service of this Pro- 
vince ; and shall be entitled to the pay of fifty dollars per 
calendar month. 

That commissions issue to all the said Officers, in the 
forms prescribed by this Convention ; and that any of the 
said Officers may be suspended from the exercise of their 
offices, respectively, or displaced, and new commissions 
may issue to any other person, at the will and pleasure 
of this or any future Convention, or, in the recess of Con- 
vention, by the Council of Safety, in the name and by 
the authority of the Convention ; and, in case of the, death 
of any Officer, or on his refusal to act, some other person 



may be appointed, and, as aforesaid, commissioned in his 
stead by the Convention or Council of Safety. 

That Recruiting Orders be delivered to each Captain in 
the Battalion of the Independent Companies, and Compa- 
nies of Artillery and Marines, together with his commis- 
sion, as follows: 

Instructions for Inlisting Men in the Service of Mary- 
land. 

1. You are to inlist no man who is not able-bodied, 
healthy, and a good marcher, nor such whose attachment 
to the liberties of America you have cause to suspect. 
Young, hearty, robust men, who are tied by birth, or fa- 
mily connexions, or property, to this country, and are well 
practised in the use of fire-arms, are, by much, to be pre- 
ferred. 

2. You will have great regard to moral character, so- 
briety in particular. 

3. You are not to inlist any servant imported, nor, with- 
out the leave of the master, any apprentice. 

4. Those who engage in the service shall be inlisted 

DO 

according to the form prescribed by this Convention. 

5. You shall appoint such men Sergeants and Corpo- 
rals as recommend themselves by their ability, activity, and 
diligence ; and you are, also, to appoint the Drummer and 
Fifer to your Company. 

6. You will use all diligence in completing your Com- 
pany, and report (if a Captain in the Battalion) to your 
Colonel, (if a Captain in an Independent Company, or in 
the Artillery, or Marines.) to the Council of Safety. 

7. You are to be allowed seven shillings and six pence 
per week for the subsist of recruits, till they arrive at their 
station. 

8. You will take notice that the Colonel of the Batta- 
lion, or a Field-Officer to be appointed by him, is to in- 
spect your men, and reject such as do not answer to your 
instructions. 

9. You shall be allowed seven shillings and six pence 
for every man you inlist, who shall be past, on inspection, 
as effective, besides the subsist money mentioned tefore, 
and your pay. 

10. You will furnish the subalterns of your Company 
with a copy of these instructions, who are to exert them- 
selves in recruiting. 

By order : G. Duvall, Clerk. 
To , Captain of the 

That all non-Commissioned Officers and Privates of 
the said Battalion, Independent Companies, and Compa- 
nies of Artillery and Marines, be inlisted by their volun- 
tarily subscribing an engagement in the following words, 
to wit: " We, whose names are hereto subscribed, do vo- 
luntarily inlist ourselves Soldiers, (or Matrosses, or in the 
Marines, as the case may happen to be.) to serve as such 
during the present dispute between Great Britain and 
America, unless sooner discharged by order of the Con- 
vention, or Council of Safety, of Maryland, for the time 
being, hereby subjecting ourselves to such rules and regu- 
lations as are or shall be made by the Convention of Ma- 
ryland for regulating and governing the forces in the pay 
of this Province. Witness our hands." ^ 

That all non-Commissioned Seamen and Landsmen, re- 
tained in the pay of this Province for the Naval service, 
shall be entered by their voluntarily subscribing the fol- 
lowing engagement, to wit : " We, whose names are 
subscribed, do voluntarily enter ourselves as Seamen, (or 
Landsmen, as the case may be,) in the naval service of the 
Province of Maryland, for the full term of six months next 
following, unless sooner discharged by order of the Con- 
vention, or Council of Safety, of Maryland, or by the cap- 
tain or other chief officer of the ship or vessel in which 
we may be employed ; hereby subjecting ourselves to such 
rules and regulations as are or shall be made by the Con- 
vention of this Province for regulating and governing the 
forces in the pay thereof. Witness our hands, the dates 
affixed to our names, respectively." 

That one month's pay be advanced to each person who 
shall be so inlisted or entered as aforesaid, and that, over 
and above the pay of the non-Commissioned Officers and 
Privates of the Battalion, Independent Companies, and 
Companies of Artillery and Marines, each of them be 
yearly found and allowed, at the expense of this Province, 
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a new hat, short coat, waistcoat, pair of breeches, and 
hunting-shirt ; and out of their pay there may be reasonable 
stoppages for necessary shirts, shoes, and stockings. 

That the uniform of the Land Forces and Marines be 
hunting-shirts; the hunting-shirts of the Marines to be 
blue, and those of the Land Forces to be of other colours. 

That the ordinary stations of the said Land Forces be as 
follow : 

That five Companies of the said Battalion, together with 
the Company of Light Infantry, be stationed at the City 
of Annapolis, and the other three Companies thereof at 
Baltimore town. 

That five Companies of the troops, to consist of one 
hundred men each, be allotted for the Eastern Shore. 

That one Company thereof be stationed in Worcester 
County ; one Company thereof in Somerset County ; one 
Company thereof in Dorchester County ; one Company 
thereof in Talbot County ; and that one-half of the re- 
maining Company thereof be stationed in Queen Anne's 
County, and the other half in Kent County. 

That one Company of the remainder of the said troops, 
to consist of one hundred men each, be stationed in St. 
Mary's County ; and that one-half of the other Company 
be stationed in Calvert County, and the other half in 
Charles County. 

One Company of Artillery at the City of Annapolis, 
and, the other at Baltimore town. 

But the Council of Safety may, in their discretion, more 
particularly point out the stations of any of the said Inde- 
pendent Companies or Companies of Artillery; or may, 
from time to time, order any of the said Companies to 
change their stations with each other ; or, in case of urgent 
necessity, may change the stations of, or order any of 
the forces in the pay of this Province to join and act 
together, or order any part of the said forces to the relief 
or assistance of the Colony of Virginia, the three lower 
Counties on Delaware, or Province of Pennsylvania ; the 
said Council of Safety, in the recess of Convention, having 
the supreme direction of the said troops. 

That the Council of Safety contract for supplying the 
rations for the said Land Forces on the best terms, the con- 
tractors giving good and sufficient security to comply with 
their contracts. 

That every Field and Commissioned Officer in the Land 
Forces shall, within one month after the acceptance of his 
commission, and before he shall receive any pay as an 
Officer, before some one of the Council of Safely, or some 
Justice of the Peace, take and subscribe an oath, which 
shall be endorsed and certified on the back of his commis- 
sion, in the following words, to wit : " I, A. B., do swear, 
that I will well and truly execute my office according to 
the within commission, and the trust reposed in me, accord- 
ing to the best of my power and ability ; and that I will 
disband and lay down my arms whenever I shall be or- 
dered so to do by the Convention of Maryland for the 
time being, or any authority derived under it. So help 
me God." 

That the Council of Safety, or any one member thereof, 
on the application of any person who is detained as having 
entered or been inlisted as aforesaid in the service of this 
Province, or on the application of any person in his be- 
half, within twenty days after his having been detained as 
aforesaid, may and shall, with all convenient speed, inquire 
and examine into the manner of such entering or inlist- 
ment ; and, if it shall appear that such person did not 
enter or inlist voluntarily, or was fraudulently induced to 
enter or inlist, then the Council of Safety, or such mem- 
ber thereof as aforesaid, shall discharge such person. 

That such of the said forces as the said Council of Safety 
shall approve, be armed with rifles, and the residue of them 
be armed and accoutred, as soldiers are usually armed and 
accoutred, with the publick arms already belonging to this 
Province, and arms to be provided at the publick expense, 
as soon as they can be procured; and, in the mean time, 
such who cannot be provided with publick arms may use 
their own fire-locks; and every man who shall find his 
own rifle shall be allowed, at the rate of twenty shillings 
by the year, for the use thereof; and those who shall find 
other fire-locks for their own use shall be allowed, each, at 
the rate of fifteen shillings per year, for the use of such 
fire-locks. 



That, if any officer or soldier of the Regular Forces, Mi- 
nute-Men, or Militia, in the service of this Province, shall 
lose a limb, or be otherwise maimed or hurt, so as to be 
rendered incapable of earning a livelihood, this Province 
will make provision for the comfortable support of such 
officer or soldier. 

That such sums of money, as may be necessary to pro- 
vide houses for the said troops during the winter season, 
be, by the permission and allowance of the Council of 
Safety, advanced, out of the Treasuries of the respective 
Shores on which such troops are stationed, by the com- 
manding officer of the said Battalion and Captains of the 
said Independent Companies, to be by them, respectively, 
laid out in providing the said houses. 

That the said Treasurers, respectively, keep account of 
such moneys, charging the said City of Annapolis, Town 
of Baltimore, and Counties aforesaid, with the sums of 
money respectively advanced for the purposes aforesaid ; 
which sums of money shall, hereafter, be assessed upon the 
said City, Town, and Counties, to which the same are, re- 
spectively, advanced, above the proportion of the said City, 
Town, and Counties, in the general tax. 

That such bedding, and covering, and fuel, as the Coun- 
cil of Safety shall judge fit and proper, be provided for the 
said troops, at the Provincial expense. 

That proper tents and camp utensils be prodded by the 
Council of Safety for the said troops, at the expense of 
this Province, the said tents to be used as soon as the sea- 
son will permit. 

Mr. Johnson brings in and delivers to Mr. President a 
Report from the Committee appointed to report Rules and 
Regulations for the government of the Forces to be raised 
in this Province ; which was read, and considered, and 
agreed to, as follows : 

Rules for regulating and governing the Forces to be raised 
and employed in the service of the Province of Mary- 
land. 

for the land forces. 

Art. 1. It is earnestly recommended to all officers and 
soldiers to attend Divine service, when their situation will 
permit ; and all officers and soldiers who shall behave irre- 
verently at any place of Divine worship, shall, if commis- 
sioned officers, be brought before a Court-Martial. there to 
be publickly and severely reprimanded by the President ; 
if a non-commissioned officer or soldier shall so offend, he 
shall, for the first offence, forfeit one day's pay, and for the 
second, and every after offence, he shall not only forfeit the 
like sum, but be confined for any time not exceeding twen- 
ty-four hours. 

2. Whatever commissioned or non-commissioned officer 
or soldier shall use any profane oath or execration, shall 
incur the penalties expressed in the preceding article. And 
whatsoever commissioned or non-commissioned officer or 
soldier shall practise any species of gaming, shall pay such 
fine or suffer such punishment as may be adjudged. 

3. Any officer or soldier who shall behave himself with 
contempt or disrespect towards the Colonel or other chief 
officer of the land forces in the pay of this Province, or 
shall speak false words, tending to his hurt or dishonour, 
shall be punished according to the nature and degree of 
his offence. 

4. Any officer or soldier who shall utter any words 
tending to raise a mutiny, or shall endeavour to cause any 
mutiny or make any mutinous assemblies, shall be pu- 
nished according to the nature and degree of his offence. 

5. Any officer or soldier who shall excite, cause, or join 
in, any actual mutiny in the battalion, or in any company 
in the pay of this Province, or in any party, post, detach- 
ment, or guard, shall suffer death, or such other punish- 
ment as may be adjudged. 

6. Any officer or soldier who, being present at a mu- 
tiny, does not use his utmost endeavours to suppress the 
same, or, coming to the knowledge of any mutiny or in- 
tended mutiny, does not, without delay, give information 
thereof to his commanding or some superior officer, shall be 
punished according to the nature and degree of his offence. 

7. Any officer or soldier who shall strike his superior 
officer, or draw, or offer to draw, or shall lift up any wea- 
pon, or offer any violence against him, being in the execu- 
tion of his office, or shall disobey any lawful commands of 
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his superior officer, shall suffer such punishment as shall 
be adjudged. 

8. Any officer or soldier who shall desert to the enemy, 
and afterwards be retaken, shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as may be adjudged. , 

9. Any non-commissioned officer or soldier who shall 
desert, or, without leave from his commanding officer, ab- 
sent himself from the company to which he belongs, or 
from any detachment of which he is one, shall be punished 
according to the nature of his offence. 

10. Whatsoever officer or soldier shall be convicted 
of having advised or persuaded any other officer or sol- 
dier to desert, shall suffer such punishment as shall b_e ad- 
judged. 

11. All officers, of what condition soever, shall have 
power to part and quell all quarrels, frays, and disorders, 
and order offenders to be arrested and confined till their 
proper superior officer shall be acquainted therewith ; and 
whosoever shall refuse to obey such officer, (though of an 
inferior rank,) or shall draw his sword upon him, shall be 
punished according to the nature of his offence. 

12. No officer or soldier shall use any reproachful or 
provoking speeches or gestures to another, nor shall pre- 
sume to send a challenge to any person to fight a duel ; and 
whosoever shall, knowingly or willingly, suffer any person 
whatsoever to go forth to fight a duel, or shall second, 
promote, or carry any challenge, shall be deemed a princi- 
pal ; and whatsoever officer or soldier shall upbraid another 
for refusing a challenge, shall, also, be considered as a 
challenger; and all such offenders, in any of these or such 
like cases, shall be punished according to the nature of his 
offence. 

13. Any officer commanding in quarters, or on a march, 
shall keep good order, and to the utmost of his power re- 
dress all such abuses or disorders which may be committed 
by any officer or soldier under his command ; if upon any 
complaint made to him of officers or soldiers beating, or 
otherwise ill-treating, any person, or of committing any 
kind of riot, to the disquieting of the inhabitants, the 
said commander who shall refuse or omit to see justice 
done on the offender or offenders, and reparation made to 
the party or parties injured, as far as the offender's wages 
will enable him or them, shall, upon due proof thereof, be 
punished in such manner as if he, himself, had committed 
the crimes or disorders complained of. 

14. If any officer or soldier should think himself wronged 
by his Captain or commanding officer, and shall, upon ap- 
plication to him, be refused redress, he may complain to 
the Colonel or commanding officer of the said battalion to 
obtain justice, who is hereby required to examine into the 
said complaint, and see that justice be done. 

15. Whatsoever non-commissioned officer or soldier shall 
sell, or designedly, or through neglect, waste, the ammuni- 
tion, arms, or other military stores or provisions delivered 
out to him, to be used or employed in the service, shall, if 
an officer, be reduced to a private sentinel, and if a private 
soldier, shall suffer such punishment as shall be adjudged. 

16. Any non-commissioned officer or soldier who shall 
be found one mile from his station, or the camp, without 
leave, in writing, from his commanding officer, shall suffer 
such punishment as shall be adjudged. 

17. No officer or soldier shall be out of his quarters or 
camp without leave from the commanding officer, upon 
penalty of being punished according to the nature of his 
offence. 

18. Every non-commissioned officer and soldier shall 
repair to his quarters or tent at the beating of the retreat, 
in default of which he shall be punished according to the 
nature of his offence. 

19. No officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier, 
shall fail of repairing, at the time fixed, to the place of pa- 
rade or exercise, or other rendezvous appointed by the 
commanding officer, if not prevented by sickness or some 
other necessity, or shall go from the said place of rendez- 
vous, or from his guard, without leave from his command- 
ing officer, before he shall be regularly dismissed or re- 
lieved, on penalty of being punished according to the 
nature of his offence. 

20. Whatsoever commissioned officer shall be found 
drunk on his guard, party, or other duty under arms, shall 
be cashiered for it ; any non-commissioned officer or sol- 



dier so offending, shall suffer such punishment as shall be 
adjudged. 

21. Whatsoever sentinel shall be found sleeping upon 
his post, or shall leave it before he shall be regularly 
relieved, shall suffer such punishment as shall be adjudg- 
ed. 

22. Any person belonging to the Provincial forces, who, 
by discharging of fire-arms, beating of drums, or by any 
other means, whatsoever, shall occasion false alarms in 
camp or quarters, shall suffer such punishment as shall be 
adjudged. 

23. Any officer or soldier who shall, without urgent 
necessity, or without leave of his superior officer, quit his 
platoon or division, shall be punished according to the 
nature of his offence. 

24. No officer or soldier shall do violence, or offer any 
insult or abuse to any person who shall bring provisions or 
other necessaries to any camp or quarters; ariy officer or 
soldier so offending, shall suffer such punishment as shall 
be adjuciged. 

25. Whatsoever officer or soldier shall shamefully aban- 
don his post in the time of an engagement, shall suffer 
death immediately. 

26. Whatsoever officer or soldier shall shamefully aban- 
don any post committed to his charge, or shall induce any 
other persons so to do, shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as shall be adjudged. 

27. Any person of. or belonging to, the said forces, how 
shall make known the watchword to any person who is not 
entitled to receive it, according to the rules and discipline 
of war, or shall presume to give a parole or watchword 
different from what he received, shall suffer death, or such 
other punishment as shall be adjudged. 

28. Whosoever of, or belonging to, the said forces, shall 
relieve the enemy with money, victuals, or ammunition, or 
shall knowingly harbour or protect an enemy, shall suffer 
such punishment as shall be adjudged. 

29. Whosoever of, or belonging to, the said forces, shall 
be convicted of holding a treacherous correspondence with, 
or of giving intelligence to, the enemy, either directly or 
indirectly, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as 
shall be adjudged. 

30. If any officer or soldier shall leave his post or co- 
lours, at the time of an engagement, to go in search of 
plunder, he shall suffer such punishment as may be ad- 
judged. 

31. If any commander of any post, intrenchment, or 
fortress, shall be compelled by the officers or soldiers under 
his command to surrender it to the enemy, or abandon it, 
the offenders shall suffer death, or such other punishment 
as may be adjudged. 

32. If any person shall use menacing words, signs or 
gestures, in the presence of any Court-Martial, when sit- 
ting, or shall cause any disorder or riot, so as to disturb their 
proceedings, he shall be punished at the discretion of such 
Court-Martial. 

33. To the end that offenders may be brought to justice, 
whenever any officer or soldier shall commit a crime de- 
serving punishment, he shall, by his commanding officer, 
if an officer, be put in arrest; if a non-commissioned offi- 
cer or soldier, be imprisoned till he shall be either tried 
by a Court-Martial, or shall be lawfully discharged by pro- 
per authority. 

- 34. No officer or soldier, who shall be put in arrest or 
imprisonment, shall continue in his confinement more than 
eight days, or till such time as a Court-Martial can be con- 
veniently assembled." 

35. No officer commanding a guard, or provost martial, 
shall refuse to receive or keep any prisoner delivered into 
his charge by an officer belonging to the said forces; the 
officer, at the same time, delivering an accusation signed 
by himself, of the crime with which the said prisoner is 
charged. 

36. No officer commanding a guard, or provost martial, 
shall presume to release any prisoner committed to his 
charge, without proper authority for so doing; nor shall he 
suffer any prisoner to escape, on the penalty of being pu- 
nished for it as may be adjudged. 

37. Every officer or provost martial, to whose charge 
any prisoner shall be committed, is hereby required, with- 
in twenty-four hours after such commitment, or as soon as 
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4ie shall bej-elieved from his guard, to give, in writing, to 
the Colonel, or commanding officer of the prisoner, his 
name and crime, and the name of the officer who commit- 
ted him, on the penalty of being punished for his neglect 
asrr&y be adjudged. 

38. Whatsoever commissioned officer shall leave his con- 
finement before he is set at liberty by the officer who con- 
fined him, or by a superior power, shall be cashiered for it. 

39. Whatsoever commissioned officer shall behave in a 
scandalous, infamous manner, such as is unbecoming the 
character of an officer and gentleman, shall be discharged 
from the service. 

40. The officer commanding the said battalion, and every 
officer commanding a company not of the said battalion, 
shall, upon notice given to him by the Commissary of Mus- 
ters, assemble the battalion or company, under his command, 
in the next convenient place for their being mustered, 
which shall be done of the said battalion once in six weeks 
at least, and of the said other forces once in ten weeks at 
least. 

41. Every Field-Officer, or other officer, commanding 
any corps, and actually residing with it, may give furloughs 
to officers and soldiers of his corps, as he shall judge to be 
most consistent with the good of the service ; but no offi- 
cer or soldier shall be absent above twenty days in six 
months; nor shall more than one officer and two private 
men be absent at the same time from any one company, 
excepting some extraordinary occasion shall require it. 

42. At every muster, the commanding officer of the said 
battalion then present, or the captain or commanding offi- 
cer of the said companies, not of the battalion then present, 
shall give to the Commissary of Musters certificates of the 
musters signed by himself, signifying how long such officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and soldiers, who shall not ap- 
pear at the said muster, have been absent, and the reason 
of their absence, which reason, and the time of absence 
shall be inserted in the muster-rolls, opposite to the re- 
spective names of such absentees; and the said certificate, 
together with the muster-roll, shall be, by the said Com- 
missary, transmitted to the Council of Safety within twen- 
ty days next after such muster being taken, on failure 
whereof, the Commissary so offending shall be discharged 
from the service. 

43. Every officer, who shall sign a false certificate re- 
lating to the absence of officers, or non-commissioned offi- 
cers, or private soldiers, shall be cashiered. 

44. Every officer who shall knowingly make a false 
muster of any man, and any officer or Commissary, who 
shall sign, allow or return the muster-rol.ls wherein such 
false muster is contained, knowing the falsity thereof, shall 
be cashiered, and forfeit all such pay as may be due to him 
at the time of his conviction of such offence. 

45. Any Commissary, who shall take any gift or gratuity, 
on the false mustering of the said battalion, or any compa- 
ny, or for signing any muster-roll, shall be displaced, and 
forfeit his pay, as in the preceding article. 

46. Any officer, who shall presume to muster any per- 
son as a soldier, who at other times is accustomed to wear 
a livery, or who does not actually do his duty as a soldier, 
shall be deemed guilty of having made a false muster, and 
suffer accordingly. 

47. The commanding officer of every corps, or of any 
garrison in the service aforesaid, or at any station of any of 
the said forces shall, in the beginning of every month, 
transmit to the Council of Safety an exact return of the 
state of the troops under his command, specifying the 
names of the officers not then residing at their posts, and 
the reason for, and time of, their absence. And whoever 
shall, through neglect or design, omit sending such returns, 
shall be punished as may be adjudged. 

48. No person shall be allowed to suttle at any camp or 
station, or to any party or detachment of the said forces, 
before he shall have obtained a license from the command- 
ing officer thereof, and shall also have subscribed these 
Rules. 

49. No sutler shall be permitted to sell any kind of 
liquor, or victual, or to keep his house or shop open, for the 
entertainment of soldiers, after nine o'clock at night, or 
before beating the reveilles, or upon Sundays, between the 
hours of ten and one o'clock, on penalty of being dismiss- 
ed from all future guttling. 



50. No officer commanding in any camp, garrison, 
fort, or station, shall lay any duty or imposition upon, or 
be interested in the sale of any victuals, liquors, or other 
necessaries of life, or merchandise which are brought or 
offered for sale for the use of the soldiers, nor shall re- 
ceive or have any gratuity or reward for any license to any 
sutler, on penalty of being discharged from the service. 

51. Any commissioned officer who shall be guilty of any 
fraud or embezzlement, shall forfeit all his pay due at the 
time of his conviction, make restitution, and be discharged 
from the service. 

52. Any non-commissioned officer or soldier, who shall 
embezzle or destroy ammunition, provisions, tools, or any 
other thing belonging to the publick stores, shall be pu- 
nished as may be adjudged. 

53. Any officer or soldier, who shall wilfully, or through 
negligence, disobey any general or special orders, shall be 
punished as may be adjudged. 

54. That no General Court-Martial shall consist of a less 
number than thirteen, none of whom shall be of a less de-» 
gree than a commissioned officer, and the President shall 
be a Field-Officer; which General Court-Martial shall be 
appointed, when and as often as occasion shall require, by 
the Council of Safety, or the Colonel or commanding offi- 
cer of the said battalion ; and the President shall adminis- 
ter an oath to the other members of the same Court, and 
the member next in rank to the President shall administer 
an oath to him, before the said Court shall proceed to de- 1 
termine or hear any case, in the words following, to wit : 
" You, A. B., do swear, that you will well and truly try, 
and impartially determine the cause of the prisoner now to 
be tried, according to the rules for regulating and governing 
the forces in the service of this Province. So help you 
God." Provided, That when any person is to be tried 
for his life, the Council of Safety shall appoint twenty-four 
members at least, two of which to be Field-Officers, and ten 
at least to be Captains, out of a list of whom the offender 
may strike all above the number of fifteen, leaving at least 
one Field-Officer and five Captains ; and sentence of death 
shall not be pronounced, unless twelve of the Court-Mar- 
tial concur in such sentence. 

55. That no Inferior Court-Martial shall consist of a 
less number than five commissioned officers, unless in such 
cases where that number cannot be conveniently assembled, 
when three shall be sufficient ; but no person on or anainst 
whom the offence is alleged to have been committed, shall 
be a member of any Court-Martial for the trial thereof; 
and in such cases where three, for that reason, cannot bo 
had of the same corps, garrison, party, or station, of the 
offender, then with those who are competent of that corps, 
garrison, party, or station, and the next most convenient 
thereto; such Inferior Court-Martial shall be constituted 
of five members at least. 

56. That all Inferior Court-Martials shall be appointed 
by the Colonel or commanding officer of the battalion, 
corps, garrison, parly, or station, to which the offender be- 
longs, and the members thereof shall take the same oath, 
to be administered in like manner as the members of a Ge- 
neral Court-Martial, 

57. That every Court-Martial administer an oath to 
every witness produced before them in the following words, 
to wit : " You do swear, that the evidence you shall give 
in the case in hearing, shall be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth. So help you God." 

58. That the members of every Court-Martial shall take 
the same rank as they hold in the Army, and shall behave 
themselves with calmness, decency, and moderation, and, 
in giving in their votes, shall begin with the lowest in com- 
mission ; and the sentence of the Court shall be given ac- 
cording to the majority of votes, except in capital cases, as 
before mentioned. 

59. That in all trials of Field-Officers, two-thirds of the 
number that constitute the Court-Martial shall be of the 
degree of a Captain at least. 

60. That no person shall suffer death under any article, 
unless the pain of death is expressly annexed by such article 
to his crime, nor shall any person be punished for any crime 
or offence, except for shamefully abandoning his post in an 
engagement, until he shall be convicted thereof by a Ge- 
neral or Inferior Court-Martial. 

61. That no Inferior Court-Martial shall be competent 
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to pass sentence for any greater punishment on a commis- nies as have not good arms of their own ; and if there shall 

sioned officer, than a pecuniary fine, not exceeding twelve not be sufficient of the publick anus in the possession of the 

dollars, or reprimand, or concession, or to ask pardon ; or on said Committee, then it is earnestly recommended to the 

a non-commissioned officer or soldier for a greater punish- Committees of Observation for the said Counties of Dor- 

ment, than a pecuniary fine, not exceeding half a month's Chester, Queen Anne's, and if«tf, andof the adjacent Coun- 

pay, or for five days' close imprisonment, or for whipping ties, to borrow such arms from the inhabitants of the said 

on the bare back not exceeding fifteen lashes. Counties as may be necessary to arm the said companies; 

62. That in all cases where the sentence is discretionary, which arms, so borrowed, shall be valued, and a receipt 

no General Court-Martial shall adjudge the offender, if a passed therefor, to the end that the owners may be paid for 

commissioned officer, to suffer any greater punishment than the same by this Province, in case the said arms be not re- 

a fine or forfeiture of his pay to the amount often pounds, turned in good order; and it is recommended to the said 

to make proper concessions, or to ask pardon, to be repri- inhabitants, to lend such spare arms, as they have, and may 

manded or cashiered, or discharged from the service ; or if be necessary for the service aforesaid, 
the offender be a non-commissioned officer or private, a That the said companies be relieved at the end of eight 

forfeiture of his pay for one month, or a fine to the value weeks, at furthest, from their arrival at their station, and be 

thereof, close imprisonment not exceeding ten days, or entitled to the same pay and rations as troops in the Con- 

Whipping with thirty-nine lashes on the bare back, and tinental Army. 



drumming out of the company. 

63. No sentence of death shall be executed on any 
offender before the proceedings shall be certified to, and 
approved by, the Council of Safety, who may, in their 
discretion, pardon the offender; nor shall any sentence 
of a General or Inferior Court-Martial for whipping, be 
executed before the same shall be made known to, and ap- 
proved by, the commanding officer of the battalion, corps, 
garrison, or station, to which the offender belongs, and 
such commanding officer may, in his discretion, remit such 
punishment. 

64. All fines shall be paid into the hands of such per- 
sons as shall be directed by the Court-Martial that set the 
same, and shall be applied to the relief of the sick of the 
company to which the offender belongs. 

65. That these Rules shall be openly and distinctly read 
at the head of every corps, garrison, company, or part of a 
■company, stationed at any one place, once at least, in every 
month, under the penalty of twenty pounds on the officer 



That one hundred Pounds be advanced to the Captain 
of each of the said companies, out of the Treasury on the 
Eastern Shore, to be applied to defray the necessary expen- 
ses of the march of their companies, and that exact accounts 
be rendered of the expenditure of all moneys by the Cap- 
tains and Commissary. 

That the said Commissary, for his trouble, be entitled to 
the pay of forty dollars per calendar month. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Captains of the Inde- 
pendent Companies, or other officers commanding such In- 
dependent Companies, or any part thereof, respectively, do, 
as occasions may require, apply to some adjacent Surgeon 
or Physician, to attend any sick or wounded soldier under 
his command ; and that such Surgeon's or Physician's rea- 
sonable account for such attendance, and for medicines 
found and administered by him, be allowed and paid by the 
publick. 

That necessary fuel be found for the said forces in the ser- 
vice of this Province, at the expense thereof, as may be 



commanding such corps, garrison, company, or part of a ordered by the Council of Safety 



company 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Monday, January 15, 177G. 

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday. 
The Proceedings of yesterday were read. 

Ordered, That Mr. Richard Ridgely qualify himself as 
Clerk Assistant to the Convention, by taking the oath of 
office and secrecy, as directed to be taken by the Clerk. 

A Certificate of said Ridgely' s qualification was pro- 
duced and filed. 

Resolved, That this Convention is willing and desirous 
to contribute all the assistance in their power to the relief 
of their sister Colonies ; and as this Convention is informed 
that the Counties of Accomack and Northampton are in 
need of assistance, 

Resolved, That the Minute Company in Dorchester 
County, commanded by Captain Joseph Robson, and the 
Minute Company in Queen Anne's County, commanded 
by Captain James Kent, and the Minute Company in Kent 
County, commanded by Captain William Henry, immedi- 
ately march to Accomack and Northampton Counties, in 
Virginia, to the assistance of the inhabitants there ; and 
that if any of the men belonging to either of the said com- 
panies cannot go on this occasion, then the full number to 
be made up by such volunteers as may offer for this par- 
ticular service. 



Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met. Mr. Tyler 'and Mr. 
Sim appeared in the House. 

On motion, -Resolved, That the powers and authorities 
of the Deputies of this Province in Congress, have con- 
tinuance until the end of the next session of Convention, 
and no longer, unless otherwise resolved, in this or the said 
next session of Convention, any thing in the Resolves of 
this or the last Convention, or any of them, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Resolved, That the Officers of the Militia rank in the fol- 
lowing manner to wit: Brigadiers-General, Colonels, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels, First Majors, Second Majors, Captains, 
First Lieutenants, Second Lieutenants, Ensigns; the Bri- 
gadiers-General as to each other, first, second, third, fourth, 
and fifth, according to their numbers; the other Officers as 
to others holding like Commissions, according to the num- 
ber of the Battalion to which they belong ; and if they should 
not belong to any Battalion, then next after the Officers hold- 
ing in Battalions the like Commissions as themselves, and, 
as to each other, according to the number of the first Bat- 
talion in their respective County. But after the places in 
the Militia now enrolled shall have been once filled up, and 
the Officers shall have accepted their Commission.s, on the 
filling up any places that may again become vacant, such 
Officers, as shall be thereafter appointed to such places, shall 
hold rank, amongst others of the same degree as themselves, 



That each private be allowed for his subsistence on his according to the dates of their respective Commissions only; 



march, one-sixth part of a dollar per day, and the officers 
in proportion. 

That Yelverton Peyton Probart be appointed Commis- 
sary, to provide subsistence for the said companies whilst on 
their station, and that seven hundred Pounds, common mo- 
ney be paid into his hands by the Treasurer of the Eas- 
tern Shore, to be applied for that purpose, he giving bond, 
payable to the President, in the penalty of twelve hundred 
pounds, current money, conditioned for the faithful expen- 
diture of the same, and rendering an account and payment 
of the balance, if any, thereof. 

That the Committee of Observation for Kent County, 
furnish such of the publick arms in their possession as may 
be necessary to arm such men of the said. Minute Compa- 
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and all Battalions to be hereafter formed, shall be numbered 
by the successive numbers following the last number of those 
already formed, or allowed, by this Convention, according to 
the time of issuing the Commission to the respective Col- 
onel. 

That the Officers of the Militia hold no rank with those 
of the Regular Forces, unless at, and during such times as 
they act together, and (hat when they do act together, they 
rank in the following order: Field-Officers of the Regular 
Troops Brigadiers-General and First Colonels of the Mi- 
litia ; Captains of the Regular Troops, Lieutenant-Colonels 
and Majors of Militia ; Lieutenants of the Regular Troops, 
Captains and Lieutenants of Militia ; Ensigns of Regular 
Troops, Ensigns of Militia. The Officers of Minute-Men 
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to rank next above the Officers holding the like Commis- 
sions in the Militia. 

That any part of the Militia in actual service, during the 
time of their actual service only, shall be subject to the 
Rules made by this Convention, for regulating and govern- 
ing the Forces to be raised and employed in the service of 
this Province, and shall be entitled to the same pay and 
rations as the Regular Forces, and no more ; but General and 
Inferior Court-Martials shall be composed of Militia Offi- 
cers only, and the punishment of whipping shall not be 
adjudged against, or inflicted on, any man serving in the 
Militia. 

Mr. Joseph Dashiett has leave of absence. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Tuesday, January 16, 1776. 
Convention met. AH Members present as on yester- 
day. The Proceedings of yesterday were read. 

A Petition from a number of the Inhabitants of the City 
of Annapolis was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, Resolved, That where any person, or per- 
sons, chosen, or to be chosen, of the Committee of Obser- 
vation for any County or District, shall refuse to act, if the 
number so refusing to act in any one County or District, shall 
not at one and the same time exceed one-fourth part of the 
whole number of the said Committee, any part of the resi- 
due of the same Committee, not less than two-third parts 
of the same residue, met together after notice, may elect one 
other of the most discreet freemen of the said County or 
District, to be of the Committee in the stead of each per- 
son so refusing to act; and the place of any person dying 
may be filled up in like manner; and the same rule shall 
also be observed, where any member of a Committee of 
Observation shall, in writing under his hand, decline to act, 
or shall be disqualified by the acceptance of a commission 
in the Regular Forces ; but in case the vacancies shall, at one 
and the same time, exceed the said one-fourth part, then a 
majority of those who remain of the same Committee, met 
together, may appoint, and give ten days' notice at least, 
by advertisements set up in the most publick places of the 
County or District, as the case may be, of the election of 
Committee-Men in the stead of those whose places shall be 
so vacant, and the election shall be made accordingly, by 
those who are qualified to vole for Committee-Men, in the 
presence of three, at least, of the same Committee. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Meridiem. — Convention met. 

On motion, Resolved, That two hundred and forty 
copies of the Association, ordered by the last Convention 
to be tendered to and subscribed by the freemen of this 
Province, be forthwith printed ; and that forty of the said 
copies be sent to the Committee of Observation for Balti- 
more County, forty of the said copies to the Committee of 
Observation for the Upper District of Frederick County, 
and the residue of them in equal proportions to the Com- 
mittees of the several Counties ; and the Committees afore- 
said, of Baltimore County and the Upper District of Frede- 
rick County, shall cause the said Association to be tender- 
ed, on or before the first day of April next, to every free- 
man in the Hundreds of their County and District, respec- 
tively, where the said Association hath not been already 
generally tendered to the said freemen, to be subscribed by 
them, according to the Resolutions of the late Convention ; 
and every person who shall not sign the said Association at 
the time of tendering the same to him, or within ten days 
thereafter, shall be in the same condition as if the same had 
been tendered to hirn according to the said former Resolu- 
tions, and he had refused or neglected to have subscribed 
the same ; and the Committee of Observation for each 
County shall leave one or more of the Association Papers 
in the custody of some person, or persons, to be by them, 
respectively, appointed, at some house in their County 
town, and also at Georgetown and Hagerstoum, in Frede- 
rick County, and shall give publick notice thereof by adver- 
tisements, so that such of the freemen of this Province, 
who have not done so already, may subscribe the same. 

That every freeman within this Province who hath not 



already, nor before the eleventh day of April next, shall 
have subscribed the Association aforesaid, shall within five 
days after the said last mentioned day, deliver up to the 
Committee of Observation for his County, all his fire-arms, 
if he hath any, except pistols ; and every person who shall 
neglect to do the same, may be disarmed by order of the 
Committee of Observation for his County, in like manner 
as those v/ho ought to enroll in the Militia and refuse to do 
so, and the arms of the non-Associators shall, and may be, 
disposed of in the same manner as the arms of those who 
refuse to enroll in the Militia ; and, moreover, the Commit- 
tee of Observation of each County in this Province, may, 
in their discretion, award and order any freeman of this 
Province, not associating as aforesaid, found within their 
Countv, whether such freeman be a resident of their 
County or not, to enter into bond with good and sufficient 
security, in such penalty as they may think fit, payable to 
the President of the Convention, for the time being, by 
name, conditioned, that if such non-Associator shall be- 
have himself peaceably and quietly in the present unhappy 
contest between Great Britain and the Colonies ; that he 
shall not directly or indirectly betray or give intelligence to 
the enemy of any councils or preparations of the Congress, 
or any Convention or Assembly, or Council or Committee 
of Safely of this or any other Province or Colony ; and 
that he shall not directly or indirectly correspond, by let- 
ter, message, or otherwise, during the said contest, with 
any British Minister, Secretary of State, Member of Par- 
liament, or any person out of this Province, holding an 
office, civil, or military, immediately under the Crown, or 
with any other person in arms against these Colonies, 
knowing such person to be in arms, then the above obliga- 
tion to be void. But if any such non-Associator shall 
choose to quit this Province and go beyond sea, then the 
Committee of Observation of the County to which he be- 
longs, may, and is hereby empowered to grant him a pass- 
port to leave this country in peace, and go beyond the sea, 
carrying with him his property, or any part thereof; and 
any person refusing to sign the said Association, and to 
give bond as aforesaid, and continuing to reside within this 
Province, may be imprisoned by the Committee of Obser- 
vation of the County in which such non-Associator resides 
or may be found, until the Convention then next after such 
imprisonment shall have taken order therein. And in 
case any non-Associator shall quit this country and leave 
an Estate in this Province, such Estate shall be burdened 
with a proportionate part of the expense incurred by this 
Province in defence of American liberty; but these Reso- 
lutions are not to extend to the household of His Excel- 
lency the Governour. All which Association Papers that 
shall be subscribed as aforesaid, as well as a list of the 
names of all those who shall refuse or neglect to subscribe 
the same, and all original bonds taken as aforesaid, shall 
be returned to the next Convention. Provided, That 
where any person hath not, nor shall actually refuse to 
subscribe the Association, but shall only have neglected to 
subscribe the same, if he doth afterwards sign the same 
before the Committee of Observation of his County, he 
shall not be disarmed for his neglect, nor compellable to 
give any such bond as before mentioned. 

On motion, Resolved, That where there are any Com- 
panies of Militia in the several Counties, whieh are left out 
of their Battalions already formed, or where there may be 
any surplus Companies in the several Counties, after form- 
ing the Militia into Battalions, as directed by the last Con- 
vention, the Brigadier-General of the District may, at his 
discretion, form the said Companies into Corps, and return 
the same to the Council of Safety, who may appoint and 
commission such Field-Officers as may by them be judged 
proper and necessary to command such corps. 

The following Report was taken into consideration : 
The Committee appointed to consider the truth of the 
facts set forth in a Memorial from the Justices of Balti- 
more County Court, and report their opinion thereon, 

Do Report, That the uneasiness in the minds of many 
of the Inhabitants of Baltimore County, arises from the 
uncommon increase of Taxes therein, extraordinary assess- 
ments being made for the erecting publick Buildings and 
Bridges, clearing, straightening, opening, grubbing, and 
stoning Roads, and paying their proportion towards build- 
ing a Prison, Court-House, &c, in Harford County . 
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That sundry Inhabitants of Baltimore County were, and 
are averse to clearing, opening, and straightening, said 
Roads, and intended to petition the Legislative Body of 
this Province for a repeal of the law authorizing ihe same, 
or an alteration thereof, in such parts as they apprehended 
aggrieved them; but being prevented by the unhappy dis- 
putes subsisting between the Colonies and Great Britain, 
from making application for redress of such apprehended 
grievances, to the Assembly of this Province, they have 
been led into an unlawful and unwarrantable opposition to 
the collection of the publick Taxes, which the necessary 
embargo laid on our ports has tended greatly to increase. 

That a great number of the said Inhabitants have paid 
the said Taxes, and they being imposed by virtue of sundry 
sets of the Assembly, your Committee are of opinion, the 
residue of the said Inhabitants are in duty bound to pay 
those already assessed, as they clearly had it in their power 
to discharge them, the ports being open, and a price offered 
for all manner of country produce, till, the 10th of Septem- 
ber last. 

That the remainder of the said money, directed by the 
said acts of Assembly to be levied, ought, by the Justices 
of the said County, pursuant to the said acts, to be assessed ; 
but if trade and commerce should not be restored in such 
manner as to enable the people of the said County to dis- 
charge the said taxes, that the legislative authority for the 
time being ought, in such circumstances, to suspend the 
payment of the same (except such part thereof as shall be 
assessed for the paying for the building of the Poor-House 
and Inspection-House in said County,) or take order therein 
in such other way as to them shall seem most expedient. 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the Money 
appropriated for loan, to the Inhabitants of Baltimore Coun- 
ty, for clearing and opening Roads, by act of Assembly, 
and delivered out by the Commissioners for emitting bills 
of credit to the Supervisors of said Roads, or so much 
thereof as hath been unexpended, and all sums levied, or 
hereafter to be levied, on the Inhabitants of said County, 
for the purpose of repaying the same, shall be paid into the 
hands of the said Commissioners, to be by them let out 
upon interest, (except so much thereof as hath been ex- 
pended, in the same manner as by the said act they are di- 
rected to let out on interest the bills of credit of this Pro- 
vince; and that the said sum of money, so collected, or to 
be hereafter collected, of the said Inhabitants — except so 
much thereof as hath been expended) with interest thereon 
accruing, ought to be appropriated to such use of the said 
County as shall be ordered and directed by the legislative 
authority, for the time being. 

That the Supervisors of the said Roads, in said County, 
shall, respectively, render to the said Commissioners, by 
them to be laid before the legislative authority for the time 
being, a true, full, and fair account, on oath, of all moneys 
by them, respectively, laid out and expended, by virtue of 
the said act of Assembly, and to whom, and for what the 
same shall have been paid and expended. 

That the sum of money collected, or to be collected in 
said County, for the building of a Prison and Court-House 
in Harford County, Sic, ought to be paid into the hands 
of the Commissioners of Harford County, aforesaid, and 
be by them put out on interest, for the use of the same 
County, until the dispute in the same County, relative 
to the place where said Prison and Court-House, &c, 
shall be erected and built, be hereafter determined by the 
legislative authority for the time being. 

All which is submitted to the consideration of the hon- 
ourable House. 

After consideration of the same, the question was put, 
That the House concur therewith ? 
Resolved, in the affirm alive. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Wednesday, January 17, 1776. 

Convention met. All Members present, as on yester- 
day, except Mr. /. Dashiell and Mr. Ware. The Pro- 
ceedings of yesterday were read. 

On motion, Resolved, That the residue of the sum of Mo- 
ney directed by act of Assembly to be assessed and levied on 
the Inhabitants of Harford County, for building the Court- 



House, Prison, &c, be, pursuant to said act, assessed and 
levied by the Justices of said County, on the Inhabitants 
thereof; but, if trade and eommerce shall not be restored, 
so as to enable the people of said County to discharge the 
said tax, the legislative authority, for the time being, will 
suspend the payment of the same, or otherwise order there- 
in, as to them shall seem expedient. 

That the money already collected, or hereafter to be col- 
lected for the same, shall be paid into the hands of the 
Commissioners of Harford County, aforesaid, and be by 
them put out on interest for the use of said County, until 
the dispute therein, relative to the place where said Court- 
House and Prison shall be erected, be hereafter determined 
by the legislative authority for the time being. 

Ordered, That Edward Davis be discharged from fur- 
ther custody. 

On motion, Resolved, That Captain Thomas Johnson, 
Junior's, and Captain William Hyde's Company of Mili- 
tia, in the City of Annapolis, be Independent Companies, 
but subject to the same rules and regulations as the other 
Militia of this Province, where such rules and regulations 
will apply to their circumstances, as well when the said 
Companies are in actual service as otherwise. And, thaC 
Captain Richard Harwood, Junior's, William BrogderCs, 
Edward Tillard's, John Wecms's, John Steward's, John 
Deale's, and Richard Chew's Companies of Militia, in 
Anne Arundel County, compose a Battalion, any thing in 
the Resolves of the last Convention, or the Proceedings of 
the Committee of Observation for Anne Arundel County, 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

On motion, Resolved, That there be a District in Fre- 
derick County, bounded on the east by Licking Creek, to 
include all that part of the said County which lies to the 
west of the said Creek. 

That the freemen, and others, entitled to vote for Dele- 
gates in Convention, by the Resolves of the last Conven- 
tion, meet at Skiptov, in the said District, on a day to be 
appointed, and choose, by ballot, one discreet and sensible 
freeman, of the said District, to join the other Delegates 
frqm Frederick County, and vote in Conventions hereafter 
to be held for this Province. 

That the said election be held under the inspection of 
such persons as may be chosen and appointed by the free- 
men of that District for the purpose, and be conducted in 
the same manner, and under the same rules, as laid down 
by the last Convention for choosing Delegates. 

That the freemen of the said District choose fifteen dis- 
creet and sensible men, of the same District, to be a Com- 
mittee for the said District, any seven of them to act ; and 
that the election be made agreeable to the Resolves of the 
last Convention. 

On reading a second time the Petition from the Inhabi- 
tants of the City of Annapolis, 

Resolved, That the same be referred for consideration 
till the next session of Convention. 

Adjourned till three o'clock. 

Post Merediem. Convention met. 

Resolved, That this Convention do highly disapprove 
of the negligence of many of the People of this Province, 
in not paying off their levies, which ought to have been 
paid and discharged the last Summer; and much more so, 
of the combinations in some few parts of this Province, 
against the payment of levies ; such conduct evidently lead- 
ing to throw this Province into the disorder, confusion, and 
anarchy, desired by the inveterate enemies, and dreaded by 
the real friends to American liberty. 

Resolved, therefore, That this Convention will, if ne- 
cessary, aid the officers with their utmost power, in the 
collection of the levies which ought to have been paid in 
the Summer past; yet those officers are requested not to 
distrain the effects of those whose extreme poverty disables 
them from paying. 

Resolved, That the Justices of the several County 
Courts ought to assess the Inhabitants of their Counties, 
agreeable to the acts of Assembly of this Province ; but, as 
the People may not be able, if the unhappy differences 
with Great Britain should continue, to pay the whole of 
the assessments for building Court-Houses, Churches, and 
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for the like extraordinary charges, and a Convention will, 
probably, again meet before the time of payment, the legis 
lative authority, for the time being, will make further order, 
as to the payment of such assessments, as the circum- 
stances of the people may require, and the application of 
the money assessed will admit ; it being the fixed intention 
of this Convention to support order in the community, and 
ease the good people of this Province as far as possible. 

On reading the following application of John Archer and 
James Harris, of Harford County: 

"December 6, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : We are fully convinced of the publick 
utility of Factories, and would, therefore, make an overture 
to you, to undertake a Flax or Hemp Manufactory. 

(i To carry on the above branch of business to any effect, 
we should stand in need of three hundred pounds, which 
we would engage to remit in linen, of such sizes as you 
would recommend, at the following times : 

" One-third of the above sum the 1st of June next ; one- 
third more on the 1st of September ; and the remaining third 
the 1st of December, 1776. The cost we will cheerfully 
transmit therewith, and leave the price to the honourable 

Convention. ,, T . 

" John Archer, 

"James Harris. 

" To the Delegates of Harford County, now sitting in 
Convention." 

Resolved, That the sum of three hundred Pounds, out 
of the Treasury of this Province, be advanced to the said 
John Archer and James Harris, agreeable to their appli- 
cation aforesaid, on their giving bond, with good security, 
payable to the Honourable Matthew Tilghman,'Esq., Tho- 
mas Johnson, Jun., and Charles Carroll, Barrister, Es- 
quires, conditioned for the performance of the terms in the 
said application mentioned. 

Resolved, That a new election of two Representatives, 
for Charles County, in the room of William Smalhvood 
%nd Francis Ware, Esquires, a new election of one Re- 
presentative for Si. Mary's County, in the room of John 
Allen Thomas, Esq., and one in Cecil County, in the 
room of Nathaniel Ramsey, Esq., whose seats will become 
vacant on their acceptance of commissions in the Regular 
Forces of this Province, be had, as soon as conveniently 
may be, in the presence of two, or more, of the Delegates 
of those Counties, respectively; the elections to be by bal- 
lot, and in like manner as the election of Delegates is di- 
rected by Resolutions of the last Convention, ten days' 
notice, at least, excluding the day of notice and day of 
election, of the times of each of the said elections, respec- 
tively, being given, by advertisements set up in the most 
publick places in the said Counties. 

On motion, Resolved, That in all cases where judg- 
ments have been, or shall be obtained, (except in eject- 
ment, trespass, trover, replevin, detinue, real actions, ac- 
tions for words, for money, and tobacco, actually had and 
received by one person for the use of another, attachment 
under the late act of Assembly, and against non-residents, 
and actions upon Loan Office bonds,) the Creditor shall, at 
his election, have a right to demand of the Debtor a bond, 
with security, for the debt and costs of the said Judgments, 
or to lake, by fieri facias, any tobacco, wheat, or corn, (but 
no other effects,) of the Debtor, leaving to such Debtor 
sufficient to support his family; but, that no capias ad sa- 
tisfaciendum be issued, in any case, (except in the cases 
above excepted,) where the Debtor will give bond and se- 
curity, when required, as aforesaid, or where the effects, 
aforesaid, are tendered to the Creditor, at such price as may 
be setiled by the Committee of Observation for the County 
in which such Debtor resides. 

On motion, Resolved, That all Rents, other than Rents 
for Houses, may be hereafter paid, and shall be received, in 
tobacco, and other country produce, at a reasonable value, 
to be set by the Committees of Observation ; and that no 
Rents ought to be changed into money, from tobacco, and 
other country produce, in which they have been, heretofore, 
usually paid. 

t Resolved, That seven persons, four of whom residing 
opon the Western, and three upon the Eastern Shore, he 
cjipsen, by ballot, to constitute a Council of Safety, for the 
Province of Maryland, to superintend and execute the 



Resolutions of this Convention, and to promote the pru- 
dent and necessary preparations for the defence and pro- 
tection of the said Province, and to give such necessary 
assistance to the neighbouring Colonies as may, by the said 
Council be judged proper. 

That each member of the said Council of Safety be 
allowed and paid fourteen Shillings, common money, out of 
the Treasury of this Province, for every day such member 
shall sit, or be absent from home on publick business. 

That any four or more of the said Council of Safety 
convened, or the major part of them, direct and regulate 
the operations of the Regular Forces, the Minute-Men and 
Militia of this Province, and may grant all military com- 
missions, appoint and commission all Field and Com- 
mission Officers, and regulate the rank of all Military 
Officers, not appointed by this Convention, and, in the re- 
cess of Convention, call forth the Regular Forces aforesaid, 
and Minute-Men into action in any place, or places, within 
this or the neighbouring Provinces, and the Militia into 
action in any place, or places, within this Province, at such 
time and times, in such proportions, and on such occasions 
as the said Council may judge necessary, and do all such 
other matters and things for the defence, protection and 
security of this Province, and for the aid and assistance of 
the neighbouring Provinces, as they shall deem necessary 
and expedient. 

That any Officer of the said Regular Forces, Minute- 
Men, or Militia, may be suspended from the exercise of his 
commission by the said Council of Safety, and if the said 
Council of Safety shall think proper, they may displace 
any Officer, and appoint and commission another in his 
stead, and may, on the death, resignation, or removal of 
any Officer in the Regular Forces, Minute-Men, or Militia, 
appoint and commission another in his stead, and the said 
Council of Safety may fill up all vacancies in the Regular 
Troops aforesaid, Minute-Men and Militia, by whatever 
means occasioned. 

That the said Council of Safety be authorized and em- 
powered to draw out of the bills of credit emitted, or order- 
ed to be emitted by this Convention, (except such part 
thereof as is appropriated to call in and exchange the bills of 
credit emitted by the last Convention,) any sum, or sums, 
which may by them be judged necessary to carry tho 
several Resolutions of this Convention into execution, for 
paying and discharging all contracts made, or to be made, 
for, and on behalf of, this Province, and for the defence 
and protection of this Province, or for paying and defray- 
ing the expenses of any part of the said Regular Troops 
and Minute-Men, which may be ordered to any of the 
neighbouring Provinces. 

That the said Council of Safety have power and au- 
thority to arrest, and, on hearing, confine and imprison till 
the next Convention, all such persons within this Province 
as shall have been, or may be, guilty of high and dangerous 
offences, tending to disunite the people of this Province in 
their present opposition, or to destroy the liberties of Ame- 
rica ; and, also, have power and authority to hear, try and 
imprison till the end of the next Convention, or banish all 
such offenders, guilty of the offence aforesaid, as may be 
sent to them by the several Committees of Observation. 

That the said Council of Safety have full power and 
authority to pardon all offenders upon whom sentence of 
death shall _be pronounced by a Court-Martial, under the 
Rules passed by this Convention for governing the Forces 
raised, or to be raised, within this Province, for the defence 
thereof. 

That the said Council of Safety may call a meeting of 
the Convention of Maryland before the time to which it 
may be adjourned, and that any two Members may call a 
meeting of the said Council of Safety. 

That the said Council of Safety may draw upon the 
Treasuries of the Western and Eastern Shores for all 
charges and expenses incurred in the execution of their 
office. 

That the said Council of Safety sit constantly, if the ser- 
vice requires it, and that their ordinary sessions be held at 
the City of Annapolis or Baltimore Town, but the place of 
sitting may be changed, at the discretion of the said Coun- 
cil, to any other part of the Province, where the publick 
service may require it. 

That every Member of the said Council of Safety, be- 
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fore he enters on the execution of his office, take, before 
some Justice of the Peace, the following oath, to wit : 
" You, A. B., do swear, that any matter or thing which 
shall come to your knowledge as a Member of the Council 
of Safety, which is ordered to be kept secret by a majority 
of the said Council of Safety, you will not divulge, unless 
to the Deputies in Congress for this Province,' with the 
permission of the said Council of Safety, or to a Conven- 
tion of Delegates, or Member of the said Council of Safety, 
or with the permission of the said Council of Safety or Con- 
vention. So help you God." And that the Clerk of the 
said Council of Safety shall take an oath in the said form, 
except instead of the words, " as a Member of the Coun- 
cil of Safety," inserting, " as Clerk to the Council of 
Safety." 

That the said Council of Safety continue till the end of 
the next Convention, and no longer, unless otherwise or- 
dered by the next Convention, and that they render an 
account of their Proceedings, and always be subject to the 
control of the Convention. 

That the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, 
Esq., and Charles Carroll, Banister, John Hall, and Ben- 
jamin Rumsey, Esquires, of the Western Shore, and James 
Tilghman, Thomas Smyth, and Thomas Bedingfield 
Hands, Esquires, of the Eastern Shore, be the said Coun- 
cil of Safety. 

That if any person, or persons, elected or appointed to 
be of the said Council of Safely, shall decline or refuse to 
act, or shall die before the next Convention, the other 
Members of the said Council of Safety, (being four at the 
least,) may elect and appoint one other in the room of each 
person who shall so decline, or refuse to act, or die, which 
person, or persons, so elected and appointed, shall take the 
same oath, and have the same powers and authorities, in 
conjunction with the other Members, as are given by this 
Convention to the said Council. 

The Journal of Accounts was read and assented to. 
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
the several Claims allowed in the same. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, half after 
nine o'clock. 

Thursday, January 18, 1776. 
Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday, 
except Mr. W. Ennalls, Mr. G. Dashiell, Mr. Potter, Mr. 
Dickinson, and Mr, Mason. The Proceedings of yester- 
day were read. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
to Mr. Edward Parker, of Cecil County, or his order, out 
of the bills of credit in his hands, three hundred Pounds, 
common money, to enable him to carry on his Linen and 
Woollen Manufactory. 

Whereas, it is necessary for securing the evidences of 
the property of the good people of this Province, that the 
Records of the Land Office, Secretary's, and Commissary's 
Offices; and, also, the Records of Anne Arundel County 
Court, should be removed from the City of Annapolis to 
some place of greater security, 

Resolved, That the Council of Safety send the said Re- 
cords, packed in chests, by the respective Clerks, to some 
fit and secure place, first having prepared a proper house 
for the reception of the same, and that the said Council 
commit the said Records to the care and management of 
one of the Clerks of the said offices, respectively. 

Resolved, That each of the said Clerks so employed by 
the Council of Safety, do, respectively, take the care and 
management of the Records of the office to which he be- 
longs, and deliver copies of the said Records to the people 
of this Province, when thereunto required, upon being paid 
for the same. 



Resolved, That any extraordinary expenses of the said 
Clerks, in taking care of the said Records, be paid by the 
Convention of this Province. 

On motion, Resolved, That such young gentlemen as 
resort to the Regular Troops, in the quality of Volunteers, 
or Cadets, with the consent of the Colonel of the Batta- 
lion, for their improvement in the art of war, be furnished 
with one ration per day, each, at the publick expense. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Committees of Obser- 
vation for the several Counties may remove the Records 
of their respective Counties to some place of safety, if they 
think proper. 

The Convention took into consideration the King's 
Speech to Parliament, on the 27th day of October last, 
and after some time spent therein, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the following Declaration 
be entered on their Journals: 

We, the Delegates of the Freemen of Maryland, in Con- 
vention, affected with the deepest concern by the opinion 
declared in the King's Speech to Parliament, on the 27th 
day of October last, and expressed in the Address of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal to His Majesty, in answer 
thereto, that the necessary preparations for defence made by 
these Colonies, are carried on (or the purpose of establish- 
ing an independent empire, and being desirous to remove 
from the mind of the King an opinion which we feel to be 
highly injurious to the People of this Province, and to de- 
clare and manifest to His Majesty, to the Parliament, the 
People of Great Britain, and to the whole world, the rec- 
titude and purity of our intentions in the present opposition 
to the measures of the British Ministry and Parliament, 
do declare, 

That the People of this Province, strongly attached to 
the English Constitution, and truly sensible of the blessings 
they have derived from it, warmly impressed with senti- 
ments of affection for, and loyalty to, the House of Hanover, 
connected with the British nation by the ties of blood and 
interest, and being thoroughly convinced, that to be free 
subjects of the King of Great Britain, with all its conse- 
quences, is to be the freest members of any civil society in 
the known world, never did, nor do entertain any views or 
desires of independency. 

That as they consider their union with the Mother Coun- 
try, upon terms that may insure to them a permanent free- 
dom, as their highest felicity, so would they view the fatal 
necessity of separating from her, as a misfortune next to 
the greatest that can befall them. 

Descended from Britons, entitled to the privileges of 
Englishmen, and inheriting the spirit of their ancestors, 
they have seen, with the most extreme anxiety, the attempts 
of Parliament to deprive them of those privileges, by rais- 
ing a revenue upon them, and assuming a power to alter 
the Charters, Constitutions, and internal polity of the Colo- 
nies without their consent. The endeavours of the Bri* 
tish Ministry to carry those attempts into execution, by 
military force, have been their only motive for taking up 
arms; and defend themselves against those endeavours, 
is the only use they mean to make of them. Entitled to 
freedom, they are determined to maintain it at the hazard 
of their lives and fortunes. 

Ordered, That James Holly day, Charles Carroll of 
Carrollton, and Gustavus Scott, Esquires, revise the Jour- 
nal and Proceedings of this Convention, and direct what 
parts thereof shall be published. 

Convention adjourns till the second Tuesday in April 
next, to sit at this place, but the Council of Safety may 
convene the Convention at any other time, or place, if they 
shall judge it necessary. 

Signed by order of the Convention : 

Gabriel Duvall, Clerk, 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE COMMITTEE OF LANCAS- 
TER, PENNSYLVANIA. 

January 18, 1776. 
Gentlemen: The Congress have received your several 
letters of December 21 st, January 3d, and 10th. A mul- 
tiplicity of important business has retarded their answering 
them sooner. 



Your civility to the officers who are prisoners, in giving 
them time to make choice of their places of residence, 
and permitting them to remain with you till their baggage 
shall arrive, is approved. Their complaint, that a sepa- 
ration from the soldiers is a breach of General Schuyler't 
solemn engagement, we apprehend not to be well-founded. 
All the stipulations of a capitulation ought, undoubtedly, 
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to be held sacred, and faithfully fulfilled, because some- 
4jung is then given up or received, as a condition or equiva- 
lent"; but no such stipulation is to be found in the capitu- 
lations upon which those gentlemen surrendered ; nor had 
general Schuyler a right to make fresh terms with his 
'prisoners, after they were in his power, without the con- 
sent of the Congress. Nevertheless, we should have paid 
a respect to his opinion and advice in the matter, had he 
given it, but we have not heard a word from him on the 
subject. 

We have no objection to your permitting two or more 
of the officers to come, at proper times, from their places 
of residence to Lancaster, for the purpose of settling with, 
and paying, their soldiers. Major Preston, being applied 
to, absolutely refuses to supply the soldiers with clothing 
or blanketing. We must, therefore, desire you will take 
care that they do not suffer for want of those articles, nor 
any other that are necessary for their comfortable subsist- 
ence in this inclement season. What you have already 
done of that kind, in furnishing them with firing, bedding, 
Sic, is well approved, and the expenses will be defrayed. 
The inhabitants are at liberty to purchase bills drawn by 
the officers for their support and accommodation ; but this 
is to be at the risk of the purchasers, and not to exceed 
what is, evidently, necessary for these purposes, wherein it 
is to be considered the Congress advances each officer two 
dollars a week for his subsistence. 

We approve of your regulations for preserving the peace 
of the Borough, and of your placing a guard and ordering 
a patrol for that purpose, the expense of which will be 
paid. 

The agent of the Army's Contractor refusal to supply 
the soldiers' wives and children with any meat or bread, 
surprises us. We know not the motives of such conduct, 
but we must approve of those humane sentiments which 
induced you to provide for them in their distress. The 
expenses will be allowed in your accounts. 

Upon the whole, gentlemen, you have judged rightly in 
supposing that every measure you have taken, to render 
the situation of our prisoners as comfortable as possible, 
would be agreeable to us. As men, they have a claim to 
all the rights of humanity; as countrymen, though ene- 
mies, they claim something more. You have, therefore, 
the thanks of the Congress ; and lam, in their behalf, gen- 
tlemen, &.C., 

John Hancock, President. 

To the Committee of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 



JOHN HANCOCK TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, January 18, 1776. 

Sir: The bearer, Captain F. Gurney, has the charge 
of conducting five hundred thousand dollars for the use of 
the Army under your command. I wish it safe to hand. 
I shall, this evening, despatch an express to you with 
sundry matters of importance. 
^ I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant, 
w . John Hancock, President. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 



COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS TO ESECK HOPKINS. 

Philadelphia, January 18, 1776. 

- Sir: As this, perhaps, may be the last opportunity we 
may have to write you before you go to sea, we thought it 
jnecessary to give you every intelligence that is come to 
^oujc knowledge. We shall first give you the disagreeable 
.intelligence, brought hither by an express from Quebeck, 
of an unsuccessful attack that was made to storm that city 
on the 31st of December, in the morning, in which General 
Montgomery, his Aid-de-camp, Captain Macpherson, and 
Captain Cheeseman, both by his side, were all shot instantly 
dead by the grape-shot of one cannon ; upon which, his 
patty rather deserted their duty. Colonel Arnold, who 
TbriducteJ.a different attack, proceeded awhile, success- 
fully ; tut, upon his receiving a wound, and falling, after 
Tie had entered the city, (although the party were after- 
wards commanded, and behaved with great bravery,) by the 
^ther attack, falling, were overpowered and surrounded by 
Traftibers, arid, after a most gallant defence of four hours, 



were obliged to surrender themselves prisoners of war, 
and, we hear, are very kindly treated by General Carleton. 
This is the substance of what we heard from thence. 

We have just received a report from New-York, that 
three men-of-war and eighteen transports had sailed from 
Boston, to what place not known, but supposed to be for 
Newport, New-York, or Virginia; thus much of the re- 
port is certain, that the Asia and Phenix are lying in the 
East-River, hi New-York, and that the Viper is lying at 
Sandy-Hook. From Virginia we have heard nothing 
material, but what you are well acquainted with. From 
the Carolinas we are informed that Lord William Camp- 
bell, with the Tamer, sloop, and Cherokee, cutter, has de- 
parted from Charlestown Road ; that Governour Martin, 
in the Scorpion, sloop-of-war, has also departed from Cape- 
Fear. It is supposed that both these are gone to Savan- 
nah, in Georgia, in order to seduce the Province, if it is 
in their power, from the union of these Colonies, and get 
provisions, if they can, to subsist on. Should it be your 
fate to go southward, as far as Savannah, it is very pro- 
bable you may have these Governours to dine with you on 
board your own ship, and increase your naval strength by 
the Tamer, Scorpion, and Cherokee. 

The Congress have determined to erect a splendid mo- 
nument to the memory of the gallant Montgomery, and to 
every other commanding officer bravely fighting and falling 
in his country's cause. 

We wish you a successful cruise, and are your sincere 
friends, 

Stephen Hopkins, 
Joseph Hewes, 
Silas Deane. 
To the Honourable Eseclc Hopkins, Esq., Commander-in- 
chief of the American Fleet. 



LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Eliiabethtown, January 18, 1776. 

Sir: On Saturday evening Colonel Heard communi- 
cated to me the orders of Congress of the 10th instant, 
relative to my furnishing him with three companies to join 
the Minute-Men on the expedition into Queen's County. 
The next morning I went over to Woodbridge, to concert 
with Colonel Heard the necessary manoeuvres, and agreed 
to furnish the companies strong, as his party was rather 
deficient. He has now with him near three hundred of 
my regiment, completely armed, accoutred, and provisioned 
for four days. As the men of my regiment went partly 
from Brunswick and Amboy, as well as this place, I 
thought it best, yesterday morning, after regulating the 
embarkation from the Point, to go to Staten-Island to re- 
gulate the like there, and to assist Colonel Heard in what- 
ever might be necessary. I had sent off a party of thirty- 
six men the evening before to guard the mouth of the 
Kills. About eleven, yesterday, the first division, notwith- 
standing the most boisterous wind, crossed over to Bergen 
Point; Colonel Heard followed about noon; Major De 
Hart, with the first division of my regiment, followed soon 
after ; and the whole, who had passed, marched for Bergen 
town. The wind continued extremely violent ; night 
coming on, and the men much fatigued, I ordered the re- 
mainder to halt, and be quartered in the several parts of 
the Island they then were. At daybreak this morning, 
those on Staten-Island began to pass over. 1 remained 
there till about noon, when the chief of the whole had 

fassed over to Bergen Point, and then came to this place, 
am this moment informed, that the first division landed 
safely in the City of New-York yesterday evening from 
Paulus Hook; that Major De Hart, with about two hun- 
dred of my regiment, landed there about eleven (his eve- 
ning; and that the rest were following them, without the 
least movement about the men-of-war, or any of their 
boats. I have high confidence in Colonel Heard's ma- 
nagement of this affair, yet I cannot but regret that I have 
not the command of it. However, I shall always most 
implicitly obey the order of Congress, and endeavour to 
serve the cause by every exertion in my power. 
I have the honour to be your most humble servant, 

Stirling. 
To the Honourable John Hancock. 
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Return of the Field. and Staff Officers in the First Re- 
giment of New-Jersey Troops in the Continental ser- 
vice. 



Rank. 



Colonel, 

Lieuten't Col 

Major, 

Adjutant, .... 
Quartermaster, 
Surgeon, .... 
Chaplain. 



Names. 



The Earl of Stirling, 
Wra. Winds, Esq.,... 
Wm.De Hart, Esq.,. 
Alex. Clough, Esq.,. 
Mat's Halsted, Esq., 
W. Bamot, Jr., Esq., 



Date of Com. Where stationed 



Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Deo. 
Dec. 



7, 1775, 

7, 1775, 

7, 1775, 

20, 1775, 

21, 1775. 

8, 1775, 



Eliiabethtown . 

Perth Amboy. 

Elizabathtown. 

Elizabethtown. 

Elizabethtown. 

Elizabethtown. 



January 11, 1776. 



Stirling, Colonel. 



FAIRFIELD COUNTY (CONNECTICUT) CONVENTION. 

At a County Convention held at Fairfield, in and for 
Fairfield County, on the 18th day of January, 17T6, 
Jonathan Sturges, Esq., Chairman. 

This Convention, taking into consideration the Resolves 
of the Continental Congress, lately published, dated the 
2d day of January, 1776, and attending to the true mean- 
ing and spirit thereof, and the principles of humanity and 
kindness therein recommended ; and, also, taking into con- 
sideration an Act of the General Assembly of this Colony, 
passed in their last sessions, entitled "An Act for restrain- 
ing and punishing persons who are inimical to the liberties 
of this and the rest of the United Colonies, &c," 

Resolved, That all those persons who have, heretofore, 
been advertised as enemies to their country, or otherwise 
proceeded against as such, shall be restored to the esteem 
and friendship of the country : Provided, They honestly 
and sincerely declare to the Committee of Inspection in 
their respective towns where such persons dwell, or to the 
Committee of Correspondence, where there is no Com- 
mittee of Inspection, that they will abide by the Conti- 
nental Regulations, in every case where they are not hin- 
dered by a religious tie of conscience ; and that they will, 
in no case, directly or indirectly, oppose the country in the 
Pleasures taking for its defence. The honesty and since- 
rity of such declaration to be left to the Committees afore- 
said ; and their fire-arms shall be restored them whenever 
they shall engage in the defence of the County, if any 
have been disarmed. 

For the more effectually carrying into execution the 
Continental Association, it is resolved and recommended, 
that no forcible measures ought to be used to prevent any 
mischief, or remove any difficulty, where no express provi- 
sion is made by the Act of the General Assembly, or of the 
Continental Congress, before the Committee of Inspection 
of the town where such difficulty happens, or of the next 
adjoining town, wherever it shall happen that any town is 
destitute of such Committee, be consulted, and their ad- 
vice be attended to and pursued, where such advice may 
be had before it be too late to prevent any mischief; that 
every thing may be done with good order and decency. 

A true copy from the Minutes : 

Andrew Rowland, Clerk. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, January 18, 1776. 

Sir : Enclosed is copy of intelligence brought me in 
the evening of the 16th instant, on which I immediately 
convened my Council of Safety. On consideration of the 
necessity of a reinforcement in that quarter, have agreed 
to raise a regiment of seven hundred and fifty men, officers 
included, with all possible expedition, by voluntary inlist- 
ments, on the same encouragements given by the Conti- 
nent, to serve until the 1st November next, unless sooner 
discharged, with expectation that the General Congress 
will take the same into their service. It seemed necessary 
that no time be lost. Have set the same forward, until 
we can be made acquainted whether other provisions are 
made that may render this step unnecessary, or what may 
be suggested to us on the subject. Please to favour rne 
with your answer by this express. 

I am, with great esteem and regard, sir, your most obe- 



dient, humble servant, 



Jonathan Trumbull. 



To His Excellency General Washington. 



Montreal, January 6, 1776. 

Dear Sir: With the greatest distress of mind, I now 
sit down to inform you of the event of an unfortunate at- 
tack made upon Quebcck, between the hours of four and 
six, of the morning of the 3lst of December; unfortu- 
nate, indeed, for us ; in it fell our brave General, Montgo- 
mery, his Aid-de-camp, Macpherson, Captain Cheeseman, 
Captain Hendricks, of the riflemen, and two or three sub- 
altern officers, and between sixty and a hundred privates, 
(the number not certainly known,) and about three hun- 
dred officers and soldiers taken prisoners, among which are 
Lieutenant-Colonel Greene, Major Bigelow, Major Meigs, 
and a number of Captains and inferior officers. Colonel 
Arnold was wounded in the leg, in the beginning of the 
action, as was Major Ogden, in the shoulder, and brought 
off to the General Hospital. 

I have not time to give you all the particulars, but thus 
much will serve to show you that, in consequence of this 
defeat, our prospects are rendered very dubious; and, un- 
less we can be quickly reinforced, perhaps they may be 
fatal, not only to us, who are stationed here, but, also, to 
the Colonies in general ; the frontiers, especially, greatly, 
very greatly, depend upon keeping possession of this coun- 
try. 

You know, as well as any man, the temper, disposition, 
and character of the Canadians ; they are not persevering 
in adversity; that they are not to be depended upon, but, 
like the Savages, are extremely fond of choosing the 
strongest party: add to this, our enemies in this country, of 
whom there are very many, use every method to excite the 
Canadians against us ; among other things, they tell them 
that the United Colonies intend to abandon the country. 
The clergy refuse absolution to all who have shown them- 
selves our friends, and preach up damnation to all those 
who will not take up arms against us, and tell them that, 
even now, it is not too late; that we are but a handful of 
men, &c, &c. 

1 have sent an express to General Schuyler, General 
Washington, and the Congress ; but you know how far 
they have to go, and that it is very uncertain how long it 
will be before we can have relief from them ; therefore, let 
me beg of you, to collect, immediately, as many men as 
you can find, (six or seven hundred, if it can be done,) and, 
some how or other, get into this country, and stay with us 
till we can have relief from the Colonies. 

You are sensible we have provisions, of all kinds, 
enough, and the weather, in this country, is far, very far, 
from being so frightful as many have imagined. 

You will see that proper officers and soldiers are appoint- 
ed under you, and both officers and soldiers shall be paid 
as other Continental troops. It would be well for your 
men to set out as fast as they can be collected ; not so 
much matter whether together, or not ; but let them set out 
by tens, twenties, thirties, forties, or fifties, as they can be 
first collected, for it must have a good effect upon the 
minds of the Canadians, to see succours coming on. 

You will be good enough to send copies of this letter 
to the people below you. DjmD WooSTEK . 

To Colonel Warner. 

January 15, 1776. 

The foregoing is a copy of a letter sent, by express, from 
General Wooster to Colonel Warner, and from thence for- 
warded to me. 

We are raising men here, to go to Montreal, as soon at 
possible. Doubt not but you will think it of importance 
that recruits be immediately sent tip, and hope you will 
forward as many as possible from your regiment. 

I am, sir, your humble servant, 

Mark Hopkins. 
To Colonel Barrett. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge, January 18, 1776. 
Dear Sir: I received your favour of the 13th instant, 
with its enclosures, and am heartily sorry, and most sincere- 
ly condole with you, upon the unhappy fall of the brave 
and worthy Montgomery, and those gallant officers and 
men who have experienced a like fate. In the death 
of this gentleman, America has sustained a heavy loss, as 
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he had approved himself a steady friend to her rights, and 
of ability to render her the most essential service. 

I am much concerned for the intrepid and enterprising 
Arnold, and greatly fear that consequences, of the most 
alarming nature, will result from this well-intended, but un- 
fortunate attempt. 

It would give me the greatest happiness, if I could be 
the happy means of relieving our fellow-citizens now in 
Canada, and preventing the Ministerial troops from exult- 
ing long, and availing themselves of the advantages arising 
from this repulse ; but it is not in my power, since the dis- 
solution of the old Army. The progress in raising recruits 
for the new has been so very slow and inconsiderable, that 
five thousand Militia have been called in to the defence of 
our lines. A great part of these are gone home, the time 
they engaged for being expired, and the rest retained with 
the utmost difficulty and persuasion, though their going 
away would render the holding of them precarious and 
hazardous, in case of an attack. In short, I have not a man 
to spare. 

In order that proper measures might be adopted, I called 
a council of General Officers, and upon Mr. John Adams, 
and other members of influence of the General Courts, and 
laid before them your letter and proposition. After due 
consideration of their importances, they determined that the 
Province of Massachusetts, and Colonies of Connecticut 
and Neio- Hampshire, should each, immediately, raise a re- 
giment, to continue in service for one year, and to march, 
forthwith, (o Canada, agreeable to the route proposed in 
your letter to Congress. This determination, with a copy 
of your letter, and the several enclosures, will be immedi- 
ately transmitted to the different Governments, for raising 
those regiments, which I have reason to believe will be com- 
plied with, from the assurances I have received from such 
of the Members of the Court as attended in Council, and 
the General Officers promising to exert their utmost inte- 
rest and influence in their respective Colonies. 

If these regiments should not be raised so soon as 1 
could wish, yet, I would willingly hope, from the accounts 
we have received, that Colonel Arnold and his corps will 
be joined by a number of men under Colonel Warner, and 
from Connecticut, who, it is said, marched off directly on 
their getting intelligence of this melancholy affair. If this 
account be true, I trust they will be in a situation to op- 
pose and prevent Mr. Carleton from regaining possession 
of what he has lost, and that, upon the arrival of the re- 
inforcement from these Colonies, which we have judged 
necessary to be sent, the city of QuebecJi will be reduced to 
our possession. This ought to be effected before the Win- 
ter is entirely over, otherwise it will be exceedingly diffi- 
cult, if not impracticable, as the enemy will, undoubtedly, 
place a strong garrison there. Should this desirable work 
be accomplished, our conquest in that quarter will be com- 
plete. But, yet, the loss of General Montgomery will ever 
be remembered. 

It gives me pleasure to find that you will continue in ser- 
vice, and afford your assistance to relieve your country from 
the distresses which, at present, threaten her in the North. 
I am much obliged by your sending the clothing, but they 
are not arrived. 

None of the letters give an account how this unfortunate 
affair ended. In. Colonel Campbell's letter of the 31st ul- 
timo, the division which Colonel Greene was in, he seems to 
think, was in a very disagreeable situation, and drawing it 
offal night, or throwing in a party to sustain it, was an ob- 
ject he had much in view ; here his information stops. In 
nis letter of the 2d January, he says nothing about it. 
Wishing for the best, I hope they have not fallen a sacri- 
fice. But I dread further intelligence in the matter. 

General Putnam is of opinion, that it will be better for 
the troops which may be raised in the western parts of 
Connecticut to go by Albany, than the route you have 
mentioned, by Number 4, and that you must have pointed 
out this way from a supposition that the reinforcement 
would be detached from this Army. You will please to 
consider of what he has said, and, if you concur with him 
in sentiments, inform Governour Trumbull of it by letter, 
that he may give the necessary orders. 

I am, dear sir, with great respect and esteem, your most 
humble servant, 

George Washington. 



COLONEL ENOS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Cambridge, January 18, 1776. 

May it please your Excellency : When the hostilities 
of our enemies made it necessary to raise an Army, for the 
common defence of the liberties of America, roused by the 
sacred call of my country, I thought it my duty to exert 
my best abilities, acquired by former services, for its pro- 
tection, and, therefore, without reluctance, bid adieu to the 
tranquil pleasures of private life, and joined the Army, in 
which I served during the last campaign, (if not with good 
fortune, at least without censure,) and should have been 
happy still to have continued in the publick service, in a 
military capacity, could I do it with that confidence which, 
1 think, 1 am entitled to, and without which no man of 
honour would choose to serve. 

By some misfortune or other, I am satisfied I do not 
stand in that character, at Head-Quarters, which, as a 
Field-Officer, is necessary to my being serviceable to the 
great cause in which we are engaged ; I must, therefore, 
beg your Excellency's permission to resign my command, 
as Lieutenant-Colonel of the Sixteenth Regiment, t& which 
1 was appointed for the present campaign. No dislike to 
the service, but a regard to my honour, solely, is the mo-" 
tiveof this request. 

I am, with great respect, your Excellency's most obe- 
dient, very humble servant, D r ' 

' ' ' KOGER J^NOS. 

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., General, 
and Commander-in-chief of the Forces of the Thirteen 
United Colonies. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE ASSEMBLY. 

Winter-Hill, January 18, 1776. 

Much esteemed Gentlemen : It is with the most sen- 
sible pain 1 sit down to write you the melancholy tidings 
of our Army's being defeated at Quebeck, on the 31st De- 
cember, with the loss of one hundred and fifty killed and 
wounded, (according to the best accounts we can collect,) 
and between three and four hundred taken prisoners; 
among the latter, are a number of our intrepid New- 
Hampshire friends, who marched from thence with Colo- 
nel Arnold. The whole of his party, except himself, and 
some few that retired with him when he was wounded, are 
either killed or taken prisoners. The brave, the intrepid, 
but, alas ! too unfortunate General Montgomery, fell, and, 
with his departing spirit, courage and resolution forsook 
the troops he commanded. He attacked the lower town 
of Quebeck, at the Point Diamond; on the opposite side 
Colonel Arnold, with his party, attacked a place called St. 
Roque, and, after an hour's engagement, carried a two-gun 
battery, with the loss of about twenty, killed and wounded. 

They then attacked a second battery, and carried it, 
sword in hand ; but gaining the second battery proved their 
defeat, for, by possessing themselves of that, they advanced 
beyond the Palace Gore, that leads from the upper town to 
the lower, from which the enemy immediately issued, and, 
falling on their rear, drove them into the lower town, from 
whence they could not escape, as the enemy were possess- 
ed of the passage through which they entered ; and, on the 
opposite side, the unfortunate Montgomery's parties were 
defeated, and had retired, so that (he victors, turning round 
to oppose, brought the small, but brave and resolute party 
between two fires. They took possession of the lower 
town about seven in the morning, and. though exposed to 
a fire in front and rear, as I mentioned, as, also, to a fire in 
flank, from the upper town, they bravely maintained their 
ground till night, when, despairing of succour, and growing 
weary of slaughter, they surrendered themselves prisoners 
of war. 

The brave Montgomery, with his Aid-de-camp, were 
killed the first fire, and, I believe, that struck such a damp 
on his party, that little more was done by them. 

Colonel Livingston, with his party of Canadians, made 
a feigned attack on the upper town, to favour the real at- 
tacks on the lower; but this was extremely ill executed,. 
You will soon hear more particularly about the matter, and 
how the whole country is in motion to assist our friends 
there. All the people west of Springfield are gone. Colo- 
nel Warner, with his Green-Mountain Boys, marched, 
immediately, to join the party which they had left, by 
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being, (as they thought,) ill-used by General Montgo- 
mery 



Of the five Justices who have been sworn, two, viz: 
Ebenezer Smith and Bariah Norton, Esquires, live at 
You will find, by the enclosed letter, that the General Edgartown ; and two, viz : James Athearn and Shubael 
Council have determined that a regiment from each of the Cotter, Esquires, at lisbury, and I, only, at Chdmark ; 
frontiers o( New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Connedi- and the only person Coroner, Mr. Ebenezer Norton, lives 
cut, are to march, with all possible expedition, to secure at Edgartown. 



our conquests, and, if possible, retrieve the honour of the 
American arms. This resolution induced us to release one 
of the regiments wrote for in my last, to serve here two 
months, and, instead thereof, for New- Hampshire to fur- 
nish one here, and one for Canada, the latter to be inlisted 



As 1 have thus informed your Honour who, of those who 
have been commissioned to be civil officers, have declined 
being sworn, I hope it will not be thought impertinent if I 
account for this in the following manner: 

The real state of things here, sir, as I apprehend, is this : 



for twelve months. I have a prospect of raising one for There are some here who are really not well-affected to 
this place from anions the recruits here, in the manner 1 the present Government, nor to the measures now pursued 
-■-'-'■■ ° ■ ■ ■ 1 in defence of our civil liberties, and these ill-affected per- 

sons endeavour to embarrass the establishing of civil go- 
vernment in this County, and, through their suggestions, in 
part, at least, many persons here, perhaps near one-half of 
the people of this County, imagine that it is best for us, 
Upon my soul, it gives me pain to find that our Con- considering our situation, to be still, and in no way to show 
tinental chest is so often empty, and that parsimony and ourselves to be on. the. side of the assertory of our civil lj- 
indolence which has destroyed so many powerful Slates, berties, lest we, thereby, provoke the invaders ol our coasts 
is but too likelv to destroy ours. To this, alone, was owing to ruin us; and it is (as, I think, I have sufficient reason 
that fatal defea't at Quebcck,ns the deceased Montgomery's to believe,) through such an apprehension as this, that so 
letters will fully show, for he seemed to prophesy his defeat many of those, who have been lately appointed civil offi- 
fiom the want of money to pay off the troops. cers, are unwilling to be sworn. 

I have selected officers for the regiment to be stationed 1 mean, sir, that many here were thus intimidated, till 



formerly mentioned; so you need give yourselves no oilier 
trouble about that, but advancing, upon the credit of the 
Continent, a month's pay, advance, which beg you to do. 

The party going for Canada, I suppose General Wash- 
ington has called upon you to furnish, them with money, 
&c. 



here, as I mentioned, (Capiains Waldron, Chesley, and 
Place,) to take the command as Field-Officers, and have 
taken some of the best Captains and Subalterns. 

I should rejoice if Captain Mooney would, in conjunc- 



the honourable General Assembly of this Colony disco- 
vered their late resolution, with respect to the defence of 
this country; but how far people here, are, hereby, embol- 
dened to appear in defence of their rights and liberties, I 



tion with the bearer, Lieutenant dough, and two suhal- cannot yet tell. _ And ^as, for aught Iknow, some, or a 

terns, appointed by you, or them, undertake to bring in a '*'' ' ' " ~" " "' "" " 

company. The residue I. can furnish myself, without giv- 
ing you any trouble, except what I mention. 

"With respect to the regiment bound to Canada, you will 
excuse my suggesting the necessity of raising that in the 
western parts of the Colony. Colonel William Stark no\v 
happens to be in camp, and says he can, undoubtedly, raise 



of those whom I have above-mentioned, are unwilling to 
be sworn, may have their fears so far removed as to mani- 
fest a desire to have the oath administered to them, and I 
am at a loss what we, who are empowered to administer 
the oath, ought to do in this case, I am very desirous of 
the direction of the honourable Council herein. , 

As to a Sheriff for this County, about the want of which 



He is well acquainted with the country, and officer here, I am peculiarly concerned. I hope it will 



the men. 

with the nature of such a march. 1 would, therefore, for 
the good of the service, beg leave to recommend him, un- 
less you have some other person, more suitable, in view. 
I have directed him to wail on your Honours, and receive 
your commands. 

Captain John Parker, who was here some days since, 
was soliciting license from General Washington, and my- 
self, to raise four or five companies, and march to Canada ; 
we, knowing of no necessity therefor, refused him. Per- 
haps he may be of some advantage in raising men; but 
many among you know the man, and his communication. 
All these hints 1 throw out for the good of the service; I 
have no particular person in view, barely for his own sake. 

The good of my country is what I mean to promote: where _ 

I mistake the proper means to attain that desirable end, the honourable Council, and to your Honour in particular, 
you will please to correct me, as an ignorant offender, and is from, honoured sir, your Honour's most obedient, and 
believe me to be, as I really am, a true friend to my coun- 



not appear assuming in me, if I mention Major Peter Nor- 
ton as a suitable, and, perhaps, all things considered, the 
most suitable person to be Sheriff of this County, and, also, 
to be Colonel of the Regiment of Militia here, the latter of 
which offices, he, as I perceive, prefers. And if he is not 
made Sheriff, I humbly propose that he be made a Justice 
of the Peace at least, if not a Justice of the Pleas also, 
for this County. A great part of this letter may, perhaps, 
appear as a vain repetition of what I wrote above a month 
a^o to the Hon. Colonel Otis, as President of the honour- 
able Council ; but having reason, sir, to fear that my let- 
ter has miscarried, I have thought it proper for me to write 
as. above. 

This, honoured sir, with great respect and deference. jto 



try, and your much obliged and humble servant, 

John Sullivan. 
To the General Assembly of New- Hampshire. 

P. S. The General has enclosed you copies of most of 

the important letters from Canada. My extreme hurry 

will, I hope, apologize for incorrectness. 

Yours, 



most humble servant, JosEpH MAyHEW> 

To the Honourable President of the Council. 



J. S. 



JOSEPH MAYHEW TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL. 

CMImark, January 18, 1776. 



CAPTAINS SALTER AND DANIELS RETURN OF SH0ALER5. 
In Congress, at Exeter, January 5, 1776. 

Voted, That Captain Titus Salter and Captain Eliphalet 
Daniels, be appointed to go over to the Isle of Shoals, and 
inform all the inhabitants there, that it is the opinion of 
this Congress that the situation of the said islands is such, 
that the inhabitants are exposed to our enemies in the pre- 

and may be obliged by tlieir 




in this County, viz: Jonathan Allen, John Worth, Enoch 
Coffin, and Thomas Cook, Esquires, and, also, William 
Mayhew, Esq., appointed Sheriff, and Mr. Robert Allen, 
appointed Coroner, remain unsworn, appearing unwilling 
to be so, and neither of (hem, except Jonathan Alien, Esq., 
bein" present, when the other civil officers here were; 
sworn, which was done on the 22d of November last. 



to comply herewith for the term often days after this no- 
tice, that they he informed that they must be brought off 
by authority. 

Extract from the Minutes of Congress: 

Attest : E. TuoMrsoN, Secretary. 

Pursuant to the above vote of Congress, we repaired to 
the Jsland of Shoals, on the 16ih instant, being the first 
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favourable opportunity that offered, and after communica 
ting to the inhabitants the contents of the vote of Congress, 
we proceeded to number the inhabitants, and underneath 
are the different numbers on each Island: 
Star Island: Men 31, women 34, children 94, - - 159 
Hog hland: Men 13, women 11, children 25, - - 49 
Smutty Nose : Men 2, women, 2 children 15, - - 19 

Total, 227 

Given under our hands, Portsmouth, January 18, 1776. 

Titus Salter. 
Eliphalet Daniels. 



LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Elizabethtown, January 19, 1776—3 o'clock, P. M. 

Dear Sir: I embrace this opportunity to inform you, 
that the whole party, destined for the Queen's County ex- 
pedition, got safe into New-York yesterday, the last divi- 
sion of Minute-Men in the evening, and doubt not they are 
chiefly on Long- Island by this time. 

I am, your most obedient, most humble servant, 

Stirling. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Williarnsburgh, January 19, 1776. 

The Committee of Safety will proceed on Monday, the 
12th of next month, to the choice of the several Officers 
for the Company of Artillery, directed by the General Con- 
vention, to wit : One Captain, three Lieutenants, one Ser- 
geant, four Bombardiers, and eight Gunners. All persons 
inclined to be employed therein, and who can be well re- 
commended, are desired to attend on that day. 

By order of the Committee of Safety : 

J. Pendleton, Clerk. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO RICHARD HARRISON. 

[No. 1.] Annapolis, January 19, 1776. 

Sir : You have, enclosed, an invoice and bill oflading of 
thirteen hundred and eighty-six barrels of flour, in the Brig 
Sam, Robert Forsythe, master, with ninety-one barrels of 
bread ; also, four thousand staves, on account of the Pro- 
vince, which you will dispose of in the best manner to your 
general instructions, and the letters heretofore sent you. 
We have only engaged this vessel to deliver her cargo to 
you. As soon, therefore, as she is unloaded, if you should 
have no further use for her, you may discharge her. We 
shall be glad to hear of her safe arrival, and likewise, to 
have intelligence from you, of your transactions, by every 
good opportunity. 

We are, &c. 
To Mr. Richard Harrison, Marlinico, per Brigantine Sam. 

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN FORSYTHE. 

Annapolis, January 19, 1776. 

Sir : You are to proceed from hence, to the Island of 
Martinico, and there deliver the enclosed letter, and your 
cargo, to Mr. Richard Harrison. If Mr. Harrison should 
not be at the Island of Martinico, address to Mr. M'Crea- 
ry, and if he should not be there, you are, in that case, to 
open the letter addressed to Mr. Harrison, sell your cargo 
at the very highest prices you can get. The money arising 
from the sales, you must lay out in gunpowder, if you can 
get it, if not, in muskets, fitted with good bayonets, and if 
they are not to be had, saltpetre and sulphur, and if you 
cannot get those articles, then lay out the whole in coarse 
strong linens and Russia duck, and take care you are not 
imposed on in your purchases. As soon as you have done 
your business, make the best of your way home, and avoid 
speaking with vessels on the. coast. When you come into 
the latitude of our Capes, if you have a strong fair wind in, 
push up the Bay as fast as possible, and if you find it failing 
ruq into some small harbour, and there wait until you have 
a favourable opportunity to get into Potomack, Patuxent, 
or Annapolis. If you find a better chance of getting into 
any of the inlets between Cape Charles and Cape Hen- 
lopen, than into our Bay, you may push into one of them, 
aud send an express to the Council of Safety, letting them 
know where you are, and what you have got, but take care 
and land your goods under the care of a Committee as soon 
as you can, for fear of being followed by the tenders. In 
going out, you had better take a brisk gale of wind, or get 
out of nights, as tenders commonly keep a strict watch at 
the Capes in the day time ; but hope you will behave with 
care and industry on this voyage. If you are chased, and 
find you must be taken, throw all your papers overboard, 
with weights to sink them. 

To Captain Robert Forsythe. 



NEW-JERSEY COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF 
CONGRESS. 
[Read January 22, 1776.— Referred.] 

Trenton, January 19, 1776. 

Dear Sir: Your favour of the I2th current, covering 
sundry resolutions of the Congress, relating to the officers 
and soldiers, prisoners in this town, I duly received, and 
our Committee met, and made the officers acquainted with 
the determination of Congress. The officers have made 
choice of Bordentown, for the place of their residence, and 
request that the band of musick, and their servants, may 
go with them, which was agreeeble to our Committee, and 
hope it will meet the approbation of Congress. They re- 
quested some short time to consider the matter respecting 
their drawing of bills, for the payment of the expense alrea- 
dy incurred. 

I beg leave to return two commissions, which were filled 
up wrong through misinformation, and request you will send 
me two blank ones, signed as formerly; two more were in 
the same predicament, which I have made answer, and 
which occasioned my former application for four. If agree- 
able, the commissions for the third battalion may be sent 
at same time. I must again repeat, that near one half the 
new-raised two battalions are without arms. We have got 
no fund in this Colony to avail ourselves of money to pur- 
chase them with. The six thousand dollars advanced by 
Congress is expended, and unless four thousand more; is 
advanced, as far as I am able to determine, you will have 
near one battalion supported at a very great expense, with- 
out arms, (which can be had for money,) and, consequently, 
unfit for service. Mr. howrey was with me this morning, 
and is of the same opinion. 

I am ordered by our Committee of Safety to write to 
you. I have enclosed a copy of their order, that you may- 
have their full meaning ; and have the honour to be, with 
all due respect to the Congress, your most obedient, hum- 
ble servant, £, m 

' SAMUEL 1UCKER. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

Now Jersey Committee of Safety, Princeton, 
January 13, 1776. 

Ordered, That the President write to the Continental 
Congress, acquainting them that the Congress of this Pro- 
vince is to meet 31st instant, at New-Brunswick, at which 
time they will, undoubtedly, give all due attention to raising 
the battalion ordered in this Colony. Being firmly pur- 
suaded that the appointment of officers by the Congress 
will give much greater satisfaction in the Colony than if 
appointed by the Committee, this Committee have, for 
weighty reasons, deferred issuing warrants, until the meet- 
ing of Congress ; at the same time recommend Azariah 
Dunham, Esq., to be appointed Commissary for supplying 
such Battalion when raised. 

By order of the Committee : 

Samuel Tucker, President. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read January 27. — Referred to Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wytho, Mr. Sherman, 
Mr. Ward, Mr. Samuol Adams.] 

Cambridge, January 19, 1776. 
Sir : Taking it for granted that General Schuyler has 
not only informed you of the fall of the brave, and much to 
be lamented, General Montgomery, but of the situation of 
our affairs in Canada, (as related by General Wooster, 
Colonel Arnold, Colonel Campbell, and others,) I shall 
not take up much more of your time on this subject, than 
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is necessary to enclose you a copy of his letter to me, with 
the result thereon, as appears by the Council of War, 
which I immediately summoned on the occasion, and at 
which Mr. Adams, by my particular desire, was good 
enough to attend. It may appear strange, sir, as 1 had 
not men to spare from these lines, that I should presume, 
without first sending to Congress, and obtaining an express 
direction, to recommend to the Governments of Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, and New- Hampshire, to raise each a 
regiment, on the Continental account, for this service. I 
wish, most ardently, that the urgency of the case would 
have admitted of (he delay : I wish, also, that the purport of 
General Schuyler's letter had not, unavoidably, as it were, 
laid me under an indispensable obligation to do it. For, 
having informed you in his letter (copy of which he en- 
closed me) of his dependance on this quarter for men, 1 
thought you might, also, have some reliance on my exer- 
tions ; this consideration, added to my fears of the fatal 
consequences of delay, to an information of your having 
designed three thousand men for Canada; to a belief, 
founded chiefly on General Schuyler's letters, that few or 
none of them are raised ; and to my apprehensions for 
New- York, which led me to think that no troops could be 
spared from that quarter, induced me to lose not a mo- 
ment's time in throwing in a force there, being well assured, 
that General Carleton will improve, to the utmost, the ad- 
vantages gained, leaving no artifices untried to fix the Ca- 
nadians and Indians, (who, we find, are too well disposed 
to take part with the strongest,) in his interest. 

If these reasons are not sufficient to justify my conduct 
in the opinion of Congress, if the measure contravenes any 
resolution of theirs, they will please to countermand the 
levying and marching of the regiments as soon as possible, 
and do me the justice to believe, that my intentions were 
good, if my judgment has erred. 

The .Congress will please, also, to observe, that the mea- 
sure of supporting our posts in Canada, appeared of such 
exceeding great importance, that the General Officers, 
(agreeing with me in sentiment, and unwilling to lay any 
burden which can possibly be avoided, although it may 
turn out an ill-timed piece of parsimony,) have resolved, 
that the three regiments for Canada shall be part of the 
thirteen Militia regiments which were requested to rein- 
force this Army, as appears by the Minutes of another 
Council of War, held on the 16th instant. 

I shall, being much hurried and fatigued, add no more 
in this, letter than my duty to Congress, and that I have 
the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and most humble 

' George Washington. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. I enclose you a copy of my letter to the Govern- 
ments of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New-Hampshire ; 
also, a copy of a resolution of this Colony, in answer to an 
application of mine for arms. G. W. 

Since writing the above, I have been informed by a mes- 
sage from the General Court of Massachusetts, that they 
have resolved upon the raising of a regiment for Canada, 
and appointed the Field-Officers for it in the western part 
of this Government. I am also informed, by express from 
Governour Trumbull, that he and his Council of Safety 
had agreed upon the raising of a regiment for the same 
purpose, which was anticipating my application to that 
Government. If commissions (and they are applied for) 
are to be given by Congress to the three regiments going 
to Canada, you will please to have them forwarded, as I 
have none by me for that purpose. G. W. 

Albany, January 13, 1776. 
I wish I had no occasion to send my dear General this 
melancholy account. My amiable friend, the gallant Mont- 
gomery, is no more ; the brave Arnold is wounded ; and 
we have met with a severe check in an unsuccessful at- 
tempt on Quebeck, May Heaven be graciously pleased 
that the misfortune may terminate here. I tremble for our 
people in Canada ; and nothing, my dear sir, seems left to 
prevent the most fatal consequences, but an immediate re- 
inforcement, that is no where to be had but from you, and 
the only route that which 1 have pointed out in my letter 
to Congress, copy of which you have enclosed; nor do I 



think that a less number than I have mentioned, wiH 
suffice. Should your Excellency think proper to send 
the troops, you will please to let me know it by express, 
that I may send provisions to Onion River. 

Congress has wrote to me on the subject of my request 
to retire. Our affairs are much worse than when I made 
the request; this is motive sufficient for me to serve, my 
country in any way I can be thought most serviceable ; 
but my utmost can be but little, weak and indisposed as 
1 am. 

The clothing is gone to Cambridge. 

I am your Excellency's most obedient and most humble 



servant, 



Philip Schuyler. 



To His Excellency General Washington. 

At a Council of War, held at Head-Quarters in Cam- 
bridge, January 16, 1776: 

Present: His Excellency General Washington, the Hon- 
ourable John Adams, Member of the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress, Major-General Ward, Major-General 
Putnam, Brigadier-General Heath, Brigadier-General 
Spencer, Brigadier-General Sullivan, Brigadier-General 
Greene, Brigadier-General Gates. 

His Excellency the Commander-in-chief, laid before the 
Council Letters received last night from Major-General 
Schuyler, enclosing copies of Letters from Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Wooster, Colonel Arnold, and Colonel Donald Camp- 
bell, containing the melancholy account of the death of 
General Montgomery, the wounding Colonel Arnold, and 
the consequent failure of the success of the assault upon 
the city of Quebeck, on the 31st of December last. - 

His Excellency then requested the opinion of the Coun- 
cil, whether it be proper, in the present circumstances of 
the lines, to detach a reinforcement from hence, to the 
succour of the troops in Canada. 

The question being put, it was • 

Resolved, That in the present feeble state of the Regi- 
ments here, it was improper to detach any force from these 
lines to Quebeck, or Canada. 

The General then asked, whether in the present critical 
situation of affairs in Canada, he should, in their opinion, 
stand justified in requesting, in behalf of the Continent, a 
supply of Troops from the New-England Governments, 
which was, unanimously, resolved in the affirmative. 

The Council then, unanimously, advised bis Excellency 
the General, immediately to apply to the Legislature of 
each of the above-mentioned Colonies, Rhode-Island ex- 
cepted, forthwith to raise a regiment of seven hundred and 
twenty-eight men, officers included, and direct them to 
march with all possible expedition, by the route prescribed 
by Major-General Schuyler, to Canada, to be continued 
until the 1st of January next, as part of the Continental 
Army, should the affairs of the Continent require it. 

His Excellency then demanded the opinion of the Coun- 
cil, whether ten regiments of Militia of seven hundred and 
twenty-eight men each, officers included, to be added to 
the troops now in the lines, and expected to be inlisted, 
would not be a sufficient number to answer all the pur- 
poses of offence and defence ordered and intended against 
the Ministerial army in Boston. 

Resolved, unanimously, That as matters are at present 
circumstanced, it is best that the three regiments intended 
for Canada, should be taken out of the thirteen which 
have been requested to reinforce the Army in these lines,, 
and that ten regiments, only, be marched to Cambridge^ 
to serve until the 1st of April next. 

The Council were, unanimously, of opinion, that in the 
present situation of the affairs of the Colony of Rhode- 
Island, continually subject and exposed to the attacks 
of the Ministerial fleet, and detached bodies of troops, it 
was neither prudent nor reasonable to demand any more 
troops from thence. 

At a Council of General Officers, held at Head- Quar- 
ters in Cambridge, January 16, 1776: 

Present : His Excellency General Washington, the 
Honourable John Adams, the Honourable James Warren, 
Major-General Ward, Major-General Putnam, Brigadier- 
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General Heath, Brigadier-General Spencer, Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Sullivan, Brigadier-General Urcene, Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Gates. 

The Commander-in-chief laid before the Council a slate 
of the regiments in the Continental Army, the consequent 
weakness of the lines, and, in his judgment, the indispen- 
sable necessity of making a bold attempt to conquer the 
Ministerial troops in Boston, before they can be reinforced 
in the Spring, il the means can be provided, and a favoura- 
ble opportunity oiler, and then desired the opinion of the 
Council thereon. 

The Council agreed, unanimously, that a vigorous at- 
tempt ought to be made upon the Ministerial army in 
Boston, as soon as practicable, all concurring circumstances 
favouring the wished-for success ; and advised His Excel- 
lency to request from this, and the neighbouring Colonies, 
thirteen regiments of Militia to his aid, to be at Cambridge 
by the 1st of February, and to consist of the same number 
of men and officers, as those upon the Continental esta- 
blishment, and to remain (should occasion require) until 
the last of March, application to be made to the General 
Court of the Massachusetts-Bay for seven of those regi- 
ments; to Connecticut, for four; and to New-Hampshire, 
for two ; exempting Rhode-hland from their quota of men, 
on account of the repeated insults of the enemy's ships of 
Avar, and the exposed situation of the sea-coasts of that 
Colony. 

His Excellency also informed the Council of the great 
deficiency of arms, and the small prospect of a supply, (the 
Recruiting Officers having signified to him, that the re- 
cruits would not bring arms without an allowance for the 
use of them, and be assured they might caTry them home 
at the expiration of their services.) 

The Council, thereupon, advised the General to pro- 
cure arms upon those terms, as there seemed no probabi- 
lity of getting imported arms, and the service must be put 
to the utmost hazard without. 

Cambridge, January 19, 1776. 
Gentlemen: The enclosures herewith sent, convey 
such full accounts of the sad reverse of our a flairs in Ca- 
nada, as to. render it unnecessary for me, in my present 
hurry, to add ought to the tale. Your spirited Colony 
will, I have no doubt, be sufficiently impressed with the 
expediency of a vigorous exertion to prevent the evils 
which, otherwise, must follow from the repulse of our troops. 
]t does not admit of a doubt but that General Carleton 
will improve this advantage to the utmost, and if he should 
be abie to give different current of sentiment to the Cana- 
dians and Indians, than those they seemed inclined to adopt, 
words are unnecessary to describe the melancholy effect 
that will, inevitably, follow. I am persuaded, therefore, that 
you will exert yourselves to the utmost, to throw in the 
reinforcement, (by the route mentioned in Genera] Schuy- 
ler's letter,) that is now required of your Colony, as the 
doing of it expeditiously may prove a matter of the utmost 

mportance. You will perceive, by the Minutes of the 
Council of War enclosed, that the regiment asked of you 
for Canada is one of the number applied for in my letter 
of the 16th instant, and that the only difference with re- 
spect to the requisition, is the length of time, and place of 
service, as no good would result from sending troops to 

Canada for a shorter period than the Continental Army is 

raised for, to wit: till the 1st of January, 1777. 

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your most obedient, 

humble servant, ,-, w 

' (jeokge Washington. 

To the General Court of Massachusetts- Bay. 

A Letter similar to the preceding was sent to the Go- 
vernments of Connecticut and New- Hampshire. 

January 19, 1776. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration bis Excellency General Washington's Letter 
to this Court, of the 15th instant, have attended that ser- 
vice, and report as followeth, viz: 

That his Excellency be informed that it is the opinion of 
this Court, there would be a general supply of fire-arms 
brought into the camp, if he would give publick notice that 



if the recruits would come well armed, they should be 
allowed for the use of their arms, and, if lost in the ser- 
vice, the just value of them should be paid ; and that their 
arms shall not be detained from them when their time of 
service shall expire. And that, to detain the arms of 
the Militia, without their consent, would neither promote 
the good of the service, nor facilitate the arming the forces, 
as it would produce a general uneasiness through the coun- 
try. And that his Excellency be also informed, that this 
Colony have in store, but about two hundred fire-arms, 
part of which are out of repair ; such as will do for the 
service, although provided for the particular use of this 
Colony, we shall be ready to deliver, if they shall be need- 
ed, and do all in our power to aid his Excellency in arm- 
ing the troops. 

By order: James Prescott. 

In Council, January 1G, 1776: Read and sent down. 
Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

In the House of Representatives, January 16, 1776: 
Read and accepted, and thereupon, Ordered, That the 
Committee appointed to wait upon His Excellency Gen- 
eral Washington , on the subject of his Letter of the .lOlh 
current, be a Committee to present him a copy of the 
within Report. Sent up for concurrence. 

James Warren, Speaker. 

In Council, January 16, 1776: Read and concurred. 
Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

A true copy. — Attest: 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 12, 177G. 
(Parole, Pendleton.) (Coimterwgn, Deane.) 

His Excellency, the Commander-in-chief, having been 
pleased to order an advertisement in the several news- 
papers of this and the adjoining Colonies, commanding 
" all Officers, non-Commissioned Officers, and Soldiers, ncvy 
absent upon any leave or pretence whatsoever, to join 
their respective Regiments, at Roxbury and Cambridge, by 
the 1st day of February next, and all Officers neglecting 
to pay due obedience thereto, will be forthwith cashiered, 
and every non-Cominissioned Officer and Soldier, failing 
therein, to be tried and punished as Deserters," the Colo- 
nels, and Commanding Officers of Regiments and Corps, 
are now positively ordered not to grant any more furloughs, 
or leaves of absence to any Officer, non-Cominissioned Offi- 
cer, or Soldier, any former order or permission heretofore 
given notwithstanding. His Excellency, therefore, expects 
every Colonel, and Commanding Officer of Regiments and 
Corps, will direct all those absent from their Regiments or 
Corps, to pay strict obedience to this Order, that no person 
may plead, or be allowed to plead, ignorance thereof. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 13, 1776. 
(Parole, Comvsy.) (Countersign, Crajtcn.) 

To prevent any misconception of the Order of yesterday, 
it is declared, that the Commanding Officers of Regiments 
are not restrained from sending out as many recruiting offi- 
cers as can be spared from the duties of their respective 
Regiments, but that those officers, together with such as 
are now out with their recruits, be positively ordered to 
be in camp by the last of this month, that our real strength 
may be fully and clearly ascertained. 

The Colonels, and Commanding Officers of Corps, to 
recommend it, immediately, to their recruiting officers, to 
get all their recruits armed in the country; or, at least, as 
many as it is possible to have supplied with arms from 
thence. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 14, 1776. 

(Parole, Peterborough.) (Countenipi, London.) 

A General Court-Martial to sit to-morrow morning in 
Cambridge, to try such prisoners as shall he brought before 
them. All evidences and persons concerned to attend the 
Court. The Court to assemble at Mr. Pomeroy's, at ten, 
In the forenoon. 

Hsad-Quarters, Cambridge, January 15, 1776. 
(Parole, Lutterel.) (Countersign, Fox.) 
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Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 16, 1776. 
(Parole, Sayrc.J (Countersign, Laoii.) 

Notwithstanding the repeated orders issued in the course 
of the last campaign, forbidding all officers commanding 
Guards, to suffer any of their Guard to be absent day or 
night from their Guard until regularly relieved, yet it is 
with surprise the General hears that it is a common prac- 
tice, even at the advanced posts next the enemy. Any 
officer commanding at any of the guards or outposts, who 
shall, for the future, suffer any of their officers or men to 
be absent, until regularly relieved, will be put in arrest, and 
tried for disobedience of orders. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 17, 1776. 

(Parole, Cornwallis.) (Countersign, Hartley.) 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 18, 1776. 
fParoIc, ITorceiter.) (Countersign, Cambridge.) 

Samuel Neason, Quartermaster to Colonel Prcscott's 
Regiment, tried at a General Court-Martial, whereof Col- 
onel Patterson was President, for "defrauding the Sol- 
diers of their allowance of Bread," is acquitted by the 
Court. The General orders Quartermaster Neason to be 
released from his arrest. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 19, 1776. 
(Parole, yen-Kami.) (Countersign, Uc.) 

One Serjeant, one Corporal, and twelve men, from Gen- 
eral Putnam's division, to mount to-morrow morning for the 
Provost Guard, at the old School-House, on Cambridge 
Common. To this guard all prisoners accused of crimes, 
ccnisable by a General Court-Martial, are to be sent, and 
all suspected spies, and all strollers and stragglers, who 
cannot give a proper account of themselves. The guard is 
to be under the immediate command of the Provost, and 
he is only to receive orders from Head-Quarters, the Gen- 
eral- in-chief, the Adjutant and Quartermaster-Generals for 
the time being. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY. 

Cambridge, January 19, 1776. 

Gentlemen : The enclosures herewith sent convey such 
full accounts of the sad reverse of our affairs in Canada, 
as to render it unnecessary for me, in my present hurry, 
to add ought to the tale. 

Your spirited Colony will, I have no doubt, be suffi- 
ciently impressed with the expediency of a vigorous exer- 
tion to prevent the evils which must follow from the re- 
pulse of our troops. It does not admit of a doubt but that 
General Carleton will improve this advantage to the utmost ; 
and if he should be able to give another current of senti- 
ment to the Canadians and Indians, than those they 
seemed inclined to adopt, words are unnecessary to describe 
the melancholy effect that must inevitably follow. 

I am persuaded, therefore, that you will exert yourselves 
to the utmost to throw in the reinforcement by the route 
mentioned in General Schuyler's letter, that is now re- 
quired of your Colony, as the doing of it, expeditiously, 
may prove a matter of the utmost importance. 

You will perceive by the Minutes of the Council of War, 

enclosed, that the regiment asked of you, for Canada, is one 

of the seven applied for in my letter of the 16th instant, 

and that the only difference with respect to the requisition 

is the length of time and place of service, as no good 

would result from sending troops to Canada for a shorter 

period than the Continental Army is raised for, to wit, till 

the first of January, 1777. 

I am, gentlemen, &c. r> « 17 

' ° ' George Washington. 

The Honourable General Court of Massachusetts-Bay. 

To the Honourable Matthew Thornton. — A letter of 
the same date and similar to the preceding one. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, &,c. — A letter 
of the same date and similar to the preceding ones to the 
Honourable General Court of Massachusetts-Bay, and the 
Honourable Matthew Thornton, Esq., with this postscript: 

Your favour of the 15th instant now lies before me, but 



the hurry in which I am engaged, at present, allows no more 
than time for acknowledgment of it. 

Yours, &c. G. W. 

GENERAL SULLIVAN TO COLONELS WALBRON and CHESLEY. 

Winter-Hill, January 19, 1776. " 

A requisition being made upon the Colony of New- 
llampshire for a regiment of men, consisting of seven hun- 
dred and twenty-eight, including all officers, I have, after 
consulting his Excellency General Washington, thought 
proper to raise and officer a regiment out of the officers 
and soldiers lately come in from that Colony, to remain in 
the Continental service until the first day of April next. 
I have named eight Captains, and have nominated you, the 
said John fValdron, as chief Colonel of said regiment, and 
you, the said Alpheut Chesley, as Lieutenant-Colonel 
thereof, and have wrote to the General Assembly upon 
the measure I have adopted, and requested them to fur- 
nish one month's pay, advance, for said regiment, upon, the 
credit of the Continent. 

You are, therefore, requested, immediately, to repair to 
the General Assembly, wait on them with my compliments 
and these orders ; receive their commands, and, immedi- 
ately, proceed to complete the regiment proposed, and re- 
turn to Head-Quarters by the first day of February next. 
You will please to pay strict obedience to the commands 
of that Assembly, and on all occasions give notice of your 
proceedings to your humble servant, 

John Sullivan, 
Brigadier- General of the Continental Army. 

To John Waldron and Alpheut Chesley, Esquires. 



SAMUEL DEXTER TO PEREZ MORTON. 

Woodstock, January 23, 1776. 

Sir: Your letter of the 1st instant, wrote by direction 
of the major part of the honourable Council, informing 
me of my appointment to be first Justice of the Court of 
Common Pleas, for the County of Suffolk, did not come 
to hand till the arrival of the third post after its date, or I 
should sooner have returned the answer expected from me. 

At a time when my declining a seat in the General 
Court has removed all ground of objection from any sup- 
posed impropriety of acting, both in a legislative and judi- 
ciary capacity, I should not choose to excuse myself from 
accepting this trust, did not the ill state of my health abso- 
lutely require it. 

My complaints, which have been, gradually, increasing 
for more than two years pas!, are chiefly of the nervous 
kind, and forbid any degree of mental application beyond 
what is indispensably necessary for the management of my 
private concerns. I cannot promise myself strength suffi- 
cient even for matters of such comparatively small im- 
portance. 

Such of the honourable gentlemen with whom I for- 
merly sat in Council will testify for me, that, however 
poorly I acquitted myself in the discharge of my duty to 
the publick, I ever appeared solicitous to act a part that 
should meet with approbation. 

Although in the department designed me, but moderate 
attention and study may be thought requisite, yet even 
that I am, by indisposition of body, which affects my mind, 
rendered totally unfit for. 

Some time since 1 came to a determination never to en- 
gage in any new kind of employment of a publick nature; 
and, for the future, to do no more than a conscientious re- 
gard for my oath should demand of me in the office I have, 
for divers years past, sustained ; and I have, sir, to request 
that you would, by communicating this letter, make their 
Honours acquainted with a resolution which 1 have, upon 
mature thought, found it needful to enter into. 

I am no less desirous that the honourable Board should 
know that 1 have a grateful sense of the honour they have 
done me; and that 1 wish their happiness with a fervency 
not to be expressed, although exceeded by the ardour with 
which I pray for the salvation of my country. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Samuel Dextek. 
To Perez Morton, Esq., Deputy Secretary of Massachu- 
setts-Bay, Watertoicn. 
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ON OPENING THE PORTS OF THE COLONIES TO THE VESSELS MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES IN CONGRESS. 



OF FRANCE AND SPAIN. 



Wiiliamsburgh, Virginia, January 20, 1776. 

As the. Ministry, and then - tools, have persisted in charg- 
ing America with a desire of independence, and in spite of 
all the most solemn declarations on her part, that she is 
still (or rather, I hope, was) willing to be subject to Bri- 
tain, as completely as she was in the year 1763, and as we 
have good reason to suppose, great as their lust of power 
is, that avarice has the greatest share in influencing their 
conduct, and that, therefore, not merely an empty title to 
superiority is claimed, or even a substantial revenue, but 
that something more is insisted on, the total monopoly of 
our trade ; I say, as these things are evident, we have just 
cause of complaint, and may well resent such low suspi- 
cion and base treatment. 

Whoever considers the acts of Parliament, laying re- 
strictions on the trade of the Colonies, before the year 
1763, will be astonished to find that the Congress, after 
one of their petitions had been treated with contempt, 
and a bloody, perfidious, and inhuman war was entered 
into against them, should consent that those acts should 
still be binding on them ! 

When we entered into an association not to trade with 
Great Britain, provided she had been contented to try 
who could hold put longest, and see who would repent first, 
and make the first overtures of accommodation, it would 
have been right to have contented ourselves with our own 
manufactures : but when they not only laugh at our efforts 
in this way, and affect to despise our whole trade, as of no 
importance to them, but also have, by levying against us a 
heavy and savage war, obliged us to incur many and great 
expenses, and to neglect, in many parts of our country, 
agriculture and manufactures, we must be fools, indeed, 
not to open our ports, and to try what value may be put 
on our trade by France and Spain, and how we may, 
thereby, influence them in our favour, and endeavour, by 
our trade, to procure every thing necessary for the support 
of the war, and our defence and comfort. By doing this 
we pave the way to a powerful alliance, and by it may 
humble the pride of our enemies, may show them we bid 
defiance to their attempts to enslave us, and that, so far 
from being %ufferers for want of their trade, we can do ten 
times better without it. 

If the ports were open to all nations, except the Bri- 
tish, we might soon sink our paper money, and our estates 
would be of ten times their present value. Our tobacco, 
hemp, flax, cotton, tar, pitch, turpentine, iron, lead, staves, 
and lumber ; our wheat, oats, barley, rye, rice, Indian 
Corn, pi&s, beans, Sic, &c, might be sold for their real 
value, in cash, or such commodities as we might wish to 
barter them for. Our tobacco would then always com- 
mand a good price, and ready money ; we should seldom 
get less than thirty or forty shillings a hundred for it in 
cash ; good wheat would sell for six or seven shillings a 
bushel, and all other things in proportion; and, instead of 
paying the high price we now do for British goods, bought 
of Scolfh factors, at an extravagant rate after selling them 
our tobacco for a mere nothing, we should buy every thing 
equally good, if not better, at half price, and often get 
them in exchange for articles of our produce which now 
We never attend to: The truth of this can be asserted by 
those who have traded in French, Spanish, Dutch, or Ita- 
lian ports. Claret would then be as cheap as Madeira 
wine, and velvet as broadcloth, and rum, sugar, molasses, 
wine, oil, olives, French brandy, arrack, tea, spices, &c, 
&c, would be exchanged here for such necessaries, or rari- 
ties, as would be wanted in the different ships, by the cap- 
tains, factors, or men, and by their friends and customers, 
at the different ports they come from. Our ports would 
then be filled with ships, and our towns with respectable 
merchants ; the value of our country would soon be known 
abroad, and numbers of people, of ingenuity and property, 
would cpme and settle among us. We should have the 
trade protected against our present oppressors, the amplest 
means of defence afforded us, and even Great Britain 
herself would soon court our favour, and be willing to form 
a commercial league with us. 

Let any one consider these things, and then let him 
say, whether he would hesitate a moment to open our 
ports. - An American. 



[No. 2.] Annapolis, January 20, 1776. 

Gentlemen: By a resolution of the Convention, the 
city of Annapolis, and the town of Baltimore, are to be 
fortified, if it be practicable. As we are much at a loss for 
cannon, and as we hear they have more at Neiv- York and 
Philadelphia than they have occasion for, we imagine 
they may be willing to spare some of them. We must, 
therefore, request you will be pleased to inquire of the 
gentlemen of those Provinces, in Congress, or of the Com- 
mittee of Philadelphia whether it will be agreeable to them 
to lend us any of them, and acquaint us with their answer. 
We shall want about thirty or forty eighteen-pounders ; if 
we are favoured with the loan of them, they shall be re- 
turned, or paid for if lost or damaged. As there will be great 
danger in attempting to get them round by water, if we 
borrow them from the Province of New-York, we judge it 
may be best to get them down by land to Delaware Bay, 
from thence, over short carrying-places, they may be got 
into our Bay. Any money that may be necessary to defray 
the expenses in getting down, shall be sent you, or lodged 
where you think proper. We enclose you a copy of the 
resolutions of the Convention for emitting bills of credit, 
as some clauses require particular duties to be performed by 
yourselves. We are, respectfully, gentlemen, yours, &c. 
To the Deputies for Maryland, in Congress. 



STEPHEN STEWARD TO CHARLES WALLACE. 

West-River, Saturday, January 20, 1776. 

Dear Charles : I have long been thinking of a ma- 
chine of some sort, to save your town. I think, I have 
now fell on one, that shall withstand against any ship in 
the navy that they can trust before your town. The ma- 
chine must float, and carry twenty eighteen-pounders ; it 
must be about one hundred and eight feet long, thirty- 
two feet, or less, broad, five and a half feet deep, the sides 
and ends to be glasaded, so that the men shall fight under 
cover, and the sides and ends cannon proof. This ma- 
chine, I think, may be completed in two months, at the 
expense of two thousand five hundred pounds, or less. The 
friendship I have from yourself, T. Hyde and T. Hanoood, 
has partly employed my mind this six weeks past. If the 
Committee of Safety think well of this matter, there is no 
time to be lost, and you must come down to me to-morrow 
morning, as 1 can wait neither on you, nor the Committee, 
in all next week. If this machine, or floating battery, caTi be 
got ready in time, I think it will save your town from any 
thing that can be done to it by sea. Every man of you 
must attend to this matter, as one hundred men may be 
employed. I am, Charles, with sincere respect, yours, 
To Charles Wallace, Esq. Stephen Steward. 

P. S. This machine may always keep a fire on the ene- 
my, as there must be two cannon in each end, and eight on 
each side. She may carry fifty-two swivels on her sides 
and ends, to prevent her being boarded. 

My friend I think ill used by both Congress and Conven- 
tion. The Congress gave their ships to build to men that 
knows nothing of the business. Jack Steward, you know, 
has been used ill by Convention, but still I am ready to 
serve my country in every degree that lies in my power. 

If any opportunity, send Thomas Johnson a copy of this 
to-day, as he desired I would think of something of this 
sort to save the town. 

JAMES MURRAY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Cambridgo, January 20, 1776. 

Gentlemen: The bearer hereof, Mr. James Campbell, 
who acted as a Captain of our Militia, had the honour, on 
application, of being appointed a Lieutenant of the Light 
Infantry Company at our last Convention. 

I am to beg leave to introduce this gentleman to you, as 
particularly worthy your notice. I think, upon conversa- 
tion with him, he may afford some very useful hints in those 
branches, that we, at this time, stand so much in need of: 
I mean gunnery and fortification. Have known him for 
several years, in character of a captain of a ship, the sea- 
faring life having been his calling from his infancy, and 
think, to do him justice in that sense, or any other that he 
engages in, he will merit esteem. I believe he brings with 
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him a plan of a floating battery, his own invention, which 
may, very possibly, afford matter for improvement, should 
the original fail. If you attempt fortification, and are not 
already supplied with an able hand, believe you will find 
him very clever in drawing and taking charts of your har- 
bours and Bay, and pointing out the fittest place to erect 
fortifications on. 

With due regard, I remain, gentlemen, your humble ser- 
vant, , .. 

' James Murray. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, January 20, 1776. 

Sir: In my former letter, I mentioned the disagreeable 
news received from Canada. The Congress have taken 
that matter into consideration, and having examined Mr. 
Antill, and duly deliberated on the situation of our affairs in 
that quarter, they have come to sundry resolutions, which I 
have the honour to enclose. 

I would just observe, that by Mr. AnliWs examination, 
it appears our loss is greater than what is set forth in the 
despatches he brought; a copy of which was transmitted to 
you. Almost the whole of General Arnold's gallant de- 
tachment are taken prisoners, having, after four hours' resis- 
tance, been obliged to surrender at discretion. However, 
we have the satisfaction to hear the prisoners are treated 
with humanity. 

The Congress are anxious, as well from motives of po- 
licy, as of justice and humanity, to repair our losses in that 
quarter, and if possible, to gain possession of Quebeck, and 
drive our enemies out of that country, before they can be 
reinforced in the Spring. 

An active, able General is wanted to take the command 
there, and if such an one can be spared from the service at 
Cambridge, it is their desire you should send him. 

The battalion from Pennsylvania, and that from New- 
Jersey, will set forward the beginning of next week. 

As it is of great importance, as well for the security and 
relief of our friends, as for confirming the wavering, that 
speedy succours should arrive, I am directed to request 
you to detach from the camp, at Cambridge, one battalion, 
if the service there will permit you to spare one, with orders 
to march with the greatest expedition possible to Canada. 
If this cannot be complied with, you will use your utmost 
endeavours in stimulating the Governour of Connecticut and 
the Convention of New- Hampshire, to whom I write by 
this opportunity, to forward, with the utmost despatch, the 
very first companies that can be raised in those Colonies. 
You can easily conceive what effect the arrival of even one 
company will have on the minds of our friends, especially 
when they shall be satisfied it will soon be followed by more. 

The Colony of South- Carolina has been so fortunate 
as to oblige Lord William Campbell, with the vessels of 
war, to quit their harbour. Being earnestly desirous of 
providing for their defence, they have resolved to fit out 
some armed vessels, but not having seamen among them- 
selves, they have despatched Captain Cochran to the north- 
ward, to inlist a number of seamen for the service of that 
Colony. Lest the offers he was empowered to make 
might prejudice the service, the Congress have chalked out 
a plan for him to go by, as you will see in the enclosed 
extracts, and I am directed to desire you will please to for- 
ward this service. 

Yesterday Doctor J. Smith, who made his escape from 
Frederick, was brought to this town. He was taken at 
the Little Meadows, on his way to Detroit, and had with 
him letters from Connolly to the commanding officer there. 

I hinted to you in my former letter, that the Congress 
were taking measures for the defence of the Middle and 
Southern Colonies. For this purpose, over and above those 
destined for Canada, they have ordered four battalions to 
be raised in the Colony of New- York, two in New- Jersey, 
four in Pennsylvania, one in the Counties on Delaware, 
six in Virginia, three in North-Carolina, three in South- 
Carolina, and one in Georgia, each to consist of seven 
hundred and twenty-eight men, including officers, making 
in the whole, with those for Canada, thirty-four battalions, 

I have the honour to be, Sic. 

John Hancock, President. 
To General Washington. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GOVERNffUK TRUMBULL. 
Philadelphia, January, 26, 1776, 

Sir: In my former letter I enclosed you sundry resolu- 
tions, passe i by Congress for the defence of Canada, and 
therein took tSe liberty of urging the necessity of sending 
speedy succours to that country. 

The disagreeable news lately received from that quarter, 
and the repulse our troops met with in their attempt on 
Quebeck, in which we had the misfortune of losing the 
brave and gallant General Montgomery, render it still more 
necessary, with all possible despatch, to reinforce our Army 
there, as well for the security and relief of our friends, as 
for the better securing the rights and liberties, not only of 
that Colony, but of the other United Colonies. 

In addition to the former, I have now the honour of en- 
closing sundry resolutions passed since the advice received, 
and I trust, from your approved zeal in the cause of Ame- 
rica, that every endeavour in your power will be exerted 
to levy and forward the battalion ordered to be raised in 
your Colony. 

You will easily conceive what life, spirit, and confidence, 
the arrival of but one company will give our friends there, 
especially, when they understand it is quickly to be follow- 
ed by more forces. You will, therefore, with the utmost 
despatch forward the first that can be got ready. 

To prevent any delay, I send, enclosed, by order of Con- 
gress, blank commissions for the Field-Officers, Captains, 
and Subalterns, which you will please to fill up with the 
names of such gentlemen as you shall judge best quali- 
fied. 

Time does not permit me to enlarge. I must, therefore, 
beg leave to refer you to the enclosed extracts, and have 
the honour to be, &,c, 

John Hancock, President. 

To Governour Trumbull. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO CONVENTION OF NEW-HAMP- " 
SHIRE. 

Philadelphia, January 20, 1776. 
. Gentlemen : In addition to the resolutions of Congress, 
passed the 8th instant, for the defence of Canada, I have 
now to add sundry others, which the advices lately receiv- 
ed, and the repulse our troops met with, in an attempt on 
Qutbeck, render absolutely necessary to be carried into 
execution, with all possible despatch. 

There is every reason to hope that a timely reinforce- 
ment will not only secure our friends and retrieve our. 
losses, but put us in possession of Quebeck before succours: 
can reach our enemies. I am, therefore, directed most 
earnestly to press you with all possible expedition to levy 
and forward the battalion ordered to be raised in your Co- 
lony. And as you lie the most contiguous, I trust, from 
your wonted zeal, you will be the first to carry relief and 
succour. 

You will easily conceive what life, spirit, and confidence, 
the arrival of but one company will give our friends there,, 
especially when they understand it is quickly to be followed; 
by more forces. You will, therefore, with the utmost de- 
spatch forward the first that can be got ready. 

To prevent any delay, 1 send, enclosed, by order of Con- 
gress, blank commissions for the Field-Officers, Captains, 
and Subalterns, which you will please to fill up with the 
names of such gentlemen as you shall judge best qualified 
and proper for the service. 

The money for defraying the expense of the battalion 
will be forwarded by your Delegate with all possible de- 
spatch. The encouragement given to the men will, I hope, 
facilitate your business, and I trust your zeal will not be 
wanting in the defence of our common liberties. Time will 
not permit me to enlarge. I must, therefore, beg leave, for_ 
other matters, to refer you to the enclosed extracts, only 
reminding you that the battalion is to consist of eight com- 
panies, and each company of one Captain, two Lieute- 
nants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, four Corporals, a drum 
and fife, and seventy-six privates ; the Staff Officers : a Sur- 
geon, a Quartermaster, an Adjutant, and a Chaplain. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, &c, 

John Hancock, President. 
To the Convention of New-Hampshire. 
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PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, January 20, 1776. 

Gentlemen: I have the honour of enclosing you sun- 
dry resolutions passed by Congress, as well for ihe defence 
of your Colony, as for repairing the loss lately sustained in 
Canada, and succouring our friends there, 
f The shortness .of the time will not permit me to enlarge. 
I must, therefore, beg leave to refer you to the enclosed 
extracts, and just inform you, that the Congress rely with 
confidence on your zeal for the cause, that you will exert 
your utmost endeavours to hasten the march of the troops 
Ordered to Canada, and to raise those destined for the de- 
fence of your Colony. Herewith I send you blank com- 
missions for the officers under the rank of Majors, which 
you will please to fill up. On the recommendation of Gen- 
eral Schuyler, the Congress have continued Colonel Van 
Schaick, Lieutenant-Colonel Yates, and Major Ganse- 
voort, in the service of the United Colonics, and have ap- 
pointed them to the command of the battalion to be raised 
in your Colony for the defence of Canada ; and they have 
directed me, agreeable to an established rule, to request 
you will please to transmit, as soon as possible, the names 
of a. number of gentlemen, whom you shall judge duly 
qualified, at least two for each command, out of whom they 
may elect Field-Officers for the other battalions. 

. 1 am, gentlemen, Sic, T rT D ■ , . 

- ° John Hancock, President. 

To the Convention, or Committee of Safety, of New- York. 



of whom the Congress may elect Field-Officers for said 
battalion. Blank commissions will be sent you to fill up 
with the names of such as you shall please to appoint offi- 
cers under the rank of Major. 

I must not omit pressing the necessity of attending to 
the collecting of specie, an article so necessary just at this 
juncture, that the safety of America depends upon it; for 
without it, an army cannot, at this time, be kept up in Ca- 
nada, and the loss of Canada will, in all probability, involve' 
us in an Indian war. 

I am, &c, John Hancock, President. 

To the Committee of Safety of New-Jersey. 



PRES/IDEN'f OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia, January 20, 1776. 

Sir : On Wednesday evening, Mr. Antill arrived with 
your despatches of the 13ili instant, which were imme- 
diately communicated. 

The Congress sincerely condole with you on the loss of 
your amiable friend, their gallant and much esteemed Gen- 
eral. 

Having conferred with Mr. Antill, and duly deliberated 
on the situation of our affairs in Canada, they have come 
to sundry resolutions, which I have the honour to enclose, 
an'd which you will please to communicate with the utmost 
despatch to General Wooster, as far as they relate to the 
defence of Canada, or are necessary for his direction. 

The Congress rely with confidence that he will exert 
his best endeavours to keep up the spirits of his troops, 
especially, when you assure him, that every means will be 
osed, with all possible expedition, to succour and support 
him. The battalions from Pennsylvania .mid New-Jersey, 
which were under marching orders, will set forward the 
beginning of next week; and despatches are sent to Gen- 
eral Washington, and to the Colonies of Connecticut and 
New-Hampshire, to hasten up troops from thence. 
- Enclosed is a number of commissions for the battalions 
to be raised in Canada, which you will cause to be filled 
up with the names of such as you shall deem most suit- 
able. As General Montgomery, to whom it was left to 
recommend proper officers, is now no more, you will en- 
deavour to find out the most accomplished and suitable 
men, for the Canadian regiments; having a regard to men 
of influence, and such as are best attached to our cause. 

', . '' John Hancock, President. 

To General Schuyler. 

PRESIDENT '.Ot CONGRESS TO" NEW-JERSEY COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, January 20, 1776. 

Gentlemen: I am directed by Congress to forward to 
you the enclosed resolutions, by which, you will perceive, 
it is their earnest desire, that you should exerf your utmost 
endeavours in forwarding the march of the battalion to 
Canada. 

As another battalion is ordered to be raised in your Co- 
lony, it is expected you will pursue the most effectual 
measures for levying the same with all possible expedition, 
and supplying them with arms, accoutrements, and other 
necessaries, that there may be no delay. I am directed to 
requ*est you to send the names of such gentlemen as you 
judge best qualified, at least two .for each comimmd, out 



josiah bartlett to new-hampshire committee of 

SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, January 20, 177G. 

Gentlemen: The Congress on the 8th instant, voted 
to raise one regiment in the western parts of our Province 
for the service in Canada. The news of the misfortune at 
Queleck arriving here last Thursday, they voted yesterday 
to give the men a bounty of forty shillings, and one month's 
pay advance, to encourage the speedy inlisting and sending 
forward said regiment, and I hope you will do every thing 
in your power to hasten it, as the taking and securing ^Ca- 
nada this Winter, or early in the Spring, before the arrival 
of British troops, will be of almost infinite advantage tp 
the Continent, more especially to New-England, and to 
our Colony in particular. One regiment will begin to 
march from this place for Canada in a few days, and one 
regiment from New- Jersey in eight or ten days ; orders are, 
also, given to raise men as soon as possible for the same, 
service, besides those in New- Hampshire, one more regi- 
ment in Pennsylvania, one ditto, in New-Jersey, one ditto, 
on the western parts of New- York, and one ditto, in Con- 
necticut, and this day I expect one will be ordered to be 
raised in Massachusetts for the same purpose. No cost or 
pains must be spared to secure the important Province of 
Cunada. 

I beg leave to renew my request, that Delegates may be 
appointed and sent here, as soon as possible, as in my opi- 
nion the representation of a Colony, at this important crisis, 
is too weighty and important to be intrusted to any one 
person. That you may see the necessity of a larger repre- 
sentation of our Colony, I would inform you, that beside 
Committees for special purposes, that are frequently chosen, 
there are four or five standing Committees appointed, some 
for secrecy, some for despatch ; some of which Conimitieejs 
are intrusted with large powers. ; and that there may be no- 
cause of complaint, those Committees consist .of one ..Dele- 
gate from each Colony; sometimes two, sometimes three, of 
those Committees sit at the same time, so that, though I 
attend some one of the Committees almost every night 
and morning, before and after Congress, yet sometimes 
business of consequence is transacted by them without our 
Colony being represented, and sometimes the Committees 
sit while the Congress is sitting, so that our Colony must 
be unrepresented in one of them, while every other Colo- 
ny may be represented in both. 

I have been here almost five months, great part of the 
time without a colleague. I really find that I never knew 
what confinment, with business, was before, and that I want 
more exercise of body, and less of mind, at least for sorrje 
time. I please myself with hopes I shall soon see Dele- 
gates here from our Colony, and that I may return to my 
family, and with my domestick affairs relax and unbend 
my fatigued mind. 

The sum of twelve thousand five hundred dollars, which 
the Congress ordered to be sent to you, to be used in rais- 
ing our regiment for Canada, I shall send forward, as soon 
as I can. Please to acquaint me with the publick affairs 
of our Colony, as often as convenient, and, in particular, 
with your success, from time to time, in raising the regi- 
ment. As the Congress have intrusted you with appoint* 
ing the officers, 1 know you will do the best you can to 
appoint proper persons, and hope you will be so fortunate 
as to give general satisfaction. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Josiah Bartlett. 
To the Provincial Committee of Safety of New-Hampsliire 
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COLONEL BULL TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

[Read January 20, 1776.] 

Mat it please your Honours : An attachment to 
liberty, and a regard for the rights of mankind, were the 
only motives which induced me to take an active and lead- 
ing part in the present unhappy, but, at the same time, 
most necessary struggle for the defence of the same. Being 
actuated by these motives, I offered my service, as Colonel 
of the First Pennsylvania Battalion, raised by order of 
your honourable House, to which command your Honours 
were pleased to appoint me. It would be the greatest 
satisfaction to me, personally, to oppose the enemies of my 
country, but finding myself ill-treated by many of the offi- 
cers in my corps, and that near one-half of them threaten 
to resign their commissions if I continue in command, 
which, at a time when we are under immediate marching 
orders, might be productive of very bad consequences to 
the service, my regard to the publick interest obliges me 
to beg leave to resign my commission, which I hereby do, 
at the same time humbly requesting, that the Congress 
would proceed to a determination on the memorial exhi- 
bited against me by my officers, as I value my reputation 
more than life.* If I have erred, I have erred with those 
who have gone before me, and it has been the fault of my 
head and not of my heart. 

The present untoward circumstances shall not alter my 
conduct, nor abate my zeal, and whenever I shall be called 
upon again to serve my country, I shall, with the greatest 
pleasure, obey the summons. 

I am, gentlemen, with the utmost regard, your most 
©bedient, humble servant, , „ 

To the Honourable Continental Congress of the United 
Colonies, now sitting at Philadelphia. 



TESTIMONY OF THE QUAKERS. 

Ancient Testimony and Principles of the People called 
Quakers, renewed, with respect to the King and Go- 
vernment; and touching the Commotions now prevail- 
ing in these and other parts of America, addressed to 
the People in general. 

A religious concern for our friends and fellow-subjects 
of every denomination, and, more especially, for those of 
all ranks, who, in the present commotions, are engaged in 
publick employments and stations, induces us earnestly to 
beseech every individual, in the most solemn manner, to 
consider the end and tendency of the measures they are 
promoting, and on the most impartial inquiry into the state 
of their minds, carefully to examine whether they are acting 
in the fear of God, and in conformity to the precepts and 
doctrine of our Lord Jesus Christ, whom we profess to 
believe in, and that, by him alone, we expect to be saved 
from our sins. 

The calamities and afflictions which now surround us 
should, as we apprehend, affect every mind with the most 
awful consideration of the dispensations of Divine Provi- 
dence to mankind, in general, in former ages, and that as 
the sins and iniquities of the people subjected them to 
grievous sufferings, the same causes still produce the like 
effects. The inhabitants of these Provinces were long 
signally favoured with peace and plenty. Have the re- 
turns of true thankfulness been generally manifest? Have 
integrity and godly simplicity been maintained, and reli- 
giously regarded ? Hath a religious care to do justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly, been evident? Hath the pre- 
cept of Christ, to do unto others as we would they should 
do unto us, been the governing rule of our conduct ? Hath 
an upright, impartial desire to prevent the slavery and op- 
pression of our fellow-men, and to restore them to their 
natural right, to true Christian liberty, been cherished and 
encouraged ? Or have pride, wantonness, luxury, pro- 
faneness, a partial spirit, and forgetfulness of the goodness 
and mercies of God, become lamentably prevalent. Have 
we not, therefore, abundant occasion to break off from our 
sins by righteousness, and our iniquities by showing mercy 
to the poor; and with true contrition and abasement of 
soul, to humble ourselves, and supplicate the almighty Pre- 

* John P hili]> Df Haat, Esq., (formerly a Major > n th© Provincials 
of this Province,) is 'appointed Colonel of the First Battalion of Perm, 
it/lvania Regulars, instead of Colonel Bull, who has resigned. — Pa. Gax. 
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server of" men, to show favour, and to renew unto us a state' 
of tranquillity and peace ? It is our fervent desire that 
this may soon appear to be the pious resolution of the peo- 
ple in general, of all ranks and denominations; then may 
we have a well-grounded hope, that wisdom from above, 
which is pure, peaceable, and full of mercy and good fruits, 
will preside and govern in the deliberations of those who* 
in these perilous times, undertake the transaction of the 
most important publick affairs ; and that, by their steady 
care and endeavours, constantly to act tinder the influences 
of this wisdom, those of inferior stations will be incited di- 
ligently to pursue those measures which make for peace, 
and tend to the reconciliation of contending parties, on 
principles dictated by the spirit of Christ, who "came not 
to destroy men's lives, but to save them." Luke ix. 56. 
We are so fully assured that these principles are the most 
certain and effectual means of preventing the extreme' 
misery and desolations of wars and bloodshed, that we are 
constrained to entreat all, who profess faith in Christ, to 
manifest that they really believe in him, and desire to ob- 
tain the blessings he pronounced to the makers of pence. 
Matthew, v, 9. His spirit ever leads to seek for, and im- 
prove every opportunity of promoting peace and reconcili- 
ation, and constantly to remember, that, as we really con- 
fide in him, he can, in his own time, change the hearts of 
all men in such manner, that the way to obtain it, hath 
been often opened, contrary to every human prospect and 
expectation. 

May we, therefore, heartily and sincerely unite in suppli- 
cations to the Father of Mercies, to grant the plentiful effu- 
sions of his spirit to all, and, in an especial manner, to those 
in superior stations, that they may, with sincerity, guard 
against and reject all such measures and councils as may 
increase and perpetuate the discord, animosities, and un- 
happy contentions, which now sorrowfully abound. 

VVe cannot, but with distressed minds, beseech all such, 
in the most solemn and awful manner, to consider that, if 
by their acting and persisting in a proud, selfish spirit, and 
not regarding the dictates of true wisdom, such measure? are 
pursued as tend to the shedding of innocent blood, in the day 
when they, and all men, shall appear at the judgment-seat 
of Christ, to receive a reward according to their works, 
they will be excluded from his favour, and their portion 
will be in everlasting misery. See Mat. xxv, 41 ; 2 Cor. y, 
10. The peculiar evidence of Divine regard manifested 
to our ancestors, in the founding Tind settlement of these 
Provinces, we have often commemorated, and desire~ever to 
remember with true thankfulness and reverent admiration. 

When we consider, that at the time they were perse- 
cuted and subjected to severe sufferings, as a people un- 
worthy the benefits of religious or civil society, the hearts 
of the kings and rulers, under whom they thus suffered, 
were inclined to grant them these fruitful countries, and 
intrusted them with charters of very extensive powers and 
privileges ; that on their arrival here, the minds of the 
Natives were inclined to ree'eive them with great hospita- 
lity and friendship, and to cede to them the most valuable 
part of their land on very easy terms ; that while the prin- 
ciples of justice and mercy continued to preside, they were 
preserved in tranquillity and peace, free from the desolating 
calamities of war, and their endeavours were wonderfully 
blessed and prospered, so that the saying of the wisest of 
Kings, was signally verified to them, "When a man's ways 
please the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at 
peace with him." Prov. xvi, 7. 

The benefits, advantages, and favours, we have experi- 
enced by our dependance on, and connection with, the 
Kings and Government under which we have enjoyed this 
happy state, appear to demand from us the greatest cir- 
cumspection, care, and constant endeavours to guard against 
every attempt to alter, or subvert, that dependance and con- 
nection. 

The scenes lately presented to our view, and the pros- 
pect before us, we are sensible, are very distressing and 
discouraging ; and though we lament that such amicable 
measures as have been proposed, both here, and in Eng- 
land, for the adjustment of the unhappy contests subsisting, 
have not yet been effectual ; nevertheless, we should re- 
joice to observe the continuance of mutual peaceable en- 
deavours for effecting a reconciliation, having grounds to 
hope that the Divine favour and blessing will attend them* 
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"II hath ever been our judgment and principle, since we 
were called to profess the light of Christ Jesus, manifested 
in our consciences unto this day, that the setting up and 
putting down Kings and Governments, is God's peculiar 
prerogative, for causes best known to himself, and that it 
is not our business to have any hand or contrivance there- 
in ; nor to be busy bodies above our station, much less to 
plot and contrive the ruin or overturn of any of them, but 
to pray for the King and safety of our nation, and good of 
all men ; that we may live a peaceable and quiet life, in all 
goodness and honesty, under the Government which God 
is pleased 10 set over us." — Ancient Testimony, 1696, in 
Seivell's History. 

May we, therefore, firmly unite in the abhorrence of all 
such writings and measures as evidence a desire and design 
to break off the happy connection we have hitherto enjoyed 
with the Kingdom of Great Britain, and our just and ne- 
cessary subordination to the King, and those who are law- 
fully placed in authority under him ; that thus the repeated 
solemn declarations made on this subject, in the Addresses 
sent to the King, on the behalf of the people of America 
in general, may be confirmed, and remain to be our firm, 
and sincere intentions to observe and fulfil. 

Signed in, and on behalf of, a meeting of the Represent- 
atives of our Religious Society, in Pennsylvania and New- 
Jersey, held at Philadelphia, the twentieth day of the first 

Month, 1776. 

John Pemberton, Clerk. 



NEW-YOKK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES IN 

CONGRESS. 

[Referred to Mr. Ward, Mr. Paine, Mr. Paca, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Rod. 

ney.) 

In Committee of Safety, New- York, ) 
January 20, 1776. J 

Gentlemen: This will be delivered to you by Mr. 
John Foster, who was a member of our last Provincial 
Congress, and is a warm friend to American liberty. In 
the last Summer, during the continuance of our Provincial 
Resolve against the exportation of live stock, and before 
the non-exportation ordered by the Continental Congress 
took effect, be obtained from the Provincial Congress li- 
cense, to export live stock for the purpose of importing 
powder, the execution of which he suspended until he. 
could send his vessel out without danger of molestation 
from the man-of-war; and, as the season of the year now 
gives him security against that danger, he is desirous of 
pursuing his object, for which end he has put himself to 
considerable expense. He, therefore, applied to us for a 
continuance of his permission, conceiving that, as it was 
originally granted before the non-exportation took effect, 
this Committee bas the power to give such continuance. 
We informed him that we were clearly of opinion that he 
had lost bis opportunity, and that we could not relieve 
him ; he, thereupon, signified bis intention of applying to 
the Continental Congress on that subject, as well as con- 
cerning a large ship which he is now building, and which 
he intends to offer for sale to Congress, and requested our 
recommendation, in hopes it would give his application 
weight. We, therefore, beg leave to recommend him, 
through you, to the Congress, as a gentleman worthy of 
the notice of that respectable body. 

We have it much at heart to prevent, as effectually as 
possible, the importation of British and Irish goods. To 
this object our attention has been called by a late importa- 
tion by the way of St. Eustalia. According to the present 
regulation, the reshipping of the goods is the only punish- 
ment, in point of property, to be inflicted on the offender ; 
and we think it absolutely necessary to substitute confisca- 
tion, instead of the reshipping of the goods, as the most 
effectual means to check offences of that kind ; and, in 
this view, we beg leave to recommend the proposed amend- 
ment to your attention. 

We have thought it necessary to appoint a Barrackmas- 
ter for the City and County of New- York, in order that 
the barracks in this city may constantly be kept in a pro- 
per state for the comfortable accommodation of the Conti- 
nental troops that may, from time to time, be posted here, 
or be marching through this city. We have nominated 
Garret Roorback to that office, and, therefore, entreat you 



to procure the settlement of this salary by the Con- 
gress. 

In a resolve of Congress of the 8th instant, it is recom- 
mended to this Committee to inquire " whether the depth 
of water in Hudson's River, below the Battery, may not 
be easily lessened, so as to prevent large ships passing." 
We are at a loss to determine, with any certainty, what 
battery is meant, and request an explanation on that head. 

We have appointed a person, agreeable to the resolve, 
of Congress of the 2d instant, for collecting copies of all 
Petitions, Memorials, and Remonstrances which have been 
presented to the Throne and either of the Houses of Par- 
liament since 1762, and the answer to them. 

We agree that the reasons you assign against making 
application for liberty to export flax-seed are sufficient, 
and, therefore, think it best to withhold such application. 

The business recommended to us in the former part of 
the resolve of the Sth instant, for securing the Port of 
New-York, has been some lime under our consideration. 
We have had an accurate sounding of the channel, which, 
with the plan for the securing the port, and a calculation 
of the expense that will attend it, we shall communicate 
to you as soon as possible. 

On the subject of the resolve of Congress for an ex- 
change of Lieutenant Tylte, we beg leave to inform the 
Congress that, a few days before the receipt of that re- 
solve, application was made to Captain Vandeput, under 
our directions, on that subject, by a person connected with. 
Lieutenant Tylee, to procure his exchange. Captain Van- 
deput answered that it was not in his power to exchange 
him at present ; that he had, long since, wrote to his Ad- 
miral for directions on that subject, the answer to which^ 
had miscarried; and that he had not any directions to ex 5 
change. We have appointed a member to request the 
Mayor of this city to use his influence with Captain Van- 
deput, or Captain Parker, to make a second application to 
the Admiral on that matter. 

We have received from you, gentlemen, sundry requests 
about our accounts. We are so few in number, and con- 
tinually so overpressed with the despatch of publick mat- 
ters, that it has not yet been in our power to give due 
attention to that affair. We will endeavour to employ 
assistance, and have the accounts prepared as soon as pos- 
sible. 

We are, most respectfully, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient, humble servants. By order of the Committee : 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, Chairman. 
To the Delegates of the Colony of Neiv- York, in Congress. 



JOHN BRICKELL TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, January 20, 1775. 
Gentlemen: As this Colony has vested you with the 
legislative power, and you are the only parents to whom 
we, as children, look up for justice and protection, I hope 
the application of an innocent, suffering individual, and a 
stranger, will not be considered as impertinent, or treated 
with neglect. 

On Wednesday, the 12th instant, being abroad about 
my lawful business, some wicked persons, taking advan- 
tage of the publick disturbances, and of the opportunity 
which a number of soldiers, and others, being in the house 
where I lodged gave them, forced themselves in my cham- 
ber, broke open my chest and clothes-press, and robbed 
me of my linen apparel, and other things, to the value of 
ninety or one hundred dollars, a loss which, in my present 
circumstances, being at a distance from my friends, and 
having no means of obtaining a supply, is particularly 
grievous. 

Now, gentlemen, as I have incontestable evidence that 
I have always spoken and acted as became a friend to 
America, since the commencement of the unhappy dis- 
pute with Great Britain, I am induced to hope you will 
take my misfortune into consideration, and afford me such 
relief as may be consistent with the publick honour and 
justice. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant, 

John Brickell. 
To the Honourable the Delegates of the Provincial Con- 
gress, for the Colony of Neiv- York. 
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Now-York, January 20, 1776. 
I, the subscriber, do certify that 1 have known John 
Brickell to speak and act, since the commencement of our 
troubles, as became a friend to American liberty. 

Robert Harpur, Deputy Chairman. 



COLONEL McDOUGALL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

New- York, January 20, 1776. 

Sir: I was this moment honoured with your Excellen- 
cy's favour of the 13th instant, on the subject of cannon 
and shells. I should long ere now have forwarded the 
latter, agreeable to Colonel Knox's memorandum, if 1 had 
not been interdicted by a former favour. You may rest 
assured that all possible despatch will be given to expe- 
dite the shells ; but, as the men-of-war's boats often row 
guard to where the stores lie, I shall be obliged to watch 
a suitable opportunity. The quantity of powder imported 
here was four hundred and sixty-five quarter barrels, less 
than six tons; and I can now inform you, without danger 
to the Colony, that, if three hundred pounds of that ar- 
ticle would save the Colony from destruction, we could 
not command that quantity before the above supply. Part 
of this we have paid to Jersey, for powder borrowed of 
them last Summer, sent to your camp ; and the Colony 
was so bare that many of the principal Counties have not 
had one grain of it. We judge it most prudent to supply 
the sea-frontier Counties first. We daily expect the arri- 
val of more, and, whenever we have a tolerable supply 
for the most exposed parts of the Colony, you may de- 

rend on receiving from us all the assistance in our power, 
hope your Excellency will excuse the informalities of 
this, as the post is detained for it. 

I am, in haste, with great truth and regard, your Excel- 
lency's most obedient, and most humble servant, 

Alexander McDougall. 
To General Washington. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Road January 29, 1776.] 

Lebanon, January 20, 1776. 

Sir: I have to acquaint you that, on the requisition of 
General Washington, with advice of the Committee of 
Safety here, I gave orders for raising, by voluntary inlist- 
ment, two regiments, consisting of seven hundred and 
fifty men each, to aid General Lee in an enterprise he is 
pushing in the Colony of New- York. I understand that 
men are raised, with the addition of three hundred men, 
in the County of Hartford, for the same purpose ; that, 
on the 16th instant, 1 had advice, by the copy of a letter 
from Brigadier-General Wooster, sent express from Col- 
onel Burrell, of Canaan, informing that the army under 
the command of General Montgomery, at Quebeck, had 
met with a repulse, in attempting to storm the city; that 
the General, with sundry officers and privates, to the 
amount of between fifty and an hundred, were slain, and 
about three hundred more of the army taken prisoners, 
earnestly requesting relief, &.c. ; pursuant to which, I gave 
orders for raising, by voluntary inlistment, another regiment 
in the northern part of the Colony, consisting of seven 
hundred and fifty men, officers included, to march, forth- 
with, to reinforce our army at Canada, to be refained in 
the service till the 1st of November next, on the same 
pay, wages, and allowance, as the other troops already 
raised for the Continental service. No sooner were these 
orders issued, but an express arrived from General Wash- 
ington, requesting a reinforcement from this Colony, of 
four regiments, to support the army near Boston, repre- 
senting that the new levies were not filled up, and that the 
Minute-Men belonging to the Colony of the Massachu- 
setts-Bay would, undoubtedly, return from the camp by 
the 1st of February, and might leave the lines much ex- 
posed. As my Council of Safety were present, we ap- 
prehended it absolutely necessary to comply with the 
requisition, as far as it was in our power. Accordingly, 
orders are making out for that purpose, to raise, by volun- 
tary inlistment, four regiments, to be retained in the ser- 
vice till the 1st of April next, on the Continental encou- 
ragements. 

We are distressed for want of good arms; are forward- 



ing the making arms, but this with difficulty. We have 
ordered a ship-of-war to be forthwith built, to carry twenly 
nine-pounders ; and our other naval preparations are for- 
warding with all possible expedition. I hope no time wil! 
be lost to forward Continental bills, to enable us to pro- 
mote the service, as our Treasury is nearly exhausted and 
this Colony largely in advance, and expenses are daily 
arising for the general cause. 

We hope that provision will be made for the security 
of New-York, from that Colony, New- Jersey, and Penn- 
sylvania, so as to render it unnecessary to call for men 
from this Colony. It appears necessary that the utmost 
exertion be used to prevent the mischievous operations of 
our enemies in that Colony. 

I having no answer relative to my former request for 
bills, occasions my mentioning it in this ; nor to my motion 
whether the three Canadian prisoners may not be suffered 
to return to the General at Canada; and several other 
things mentioned in former letters. 

I am, with great esteem and regard, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, , ^ 

' Jonathan Irumbull. 

To the Honourable President Hancock. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon, January 20, 1776. 

Sir : I have your favour of the 6th instant with the en- 
closed roll, have observed the contents, but no other roils 
are come to hand to send by this opportunity. My timft 
has lately been taken up in taking measures to aid and 
assist Major-General Lee, in the service he is charged with 
into the Colony of New- York. For that end, two regi- 
ments, of seven hundred and fifty men each, are ordered in 
the westward part of this Colony, and three hundred men 
are voluntarily going to his assistance from the County of 
Hartford. When this was done, I received Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Wooster's letter of the 6th instant, giving the intelli- 
gence of the repulse of our troops before Quebeck, where- 
upon orders are given to raise another regiment, of seven 
hundred and fifty volunteers, in the northern parts of this 
Colony, to serve in the Northern Army until the first of 
November next, on the Continental pay, wages and allow- 
ances, to be done with all possible expedition. When this 
was just finished, I received a letter from General Wash- 
ington, of the 16th, per Bennett, requesting four regiments 
to be inlisted forthwith, to serve at the camp before Bos- 
ton, to supply the places of the soldiers who came ofFtha 
1st of February, until the 1st April next, to give time for 
the regiments to be filled. This is now tinder considera- 
tion. Please to give me intelligence of what has hap- 
pened at Quebeck, and is doing, and must be done, at Alba- 
ny, and the places adjacent. Concerning the arms left by 
our troops at the northward, as we have directed one-half 
of our men to expect arms at Ticonderoga and St. John's, 
we apprehend there are many more arms retained, which 
we shall want for our troops, and wish to have accounts of 
them, and of every intelligence needful. 

I am, sir, your obedient humble servant, 

Jonathan Trumbull, 
To Major-General Schuyler. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, January 20, 1776. 

Sir: Your favour of the 18th instant I received this 
day, for which 1 return you my thanks. 

Upon receiving the melancholy intelligence of the fall 
of the brave Montgomery and the repulse of our troops in 
their attempt against the city of Quebeck, I called a Coun- 
cil of General Officers to determine upon the necessary 
steps to be taken upon the alarming occasion. Of their 
determination 1 wrote you yesterday, to which I beg leavo 
to refer you. 

The early attention which you and your honourable 
Council have paid to this important business, has antici- 
pated my requisition, and claims, in a particular manner, the 
thanks of every well-wishing American. 

I am in hopes, by this time, that several are on their 
march, and that with the troops which will follow from 
your Government, this, and New-Hampshire, that our 
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"tffairs, in a little time, in that quarter, will wear a more 
pfonttsing aspect than what they now do. 
4 I am, sir, very respectfully, &c. 

George Washington. 
To Governour Trumbull. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO CAPTAIN CHARLES DYAR. 

To Captain Charles Dyar, of the United Armed 
Schooner Harrison : 

' Sir: You being appointed Captain and Commander of 
^ihe armed schooner Harrison, in the service of the United 
Colonies, are to pay all attention and obedience to the fol- 
lowing Instructions : 

1st. You are to proceed, immediately, on a cruise against 
"Such vessels as may be found on the high seas, or else- 
where, bound inward or outward to or from Boston, in the 
service of the Ministerial army, and to take and seize all 
such vessels, laden with soldiers, arms, ammunition or pro- 
"vis'rons, going to or from said town of Boston, or, which 
you shall have good reason to suspect, are employed for 
the purpose of aiding or assisting the Ministerial troops or 
navy. 

2d. If you should be so successful as to take any of said 
vessels, you are, immediately, to send them to the nearest 
and safest. port to this camp, under a careful prize mas- 
ter, directing him to deliver said prize unto the Agent by 
me appointed for the port into which a prize is carried, (if 
.any there ;) if none should be in that port, notice is to be 
given to the nearest Agent thereto ; at same time an account 
'of such capture to be transmitted to Head-Quarters, with 
all particulars thereto belonging, by express. 

3d. You are to be very particular and diligent in your 
■search after all letters, or other papers, tending to discover 

"the design of the enemy, or of any other kind, and to for- 
ward all such to me as soon as possible. 

4th. Whatever prisoners you take must be treated with 
kindness and humanity; their private stock of money and 

.apparel to be given up to them after being searched; and 
when they arrive at any port, they are to be delivered up 
to the Agent, if any there ; if not, to the Committee of 

ISafety of such port. 

. 5th. For your encouragement, and that of the other of- 
ficers and men, to diligence and activity, over and above 
their pay, which will be the same as in the Army of the 

[United Colonies, you shall be entitled to one-third part of 
every vessel and cargo, after condemnation in the Court of 

." Admiralty, which shall be by you taken and sent into port; 

if she is an armed vessel that resists, as an inducement for 

/jo'ii, your officers and men, to act courageously, one-half 
of the vessel and cargo will be allowed to you, which parts 
are' (b be divided in the following proportions: 

.Captain, - - 6 shares. Mate, 



1$ shares, 
lj do. 
1* do. 
1 do. 



First Lieutenant, 5 do. Gunner, - - 

Second Lieutenant 4 do. Gunner's Mate, 

Ship's Master, - 3 do. Private, - - 

Steward, - - 2 do. 

6th. As Captain Manly is appointed Commodore of 
the iour schooners now fitted out, he will fix upon proper 
signals by which you may know each other; and you are 
to obey him, as such, in all cases. If it should so happen 
that a prize is taken in sight of other vessels, fitted out 
at the Continental expense, or at the charge of indi- 
viduals, the rule which takes place among private ships 

.of war to be observed in the distribution of the prize 
money. 

■' 7th. You are to be extremely careful and frugal of your 
ammunition and other stores ; by no means to waste any 
of it in salutes, or for any other purpose, but what is abso- 
lutely necessary. 

8th. You, your officers and men, are, from the date 

■ hereof, to consider yourselves engaged in the service of 
the United Colonics, and in every respect subject to the 
rules and regulations formed by the Congress for the go- 
vernment of the Army raised for the defence of Ameri- 
can liberty, or as near as possible, consistent with the dif- 
ference of the land and sea service, a book of which rules 
and articles you will receive herewith ; at the end of which 
yrJQ, your officers and men, must subscribe your names. 
9th. As it is very apparent that the ill success which at- 



tended the major part of the armed vessels in former cruises 
was owing to the want of industry, and inactivity of the offi- 
cers who commanded, you will, therefore, take notice, that a 
fondness to be on shore, indolence, or inactivity, will meet 
with their just deserts; for, if it appears that the Captain, 
or any of the officers, do not exert themselves and do all 
that they possibly can for their own and publick good, they 
shall be dismissed the service, and rendered incapable of 
serving their country in any honourable station hereafter, 
in the Army or Navy. 

Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters, Cambridge, 
the 20th day of January, 1776. 

George Washington. 



NEWBURYPORT COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COUNCIL Ot 
MASSACHUSETTS, 

Ncwburyport, January 16, 1776. 

Sir : Yesterday forenoon appeared in our Bay a brigand 

a ship, which were suspected to be enemy's vessels. These 

vessels were soon taken and brought safe into the river. The 

ship was from London eleven weeks since, and is named 

The Friends, Archibald Boivie, master, burden about two 
hundred tons, laden with coals, porter, pickled cabbage, 

vinegar, live hogs, &.c, for Government service. The ship 
was to enter at Boston as a transport. The brig was from 

Cork about ten weeks since, and is named the Sukey, 
Mandatt Engs, master, burden about ninety tons, laden 
with beef, pork, butter, hams, tongues, potatoes, &c, and 
owned by Lewis Gray, of Boston. Both these vessels were 
bound to Boston. There were two passengers in the brig, 
viz : Lieutenant Hill, of Earl Percy's regiment, and Mr. 
John Gray, son of Harrison Gray, Esq. We thought it 
best to forward the two masters and these two passengers 
to the honourable Council, to dispose of them as they may 
think fit, and to make what inquiries they may choose. 

Mr. Marsh and Mr. Mullikin of this town, (and the first 
gentleman of this Committee,) have undertaken to see 
them safe to Watertown. They bring with them all the 
papers of publick concern that were found in both vessels. 
We would observe to their Honours that there is, besides, 
a number of letters to officers and soldiers in Boston, a 
book of military orders or regulations, we did not know 
but might be a matter of curiosity, if not of service, at 
Head-Quarters, which you will present to the General if 
you please. Mr. Hill begs a return of it to him finally. 
Messrs. Marsh and Mullikin will present their bill of 
charges in this matter, which their Honours will order pay- 
ment of as they shall think proper. 

In behalf of the Committee of Safety for this town, I am, 

sir, your very obedient servant, T T 

' Jonathan Jackson. 

To the President of the Honourable Council for the Colony 
of the Massachusetts-Bay. 

In Council, January 20, 1776. 
On examination of the Prisoners by the major part of 
the Council, Ordered, that a Letter be wrote to his Ex- 
cellency General Washington, and sent with two of the 
Prisoners, viz : Lieutenant Hill and his servant, to be at 
his Excellency's disposal — that a Letter be wrote to the 
Committee of Safety at Newburyport, and that the two 
Captains of the two Vessels be sent to their care and dis- 
posal ; and John Gray, the other Prisoner, be sent to the 
Jail in Newburyport, and held in close confinement, at his 
own expense, until further orders. 

Joh.v Lowell, Deputy Sec'y, P. T. 

Watertown, January 20, 1776. 

Sir: The Board, upon examination of several persons 
who were sent here by the Committee of Safety, and were 
taken on board a ship from London and a brig from Cork, 
both bound to Boston, find that one of the passengers in 
the latter is a Lieutenant in the Fifth Regiment (Earl 
Percy's) now in Boston. They have, therefore, ordered the 
said Lieutenant Hill, with his servant, to be sent to your 
Excellency, to be disposed of as you may think proper. 

In the name and by order of the Council : 

W. Sever. 
To His Excellency General Washington. 
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Council Chamber, January 20, 1776. 

Gentlemen : We have sent to your care Archibald 
Bowie and Mandatt Engs, Masters of the two Vessels 
lately taken and carried into Newburyport, and you are 
requested to see that the above-mentioned persons do not 
go without the limits of said Town ; and, if you see cause 
therefor, you are desired to confine said persons, or either 
of them, till the further order of the Council. 

In the name and by order of the Council : 

W. Sever, 
To the Committee of Safety, Newburyport. 



[general Washington] to the committee of newbu- 

RYPORT. 

Cambridge, January 20, 1776. 

Sir: I am commanded by his Excellency to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, with 
the enclosures No. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. 

His Excellency desires, througli you, sir, to return the 
Committee of Newburyport, his sincere thanks for their 
great politeness in this instance, and wishes that these 
prizes may be succeeded by others. I am, &c. 

To Jonathan Jackson, Esq., Chairman, &c. 

[general Washington] to the committee of stoning- 

ton. 

Cambridge, January 20, 1776. 
Sir: I am commanded by his Excellency to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant. As 
you, from having fully inquired into matters respecting the 
capture of Captain Denny's vessel, must be better able to 
determine the propriety of the same than he is, he again 
refers it entirely to your decision, in full confidence, that 
the same will be founded upon the principles of equity and 
the strictest justice. I am, fee. 

To Joseph Dennison, Esq., Chairman, fcc. 

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO WILLIAM WATSON, 

Cambridge, January 20, 1776. 

Sir: I am commanded by his Excellency to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your favour of the 15th instant. His 
Excellency is glad to hear of the vessels being libelled, 
and doubts not of your assiduity to have the legality of 
the captures determined, as soon as it shall be in yonr 
power. 

His Excellency is well pleased that the schooner Har- 
rison is yet good and fit for service ; and, from the char- 
acter you have given Captain Dyar, is willing you should 
give him the command of her, and to indulge such men as 
may offer their service to inlist only for six months. The 
Captain thinks that a squaresail, and some other small sails, 
will be of great advantage to her. This his Excellency 
leaves to your judgment. If they are necessary, in your 
opinion, and the expense will not be out of proportion to 
the benefit likely to be derived from them, you will please 
to provide them. You will immediately despatch the Cap- 
tain upon a cruise, with such sails as he has, if they will 
answer. Those he wants may be made while he is out. 

As to the vessels taken and carried into Dartmouth, by 
Major Tupper, his Excellency thinks they ought to be 
libelled. 

I am, sir, &,c, 

Robert H. Harrison, Aid-de-camp. 
To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO STEPHEN MOYLAN. 

Cambridge, January 20, 1776, 
Sir: Your letter of the 19th instant was delivered early 
yesterday, and would have been answered before this eve- 
ning, had not his Excellency's time been much employed in 
despatching expresses to sundry places. 

His Excellency is much pleased that our fleet is likely 
to get out again, and wishes your return as soon as you 
have despatched them. 



Herewith you will receive the commissions you wrote 
for ; also, a copy of private signals used by the King^s ships 
in the American service, which his Excellency desires yon 
to furnish each of our Captains with, and to return the 
copy sent, when you come back. 

As to the attempt on the Fowey, he thinks that the 
situation of our affairs, at present, will not justify it; but, on 
your arrival, will consider more of it, should there be the 
same prospect of success that you apprehend there is now. 

The report you have had is too true, but not so bad, we 
hope, as you have heard. However, it is certain, that the 
great and gallant Montgomery is no more. He, with his 
Aid-de-camp, Captain Macpherson, and Captain Cheese- 
man of New- York, fell the first fire ; also, Colonel Arnold 
is wounded in the leg. 

1 am, &.c, Robert H. Harrison. 

To Stephen Moylan, Esq. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE ASSEMBLY. 

Winter-HM, January 20, 1776. 
May it please your Honours: The bearer hereof, 
Mr. Adjutant Peabody, of Colonel Reed's Regiment, ear- 
nestly desiring to go to the relief of our distressed brethren 
in Canada, I beg leave to recommend him to the office of 
Second Lieutenant, and Adjutant, in the regiment bound 
there, which offices he has voluntarily resigned here, and 
cheerfully undertakes the fatigues of a long march to re- 
lieve our worthy friends at Quebeck. I can assure you 
that he has ever behaved well, and been highly esteemed 
here, as well for his conduct in the common business of his 
office, as for his courage and intrepidity at Bunker's Hill. 
Any favour you shall please to show him, shall be grate- 
fully acknowledged by, your much obliged, and humble 



servant, 



John Sullivan. 



To the Honourable General Assembly. 



COLONEL WOODFORD TO THE VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 

Norfolk, January 21, 1776. 

We have had a party, these ten days, upon Tanner's 
Creek, who yesterday had a brush with a tender's boat, 
attempting to land at Spraivl's plantation; they beat her 
off, and killed one man. 

Eight o'clock at night. — About four this afternoon, 
another heavy cannonading began from the Liverpool and 
Otter, during which the enemy ianded, and set fire to some 
houses that remained unhurt, near to which is called Town 
Point Wharf. I sent strong parlies to reinforce our water 
guards. We had three fine men killed with cannon shot, 
and one wounded, who, it is thought, will lose his arm. 
We have found one sailor and two Negroes dead, and sup- 
pose many others were killed and wounded that were 
carried off in their boats. Captains Green and Markham 
arrived in the height of the fire. 

I am, sir, &c. 



GEORGE STRICKER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
Fredericktown, January 21, 1776. 

Gentlemen: I am informed that my company of Light- 
Infantry are to be armed with rides; shall, therefore, es- 
teem your directions to some person to contract for the 
same, they being to be had here. The gunsmiths have 
offered to furnish the company with the same, in a few 
weeks. Nothing retards me now, but the want of arms 
and recruiting cash. I have recruited twenty-one select 
men in two days, and make no doubt of completing my 
company in ten more. 

Please to send, by the bearer, Mr. Benjamin Ford, or 
any one of my Lieutenants, the recruiting cash. Imagine 
shall want about two hundred and fifty pounds. 

I am, with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient ser- 

' George Stricker. 

To the Council of Safety. 

N. B. If a person is directed to contract for rifles, it will 
be necessary, also, to contract for bullet-pouches and pow- 
der-horns. 
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BERKS COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee for Berks 
County, January 20, 1776 : 

Mark Bird, Esq., in the chair. 

The Committee, taking into their consideration the pre- 
sent state of the Association in this County, and being per- 
suaded of the pressing necessity of being prepared for 
defence, do earnestly recommend it to their brethren to sign 
the Articles of Association formed by the House of Assem- 
bly at their last meeting; this Committee trusting that 
such amendments will be made, at the next sitting of As- 
sembly, as will make the Association not only more effec- 
tual, but more consonant to the principles of justice and 
equality. 

And afterwards, at a meeting of the Committee, on the 
30th of the same month, 

Resolved, unanimously, That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that it will be highly requisite, in case the As- 
sembly should not think proper to make the necessary 
amendments in the said Association, that a Provincial Con- 
vention be held for that purpose ; and they do, according- 
ly, appoint Edward Biddle, Marie Bird, Jonathan Potts, 
Daniel Broadhead, Baltzer Gheer, Collimon Read, Es- 
quires, and Messrs. Valentine Rekert, Nicholas Lutz, 
Sebastian Levan, and Richard Tea, to attend the said 
Convention, in behalf of this County. 

By order of the Committee : 

Collinson Read, Secretary. 



BUCKS COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, Bucks County, January 91, 1776. 

The Committee of Safety of this Province have lately 
published a process for the making of Saltpetre, with a view 
to induce the inhabitants of this Colony to set about the 
work; but, as no description, however exact, can so fully 
answer the purpose of instruction as an actual exhibition of 
the process, this Committee, at the request of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, hath appointed James Wallace, Andrew 
Kichlein, and Joseph Fenton, Jun., to attend the Saltpetre 
Works in Philadelphia, so as to obtain a competent know- 
ledge of the method practised at the Saltpetre Works there, 
that they may be qualified to exhibit the process to such 
persons as are desirous of being useful to their country, by 
entering into the manufacture of that useful and necessary 
commodity; and James Wallace is, also, appointed to re- 
ceive all the Saltpetre that shall be made in this county, who 
will be furnished with Powder, to pay, in that article, one- 
fourth part the value of the Saltpetre, and the rest of the 
price will be punctually paid in cash by Mr. Wallace. 

By order of the Committee: 

Joseph Hart, Chairman. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO LORD STIRLING. 

In Committee of Safety, New- York, Sunday Evening, \ 

8 o'clock, January 21, 1776. \ 

My Lord : By the seizure of a man, brought up from the 
Hook by one of our pilots, from on board a transport, we, 
this instant, have learned her being in a distressed condi- 
tion, and waiting there for direction and assistance from this 
port. She has been out thirteen weeks, destined for the 
Head-Quarters of the Ministerial troops, so that, if she re- 
ceives relief, she will, doubtless, proceed for Boston. She 
is deeply laden with all kinds of stores for the army. 

Our intelligence is from letters found on the prisoner, 
directed to certain persons under fictitious directions, which 
were intended to be conveyed, by him, on board of the 
man-of-war. It would greatly serve the publick cause could 
she be seized. There are the most evident reasons why 
we, in New-York, ought not, in point of prudence, to do 
it. We have two ships-of-war lying here, and our exports, 
as yet, happily, uninterrupted by them. 

This discovery cannot be kept long a secret, and we 
think it our duty to submit this case to your immediate at- 
tention. Should it be known to the ships-of-war, they will, 
doubtless, send down their boats, which consideration has 
induced us, by express, to furnish you with this opportuni- 
ty of serving the publick. 

The above reasons point out the propriety of keeping 



the source of your information a secret, and, to this end, 
we beg you will destroy this as soon as read. 

We are, my Lord, with great respect, your Lordship's 
most obedient. 

By order of the Committee : 

P. S. She is a ship of between three and four hundreu 
tons, a galley-built ship, without a head ; has yellow sides, 
blue quarter-boards, with the trophies of war painted on the 
quarter-boards; has six three-pounders on the quarter- 
deck. She has, it is thought, a quantity of ammunition on 
board. She has about twenty hands, and lies hovering "off 
and on, without the Hook, and will not leave that station 
till she receives intelligence from shore. Captain William 
Rogers, the bearer of this, will be a proper person to take 
the direction of the undertaking. 

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO JOSEPH HALLETT. 
In Committee of Safety, New-York, January 21, 1776. 

Sir : Through the misfortunes and indisposition of sun- 
dry members we are very few in number. We have only 
eight members, when all meet who are in town, or can be 
collected. We have had more cases than one, in which we 
should have thought it our duty to have spared a member 
from the Committee, for important matters at some distance, 
if our number would have permitted us so to do. 

Thus situated, we think it our duty, to request you to 
come to New- York, and attend the Committee as soon as 
the situation of your health will admit. 

[A similar letter was sent to Mr. John Imlay.] 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Montreal, January 21, 1776. 
Sir : I herewith enclose a letter just received from Col- 
onel Arnold, and take this opportunity most heartily to 
condole with you for the loss of the brave and most amia- 
ble General Montgomery, and the other brave officers and 
soldiers who fell with him, and for the failure of success in 
the unfortunate attack upon Quebeck, the particulars of 
which, you will, doubtless, have received before this reaches 
you. 

I should have gone down, immediately, upon hearing of 
the defeat, to the camp before Quebtck, but the necessity 
of securing this place, and the country round, in our inte- 
rest, induced all the officers and our friends here, to request 
me not to leave this place, till we should have a reinforce- 
ment from the Colonies ; when they arrive, I expect to pro- 
ceed on with them. We have many enemies in this Pro- 
vince, particularly among the Clergy, who are using every 
artifice to excite the Canadians to lake up arms against us; 
but I hope to be able to prevent any thing of the°kind. I 
have called in many of the commissions given'by Govern- 
our Carleton, and have given out new ones under the Con- 
gress, and expect soon to have them spread through the 
country, which, I expect, and indeed I perceive already, 
that it answers very salutary purposes; after receiving new 
commissions, they look upon themselves as bound" and 
unless we succeed, they will all be treated as Traitors. I 
allow each Parish to choose their own Captains, a circum- 
stance which pleases them much ; and there has been but. 
few instances that they have not chosen a zealous friend 
to our cause. 

The taking of Quebeck must be a matter of the greatest 
consequence to the Colonies, but at present we are very 
ill provided for it. The place is strong. I believe they 
are determined to defend it to the last extremity. We 
have but about four tons of powder in the Province. We 
have, I believe, a sufficiency of small cannon, none larger 
than twelve pounders, except two brass twenty-fours, which 
are at St. John's. We have expectations of having shot 
and shells cast at Three-Rivers. ° 

In my opinion, it wilf not only be necessary to forward 
men and powder from the Colonies, but also, a number of 
heavy cannon, such as thirty-two pounders, and one thir- 
teen inch mortar, if no more, and some small ones, if to be 
had. I understand that the large mortar from Ticondt.* 
roga, with a number of pieces of cannon, are gone to your 
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camp. It is of the greatest importance, that whatever is 
sent from the Colonies, should be here by the middle of 
March, at farthest, for, after that time, the gentlemen here 
inform me, it will be impossible to transport any thing from 
this place to Quebeck, on account of the river's being filled 
with ice, and water, of consequence, overflows the flat coun- 
try. Therefore, if any of our wants can be supplied from 
your camp, I could wish that whatever is sent may be for- 
warded as expeditiously as possible. 

I am, sir, with the greatest esteem and respect, your 
most obedient servant, 



To General Washington. 



David Woostur. 



GOVERNODR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, January 21, 177G. 

Sir: Your favour of the 6th instant I received, and 
laid before the General Assembly. It had great weight ; 
and 1 believe that no supplies to the enemy's ships would 
have been permitted, had it not appeared to us that the 
members of the Continental Congress were of opinion that 
they should be continued. The following is an extract of 
a letter from our Delegates on that subject: " A memorial 
from the town of Newport, forwarded to us by express, 
having been referred to the General Assembly, we now 
enclose that with the papers pertinent thereto. We should 
not do justice to the benevolence of Congress, or to the 
distressed situation of the town, if we did not acquaint you 
that all the gentlemen who spoke in this debate, expressed 
the most tender regard for the distressed people, and gave 
it as their opinion, that, as long as the ships-of-war now in 
the harbour could be supplied with fresh provisions, beer, 
and such like, necessaries for their own immediate sup- 
port, consistently with the great principles of the general 
good and safety of America, the town ought to be permit- 
ted to furnish them; the greatest care being taken by Go- 
vernment that no more than the barely necessary supplies 
be furnished them, from time to time, lest the common 
enemy, in other parts of the Continent should, through them, 
obtain provisions." In consequence of which, the General 
Assembly have ordered that Captain Wallace should be 
supplied, as you will see by the enclosed vote. But, as 
he may cannonade, and even burn the town, a discretion- 
ary power, by a private vote, which it is designed should 
be kept a profound secret, is given to the commander of 
the forces on Rhode-Island, to permit supplies in cases of 
imminent danger, until the next session, to be holdeh on 
the last Monday in next month. 

Similar measures to these taken by Connecticut, as men- 
tioned in your letter, have been adopted by this Colony. 
Besides which, the commanding officer of any body of the 
Continental troops is empowered to impress carriages, Sic. 
The General Assembly ordered an address to the Con- 
gress, a copy of which I do myself the honour to enclose 
you; We are not without hopes that the Congress will 
take the whole brigade into their service, especially as the 
necessity arising from so powerful an invasion, of establish- 
ing the whole Ibrce.we have ordered, is clear and manifest. 
From the nature of the war, and the circumstances of the 
Colonies, I think every idea of partial and colonial defence 
ought to be given up. There must be a supreme superin- 
tending power, to exert and direct the force of the whole for 
the defence and safety of all ; otherwise the exertions and 
burdens will not only be very unequal, to the greatly en- 
dangering the union upon which the welfare of America 
depends, but Colony after Colony may be subdued, without 
the chance of making resistance. I shall only add, on this 
head, that unless the Continent enter upon the defence of 
the Colony, it must be abandoned, to the great detriment 
of the common cause. I beg the favour of your Excel- 
lency seriously to consider this matter, and to give us your 
assistance, with the members of the Congress, for procur- 
ing such a body of forces as the interest of this and the 
United Colonies, in general, shall require. 

We had procured upwards of an hundred blankets, 
which were designed for the Army under your immediate 
command ; but the descent upon Prudence obliged us to 
send forty of them to our troops upon that Island ; and to 
supply the additional forces ordered to be raised, will de- 
mand every blanket that can be spared in the Colony. 



I am, with great respect and esteem, sir, your Excel- 
lency's most obedient, and most humble servant, 

Nicholas Cookk. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

Colony of Rhode-Island, &c„ in General Assembly, ) 
January 17, 1776. \ 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Town Council of the 
town of Newport be allowed to supply Captain Wallace, so 
long as he shall remain peaceably within the Colony, without 
committing any depredations upon the Islands, or upon any 
of the lands in the Colony, weekly with two thousand pounds 
weight of Beef, and with Beer as usual, under the direc- 
tion of the commanding-officer of the troops stationed on 
Rhode- Island ; that he appoint the person to provide and 
deliver the said Provisions ; and that no Member of either 
House of Assembly be appointed to deliver the same, or to 
go on board of either of the ships-of-war under said Wal- 
laces command, on any occasion whatever. 

And this Assembly considering the situation and defence- 
less state of the town of Newport, do advise, and strongly 
recommend it to the inhabitants of said town, forthwith to 
remove to some place of safety, all their aged people, wo- 
men, children, and those who are unable to assist in defence 
of the place, together with their uduable effects. 

And do further, Vote and Resolve, That the sum of two 
hundred Pounds, lawful money, be paid out of the Ge- 
neral Treasury, to the Committee hereinafter appointed, 
which shall be improved in removing such poor persons in 
said town, as are incapable of removing themselves, and for 
no other use whatever. That Messrs. John Collins, John 
Cooke, Thomas Freebody, George Irish, and Daniel Jlol- 
loway, or the major part of them be, and they are, hereby, 
appointed a Committee for that purpose. That the said 
Committee be empowered to settle the price of the trans- 
portation of the effects of the inhabitants of the said town 
to the places where they shall be shipped; and, also, the 
price of transportation over the ferries; and that each of 
the said Committee be empowered to impress teams, horses, 
and cattle, to remove such effects at the prices which shall 
be so affixed. 

A true copy : Henry Ward, Secretary. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBTJLL. 

Cambridge, JanuarySl, 1776. 

Sir: In the hurry of my last despatches to you, of the 
19th instant, I forgot to intimate, that for the encourage- 
ment of the regiment destined for Canada, a month's ad- 
vanced pay will be allowed officers and soldiers by" me, on 
behalf of Congress. At the same time, I think it but 
right that you should be apprized of the intention of this 
Government to advance their regiment another month's 
pay, to enable the men to provide for so long and fatigu- 
ing a march, and, in the mean time, have something for 
their families to subsist on during their absence. 

I have no doubt but that this last advance will be pleas- 
ing to Congress, and that the money will be speedily re- 
funded ; but as I have no authority to direct it, and would 
not appear, by any act of mine, to put these three regiments 
intended for Canada, upon a different footing from those 
which have been raising for this Army, I only give yon 
a hint of the intention of this Government, if you think 
proper that the regiment from your Colony may be placed 
upon the same footing, as I know all kind of distinctions 
are considered by troops with an evil and jealous eye. 

Such necessaries, as are absolutely requisite for the march 
of this regiment, you will please to have provided upon the 
best terms you can, and a regular account, with vouchers 
thereof, left, that payment may be made. The importance 
of despatch will, I am persuaded, appear in so urgent and 
pressing a light to you, that I need add nothing on this 
Head, but shall be glad to hear what progress you make in 
the business, being with the sincerest regard and esteem, 

George Washington. 



sir, fee, 

To Governour Trumbull. 

[Same to the Honourable Matthew Thornton, New- 
Hampshire.] 
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INFORMATION TO THE TOWN OF SAVANNAH, FROM G0VER- 
■ :;■ , NOUR WRIGHT.* 

> Thursday night, 10 o'clock, January 18, 177G. 

The Governour sent for Doctor Jones and Joseph Clay, 
and acquainted them that he had sent for them as the only- 
remaining Representatives of the town of Savannah, and 
acquainted them that the following men-of-war, with the 
packet and one or two oilier vessels, were arrived at Cock- 
spur, viz : the Syren, of 28 guns ; the Tamar, of 18 or 20 
guns; the Raven, of 18 guns; the Cherokee, of 16 guns. 

That he was very certain their orders were to treat any 
of the Colonies who were in arms, had raised fortifications, 
seized any of the Crown officers, or King's stores, as in a 
state of rebellion, and would, if in their power, destroy 
their towns and property, wherever they would come at 
them ; and, he apprehended, they would look on us as 
in that state, and, as far as in their power, treat us accord- 
ingly. 

"Thai the Raven, man-of-war, was stationed here. That 
they were all in Want of provisions, particularly the Ta- 
itiar, the Cherokee, and the packet, which vessels, as 
well as the Syren, he believed, would depart the Province 
as soon as they were supplied with provisions. That if 
he, the Governour, could be assured from the inhabitants 
of the town that they would supply them with provisions, 
and permit their boats to come to town unmolested, and 
purchase such provisions as they can get, that he would go 
down on board these ships and endeavour to settle every 
thing with the officers in such a manner as to prevent their 
doing any injury to this town, or the inhabitants of the Pro- 
vince, or their property. 

That if they could not be supplied with provisions, they 
certainly would take it by force, where they can find it, and 
will, if in their power, attack this town and destroy it, 
which, as several of the vessels were of an easy draft of 
water, he presumed they could get up to town and effect. 

Savannah, Monday, January 22, 1776. 

Doctor Jones and Joseph Clay waited on the Governour 
in consequence of a written request from him, when he 
informed them, that as soon as he heard there was a man- 
of-war in the river, which was on Tuesday last, he sent 
orders to Captain Lightenstone to go on board them and to 
inquire who they were and what number, and endeavour 
to learn their intentions. And as the Governour was ap- 
prehensive, if any of the man-of-war boats came up to 
town, it might be the occasion of disputes between them 
and the inhabitants, and, perhaps, bloodshed, for which rea- 
son lie directed Captain Lightenstone to acquaint them 
that the town was in much confusion, and to request that 
they would not send any of their boats up to town. 

But his orders reached Captain Lightenstone at Skida- 
iiidy, on Wednesday morning, who, immediately, went on 
board the men-of-war, and returned from them on Thurs- 
day afternoon, and to Savannah this morning ; who ac- 
quainted him, the Governour, that in pursuance of his 
orders, he had been on board the ships-of-war — that they 
informed him, by Lightenstone, that the Syren and the 
packet would, probably, go to sea this day or to-mor- 
row ; that the Tamar had sprung her main-yard and was 
in want of provisions, as was the Cherokee ; that as soon as 
she (the Tamar) had got a new yard, which they expect- 
ed to supply themselves with from Tybee, that she (the 
Cherokee) would, as soon as that was done, and they had 
supplied themselves with provisions, which they expected 
soon to procure, having already got five or seven beeves 
from Tybee, and expected to get some other provisions 
from Little Tybee, (which they were then about sending 
for,) go to sea also ; and then there would be left in this 
harbour only the Raven, which is stationed here ; and 
that he apprehended this town had nothing to fear from 
the men-of-war, unless they should attempt any thing in 
consequence of hearing of his, the Governour, being under 
arrest, which he assured us if they had, it was not from 
him or with his knowledge. 

* On the 18th of January, Joseph Habersham, Esq., who was then 
a member of the House, raised a party of volunteers, took Governour 
Wright prisoner, paroled him to his house, and placed a sentinel at his 
dnor ; prohibiting all intercourse with the members of his Council, the 
King's officers, or other persons who wero supposed to be inimical to 
the American cause. The Govemour became tired of confinement, and 
with the assistance of John Mulryne, effected his escape from the back 
part of his house, on the night of the 11th of February. — M'Call, 



THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN. TO MARYLAND COUNCIL Of SAFETT. 

Fredericktown, January 22, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Strieker has accepted his commission, 
and has had, and 1 expect will have, good success in 
inlisting. He proposes to be very particular in the men 
he takes, and much wishes his, the Light Infantry compa- 
ny, to be armed with rifles ; both Mr. Price and he think 
rifles for a company may be soon got. Considering the dif- 
ficulty of speedily arming our troops, I think with them, 
it will be advisable to lodge a sum of money in the hands 
of somebody here. Nobody will do more justice to the 
publick than C. Beatty, to purchase up what rifles can be 
got. My brother, this morning, let Strieker have one hun- 
dred of the two hundred which he brought op for building 
the town Jail, to assist him in recruiting. Mr. Ford will be 
a very proper hand to bring up what money you may think 
proper to send Strieker. I imagine the two hundred and 
fifty pounds he applies for, is not too much, as well as what 
you may think proper for Captain Barrett, many of whose 
company I expect will be very good riflemen, if collected 
in his neighbourhood, from where I think they may be best 
spared. Major Price tells me a good many publick arms, 
some of which have been repaired at the expense of those 
who have them, may be collected with industry. I should 
be glad you would send up an order for the Committee 
to collect all they can, and if you think as I do, to allow 
the people the reasonable expense of necessary repairs, 
where the muskets came to their hands out of order. 

I understand that about one hundred gun-locks, fit for 
rifles, and that would do well enough to put to repaired 
muskets, are to be had in town. I wish you would send 
up about sixty pounds to purchase them. Mr. Beatty, my 
brother, or myself, will do it, if you please. 

Price tells me he gained an acquaintance with one 
Royston, at the camp of the Artillery, who was a very 
clever young man, and desires to come to the South; 
and from Price's account of him, he would be very ser- 
viceable in our Second Artillery Company, and he would 
be well satisfied with a First Lieutenancy, I wish, if there 
is still room, that he may be preferred to it. A trifling cir- 
cumstance prevented his coming with Price, and be even 
talked of following him. Major Price writes to him that 
troops are raising in this Province, and that it is likely he 
will be employed, which, he says, he dare say, will bring 
him, with a strong recommendation from General Gates, 
to whom he is well known. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, 

Th. Johnson, Jun. 

maryland council of safety to stephen steward. 
[No. 3.] Annapolis, January 22, 1776. 

Sir : The Council of Safety are informed that you have 
been at Philadelphia, and are acquainted with the method 
the Committee have taken there to prevent the approach 
of men-of-war and armed vessels to that city. As the Con- 
vention have resolved, that the sum of five thousand nine 
hundrea pounds be appropriated to fortify Annapolis, and 
place obstructions in the channel of the river, the Coun- 
cil would be glad to see you, and take your opinion on any 
plans or designs, that may be thought necessary, in carry- 
ing this resolution of the Convention into execution. Mr. 
Wallace has been so kind as to lay before us your letter of 
the 20th instant, on which we shall be glad to confer with 
you. We are, with respect, sir, yours, &tc. 

To Mr. Stephen Steward, West-River. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO WILLIAM ROBERTS. 

[No. 4.] Annapolis, January 22, 1776. 

Sir: A Company of Artillery, or Matrosses, was or- 
dered to be raised, particularly for the city of Annapolis. 
This is a matter of consequence to all the inhabitants; we, 
therefore, choose to consult the Corporation with regard to 
the officers, and should be obliged to you to call a Corpo- 
ration some day this week, or the next, at farthest, and let 
us know who that respectable body would recommend to 
us as proper persons for Captain and three Lieutenants. 

We are, fee, 

To Wm. Roberts, Esq., Mayor of the City of Annapolis. 
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LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE TO PRESIDENT OF 

CONGRESS. 
[Roid January 25, 1776. — Referred to Committee of Correspondence] 
In Committee, Lancaster, January 22, 1776. 

Sir : Pursuant to the directions of Congress, the Com- 
mittee of this place communicated their resolves to the 
officers, prisoners of war in this town, and received from 
them the enclosed answer. 

The Committee will, with cheerfulness, execute the 
orders of the Congress, but they are under some difficulties 
in this case, as we have reason to believe the officers will 
insist to remain with the privates, and will make no choice 
of residence. It will then fall on the Committee to fix 
the places for them ; and, as those places, or some of them, 
may be in other Counties, we cannot compel the Commit- 
tees to receive and take them into their charge, without 
particular direction from Congress for that purpose. But, 
should the Congress direct the places of their residence, 
they will be most punctually obeyed ; and, as it is proba- 
ble that, when they are removed from hence, they will 
refuse to give their parole, agreeable to the former resolves 
of Congress, we beg the Congress will direct in what man- 
ner the Committees shall proceed with them. 

The bearer of this is one of the members of the Com- 
mittee; his private business will detain him a day in Phi- 
ladelphia, and by him we hope to receive the directions of 
the Congress. 

I am, sir, with great esteem, your very humble servant, 
By order of the Committee ,-, „ „ 

' GEORGE KOSS, 

Chairman of the Committee. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 

Lancaster, January 20, 1776. 

We, the undermentioned officers, having perused the 
Resolves of the Congress relative to us, transmitted to the 
Committee of this town, think proper to make the follow- 
ing answers to them :* 

Answer to 1st Resolution. — That the officers are of 
opinion they may accept of the offer of drawing for their 
subsistence ; at the same time, from the situation they are 
in, they cannot help expressing a doubt of their bills being 
honoured, as an alteration may take place in Great Bri- 
tain, as well as in America, with regard to bills of ex- 
change ; but expect that, in this case, nothing detrimental 
he offered to their persons. 

Answer to 2d Resolution. — That, although the officers 
at Lancaster do not think themselves, by any means, con- 
cerned in the article of the Resolve relative to the officers 
at Trenton, yet they think proper to declare, that their 
having been placed in taverns by those officers under 
whose conduct they were brought to this place, laid them 
under the necessity of living in a more expensive manner 
than they otherwise would have done, and that they had 
frequently made application for private lodgings, but with- 
out effect. 

Answer to an article of said Resolution. — That the offer 
of an allowance of two dollars per week, for board and 
lodging, is so inadequate to the manner which they, as 

•Agreed to set Dr . Huddjestone at liberty on the terms he men- 
tions ; and sent by him a proposition to General Carleton, that it bo sti. 
pulati-d on both sides, not only to release all Surgeons, but that, if, by 
the fortune of war, the hospital of either army should fall into the 
power of the other, the sama care should be taken of the sick and 
wounded as if friends, and that neither they nor the attendants of the 
hospital should be considered as prisoners ; and, if Governour Carleton 
should not agree to the present release of Surgeons, Dr. Huddlcslone 
is to bo on his parolo to return immediately. 

Officers' Answer at Lancasteti. 

1 . To be left on the footing it was placod on in oar Jotter of the 
18th. 

2. Resolve related merely to the officere at Trenton, no complaint 
having been received of those of Lancaster. 

3. Two dollars per week was the allowance of Cqngreps; the offi- 
cers may refuse it or add to it on their own account, as lliey please. 

4. Inquire the meaning, high accounts from Trenton. 

5 . See the Resolution of Congress ; express stronger than before 
what relates to General Schuyler's promise. 

6. We shall be extremely sorry to be reduced to the necessity of 
confining thorn in prison, if they cancel their parole, 

7. Clothing ordered by us; their clothing ordered to be brought up. 

8. Provided for in our former letter. 

9 and 10. It is not desired to remove any officer to the prejudice of 
his health. 

Directions given in former letter relating to the women, and children. 



gentlemen and British officers, have been accustomed to 
live in, in every part of His Majesty's dominions, that they 
decline accepting of the loan. 

That, as to the article respecting innkeepers' accounts, 
they do not, really, comprehend the meaning of it, and, 
therefore, request an explanation. 

In answer to the last article, respecting the officers being 
separated from their men, they cannot help expressing 
their surprise at it, having had promises to the contrary, 
particularly General Schuyler's; that this promise from him, 
and a confirmation of it under the hands of the Congress, 
in their orders to Captain Nott, rendered them easy; that, 
in consequence of this, the officers, without hesitation, 
gave their parole to the Committee of this town, in the 
manner as has been already transmitted by them. The 
officers will be extremely sorry to be reduced to the disar- 
greeable necessity of cancelling that promise. 

The men are in great want of their clothing, not having, 
now, sufficient to cover them from the inclemency of the 
weather. Motives, therefore, of humanity and justice sug- 
gest to the officers the necessity of remaining with them, 
at least until the baggage arrives, which is daily expected, 
in order to make a proper distribution of it. 

The officers beg leave to represent their own situation, 
which is such as will not admit of their changing quarters 
at this inclement season of the year; many of them lying 
in a bad state of health, and without the greatest part of 
their baggage, some, indeed, without any part of it. 

The officers willingly embrace this opportunity of re- 
turning their thanks to the Committee and others, of this 
town, for their humanity in raising asubscription for the 
women and children, and, likewise, for other civilities. 

W. RlNNEER, P. AnSTRTJTHER, 

Tim. Newmahch, William Duff, 
Jas. Wm. Baillis, Jos. Campbell, 
John Despard, Geo. Peacocke, 
Wm. C. Hughes, Royal Fusilecrs. 

John Strongs,- E. P. Willington, 
John Livingston, Robert Thomas, 
D. McDonell, James Gordon, 

Twenty- Sixth Regiment. 

Daniel Robertson, 
Royal Highland Emigrants. 

To the Committee of Lancaster. 



CAPTAIN WILLIAMS TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, January 22, 1776. 

Gentlemen : I am now under the necessity of apply- 
ing to your Honours, (in consequence of orders issued 
from Congress to hold myself in readiness to march at an 
hour's warning,) as I am, at present, without a First-Lieu- 
tenant, Mr. Davis, my late Lieutenant, being promoted to 
a Company; Mr. John D. Bank son, my late Ensign, 
being, likewise, promoted to a First Lieutenant by the 
Committee of Safety, and a certain Mr. Morgan was ap- 
pointed by your Honours a First Lieutenant (formerly 
appointed by the Committee of Safety in one of your new 
battalions) in the First Battalion, who wag to join my 
company ; but, as the whole corps of officers in the 
First Battalion would rather wish your Honours would 
promote the officers in the said battalion, as they were at 
the great trouble of raising the company. 

I cannot but think it would be in your power to allow 
Mr. Bankson to join my company, agreeable to Mr. Mor- 
gan's desire. Mr. Morgan is, at present, out of town, re- 
cruiting for the Captain whom he was first engaged with. 

Your Honours will please to take it into consideration, 
and grant the above request; and yon will much oblige 
your obedient, humble servant, 

William Williams, Capt. J. P, B. 

To the Honourable President of Congress. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read February 2, 1776.] 

Albany, January 22, 1776. 

Sis: When I did myself the honour to write to you 
on the 13th instant, the distress of mind occasioned by the 



Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 



51 



803 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, JANUARY, 1776. 



804 



melancholy accounts I then transmitted, the hurry in pre- 
paring for the excursion into Try on County, and greatly 
oppressed by the asthma, were so many obstacles which 
prevented my answering your polite letters of the 30th of 
November and 2d instant, which were delivered me on the 
12th by Mr. Tilghman. I now sit down to answer those, 
and to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 10th in- 
stant, covering several resolutions of Congress, which were 
delivered me on the 18th. 

That my little services should have attracted the notice 
of Congress, so far as to merit their thanks, I can only 
attribute to the conviction which, I flatter myself, that 
respectable body entertains of my wishes and endeavours 
to serve my country in this hour of danger. I cannot, 
s'rr, find words to convey my feelings on the occasion. 
Let it suffice, that I consider it as a reward the most glo- 
rious, since it is conferred by the representatives of a peo- 
ple still free, and who are virtuously struggling to transmit 
the blessings of freedom to millions of their posterity. 
May indulgent Heaven so smile on their honest endea- 
vours, that America may be a lasting monument to remind 
tyrants of their irnpotency, when they attempt to tyran- 
nize over a free people. To you, sir, my best thanks are 
due, for the polite manner in which you have conveyed 
to me the sense of Congress, and believe me, sir, that I 
feel a grateful sense of the attention which 1 have expe- 
rienced from you. 

1 frankly confess, sir, that I have been greatly chagrined 
to see the little order that prevailed in the troops under 
my command, and that, added to my very bad state of 
health, were the only inducements which made me wish 
to retire. The first, 1 hope, will not so much prevail in 
future ; but I am sorry that I have no prospect that the 
latter will ever mend. Much indisposed when I set out 
for Tryon County, the severity of the weather, and the 
fatigues incident to the command of an undisciplined and 
enraged multitude, ready to run into imprudences of the 
most dangerous nature, and only to be prevented by the 
greatest attention and vigilance, has greatly increased my 
disorders, a complication of which now confine me to my 
room. But, sir, the affairs of my country are in a worse 
situation than when I requested to retire; this is motive 
sufficient for me to continue in any station, however incon- 
venient, in which my countrymen and my superiors are 
pleased to think I can be of service. I will continue, 
then, to do what 1 can. My country may justly claim my 
last services. It shall have them. 

The resolutions of Congress of the 10th, 11th, and 
17th of November, so far as they respect me, shall be 
strictly complied with ; that of the 26th, respecting the 
lead at Crown-Point, I have already given order about. 
What was left at Ticonderoga was on its way to Cam- 
bridge when I received General Washington's account of 
the capture of the store-ship ; I, therefore, stopped it here, 
and it will be much wanted for our troops that are going 
into Canada. 

General Prescott was already considerably advanced on 
his way to New-Jersey, when I received the order of Con- 
gress, of the 2d instant, for putting him in close custody. 

The resolution of Congress, permitting the officers, 
who are prisoners, to sell their bills for their subsistence, I 
have already communicated to those still here, which are 
the French officers, Major Hughes, Captain Gamble, and 
Lieutenant Barrington, all of which would have been 
moved last week if my time had not been engaged other- 



wise. 



I shall take the next opportunity that offers, to transmit 
to the Treasury an account of my disbursements to the 
officers. The receipts I cannot, as they are written in a 
receipt-book containing many others. 

The Conductor of Artillery, whom I had, through ne- 
cessity, appointed, is Mr. Hubbard Brown. He appears 
to me active, honest, and capable, and now acts in the 
double capacity of Conductor and Barrackmaster of Ticon- 
deroga ; for the former he was to have five shillings, and 
for the other an additional shilling, New-York currency. 
I found Gysbert Marselis, Esq., a Barrackmaster here, 
and employed by the Committee of Albany; he still re- 
mains in the office. Mr. Peter Schuyler I appointed to 
take charge of the arms in this place ; he has a considera- 
ble number already repaired. For a Storekeeper at this 



place, I beg leave to recommend Mr. Philip Van Rens- 
selaer. 

1 have given Mr. Trumbull, the Paymaster-General, 
copies of the resolutions relative to his Department. I 
hope they are not founded on a supposition that there had 
been any negligence in that Department. On the confu- 
sion which had arisen in the Army accounts, is much to be 
imputed to officers commanding companies. 

The resolve of the 8th instant, " that shipwrights be 
immediately sent from New-York and Philadelphia, to 
build batteaus," I could wish not to be put into execution, 
as one Albany shipwright will do nearly as much of that 
kind of work as two that are not accustomed to it. I can 
also make them work early and late, which the others will 
not ; besides, there will be great saving in the travelling 
charges. 

I shall immediately desire General Wooster to cause the 
river St. Lawrence to be explored, agreeable to the reso- 
lution of Congress, but I fear he is much in want of an 
Engineer for the purpose, as well as for a proper person to 
ascertain what kind of armed boats it would be most expe- 
dient to build. 

Does Congress intend that I should issue warrants for 
completing the regiment to be raised in this Colony, or is 
it to be done by the Convention ? In my former letters, I 
advised Congress that I had issued warrants for raising four 
companies. 

I shall immediately proceed to get every thing in readi- 
ness for building batteaus at Fort-George, as Wood- Creek 
cannot be cleared this Winter, and shall send up all the pro- 
visions and other stores. 

I fear I shall not be able to get a sufficient quantity of 
nails made in time at this place ; what I can get, I shall be 
obliged to pay fifteen pence per pound for. 

Part of the troops which I sent Colonel Warner to raise, 
are already on their march ; the first party, I have reason 
to think, is, at farthest, within a day's march of St. John's. 
I have ordered them off by fifties, as they could get ready, 
a regiment on the last Continental arrangement, in the 
County of Berkshire ; part of it is already marched. I 
was, however, obliged to give the like bounty as I did to 
Colonel Warner. It is commanded by Colonel Fellows, 
and all the officers were nominated by the General Com- 
mittee of that County. They will not engage beyond the 
15th of April. It was, however, lucky that I took those 
measures, for General Washington writes me that he can- 
not spare a man. Enclose you a copy of his letter. A 
few hours before I received it, I wrote him by express, 
that the necessity of sending troops from Cambridge to 
Canada appeared to me to be superseded, because of those 
going which I have mentioned above, and that there were 
two regiments on their march from Pennsylvania and New- 
Jersey, which, in all probability, would reach Canada as 
soon as any he could send. 

Governour Trumbull, in a letter of the 20th instant, ad- 
vises me that a regiment is raising in Connecticut to march 
immediately to Canada, to be engaged to the first day of 
November next. 

As I have had no accounts from Canada since those 
which Mr. Antill brought, I conclude that nothing male- 
rial has happened since the unfortunate affair of the 31st 
ultimo. 

I have, in a former letter, observed that all the heavy 
cannon and mortars were ordered to Cambridge ; I suppose 
they are there now. Should Quebeck not fall into our 
hands this Winter, we shall want a considerable number of 
those. Whence are we to be supplied ? And from whence 
are we to get ammunition ? 

January 24, 1776. 

Some of the troops that accompanied me into Tryon 
County refused to move unless I promised pay for their 
carriages ; and these same people insist upon pay as Mi- 
nute-Men. Many of the people, however, expect no pay 
for their carriages, nor for themselves. Expeditions of this 
kind would be very expensive at this rate. I cannot think 
that Congress intended pay for the men on such occasions. 
I shall wait their orders. 

I have just now received a letter from the Committee of 
Safety at New-York, enclosing copies of the resolutions 
of Congress of the 8th of January. They observe that 
several things are left indeterminate "in that resolve 
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which orders a large quantity of provisions and stores to be 
sent to Fort-George." In answer, I have wrote them 
that " I cannot believe Congress intended any thing more 
by sending the resolution to them, than that they should 
supply me with wliat I might want ; the almost impossi- 
bility of sending a large quantity from .New- York to Fort- 
George, at this season, would countenance this construc- 
tion." 

They have also wrote to me on the subject of the ship- 
wrights. I have given them an extract of what 1 have 
above said to Congress on the occasion, and requested that 
they would not send any until I applied for them. 

They also seemed to think that they were to procure 
batteau-men, and ask what wages are to be allowed them. 
I have promised to write to Congress on that head. I be- 
lieve they would be best got in the vicinity of this place. 
If Congress thinks so, I wish to know what pay to allow 
the officers and men. 

Congress Will please to attend to the Naval Department 
in this quarter. Perhaps Commodore Douglass will re- 
main. I could wish a Captain Wynkoop to be employed 
under him ; he is active and brave. 

I am, sir, most sincerely, your obedient, humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c, Stc. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Albany, January 22, 1776. 

Dear Sir: Colonel Warner succeeds fast in sending 
men to Canada. From the County of Berkshire, in the 
Massachusetts-Bay, a regiment will, also, immediately be 
sent, part of which is already on its march. By a letter 
just received from Congress, dated the 10th instant, I am 
advised that a regiment from Pennsylvania, and another 
from New-Jersey, were ordered immediately to march for 
this place, and to put themselves under my command. As 
these corps can be in Canada at least as early as any your 
Excellency can send from Cambridge, the necessiiy of 
sending of those which I had the honour to request of you, 
will be superseded. 

Since the unfortunate accounts which I transmitted you 
by my last express, I have heard nothing more from Ca- 
nada, whence, I conclude, that our affairs in that quarter 
are not in a worse situation than when Mr. Antill came 
away. The enclosed copy of a letter from Colonel Ar- 
nold was forgot to be sent you per last. 

I returned last night from Tryon County, into which I 
marched a body of Militia to disarm the malignants, which 
I have effected. Six of the chiefs of about two hundred 
and fifty or three hundred Scotch Highlanders, are to go 
prisoners to Pennsylvania, as are six others of the English 
and Dutch inhabitants of that County. We have taken 
four six and four-pounders, together with a number of 
swivels and blunderbusses. 

I hope all is well with your Excellency. Be pleased to 
present my compliments to your family. I am, sir, with 
sincere respect and esteem, your Excellency's most obe- 
dient, and very humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To His Excellency General Washington. 



general lee to president of congress. 
[Read January 26, 1776.] 

Stamford, January 32, 1776. 
Sir: As General Washington has informed the Con- 
gress of his motives for detaching me, it is needless to trou- 
ble you upon the subject. I am, therefore, only to inform 
you, that I have collected a body of about twelve hundred 
men, from the Colony of Connecticut, whose zeal and ar- 
dour, demonstrated on this occasion, cannot be sufficiently 
praised. With this body I am marching directly to New- 
York, to execute the different purposes for which I am 
detached. I am sensible, sir, that nothing can carry the 
air of greater presumption, than a servant's intruding his 
opinion, unasked, upon his master; but, at the same time, 
there are certain seasons, when the real danger of the mas- 
ter may not only excuse, but render laudable the servant's 
officiousness. I, therefore, flatter myself that the Con- 



gress will receive, with indulgence and lenity, the opinion 
I shall offer. 

The scheme of disarming, simply, the Tories, seems to 
me, totally ineffectual ; it will only imbitter their minds, 
and add virus to their venom. They can, and will, always 
be supplied with fresh arms by the enemy. That of seiz- 
ing the most dangerous will, 1 apprehend, from the vague- 
ness of the instruction, be attended with some bad conse- 
quences, and can answer no good one ; it opens so wide a 
door for partiality and prejudice, to the different Congress- 
es and Committees on the Continent, that much discord 
and animosity will, probably, ensue, it being next to im- 
possible to distinguish who are, and who are not, the most 
dangerous. 

The plan of explaining to these deluded people the jus- 
tice and merits of the American cause, is, certainly, gene- 
rous and humane, but, lam afraid, will be fruitless. They 
are so riveted in their opinions, that, I am persuaded, 
should an angel descend from Heaven, with his golden 
trumpet, and ring in their ears that their conduct was cri- 
minal, he would be disregarded. I had lately, myself, an 
instance of their infatuation, which, if it is not impertinent, 
I will relate : 

At Newport, I took the liberty, without any authority, 
but the conviction of the necessity, to administer a very 
strong oath to some of the leading Tories, for which liber- 
ty I humbly ask pardon of the Congress. One article of 
this oath was, to take arms in defence of their country, if 
called upon by the voice of the Congress. To this, Colo- 
nel Wanton, and others, flatly refused their assent. To 
take arms against their Sovereign, they said, was too mon- 
strous an impiety. I asked them, if they had lived at. the 
time of the Revolution, whether they would have been 
Revolutionists? Their answers were, at first, evasive, cir- 
cuitous, and unintelligible ; but, by fixing them down pre- 
cisely to the questions, I, at length, drew from them a po- 
sitive confession, that no violence, no provocation on the 
part of the Court, could prevail upon them to act with the 
Continent. Such, I am afraid, is the creed and principles 
of the whole party, great and small; sense, reason, argu- 
ment, and eloquence, have been expended in vain, and in 
vain you may still argue and reason, till the end of time. 
Even the common feelings and resentments of humanity 
have not aroused them, but rather, with a malignant plea- 
sure, they have beheld the destruction of their fellow-citi- 
zens and relations. But, I am running into declamation, 
(perhaps, impertinently presuming,) when I ought to con- 
fine myself to the scheme I submit to your consideration. 

It is, sir, in the first place, to disarm all the manifestly 
disaffected, as well of the lower as of the higher class ; not 
on the principle of putting them in a state of impotence, 
(for this, as I observed before, will not be the case,) but to 
supply our troops with arms, of which they stand in too 
great need. Secondly, to appraise their estates, and oblige 
them to deposite, at least the value of one-half of their 
respective property, in the hands of the Continental Con- 
gress, as a security for their good behaviour. And, lastly, 
to administer the strongest oath that can be devised, to act, 
defensively and offensively, in support of the common 
rights. 

I confess, that men so eaten up with bigotry, as the bulk 
of them appear to be, will not consider themselves as 
bound by this oath, particularly, as it is, in some measure, 
forced ; they will argue, that it is by no means obligatory. 
But, if I mistake not, it will be a sort of criterion, by which 
you will be able to distinguish the desperate fanaticks from 
those who are reclaimable. The former must, of course, 
be secured, and carried into some interior parts of the Con- 
tinent, where they cannot be dangerous. 

This mode of proceeding, I conceive, (if any can,) will 
be effectual; but, whether it meets with the approbation or 
disapprobation of the Congress, I most humbly conjure them 
not to attribute the proposal to arrogance, self-conceit, or 
pragmatical officiousness, but, at worst, to an intemperate 
zeal for the publick service. 

Notwithstanding the apparent slimness of the authority, 
as I am myself convinced that it is substantial, 1 think it 
my duty to communicate a circumstance to the Congress. 
I have with me here, sir, a deserter from Captain Wal- 
lace's ship, before Newport. It is necessary, previously to 
inform you, that this Captain Wallace has the reputation 
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of being the most itmrrudent and rash of all mortals, parti- 
cularly when he is heated with wine, which, as reported, 
is a daily incident ; that, in those moments, he blabs his 
most secret instructions even to the common men. This 
deserter, then, informs us, that the Captain, a few days 
ago, assembled the sailors and marines on the quarter-deck, 
and assured them, by way of encouragement, that they 
were to proceed, very soon, to Neiv- York, where they 
were to be joined by His Majesty's most loyal subjects of 
White- Plains, Poughkeepsie, and Long-Island, and, at the 
same time, bestowed, abundantly, his curses on the Admi- 
ral and General, for their dilatoriness and scandalous con- 
duct, in not availing themselves, sooner, of the invitation 
they' had received from these worthy gentlemen. 

The Congress will make what comments they please on 
this information, which, I must repeat, I thought it my 
duty to communicate. Upon the whole, sir, you may be 
assured, that it is the intention of the Ministerialists to take 
possession (and immediately) of New- York. The inter- 
cepted letters, the unguarded expressions of their officers, 
in their interviews with ours, on the lines, but, above all, 
the manifest advantages resulting to their cause from this 
measure, put their intention beyond dispute. 

With submission, therefore, lo the wisdom of the Con- 
gress, it behooves them, 1 should think, not to lose a mo- 
ment in securing this important post, which, if in the hands 
of the enemy, must cut the Continent in twain, and render 
it almost impossible for the Northern and Southern Colo- 
nies mutually to support each other. This is not a crisis, 
when every thing is at stake, to be over-complacent to the 
timidity of the inhabitants of any particular spot. I have 
now under my command a respectable force, adequate to 
the purposes of securing the place, and purging all its en- 
virons of Traitors, on which subject I shall expect, witlijm- 
ratience, the determination of the Congress. Their orders 
hope to receive before, or immediately on my arrival. 

This instant, the enclosed express, from the Provincial 
Congress of Neiv- York, was delivered into my hands ; but, 
as these gentlemen, probably, are not fully apprized of the 
danger hanging over their heads, as I have received intel- 
ligence from camp that the fleet is sailed, and that it is 
necessary to urge my inarch, I shall proceed, with one di- 
vision of the forces under my command, to that city. A 
moment's delay may be fatal. 

S* The force I shall carry with me is not strong enough to 
act offensively, but just sufficient to secure the city against 
any immediate designs of the enemy. If this is to give 
umbrage, if the Governour, and Captain of the man-of- 
war, are pleased to construe this step as an act of positive 
hostility, if they are to prescribe what number of your 
troops, and what number not, are to enter the city, all I 
can say is, that New- York must be considered as the Mi- 
nisters' place, and not the Continent's. 

1 must now, sir, beg pardon for the length of this letter, 
and, more so, for the presumption in offering, so freely, my 
thoughts to the Congress, from whom it is my duty simply 
to receive my orders, and, as a servant and soldier, strictly 
to obey, which none can do with greater ardour and affec- 
tion than, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Charles Lee. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Continental Congress. 



In Committee of Safety, New-York, January 21, 1776. 

Sir: The inhabitants of this cily are much alarmed at 
various confident advices of your destination, with a consi- 
derable body of forces for active service here. Confident, 
however, as those advices may appear to people without 
doors, we cannot readily credit them, as we conceive it 
most probable that, were you preparing to execute any 
plan of that kind, it would be preceded by some intima- 
tions to us on the subject, from the Continental Congress, 
General Washington, or yourself. We, therefore, should 
not have troubled you with this application, had it not been 
to procure such information from you as may enable us, in 
a prudent use of it, to allay the fears of our inhabitants, 
who, at this inclement season of the year, will continue, as 
they have already begun, to remove their women and chil- 
dren, and which, if continued, may occasion hundreds lo 
perish for want of shelter. 



This Committee, and the Congress, whose place we fill 
in their recess, are, w r e flatter ourselves, as unanimously 
zealous in the cause of America, as any representative body 
on the Continent ; so truly zealous, that both the one and 
the other will cheerfully devote this city to sacrifice, for 
advancing that great and important cause. But, to acquit 
ourselves in the judgment of the Continent, which, in point 
of publick aid, is deeply interested in the preservation of this 
metropolis, and to our constituents, who expect our pru- 
dent care of their lives and properties, we think it our in- 
dispensable duty to inform you, that, though we have 
advices that General Washington has been informed of the 
arrival of a large quantity of powder among us, we have 
not a sufficiency to enable you to act hostilely against the 
ships-of-war now in port. Our whole quantity of publick 
powder is less than three tons. 

No works are erected to annoy the enemy in their pre- 
sent situation. Should it be practicable, at this juncture, 
to erect hasty works for that purpose, to what shift are we 
to betake ourselves, after our trifling supply of ammunition 
shall be expended ? The commencement of hostilities, for 
which we are now so unprepared, will preclude the possi- 
bility of a supply, even for our musketry, in the ensuing 
campaign. The strict guard against the exportation of 
ammunition from the foreign ports in Europe, we have 
great reason lo fear, will cut off all hopes of supply from 
that quarter, as well to us as the Continental Congress. 
We have sent sundry adventures thither, some of which 
have failed ; for this reason, we are daily pushing adven- 
tures to the West-Indies, with the article of provisions, as 
a necessary expedient in the present uncommon scarcity 
of bullion. The ships-of-war give no interruption to our 
vessels despatched on those adventures, a favour we can- 
not expect should hostilities begin. And, even should we 
be fortunate enough to oblige the ships-of-war to quit this 
port, by expending the little powder we have, (an event 
which our most sanguine hopes cannot promise us,) the 
attention of our enemies will effectually prevent our ex- 
pected importations. 

For these reasons, we conceive that a just regard to the 
publick cause, and our duty, to take a prudent care of tins 
city, dictate the impropriety of provoking hostilities at pre- 
sent, and the necessity of saving appearances with the 
ships-of-war till, at least, the month of March, 

Though we have been unfortunate, in our disappoint- 
ments, with respect to some of our adventures, yet, be as- 
sured, sir, we have not been idle. Our intrenching tools 
are almost completed to a sufficient number; we are form- 
ing a magazine of provisions for five thousand men, for a 
month, in a place of safety, and at a convenient distance 
from this city ; we have provided ourselves with six good 
brass field-pieces, and have directed carriages to be made 
for our other artillery, and are raising a company of Ar- 
tillery for the defence of the Colony, on the Continental 
establishment. These things, with other smaller matters, 
when accomplished, and, with the arrival of some powder, 
the prospect of which is not unpromising, will enable us 
to face our enemies with some countenance. 

We, therefore, ardently wish to remain in peace, for a 
little time, and doubt not we have assigned sufficient rea- 
sons for avoiding, at present, a dilemma, in which the pre- 
sent entrance of a large body of troops into this city, will, 
almost certainly, involve us. Should you have such an 
entrance in design, we beg, at least, that the troops may 
halt on the western confines of Connecticut, till we shall 
have been honoured, by you, with such an explanation on 
this imporlant subject, as you may conceive your duty may 
permit you to enter into with us, the grounds of which, you 
will easily see, ought to be kept an enlire secret, and to 
assure you that we are, with great esteem and respect, sir, 
your most obedient servants. 

By order of the Committee: 

Pierre Van Cortlandt, Chairman. 
To Major-General Lee. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBITLL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, January 22, 177S. 

Sir: Orders were just given for raising a regiment of 
seven hundred and fifty men, to go for the help of our friends 
in Canada, to serve till the first of November next, and 
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sent an express to your Excellency, when I received your 
letter of (lie 16th, per Bennett. We then proceeded to 
make provision for the four regiments requested for your 
camp. 

The 20th, at evening, yours of the 19th came to hand ; 
whereby the number is reduced to three, which will be 
raised with all possible expedition. But money seems 
necessary to facilitate their march. Wish some provision 
could be made for it. 

It is with difficulty we can furnish our men with arms, and 
depend that none of them will be detained when the ser- 
vice of these three regiments is ended. No arms can be 
supplied from this Colony for the Continent. The old 
gun-barrels brought from Tkonderoga, are retarded for 
want of locks ; there are very few or none to be purchas- 
ed, and the number made here are brought in but slowly. 
When your hurry will permit, please to send me a return 
of an account of the arms retained from this Colony, their 
apprizal, and the way to obtain payment, as the owners 
complain for want of them or their value. 

1 am, with great esteem and regard, your Excellency's 
most obedient humble servant, 

Jonathan Trumbull. 
To General Washington. 

JAMES WILKINSON TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

Monday Evening, January 22, 1776. 

Sir: In consequence of your friendly proposal yester- 
day, I have waited on Genera! Gates. He is pleased with 
your intention, and will readily afford me every assistance 
in his power, but thinks it necessary that you should men- 
tion the affair to General Washington, who, he makes no 
doubt, will assent to your request. If I have the honour 
of being established in your brigade, I shall particularly 
study the execution of my duty, and ardently endeavour to 
introduce that friendly intercourse between the northern 
and southern gentlemen, which is truly essential to our 
common interests. 

I beg an excuse for this scrawl, and am, very respect- 
fully, your much obliged and really humble servant, 

James Wilkinson. 
To General Sullivan. 

P. S. Lest this is the only idle time which I expect 
to enjoy while 1 continue in the Army, I apply it in grati- 
fying a curiosity I entertain of seeing Cape-Ann; for which 
place I purpose setting out early to-morrow morning. 

J. W. 



COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Camp at Roxbury, January 22, 1776. 

Honoured Sir : I enclose you a copy of General Or- 
ders, providing arms, &c. Have sent Lieutenant Hun- 
tington to purchase for my regiment. As the time allowed 
him by the order is short, I fear he will not be able to look 
up many among individuals, from whence, I suppose, they 
must come. If he should be so hnppy as to find a consi- 
derable number together, he may accomplish the business 
by the time. He is directed to procure one hundred, which 
I hope will be sufficient, with what the soldiers will fur- 
nish themselves. I have ordered him to let you know what 
success he meets with, that you may take such measures 
for a supply as you shall think proper and necessary. 

We much lament the death of the brave General Mont- 
gomery; hope it will be rightly improved by the Army 
there and here. The impatience of the soldiers, and per- 
haps of the subordinate officers, was the immediate cause 
of it ; it will teach us, (and there is too much need of the 
lesson,) not to depend on an arm of flesh. 

Please give my love and duty to mother, son, brother, fcc. 

I am, most affectionately, and dutifully, yours, 

Jedediaii Huntington. 
To the Honourable Governour Trumbull. 



Assembly had taken up the matter of advance wages to 
the soldiery destined for Canada, in the same manner as 
intended by the Massachusetts Government. 

We shall duly note your Excellency's kind intention, of 
refunding to this Colony the money they advance, as soon 
as the General Congress may remit you a sufficient supply; 
and we shall give the necessary directions that all accounts 
respecting these matters, may be correctly kept, and pro- 
per vouchers produced for the same. 

In behalf of the Council and Assembly, I am your Ex- 
cellency's humble servant, 

Mesiiech Weare, President of Council. 
To His Excellency General Washington. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. 

Colony of New-Hampshire, Exeter, ) 
January 21, 1776. J 

Sir: Your Excellency's favour of the 19th current, 
with the several enclosures, came to hand yesterday noon, 
bringing us the melancholy advices of the defeat of pur 
Army before Quebeck, and the death of the brave General 
Montgomery, with a number of our friends and fellow-sol- 
diers. A sad reverse this, indeed, of our affairs in Canada, 
which we are extremely sorry for, and regret. 

Our Council and Assembly were just upon the point of 
adjourning to Monday, when your Excellency's packet was 
brought us, which determined us upon sitting again in the 
afternoon. The subject of your letters was immediately 
taken into consideration. The Assembly very readily and 
cheerfully agreed to, and resolved upon, raising a regiment 
in the western frontiers, as therein recommended, to march 
directly into Canada for the reinforcement of our brethren 
there ; the regiment to consist of the number directed in the 
Continental establishment. The command is assigned to 
Colonel Timothy Bedel, who, having approved himself well 
at the siege of iSV. John's, is just returned from Canada, 
and we think will readily enter on the duty. The other 
Field-Officers being residents near Connecticut River, well 
acquainted with the people and country, we doubt not will 
be able soon to raise the whole number of men. The Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, Joseph Waile, one of our Assembly, is al- 
ready sent, and carries with him inlisting orders and money 
for the purpose, the Assembly having voted to pay each 
man two months' wages in advance for their encourage- 
ment. Directions are, also, gone out for the procuring pro- 
visions, and other necessaries requisite for their march from 
Connecticut River over to Onion River. We trust your 
Excellency will give General Schuyler timely advice, that 
he may forward what provisions may further be necessary 
to meet the troops at Onion River. 

In our last to your Excellency, we mentioned our having 
in readiness one hundred and forty blankets to forward to 
Head-Quarters, which were just going, when, upon receiving 
these last advices, it was thought absolutely necessary to 
stop them, that they might be sent westward for the use of 
this regiment, as it is impossible to provide any quantity of 
blankets in that part of the country. 

We are truly sensible of the expediency of a vigorous 
exertion to prevent the evils which may follow the repulse 
of our troops in Canada, and you may depend, sir, we 
shall not fail to do our utmost to forward this reinforce- 
ment. 

In behalf of the Council and Assembly, I am, with great 
esteem and respect, your Excellency's most obedient, hum- 
ble servant, ,« nT D . , ,■ 
' Meshech Weare, President. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 



MESHECH WEARE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Exeter, January 22, 1776. 
Sir : We have just received your Excellency's favour of 
yesterday's date, for answer to which, we beg leave to refer 
to the enclosed letter, in which it may be observed, our 



INSTRUCTIONS TO THE COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. 

To the Honourable Matthew Thornton, Esq., and Jo- 

siah Moulton, Esq. : 

You being appointed a Committee to wait orj his Ex- 
cellency General Washington, on the subject of his request- 
ing a regiment from this Colony, to assist in guarding the 
lines two months, you are, therefore, desired to proceed 
to the camp, and inquire what number of men are there 
inlisted, or likely to engage in the regiment officered by 
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General Sullivan for said purpose ; and if they are not, and 
cannot be mostly raised there, under the proposed officers, 
to consider whether the officers appointed by this Court 
will be likely better to effect the purpose of raising the re- 
giment. 

Likewise wait on General Washington, and lay before 
his Excellency all the letters received from General Sul- 
livan, on the subject, and represent to him the difficulties 
that have, and likely may arise by General Sullivan's doing 
things that this Colony suppose ought to be done by their 
legislative authority. And, if it is absolutely necessary to 
advance a month's pay to said regiment, you may engage 
it. You are desired to inquire whether the people, that 
came in on the Lexington alarm, are likely to be paid by 
the Continent. Also, in what manner commissions and 
processes issue in the Massachusetts Colony. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COLONELS 
MOREY AND BELLOWS. 

In Committee of Safety, January 21, 1776. 

Gentlemen : You are desired, immediately, to procure 
on the best terms the following articles, for the use of the 
regiment now raising on the frontiers of this Colony, to 
march into Canada under the command of Colonel Timo- 
thy Bedel, there to join the Northern Continental Army, 
and to deliver to each soldier his proportion of the same, 
of the provisions, at the rate of one pound of pork, and 
one pound of bread, and half a pint of peas, each day, for 
their march from Connecticut River, through the woods to 
Onion River, which it is estimated will be fifteen days at 
least ; and you are to keep an exact account of the delivery 
of the whole : 

Twelve thousand pounds salt pork, at seven pence ; 400 
bushels of wheat, to be ground into flour ; 500 pair of men's 
shoes ; 50 moose skins for moccasins ; 720 pair rackets or 
snow shoes; 688 hatchets, or tomahawks; 688 blankets, 
at fifteen shillings, to be allowed each soldier ; if the blanket 
cost more, the soldier to pay the overplus, if less, to be 
made up to him; 120 tin camp kettles; gunpowder; 
musket balls ; flints ; ground ginger ; 200 gallons rum ; 
200 yards coarse cloth, for Indian leggins; 200 yards 
coarse cloth, for shirting ; 200 yards coarse cloth, for men's 
clothes. 

By order of the Committee : 

Meshech Weare, Chairman. 
To Colonel Morey and Colonel Bellows. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COL. WAITE. 
In Committees of Safety, January 21, 1776. 

To Joseph Waite, Esq.: 

You being appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of a Regi- 
ment of Rangers, to be commanded by Timothy Bedel, 
Esq., to serve in the Northern Continental Army, you are 
hereby authorized and desired immediately to proceed on 
the inlisting the said Regiment ; the several Companies to 
consist of eighty-six able-bodied, effective men, including 
four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drummer, and one 
Fifer, well accoutred with arms and blankets, until the 1st 
day of January next, unless sooner dismissed. And you 
may assure them they shall have the same pay as the other 
Continental troops. 

By order of the Committee : 

Meshech Weare, Chairman. 



JONATHAN COLCORD S LICENSE FOR CLEARANCE OF THE 
SCHOONER DOLPHIN. 

Colony of New-Hampshire, Exeter, ) 
December 27, 1775. \ 

To all Masters or Commanders of Vessels in the service 
of the United Continental Colonies, or well-wishers 
to their cause — Greeting : 

We, the subscribers, Members of the honourable Con- 
gress for said Colony, now sitting at Exeter, aforesaid, 
being a Committee appointed for this purpose, do certify, 
that Jonathan Colcord, of New-Market, in the County of 
Rockingham, and Colony aforesaid, yeoman, hath obtain- 
ed permission from the said Congress to export to Pas- 



samaquoddy two four-year old steers, two heifers, and eight 
sheep, in a schooner belonging to Messrs. Clarlc and Wal- 
lace, and it is the pleasure of the said Congress, that said 
Colcord do pass unmolested. 
Witness our hands, this 27th day of December, 1775. 

Wiseman Clacgett, 
Thomas Task. 

Passamaquoddy, January 22, 1776. 
To the Honourable Gentlemen of the Congress, now sitting 
at Exeter, in the Colony of New-Hampshire. 
These may certify, that the within named Messrs. Clark 
and Wallace, have landed the cattle and sheep herein 
mentioned in the cocket ; and these may likewise certify, 
that it is the pleasure of us, as a Committee, that the said 
vessel pass to Piscataqna unmolested, and desire all mas- 
ters of vessels in the Colonies' service to protect the said 
schooner to Piscataqua aforesaid. 

Robert Wilson, ~) „ ... r n , 
T r, > Committee of oafety. 

James Cochrane, J 



MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Doston, January 22, 1776. 

My Lord: I have the honour to inform your Lordship 
that His Majesty's ship, Centurion, arrived the 18th instant, 
and that she spoke three weeks ago with the Argo, trans- 
port, having three companies of the Forty-Sixth Regiment 
on board, in good health at that time. 

Major-General Clinton sailed the 20th, in the morning, in 
the Mercury, frigate, the Falcon, sloop, being before sent 
directly to Cape Fear to wait the arrival of the transports. 
A copy of your Lordship's despatch of the 22d October, 
is given as the principal guidance of his conduct, while 
local circumstances, and good intelligence, determine him in 
pursuing the main objects of his expedition. He has blank 
commissions for his officers, in case it should be found at 
any time advisable to embody Provincials for the service ; 
and I have sent commissions to three gentlemen who have 
been long in North- Carolina, to secure the attachment of 
the Highlanders settled in that Colony, on a promise from 
General Gage, that they should have appointments in the 
Second Battalion of Royal Highland Emigrants, to be 
formed as soon as the first was known to be completed, 
which it has been for some time, as appears by collecting 
all the returns received in their dispersed situation. 

In prosecution of General Gage's intentions, 1 have like- 
wise issued commissions to two Captains in this corps, who 
have actually raised their companies in Nova-Scotia, and 
to two others who have been employed on the regiment's 
duty, and whose complement of men appears, also, to bo 
raised. However, I shall proceed no further in forming 
the Second Battalion, until more certain accounts of their 
success in recruiting are received ; and as 1 am furnished 
with no particular instructions concerning this corps, I could 
wish to be honoured with His Majesty's commands relative 
thereto. 

Robberies, and housebreaking in particular, had got to 
such a height in this town, that some examples had become 
necessary to suppress it. Two soldiers, late of the Fifty- 
Ninth Regiment of Foot, have been tried, convicted, and 
sentenced to suffer death, for breaking into and robbing 
the store-houses of Messrs. Nathaniel and William Cojin; 
one of them has suffered ; the other, Thomas Owen, as a 
young offender, and having other circumstances to plead in 
his favour, I have thought proper to reprieve, conforming 
to the power expressed in my commission, as follows : " We 
giving you power to reprieve any person under sentence 
until our pleasure be known." And I humbly entreat your 
Lordship to recommend the said Thomas Owen for His 
Majesty's Royal pardon. 

I am, Sic., W. Howe. 



ADDISON MURDOCH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

January 23, 1776. 

Gentlemen: I have been honoured by the Convention 
with the enclosed commission, which I now return to you, 
with a prayer to be excused from accepting it. The pre- 
carious and declining state of my health renders me inca- 
pable of executing the office, either with benefit to my 



813 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, fcc, JANUARY, 1776. 



814 



country, or reputation to myself, and, therefore, I think it 
my duty to refuse it. 

I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most 
obedient humble servant, Addison Murdock. 

To the Honourable Council of Safety, Annapolis. 



maryland council of safety to committee for prince 

george's county. 
[No. 5.] Annapolis, January 23, 1776. 

Gentemen: The late Convention having resolved that 
the records should be removed from the city of Annapolis, 
and directed the Council of Safety to provide a fit and 
proper place for them, and we having determined they 
should be carried to Upper Marlborough, if a safe and 
convenient place can be procured for them there, request 
you will examine into the stale and condition of the Court- 
House of your County, in which, if it will answer, we had 
rather the records should be lodged, but if it will not, of 
any of the vacant houses in the town, and provide one, 
which you may apprehend best adapted to the purpose, 
upon such reasonable rent as you may agree for. 

We are, &ic. 
To the Committee of Observation for Prince George's 

County. 

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETYTO DELEGATES IN CONGRESS. 
[No. 6.3 Annapolis, January 23, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Mr. Maynard, who will deliver this to 
you, is going with letters to New-York, from the Govern- 
our to Mr. Foxcroft. The package covers three other 
letters, which are intended to go by the packet, two of 
them to ffilliam Eden, Esq., which the Governour, on his 
honour, assures us, contain nothing unfriendly to America, 
the other to Lord Dartmouth, which we have seen, en- 
closing copies of the Instructions of the Convention to 
their Deputies in Congress, and, also, of the Declaration, 
with his assurances to the Ministry, that he believes they 
contain the real sentiments of the people of this Province. 

The Governour has taken this measure in consequence 
of a free conversation with Messrs. Matthew Tilghman, 
Thomas Johnson, Thomas Stone, and James Hollyday, 
and ourselves, on the subject. The step cannot be pro- 
ductive of an ill effect. It may be of the greatest service. 
It may possibly bring about some overture to a general re- 
conciliation. He has promised you shall have the perusal 
of what he has wrote, when you come to Maryland. We 
intimate this to you to prevent the letter being stopped, on 
suspicion of its containing any information or intelligence 
unfriendly to America. 

We do not doubt but you will think with us, that the 
sooner it reaches England the better, in the present critical 
situation of our affairs, and that you will give Maynard 
the proper passports to New-York. We are, &,c. 
To the Deputies of Maryland, in Congress. 

P. S. There are some few other letters, which, from the 
Governour's information, we believe are from Colonel Sim 
and others, to Thomas Eden fy- Co., on private business. 



COLONEL MAXWELL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Trenton, January 23, 1776. 

Sir: You will receive this by Captain John B. Scott, 
of my regiment, who escorts General Prescott and Cap- 
tain Chase, to your honourable House. I suppose the 
Committee of this town will write you, by Captain Scott, 
of General Prescott' s behaviour here, therefore I shall omit 
it. I find the Congress has ordered my regiment to Ca- 
nada immediately. I hope I shall always obey them 
cheerfully, but must beg leave to mention to them, at all 
times, what the regiment wants to complete it ; and with a 
presumption that I have leave, I must inform you it wants 
a great part of every thing but men. We want, for the 
regiment about two hundred and eighty stand of arms, four 
hundred and five bayonets, and a great many of the arms 
want repairing ; we have them at so many smiths we 
cannot get an exact return. They have got their h3ts, 
shoes, and stockings, I believe, in general, but they want 
much warmer clothing to go into Canada than if they 



stayed here. There are a good many cartouch-boxes and' 
cross-belts, some haversacks, and frocks here. Mr. Laiv- 
rey, I suppose, has the rest of the articles making, in dif- 
ferent places, but still, I am afraid, not so quick as I could 
wish, possibly for want of materials. He is gone to the 
eastward, to pay off Lord Stirling's regiment. I shall 
send off an express to-morrow morning, to hurry him 
here, and leave the paying that regiment to his clerks. 

I have sent to Burlington, yesterday, for a return of the 
part of this regiment there ; when I get it, I will endea- 
vour to make you a complete return of the regiment, with 
their arms, &c. 

I refer you to Captain Scott for further particulars ; you 
will find him very intelligent. 

1 am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

William Maxwell, Colonel. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Con- 
tinental Congress, in Philadelphia. 

N. B. Articles necessary, that I have not seen any of, 
viz : Axes, tomahawks, camp-kettles, canteens, moccasins, 
caps, Sic. If the powder, lead, and flints, are to be sent 
to Lord Stirling, this would be a good opportunity by 
Captain Scott, with his returning wagons. 



NEW-JERSEY COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF 

CONGHESS. 

[Read January 25, 177G. — Referred to Committee of Correspondence.] 

Trenton, January 23, 1776. 
Sir : Your letter of the 20th, covering resolutions of 
Congress and a letter to Lieutenant Hamer, I received, 
and delivered Mr. Hamer his letter, for which he said he 
was much obliged. I shall lay your letter and the reso- 
lutions before our Provincial Congress, which meets on 
Tuesday next, to which, I dare say, they will pay proper 
attention. 

Your favour of the 22d, we received this morning, and 
immediately waited on General Prescott and Captain 
Chase ; on the former a guard was set, as we have informed 
in our letter of yesterday. The General said he should 
be glad, if it could be, that his setting off might be de- 
ferred until to-morrow morning, to which we readily con- 
sented. He and Captain Chase are coming in a light 
covered wagon, guarded by a detachment of Captain (Scott, 
by whom this will be delivered. 

I have the honour to be, (for the Committee,) your most 
obedient, humble servant, 

Samuel Tucker, Chairman. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



LIEUTENANT HAMER (a PRISONER) TO PRESIDENT OF CON- 
GRESS. 

Trenton, January 23, 1776. 

Sir: I have the pleasure of your favour of the 19th 
instant, for which I beg leave to tender you my best thanks, 
and to assure you that I shall always be ready to pay such 
attention to the future resolves of the Congress as will 
entitle me to receive their indulgence during this unhappy 
contest. 

1 am, sir, your most obedient, and humble servant, 

Ibbetson Hamer, 
Lieutenant Royal Fusileers. 

RICHARD HUDDLESTON (a PRISONER) TO PRESIDENT OF 

CONGRESS. 
[Read January 25, 1776. — Referred to Committee of Correspondence.] 

Trenton, January 23, 1776. 
Sir: Amongst all civilized nations at war it has been a 
practice when a Surgeon is taken prisoner to release him 
immediately, as being esteemed a friend to both sides. In a 
sick or wounded soldier he never sees an enemy, but affords 
him all the relief in his power. When the Surgeons in your 
army before St. John's applied to me on the route here, 
for some medicines they stood much in need of for their 
sick, I gave them to them with pleasure, and every assist- 
ance in my power I readily afforded to the sick they sent 
over the Lake with us. This humanity called, on me to do, 
as it would on your Surgeons in like case. The scarcity 
of Surgeons, at present, in Canada, will make the miseries 
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of this unhappy war doubly felt, on both sides, in that 
country. I, therefore, sir, beg you to request permission 
of the Congress for my return to Quebeck, if not taken, 
and to assure them, that if the fortune of war throws 
any of their sick or wounded men under my care, they 
shall be treated with the greatest care and tenderness. 
Quebeck is not destitute of Surgeons. Mr. Mabane, my 
own mate, and some other Surgeons are there ; therefore 
it is not for that reason I apply for leave to return ; but 
I wish to see a practice observed between England and 
America for mutual benefit, which, as I said before, is al- 
ways observed between civilized nations, and was, to my 
own knowledge, last war in Germany. I am certain, if any 
Continental Surgeon was taken prisoner, he would be im- 
mediately released. If Congress permits me to return, I 
solemnly declare I have not, nor will have, any view by 
this request of carrying any intelligence, he. 
I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

Rich. Huddleston, lih Rcg't Foot. 



NEW-JERSEY COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF 
CONGRESS. 
. [Road January 24, 1770.] 

Trc.lon, January 23, 177G. 

Sir: Agreeable to orders received from the Congress, 
we waited on the officers, prisoners in this place, for their 
bills, to repay the money advanced for Mrs. Stelle's ac- 
count, to which they returned the enclosed paper, and beg 
the Congress to reconsider the matter ; because, if they are 
to repay the bill, they would wish to examine it, and their 
discharging it would preclude the necessity of condemning 
it as luxurious and extravagant. Captain Algee says, that 
his wife and family, and all that he has, is in Quebeck. 
The communication being stopped, disables him from re- 
ceiving cash from thence, and should it be taken by storm 
and plundered, as apprehended, he will not have a shilling 
left to support himself and family. His age, and unexcep- 
tionable behaviour, plead strongly for the generous consi- 
deration of Congress. Major Rigauville, it is apprehended, 
is in similar circumstances. Lieutenant Hamer agrees to 
draw for his proportion of Mrs. Stelle's account. 

Since our last, Colonel Wynkoop has brought to this 
town General Prescott, who absolutely refuses to give his 
parole ; we have, therefore, confined him to his room, and 
Colonel Maxwell very cheerfully furnishes a guard till fur- 
ther directions from Congress, which we hope will be des- 
patched with all convenient speed. The other gentlemen 
of his suite very readily complied with the requisition. 

The Committee having information that Dr. William 
Bryant, of this place, a Surgeon on half-pay, was likely to 
join the Army, agreeable to orders, at Boston, thought it 
their duty to take his parole, which is also enclosed ; his 
limits are extended because he practises sometimes about 
Princeton, and has business to transact in Philadelphia. 

We are, sir, with great respect, your very humble ser- 

*' Samuel Tucker, Chairman, 

Isaac Smith, 
Abraham Hunt. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. Your favour of yesterday we this moment re- 
ceived, to which we shall pay due attention, and carry the 
directions into execution. 

Samuel Tucker, Chairman. 

I do give my parole of honour to the Continental Con- 
gress, that I will not go farther than twelve miles from my 
present place of residence, except to Philadelphia, with- 
out leave of the Congress. 

Witness my hand, this 22d day oUanuary, 1776. 

William Bryant. 
Taken by order of the Committee of Trenton. 

Samuel Tucker, Chairman. 



TRENTON COMMITTEE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Referred to Mr. Lynch.] 

Trenton, January 24, 1776. 

Enclosed is a copy of General Schuyler's orders to Cap- 
tain Hujbert, delivered to our Committee by the officers 



confined in this town, with their observations, which I 
have neglected to send as was intended in a former letter, 
which happened by forgetfulness. 

I have the honour to be, your most obedient, humble 

r n ' Samuel Tucker. 

To the Honourable John Hancock. Esq. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO CAPTAIN HULBERT. 

Ticondcroga, November 1, 1775. 

Sir : Enclosed is a list of the officers and men that were 
made prisoners at Chambly. You will be particularly atten- 
tive that no person, who may have forgotten the rights of 
mankind, and the principles of Englishmen, offer the least 
insult to any of the gentlemen, their soldiers, their wives, 
or children. 

Your good sense, and your own feelings, will point out 
to you, that officers are to be treated with the utmost at- 
tention and politeness. It is sufficient barely to mention 
this to a gentleman of your character ; they are in all places 
to be entertained at the publick expense, for which you will 
pay ; and I therefore enclose you a warrant on the Pay- 
master-General ; you will keep accounts of your disburse- 
ments and transmit them to me as early as possible. The 
non-commissioned officers and privates, prisoners as well as 
your men, will be supplied with provisions at Albany, to 
carry them to Connecticut, for which you will apply to the 
Commissary-General, who I have ordered to provide sloops 
to carry them down to Mr. Hoffman's wharf, from whence 
the travel to Co?mecticut will be short and commodious ; 
you will send both the subalterns, with the privates, and 
all your party, except ten. At Canaan, you will meet with 
Governour Trumbull's directions for their future route. You, 
will give fifty pounds to the eldest subaltern, for such ex- 
penses as may necessarily incur, (which cannot be many,) 
as 1 have ordered the Commissary-General to provide the 
sloops and carriages, who will pay for them ; you will give 
a copy of these orders to the eldest subaltern ; you will also 
furnish the Commissary-General with a copy of this, who 
will find lodgings for the officers, and Monsieur Rigauville. 
I have wrote to him respecting their entertainment at Al- 
bany, of which he will take care, and all expenses incurred 
there he will discharge; the non-commissioned officers and 
privates are to be in the barracks during their stay at Al- 
bany. 

The Commissary-General will procure a sloop, and every 
thing necessary for the passage, on board of which you and 
that part of your party that is to accompany you, are to 
embark, as also the Honourable Major Stopford, Mr. Ha- 
rison, Mr. Shuttleworlh, Mr. Hamer, Mr. Huddleston, and 
Monsieur Rigauville. You will then proceed by water, 
to Haverslraw Landing, where you will disembark, and pro- 
cure carriages to carry you to Newark, where it is possi- 
ble you may fall in with the stage coach, to carry yon and 
the officers to Trenton, their servants' baggage and your 
party following them in wagons; on your arrival at Tren- 
ton you are to provide good lodgings, and see that the gen- 
tlemen are properly entertained ; and then you are to pro- 
ceed to Philadelphia, and report to Congress what you 
have done in obedience to these orders, and take theirs for 
your future conduct. 

Captain Godwin and Mr. M'Cnllock have requested to 
remain here until the fate of St. John's is determined, which 
I have consented to, as the former gentleman has his lady 
and family in Canada, and the latter, a widower, has two 
small children there. 

The Honourable Major Stopford having requested, that 
if he should determine at Albany, to take the band ofmu- 
sick with him, as also his sutler, that he might be permit- 
ted, and to which I readily consented, you will accordingly 
comply with the requisition, should he make it. 

Mr. Algee has my leave to go to New-York on his pa- 
role of honour, and to remain there fourteen days, then to 
repair to Trenton. 

Mr. Barrington being indisposed remains at Saratoga. 

I am, sir, your humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To Captain Hidbert. 

In consequence of the Resolves of Congress, of January 
12, 1776, the Officers of the Garrison of Chambly, now pri- 
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soners at Trenton, beg leave to send in General Schuyler's 
orders, and Captain Hulbert's proceedings in consequence 
of them. 

The officers were placed by Capiain Hulbert at a tavern ; 
that he afterwards went to 'Philadelphia, and reported to 
Congress what he had done ; on his return to Trenton, he 
told the women of the house, and likewise some gentlemen 
of the Committee of Safety, that we were to live at the 
Continent's expense, agreeable to the orders he received 
from General Schuyler, till she, or they, heard from Con- 
gress to the contrary, and that they were so busy at that 
time that nothing could be settled, but would be soon. 

The officers imagine, that the bill already delivered in 
by Mrs. Stelk, and their lodgings, that the gentlemen of the 
Congress do not mean the officers should pay, as they were 
placed there by Captain Hulbert, by General Schuyler's 
instruction, and confirmed by him, on his return from Phi- 
ladelphia, to several gentlemen of the Committee of Safety. 

Return of Clothing, Necessaries, &fC.,that was lost, be- 
longing to the Prisoners of His Majesty's Seventh Re- 
giment of Royal Fusileers, at Trenton. 



MEN'S NAMES 



Sergeant-Major Wood. 

Sergeant N. Taylor, 

John Miller, 

Olive Whittle 

William Blakeny, 

Han. Shatford, 

Thomas Shiers. 

James Wood, 

James White 

William Hedrick, 

John Frazer 

Nathaniel Wood, 

Edward Nankivel,... 

John Smith, Sr 

Thomas Houghton,. 

Stephen Cochin, 

John Smith, Jun 
Joseph Edwards, 
William Serjanl, 

Total 




N. B. The above necessaries were valued by the Ser- 
geants. There is, likewise, a whole year's clothing lost. 

J. Stopford, Major. 

ROBERT OGDEN TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

January 23, 1776. 
Gentlemen : Yours of yesterday, directed to the Earl 
of Stirling, came express five o'clock ; and as my Lord 
was set off in the morning, with a party of men, as sup- 
posed, in order to lake the vessel, and went by the way of 
Perth-Amboy, the Committee immediately met, and con- 
cluded to send three boats, with a hundred men, well arm- 
ed, to assist in taking said vessel. This resolution, with 
the letter from your Committee, we sent express at seven 
o'clock, to my Lord, and the one hundred men, well 
equipped, set off in the boats about twelve o'clock, and 
hope, on their return, will be able to give a good account 
of the vessel. 

We are, gentlemen, your very humble servants. 
By order of the Committee : 

Robert Ogden, Chairman. 

To Pierre Van Corthndt, Esq., Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Safety. 

JOHN IMLAY TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

New-Brunswick, New Jersey, January 23, 177G. 

Sir: Your favour of the 21st, 1 received last night, 
and for answer, 1 am sorry to inform you, I cannot, with 
any propriety, leave home at this time ; my wife being 
very unwell, and has been so for several days. Neither 
do I see any prospect of my attending the Committee of 
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Safety as soon as I could wish. I have, for several years 
past, been afflicted with a scorbutick complaint on my 
hands and legs, which is very troublesome to me in cold 
weather, and has been so bad for these two weeks past, 
that I have been unable to put on my clothes without help. 
Neither can 1 travel in cold weather without, in some de- 
gree, endangering my life. I am really sorry I cannot at- 
tend for the discharge of my duty. As soon as the health 
of my family and self will permit my leaving home, 1 shall 
give my attendance in Committee. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your humble servant, 

John Imlay. 



JOHN GRAHAM TO COLONEL M e D0TJGALL. 

Guard-Room, January 23, 1776^ 
Sir: I flatter myself you will pardon this intrusion, but 
hope my present unhappy situation will be a sufficient 
apology. 

I was, unfortunately, cast away on the 23d of December 
last, on Squan-Beach, in the sloop Polly and Nancy, 
which vessel was laden by his Excellency Governour Try- 
on, for Boston, with sundry articles as a present to Gen- 
eral Howe, and immediately was taken prisoner, by order 
of the Committee of Freehold, in Monmouth County. As 
I only went passenger, by permission of his Excellency, 
in order to get my son home to New- York, think it is 
cruel ; my state of health, at present, is such, that if I have 
not my enlargement soon, I must inevitably perish. 

I now presume to beg you will be kind enough to pro- 
cure me at least a hearing; your compliance will be grate- 
fully acknowledged by, sir, your very humble servant, 

John Graham, 
To Colonel McDougall. 



JOHN BLACKLER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Guard-House, January 23, 1776. 

Gentlemen : My long confinement obliges me to beg 
you will let me know my doom. If I have done any thing 
deserving of punishment, let me suffer. I have now been 
deprived of liberty forty-three days. I was ingenuous in 
my confession, which is strictly true. Every gentleman 
must think it hard to be deprived of the benefit of enjoy- 
ing a sufficient competency for the remainder of his days. 
This is truly my situation, was 1 but in England. As to 
my character here, I hope it is beyond the reach of malice 
to traduce. Necessity has obliged me to take the method 
I did, without a thought of depriving any individual of the 
city, of a farthing. I never received a remittance from 
home, but first I discharged my debts, which, I believe, my 
very enemies will say. My behaviour, since under con- 
finement, can be attested for by the whole barracks. 

As most of the gentlemen on the Committee, when I 
was first brought down, knew me at the time I lived with 
Mr. John Amuf, and his own recommendation found in 
my pocket-book, will, I hope, be a sufficient proof of my 
behaviour since my residence here. 

I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

John Blackler. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Albany, January 23, 1776. 

Sir : On the evening of the 21st I returned from Try on 
County. The following is a narrative of that little excur- 
sion : 

As I had no troops here, to carry into execution the re- 
solutions of Congress, I was under the necessity of com- 
municating to the sub-Committee of this County, which I 
did, having previously administered an oath of secrecy. 
Whilst the Committee were devising the means to collect 
a body of men for this service, and much puzzled what 
reasons to give for doing it, the letter and affidavit from 
Tryon County (copies of which I had the honour to trans- 
mit you by my last express) came to hand, and the ac- 
counts contained in them were made the ostensible reasons 
for raising the Militia. 

Although I thought two or three hundred men, with the 
Tryon County Whigs, sufficient to complete my business, 
yet I readily consented that seven hundred should be called 
upon, at once, to discourage the Tories in other parts of 
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the country, and to give confidence to the Whigs, in all 
parts ; but, such was the zeal and alacrity of the people, 
that, although the weather was cold in the extreme, it was 
impossible to prevent their coming up, which they did in 
such numbers, that, by the time I reached Caughnawaga, 
1 had very near, if not quite, three thousand men, including 
nine hundred of the Tnjon County Militia. 

On Tuesday, the 16th, 1 marched to Schenectady, and, 
on the evening of that day, a deputation from the Mohawk 
Indians met us, and delivered me the following speech, in 
a very haughty tone : 

" We intended to have gone down to Albany, in order 
to speak to you, but, thank God, that He has given us an 
opportunity to meet you here, as we have some matters to 
communicate to you." 

To which I gave the following Answer: 

" I am very glad to see you here, and I shall be glad to 
hear what the brothers have to say, as my ears are always 
open to them." 

Whereupon, Abraham proceeded as follows : 

" Brothers : You lately sent to our place four men, who 
_arrived to us" last Sunday morning. They told us they 
were sent up to us by you, to inform us of those military 
preparations which were making down in this quarter. By 
them, you let us know that you thought it not prudent to 
send armed men amongst us, without previously notifying 
us. Likewise, brothers, your messengers informed us of 
the reasons of your coming in this manner. 

" You informed us, that you had heard that there were 
a number of men embodied at Sir John's, about Johnstown. 
You told us, likewise, that as soon as they had completed 
their body, they intended to destroy the settlements, up 
and down the river. You informed us, that you were 
coming up to inquire into the truth of the report, and who 
it was that gave out commissions, and what were their 
designs. 

"At the same time, you assured us that no harm was in- 
tended against us, the Six Nations, as we had, last Summer, 
publickly engaged that we would take no part against you 
in your dispute with the great King over the great water. 

" Brothers, you told us that you would come to search 
into the truth of the report, and you assured us, also, that 
you would not be the first aggressor, and that it should be 
their own fault if any blood was spilt. 

" You .told us that you would acquaint the Lower Cas- 
tle first, of the design ; that they should send up to the 
Upper Castle ; and they to the Oneida; and they to the 
Onondaga; and, so, through the whole Six Nations, 

" Brothers, we thanked your messengers for the speech 
delivered to us, and we would consider of it for some time, 
to return them an answer. Accordingly, brothers, a small 
number of us, who take care of the news, met in council on 
this occasion. 

" We thanked your messengers for informing us first, of 
your designs. We said, we know the agreement which 
was entered into with the whole Twelve United Colonies. 
At that meeting, you remember, it was agreed to remove 
all obstacles out of the way of the path of peace, to keep it 
open, that we might pass and repass, without being an- 
noyed. 

" Brothers, you told us that you came to inquire into the 
truth of the report, which might be done by four, or six, 
without any danger in making the inquiry. 

" We proposed your sending up six persons, to inquire 
into the truth of this matter, as it would be a shame to in- 
terrupt them, as no person would be so mean to give them 
any obstruction. 

" As for sending your belt forward, we thought to retain 
it until we had heard whether our proposal had been accept- 
ed or no. And we desire that you would consider this 
matter, and keep your troops at home, and let us know 
your mind ; and if, after considering of our proposals, you 
do not agree to them, that you will then let us know what 
you intend to do. 

"They, likewise, sent word to you, that when they had 
heard from you whether you accepted of our proposals, 
that we would then do as you desire, in sending up the 



news. 



" Brothers, we expected an answer to our proposals, but 
none arrived, until we were informed, by a woman, who 



returned from Albany, that those preparations were actual- 
ly making, and that troops were actually marching in the 
country. We then, brothers, took the matter into consi- 
deration, and determined it was best for a party to meet 
you, and you see us this day, brothers, arrived. 

" We come, brothers, to beg of you, that you take good 
care and prudence of what you are going about. We beg 
of you, brothers, to remember the engagement which was 
made with the Twelve United Colonies, at our interview 
last Summer, as we then engaged to open the paih of 
peace, and to keep it undefiled from blood; at the same 
time, something of a different nature made its appearance. 
You assured us, brothers, that if any were found in our 
neighbourhood inimical to us, that you would consider 
them as enemies. The Six Nations then supposed that 
the son of Sir William was pointed at, by that expression. 
We then desired, particularly, that he might not be injured, 
as it was not in his power to injure the cause, and that, 
therefore, he might not be molested. The Six Nations 
then said they would not concern themselves with your 
operation, in other parts, but particularly desired that this 
path might be free from blood. 

"And now, brothers, we repeat it again, we beg of you 
to take good care, and not to spill any blood in this path ; 
and the more especially, brothers, as it is as but of this 
day that the Six Nations had so agreeable an interview 
with the Colonies ; and our Chiefs are now hunting in the 
woods, and not dreaming that there is any prospect that 
this path is, or will be, defiled with blood. 

" We informed you, brothers, that we had heard, of a 
woman, that you was advancing, and that you had cannon; 
we then took it into consideration ; we thought it strange, 
that cannon should be brought into the country, as the 
Twelve United Colonies had so lately opened the path of 
peace ; as, you will remember that this path was opened last 
Spring, and the Six Nations agreed to keep it open. We 
then thought, what could influence the Twelve United 
Colonies to open this path ? And, from the present ap- 
pearance, it is as if with a design that the cannon should 
pass free from all obstruction. 

" Brothers, attend ! It was your request, and a matter 
agreed upon by the Twelve United Colonies, that we 
should mind nothing but peace ; therefore, brothers, as we 
mean to observe that agreement, we .have expressed our- 
selves as above, and, as brothers, we mind nothing but 
peace ; we look upon ourselves as mediators between the 
two parties. 

" Therefore, brothers, as your messengers declared that 
you would not be the aggressors, we informed Sir John of 
this, and earnestly begged of him not to be the aggressor, 
or the means of shedding blood, and, at the same time, as- 
sured him, that if we found he should be the aggressor, we 
would not pay any further attention to him ; and, likewise, 
told them, that if our brothers of the United Colonies were 
the aggressors, we should treat them in the same manner. 

"This is what we told Sir John, as we look upon ourselves 
to be mediators between both parties, and, as we have said 
before, desired him not to be the aggressor. To which Sir 
John replied, that we knew his disposition very well, and 
that he had no mind to be the aggressor. He assured qs 
that he would not be the aggressor, but, if the people came 
up to take away his life, he would do as well as he could, 
as the law of Nature justified every person to stand in his 
own defence. 

"According to the news we have heard, il is as though 
Sir John would shut up the path of peace in that quarter; 
but that is impossible he should do it, as he has but a mere 
handful of friends. But, brothers, if this company, who are 
now passing by, should go up, and any thing bad should 
happen, we shall look on you as shutting up the path. 

" It has been represented to you, brothers, that it seems 
that Sir John is making military preparations, and that he 
is making a fort round his house ; but, brothers, as we live 
so near him, we should certainly know it, if any thing of 
that nature should be dons, especially, as we go there so 
frequently, on account of our father, the Minister, who, 
sometimes, performs divine service at that place. We have 
never seen any hostile preparations made there ; there is 
no cannon, nor any thing of that kind, and that all things 
remained in the same situation it was in the lifetime of Sir 
William. 
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" Brothers, we would not conceal any tiling from you ; 
it would not be right to use deceit, neither do we mean to • 
do it ; the minds of our counsellors are very much grieved, 
and aggrieved, at that part of the disposition of those whom 
we may call our warriors, as there are some among us of 
different minds, as there are among you. 

Brothers, our counsellors remembering the covenant 
we, last Summer, made with our brethren, the Twelve Co- 
lonies, have, all along, strongly urged our warriors to peace, 
and have checked them when a contrary disposition ap- 
peared. Our minds are very much grieved to find any of 
our warriors of a different sentiment. We have, hitherto, 
been able to restrain them, and hope still to be able to do 
it, for matters are not now carried to extremity; but, if 
they are, our warriors will not be restrained, because they 
will think themselves deceived if this military force comes 
into the country. 

" We have declared to you, brothers, that we would 
not deceive, and that we mean to declare our minds to 
you openly and freely. We, the Sachems, have all along 
inculcated to the warriors sentiments of peace, and they 
have hitherto been obedient to us, though there have been 
Frequent rumours that they should be disturbed, yet we 
have, hitherto, been able to calm their minds. But now, 
brothers, so large a party coming alarms the minds of our 
warriors. 

" They are determined, brothers, to go and be present at 
your interview with St. John, and determined to see and 
hear every thing that should be there transacted ; and if 
it shall then appear, that this parly shall push matters to 
extremes, we then cannot be accountable for any thing that 
may happen. But, as for us, brothers, the counsellors are 
fully determined ever to persevere in the path of peace. 

" Brothers, attend ! Though I have finished what I had 
purposed so say, yet I will add one thing more. When 
the news of your approach arrived at our town, it caused 
great confusion ; some were ready to take to their arms, ob- 
serving, that those reports respecting the unfriendly disposi- 
tion of the Colonies were now verified. I begged of them, 
brothers, to possess their minds in peace for a few days. I 
told them, that I, myself, would go to Ahany and inquire 
into the truth of the matter. I was so conscious of my own 
innocency, that no hostile appearance could deter me how- 
ever formidable. I therefore desired them to sit still, until 
my return home, which might be in two days if I went to 
Albany. This, brothers, is the present situation of our 
people ; they are waiting to see what news I bring. 

" Brothers, when I made this request to the warriors, that 
they should sit still till my return, they told me that they 
would, which they are now in expectation of, and will do 
nothing until I get back. But, brothers, after my return, 
I will repeat to them the speech you will now make to me, 
and if any of our people should still persist to be present 
at your interview with Sir John, we hope, brethren, you 
will not think hard of us as counsellors, as it is not in our 
power to rule them as we please. If they should go, and if 
any thing evil should happen, we beg to know, brothers, what 
treatment we may expect who remain at home in peace. 

"Brothers, this is all we have to say ; this is the busi- 
ness which has brought us down, and we now expect an 
answer, to carry home to our people." 

To which I delivered the following Answer, which it was 
easy to be perceived, had the desired effect : 

" Brothers of the Mohawk Nation : We the Commis- 
sioners, appointed by the Congress, and by your brothers 
of Albany and Schenectady, have paid great attention to 
the speech you have delivered to us; we now desire you 
to open your ears, and attentively listen to what we have 
to say in answer. 

" Brothers, it pleased us to hear you declare, that you 
would speak your minds freely; we assure you that we shall 
do the same, and hide nothing from you of what is in our 
thoughts. 

" Broth; rs, we were in hopes that the message which 
we sent you by Mr. BleecJcer would have eased your minds, 
and have convinced you, that we had no hostile intentions 
against you or any other Indians, for if we had, we would 
not have sent you that message, neither would we have 
supplied you with powder, as we did last Summer, and 
again the other day. 



" Brothers, we are extremely sorry that you have not 
complied with our request, to send the speech which we 
sent you by Mr. Bleecker to the Six Nations, in the man- 
ner which we required. 

" Brothers, you told us that five or six men would have 
been sufficient to have gone to Johnstown, and to have in- 
quired what was transacting there, and that these people 
would have been in no danger, as it would have been a shame 
to have interrupted them. We acknowledge, brothers, that 
it would have been a shame if we had sent them, and they 
had beeu interrupted ; but we have full proofs that many 
people in Johnstown, and the neighbourhood thereof, have, 
for a considerable time past, made preparations to carry 
into execution the wicked designs of the King's evil coun- 
sellors. 

" Brothers, it is very true, that last Summer the United 
Colonies promised that the path to the Indian country 
should be kept open. They again repeat that promise; 
and although it is by the special order of the Congress, 
that this body of troops are now marching up, yet it is not to 
shut the path, but to keep it open, and to prevent the peo- 
ple in and about Johnstown from cutting off the commu- 
nication between us and our brethren of the Six Nations, 
and our other brethren living upon (he river. 

" Brothers, although we have before observed, that the 
people living in and about Johnstown are making hostile 
preparations against us, yet we will not shed a drop of their 
blood, unless they refuse to come to an agreement, by which 
we may be safe, or unless they oppose us with arms. We 
do not mean that any of our warriors should set their foot 
on any of the lauds you possess, or that of the Six Nations, 
unless our enemies should take shelter there, for those we 
are resolved to follow wherever they go. We again lepeat, 
that we have no quarrel with you, and we do expect that 
you will not interfere in this family contest, but stand by 
as indifferent spectators, agreeable to the engagement of 
the Six Nations made to us last Summer at their own re- 
quest. 

" Brothers, we assured you last Summer, that, as we had 
no quarrel with any Indians, we would not touch a hair of 
their heads ; yet when our warriors were at St. John's they 
were attacked by Indians; two of your tribe, and some 
others, were killed. You have never blamed us for it, be- 
cause you well know that as our lives are dear to us, we had 
a right to kill any man who attempts to kill us ; you ought, 
therefore, not to be surprised, if we take every precaution 
to prevent being destroyed by the friends of the King's 
evil counsellors. 

" Brothers, in a little time we may be called upon to go 
and fight against our enemies to the Eastward, who are 
employed by the King's evil counsellors, and can you think 
it prudent that we should leave a set of people who are our 
enemies, in any part of the country, in such a situation as 
to be able to destroy our wives and children, and burn our 
houses in our absence ? Would you leave your wives and 
children in such a situation? The wisdom by which you 
have conducted your affairs, convinces us that you would 
not ; and yet so cautious are we that no blood may be shed, 
that we shall send a letter to Sir John, inviting him to meet 
us on the road, between this place and his house, which if 
he does, we make no doubt but every thing will be settled 
in an amicable manner. And, that he may be under no 
apprehensions, we do now assure you, that if vve do not 
come to an agreement, he will be permitted safely to re- 
turn to fits own house. 

" Brothers, we thank you that you have concealed no- 
thing from us; and we assure you that we scorn deceit as 
much as you do, and, therefore, we shall now speak our 
minds freely on what you have said respecting the conduct 
which your warriors mean to hold. We have no objection, 
nay, we wish that you and they should be present to hear 
what we shall propose to Sir John, and the people in and 
about Johnstown, who are our enemies. But We beg of 
you to tell your warriors, that although we have no quar- 
rel with them, yet, if we should be under the disagreeable 
necessity of fighting with our enemies, and your warriors 
should join them and fight against us, that we will do as we 
did at St. John's, and repel force by force. 

" Brothers, you have asked us if your warriors should go, 
and if any thing evil should happen, what treatment you 
may expect who remain at home in peace. 
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" Brothers, in the treaty held at Albany last Summer, 
you and your warriors were present, and you and they 
jointly promised to remain neuter, and not to interfere in 
this quarrel ; should your warriors, therefore, now take up 
arms against us, we must consider it as a breach of the 
treaty, so far as it respects the Lower Mohawk Castle, of 
which breach we shall complain to our brethren of the other 
Nations ; and, at the same time lay the matter before our 
Great Council, at Philadelphia, whose determination there- 
upon will be our future guide. 

" Brothers, we are surprised that the least doubt should 
remain on your minds with respect to our friendly inten- 
tions towards you, after the many instances we have given 
you of our love and friendship. But we must impute it to 
the wicked insinuations of our mutual enemies ; who wish 
for nothing so much as to see the ancient covenant which 
has so long subsisted between us broke. 

" Brothers, you have observed that you would pay no 
regard to that party that should be the first aggressor. We 
cannot be the aggressors, for if our enemies in and about 
Johnstown had had no evil intentions against us, we should 
never have come thus far with an army. Whoever takes 
up arms against another, although he has not yet struck, 
must be considered as the aggressor, and not he who tries 
to prevent the blow. 

" Brothers, we have now freely and fully disclosed to 
you our minds. We hope you will remember what we 
have said, and repeat it to your brother counsellors and 
warriors ; and lest you should not be able to recollect every 
pari of this speech, you may have your brothers Karagh- 
quadirhon and Tezederonderon* to attend you if it be 
agreeable to you. 

" Brothers, your women have sent us a belt. We beg 
you to assure them of our regard, and to entreat them to 
prevent your warriors from doing any thing that would 
have the least tendency lo incur our resentment, or inter- 
rupt that harmony which we wish may subsist to the end 
of time." 

To this they made the following short Reply : 

" Brother Schuyler, the Great Man, attend! 

" We have this evening heard what you have to say, and 
we are glad of it, and thank you for it. 

" Every thing that has been said to us, brother, has been 
perfectly agreeable to us. 

"I shall not attempt, brother, to make a particular reply 
to every thing that has been said to us ; indeed it would 
not be proper at this time. 

" We are very glad, brother, that you have determined 
to write to Sir John, requesting an interview with him, in 
hopes of an amicable agreement. 

" Brother, you mention, that it would be agreeable lo 
you that the warriors and counsellors, or Sachems, should 
attend. 

"Brother, we, the Sachems, will attend, even though we 
should do it at the risk of our lives. 

" Brother, we should be glad if you would inform us of 
the time and place of your interview with Sir John. You 
likewise told us, that if it was agreeable to us that your 
interpreters should attend, to recapitulate the speech you 
have made, which, likewise, is agreeable to us ; and we 
desire that they may go with us, for by that means all mis- 
takes may be prevented. 

" Brother, you may depend on it that we will use our 
utmost influence with our warriors, to cairn their minds. 

" You may depend on it likewise, that our sisters will 
use their utmost influence for the same purpose." 

I then assured them again, that as we had no hostile 
intentions, they might rest assured that nothing disagree- 
able would happen to them, and that, if they attended at 
Johnstown as friends, they would receive the protection due 
to them as mediators, after which they returned. 

Early on Wednesday, the 17th, I marched, having pre- 
viously sent a letter to Sir Jo hn Johnson, of which the 

following is a copy : 

"Schenectady, January 16, 1776. 

"Sir: Information having been received that designs 
of the most dangerous tendency to the rights, liberties, 
properties, and even lives of those of His Majesty's faith- 
ful subjects in America, who are opposed to the unconsti- 

* Deant and Bleeder, interpreters. 



tutional measures of his Ministry, have been formed in part 
of the County of Tryon, 1 am, therefore, ordered to march 
a body of men into that County, to carry into execution 
certain resolutions of my superiors, and to contravene these 
dangerous designs. 

" Influenced, sir, by motives of humanity, I wish to 
comply with my orders, in a manner the most peaceable, 
that no blood may be shed ; I, therefore, request that you 
will please to meet me to-morrow at any place on my way 
to Johnstown, to which I propose then io march. For 
which purpose I do hereby give you my word and honour, 
that you, and such persons as you may choose should attend 
you, shall pass safe and unmolested to the place where you 
may meet me, and from thence back to the place of your 
abode. 

" Rutgers Bleecker and Henry Glen, Esquires, are the 
bearers hereof, gentlemen who are entitled to your best 
attention, which I dare say they will experience, and by 
whom I expect you will favour me with an answer to this 
letter. 

" You will please to assure Lady Johnson, that what- 
ever may be the result of what is now in agitation, she 
may rest perfectly satisfied that no indignity will be offered 
her. 

" I am, sir, your humble servant, 

" Philip Schuyler. 
" To Sir John Johnson, Baronet." 

He accordingly met me about sixteen miles beyond 
Schenectady, accompanied by some of the leading Scotch- 
men, and two or three others, when I delivered him the 
following terms: 

" Terms offered by the Honourable Philip Schuyler, 
Esq., Major-General in the Army of the Thirteen 
United Colonies, and commanding in the New- York 
Department, to Sir John Johnson, Baronet, and all 
such other persons in the County of Tryon, as have, 
evinced their intentions of supporting His Majesty's 
Ministry io carry into execution the unconstitutional 
measures of ivhich the Americans so justly complain, 
and to prevent which they have been drawn to the 
dreadful necessity of having recourse to arms. 
" First. That Sir John Johnson shall, upon his word 
and honour, immediately deliver up all cannon, arms, and 
other military stores, of what kind soever, which may be 
in his own possession, or which he has caused lo be deli- 
vered into the possession of any persons whatsoever, either 
directly or indirectly, or that, to his knowledge, may be 
concealed in any part of the said County; that he shall 
distinguish all such military stores, of what kind soever, as 
belong to the Crown, or were furnished with the design of 
arming the Indians, or the inhabitants of Tryon County, 
from those which may be private property, in order that a 
proper inventory may be taken of the last articles, that the 
same may be restored, or the value of them refunded when 
this unhappy contest shall be over. 

" Secondly. General Schuyler, out of personal respect 
to Sir John, and from a regard to his rank, consents that 
Sir John shall retain, for his own use, a complete set of 
armour, and as much powder as may be sufficient for his 
domestick purposes. 

" Thirdly. That Sir John Johnson shall remain upon 
his parole of honour in any part of Tryon County, which 

he may choose to the eastward of the District of 

unless it should appear necessary to the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress to remove him to some other part of this, 
or any other Colony; in which case, he is immediately to 
comply with such orders as they may think proper to give 
for that purpose. 

"Fourthly. That the Scotch inhabitants of the said 
County shall, without any kind of exception, immediately 
deliver up all arms in their possession, of what kind soever 
they may be, and that they shall each solemnly promise, 
that they wjll not any lime hereafter, during the conti- 
nuance of this unhappy contest, take up arms without the 
permission of the Continental Congress, or of their general 
officers; and for the more faithful performance of this ar- 
ticle, the General insists that they shall immediately deliver 
up to him six hostages of his own nomination. 

" Fifthly. That such of the other inhabitants of Tryon 
County, as have avowed themselves averse to the mea- 
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sures of the United Colonies, shall, also, deliver up their 
arms, of what kind soever they may be, and enter into the 
like engagement as is stipulated in the preceding article, 
both with respect to their future conduct, and the number 
of hostages. 

" Sixthly. That all blankets, strouds, and other Indian 
articles, belonging to the Crown, and intended as presents 
to the Indians, shall be delivered up to a Commissary ap- 
pointed hy General Schuyler, in the presence of three or 
more of the Mohawk Chiefs, in order that the same may 
be dispersed amongst the Indians, for the purpose of ce- 
menting the ancient friendship between them and their 
brethren of the United Colonies, for which sole purpose 
they ought to have been furnished. 

" Seventhly. If Sir John Johnson, and the people re- 
ferred to in the aforegoing articles, shall justly abide by, 
and perform what is thereby required of them, the Ge- 
neral, in behalf of the Continental Congress, doth promise 
and engage, that neither Sir John Johnson, nor any of those 
people, shall be molested by any of the other inhabitants of 
the said County, or by any of the inhabitants of the Thir- 
teen United Colonies; but that, on the contrary, they will 
be protected in the quiet and peaceable enjoyment of their 
property, the sole intent of this treaty being to prevent 
the horrid effects of a civil and intestine war betwixt those 
who ought to be brethren. That all the arms, which shall 
be delivered up in consequence of the preceding articles, 
shall be valued by sworn appraisers. That if the Conti- 
nental Congress should have occasion for them they may 
be taken. If not, they will be delivered to the respec- 
tive proprietors when this unhappy contest shall be at an 
end." 

He assured me that the Indians would support him, and 
that some were already at Johnson- Hall, for that purpose, 
and others on their way down. 

In return, 1 told him that, although averse to shedding 
any blood, yet, if he resisted, that force would be opposed 
to force, without distinction, and that the consequences 
would be of the most serious nature, unless he complied 
with my requisitions. He begged time to answer, until 
next evening, to which I consented. 

About an hour after he had left me, Abraham and 
another of the Mohawks called upon me; I acquainted 
him of the information I had received from Sic John, which 
he denied to be true, giving me assurances that the Mo- 
hawks would not interfere otherwise than as mediators ; 1 
answered, that I hoped they would not, but that, if they 
did, I should surely not hesitate one moment to destroy all 
that should appear in arms against us. 

On Thursday the 18th, I approached to within four miles 
of Johnstown, and about six o'clock, received the following 
answer to my terms : 

" Terms proposed by Sir John Johnson, Baronet, and 
the people of Kingsborough and the adjacent neigh- 
bourhood, to the Honourable Philip Schuyler, Esq., 
Major-General in the Army of the Thirteen United 
Colonies, and commanding in the New- York Depart- 
ment. 

" First. That Sir John Johnson, and the rest of the 
gentlemen expect, that all such arms of every kind as are 
their own property, may remain in their possession ; all the 
other arms shall be delivered up to such person, or per- 
sons, as may be appointed for that purpose. As to military 
stores belonging to the Crown, Sir John has not any. 
" Secondly. Answered in the first. 
-" Thirdly. Sir John expects that he will not be confined 
to any certain County, but be at liberty to go where he 
pleases. 

" Fourthly. The Scotch inhabitants will deliver up their 
arms, of what kind soever they may be ; and they will 
each solemnly promise, that they will not at any time here- 
after, during the continuance of this unhappy contest, take 
up arms without the permission of the Continental Con- 
gress, or of their general officers. Hostages they are not 
in a capacity to give, no one man having command over 
another, or power sufficient to deliver such ; therefore, this 
part of the article to be passed from, or the whole included. 
Women and children to be required, a requisition so inhu- 
man, as we hope the General will dispense with. 
" Fifthly. Answered in the fourth. 



" Sixthly. Sir John has not any blankets, strouds, or 
other presents, intended for the Indians. 

" Seventhly. If the above proposals are agreed to, and 
signed by the General, Sir John and the people referred 
to will rely on the assurances of protection given by the 
General. « John Johnson, 

" Allan McDonell. 
"To the Hon. Philip Schuyler, Esq., Major-General. 

" Johnson-Hall, January 18, 1776." 

To which I returned the following Answer: 

" Cagnuage, January 18, eight o'clock F. M., 1776. 

" Gentlemen : Messrs. Adams and McDonell have de- 
livered me your answer to my proposals of yesterday's date- 
The least attention to the articles I offered, when com- 
pared with yours, must convince you that you omitted re- 
plies to several of them, consequently, what you have sent 
me is very imperfect, and, also, unsatisfactory. I waive 
pointing out some inconsistencies in your proposals, as the 
whole are exceptionable excepting the last. 

" I must, therefore, obey my orders, and again repeat, 
that, in the execution of them I shall strictly abide by the 
laws of humanity; at the same time assuring you, that, if 
the least resistance is made I will not answer for the con- 
sequences, which may he of a nature the most dreadful. .... 

,: If Lady Johnson is at Johnson-Hall, I wish she would 
retire, and, therefore, enclose a passport, as 1 shall march 
my troops to that place without delay. 

" You may, however, have time to reconsider the matter ; 
and, for that purpose, I give you until twelve o'clock this 
night, after which, 1 shall receive no proposals, and I have 
sent you Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. Glenn, and Mr. Duer, to 
receive the ultimate proposals you have to make. This 
condescension I make from no other motive than to pre- 
vent the effusion of blood, so far as it may be effected with- 
out risking the safety of the country, or being guilty of a 
breach of the positive orders 1 have received from the 
honourable Continental Congress. 

" I am, gentlemen, with due respect, your humble servant, 

"Philip Schuyler. . 

" To Sir John Johnson and Mr. Allan McDonell" ) 

Immediately after I had sent this away, the Sachems, 
and all the Warriors of the Lower Mohatvlc Town, and 
some from the Upper, called upon me, and informed me 
that Sir John Johnson had related to them the contents of 
the terms I had offered to him and his associates ; that Sir 
John declared he only meant to guard himself from any 
insult that might be offered by riotous people; that he had 
no unfriendly intentions against the country, and begged 
that I would accept of the terms he had offered. In reply, I 
explained my proposals, and Sir John's answer; pointed 
out the impropriety of closing with him on the conditions 
he wanted, and told them that I had given him until twelve 
o'clock to comply, after which, I should take such mea- 
sures as would force him, and whoever assisted him, to a 
compliance. They were contented with the reasons I 
gave, but begged, that if his answer was not satisfactory, 
that I would give him until four o'clock in the morning, 
that they might have time to go and shake his head, (as 
they expressed it,) and bring him to his senses; and they 
begged it as a favour, to be charged to them, that I would 
not 'remove him out of the County; they apologized for 
the threats of their warriors, said that they were not all 
present at the treaty of Albany, but that now they were 
all here, and declared that they would never take arms 
against us. 

I paid them a compliment on their peaceable intentions, 
and informed them, that, although Sir John's conduct was 
extremely obnoxious, and that we should be justified in 
making him a close prisoner, yet, I would grant their re- 
quest, lor two reasons ; first, to show our love and affection 
to them, and to convince them that they could obtain that 
by asking it as a favour, which they could not by threaten- 
ing; secondly, that by leaving him they might, by their 
adVice and example, teach him to alter his conduct. 

At twelve, the following answer from Sir John came to 
hand: 

"Answers to the Terms proposed by the Honourable Phi- 
lip Schuyler, Esq:, Major-General in the Amy of 
the Thirteen United Colonies, and commanding in 
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the New-Yoek Department, to Sir John Johnson, 
Baronet, the Inhabitants of Kingsborough, and the 
neighbourhood adjacent. 

"First and Second Articles agreed to, except a few fa- 
vourite family arms. 

"Third. Sit John Johnson having given his parole of 
honour not to take up arms against America, and conceiv- 
ing the design of this military operation to be with no other 
view than that of removing the jealousies of which his 
countrymen are unhappily and unjustly inspired with against 
him, can, by no means, think of submitting to this article 
in its full latitude, though, for the sake of preserving peace 
and removing any suspicions of undue influence, he con- 
sents not to go to the westward of the German-Hats and 
Kingsland Districts; to every other part of the Continent 
to the southward of this County, he expects the privilege 
of going. 

"Fourth. Agreed to, except to that part of the Article 
which respects the giving hostages. After the Scotch inhabi- 
tants have surrendered their arms, the General may take any 
six prisoners from amongst them, as he chooses, without re- 
sistance. They expect, however, that the prisoners taken 
will be maintained, agreeable to their respective rank, and 
thai they may have the privilege of going to any part of the 
Provinces of New-Jersey or Pennsylvania, which the Ge- 
neral, or the Continental Congress, may appoint. They 
likewise expect, from the General's humanity, that provi- 
sion will be made for the maintenance of the prisoners' 
wives and children, agreeable to their respective situations 
in jife. Yet, for the sake of promoting the harmony of the 
country, they will not break off this treaty merely on that 
account, provided the General thinks he cannot exert a dis- 
cretionary power in this matter, in which case ihey rely 
upon the General's influence with the Continental Con- 
gress, who, they cannot persuade themselves, will be inat- 
tentive to the voice of humanity ,'or to the feelings of parents 
who may be torn from their families. Those to whose lot 
it may fall to be taken prisoners, it is expected they will 
be allowed a few days to settle their business, and the gen- 
tlemen to wear their side arms. 

"Fifth. Neither Sir John Johnson, nor the Scotch gen- 
tlemen, can make any engagement for any other persons 
than those over whom they may have influence. Neither 
can they possibly know the names of all such persons who 
have shown themselves averse to the measures of the 
United Colonies. They give their word and honour, that 
so far as depends on them, the inhabitants shall give up 
their arms and enter into the like engagement with the 
Scotch inhabitants. The General has it more in his power 
to discover those who are obnoxious, and to make as many 
as he pleases prisoners ; neither shall they adopt the quar- 
rel of any such persons as their own. 

"Sixth. Sir John gives his word and honour that he has 
no blankets, strouds, or other presents, belonging to the 
Crown, intended for the Indians, and, therefore, this requi- 
sition cannot be complied with. 

"Seventh. If the above proposals are agreed to, and 

signed by the General, Sir John, and the people referred 

to, will rely on the assurances of protection given by the 

General, But as it will be impossible for the arms to be 

collected till Saturday next, at twelve o'clock, all the men 

referred to in the above articles, will be then paraded in 

Johnstown, and ground their arms in the presence of such 

troops as the General may appoint. 

" John Johnson, 

"Allan McDonell. 
" Johnson-Hall, January 18, 1776." 

Upon which I told the Indians that I believed the mat- 
ter would be settled in a peaceable manner. They then 
retired, with repeated expressions of their approbation of 
my conduct, and of esteem for Congress. 

I then sent the following to Sir John, viz: 

" Cagnuage, January 19, 1776. 

" General Schuyler's feelings as a gentleman induce him 
to consent that Sir John Johnson may retain the few fa- 
vourite family arms, he making a list of them. 

"The General will, also, consent that Sir John Johnson 
may go as far to the westward as the German-Flats and 
Kingsland Districts, in this County, and to every other part 
of this Colony to the southward and eastward of said Dis- 



tricts, provided he does not go into any seaport town ; the 
General, however, believes that if Sir John's private business 
should require his going to any of the other ancient Eng~ 
lish Colonies, that he will be permitted it, by applying 
to Congress for leave, 

" The General will take six of the Scotch inhabitants 
prisoners, since they prefer it to going hostages. It has 
been the invariable rule of Congress, and that of all its offi- 
cers, to treat prisoners with the greatest humanity, and to 
pay all due deference to rank. He cannot ascertain the 
places to which Congress may please to send them ; for 
the present they will go to Reading or Lancaster, iu 
Pennsylvania. Nor can he make any promises with re- 
spect to the maintenance of the women and children. Hi? 
humanily will certainly induce him to recommend to Con- 
gress an attention to what has been requested on that head, 

"General Schuyler expects that all the Scotch inhabi- 
tants, of whatever rank, that are not confined to their bed? 
by illness, shall attend with their arms, and deliver them 
on Saturday, at twelve o'clock, which, if not faithfully per- 
formed, he will consider himself as disengaged from any 
engagements entered into with them. 

" General Schuyler never refused a gentleman his side- 
arms. 

" The prisoners, that may be taken, must be removed to 
Albany immediately, where the General will permit then? 
to remain a reasonable time, to settle their family affairs. 

" If the terms General Schuyler has offered, on the 17th 
instant, are accepted, with the above qualifications, fair 
copies will be made out and signed by the parties, one of 
which will be delivered to Sir John and Mr. McDone.ll, 
signed by the General. To prevent a waste of time, the 
General wishes Sir John and Mr. McDonell immediately 
to send an answer. 

" He remains with due respect, Sir John's and Mr. Mc~ 

DonelVs humble servant, 

" Philip Scbtjylee. 

Which was agreed to, and, on Friday, the 19th, J 
marched to Johnstown, having first detached partiesto dif- 
ferent parts of the County to bring in the other Tories, not 
comprehended in the agreement with Sir John. Jn the 
afternoon, the arms and military stores in possession of Sir 
John were delivered up; a much smaller quantity than I 
expected. 

On Saturday, the 20th, at twelve o'clock, I drew my 
men in the street, and the High!a7iders, between two and 
three hundred, marched to the front, where they grounded 
their arms ; these secured, I dismissed them with an ex- 
hortation, pointing out the only conduct which could insure 
them protection. I then sent for two of the persons men- 
tioned in Conner's affidavit, the rest not being in the Coun- 
ty, and tried, by every means in my power, to make them 
confess what Conner charged them with ; they strenuously 
denied the charge, and when I produced Conner, they called 
him a perjured wretch, and declared their willingness to be 
hanged, if, upon further examination, I should have just 
grounds to conclude that his charge was supported. I then 
sent several field-officers and a party, with Conner, to the 
spot where the arms were supposed to be hid. He pointed 
out a small artificial oval island, in a duck pond, the great- 
est diameter of which was about twenty-eight feet, and the 
shorter about twenty, and raised about three feet above the 
surface of the water in its highest part, and sloping down 
to the pond. On its being observed that it was too small 
to hide so many arras, he said they were put up in four 
piles. The ground was then cleared of the snow and broke 
up ; it was immediately perceived that the ground had no: 
lately been broken up ; they, however, dug down until they 
got as low as the surface of the water, and then tried with 
sticks, swords, and other instruments, but found nothing. 
The gentlemen present unanimously reported that they 
were convinced that Conner was an impostor. As such I 
shall keep him confined, until I receive further directions 
from Congress. 

On Saturday evening I returned to Cagnuage. Some 
of the parties I had sent on the preceding day were re- 
turned with about fifty Tories ; sixty more were brought 
in on Sunday, the 21st. J left Colonel Herkimer, and the 
Committee of Tryon County, to receive the arms of the 
remainder, and to fix on six of the principal leaders, and 
send them to mc. I expect the whole disarmed, or to be 
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disarmed, will amount to above six hundred. Not being 
satisfied with the ammunition, Src., delivered me by Sir 
John, I wrote him the following Letter : 

" Cagnuagc, January 21, 1776. 

" Sir : Although it is a well-known fact that all the 
Scotch people that yesterday surrendered arms, had not 
broad-sword swhen they came to the country, yet many of 
them had, and most of them were possessed of dirks; and 
as none have been given up of either, I will charitably be- 
lieve that it was rather inattention than a wilful omission. 
Whether it was the former or the latter must be ascertain- 
ed by their immediate compliance or non-compliance with 
that part of the treaty which requires that all arms, of what 
kind soever, should be delivered up. 

" After having been informed by you, at our first inter- 
view, that the Scotch people meant to defend themselves, 
I was not a little surprised that no ammunition was deli- 
vered up, and that you had none to furnish them with. 
These observations were immediately made by others as 
well as me. I was too apprehensive of the consequences 
which might have been fatal to those people, to take no- 
tice of it on the spot. I shall, however, expect an eclair- 
cissement on this subject, and beg that you and Mr. 
McDonell will give it me as soon as may be. 

"I am, gentlemen, with due respect, your humble servant, 

" Philip Schuyler. 
" To Sir John Johnson, Baronet." 

And then marched back to this place. I have bad 
much anxiety, and an incredible deal of trouble to prevent 
so large a body of men, collected on a sudden, with little 
discipline, from running into excesses. I am, however, 
happy that nothing material has happened that can reflect 
disgrace on our cause. 

I forgot to observe, that previous to my leaving this 
place, I had sent a message to the Mohawks, advising them 
of my intended march into the County of Tryon, and as- 
suring them that no violence was intended them, copy of 
which, with copy of their answer, I enclose. 

Afler 1 had finished in Tryon County, I despatched Mr. 
Deane, the Interpreter, with a speech and belt to the Six 
Nations. 

Congress will perceive that my speeches are very crude 
and inaccurate ; but, although at best incompetent, yet, at 
this time, I have another excuse from the hurry and con- 
fusion which the command of such a multitude must ne- 
cessarily create. Indeed, I never had, during the whole 
time, less than thirty people about me, nor was it possible 
to retire to any place where the same inconveniency would 
not have attended. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient, humble ser- 

' Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., Sic, Sic, &tc. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO G0VERN0TTR TRUMBULL. 

Albany, January 23, 1776. 

Sir: Your favour by Bennett, of the 20th instant, he 
delivered me yesterday. Since General Wooster's let- 
ter of the 5th instant, I have not heard a word from Ca- 
nada, whence 1 conclude that our affairs are not in a worse 
condition than when the General wrote. Part of the 
troops which I directed Colonel Warner to raise, are al- 
ready so far advanced that I believe they will reach St. 
John's to-day or to-morrow. I believe the whole under 
Colonel Warner's command will amount to about seven 
hundred ; he thinks more. A regiment is also raising in 
the County of Berkshire, of about that number. Part of 
these, also, are already marched, and a regiment is on its 
way from Pennsylvania, and another from Neio- Jersey ; 
the two last in consequence of my former application for 
troops to be sent to Canada; and I learn, with pleasure, 
that you are raising another. 

I enclose your Honour a return of what arms and ac- 
coutrements were delivered into stpre by the troops raised 
in the Colony of Connecticut. I believe they are far short 
of your expectations, and they are very bad, as all those 
that had good arms refused to deliver them. They are 
chiefly at this place, undergoing repairs; so that, such of 
your men as may not be supplied, will be provided here, 
on their way up. I have taken every step, the confusion 



and hurry of business would allow me, to prepare for the 
march of these troops, and I believe they will not find the 
difficulties any thing like so great as are generally ima- 
gined. The Tories in Tryon County are disarmed, and 
disarming, to the number of between six and seven hun- 
dred. I have made six of the chiefs of the Highland clan 
of the McDonells prisoners, and six more are to be sent 
me of the ancient English, Dutch, and German inhabi- 
tants. 

I wish that the accounts of whatever money may be ad- 
vanced to the regiment, now raising with you, should be 
transmitted to the Paymaster-General, that the accounts 
may be regularly kept and the men paid off. 

I am, sir, most sincerely, your obedient, humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq. 



GENERAL LEE TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Stamford, January 23, 1776. 

Sir : Yesterday, on the road, I had the honour of 
receiving yours, and ought to make you a thousand apolo- 
gies for not having answered it immediately ; but the cir- 
cumstance of being on the road, together with the neces- 
sity of finishing some despatches to General Washington, 
and to the Continental Congress, rendered it almost im- 
possible. 

I should certainly, sir, have apprized you of my march, 
had I not concluded that you would have learnt it time 
enough from the Congress. The letter which I have from 
the General, directed to the Chairman of the Committee 
of Safety, I was ordered to deliver with my own hand. 

With respect, sir, to the alarms of the inhabitants, on 
the suspicion that my business was to commence active 
hostilities against the men-of-war in your harbour, 1 can 
assure you that they may be perfectly easy — such never 
was the intention of the General, and I hope you will be- 
lieve that 1 never entertained a thought of transgressing the 
letter of my instructions. The motive of the General for 
detaching me was solely to prevent the enemy from taking 
post in your city, or lodging themselves in Long-Island, 
which we have the greatest reason to think, sir, is their de- 
sign. Some subordinate purposes were likewise to be ex- 
ecuted, which are much more proper to be communicated 
by word of mouth than by writing ; but I give you my 
word that no active service is proposed, as you seem to 
apprehend. 

If the ships-of-war are quiet I shall be quiet, but I de- 
clare solemnly, that if they make a pretext of my presence 
to fire on the town, the first house set in flames by their 
guns shall be the funeral pile of some of their best friends; 
but I believe, sir, the inhabitants may rest in security on 
this subject. 

I am convinced, and every man who considers a moment 
must be convinced, that the destruction of the seaport towns 
would, if possible, be a severer stroke to the Ministry, and 
their instruments, than to the inhabitants themselves. The 
seaport towns are the only holds they have on America ; 
they are considered as the pledges of servitude ; the mena- 
cing destruction to them may be of admirable use to them, 
but the real destruction of them must extinguish all hopes 
of success. 

In compliance, sir, with your request, I shall only carry 
with me into town a force just strong enough to secure it 
against any designs of the enemy until it shall please the 
Continental Congress to take measures for its permanent 
security. The main body I shall leave on the western 
frontiers of Connecticut, according to your directions. 

I hope, sir, and persuade myself, that the Committee and 
inhabitants can have no objection to this plan. If Mr. 
Tryon and the captains of the ships-of-war are to prescribe 
what numbers are, and what numbers are not to enter the 
town, they are absolute dictators to all intents and purposes. 
The condition is too humiliating for freemen to put up 
with. 

You take pains to assure me, sir, that your Congress 
and Committee are not less zealous in the cause of Ame- 
rican liberty, than any representative body on the Conti- 
nent. I give you my word, sir, that this assurance was 
unnecessary. I am not one of those who have entertain- 
ed a bad opinion of the virtue of New- York, or made it 
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my business to asperse them ; on the contrary, I have con- 
demned loudly the illiberal, impoliticly, and unjust reflec- 
tions I have heard frequently thrown out. 1 should not 
have taken the liberty of troubling you with the opinion, 
good or bad, which an unimportant individual like myself 
may entertain of so respectable a body as your Commit- 
tee, or Congress, had not this particular paragraph of your 
letter thrown. the temptation in my way. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, and devoted servant, 

Chahles Lee. 

To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., Chairman of the 
■-■ Committee of Safety. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE. 

Cambridge, January 23, 1776. 

Sir: I received your favour of the 16th instant, and am 
exceedingly sorry to hear that Congress countermanded the 
embarkation of the two regiments intended against the To- 
ries On Long-Island. They, I doubt not, had their rea- 
sons ; but, to me, it appears that the period is arrived, when 
nothing less than the most decisive and vigorous measures 
should be pursued. Our enemies from the other side of 
the Atlantick, will be sufficiently numerous ; it highly con- 
cerns to have as few internal ones as possible. 

As Congress seem to have altered their views in this 
instance, and the men which went with you from Connec- 
ticut are upon a very different footing from what I expect- 
ed, it will be right to give Congress the earliest notice of 
your proceeding, and to disband your troops as soon as you 
think circumstances will admit of it. 

In consequence of the melancholy reverse of our affairs 
in Canada, an application was made to me for succour, and 
happy should I have been if the situation of this Army 
could have afforded it. All I could do, was, lo lay the 
matter before this, and the Governments of Connecticut 
and New- Hampshire, and urge the expediency and neces- 
sity of their sending a reinforcement of three regiments 
there immediately. Mr. Trumbull, and his Council of 
Safely, had anticipated my request; the other two Colo- 
nies have adopted the measure. The three regiments are 
now raising, and, I would willingly hope, will arrive in time 
to reinstate matters in that quarter, and give them a more 
agreeable aspect than they now have. 

I shall be much obliged, by your pressing Colonel Mc- 
Dougall to forward the shells mentioned in his letter of 
the 2d instant, as they are much wanted ; and, also, to 
spare me some powder, if he possibly can. You know our 
stock of this necessary article is small and inconsiderable, 
and you know, too, that we have a demand for a further 
supply. 

The progress in raising recruits for the new Army 
being very slow, I have applied to this Colony, Connecti- 
cut, and New- Hampshire, for ten regiments of Militia, to 
continue in service till the 1st of April next, which they 
have granted me. As soon as they come in, and I can get 
provided with proper means, I am determined to attempt 
something. Of this, I would have you take no notice. 

Within a few days past, several persons have come out 
of Boston ; they all agree that General Clinton has gone 
upon some expedition. Some say he has between four and 
five hundred men ; others, part of two regiments. What 
his force consists of is not precisely known ; but, I am 
almost certain he has gone with some. His destination 
must be south of this, and, very probably, for New- York. 

I thought it necessary to give you this information, that 
you may be upon your guard, and prepared to receive him 
as well as you can. 

I shall be glad to hear from you frequently, and to be 
informed of any occurrences you may think material, 

I am, dear sir, with great regard, &c, 

George Washington. 
To Major-General Lee. 



Congress will make it agreeable to you in every shape 
they can. 

My business increases very fast, and my distresses, for 
want of you, increase with it. Mr. Harrison is the only 
gentleman of my family that can afford me the least assist- 
ance in writing. He, and Mr. Moylan, whose time must 
now be solely employed in his department of Commissary, 
have, heretofore, afforded me their aid ; and I have hinted 
to them, in consequence of what you signified in some for- 
mer letter, that, as they have really had a great deal of 
trouble, each of them should receive one-third of your pay, 
reserving the other third, contrary to your desire, for your- 
self. 

My distress and embarrassment are in a way of being 
very considerably increased by an occurrence in Virginia, 
which will, I fear, compel Mr. Harrison to leave me, or 
suffer considerably by his stay. He has written, how- 
ever, by the last post, to ascertain if his return cannot be 
dispensed with. If he should go, I shall really be dis- 
tressed beyond measure, as I know no persons able tn sup- 
ply your places in this part of the world, with whom I 
would choose to live in unbounded c.nnfidfinr.fi- 

The business, as I hinted to you before, is considerably 
increased, by being more comprehensive, and, at this time, 
perplexed, by the great changes which are happening 
every day; so that you would want a good writer, and a 
methodical man, as an assistant or copying clerk. Such 
a one, I have no doubt, will be allowed, and the choice I 
leave to yourself, as he should be a person in whose inte- 
grity you can confide, and on whose capacity, care, and 
method, you can rely. „ 

At present, my time is so much taken up at my desk, that 
I am obliged to neglect many other essential parts of my 
duty. It is absolutely necessary, therefore, to have per- 
sons that can think for me, as well as execute orders. As 
it may be essential that the pay of the under secretary 
should be fixed, that you may, if you incline to return, and 
should engage one, know what to promise him, I have 
written to Colonel Harrison and Mr. Lynch on this sub- 
ject. I am, Sic, r, XXT 

George Washington. 
To Joseph Reed, Esq. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED. 

Cambridge, January 23, 1776. 

Dear Sir: Real necessity compels me to ask you, 
whether I may entertain any hopes of your returning to 
my family. If you can make it convenient, and will liint 
the matter to Colonel Harrison, I dare venture to say, that 



COLONEL HARRISON TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

Cambridge, January 23, 1776. 

Sir: I have it in command from his Excellency to in- 
form you, that General Gates handed him your letter of 
the 22d instant, containing a gross estimate of the pay you 
supposed would be due the New- Hampshire Militia, when 
the time they are engaged for shall expire. 

His Excellency says, that he cannot possibly give a war- 
rant on this estimate, and that each Captain must make out 
a particular list of their respective companies, noticing the 
time when any of their men inlisted in the regiments, (if 
that shall have been the case,) and, on the other side, an 
abstract of the pay due. There is a necessity for this, 
because the list and abstract are vouchers for, and the 
foundations of, the warrant annexed to them ; the time 
when any of the men inlisted in the regiments must be 
mentioned, and pay only drawn till then, as they will be, 
from thence, included in the regimental abstracts. 

Having made out lists and abstracts in this way, the 
Captains will give credit for the money they have re- 
ceived. 

It is, also, necessary that each Captain should subjoin an 
affidavit to the foot of his abstract, similar to the copy en- 
closed. This mode has been, and will be, invariably pur- 
sued, respecting the Militia of this Colony. It is neces- 
sary, and founded on the difference between the regiments 
which continue in the service, and the Militia, which do not. 
In the abstract for the pay of the former, an affidavit is not 
material, because, if there should be any mistake or error 
in them, it may, and can be discovered, and rectified at a 
future day. It is otherwise with the latter; after they are 
gone, this cannot be done, and, therefore, their abstracts 
should have some authenticity; not that any intentional 
mistakes are apprehended to be made, but that the pub- 
lick may be satisfied. 

When the lists are made out in the manner directed, and 
the time of their engagement expired, his Excellency will 
give the proper warrants for payment. He would not have 
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any objection to giving them sooner, if he was not fearful 
that some of them might go off after receiving their pay. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your humble, obedient ser- 
vant, 

To Brigadier-General Sullivan. 



Robert H. Harrison. 



By the Great and General Court of the Colony of Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay. 

A Proclamation. 

The frailty of human nature, the wants of individuals, 
and the numerous dangers which surround them, through 
the course of life, have, in all ages and in every country, 
impelled them to form societies and establish governments. 

As the happiness of the people is the sole end of Go- 
vernment, so the consent of the people is the only founda- 
tion of it, in reason, morality, and the natural fitness of 
things; and, therefore, every act of Government, every ex- 
ercise of sovereignty against, or without the consent of the 
people, is injustice, usurpation, and tyranny. 

It is a maxim, that, in "every Government there must 
exist, some where, a supreme, sovereign, absolute, and un- 
controllable power ; but this power resides, always, in the 
body of the people, and it never was, or can be delegated 
to one man or a few ; the great Creator having never given 
to men a right to vest others with authority over them 
unlimited, either in duration or degree. 

When Kings, Ministers, Governours, or Legislators, 
therefore, instead of exercising the powers intrusted with 
them according to the principles, forms, and proportions, 
stated by the Constitution, and established by the original 
compact, prostitute those powers to the purposes of op- 
pression, to subvert, instead of supporting a free Constitu- 
tion, to destroy, instead of preserving the lives, liberties, 
and properties of the people, they are no longer to be deem- 
ed magistrates vested with a sacred character, but become 
publick enemies, and ought to be resisted. 

The Administration of Great Britain, despising equal- 
ly the justice, humanity, and magnanimity, of their ances- 
tors, and the rights, liberties, and courage of Americans, 
have, for a course of years, laboured to establish a sove- 
reignty in America, not founded in the consent of the peo- 
ple, but in the mere will of persons a thousand leagues 
from us, whom we know not, and have endeavoured to 
establish this sovereignly over us against our consent, in all 
cases whatsoever. 

The Colonies, during this period, have recurred to every 
peaceable resource in a free Constitution, by petitions and 
remonstrances, to obtain justice, which has been not only 
denied to them, but they have been treated with unexam- 
pled indignity and contempt, and, at length, open war, of 
the most atrocious, cruel, and sanguinary kind, has been 
commenced against them. To this, an open, manly, and 
successful resistance has, hitherto, been made. Thirteen 
Colonies are now firmly united in the conduct of this most 
just and necessary war, under the wise councils of their 
Congress. 

It is the will of Providence, for wise, righteous, and gra- 
cious ends, that this Colony should have been singled out, 
by the enemies of America, as the first object both of their 
envy and their revenge, and, after having been made the 
subject of several merciless and vindictive statutes, (one of 
which was intended to subvert our Constitution by char- 
ter,) is made the seat of war. 

No effectual resistance to the system of tyranny pre- 
pared for us could be made, without either instant recourse 
to arms, or a temporary suspension of the ordinary powers 
of Government and tribunals of justice. To the last of 
which evils, in hopes of a speedy reconciliation with Great 
Britain upon equitable terms, the Congress advised us to 
submit; and mankind has seen a phenomenon without ex- 
ample in the political world: a large and populous Colony 
subsisting, in great decency and order, for more than a 
year, under such a suspension of Government. 

But, as our enemies have proceeded to such barbarous 
extremities, commencing hostilities upon the good people 
of this Colony, and, with unprecedented malice, exerting 
their power to spread the calamities of fire, sword, and fa- 
mine through the land, and no reasonable prospect re- 
mains of a speedy reconciliation with Great Britain, the 
Congress have 
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"Resolved, That no obedience being due to the Act of 
Parliament for altering the Charter of the Colony of Mas- 
sachuseits-Bay, nor to aGovernouror Lieutenant-Govern- 
our, who will not observe the directions of, but endeavour 
to subvert that Charter, the Governour and Lieutenant- 
Governour of that Colony are to be considered as absent, 
and their offices vacant; and, as there is no Council there, 
and inconveniences arising from the suspension of the 
powers of Government are intolerable, especially, at a 
time when General Gage hath actually levied war, and is 
carrying on hostilities against His Majesty's peaceable and 
loyal subjects of that Colony, that, in order to conform, as 
near as may be, to the spirit and substance of the Charter, 
it be recommended to the Provincial Convention, to write 
letters to the inhabitants of the several places which are 
entitled to representation in Assembly, requesting them to 
choose such Representatives ; and, that the Assembly, 
when chosen, do elect Counsellors, and that such Assem- 
bly and Council exercise the powers of Government, until 
a Governour of His Majesty's appointment will consent 
to govern the Colony according to its Charter." 

In pursuance of which advice, the good people of this 
Colony have chosen a full and free representation of them- 
selves, who, being convened in Assembly, have elected a 
Council, who, as the Executive branch of Government, 
have constituted necessary officers through the Colony. 
The present generation, therefore, may be congratulated 
on the acquisition of a form of Government more immedi- 
ately, in all its branches, under the influence and control 
of the people, and, therefore, more free and happy than 
was enjoyed by their ancestors. 

But, as a Government so popular can be supported only 
by universal knowledge and virtue in the body of the peo- 
ple, it is the duty of all ranks to promote the means of 
education for the rising generation, as well as true religion, 
purity of manners, and integrity of life, among all orders 
and degrees. 

As an army has become necessary for our defence, and, 
in all free States the civil must provide for and control 
the military power, the major part of the Council have ap- 
pointed magistrates and courts of justice in every Coun- 
ty, whose happiness is so connected with that of the peo- 
ple, that it is difficult to suppose they can abuse their trust. 
The business of it is, to see those laws enforced, which are 
necessary for the preservation of peace, virtue, and good 
order. And the Great and General Court expects, and 
requires, that all necessary support and assistance be given, 
and all proper obedience yielded to them, and will deem 
every person who shall fail of his duty in this respect 
towards them, a disturber of the peace of this Colony, and 
deserving of examplary punishment. 

That piety and virtue, which, alone, can secure the free- 
dom of any people, may be encouraged, and vice and im- 
morality suppressed, the Great and General Court have 
thought fit to issue this Proclamation, commanding and en- 
joining it upon the good people of this Colony, that they 
lead sober, religious, and peaceable lives, avoiding all blas- 
phemies, contempt of the holy Scriptures, and of the 
Lord's day, and all other crimes and misdemeanours,, all. 
debauchery, profaneness, corruption, venality, all riotous 
and tumultuous proceedings, and all immoralities whatso- 
ever; and that they decently and reverently attend the 
publick worship of God, at all times acknowledging, with, 
gratitude, his merciful interposition in their behalf, devoutly 
confiding in him, as the God of armies, by whose favour 
and protection, alone, they may hope for success in their 
present conflict. 

And all Judges, Justices, Sheriffs, Grand-Jurors, Tyth- 
ing-Men, and all other civil officers within this Colony, are 
hereby strictly enjoined and commanded, that they con- 
tribute all in their power, by their advice, exertions, and 
examples, towards a general reformation of manners, and, 
that they bring to condign punishment every person who 
shall commit any of the crimes or misdemeanours afore- 
said, or that shall be guilty of any immoralities whatsoever; 
and that they use their utmost endeavours to have the re- 
solves of the Congress, and the good and wholesome Jaws 
of this Colony, duly carried into execution. 

And as the Ministers of the Gospel within this Colony 
have, during the late relaxation of the powers of civil Go~ 
verntnent, exerted themselves for our safety, it is hereby 
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recommended to them, still to continue their virtuous la- 
bours, for the good of the people, inculcating, by their pub- 
lick ministry and private example, the necessity of reli- 
gion, morality, and good order. 

In Council, January 19, 1776. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Proclamation be read at 
the opening of every Superior Court of Judicature, Sic, 
and Inferior Common Pleas, and Court of General Ses- 
sions for the Peace within this Colony, by their respective 
Clerks ; and at the annual town meetings in March, in 
each town.. And it is hereby recommended to the several 
Ministers of the Gospel throughout this Colony, to read 
the same in their respective assemblies on the Lord's day 
next after their receiving it, immediately after Divine ser- 
vice. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 



In the House of Representatives, January 23, 17761 

Read and concurred. 

William Cooper, Speaker, pro tern. 

Consented to. 

William Sever, Charles Chatjncet, 
Walter Spooner, Joseph Palmer, 
Caleb Cushing, John Whetcomb, 
John Winthrop, Jedediah Foster, 
Thomas Cushing, Eldad Taylor, 
Moses Gill, John Taylor, 

Michael Farley, Benjamin White, 
Samuel Holten, James Prescott. 

By order of the Genera] Court : 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

God save the King. 



MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Boston, January 23, 1776. 

Mr Lord : The box containing your Lordship's de- 
spatches by the Centurion having been received on board 
when the Captain was on shore, by a mistake of the stew- 
ard's, was put into a store-room, without the Captain's 
knowledge, which has occasioned my not getting them be- 
fore this day. 

The letters from your Lordship are your secret duplicate 
and separate, of the 5th September, one of the 15th, and 
one of the 22d, following. 

Copies of letters from your Lordship to the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, of the 22d September, from 
Lord Rochford to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, of the 
21st September. 

Extracts from your Lordship to General Gage, of the 
2d August ; two from Go vernour Martin, of the 30th June, 
and 6th July; and one from Lord William Campbell, of 
19th July. 

A Letter from Mr. Secretary Poivnall, of the 26th Sep- 
tember, and a duplicate from him of the 8th; a list of In- 
dian goods shipped on board the Grand Duke of Russia, 
the Grosvenor, and Harcourt, transports ; the two first are 
arrived. 

A list of store-ships for America, also a despatch from 
your Lordship to Governour Martin, which shall be for- 
warded by Captain Collet, who is daily expected from 
Halifax, and will proceed, without loss of time, to North- 
Carolina; he will, also, be the bearer to General Clinton 
of copies of the extracts of Governour Martin's letters of 
the 30th June and 6th July. 

The matter contained in your Lordship's secret letter of 
the 5th September, having been notified to me in a former 
letter, I have only to add my wishes that a part of the fo- 
reign troops therein mentioned, at least eight thousand, may 
be sent to this part of America, although I fear they can- 
not arrive for the early operations of the campaign, upon 
which the future success of it so much depends; and your 
Lordship's despatch of the 22d October, having amply set 
forth the business contained in your letter of the 15th 
September, and which is answered in mine of the 16th in- 
stant, I do not trouble your Lordship with any thing 
further upon this subject. The other letters received in 
this package have already been answered from the early 
receipt of your Lordship's letters upon the same subject. 



The enclosed memorial from the officers in the marine 
corps, serving in the army, I beg leave to recommend to 
your Lordship's consideration ; and if your Lordship should 
think with me, that there is not any impropriety in it, that 
you would be pleased to lay the same before His Majesty. 
It is my duty to add, that the officers concerned have acted 
here with the greatest spirit, diligence, and attention to the 
service. 

By intelligence received this morning from the enemy's 
quarters, I learn that about the 1st of this month the Re- 
bels, headed by Mr. Montgomery, made an assault upon 
Quebec!*:, and that they entered the town, but were repulsed 
with considerable loss by their own acknowledgment. Mr. 
Montgomery, with may other officers, and seventy men, 
were killed ; Colonel Arnold and three hundred wounded 
and taken prisoners. Two deserters that have come over 
this day confirm the above intelligence, and further say 
that it has been published-in one of their newspapers. 

1 am ' &c -' W. Howe. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CORK (IRELAND) TO A GEN- 
TLEMAN IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED JANUARY, 1776. 

The following occurrence must give satisfaction to the 
friends of suffering America. When Colonel Ethan Allen, 
with about fifty other prisoners, arrived in the Solebay, two 
gentlemen went on board to inquire into their situation, and 
to assure them of the disposition of several gentlemen in 
this city to alleviate their distresses. Colonel Allen was so 
affected with this instance of unexpected generosity, that 
the expression of his gratitude could hardly find utterance. 

His treatment on board the Solebay is far different from 
the barbarous and cruel usage he experienced in his pas- 
sage from Quebeck, being then handcuffed and ironed in 
the most dreary part of the vessel, and basely insulted with 
cruel and unmanly reflections by some officers of the ship, 
whom he challenged in Cornwall without receiving satis- 
faction., 

A subscription was begun this morning among some 
friends of the cause, and near fifty guineas collected to buy 
clothes for his men, and necessaries for himself; and, if li- 
berty can be got of Captain Williams to put live stock on 
board, I can assure you Colonel Allen will be extremely 
well provided. We this day sent a hamper of wine, sugar, 
fruit, chocolate, 8ec, on board for his immediate use, and 
to-morrow intend to prepare the sundry articles of which 
he sent a list. I enclose you a rough copy of his answer 
to our letter. Should he have permission to come tin shore, 
he will be entertained by some of the first gentlemen of 
this city. I have not been refused by a single person on 
the subscription. 

Copy of Colonel Allen's Note. 

Gentlemen : I received your generous present this day 
with a joyful heart. Thanks to God there are still the feel- 
ings of humanity in the worthy citizens of Cork towards 
those of their bone and flesh, who, through misfortune from 
the present broils in the empire are needy prisoners.* 

Dated Cove, January 24, 1776. 



SPOTTSYLVANIA COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Spotisylvania County, 
at the Town-House in Fredericksburgh, the 24th day of 
January, 1776, present, Fielding Lewis, Esq., Chairman, 
and nineteen Members. 

The said Committee proceeded to the choice of Officers 
to command two Companies of Regulars to be raised in 
the said County, agreeable to an Ordinance of the honour- 
able Convention ; whereupon the following gentlemen were 
chosen by ballot, viz: George Stubblejield and Oliver 
Towles, Captains ; Robert Dudley and Nathaniel Fox, 
First Lieutenants ; Charles Tutt and Peter Minor, Second 

* December 29, 1775. — Sailed from Portsmouth, Sir Peter Parker 
and Earl Cornwallis, with the Actcon, Deal-Castle, and Thunder-bomb, 
for Cork, to convoy the troops and transports there to America. Tho 
Acteon put in at Falmouth, and took on board Colonel Ethan Allen 
and his fellow-prisoners, who had been confined in irons in Pendennis 
Castle, in order to carry them back to America. No assistance was 
given to Allen in England; but when the ship arrived at Cork, a sub. 
scription for him was begun in Ireland, and an ample supply of neces- 
saries given to him, of which he and his friends were in great need, 
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Lieutenants; Benjamin Winslow, Jun., and Joseph Hol- 
laday, Jun., Ensigns. 

Extract from the Minutes : 

John Chew, Jun., Cleric. 



JOSIAH BARTLETT TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OP 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, January 24, 1776. 

Gentlemen : The Congress ordered me to send you 

the sum of twelve thousand five hundred dollars, for the 

use of the regiment to be raised for Canada. I have agreed 

with Mr, Wheat, of Connecticut, (who carries the same 

sum to Connecticut,) to deliver it to you, or to Colonel 

Gilman, the Treasurer, at Exeter, for which he is to have 

thirty-six dollars, which you will please to pay him, and take 

his receipt ; which receipt you will enclose to me, that I 

may receive the same out of the Continental Treasury, as 

the money is to be sent on the cost of the Continent. 

I am, gentlemen, yours, T „ 

■ ' Josiah Bartlett. 

To the Provincial Committee of Safety, or Nicholas Gil- 
man, Esq., Colony Treasurer. 

P. S. As I was not certain whether the President had 
sent you the resolves of Congress of the 17th, I have en- 
closed them. The ten shillings mentioned, is this curren- 
cy, equal to eight shillings, L. M. J, B. 



RICHARD SWOOPE TQ PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

York, January 24, 1776. 

Gentlemen : I take the liberty of troubling your Ho- 
nours with these few lines, as Mr. Nelson, the bearer hereof, 
proposes to raise a rifle company in the back country. If 
there should be any more men wanting for the service at 
present, I would take the liberty to recommend him to the 
Board as a proper person, (as Captain of a company of rifle- 
men,) so far as he stands recommended to me. 

Gentlemen, you have been kind enough to send me by 
Captain Schryak, twenty-five extracts from the votes of the 
House of Assembly, of the rules and regulations ; and as 
that number is not half enough, I hope you will be pleased 
to send about thirty more by the first opportunity. 

So, no more at present, and from, gentlemen, your most 
obedient, and humble servant, „ <-, 

KlCHARD SWOOPE. 

To the Committee of Safety at Philadelphia. 



LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 

[January 27.— Referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Ward, and 
Mr. S. Adams.] 

January 24, 1776. 
Sir: On Monday last I received intelligence that a 
transport, laden with stores for the Ministerial Army at 
Boston, was hovering off Sandy-Hook in distress, and 
wailing for assistance from the men-of-war at New- York. 
I thought it a matter of so much importance, that I imme- 
diately set out for Amboy, and there seized a pilot-boat, 
and, with forty men, was just pushing out, about two, 
yesterday morning, when I was joined by three other boats 
from Elizabethtown, with about forty men each, many of 
them gentlemen from Elizabethtown, who voluntarily came 
on this service, under the command of Colonel Dayton and 
Colonel Thomas. We found her about six leagues south- 
east of Sandy-Hook. We boarded and took her without 
opposition, She proves to be the Blue Mountain Valley, 
commanded by Captain James Hamilton Dempster, laden 
with coal, porter, sour-krout, &c. (I wish it had been with 
arms and ammunition, as I expected.) We are nowofF^lnj- 
boy, and intend to push in, this evening, into the Sound, 
between Stalen-hland and the main. 1 write, now, in the 
hurry and noise incident to these occasions ; I will write 
the particulars as soon as possible. And am, your most 

humble servant, „ 

Stirling. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. She is a ship of about one hundred feet, from stem 
to Ftern, above; capable of making a ship-of-war of twenty 
six-pounders, and ten three- pounders, I shall impatiently 
expect the orders of Congress, 



GENERAL ARNOLD TO CONTtNENTAT, CWGftESS. 

Camp before Quebeck, January 24, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I wrote the 14th instant, advising you of 
our present situation, and that of the enemy, and took the 
liberty of presenting you my sentiments on a future plan 
of operations, for which my zeal for the publick service, I 
hope, will apologize ; since which, I have made an estimate 
(which I now enclose) of such artillery, stores, ammunition, 
Sic, which, I imagine, will be necessary, if it is thought 
proper to carry on a siege in form. Of this I can be no 
judge, as I know not if powder can be spared from below, 
or shot, shells, 8sc, sent up in season. The artillery, 
except a twelve-inch mortar, (at Crown-Point,) is all in 
this country. I have also enclosed a list of such ammu- 
nition, stores, &c, as we have on hand. A list of such 
articles as can be procured at Montreal, St. John's, and 
Chambly, will be taken, and sent you by General Woos- 
ter. 

I had encouragement from Monsieur Pelissier, at Three- 
Rivers, of being furnished with shot, shells, &,c, in all the 
month of March. T have this minute received advice 
from him, that the want of coal will prevent his supplying 
those articles before May. As coal is his only objection, 
• I have wrote him to procure it, at all events, if it can be 
done, to supply shells, &c, by the 1st of April, of which 
the bearer, Major Ogden, will inform; this measure, I 
hope, will meet your approbation, as the expense of bring- 
ing shells from below will be great, and, if not wanted here, 
the cost will be trifling. 

It is very probable the "city would surrender before half, 
or, perhaps, one quarter of the shot, shells, &.c, in my me- 
morandum were expended ; but, if they should make an 
obstinate resistance, perhaps the whole will be neces- 
sary. 

A gentleman, now present, assures me, that the King's 
Magazines, containing upwards of three thousand barrels 
of powder, were all full, and that three hundred barrels, 
his private property, taken from him by Government, was 
obliged to be stored in a private vault ; add to this ten thou- 
sand stand of arms, seven thousand of which are new, and 
arrived last Summer; also, seven thousand complete suits 
of new clothing, with a large quantity of artillery stores ; 
two frigates, with a number of other vessels, in the harbour, 
fee, Sic, &c. The above-mentioned articles, exclusive 
of securing an extensive country in our interest, and libe- 
rating three or four hundred of our brave men, appears an 
object of the greatest importance to us under our present 
circumstances. I make no doubt every necessary measure 
will be adopted for reducing the city. 

Yesterday, arrived here, a reinforcement of one hun- 
dred men, from Montreal; sixty men are soon expected. 
We are still very weak handed. Of course the duty is 
severe ; however, the enemy have not dared to come out, 
though they are double our number. Desertions from the 
garrison are frequent. They are in want of fuel, and have 
attempted to supply themselves by cutting down the houses 
in St. Roque's suburbs, (under their guns,) to prevent 
which, I have burnt most of them, with several vessels 
they had broke up ; every artifice is used by Governour 
Carleton to procure provisions, and induce the Canadians 
to take arms against us, to no effect, though seconded by 
the clergy, our bitter enemies. I make no doubt of con- 
tinuing the blockade until a proper reinforcement arrives 
to make use of more coercive measures. 

Major Ogden, the bearer of this to Montreal, who came 
out with me a volunteer, proposes going down to Phila- 
delphia. I beg leave to recommend him as a gentlemat> 
who has acted with great spirit and activity through our 
fatiguing march, and at the attack on Quebeck, in which 
he was wounded. 

General Montgomery, on his arrival in this country, was; 
pleased to appoint Mr. John Halstead Commissary ; he is 
a gentleman, has been very active and zealous in our cause,, 
is a merchant, and capable in his department, in which I 
beg leave to recommend his being continued. 

Our finances are low; we have been obliged to he", bor- 
row, and squeeze, to get money for our subsistence ; and, 
but for Mr. Price, who has been our greatest resource, we 
must have suffered, 

I have the agreeable intelligence from General Wooster, 
that the Paymaster is at hand. 
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I am, with great esteem, gentlemen, your most obedient, 

and very humble servant, «- 

' ' Benedict Arnold. 

To the Honourable Continental Congress. 



GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Stamford, January 24, 1776. 

Dear General : Tt was unnecessary sooner to trouble 
you with my scrawl, as 1 could give you no information the 
least interesting. I find the people through this Province 
more alert and zealous than my. most sanguine expecta- 
tion. I believe I might have collected ten thousand vo- 
lunteers. I take only four companies with me, and Water- 
bury's regiment, which is so happily situated on the fron- 
tier. Ward's regiment, I have ordered to remain at their 
respective homes until they hear further. These Connec- 
ticutians are, if possible, more eager to go out of their 
country than they are to return home when they have 
been out for any considerable time. 

Enclosed, I send you my letter to the General Congress. 
That of the Provincial Congress of New- York to me, with 
my answer, I hope will have your approbation. 

The Whigs, I mean the stout ones, are, it is said, very 
desirous that a body of troops should march and be sta- 
tioned in their city ; the timid ones are averse, merely from 
the spirit of procrastination, which is the characteristick of 
timidity. The letter of the Provincial Congress, you will 
observe, breathes the very essence of this spirit; it is wo- 
fully hysterical. I conclude, I shall receive the orders of 
the General Congress before, or immediately on my arri- 
val, otherwise I should not venture to march into the Pro- 
vince, as, by the late resolve, every detachment of the 
Continental troops is to be under the direction of the Pro- 
vincial Congress in which they are — a resolve, I must say, 
with submission to their wisdom, fraught with difficulties 
and evils — it is impossible, having two sovereigns, that any 
business should be carried on. 

Have you seen the pamphlets Common Sense 1 I never 
saw such a masterly, irresistible performance. It will, if I 
mistake not, in concurrence with the transcendent folly and 
wickedness of the Ministry, give the coup-de-grace to 
Great Britain. In short, I own myself convinced, by the 
arguments, of the necessity of separation. 

Poor, brave Montgomery! But, it is not a time to cry, 
but to revenge. God bless you, my dear General, and 
crown us with the success I am sure we merit from the 
goodness of our cause. My love to the ladies. I shall 
write a long letter to Gates, when I have time and mate- 
rials. Adieu. Yours, most affectionately, 

Charles Lee. 
To His Excellency General Washington, 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, January 24, 1776. 

Sir: Your letters of the 20th and 21st instant, are re- 
ceived. I thought fit, this morning, to acquaint Colonel 
Burrell, appointed to command the regiment destined to 
Canada from hence, that a month's pay will be advanced 
to officers and men by you. This additional encourage- 
ment will enliven them to the service. Also, to inform, 
that I understood the route of the Massachusetts and New- 
Hampshire Regiments would probably be by Number Four 
to Onion River, with a Commissary to attend such as went 
that way. A month's pay was promised the men by my 
proclamation, and, on being acquainted with the readiness 
of the men, one of the Committee of Pay-Table should 
attend for the payment thereof at Litchfield, to prevent 
delay. Am unable to inform how and when the money 
from you may be received. 

. The men in that quarter are well spirited and zealous, 
but have yet received no intelligence of the progress made 
in the business ; shall give you every necessary intelligence 
as it conies to my knowledge. Every necessary requisite 
for the march of this regiment will be provided on the best 
terms in my power. Shall forward the three regiments 
destined for your camp without delay. 

I am, with sincere esteem and regard, your Excellen- 
cy's most obedient, and humble servant, 

Jonathan Trumbull. 
To His Excellency General Washington. 



CENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Road February 9, 1776] 

Cambridge, January 24, 1776. 
Sir: The Commissary-General being at length return- 
ed from a long and painful illness, I have it in my power 
to comply with the requisition of Congress, in forwarding 
an estimate of the expense attending his office, as also that; 
of the Quartermaster-General. You will please to ob- 
serve, that the Commissary, by his account of the matter, 
has entered into no special agreement with any of the 
persons he has found occasion to employ, (as those to 
whose names sums are annexed are of their own fixing,) 
but left it to Congress to ascertain their wages; I shall say 
nothing, therefore, on this head, further than relates to the 
proposition of Mr. Miller to be allowed one-eighth for his 
trouble, and the delivery of the other seven-eighths of pro- 
visions, which, to me, appears exorbitant in the extreme, 
however conformable it may be to custom and usage. I, 
therefore, think that reasonable stipends had better be fixed 
upon. Both the Quartermaster and Commissary-Gene- 
rals assure me, that they do not employ a single person use- 
lessly, and as I have too good an opinion of them to think 
they would deceive me, 1 believe them. 

1 shall take the liberty, in this place, of recommending the 
expediency, indeed, the absolute necessity, of appointing 
fit and proper persons to settle the accounts of this Army. 
To do it with precision requires time, care, and attention ; 
the longer it is left undone, the more intricate they will 
be, the more liable to error, and difficult to explain and 
rectify ; as, also, the persons in whose hands they are, if 
disposed to take undue advantages, will be less subject to 
detection. I have been as attentive as the nature of my 
office would admit of, in granting warrants for money on the 
Paymaster, but it would be absolutely impossible for me 
to go into an examination of all the accounts incident to 
this Army, and the vouchers appertaining to them, without 
devoting so large a portion of my time to the business, as 
might not only prove injurious, but fatal to it in other re- 
spects. This ought, in my humble opinion, to be the par- 
ticular business of a Select Committee of Congress, or one 
appointed by them, which, once in three months, at far- 
thest, should make a settlement with the officers in the dif- 
ferent departments. 

Having met with no encouragement from the Govern- 
ments of Massachusetts and New-Hampshire from my ap- 
plication for arms, and expecting no better from Connecticut 
and Rhode-Island, 1 have, as the last expedient, sent one 
or two officers from each regiment into the country, with 
money, to try if they can buy ; in what manner they suc- 
ceed Congress shall be informed as soon as they return. 

Congress, in my last, would discover my motives for 
strengthening these lines with the Militia. But whether, 
as the weather turns out exceedingly mild, (insomuch as 
to promise nothing favorable from ice,) and no appearance 
of powder, I shall be able to attempt any thing decisive, 
time only can determine. No man upon earth wishes more 
ardently to destroy the nest in Boston than I do; no per- 
son would be willing to go greater lengths than I shall, to 
accomplish it, if it shall be thought advisable. But if we 
have neither powder to bombard with, nor ice to pass on, 
we shall be in no better situation than we have been in all 
the year — we shall be worse, because their works are 
stronger. 

I have accounts from Boston, which I think may be re- 
lied on, that General Clinton, with about four cr five hun- 
dred men, hath left that place within these four days; 
whether this is part of the detachment which was making 
up, as mentioned in my letter of the 4th instant, and then 
at Nantasket, or not, is not in my power to say. If it is 
designed for New-York, or Long-Island, as some think, 
throwing a body of troops there may prove a fortunate cir- 
cumstance. If they go farther South, agreeable to the 
conjectures of others, I hope there will be men to receive 
them. 

Notwithstanding the positive assertions of the four Cap- 
tains from Portsmouth, noticed in my letter of the 14th, 
I am now convinced, from several corroborating circum- 
stances — the accounts of deserters and of a Lieutenant Hill, 
of Lord Percy's Regiment, who left Ireland the ^tli of No- 
vember, and was taken by a privateer from Newburyport, 
that the Seventeenth and Fifty-fifth Regiments are arrived 
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at Boston, and other troops at Halifax, agreeable to the 
information of Hutchinson and others. Lieutenant Hill 
says that the transports of the two regiments only were 
forced into Milford-Haven. 

Congress will think me a little remiss, 1 fear, when I in- 
form them that I have done nothing yet towards raising the 
battalion of marines, but I hope to stand exculpated from 
blame, when they hear the reason — which was, that al- 
ready having twenty T -six incomplete regiments, I thought 
it would be adding to an expense, already great in officers, 
to set two entire corps of officers on foot, when, perhaps, 
we should not add ten men a week by it to our present 
numbers. In this opinion the General Officers have con- 
curred, which induced me to suspend the matter a little 
longer.. 

Our inlistments for the two last weeks have not amount- 
ed to one thousand men, and are diminishing. The regi- 
ment for Canada, it is thought, will soon be filled, as the 
men are to choose all but their Field-Officers, which are 
appointed by the Court. 

On Sunday evening thirteen of the Caughnawaga In- 
dians arrived here on a visit ; I shall take care that they 
be so entertained during their stay, that they may return 
impressed with sentiments of friendship for us, and also of 
our great strength. One of them is Colonel Louis, who 
honoured me with a visit once before. 

I have the honour to be, with much respect and esteem, 
sir, your most humble servant, 

George Washington. 



GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 20, 1776. 



(Parole, Schuyler.) 



(Countersign, Warner.) 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 21, 1776. 
(Parole, Granby.) (Countersign. Monckton.) 

The Colonel, or commanding officer of each regiment, is 
forthwith to send out one or two prudent and sensible 
officers' to buy up such arms as are wanted for his regi- 
ment. These officers to be also good judges of arms, and 
they are directed to purchase none but such as are proper 
and in the best repair, and, if possible, to get them with 
bayonets, but not to refuse a good firelock without. The 
officers going upon this duty are to be furnished with cash, 
from the respective Colonels, or commanding officers, out 
of the money designed for the month's advance pay, for 
the recruits, which money will be replaced as wanted. The 
names of the officers sent upon this business, with sums 
advanced them, are to be immediately returned to the Ad- 
jutant-General by the Colonels. These officers are not to 
be absent longer than the 4th of February next. 

AH recruits who shall furnish their own arms (provided 
they are good) shall be paid one dollar, for the use of them, 
shall have the privilege of carrying them away, when their 
time is out, and in case they are lost (through no default 
of their own) shall be paid for them at the end of the 
campaign. 

All persons having business with the Adjutant-General, 
are to apply to him at his office, at the entrance next to 
the front of the Head-Quarters 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 22, 1776. 
(Parole, Framingham.) (Countersign, St. John's.) 

The Majors of Brigade to be all at Head-Quarters, to- 
morrow morning, ten o'clock. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 23, 1776. 
(Parole, Fairfax.) (CounterrigD.'FernMi.; 

Timothy Doiming, tried at a General Court-Martial for 
" desertion," being found guilty, is sentenced to receive 
thirty-nine lashes upon the bare back, with a cat-o-nine- 
tails ; and it appearing to the Court, that as the prisoner is 
worthless and incorrigible, they order him to be drummed 
out of the Army. 

A Court of Inquiry to sit upon Thursday morning next, 
at General Greene's, on Prospect-Hill, to examine into a 
complaint exhibited against Colonel Stark, of the Fifth Re- 
giment of Foot, by Samuel Hobart, Esq., Paymaster of the 
New-Hampshire forces. All evidences and persons con- 
cerned to attend the Court. Brigadier-General Greene, 



President. Colonel Nixon, Colonel Webb, Colonel Hitch- 
cock, Colonel Varnum, members. The Judge-Advocate 
to attend the Court, which will sit precisely at ten o'clock. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 24, 1776. 
(Parole, ) (Countersign } 

The Barracks are to be finished as speedily as possible, 
that the Militia Regiments, which are expected, may be 
accommodated. The Quartermaster-General and his As- 
sistants are to look out in time for other quarters, if the 
Barracks are thought insufficient to entertain the troops. 
The Regiments are to be brigaded in the following man- 
ner, viz: 

Brigadier-General Thomas's Brigade: Learned' s, Jo T 
seph Reed's, Whitcomb's, Ward's, and Bailey's Regiments. 

Brigadier-General Spencer's Brigade: Parson's, Hun- 
tington's, Webb's, and Wyllys's Regiments. 

Brigadier-General Greene's Brigade : Varnum's, Hitch- 
cock's, Little's, and Bond's Regiments. ...... 

Brigadier-General Heath's Brigade: Prescott's, Ser- 
gent's, Phinney's, Greaton's, and Baldwin's Regiments. . 

Brigadier-General Sullivan's Brigade: James Reed's, 
Nixon's, Stark's, and Poor's Regiments. 

Brigadier-General Brigade : Glover's, Patter- 
son's, Arnold's, and Hutchinson's Regiments. 

Whitcomb's, Webb's, and Hutchinson's Regiments are 
to join their respective Brigades, as soon as provision is 
made for it; at any rate before the 1st February, that they 
may get fixed before the Militia come in. The Brigadier 
and Quartermaster-General is to see that each Brigade is 
as compactly quartered as the Barracks will admit of. The 
Barrackmaster is to see that each room has its complement 
of men, and the officers placed contiguous to them. 

The custom of manning the lines, and each regiment 
repairing to its alarm-post at reveille beating, is to be strictly 
and invariably practised, until countermanded. The Bri- 
gadiers are to take especial care, that proper alarm-posts 
are assigned to every regiment, that no confusion may 
arise upon an alarm. 

Neither provisions, nor the value of them, are to be issued 
to officers or soldiers when upon furlough. Furloughs are 
always considered as injurious to the service, but too often 
granted for the gratification of individuals. The General 
was, therefore, not a little surprised to find that it had, con- 
trary to custom and "common justice, become a question 
whether absentees were not entitled to the same allow- 
ance of provisions, as if they were present and actually doing 
duty. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 25, 1776. 

(Parole, Niagara.) (Countersign, Hampton.) 

To the Honourable the Continental Congress, now con- 
vened at Philadelphia. 
The Memorial of Joseph Trumbull, sheweth: 

That your Honours were pleased, in July last, to ap- 
point your memorialist Commissary of Stores and Provi- 
sions. That he has found it necessary to perform the duty 
of his place in the Continental Army, to employ a num- 
ber of persons in several different businesses, agreeable to 
the annexed list, who have had no pay or allowance for 
their services, nor has any pay or allowance therefor been 
established by your Honours. Wherefore, your Honours' 
humble memorialist prays your Honours to resolve, order^ 
and direct, such pay and allowance to each person, em- 
ployed in the several services, agreeable to the annexed 
list, as to your Honours shall appear adequate to their seve- 
ral services; and he, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Josefh Trumbull. 

Cambridge, January 23, 1776. 

Sin : As you have directed me (o give you a list of the 
persons employed under me, their several departments, and 
what pay they ought to have, and likewise myself, in an- 
swer to which would say, that I shall not trespass on your 
time, in giving you a long detail of the great trouble and 
fatigue there must arise, both in body and mind, to any 
person who gives close application in the office to which 
you was pleased to appoint me. I shall say only this, that 
I have done the utmost in my power to serve the cause I 
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am employed in ; and I doubt not, whenever I am call* 
ed on, I shall be able to make that appear by my books 
and vouchers. As to my reward, it has always been the 
custom to allow the Commissary ope-eighth for wantage 
and leakage, and a small salary ; so that, with what sav- 
ings he could make out of the one-eighth allowance, he 
made a tolerable pay to himself. However, I shall set 
down content with being obliged to deliver seven-eighths 
of all the provisions, &c. ; and what may remain, after 
wantage and leakage is deducted, for my pay. 

There are many reasons which might be offered for pay- 
ing the Commissaries in the above-mentioned way, of 
which no doubt you know. As you were pleased to in- 
form me those matters were to be laid before General 
Washington. I write with due submission to his and your 
judgment in the matter. I should be much obliged to you 
if you would get settled what rations I am to draw, which, 
I suppose, will be according to the rank I stand in with 
the Army ; and likewise, whether the Clerks will be al- 
lowed more than a single ration. 

Below you have a list of the Clerks and Assistants. At 
your desire I have fixed the pay, which, in my opinion, 
they ought to have ; which, I hope, will be agreeable to 
you. 

I am, with great esteem, your most humble servant, 

Charles Miller. 
To Joseph Trumbull, Esq. 

Peter Roe Dalton, first Clerk, 4*. 8 d. per day ; Ebe- 
nezer Perry and Thomas Durant, Clerks at Store, 3s. Ad. 
ditto ; William Brown and Josiah Brown, Clerks at Scales, 
3s. Ad. ditto; Robert Davis, Clerk, Deliverer of part of 
Weekly Allowance, &c, 3s. Ad. per day; eight Assistants, 
2s. 8d. ; one Cooper, 2s. 8d. ; one Cook, 2s. 8d. 



A List of Persons employed in the Commissary-GeneraVs 

Department, in the Continental Army, 20th January, 

1776. 

In Issuing Store, at Cambridge : (Issue to two Brigades,) 
Charles Miller, Issuing Storekeeper, 4 rations ; Peter Roc 
Dalton, first Clerk, 4s. 8d. per diem and three rations ; 
Ebenezer Perry and Thomas Durant, Clerks in Store, 3s. 
Ad. and two rations ; William Brown and Josiah Brown, 
Clerks at Scales, 3s. Ad. and two rations ; Robert Davis, 
Clerk of Weekly Allowances, 3s. Ad. and two rations ; 
eight Labourers, one Cooper, one Cook, 2s. 8d. per diem 
and one ration. 

In Issuing-Store, at Roxbury : (Issue to two Brigades,) 
Aaron Blaney, Issuing Storekeeper, four rations ; James 
Richardson, first Clerk, 4s. 8d. per- diem and three rations ; 
two Clerks in Store, 3s. Ad. and two rations; two Clerks 
at Scales, 3s. Ad. and two rations ; six Labourers, one Coo- 
per, ope Cook, 2s. 8d. per diem and one ration. 

In Issuing-Store, on Prospect-Hill: (Issue to one Bri- 
gade,) Peter Phillips, Esq., Issuing Storekeeper, four ra- 
tions ; Griffin Green, first Clerk, 4s. 6d. per diem and 
three rations ; one Clerk in Store, one ditto at Scales, 3s. 
Ad. per diem and two rations ; one Cooper, four Labour- 
ers, 2s. 8d. per diem and one ration. 

In Issuing-Store, at Medford : (Issue to one Brigade,) 
Moses Emerson, Esq., Issuing Storekeeper, 4 rations ; Is- 
rael Mead, first Clerk, 4s. 8d. per diem and three rations; 
qne Clerk in Store, one Clerk at Scales, 3s. Ad. per diem 
and two rations ; one Cooper, four Labourers, 2s. 8d. per 
diem and one ration. 

In Magazine, at Cambridge : Samuel Gray, Reuben 
Stiles, Daniel Brown, Clerks and Magazine-keepers, 4s. 
8d. per diem and three rations; one Cooper, 2s. 8d. per 
diem and one ration. 

In Magazine, at Roxbury: Jabez Porter, James Yan- 
cey, .... Pendleton, Clerks and Magazine-keepers, 4s. 
8d. per diem and three rations ; one Cooper. 

Joseph Farnsworth, employed as Commissary to Colo- 
nel Arnold's Detachment, £10 per month and three ra- 
tions. A most fatiguing employ. Returned from Fort 
Halifax. 

John Thomas, employed constantly in riding to one 
place and another, to get in stores, procure teams, &.c, 
himself and horse, 8s. per diem and three rations. 

William Hoskins and Elisha Avery, Principal Book- 



keepers and Payers of small bills, kc, £10 per month 
and three rations. 

Besides the above persons employed as above, I employ 
divers persons as Magazine-keepers, about twenty miles 
back from camp, who are owners of .the stores they im- 
prove. I also employ gentlemen in New-York, Newbu- 
ryport, Providence, Sic, &,c, who procure flour, rum, Stc, 
&c. The commissions to be allowed thenj are unsettled. 

The prices annexed in the foregoing list are such as 
the persons employed, and their friends, propose for them. 
I have never agreed with any one person for certain pay, 
but that they should have and receive such pay as the 
Congress shall see fit to establish for them. 

The Issuing Storekeepers, as per Mr. Miller's letter, 
given in herewith, proposes as proper pay for them, the 
savings on the one-eighth, commonly allowed for leakage 
and wastage. This mode of pay may make them very 
careful and saving. 

A List of Clerics and Assistants in the Department of (he 

Quartermaster- General at Cambridge, January, 1776. 

Department of Cambridge : Messrs. Cushing, Cranch, 
Cheekley, Keene ; office in Cambridge, at four pounds per 
month. 

Messrs. Felton, Green, Withrington, Issuing Stores, of 
camp utensils, &c, at four pounds per month. 

Messrs. Marony, Organ, , Stables and Gra- 
nary, at four pounds for Marony; three pounds the others, 
per month. 

Mr. Machin and one Assistant, Lumber- Yard, at four 
and three pounds. 

Mr. Locke and one Assistant, to receive and deliver 
Wood, at and three pounds. 

Mr. Baron, at pounds per month, to superintend 

all the Smiths, Armourers and Nailers in the Army. 

Mr. Pollard, Captain of fifty Carpenters, exclusive of 
Captain Ayres's Company, who are constantly employed 
by the train. 

Messrs. Goddard and Chandler, Wagonmasters. Col- 
onel Brewer, Barrackmaster, and his Clerk. 

Roxbury: Messrs. Parke, Assistant Quartermaster-Ge- 
neral ; Chase, Clerk ; Champney, Wagonmaster; Davis to 
receive and deliver Wood, &c, and to regulate the Mar- 
ket. 

Winter and Prospect Hills : Messrs. Frazer, Assistant 
Quartermaster-General ; Gray, Clerk ; Francis, Wagon- 
master; Norton to receive and deliver Wood at Winter- 
Hill, and to regulate the Market ; to receive and 

deliver Wood at Prospect- Hill, Sic. 



AN ACCOUNT OF THE BARRACKS IMPROVED BY THE CONTI- 
NENTAL TROOPS. 

On Prospect Hill. Men. 

Colonel Thompson : 29 rooms, that will hold twen- 
ty men each ; other rooms sufficient for his offi- 
cers, ------------- 580 

Colonel Little : 30 rooms, that will hold twenty 

men each ; 8 rooms for his officers, - - - - 600 

Colonel Varnum : IS rooms, that will hold twenty 
men each ; 12 ditto, unfinished ; 8 ditto, for his 
officers, unfinished, -- -- 600 

Colonel Hitchcock: 30 rooms, will hold twenty 

men each ; 10 rooms for his officers, - - - 600 

Colonel Whitcomb : 30 rooms, will hold twenty men 

each ; 10 rooms for the officers, ----- 600 

Colonel Bond: 12 rooms, that will hold twenty 
men each; 1 barn, that will hold two compa- 
nies; 7 rooms in a barn, twelve men each; 6 
rooms for officers, --------- 

At different Places. 

Colonel Patterson: 32 rooms, will hold twenty 
men each ; a house and small barrack, for offi- 
cers, ... 640 

Colonel Phinney : 20 rooms, that will hold twenty 
men each; 14 ditto, unfinished; 10 rooms for 
officers, 680 
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Colonel Greaton: 31 rooms, that will hold twenty Colonel Webb: Mr. Temple's house, with out- 
men each ; 10 rooms for officers, 620 houses, will quarter five companies and their offi- 

Colonel Durkee: 34 rooms, that will hold twenty cers, with the Field-Officers, 400 

men each ; 8 rooms for his officers, - - - - 680 „ 

Colonel Sargent : 26 rooms, will hold twenty men „ ' 

each ; Mr. Inman's house for officers, - - - 520 In the Colleges, 1,520 

Colonel Baldwin : Four companies at Number - ^ 473 

One; 16 rooms, that will hold twenty men each ; . ... ' 

12 small rooms for officers, _320 Barracks st Pnwpert-Htff, for 3,464 

6,924 Ditto, different places, - 3,460 

Roxlury Camp. Ditto, Roxbury, 3,795 

Colonel Joseph Reed: 12 rooms, that will hold PJ tt0 > {? orc { ■"*%> . " f** 

twenty men each ; 3 rooms in a barrack, hold f>'Uo, btw ell s Point .- - 400 

twentj-five each; 3 rooms, will hold twelve giuo, Glover ^arracks - - - - - - 640 

each ; 7 rooms, eighteen each ; 1 room, twenty- UlUo > Winter-Mill, ^ cu 

five ; 5 rooms, sixteen each ; 3 rooms, ten each ; J5 953 
3 rooms, hold eighty men ; a barrack at Wood- 

Point, for a company and officers; 8 rooms for In the College, t>4U 

officers ;1 room, will hold twenty-five men when In the new College, 640 

fitted,- _ . 797 In the old College, - 240 

Colonel Learned: 51 rooms in different houses, 17,473 

will hold twenty men each, on an average ; 2 North Chapel - 160 

rooms, six men each ; 9 rooms for his officers, - 1032 ' 

Colonel Bailey : 32 rooms, will hold twenty men Privates, - - - - - - -17,633 

each ; 10 rooms for officers, ------ 640 Exclusive of the private houses in Cambridge. 

Colonel Parsons : 3 rooms in a house, hold twen- 

ty men each; 8 rooms in a barrack, twenty 

each ; 2 rooms in ditto, for officers ; 2 rooms in Stephen motlan to major hawlet. 

ditto, twelve each ; 28 huts, hold six men each ; Cambridge, January 24, 177S. 

a house for two sets of officers ; a house for four Sir : I hsrve it in command from his Excellency to send 

sets of officers; 1 room for officers in a house, 412 you herewith a commission, for such person as you may 

Colonel Huntington: The Field and Staff-Officers think qualified to muster the regiment raising in Hamp- 
are quartered in Mr. GoldthwaWs house; 4 shire and Berkshire. As his appointment is for that par- 
rooms in different houses for officers ; a small ticular purpose only, his Excellency is of opinion that you 
barrack for one company of officers; 8 rooms in had better agree with him on the terms on which he is to 
two barracks, for officers, not finished ; 3 rooms, execute this business, and then fill up the blank in the com- 
will hold twenty each, in different houses; 2 mission with his name. The form of a m.uster-roll, is, en- 
rooms, twelve each, in different houses ; 6 rooms . closed. 

in a barrack, twenty each ; a number of huts, that You are referred to the letter for the Committee of Safety 

will hold one hundred and ten men, - - - - 314 for Northampton, which you will now receive, and is open 

Colonel Wyllys: 30 rooms, twenty men each, 600 for your perusal, relative to the pressed men under their 

10 719 care > a ' so > t0 tne restricting the officers to Northampton 

At Dorchester. ' district. 

,-. , . tt7 1 t» 1 ti t. • r c There are, also, two letters, one for Mr. Stanhope, and 

Colonel Ward: Barracks at Fox-Point for forty one for Mr Kni ht> which will , ease tQ forw ^ d with 

men ; houses round, will hold forty more, and the one fm . the Committee of Safety . 

officers ; houses at Preston- Point, hold forty ! have the honQur tQ b A most obedient servant 

men ; 6 rooms in different houses, will hold Stephen Moylan. 

eighteen men each, on an average ; a small house _ , TT , , ., . „ 7 „ , , . 

that will hold sixteen men ; a large house that To the Honourable Major Haivley, Berkshire. 

will hold eighty men and officers; 12 rooms in — 

two barracks, will hold twenty each ; 4 rooms, By His Excellency George Washington, Esq., General 

twenty each, in different houses ; 3 rooms, ten and Commander-in-chief of the Army of the United 

each, ditto; a house that will hold forty men; Colonies. 

a large house that will hold one hundred men, - 814 To RoBEHT Bricket, Gentleman: 

At SewalVs Point. You being recommended to me as a proper person to 

Colonel Prescott : 20 rooms, will hold twenty men muster the Regiment raising by order of the General Court 

each; 12 rooms for officers, 400 °f. this Province, in .the Counties of Hampshire and Berk- 
shire, lor the Continental service, 1 do, therefore, by virtue 

At Cambridge. of the powers and authorities to me given by the Continen- 

Colonel Glover's barracks, improved at present by tal Congress, constitute and appoint yon Commissary for 

Militia: 32 rooms, hold twenty men each; 10 that particular purpose; willing and commanding all offi- 

ditto, for officers, ------.-. 640 cers, soldiers, and persons any ways concerned, to be obe- 

n W H'lJ dient and assisting to you in the execution of this commis- 

Un nmter-HM. sion> JVeither Negroes, (being slaves,) old men, or boys, 

Colonel James Reed: 24 rooms, that will hold unable to bear arms, and to endure the fatigues of the cam- 
twenty men each ; huts that will hold one hun- paign, or persons labouring under any bodily infirmity what- 
dred and sixty men ; 9 rooms for officers, - - 640 soever, are to be allowed to pass muster, of which you are 

Colonel Nixon : 23 rooms, that will hold twenty to take due notice. 

men each; 1 1 ditto, for officers, 460 Given under my hand and seal, at Head-Quarters, Cam- 
Colonel Stark: 27 rooms, that will hold twenty bridge, this 24th day of January, Anno Domini 1776. 
men each, 540 George Washington. 

Colonel Poor : 28 rooms, that will hold twenty 

men each; 12 huls, hold eight men each; 8 

rooms for officers; a house for Field-Officers, - 656 [general Washington] to the committee op safety 

Colonel Hutchinson : 16 rooms, hold twenty men tor Northampton. 

each ; 49 rooms, hold six men each ; 9 rooms, Cambridge, January 24, 1776. 

hold six each ; 2 rooms, for drummers and fifers ; Gentlemen : 1 am commanded by his Excellency Ge- 

12 rooms for officers; 2 rooms, for Doctors and neral _Washington, to inform you, that Major Hawley laid 

Quartermaster ; 1 room for the Adjutant, - - 684 before him your letter of the 4th instant, as to discharging 
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the persons therein mentioned from confinement. His Ex- 
cellency leaves the matter entirely with you, either to do it 
generally, or to give them a permit to work and keep within 
certain limits ; lie thinks before either is granted, that some- 
thing more than bare assertion should be had, to prove that 
they were pressed into the service, and their friendly dis- 
position towards us. There must not be too many instan- 
ces of such indulgence, or we shall have no security for the 
good treatment of our soldiers and citizens that may fall 
into the hands of the Ministerial troops, nor shall we have 
any to give in exchange for them. 

Hi? Excellency, also, received your favour of the 17th 
instant, in answer to which I am to inform you, that it is 
his pleasure, that the gentlemen of the navy under your 
care, should be confined to Northampton, and not to be 
permitted to go out of its limits. W hen he granted them 
permission to go five miles from thence, he did not advert 
to the extent of the towns in these Governments. 
., I am, &c. 
To the Committee of Safety for Northampton. 



GENERAL GATES TO CAPTAIN STANHOPE. 

Head-Quarters, January 24, 1776. 

Sm: ; I am directed by his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
16th instant, requesting leave to go into the town of Bos- 
ton, to solicit the Admiral for your exchange. The Admi- 
ral has already declined every negotiation for exchange of 
prisoners, and has not permitted any money to be sent to 
those gentlemen now in the hands of the United Colonies, 
though frequently acquainted with their necessities, and 
pressed to relieve them. Certain prisoners, taken by a 
Frigate, have been, by the Admiral's order, sent to Eng- 
land; so that it is not now in his power to give any ex- 
change for those in their hands; and from the Admiral's 
behaviour in other matters, it very clearly appears you 
would not be permitted to come back to your parole, 
should his Excellency even allow you to go into the town 
of Boston. These reasons, you must allow, are sufficiently 
convincing, to oblige the General, at present, to decliue 
complying with your request. 

I am, sir, &c, u „ 

' ' ' HORATIO OjATES. 

To Mr. Stanhope. 

GENERAL GATES TO LIEUTENANT KNIGHT. 

Head-Quarters, January 21, 1776. 

Sir : I have this moment wrote to Captain Stanhope, 
and given him, by his Excellency's command, such rea- 
sons for not immediately granting his request, as cannot but 
be satisfactory; the same reasons, you will clearly see, hold 
good with respect to you. The General is truly concern- 
ed it is not at present in his power to grant you leave to 
go to Nova-Scotia to your family; the first moment that it 
can be done with propriety, you may be assured that indul- 
gence will be granted. 

When his Excellency granted you the district of the 
town of Northampton, and five miles around, for your place 
of confinement, he understood that Northampton and Had- 
ley were towns like those to the southward, of moderate 
extent ; since, upon better information, he finds that each 
of those towns contain a district of a very large extent of 
country. He directs me to acquaint you, and desires you 
vvjll acquaint all the gentlemen upon their parole at either 
of thosejowns, that they must keep themselves within the 
legal limits of the town they live in. The Committee of 
Safety at Northampton and Hadley have, by this convey- 
ance, received his orders upon this head. I have regularly 
forwarded all letters to and from Boston, that you or any 
of the gentlemen have sent to Head-Quarters. 

I am, sir, &c, 



able to a summons, to answer sundry charges lodged against 
him, which are as follows: "That he had been guilty of 
having a subscription ball ; that he assured his subscribers, 
that if the Committee should notice it he would take the 
whole blame on himself; and that he had allowed gaming 
in his house." Which charges being examined into, were 
sufficiently proved ; but the said Bennet White declaring 
his uneasiness for having done any thing that had caused 
the displeasure of the Committee, begged that they would 
pass it over as the first offence, and that he would pay the 
strictest regard to the Association in future, as well as de- 
mean himself in every respect, a firm friend to the rights 
of America. These concessions being deemed satisfactory, 
Mr. White was discharged from further prosecution. 
Extract from the Proceedings : 

William Bentley, Chrk. 



PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for the County of 
Prince Edward, January 25, 1776. 

John Hamblin, an inhabitant of this County, having 
been summoned to appear before this Committee in conse- 
quence of an information lodged against the said Hamblin, 
as having acted as an enemy to the American cause, ap- 
peared, and acknowledged that once he was unfriendly to 
the measures adopted in America; but, that since he had 
been convinced of his error, and would, for the future, con- 
duct himself, on every occasion, as a friend to his country, 
as far as his abilities would permit him, and hoped for the for- 
giveness of this Committee and his countrymen in general ; 
and promised willingly, to sign the Association of the ho- 
nourable the Continental Congress, which he had, hitherto, 
refused. 

Resolved, That from the contrition of the said Hamb- 
lin, he be, for the future, considered as a friend to his 
country, and he is recommended to the publick for their 
forgiveness. 

John Nash, Jun., Chairman pro tempore. 

Benjamin Lawson, Clerk. 



To Mr. John Knight. 



II. Gates. 



HANOVER COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee appointed and held Cor Hanover Coun- 
ty, at the Court-House, on Thursday, the 25th of Janua- 
ry, 1776. 

Bennet White appeared before the Committee, agree- 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, Philadelphia, January 25, 1776. 

The present Committee, having been chosen to serve 
till the 16th day of February, and no longer, recommend 
to the Freeholders and Electors of the City and Liberties, 
to meet at the State-House on that day, at ten o'clock, 
before noon, to proceed to the election by ballot of a new 
Committee, to consist of one hundred members, viz: For 
the City, seventy-six ; for the Northern- Liberties, twelve ; 
and for Soutkwark, twelve; who are to serve for six 
months. 

And that the election may be conducted agreeable to 
the intention of the Congress, in their resolution directing 
a Committee to be chosen in every city, fcc, "by persons 
having a right to vote for Representatives in Assembly," 
the Committee recommend to the electors in the several 
Wards and Districts, that they meet on the 15th of said 
month, between the hours of two and four o'clock in the 
afternoon, in their respective Wards and Districts, to 
choose an Inspector from each, to superintend the Gene- 
ral Election. 

And the following gentlemen are appointed to attend, 
and conduct the proceedings, at the nouses herein men- 
tioned, in the different Wards and Liberties, and to notify 
the persons chosen thereof, viz : 

Northern Liberties: At Jeremiah Baker's; Major 
Coats, Captain Williams. 

Mulberry Ward : At Peter Hayes's; G. Schlosser,J. 
Shreiner, 

Upper Delaware: At the New Ferry; Captain Fur- 
man, S. Massey. 

North Ward : At Razors' s ; Captain Wilcocks,B. Uar- 
beson. 

High Street: At Whitehead's ; Major Bayard,W. Ball. 

Middle Ward : At . . . . ; B . Marshall, J. Cresson. 

South Ward: At M. Duffs; S. Ddaney, J. Reed. 

Lower Delaware : At Robert Turner's; Captain Pryor, 
C. Massey. 
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Chesnut Ward : At Captain Bradford's Book Store ; 

Colonel Dean, Caplain Bradford. 
Walnut Ward; At the Fish-House; Captain Willing, 

J. Millegan. 
Dock Ward : At Allen Moore's ; Captain Moulder, J. 

fVitherilt. 
Southwahk : At ....... ; Captain Alexander, S. 

Engles. 

To the Inspectors so chosen, it is, also, recommended, 
that they meet at the State-House, one hour before the 
General Election shall begin, and make choice of three re- 
putable Freeholders, to assist in conducting the election 
agreeable to the laws of this Province, and of so many Clerks 
as may be deemed necessary; the said Inspectors, Judges, 
and Clerks, before they proceed to open the election, de- 
claring, upon their honour, in the presence of at least three 
of the above-mentioned Ward Inspectors, that they will 
superintend this election, during the continuance of it, and 
conduct it to the best of their judgment, and, as near as 
may be, according to the act of Assembly for regulating 
elections, &c, passed 25 George II. And that if any per- 
son shall offer a vole, who is not known to some one of 
them to have a right to vote, they will require of him, in- 
stead of an oath, a solemn declaration, upon honour, of his 
having a right to vote for Members of Assembly, and in- 
form him, at the same lime, that, if it shall appear, hereaf- 
ter, that he has declared falsely, he shall be publickly ad- 
vertised in the newspapers, as having abused and insulted 
his distressed country. 

The Inspectors shall then proceed to receive th 



I write, by this opportunity, to Colonel Maxwell, to sti- 
mulate him, and 1 hope you will give him all the aid in your 
power. I am, &c, JoHN Hancock, President. 

To the Committee of Trenton, New-Jersey. 



PRESIDENT OP CONGRESS TO COLONEL MAXWELL, 

Philadelphia, January 25, 1776. • 

Sir: When the Congress, on the 8th instant, ordered 
your battalion to march to Canada, they appointed a Com- 
mittee to inquire what was wanting to fit them for the 
march. 

The Committee having taken time to make the neces- 
sary inquiry, made report on the 10th, "That, before your 
battalion could be fit to march, the following articles ought 
to be provided, viz: six hundred and eighty-eight haver- 
sacks ; six hundred and eighty-eight cartouch-boxes„ ajuj 
cross-belts ; six hundred and eighty-eight tomahawks ; six-" 
ty-four pitching-axes, and nine baggage-wagons." 

No notice being taken of arms, blankets, or clothing, it 
was presumed your troops were properly supplied with 
these articles. In order, therefore, that the articles want- 
ing might be provided, they immediately ordered a. very 
considerable sum to be put into the hands of Mr. Lowrey\ 
with orders to purchase the same, and to pay the men up 
to the 1st of February, deducting out of their pay the price 
of the articles furnished the men, more than what was al- 
lowed in lieu of bounty. 

By these means, the Congress expected your battalion 
would have been properly equipped, and that the first com- 



e votes 

of the Freeholders, &c, qualified to vote for Members of . ,, ,■ • ' ,- • • ,, , ; mm „j;„, r„" n r 
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General Assembly, within the limits aforesaid and, having r J , ■ -° . J ' 

- - •" ■ - . ■■ -° dered to set out on their march. 



received all such votes as may be offered, agreeable to the 
above regulations, shall, about eight o'clock in the evening, 
give the usual notice, that the election will be closed in half 
an hour, and shall close it, accordingly, if no persons quali- 
fied shall then appear to give a vote, or as soon after as 
they shall find no votes appear. 

Having closed the election, and counted off the tickets 
carefully, and determined who are duly elected to be of 
said Committee, the Inspectors and Judges shall make out 
and certify two complete lists of the Committee so chosen, 
and deliver one to the printer of that newspaper in which it 
can be first published, together with a request to that Com- 
mittee, to meet on the day of said publication, at the Philo- 
sophical Society's Hall, at five o'clock, P. M., to proceed 
on the duty for which they were elected ; the other copy 
to be given to the Chairman of the present Committee. 

Agreeable to the inclination of the electors of the Nor- 
thern Liberties and Southwark, it is proposed, that the 
Members for the City, the Northern Liberties, and Souili- 
wark, shall be balloted for in three distinct tickets, by the 
electors of each District, severally. By order of the Com- 
mittee for the City and Liberties of Philadelphia. 

J. B. Smith, Secretary. 



The urgency of the service requires that your battalion 
should begin their march with all possible expedition. It 
will be vain to send men without arms ; but, as the Com- 
mittee of Trenton have informed Congress that arms can 
be purchased, I have, by this opportunity, transmitted to 
them, by order oj Congress, four thousand dollars /or the 
purchase of suitable arms, and have desired them to take 
rneasnres for supplying you with blankets. I hope I need 
not use arguments to stimulate you in this matter. 

I would only observe, and have you take notice, that it 
is the desire of Congress that you would send forward the 
first company that can be got ready, and that it be follow- 
ed by the other companies, one at a time, as fast as they 
can be provided with necessaries, without waiting till the 
whole are equipped. 1 am, &ic, 

John Hancock, President. 
To Colonel Maxwell. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO COMMITTEE OF TRENTON, 
NEW-JERSEY. 

Philadelphia, January 25, 1776. 

Gentlemen: Your letter of the 23d being received, 
was immediately communicated to the Congress. 

The necessity of the service requires that Colonel Max- 
well's Regiment should march as soon as possible. When 
the orders were first given for their march, inquiry was 
made what articles were wanting, and a considerable sum 
of money was lodged in the hands of Mr. Loivrey, for 
providing the same ; but, as arms and blankets were not 
mentioned, the Congress have ordered a draft in your fa- 
vour for the sum of four thousand dollars, to purchase arms 
(which you say may be had for money) for such as want 
them. 

I would just observe, that in order to supply the batta- 
lion ordered to march from Pennsylvania, the Committee 
of Inspection, of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, 
went round from house to house, and procured blankets 
from the inhabitants. 

I trust neither you, nor the inhabitants of your Colony, 
will be behind your neighbours in zeal for the cause of your 
country. The owners of the blankets will be allowed the 
value of them, according to your estimation. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. it. 54 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THOMAS LOWREY, 

Philadelphia, January 25, 1776. 

Sir : On the 1 1 th instant, there was a draft on the Trea- 
sury in your favour, for thirty-five thousand dollars, out of 
which you were directed to provide sundry articles want- 
ing for the Second New-Jersey Battalion, which was or- 
dered to march to Canada. 

By a letter this day received from Colonel Maxwell, the 
Congress are informed that the articles are not yet pro- 
vided. 

The necessity of the service requires that the battalion 
should march with all possible expedition. I am, there- 
fore, directed to press you to exert your utmost endeavours 
to provide the articles, and facilitate the march of the com- 
panies, as fast as they can be got ready, by all the mearis 
in your power. 1 am, &c, 

John Hancock, President. 
To Mr. Thomas Lowrey. 



COLONEL ROBERDEAU TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Half past five o'clock, P. M., January 25, 1776. 

Sir: I have the honour of the commands of Congress 
through you this moment, [for placing a guard over Ge- 
neral Prescott and Captain Chace,] and shall not fail in 
duty. 

I am, most respectfully, sir, your most obedient, humble 



servant, 



Daniel Roberdeau. 



To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 
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THOMAS LOWRET TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Road January 27, 1776.] 

Perth-Amboy, January 25, 1776. 

Sir: Give me leave to congratulate you and your ho- 
nourable House on the success of Lord Stirling, by the 
capture of the transport-ship, Blue-Mountain- Valley, Cap- 
tain Dempster, the particulars of which Lord Stirling writes 
you by this conveyance. I was on board the ship last eve- 
ning, in Amboy-Bay. Some of the sailors informed one of 
our men that there was a quantity of arms and ammunition 
in the hold. The ship is now gone up to Elizabethtown- 
Point, to wait your orders. 

The bearer, Mr. Barbaric, is owner of a sloop which 
was taken off Sandy-Hook by some of the men-of-war's 
tenders, and retaken on her passage to Boston, by Captain 
Manly, or some other New- England Captain. Mr. Bar- 
barie is looked upon as friendly to our cause, and now goes 
down for instructions from Congress, how to proceed to re- 
gain his sloop and cargo. 

I am, with due respect, sir, your most obedient, humble 

servant ' Thomas Lowrey. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. A number of our Militia, with three companies of 
Lord Stirling's regiment, are on Long-Island, and are dis- 
arming the Tories, without opposition. We expect them 
back in a few days. 

WILLIAM DE HART TO SAMUEL TUCKER. 

Statcn-Island, January 25, 177G. 

Dear Sir: I am now on my return from Long-Island, 
and expect to see you at Elizabethtown to-morrow morn- 
ing. All our men are well, no accident by land or water, 
nor the appearance of it. I could not join Colonel Heard, 
at Bergen town, by reason of excessive weather and dis- 
tance, of bad roads, and late at night, and pointed in the 
boats (or Paul us- Hook, but was unable to reach it, by rea- 
son of the high wind, and obliged to put into New- York, 
where I provided good quarters for our men in tlje barracks. 
Early next morning I proceeded to join Colonel Heard, 
who I came up with about four miles out of town. But a 
few of Colonel Heard's Militia having come up, I was ob- 
liged to quarter our men at Hellgate, and the next day got 
as far as Jamaica, staid there two days, and then marched 
to Hempstead , and staid at that place two days more, when 
we joined,' which I think might have been much earlier. 
Discovered that a much smaller number might answer 
our purpose, and Colonel Heard proposed to me to sepa- 
rate, which I humbly agreed to, andjnformed him of my 
approbation of going or staying, as might be most agree- 
able to him ; but suggested the hint, as less troops might 
serve, which would be less expensive to the Continent. 
However, he informed me that it was a Militia business, 
and it was most proper for them to stay, and ordered me 
to return home, which I heartily consented with, and left 
him last Wednesday, with about six or seven hundred Mili- 
tia at Hempstead, where great numbers of Tories were 
every hour coming in, and delivering up their arms with- 
out the least appearance of opposition. I suppose they 
rnay deliver up about five hundred arms, and if they 
transport them by water, they may be worth the 
freight. 

I have the happiness of informing you, that our men 
have behaved with the greatest degree of civility towards 
the inhabitants of Long-Island, but some little complaint 
happened about some New- York Volunteers, which, upon 
examining into, proved of very little consequence. I am 
now happy in returning from a place being deserving of 
correction, and effected with so little difficulty, from the 
consideration of their being our neighbours. 

I am your Lordship's most humble servant, 

William De Hart. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OT CONGRESS. 

{Read February 2, and referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. E. Rutledge, and 
Mr. McKean.] 

Albany, January 25, 1776. 

Sir: I have this moment received a letter from General 
Wooster, copy of which, with copies of sundries enclosed, 
I now do myself the honour to transmit to you. I shall 



order him to send every person from Canada that may be 
dangerous to our cause if left in that country. 

From General Wooster's letter one would be led to ima- 
gine that I had sent back vast numbers of dangerous per- 
sons ; he has before wrote to me on the occasion with an 
unbecoming jubacity. I, therefore, trouble you with the 
detail. Sears, whom he mentions, was sent to me from 
Connecticut with a recommendation from the Committee 

of to permit him to return to Canada, which I 

did, ordering him to wait on the commanding officer ; Cap- 
tain Goodwin and Lieutenant Schalk I permitted to re- 
main at Ticondcroga at the request of General Montgome- 
ry, until they could be informed if their wives and children, 
whom they had left at Quebeck, were gone to England, or 
had come to Chambly. If to the latter, then he wished 
they might be permitted to return and convey them into 
these Colonies. They, their wives and children, are now 
at Chambly. Mr. McCullough, a Commissary, was another, 
a widower, who had left four small children in Canada, and 
whom I likewise permitted to return on the same account ; 
these, together with the Canadian peasants taken at St. 
John's are all that I recollect to have sent back, and not 
even the last without the approbation of General Mont- 
gomery first had. The peasantry were too insignificant 
to have any influence, and there seemed at that time little 
danger from the others, and yet I took the precaution of 
their word of honour, not to say any thing on the subject 
of the controversy. If they have abused my confidence 
they are scoundrels, and I will treat them accordingly, 
without repenting that I gave them the indulgence, for 
that was an act of humanity. If they are not culpable 
they are injured, and I too. I shall sift the matter to the 
bottom, and my resentment, without any kind of exception, 
shall be experienced by those that deserve it. 

I have just received at letter from Colonel Warner, of 
which the following is a copy : 

" Bennington, January 22, 1776. 

"Sir: My prospect in raising men seems very encour- 
aging, one hundred and upwards I have sent forward ; a 
number more is ready to march soon. I have twelve com- 
panies raising, though the men shall be sent forward as 
fast as possible. More money is necessary, as I have paid 
the chief out that I received. Two companies more I ex- 
pect to raise, as they have sent me they wish to engage. 
Major Safford will be the receiver of what money will be 
disbursed for said purpose. From your humble servant, 

" Seth Warner." 

In answer to this 1 sent the following, which I showed 

to Mr. Livingston our brother delegate, and of which he 

approved. 

" Albany, January 25, 1776. 

" Sir : Major Safford has delivered me your letter of 
the 22d instant. I was in hopes that by that time a much 
larger number of men had marched than what you men- 
tion ; the bounty I promised was in consideration of their 
immediately marching ; when, therefore, as many men are 
actually marched, (which I expect will be without delay,) 
as I gave you the bounty for, I shall furnish you with a 
further sum to send as many more as will amount to a re- 
giment on the present Continental establishment, which is 
seven hundred and twenty men, officers included ; but I do 
expect that the whole will march by the 1st day of Febru- 
ary ; such as are not marched by that time will not be en- 
titled to any part of the bounty." 

January 26. — I was last night informed that the better 
part of the troops to be raised in the County of Berkshire 
were already marched. I have sent Governour Trumbull 
a return of the arms that were delivered into store by the 
men raised in the Colony of Connecticut — he cannot fur- 
nish the regiment raising there, and I propose to return 
those arms, or a like number, that they may not be a Colo- 
nial charge against the Continent. 

I am, sir, most sincerely, your obedient, humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c, Stc, &c. 

Montreal, January 14, 1776. 
Sir : Your letter of the 31st ultimo, I received per post, 
also a number of letters for General Montgomery, all of 
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which I opened, not knowing but they might contain some- 
thing of a publick nature. The private letters I shall en- 
close with this. You will, doubtless, send them to his 
friends. 

I am glad to hear that we may soon expect a Pay- 
master. We have drained our friends here of most of 
their cash, and it is next to impossible to do any thing with- 
out it. 

Some of the persons you have sent back have really 
behaved very illy; one Sears especially, whom I have now 
in confinement, immediately upon coming into the coun- 
try, circulated a report, that the Colonies had given over 
the thoughts of keeping this Province ; that there were 
no soldiers at Ticonderoga or Fort- George, nor any ex- 
pected, and so few at St. John's that it would be an 
easy matter to take it, and indeed all the rest ; a story 
very illy calculated for us in our present delicate situation. 
Some others of the prisoners which were sent back, 1 hear 
have made themselves very busy in reporting stories to our 
prejudice. I shall, therefore, be obliged to return to you 
some of them, and perhaps some others, ringleaders of 
the Tories in this country, with the prisoners who were left 
here, in a few days. 

The four fusils taken by Major Lockwood, are put up 
in a box, according to capitulation, and are now at St. 
John's ready to be sent over the Lakes. It was a mistake 
of Colonel Flemming's, or the fusils would have been taken 
from all the officers. 

They capitulated upon the same conditions as the gar- 
rison of St. John's, and if you look into that, you will see 
that the officers were all allowed their side-arms ; but their 
fire-arms were to be put up in a box and delivered to them 
when these unhappy disputes were ended, unless they chose 
to dispose of them before. 

1 have great hopes, however arduous and difficult it may 
be, that our little army at Quebeck will keep up the block- 
ade till they can be relieved, provided a reinforcement is 
sent on in a short time. I have sent them an hundred and 
twenty men from this garrison, which was all that could 
with prudence be spared. Colonel Clinton has gone down 
with Mr. Price. 1 dare say they will take every possible 
measure for the safety of the army, and preserving the 
blockade. I enclose you copies of two letters from Col- 
onel Arnold, with the translation of one sent by Lanau- 
diere out of Quebeck, received since my last. 

Just after Mr. Antill left this place, 1 despatched an ex- 
press to Onion River, in order to get a reinforcement from 
the Green- Mountain Boys. I wrote to Colonel fVarner 
in the most pressing manner to bring a regiment into this 
Province, and remain here under Continental pay till they 
can be relieved, a measure which the present exigency, I 
think, will justify. Whether they will come or not you 
know is uncertain. 

Quebeck is strongly fortified, and so well stored with 
provisions, that many think they will be able to hold out 
till they can be relieved in the Spring. It is a great chance 
if they do not make out to get in some provisions, should 
the river there break up, before our army can be aug- 
mented. 

How then are we to take the place? We have at St. 
John's two twenty-four pounders, brass. I understand they 
have a number of thirty-two pounders at New- York. Will 
it not be well to send for them (if the heavy cannon are 
taken from Ticonderoga and Fort-George,) and with such 
mortars as you have, with proper ball, shells, Sic. Sic, 
send them forward as quick as possible. I am of the opi- 
nion, that heavy cannon will be necessary in taking of that 
place. I wrote you in my last, that we had but a trifle of 
powder. We have at Quebeck a howitzer which throws 
an eight-inch shell. I am informed that one Pelissicr, at 
Three-Rivers, can cast shells, shot, &c, of any size ; but 
whether he will be able to do it soon enough, 1 cannot yet 
find out. 

All kinds of liquors and West-India goods, are so ex- 
travagantly dear hear, that I am confident they may be 
brought over the Lakes to great advantage. 

In order, therefore, in some measure, to reinedy the 
great difficulty in procuring hard cash, suppose rum and 
sugar should be forwarded for the soldiers, and a number 
of Sutlers should be encouraged to come over with every 
kind of article wantedin the Army, for which we are obliged 



to pay hard money here at the most extravagant rates. The 
Sutlers would be able to sell them to us full as low, and 
many things much lower, and take in pay Continental mo- 
ney. The people in the country seeing the money pass 
freely among us, perhaps will be induced to give it a cur- 
rency. 

By the enclosed letters, especially the one which was 
wrote in French to General Montgomery while he was at 
Quebeck, and before the unhappy defeat, (since when, our 
enemies are more bold in their measures against us,) you 
will see the great necessity of sending many of (heir lead- 
ers out of the Province, and of forwarding a reinforcement 
immediately, not only for continuing the blockade of Qwe- 
beck, but for preserving the country. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

David Wooster. 
To General Schuyler. 

Holland- House, January 4, 1776. 

Dear General: A person going to Three-Rivers pre- 
sents an opportunity of informing you that nothing of con- 
sequence has happened since I wrote you yesterday morn- 
ing. We have a number of Canadians joined us, most of 
them without arms, which are much wanted. I make no 
doubt you will send all you possibly can, with three or 
four hundred pair of snow shoes, a few barrels of sugar for 
the Hospital, and fifty light shovels. 

Our cash is nearly expended. Enclosed is a letter I re- 
ceived this minute from Montreal. I have sent back Lieut. 
Hull, but detained his party at Point-aux-Trembhs. He 
has in charge Captain Belat, the villain who destroyed the 
powder; he has behaved exceedingly ill here. I think it 
necessary to confine him in Montreal, or send him into the 
Colonies. I must also beg leave to observe, the lenity 
shown to our prisoners heretofore in Montreal and places 
adjacent — it may be justified by principles of humanity 
at the lime, under our present circumstances would be 
highly imprudent and dangerous. It is my opinion that 
every soul who were in office at the reduction of the coun- 
try, and others who are looked upon as inimical, should be 
immediately sent over the Lake without respect of persons. 
If they are suffered to remain in the country, and we de- 
feated, the consequence will probably be the loss of the 
whole country. You will be good enough to .excuse the 
incorrectness of my letter, which I am obliged to write lying 
on my back. Jf there is any absent officers belonging to 
the regiment here, perhaps it may further the. service to 
order them to join immediately. Colonel Nicholas went 
from this yesterday morning for Montreal, without liberty 
or taking leave. 

I am, dear General, with esteem, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

To General Wooster. 

P. S. I hope you will think it necessary to send back 
every soldier who has deserted from us under pretence of 
his time being out. B. A. 

Holland-House, January 5, 1776. 

Dear General.: Last night, a faithful Acadian, be- 
longing to our train of artillery, and who was taken pri- 
soner in the unhappy affair of the 31st, was sent out of 
town by Carlcton and Latiaudiere, with the enclosed note 
and seal, previous to which he was terrified with threats of 
being hanged, and when thought a true convert, he was 
told to carry the note to one Mange, at Verrenne, who 
was to raise two hundred men, &c The seal was to be 
delivered to Mr. Jacob Jordan, the King's Cornijiissary at 
Montreal. This the man seemed to consent to, when they 
promised him his fortune should be made. He was fur- 
ther ordered to call on the Captains of Militia on his way 
up, and endeavour to prevail on them to raise jheir, Pa- 
rishes against us ; the needful to be done in. consequence 
of this intelligence, I have no occasion to mention. I make 
no doubt of your sending those people out of the way of 
danger and mischief. Every thing remains quiet here at 
present. I believe the enemy dare not venture.out, though 
they threaten it. I pray God they may not, for we are in 
a miserable condition to receive them. 

We have brought three pieces of cannon from our battery. 
I intend getting the whole here as soon as possible, for de- 



B. Arnold, Colonel, fyc. 
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fending oiir Magazine. As there were several French pri- 
sWers in town, who will, doubtless, be tampered with, and 
rffay hot be proof against their artifice, 1 have thought pro- 
per to send an express, on purpose that you may guard 
against their plots. I find, by an exact return made the 
2d instant, we have not quite eight hundred men, including 
Colonel ' Livingston's Regiment of about two hundred. 
Some of the country people have come in to our assist- 
ance. In general, they appear friendly, and concerned for 
tfs; maTfyoffer to join us who have no arms. 1 have given 
out several commissions to the inhabitants, who are raising 
men. We are entirely out of lead. Enclosed is a list of 
sundry articles much wanted, which, with such as have 
been wrote for before, I make no doubt you will order as 
soon as may be. 1 am very anxious to see you here. 
The burden lies very heavy on me, considering my present 
circumstances; I find myself unequal to the task. My 
wound is in a fair way and less painful. 1 hope the ex- 
press will meet you on your way down, and am, very re- 
spectfully, dear General, your most obedient and very 
humble servant, B. Arnou>, CWoneZ, frc. 

To General Wooster. 

We have drubbed the Rebels. We have taken seven 
hundred killed, wounded and prisoners, and their General, 
Montgomery. It remains with you to completely drive 
away our enemies. We fear nothing here, and will soon 
give you proofs, my dear fellow-citizens. Signalize your- 
selves to retrieve the honour of the Canadians, and to gain 
ijvery happiness to your Parish. The others will all fol- 
low your example. Two hundred men will destroy the 
remains of these miserable wretches, for you will raise all 
{he other Parishes coming down. 

Lanaudiere, Jun. 

The 4th, in the evening. 

SPEECH TO THE SIX NATIONS SENT Br MR. DEANE, JANU- 
ARY 21, 1776. 

Brothers, Sachems, and Warriors of the Six-Nations : 

When we had the pleasure of meeting you last at Albany, 
we promised to send our brother Deane to you, that when 
any thing happened he might inform you, that no false re- 

i>orts, contrived by wicked men, might come to your ears. 
le now carries you a belt with this speech ; open your 
ears and listen attentively to what he shall say, for he re- 
peats my words. 

Brothers, oor great Council at Philadelphia have been 
informed that many wicked men, in the County of Tryon, 
Were preparing themselves for war against us — that they 
had procured arms, and would attack us with the first fa- 
vourable opportunity. They ordered me to inquire into 
the matter, and told me that I must carry up my warriors, 
that I might \>e able to secure some of the head men 
amongst them, and disarm the others. 

Brothers, when I received this order from our Great 
Council-Fire, I said to myself, our brothers, the Mohawks, 
will be alarmed to see so many warriors march into the 
country in which they live; I must, therefore, send them 
a speech and belt, which 1 did by Mr. Bleecker, and I de- 
sired that our brothers, the Mohawks, would send it on to 
the end of the house of the Six Nations. When I had 
taken this precaution, that our brothers, the Mohawks, 
might not be offended, I marched my warriors up to Sche- 
nectady ; from thence 1 sent a letter to Sir John Johnson, 
informing him that I would settle the matter without shed- 
ding blood if I could, and, therefore, invited him to meet 
me. He accordingly came, and we had an interview in a 
Sffiall house near by Colonel Johnson's, and there I pro- 
posed terms of peace and reconciliation, and desired his, 
answer by the next night. When his answer came, it did 
hot please me, and I sent three of our counsellors to bring 
him to reason, for my warriors grew very impatient, and 
I did not 'want that his blood should be shed. He grew 
wise, at last, and consented that all the Scotch people 
should be disarmed, and that I should take six of them pri- 
soners, and that he would not interfere if I disarmed his 
other friends, who had hostile designs against us. 

Brothers, our brothers, the Mohawks, desired me to 
show some kindness to Sir John. I was glad that they 



asked the favour, because I knew that he had relations 
amongst them, and that I might have an opportunity of 
showing my respect to our Mohawk brethren, and I grant- 
ed it. But, brothers, he did not deserve it, for we found 
out that he had given guns to the Scotch people, and to 
many others who were not onr friends, and had prepared 
his great guns. I could hardly restrain my warriors when 
they found he had done this. The designs of which said 
military preparations, they judged, were intended against 
them. But as I had given my word that he should not be 
hurt, provided he delivered up the guns and cannon, my 
warriors did not touch him, and he is now safe at home, 
and I and my warriors are returning home. 

Brothers, I have thus opened the path of peace which 
we promised you last Summer should be kept open, and 
which these wicked men designed to stop up, that we might 
not any more eat, and drink, and smoke with our loving 
brothers, the Six Nations. It is now again clear, and no 
obstacles remain, and we can go to you and you can come 
to us. 

Brothers, your brother, Mr. Deane, will inform you of 
my kind expressions and intentions towards all my breth- 
ren of the Six Nations ; and I now again assure you, on 
the behalf of the Thirteen United Colonies, that they love 
and respect you, and will strictly abide by every agree- 
ment they have made, and they have not the least doubt 
but you will faithfully perform the same. 

Farewell, brothers. May God keep you in his protec- 
tion, and make you a happy people. 



GOVERNOtTR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, January 25, 1776. 

Sir: I have consulted the General Committee upon {he 
subject of your letter of the 16th instant. For many years 
past the inhabitants of this Colony, surrounded on the land 
side by Connecticut and the Massachusetts- Bay , thinking 
themselves in a perfect state of security, entirely neglect- 
ed military discipline, and disposed of their arms so gene- 
rally, that, at the breaking out of the present war, the Co- 
lony was, in a manner, disarmed. We have taken every 
method in onr power by purchasing, by employing manu- 
facturers, and by importation, to procure a sufficient quan- 
tity, but are still so deficient that the same arms which 
have been rated at six and eight dollars, at Cambridge, 
are readily bought here at ten and twelve. Indeed, we 
shall scarcely be able to find arms for the troops we have 
ordered to be raised for our immediate defence. Besides 
which, the peculiar situation of the Colony requires that 
every man in it should be furnished ; and the Assembly 
have, accordingly, ordered that every man should be fur- 
nished by the 15th day of April next, under severe pe- 
nalties. In these circumstances I do not think your Excel- 
lency can depend upon any supplies of muskets from this 
Colony. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your Excellency's' most 

obedient, humble servant, w ^ 

' Nicholas Cooke. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO G0VERNOUR TRUMBULL, 

Cambridge, January 25, 1776. 

Sir: I received your favour of the 22d instant, and am 
much obliged by your assurance that the three regiments 
of Militia for tills camp will be raised as fast as possible; 
they are much wanted. I wish it was in my power to fa- 
cilitate their march, by sending a necessary supply of mo- 
ney for it ; but it is not, as our Treasury is exhausted. I 
hope in a little time it will be replenished, with a sufficient 
sum to answer every demand. 

I am sorry that arms are so scarce with you that none 
can be furnished on account of the Continent, at this cri- 
tical period. I know not what will be done. Those of the 
three regiments they will be allowed to carry away, when 
their service is ended, unless they choose to sell them. I 
will gladly buy, but never had an idea of detaining them 
against their consent. 

For the arms which were detained and appraised, I have 
given warrants to the several Colonels to whose regiments 
they belonged, upon the Paymaster-General, as fast as the 
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number and value have been brought in, and will take care 
to have a return made to you. 

I am, &c., George Washington. 

To Goyernour Trumbull. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO WILLIAM WATSON. 

Cambridge, January 25, 1776. 

Sir: Your letter to his Excellency of the 23d instant, 
is come to hand, by Lieutenant Wigglesuiorth. His conduct 
respecting Mr. Dote, in giving up the First Lieutenancy to 
him, will be taken due notice of on a future occasion. He 
carries the commissions and cartridge-paper. 

The General doubts not your endeavouring to get out as 
soon as possible. Yours, &c. 
To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



JOSEPH ROBSO.V TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY OF MARYLAND, 

Cambridge, January 26, 1 776. 

Gentlemen: I observe, by a resolve of the late Con- 
vention, that the Minute-Company of Dorchester County, 
which I have the honour to command, is ordered to march 
down into Virginia; and, as the gentleman who was my 
First Lieutenant has thought proper to resign his commis- 
sion, 1 have herewith enclosed it to you. Lest you should 
be unacquainted with a person suitable to fill that station, 
have, in some measure, thought it my duty to inform ; with 
your approbation, could wish it supplied by the appoint- 
ment of him who now acts as my Second Lieutenant, Mr. 
Moses lie Compte, Jun.; and, if your Honours have not in 
view a person more worthy to act as Second Lieutenant, 
take the liberty of naming Mr. Matthias Traverse, if you 
approve of him. 

I am, gentlemen, with due respect, your obedient, hum- 
ble servant, T -n 

' Joseph Hobson. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety. 

P. S. As I cannot possibly march until the officers are 
complete, I hope the messenger will be despatched as 
quick as possible. 

JOHN HANCOCK TO GENERAL LEE. 

Philadelphia, January 26, 1776. 

Sir: This morning I was favoured with your letter, by 
express, which 1 laid before Congress, in consequence of 
which they have appointed a Committee of three of their 
Members, viz : Colonel Harrison, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. 
Allen, immediately to repair to Neiv-York, and confer 
with you and the Committee of Safety of that Colony on 
the subject of your letter, which supersedes the necessity of 
my being particular, as I must refer you to those, genfje- 
men. 

I have only to add my best wishes for your health, and 
that success may attend your important exertions. 

I have the honour to be, with esteem, sir, your most 
obedient, humble servant, 

John Hancock, President. 

To the Honourable Major-General Lee. 



JOHN GRAHAM TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Guard-Room, Upper Barracks, January 26, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Please to pardon my intrusion of the fol- 
lowing- lines, as I am one of the unfortunate among man- 
kind, and my health so much impaired that this close con- 
finement, I find, daily drives a nail in my coffin. 

I hope you will take the above into your wise considera- 
tion, and set me at liberty; or, should these unhappy times 
determine it otherwise, if it should seem meet, grant me 
the parole, 

1 am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most 
obedient, humble servant, Jqhn QnAHX ^ 

P. S. I wrote a letter, dated 23d instant, to Colonel 
McDougall, setting forth the reason of my going in that 
sloop that was cast away on Squan-Beach, New-Jersey, 
the 23d December, 1775, which was matter of fact, which 
I hope has appeared before the honourable Committee. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER IN THE EXPEDI- 
TION ON LONG-ISLAND, DATED AT JERICHO, JANUARY 26, 
1776. 

We set out from Woodbridge on Wednesday, the 17th 
instant, with about six hundred Militia, and were joined, at 
New- York, with a detachment from Lord Stirling's batta- 
lion, consisting of near three hundred, and on Friday morn- 
ing we crossed, with all our troops, at Hoi'n.e's- Hook, near 
Heltgate, and met with no opposition ; proceeded on our 
way to Jamaica, took in custody some of the principal per- 
sons proscribed, sent out parties and brought in many of 
those who voted against sending Delegates, disarmed them, 
and required them to sign an obligation we had drawn up, 
in which we enjoin them not to oppose either the Conti- 
nental or Provincial Congresses, but to be subject to them, 
and not aid pr assist the Ministerial ,troops in the present 
contest. 

From Jamaica we went to Hempstead town, where we 
expected the warmest opposition, but were disappointed, 
for the inhabitants came in and brought in their arms volun- 
tarily, for two days, as fast as we could conveniently re- 
ceive them. We have got about three hundred stand of 
arms, and a considerable quantity of powder and lead. We 
are now on our way to Oyster-Bay, and shall scour the 
country as we go, and shall exert ourselves to discharge the 
trust enjoined on us. 

Colonel Heard- sent the detachment home last Tuesday, 
as he thought the Militia sufficient. He is indefatigable in 
discharging his duty, treats the inhabitants with civility and 
the utmost humanity, and even the delinquents express 
themselves well pleased that a detachment of Jerseymen 
(and not of New- England) were sent to disarm thejn. 
Many of those who were proscribed as principals have 
either fled or secreted themselves ; several we have in cus- 
tody. Some others, I believe, are yet to be had ; but, by 
some means or other, they have had a list of the persons 
pointed out as principals before our arrival. We are ma- 
king inquiry how they got their intelligence, but are not yet 
informed. Those that have come in and surrendered their 
arms, are much irritated with those who have led them to 
make opposition, and have deserted therji in (he day of 
difficulty. I conceive they will be as safe, if not safer, in 
our custody than at present among their neighbours, of 
which some of them seem very apprehensive, and com- 
plain that they have met with insults already. 



DECLARATION SIGNED BY SUNDRY INHABITANTS OF QJtJEEN S 
COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

January 19, 1776. 

Whereas, we, the subscribers, inhabitants of Queen's 
County, on Long-Island, in the Province of New-York, 
have given great uneasiness" to the good people of the 
neighbouring Provinces and the Continent in general, by 
our not choosing a Committee agreeable to the orders of 
the Continental Congress, by our not paying that atten- 
tion to the directions of our Provincijil Congress, which we 
ought to have done, and by our opposing the General In- 
structions of the Continental Congress in almost all our 
conduct and actions. Therefore, (in order to relieve the 
minds of the virtuous inhabitants of America, and those of 
this County in particular, engaged in the common cause,) 
we, the subscribers, do most solemnly arid sincerely pro- 
mise, that we will, hereafter, in all cases, implicitly obey 
all orders and instructions enjoined on us by our Provin- 
cial and Continental Congresses, that we will act Jn con- 
junction with the inhabitants of this and the neighbouring 
Provinces, in the defence of American liberty, that we 
never will take up arms against the Americans, and that 
we will not, directly or indirectly, countenance, aid, assist, 
or by any means join with, any of His Majesty's troops in 
the present contest between Great Britain and Am§j-ifa, 
Given under our hands, this 19th day of January, 1776. 

Rulef Durye, Samuel Bh'dsaH, Thomas Tredwell, 

Luke Nopstrand, Toivnshond Jackson, Andrew Allen, 

Jonathan Rowland, Thomas Seaman, Richard Matthews, 

Edward WiTIett, Thomas Jackson, William Cornell, 

William Wilson, Samuel Carman, Silvester Bedell, 

Jacamiah Valentine, Jacob Jackson, John Smith, Rock. 

Anthony Rhodes, Lawrence Fish, Jonah ..Valentine, 

Stephen Clement, Joshua Birdsall, William Sjiiffli, Rock. 

John Carman, John Pratt, James Smith, Rock. 

William Thurston, John Duryeo, James Pine, 
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Francis Davenporl, 
Samuel Davenport, 
Jacob Stringham, 
Samuel Denton, 
Richard Smith, 
Edward Spragg, 
John Birdsall, 
Nehemiah Collins, 
Peter Jones, 
Joshua Smith, 
Samuel Seaman, 
Timothy Cornell, 
Amadis Rhoads, 
Loffcrt Lefferts, 
Solomon Pool, 
Peter Rierson, 
Israel Seamans, 
Stephen Catlas, 
Oliver Birdsall, 
Parmcnas Jackson, 
George Rierson, 
Martin Rierson, 
Ludlum Smith, 
Joshua Mills, 
Peter Nostrand, 
Si!oh Smith, 
Joseph Gaulder, 
William Goder, 
Isaac Ben net, 
Obadiah Mills, 
Luke Burgen, 
Obadiah Hinchman, 
Tunis Burgen, 
Nicolas Vanarsdalen, 
John Vanlau, 
Isaac AmbeTman, 
Matthias Limberson, 
Nicholas Amberman, 
Aris Remson, 
John Bennet, 
Simon Lambertson, 
John Nostrandt, 
Isaac Amberman, Jr., 
JohnRemson, 
Rem Remson, 
Nicholas Lamberson, 
John Lamberson, Sen 
John Lamberson, Jun 
Joseph Field, 
John Willelt, 
Joost Van Brunt, 
Benjamin Hegeman, 
Solomon Southard, 
Johannes Van Cots, Jr. 
Zubulon Seaman, 
Thomas Seaman, 
William Spragg, 
Sylvanus Beagl 3, 
John MoU, 
John Spragg, 
James Birdsall, 
Isral Smith, 
Elijah Wood, 
Samuel Carman, 
Elijah Barton, 
John Raner, 
Benjamin Smith, 
David Ludlow, 
Joseph Dodge, 
Robert Sutton, 
Isaac Pettit, 
Joseph Thorne, 
Thomas Southard, 
Samuel Doty, 
Jonathan Cornelius, 
A. Seabury, 
Elijah Spragg, 
Sylvester Cornell, 
Uiiah. Bedell, 
Jacob Golder, 
Abel Southard, 
Joseph Dorlon, 
Richard Gildersleave, 
Caleb Southard, 
Abijah Bedell, 
Benjamin Wiggins, 
Amos Rainer, 
Irael Elderd, 
Uriali Piatt, 
Jonathan Serrin, 
William Cornwel), 
William Rushmore, 
John Rushmore, 
Abraham Wattson, 
George Duyce, 
Thomas Ellison, 
John Cock, 
Thomas Woolley, 
Doremus Bedell, 
Philip Woolley, 
Joseph Ludlam, 
Henry Ludlam, 
William Ludlam, 
Henry Ludlam, Jun 
John Underbill, 
William Hall, 
John Tredwell, 



John Haviland, 
Thomas Birdsall, 
Thomas Cornell, 
Thomas Coombes, 
Samuel Smith, 
Peter Bond, 
John Combs, 
John Higby, 
Timothy Flower, 
Abraham Dcmott, 
James Baldwin, 
Pel ham Sands, 
Nicholas Ludlum, 
Johannis Covert, 
Thomas Featherby, 
Hend. Hendrickson, 
Daniel Hendrickson, 
Henry Walters, 
William Covert, 
Stephen Powell, 
C. Carman, 
Richard Green, 

Benjamin -, 

Benjamin Dulon, 
Zebulon Smith, 
Amos Powell, 
William Pigeon, 
James Burtis, 
Luke Elder, 
Nathaniel Coombes, 
Daniel Murray, 
Huzekiah Pearsall, 
Joseph Old field, 
Samuel Coombes, 
John Thurston, 
Michael Demott, 
Peter Losee, 
Ezekiel Matthews, 
Rock Smyth, 
Aaron Vanostrand, 
Valentino H. Peters, 
Carman Rushmore, 
Christian Snedicker, 
William Millar, 
Benjamin Hewlett, 
James Southard, 
..Richard Brewer, 
, Israel Carman, 
Amos Smith, 
Samuel Place, 
Pearson Langdon, 
Archibald Langdon, 
Elijah Cornell, 
.Daniil Abrahams, 
Elijah Smith, 
Joseph Rainer, 
Cornelius Jackson, 
Jacob Doxsee, 
James Verity, 
William Golder, 
Samuel Jackson, 
Moses Cornelius, 
Wm. Van Norstrant, 
Aaron Van Nostrandt, 
Abra. Van Nostrandt, 
Thomas Peters, Jun., 
Josias Latten, 
Joseph Bedell, 
John Wcekes, 
Benjamin Downing, 
James Place, 
Robert Jackson, 
Isaac Seaman, 
Isaac Latten, 
Albert Van Nostrandt, 
Nicholas Schenck, 
Simon Losee, 
William Wilson, 
Jacob Bedall, 
Richard Mayson, 
J. Van Noostrandt, 
John Waters, 
Daniel Youngs, 
John Van Norstrandt, 
Cornelius Hoogland, 
Thomas Younge, 
Robert Allen, 
John Van Cott, 
Timothy Titus, 
Absalom Townsend, 
William Hoogland, 
Jonathan Gorham, 
Stephen Robbins, 
Nicholas Van Cott, 
Jacob Rhinehart, 
William McCoun, 
John Hughes, 
James Baa), 
James Walters, 
John Weekes, 
Hubert Coles, 
William Frost, 
James Carpenter, 
Thomas Ripp, 
Harvey Colvvell, 
Obadiah Lawrence, 
Daniel Albartson, 



Sumuel Carman, 
John Rams>n, 
Obadiah Smith, 
James Verity, 
Samuel Pettit, 
Isaac Snedicker, 
Silvanus Bedell, 
John Ellsworth, 
George Weekes, 
Daniel Pine, 
James Whaley, 
Benjamin Tredwell, 
Cornelius Miller, 
John Southard, 
John Holmes, 
William Langdon, 
John Titus, 
David Bedell, 
Joseph Goulder, 
Solomon Symous, 
John Seaman, 
Jacob Bedell, 
Samuel Wood, 
Samuel Mott, 
Charles Cornwell, 
Joel Rayner, 
Benjamin Smith, 
John Marvin, 
Elijah Rainer, 
Philip Thorne, 
Jacob Rayner, 
Jacob Lamberson, 
Symonds Verity, 
Daniel Smith, Rock. 
Samuel Stringham, 
Richard Wiggins, 
Flower Hulse, 
Michael Golder, 
William Stiles, 
Jacob Peterson, 
James Eldred, 
William Williams, 
Michael Burns, 
Bjnjamin Reyner, 
Cornelius Harlt, 
Charles Hicks, 
William Curtis, 
Benjamin Burtis, 
Isaac Denton, 
Samuel Langdon, 
Joseph Birdsall, 
John Jackson, 
Israel Rogers, 
David Jackson, 
Benjamin Hewlett, 
Joseph Hewlett, 
George Hewlett, 
Joseph Kissam, 
Henry Jackson, 
Thomas Hutchins, 
William Johnson, 
Samuel Johnson, 
Jeromiah Hutching, 
Derrick Berger, 
William Shatford, 
Hope Mills, 
Samuel Van Wyck, 
John Hewlett, 
Darins Allen, 
Michael Weekes, 
John Allen, 
Baruch Allen, 
Robert Lawrence, 
D. Lawrence, 
Henry Iligbie, 
Thomas Thorn, 
Isaac Ditmars, 
Nathaniel Siglcr, 
Hendrick Emmons, 

William -, 

David Colden, 
Jab^z Woodruff, 
Thomas Willett, 
Philip Piatt, 
Nicholas Townsend, 
Gilbert Snedicker, 
Douwe Ditmars, 
Paul A merman, 
John Polhcmus, 
John Wiggins, 
William Valentine, 
Rem Remsen, 
John Remson, 
George Fives, 
Jacob Dean, 
John Foster, 
Aury Burom, 
Stephen Higbio, 
Daniel Remsen, 
Whitehead Field, 
Thomas Hallet, 
Douw Van Dine, 
H'inry Woolley, 
John Amberman, 
Peter Mills, 
Charles Wjllett, 
John Snedicker, 



Joseph Hall, 
William Cock, 
Samuel Tredwell, 
James Smith, 
John Hauxhurst, 
Stephen Cock, 
Levi Cock, 
George Rhoades, 
Thomas Cock, 
Barent Snedicker, 
Samuel Carman, 
Benjamin Lester, 
Joseph Pettit, 
Benjamin Waters, 
Samuel Pettit, 
Daniel Whitehead, 
Benjamin Dulin, 
Daniel Hewlett, 
Theodoras VanWyck, 
Gilbert McCoun, 
Daniel Noorslrandt, 
Isaac Remsen, 
Abraham Remsen, 
Thomas Dorland, 
Benjamin Tredwell, 
Thomas Smith, Jun., 
Isaac Smith, 
David Peterson, 
Richard Townsend, 
Richard Smith, 
Bcnejah Bedle, 
Peter Titus, Jun., 
Benjamin Smith, 
Joseph Hall, Jun., 
Nchemiah Sammis, 
John Simonson, 
Lewis Davenport, 



Garret Dorland, 
Elbert Hoagland, 
Johannes Snedeker, 
William Pitt, 
Penn Weekes, 
Obadiah Valentine, 



Joseph Wcekes, 

Townsend Weekes, 

Caleb Underbill, 

Solomon Powell, 

Baruch Underbill, 

Daniel Allen, 

David Youngs, Jun., John Talman, 

George Wcekes, Jun., John Martin, 

Edmund Weeks, 

John Lcgross, 

David Corsoboom, 

Daniel Van Velser, 

Robert Valentine, 



Adrian Schenck, 
John Fleet, 
Thomas Fleet, 
John Boerum, 
John Hewlett, 
Samuel Weekes, 
Garrit Noorstrandt, 
John Schenck, 
Peter Scott, 
Augustin McCoun, 
Justus McCoun, 
Samuel Townsend, 
Peter Wannal, Sen., 



John Hegman, 
Tunis Covert, 
Cornelius*Rierson, 
William Moufort, 
Felix Fowler, 
Jonathan Fish, 
Samuel Mills, 
Jacob Adriance, 
Elbert Adriance, 
Isaac Raynor, 
John Dunbar, 
Nathaniel Townsend, 
William Cornell, 
Joseph Dunbar, 
Cornelius Rapiijo, 
Hugh Holmes, 
Elias Dorlin, 
Isaac Rapilje, 



Stephen Hendrickson, John Suydam, 



Daniel Kirby, 
Tunis Van Cott, 
James Van Valsen, 
Simeon Hauxhurst, 
John Sands, Jun., 



Christopher Remsen, 
Jacob Bond, 
George Brinkerhoff, 
Richard Bergan, 
Peter Bergan, 



Thomas Hendrickson, James Marr, 



John Doty, 
Pruolus McCoun, 
Peter Underbill, 
Richard MacCoun, 



Casper Spring Stcen, 
Martin Rapelye, 
Jacobus Riker, 
Samuel Moore, (and 
with reluctance.) 



OATH SUBSCRIBED BY SUNDRY INHABITANTS OF QUEEN'S 
COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 
Jamaica, on Long-Island, January 10, 177G. 
We, the subscribers, in the presence of Almighty God, 
do most solemnly and sincerely swear, that the fire-arms, 
side-arms, powder and lead, we respectively delivered up 
to Colonel Heard, and his party, or by them taken from us, 
are all the fire-arms, side-arms, powder and lead, that be- 
long to us, or that are in our possession or power; and that 
we have not destroyed, concealed, or otherwise disposed of, 
any of our said arms or ammunition, in order to evade or 
obstruct the execution of Colonel Heard's orders from the 
Continental Congress, for disarming the inhabitants of 
Queen's County, on Long-Island, who are disaffected to 
the opposition now making in America against Ministerial 
tyranny. 

Isaac Amberman, Jr., John Remson, Banjamin Hegeman, 

John Lamberson, Sen., Jacamiah Valentino, 



Ram Remson, 

William Thurston, 

Francis Davenport, 

Samnel Davenport, 

Samuel Denton, 

Jacob Stringham, 

Richard Smith, 

John Birdsall, 

Edward Sprag, 

Nehemiah Collins, 

Peter Jones, 

Joshua Smith, 

Samnel Seaman, 

Samuel Birdsall, 

Ludlum Smith, 

John J. Troup, 

Joshua Mills, 

Peter Nostrandt, 

Luke Nostrandt, 

Jonathan Rowland, 

Joseph Gaulder, 

William Goder, 

Isaac Bennet, 

Obidiah Mills, 

Luke Burgen, 

Obadiah Hinchman 

Nicholas Vanarsdalen, Elijah Rainer, 

Matthias Lamberson, Philip Thorne, 

Simon Lambertson, Jacob Rainer, 

John Nostrandt, 



Joseph Rainer, 
Cornelius Jackson, 
William Golder, 
Ezekiel Matthews, 
Rock Smith, 
Jonathan Smith, 
Valentine H. Peters, 
Carman Rushmore, 
Christian Snedicker, 
Obadiah Smith, 
Samuel Pettit, 
Isaac Snedicker, 
Silvanus Bedell, 
John Ellsworth, 
George Weekes, 
Benjamin Tredwell, 
James Whaley, 
Daniel Pine, 
Cornelius Miller, 
John Southard, 
John Holmes, 
William Langdon, 
David Bedell, 
Benjamia Smith, 
John Marvin, 



Timothy Cornell, 

Leffert Li'fferts, 

Amadis Rhoades, 

George Rierson, 

Martin Rierson, 

Peter Rierson, 

Solomon Pool, 

Israel Seaman, 

Stephen Callas, 

Oliver Birdsall, 

Parmenas Jackson, 

Solomon Southard, 

Johannes Van Cots, Jr. Jacob Bedell, 

Zebulon Seaman, John Seaman, 



Jonah Valentine, 
James Smith, Rod;., 
John Remsen, 
Samuel Stringham, 
Richard Wiggins, 
Flower Hulse, 
William Gritman, 
Michael Golder, 
William Stilus, 
Jacob Peters, 
Daniel Murray, 
Bimjagiin Reyner, 
Solomon Symonds, 



Samuel Carman, 
Benjamin Lester, 
Joseph Pettit, 
Benjamin Waters, 
Daniel Whitehead, 
Benjamin Durlin, 
Benjamin Tredwell, 
Thomas Smith, Jr., 
Isaac Smith, 
Benjamin Smith, 
Joseph Hull, 
John Simonson, 
Nehemiah Sammis, 
Aaron Van Norstrandt, 
Josias L attan, 
Joseph Bodell, 
Isaac Sjamen, 
Theodoras Van Wyck, 
Daniel Van Velser, 
Robert Valentine, 
Adrian Schenck, 
Thomas Fleet, 
Garret Van Nostrandt, 
Garret Noordstrandt, 
John Schenck, 
Peter Scott, 
Augustin McCoun, 
Justus McCoun, 
William Hoogland, 
John Amerman, 
Stephen Robbins, 
Nicholas Van Cott, 
William McCoun, 
Nicholas Schenck, 
Simon Loses, 
Thomas Ludlum, 
William Wilson, 
Jacob Bedell, 
Richard Mayson, 
Jacob Van Nortstrandt, 
David Cosseboom, 
John Waters, 
Samuel Forsdall, 
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Thomas Seaman, 

William Spragg, 

Sylvanus Beagle, 

John Mott, 

Jumps Birdsall, 

John Spragg, 

Israel Smith, 

Elijah Wood, 

Amos Powell, 

William Pidgeon, 

Luke BIdred, 

James Burtis, 

Nathaniel Coombes, 

Hezekiah Pearsall, 

Joseph Oldfield, 

John Thurston, 

Michael Demott, 

Peter Losee, 

Thomas Combes, 

Samuel Smith, 

Peter Bond, 

John Coombes, 

John Higbie, 

Timothy Flower, 

Abraham Demott, 

Benjamin Hewlett, 

James Southard, 

Richard Brewer, 

Isra:l Carman, 
Amos Smith, 
Samuel Place, 
Pearson Langdon, 
Archibald Langdon, 
Elijah Cornell, 
Moses Cornelius, 
Wm. Van Norstrandt, 
William Cornell, 
Silvester Biddle, 
William Smith, Roclc. 
John Smith, Rock. 
Townsend Jackson, 
Thomas Seaman, 
Thomas Jackson, 
Samuel Carman, 
Jacob Jackson, 
Joshua Birdsall, 
Lawrence Fish, 
John Pratt, 
John Haviland, 
Thomas Birdsall, 
John Duryee, 
Pclham Sands, 
Nicholas, Ludlum, 
Johannes Covert, 
Thomas Featherby. 
Daniel Hendrickson, 
Hend. Hendrickson, 
William Covert, 
Stephen Willis, 
Stephen Powell, 
Richard Green, 

Benjamin , 

Zebulon Smith, 
Daniel Abrams, 
Elijah Smith, 
Penn Weekes, 
John Martin, 
Tunis Covert, 
William Monfort, 



Samuel Mott Cornell, 
Samuel Wood, 
Joel Reyner, 
Charles Cornwell, 
Thomas Huchins, 
Samuel Johnson, 
William Johnson, 
Jacamiah Hatchings, 
Samuel Carmar, 
John Raner, 
A. Seabury, 
Elijah Spragg, 
Elijah Berger, 
James Elderd, 
Amos Rainer, 
Uriah Flatt, 
Jonathan Serrin, 
William Rushmore, 
John Rushmore, 
Abraham Wattson, 
George Duryea, 
John Cock, 
Joseph Ludlum, 
Henry Ludlum, Jr., 
John Tredwell, 
William Hall, 
Joseph Hall, 
William Cock, 
Daniel N oorstrandt, 
Isaac Remsen, 
Gilbert McCoun, 
Abraham Remsen, 
Daniel YoungB, 
John Van Norstrandt 
Cornelius Hoogland, 
i Thomas Goings, 
Robert Allen, 
Timothy Titus, 
Absalom Townsend, 
Jacob L:imbertson, 
Simonds Verity, 
Benjamin Fish, 
David Ludlow, 
Joseph Doty, 
Robert Sutton, 
Isaac Pcttit, 
Joseph Thorne, 
Jonathan Cornelius, 
Charles Hicks, 
Cornelius Hartt, 
William Burtis, 
Benjamin Burtis, 
Isaac Denton, 
Joseph Birdsall, 
John Jackson, 
Israel Rogers, 
Joseph Hewlett, 
George Hewlett, 
Joseph Kissam, 
Henry Jackson, 
Samuel Tredwell, 
James Smith, 
John Hau.xhur.it, 
Levi Cocock, 
George Rhoades, 
Samuel Mills, 
Jacob Adriance, 
Elbert Adriance, 



Peter Wannal, Sen., 
Stephen Hendrickson, 
Daniel Kirby, 
James Van Valsen, 
Thos. Hendrickson, 
John Doty, 
Preolus McCoun, 
Richard MacCoun, 
Derrick Berger, 
William Shatford, 
Hope Mills, 
Henry Woolley, 
John Ambcrman, 
Peter Mills, _ 
Cornelius Willet, 
John Snedicker, 
Garret Dorland, 
Abraham Lawrence, 
D. Lawrence, 
Nathaniel Sigler, 
Isaac Ditmars, 
David Colden, 
Jabez Woodruff, 
Thomas Willett, 
Daniel Remsen, 
Douw Van Dine, 
Cornelius Rappalie, 
Daniel Rapeljc, 
Martin Rapelye, 
Casper Spring Steen, 
Jacobus Riker. 
John Suydam, 
Christopher Ramscn, 
GeoTge BrinkerhofF, 
Richard Berger, 
James Marr, 
Samuel Townsend, 
Jarnes Walters, 
Albert Coles, 
Obadiah Lawrence, 
Daniel Alberson, 
Joseph Weokes, 
John Fleet, 
Barach Underhill, 
Solomon Powell, 
Daniel Allen, 
Daniel Youngs, Son., 
George Weekes, Jr., 
E'imond Weekes, Jr., 
John Legross, 
John Hewlett, 
Michael Weeke«, 
Philip Piatt, 
Garret Snedicker, 
Douwe Ditmars, Jr., 
Paul Amerman, 
John Polhemus, 
Rem Remsen, 
John Rjinscn, 
Jacob Dean, 
John Foster, 
Aury Burom, 
Johannis Snedecker, 
William Pitt, 
Stephen Higbie, 
Joseph Dunbar, 
Nathaniel Townsend, 
William Cornel. 



pointing out the same to him will be complied with. I 

have the honour to be, sir, yours, Sic, 

Stephen Moylan. 

To the Honourable James Warren, Esq., Speaker, Uc. 



[general Washington] to william bartlett. 

Cambridge, January 26, 1776. 
Wrote him that Captain Ayres would have the command 
of a schooner to be fitted out, in order to supply the place 
of such whose cruises may be out, and to give Captain 
Ayres every assistance he can. 

To William Bartlett, Esq., Beverly. 

To the Honourable the Council of the Colony of Massa- 
chutsetts-Bay : 

Reading, January 26, 1776. 

Honourable Gentlemen: It being generally reported 
that a number of warlike vessels are to be fitted for sea for 
the protection of our trade, likewise to take, seize, and de- 
stroy, all enemies to the liberties of America, as it is not 
doubted but that a number of gentlemen will make appli- 
cations to your Honours, we beg leave to recommend Mr. 
John Lambert, a gentleman who has followed the seas for 
fourteen years past, whose character in private life has been 
unexceptionable, and his publick conduct merits the esteem 
of all the friends to America. 

We are your Honours' most obedient, humble servants, 

David Green, 

Benjamin Holden, Lieutenant- Colonel. 

Israel Hutchinson, Colonel. 

Jeremiah O'Brien, Captain of the Machias 
Privateer. 

John Brooks, Major of Nineteenth Reg't. 

Nathaniel Barber, 

Ariel Ruddock, 

Caleb Prentice, Clerk First Parish, 
Reading. 

John Goodwin, Captain. 

Joseph Bryant, Jr., "} „ , . , 

n o selectmen and 

Benjamin Brown, -, . . r „ 

t ,?, ' '. Committee of Vor- 

JACOB t,MERSON, > . ''r ii 

T tt f respondence for the 

John Hutton, I m* r D J ,. 

to I * own of Heading. 

Jonas Barker, J J s 

Ebenezer Francis, Captain. 

Benjamin Kimball, Captain. 

Enoch Putnam, Captain. 

Nathaniel Oliver, Surgeon's Mate, 

Twenty- Seventh Regiment. 



We, Samuel Cloives and John Polhemus, do acknow- 
ledge ourselves to be indebted to Colonel Nathaniel Heard, 
in the sum of five hundred Pounds, New- York money, to 
be paid to the said Nathaniel Heard, his executors, admi- 
nistrators or assigns, and for the payment thereof, we bind 
ourselves jointly and severally, and our heirs, firmly by 
these presents to the said Nathaniel Heard. 

Sealed with our seals, dated this 29th day of January, 
1776. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above- 
said Samuel Clowes, shall, and do surrender himself up to 
the said Nathaniel Heard, at Jamaica, in Queen's County, 
on Tuesday, the 30th instant, then the above obligation to 
be void, otherwise in full force. 

S. Clowes, [seal.] 

John Polhemus, [seal.] 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of, 

Az. Dunham, 
John Kissam. 

colonel moylan to the general court of massachu- 
setts-bay. 

Cambridge, January 26, 1776. 

Sir : I am desired by his Excellency to know from you, 
what mode he is to make use of, previous to his drawing 
for the money this Province has been pleased to offer to 
advance him, for the use of the United Colonies. Your 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE ASSEMBLY. 

Winter-Hill, January 26, 1776. 

May it please your Honours: I have this day had 
the pleasure of seeing the worthy gentlemen you were 
pleased to appoint as a Committee. They relieved rne 
much, when they informed me that you had voted to ad- 
vance the money for the new regiment, and that you 
approved of my plan for raising it, which, by information 
received before, I thought was not the case. 1 had not time 
before, nor have I even now, to assign all the reasons for 
such an attempt, one weighty reason was, that all the new 
troops that come in are bound to pay a tax to the climate 
by sickness ; this the present Militia have gone through, and, 
therefore, will much better endure the severities of the 
next campaign. I hope to have a great part of the regi- 
ment from those, but lest a deficiency should happen, I 
obtained leave to furlough some officers for the purpose of 
inlisting some in the country. 

1 have now no doubt upon my mind about the comple- 
ting the regiment by the time, since you have been kind 
enough to advance the month's pay. This money, ! entreat 
you, to put into the hands of Major Coffin, that he may 
forward it to Waldron and Chesley, as soon as possible, 
and I will be answerable for the disbursements after the 
regiment is on the ground. Shall send you a list of the 
men and officers, and beg you to grant the commissions, 
and in this and every other matter shall cheerfully ac- 
quiesce in your determination, and exert myself to obey 
any of your commands. 
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"Gentlemen, I am with much respect, your most obedient 
servant, T e 

-. 7 .'vfr ....... i JOHN SULLIVAN. 

To the Honourable General Assembly of New-Hampshire. 

WILLIAM WATSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Plymouth, January 26, 1776. 

Sir: This, per express, comes to inform your Excellen- 
cy that Commodore Manly took, yesterday, off Cohasset- 
Roclcs, after an hour's engagement, (having one man wound- 
ed in the breast, not dangerous,) two ships from White- 
Haven, bound for Boston,* laden with sea-coal, potatoes, 
&.C., enclosed are bills of lading. 

Your Excellency will please to direct in what manner I 
shall conduct with these vessels. The prisoners will be 
treated with kindness, and will be sent forward to-morrow. 
I am getting the ships to the wharf, and shall secure the 
small articles from pilferers, who frequently infest vessels 
in these circumstances. 1 congratulate your Excellency 
on this reiterated instance of Commodore Mauly's success, 
and wish sincerely that all the servants of the American 
Tlepublick were equally industrious with Manly. 
'"■ lam, most respectfully, your Excellency's most obedient, 
tfvuch obliged, very humble servant, 

William Watson. 
"To His Excellency General Washington. 

N. B. The express brings all the papers taken in the 
ships. 

P. S. 1 would acquaint your Excellency that the en- 
gagement referred to in my letter, was with a tender of 
eight guns, and full of men, which had these ships under 
convoy, which circumstance I forgot to mention through 

hurrv. Yours as before, „, w 

' William Watson. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

cosmopolitan, no. vr. 
To the Inhabitants of the American Colonies: 

It lias been asked, " What was become of Cosmopoli- 
tan!" What of his promise, that a further catalogue of 
vices, which blackens the escutcheons of an Hutchinson, 
and gives him a plenitude of infamy, should be the subject 
of some future number ? The reasons of that engagement, 
and the motives for its present performance, are of a simi- 
lar nature. Truth is his object, freedom his wishes, and 
seasonable, manly exertions the scope of all his lucubra- 
tions. I shall not attempt to trace the vestiges that mark 
the character of our hero from early to more advanced life : 
this would be both tedious and useless. As a child of 
ambition, and tainted with avarice, I might describe him a 
wretched compound of plausibility and hypocrisy, shrewd- 
ness and weakness, cordiality and deceit, extravagancy and 
rapacity/artifice and sophistry, in those very Departments 
in which he was placed by the mistake of his countrymen, 
and in which he dazzled his friends by a blaze of counter- 
feit virtues. But the event has proved what many sus- 
pected, that he was then cankered at heart. From a vain 
conceit, and an arrogant superciliousness, they suspected 
the dark, crafty, and designing inhabitant within, and pre- 
saged that great duplicity and treachery lurked in an un- 
common complaisant, simpering phiz. His abilities, to do 
him justice, though not of the greatest size, were suffi- 
ciently ample. Had they been employed in the service 
of his country, the cause of virtue, and the support of 
liberty, he had been respected, and raised monuments to 
his memory. But a prostitution of the faculties of the 

_* Cambridge, February 1, 1776.— Last Thursday morning Captain 
Manly being on a cruise in the Bay discovered a ship a league or two 
southeast of Boston light-house; he immediately gave chase to, and 
look het within sight of the ships in Boston harbour. Ho then stood 
; for a snow, which he espied off Cohasset, and soon coming iTp to her, 
she struck to him without hesitation. Just as Captiin Manly had man- 
ned his last prize, a schooner_of eight carriage guns, witli many swi- 
vels, and full of men, convoying two little provision vessels from Hali. 
fax, came up, and began an engagement with Captain Manly, but being 
soon convinced of her error, she sheared off for Boston. Captain. Manly 
would undoubtedly have taken her also, with the two provision vessels, 
had not his Crew, (which was at first much short of tho complement,) 
been weakened, by manning the two prizes. In the engagement his 
gunner was wounded, and his rigging something damaged. We have 
nb£ heard what loss the enemy sustained. Both of tho prizes, which 
wBre loaded with coal from Whitehaeen, in England, Captain Manly 
got safe into Plymouth tho ensuing night. 



head has rendered the qualities of his heart the more for- 
midable, the more to be hated and despised. His perver- 
sion of private confidence and abuses of publick trust are 
what every man of honour despises, and every lover of his 
country is bound to execrate. I doubt whether those who 
have been the most distinguished by the sunny beams of 
his beneficence, and drank the largest from the cup of ser- 
vility, have any reason for benedictions. His talents were 
well calculated to take hold on minds cast in the mould of 
an easy credulity, and of those of a grasping and grappling 
complexion. By the insinuation of address, by a feigned 
sanctity of manners, and an hypocritical gravity of deport- 
ment, he practised upon those who could not fathom the 
dark train of his laboured dissimulations. By the prof- 
fered charms of the insolence of office, and the sweets of 
increasing emolument, he fettered the souls of the aspiring 
and the avaricious, and chained them fast to his measures. 
Thus had he paved the way for opening that tragical scene 
in which all America is interested. Pollution, and the 
expanded influence of the venal, were his means, and 
slavery his object. 

In my third number, to which this is an appendix, I as- 
serted that America had for several years been trembling 
under the rod of oppression ; that her neck had been 
galled by the yoke, and her spirits greatly depressed ; that 
the shackles have been forged, and even put upon our 
hands, though unriveted ; that we have enjoyed little more 
than the formality, without the real essence of liberty ; 
that under the habits of regularity, real anarchy, confusion, 
and concealed abominable tyranny, had made an amazing 
progress ; that the condition of war, the consequence of an 
independency, that no situation can be more depressing 
to the spirits of freemen, than the state we have been in. 
Instances were then adduced to evince the assertions. In 
obedience to the voice of the publick, the calls from the 
Congress, 1 now add to their number, and ask once more 
for the attention, patience, and candour of my abused, 
wretchedly abused, countrymen. 

When riches and lawless domination are made the stan- 
dard of good and evil, the object of pursuit, and the idol 
of the times, the Prince and his Court are seized with the 
infection. The strength of Government, the force of the 
Treasury, and the arts of minions, are perverted to turn 
subjects into property, and to command their possessions 
for profit or for pleasure. Military force is employed to 
extort, ingenuity, policy, and fraud to decoy and seduce, 
or the hire of the venal, the wages of prostitution, to buy 
an accession to their interest. Hence is (says a great 
Court writer) the speedy change of Governours, which 
obliges those temporary tyrants to be more expeditious 
and rapacious, that they may accumulate sufficient wealth 
before they give place to their hungry successors. Made 
by their master with a separate interest, they have been 
strangers to the checks of the governed, the direction of 
law, the restrictions of justice, the confidence of the people, 
and the welfare of the community. Rapacity and instruc- 
tions have been their predominant motives. Nor is it 
strange that, under the sway of a needy dependant, whose 
errand is the reparation of a ruined, or the acquisition of a 
needed fortune, a quarrel for the extension of prerogatives, 
and a pilfering of rights, the oppressor and the oppressed 
should form the only division in the State. We might 
illustrate this by the petty tyranny of a Barnard, influ- 
enced by his plotting insidious successor. The then polity 
was the mere practice of rapine to enrich individuals ; 
chartered prerogatives the forms of peculation to rob the 
publick ; commerce too much a system of snares and impo- 
sitions ; legislation, by turns, feeble and divided, cruel and 
oppressive ; and the meetings of the Assemblies little more 
than a quarrel between their several branches, and the 
mere conception of necessary law, which, by the barbarity 
of the instructed Egyptian, was sure to die a foetus. The 
bridle of despotism was put into our jaws, and a military 
force threatened to chill our feelings and benumb our spi- 
rits. Restrictions and impositions on trade, with fines and 
forfeitures, were multiplied for the emolument of a Gover- 
nour and Admiralty-Judge, a Commissioner, or a wretched 
informer: and even these profits accumulated, and plunder 
increased by compositions, bribery, and intrigue. These 
animals have been the incessant drains to our wealth and 
plagues to our Provinces. ,..„., „__,,, „^..., 
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This was the period in which the present stain to hu- 
manity, the detestation of America, paved his way to the 
first seat of magistracy, by showing a head replete with 
dangerous designs to his country, and an inveterate hatred 
to the rights of civil society. Well educated in the Ma- 
chiavelian school, he begun his exalted career flushed with 
the expectation of certain success. His revering disciples 
were exceedingly docile under his culture. The lessons 
he taught them may be learned from his letters. The 
schemes that he laid were as deep as the centre, and as 
black as they were deep. His accession to the chair filled 
many an honest heart with anxious concern, and almost 
every discerning head with a vigilant distrust. While con- 
gratulatory addresses were cooked up to his delicate taste 
by the deceiving and deceived, the Representatives of the 
people nobly spurned at the fawning servility, and pro- 
posed, in its stead, an address of condolence for the mis- 
fortunes of their country. This was very humiliating to 
one who so eagerly catched at the empty trash or unmerit- 
ed applause. His sublimated system began gradually to 
creep from under its mask. The supreme inherent right of 
Parliament was totally denied. How to establish it, and 
punish its bold (and, to be sure, its traitorous) opposers, 
was his unwearied study. For the latter, the penalties of 
a premunire were thought an adequate measure.* The 
man who had the unparalleled presumption to deny that 
himself, his wife, his children, his property, his life, his 
conscience, and his very all, were at the entire disposal, 
and bound in all cases whatsoever by the subjects of 
Great Britain, was to be put out of the protection 
of the law, his lands and tenements, goods and chat- 
tels forfeited to the King, and his body to remain in 
prison at the King's pleasure, or during life. The former 
was to be effected by disguising, abusing, twisting, extend- 
ing, and perverting the prerogatives of the Crown and the 
right of regulating trade, as founded upon the consent of 
the Colonies. From these premises was deduced his 
pitiful policy. These materials formed one of his infernal 
engines. With these instruments he was determined to 
coerce the nauseous dose. The prostituted hand of Royal 
prerogatives was sorely pressed on every side. The 
gripings of this he expected would blunt our senses, and 
render us unfeeling to the less obvious weight of Parlia- 
mentary pressure. We were to be familiarized to acts of 
Parliament, by constant and abominable expansions of the 
regulating power. By a pious, fraudulent delusion the 
principle was to be established. And then its exertions 
were too wanton in all their rigour. The experiment was 
tried: it failed of success. The Americans, says the Eu- 
ropean Cicero, augur misgovernment from principle, and 
snuff the approach of tyranny in every tainted breath. In 
the meantime, whole Colonies were to be annihilated, and 
swallowed up by their reluctant neighbours ; Constitutions 
prostrated, and Charters puffed away. Broils, conten- 
tions, discords, and animosities were to be increased be- 
tween Colony and Colony, and their attendants, rancour 
and revenge, maintained and cherished in every quarter. 
For the fomenting of the one, and food for the other, the 
benevolent, the humane, and the sanctified Mr. Hutchinson 
pledged his most engaging genius. The following are 
words taken from his published letters : " I wish every 
other Government may desert us, and that we may go to 
quarrelling one Government with another. I think," says 
he, under the conscious intoxication of his matchless genius, 
" I could find bones to throw among them, to continue 
contention, and prevent a renewal of their union." 

A stranger to the comforts of unsullied purity, deaf to 
the voice of honest sincerity, hot in the pursuit of honour 
and wealth, tormented by the sight of American liberty, 
he was determined to sap her foundation by his insidious 
wiles, or perfidious stratagems. Those failing, his next 
resort was by open storm. Determined as he was, at any 
rate, that sooner or later she should strike to the displayed 
banner of despotick sway, he opened his doors to Court 
adulators, and his ear to his servile minions. Together 
they formed their plans, and hugged the expectations of 
riotously wantoning on the spoils of the subjugated. To- 
gether they turn their backs on virtue and the tenderest 
ties of the social connexion. The misfortunes and pains 
* Vido his Letters. 
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of their bleeding country nourish their suspended souls, 
and sooth their tedious toils. The menaces of tyrants, 
arms and bayonets, racks and tortures, gibbets and halters, 
lords and manors, masters and vassals, are the sweet, ani- 
mating topicks of their confidential communion. In the 
rapturous enjoyment of these delicious morsels, I shall 
leave them for the present, and produce, for their increas- 
ing consolation, a line or two from Euripides : 

" God hates the violent, commanding all 
To live on what their honest pains procure, 
And not to feed their wants on mutual spoils. 
Oppressors should be banished human race, 
Unworthy of the name. One common Heaven 
Gives light and air to man ; one earth a scat, 
A scene of industry, where all may strive 
To raise their stock, and spread their fortunes wide ; 
But not to rob, or force the publick rights." 



D. SANTERRE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Cape St. Domminiquc, January 27, 1776. 

My General : I am a French officer, First Captain of 
my regiment. I have served twenty-four years. I have 
been in Germany all the last war. When I thought to 
have reaped the fruits of my long service and my fatigue, 
I have been most cruelly used by a puissant chief, against 
whom I have it not in my power to take my revenge. I 
have demanded justice. Intrigue, money, and the great 
credit of my adversary, have rendered my complaints of no 
effect. I have quitted, forever, a country where I have 
experienced such heart-breaking vexations. 

I pray you, my General, to let me know whether you 
will grant me an asylum, and, in your service, I will devote 
to your nation my blood, and the little fortune which! can 
pluck from the greedy hands which persecute me. 1 will 
serve your country with all that zeal and fidelity which you 
have a right to expect from an officer, whom honour has 
been the only cause of his misfortunes. 

Give me, my General, the power, the glory, to die in 
defence of your laws and your liberty, I will become one 
of your citizens. I will, with pleasure, seal with my blood 
this title which I now solicit from yoq. If the war should 
spare me, I will finish my days amongst your countrymen, 
to whom I make account of attaching myself by the most 
sacred ties. 

I burn to open the next campaign with you, nor do I 
desire that you will put the least confidence in me, until I 
have, in the field of battle, deserved it. 

I am, with profound respect, my General, your most 
obedient, and most humble servant, 

D. Santerre, 
First Captain of the Regiment of Martinique. 

To the General of the Confederated Provinces of New- 
England. 



VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY OF 
MARYLAND. 

In Committee of Safety, Virginia, ) 
January 27, 1776. \ 

Gentlemen : As we are so closely connected, by incli- 
nation as well as interest, our situation strongly points out 
the propriety of attending to the operations which may be 
necessary for our mutual defence. We are desirous of es- 
tablishing, and keeping up, a constant intimate correspon- 
dence with you. 

We think it proper to inform you, that we have resolved 
to build, for the protection of the Potomack-River, two 
row-gallies, one of them to carry one twenty-four-pounder, 
the other a twelve-pounder, and both swivels ; also, three 
vessels, carrying, one of them, four six-pounders and some 
four-pounders, the other two vessels four-pounders and 
swivels. 

We do not conceive this adequate to the importance of 
that great river, but we have three other rivers, to which 
we must extend the like care ; and, as your Province is 
equally interested in the safety of Potomack-River, we 
could not doubt it would be the wish of your body to par- 
ticipate in its protection. 

Our determination on this head is yet subject to altera- 
tion, and we shall cheerfully consult and advise with you 
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on this, or any other subject conducive to the interest of 
both, and to our mutual defence. 

»s i-We are, with great respect, your most humble servants, 
*"»<" <> '•'•••• . John Page, Vice-President. 

1 Dudley Digges, 

John Tabs, 

P. Carrington, 

Thomas Walker, 

James Mercer. 
To the Honourable Committee of Safety. 



COLONEL SMALLWOOD TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Annapolis, January 27, 1776. 

Gentlemen: I observe the gentlemen of the Conven- 
tion have allowed the soldiers as a uniform, hunting-shirts, 
but no spatterdashes, which renders the regimentals incom- 
plete; this they certainly have not adverted to, otherways 
am persuaded they must have seen the impropriety of al- 
lowing one and not the other, for you must be sensible that 
clean spatterdashes as well as hunting-shirts, must cover a 
multitude of blemishes in the dress and appearance of the 
fegiment, which I would most earnestly wish to appear as 
respectable, and to become as formidable as might be, un- 
der our present disadvantageous situation respecting mili- 
tary matters; this, therefore, I hope you will take under 
consideration. Flatter myself, as the expense will be tri- 
fling, you will be induced to purchase as much osnaburghs, 
or (what will be much better, if to be had,) Russia sheet- 
ing as will answer this purpose. 

I know the publick business is very pressing, and (hat 
you will be much engaged, yet I must entreat you to pur- 
chase what cloths are to be had in Baltimore, suitable for 
Soldiers' clothing; also, sail-duck, for tents. The men 
jnlisted must be very bare, as the Captains are continually 
pressing me to know how they are to be furnished with 
clothes, urging that they cannot march them to their station 
till clad. 

Intrenching tools, Stc, imagine may be made here at 
any time. 

I think you must judge it essentially necessary to request 
Mr. Johnson, or some other of our Congress members, to 
write General Washington to send us a good Adjutant or 
two, for the use of the Province in general, who, as an en- 
couragement, might be allowed more than the common 
wages. 

I am, with much diffidence, gentlemen, your very obe- 
dient, humble servant, ™ ^ 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety. 



COLONEL ST. CLAIR TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read January 31, 1776.] 

Lancaster, January 27, 1776. 

Sir: On my arrival here, I found the Committee of this 
place, and the officers of the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, in 
some dispute, occasioned by one of my officers having in- 
listed a Sergeant and a Drummer belonging to that corps. 
The officers had applied to the Committee to order them 
to be dismissed, alleging that the inlisting them was a 
breach of the capitulation. 

^ It is rather my sentiment that the inlisting the prisoners 
is improper ; but, as we were much in want of sergeants 
and drums, and had no directions respecting these people, 
and as the thing was done, I put it on this issue, that I 
should write the matter to you, and if the inlistment was 
disapproved of, the men should be returned. 
;.:. If you will please, sir, to inform the Committee of Lan-* 
caster, they will acquaint Captain Watson, with whom the 
recruits are. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Arthur St. Clair,. 

To John Hancock, Esq., President of the Continental 
; Congress. 

LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Elizabethtown, January 27, 1776. 

Sir: My letter to you of the 24th, from on board of the 
ship Blue-Mountain-Valley, off Amboy, I hope you re- 



ceived. The next day we got her into the Sound, near 
Blazing-Star, where she grounded ; but, by lightening 
her, we got off again yesterday morning, and brought her 
up to Elizabeth- Point, where she now lies, under the care 
of Captain Rogers, in whose charge, for the use of the 
Continental Congress, I have put her, and is guarded by a 
detachment of my regiment. I thought it most prudent to 
unbend her sails, and to have her unladen as soon as pos- 
sible, and have given directions to have the cargo and 
stores brought into this town as soon as possible. 

Captain Rogers, who was recommended to me by the 
New-York Committee of Safety, has been very alert and 
steady throughout this whole affair, is well worthy of the 
confidence they placed in him. 

I would now give a more particular relation of this trans- 
action, but the cold and fatigue I have been exposed to for 
the last fortnight, has almost got the better of me ; it is 
with difficulty I can set up to write this. 

1 shall enclose a copy of the manifest and bill of Jading 
of the cargo of this ship. A strange cargo ! And twenty- 
odd similar ones sailed about the same time. The Captain 
is a brother to George Dempster, Esq., a valuable friend to 
North- America, in the House of Commons ; he is a sen- 
sible, genteel young man ; all his property (about one hun- 
dred pounds sterling) is on board ; a trifle, also, belongs to 
the Mates. I must beg it as a favour of the Congress to 
order me to restore it to them, for they have all behaved 
extremely well, and were very useful to us in working the 
ship, and the sailors are now assisting the soldiers in unla- 
ding her. 

I have great reason to believe that more of these ships 
will come on this coast, and try to get into New- York. 
Four or six small vessels kept ready, and in good weather 
to run between Sandy-Hook and Egg-Harbour, might 
pick them up, and prevent their receiving any assistance 
from Captain Parker. 

Major De Hart returned yesterday from Long-Island, 
with the detachment of my regiment, and has brought me 
four colours of the Long-Island Militia ; the arms they took 
they have delivered up to Colonel Heard. I shall enclose 
a copy of Major De Hart's report to me. 
I am your most obedient, humble servant, 

Stirling. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

Ship Blue-Mountain- Valley: — Manifest of her cargo. 
Shipped in London, at different times, as follows : 

September 26, 1 775, twenty -five chaldrons coals ; Sep- 
tember 28, fourteen ditto ; September 28, fourteen ditto ; 
September 28, nineteen ditto ; September 29, fourteen dit- 
to ; September 29, twenty-one ditto. Total, one hundred 
and seven chaldrons. 

October 2, thirty bundles hoops ; October 3, porter, 
marked Calvert, seventy butts ; October 4, porter, marked 
Calvert, thirty butts. Total, one hundred butts. 

October 6, eighteen empty puncheons ; October 9, two 
hundred and twenty-five bags beans ; October 9, one hun- 
dred and fifty-six sacks potatoes; October 10, ten casks 
sour-krout; October 10, eighty live hogs; October 11, 
seventeen empty puncheons. 

October 13, completed ship's sea-stores and proceeded 
on the voyage to America. 

Sundry stores of the ship, viz : masts, sails, rigging, ca- 
bles, anchors, &c, quantity uncertain. 

Copy from the Mate's books : Stirling. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN NEW-YORK, 
DATED MONTREAL, JANUARY 27, 1 776. 

The remnant of our battalion are to hold themselves in 
readiness, and expect marching orders to-morrow. 

I am, for some time, to be stationed at the Three-Ri- 
vers, some matters being necessary to be settled with the 
Tories, who, in different parts, begin to be insulting since 
our late misfortunes at Quebeck. This makes the third 
visit I have had amongst this kind of people. I expect 
soon to be called down to Qucbeck. 

Your old friend, Captain Mott, behaved well in the at- 
tempt to storm, and in the retreat brought up the rear with 
great reputation. Our blockade at Qucbeck is yet main- 
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tained. On the 25th instant, Captain Seaborn, from Mas- 
sachusetts, the first hero that has appeared to our assist- 
ance since the repulse at Quebeck, arrived, with twenty- 
seven men. His arrival had a very good effect, for on the 
morning of the same day was found, at the Church door, 
an anonymous seditious paper, very artfully written, calcu- 
lated to stimulate the irthabilants to rise and cut us all off. 
However, I believe few of them had as much courage as 
the writer had ingenuity. They are now convinced the 
Lakes are frozen, and think the Bostonians are coming as 
thick as the trees in the woods. The Tories now seem 
quite crest-fallen. 

Let not one small disaster, among so many noble deeds, 
discourage the Sons of Liberty; especially, considering how 
the small remnant of the Army left before Quebeck dare 
to stand their ground, and form a blockade against that 
almost impregnable fortress. But I perceive it is open over 
head, and with the help of God, and a speedy reinforce- 
ment, we shall yet catch the fox in his den. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Montreal, January 27, 1776. 

Sir : Your favour of the 30th November I have just 
received. 

To a man who engages in this glorious struggle from the 
pure principle of love to his country, if he meets with the 
applauses of his countrymen for any services, it must cer- 
tainly give him very sensible pleasure. 

My brethren, in America, were not only entitled to any 
little services I may have rendered them, but ever will be 
to my most strenuous efforts to serve them, and I shall al- 
ways think myself exceeding happy, and most amply re- 
warded, if they prove successful. 

Long before this reaches you, you will have received 
the news of the unhappy attack upon Quebeck. I most 
sincerely condole with you for the loss of the brave and 
most amiable General Montgomery, and the rest of the 
brave officers and soldiers who fell gloriously with him. 

Colonel Arnold still keeps up the blockade. I have 
sent him all the troops that could possible be spared from 
this garrison. I should have immediately gone there my- 
self, but it was thought unadvisable for me, at that time, to 
leave this place, which it was necessary to secure as a 
retreat. 

Troops now begin to come in from the Colonies, and, 
as 1 have got mailers nearly settled here, I intend, in a 
little time, to proceed on to Quebeck. 

We shall want every thing; men, money, heavy can- 
non, mortars, shot and shells, and a large supply of pow- 
der, as we have not more than four tons in the Province. 
I have wrote General Schuyler my sentiments fully, upon 
what may be necessary in carrying on the siege ; also, the 
state of the Province, and what measures have been taken 
in it, which suppose he has communicated. 

To remedy the evil of sinking so much hard cash in this 
country, I have advised that every article wanted in this 
country from the Colonies, especially all kinds of West- 
India goods, and liquors, and Neiv-England rum, be 
brought over the Lakes, which I am convinced may be 
done, and sold lower than what we are now obliged to give. 
These articles may be then paid for in Continental money, 
and that, in my opinion, will go a great way towards giving 
it a currency. 

I am, with the greatest esteem and respect, sir, your 

most obedient, humble servant, t-v „, 

' David Wooster. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of 
Congress. 

GENERAL WOOSTER TO GENERAL SCHOYLER. 

Montreal, January 27, 177G. 

Dear Sir: Your favour of the 14th instant, with the 
money, was delivered to me by Captain Benson, and the 
other gentlemen. I was very happy to receive th.&.eas^ 
which was greatly wanted, and more so, to hear that a 
large reinforcement are coming on ; a few have already 
arrived as volunteers, which adds fresh spirits to our men. 
With what assistance 1 have already supplied Colonel Ar- 
nold, and the recruits which I shall soon send him, 1 have 
great hopes he will be able to continue the blockade till we 



ate prepared to prosecute, vigorously, different measures. 
By what information I have been able to procure, I fear 
that their provisions will last them till they can be relieved 
in the Spring ; you will, therefore, see the necessity of for- 
warding heavy cannon, mortars, shells, and shot, with a 
large supply of powder. Colonel Ritzema, who will hand 
you this, will inform you how necessary a large supply of 
those things will be to us, in carrying on our operations. 

We have, in this Province, many of the officers of the 
New-York battalions, who are desirous of continuing in the 
service, but their regiments are broken to pieces ; many 
are returned home, and some, when their term of inlist- 
ments were out, inlisted into other corps. I could wish 
that those battalions could be speedily filled up, for which 
purpose I have consented that Colonel Ritzema should 
proceed to Albany, and there he will receive your direc- 
tions. 

I have called in most of the commissions which Carle- 
ton had given to the officers of Militia in this part of the 
Province, (that is, down as far as Three- Rivers,) and given 
out new ones, under the Congress. Those who refuse to 
give up their commissions under Cftrlcton, (and I expect 
some will,) I shall consider as enemies to us, and as such 
shall make prisoners of them. I allow each Parish to 
choose their own officers, which, I find, pleases them much, 
I hope it will be attended with happy consequences, as 
those who take commissions under the Congress will be, 
afraid to desert our cause, and no principle operates sq 
strongly upon the minds of the Canadians as fear. 

I am, also, about establishing a Committee of Safety in 
this town, which will be, also, a Committee of Correspon- 
dence. They will, by settling a thousand trifling disputes, 
ease me of a very great burden. But I have something 
further in view: when it is once established in this town, 
perhaps other places in this country will be inclined to fol- 
low the example, and by degrees they may possibly be led 
to choose a Provincial Congress, and, of course, Delegates 
for the Continental Congress. 1 confess, to me there ap- 
pears at least a plausibility in the scheme. What we wish, 
we easily believe. 

I have already wrote you, that I think it of importance 
to send Sutlers into this Province. You are sensible that it 
will be next to impossible to procure hard money sufficient 
for maintaining an army here, and I am convinced that 
many articles may be brought over the Lakes, into this 
Province, to great advantage. Will it not, therefore, be 
well to give every possible encouragement for the bringing 
of every article wanted in this Province from the Colonies, 
not only for the use of the Army, but for the people of the 
country. Possibly, by that means, we may gain a cur- 
rency for our Continental money. 

I expect, in a little time, to get matters in such a way here 
as to be able to leave this place, when I shall immediately 
proceed to our camp before Quebeck, and can then be un- 
der better advantages to determine what measures to pur- 
sue. 

Mr. Pelissier, of Three-Rivers, tells me that he shall 
not be able to cast any shells for us till the 1st of May. 

Colonel Arnold has not, as yet, sent me General Mont- 
gomery's letters and papers. When they arrive, I shall 
forward to you all such as are not necessary for the rule of 
my conduct, and shall certainly take particular care of the 
baggage of the dear, deceased General, and of your worthy 
Aid-de-camp. 

Major Lockwood and Captain Rensselaer desire me to 
present their respects to you. I have appointed Captain 
Rensselaer Deputy Mustermaster-General. I found that 
it was impossible, consistently for the good of the service, 
to do any longer wfthout one. Hope it will be approved 
of. 

I am, dear sir, most respectfully, your very humble ser- 

TOnt > David Wooster. 

To General Schuyler. 

P. S. I could wish that the Paymaster may be sent over 
as quick as possible, as we shall be able to make some lit- 
tle use of Continental money m paying the troops here. As 
we shall be obliged to make use of a considerable part of 
the hard cash now received, in paying sums that we have 
borrowed for a few days only, we shall, in a very short time, 
be in very great need of more. 
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Colonel Campbell sent in to Governour Carleton, by the 
flag of truce which came out for the prisoners' baggage, 
that he would gladly pay the value of General Montgome- 
ry's watch, if it could be procured, the consequence of 
which was, they sent out the watch without requiring pay, 
and I now send it to you by Colonel Ritzema. 



LEVI ALLEN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Salisbury, in Connecticut, January 27, 1776. 

May it please tour Excellency : I have rode some 
hundred miles in consequence of my brother Ethan Allen 
(commonly called Colonel Allen) being taken prisoner near 
Montreal, 25ih September last, waited on your Excellency 
at Head-Quarters, in Cambridge, in December last ; since 
that waited on General Schuyler, on the same business. 
He read me a paragraph of your Excellency's letter, direct- 
ing him to inquire what was become of Colonel Allen, and 
desired me, if possible, to get some evidence of the treat- 
ment he met with after being taken prisoner. Accordingly 
have spared neither trouble nor cost to accomplish the 
same. One affidavit only have been able to obtain, which 
here enclose. 

There is a number of the Ministerial troops in this and 
the neighbouring Colonies, prisoners, but few of them have 
seen my brother since a prisoner ; only those taken on board 
the Gaspee, brig, and, it is next to impossible to get any 
of them to say Allen or any other prisoner was used ill, 
for fear of retaliation, besides they have been charged by 
Prescott, and all the officers, not to mention Allen's being 
put in irons on pain of death. 

The soldier that made the affidavit here enclosed, was 
very loath, and 1 should not have obtained it, but he had 
previously dropped words to the same import of the affida- 
vit. I then brought him before proper authority, and told 
him he must declare on oath whether Colonel Allen was 
put in irons or not ; then he declared on oath what the affi- 
davit says, at the same time begged none present would 
mention his name. 

Have some thoughts of going to England, incognito, after 
my brother, but am not positively certain he is sent there, 
though believe he is. Beg your Excellency will favour me 
with a line, and acquaint me if any intelligence concerning 
bjm, and, if your Excellency pleases, your opinion of the 
expediency of going after him, and whether your Excel- 
lency would think proper to advance any money for that 
purpose, as my brother was a man blessed with more forti- 
tude than fortune. Your Excellency may think, at first 
thought, I can do nothing by going to England ; I feel as if 
could do a great deal, by raising a mob in London, bribing 
the jailer, or by getting into some servile employment with 
the jailer, and over-faithfulness, make myself master of the 
key, or at least be able to lay my hand on it some night. 
1 beg your Excellency will countenance my going ; can 
muster more than one hundred pounds, my own property ; 
shall regard spending that no more than one copper. 

Your Excellency must know Allen was not only a bro- 
ther, but a real friend, that sticketh closer than a brother. 
Have two brothers in the Continental Army, one a Cap- 
tain, the other a Lieutenant — the latter with the army be- 
fore Queiecfc. Whether he is there now or with General 
Montgomery, in Heaven, cannot tell. We look up to your 
Excellency as our political father, and head of a great 
people. 

Your Excellency's most obedient, ever faithful, and very 
humble servant, Levi Allen> 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

N. B. If your Excellency chooses I should wait on you 
personally, I only wait your commands. Cannot live with- 
out going to England, if my brother is sent there. Beg 
your Excellency will not discover this letter, lest the ad- 
verse party know my design. 

Ulster County, ss : 

Peter Rammon, of lawful age, testifieth and saith, that 
sometime the latter end of September, or forepart of Octo- 
ber last past, he, this deponent, was on board the Gaspee, 
brio-, near Montreal, when a man called Colonel Allen was 
brought on board, and put in irons, and continued so for 
more than thirty days, not free from his irons one minute, 



day or night, to the best of this deponent's knowledge and 
belief, as this deponent see said Allen often every day, and 
often every night, during the thirty days and something 
more, and that said Allen was very sick during the whole 
time with the yellow-jaundice, and was attended by Doctor 
Huntley every day; and further, deponent saith not. 

Peter Rammon. 

Sworn before me, the 19th day of January, 1776. 

William Elsworth, Justice of the Peace. 

Levi Allen, of lawful age, testifieth and saith, that on 
the 19th day of January, 1116, this deponent was at King- 
ston, in Ulster County, and Province of New- York, when 
a soldier belonging to the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, (the No. 
26 marked on his coat buttons,) named Peter Rammon, as 
he said, personally appeared before William Elsworth, Esq., 
one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace, and being duly 
deposed on the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, made 
solemn oath to the truth of the above deposition, in the pre- 
sence of this deponent ; and further this deponent saith not. 

Levi Allen. 
Canaan, Litchfield County, ss: 
January 28, 1776. 

Then personally appeared the above signer, Levi Allen, 
and made solemn oath to the above before me. 

Samuel Forbes, Justice of Peace. 

Ulster County, ss : 

This is to certify, that on the 19th day of January, 1776, 
a soldier belonging to the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, and 
taken prisoner at Montreal, appeared before me, Johannis 
Snyder, one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace for said 
County, and declared upon his honour, that he saw one Col- 
onel Allen, belonging to the Continental Army, and taken 
prisoner by the regular troops, and put aboard the Gaspee, 
brig, under guard, with a bar of iron fixed to one of his legs, 
and iron fixed to his hands, and was sent in that situation 
down the river to Quebeck. I then asked him whether he 
would be so kind as to make affidavit of the truth of the 
matter; he answered he could not undertake such, for these 
particular reasons : For if the officers should know that he 
had made affidavit, or even said so, (and undoubtedly they 
would hear of it,) they would punish him to death, and 
begged of me not to mention his name, for fear of severe 
punishment, and I promised him not to discover him. 

Witness my hand the day and year above written. 

Johannis Snyder. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge, January 27, 1776. 

Dear Sir : Your favour of the 22d instant, enclosing 
Colonel Arnold's letter of the 2d, explained the doubt we 
were in, respecting his detachment, is received. Happy 
would it have been for our cause, if that party could have 
got out of the city of Quebeck, as I am much afraid, from 
the complexion of the letters from that place, that there is 
little hope of Arnold's continuing the blockade without as- 
sistance from Wooster, which he is determined not to give, 
whether with propriety or not, 1 shall not, at this distance, 
undertake to decide. 

The sad reverse of our affairs, in that quarter, calls loudly 
for every exertion in your power to restore them to the 
promising aspect they so lately wore. For this reason, 
notwithstanding you think the necessity of troops from 
hence is, in some measure, superseded, 1 will not counter- 
mand the order and appointment of officers which are gone 
forth from this Government, Connecticut and New-Hamp- 
shire, for raising a regiment each, till Congress, (who are 
informed of it,) shall have decided upon the measure. I 
consider that the important period is now arrived, when the 
Canadians, and, consequently, their Indians, must take 
their side. Should any indecisive operations of ours, there- 
fore, give the bias against us, it is much easier to foresee 
than to rectify the dreadful consequences which must in- 
evitably follow from it. I consider, also, that the rein- 
forcement under the command of Colonel Warner, and 
such other spirited men as have left the western parts of 
the New-England Governments, is only temporary, and 
may fail when most wanted ; as we find it next to impossi- 
ble to detain men (not fast bound) in service after they 



■-" •■ ■-"■-■•-■-" 



iMttMiutmmtitim 



873 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, fcc, JANUARY, 1776. 



874 



get a little tired of the duties of it, and home-sick. These, 
my dear sir, are the great outlines which good men use in 
this affair. If Congress mark them as strongly as I do, 
they will not wish to starve the cause at so critical a pe- 
riod. If they think differently, they will direct accord- 
ingly, and I must stand corrected for the errors my zeal 
hath led me into. 

Colonel Porter, said to be an exceeding active man, is 
appointed to the command of the regiment from this Go- 
vernment ; Colonel Burrell to the one from Connecticut ; 
Colopel Biddle to that from New-Hampshire. The two 
last are represented to me as men of spirit and influence ; 
so that, from these accounts, I have no doubt of their get- 
ting into Canada in a very short time, as I have endea- 
voured to excite the spirit of emulation. I wish, most ar- 
dently, that the state of your health may permit you to 
meet them there. The possession of Qutbeck, and entire 
reduction of Canada this Winter, so as to have leisure to 
prepare for the defence of it in the Spring, is of such great 
and extensive importance to the well-being of America, 

that I wish to see matters under the direction But 

I will say no more, you will come at my meaning. 

I am a little embarrassed to know in what manner to 
conduct myself with respect to the Caughnaivaga Indians 
now here. They have, notwithstanding the treaty of neu- 
trality, which I find they entered into with you the other 
day, (agreeable to what appears to be the sense of Con- 
gress,) signified to me a desire of taking up arms in behalf 
of the United Colonies. The Chief of them, and whom I 
■understand is now the first man of the nation, intends, as it 
is intimated to me, to apply to me for a commission, with 
assurances of raising four or five hundred men when he re- 
turns. My embarrassment does not proceed so much from 
the impropriety of encouraging these people to depart from 
their neutrality (accepting their own voluntary offer rather) 
as from the expense which probably may follow. I am 
sensible that if they do not desire to be idle, that they will 
be for or against us. I am sensible, also, that no artifices 
will be left unessayed to engage them against us; their 
proffered services, therefore, ought not to be rejected ; but 
how far, under the little knowledge I have of these peo- 
ple's policy and real intentions, and your want of their aid, 
1 ought to go, is the question that puzzles me. I will en- 
deavour, however, to please them by yielding, in appear- 
ance, to their demands, reserving, at the same time, the 
power in you to regulate their numbers and movements, of 
which you shall be more fully informed when any thing is 
fixed. At present, what they have mentioned is a kind of 
out-door's talk. They expect and are waiting to see Col- 
onel Bedel {who promised to meet them here) before they 
open themselves fully. 

What can you do in compliance of Arnold's request of 
mortars, Sic. ? If Knox disfurnished you, I am almost 
sorry for it, as I believe I shall never get wherewithal to 
feed them here. I congratulate you upon the success 
of your expedition into Tryon County. I hope Gene- 
ral Lee will execute a work of the same kind on Long- 
Island, 8ic. It is high time to begin with our internal foes, 
when we are threatened with such severity of chastise- 
ment from our kind parent without. 

That the Supreme Disposer of every good may bestow 
health, strength, and spirits to you and your army, is 
the fervent wish of, dear sir, your most affectionate and 
obedient servant, 



To General Schuyler. 



George Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL WOOSTER. 

Cambridge, January 27, 1776. 

Sir: On the 17th instant I received the melancholy ac- 
count of the unfortunate attack on the city of Quebeclc, 
attended with the fall of General Montgomery and others, 
and the misfortune of Colonel Arnold being wounded. This 
unhappy affair affects me in a sensible manner, and I con- 
dole with you upon the occasion. 

Having received no intelligence later than the copy of 
Colonel Arnold's letter to you of the 2d, I would willingly 
hope, that he is in no worse situation than he then was, 
though I confess my fears have been great, lest these mis- 
fortunes should have been succeeded by others. 

I need not mention to you the importance of Canada in 



the scale of our affairs — to whomsoever it belongs, in their 
favour, probably, will the balance turn. If it is ours, suc- 
cess will crown our virtuous struggles; if our enemy's, the 
contest, at best, will be doubtful, hazardous, and bloody. 
Government being fully convinced of these facts, will, most 
assuredly, send a strong and considerable reinforcement to 
QuebecJc early in the Spring, which will render the reduc- 
tion of it exceedingly difficult if not impracticable. The 
great and important work must, then, be accomplished in 
the course of the present Winter, or the rights of America 
may be lost forever. I must, therefore, entreat you, in 
case General Schuyler's indisposition should not permit him 
to act, to exert yourself upon the occasion as much as you 
possibly can, and to give ever}' assistance in your power 
for completing our conquest in that quarter. Three regi- 
ments are raising in this and the Governments of Connec- 
ticut and New- Hampshire, with all possible expedition, and 
two from Pennsylvania and the Jerseys have been ordered 
by Congress for this purpose, besides a number of men un- 
der the command of Colonel Warner. When these arrive 
and join the troops already there, I confidently hope that, 
should the command devolve upon you, you will not only 
reinstate our affairs in their former pleasing situation, but 
will be the happy means of adding the only link wanting in 
the grand chain of Continental Union. You will then have 
an opportunity of employing your abilities for your coun- 
try's weal, and rendering her services never to be forgotten. 
1 am, Sic. 



To General Wooster. 



George Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL ARNOLD. 

Cambridge, January 27, 1776. 

Dear Sir - On the 17th instant I received the melan- 
choly account of the unfortunate attack on the city of Que- 
beclc, attended with the fall of General Montgomery and 
other brave officers and men, and your being wounded. 
This unhappy affair affects me in a very sensible manner, 
and I sincerely condole with you upon the occasion. But 
in the midst of distress I am happy to find that suitable 
honours were paid to the remains of Mr. Montgomery ; arid 
our officers and soldiers, who have fallen into their hands, 
treated with kindness and humanity. 

Having received no intelligence later than the copy of 
your letter of the 2d, to General Wooster, I would fain 
hope that you are not in a worse situation than you then 
were, though I confess I have greatly feared that their mis- 
fortunes would be succeeded by others, on account of your 
unhappy condition and the dispirited slate of the officers 
and men. If they have not, I trust when you are joined 
by three regiments now raising in this and the Governments 
of Connecticut and New- Hampshire, and two others, or- 
dered by the Congress from Pennsylvania and the Jerseys 
with the men already sent by Colonel Warner, that these 
misfortunes will be done away, and things resume a more 
favourable and promising appearance than ever. 

I need not mention to you the great importance of this 
place, and the consequent possession of all Canada in the 
scale of American affairs ; you are well apprized of it. To 
whomsoever it belongs, in their favour, probably, will the 
balance turn. If it is in ours, success, I think, will most cer- 
tainly crown our virtuous struggles ; if it is in theirs, the con- 
test, at least, will be doubtful, hazardous, and bloody. The 
glorious work must be accomplished in the Qourse of this 
Winter, otherwise it will become difficult, most probably 
impracticable. For Administration knowing that it will be 
impossible ever to reduce us to a state of slavery and arbi- 
trary rule without it, will certainly send a large reinforce- 
ment there in the Spring. 1 am fully convinced that your 
exertions will be invariably directed to this grand object; 
and I already view the approaching day, when you and 
your brave followers will enter this important Fortress with 
every honour and triumph attendant on victory and con- 
quest. Then will you have added the only link wanting 
in the great chain of Continental Union, and rendered the 
freedom of your country secure. 

Wishing you a speedy recovery, and the possession of 
those laurels which your bravery and perseverance justly 

merit, I am, dear sir, &c, r, *„ 

George Washington. 

To Colonel Arnold. 
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1 GENERAL WASHINGTON TO WILLIAM WHIPPLE. 

Cambridge, January 27, 1776. 

Sir : There were three accounts exhibited against the 
United Colonies, by different persons in your Province : 

One by Jonathan Burnham for - - £40 7 5 
One for horse hire, 8sc, per Sam , l Hobart, 8 5 
One by yourself for sundry expenses, - 26 2 5 



£74 14 10 

I think it will be more regular that the accounts above 
mentioned should be settled by Agents, that will doubtless 
be appointed by the Congress, to settle the accounts that 
are or may be depending with the different Provinces. This 
is the reason that 1 do not at present enter upon an exami- 
nation of these accounts. 

I am, sir, your most bumble servant, 

George Washington. 
To William Whipple, Esq. 



{general Washington] to the committee or safety 

AT NEWBURYPORT. 

Cambridge, January 27, 177S, 

I am commanded by his Excellency General Washing- 
ton, to inquire from your Committee about two hundred 
and fifteen stand of arms which belonged to the Province, 
and were sent, by General Sullivan to Portsmouth, As 
this Army stands much in need of good arms, the General 
would be glad to know from you, whether these arms are 
returned or not; if they are, it will be doing great service 
to the country that they be with all speed forwarded to 
this camp. I am, &c, 
To the Committee of Safety, at Newburyport. 



THOMAS PALMER TO PHILIP LIVINGSTON. 

Newburgh, January 28, 1776. 
Sir : I cannot account for the conduct of our Commit- 
tee of Safety with respect to the fortification to be erected 
at Pooploop's Point, in the Highlands. It was seven days 
after my return from Philadelphia before any letter was 
sent to the Commissioners ; and when they received it, it 
contained only the resolve of the Continental Congress, 
without any instructions accompanying it. The Commis- 
sioner then at the post not judging proper to proceed, 
sent off a person express to the Committee for instructions. 
This express returned but yesterday, and (as I am in- 
formed) the instructions now are, to finish a piece of work 
now begun at Martelaer's Point, which, I suppose, will take 
up near a month. Whether the Committee of Safety has 
received any further advice from the Continental Congress 
which may justify their conduct, I know not. If they 
have not, I think their conduct most unaccountable. The 
season of the year is no argument why they cannot pro- 
ceed, as there is now lying at New- Windsor the timber 
and other materials for a barrack ; the boards already 
dressed, those for the floors grooved, and the shingles pre- 
pared for the roof. Besides, a more favourable season than 
the present cannot be, at tins season of the year, for trans- 
porting the same down to Pooploop's Point, as the river is 
now so froze, that sleighs go frequently on the ice with 
great safety, and teams may easily be collected to carry it 
down in one day to the spot. And the carpenters can 
have lodgings in the neighbourhood of Pooploop's Point, 
while they may be putting this barrack up, which can be 
done in a very short time, and, when finished, will be a suf- 
ficient cover for one hundred and sixty men, (or more, if 
necessary.) And should the present opportunity be neg- 
lected until the river begins to break up, another chance 
may not happen until the middle of March or the first of 
April, and, by that means, all work at this important post 
must be neglected, until such a season as that we may be 
daily exposed to the enemy, with no other place of defence 
than that at Martelaer's Point, which I think nothing of, 
even with the little addition they are now erecting, for, when 
that is done, not a single gun can command the reach of the 
river. Moreover, if this barrack were carried down and 
covered, the season would not prevent throwing up the 
battery at Martelaer's Point; and a better season cannot be 
than the present, to collect, from the country back, such 



timber as may be necessary for carrying on the work. Ano- 
ther most material article, and that is, two and a half inch 
plank, for the platform of the fortification, which ought now 
to be engaged at the mills, to be ready early in the Spring. 

If, therefore, a fortification at Pooploop's Point is of real 
importance for the security of part of this and the other 
Provinces, it ought by no means to be delayed, especially 
when there is no kind of difficulty in prosecuting of it. I gave 
my Sentiments to the Committee before 1 left New-York, 
and have since mentioned it in the postscript of a letter to 
them on another occasion ; and as nothing is yet done, and 
our time wasting, I thought proper to communicate my sen- 
timents to you, and desire you will confer with Mr. Jay on 
the matter; and should you be of opinion with me, I think 
you ought to consult with Colonel McDougall, and some 
other principal gentlemen of the Provincial Congress now 
at New-York, that a matter of so much importance as this 
may happen to be, may not any longer be neglected. 

1 am, sir, with due respect, your most humble servant, 

Thomas Palmer. 
To Philip Livingston, Esq. 



EDWARD MOTT TO G0VERN0UR TRUMBULL. 

Salisbury, January 28, 177G. 

Honoured Sir : Since my last I have been through the 
town of Canaan, as well as in this town, and have had 
some opportunity with the inhabitants, and find that when 
I wrote to your Honour I had not the true and genuine 
sentiments of the people in these parts, as they inform me. 
They say that they had been taught to believe that I never 
held any commission till last year, and that 1 knew nothing 
of my duty without first inquiring of Captain Buel. I was 
surprised to hear the suggestion, as I am sure I never went 
to inquire after my duty from that quarter; and I find that 
the people are not uneasy, as I then supposed, but that a 
small dust hath been struck up by some designing person?. 
My rank is as I hinted to your Honour in my last, but still 
desire that things may be so conducted as shall be for the 
best good of the service. If I should go in the service, and 
Captain Buel should not, should be glad that Captain 
John Stevens might be thought of in Canaan. I should 
also think that Mr. Strong, the bearer of this, might be 
serviceable, if appointed to be an officer in the service. If 
your Honour should think proper to raise any more of the 
regiment in the eastward part of the Colony, there are 
Captain Belcher and Captain Witter, both of Preston, who 
would be glad of an appointment, and I should think would 
soon raise men for subalterns. Captain Throop will be 
able to advise. I mention this, as Captain Starr, and some 
others your Honour appointed, are in other service. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Edward Mott. 

To His Honour Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour of 
Connecticut. 

P. S. Honoured Sir : I should have wrote more, but 
this is all the paper that I can obtain. Would just mention, 
that I never disputed rank with Captain Buel, last year, as 
General Schuyler gave me an appointment soon after his 
arrival, which was above any single Captain in the Army, 
so that I never did duty with him. 

Edward Mott. 



JOHN FOWLER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

New-York, January 28, 1776. 
Honoured Sir: In doing a good natured action to oblige 
one of my customers, I have been unhappily drawn in to 
be suspected of being unfriendly to the country that gave 
me existence, although what I did was without any other 
design than to serve my neighbour, and, therefore, inno- 
cent ; yet, as I get my livelihood by keeping a publick 
house, and as this matter of my having been suspected of 
being an enemy to my country, will become publick, and 
spread abroad, even among my customers and country 
friends, and they, not knowing my innocence, may avoid 
me, and, therefore, it may become prejudicial to my busi- 
ness ; I, therefore, entreat it as a favour, that whenever 
your honourable Board shall be fully satisfied of my inno- 
cence in the matter, that you will be pleased to give me 
such certificate, for me to publish to the world, of your being 
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SP satisfied, as shall restore me to the good opinion of the 

publick, at least, that I may be left as I was found. 

Which would greatly oblige, honoured sir, your most 

obedient, and very humble servant, T „ 

John t owler. 

To the Chairman of the Honourable Committee of Safety, 
for the Province of New- York. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CAPTAIN MANLY. 

Cambridge, January 28, 1776, 

Sir : T received your agreeable letter of the 26th instant, 
giving an account of your having taken and carried into 
Plymouth, two of the enemy's transports. Your conduct 
in engaging the eight-gun schooner, with so kw hands as 
you went out with, your attention in securing your prizes, 
and your general good behaviour since you first engaged in 
the service, merits mine and your country's thanks. 

You may be assured that every attention will be" paid to 
any reasonable request of yours, and that you shall have 
the command of a stronger vessel of war ; but, as it will 
take up some time before such a one can be fitted out, my 
desire is, that you continue in the Hancock, until the end 
of the cruise. When that is out you will come to Head- 
Quarters, and we will confer together on the subject of the 
other ship. 

I wish you could engage men at Plymouth to make your 
complement at least forty ttrong. It would enable you to 
encounter the small tenders that may fall in your way, 
though I would rather have you avoid an engagement, 
until you have a ship that will place you upon a more 
equal footing with your enemy. I need not recommend 
to you to proceed again and pursue your good fortune. 

1 wish you could inspire the Captains of the other armed 
Schooners under your command with some of your activity 
and industry. Cannot you appoint such stations for them, 
where they may have the best chance of intercepting sup- 
plies going to the enemy ? They dare not disobey your 
orders, as it is mentioned in the instructions I have given 
to each of them, that they are to be under your command 
as Commodore; and, as such, I desire that you will give 
them such instructions in writing, as to you will appear 
proper for the good of the service. 

I am, sir, wishing you a continuance of success, yours, 
&c. 

'' George Washington. 

To Commodore John Manly, of the Hancock, Armed 
Schooner. 



the General's request that these arms be delivered up to 
Colonel Parsons. 1 am, &c. 

To , Esq., Chairman, &,c. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO WILLIAM WATSON. 

Cambridge, January 28, 1776. 

Sir: Your letter to his Excellency of the 26th, is come 
to hand, with the papers found on board the Norfolk, and 
Happy-Return, transports, taken by Commodore Manly. 
You will please to libel them immediately, and the sooner 
they are brought to trial the more agreeable it will be to the 
General. You will take notice that the private property 
of the Captains and crews are to be carefully guarded for 
them, and that his Excellency approves much of your pre- 
caution in getting the ships to the wharf in order to secure 
the small articles from pillagers. 

I hope the Harrison is out on her cruise, and wish she 
may make a successful one. The General writes by this 
conveyance to the Commodore. If he is in port you will 
please to give him the letter. Yours, Sic. 

To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



[general Washington] to committee of newburyport, 
massachusetts. 

Cambridge, January 28, 1776. 

Sir : The great need this Army is in for good arms makes 
it necessary to endeavour to procure them in any place 
where his Excellency thinks they may be had without great 
inconveniency; he has commanded me, to beg your con- 
sent that the arms you was pleased to lend General Sulli- 
van, on his last excursion to Portsmouth, may be sent to 
this camp, for which the appraised value will be cheerfully 
paid. Colonel Parsons will deliver you this, and has the 
General's instructions to send them to Cambridge, provided 
your honourable Committee have no objections to parting 
with them. When they know that it will be of the greatest 
service to the glorious cause we are engaged in, that these 
arms should be put into the hands of our soldiers, I dare 
say they will readily comply with his Excellency's request, 
and give Colonel Parsons an order for them, which will 
very much oblige the General. 

I have the honour to be, &tc. 
To Jonathan Jackson, Esq., Chairman, &c. 



[general Washington] to the committee of ports- 
mouth. NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Cambridge, January 28, 1776. 
Sir : Colonel Parsons has instructions from his Excellen- 
cy to get an order from the Committee at Newburyport, for 
the delivery of two hundred and fifteen stand of arms, which 
General Sullivan ordered in his name should be delivered 
for the service on which he last went to Portsmouth. It is 



SUSSEX COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, January 29, 1775. 

This Committee from tender feelings for their poor suf- 
fering and distressed brethren of the Borough of Norfolk, 
(who, from their small possessions, and daily labour, were 
enabled to support themselves, their wives, and tender in- 
fants,) are by the tyrannical, cruel, and destructive exe- 
cutioner of Ministerial vengeance, Lord Dunmore, and his 
banditti of Blacks, and Scotch Tories, and Jacobites, re- 
duced to the most affecting wants of every necessary sup- 
port of life, have resolved to exert themselves (in which 
they have the pleasure to find their constituents zealously 
joining them) in providing houses for the reception of as 
many poor people as they can, with a sufficient quantity 
of land to cultivate; to which the Committee, in the most 
affectionate manner, invite them, hoping thereby, in some 
measure, to alleviate anxiety, and remove their distresses, 
in being thus provided for by their brethren beyond the 
reach of Lord Dunmore's oppressive hand, and the dread- 
ful effects of his nocturnal design, and robberies, declaring 
at the same time, that this invitation does not proceed from 
those base, ungenerous, and selfish views suggested by his 
Lordship, in his late publication, but from motives that his 
Lordship and his abetters appear to be entire strangers to. 
Augustine Claiborne, Chairman. 



HANOVER COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee, on Monday, the 29th 
of January, the following gentlemen were chosen Officers 
to the Company of Regulars to be raised in this County, 
viz : Richard Clough Anderson, Captain ; John Ander- 
son, First Lieutenant; William Bentley, Second Lieute- 
nant, and Robert Tompkins, Ensign. 

Extract from the Proceedings: 

William Bentley, Clerk. 



JOHN HANCOCK TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, January 29, 1776. 

Sir : The Congress have received your letter of the 19th 
instant, and highly commend your prudence and zeal, in 
applying to the Governments of New-Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, and Connecticut, to raise forces for the ser- 
vice of Canada at this exigency. They have fond hopes, 
by the zeal and alacrity of those Colonies, troops will be 
forwarded with such expedition as will not only succour 
our friends, but in some measure retrieve our loss, and put 
us in possession of Quebeck before our enemies can receive 
reinforcements. 

The Congress have agreed to add the Massachusetts 
Regiment to the forces they at first destined for Canada'; 
this is the more necessary, as it is now uncertain whether 
two battalions, as was expected, can be raised out of the 
troops in that country; but they do not, by this, mean to 
weaken your Army. They have, therefore, ordered that 
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the three regiments you applied for from Massachusetts- 
Bay, New- Hampshire, and Connecticut, shall be exclu- 
sive of the thirteen wanted for the Army at Cambridge. 

By the latest advices from Engla7id, it appears that Ad- 
ministration are determined to exert themselves, and send 
a considerable force against us next Spring, though, at the 
same lime, they pretend to say that they will offer terns 
of accommodation, and mean only, by their armament, to 
enforce their terms. It behooves us, therefore, to be ready 
to receive them; for, should an accommodation take place, 
the terms will be severe, or favourable, in proportion to our 
ability to resist. 

The Congress highly approve your sending General 
Lee to the assistance of New- York, as a measure judicious 
and necessary, and have also appointed three of their body 
to repair to New-York, and confer with General Lee and 
the Committee of Safety of Ne w- York, on the subject of 
putting that Colony in a posture of defence. 

General Prescott arrived here last Thursday, and is this 
day ordered into close confinement in the jail of this city. 
I must beg leave to refer you to the enclosed resolutions. 

I send, by this express, commissions for the Massachu- 
setts battalion, and the money ordered, to the Assembly. 

I have the honour to be, witli the greatest esteem, sir, 
your most obedient, humble servant, 

John Hancock, President. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO ASSEMBLY OF MASSACHUSETTS- 

BAY. 

Philadelphia, January 29, 1776. 

Gentlemen: The Congress highly approve the pru- 
dence and zeal of the General, in applying to you and the 
other Colonies, to raise forces for the service of Canada in 
the present exigency ; and, at the same time, highly com- 
mend the ready attention you have shown to his applica- 
tion, and the alacrity with which you undertook, and 
the expedition with which you proceed in, the business. 
These they consider as additional proofs of your meritori- 
ous attachment to the common cause, and may produce 
signal advantages. 

There is the greatest reason to hope that the speedy ar- 
rival of troops in Canada will not only repair the losses 
our troops have met with there, but, in all probability, put 
us in possession of Quebeck before our enemies can send 
reinforcements. 

It is easy to perceive how much this will advance our 
cause, and disappoint our enemies. It is, therefore, the 
earnest desire of the Congress that you would continue to 
exert your utmost endeavours, with all possible expedi- 
tion, to raise and forward both the regiment and matrosses. 
That no time may be lost, I am directed to forward to 
you blank commissions, and to inform you that twelve 
thousand five hundred dollars are drawn for, and will be 
sent you, for defraying the expenses of raising, equipping, 
and paying the men, which you will please to despatch by 
companies as fast as they can be got ready. The Con- 
gress have adopted the recommendation of your House to 
the General, respecting the arms of the soldiers, as you 
will perceive by the enclosed resolutions. 

I would just observe that, important as the service in 
Canada is, it cannot be carried on without specie. It is, 
therefore, earnestly recommended to the several Legisla- 
tures on the Continent to collect whatever silver and gold 
they can, and inform Congress thereof, that they may 
send Continental bills in exchange for it. In this business 
I trust your zeal will not be wanting. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

John Hancock, President. 

To the Assembly of Massachusetts-Bay. 



an offer for the whole he has, which is about twenty-five 
pieces. 

1 am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Peter T. Curtenius. 
To the Committee of Safety. 

P. S. Enclosed is a calculation which Mr. Grant sent 
me, by which it appears it costs four pounds one shilling 
and six pence per piece. 

WILLIAM PALFREY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Stamford, January 29, 1776. 
Sir : General Lee, being unfortunately visited with the 
gout or rheumatism, has directed me to enclose to your 
Excellency the copy of a letter he has just received, by 
express, from the President of the Continental Congress. 
General Lee would have wrote you, but the position of 
writing is so very painful that he hopes you will excuse 
him. Notwithstanding his illness, he is determined to go 
forward to-morrow in a litter, which he has ordered to be 
prepared for that purpose. He begs his compliments to 
Mrs. Washington and the family, to which we beg leave 
to add those of Mr. Byrd, and your Excellency's most 
obedient and humble servant, 

William Palfrey, Aid-de-camp. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 



PETER T. CURTENIUS TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

New-York, January 29, 1776. 
Gentlemen: Agreeable to your desire, I have in- 
quired about raven's duck, and found some at Mr. Grant's, 
for which he asks five pounds ten shillings per piece, 
vyhich is forty-five shillings per piece higher than I gave 
for the same sort last Summer. Should be glad to have 
your orders how much to purchase, as Mr. Grant has had 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read February 9, 1776.] 

Albany, Monday, January 29, 1776. 

Sir : Yesterday, at four o'clock, I had the honour to re- 
ceive your despatches of the 20th instant. 

Congress will perceive by the copy of General Washing- 
ton's letter, which I had the honour to enclose you in my 
last, that a regiment is raising in the Massachusetts-Bay ; 
and yesterday I received a letter from Colonel Fellows, 
who was to have raised and commanded a regiment in con- 
sequence of my consent given to the Committee of Berk- 
shire. I hope my answer to that letter will prove satis- 
factory to Congress. 

On Sunday, January 14, I wrote to General Wooster. 
The following is an extract of my letter : 

" Dear Sir: At six last night, Mr. Antill delivered me 
your despatches. It is much easier to conceive than to 
describe the distress it has occasioned me. In the gallant 
and amiable General Montgomery the Continent has suf- 
fered a vast loss. May Heaven graciously be pleased to 
extricate you out of the perilous situation you are in. At 
this distance it would be presumption in me to direct what 
measures should be taken ; these can only be determined 
by events as they turn up. May God guide your councils 
and bless your operations. 

" Expresses are already gone to Congress and General 
Washington. I have proposed to the latter, to detach 
three thousand men to your assistance by the way of Num~ 
ber Four, Onion-River, and Missisque-Bay. I have fur- 
nished Colonel Warner with money to engage all the men 
he possibly can, and to send them on to you without the 
least delay. I am in great hopes from that gentleman's 
zeal, that he will be able to procure men. 

" As I have by repeated letters observed to Congress 
the necessity of sending troops immediately into Canada, 
it is probable that some are on their march from New-Jer- 
sey ; the moment they arrive here, I shall push them for- 
ward, or conduct them myself, if my health will permit. 1 
shall arrange matters in such a manner that I make no 
doubt they will arrive in Canada in six or seven days from 
this. 

" I am very happy that you have issued orders not to let 
any men depart, although the term for which they are in- 
listed is expired. You may rest assured, sir, that a conduct 
so prudent, will meet with the fullest approbation. 

" By all means secure a retreat for Colonel Arnold at 
Montreal; and should Carleton follow you there, as you 
may certainly expect succours, I do not doubt but you 
will suffer every hardship before you will give up the town. 
Our cause, sir, is just, and I trust that Divine Providence 
will dispel this untoward cloud, and that we shall again re- 
ceive its smiles." 

As I have no return of the arrangement made in Ca- 
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nada, I cannot fill up the commissions ; I sometime ago 
wrote to General Montgomery for it, and should probably 
have had it, had we been so happy as not to have lost him. 
I have reminded General Wooster of it, and am in hopes I 
shall soon receive the proper returns. 

I am making every preparation in my power to facilitate 
the march of the troops into Canada. Biscuit is baking 
here, at Fort- George, and Ticonderoga ; and I have had a 
quantity of the most portable pork boiled, to be used on the 
march. I am much put to it to procure a sufficient num- 
ber felling-axes, but hope to receive some from New-Eng- 
land, to which I have sent. 

Permit me to observe, that intrenching tools of every 
kind will be wanted in very considerable numbers, whether 
we do or do not possess ourselves of Quebeck in the course 
of the Winter. 

The hint General Wooster, has given of sending Sutlers 
to Canada, is a very good one. If I can get any good men 
to go, I will venture to assist them, on proper security, with 
money out of the military chest here, to purchase the ne- 
cessary articles, and let them repay it in Canada. 

From all the inquiries I have made, I have reason to con- 
clude, that the want of a small circulating medium greatly 
distresses our people in Canada. Perhaps it will have a 
good effect, and tend to introduce the circulation of all our 
paper currency in Canada, if Congress was to furnish some 
persons, such as may be depended upon, with ten thousand 
pounds in specie, and send them to Canada with twice or 
thrice that amount in small bills, none exceeding a dollar, 
and a great proportion of them of one shilling only. When 
a soldier receives his pay in Continental money, he might 
go to those persons and get small change, and if it was then 
promulgated that any holder of such small bills might im- 
mediately receive cash for them, and that being punctually 
complied with for a little time, their credit, L fancy, would 
be so well established, that very few more would be brought 
in. The expense in emitting these bills would, I conceive, 
be compensated to the publick by the wearing out of the 
bills. 1 am the rather induced to believe that this plan 
would have the effect I expect from it, as the bills emit- 
ted last Spring by the Committee of this County, and which 
were small, are not brought in for redemption, although the 
Committee have repeatedly advertised for them. Many of 
the bills should be one shilling and six pence, two shillings 
and six pence, and three shillings and six pence, as with 
these six pence may be paid, where no more is due, by 
changing. 

The expense that arises by the officers that are priso- 
ners is extremely high. I have desired them to pay the 
bills, and promised to repay as much as Congress should 
allow. In future I shall allow only fire-wood, candles, and 
lodgings. I shall order the expense that has attended them 
to be made out, and transmit it as soon as I can. The 
transportation of the clothing should be charged to them, 
as also that of such women as are above what each com- 
pany is allowed. It is even a great burden that we are to 
furnish these with provisions. 

The six Highland chiefs will leave this next Monday. 
The others whom the Tryon County Committee have sent 
down, appear to me to have no influence. I have desired 
that the charges against them should be reduced to writing. 
If they should appear frivolous, which I suspect to be the 
case, I will take security for their forthcoming whenever 
Congress shall please to direct it. 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient, humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c, Sic. 

P. S. Mr. Trumbull has delivered me the enclosed this 
moment, and as none of the Connecticut people have been 
paid, a considerable sum will be wanted for that purpose. 
What I have still in hands may amount to about twenty-five 
thousand dollars. P. S. 

Sheffield, January 27, 1776. 

Sir : Your letter of the 22d, this instant by Timothy Ed- 
wards and Theodore Sedgwick, Esquires, 1 received, with 
the money for paying the men their bounty and the officers 
their advance pay. 

Being fully apprehensive of the importance of getting 
men into Canada as soon as possible, I immediately di- 



rected the officers, nominated by the Committee of this 
County, to inlist the men with all speed, and, agreeable to 
your orders, gave them money to pay forty shillings, law- 
ful, to each inlisted soldier, as a bounty; and I find, by the 
returns made before this day, about two hundred and eighty- 
six men have beeu inlisted, one hundred and ten of which, 
I am informed, have marched and joined to Colonel War- 
ner's Regiment, who had received part or all of their boun- 
ty, from the money sent to me. The remainder, I have 
ordered to march immediately to Albany, with a part of 
the officers, there to receive further orders from yourself. 

While I was proceeding in this matter as fast as possi- 
ble, I received information from Colonel Williams (who 
was nominated to be the Lieutenant-Colonel of this regi- 
ment now raising) that General Washington had applied 
to the Assembly of this Colony, to raise a regiment of men 
from this County and the County of Hampshire, to march 
immediately into Canada, (the men to be inlisted for a 
year,) with which requisition the Assembly have complied, 
and said Colonel Williams has received a commission for 
Lieutenant-Colonel in that regiment ; upon the receipt of 
which information, I thought it my duty to give you no- 
tice thereof immediately, that I may have your further 
orders upon this occasion, whether I shall proceed and en- 
deavour to fill up my regiment, pay the men their bounty, 
and march them forward, as fast as may be, or whether I 
shall forbear inlisting more men? 

The speediest information of your orders, by the bearer 
hereof, will much oblige your most humble servant. 

John Fellows. 

To Major-General Schuyler. 

P. S. I conclude there are a large number of men in- 
listed of which I have received no return, as yet. I, also, 
would inform you, that our Assembly have directed that 
three companies be raised from this County, as a part of 
the regiment which they have directed to be raised as afore- 
mentioned ; and if my regiment is raised, 1 apprehend those 
three companies cannot be inlisted in this County. I, there- 
fore, beg leave to propose to you, whether the men already 
inlisted had not better proceed under Colonel Williams, 
and join with the other regiment when it shall arrive at 
Canada, and no more be inlisted. If so, I myself, and 
Major Cady, may stay at home, and thereby save publick 
expense. 

I write this with the advice of several gentlemen of the 
Committee of this County. Yours, &c, J. F. 

Albany, half after ten o'clock, A. M., } 
January 28, 1776. $ 

Sir: Your favour of yesterday's date was this moment 
delivered to me. I thank you for the information it con- 
tains, and am happy to learn that you have already inlisted 
so considerable a number of men. 

As the Assembly of Massachusetts-Bay have ordered a 
regiment to be raised, and the men to be inlisted for a year, 
it will supersede the necessity of raising any more in con- 
sequence of my directions to you ; but I do not wish that 
those already inlisted (who, I suppose, will not serve be- 
yond the 1 5th of April,) should be considered as part of 
the regiment to be raised by virtue of the act or order of 
your Assembly, unless they would, also, engage for a year. 
I, therefore, hope they will march without delay, and the 
whole to be under the command of Major Cady, as Major- 
Commandant of the corps, unless you should think proper 
to take the command of them. 

It is with infinite satisfaction that I learn the alacrity 
with which my countrymen step forth on this occasion ; it 
will at once redound much to the honour of the persons 
who engage in this service, and those who have been ac- 
tive in promoting it, and, also, evince to our enemies that 
no obstacles can deter Americans from prosecuting their 
righteous cause. 

Your zeal, sir, on this occasion, merits the thanks of 
your country: if mine are worth accepting, you have them, 
most sincerely, and I shall not fail of doing myself the plea- 
sure to mention you and the respectable Committee of 
Berkshire to Congress in honourable terms. 

I am, sir, with much respect, your most humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To Colonel John Fellows. 



Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 



56 



8S3 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, JANUARY, 1776. 



8S4 



WILLIAM WATSON TO GENEJtAL WASHINGTON. 

Plymouth, January 29, 1776. 

Sir : I must ask your Excellency's pardon for omitting, 
in my last, some very material circumstances relative to the 
capture of Commodore Manly's last prizes. I had not, 
when I wrote, got an exact account of the matter, since 
which the Commodore tells me that he had taken the 
prizes, and had put his people on board them some time 
before the tender came to their assistance ; that there were 
two other vessels from Nova-Scotia, with stock, in com- 
pany with these ships, and that the whole fleet, with the 
tender, would have been taken, had it not been for the 
cowardice of one of our Continental armed vessels, who 
was very near them, but dared not engage, and who made 
the best of his way off. 

Commodore Manly fought in very disadvantageous cir- 
cumstances, not having more than sixteen of his own peo- 
!)le on board ; but then he received considerable assistance 
rom his prisoners, more particularly from the Captains, 
wBo did as much as they dared do in such circumstances. 

Your Excellency will please to direct me in what man- 
ner 1 shall conduct wilh these Captains, relative to what 
they brought with them on their own account, memoran- 
dum of which is enclosed. If these people are indulged to 
return to Plymouth to take care of their effects, (provided 
their private adventures are given them,) will it be any dis- 
advantage to the publick? However, your Excellency 
will much oblige our people, particularly the people be- 
longing to the armed vessels, if you will permit the baizes 
and checks to be stopped here, as they are greatly wanted 
to make them shirts. 

Commodore Manly is now in our harbour; has been 
puzzled with the ice, with which we are now blocked up, 
but has received no damage. 

The Harrison, Captain Dyar, is now in the ice, has lost 
an anchor and cable, but we hope to find them again ; we 
are now cutting the ice, and hope to get him out without 
further damage. 

I shall do every thing in my power to forward getting 
these vessels to sea, as a large number of ships, from Eng- 
land, are expected, with provisions, and but one of them is 
of any force. 

Captain Morton, of the Artillery, the bearer of this, 
takes charge of the prisoners, Captains Hall and Grindall, 
who would have been sent forward before, had not the ex- 
treme cold weather prevented. 

I am, most respectfully, your Excellency's most obedi- 
ent, much obliged, very humble servant, 

William Watson. 
To His Excellency George Washington, Esq. 

Tuesday morning, eight o'clock. — The Hancock, Man- 
ly, and the Yankee, Burnes, are now under sail, bound on 
a cruise. 

Memorandum of Sundries, belonging to the Captains 
Hall and Grindall, viz: 

Twelve pieces checked lining, cost 361. 12s. 2d.; ten 
pieces red baize, cost 14/. Is. 6d.; four pieces coarse li- 
ning, cost 61. Is. 4d.; two ullages Jamaica rum ; one hand- 
gun ; twenty barrels of beef; eight ditto pork. 

' The above on board the ships Norfolk and Happy-Re- 
turn, at Plymouth, January 30, 1776. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN AT BOSTON 
TO HIS FRIEND IN EDINBURGH, DATED JANUARY 29, 
1776. 

' I imagine, by being so long of hearing from me, you 
must think I had forgotten my promise of writing you from 
this place, as, at leaving Scotland, I expected to have been 
m Jamaica long before this ; but I had a very tedious pas- 
sage out, having only got here the 23d of December, and, 
indeed, I thought myself very lucky I got in at all, as I 
lost the convoy upon the passage, and the Rebels have a 
good many vessels cruising about, that have taken several 
ships bound to this place ; besides, there has been such 
blowing weather, that I believe there are a good many ves- 
sels drove off the coast, which will be obliged to winter in 
the West-Indies ; however, there are so many got safe here, 
that both army and navy have plenty of salt provisions. 



They were a little short of firing when I arrived, which 
was attended with no other inconvenience than the trouble 
of pulling down some of the Rebels' houses to burn, which 
has thinned them a little; but now we have got a large 
supply of coals, which it is expected will serve the remain- 
der of the Winter. 

We are so close shut up here, that we know very little 
of what is doing any where. Fresh provisions are very 
scarce ; but 1 hope it will not be the case long, as there 
are more troops and transports expected very soon. 

The General has detained most of the ships that came 
with provisions for the army, and the Admiral those that 
came with provisions for the navy ; so that we make up a 
large fleet, I believe the finest ever seen here. I imagine 
they will find employment for us all in the Spring, as it is 
reported we are to have three different armies in the field. 
At present, we have nothing to do but keep ourselves 
as warm and merry as we can. 

The Rebels have been very quiet ever since I arrived. 
They gave a small alarm about a fortnight ago, which oc- 
casioned a little confusion, but was soon over. The offi- 
cers have fitted up a play-house, and some of them had 
wrote a farce, called The Blockade of Boston. The first 
night it was to be acted the house was very full. The 
play being over, the curtain was hauled up for the enter- 
tainment to begin, when a Sergeant came in and told the 
officers the alarm guns were fired at Charlestoum, which 
made no small stir in the house, every one endeavour- 
ing to get out as fast as possible : and immediately we 
heard a pretty smart firing of small arms. It being dark, 
and the rascals making a great huzzaing, I did not know 
what to make of it at first, but it was soon over, so that I 
went quietly to sleep about eleven o'clock, and next morn- 
ing found all the mischief had been done was three or 
four men taken, who had been among the old ruins of 
Charlestown, a mill burnt down, and the company disap- 
pointed of their entertainment. 



CAROLINE COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

January 30, 1776. 

The Committee of the County of Caroline, averse to 
rendering any person a publick spectacle of contempt, ex- 
cept for a flagrant breach of the General Association, and 
having once excused a certain Rodham Kenner, of the said 
County, for deviating from the rules prescribed by the Con- 
gress, now find themselves under the necessity of publish- 
ing to the world the infamous behaviour of the said Kenner, 
who, forgetting the former clemency of this Committee, 
has a second time violated the Association, by continuing 
to game unlawfully, and to entice others, first by making 
them drunk, to become partakers of his guilt. These cir- 
cumstances being fully proved to the Committee, they 
would be forgetful of their duty, if they did not advise the 
people of their own County in particular, and of the Colony 
in general, to avoid all manner of dealings with the said 
Rodham Kenner, and to treat him in future as every enemy 
to American liberty deserves. 

Anthony Thornton, Chairman pro tern. 
Samuel Hawes, Jun., Cltrk. 



charlotte county (virginia) committee. 

In Committee, held for Charlotte County, Januaru 30. 
1776: ^ 

The Reverend Thomas Johnston presented the fol- 
lowing concessions to this Committee, expressing his con- 
trition for his former behaviour; which were approved, and 
ordered to be published in the Virginia Gazette, viz: 

" Gentlemen : My having drunk success to the British 
arms, in company with Mrs. Tankersly and Mr. Edmund 
Read, as well as having continued to deal with Mr. Mc- 
Connico, a then violator of the Association, which gave 
offence to the good people of this County in general, and 
to you in particular, gives me real concern. However, I 
solemnly declare it was done inadvertently. All my de- 
pendance, my nearest and dearest connexions, are in this 
country, and I expect to share with the Americans in the 
present unhappy contest, whether the event proves good or 
bad. If the most unfeigned sorrow for having made use 
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of an unguarded expression, joined to the most determined 
resolution of promoting the interest, happiness, and pros- 
perity of America, (according to the best of my power and 
capacity,) can obtain your forgiveness, I shall then think 
myself extremely happy in being re-established in the good 
graces of my country. Thqmas j ohnston> 

To Mr. Alexander Pukdie : 

Sir: Please to insert the above in your paper at the 
request of the Committee of Charlotte. 

By order of the Committee : 

William Jameson, Clerk. 



STEPHEN WEST TO MR. BURGESS. 

Woodyard, January 30, 1776. 

Sm : I wrote to you pretty fully from Fredcricktown, 
to the care of Mr. Sprigg and Mr. Hall, and wrote also 
to those gentlemen. I hope you, and your spouse and 
family have been happily situated this Winter. I have just 
received a letter from your brother-in law, Captain Robin- 
son, who is gone out Lieutenant in an armed vessel in the 
service of the Province. I shall give you his words: "I 
have another request to make you about a matter I am very 
anxious for, viz : that you will please to countenance my 
brother-in-law, Mr. Burgess; he is coine over at an unlucky 
time for himself, as to what he primarily intended, but he is 
remarkably ingenious, and well versed in drawing and in 
military matters ; he may be a very useful hand at this 
time, should there occur any thing in which he could be 
employed. I am confident his conduct would give satis- 
faction." 

So far your brother. Now, sir, in conformity to his let- 
ter, I have wrote to the honourable Council of Safety at 
Annapolis. If you have any desire of being employed, it 
will be your best way, I think, to wait upon them and offer 
your service ; and if you have interest enough with Mr. 
Hall, either to go with you or unto the Council of Safety 
in your behalf, I think it might be of service. The small 
acquaintance between us prevents my saying further. My 
respect for Isaiah and all his friends is sincere. 

And I am, with very good regard, sir, your friend and 

servant ' Stephen West. 

To Mr. Burgess, at Hagerstown. 

P. S. If you come this way, I shall be glad to see you. 



STEPHEN WEST TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER. 

Woodyard, January 30, 1776. 

My Good Sir: Having occasion for some money this 
week, I have sent up my son with the agreement, order, 
and certificate, relative to my powder and lead, with the 
amount. 1 shall be much obliged to you for your fa- 
vour in despatching him, as he proposes to return the same 
day. I have wrote to the honourable Council of Safety 
upon this and other matters. From my agreement with 
the Committee of Secrecy, the Treasurer, I think, ought to 
pay me at once; but you know best whether you or your 
clerk must first give an order. What is the highest ex- 
change you give for good bills? Please tell M ; illy. I en- 
close the papers. 

I am, with sincere respect, your faithful and obedient 



servant, 



Stephen West. 



To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq. 



STEPHEN WEST TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Woodyard, January 30, 1776. 

Honourable Gentlemen: I think it my duty to ac- 
quaint you that I have received a letter from Captain Isaiah 
Robinson, Lieutenant of the Hornet, Captain Stone, dated 
off Annapolis, desiring me to recommend him to your fa- 
vour. 1 know him to be a very honest, sensible, faithful 
man; it will be seen how he behaves in his present station. 
He writes to me on another subject. 1 shall give you his 
words : 

" I have another request to make you about a matter 
that I am very anxious for, viz : that you will please to 



countenance my brother-in-law, Mr. Burgess; he is come 
over at an unlucky time for himself, as to what he prima- 
rily intended, but as he is remarkably ingenious, and well 
versed in drawing, and in military matters, he may be a 
very useful hand at this time, should there occur any thing 
in which he could be employed. I am confident his con- 
duct would give satisfaction." t 

So far Captain Robinson; and as to the gentleman in 
question, Mr. Burgess, I have seen him; he is a sensible, 
clever, middle-aged man, from Ireland; brought his wife 
and children, and is now at Hagerstown. His intention 
was for Fort- Charlres, on the Illinois, in the view of a grant 
there, where he has friends. I believe he is both a sea 
and land officer — perhaps of the Marines. He appears to 
me to be a man of great spirit and understanding; and, if 
he was to engage in the American service, would be of 
use. Captain Stull, or some of the officers there, might 
sound him, but I would rather wish that the honourable 
Council themselves were to examine him. I enclose a 
letter to him, which may be forwarded or not, as you judge 
proper. 

Last night, about eight o'clock, came here a drummer, 
engaged by Colonel Murdock for Captain Sims's Com- 
pany, on foot. He had a letter for Colonel Sims, and being 
resolute to proceed, I sent a servant and horses with him 
to Colonel Sims. 

The man informed me that one of the Minute officers 
from Alexandria had wrote to his wife that Lord Dufi- 
more was on his way up to Alexandria, and would be up 
as soon as the river permitted, therefore desired her to re- 
move ; that thirty wagons were constantly employed at 
Alexandria, removing their effects, &c. Colonel Sims 
wrote me late last night, that John Murdock, from George- 
town, wrote him by the drummer that Dunmore was above 
or about St. Mary's, in his way up to Potomack, and that 
they were there preparing to receive him ; but whether the 
there related to Georgetown or St. Mary's, I cannot tell ; 
possibly Georgetoivn. This intelligence I thought it my 
duty to communicate. 

When [ was at Annapolis y . in December, I received an 
order from the Committee of Secrecy to keep what pow- 
der and lead I had for their use, and they look an obligation 
from me so to do till they ordered a person to view it, 
when I was to have an order for my money. The Con- 
vention ordered Colonel Sims for that purpose, who sent 
here Messrs. Crawford and Lee. They saw it, took sam- 
ples, sent them to Annapolis, were proved, and found 
good. Since then, the same gentlemen came here upon 
some disturbance on the Potomack, and desired, in the 
name of the Committee of Observation, that for safety it 
might be removed, under their inspection, to Marlborough. 
Accordingly, the next day I examined and weighed it all ; 
had it put into good tight barrels, well coopered, carefully 
packed with hay, in trunks, well corded, and sent to Marl- 
borough, according to the gentlemen's directions. There 
the whole lies ready for removal, and I desire to be paid, 
for which reason I send the necessary papers and authori- 
ties. I have an immediate occasion for the money, or I 
should not, just now, have sent. 1 apprehend the trunks 
and cording are absolutely necessary for the safe-keeping 
and transportation, but if thought otherwise, I will very 
readily keep them. I have been very exact and careful 
in this business, which 1 hope the honourable Council will 
approve of. 

At a time when there is so much to be done as I think 
would employ every zealous man, I wonder to see so littlo 
stirring hereabouts, and my own busy head and fingers 
without a task — it is a very happy circumstance for me at. 
this time, and I rejoice that matters are in other and abler 
hands. My good wishes and endeavours shall never be 
wanting on any occasion. 

With the greatest esteem and respect, I am, honourable 
gentlemen, your most faithful and obedient servant, 

Stephen West. 
To the Honourable Council of Safety. 

P. S, Mr. Crawford this day examined the powder and 
saw the lead weighed, of which he has given a certificate 
annexed to this order of the Committee of Secrecy. My 
son will wait on you, and receive the money, and take ia 
my obligation of delivering, if necessary. S. W v 
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ROBERT ALEXANDER TO THE COUNCIL OF SAFETY OF MA- 
RYLAND. 

Philadelphia, January 30, 1776. 

Gentlemen: You have, enclosed, two resolutions of 
Congress, one respecting the collector of gold and silver 
for the pay of the troops in Canada, the other on the case 
of Mr. Juge, referred to Congress by the Convention of 
your Province. 

In consequence of the resolve of the Convention, we 
made application to Congress to grant permission to con- 
sume the tea imported before the 1st of February last. 
The application was referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, where the subject was debated for two 
days, and overruled by a majority of seven Colonies to 
five, (the last New- York, Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela- 
ware, and Maryland,) and a report made by the Chair- 
man that it was inexpedient to alter the Association. This 
report now lies on the table. 

The loss of General Montgomery, with the particulars 
of his unfortunate attack on Quebeck, you will have heard. 
Measures are now taken by Congress which, I trust, will 
reduce Carleton and his few troops before the end of Feb- 
ruary. Had one-third of the succour been sent Montgo- 
mery, in , all human probability the life of that brave and 
gallant officer had been saved, and Quebeck long ere this 
in our possession. 

The instructions of the Convention are come to hand, 
but not as yet laid before Congress. I am much pleased 
with them. They entirely coincide with my judgment 
and that line of conduct which I had determined to pursue. 
The Farmer, and some others, to whom in confidence they 
were shown, say that they breathe that spirit which ought 
to govern all publick bodies, firmness tempered with mo- 
deration. 

I am, gentlemen, with respect, your humble servant, 

Robert Alexander. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety. 



cerely acknowledge the heinousnes3 of such offence, do beg; 
pardon of my offended countrymen, and do also hereby 
solemnly engage and promise not to be guilty of a like of- 
fence in future, but to conform to such measures as shall: 
be adjudged necessary for the preservation of the rights 
of America, trusting and confiding that nothing will be ex- 
pected from me inconsistent with the religious principles of 
the Society with which I profess. And as a further atone- 
ment for my misconduct, I request this acknowledgment to 
be made publick, in hopes it may deter others from commit- 
ting the like offence. 

" Witness my hand, this thirtieth day of the first Month, 
in the year of our Lord 1776. 

" Gaius Dickenson." 

At the same time, one William Gilliland, who had 
been some time in confinement by order of the Committee, 
was brought up and discharged, after subscribing the fol- 
lowing Acknowledgment of his misconduct : 

" Whereas, I, the subscriber, have been so very wicked 
and abandoned as to speak at sundry times disrespectfully 
of the honourable the Continental Congress, and also have 
endeavoured to depreciate their Currency, for which de- 
testable conduct I have, deservedly, been confined in the 
jail of (his County by the Committee of said County, but 
being now fully convinced of the heinousness and horrid 
tendency of such conduct, do hereby, in the fullest man- 
ner, most sincerely beg pardon of my justly incensed 
countrymen, and do promise hereafter never to be guilty 
of the like, but in all instances to conform to such rules 
and regulations as may be instituted by that very respecta- 
ble body for the preservation of our invaluable, but invaded, 
rights and liberties ; and do further request that this my ac- 
knowledgment may be made publick, that others may be 
deterred from following my shameful and wicked practices. 

" In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, 
this thirtieth day of January, in the year of our Lord 



GEORGE LEE TO COLONEL JOSHUA BEALL. 

Gisborough, January 30, 1776. 

Sir: Had I known on Sunday evening, when I receiv- 
ed it, that the enclosed commission was intended for the 
Upper Battalion in this County, I should have then re- 
turned it. I was nominated by the officers of the com- 
panies of which the Lower Battalion is composed as a 
Field-Officer of that battalion ; and as the gentlemen 
thought me unworthy of a commission there, I beg leave 
to return the one they sent me. I never aspired after a 
commission any where; but as the gentlemen officers 
aforesaid thought proper to mention me in their return, I 
should have done all in my power to render them satis- 
faction, had I been appointed. 

I hope my refusal to act under this commission may 
not be construed into any disrespect shown to you and 
those under your command, as I can assure you nothing 
of the sort is intended. 

I am, respectfully, your humble servant, 

George Lee. 

To Colonel Joshua Beall. 



BERKS COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

Reading, January 30, 1776. 

The Committee of Berks County being justly alarmed 
at the attempts of the enemies of America, in the different 
parts of this Province, to depreciate the Continental Cur- 
rency, and having received information that Gaius Dicken- 
son, a publick Friend, has been one of the instruments in 
propagating so fatal a measure, the Committee, being de- 
termined to support the said Currency, sent for the said 
Gaius Dickenson, who, being brought before them, made 
the following Declaration, which was voted satisfactory: 

" Whereas, I, the subscriber, have unfortunately been 
guilty of endeavouring to depreciate the Continental Cur- 
rency , but being now convinced and satisfied that such a con- 
duct is highly unbecoming the duty of an American, and 
tends immediately to obstruct the measures calculated to 
preserve the liberties of this country from the cruel and 
umelenting oppressions of the British Court, do most sin- 



1776. 



" William Gilliland." 



By order of the Committee : 



Mark Byrd, Chairman. 



SAMUEL TUCKER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read January 31, 1776.] 

Trenton, January 31, 1776. 

Dear Sir : I was last Saturday in Burlington ; went to 
the Barracks to take a view of that part of Colonel Max- 
well's Battalion, which I found in want of many necessa- 
ries, which must be provided for them before they can 
march. They are really, generally, likely men. On ex- 
amining, I found the four companies had arms about suffi- 
cient for one. On my return, 1 received, per Captain 
Scott, the four thousand dollars granted by Congress ; on 
which applied to Colonel Maxwell, and informed him 
that any of his Captains might now be furnished with mo- 
ney to purchase arms for their company. The Colonel 
replied, it was now too late, that his battalion was under 
marching orders, unless the arms could be got at Phila- 
delphia, to which place he would immediately go for that 
purpose, and to whom, for further information, I must beg 
leave to refer you. 

I called at Bordentown, and endeavoured to procure 
quarters for the officers who are prisoners in this town, but 
was disappointed, for I could neither hire a house nor get 
them boarded on any terms in that town. So that, if Con- 
gress are determined to remove them from this town, 
which to me appears undoubtedly right, for too many rea- 
sons for rrre to enumerate. 

I shall, if well, set off for New-Brunswick to-morrow 
morning, to meet our Provincial Congress, and shall pay 
due attention to your several letters and the resolutions 
therein enclosed, in particular the officers' baggage directed 
to be forwarded, &c. 

If a quantity of arms are to be got, I have desired Colo- 
nel Maxwell to call on me for money to pay for them. I 
must beg leave to refer you to the Colonel for further par- 
ticulars; and believe that I am, with great sincerity, your 
most obedient, humble servant, 

Samuel Tucker. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



•Mb. 
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To the Honourable the Congress of the Colony of New- 
York. 

The humble Petition of sundry of the Militia of Marble- 
town, in the County of Ulster, showeth: 

That some time past they were formed into a company, 
consisting of about one hundred men, and pursuant to the 
resolves of the Congress, chose their officers, of which 
Cornelius E. Wynkoop was Captain, who accordingly had 
their commissions from the honourable Congress. 

That since their being commissioned, tlio said Captain 
hath been promoted to be a Major, by which there is now 
a vacancy of the Captain's post in this company. That 
since the vacancy happened, we have requested election to 
fill up said vacancy; but the Committee of Marblctown 
have denied us the privilege of voting in a Captain, and 
appointed three of the Committee of Marbletoivn, to ad- 
vertise, and call the company together, which accordingly 
was done, and requested the opinion of the company in 
this manner, to wit : That if the majority of the company 
were for choosing an Ensign, and the Subaltern officers to 
be preferred, they would allow election for an Ensign, but 
if the majority were for choosing a new Captain, then to 
allow them no election, and requested their opinion in this 
manner, whether they chose a new Ensign, and the Sub- 
altern officers preferred, or whether they chose a new 
Captain ? and the majority was for a new Captain, fifty- 
nine to twenty. We, therefore, pray the directions of this 
House therein, and we, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, 
&c. 

John Elasbrouck, Silv'r.Van Dermcrck, Frederick Keyzer, 

Jacobus Rosa, John Beaty, Johannis Bartlefolk, 

Moses Teruilliger, Corn. Van Dermerck, Thomas Camcr, 

John Keater, John Van Denmerck, Jacob Sij'lie, 

Solomon Johnson, Sol. Van Denmerck, Andcris Keyzer, 

Samuel Frame, Petrus Smith, Petrus Van Lcuven, 

Samuel Gibson, John Van Vliet, William Johnson, 

William Dunlap, Casparus Shurtcr, Dirick Bush, 

Corn. Van Demerck, Anderies Davis, Tunis Rosa, 

Severyno Hasbrouck, Allick M. Ginnis, Dirick Sluyter, 

Johannis Smith, William M. Ginnis, Daniel Van Leuven, 

Jacob Keater, William Benson, Johannis Keater, Jr., 

William Keater, Alexander Munro, John Ennis, 

Cornelius Conneway, Abraham Rosa, Gysbert Rosa, 

Jonas Smith, Joseph Clarwater, John Franciska, 

Hugh Rass, Frederick Clarwater, Anderis Fiere, 

John Phinlison, Thomas Clarwater, John Van Wagenen, 

Jacobus Conner, Isaac Clarwater, Martin Middagh, 

John Conner, Daniel Clarwater, Johannis Middagh, 

William Conner, Jacob Clarwater, George Middagh, 

William Hardly, Cornelius Ceyzer, Abraham Middagh, 

Martin Bogart, Hans Sluyter, Robert Beatty. 

Petrus Smith, Jr., Joseph Keyzer, 

Mareletown, January 30, 1776. 



WILLIAM BEDLOW TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

January 30, 1776. 
Sir: I have taken the liberty of enclosing to you my 
accounts with the honourable Provincial Congress of New- 
York, as a Commissioner of Fortifications, at the rate the 
honourable House fixed the same, and beg you will lay the 
same before the Committee of Safety, humbly requesting 
they will favour me with an order for the amount. My 
health being restored, I propose to return to the fort in a 
day or two, and shall be glad to receive any orders the 
honourable Board may have to give me. 

I am, with respect, sir, your humble servant, 

William Bedlow. 

To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Safety. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Colony 
of New- York, convened in the City of New- York. 

The Memorial of the subscribers, being non- Commissioned 
Officers of the First Battalion of Minute-Men, of the 
City of New- York, in behalf of themselves and the 
Privates of said Battalion, humbly showeth : 

That the memorialists, for the defence of their invalua- 
ble rights and privileges, formed themselves into different 
companies, under different officers, whose commands they 
have at all times with cheerfulness obeyed. 

That sometime after they had formed themselves into 
different companies, the companies to which they severally 
belonged were formed into one battalion, by the style and 
title of the First Battalion of the Independent Companies. 



That after they had so formed themselves into a batta- 
lion, Field-Officers were appointed. That after the ap- 
pointment of Field-Officers, pursuant to an order or recom- 
mendation of the honourable the Continental Congress, and 
of the honourable the Provincial Convention, for this Co- 
lony, they jointly and severally became Minute-Men. 

That agreeable to their orders, as Minute-Men they 
have at all times been ready, and have actually turned 
out to do their duty as such, both by day and night, when 
so required to do by this honourable body. 

That the memorialists have been at great expense, and loss 
of time, in equipping themselves pursuant to the aforesaid 
recommendations. That besides the loss of time, the ex- 
penses they have incurred in the purchase of regimentals, 
arms, ammunition, and accoutrements, is much more than 
their circumstances can bear. 

That the memorialists have been informed, that this ho- 
nourable Convention intend putting them on pay, to do the 
duty of soldiers in defending this Colony. 

That the memorialists have already been at a great deal 
of expense and trouble in turning out as Minute-Men, for 
which they have not received any reward. That the me- 
morialists are ready and willing to continue and remain in 
the service of their country, as Minute-Men, provided they 
are paid for their former services, and are allowed a suffi- 
cient pay, to enable them to do themselves and their coun- 
try justice, and that their duty be confined to the city and 
County of New -York, only; many of them having wives 
and families, who they would choose to defend, together 
with their country, and think the proper place for them to 
do duty is in this city and County only, where their nearest 
and dearest friends and relations are. 

Your memorialists, therefore, humbly pray, that this ho- 
nourable body will take their case into your most serious 
consideration, and enable them to receive such reward as 
their former services entitle them to; and, also, to put them 
on such footing, and suffer them to remain, and do duty in 
defence of their country, and of this city in particular, in 
this city and County only. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, 
he. 

Samuel Johnson, Adm. Dolmage, Garret Kip, 

Richard Tole Hazard, Stephen Smith, Zellis Mandevell, Jr., 

Jacob Brouwer, Cornelius Becker, Peter Myers, 

Robert Barry, Christopher Hutton, Alexander Anderson, 

John Remmey, Thomas Warner, Jr., John J. Myers. 

Bonj.nnin Brown, John Brouwer, Jr., John Van Dyk, 

Leonard Fishe, Walter Moffatt, Abraham Brevorto, 

Nich. Van Antwerp, Frederick Stynets, John Russel, 

Win. Ton Broeck, Anthony Byvanck, Jr.,Peter Taulman, 

Bsnj. Griffith, Benjamin Burras, James Armitag. 

New. York, January 30, 1776. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read February 9, 1776. — Referred to Mr. Chase, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. 
Penn, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Edward Rutledgo.] 

Cambridge, January 30, 1776. 

Sir : Your favours of the 6th and the 20th instant I re- 
ceived yesterday, with the several resolves of Congress 
alluded to, for which I return you my thanks. Knowing 
the great importance Canada will be of to us in the present 
interesting contest, and the relief our friends there stand in 
need of, i should be happy, were it in my power, to detach 
a battalion from this camp, but it cannot be done. On the 
19th instant I had the honour to write you, which will 
fully convey the resolutions of a Council of War, and the 
sentiments of the General Officers here, as to the propriety 
and expediency of sending troops from these lines, for the 
defence of which we have been, and now are obliged to call 
in the Militia, to which I beg leave to refer you. You 
may rest assured, that my endeavours and exertions shall 
not be wanting to stimulate the Governments of Connecti- 
cut and New-Hampshire to raise and forward reinforce- 
ments as fast as possible, nor in any other instance that will 
promote the expedition. 

I shall, in obedience to the order of Congress, though 
interdicted by General Howe, propose an exchange of Go- 
vernour Skene for Mr. Lovell and family, and shall be 
happy to have an opportunity of putting this deserving man 
(who has distinguished his fidelity and regard to his coun- 
try to be too great for persecution and cruelty to overcome) 
in any post agreeable to his wishes and inclination. 

I do not know that there is any particular rank annexed 
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to the office of Aid-de-camp; generally, they are captains, 
and rank as such ; but higher rank is often given on account 
of particular merit, and particular circumstances. Aids to 
the King have the rank of Colonels. Whether any distinc- 
tion should be made between those of your Commander- 
in-chief and the other Generals, I really know not. I think 
there ought. 

You may rely that Connolly had instructions concealed 
in his saddle. Mr. Eustice, who was one of Lord Dun- 
more' s family, and another gentleman who wishes his name 
not to be mentioned, saw them cased in tin, put in the tree, 
and covered over. He, probably, has exchanged his sad- 
dle, or withdrew the papers when it was mended, as you 
conjecture. Those that have been discovered are suffi- 
ciently bad, but I doubt not of the others being worse, and 
containing more diabolical and extensive plans. I hope he 
will be taken proper care of, and meet with rewards equal 
to his merits. 

1 shall appoint officers in the places of those which are 
in Canada, as I am fully persuaded they will wish to con- 
tinue there, for making our conquest complete in that quar- 
ter ; I wish their bravery and valour may be attended with 
the smiles of fortune. 

It gives me great pleasure to hear of the measures Con- 
gress are taking for manufacturing powder. 1 hope their 
endeavours will be crowned with success. I too well know 
and regret the want of it. It is scarcely possible to describe 
the disadvantages an army must labour under, when not 
provided with a sufficient supply of this necessary. It may 
seem strange, that after having received about eleven tons, 
added to about five tons which I found here, and no gene- 
ral action has happened, that we should be so deficient in 
this article, and require more. But you will please to con- 
sider, besides its being in its nature subject to waste, and 
whilst the men lay in bad tents, was unavoidably damaged 
by severe and heavy rains, (which could not have been 
prevented, unless it had been entirely withdrawn from 
them, and attack hazarded against us without ammunition 
in their hands,) that the armed vessels, our own occasional 
firings, and some small supplies I have been obliged to 
afford the seaport towns threatened with destruction, to 
which may be added the supply to the Militia, and going 
off of the old troops, have occasioned, and ever will, a large 
consumption of it, and waste, in spite of all the care in the 
world. The King's troops never have less than sixty 
rounds a man in their possession, independent of their stores. 
To supply an army of twenty thousand in this manner, 
would take near four hundred barrels, allowing nothing for 
stores, artillery, Sic. I have been always afraid to place 
more than twelve or fifteen rounds at a time in the hands 
of our men, lest, any accident happening to it, we should 
be left destitute and be undone. 1 have been thus parti- 
cular, not only to show our poverty, but to exculpate my- 
self from even a suspicion of unnecessary waste. 

I shall inform the Paymaster-General of the resolution 
of Congress respecting his drafts, and the mode and amount 
of them. 

The Companies at Chelsea and Maiden are, and have 
always been regimented. 

It was not my intention to replace, with Continental 
troops, the independent Companies at Hingham, Wey- 
mouth, and Braintree ; these places are exposed, but not 
more so than Cape-Ann, Beverly, Salem, Marblchead, 
&c, &c, &c. 

Is it the intention of Congress that the officers of the 
Army should pay postage ? They are not exempted by 
the resolve of the 9th instant. 

The Congress will be pleased, I have no doubt, to re- 
collect that the five hundred thousand dollars now coming, 
are but little more than enough to bring us up to the first 
day of this month, that to-morrow will be the last of ir, and 
by their resolves the troops are to be paid monthly. 

I wish it was in my power to furnish Congress with such 
a General as they desire to send to Canada. Since the 
unhappy reverse of our affairs in that quarter, General 
Schuyler has informed me that though he had thoughts of 
declining the service before, he would now act. 
_. My letter of the 11th, will inform them of General Lee's 
being at New- York. He will be ready to obey their or- 
ders should they incline to send him; but if I am not 
greatly deceived, he, or some other spirited, able officer, 



will be wanted there in the Spring, if not sooner, as we 
have undoubted intelligence that General Clinton has sailed 
with some troops ; the reports of their number are various, 
from between four hundred and five hundred to nineteen, 
companies of Grenadiers and Light Infantry. It is also 
imagined that the regiments which were to sail the 1st of 
December, are intended for that place or Virginia. Ge- 
neral Putnam is a most valuable man and a fine execu- 
tive officer, but I do not know how he would conduct in a 
separate department; he is a younger Major-General than 
Mr. Schuyler, who, as 1 have observed, having determined 
to continue in service, will, I expect, repair into Canada. 
A copy of my letter to him on this and other subjects, I 
enclose you, as it will explain my motives for not stopping 
the regiments from these Governments. 

When Captain Cochran arrives I will give him every 
assistance in my power, in obedience to (he orders of Con- 
gress, but I fear it will be the means of laying up our own 
vessels, as these people will not bear the distinction ; should 
this be the consequence, it will be highly prejudicial to us, 
as we sometimes pick up their provision vessels, and may 
continue to distress them in this way. Last week Captain 
Manly took a ship and a brig bound to Boston, from White- 
haven, with coals, chiefly, and some potatoes for the 
army. I have, for his great vigilance and industry, ap- 
pointed him Commodore of our little squadron, and he now 
hoists his flag on board the schooner Hancock. 

I congratulate you upon the recovery of Smith, and am 
exceedingly glad to hear of the measures Congress are 
taking for the general defence of the Continent. Tlia 
clouds thicken fast ; where they will burst 1 know not, but 
we should be armed at all points. 

I have not succeeded in my application to those Go- 
vernments for arms; they have returned for answer, that 
they cannot furnish any. Whether I shall be more lucky 
in the last resource left me in this quarter, I cannot deter- 
mine, not having received returns from the officers sent 
out to purchase from the people. I greatly fear that 
but very few will be procured in this way, as they are ex- 
ceedingly scarce, and but a small part of what there are 
fit for service ; when they make their report, you shall be 
informed. 

The Quartermaster-General has just received from Ge- 
neral Schuyler clothing for the soldiery, amounting to about 
one thousand seven hundred pounds, York currency It 
has come very seasonably, as they are in great want, and 
will contribute a little to their relief. 

Since writing the above I saw Mr. Eustice, and men- 
tioning that nothing had been found in the tree of Connol- 
ly's saddle, he told me that there had been a mistake in 
the matter, that the instructions were artfully concealed 
in the two pieces of wood which are on the mail pillion of 
his portmanteau saddle ; that by order of Lord Dunmore, 
he saw them contrived for the purpose, the papers put in, 
and first covered with tin, and over that with a waxed can- 
vass cloth. He is so exceedingly pointed and clear in his 
information, that I have no doubt of its being true. I could 
wish them to be discovered, as I think they contain some 
curious and extraordinary plans.* 

In my Iettter of the 24th instant, I mentioned the arri- 
val of thirteen of our Caughnawaga friends ; they honoured 
me with a talk to-day, as did three of the tribe of the St. 
John's and Passamaquoddy Indians, copies of which I beg 

* At Frcderirfctoum, I w»b told that I neod not expect to get clear, 
for I was a noted friend to Britain, and they had long endeavoured to 
get me in their power. 

Here we were stripped and searched again, and examined separately 
before the Committee, where one of the most illiberal, inveterate, and 
violent Rebels, named Samuel Chase, (son of a respectable and very 
worthy clergyman of this Province,) a lawyer and a member of tliq 
Congress, presided. 

At this place, we wero not a little alarmed lest they "should discover 
our instructions, papers, &c, as they examined every thing so strictly 
as to take our saddles to pieces, and take out tho stuffing, and even riip 
open the soles of our boots, in vain, for the object of their search was 
not found, although thoy so frequently handled what contained it. 
However, by some neglect of Colonel Connolly's servant, an old torn 
piece of paper was found in his portmanteau, which discovered some 
part of our design ; and then Colonel Connolly, to prevent our falling 
.immediate sacrifices to a frantick mob, acknowledged our commis- 
sions, The servant, however, who was faithful to his trust, being al- 
lowed to go at large from the first of our confinement, took care to 
destroy the mail pillion-sticks, containing the papers, commissions, and 
instructions, which we dreaded so much boing discovered, as soon as 
he could effect it with safety, which put an end to out anxiety and 
alarms on that account. — Smith's Tour. _ 
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leave to enclose you. I shall write General Schuyler re- 
specting the tender of service made by the former, and not 
to call for their assistance unless he shall at any time want 
it, or be under the necessity of doing it, to prevent their 
taking the side of our enemies. 

I had the honour of writing you on the 19th November, 
and then informed you of having engaged two persons to 
go to Nova-Scotia, on the business recommended in your 
letter of the 10th, and, also, that the state of the Army 
would not then admit of a sufficient force being sent for 
carrying into execution the views of Congress respecling 
the dock-yards, &c. 

I would now beg leave to mention, that if the persons 
sent for information should report favourably of the expe- 
diency and practicability of the measure, that it will not be in 
my power to detach any men from these lines ; the situa- 
tion of our affairs will not allow it. I think it would be 
advisable to raise them in the eastern parts of this Govern- 
ment. If it is attempted, it must be by people from the 
country. 

A Colonel Thompson, a member of the General Court, 
from the Province of Maine, and who is well spoken of by the 
Court, and a Captain O'Brien, have been with me ; they 
think the men necessary may be easily engaged there, and 
the measure practicable, provided there are not more than 
two hundred British troops at Halifax. They are willing 
and ready to embark in the matter, upon the terms men- 
tioned in their plan, which I enclose you. 1 would wish 
you to advert to the considerations inducing them to the 
expedition, as I am not without apprehension, should it be 
undertaken upon their plan, that the innocent and guilty 
will be involved in one common ruin. I presume they do 
not expect to receive more than five or ten thousand pounds, 
mentioned in their scheme, and to be at every expense. If 
we had men to spare, it might be undertaken for less than 
either, I conceive. Perhaps, if Congress do not adopt 
their proposition, they will undertake to raise men for that 
particular purpose, which may be disbanded as soon as it 
is effected, and upon the same terms that are allowed the 
Continental troops in general. 

Whatever may be the determination of Congress upon 
the subject, you will please to communicate it to me im- 
mediately, for the season most favourable for the enterprise 
is advancing fast, and we may expect, in the Spring, that 
there will be more troops there, and the measure be more 
difficult to execute. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant, 

George Washington. 
To the Honourable John Hancock. 

The Talk of sundry Sachems and Warriors oftheCxvGH- 
nawaga Nation, with His Excellency General Wash- 
ington, the 3lst January, 1776. 
Jean Baptist or Ogaghragighte, the Chief, present : 
We were sent by the Five Tribes of Canada Indians, 
consisting of the Caughnawagas, &c, &c, to see General 
Schuyler, at Albany, and then to come to you, to inquire 
into the cause of the quarrel between the people of Eng- 
land and our brothers in this country. 

This is a treaty of peace, entered into between General 
Schuyler, he, and our people, and we shall be very glad 
if you will put your name to it, and certify that you like 
it, and the promise mentioned in it. [This being done.] 

We are very glad that a firm peace is now made between 
us and our brothers. We now look upon ourselves to be 
free, and like our brothers of New-England. The rest of 
our people staid at home, to take care of our Castle and 
publick concerns, and sent us to do this work, which they 
will abide by, and hold as strong as if they had been all 
here. 

I am now in my own country, where I was born, [being 
a New-Etiglander taken prisoner in his infancy,] and want 
liberty to raise men to fight for its defence. We wish that 
you would give us a letter to General Schuyler, and inform 
him that if he wants men to call upon us, and we will join 
him. 

Another of the Chiefs : 

St. Luke La Come is a very bad man, and we shall be 
very glad if he was sent from Canada; he is always ma- 
king mischief there. 



A Talk of one of the St. John's Tribe, attended by two 
of the Passamaquoddy Indians, with His Excellency 
General Washington, January 31, 1776. 
We are very glad to see you, and that we have met our 
Caughnawaga friends here. The English people are 
mad, and very cross, and want us to fight against the New- 
England people. God is on the side of our brothers, and 
they will beat them. There is a Providence in our meet- 
ing our Caughnawaga friends at this time, who have come 
so far from Canada. 

We want to go home quick, to tell our friends what we 
have seen and done here, and next Spring many of our 
Nation will come and help the New-England people. 

We are in much want of powder to hunt with. The 
old English people will not let us have any, unless we will 
fight against our brothers and countrymen. 

plan proposed by colonel thompson and captain 
o'brien. 
For the expedition purposed, one thousand men inclu- 
ding officers, four armed vessels, and eight transports, the 
men to be raised at the Eastward, the fleet to be made up 
at Machias, and then proceed to Windsor, captivate the 
Tories, make all the proselytes we can, and then proceed 
to Halifax. If possible, destroy the King's dock-yard, and 
town, if thought proper. It may be undertaken for five 
thousand pounds, lawful money, and all that can be pro- 
cured from the Tories, or ten thousand, and the one-half 
of what is taken from them. At Windsor, we understand, 
there is abundance of goods, which is the next capital town 
to Halifax. We are lately informed that there is not to 
exceed two hundred British troops in Halifax. 

A true copy : Stephen AIoylan, P. T. S. 

general orders. 
Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 26, 1778. 
(Parole, Detroit.) (Counterrign, Springfield.) 

The Captains, or commanding officers of the Militia Com- 
panies, are to have their pay abstracts ready by the first of 
February, in order for payment, the General having bor- 
rowed as much money as will answer this purpose, rather 
than suffer them to return without. In making up the pay 
abstracts the following method is to be observed : Upon 
one side of an entire sheet of paper is to be the roll, (or 
names of the officers and men of the whole company,) on 
the other side (or back of this) is to be the pay abstract, 
in the usual form ; at the foot of the abstract is to be a de- 
duction of the money which has been advanced to any of 
the companies, and proof annexed of the justice of the de- 
mand ; this being necessary for the General's satisfaction in 
drawing the warrants. 

The Captains, Sic, are to be particularly careful not to 
charge pay for any of their men who have inlisted into 
any of the regiments, after such inlistment took place, as 
the pay of those men will be drawn by the Colonel of the 
regiment they are now in, or respectively belong to. The 
form of the oath and warrant (as it would take too much 
time to draw the whole at Head-Quarters) may be had at 
the Adjutant-General's office, for each Captain to copy. 

The New-Hampshire Militia are to be allowed (by the 
Commissary) one penny a mile, coming and going, in lieu 
of rations, as this allowance has already been made by the 
Massachusetts Government to their Militia. 

Brigadier-General Thomas, with the three Colonels of 
his brigade, now at Roxbury, to wit : Learned, Bailey, 
and Ward, are to repair to Head-Quarters, to-morrow by 
eleven o'clock, to have the commissions for those regiments 
issued. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 27, 1776. 
(Parole, Cumberland.) (Countersign, Gloucester.) 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January 28, 1776. 
(Parole, CleavelanJ.) (Countenign, Lowtl.T.) 

As the General is consenting to, and desirous of the Mi- 
litia drawing the same pay as the Continental troops, the 
officers of those companies are hereby informed, that since 
the first of January, their pay will be the same as those offi- 
cers of equal rank upon the new establishment, but before 
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fhat date r no more than what was drawn under the old es- 
tablishment can be allowed them ; of this, they are to take 
particular notice, that no mistake may happen. 
..When the Militia are discharged, the Colonels, or com- 
manding officers of the regiments, with whom they have 
done duty, are to take especial care that every ounce of am- 
munition is received from them, (belonging to the publick,) 
as also such men as joined the regiments for a month. If 
any man attempts to carry off a single grain of ammunition, 
not known to be his own, he will be pursued, brought back 
and severely punished. 

The Colonels, or commanding officers of regiments, are 
requested to buy any good arms, which the Militia may 
voluntarily incline to sell ; they are also to make out pay 
abstracts for those men who joined their regiments for the 
month of January; confining it to that month, that warrants 
may issue accordingly. 

Brigadier-General Heath, with the Colonels of his Bri- 
gade, to attend at Head-Quarters to-morrow for commis- 
sions to be filled up. 

Hoad.Quarters, Cambridge, January 29, 1776. 

(P»role, Manly.) (Countersign, Salem.) 

Some doubts having arisen amongst the Militia Compa- 
nies, whether the two Subalterns are to be paid as Lieu- 
tenants, or as Lieutenant and Ensign, the General informs 
them that he cannot (where there are only two Subal- 
terns to a company) consider the youngest of them as en- 
titled to more than Ensign's pay, as they were all the last 
campaign, notwithstanding they are denominated Second 
Lieutenants, and desires the rolls may be made out accord- 
ingly. 

The Colonel, or commanding officer of each regiment, 
is to make out pay abstracts for the month of January, and 
lodge them with the Adjutant-General, that proper settle- 
ments may be made. In doing this, they are to be exceed- 
ingly careful (by causing proper inquiry to be made into 
the, matter of the Militia Captains) to prevent any mis- 
takes happening with respect to the men, who have been 
inlisted by any of their officers out of the Militia Com- 
panies ; that in the first place they may have their pay 
secured to them, and in the next, that it may not be dou- 
bly drawn. 

Brigadier-General Spencer is to attend at Head-Quar- 
ters to-morrow, with the Colonels, or commanding officers 
of the regiments of his brigade, in order to obtain the com- 
missions for their officers. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, January 30, 1776. 
(Parole, Sydney.) (Countersign, Hampden.) 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, January, 31, 1776. 
(Parole, Bclhaven.) (Countersign, Lancatter.) 

Richard Thompson, of Captain Nutting's Company, in 
Colonel Prescott's Regiment, tried at a late General Court- 
Martial for " theft and desertion," is found guilty of both 
those crimes, and sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes 
for each, and mulcted twenty-four shillings and eight pence 
out of his pay, twelve shillings thereof to be paid to the 
prosecutor, Samuel Keys, and the rest to the persons who 
brought the prisoner back to camp. 

The General approves the above sentence, and orders 
it to be executed, at such time and place as the command- 
ing officer of the regiment shall think proper. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE. 

Cambridgo, January 30, 1776. 

Dear Sir : I wrote you the 23d instant, and then in- 
formed you that General Clinton had gone upon some 
expedition with four or five hundred men. There is 
good reason to believe that Tryon has applied for some 
troops, and that he would join them with a great number 
of inhabitants, so that you will see the necessity of your 
being decisive and expeditious in your operations in that 
quarter. 

The Tories should be disarmed immediately, thounh it 
is probable that they may have secured their arms on board 
the King's ships, until called upon to use them against us. 
However, you can seize upon the persons of the principals. 
They must be so notoriously known, that there will be lit- 



tle danger of your committing mistakes; and happy should 
1 be if the Governour could be one of them. 

Since writing the above, your favour of the 24th came to 
hand, with the sundry enclosures, which I have with atten- 
tion perused, and very much approve of your conduct. 

I sincerely wish that the letter you expect to receive 
from Congress may empower you to act conformable to 
your own and my sentiments, on this occasion. If they 
should order differently, we must submit, as they, doubt- 
less, will have good reasons for what they may determine 
on. 

The Congress desire I should send an active General to 
Canada. I fancy, when they made the demand that they did 
not think General Schuyler would continue in that station, 
which he has given me to understand, by some late letters 
from him, that he would. Should they not approve of the 
New-York expedition, and think another General neces- 
sary for the Northern Department, it is probable they will 
fix on you to take the command there. I should be sorry 
to have you removed so far from this scene, but, if the ser- 
vice there requires your presence, it will be a fine field for 
the exertion of your admirable talents. 

There is nothing new here. Let me hear often from 
you, and believe me, &c, 

To Major-General Lee. 



George Washington. 



GEORGE MASON AND JOHN GALTON TO MARYLAND COUN- 
CIL OF SAFETY. 
Fairfax County, Va., January 31, 1776. 
Sir : Being empowered and directed by the Committee 
of Safety for this Colony to build two row-galleys, one to 
carry a twenty-four, and the other an eighteen-pounder, and 
provide three armed cutters for the protection of Potomack- 
River, we think it proper to inform your Board that this 
measure will be carried into execution with all possible 
expedition, and that we hope to have your co-operation in 
adopting some similar plan for the same purpose. 

We beg the favour of an answer by the first opportuni- 
ty, and are, with the greatest respect, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servants, ~, „ ¥ 

George Mason, 

John Galton. 
To the Honourable the President of the Council of Safety. 



Baltimore-Town, January 31, 1776. 

Sir: As we are desirous of knowing what number of 
muskets are in the hands of the Militia in your brigade, 
either belonging to the publick or to individuals, we request 
that you will furnish an account of them as soon as yotj 
conveniently can, distinguishing lo what companies they 
respectively belong, and those which are good and ser- 
viceable from what are unfit for use ; and that you recom- 
mend it to, and earnestly admonish those of your Militia, 
whose guns are out of repair, when circumstances will ad- 
mit of it, to have them immediately put into good order; 
but, that if the owners of any such guns cannot, from their 
poverty, repair them, and they are only defective in the 
locks, that you have the same repaired and rendered fit for 
service at the publick expense. 

Writing immediately lo the Colonels and other inferior 
officers we recommend, as the best method of gaining in- 
formation in the above particulars. 

We are, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient ser- 

' D. of St. T. Jenifer, 

Charles Carroll, Bar., 
John Hall, 
James Tilghman. 



Philadelphia, January 31, 1776. 
Whereas, I, William Jarret, of Horsham Township, 
Philadelphia County, have refused Continental Currency, 
and was led thereto from an opinion of its value and le- 
gality, but, on mature consideration, and being showed the 
resolves of Congress, am fully of opinion such money is 
both legal and of equal value with any other currency now 
passing among us, and that I shall in future receive such 
money, and am heartily sorry for my past refusal of it. 

William Jarret. 
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COLONEL MAXWELL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Trenton, January 31, 1776. 

Sir : I am favoured with yours of the 25th instant ; I 
would have answered it sooner, but some of the Commit- 
tee of this town was absent when I received it, and it was 
necessary to stay for them. 

I do assure you I am not at all absent from the regiment, 
and although I cannot make arms and other necessaries for 
the men, I am endeavouring to make them soldiers, as quick 
as I can. The Congress seem to think I have mistaken 
their orders with respect to marching them by companies. 
I have the pleasure to assure them I understood it per- 
fectly, but, until the 8th instant, we had no thoughts of 
going to the northward, and of course got clothing accord- 
ingly. We have many frocks made, but nothing like half 
enough for the regiment. They might be taken for a 
Southern regiment, and cloth given to us. 

I must really think, that the Committee appointed to in- 
quire what was wanting to prepare us for our march had not 
all the necessary letters laid before them. It has been my 
chief object, since I had the honour to command this bat- 
talion, that they might be well armed. I have urged the 
Committee of this place on that head, and I saw Mr. 
Tucker's letters, wrote very pressingly for arms and blan- 
kets. You have now sent money, but it is too late — be- 
fore the officers go to the different parts of the Province, 
gather them up, and have them repaired, it will be too late ; 
there will nothing do at present, but about three hundred 
stand of good arms put into their hands under stoppages. 
The Committee have entirely forgot canteens and camp- 
kettles ; camp equipage I suppose will follow us. I do 
assure you 1 think they are as likely a battalion of men as- 
any in the Conlinental service, and I hope they will do 
their duty with any that is not more experienced. For 
God's sake do not let them be disgraced for want of their 
necessaries. If I might advise, I would have the Congress 
to send two cr three men from Philadelphia, as a Commit- 
tee to examine the regiment immediately, and make report 
to the Congress what they want, and let some of these geD- 
tlemen be taken out of the Committee that fitted out the 
Pennsylvania Battalion. The four companies here might 
not be filled up, but those at Burlington want every thing. 

I am determined to march off the four companies that 
are here, "with. what little fitting I can get here for them. 
They will make but a poor figure, but I cannot help it. 
The first company 1 hope will set off the end of this week, 
and the others follow as soon as they can. I should be glad 
to have the orders of Congress with what company I shall 
march. I hope with the first, for I am distressed beyond 
measure to have so fine a parcel of men under my com- 
mand, and yet so unfit for doing their country service when 
it is so much wanted. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that I sent out one of 
my Lieutenants in the country to purchase blankets; he has 
in a few days bought of different farmers about fifty; those, 
with what he picked up a few days ago, completed Captain 
Stout's company in this article. Blankets may be had in 
plenty through the country. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, 

William Maxwell. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Con- 
tinental Congress, at Philadelphia. 

COLONEL MAXWELL'S MEMORIAL RELATING TO NECESSA- 
RIES WANTED FOR HIS BATTALION, 

January 31, 1776. 

Memorandum. — The West New-Jersey Regiment are in 
want of the following articles, before they can be properly 
equipped for marching, viz : 

Near one half their arms ; leggins ; a number of warm 
waistcoats; some coats and breeches; stockings to make 
two pair per man ; some shirts ; Canada caps for the 
whole regiment ; canteens and camp-kettles ; mittens for 
the whole regiment ; moccasins, may be had at Albany. 
About one pair of stockings per man are furnished by Mr. 
Lowrey. The other articles he has no orders from Con- 
gress to provide, and if he had, they could not be purchas- 
ed in Jersey. Money in advance is required. Such arti- 
cles as come from Philadelphia were furnished by Mr. 
Clement Biddle. William Maxwell. 



FREDERICK HARTELL TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

To the worthy Gentlemen of the Congress, 8/-c, fyc, the 
Petition of Frederick Hartell, humbly showeth : 
That your petitioner hath been many years in the King 
of Hungary's service, as a Captain-Lieutenant, sold out 
in the month of May, 1755, and was in several field-bat- 
tles ; afterwards, entered in the English Royal American 
service, as a non-commissioned officer, on condition of 
being preferred, and after the siege at Havana the regiment 
was broke ; and hath ever since followed the tobacconist 
business in the city of New- York. 

Your petitioner, therefore, most humbly prays, as he is 
ready and willing to serve in his former calling, for the good 
of American liberty, to place him into some station, and 
give him a birth, that you, worthy gentlemen, shall think 
proper, after being examined. 

And your petitioner shall ever pray. 

Frederick Hartell, 
New- York, January 31, 1776. 

JOHN WYLLEY TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, January 31, 1776. 
Gentlemen: If you should think me worthy of a Cap- 
tain's commission, I would be willing to engage in the ser- 
vice of my country. John Wylley. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read February 9, 1776.] 

Albany, January .31, 1776. 

Sir: I detained your express in hopes of some intelli- 
gence from General Wooster. The post is arrived, but I 
have no letters from the General. All was well whenthe 
post left it, which was on the 22d. He met the gentlemen, 
with the money at Point-au-Fer, and supposes they ar- 
rived at Montreal on the 23d. 

A number of Tories, in no less than forty sleds, are, I 
am informed, on their way from Canada. I shall dispose 
of them agreeable to the resolutions of Congress. 

This morning Mr. Deane is returned from Oneida, and 
brought the enclosed speech in answer to mine. 

A grand meeting of the Six Nations, and those of Ca- 
nada, is to be held very soon atOnondaga. I have order- 
ed Mr. Deane to return, and attend it, that we may know 
vyhat passes. Colonel Butler is at Niagara, where he has 
had a conference with the Indians. Mr. Deane will try 
to discover what has passed there.. 

Although the number of Commissioners in this Depart- 
ment is sufficient, yet it might be proper to add some who can 
attend upon all occasions; strictly, a majority only can act, 
but necessity drives me too often to act solely. Mr. Douw 
is removed out of town, and the other gentlemen reside at 
a considerable distance, so that I must not only do the busi- 
ness, but have the burden of all that come, and they are very 
.troublesome visitants to a man that has something to do. 

Major Hughes is still here, labouring under a fistula. As 
I could not permit him to go to any seaport, I have con- 
sented that he should go to Elizabethtown, that Doctor 
Jones may attend and perform an operation on him there, 
I should not have been under apprehensions if he had 
been permitted to go to New-York, as he has a family in 
Canada, and dare not go off. If Doctor Jones will not 
attend him at Elizabethtown, I could even wish he was 
sent to New-York under proper restrictions, lest it should 
give occasion of charging us with want of humanity. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient, humble ser- 

' Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., he., &c. 

P. S,. The express came here a passenger from Peeks- 
kill. I, therefore, send this by the New-York post, and he 
goes down with the prisoners. 



Fourth Series.— Vol. iv. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon, January 31, 1776. 
Sir : Your letter of the 23d instant, by Bennett, he de- 
livered me last evening. We shall depend that our men 
who come to Albany without arms, be supplied with them, 
Hope there will be more than half who will provide them- 
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selves with such as are good. I readily believe that the 
difficulties attending the march and fatigue of our troops to 
Canada will be nothing like so great as are generally ima- 
gined. General Washington desired me, by his letter of 
the 21st instant, " to have provision made upon the best 
terms I could, for such necessaries as are requisite for the 
march of the regiment from hence." I have, accordingly, 
appointed Mr. Strong, of Salisbury, to make the neces- 
sary provision for their march to Albany, and Captain 
Throop, who raises one company in this part of the Colo-. 
ny, to take care for the necessaries for them, until he gets to 
Canaan, from whence that company may be supplied with 
the.rest of the battalion ; a regular account with the vouch- 
ers thereof to be kept, that payment may be made. It is 
expected that the regiment from this Colony will march 
forward by divisions, and some of them will be at Albany 
soon. It gives me pleasure to find that Colonel Warner 
and Colonel Fellows are in so great forwardness to go for the 
relief of our friends in Canada. I do sincerely congratu- 
late you on your success in disarming the Tories in Tryon 
County. Suppressing such enemies to American liberty 
is of very great importance. 

The account of the money advanced to the battalion 
now raising here, shall be transmitted to the Paymaster- 
General, agreeable to your request. I informed you that 
Edward Mott was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of this 
regiment, since which some uneasiness, arising from the 
appointment of a Field-Officer in this part of the Colony, 
remote from the place where most of the battalion is 
raised. Nathaniel Bud is appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, 
on the generous resignation of Colonel Mott, and John 
Sedgwick Major. This alteration was made in expecta- 
tion of forwarding the inlistment in that quarter. 

The roll of Colonel Hinman's Regiment, and the one 
of Colonel Waterbury's not sent, shall forward when re- 
ceived. Hope some of them will come by Bennett. Am 
unable to say much concerning General Lee's expedition 
into the Colony of New- York. The constant hurry pre- 
vents my entering into further particulars. 

I am, sir, &c, Jonathan Trumbull. 

To General Schuyler. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED. 

Cambridge, January 31, 1776. 

Dear Sir : In my last, by Mr. John Adams, I commu- 
nicated my distresses to you on account of my want of 
your assistance. I have since been under some concern 
at having done it, lest it should precipitate your return be- 
fore you are ready for it, or bring on a final resignation, 
which I am unwilling to think of, if your return can be 
made convenient and agreeable. True it is, that from a 
variety of causes, my business has been, and now is, mul- 
tiplied and perplexed, whilst the means of execution are 
greatly contracted. This may be a cause for my wishing 
you here, but no inducement to your coming, if you hesi- 
tated before. 

I have now to thank you for your favours, and for the 
several articles of intelligence which they convey. The 
account given of your navy, at the same time that it is ex- 
ceedingly unfavourable to our wishes, is a little provoking 
to me, inasmuch as it has deprived us of necessary articles, 
which otherwise would have been sent hither, but which 
a kind of fatality, I fear, will forever deprive us of. In 
the instance of New-York, we are not to receive a particle 
of what you expected would be sent from thence ; the time 
and season passing away, as I believe the troops in Boston 
also will, before the season for taking the field arrives. I 
dare say they are preparing for it now, as we have un- 
doubted intelligence of Clinton's leaving Boston with a 
number of troops, believed to be designed for Long-Island 
or New- York, in consequence of assurances from Gover- 
nour Tryon of powerful aid from the Tories there. 

I hope my countrymen of Virginia will rise superior 
to any losses the whole navy of Great Britain can bring 
on them/and that the destruction of Norfolk, and the at- 
tempted devastation of other places, will have no other 
effect than to unite the whole country in one indissoluble 
bond. A few more of such flaming arguments as were ex- 
hibited at Falmouth and Norfolk, added to the sound doc- 
trine and unanswerable reasoning contained in the pamphlet 



" Common Sense," will not leave numbers at a loss to de- 
cide upon the propriety of a separation. 

By a letter of the 21st instant, from General Wooster,\ 
find, that Arnold was continuing the blockade of Quebeck 
on the 19th, which, under the heaviness of our loss there, 
is a most favourable circumstance, and exhibits a fresh proof 
of Arnold's ability and perseverance in the midst of diffi- 
culties. The reinforcement ordered to him will, I hope, 
complete the entire conquest of Canada this Winter; and 
except for the loss of the gallant chief and his brave fol- 
lowers, I should think the rebuff rather favourable than 
otherwise ; for had the country been subdued by such a 
handful of men, it is more than probable that it would have, 
been left to the defence of a few, and rescued from us in 
the Spring. Our eyes will now be open, not only to the 
importance of holding it, but to the numbers which are re- 
quisite to that end. 

In my last I think I informed you of my sending Gene- 
ral Lee to New-York, with the intention of securing the 
Tories on Long-Island, and preventing, if possible, the 
King's troops from making a lodgment there ; but I fear 
the Congress will be duped by the representations from, 
that Government, or yield to them in such a manner as to 
become marplots to the expedition. The city seems to 
be entirely under the government of Tryon and the Cap- 
tain of the man-of-war. 

Mrs. Washington desires me to thank you for the pic- 
ture sent her. Mr. Campbell, whom I never saw to my 
knowledge, has made a very formidable figure of the Com- 
mander-in-chief, giving him a sufficient portion of terror on 
his countenance.. Mrs. Washington also desires her com- 
pliments to Mrs. Reed, as I do, and with the since.re.st re-, 
gard and affection, I remain, dear sir, your most obedient 

servant > George Washington. 

P. S. 1 had written the letter, herewith enclosed, be- 
fore your favour of the 21st came to hand. The account 
given of the behaviour of the men under General Mont- 
gomery is exactly consonant to the opinion I have formed 
of these people, and such as they will exhibit abundant 
proofs of, in similar cases, whenever called upon. Place 
them behind a parapet, a breastwork, stone wall, or any 
thing that will afford them shelter, and from their know- 
ledge of a fire-lock, they will give a good account of the 
enemy ; but I am as well convinced, as if I had seen it, 
that they will not march boldly up to a work, nor stand ex- 
posed in a plain ; and yet, if we are furnished with the 
means, and the weather will afford us a passage, and we 
can get in men, for these three things are necessary, some- 
thing must be attempted. The men must be brought to 
face danger; they cannot always have an intrencbment.gr 
a stone wall as a safeguard or shield ; and it is of essential 
importance that the troops in Boston should be destroyed, 
if possible, before they can be reinforced or removed. This 
is clearly my opinion. Whether circumstances will admit 
of the trial, and, if tried, what will be the result, the all- 
wise Disposer of events alone can tell. 



[general Washington] to the general court of mas- 
sachusetts-bay. 

Cambridge, January 31, 1776. 
Sir : Mr. Glover called upon the General this day, in- 
forming him that the Legislative power of this Province 
were about making some alterations or amendment in the 
act relative to captures made by armed vessels, fitted out 
of this Colony, so as to make that act conformable to the 
resolutions of Congress. He also mentioned that some dif- 
ficulties may arise after condemnation, respecting the sale 
of prizes made by the Continental vessels, as it seems the 
Deputy Sheriff is ordered to take charge of, and sell the 
prizes made by vessels fitted out by individuals, or other- 
wise. That will certainly militate with the agreement en- 
tered into by his Excellency with the agents appointed by 
him, who are to have a certain commission and no more, 
for transacting that business. Now, sir, I am ordered by 
the General to lay the matter before you, requesting that 
no future impediments may arise, after condemnation of 
these vessels, to interrupt the sale of them and cargoes. 
A clause, in this particular, enacting that all vessels, taken 
by the cruisers fitted out at the Continental expense, shall 



901 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, FEBRUARY, 1776. 



9Q2 



be given up to the agents appointed for negotiating that 
business, immediately after condemnation, will answer every 
purpose of this application to you. 

I have the honour to enclose you a resolve of Congress, 
empowering the Paymaster-General of this Army to draw 
bills on the President, with an extract from his letter to his 
Excellency on the same subject. 

I am, sir, your most humble servant, 
To the Honourable James Warren, Esq., Speaker, &cc. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO MAJOR BELLOWS. 

Exeter, January 31, 1776. 

Sir: We have just received a packet from the Conti- 
nental Congress, informing us nine regiments are to be 
sent forthwith to Canada, all which are raising, and some 
on their march by this time, desiring our regiment may be 
forwarded with all speed, and that when any one or two com- 
panies are ready, to march forward. They likewise direct 
forty shillings, lawful money, to be given each soldier well 
accoutred, as a bounty, and one month's pay advance; 
therefore, you may assure all the men you muster that forty 
shillings of the money you pay them is a bounty, and the 
other one month's pay advance. Pray do every thing to 
forward the men, and hurry Colonel Waite as much as 
possible. The necessaries are gone and going from Exeter 
to Cohass, Colonel Bedel will set off from here, we ex- 
pect, to-morrow. Three or four companies at Plymouth 
and Cohass are inlisted. 

In behalf of the Committee of Safety, I am, sir, your 
most humble servant, Meshech Weare. 

P. S. Pay the commission officers two months' wages. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO COLONEL MOREY ANt> MAJOR BELLOWS. 

In Committee of Safety, Exeter, January 31, 177G. 
To Israel Moret and John Bellows, Esquires: 

As you, by vote of the Council and Assembly of this 
Colony, are appointed Mustermasters and Paymasters to 
the regiment raising for Canada, you are hereby directed, 
out of the money you have received from the Treasury, to 
pay each soldier you shall muster, being an able-bodied, 
effective man, and well accoutred, forty shillings, lawful 
money, as a bounty, and two months' wages to each com- 
missioned officer, also one month's pay to each non-com- 
missioned officer and soldier, at the rales established by the 
Continental Congress, and assist in providing for and for- 
warding the regiment with all speed, and make return of 
your doings .. as soon as may be to the General Court of 
this Colony, or Committee of Safety. You are likewise to 
observe that the soldiers that receive the Colony guns are 
to be informed that they are to allow one dollar for the use 
of the same ; and should they not be returned at the end 
of the campaign, they are to pay therefor forty-five shil- 
lings, lawful money, each ; and the officers are to take care 
that the above stoppages are to be made upon making up 
the muster-rolls. 

By order of the Committee: Meshech Weare. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO SELECTMEN OF THE TOWNS OF 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
In Committee of Safety, January 31, 1776. 

Gentlemen: We have received intelligence from our 
Delegates at Philadelphia, that if the numbers of all the 
people in each town are not speedily sent, we run the ha- 
zard of being doomed much beyond our proportion of the 
Continental expenses. As yours has not come to hand, 
we pray you to despatch it with speed, according to the 
request made last Fall. If you have sent, and it hath mis- 
carried, we must entreat your sending again. 

By order of the Committee: Meshech Weare. 

P. S. Pray let the return be made on oath. 



Parliament, introduced by the Lord of His Majesty's Bed- 
chamber in waiting; which Address His Majesty was 
pleased to receive very graciously. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentry, Clergy, Principal 
Inhabitants, Manufacturers, and Freemen, of the Bo- 
rough of Sudbury, in the County of Suffolk. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, beg 
leave to express our detestation and abhorrence of the most 
unnatural rebellion now subsisting in your Majesty's Colo- 
nies in America, encouraged, we fear, by disaffected per- 
sons as well on this, as the other side of the Atlantick, whs 
at the same time boast of the liberty and laws of the rnos_t 
excellent Constitution in the world ; yet, misled by faction 
and supposed injured rights, forget their natural duty and 
allegiance, and disown their subjection to the Legislative 
authority of this Kingdom, in defiance of all order and 
government. These unprecedented measures, subversive 
of every civil establishment, must excite the indignation of 
every friend to his country, and, we are sorry to say it, call 
aloud for the decisive exertions of your Majesty's arms. 
In times so critical, we think it our indispensable duly to 
profess our hearty zeal and attachment to your Majesty's 
person, family, and Government. Confiding in the wis- 
dom of your Majesty's Council and the spirit of Parlia- 
ment, we presume to hope that a period will soon be put 
to these calamities. Amongst many of your faithful sub- 
jects, we, deeply sensible of the many inestimable bless- 
ings we enjoy under your Majesty's mild and happy 
reign, most heartily and cheerfully offer our best ser- 
vices, assuring you, sir, that in this, and every part of this 
Kingdom, where we have any connection, we shall, at the 
peril of our lives and fortunes, maintain, support, and de- 
fend, to the utmost of our power, your Majesty's Crown 
and Government, against all the secret or avowed disturb- 
ers of the publick peace. And we further hope~and trust 
that youT fleets and armies, with the assistance of Divine 
Providence, will soon chastise and bring back to their duty 
and obedience those deluded persons who may have dared 
to violate the peace and good order of your Majesty's do- 
minions in America. 



ADDRESS OF THE GENTRY, CLERGY, ETC., OF THE B0R0DGH 
OF SUDBURY. 

Address of the Gentry, Clergy, Principal Inhabitants, 
Manufacturers, and Freemen, of the Borough of Sudbury, 
in the County of Suffolk, presented to His Majesty by Sir 
Walden Ilanmer, Bart., one of their Representatives in 



LORD GEORGE GERMAINE TO MAJOR GENERAL HOWE. 

Whitehall, February 1, 1776. 

Sir: Since my letter to you of the 5th of January, 
every effort has been exerted in the different Departments 
to bring forward the preparations for the ensuing campaign 
in North America; and, though the severity of the wea- 
ther, almost beyond what has ever been known in this 
country, very much obstructs the service in the Naval De- 
partment, yet I am encouraged to hope that the reinforce- 
ment for the army under your command will be embarked 
before the end of March, and that the armament intended 
for Quebeclc will be ready much sooner. 

The unfortunate events which have happened in Canada 
make it necessary that we should not only exert every en- 
deavour for the relief of Quebeck as early as possible, but 
also for having a force there ready to commence its ope- 
rations as soon as the season will admit. . ... 

The great attention which the King shows, upon all 
occasions, to the rank and merit of his officers, would have 
led His Majesty to have appointed Major-General Clinton 
to command upon this service, under Major-General 
Carleton; but as His Majesty's pleasure has been already 
signified that he should command the body of forces to be 
employed upon an expedition to the southward, and be is 
by this time probably sailed for Cape-Fear, in order to, 
wait their arrival, His Majesty has thought fit that Major- 
General Biirgoyne should act as second in command to, 
General Carleton in Canada, and that he should- proceed' 
thither with the eight regiments from Ireland, which I hope 
will be ready to sail by the 20th of next month. 

If Quebeck should fall before any relief can be got thi- 
ther, and Major-General Carleton should unhappily not 
survive the loss of it, the King's intentions are, that in;such 
an event, the command of the whole of His Majesty's 
forces in North America should devolve upon you. ft 
is also His Majesty's intentions immediately to appoint. 
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Major-Generals Clinton, Burgoyne, Lord Percy, and Lord 
Cornwallis, Lieutenant-Generals in America. Tlie old 
Colonels who now act as Brigadiers are to have commis- 
sions as Major-Generals, and the other Colonels will be 
appointed Brigadiers. 

In case of Major-General Carleton's death, it will re- 
main with you to dispose of the different commands as 
you, in your discretion, shall think fit. It will, conse- 
quently, be in your power to leave the command of the 
troops on the side of Canada to Major-General Bur- 
goyne ; or, if you think it more advisable, you may ap- 
point General Clinton to that service ; and it being His 
Majesty's pleasure that Major-General Lord Cornwallis 
should be employed in Canada, he and his regiment are 
to be sent thither as soon as he joins the army under your 
command. 

In the present state of affairs in North America, the se- 
curity of Nova-Scotia and Newfoundland are objects of 
attention; and I am commanded by the King to signify to 
you His Majesty's pleasure, that the two battalions of ma- 
rines now serving under your command, or any part of 
them you shall judge necessary, should be posted at Hali- 
fax; and that a detachment of Major Gorham's corps be 
posted at St. John's, in Newfoundland, as a garrison will 
be wanted theie. It is also His Majesty's pleasure that as 
many nf the private men of the Sixty-Fifth Regiment as 
are fit for service should be turned over to the Twenty- 
Seventh Regiment, and, if there are more than will com- 
plete it, you will incorporate them in any other corps ; that 
the Twenty-Seventh Regiment, when so completed, be 
joined to the army under your command; and that the 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers and invalids 
of the Sixty-Fifth be sent home to England. 

I must not omit to acquaint you, before I leave the sub- 
ject of military arrangement, that the officers of the Guards 
have expressed such spirit and zeal for His Majesty's ser- 
vice, that His Majesty has ordered a detachment of a 
thousand men, rank and file, with officers in proportion, 
to serve under you in America ; and I have only further 
to add, that the King is so desirous of expressing, upon 
every occasion, his Royal approbation of the General 
Officers serving in the principal ranks in America, that 
he has declared his intentions that he will not employ any 
General Officer from hence who may be superior in rank 
to Major-Generals Clinton, Burgoyne, Lord Percy, or 
Lord Cornwallis. 

This letter will be intrusted to the care of the com- 
mander of His Majesty's ship Greyhound, who will also 
deliver up to you the officers of the privateer fitted out 
by the Rebels, under a commission from the Congress, and 
taken by one of Admiral Graves's Squadron. The private 
men have all voluntarily entered themselves on board His 
Majesty's ships; but the officers having refused so to do, 
it has been judged fit to send them back to America, for 
the same obvious reasons that induced the sending back 
the Rebel prisoners taken inarms upon the attack of Mon- 
treal, in September last. 

It is hoped that the possession of these prisoners will 
enable you to procure the release of such of His Majesty's 
officers and loyal subjects as are in the disgraceful situation 
of being prisoners to the Rebels ; for, although it cannot be 
that you should enter into any treaty or agreement with 
Rebels for a regular cartel for exchange of prisoners, yet I 
doubt not but your own discretion will suggest to you the 
nre.ahsiof effecting such exchange, without the King's dig- 
nity and honour being committed, or His Majesty's name 
used in any negotiation for that purpose; and I am the 
more strongly urged to point out to you the expediency of 
such a measure, on account of the possible difficulties 
which may otherwise occur in the case of foreign troops 
serving In North America. 

I am, Sic, George Germaine. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES. 1JT CON- 
GRESS. 
[No. 7.] Annapolis, February 1, 1776. 

Gentlemen : The enclosed memorandum was intended 
to be_d_efiyered personally to Mr. Chase whilst in Baltimore 
Town, but his going sooner than we expected, prevented 
its being done; we should be obliged to you to advert to 



the contents thereof, as if addressed to all the Deputies, 
■and be pleased to give us an answeT, as soon as you can, 
with convenience to yourselves. We find that blankets, 
strouds, camp equipage, and cannon, to say nothing of pow- 
der, will be much wanted, and we doubt, are not to be pro- 
cured in this Province. When any thing occurs in the 
news way, we should be glad to have a line from you, and 
are, your most, &c. 
To the Deputies of Maryland, in Congress. 

The following is a copy of the enclosed Memorandum 
above-mentioned. 

Mr. Chase is requested by the Council of Safety to fur- 
nish them with the price and dimensions of the chevaux-de- 
frise lately made at Philadelphia. 

To inform them whether any thing, and what, has been 
done in Congress, in consequence of a resolve of the late 
Convention, relative to the canvass imported into this Pro- 
vince by Mr. Juge, a foreigner. 

Whether Messrs. Willing and Morris have received a 
letter from Messrs. Chamberlaine, Hooe, and Ringgold, 
or either of them, advising them that this Province would 
receive five tons of the saltpetre imported by said Willing 
and Morris, manufactured into gunpowder, in part dis- 
charge of the powder 1o be furnished by them, and whe- 
ther they have taken any measures in consequence of it. 

Whether there are any match coat blankets or strouds to 
be got in Philadelphia or New-York, and to transmit the 
plates and paper directed by the money bill, to be procured 
at Philadelphia, as soon as possible. 

Also, to inform them whether there be. any probability 
of getting knapsacks, haversacks, and canteens, for the sol- 
diers, and at what prices, respectively, and in what time 
they can be furnished. 

JOHN D. THOMPSON TO BENJAMIN RUMSEY. 

Cecil County/February 1, 177G. 

Dear Sir: By Captain Craig I inform you Mr. Na- 
thaniel Rumsey is arrived. I called on him yesterday, he 
tells me he has (in partnership with a gentleman of Phila- 
delphia) about eight tons of gunpowder, and five tons of 
saltpetre ; he has engaged to supply this County with one 
ton of powder, at the same price the Committee of Phila- 
delphia will, provided the money will be immediately ad- 
vanced. This County has very little powder ; 1 am sure 
not more than sixty pounds ; the people are very uneasy on 
that head, and seem much distressed. 1 most earnestly 
beg that you will represent this matter to the Council of 
Safety, and request of them to advance to the Committee 
of this County such a sum of money as will purchase one 
ton, at the rate of twenty-five pounds per hundred. Cap- 
tain Craig, if the Council pleases to advance the money, 
will receive it, and deliver it to Colonel John Veasey, 
Chairman of the Committee. 

I am, dear sir, your very humble servant, 

John D. Thompson. 
To Benjamin Rumsey, Esq. 

DORCHESTER COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE TO COUN- 
CIL. OF SAFETY. 

Dorchester County, February I, 1776. 

Gentlemen: Captain Joseph Robson, who commands 
the Minute Company of this County, applied last week 
to us, and informed us, that he had, upon his receiving 
orders from the last Convention to march his company to 
Virginia, examined the guns belonging to the men in his 
company, and could not make out more than ten that were 
in any sort fit for service ; and as the Convention had order- 
ed that the company should be supplied with arms from 
Chestertown, we advised the Captain immediately to make 
application to the Committee of that County, for that pur- 
pose, which he has since, accordingly done, but has been 
able to procure from thence only ten muskets, with three 
bayonets, and not one cartridge or cartouch-box, of which 
articles the company are also entirely in want. 

It, therefore, under, the resolve of the Convention, be- 
comes our duty.to endeavour to borrow as many guns as 
will supply this deficiency, and this duty we would, with 
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great pleasure, readily comply with, was it in our power; 
but the scarcity of all kinds of arms in this County in such 
that we are convinced they are neither to be borrowed 
nor bought, were we empowered to purchase them. 

As this is the condition Captain Robson's company is in, 
and it is impossible for us to supply their wants, we have 
thought it incumbent on us, immediately to lay the mat- 
ter before your Honours, in order that you may give such 
orders as you may think proper on this occasion. We be- 
lieve Captain Robson and his company are ready and wil- 
ling to march, if they can be supplied with arms, and any 
service that is in our power upon this, or any other occa- 
sion, we shall also be ready, with great cheerfulness, to per- 
form. 

We are, with great respect, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient, humble servants. 

Signed by order of the Committee of Observation for 
Dorchester County. 

James Murray, Chairman. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety, of Maryland. 



QUEEN-ANNE (MARYLAND) COMPANY OF MILITIA TO COL- 
ONEL ROBERT TYLER, 

Sir: At the same time that we regard the loss of you 
as our chief, it affords us infinite pleasure that you are ap- 
pointed Colonel to our battalion, to which truly honour- 
able and exalted station we beg leave most sincerely to 
congratulate you. 

Prompted by gratitude, we cannot omit this opportunity 
to express our thanks for your uniform, steady, and manly 
opposition against every attempt of tyranny and usurpa- 
tion, from whatever quarter, to destroy the constitutional 
rights and privileges of the subject ; you having early in life 
distinguished yourself as a bold and forward leader of op- 
position, and a most daring champion in the publick cause, 
gained so much the esteem and confidence of the publick 
that you were elected a Burgess for this County, since which 
you have eminently appeared an independent agent for the 
people, and a faithful trustee of that sacred charge commit- 
ted to a Representative by his constituents. Your conduct 
last war, a war truly national, demands the acknowledg- 
ments of all good men and friends to America; for at a 
time when others.were spending their time in idle dissipa- 
tion, and wallowing in sensuality and excess of ease, though 
blest with so large a fortune that you might have staid at 
home and basked in the sunshine of affluence, you en- 
tered a volunteer in the service of your country, and ge- 
nerously took up arms and risked your life in a wilderness 
against cruel Savages, in defence of our glorious Constitu- 
tion, and to the relief of the poor distressed frontier inhabi- 
tants. 

Being fully persuaded, that without the most perfect har- 
mony and union among ourselves, the great events which 
have happened in our favour, will not have those perma- 
nent good consequences so much wished for, be assured of 
our most earnest desire, that all party heats, dissensions, 
and broils, may be finally abolished from among us; our 
salvation most clearly depends upon it; at a time when we 
are all afloat in the same bottom, and must inevitably sink 
or swim together, surely we ought now, more particularly, 
above all things, to love one another. May we all heartily 
unite, hand in hand, against the common enemy, (who 
would rejoice to see divisions among us,) is the prayer of 
yours, &c. 

It is agreed that this Address be published. 

colonel tyler's answer. 
To the Gentlemen, Officers, and Soldiers, belonging to the 
Queen- Anne Company of Militia: 

Gentlemen : Be pleased to accept my best thanks for 
your very neighbourly and most friendly congratulatory 
address, on my being raised to so honourable a station as 
that of Lieutenant-Colonel in the battalion to which you 
belong. You have expressed your approbation of my 
promotion in terms that do me much honour. We are all 
of us,. at this time, unhappily forced into a most unnatural 
civil war, by the vile machinations of a despotick Minister, 
whose aim is to exchange the laws and maxims of our hap- 



py Constitution for the exercise of tyranny and arbitrary 
power over us, learned from the most despotick Courts of 
Europe. I have, therefore, drawn my sword with you in 
defence of jnvaded liberty, our very best inheritance ; und 
you may be assured in such a contest, I will prefer even 
death itself to an unmanly, base submission. May the 
Great God of Heaven stretch forth his arm to us in the 
day of so hard a trial, is the prayer of, 

Gentlemen, your much obliged, faithful servant, 

Robert Tyler. 

P. S. You may be assured that I will, as you have de- 
sired, use my best endeavours to cultivate harmony and a 
good understanding between our officers and brother .sol- 
diers, as the only sure way to save us from destruction ; 
and as to all matters that have been unwarily thrown out 
to create disturbance, I am for Lurying them in oblivion. 
As your address is to be published, request you will pub- 
lish my answer. I am, Sic, R. T. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO JOHN McKESSON. 

Albany, February 1, 1776. 
Sir: Mr. Hancock had already transmitted me like 
copies of the resolutions of Congress, as were enclosed in 
yours of the 25th ultimo, which I received yesterday. 

I have more reasons than one for wishing that no com- 
missions may be sent to me from the Committee of Safety, 
to be delivered to the officers they may please to name. 
The Colonel of the regiment will be the proper person to 
distribute them. 

I am, sir, your humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. , 

To John McKesson,. Esq., Secretary to the Provincial 
Convention of New- York. 



THOMAS YOUNGS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS, 

Sag-Harbour, February 1, 1776. 
Gentlemen: Enclosed, we send you the most correct 
map of the east end of Long- Island, and the islands adja- 
cent, we were able to take at this difficult season. The 
bearings and distances of the points of land are chiefly 
taken by the compass; the soundings and shoals taken 
from the most experienced coasters we have here. The 
ice prevented us from taking them ourselves. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant. 
By order of the Committee : 

Thomas Youngs, Chairman. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS, 

Albany, 10 o'clock, A. M., February 1, 1776. 

Sir: Just now Colonel Easton arrived from Montreal 
with the prisoners mentioned in the enclosed list ; they 
immediately go to Lebanon. 

General Wooster, in a letter of the 20th ultimo, says: 
' I have just received intelligence from our army before 
Quebeck; they still continue the blockade with spirit, yet are 
greatly distressed for want of men, being alarmed almost 
every night, and having so few men, if not assisted in a lit- 
tle time, good as they are (and men never behaved better) 
they must be worn out. I have sent them a reinforcement 
of a hundred and twenty, who, I expect, will arrive there 
to-morrow, and another party of seventy will set off from 
this place this morning. " 

"What our people at Quebeck will do, or what any of 
us can do for want of money, God only knows. Money 
we must have, or give up every thing. Every engine is 
set at work to discredit us with the people of the country. 
Our friends are already drained. If the Lakes are not so 
taken as to render it prudent to venture the military chest 
across, cannot some trusfy person come on with a thousand 
or two pounds for present use, and in the meantime we shall 
make every shift to promote the service. 

" I mentioned in my last, that cannon, mortars, and„am- 
munition might be wanted. Should be glad of your 
thoughts upon the subject, and lo know what quantity of 
powder can be forwarded, and how many cannon and mor- 
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tars, and what size. Mr. Pelissier, of Three-Rivers, has 
sent to me to know the size of our mortars and cannon, as 
he is about casting shells and shot. 

" I think it of importance that whatever is sent, should 
be here by the first of March ; by that time, if properly as- 
sisted, we shall be able to erect batteries. They must be 
cannonaded in earnest; the place is strong, and they are 
determined to hold out desperately, you will, therefore, see 
the necessity of spirited measures in order to take posses- 
sion of it before they can be reinforced from Great Bri- 
tain." 

Mr. Antill has this moment delivered me your favour 
of the 20th ultimo. 

I believe there is left, at the posts above, one eighteen- 
pounder, nineteen twelve-pounders, twenty-nine of nine, 
twenty -three of six, twenty -five of four, and some swivels. 

I shall immediately employ people to cut and draw tim- 
ber for repairing Ticonderoga, provided I can get forage for 
horses. It will be much less expensive now than in Spring 
or Summer; but an Engineer should be sent up for the busi- 
ness ; nor can 1, without the assistance of such a person, 
ascertain the number of cannon necessary for its defence. 
They should all be of the largest size that can be had. 

I have already transmitted General Wooster the former 
resolutions of Congress ; those by Colonel Hazen will 
send on by that gentleman. 

I am, sir, most sincerely, your obedient, humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c, &c. 

State of the Military Chest, Albany, January 28, 1776. 

Received at two different times, - - - $240,000 00 
Issued to various persons, ----- 174 ,089 25 

Remain in Chest, ----- $65,910 75 

Jonathan Trumbull, Jr., Paymaster- General. 
To the Honourable Major-General Schuyler. 

GENERAL ARNOLD TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Camp before Qucbeck, February 1, 1776. 

Dear Sir: I have the pleasure of acquainting you we 
still hold our ground before Quebeck, and keep the enemy 
closely blockaded, though we have received but a small re- 
inforcement of one hundred and fifty men from Montreal. 
The enemy have, within this ten days, sallied out twice at 
Palace- Gate, with about four or five hundred men, with a 
view of seizing two field-pieces we have on that side; our 
men advanced briskly to attack them, when they made a 
precipitate retreat under cover of their guns. I make no 
doubt of holding our ground, as we expect a reinforcement 
daily, which we are anxiously waiting for, as the duty is 
very severe. 

1 have taken the liberty, in former letters to the honour- 
able Continental Congress, to give my opinion in regard to 
men and measures necessary for the reduction of Quebeck. 
The necessary ways and means for supporting those men 
I have omitted, as General Montgomery, in his life time, 
transmitted you his sentiments on the matter, as well as on 
the necessary measures for forming a lasting union between 
this country and the Colonies. 1 have only to observe, if 
the capital is taken I believe paper money will soon have 
a currency. 

Major John Brown, who came down with General Mont- 
gomery, with about one hundred and sixty men collected 
from different regiments, now assumes and insists on the 
title of Colonel, which, he says, the General promised him 
at Montreal. That the General promised him promotion, 
he told me sometime before his death. When Major Brown 
wrote to remind him of his promise, the General handed me 
his letter, and told me, at the same time, as Colonel Easton 
and Major Brown were publickly impeached with plunder- 
ing the officers' baggage taken at Sorel, contrary to articles 
of capitulation, and to the great scandal of the American 
Army, he could not, in conscience or honour promote him, 
(Major Brown,) until those matters were cleared up. He 
then sent for Major Brown, and told him his sentiments 
on the matter very freely ; after which I heard of no fur- 
ther application for promotion. This transaction Colonel 



Campbell, Major Dubois, and several gentlemen, were 
knowing to. As Colonel Easton and Major Brown have, 
doubtless, a sufficient share of modest merit to apply to the 
honourable Continental Congress for promotion, I think it 
my duty to say the charge before-mentioned is the publick 
topick of conversation at Montreal, and among the officers 
of the Army in general ; and, as such conduct is unbe- 
coming the character of gentlemen or soldiers, I believe it 
would give great disgust to the Army in general if those 
gentlemen were promoted before those matters were cleair- 
ed up. 

This will be delivered you by Mr. David Hopkins, a 
gentleman who came out a volunteer with me; bis spirited 
conduct, both on march and since our arrival in this coun- 
try, merit my recommendation to your notice, of which I 
think him worthy. 

I am, with the greatest respect and esteem, dear sir, your 
most obedient and humble servant, 

Benedict Arnold. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. The contents of the enclosed letter I do not wish 
to be kept from the gentlemen mentioned therein ; the 
publick interest is my chief motive for writing. I should 
despise myself were I capable of asserting a thing in preju- 
dice of any gentlemen without sufficient reasons to make it 
publick. B. A. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge, February 1, 1776, 

Dear Sir: On the 27th ultimo, 1 had the pleasure of 
writing you, and then mentioned my being under some em- 
barrassments respecting the application which I expected 
from our Caughnawoga friends. I have now the pleasure 
to inform you, that in a talk they honoured me with yes- 
terday, they put the matter upon the footing I wished ; that 
is, to join the forces in Canada whenever you shall call 
for their assistance. 

They requested me to certify my approbation of the 
treaty they had concluded with you, which I did. Upon 
the occasion they expressed much satisfaction, and said 
that they were now happy that a firm peace was made be- 
tween them and their brothers, and that they were now 
free like the New-England people. I heartily wish that 
this union may be lasting, and that nothing may cast up to 
interrupt it. The expediency of calling upon them I shall 
leave to you. Circumstances and policy will suggest the 
occasion. I promised them to write you by Colonel Bedel 
of what they had done, and shall submit it to your discre- 
tion to communicate to them such parts of this as you may 
think necessary. 

I have advanced one hundred pounds, lawful money, to 
Colonel Bedel, for the expenses attending their return 
home. This he will account with you for. 

I am, dear sir, your affectionate, humble servant, 

George Washington. 
To the Honourable Major-General Schuyler. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL BEDEL. 

Cambridge, February 1, 177S. 

Sir: The Continental Congress having called upon the 
Government of New-Hampshire to raise a regiment for the 
service of the United Colonies, which they have accord- 
ingly complied with, and appointed you to the command of, 
I have to desire that you will use your utmost diligence arid 
despatch possible, to raise the said regiment, and march it 
into Canada by the way of Number Four and Onion River, 
on which communication a supply of provisions will be laid 
by order of Major-General Schuyler. This regiment is to 
be raised upon the Continental establishment, and agree- 
able to the terms and requisition of the Congress, as trans- 
mitted to New-Hampshire. 

As the necessity of reinforcing our troops, posted before, 
and forming the blockade of Quebeclc, is too apparent to 
need description, I would have you order each company to 
march as fast as they are raised, the whole putting them- 
selves under the General, or commanding officer in Cana- 
da, as fast as they arrive there. Such necessaries as are 
indispensably necessary for the use of your regiment, will, 
I expect, be procured for you by your Colony, in the 
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doing of which, and on your march, I recommend the 
utmost economy that can be used consistent with de- 
spatch. 

You will take under your care, Jean Baptist, together 
with the other Indians, (now at this place,) of the Caugh- 
nawaga tribe, and conduct them in the safest and most 
agreeable manner to themselves into Canada. You will 
receive a warrant upon the Paymaster for one hundred 
pounds, lawful, with which you are to bear their expenses, 
rendering an account of the just expenditure thereof for 
their use, to the Commissary of the Northern Department 
when you get there, who will be advertised of this matter, 
and directed to settle with you. 

These, are, sir, my instructions, to which I doubt not you 
will pay a proper attention. I must again recommend your 
making all possible despatch ; and that you may have a 
share in the glory of expelling the instruments of Minis- 
terial tyranny from that fair Province, is the sincere wish 
of, sir, your most obedient servant, 

George Washington. 
To Colonel Timothy Bedel. 



schooner Warren, now lying at Beverly Port, in the ser- 
vice of the United Colonies of North America; to have, 
hold, exercise, and enjoy the said office of Captain and 
Commander of the said vessel, and to perform and execute 
all matters and things which to your said office do, or may 
of right belong or appertain, until further order sTiall be 
given herein by the honourable Continental Congress, 
myself, or any future Commander-in-chief of said Araiy; 
willing and commanding all officers, soldiers, and persons 
whatsoever, any way concerned, to be obedient and assist- 
ing to you in the due execution of this commission. "' 

Given under my hand and seal, at Cambridge, this 1st 
day of February, Annoque Domini 1776. 

Gkorge Washington. 

By His Excellency's command : 

To Captain William Burke, of the Warren. 

Officers of the Armed Vessels, fitted out by order of Gene- 
ral Washington, on the 1st o/ February, 1776. 
Hancock. 
Captain and Com. 1 January, 1776. 



Cambridge, February 1, 1776. 

Sir: Your favour of yesterday, I received, and am sorry 
to hear that the quota of Militia, which the town of Salem 
was to furnish by resolve of the honourable General Court, 
cannot be bad. 

The generous tender of services made by you, sir, and 
the rest of the volunteers, claims a return of* my sincere 
thanks. Should I have occasion to call upon them, I shall 
do it ; at present I wish them to continue at Salem, and to 
hold themselves in readiness. 

I am, sir, your and their humble servant, 

George Washington. 
To Timothy Pickering, Jun., Esq., Salem. 



1st Lieutenant, 

- 2d Lieutenant, 

Lee. 

- Captain, - - 

- 1st Lieutenant, 

- 2d Lieutenant, 

- Master, - - 

Franklin. 
Captain, 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO WILLIAM WATSON. 



Cambridge, February 1, 1776. 

Sir: Major Hobart will want one hundred tons of the 
coals taken in the two prizes sent into your place by Com- 
modore Manly. As it is for the publick service, his Excel- William Burke, 
lency is willing to let him have them, he paying as much 
for them as any one else would. 

His Excellency desires you would be careful to prevent 
a waste of this article, as it will be very much wanting for 
the publick works. He is informed that there has been 
some pilfering already. I am, sir, yours, &c. 
To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



John Manly, 
Richard Stiles, - 
Nicholas Ogilby, 

Daniel Waters, 
William Kissick, 
John Gill, - - 
John Diamond, 

Samuel Tucker, 

Edward Phittiplace, 1st Lieutenant, 

Francis Salter, - - 2d Lieutenant, 

Harrison. 
Charles Dyar, - - Captain, - - 
Thomas Dote, - - 1st Lieutenant, 
John Wigglesworth, 2d Lieutenant, 

Lynch. 

Captain, - - 
1st Lieutenant, 
2d Lieutenant, 

Warren. 
Captain, - - 



John Ayres, 

John Roche, 

John Tiley, 



1 January, 1776. 
- 1 January, 1776. 

20 January, 1776. 
20 January, 1776. 
20 January, 1776. 
20 January, 1776. 

20 January, 1776. 
20 January, 1776. 
20 January, 1776. 

20 January, 1776. 
23 January, 1776. 
20 January, 1776. 

1 February, 1776. 
1 February, 1776. 
1 February, 1776. 

1 February, 1776. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO WILLIAM WATSON. 

Cambridge, February 1, 1776. 

Sir : Your favour of the 29th ultimo, is come to hand. 
There must be an inquiry made into the conduct of that Cap- 
tain, who so shamefully deserted his Commodore. Please 
to let the General know which of the schooners it was. 

The General thinks it will be proper that the Captains 
of these vessels prove upon oath their private property; 
after which you may deliver to them all except the beef 
and pork, which he thinks most probably belongs to the 
vessels. If it does not, it is clear that they must be meant 
for supplying the enemy. Upon that principle, he does 
not think it will be proper to give them unto the Captains. 

His Excellency has no objections to these gentlemen's 
returning to Plymouth ; nor has he any objections to their 
disposing of the checks and baize at your place, if they 
choose it. He is pleased that the schooners got under 
way. Yours, &c. 
To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



By His Excellency George Washington, Esq., Comman- 
der-in-chief of the Army of the United Colonies. 

To William Burke, Esq. 

By virtue of the powers and authorities to me given by 
the honourable Continental Congress, I do hereby consti- 
tute and appoint you Captain and Commander of the 



Cambridge, Febraa;ry 1, 1776, 
We hear, that as Captain Manly was coming out of 
Plymouth, January 30, an armed brig, (which went from 
Boston for the purpose of taking him, as he supposed,) 
gave him chase, upon which he ran his vessel on shore 
a little south of the North-River, in Scituate. The brig 
came to anchor, and fired not less than four hundred times 
upon the privateer; but, very remarkable, no man was 
even wounded. One ball entered the stern, and passed 
but about six inches from Captain Manly, who was con- 
fined by sickness in his cabin. The next day one hundred 
and thirty balls were found upon the adjacent shore. 

Besides the above, which is from a correspondent near 
where" "the affair happened, we hear, that after the brig 
ceased firing she manned her boats, boarded Captain Man- 
ly's vessel, (the people being ashore,) and endeavoured to 
set her on fire; but seeing our people coming upon them, 
they were glad to get off without effecting their design. 
She has since been got off, is refitting, and nearly ready 
for another cruise. 



JAMES OTIS TO COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Barnstable, February 1, 1776. 
Gentlemen: This encloses the examination of one Wil- 
liam Heath, the master of the sloop Betsey, taken and 
brought into this harbour the 31st of January last, by Cap- 
tain Jonathan Howes, ho., bound from Nova-Scotia to 
Boston, to supply our enemies, and who has been in that 
employ for a considerable time. He appears to me to be 
a surly, inimical fellow to this country, and he destroyed all 
his papers, save the register and shipping paper, (and as I 
am told, that was his orders, if he was likely to be taken.) 
It is reported that he beat one of his foremast men so that 
his life is in danger. Some others of them frozen, that I 
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baye had the examination of. But three of them which I 
also enclose. They are, also, unable to travel as yet, and 
$0 are gone on board again to be subsisted there out of the 
cargo, by Captain Howes's consent, until they are able to 
travel to Court, or otherwise. Mott and Peters, belong to 
this country, and Peters has a wife and family at Salem. 

If the Council have occasion for them, they shall be 
gent to them, but it appears to ine that they were forced 
into the service. But Heath appears to ine to be a bad 
man, and ought to have good care taken of him. My son, 
Colonel Otis, has ordered him to your Honours, with a 
proper guard. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, 
;■; James Otis. 

To the President of the Honourable Council, in Water- 
town. 

JOSEPH OTIS TO COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Barnstable, February 1, 1776. 

Honoured Sir: By Captain Daniel Howes, I have 
the pleasure to send to the Council a master of a vessel 
taken off our harbour. The papers Captain Howes has 
will inform as to the circumstances. The hands that are 
aboard appear to be very honest men, and forced into the 
service, and are about entering aboard an armed vessel 
fixing from here. 

Colonel Elisha Doan has sent two vessels from Cha- 
tham to the West-Indies, within a fortnight, and Captain 
Solomon Davis is fixing two from here. I hope the ho^ 
nourable Council and House will inquire whether these 
nlen have, leave, if not, I hope there will be proper orders 
about them, 

i J have the honour to be yours, and the honourable Coun- 
cil's obedient servant. -, „ 

Joseph Otis. 

To the Honourable the President of the Council, at Wa- 
tertown. 

WilliamBbaTgh, Virginia, February 2, 1776. 

' We have the pleasure to inform trie publick, that Colo- 
nel Charles Carter, of Stafford, goes prosperously on with 
his manufactory of Saltpetre, and gives it as his opinion, 
that were people in general to pay proper attention to that 
business, Virginia might pay her quota of the expenses of 
the war by it, as every housekeeper can, with much ease, 
make more or less. That gentleman writes on the 21st 
instant: "I have got the following Saltpetre Works esta- 
blished, and am now on my way to many estates, where I 
hope that more will be set on foot in a very short time; 
and can with truth aver, that nothing but the neglect of 
the overseers can frustrate the scheme. No proper direc- 
tions for making saltpetre having appeared in print, it may 
be expected that I should publish my own process ; but as 
it would take up too much of your paper, I shall only men- 
tion, that any person may be taught by applying to any of 
the following gentlemen : Messrs. Gilpin and Hartshorn, 
Alexandria; Mr. Robert Bailey, Colchester; Mi. John 
Murray, Dumfries; Mr. John Smith, Aquia; Mr. Joshua 
Brown, at Ludlow Farm, in Stafford; Mr. William Nel- 
son, in Caroline; and Mr. William Griffin, of King and 
Queen. At Aquia we now make about twelve pounds 
of refined saltpetre per day, at Dumfries, eight pounds; at 
Ravensivorth, twenty pounds ; at Alexandria, ten pounds; 
at Colchester, six pounds ; and, when the whole gets in 
motion, I do not doubt making from five hundred to one 
thousand weight per day, which I hope will add spirit to 
our glorious cause." 

THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN., TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER. 

Fredericktown, February 2, 1776. 
Dear Sir: I yesterday received yours, advising me of 
your meeting in Baltimore the 29th past. My family's 
being several of them indisposed, the badness of the wea- 
ther, and the probability of your breaking up but a little 
after the time I could get to Baltimore, has prevented my 
setting out. Mr. Stand's inability to go to Philadelphia 
frill shorjen my stay here. 

, I am told that Clapham, of Virginia, agreed yesterday 
with our gunsmiths for a number of rifles, and that the Vir- 
ginians are purchasing us all they can. 1 fear, unless what 



useful guns that can be bought are purchased immediately 
for our troops, we shall have soldiers without anrjs.. The 
one hundred pounds sent me by Mr. Ford, will buy only 
twenty rifles. 

Mr. Hughes has sanguine expectations of complying with 
his contract for cannon. 

I am, dear sir, your very affectionate friend, 

Thomas Johnson, Jun> 
To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq. 



FIELD-OFFICERS OF ELK-RIDGE BATTALION TO. MARYLAND. 
COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Elk-Ridge, February, 2, 1775, 

Gentlemen: The honourable Convention having been 
pleased to appoint us Field-Officers for the Elk-Ridge 
Battalion of Militia, and we, well knowing the situation of 
said battalion respecting fire-arms, many being without any, 
and others in such order that, were we called to action, 
would not be able to make a proper defence ; and we, con- 
sidering that at a very small expense to the Province many 
of the guns belonging to the poorer people, who cannot 
conveniently pay for the repairing and putting them in pro- 
per order, could be made fit for use, beg leave to reqirest of 
your Honours, that, should you think it expedient that said 
arms should be repaired, to signify the same to us, and we 
will have them done in the most speedy, cheapest, and 
effectual manner. 

We are, respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient 

servants, ™ ~ 

Ihomas Doksey, 

John Dorsey, 

Edward Gaither, Jun, 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety for the Province 
of Maryland. 



LINDENBERGER AND McCLELLAN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF. 
SAFETY, 
Baltimore-Town, February 2, 1776. 

Gentlemen: At the sitting of the last Convention we 
brought a sample of gunpowder made by us. Thomas 
Johnston, Esq., acquainted us it was approved of, and a 
resolve was made, and entered, to lend us (if required) any 
sum of money, not amounting above one thousand pounds, 
without interest, for two years; but, as the gentlemen in 
Convention and we did not know on what terms we should 
agree, we were informed the matter should be left to the 
consideration of the Council of Safety, which would sit. in 
Baltimore, and we, therefore, beg leave to acquaint the 
gentlemen, whenever they shall think proper, we shall 
attend. 

Gentlemen, we are, with due respect, your very humble 
servants, ,-, T 

LrEORGE LiINDENBERGER, 

John McCleli.an, 
To the Council of Safety of Maryland. 



SAMUEL CHASE TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER. 

Charlestown, February 2, 17.76. 

Dear Sir : Captain Nathaniel Ramsey informs me, 
that he can procure about one hundred and forty yards of 
country-made cloth, at about eight shillings, currency, per 
yard, and linen, country-made, from two shillings four 
pence, to two shillings eight pence, fit and proper for hun- 
ting-shirts, enough for his company. The cash will be 
necessary. I once more take the liberty to remind you of 
the gun-locks in the hands of Mr. S. West. 

_ I shall be glad to render the Province, or you, any ser- 
vice in the city of Philadelphia. 

I am, sir, with regard, your obedient servant, 

Samuel Chase. 
To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq. 

MARYLAND DELEGATES TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, February 2, 1776. 
Gentlemen: Last night we received your letters by 
Maynard, covering the resolutions of Congress relative" to 
the plates and paper for the present currency. As the fur- 
nishing devices is a business to which we are, entire stran- 



913 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, he, FEBRUARY, 1776. 



914 



gers, we" have advised with Doctor Benjamin Franklin, 
and shall, with his assistance, set the engraver to work in 
a few days. 

As the Convention have ordered both plates and paper 
here, we submit to you, whether it would not be expedi- 
ent to have the printing, also, done by Hall Sf Sellers. 
Of this we are certain, that the business would be done 
with much greater expedition. But in this shall be govern- 
ed by your directions. 

With respect to cannon, so far as we can form any 
opinion, from the short time to make the inquiry, none can 
be had here, or from any of the Eastern Governments ; 
they are very scarce through the whole Continent. 

A Committee of Congress, of which Mr. Rogers is a 
member, have been appointed, to make inquiry into the 
quantity of cannon on hand, and what will be wanted, and 
where, and on what terms they can be had. No report is 
yet made, but a letter from Mr. Chase to Mr. Paca, men- 
tioning that Hughes, in Frederick, had contracted with the 
Convention to supply our Province at thirty-two pounds 
ten shillings, being communicated to Congress, the mem- 
bers of the Committee were immediately very desirous to 
see Mr. Hughes, to know whether he would make the like 
contract for supplying the demands of Congress. This 
will convince you that a supply cannot be had from hence, 
and that you must rely on your own resources, by casting 
them in the Province. 

Mr. Paca purchased from Mr. Morris twelve guns, of 
six-pound balls, for six hundred pounds, by order of Mr. 
Johnson; they would have been sent down, had not the 
ice stopped the navigation. -^ p 

R. Alexander. 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 

P. S. Agreeable to your request, a passport was granted 
Maynard, who proceeded immediately to New- York. 

Mr. Purviance enclosed us affidavits of two skippers, 
who had been taken by Lord Dunmore, mentioning that 
a pilot-boat, with a clergyman from Maryland, had arrived 
at Norfolk, who gave information of the outfit of the store 
and provision vessels. If you have heard of this business, 
be pleased to advise us; we are desirous of knowing the 
truth, a difficult task at present. 



LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OP CONGRESS. 
[Referred to Mr. Chase, Mr. Rutlodge, Mr. Wythe.] 

Eiizabethtown, February 2, 1776. 

Sir : The cargo of the ship Blue- Mountain- Valley, is 
now chiefly unladen and brought up to this town, except 
the coal, which it will be best to take out as it is disposed 
of. 

1 have, as yet, received no orders from Congress rela- 
ting to this ship, nor no answer to the three letters to you 
relating to her, since her capture, and of which it was im- 
possible for me to keep copies. 

Captain Dempster is very desirous of returning to Eng- 
land. Two of his Mates, and the foremast-men, would be 
glad of working their passage home, or through the West- 
Indies. It will, perhaps, be best to send them to Phila- 
delphia for that purpose, in preference to any of the ports 
to the eastward. 

I am told that the Congress has established some rules 
with regard to prizes, and, also, some Admiralty jurisdic- 
tion ; but, as 1 have not seen them, I cannot tell whether 
this ship is comprehended within them, and shall be glad 
to be instructed with regard to that point. 

I now enclose a copy of the orders I gave to Captain 
Rogers when I put the ship into bis charge. This Cap- 
tain Rogers was well recommended to me by the New- 
York Committee of Safety. He is, 1 believe, as fit a man 
as any to command a ship of force ; or, if it should be 
thought proper to keep three or four small sloops, to run 
in and out of Sandy- Hook, and the inlets of Egg- Harbour, 
Barnegat, &c, I believe he would be a very proper per- 
son to command them. 

Some attempts have been made, in this Province, to 
break through the prohibition ordered by Congress to the 
shipping of lumber and provision. I have taken every step 
in my power to prevent it, and have laid the whole pro- 
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ceedings before the Convention of this Province, which is 
now sitting at Brunswick. 

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to them on that subject, 
as, also, copy of my letter to them on the subject of arms, 
and I hope they will come into the measure I have recom- 
mended to them. 

I now, also, enclose copies of the orders J sent to Colo- 
nel Maxwell, with regard to preparing his regiment for 
marching to Albany, and his answer thereto. These would 
have been transmitted sooner to you, but my absence a 
few days from this place, on the little naval excursion, and 
my illness in consequence of it, for a day or two more, has 
thrown me behind hand in my correspondence, which I find 
swells to such a size that it will be impossible for me to get 
through it with any regularity, without the help of one or 
two good clerks. 

I just hear that seven hundred men, from New-England, 
arrived in New- York this afternoon, and that Generali.ee 
is at King's Bridge with a like number. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect and regard, 

your most humble servant, 

' ' Stirling. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

In Committee of Safety, Now.York, January 25, 1776. 

My Lord : Since the last communication between your 
Lordship and us, concerning the arms we undertook to sup- 
ply you with for the troops under your command, we have 
orders from Congress to raise four new battalions, besides 
one which before that time we were under orders to raise. 

We are, also, informed that there are still thirty stands 
of publick arms in the town of Newark, which are not ap- 
propriated to the use of your troops. There may be others 
in the same situation in other parts of your Colony, and we 
conceive it a hardship to be obliged to forward a depart- 
ment of service out of our Colony, by supplying those arms 
which we intended for you, and which, with many more, 
will be wanted for equipping our own battalions. We can 
assure you, my Lord, with the greatest truth, that we are 
totally at a loss how to supply our new levies with arms, 
without taking them from our Militia, which nothing but 
the most urgent necessity will justify, as by that means the 
defence of this important post will be weakened. 

We, therefore, earnestly request you to release us from 
our former engagement to you, and are, my Lord, most 
respectfully, your Lordship's obedient, humble servant. 

By order of the Committee : 

Joseph Hallett, Chairman. 
To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling. 



Eiizabethtown, January 28, 1776. 
Sir : I received your letter of the 25th, respecting the 
one hundred stand of arms which you were to have sup- 
plied me with. I shall lay the letter before the Continental 
Congress, and the Convention which meet this week at 
Brunswick, in hopes that some other means may be taken 
for providing an equal number. 

A certain ship is lately arrived here with stores, some of 
which, perhaps, may be of use to the publick service un- 
der your direction. I, therefore, subjoin a list of her cargo, 
in order that you may know whether any part of it will be 
useful for that purpose. The ship is about one hundred 
feet long on the main deck, and will commodiously carry 
twenty six and ten three-pounders. W. R. is well wor- 
thy of your confidence. 

I have the honour to be, your most humble servant, 

Stirling. 
To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, at New- 
York. _ 

Eiizabethtown, February 2, 1776. 
Sir : Some time ago I obtained a promise from the Con- 
gress of New- York to supply my regiment with one hun- 
dred stand of arms, to be paid for out of the moneys ad- 
vanced by the Continental Congress for purchasing arms 
for the New-Jersey troops. Four more new regiments 
being ovdered to be raised in the Province of New- York, 
has put the Committee of Safety of that Province under the 
necessity of desiring to be released from their promise, as. 
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will appear from the enclosed copy of a letter which I have 
received from them. This disappointment, together with 
Others, will leave my battalion deficient upwards of two 
hundred stand of arms, notwithstanding the seventy-nine 
which I have received from Ilackensack, and thirty-six 
from Newark; and how to remedy the deficiency I know 
toot, unless the Congress of New-Jersey will order that such 
of the Provincial arms, imported during the last war, as 
are not yet disposed of by the counties or towns, to which 
they were sent, be immediately collected and paid for, to 
such counties or towns, out of the moneys advanced by the 
Continental Congress. This, I have reason to believe, 
would produce a considerable number, as I am informed 
the Counties of Monmouth and Middlesex have never yet 
disposed of their quota of these arms. Be pleased to lay 
this matter before the Congress of New- Jersey. 
And am, sir, your most humble servant, 

Stirling. 
To Samuel Tucker, Esq. 

Elizabethtown, January 27, 1776. 

Sm : I do now deliver into your custody and charge, and 
you are hereby authorized and directed, in behalf and on 
account of the Continental Congress, to take charge of the 
ship Blue-Mountain-Valley, lately commanded by Cap- 
tain John Hamilton Dempster, and now lying at or near 
Elizabethtoivn-Point, in New-Jersey, with all her cargo 
and stores, and the same to preserve and secure in the best 
manner you can, until further order from the Continental 
Congress, their General or Commander-in-chief in this Pro- 
vince, for the time being. 

And you are, in the most exact way in your power, to 
see that the said Captain Dempster's private property on 
board said ship, and that of each of his officers and men be 
secured and preserved until such further order as aforesaid. 
I shall, in the mean time, send on board, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of said ship post such guards as I find necessary 
to preserve her from any attempts that may be made on 
her. 

In behalf of the Continental Congress of the United Co* 
lonies in America. 



To Captain William Rogers. 



Stirling. 



Elizabethtown, February 2, 1776. 
Sir : By the enclosed copies, which I must beg the fa- 
vour of you to lay before the Congress of New-Jersey, 
they will see the informations I received with regard to 
vessels loading in this Province with provisions and lum- 
ber, contrary to the rules established by the Continental 
Congress, and the steps I have taken in order to prevent 
the same. I am very lately informed that there are now 
two or three vessels loaded, or loading, with those articles 
at or near Brunswick ; they have never produced any per- 
mit or license to me. These attempts will convince the 
Congress of the necessity of some persons being appointed 
to have a general superintendency of this matter, to whom 
all permits or licenses should be produced. I have hith- 
erto acted from the necessity of keeping so consequential 
a rule pf Congress inviolate. I shall always be ready, 
while I remain in this Province, to give the best assistance 
in my power to all publick measures. 

I am, sir, your most humble servant, ^ 

' ' J ' Stirling. 

To Samuel Tucker, Esq. 

Elizabethtown, January 12, 1776. 

Dear Sir: In consequence of orders I have received 
from Congress, I shall, I believe, very soon be obliged to 
order your regiment to the east part of this Province, and, 
probably, farther. I must, therefore, request that you will, 
as soon as possible, put your regiment in order for actual 
service, and hold them in that order, and in readiness for 
marching, in twenty-four hours after notice. 

1 now send you two dozen of the last edition of the Ar- 
ticles of War, and have directed Captain Conway to send 
you from Brunswick one of the frocks of his Company, 
which you may use as a pattern. „ 

J J - r STIRLING. 

To Colonel JVfcmvetf, Trenton. 



Elizabethtown, January 18, 1776. 

Dear Sir: I hope you received my letter of the 12th 
instant, desiring you to put your regiment in order for ac- 
tual service, as soon as possible. I have since received 
orders from Congress immediately to direct you to put your 
regiment in a state of readiness to march to Albany, and, as 
soon as ready, to inform Mr. Hancock, the President, there- 
of, that the particular orders of Congress may be transmit- 
ted for your proceedings. I must, therefore, request that 
you will immediately inform Mr. Hancock of the present 
state of your regiment, and send a duplicate thereof to me.. 
As soon as the regiment is ready to march, you will inform 
him, as well as myself thereof; and afterwards, as frequent- 
ly as you can, you are to inform me of your proceedings. 
To Colonel Maxwell. Stirling. 

Trenton, January 22, 1776. 

Mr Lord: I had the honour of receiving yours of the 
18th instant, this day, as also yours of the 12th, some days 
ago; at the same time the Mustermaster came here, with 
whom I was obliged to go to Burlington, from which place 
I despatched an officer, with a party, to the Congress, with 
the same directions you sent me, with additional orders for 
flints. I expected them from Philadelphia before this 
time, with which I intended to have answered yours, and 
which I hope, in some measure, will plead my excuse for 
not having done it before ; but whenever they come, you 
may depend 1 shall immediately transmit them to you. 

I have received from Mr. Livingston, the orders of the 
Congress for my march to Canada, but no orders to trans- 
mit to them the state of my regiment, but shall now do it 
as soon as possible; and when done, send your Lordship 
the duplicates, according to your request, and, also, an ac- 
count of any thing besides that may be worthy your no- 
tice. I must acknowledge that, to manage a new regiment 
left in winter quarters, amongst their friends, and so much 
in want of every necessary, is a task much harder than I 
thought. Your drums and fifes have been here two or 
three days. I endeavoured to get an empty wagon to 
send them on to Brunswick, but could not. I informed 
Mr. Lowrey of their being here, who promised to send 
them with the stockings, as they should come. Five hun- 
dred pair came here Saturday evening; they are all to go 
off in the morning. I wish them safe to hand. 

And am, your Lordship's most obedient, humble ser- 

' William Maxwell. 

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling. 



ARENDT VAN HOOK TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Now-York, February 2, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Having been active in discipline from the 
earliest period in which it was thought expedient to call us 
forth in the defence of our country, and willing to be as 
extensively useful as possible, at this time of embodying 
more troops, am induced to deliver in my name to the 
House for a Captaincy, and am led to hope that the letter 
recommendatory, put into the hands of Joseph Halletl, 
Esq., will be a strong motive to induce the honourable 
House to grant my request. 

I am, gentlemen, with the greatest deference, your obe- 



dient, humble servant, 



Arendt Van Hook, 



To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of New- York. 

New- York, February 1, 1776. 

Mr. Arendt Van Hook, Gentleman, of this place, lately 
belonging to the Independent Company of Fusiliers, hav- 
ing served as a private in said company, and received his 
discharge from the same with intent, as he informs us, to 
enter into the Provincial service as Captain, we do, there- 
fore, most heartily recommend him to the attention and fa- 
vour of the Congress, being fully convinced that (from the 
cheerful and unwearied attention which he has always paid 
to his duty, and those mental qualifications of which he is 
possessed) he will fill, with honour, the station for which 

he solicits. u r, T 

Henry It. Livingston, 

William S. Livingston. 
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GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, February 2, 1776. 

Sir : In compliance with the requisition of the honour- 
able Continental Congress and of your Excellency, we are, 
with the greatest cheerfulness, making our utmost exer- 
tions to raise and despatch one battalion to Canada and 
three to your camp ; and have much satisfaction to inform 
you, that there appears a great freedom in our men to en- 
gage in each of those important services; and the regiments 
are filling up very fast; and some companies have march- 
ed for your camp about two days since ; but am just in- 
formed of a very material difficulty, which must greatly 
retard the march of both, unless it can be removed, viz : 
that our Treasury is entirely exhausted of money ; without 
which it will be impossible to persuade the men to set for- 
ward to Canada, nor can it be reasonable to expect it. In 
this exigency we know not what to do, and the cause must 
greatly suffer unless your Excellency can relieve us ; and 
have, therefore, by advice of my Council, sent one of the 
Committee of our Pay-Table to wait on, and request of your 
Excellency, the replacing the sum which (hey lately paid 
some of our troops in your camp, with no other view than 
to quiet and induce them more freely to re-engage in your 
service ; in doing which, I trust, they had your approba- 
tion. The same bills they made use of for that purpose, 
were just before brought, at our instance and expense 
from the Continental Treasury, towards reimbursing our 
expenses in the great cause ; and, judging it could not be 
better used, we improved it for that purpose. But I need 
use no arguments with your Excellency ; your own truly 
publick spirit and zeal for promoting this unspeakably im- 
portant cause, will be abundantly sufficient to induce you 
to comply with our request, founded only on principles of 
general good, if it be in your power. 

I am, sir, with the highest esteem and regard, your most 
obedient and very humble servant, 

Jonathan Trumbull. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon, February 2, 1776. 

Sir : The three prisoners, bearers hereof, were sent to 
this Colony in October last from Montreal. They have 
ever complained extremely of the hardship of their being 
imprisoned, having as they allege, and by all I can learn, 
never acted any inimical part, but were peaceable inhabi- 
tants about their own business. They appear to behave 
like persons not disposed to injure us ; have complained 
much of their detention, and have long been pushing very 
hard for liberty to return home, but have hitherto been put 
off and detained; and now on the repetition of their press- 
ing importunity, I have laid the matter before my Council 
of Safety for advice. They are of opinion, and advise me, 
to give them a permit, to return as far on their way as to you, 
for your further direction, though, so far as we are able to 
judge, they are of opinion, that it will be of no advantage 
to keep them here, having reason to think they are not un- 
friendly, and that the report they will carry home, must be 
of advantage to our common cause ; and would, therefore, 
recommend it to your Honour, unless you know of special 
reasons against it, that you would be pleased to permit them 
to return to their respective homes. 

Monsieur Otillai, who was sent with them, (an opulent 
merchant, appeared very stubborn, refractory, and inimical, 
and was carefully watched, and at a good deal of expense, 
but not imprisoned, lest it might disgust the Canadians,) 
made his escape six or seven weeks since, and could not be 
found. These had given their parole, which he refused. I 
doubt not of your favour to them, as far as you shall he able, 
consistent with the common safety. 

1 am, sir, with esteem and regard, your most obedient, 

and very humble servant, T m 

J J. Irumbull. 

To the Honourable. Major-General Schuyler. 



COSMOPOLITAN, NO. VII. 

To the Inhabitants of the American Colonies: 

Friends and Fellow-Citizens: If rebellion against 
hiscountry, can mar the retired repose of our hero, he must 



be consummately wretched. If treason, if carnage, if the 
tears of widows, and the cries of orphans ; if the laying 
waste whole towns, and mowing down whole communities ; 
if the sacrilegious pilfering, and prostitution of dissenting 
churches; if the din of war, and garments rolled in blood; 
if poverty, anguish, barbarity, cruelty, and a distressed Con- 
tinent, as it were, with indignant contempt, starting from 
its foundations, to repel the hostile stroke of the procuring 
hand, can arrest his feelings, it will, it must plant daggers 
in his heart, and harrow up his soul. 

Ministerial measures against America, since the year 
1763, are the declared, and true causes of present calami- 
ties. The wretch who procured those measures, together 
with their aiders and abetters, are by every principle of law 
and of logick, equity and common sense, justly chargeable 
with their nefarious and sanguinary consequences. Their 
origin, their qualities, their progress, their ends, their au- 
thors, planners, supporters, and abetters, are made as con- 
spicuous as the meridian beamings of the sun, by a number 
of original letters, which the Representatives of the people 
gave the publick in the year 1773, which then discovered 
the infernal scheme that was laid for the total destruction 
of the liberties of all America, and by the recent publica- 
tion of another series of detestable letters from the same 
author. This number will have for its subject-matter the 
contents of the former. 

The shades with which our unmatched bashaw arrayed 
himself, are too dark and complicated to admit of a com- 
plete description. With a legion of merely imputed virtues, 
dead to the feelings of gratitude, and the principles of com- 
mon integrity; deaf, deaf as an adder to the tongue of truth 
and the voice of justice; his first returns to that munifi- 
cent country that gave him being, yielded him nourishment, 
loaded him with honours, furnished him with wealth, raised 
him to importance, and crowned him with applause, were 
a laboured concatenation of aspersions, calumnies, and as 
abominable falsehoods as ever were propagated by a child 
of Adam. The pjst mistaken confidence of his country- 
men, bore a lying; testimony to the goodness of his heart, 
and the purity of his conduct. This he perverted to com- 
plete the ruin of those who made him what he was, and 
even what he wished to be. It gave villany a varnish, 
and untruth the blush of credibility. It gave a sanction 16 
those vile, repeated misrepresentations, which, under the os- 
tensible, hypocritical ardours of loyalty, and the bare-faced 
pretensions to an attachment to the happiness of his coun- 
trymen, and the rights of mankind, he was incessantly 
making ; that the reins of Government were totally relaxed ; 
that society was unhinged ; that all was chaos, confusion and 
anarchy; the friends to good order and government insulted; 
the Constitution subverted, and the laws under the feet of a 
licentious jnsatiated rabble. This trafficking in lies was car- 
ried on by cargoes at a time, when, in point of loyalty and 
good order, we stood unrivalled by any people on the face 
of the earth. I dare to appeal to all mankind ; to Mr. 
Hutchinson himself; to challenge every individual in the 
Province, to produce an instance in which Government was 
enfeebled, the laws obstructed, guilt unpunished, of inrfCi- 
cency unguarded, where it did not connect with the usurped 
authority of the King or his Parliament. How infamously 
base, how preposterously infamous was it then, to represent 
the natural and necessary effects of oppressive ]aws,as the 
pre-existent causes that produced them, and to justify the 
destruction of a peaceable and regular Government, by the 
jarrings and distresses of tyranny. 

This was his policy : First to wrong and injure the sub- 
ject, and then to make the least opposition or complaint a 
justification for the injury done them, and even a reason for 
increasing the pressure. Good God! what slavery to be 
denied not only the liberty of acting, but the privilege of 
speaking? At this period, was not our interna] Executive 
Government in its full vigour, and every purpose of society 
completely answered ? Was there even an attempt to 
screen a felon, to cover a trespasser, or other transgressor 
from the lash of the law ; to defraud the publick, oppress 
the individual, bias the jury, or to derogate from the dig- 
nity of the upright judge? Cannot every town, every 
County, evince the contrary? Will not every unpreju- 
diced peace-officer, and the recorded transactions of every 
impartial court, fly in his face, and give the 1ft to the 
wicked aspersion? The people looked up to the civil 
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magistrate with a reverential awe while clothed with the 
urim and thummim of freedom and rectitude. They con- 
sidered juridical courts, until their shameful prostitution, as 
the sanctum sanctorum, the ark of tabernacles, in which 
their most valuable treasures were deposited. To these 
they repaired," like the Israelites of old, to hear from the 
lips of the judges the great things of the law, and of the 
testimony. 

From whence then were those repeated declarations: 
That " Government had been so long in the hands of the 
populace, that it must come out of them by degrees." 
That " it is not strange that measures should be imme- 
diately taken to reduce the Colonies to their former slate 
of Government and order." That '•' principles of Govern- 
ment absurd enough spread through all the Colonies." 
That "the" Legislative powers have been influenced by 
them, and the Executive powers entirely lost their force." 
That, " there is continual danger of mobs and insurrec- 
tions." That, ignorant as they be, yet " the heads of 
a Boston town meeting influence all publick measures." 
That, " it is not possible this anarchy should last always." 
That, " it is not possible that provision for dissolving those 
combinations, and subjecting all who do not renounce them 
to penalties adequate to the offence, should not be made the 
first week the Parliament meets ;" (meaning the Non-Im- 
portation Agreement.) That " the resentment of Parlia- 
ment will most certainly be placed some where, because I 
think it ought to be so, that those who have been the most 
steady in preserving the Constitution, and opposing the li- 
centiousness of such as call themselves Sons of Liberty, will 
certainly meet with favour and encouragement." That, " if 
no measures are taken to secure the dependance, or nothing 
more than some declaratory acts or resolves, it is all over 
with us." That, " the friends of Government will be utterly 
disheartened, and the friends of anarchy will be afraid of 
nothing, be it ever so extravagant." That " all the aid 
you (meaning Great Britain) can give to the officers of 
the Crown, they will have enough to do to maintain the 
authority of Government, and to carry the laws into exe- 
cution. If they are discountenanced, neglected, or fail of 
support from you, they must submit to every thing the 
present opposers to Government think fit to require of 
them," Sic, Sic. The reader will recollect, that the letters 
from whence these extracts were taken, were officiously wrote 
in the years 1768 and 1769, during Governour Bernard's 
administration. That it is a part of the same dark scheme 
that has since grown into more open exertions. The ob- 
servations and inquiries upon these extracts, that naturally 
present to view, are many and obvious ; but lest I should 
anticipate the judgment of my readers, I waive the fertile 
subject. By his unremitting assiduity, and the force of 
banded auxiliaries, these egregious falsehoods are imposed 
upon the willing credulity of the best and the most discern- 
ing of Kings, i. e. the reigning Prince. Having thus treat- 
ed the offence, and fixed the imputation ; the next step is 
to devise an adequate remedy for an evil that never existed. 
The grand difficulty in the mind of our Jesuitical politician, 
was to establish the barriers against popular efforts, and to 
take from the body the power of thinking; to silence the 
voice of mankind, to lay the political spirit at rest, and to 
confine their active virtues in chains and in fetters. At all 
events, there must be an abridgement of English liberties. 
Power that the wisdom of the Constitution had placed in 
the hands of the subject must be transferred to lawless 
usurpers. 

Not to mention the Royal bribes he received as first pen- 
sioner; his overbearing insolence in power ; the many black 
scenes he ran through for the sake of greatness ; his in- 
glorious contempt of the two branches of the legislature, 
and of men much better than himself; his gross partiality 
to the avowed enemies of constitutional rights; his viru- 
lence to all who opposed his destructive measures ; and his 
outrages, when as First Justice of the Province, with a band 
of redjjoats, he attacked in a riotous and tumultuous man- 
ner the house of manufacturing, and attempted violently 
to wrest it from the hands of its only proprietor, to make 
it a place of arms, a cage for mercenaries, the strong hold 
of civil robbery, and the grave of every principle of jus- 
tice arid of. law, both human and divine. This was enough 
to evince the. eminent villany that lurked in the folds of his 
forehead, or the doublings of his heart; and the compla- 



cency with which he reflected upon the crimes he had per- 
petrated, proved him steeled against the keenness of re- 
morse ; that a pension had fettered his soul, that corruption 
had polluted his lips, and that he was equally eager to 
sacrifice every sentiment of equity, and principle of social 
freedom, to the force of arms. 



ROBERT C. NICHOLAS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Virginia, February 3, 1776. 

Dear Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
very obliging favour by Captain Matthews. Tour former 
letter, in answer to mine, by Mr. Byrd, I received in due 
time, and took the earliest opportunity of recommending it 
to our Delegates to fix upon some method to defray the 
expenses incurred by this country in the Northern Colonies. 
This they tell me that they have not been able to effect, so 
that I have been obliged to stretch my own credit in England 
to furnish them with bills of exchange for their immediate 
purposes. I particularly recommended to them to try at 
reimbursing you, what you might be in advance for Mr, 
Byrd, but I do not believe they have had it in their power 
yet. Indeed, I know they have been obliged to borrow 
money towards paying for arms, &c, purchased for us at 
Philadelphia. These inconveniences, however, I hope 
will soon be remedied, as the Congress hath agreed to take 
part, at least, of our troops on Continental pay, which will 
enable us to exchange our money for that of the Continent. 
Indeed, considering our Union in other respects, it has been 
matter of wonder to me, that our currency should want 
equal credit in other Colonies. I shall write to Colonel 
Harrison about Mr. Byrd's affair, and desire the favour of 
you to send him Mr. Byrd's account. 

I cannot but condole with you on the loss of General 
Montgomery, and the other brave officers and soldiers be- 
fore Quebcck. This will be matter of great triumph to our 
enemies, but I hope of not long continuance. 

Our sentiments on the situation of this country, and the 
measures necessary to be pursued, coincide exactly; but we 
are much puzzled how to manage those amphibious ani- 
mals we have to deal with. The different occurrences 
here, you no doubt have pretty regular accounts of through 
the- channel of our newspapers, as the printers never fail 
publishing every incident of the least importance. Ton 
must have heard of the destruction of the greater part of 
: Norfolk by the men-of-war, and their infernal crews, and 
I expect that the remains will soon be laid in ashes. 

1 hope your lady is safe, and well with you. I beg my 
respectful compliments to her, Mr. Custis and his lady. 
That the Almighty may take you and your whole corps 
under his protection, and crown your endeavours to pre- 
serve the liberties of America with success, is the ardent 
wish of, dear sir, your affectionate and most obedient ser- 



vant, 



To General Washington. 



Robert C. Nicholas. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO STEPHEN WEST. 
[No. 8.] Annapolis, February 3, 1776. 

Sir: The Council of Safety have been informed that 
you have a number of gun-locks to dispose of; if that be 
the case, you will be pleased to let them know by the first 
opportunity what number you have, and the price ; also, 
whether they are single or double-bridled locks. You wrote 
for an order on the Treasury for powder delivered the Com- 
mittee ; send up their receipt for the quantity delivered, and 
your order will be made out at any time, when your re- 
ceiver may attend for the cash. We are, Sic 
To Mr. Stephen West. 

TO THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia, February 3, 1776. 

When the little pamphlet, entitled " Common Sense," 
first made its appearance in favour of that so often abjured 
idea, of independence upon Great Britain, I was informed 
that no less than three gentlemen of respectable abilities 
were engaged to answer it. As yet I have seen nothing 
which directly pretends to dispute a single position of the 
author. The oblique essay in Humphreys's paper, and 
solemn Testimony of the Quakers, however intended, 
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having offered nothing to the purpose, I shall take leave 
to examine this important question, with all candour and 
attention, and submit the result to my much interested 
country. 

Dependance of one man or State upon another is either 
absolute, or limited by some certain terms of agreement. 
The dependance of these Colonies, which Great Britain 
calls constitutional, as declared by act of Parliament, is 
absolute. If the contrary of this be the bugbear so many 
have been declaiming against, I could wish my countrymen 
would consider the consequence of so stupid a profession. 
If a limited dependance is intended, I would be much 
obliged to any one who will show me the Britanno-Ame- 
rican Magna-Charta wherein the terms of our limited de- 
pendance are precisely stated. If no such thing can be 
found, and absolute dependance be accounted inadmissible, 
the sound we are squabbling about has certainly no deter- 
minate meaning. If any say we mean that kind of de- 
(endance we acknowledged at and before the year 1763, 
answer, vague and uncertain laws, and, more especially, 
Constitutions, are the very instruments of slavery. The 
Magna-Charta of England was very explicit, considering 
the time it was formed, and yet much blood was spilled in 
disputes concerning its meaning. 

Besides the danger of an indefinite dependance upon an 
undetermined power, it might be worth while to consider 
what the characters are on whom we are so ready to ac- 
knowledge ourselves dependant. The votaries for this idol 
tell us, upon the good people of our mother country, whom 
they represent as the most just, humane, and affectionate 
friends we can have in the world. Were this true, it were 
some encouragement ; but who can pretend ignorance that 
these just and humane friends are as much under the 
tyranny of men of a reverse character as we should be 
could these miscreants gain their ends? I disclaim any 
more than a mutual dependance on any man or number 
of men on earth ; but an indefinite dependance upon a 
combination of men, who have, in the face of the sun, 
broken through the most solemn covenants, debauched the 
hereditary and corrupted the elective guardians of the peo- 
ple's rights ; who have, in fact, established an absolute 
tyranny in Great Britain and Ireland, and openly declared 
themselves competent to bind the Colonists in all cases 
whatsoever — I say, indefinite dependance on such a com- 
bination of usurping innovators is evidently as dangerous to 
liberty, as fatal to civil and social happiness, as any one 
step that could be proposed, even by the destroyer of men. 
The utmost that the honest party in Great Britain can do 
is to warn us to avoid this dependance at all hazards. Does 
not even a Duke of Grafton declare the Ministerial mea- 
sures illegal and dangerous ? And shall America, no way 
connected with this Administration, press our submission to 
such measures, and reconciliation to the authors of them ? 
Would not such pigeon-hearted wretches equally forward 
the recall of the Stuart family, and the establishment of 
Popery throughout Christendom, did they conceive the 
party in favour of those loyal measures the strongest? 
Shame on the men who can court exemption from present 
trouble and expense, at the price of their own posterity's 
liberty ! The honest party in England cannot wish for 
the reconciliation proposed. It is as unsafe to them as to 
us, and they thoroughly apprehend it. What check have 
they now upon the Crown, and what shadow of control 
can they pretend, when the Crown can command fifteen 
or twenty millions a year, which they have nothing to say 
to? A proper proportion of our commerce is all that can 
benefit any good man in Britain or Ireland ; and God 
forbid we should be so cruel as to furnish bad men with 
power to enslave both Britain and America. Adminis- 
tration has now fairly dissevered the dangerous tie. Ex- 
ecrated will he be by the latest posterity who again joins 
the fatal cord ! 

But, say the puling, pusillanimous cowards, " we shall 
be subject to a long and bloody war if we declare indepen- 
dence." On the contrary, 1 affirm it the only step that can 
bring the contest to a speedy and happy issue. By de- 
claring independence, we put ourselves on a footing for an 
equal negotiation. Now, we are called a pack of villanous 
Rebels, who, like the St. Vincent's Indians, can expect no- 
• thing more than a pardon for our lives, and the sovereign 
favour respecting freedom and property to be at the King's 



will. Grant, Almighty God, that I may be numbered 
with the dead before that sable day dawns on North Ame- 
rica J 

All Europe knows the illegal and inhuman treatment 
we have received from Britons. All Europe wishes the 
haughty Empress of the main reduced to a more humble 
deportment. After herself has thrust her Colonies from 
her, the maritime Powers cannot be such idiots as to suffer 
her to reduce them to a more absolute obedience of her 
dictates than they were heretofore obliged to yield. Does 
not the most superficial politician know that, while we pro- 
fess ourselves the subjects of Great Britain, and yet hold 
arms against her, they have a right to treat us as Rebels, 
and that, according to the laws of nature and nations, no 
other State has a right to interfere in the dispute? But, 
on the other hand, on our declaration of independence, the 
maritime States, at least, will find it their interest (which 
always secures the question of inclination) to protect a peo- 
ple who can be so advantageous to them. So that those 
short-sighted politicians, who conclude that this step will 
involve us in slaughter and devastation, may plainly per- 
ceive that no measure in our power will so naturally and 
effectually work our deliverance. The motion of a finger 
of the Grand Monarch would procure as gentle a temper 
in the omnipotent British Minister as appeared in the Ma- 
nilla ransom and Falkland Islands affairs. From without, 
certainly, we have every thing to hope, nothing to fear : 
from within, some tell us the Presbyterians, if freed from 
the restraining power of Great Britain, would overrun the 
peaceable Quakers in this Government. For my own 
part, I despise and detest the bickerings of sectaries, and 
am apprehensive of no trouble from that quarter, espe- 
cially while no peculiar honours or emoluments are an- 
nexed to either. I heartily wish too many of the Quakers 
did not give cause of complaint, by endeavouring to coun- 
teract the measures of their fellow-citizens for the common 
safety. If they profess themselves only pilgrims here, let 
them walk through the men of this world without inter- 
fering with their actions on either side. If they would not 
pull down Kings, let them not support tyrants ; for, whe- 
ther they understand it or not, there is, and ever has been, 
an essential difference in the characters. 

Finally, with M. de Vattel, I account a State a moral 
person, having an interest and will of its own ; and I think 
that State a monster whose prime mover has an interest 
and will in direct opposition to its prosperity and security. 
This position has been so clearly demonstrated in the pam- 
phlet first mentioned in this essay, that I shall only add, if 
there are any arguments in favour of returning to a state of 
dependance on Great Britain, that is, on the present Ad- 
ministration of Great Britain, I could wish they were 
timely offered, that they may be soberly considered before 
the cunning proposals of the Cabinet set all the timid, lazy, 
and irresolute members of the community into a clamour 
for peace at any rate. Candidus. 



TO THE PRIVATES OF THE MILITARY ASSOCIATION BELONG- 
ING TO THE PROVINCE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia, February 3, 1776. 
The Committee of the Privates of the Association be- 
longing to the City and Liberties of Philadelphia are of 
opinion that the best thing which can be done at present for 
the good of the general cause of American liberty, and the 
support of our Military Association, is, that the Associators 
sign the Articles of Association given out by the honourable 
House of Assembly, with all convenient expedition, and 
they do most heartily recommend the same to every Asso- 
ciator throughout the Province; and as the honourable 
House of Assembly have expressed an intention of chang- 
ing or altering the Articles as occasion may require, and as 
the defects and imperfections of any law are best ascer- 
tained by experience, and a reciprocation of sentiments 
upon it, the Committee would gladly enter into a friendly 
correspondence with the privates of those battalions 
throughout the Province which sign the Articles, that they 
may know the sense of the Associators in general on any 
part of the Articles which may need amendment, and that 
any future application to the honourable House of Assem- 
bly may express the desires of the whole body of Associa- 
tors. But they most earnestly recommend the most per- 
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feet, cheerful, and implicit submission to the present set of 
Military Articles, until they be hereafter altered or amended 
by Legislative authority, as the most effectual means of 
giving strength and energy to the operations of the friends 
of liberty and America whp are intrusted with the,care of 
the publick. 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

James Cannon, Clerk. 

N. B. Frederick Ilagener, Michael Shubert, William 
Adcock, Edward Byves, George Nelson, Robert Bell, 
Andrew Porter, Patrick Logan, and James Cannon, are 
appointed a Committee of Correspondence for the forego- 
ing purpose, and every letter to the Committee, directed 
to either of them, shall be attended to with care, and an- 
swered with punctuality. 

WILLIAM LIVINGSTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Woodbridge, February 3, 1776. 

Dear Sir: I had the pleasure last evening to see Col- 
onel Heard returning with his troops from his Queen's 
County expedition, which he has, by all accounts, con- 
ducted with the greatest prudence and zeal for the cause. 
This morning he drew up his troops, and they really made 
a fine figure. Among his prisoners are some of the most 
dangerous Tories in the County. Having no particular 
orders how to dispose of his prisoners, he is resolved to 
conduct them to Philadelphia, unless he meets with the 
order of Congress to the contrary. The party of the Con- 
tinental troops he had with him behaved in so disorderly 
a manner that he was obliged to dismiss them. The Col- 
onel has really great merit in the conduct of the affair, and 
I hope he will receive the approbation of the Congress. 

You will excuse the badness of the paper, there being 
no better to be had here. 1 am, sir, your most humble 
servant, William Livingston. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



colonel maxwell to president of congress. 

Trenton, February 3, 1776. 

Sir: I have the pleasure to inform you, (beg you 
will lay this information before Congress,) that things are 
much altered since I waited on you. I arrived in Trenton 
the evening of that day. I waited on the Congress 
(though late) the next morning. I waited on our Provin- 
cial Congress at Brunswick. They have sent orders (o 
the different Counties, that have not parted with their Pro- 
vince arms, to deliver them to such officers as I may ap- 
point to receive them, and they will pay the County their 
price or replace them with others as soon as possible. I 
despatched officers for that purpose this day, and assure 
you I have rode night and day to expedite the business. 

Mr. Lowrey had not received yours of the 25th ultimo, 
till I found it and delivered it to him, with your further re- 
solves of the 31st ultimo. He was to the eastward with 
the other regiment ; he is now furnishing us with every 
thing irr his power ; those things that the Congress had or- 
dered him to furnish before, are all complete. Canteens and 
camp-kettles are not to be had here for more than two 
companies. Mr. Clem. Biddle promised me he would ap- 
ply to Congress for leave to send us some that belonged to 
companies of Militia in town. 

One of my companies sets off to-morrow, the other will 
follow as soon as possible. If the arms are sent to us, I 
make no doubt of being able to march agreeable to orders. 
Had I been allowed to judge of the necessaries fit for my 
regiment at first, I do imagine I should have given such 
representation to Congress as would have had it completed 
before now, as the Commissary has ever been indefatigable 
in his department to complete the troops under my com- 
mand. I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

William Maxwell, 

To the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Conti- 
nental Congress, at Philadelphia. 



I have been in close confinement for sixteen days, and have 
already acquainted the honourable House with my reasons 
of leaving this town, in a letter dated the 23d of January, 
and that I never have been heard by any body of men, 
either at Freehold, in the Jerseys, where I was first made 
prisoner the 29th of December, 1775, nor here — I beg 
leave, gentlemen, to say, that I think it very cruel, as I have 
never seen a precedent of the kind, even in the most invete- 
rate war with the French, to keep a prisoner in close con- 
finement for a crime of my nature, if it can be called one. 

1 can further say that I have been an inhabitant here, for 
this six years and upwards, and my principle never was to 
injure either country or town, but rather to serve them. 
For the first place, I made myself under an obligation to 
borrow two guns of Colonel James, of the Royal Artillery, 
to teach Captain Samuel Tudor' s company, as well as 
others in this city. I likewise did show them the nature of 
proving of guns; and did myself prove the first brass six- 
pounder you now have mounted, as well did attend and 
give directions bow to furnish the carriages, with no other 
view than serving the country. Now, gentlemen, I shall 
beg leave you will please to bear me, or set me at liberty, 
as another inhabitant. 

I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your very 



humble servant, 

To the New-York Committee of Safety. 



John Graham. 



JOHN GRAHAM TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Upper-Barrack, February 3, 1776. 

Gentlemen: I hope you will please to excuse me for 
giving the honourable Committee so much, trouble, but as 



CONNECTICUT COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

At a meeting of the Governour, &c, Friday, January, 
26, 1776, present: 

His Honour the Governour, Jabez Huntington, William 
Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Jedediah Elderkin, Joshua 
West, and Benjamin Huntington, Esquires. 

Colonel Burrell, and Nathaniel Buel, appointed a Ma- 
jor in the Regiment for Canada, he, were present, wanting 
several regulations, ike, about said Regiment; and said 
Buel, it seems, refuses the birth, because Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Mott is put before him. 

Mr. Stanley, with a Letter from Colonel £«ee, aboyt 
their Minute-Men, wants Commissions for the officers, &.c. 

Letter wrote in answer, that Commissions will soon be 
sent ; but cannot be now, for the hurry, &c. ; and ad- 
vising that the Minute-Men may freely inlist into this ser- 
vice ; and when they return, also into the Minute service, 
&tc. 

It appearing, by the representation of Colonel Burrell, 
that the appointment of Lieutenant-Colonel Mott, being 
remote in that eastern part of the Colony, distant from th.e 
Regiment to which he is appointed, causes great uneasiness 
and dissatisfaction in that County of Litchfield, where the 
men are to be raised, and is likely Jo retard and impede 
the inlisting there, and that it is of great importance to raise 
and send forward said Regiment to the relief of our friends 
in Canada. And said Lieutenant-Colonel Mott, having 
been apprized of the said uneasiness, and the reasons of it, 
and written to his Honour the Governour his apprehen- 
sions that the service may be injured by his holding said 
commission, and requesting that he may not be held in any 
situation to the hurt of the service, and generously resign- 
ing said commission for those reasons ; 

On consideration thereof, it is thought best to accept 
said resignation, and excuse him from said service ; and do, 
therefore, release and excuse said Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mott from the same, and appoint Nathaniel Buel, of Sa- 
lisbury, who was before appointed Major, to be Lieute- 
nant-Colonel of said Regiment in the room of said Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Mott, resigned. 

A good deal of time yesterday hearing Colonel Burrell, 
and Major Buel, about the affair of fitting out the Regiment, 
Sic. to Canada. 

Saturday, January 97, 17.76. 
Letters and Resolutions came in from Congress by ex- 
press, directing, &c, in the same, for keeping up nine 
Battalions in Canada, &c,and that one of them be raised 
here, &c, and commissions sent blank, Sic ; and the whole 
plan and regulations, he, to consist of eight Companies, 
Sic, 8tc, somewhat different from our plan, and the mat- 
ter taken up and considered, &,c.,Stc. 
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Gave orders, by letter, to the Pay-Table, that they must 
examine and settle the Pay-Rolls of the Officers of the 
late Northern Army, and pay the balances, taking proper 
receipts and orders on the Paymaster of the Northern De- 
partment for the money, to replace in the Treasury, in con- 
sideration of the great uneasiness of the people who served 
and claim their pay. 

Passed an Order for Captain Harding to go to Say- 
brook, and assist in forming the plan of the Ship, Sic, as 
on paper by itself. (And copy sent by B. H., Esq.) 

Drafted a Proclamation on the Congress plan of raising 
a Battalion, Sic, for Quebeck, and passed, &c. ; to be 
eight Companies, ninety men each, including officers. 

Adjourned until Monday next, nine o'clock, A. M. 

Monday, January 29, 1776. 

Met again, P. M., present : 

His Honour the Governour, the Honourable Matthew 
Griswold, Esq. Jabez Huntington, William Williams, 
Nathaniel Wales. Jedediah Elderkin, Joshua West, and 
Benjamin Huntington, Esquires. 

Captain Lester came in from viewing the Row-Galleys at 
Philadelphia, and, also, Mr. Winslow, from the same view 
at Providence; and reported the construction, Sic, and 
showed plans, and were consulting about them, &.c, A. M. 

P. M., the said builders came in, having consulted a 
plan of building two of said Row-Galleys, and considered 
the same, and agreed that two to be built, one by said Les- 
ter, and one by said Winslow, shall be sixty feet keel, 
eighteen feet beam, and five feet hold, four inches dead 
rising ; and agreed with them that they, as master-build- 
ers, shall have one dollar per day for themselves, and they 
employ good workmen, at the best and easiest rate they pos- 
sibly can, and faithfully do and discharge every part of the 
duty, by their best skill and fidelity. 

Captain Lester moves, that he should have some allow- 
ance for the use of his yard and tools, and is willing to sub- 
mit it to our future consideration ; and that they may al- 
low their workmen liquor necessary, and as they used to do 
when they employed men for themselves. And that Cap- 
tain Lester procure the necessary iron work, and apply, as 
occasion shall be, to Colonel Huntington and Benjamin 
Huntington, Esq. ; and they withdrew. 

And Colonel Elderlcin gave in his Account and Report 
of the circumstances, Sic, of the Furnace, &c, at Salis- 
bury, and the Works thereabouts, Colebrook, &c, for which 
lie was appointed 9th instant. Among many other things, 
that a lot of about two hundred acres of Land lies near the 
Furnace, with about one hundred and fifty acres of wood 
upon it, and may be bought in order for coal; and very dif- 
ficult to get it any other way, &c. And, on considera- 
tion, is 

Voted and agreed, That Captain Elijah Hyde, of Le- 
banon, be appointed to repair to Colonel Hamlin and the 
Reverend Mr. Whittlesey, whose Ladies are owners of said 
Lands, to know upon what terms the Land may be pur- 
chased, or part of it, or how the wood, or any part thereof, 
may be had, and to obtain the terms under the hands of 
those gentlemen and their wives, and make report to this 
Board. 

Sundry Regulations, relating to arming the people, &c, 
and on the question about making Scabbards and Belts 
for the Bayonets for the Guns, &.c, made or fixed for the 
Colony: 

Voted, That they ought to be provided. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, January 30, 1776. 

Met again the same as yesterday. 

Colonel Saltonstall came in, and the time taken up in 
considering how and in what manner the Fortifications at 
New-London and Groton shall be made and carried on ; 
the subject discoursed, &c, &tc. 

P. M. On application, &c, Doctor Robert Usher, of 
Chatham, is appointed Surgeon and Physician for Colonel 
Wadsworth's Regiment, in the recruits raising for Cam- 
bridge, &c. ; and Doctor Elias Norton, Surgeon's Mate 
for the same Regiment, 



Doctor Elisha Perkins is appointed Surgeon and Phy- 
sician for Colonel Douglas's Regiment, in the same ser- 
vice, and Doctor Thomas Gray, Surgeon's Mate for the 
same Regiment ; and this Board do appoint the Rev. John 
Fuller, Chaplain of said Colonel Douglas's Regiment. 

A number of Officers came in, moving sundry questions 
about Guns, Blankets, Sic, for the Recruits, Sic, and on 
the question, 

Voted, That each Officer and Soldier, or other person, 
supplying a Gun and Bayonet for the service, shall be al- 
lowed one Shilling and six Pence for the use of it ; and 
each person supplying a Blanket be allowed three Shil- 
lings for the use of the same. And if either be lost, with- 
out any default of the Soldier, the owner shall be paid for 
it, they being both appraised before hand ; if by his default, 
to be borne by the carrier. 

That in case any shall not be able, and with assist- 
ance of their Officers, to provide themselves with Gun and 
Blanket, the Selectmen of the several Towns are direct- 
ed to use their utmost endeavours and speed to procure 
them. And, if they cannot be otherwise obtained, that 
they procure warrants to impress them. 

Voted, That an Armourer be provided for each Regi- 
ment. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

N. B. Colonel Porter came in just before, and talked 
with him about the Furnace, &c, at Salisbury. 

Wednesday, January 31, 1776, A. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Present the same as yesterday; and, also, Colonel Dyer 
came about ten o'clock. 

Captain Uriah Hayden, present, being sent for, -he, to 
conclude about building the Ship for defence, &ic, and have 
and do agree that he shall, and he undertakes to build said 
Ship, to be eighty feet keel, twenty-seven feet beam, and 
twelve feet hold ; to have six ShiUings per day for, and 
finding himself; and that he shall employ good and faith- 
ful workmen, and on the best and easiest terms he possibly 
can, and discharge every part of the duty with the greatest 
fidelity, care, and despatch, and is to advise and consult 
Captain Harding, who is sent for that purpose, or any 
other person, or persons, who may be appointed by this 
Board, and to attend every direction he may receive from 
the Governour and this Council, about the moulding and 
manner of building and finishing the same, and keep and 
render careful and exact accounts of his doings in the pre- 
mises. 

The foregoing agreed to. Uriah Hayden. 

(Copy given him of the same.) 

Agreed with Benjamin Williams, Esq., of Saybrook, 
that he be employed to do the work (all the necessary Iron 
work) for the War-Ship Captain Hayden is employed to 
build ; that is to say, all the Smith's work, larger and small- 
er, as low, and including deck-nails, and the same deliver 
at said Hayden's Ship-Yard, at the rate of twenty Shillings 
per hundred weight, and to do the same in good and work- 
manlike manner, and in' good and due season, as fast as it 
shall be wanted for its proper use and uses, and to do and 
perform the whole in good, faithful, and upright manner, to 
be done and wrought of Iron, to be found and delivered at 
his Shop, at or near said Yard. 

Said Williams agrees to the above. 

Benjamin Williams. 
(Copy given him.) 

On further consideration, Voted, That the dead-risin" 
for the Row-Galleys ordered to be built by Captains Les- 
ter and Winslow, be about seven inches instead of four, as 
before agreed. 

Sundry Letters prepared for General Schuyler, Colonels 
Wolcott and Wadsworth, Governour Cooke, &c, and con- 
sideration had about supplying Colonel Burrell's Regiment 
on their march, &c, to Albany, and many things for pro- 
moting the general service. 

Mr. Harpin came A. M.,and heard him P. M., to have 
orders, &c, about Fortifications at Milford, Sic, and as 
no orders had been given by the Assembly, save that they 
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ought to have six cannon there from New-Haven, if to be 
obtained, &c. Declined giving any special directions, and 
referred them to the General Assembly. 

Voted, That Mr. Adonijah Strong, of Salisbury, be, 
and he is hereby, appointed and directed to make neces- 
sary provision upon the best terms he can, for such neces- 
saries as are requisite for the march of the Regiment raising 
under the command of Colonel Burreli, for the relief of the 
Continental Army in Canada, that is to say, for their march 
as far as Albany, agreeable to the request of General 
Washington to the Governour for that purpose, and to 
keep a regular, account, with proper vouchers, that pay- 
ment may be made. 

(Copy given for said Mr. Strong, present.) 

Thursday, February 1, 1776. 

Met again. Present, the same as yesterday, except 
Colonel Dyer absent. 

Voted, In so far compliance with the request of the Ge- 
neral Congress, received a few days since, for a ton of Pow- 
der, to be sent to Canada, he, hi:-, ing yery little, &.c, 
that about seven hundred and twenty-eight pounds Pow- 
der be forwarded from this Colony, at the discretion and 
direction of his Honour the Governour, for the use of the 
Army in that quarter. 

Whereas, it is necessary that the bounty, wages, pay for 
blankets, knapsacks, provisions, for the march of the Bat- 
talion now raising for the reinforcement of the Northern 
Army, Sic, according to the Proclamation of his Honour 
the Governour, of the 27th January, 1776, issued in con- 
sequence of the Resolve and Order of the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress, should be paid and advanced ; and said 
Congress having ordered twelve thousand five hundred Dol- 
lars to be put into the hands of, and forwarded by the De- 
legates of this Colony with all expedition, for the use of 
said Battalion, for the purpose aforesaid, which is expect- 
ed to arrive soon, but, as it is possible it may not come in 
season, and the service must not be delayed, it is, there- 
fore, 

Resolved and ordered, That the Committee of the Pay- 
Table draw on the Colony Treasurer for such sum as they 
shall find necessary, for payment of all the sums ordered 
to be paid and advanced as by said Proclamation is pro- 
vided, and by the same may appear, keeping particular and 
separate accounts of expenditures in this service ; and that 
the aforesaid sum shall be put into the hands of Mr. Wil- 
liam Lawrence, of Hartford, who is hereby directed and 
ordered to receive the same, and, as soon as necessary, re- 
pair to Canaan, or elsewhere, if it should appear proper, 
and pay ofl' each officer and soldier of said Battalion such 
sums as shall be due, and to be advanced and paid to them, 
respectively, before their march, according to the terms of 
said Proclamation, and taking proper receipts, or signing, 
of every person to whom for, and expressive of the sum, 
and use for which the same is paid ; and keeping clear and 
perfect accounts of his doings in the premises, and to make 
return of his original doings to his Honour the Governour, 
and lodge a duplicate thereof with the Committee of the 
Pay^Table : for which service the said Lawrence is to have 
twenty-six and two-thirds Dollars per month, and his rea- 
sonable expenses borne. 

(Two copies given, for Committee of Pay-Table and for 
said Lawrence.) 

Voted and resolved, That Mr. Jesse Root, of Hartford, 
be added to the Committee appointed by the Assembly to 
take care of the Prisoners who are in, or may be sent to this 
Colony; and, 

Voted, That the Committee for taking care of Prison- 
ers be, and they are, directed to make out a proper and 
clear account of the charge and expense arising and incur- 
red for the expense and support of all Prisoners in this Co- 
lony, from their first coming to the 1st February, instant, 
with the proper vouchers, together with the charges of 
taking care of them, and the same transmit to his Honour 
the Governour, to be laid before Congress for payment. 

On request of the Commissaries, viz: Colonel Jonathan 
Fitch and Captain Samuel Squier, for direction and orders 
for money necessary to make provision for the march and 



support of the men raised to aid General Lee in his expe- 
dition to New-York, &,c, to which they were appointed 
by this Board the 22d January, 1776, it is 

Voted and resolved, That the Pay-Table Committee 
draw on the Treasurer of this Colony, for and in favour of 
said Commissaries, for the sum of five hundred Pounds 
each, to be by them improved in the most careful and fru- 
gal manner, to make the necessary provisions for that pur- 
pose, they keeping exact accounts of their doings, and pro- 
per vouchers thereof, and the same fairly stated, transmit 
to his Honour the Governour, that they may be laid before 
General Washington for reimbursement. 

(Two copies given, one to each.) 

Voted, That Captain Isaac Sears be appointed and em- 
ployed to purchase and procure a suitable quantity and 
assortment of Duck, for a Ship of about two hundred and 
sixty tons, building for the use and defence of this Colony; 
and, also, about seven tons of suitable Iron for said Ship, 
and send forward in the most prudent and careful manner, 
and deliver the Iron to the care of Captain Benjamin Wil- 
liams, and the Duck to the care of Captain Uriah Hay- 
den, both of Saybrook, in this Colony. 

And adjourned to to-morrow morning. 

Friday, February 2, 1776, A. M. 
Met according to adjournment. Present, the same as 
yesterday, and, also, Colonel Dyer. 

On motion from Colonel Wadsworth, for direction about 
three prisoners in his care, who have been long pressing for 
leave to return home, and think themselves unjustly de- 
tained, Sic, and on consideration of the circumstances at- 
tending them, it appears highly probable that said persons 
had never shown themselves inimical to, or been active 
against the United Colonies, and, therefore, 

Voted, That his Honour the Governour be advised to 
give them a Permit to pass and return, to Major-General 
Schuyler, at Albany, and that it be recommended to said 
General, unless he knows of special reasons against it, to 
permit them to return to their respective homes, appre- 
hending their dispositions to be favourable, and that their 
report will be no disadvantage to the common cause. And 
Papers, Letters, &c, to General Schuyler made and sent 
Colonel Wadsworth, per Brownson. 

A good deal of consideration being had about getting 
along with and carrying on Fortification sat New-London, 
Groton, &c, according to directions of Assembly, Stc, 

&.C., 

Voted, That Colonel Dyer and Esquire Wales be, and 
they are hereby, appointed a Committee, and instructed to 
repair to New-London and Groton, view, and examine the 
ground and places where Fortifications are proposed to be 
erected, and where some are begun, for defence of those 
places, and form the best judgment they shall be able of 
the particular places and parts where the same ought to be 
made and carried on to the best advantage, and to con- 
sider how many men ought to be raised and employed to 
carry on said Works, at each of said places, for proper se- 
curity, and how soon said Works may be undertaken and 
carried on to advantage, and under whose conduct and com- 
mand, and to consider of proper persons to oversee and 
direct the Works. Also, to consider of the expediency of 
removing some, and how many, of the Cannon, the Ball, 
Powder, and necessary implements from New-London, to 
Works erected, or to be erected on Groton-Hill, and 
whether any part of the Company now raised at New- 
London should be discharged ; and, also, of the propriety 
and safety of the Colony's Powder and other Military 
Stores remaining where they are, in a Magazine near the 
water, in New-London, and whether any part, and how 
much, ought to be removed, and where to be safely depo- 
sited, and such other matters as they may judge to concern 
the safety and interest, and defence of those places, so far 
as respects the common good, and of facts, with their opi- 
nion, make report to this Board as soon as may be. 

Voted, also, That Colonel Samuel Mott be desired to 
attend with said Committee. (Copy given.) 

Mr. Bushnell was here, by request of the Governour 
and Council, &c, and gave an account of his Machine, 
contrived to blow Ships, &tc. ; and was asked many ques- 
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tioqs about it, fee, Sic, And being retired, on considera- 
tion, Voted, That we hold Qursejyes under obligations of 
secrecy about it.; and .his Honour the Deputy-Governour 
is desired to reward him for his trouble and expenses in 
coming here, and signify to him that we approve of bis 
plan, and that.it will be agreeable to have him proceed to 
make every nep.egsary preparation and experiment about it, 
with expectation of proper publick notice and reward. 

This Board having been empowered and authorized by 
the General Assembly in December last, to supply the 
Batteries at Groton, Stonington, Netv-Haven, fee, with 
Cannon and suitable Ammunition, from time to time, as 
they shall find necessary, and having considered and ex- 
amined how, and in what manner, the same can be effect- 
ed ; and after the greatest care and inquiry can find no 
expedient to obtain them, unless by causing them to be 
cast and founded in the Furnace of Mr. Richard Smith, 
at Salisbury; and having made proper inquiry into the 
circumstances, fee, of said Furnace, and finding them 
to be such that there is a probability of success, and the 
matter being of so much importance, it is on considera- 
tion thought advisable to make the attempt ; and is, there- 
fore, considered, ordered, and resolved, by this Board, to 
improve said Furnace in the best manner for the purpose 
of casting Cannon and Cannon Ball, of such size and di- 
mensions as shall be found practicable ; and we directed 
that all proper preparations of materials of Ore, Coal, and 
all necessary implements for the use aforesaid, be forthwith 
made and provided in the best, and speediest, and most 
prudent manner. 

And Colonel Jedediah Elderkin is hereby appointed a 
Committee to repair forthwith to Salisbury, and give pro* 
per orders and directions for providing every necessary ma- 
terial for setting forward and promoting said business, and 
getting every thing into the best readiness to carry on the 
same. And he is directed to improve, or cause to be im- 
proved for Coal, the Wood on fifty acres of land, near said 
Furnace, belonging to Mrs. Hamlin and Mrs. Whittlesey, 
heirs of the Honourable Colonel Newton, deceased, or so 
much thereof as shall be necessary, in manner and accord- 
ing to the terms and liberty given by the Reverend Mr. 
Whittlesey under his hand. And said Colonel Elderkin 
is allowed to take his son Bela, with him, to assist in any 
necessary services he shall be able to do, and is to make 
report of his doings in the premises to this Board. 

This Board being informed that the Treasury of this 
Colony is exhausted of Money, by the many expenditures 
thereof, in various ways, for the support of the common 
rights of the United Colonies, and in particular by a con- 
siderable sum being drafted and expended for payment 
of the Connecticut Forces under his Excellency General 
Washington, near Boston, with a view to quiet the sol- 
diery, and engage them more cheerfully to re-engage in the 
service ; and there being at this lime very pressing demands 
upon the Treasury for considerable sums, in order to fur- 
nish and fit out the Battalion now raising, for reinforcing 
the Continental Army in Canada, and, also, three Regi- 
ments raising for recruiting said General Washington's 
Army, and without a present supply it will be impractica- 
ble to send off" said how raising Troops, and there being 
no other apparent way to obtain it, 

It is, therefore, Resolved, and Ordered, That any one 
of the Committee of Pay-Table, viz: William Pitkin, 
Tliomas Seymour, Ezekiel Williams, Oliver Ellsworth, 
Esqs., or either of them, with such assistance as they shall 
judge necessary, repair forthwith to his Excellency Ge- 
neral Washington, set before him the nature and necessity 
of the case, and request of him to pay and replace the 
sum a_nd sums which said Committee lately paid and ad- 
vanced out of our Treasury, towards the pay and wages of 
said Forces in .bis camp by his approbation. And. said Pit- 
kin, fee, or either of them, is hereby authorized and empow- 
ered to receive the said sum, and the same, as soon as pos- 
sible, lodge with the Treasury of this Colony, for the uses 
aforesaid, taking his receipts therefor. 

Saturday, February 3, 1776. 

Met according to adjournment — -Present, as yesterday, 
except the Deputy-Governour, gone to Litchfield Court, 
gnd Esquire West, not come. 
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Moved by the Governour, by motion to him from Go- 
vernour Griswold, that some encouragement should be 
given, to enable Mr. Bushnell to pay expenses incurred in 
preparing his Machine for the design projected, fee, and 
to carry forward the plan, fee, fee, it appearing to be a 
work of great ingenuity, inc., fee A prospect that it may 
be attended with success, and being undertaken merely to 
serve the publick, and of considerable expense and labour, 
fee. It is thought reasonable that something should be 
done, &c. 

Voted, and Ordered, That the Treasurer pay and de- 
liver to his Honour the Deputy-Governour, the sum of 
sixty Pounds, to be by him improved for the use of the 
Colony and publick, according to instructions from , this 
Board. (N. B. Order drawn 25th May, 1776; delivered 
Deputy-Governour at Hartford.) 

Voted, and Ordered, That the Committee of Pay-Ta- 
ble draw on the Treasurer in favour of Colonel fllderkin, 
fpr the sum of one hundred Pounds, to enable him to dp 
the necessary to forward the Works to be done at the Fur- 
nace, a.t Salisbury, whither he is going by order, to prepare 
said Furnace for the casting of Cannon, fee 

(It is done, and the Governour lent him the Money, 
and his order endorsed.) 

Passed an Account of Captain Harding, for service in 
going rojund the Sea-Coast to see about buying or building 
a Ship for defence, fee, at six Shillings per day, and ex- 
penses, two Pounds seventeen Shillings. 

Appointed the Rev. Mr. Perry Chaplain for Colonel 
Wolcott's Regiment. 

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read February 9, 1776.] 

Lebanon, February 3, 1776. 

Sir: Your two letters of the 12th and 20th January 
last, enclosing the resolves of Congress of the 8th, 18th, 
and 20th of the same month, the first and last relative to 
a battalion for Canada, the other concerning Doctor Church, 
with the bundle of blank commissions, John Walker, your 
express, delivered me on the 27th. 

We received on the 18th, the disagreeable news of the 
repulse of our troops in their attempts on Quebeck, and the 
fall of the brave and gallant General Montgomery, with 
others. On considering the necessity of reinforcing our 
troops in that quarter with all possible despatch, did im- 
mediately set forward raising and equipping a battalion in 
the northern part of this Colony. My Proclamation and 
orders were issued and sent thither the 20th of January. 
After receiving your resolves a second Proclamation was 
issued. I hear men inlist cheerfully, particulars of their 
progress, being at a distance from me, am unable to inform. 

On the request of General Washington, had just before 
finished orders for two regiments to be raised to aid and 
assist General Lee in his expedition into the Colony of 
New-York. I hear they are filled, and numbers of gen- 
tlemen besides gone on that service ; wish them success. 
General Washington not receiving the intelligence from 
Canada so early as it came to me, I received from him a 
requisition to raise four battalions to be marched to his 
camp near Boston, to reinforce the lines till 1st of April 
next ; soon after this, he desired one to be raised for Cana- 
da, and but three for his camp; of these last, two compa- 
nies are marched, and the rest of these three regiments will 
go forward next week. 

As there appears a cheerful spirit to assist and succour 
our .friends at Canada, I depend that some divisions of that 
battalion will begin their march very soon. 

A difficulty arises from the want of money, our Trea- 
sury is very nigh exhausted. The twelve thousand five 
hundred dollars, ordered by Congress for this service, I 
find, since beginning to write, is received. 

We have for the benefit of the common cause advanced 
far the greatest part of the money received from the ho- 
nourable Congress, in pay of our troops at General Wash- 
ington's camp, but through hurry have not had time to 
liquidate and prepare our accounts to lay before your body. 
The sum of fifty thousand pounds, requested in my latter 
letters, should think very safely advanced to the Colony, to 
be accounted f or and. delivered to our Delegates, to forward. 
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with despatch, as our necessities require it, or shall greatly 
suffer by delay. 

The Proclamations issued on the several above-mention- 
ed occasions are enclosed, to show our proceedings, with- 
out enlarging, only that I am, with great truth and regard, 
sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Jonathan Trumbull. 

To the Honourable President Hancock. 

Proclamation for raising one thousand five hundred Men 
for General Lee, fyc. 
Colony or Connecticut. — Br the Governouh, 
Whereas, his Excellency General Washington, by his 
letter of the 7th January, 1776, has signified to me that he 
has great reason to believe that the Ministerial troops are 
about to attempt possessing themselves of the City of New- 
York, or Long- Island, or both, strengthen themselves there 
and gel the command of the country, and the communica- 
tion with Canada, &c, a matter of the utmost importance to 
be prevented ; and has, therefore, despatched the Honour- 
able Major-General Lee through this Colony, to that city, 
&c, to counteract their designs ; and has, also, signified his 
desire, that ten or fifteen hundred volunteers may be forth- 
with raised in the western parts of this Colony for that im- 
portant purpose ; and that every necessary expense, attend-, 
ing their march and stay, will be borne by the publick, and 
requesting my aid to encourage the raising of said volun- 
teers for this important business; and, therefore, I have 
thought fit, by and with the advice of my Council of Safety, 
to issue this my Proclamation, and do hereby earnestly re- 
commend it to all the good people of this Colony, in the 
western and most contiguous parts of New-York especi- 
ally, whose circumstances will admit, freely and cheerfully 
to engage in this most important service, to the number of 
fifteen hundred men, to be formed into two distinct Regi- 
ments, under the command and discretion of the Honour- 
able Charles Lee, Esq., Major-General of the Army of the 
United Colonies; and of Colonel Waterbury, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bradley, and Major Hobby, Field-Officers of one 
regiment, and Colonel Ward, Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, 
and Major Douglas, Field-Officers of the other regiment ; 
and such Captains, and other subordinate Officers, worthy 
of trust and confidence, who have been employed in the 
present war, or are now in commission in the Militia of this 
Colony, as may be agreed on by the said Field-Officers, re- 
spectively; and do further encourage them, both officers 
and soldiers, to expect the same pay and billeting allow- 
ance, as the troops now in the service of the United Colo- 
nies near Boston are entitled to, and that they may also 
expect to be soon released and discharged from said ser- 
vice. 

Given under my hand, he, at Lebanon, in said Colony, 
the 12th day of January, Anno Domini 1776. 

Jonathan Trumbull. 

Proclamation for raising, fyc, a Northern Regiment, fy-e., 
January 19, 1776, respecting Canada. 

Colony of Connecticut, ss : — By the Govehnour. 

Whereas, I have authentick intelligence, that the Army 
under the command of the late General Montgomery, has 
been repulsed in attempting to dispossess the enemies of 
American liberty of the City of Quebcck, the General slain, 
with several officers and soldiers, and a number taken pri- 
soners, whereby reinforcements are become indispensably 
necessary, in order to maintain the advantages already 
gained in that country, an object of vast importance for 
the safety of the Northern Frontiers, and for the protec- 
tion of our friends belonging to thai Province, and the se- 
curity of their and our rights and liberties. And the com- 
plement of troops designed by the honourable Continental 
Congress for that station, not being complete, and it ap- 
pearing at this critical juncture of the greatest necessity, 
that measures should be taken, without delay, to reinforce 
the Army there, for the great and salutary purposes afore- 
said. And also, having the highest reason to expect the 
approbation of said honourable Congress, and that they 
will take any necessary recruits into their pay ; but their 
distance being so great, that a delay for their orders might 
be attended with dangerous, if not fatal consequences : 



On "consideration of the matters aforesaid, by and with 
the advice and assistance of my Council of Safety, I have 
thought it necessary, that at least one Regiment of Foot 
should be raised by voluntary inlistment in this Colony, 
as soon as possible, to consist of a number not exceeding 
seven hundred and fifty effective men, officers included, 
and to be formed into ten companies, of seventy-five each, 
including officers ; each company to have one Captain, two 
Lieutenants, one Ensign, and non-Commissioned Officers as 
usual, to be marched with all possible expedition to the re- 
lief and succour of the Continental Army in that quarter, 
and to continue in service until the first day of November 
next, unless they can be sooner released, consistent with 
the common safety; and do hereby appoint, order and di- 
rect the same accordingly, and thereupon issue this Procla- 
mation for that purpose, hereby declaring and engaging, 
that all such officers and soldiers, who shall undertake and 
inlist, pursuant to the orders aforesaid, shall have, and re- 
ceive the same pay, wages, billeting and allowance, as other 
officers and soldiers of that Army are entitled to ; and shall 
have one month's pay advance, before ihey march out of 
this Colony ; and each non-commissioned officer and soldier 
finding himself a good blanket, shall be entitled to two dol- 
lars therefor, and the property of it be his own. And I do 
hereby earnestly recommend it to, and invite all persons 
able for said service, to a sufficient number, freely and 
cheerfully to engage in, and undertake the same jor .the sake 
of the love of their country, and all the dear-bought rights 
and privileges thereof, the happiness of themselves and all 
posterity. And on the most mature and deJiberaie conside- 
ration, doubt not, but I am warranted further to encourage 
them to hope for and expect the protection and blessing 
of Almighty God. The righteous Lord loveth righteous- 
ness, and will, I doubt not, own and succeed this just and 
righteous cause. 

Given under my hand at Lebanon, in sard Colony, the 
18th day of January, Annoque Domini 1776. 

Jonathan Trumbull. 

Colony of Connecticut. — By the Governdur. 
A Proclamation. 

Whereas, I have received advice from his .Excellency 
General Washington, at the camp near Boston, of the 16th 
January, instant: That by reason of the slow progress in 
raising men for the Army, &c, their lines are in so defence- 
less a state, that he, with the advice of the General Officers 
of his camp, is of opinion that it is expedient, and abso- 
lutely necessary, that a number of new Regiments by him 
mentioned, should be forthwith raised in several Colonies, 
equal to those of the new establishment, and tote officered 
by said Colonies according to their mode, and to repair to 
that camp by the last day of January, instant, if possible, to 
be in readiness to act as circumstances may require, until 
the first day of April next, and requesting that four of said 
regiments might be furnished by this Colony, as their pro- 
portion ; and that every exertion and influence may be used 
for complying with said requisition. 

And having immediately laid said requisition before my 
Council of Safety for their consideration and advice, and 
being unanimously of opinion that the reasons enforcing 
said request are indisputably well-founded, and that out 
compliance is of great importance for our and the common 
safety, for the present and all future time, and have, there- 
fore, voted and resolved, that four Regiments be forthwith 
raised in this Colony by voluntary inlistments, each regi- 
ment to consist of seven hundred and twenty-eight men, 
officers included, divided into eight companies of ninety 
men each, including officers; each regiment to be com- 
manded by one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, and one 
Major, and each company by one Captain, iwo Lieutenants, 
ana one Ensign, with non-Commissioned Officers as usual; 
to be on Continental pay, and the same. as other officers 
and soldiers on that station are entitled to, and to be march- 
ed forthwith to the camp near Boston, for the purposes and 
for the term aforesaid ; and do, therefore, by and with the 
advice of my said Council, issue this Proclamation, hereby 
declaring and promising, that all able-bodied, effective men, 
to a sufficient number, who shall engage and inlisLiuitbiliis 
necessary service, and shall furnish and equip him and them- 
selves with sufficient clothing, arms, and accoutrements, 
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shall have and receive the same pay, wages, billeting, and 
allowance, as the officers and soldiers in said Army are en- 
titled to, and shall have one penny per mile for marching 
expenses out, and home, allowed them, and be discharged 
by the first day of April next. 

And the said four regiments are to be commanded as fol- 
lows, viz: The first by Colonel James Wadsworth, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Com'dt Sage, and Major Dyar Throope ; 
the second by Colonel Erastus Wolcott, Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Fisher Gay, and Major John Chester; the third by 
Colonel John Douglas, Lieutenant-Colonel William Da- 
nielson, and Major Thomas Brown, or such other Field- 
Officers as, on the failure of either of them, shall be, with 
advice aforesaid, by me appointed ; and each company by 
such Captain, Lieutenants, and Ensign, as shall be nomi- 
nated by the Colonel or Chief, and other Field-Officers of 
the several Militia regiments from whence they may be 
taken, and according to the rules given them by me, they 
advising with the Captains of their respective regiments. 

Every Captain and Subaltern Officer of such Volunteers, 
obtaining a writing under the hand of the Colonel, or chief 
officer of such Militia regiment, certifying his or their no- 
mination to either of said offices, or an appointment from 
me, the same shall be a sufficient warrant for such nomi- 
nated officer to engage and inlist men for the purpose afore- 
said, and to take upon him and them, and exercise the 
respective commands aforesaid, and to march to said camp 
by direction of their Colonel, or chief officer, with all possi- 
ble despatch. - r " 

And all officers and soldiers are to yield all due obedience 
to their superior officers, and to the Commander-in-chief 
of said Army, according to the rules and discipline of war, 
for the time being. 

And all able-bodied men for said service, to a sufficient 
number, are hereby earnestly called upon and invited, lay- 
ing aside all warm dispute about rank, pay, and every less- 
er consideration, to strive only to emulate each other in a 
virtuous love of their country, and zeal to serve its cause, 
in this great and critical juncture, when all that is dear to 
freemen is threatened and vigorously attacked. 

Having great reason to hope, that laying aside every 
lesser contest and dispute, a cheerful and free exertion of 
our strength and ability for one ensuing campaign, by the 
blessing of Almighty God, which we have reason to ex- 
pect, will lay a sure and happy foundation for putting an 
end to the present unhappy war, into which we are forced 
by oppression, for defending those rights which are worth 
our every effort to maintain and preserve. 

Given under my hand, at Lebanon, in said Colony, on 
the 20th day at January, 1776. 

Jonathan Trumbull. 

We, the subscribers, do hereby acknowledge, each for 
himself, to have voluntarily inlisted to serve in a regiment 
raised according to the direction of the foregoing Procla- 
mation of his Honour the Govemour, dated the 20th Janu- 
ary, 1776, for the purposes therein expressed, and until 
the first day of April next, in a Company of which .... 
is appointed Captain. 

Witness our bands, the day and date of our names, re- 
spectively, affixed, in the year 1776. 

On the General hearing of the repulse before Queleck, 
&,c, he was willing to release one of the regiments asked for, 
on account of another requested for Queheclc, the raising of 
which was begun before the General's second letter, and 
thereon it was reduced to three for his camp. 

Colony of Connecticut. — T5y the Governour. 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas, on receiving intelligence of the repulse and 
death of the late General Montgomery, in attempting to 
dispossess the enemies of American liberty of the city of 
QueiecZf, and from a sense of the great importance of sup- 
porting the Continental Army in the Northern Department, 
in order to maintain the advantages gained, the protection 
and safety of the Northern frontiers, of our friends belong- 
in" to that Province, and the security of their and our 
rights and liberties; and sensible the complement of troops 
on that station was not complete, and having great reason 



to expect the approbation of the honourable Continental 
Congress, and that they would take any necessary recruits 
into their pay, but fearing a delay for their orders might be 
attended with dangerous or fatal consequences, I did, there- 
fore, by and with the advice of my Council of Safety, order 
and direct the raising one Regiment of Foot, by voluntary 
inlistments in this Colony, to be marched with all pos- 
sible expedition, for the relief and succourpf the Contjh 
nental Army hi the Province of Quebeck, and did, accord- 
ingly, issue my Proclamation and Orders for that purpose, 
bearing date the eighteenth fay of January, Anno Domini 
1776, therein setting forth the number, regulation, encou- 
ragement, pay, wages, and term of service for said regi- 
ment, as by the same may appear, and immediately gave 
notice thereof to his Excellency General Washington, to 
which his Excellency has been pleased to say, in answer, 
" That the early attention paid by this Colony to this im- 
portant business, had anticipated his requisition, and claim- 
ed, in a particular manner, the thanks of every well-wishing 
American." 

And before the time permitted to advise and receive #n 
answer from the honourable Continental Congress relating 
to the premises, I have received authenticated information 
and instruction from said Congress, that in order to prevent 
the execrable designs of our enemies, and defeat their fond 
expectation of being able, by means of the Canadians and 
Indians, to spread desolation through the New-England 
Colonies, and for many important reasons, that honourable 
body have thought fit that a number of battalions, out of 
several Colonies, should be supported in that Province, the 
present year, for its defence, and that the American Army 
there be reinforced with all possible despatch, as. welL for 
the security and relief of our friends there, as for the better 
securing the rights and liberties of that and the other .Uni- 
ted Colonies, and requesting that one of said battalions be 
raised and furnished in this Colony; and for the more 
speedy raising and forwarding the same, I am warranted by 
said Congress to issue this, my second Proclamation, and 
to declare and promise as therein contained, and do, there- 
fore, by and with the advice of my said Council, issue 
this Proclamation, and do hereby, for and in behalf of 
said Congress, declare and engage, that all able-bodied, 
effective men, to a sufficient number, who shall volun- 
tarily engage and inlist into this necessary service, shall 
have and receive from the Paymaster-General of the 
Northern Department the following pay, wages, and en- 
couragements, viz: 

The Colonel fifteen pounds per month ; the Lieutenant- 
Colonel twelve pounds; the Major ten pounds; a Captain 
eight pounds ; a Lieutenant five pounds eight shillings ; an 
Ensign four pounds ; a Sergeant forty-eight shillings ; a 
Corporal forty-four shillings ; a Drummer and Fifer forty- 
four shillings; and a Private forty shillings per calendar 
month, each; a Chaplain six pounds; an Adjutant five 
pounds ten shillings ; a Quartermaster three pounds ; a 
Surgeon seven pounds ten shillings; Surgeon's Mate four 
pounds each, per month, as aforesaid. 

And as a further encouragement for non-Commissioned 
Officers and Privates more cheerfully and speedily to enter 
into this important service of their country, every such able- 
bodied and effective man inlisting into the same, being pro- 
perly clothed therefor, and having a good firelock with a 
bayonet, and other accoutrements, shall have and receive, 
as a bounty, the sum of six dollars and two-thirds; and 
every such soldier not having such arms and accoutrements, 
shall have four dollars as a bounty, and his arms and accou- 
trements shall be provided by the Colony, and the cost to 
be deducted out of the soldier's pay. And, also, each sol- 
dier to provide himself a blanket and knapsack, for which 
he shall receive a reasonable value. 

And all offieers and soldiers shall, also, receive one 
month's advance pay before their march, to enable. them to 
provide necessary clothing. Arms lost in the service with- 
out fault of the soldiers, shall be paid for. 

The said Battalion is to consist of eight companies, and 
to bsu.commanded by one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel, and one Major ; and each company to consist of ninety 
men„Vfficers included ; and the. undertaking and inj'istment. 
is to be for the term of twelve months, or until the first day' 
of February, 1777, unless they may be sooner discharged,, 
which shall be, if consistent with the common safety. 
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^ This foregoing Proclamation, and the plan and regula- 
tions therein contained, to be instead and in lieu of my first 
Proclamation, dated as aforesaid, and is to be understood 
fcjld practised accordingly ; and all who have undertaken by 
virtue of said first proclamation are hereby released there- 
from. 

And considering the generous encouragement aforesaid, 
granted by said honourable Congress, the nature and im- 
portance of the service most immediately affecting the 
Northern Colonies, the justice of the cause, &c, I repeat 
the invitation contained in my former Proclamation, to all 
able-bodied, effective men, to a sufficient number, for the 
sake of all that is dear to freemen, and for security of those 
fights which render life desirable, freely and cheerfully to 
eke'rt themselves on this great occasion, in which we have 
niuch reason to hope for the blessing of Almighty God, 
and that our vigorous exertion, for one ensuing campaign, 
will lay a happy foundation for putting an end to the un- 
natural contest into which we are forced by cruel oppres- 
sion, and secure the lasting peace and tranquillity of this 
then happy land, on the sure and permanent basis of reli- 
gious and civil liberty. 

; < Given under my hand, in Lebanon, in said Colony, the 
twenty-seventh day of January, Anno Domini 1776. 

Jonathan Trumbull. 
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-.,. ■ Medford, February 3, 1776. 

^4 J?.e/«rn o/ the number of Men in Brigadier- General 
.„ Sullivan's ^Brigade, last Thursday and Friday, viz: 
r*"- ; " - : ! ■ ■ " Men; 

Colonel Nixon's Regiment, ----- 444 
Colonel Baldioin's Regiment, - - - - 331 
Capt. Hatch's, of Col. Bond's Regiment, - 85 
Capt. Miller's, of Col. Thompson's do. - 82 
Wood Cutters, 
' Captain Francis's party, - ----- 21 

Lieutenant Hill's party, 26 

Lieutenant Cutler's party, ----- 10 

* ■ Ensign Nichols's party, ------ 22 

v Lieutenant Bizzel's party, ----- 28 

Lieutenant Andros's party, ----- 10 

Lieutenant Collins's party, ----- 14 



Friday. Men. 

Colonel Reed's Regiment, ----- 444 

Colonel Stark's Regiment, - - - - - 404 

Colonel Poor's Regiment, ----- 553 

B. M. Scammell' s mess, ------ 5 

Armourer's mess, -------- 4 

Smith's mess, ---------H 

Mr. Gray's mess, -------- 2 

Total, - - - - 2496 
This may certify, that the above number of men as° an- 
nexed, drew provisions from my store last Thursday and 
Friday. 

Attest : Moses Emerson. 

To the Honourable Brigadier-General Sullivan, Camp. 

artemas Ward To President or congress'. 

Roxbury, February 3, 1776. 
Dear Sir : f am to acknowledge the receipt of your 
favour of the 2lst ultimo ; am very glad to hear that Col- 
onel Frye is appointed a Brigadier- General ; doubt not he 
will do good and great service for his country. As to 
news we have but little. The enemy refuse to let Master 
Lovell come out of Boston, he having been detected of 
carrying on a prohibited correspondence as they say. 

_ Captain Manly took two prizes last week, and to save 
himself, was obliged to run his vessel ashore at North-River, 
and left her; the enemy boarded her, but Manly gave theni 
such a heavy fire, that they were obliged to quit jer, 
taking nothing, save one swivel gun, which gun he some- 
time before borrowed of them. The ground is froze near 
two feet deep, and prevents some business being done. 
We are in great want of the needful, pray God to send us 
a supply. Accounts respecting that dwindle to almost 
nothing; if you have it, I beg you will impart to us that 
want, or what shall we do, or rather what can we do. Col. 
Porter, of Hadley, is ordered with a regiment to Canada. 
I hope the next news from that Colony, will be that "(Qjuc- 
beclc has submitted to the United Colonies. Please to give 
my compliments to the gentlemen of the Congress from this 
Colony; my best wishes attend you and them. 

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

Artemas Ward. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c. 

P.S. February 14. — The enemy this morning burnt the 
buildings on Dorchester-Point, don't hear that they have 
killed or taken any person. 



CAPTAIN VAN ALSTYNE TO. ABRAHAM VAN ALSTYNE. 
St. Euetatia, February 4, 1776. 

Dear Brother : I this moment heard of an opportu- 
nity, and thought proper to acquaint you that I am this 
night going to St. Christopher's, to take charge of Cap- 
tain Sanders's brig, to go to Cork, rather than come 
home, for the sea is full of all kinds of cruisers. There is 
not one in ten that escapes, going or coming. On my 
arrival here, I wrote up to my friends at St. Christopher's, 
and related my misfortune of being taken; and they im- 
mediately sent word down to me to take charge of this brig. 
Thank God, I am not in want of friends in tin's part of 
the world. Mrs. Van Alstyne is well, and likewise my- 
self. _ ....... 

We both join in our best respects to my beloved mother, 
&c, he. Am your ever loving brother, 

Matthew Van Alstyne. 
To Mr. Abraham Van Alstyne, Merchant, New- York. 

N. B. This morning I heard that two privateers are 
fitted out at the Island Dominico ; therefore, you can re- 
late, &.C 



CUTHBERT BULLITT TO MR. PURDIE. 

Prince-William, Virginia, February 4, 1776. 
Sir : With the utmost reluctance I trouble the publick 
with any thing relating to myself; but as a report has gone 
forth, that I have endeavoured to injure the credit of the 
money issued by the Convention, justice 16 my character 
requires that I should set the matter in its true Ho lit. At 
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first, I was contented with an inquiry by the Committee of 
the County, and expected it would have rested there; but, 
having transmitted a copy of the first deposition, and other 
proceedings, to one of our Delegates, for his private satis- 
faction, together with the copy of an instruction to him 
and his colleague, he thought himself obliged to lay the 
matter before the honourable the Convention ; and I am 
informed some ill-natured inferences were drawn from the 
circumstance that only one deposition appeared. I now 
submit the whole to my countrymen, and hope they will 
have charity enough to suppose what I said proceeded 
from the dictates of an honest mind, anxious for the pub- 
lick weal. I have only to observe that the conversation 
happened before the defeat of Colonel Butchins, and was 
in the company of several of the late Committee of the 
County, who I thought could not have mistaken my mean- 
ing. They knew I had, from the beginning of our dis- 
turbances, exerted myself within the small circle of my 
acquaintance in raising a spirit of opposition to Parlia- 
mentary tyranny. They knew I had formed, and carried 
into Committee, two resolves, the one for purchasing am- 
munition, the other for raising" volunteer companies. 
I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant, 

Cuthbert Bullitt. 
To Mr. Purdie. 



SAMUEL t>URVl ANCE, JR., TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OP SAFETY. 

Baltimore, February 4, 1776. 

Sir; The bearer. Captain Allen, having called on me 
to know If I had any commands to Annapolis, I take the 
liberty to advise you that he will be a very safe opportu- 
nity, and, if it be agreeable to the gentlemen of the Coun- 
cil, I should be glad you would send us by him one thou- 
sand pounds of the money granted for the defence of the 
town, as cash will very soon be wanted, it being agreed 
last night to send people to the woods to cut down timber, 
and to set the smiths at work. At the same time, I am to 
inform you we have not yet fixed the plan of conducting 
the business, and that what I now write is without autho- 
rity from the Committee, whom I cannot consult before to- 
morrow,ogr stated day of meeting ; but, as the opportunity 
is so favourable, I am certain the Committee will approve 
of what I do, 

If you think proper to send the money, please to take 
a receipt from Captain Allen, for the Committee of Bal- 
timore, by order of the Chairman. 

I am, with respect, sir, your most humble servant, 

Samuel Purviance, Jr. 

To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq. 



committee or reading to Pennsylvania delegates. 

Reading, February 4, 1776. 

Gentlemen: A number of the English soldiers who 
were lately taken in Canada have arrived here, with their 
wives and children. The Committee w'ere immediately 
assembled, and, although they were much surprised at so 
large a party being ordered here without any previous 
notice, and without atiy person attending them to supply 
them with necessaries, yet, understanding it was the plea- 
sure of Congress the said soldiers should be quartered here, 
they immediately appointed Mr. Henry Hollar, & mem- 
ber of the Committee, to provide houses, fire-wood, and 
provisions for the party, who must have otherwise suffered 
much at this severe season. As we are totally unac- 
quainted with the pleasure of the honourable Congress as to 
the particular quantities of provisions to be allowed these 
prisoners, we have despatched an express to you, gentle- 
men, desiring you will, by his return, be pleased to procure 
and send to us the directions of Congress to govern us in 
the matter. 

As Mr. Hollar has been an active member of this Com- 
mittee, and is a very suitable person, we beg leave to re- 
commend him to be continued as Commissary for the 
soldiers stationed here. 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servants. 
By order of the Committee of Correspondence: 

Mark Bird, Chairman. 
To the Honourable the Delegates of the Province o( Penn- 
sylvania, in the Continental Congress at Philadelphia. 



LORD ST/tfLING TO PRES'tBE'N? Of CokbREJrs'. 

Elizabdtlitawn, February 4, V716. 
Sir: I have this moment received General Lec'_* com- 
mands to join him, with five hundred men of my Regi- 
ment, at New-York. I purpose setting out to-morrow" 
morning, with about half that number, ari'dnow sencTorderi 
for the remainder to follow me from Brunswick to Amtoy. 
We have, as yet, received no powder. 1 was obliged to 
borrow for the two last excursions, and will now try to do 
the best we" can on this occasion. 

I am your most humble servant, Stirling". 

To the Honourable John Hancock. 



To the Honourable Provincial Congress of the Cotony of 
New- York, assembled at the City of New- York. 

The humble Petition of Guert Spt. De Wint, Esq., of 
the Island of St. Thomas, in the West-Indies, note at 
Orange Toion, in the County of Orange, sheweth: 
That your Petitioner arrived here- in May last, and has 
since that time, laid out a good deal of money in the pur- 
chase of horses, carriages, and household furniture, for hi? 
and family's use, while he remained in this Province; that 
your Petitioner prays youf permit to carry the same to the 
Island of St. Thomas, his place of abode, times being bad 
for selling the same. 

That your Petitioner prays your permission to take with 
him a generous supply of the good things of this country, 
for their use at sea, his family consisting of fourteen in 

number. 

That your Petitioner has an estate, or plantation, on said 
island, with a crop now standing on the fields, which must 
perish for the want of lumber ; your Petitioner - , therefore^ 
prays your permit to carry with him ten thousand staves, 
and five thousand hoops, for the sole use of said plantation. 
They must, in a short time, be in the' utmost distress for 
the want of provisions; he, therefore, prays : your permit 
to carry with him one hundred barrels flour 1 , fifty tierces' 
bread, fifty barrels rye-flour, ten barrels pork, for the sole 
use of his negroes and family. 

Your Petitioner promises, (if in his power",) to remit the 
amount of said goods, as soon as possible, in those" articles 
recommended by the Continental Congress, is published 
under date of the 25th of July, 1775. 

Your Petitioner makes not the least doubt of your hu- 
mane indulgence, in this his petition, is he is convinced 
the humanity of your honourable Congress would not suf- 
fer the innocent and helpless to remain in distress. 

Any instructions in the sailing of the vessel, or courses 
you may be pleased to order him to steer i , shall, with the 
utmost punctuality, be observed, and your Petitioner shall 

" *' Guert Spt. De Wl 

February 4, 1776. 
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GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OP COtftfRESs. 

Albany, February* 4, 1775. 

Sir : Since my last, I have recollected that Mr. Fran- 
cis Phisster, who is a half-pay Lieutenaut in the Royal 
Americans, was last war employed by the Crown asari 
Engineer, and I have often been informed that he: was. es= 
teemed as capable in that branch as any that was employed. 
He has bought an estate, and resides in this County, and 
has a contract to supply the carriages on the Niagara Car- 
rying-place, by which I have been informed he clears be- 
tween three and four hundred a year. What his political 
principles are [ know not, but if he could be induced to 
enter into our service I should be under np apprehensions, 
as he has a wife and family, which he is excessively fond of, 
who would he a sure pledge. I shall immediately send a 
gentleman to sound him on the occasion, and to hint that 
a genteel appointment would take place if he wilF engage. 
Should Congress think proper to employ him, they will be 
so good as to let me know what offers to make him, in 
case I should find him in a disposition /avourable to our 
wishes, ........ 

I have caused the Canadian officers, who are prisoners, 
to pay their own bills for subsistence, having only paid for 
their lodgings, fire-wood, and candles, and advanced them 
some money, the accounts whereof I shall transmit to the 
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Treasury. I have done the like to five of the Highland 
chiefs. The last prisoners from Canada I have sent to 
Ulster County, as I had an opportunity by returning sleds. 
They will remain there until further orders. Enclose the 
return of, them. _I have now only two officers left here, 
who are indisposed. 

I think small quantities of provision should be stored in 
different places, near Hudson's River, between this and the 
Highlands, as an immediate supply in case there should 
be a necessity to call out the force of the country. 

So long a march as that from Pennsylvania and Jersey 
into Canada, will disable many of our men. T have offered, 
if this County will push them on twenty or thirty miles be- 
yond Crown-Point in sleds, to pay for each sled four shil- 
lings a day, to enable the sledinen to find forage. 

All the stores that were here are already gone to Fort- 
George, and I liave sent off a number of carpenters to pro- 
cure the timber for the batteaus. 

Such is the scarcity of forage, that I am at my wits' end 
to procure what will be necessary for the Spring work at 
Ticonderoga. 

February 6. 

Yesterday Colonel Ritzema arrived from Canada, and 
brought me a letter from General. Wooster, copy whereof 
enclose. Colonel Ritzema does not think it possible to 
complete two regiments out of the last campaign's troops, 
now In Canada. I shall be agreeably disappointed if one 
can be^ raised there. I have advised Colonel Ritzema to 
proceed to Philadelphia, that Congress may have an op- 
portunity of examining him as to our affairs in Canada, 
The civil police of that country, I am very certain, claims 
immediate attention. Its arrangements ought not to be 
left to any military commander, who must necessarily have 
his hands full of other business. 

Enclose an account that has been sent me by Governour 
Skene's overseer. He supposes that by this time a much 
greater. quantity of staves than what he has charged, are 
destroyed. I have so many applications of the like kind 
that l.am ashamed of the conduct of our troops. Tories 
and Whigs are indiscriminately the object of plunder when- 
ever a fair opportunity offers. You cannot, sir, imagine, 
bow detrimental, this is to our cause ; and what remedy to 
apply, I know not. I have given orders, I have entreated 
the officers to attend and prevent such scandalous depreda- 
tions, but all in vain. 

I believe there are very few arms left in Canada, either 
of those found in the garrisons taken, or those left by the sol- 
diers, . What .is. become of them? They are stolen and 
brought down ibe country. Very few, fit for any thing, are 
left in store here. Half the regiment raising in Connecti- 
cut is to be supplied here. If I should have a number suf- 
ficient, they will hardly be worth the carrying. The arms 
of the two companies from Pennsylvania, that are arrived, 
are also much out of repair. Could not the arms taken 
from the Tories on Long-Island, be immediately sent np? 

I conceive that the quantity of powder Congress has 
ordered up is vastly short of what will be wanted in Ca- 
nada. Let the fate of Quebeck be what it will, fifteen tons 
would hot_be too much. 

I am, most respectfully, and most sincerely, sir, your 



obedient, humble servant, 



Philip Schuyler. 



To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., Stc. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO WINTHROP SARGENT. 

Cambridge, February 4, 177G. 
Acknowledged receipt of his letter, of the 2d instant, 
giving an account of the brig Henry and Esther, laden with 
sixty-two cords of wood, one hundred and fifty butts with 
water, forty suits of soldiers' bedding, taken by Captain 
Waters and Captain Tucker, and sent in to Sivan-Ha7-- 
bow.' Ordered the private property to be given up, after 
Captain Nelles proves the same on oath ; to libel her im- 
mediately. If the harbour is unsafe, to remove her to a 
place more secure. If the sailors will engage on board of 
any of our armed vessels for twelve months, they will be 
entitled to one month's pay advance ; but they must be 
dispersed, so that many of them may not be on board any 
one vessel. 

To Wtnthrop ISargent, Esq., Cape-Ann. 



BRITISH FLEET IN JAMES RIVER, 

Nansemond, Virginia, February 5, 1776. 
Saturday night last, we received intelligence of six ten- 
ders sailing from Norfolk the day before, and that three of 
them were on their way up this river, which was confirmed 
about nine o'clock by three vessels anchoring, one near 
Sleepy-Hole Ferry, and two more, two or three miles 
higher up, having come as far as the flood tide served. 
Their boats were moving about the remainder part of the 
night, one up the river, since supposed as high as Good- 
rich's, five miles higher up, and just within the Narrows, 
but returned a little before day. They attempted nothing 
till the morning, when a boat full of armed men approached 
the shove within half a mile of the tenders, and were fired 
upon by four men from the bank, at one hundred yards dis- 
tance ; they returned the fire, and rowed wide of the place, 
when the four men were honoured with a salute of well- 
directed cannon, but without any bad consequence. This 
first effort seemed of singular service, as they never at- 
tempted landing after, except at one desolate place, which 
they effected in the night, and burnt a house with some 
corn in it belonging to Mr. Cowpcr. It appears, by indu- 
bitable proof, that this incursion was partly intended, with 
the concurrence of Goodrich and sons, to get possession of 
two vessels loaded with pork, bacon, and other provisions, 
which, to the discredit of his neighbourhood, those avari- 
cious, false men have been suffered.to collect, and put on 
board, and with all expedition put themselves under the 
protection of the tenders. Though it was with a good deal 
of difficulty the last of them effected it, (from the fire of our 
men, and the tenders' boats being repulsed,) they weighed, 
ran up, and took possession, under a heavy fire of pur brave 
men, who had nothing but small arms, and a scanty portion 
of ammunition to oppose their cannon and musketry. 
There was one occurrence happened, which, had we fore- 
seen, a tender and her prize would have fallen into oar 
hands. The wind being ahead on their return, they were 
obliged to come within sixty yards of aliigh bank; fifty 
men, with a plenty of ammunition, could have drove them 
below decks, and prevented them from tending the sheets, 
by which they must have come ashore, A few regulars, with 
the help of ammunition to our own men, woiild secure (js 
in such a manner, that the fertile lands on this river may 
be cultivated to the no small advantage of the community"; 
whereas, if we are drove back, the lands are so indifferent, 
for near one hundred miles, that a famine must "be the ine- 
vitable consequence, 

SURRY COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

Surry County, February 5, 177G. 
At a meeting of the Freeholders of the said County, at 
the Court-House, agreeable to an Ordinance of the last 
Convention, the following gentlemen were chosen to serve 
as a Committee for the said County: 

William Hart, Allen Cocke, William Brown, William 
Clinch, N. Faulcon, Jun,, Etheldred Gray, Charles Jud- 
kins, John Cocke, Jun., John Watkins, Jun., John H. 
Cocke, William Simmons, Benjamin Putney, James Kee, 
John Cocke, John Watkins, Willis Wilson, William Ham- 
lin, Henry Howard, William Nelson, Lemuel Cocke, Rev. 
B. Blagrove. 

In Committee, February 6, 1776. 
Allen Cocke, Gentleman, was unanimously chosen Chair- 
man of the said Committee, and John Wesson, Clerk 
thereof. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this Committee do trans- 
mit a copy hereof to the Publick Printer, to be published 

in his Gazette. T „ r ~, , 

John Wesson, Clerk. ... 



CAPTAIN DUNCAN CAMPBELL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, February 5, 1776. . 
Sir: The state of my private business, and the unfa- 
vourable season of the year, to move a sickly woman and 
a very young family, hath induced me to apply to the Con- 
gress, for leave to go to the Province of New- York, and 
reside at my own house. This indulgence will save me a 
very heavy expense, and enable me to settle some debts 
that I owe. 
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I shall always hold myself in readiness to move to any 
place the Congress may think proper. 1 do assure you, 
sir, that I will esteem it a particular favour, if you will 
move the Congress to grant my request. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Duncan Campbell. 

To the Honourable John Hancock. 



To the Honourable the Committee of Safety of the Pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania. 

The Petition of the Committee of Privates of the Asso- 
ciation, belonging to the City and Liberties of Phila- 
delphia, humbly sheweth : 

That as it is of the utmost consequence, in the prosecution 
of our present most righteous opposition to tyranny and ar- 
bitrary power, thai none be commissioned as officers in the 
Continental service, but those who manifest the most sin- 
cere and warm attachment to the cause of liberty; and as 
the honourable Continental Congress has intrusted the ap- 
pointment of all inferior, and the recommendation of all 
superior officers, for this Province to this honourable Board, 
your Petitioners do pray this honourable Board to appoint 
or recommend none, but such as have signed the Articles 
of Association given out by the honourable House of Re- 
presentatives of the freemen of this Province, seeing this 
ought, at this time, to be considered as the sirongest mark 
of attachment to the cause which our present circumstan- 
ces will admit of. 

As your Petitioners have the pleasure to assure this ho- 
nourable Board that the signing the Articles of Association 
aforesaid is become very general in the City and Districts, 
and like to be universal among those who have heretofore 
associated, and as the Association is principally composed 
of tradesmen and others, who earn their living by their in- 
dustry, they do further pray this honourable Board, that 
such of them as may be capable of performing such pub- 
lick works as this honourable Board may have in charge 
to see executed, and have signed the Association aforesaid, 
may be employed, in preference to all others, and that such 
works may be as equally distributed among the signers of 
the Association as conveniently can. 

The propriety of this application, your Petitioners hum- 
bly conceive, will speak for itself; and as they assure them- 
selves that this honourable Board will consider the Asso- 
ciators, who sign the articles, as better to be depended on, 
and more worthy of encouragement, than those who do not, 
they take the liberty to request this honourable Board to 
show them these marks of their favour and countenance. 
And your Petitioners will pray, &tc. 

Signed, on behalf of the Committee of Privates. 

Samuel Simpson, Chairman. 

Philadelphia, February 5, 1776. 
The Petition from the Committee of Privates being 
read, this Board resolved, that the matters therein prayed 
are reasonable and proper, and this Committee will pay a 
due regard to the same. 
Extract from the Minutes : 

William Govett, Secretary. 



knowledged the truth of the charge, and alleged, in their 
defence, scruples of conscience thereupon, as being money 
emitted for the purpose of war ; 

This Committee, pursuant to the trust reposed in them, 
proceeded to consider the charge and defence, and are of 
opinion, that if such allegation was true, yet as the Con- 
gress have made no exception, and as such conduct tends 
to subvert the most essential rights and liberties of their 
fellow-citizens, and by destroying the means of defence, 
to expose their lives and properties to unavoidable ruin, it 
ought not to be admitted ; but it appears to this Commit- 
tee, by their own acknowledgments, that the above per- 
sons have heretofore received, and do continue to receive 
Bills of Credit emitted in this and the neighbouring Pro- 
vinces, though frequently issued for the purposes of war, 
therefore, such objection is not well founded, nor the pre- 
sent pretence consistent with their former conduct. This 
Committee, therefore, (the parties having declared they did 
not mean to appeal to any other Board) do hold up to 
the world the said John Drinker, Thomas and Samuel 
Fisher, as enemies to their country, and precluded from all 
trade or intercourse with the inhabitants of these Colonies. 

Ordered, That the above be published. 

Extract from the Minutes : 

Peter Z. Lloyd, Secretary. 

Kingwood, Hunterdon County, Committee Chamber, > 

February 5, 1776. $ 

Whereas, Nathaniel Blinko, merchant, of the township 
of Kingwood, aforesaid, hath extorted upon his merchan- 
dise, from time to lime, contrary to the Resolves of the 
honourable Continental Congress, though often admonish- 
ed to the contrary by the members of this Board, when he 
hath declared that he would ask what he pleased, in spite 
of the Committee ; Therefore, Resolved, That we will break 
off all dealings or commerce with the said Nathaniel Blin- 
ko, and hold him up as an enemy to the glorious struggles 
for American liberty; and we request that uone may deal 
with him, on pain of being treated in the same manner. 

By order of the Committee : 

William Coolbagh, Clerk. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM NEW-YORK, TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED FEBRUARY 5, 1776. 

Yesterday, about the same time, Generals Lee and Clin- 
ton arrived. The Committee of Safety met immediate- 
ly, and we expected something like a commencement of 
hostilities to-day. The Mayor went on board, and the Go- 
vernour and General both assured him not a man was to 
be landed here. A twenty gun ship, said to be the Mer- 
cury, and a transport, came into the harbour yesterday. 
Clinton came in the frigate, and is going to the Southward 1 , 
I believe to Virginia. A Dr. Gilson has been taken into 
custody at Newport, and sent to Head-Quarters for trea- 
sonable practices at Rhode-Island. Lee says, he will send 
word on board the men-of-war, that if they set a house on 
fire, in consequence of his coming, he will chain one hun- 
dred of their friends together by the neck, and make the 
house their funeral pile. 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

In Committee of Inspection and Observation, ) 
Febrj^ry 5, 1776. J 

Whereas the Continental Congress did lately resolve, 
"That if any person should be so lost to all virtue and re- 
gard for this country, as to refuse to receive the Bills of Cre- 
dit emitted by the authority of Congress, or should obstruct 
or discourage the currency thereof, and be convicted by 
the Committee of the City, County, or District, where he 
should reside, such person should be deemed, published, 
and treated as an enemy of his country, and be precluded 
from all trade or intercourse with the inhabitants of the 
Colonies." 

And whereas John Drinker, hatter, Thomas and Samuel 
Fisher, of the house of Joshua Fisher fy Sons, merchants, 
all of this city, having been charged with a breach of 
this Resolve, in refusing to receive the above Bills of 
Credit in payment, appeared before this Committee, ac- 



GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

New-York, February 5, 1776. 

My Dear General : I arrived here yesterday, but not 
without some difficulty. My disorder increased, rather 
than diminished, so that I was under the necessity of 
being carried in a litter a considerable part of the way. 
I consider it as a piece of the greatest good fortune 
that the Congress have detached a Committee to this 
place; otherwise I should have made a most ridiculous 
figure, besides bringing upon myself the enmity of the 
whole Province. My hands were effectually tied up from 
taking any steps necessary for the publick service, by the 
late resolve of (he Congress, putting every detachment to 
the Continental forces under the command of the Provin- 
cial Congress where such detachment is. 

J should apprize you that General Clinion arrived almost 
at the same instant with myself. He has brought no 
troops with him, and pledges his honour that none are 
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Sfipjing. He says it is merely a visit to bis friend Tryon. 
j Q" itis rggllv so, it is the most whimsical piece of civility 1 
ergr heard of. He informs us that his intention is. for 
^grtA-Jp^roifin^, where he expects five regiments from 
fgngland ; that he only brought two companies of light- 
mlfantry from Boston This is certainly a droll way of 
proceeding; to communicate his full plan to the .enemy is 
too novel \o be credited. 

^/fhe Cqngress Commi(tep, a certain number of the Com- 
jjiittjee of j3a(ety, and your humble servant, have had two 
conferences,. The result of these conferences is such a,s 
will agreeably surprise you. It is, in the first place, agreed, 
aqd justly, that to fortify the town against shipping is im- 
practicable ; but we are to fortify lodgments, in some com- 
manding part of the city, for two thousand men. We are 
tp erect enclosed batteries, on both sides the water, near 
Hellgaie, which, will answer the double purpose of securing 
the town against piracies through the Sound, and secure our 
communication with Long-Island, now become a more 
capital point than ever, as it is determined to forma strong 
fortified camp of three thousand men in that island, imme* 
djately opposite to New- York. The pass in the Highlands 
h to be made as respectable as possible, and guarded by a 
battalion. In short, I think the plan judicious and com- 
plete. The two brass pieces, and other articles, will be 
sent down a? you require. You have heard of the fate of 
the cannon near King's Bridge. 

As I write with pain, you will excuse my abrupt con- 
clusion. Yours, dear General, C. Lee. 
To General Washington. 

P. S. My love to Gates and the rest, female and male. 



THOMAS LYNCH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

New-York, February 5, 177G. 

Dear Sir : You have doubtless heard of my being here, 
on a Committee of Congress. The object was to consult 
with General Lee and the people of this place, on the 
best manner of securing it. God knows there is ample 
room for it. Every thing is wanting. The strong apathy 
that holds Congress in fetters is still more forcible here. 
However, luckily, Clinton is come without force. He has 
none but the Mercury and one transport brig. 

1 mentioned to you, some time ago, some propositions 
which Lord Pruvmond had been talking to me of. Ge- 
neral Rqbinsqn writes tp him by Clinton, that he {Clinton) 
is very desirous of being instrumental in bringing about the 
Same end. It is mysterious to me how such a man should 
be sept, on such an errand. Be it as it may, it will not 
produce any remission of our using the present moment to 
Strengthen ourselves and weaken our enemies. Lord 
Drummond's great point is to get some Member of Con- 
gress to go home to inform the Cabinet of the real desires 
and intentions of that body respecting the re-establishment 
of peace. To promote this purpose, he has desired me 
to enclose you a letter, which, after you have read, if you 
think it can do no harm, you will be so kind as to forward 
to Robinson, and to send his answer to his Lordship, under 
your cover. Robinson will, doubtless, send it open to you. 
Were I to guess at my Lord's motives, it would be that 
Lord North and his Scottish friends found that their places 
were in danger, and that there is no way left to secure 
them, but by restoring the nation to that state in which 
alone little minds can rule it with peace and quiet. In- 
deed, every paper I have seen seems tending that way. 
,-* fk m » ^ ear s ' r > y° ur most obedient servant, 

Thomas Lynch. 

LORp PBUMMOND TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL ROBINSON. 

New-York, February 5, 1776. 

My Dear Sir : Just as I was sitting down to write to 
you, I received yours, by General Clinton, but have not 
as yet had an opportunity of seeing him. 

During the very few months I was with you at Boston, 
I expressed my wish of being able to make known at Phi- 
ladelphia the disposition in England towards an accom- 
modation, upon liberal terms, and such as were founded in 
equity and candour. 

Yo.u then concurred with me in thinking that, however 
much those gentlemen whose province it now is to think 



for the publick might be held up as aiming at a total sepa- 
ration, they had as their sole object such a reconciliation 
as would give a constitutional security to their children. 
In this opinion I think we were not deceived. From all 
the conversation I had at Philadelphia with those gentle- 
men, (who allow me, I hope, to rank myself among the 
number of their friends,) I have every reason to think them 
most seriously disposed towards reconciliation. From a 
conviction of this, I have pressed the setting on foot a ne- 
gotiation ; nor am 1 without hope? of success. Should 
such an event take place, it is not impossible but a depu- 
tation from hence may be found expedient, and, in that 
case, a passport requisite for a security against English 
cruisers. Such a passport must be left blank, for filling 
up names, and sent by the same conveyance that this 
passes through. It will be needless to caution you against 
delay. 

My slight acquaintance with General Howe and Admiral 
Shuldham will furnish you with an apology for not making 
a more direct application. 

1 continue, my dear friend, yours, &c. 

Dkummond. 
Brigadier General Robinson, Boston. 

P. S. Let me guard you against letting this go to the 
publick, till we see how far my hopes are well-grounded, 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Albany, February 5, 1776. 
Sir : Your Honour's favour I had the pleasure to receive 
by Colonel Mott, and just now Mr. Bennett has banded 
me one of the 31st. 

As the number of Captains appointed to the Regiment 
to be commanded by Colonel Burrell exceeds the Con- 
tinental arrangement, I conclude your Honour had not re- 
ceived the resolutions of Congress on that head. If the 
alteration can be made so as to correspond with the inten- 
tions of Congress, without detriment to the service, would 
it not be best to do it ? 

I have not been honoured with a line from Congress, in 
answer to mine requesting their direction how I" was to 
order the payment for the troops. Through the multi- 
plicity of their weighty affairs, I suppose it has slipped 
their attention. Apprehensive, however, that the service 
may suffer, 1 shall venture to order payment to the men, 
from the times they were discharged until they returned to 
their respective habitations, which I propose doing by al- 
lowing at the rate of fifteen miles per day from where they 
were dismissed to their respective Captain's place of abode. 
I hope it will prove satisfactory to Congress : it cannot fail 
of being so to the men. 

Although the troops raised in Berkshire have made 
large calls upon me for arms, yet I hope to be able to fur- 
nish the number for Colonel Burrell's Regiment, which 
I mentioned in my last. I wish, however, that as many 
may be completely furnished as possible. As I am not 
possessed of an appraisement of the arms that were delivered 
into the Continental stores by soldiers from your Colony, 
I cannot fall upon any mode with propriety, other than to 
request that your Honour will be pleased to authorize per- 
sons to pay the several Captains, on producing the receipts, 
and when the whole are paid, to transmit the account and 
voucher; on the receipt of which, I will immediately issue 
a warrant for the reimbursement to the Colony. 

When I pointed out to General Washington the route 
by Number Four, for the march of troops into Canada, it 
was on a supposition that they might be detached from his 
camp. Colonel Burrell's march will, undoubtedly, be 
much the easiest through this city ; but when the men ar- 
rive here, they must be supplied out of the Continental 
stores, and be provided with sleds for their baggage by the 
Commissary-General. If the sleds that convey the bag- 
gage from Connecticut here choose to proceed, they may 
go on. I mention this, that we may not labour under the 
confusion of so many different Commissaries, and variety 
of accounts. I have had a quantity of hard bread baked 
here, at Fort- George, and Ticonderoga ; and have caused 
the most portable pork to be picked out, and a good part 
of it dressed, for the greater convenience of the men on 
their march. As soon as Mr. Trumbull, the Paymaster- 
General, can finish the rolls, he will send them, with a 
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Deputy, to pay the Captains. I hope a very few days will 
accomplish this. 

Colonel Mott's motives for resigning the Lieutenant-Col- 
onelcy do him great honour, and evince his zeal for our 
righteous cause. By letters from General Wooster, of the 
20th ultimo, I learn, with pleasure, that all is safe in Cana- 
da, and that our brave little corps before Qiiebeck hold 
their ground and continue the blockade. Can Europe any 
longer doubt of the virtue, perseverance, and spirit of 
Americans, when they see a city invested, in the depth of 
Winter, in a country which, at that season, is almost unin- 
habitable ; when they see citizens become soldiers, regard- 
less of the comforts they might enjoy in their own habita- 
tions, and quitting them with alacrity, to undertake a march 
of many hundred miles, through snow and over frozen seas, 
without tents, without any shelter from the inclemency of 
the weather, but the azure canopy of Heaven ? What a 
striking lesson to tyrants! What a glorious instance of 
what the spirit of liberty can do ! Our cause, sir, 1 boldly 
pronounce, cannot sink whilst the present unanimity sub- 
sists; whilst we continue resolved, with a steady perseve- 
rance, to make use of those means which indulgent Heaven 
has put into our power for our defence. I have not heard 
a. word from General Lee since his arrival in this Colony. 
Mr. Bennett showed me a copy of a line of his, which gives 
me great uneasiness. I hope no obstacles will be thrown 
in his way to prevent the execution of his orders. It is of 
much importance to us that all the Malignants, in every 
Colony, should be secured. I learned, with pleasure, the 
effectual steps your respectable Government has taken. I 
wish the Convention of Netv- York may follow so fair an 
example. 

I am in better health than I have latterly been. I hope 
the approach of Spring may restore it, that I may be able 
to take an active part. A close attention to business in 
the closet I find more prejudicial to my cough than the 
fatigues of out-door work. 

1 am, sir, with very great esteem and regard, your Ho- 
nour's most obedient, humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

P. S. Our military chest is very low ; we will, however, 
try to furnish your Colony, as far as possible, as I can 
easily conceive that you must be distressed for money. 



I received a letter from Major-Genera] Lee, dated at 
Stamford, January 31st, wherein he writes : " A most un- 
expected and severe attack of the rheumatism, or gout, has 
seized me here and prevented me personally proceeding. 
1 have sent Colonel Waterbury on, as he is sufficiently 
strong in numbers betwixt his own regiment and the vo- 
lunteers. I thought it prudent to order back Ward's Regi- 
ment till they received your Honour's further orders." In 
another scrip, he says: "There is a late resolve of the 
Continental Congress, which had I seen before, would have 
stopped me. It is, that every detachment of the Army f3 
to act under the direction of the Provincial Congress where 
it is. What then will be the use of a detachment at New- 
York 1 I answer, by asking, is New- York to be left to 
be more inimical to us than even the Province of Quebeck 7 
The policy of many there is strained to the utmost against 
our rights. However, I hope better things of their Con- 
gress, if not perverted by artful threats and craft." 

Since writing thus far, I am informed that General Lee 
was carried into New- York in a litter, and three members 
of the Continental Congress are to meet him there, to settle 
measures of conduct. 

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your obedient, 

humble servant, T „ 

Jonathan Ikumbull. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 



Marblchead, February 5, 1776. 

Mat it please tour Honour : The subscribers, in con- 
formity to the resolves of the General Court, handed us for 
the inlistment of ninety-one men out of this town, beg leave 
to acquaint your Honours we have made use of our utmost 
exertions to effect the same, but to no purpose, as the men 
were almost all before engaged in the service. 
We are your Honours' humble servants, 

Joshua Orne, 

Joseph Homan, 

Stephen Phillips, 

Edward Fetttplace, 

William Knight, 

William Doliver, 

To the Honourable Council and House of Representatives 
for the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay. 



Committee 

of 
Correspondence. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, February 5, 1776. 

Sir: Enclosed is account of the charges and expen- 
ses incurred by providing for Messrs. Penet and De Pli- 
arne, in their journey to Philadelphia, by your Excellency's 
direction. 1 have sent forward to you the bills, showing 
how the account arose. Please to order payment to be 
made, and sent to me by the post who brings this. 

The battalion raising in this Colony, to march to the as- 
sistance of our friends at Canada, are inlisted to serve un- 
til the 1st of February next, with bounty, pay, wages, and 
allowances, agreeable to resolve of Congress, sent me by 
the express who last came to you this way. 

Our Treasury was exhausted, and knew not how to set 
the troops forward, until Saturday. Intelligence came to 
me that twelve thousand five hundred dollars was received 
from the honourable Congress for that purpose. My Pro- 
clamation was out sometime before, and hear that men in- 
Iist freely, and hope they will be on their march soon ; 
have ordered them go off by divisions, and hope nothing 
will retard them. 

Through fear of delay, wrote last week to you on the 
head of our payment of the troops that served under you 
last season ; the pay-rolls are to meet your approbation 
and order for payment ; and, although provision is received 
for those going to Canada, yet there remains innumerable 
calls we are unable to answer without further supplies, 
and apprehend payment is to be made by yoir, on those 
rolls. 

Three battalions raised and marching to your camp will 



Penobscot-River, February 5, 1776. 
To the Honourable the Council and House of Represen- 
tatives in General Council assembled: 

Keahawit and Pierre Toma, heads of the St. John's, 
and in behalf of the Miccamae Tribe, send health to you, 
and to inform you that we received your letter, dated the 
16th October last. W 7 e thank you for the kindness you have 
done us, in providing ammunition and provisions for the 
Winter season, and for granting liberty for a Priest to pray 
with us to Almighty God, to make us strong, to oppose 
the wicked people of Old England. The Penobscot In- 
dians are all of one heart, though of different tribes, and 
we are willing to assist you with our lives to oppose the 
wicked people of Old England, and we are ready to come 
up in the Spring, if we are wanted, and you to send us a 
letter to desire us to come. 

We put all in one head and heart, and shall always keep 
it there, in remembrance of your kindness. 

We thank you by kissing our hand, and shall always 
stand by you and keep that kiss in our hand in remem- 
brance of it. 

We pray God to bless you in your present war with the 
wicked people of Old England, to drive them out of our 
lands. 



Williamsburgb, Virginia, Friday, February 9, 1776. 
By advices from the. army under Colonel Howe, we 
learn that they abandoned Norfolk last Tuesday, after re- 
moving the poor inhabitants, with what effects they could 



come on soon; three dollars a man was paid, in part of carry along with them, and demolishing the intrenchments 
wages, to enable them to make necessary provisions. I which Lord Dunmore threw up a little before he fled on 
hear that two or three companies are gone forward, and the board the fleet now lying before that place. What few 
rest going this week, houses remained after the J ate bombardment were, likewise, 
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destroyed, after being valued, to prevent our enemies ta- 
king shelter in them. 

Thus, in the course of five weeks, has a town which con- 
tained upwards of six thousand inhabitants, many of them 
in affluent circumstances, a place that carried on an exten- 
sive trade and commerce, consequently affording bread to 
many thousands, been reduced to ashes, and become deso- 
late, through the wicked and cruel machinations of Lord 
North and the junto, aided by their faithful servants, my 
Lord Dunmore, with his motley army, and the renowned 
Captain Bellew, Commodore of" his Britannick Majesty's 
fleet in Virginia, and his generous and valiant crew. Truly 
may it be now said, 

" *' Never can true reconcilement grow, 

Where wounds of deadly hate have piere'd so deep." 

The troops are now stationed at Kemp's Landing, the 
Great-Bridge, and in and about Suffolk. 



transmitted, and being much pressed for time cannot add 
but that I am, with much esteem, sir, your very humble 
servant, 



John Hancock. 



H. HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

The subscriber will engage to have made any quantity, 
from two hundred to two thousand muskets, on the same 
plan, and at the same price they are made in this or the ad- 
jacent Provinces, and finish one hundred by the tenth day of 
April next, and one hundred per month after, till the quan- 
tity engaged are finished, provided I am furnished with 
locks for said muskets at least twenty days before said day, 
(for which shall be allowed fifteen shillings for each lock, 
out of the price of the muskets so finished,) and providing 
I am advanced the sum of three hundred and twenty-five 
pounds immediately, (or as soon as good security is offer- 
ed,) and a further sum of one hundred pounds at the deli- 
very of said hundred muskets, towards defraying the ex- 
pense of the second hundred ; and for each hundred after 
to have the sum of fifty pounds advanced, till the quantity 
wanted are completed : as witness my hand, this sixth day 
of February, 1776. u u 

■" H. HOLLINGSWORTH. 

Cecil County. 
To the Honourable Council of Safety, now sitting. 

P. S. It is meant that said muskets be completed with 
Stock, bayonet, rammer, and brass mounting. 



To Major-General Schuyler, at Albany. 



NEW-JERSEY CONGRESS TO PRESIDENT HANCOCK. 

In Provincial Congress, New-Jersey, Brunswick, ) 
February 6, 1776. \ 

Sir: Pursuant to the direction of your honourable 
House, signified to us by your letter, this Congress have 
this day unanimously agreed to recommend the gentlemen 
named in the within resolve, for the commissions of Field- 
Officers of the third battalion of forces now raising in this 
Colony for the Continesstal service. 

And it is with great pleasure that I am able to inform 
you, sir, that from the active zeal of the gentlemen now 
recommended, who are persons of family and great reputa- 
tion in New-Jersey, we doubt not but they will do honour 
to themselves and very essential service to the common 
cause. 

By order of the Congress. 
I am yoqr humble servant, 

Samuel Tucker, President. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

In Provincial Congress, Now.Jcrsey, Brunswick, } 
February 6, 1776. J 

By motion made, Resolved unanimously, That the fol- 
lowing gentlemen be recommended by this Congress to the 
honourable the Continental Congress, as proper persons for 
Field-Officers of the Third Battalion, to be raised in this 
Colony, to wit : Elias Dayton, Colonel ; Anthony Walton 
JFAi7e,Xiieutenant-Colonel ; Francis Barber, Major. 

"' ' William Patterson, Secretary. 

Samuel Tucker, President. 

Ordered, That the President do sign an attested copy 
of this Resolution, and transmit the same to the Continen- 
tal Congress. A true copy. 

Attest : William Patterson, Secretary. 



SAMUEL CHASE TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER. 
In Congress, Philadelphia, February 6, 1776. 

Dear Sir : The Congress just now received the letter 
•from the Council of Safety of New- York. Pray de- 
spatch copy to Virginia by the post, or, if gone, by ex- 
press to their Convention. 

A brig is arrived to Mr. Morris, with fifteen tons of 
powder, and fifteen hundred stand of arms; five tons, and 
five hundred arms belonging to our Province. 

Adieu. Samuel Chase. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRF.SS TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia, February 6, 1776. 

Sir: Your letters of the 22d and 25th of last month, 
together with the narrative of your proceedings in Tryon 
County, and the several enclosures, have been duly receiv- 
ed and communicated to Congress, in answer to which I 
am directed to forward you the enclosed resolutions. 

It is with great pleasure I inform you that the prudence, 
zeal, and temper manifested in your late expedition, met 
with the warmest approbation of Congress, though, at the 
same time, I cannot forbear expressing my grief for your 
relapse. I hope your exertions in the cause of your coun- 
try will not make you forget the necessary attention due 
to your health. 

As the operations in Canada, which are so important in 
their consequences, cannot be carried on without a large 
supply of specie, the Congress have recommended it to the 
several Colonies to employ proper person? for collecting 
all the gold and silver they can, to be exchanged for Con- 
tinental bills, and have recommended to you to encourage 
sutlers to attend the Army in Canada, and the money ari- 
sing therefrom to be disposed of agreeable to the resolve 
enclosed, which mode will be very advantageous, and 
doubt not your exertions to effect it. 

I must refer you to the resolutions of Congress herewith 



NEW-JERSEY CONGRESS TO PRESIDENT HANCOCK. 

Ill Provincial Congress, New-Jersey, Brunswick ) 
February 6, 1776. \ 

Gentlemen : Induced by a report current in this Pro- 
vince that the honourable the Continental Congress have 
agreed to allow the use of East-IndiaTeas, many persons 
have publickly sold that article, and the use of it is, there- 
fore, in danger of becoming more general. 

We did not hesitate to determine that common report, 
often deceitful and always uncertain, ought not to be 
sufficient to contravene a known and established regula- 
tion ; but, on a resolve being proposed for the purpose of 
putting a stop to this growing evil, one of the members 
informed us that he heard several of the Continental Dele- 
gates publickly declare, it was agreed in Congress that no 
notice should be taken of the sale or use of East-India 
Teas in the Eastern Colonies. 

Here, indeed, we hesitated; and, it being of great mo- 
ment that every regulation of the honourable Representa- 
tive body of the Continent should be preserved inviolate, 
we must request that you will speedily inform us whether 
any, or what agreement has been made by you respecting 
the sale and use of East- India Teas. 

By order of Congress. 

Your most humble servant, 

Samuel Tucker, President. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



ABRAHAM LOTT TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

New- York, February 6, 1776. 

Yesterday at 2 ho., P. M., Mr. Lott received the en- 
closed order for sea-provisions for His Majesty's ship Mer- 
cury, which he thinks he is at liberty to supply, pursuant 
to the order of the honourable Congress in August last; 
but being desirous to act so as not to give offence in these 
difficult times, humbly begs the advice and direction of this 
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honourable Committee, whether the command shall be 
complied with or not. 

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety for the Colony 
of New- York. 

Mercury, February 5, 1776. 

Sir: Please to supply His Majesty's ship Mercury, 
with the following Provisions, to complete her to three 
months, viz : Two thousand pounds bread ; two hundred 
gallons spirits; two thousand pounds flour; two hundred 
pounds butter; four hundred pounds cheese; eleven bush- 
els peas; eleven bushels oatmeal. 

The above to be sent on board as soon as possible. 

From, sir, your most obedient servant, 

John Hehring. 

In Committee of Safety, New-York, February 6, 1776. 

Abraham Lott, Esq., attended, and informed the Com- 
mittee that the Purser of His Majesty's ship Mercury, had 
sent to him (as Agent- Victualler of His Majesty's ships in 
this port) a list of sundry Provisions required for the said 
ship Mercury, and Mr. Lolt desired to know whether he 
be at liberty to supply the said ship Mercury, with Provi- 
sions : 

Ordered, That Mr. Lntl be informed that it is the sense 
of this Committee that he ought not to supply the said 
ship Mercury with Provisions. 



WILLIAM A. FORBES TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

New- York, February 6, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Your petitioner having understood that 
several battalions are to be raised, in defence of our inesti- 
mable rights and liberties, and being duly sensible of the 
justness of the cause in which we~are all embarked, humbly 
begs leave to oft'er himself to serve in one of said battalions. 
He flatters himself his conduct hitherto, as an officer, will re- 
commend him to the honourable Board, and boasts he could 
fill the commission of a captaincy, with that truly patriotick 
spirit becoming an American soldier. 

Your petitioner, therefore, humbly prays the honourable 

gentlemen will take it in their serious consideration, and 

remains, with the utmost respect, gentlemen, your very 

humble servant, T x 7 . ,-, 

' William Alexander b orbes. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress. 



LORD GEORGE GERMAINE TO MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE. 

Whitehall, February 7, 1776. 

Sir : Since my letter to you of the 1st instant, I have re- 
ceived your despatches of the 19th and 26th of December, 
by which I had the satisfaction to find that four victualling 
ships from England were arrived at Boston, and I have 
just now learned by a note from Mr. Robinson to Mr. Vow- 
nail, that there is advice of two others having got in. 

This seasonable relief to the Army under your command 
is of great importance, at the same time the King very 
much approves the measures you have taken for procuring 
a supply of provisions from St. Eustatia, and of rice from 
the Colony of Georgia. 

His Majesty observes, that you have very properly de- 
clined sending the remainder of the Sixty-Fifth Regiment 
to Halifax upon the advice you had received of the Twen- 
ty-Seventh being arrived there ; this arrangement, however, 
does not make any alteration with regard to His Majesty's 
intention that the commissioned and non-commissioned offi- 
cers and invalids should be sent to Great Britain, but you 
will consider yourself at liberty to incorporate the private men 
of that regiment fit for service, either into the Twenty-Se- 
venth Regiment, or any other corps that you shall think 

proper. I am, &tc, n „ 

1 ' ' ' George Germaine. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED CHARLESTOWN, SOUTH-CAROLINA, FEBRU- 
ARY 7, 1776. 

The troubles in the back parts are entirely subsided. 
Their ringleaders, with about one hundred and thirty 
others, were taken. All to about twenty have been dis- 
missed, and sent safe to their own houses, being convinced 



of their mistake, and well satisfied with the treatment they 
received when taken. They had been persuaded to take 
up arms to preserve their lives and properties, which they 
heard had been sold to the Indians, who were to butcher 
them all on a fixed day, when the Liberty People, (as they 
call them,) were to go into forts, and leave them open and 
defenceless to the enemy, to be destroyed entirely. Some 
villains swore before a magistrate, that powder had been 
sent to the Indians for this diabolical purpose. Upon this 
they collected a second and third time, but were attacked 
by Colonels Richardson and Thompson at the break of 
day, after a forced march of twenty-five miles in the night, 
surprised and taken. 

About thirty of the prisoners work at a battery six miles 
from town, on Sullivan's Island, at the mouth of the har- 
bour. I did myself the honour of going down as a volun- 
teer with the detachment. Here I got acquainted with 
several of the insurgents, who were plain, honest, sensible 
fellows ; and as I assumed no character above a digger or 
spadesman, in which, without vanity, I excelled the whole 
corps, they looked upon me as their brother, and heard me 
gladly. I gave them a full and proper account of every 
thing concerning the ground of the war. This, with three 
or four gallons of rum, was of infinite service to our cause. 

The reason of deferring the battery on Sullivan's Island 
was the Tatnar and Cherokee, sloops-of-war, lay close along- 
side of this Island, which was made a den for runaway 
slaves, who were encouraged and protected by the people 
belonging to the ships. The departure of them, occasion- 
ed by want of provisions, which we refused to supply them 
with, the moment we had it in our power to prevent them 
from plundering, gave us an opportunity of fortifying the 
Island. I went twice down, and worked the first time 
three, and the second two days, the only volunteer. The 
ships were but a few days gone, when three others sent 
from England, appeared off our bar, the Syren, of twenty- 
eight, Raven, of twenty guns, and a transport. They 
several times attempted coming in, but the wind for three 
or four days prevented them. One of our pilot boats fired 
upon their barge, which was several times returned without 
damage. They at last sailed for Georgia, where they and 
the other men-of-war are now striving to procure provi- 
sions, after which we expect a visit from them, and are 
pretty well prepared. We have above one hundred heavy 
cannon mounted for the defence of the town and harbour, 
and the Militia from all parts are marching into town. 

Upon the return of the Georgia Delegates, the Sons of 
Liberty assembled, unrigged all the vessels that were ready 
to sail for England, set up a Liberty Pole, seized upon the 
persons of the Governour and Council, and sent to us for 
two hundred men. Some Tories there are striving to brino- 
on an Indian war, and recruiting for Government in the 
back parts of that Province. 

The town is surrounded with seven batteries, two on 
James's Island, viz : Fort Johnston of twenty, and a new 
one of eleven guns ; and two on Sullivan's Island, one of 
twelve, and another of four guns ; so that we can rake the 
whole harbour from the bar. But I suppose this is nothing 
to what your Council of Safety has done for the defence of 
Philadelphia, which is so easily defended on account of the 
length of your river. You must be impregnable by this 
time. You are happy, my dear friend, in not being ex- 
posed to the more than diabolical machinations of Govern- 
ment tools, and the dread of insurrections from your Slaves. 
Hell would be ashamed of such mean and more than bru- 
tal attempts to destroy us, and the Devil would blush at 
the impudence of the man who would have ihe effrontery 
to recommend a re-union with so barbarous a Government. 



WILLIAM SPEAR TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER. 

Baltimore, February 7, 1776. 

Sir: Enclosed you have invoice of the osnaburghs you 
directed me to keep for you, which I have readv to deli- 
ver to your order. By the enclosed account, it appears 
there is a balance in my favour of one hundred and sixty- 
eight pounds, twelve shillings and two pence, which sum 
please to give the bearer, Mr. Cummings, an order on the 
Treasurer for, and oblige, sir, your obedient, humble ser- 
vant, William Spear. 
To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer. 
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P. S. There is accounts come to Philadelphia From the 
West-Indies, that there is a number of our vessels seized. 
Mr. Neill's schooner from this place is said to be one of 
that number. I tremble for such vessels as is destined for 
St. Eustatia and Mariinico, on account of their vicinity 
with St. Christopher and Dominico. If you should have 
any thing to add to my captain's orders, I will attend you 
with him. The time of his sailing is very uncertain, as our 
navigation is entirely stopped by the ice. 

William Spear. 

philadelphia committee to maryland committee of 

SAFETY. 
In Committee of Safety, February 7, 1776. 

Gentlemen : The manufacturing of Saltpetre, so pecu- 
liarly favoured by the great quantities of nitre with which 
the earth in and about tobacco houses and works is so plen- 
tifully impregnated, is a subject too plainly pointed out by 
this circumstance, that we should deem it impertinent to 
hint the necessity of increasing so important an article to 
our Southern brethren, so distinguished for their zeal in the 
opposition to the unjust encroachments on our liberties, but 
that we fear the vigorous endeavours for the increase of 
Saltpetre through this city and Province may encourage an 
undue dependance on this or any other Colony, which has 
erected Publick Works, to the injury of the publick cause ; 
and desirous to diffuse the spirit of making so necessary 
and profitable an article, permit us to offer you our service 
in instructing any persons, at our Publick Works in this city, 
that you or any Committee through your Province may 
recommend to us for that purpose, whereby the knowledge 
of this so necessary branch may be spread through your 
Colony. 

We are, gentlemen, your obedient and very humble 
servants, 

By order of the Committee : 

John Nixon, Chairman. 

To the Committee of Safety, Maryland. 



AMOS WILKINSON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia Barracks, February 7, 1776. 

Sir : In consequence of your orders to the commanding 
officer of this garrison, 1 was ordered, with a party of men, 
to convey General Prescott from the jail of this city to 
some private lodgings, which orders I accordingly executed 
to the best of my abilities, and had him lodged this night 
at Smith's tavern. Nothing material occurred to the guard 
until about twelve o'clock the same night, when a certain 
Air. Richeson, (one of the British prisoners,) came in 
the guard-room, at Mr. Smith's, and tantalized the guard, 
in the following manner: Pray, gentlemen, what are you 
bearing arms for ? The Sergeant of the guard made an- 
swer, To defend our rights and properties. Mr. Richeson 
then said, What do you think of getting a good whipping 
in the Spring? The Sergeant made answer, He supposed 
they would, if it laid in their power to give it. Before 
the discourse between them, I laid down by the stove, 
and took no notice of him, the said Richeson. until he 
showed a quantity of gold to the men, and said, Here is the 
right coin, damn your Continental money, and the first 
promoters of it ; or words to that effect. With that, I 
jumped up, seized hold of him, and pitched him out of 
the room, and ordered him to be taken to his room. He 
immediately after sent me word by the Sergeant, that he 
was a gentleman, and expected 1 would show myself as one, 
by calling on him in the morning, and give him satisfaction. 
Accordingly, I waited on him, (first sending him word by 
the landlord, I should wait on him, with either a good horse- 
whip or ratan,) with a whip, but on my entering his room, 
he immediately asked my pardon, and begged 1 would take 
no notice of what had passed, as he had been in liquor. 
Amos Wilkinson. Lieutenant. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



to the people in general. 

Philadelphia, February 7, 1776. 

When the Prophet Samuel was sent to Bethlehem to 
anoint a King out of the house of Jesse, and had the 



eldest son of the family brought before him, his lofty sta- 
ture and goodly appearance made the Prophet: cry out, 
"Surely the Lord's anointed is before him." But he 
received this gentle reproof from his Divine conductor: 
" Look not on his countenance, nor on the height of his 
stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord seeth 
not as man seeth, for man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." 

Were man to set about the destruction or dissolution of 
a great empire, he would begin with making choice of one 
of the mightiest Powers upon earth to effect it. Then vast 
warlike preparations would succeed ; nor would he enter 
upon the grand design until his armies were so numerous, 
and his instruments of war so terrible and destructive, that 
they might well be styled the Invincible. All would now 
begin to move, and the whole world would tremble at hi3 
approach ; but a few months would convince him that 
without God he could do nothing. On the other hand, he 
who sets up and pulls down, confines, or extends empires 
at his pleasure, generally, if not always, carries on his great 
work with instruments apparently unfit for the great pur- 
pose, but which in his hands are always effectual. By this 
means the part he takes appears visible, and the glory of 
success is given to whom it is due. 

It always gives me sensible delight when I see publick 
calamities affect mankind with a sense of religion, and 
earnest desire of reformation ; and I most heartily concur 
in sentiment with the Representatives of a certain people 
" that our minds ought to be affected with the most awful 
consideration of the dispensations of Divine Providence to 
mankind in general in former ages," that we know how to 
conduct ourselves in like circumstances, and avoid as much 
as possible the appearance of resisting the Divine Will, as 
publickly declared in His providential proceedings, lest we 
should be found to fight against God. 

The Assyrian, one of the first and greatest empires re- 
corded in antiquity, arose to such an height as nearly to 
command the then inhabited world; the consequence was 
that her rulers became corrupted and arbitrary, and forget- 
ting the Divine designs in appointing them, they forsook 
the paths of justice and equity, and looked upon their peo- 
ple as made for their pleasure. This brought down the 
Divine vengeance upon her, which was executed by the 
Medcs and Persians, two nations at that time of small con- 
sideration. On the ruins of the Assyrian arose the Per- 
sian empire, which grew to equal, if not superior height 
and iniquity. It too was destroyed by the Macedonians, 
a people of no political signification a few years before 
they were called by Divine Providence to effect this great 
work. The next great empire we read of was the Roman, 
which, having arrived at the height of luxury, pride, and 
arbitrariness, fell by the hands of savages, who to this day 
have scarcely any historical existence. The Turks and 
the Saracens, of all the people at that day the least in the 
opinions of mankind, divided the Eastern and Western 
Empire between them. Thus, most if not all of the great 
empires in the world have successively been overthrown by 
nations, which, in their time, were of no political conse- 
quence. And there are few if any examples of one great 
empire being employed in the overthrow of another. The 
contest between Rome and Carthage was that of two great 
cities aiming at universal dominion, neither having at that 
time arisen into empire. Thus deals the Divine Provi- 
dence, always taking steps which appear strange and won- 
derful, that the whole may bear the evident marks of his 
hand. 

To apply this to our present circumstances, and receive 
instruction thereby, let us take a view of the present state 
of Great Britain, and the conduct of Divine Providence 
towards this country, and it will enable us to discover the 
designs of Providence, and what measures we ought (o 
pursue, that we might effectually co-operate with the Divine 
intentions. 

It must be allowed by every one who has the least 
knowledge of the English nation, that there is no degree of 
vice, folly, or corruption, now wanting to fill up any mea- 
sure of iniquity necessary for the downfall of a state. From 
the King on the throne, to the meanest freeman in the na- 
tion, all is corrupt. The Crown, far from regarding ils 
duty in the political world, only uses the publick money to 
bribe the publick officer. The legislator grants the money 
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of. the people with a degree of cheerfulness proportioned 
to the prospect he has of handling it through the fingers of 
corruption. The freeman sells the importance he possesses 
in the state for the good of himself and his neighbours, for 
a belly full of porter, and gives his vote to the man, who by 
the largess he offers, shows he is the most unfit person in 
the nation to be possessed of the trust, Thus men, guilty 
of the worst of vices, possess the places of power and trust, 
which ought to be filled by none but those of the greatest 
integrity and virtue. And the consequence is, that the 
nation is ruled with a rod of iron, and there is no part of 
the empire free from oppression. Her princes are corrupt, 
her nobles degenerate, and the representatives of the peo- 
ple are bought and sold. The Government moves on the 
springs of iniquity, and the measure of their conduct is di- 
rected alone by their power of execution, and not by justice 
or equity ; so that it is, perhaps, impossible in all history, 
to produce a more complete state of corruption in Govern- 
ment. Omnia sunt venalia Romct, is nothing to this, for 
bribery is descended to the lowest dregs of the nation, and 
nothing is free from the touch of its pollution. The omni- 
potence of the Almighty is arrogated by men who rule with 
the tyranny of the Devil. This is Great Britain's true, but 
melancholy condition. The eye of partial affection may 
cast a veil over it; but ingenuity and candour will acknow- 
ledge the facts. Tell me, then, ye devotees of religion, 
jhe intentions of God to a nation like this, and point out 
the advantages of being reconciled to such a Government. 

Suffice this, for the present, on the part of the state of 
Great Britain. Now let us return to the conduct of Pro- 
vidence towards these Colonies. 

Shortly before the present contest began, the Divine 
counsel and wisdom permitted Great Britain and France 
to carry on a long and bloody war in this country, whereby 
the whole was reduced under the power of Great Britain, 
many of us were trained to arras, and all familiarized to a 
war at our doors, and taught to view, without dread or dis- 
may, the banners of hostility waving in the air. 

Through the course of this war, we gave such incontesti- 
ble proofs of our loyalty and affection, as drew from Great 
Britain the most unequivocal acknowledgments of the 
same, and having performed more than could be reasona- 
bly expected of us, she returned large sums which she then 
thought we had expended beyond our just proportion. In 
this situation of affairs, we had reason to expect that we 
should meet with nothing but the warmest return of grati- 
tude for our services. But they, who wasted that time 
and treasure in folly and dissipation, which ought to have 
been expended in acts of gratitude and praise for the un- 
merited favours of Heaven in the success of the war, would 
scarcely remember what they owed to their fellow-subjects. 
Accordingly, our limbs were scarcely rested from the toils 
we endured in her service, until we were called upon to 
exert ourselves against her oppressions. And for more 
than twelve years we have laboured by prayers, entreaties, 
non-importations, and every other peaceable mode of op- 
position to prevent her enslaving us; but all to no pupose. 
Our petitions from Assemblies and Congresses, from Towns 
and Provinces, and from separate and united bodies of men, 
were all of no avail. The King despised and rejected 
them: the Parliament treated them with contempt, and the 
people, disregarding the justice of them, moved not in our 
behalf. Thus after affectionately assisting Great Britain 
through a very bloody, dangerous, and expensive war, and 
after a twelve years' unsuccessful endeavour to remain re- 
conciled to her on principles of right, equity, liberty, and 
consanguinity, we are at last reduced to the necessity of 
becoming independent, and entering into a war with her 
to preserve our privileges. 

The American quit-rents can do little as yet, but in a 
few years they alone would provide the King with a fund 
sufficient to raise and support any army necessary to en- 
slave us, let us then be united to Britain on what princi- 
ples we please. We are at present such a numerous, so- 
ber, hardy, and industrious people, as in all ages have been 
the ablest to contend with, and most successful in opposing 
tyranny and oppression. How long we may remain so, is 
only known to the Deity. All parties, even the Ministry 
itself, agrees that we must one day become independent, 
and to become independent without a struggle for it, is ab- 
surd to imagine. We have now gone through the first 



year of the war, which may forever put a period to the 
contention. When we seriously consider the foregoing chain 
of events, and our present happy union, it is impossible to 
imagine a conjuncture more favourable to the independence 
of this country. Less than Divine wisdom could scarcely 
have fixed on a fitter occasion ; and I may defy any person 
to point out one link of the foregoing chain which can well 
be wanted at the lime an independency is to take place. 
Any one who considers these things attentively, and recol- 
lects how many opportunities she has had of setting every 
thing right at no greater expense than hearkening to our 
prayers, and repealing a few obnoxious acts, must believe, 
that the designs of Providence in this affair are not trivial. 
God, it is generally acknowledged, sends no extraordinary 
messenger on an ordinary errand. We may, therefore, 
safely believe, that all this is not for the breaking up of a 
junto, or gratifying the ambition of a Prince. No, brethren, 
it cannot be so. You will say it is a judgment of God 
upon us for our sins. Be it so. It is like all his other 
judgments sent upon a people which has not yet been in- 
corrigible. It is a judgment in mercy, which will leave us 
infinitely better than it found us, if we remain not invinci- 
bly attached to a people from whom we receive little be- 
sides the contagion of vice and folly, not to say slavery and 
oppression. 

The peace, happiness, and prosperity we once enjoyed 
in connection with her, is as small a proof of any obliga- 
tion we are under to seek a reconciliation, as an old friend- 
ship and correspondence would be, that we ought to seek 
a cell in Bedlam with an ancient acquaintance- Her own 
madness and folly have driven us from her, and God has 
mercifully secured our retreat. It would be rendering our- 
selves unworthy of His future protection to throw ourselves 
back upon her. She is not now what she was in those 
happy days of former connection, nor can we remain the 
happy people we then were, if we seek a reconciliation. 
Circumstances are materially altered. 

It need not be asked, Are we able to support the mea- 
sures which will secure independency? The answer is 
plain and easy. Though all the world may think we are 
not, yet, God, it appears, thinks otherwise. I say, God 
thinks otherwise, because every part of his providential 
proceedings justifies the thought. We may then know 
what part we ought to take. God does the work, but not 
without instruments, and they who are employed are deno- 
minated his servants; no king nor kingdom was ever de- 
stroyed by a miracle which effectually excluded the agency 
of second causes. Even Herod, himself, was devoured hy 
vermin. We may affect humility in refusing to be made 
the instruments of Divine vengeance, but the good servant 
will execute the will of his master. Samuel will slay 
Agag; Moses, Aaron, and Hur will pray in the mountain ; 
and Joshua will defeat the Canaanites. 

A Religious Politician. 



GENERAL LEE TO GOVERNOUR. TRUMBULL. 

Head-Quarters, New-York, February 7, 1776. 

Sir: The late resolve of the Continental Congress, put- 
ting every detachment of the Continental Army immedi- 
ately under the direction of the Provincial Congress or 
Committee of Safety where such detachment were to act, 
and of course the uncertainty of my being admitted into 
this city with the troops under my command, induced me 
to send Colonel Ward's Regiment to their respective 
homes, and thereby to save a very considerable immediate 
expense to your Colony, and ultimately to the whole United 
Colonies. Contrary to my expectations, we are not only 
admitted, but it is determined to take strong possession of 
the city as well as of its most important environs ; in short, 
to put the Province in such a situation as to render any at- 
tempts of the enemy to establish themselves in it ineffec- 
tual. For this purpose, some additional battalions are or- 
dered to be levied in this Province. But from the great 
scarcity of men, and greater of arms, I apprehend it will be 
a considerable time before they can be completed and 
equipped in such a manner as to form a corps in whom 
any great reliance can be placed ; the enemy may, perhaps, 
very soon appear, and we ought immediately to be ready 
to receive them. I could, therefore, sir, wish, that if Col- 
onel Ward's Regiment is not already disbanded, and your 
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Colony can spare them, that they may be immediately de- 
tached for this place; but if it is disbanded, that you would, 
if possible, send to this place a body of volunteers, equal 
in number to that regiment, completely armed and accou- 
tred. I am sensible, sir, that it must be extremely teazing 
both to the men ana 1 officers, to be thus eternally counter-or- 
dered, marching and counter-marching, but I hope they will 
do me the justice to attribute it, not to any indecision or 
uncertainty of mind in me, but to several whimsical circum- 
'starices in our situation, which cannot, at present, be ex- 
plained to them. 

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your Honour's most 

obedient, and very humble servant, r, T 

' ' ' Charles Lee. 

To His Honour Governour Trumbull. 

P. S..General Clinton arrived almost in the same instant 
witli myself. He has brought no men with him, at least 
that we can discover, and has given his word of honour that 
none are intended. Says that it is only a friendly visit to 
Mr. Try on. But the fact is, (I suppose,) he came only to 
reconnoitre whether the coast was clear, and his friends, 
the Tories, ready for his reception.* 

The gentlemen of the Committee of Safety of this city 
are with me this moment ; they entreat you would, without 
delay, forward and complete those powder mills which are 
now erecting, and as many others; as yon can possibly set on 
foot. I congratulate you on the arrival of sixty tons more 
of saltpetre. Thirty tons of powder, and thirteen hundred 
small arms at Philadelphia. Such an important acquisi- 
tion will, I hope, enable us to face our enemy on more 
equal terms. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read February 14, 1776. — Referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. J. Adams, and 
Mr. Chase.] 

Albany, February 7, 1776. 

Sir: Since my last to you, by Colonel Ritzema, Ma- 
jor Ogden is arrived from Quebeck with the enclosed to 
you from General Arnold. He also delivered me a letter 
from General Wooster, copy whereof, with copy of a re- 
turn of the military stores in Canada, I also enclose. 

By the return of the military stores, you will see how 
vastly deficient we are in almost every article, and how 
necessary it is that a supply should be sent. I have it not 
in my power to send any thing, for I have nothing. 

Mr. Trumbull's Deputy goes to Canada with what little 
money there is in chest. I have desired him to take all 
the money he can get in Canada, and draw upon his prin- 
cipal here ; a considerable sum I believe will be got in that 
way, as a number of merchants are gone with vast quanti- 
ties of West-India goods. I have encouraged them to bring 
blankets, and such things as our army may stand in need 
of, and that whatever might be wanted, would be pur- 
chased of them. 

By Colonel Hazen, I sent General Wooster a plan to 
officer the two regiments to be raised in Canada, and de- 
sired that he would send down recruiting officers. 

The Captains of the two Pennsylvania Companies have 
this moment informed me that their men are without mit- 
tens and moccasins. Of the latter, I have only been able 
to procure about one hundred and twenty pair ; of the for- 
mer I have none. I shall try to supply them somehow or 
other. I could wish that every Colony, in which troops 
are raised, supplied the men with all these necessaries. It 
caused a long detention here, and after all, they cannot be 
equipped as they should be. 

The troops in Canada will be in great want of shoes. 
Major Ogden informs me that none are to be had there, 

* New-York, February 7, 1776.— The town is in the greatest confu. 
sion. The Congress have recommended for the inhabitants to move 
out. The Mercury, man-of-war, has demanded three months' provision, 
which is refused. Lord Stirling came to town this morning with Jer- 
tey forces. 

The Governour sent for the Mayor, and desired him to assure the 
publick, that Genera] Clinton was only come to pay him a visit on his 
way, and that the troops should not land here ; nevertheless, it was 
thought necessary to keep a strict look out, for fear they should land 
by surprise; in consequence of which, half of our battalion kept guard 
all night, the other half the next, and the second battalion are doing 
the Bame. Nothing hostile has yet commenced, but God knows how 
soon it may. The ice obliges the ships to warp close to the wharf. This 
day the ice, in large cakes, were chock from side to side, and many 
people upon it. 



nor can I get any here. I have employed people to pur- 
chase what they can get. 

Be so good as to send up money, that the Connecticut 
troops may be paid. I have been under the necessity of 
allowing the pay from the places where they were dis- 
chaged until they got home, and for their subsistence on 
the way ; if I had not done this, the recruiting service 
would have gone on very tardily. 

The accounts of moneys advanced to any of the regi- 
ments for the Northern Army should be transmitted to the 
Deputy Paymaster-General as soon as the regiments march, 
otherwise the same confusion will take place that has dis- 
tressed us so much last year. 1 shall take the liberty to 
make this request to all the different Colonies. 

I am, sir, with the most respectful sentiments, your most 
obedient, and very humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO MATTHEW THORNTON. 

Cambridge, February 7, 1776". 

Sir: As you presided at the honourable Convention, 
when a complaint was made against Colonel John Stark, 
by his Excellency's command, I address myself to you 
upon that subject. A Court of Inquiry has been held, in 
the process of which Colonel Stark has seen that be was 
very blameable, and sent an acknowledgment of his fault iri 
writing, which I have the honour to enclose you. His 
Excellency wishes that this may prove satisfactory to the 
members of your honourable Congress, as the Colonel is a 
good officer, who understands and does his duty; but if 
you, and the gentlemen who have been ill treated upon 
this occasion, insist that he should be brought to a trial by 
Court-Martial, his Excellency will, on receipt of your an- 
swer to this, order one to try this affair; though, as I before 
mentioned, it would give his Excellency great satisfaction 
that it was made up in an amicable manner. 

1 have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
Stephen Moylan, P. T. S. 

To the Hon. Matthew Thornton, Esq., President, &c. 

Copy of the Paper, referred to in the above Letter, sent 
by Colonel Stark. 

Whereas, on the 30th day of December last, some per- 
sons belonging to my Regiment, without orders or warrant 
from me, for so doing, proceeded under arms from their 
barracks on Winter-Hill, to the lodging of Samuel Hobart, 
Esq., at Medford, and there assaulted and took him pri- 
soner, and brought him to my encampment at Winter-Hill, 
and I being at that time much perplexed with business, 
and not knowing the many aggravated circumstances at- 
tending said assaults, and not considering at that time the 
dangerous tendency of such an insult offered to him, while 
in the execution of his office, as Paymaster of the troops 
from the Colony of New-Hampshire, neglected to confine 
and punish those offenders, but being before wearied with 
their complaints for want of pay, and much perplexed with 
other business, hastily, and inconsiderately, threw out some 
warm and illiberal reflections upon some of the members 
of the Congress, in that Colony, for which I am sincerely 
sorry, and heartily ask their forgiveness, and beg leave to 
assure them that those reflections proceeded only from heat 
and passion, and not from any settled design to slander or 

defame them. T 

John otark. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES IN CON- 
GRESS.. 
[No. 9.] Annapolis, February 8, 1776. 

Gentlemen: Immediately on the receipt of Mr. Alex- 
ander's, of the 30th January, with the resolution of the 
Congress, we appointed gentlemen in each County of this 
Province, to collect all the gold and silver they could in 
their several Counties, the amount of which you shall be 
acquainted with as soon as we are informed of it by them. 
We have, also, received a letter from Messrs. Paca and 
Alexander, of the 2d of this month, and are sorry to find 
we are likely to be disappointed in our prospect of getting 
cannon from New- York or Philadelphia, as they 'are now 
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immediately wanted for carrying into execution the resolu- 
tion of the Convention for fortifying the city of Annapolis 
and Baltimore Town ; and as we are not certain whether 
Mr. Hughes (though he has already begun casting the 
nine-pounders with Fome success) may be able to comply 
with his contract for the heavy cannon with the Conven- 
tion in time, those purchased by Mr. Paca we intended 
for the ship Defence, which is getting ready with all pos- 
sible expedition. 

We are obliged to you for the attention you have given 
to our request, and the resolution of the Convention, rela- 
tive to the plates and paper for the new emission of paper 
currency, and should most readily conform to your advices, 
and agree to the striking the money at Philadelphia, by 
the persons you mention, but we think ourselves, in that 
particular, tied up by the resolve of the Convention, which 
requires that " the bills he printed and struck under the 
direction of two freemen of this Province, to be appointed 
as supervisors, by the Council of Safety, who are to receive 
twenty shillings per day ;" and it would be difficult to get 
two that would attend at Philadelphia during the time of 
printing. 

We have been long in expectation of receiving the pow- 
der from Messrs. Willing and Morris, which they engaged 
to supply us with, and for which the money was lodged in 
their hands, but have not, as yet, been favoured by them 
with any thing on that head. We need not acquaint 
you that it is an article we stand much in need of, and 
that the Convention, to relieve our present necessity, had 
agreed to take five tons of that made at Philadelphia from 
the saltpetre lately imported, in part of what we were to 
have had from those gentlemen. We shall be obliged if 
you will know of them when we may expect the five tons, 
and what prospect they have of procuring the rest contract- 
ed for by them, and favour us with their answer. 

While the Convention was sitting, Mr. Samuel Purvi- 
ance sent down two depositions, to the purpose of what you 
mention in your last. The subject was considered by the 
Convention, and it was resolved that no further notice 
should be taken of the affair, and that the proceeding 
should be kept secret. We suppose the two depositions 
sent you by Mr. Purviance are in substance the same, and 
we cannot but think it extraordinary that he should pre- 
sume to trouble you with a matter that had been agitated 
and settled in Convention. If it be not too much trouble, 
we request you will send us copies of them, and a copy 
of his letter enclosing them to you. We are, &tc, 

To the Deputies of Maryland, in Congress. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO VIRGINIA COMMITTEE 

OF SAFETY. 
[No. 10.] Annapolis, February 8, 1776. 

Gentlemen : We are much obliged by your favour of 
the 27th ultimo, and shall most cheerfully co-operate with 
you in every measure that may contribute to our mutual 
defence against the invaders of our reciprocal rights, that 
may be in our power ; and shall also be happy in keeping 
up a constant, intimate correspondence, which our common 
cause at this time renders necessary. 

Our inexperience in naval preparations prevents us, at 
present, from either approving or disapproving your plan 
of row-galleys for the protection of Potomaclc River. We 
have a ship, which we call The Defence, that mounts 
twenty-two six-pounders, besides swivels, and will be ready 
to proceed to her station by the 1st of March. She will 
cruise in the Bay, and, as occasion may require, proceed 
up Potomack; and .the Captain shall have orders to con- 
tribute every thing in his power to the common defence, 
on all occasions. The powder necessary for this ship, and 
for fortifications which we are building, will diminish our 
stock so much as to prevent us from attempting an increase 
of our marine, till we receive a supply of that necessary 
article, more than sufficient for our troops and Militia, on 
whom we chiefly rely for protection ; and when this hap- 
pens we shall advise you of it. 

We have adventured very extensively to procure arms 
and ammunition, but are fearful, from the advices that we 
have lately received, our endeavours will not be attended 
with the success we wished, and had reason to hope for. 
We are, he. 



Committee-Chamber, New-York, February 8, 1776. 
To the Inhabitants of the neighbouring Counties and Co- 
lonies: 

In the course of Divine Providence, (to whose righteous 
dispensations it becomes us at all times to submit,) this 
city is now become a scene of confusion and distress, oc- 
casioned by an apprehension that unmerited hostilities will 
shortly be commenced by the ships-of-war lying in this 
harbour. Under the influence of this belief, many of our 
poor are abandoning their habitations, and flying for pro- 
tection into the arms of their brethren in the neighbouring 
Counties and Provinces. This Committee, therefore, ear- 
nestly entreat all those among whom such poor may come, 
to exercise great kindness and lenity towards them, by 
furnishing them with habitations, and other necessaries of 
life for their present subsistence, on the easiest terms, and 
accommodating them in any other way which their duty 
to the poor, as Christians, may direct. 

By order of the Committee : 

Henry Rehsen, Chairman,. ' 



COLONEL WAYNE TO JOHN MORTON. 

Philadelphia, February 8, I7Y6. 

Sir: IVhen I intimated to Congress that quarters could 
be had for one battalion in the vicinity of Chester, my idea 
was that empty houses, stores, fee, might be procured by 
way of barracks for the troops; and as I understand the 
Congress have resolved that we shall be stationed until fur- 
ther orders, I must request that you would appoint some 
proper person, or persons, for that purpose, as well as for 
providing provisions, firing, &c. 

Several of the companies are to rendezvous at Chester 
to-morrow, and the whole in the course of three or four 
days. Pray let something be immediately done in the 
premises ; otherwise we shall be in the utmost confusion. 

Interim, I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Anthony Wayne. 
To John Morton, Esq. 

P. S. I have summoned the Committee of Chester 
County to meet on Monday next. If the Congress should 
be of opinion that we should apply to the inhabitants for 
blankets, in the manner that the Committee of the city and 
Liberties have done, this affords a favourable opportunity 
for the purpose. 

A resolve of Congress, requiring the several Committees 
of Inspection to assist in apprehending deserters, will be of 
the utmost utility, as the Tories will conceal them. 



MAJOR CONNOLLY TO PRESIDENT HAXCOCK. 

Philadelphia, February 8, 1776. 
Gentlemen: I have for some time past been indulged 
with the privilege of walking in the jail, for the benefit of 
the air, and flattered myself that such enlargement would 
tend to facilitate my recovery ; but, unhappily, find myself 
disappointed, My infirm state of health, and present con- 
dition, cannot fail to touch the humanity of every feeling 
individual ; and, in whatever light I may appear as an 
enemy, yet my distress as a prisoner, aggravated by the 
cruel addition of pining sickness, must command the atten- 
tion of every generous heart. 

My difference in political opinion, and the causes insti- 
gating me to action, however criminal they may appear, 
I can, with the integrity of a man of honour, assert, arose 
from a sense of duty and gratitude too powerful to becom- 
batted by any contrary arguments. 

I have now languished near four months in close con- 
finement, and my physician has even given over his visits, 
as ineffectual towards my recovery, without exercise in the 
open air. I shall not presume to dictate to you, gentle- 
men, but cannot avoid intimating that my treatment ap- 
pears particularly severe. Conscious of unblemished ho- 
nour, where the security of my person is demanded, my 
sensibility is deeply wounded to find you prefer the strength 
of a jail to effect that purpose. Political reasons may urge 
this severity ; but permit me to assure you that, whatever 
may be your determination with regard to me hereafter, I 
shall be equally ready to obey your summons, if enlarged 
upon parole, as immured within these walls. 

If you will be good enough to allow me to attend my 
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brother into the country, for the benefit of health, and pre- 
scribe such bounds as you may judge proper, my honour 
shall inviolably determine me to pursue your directions. 
However different we are in sentiments, there remains no 
doubt of the sincerity of his political professions ; and, 
therefore, in the hands of such a person, who will become 
responsible for my appearance, whenever demanded, my 
person will be perfectly at your disposal. 

Whether I am to be admitted to the chance of recover- 
ing my health, or sentenced to drag on a miserable existence 
(possibly) for a few weeks longer, is what I flatter myself 
you will be kind enough speedily to determine upon. 

I am, gentlemen, respectfully, your most obedient, hum- 

ble servant > John Connolly. 

To the Honourable President of Congress. 



under an obstinate nervous disorder, for which there is no 
remedy equal to fresh air and gentle exercise. As a citi- 
zen of America, I view his conduct with horror, and can 
foresee many dangerous consequences upon his enlarge- 
ment upon his parole, but, as a physician, I should be want- 
ing in my duty, if 1 did not declare that some mitigation of 
his sentence is absolutely necessary for the recovery of his 
health ; this, I believe, may be effected by granting him the 
liberty of walking for an hour or two every day through 
the prison entry or yard. 

You may read the above declaration, if it should be ne- 
cessary, in the Congress. 

I am, dear sir, yours, most affectionately, 

Benjamin Rush. 

To Colonel Wilson, or, in his absence, to Mr. Penn, of 

Congress. 



Monday, 9_th. I visited Major Connolly yesterday, and 
found him still so much disordered, that I fear nothing 
will effectually cure him, but such exercise as cannot easily 
be had within the enclosure of the jail. Riding on horse- 
back, I believe, is the only remedy that will remove the 
cause of his disorder, which is occasioned entirely by a 
relaxation of his nerves. ^y r ush _ 

Connolly's Application to Congress, 1776. 

Gentlemen: The low state of my health, added to the 
most rigorous confinement, urges me to write to the Com- 
mittee of Safety, requesting an enlargement, on such ho- 
nourable terms as they might conclude adequate to my 
circumstances. 

A prejudice, universal as it is groundless, seems to have 
rendered me particularly odious to my countrymen; con- 
ceiving that 1 was to have been the base instrument of 
instigating the Savages to desolate the frontiers, to sacrifice 
the defenceless women and children, and to introduce the 
utmost scene of calamity and distress, appears to render 
my situation peculiarly severe. But, when I assure you 
that a design so inhuman never entered my breast, and that 
no earthly consideration could ever induce me to promote so 
dishonourable and inglorious a proceeding, I flatter myself 
I shall gain your credit. 

At the;,same time that justice to myself calls upon me to 
make this declaration, I am in honour, also, to acquaint 
you, that in discharge of the trust reposed in me, 1 should 
most ardently have exerted every ability consistent with 
humanity and the law of arms. The peculiarly delicate 
ground on which I stood at the commencement of this un- 
happy dispute, the infinite obligations I owed to his Excel- 
lency Lord Dunmore, and a perfect conviction of acting 
with becoming propriety, determined my conduct. I can- 
not imagine that gentlemen of your education and uncon- 
fined ideas would even wish to punish a man whose actions 
originated from the warmest gratitude and a sense of ho- 
nour. 

Sequestered from the world, and borne down with infirm- 
ity of body, I entreat you to alleviate my distress, by an 
enlargement from this severe confinement, so destructive to 
health, and my honour shall inevitably bind me to pur- 
sue such orders as you may think necessary to direct, until 
this calamitous contest subsides, or until 1 may be ex- 
changed by mutual consent. 

1 am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, 

John Connolly. 

Cameron's Application to Congress. 

Philadelphia Jail, February 7, 1776. 

Mr. Cameron would be glad to acquaint the gentlemen 
of the Congress, that he was lately brought before the 
Committee, who referred him to the Congress for obtaining 
parole; in the hope that the gentlemen of the Congress will 
believe he acted from principle, and grant him the same 
enlargement they have given others of His Majesty's offi- 
cers, and on such honourable terms, he will engage to be 
equally bound. 

Thursday, February 8, 1776. 

Dear Sir: 1 have visited Doctor Connolly, by order of 
the Committee of Safety, and have found that he labours 



SAMUEL AVERY TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS, 

New- York, February 8, 1776. 

Gentlemen: The dispute between the mother country 
(or rather, the Ministry,) and these devoted Colonies, has 
arisen to such a height of desperation, that I conceive every 
person is loudly called upon to stand forth and exert them- 
selves in the defence of their country, and the general 
cause of mankind. 

And, having understood that there are four battalions to 
be immediately raised in this Province, to act as occasion 
may require, for the general safety and preservation of the 
United Colonies, and being desirous to join with my friends, 
brethren, and fellow-countrymen, in the defence of the li- 
berties and privileges of this once happy land, on which I 
conceive much depends — the fate of our once boasted 
Constitution and the English empire: therefore, when an 
arrangement of officers for the aforesaid battalions shall be 
made by your honourable House, I should be glad to be 
appointed a Lieutenant-Colonel of one of those battalions, 
if you shall judge me a fit person for the office. You may 
be assured I do not want zeal in the cause of the Colonies, 
and I flatter myself I do not want capacity, but for courage, 
which is a very material matter, 1 cannot promise, but am 
willing to try. 

I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most 
obedient, and very humble servant, 

Samuel Avery. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Pro- 
vince of Neiv- York. 



recommendation for appointments. 

New-York, February 8, 1776. 
Messrs. John Wiley, John Van Winkle, John Sanford, 
and James Barrett, all of the Second Independent Battalion, 
represent that they are desirous to enter the Continental ser- 
vice, provided they are appointed to one company, which 
we will engage to raise. 

Mr. Witty is a Lieutenant, the others Sergeants, and in 
their several stations they have discovered military abilities, 
zeal for the cause of liberty, and on every occasion such 
prudent and becoming conduct, as justifies our recommend- 
ing them according to the above request; and we are of 
opinion that, if the Congress think proper to employ them, 
they will render ample satisfaction. 

William Heyer, Colonel. 
Christopher Bancker, Lieut. Colonel, 
William Malcom, Major, 2d Battalion. 
Isaac Stoutenbergh, 2d Major, 2d Bait. 
George Lindsay, Captain. 

Jonathan Blake, } T ■ . . 
T c, ' y Lieutenants. 

John otagg, ) 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress, or whom it 
may concern. 

to the army of the united states. 

Cambridge, February 8, 1776. 
My Dear Countrymen : When I address myself to so 
deserving a part of the community as 1 esteem you to be, 
who have generously offered yourselves, at your country's 
call, to defend, at every hazard, her dearest privileges; 
when I consider that many of you have exchanged com- 
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fortable livings and very valuable enjoyments of domestick 
life, for the hardships of a Winter's campaign, that your 
brethren at home might dwell safely, and have none to 
make them afraid. I feel towards you the most grateful 
sentiments ; and I should think myself happy if one, whose 
purse can do but little to reward you, might contribute in 
some other way to your encouragement. 

Give me leave, in the first place, to congratulate you on 
the dignity of the cause in which you are acting. Between 
you and those you contend with, there is, in this respect, 
an infinite difference. Unhappy troops of Britain! In 
better days they were a protection to the oppressed ; they 
were employed with honour in resisting the attempts of 
lawless ambition. The world saw and acknowledged their 
superior merit, and faithful history recorded their glorious 
deeds. But modern councils, that have turned all things 
out of course, have found other employment for a British 
soldiery; and who does not pity their disgraceful destina- 
tion ? To be the supporters of as unprovoked and as arbi- 
trary a system of domination as has been heard of in any 
country; to be the executioners of the unmanly rage of a 
most abandoned Administration ; to plunder the property, 
burn and destroy the dwellings, and attempt the ruin of as 
deserving a set of Colonists as any nation ever was con- 
cerned will) ; and who, God knows, would have been as 
peaceable, had they been well treated. 

You, my countrymen, have taken a part that is worthy 
of you, arid which Heaven itself must approve. If ever 
men had just cause for taking up arms, you have. The 
unjust claims of Britain; the unlimited submission de- 
manded of the Colonists, which would have left them 
nothing they could call their own; the intemperate and 
merciless regulations made to bring you to submission ; the 
inefficacy of peaceable measures taken on our part; the 
long patience of the Colonists when insulted by little hand- 
fuls of British troops, stationed among them ; and the ad- 
vantage which has been basely taken of that patience, (of 
which the strong garrison at Boston, and the sufferings of 
its worthy inhabitants, are a standing monument.) In fine, 
the haughty contempt with which the united and respect- 
ful petitions of so many respectable States, asking for peace, 
liberty, and safety, have been treated ; and the unrelent- 
ing rage with which the sword of Britain, already bathed 
in the blood of our countrymen, is still brandished ; leav- 
ing us no alternative between the most abject submission, 
and a resolute resistance. These things being all before 
you, you could not but judge, that duty to God and to all 
posterity ought to determine us for resistance at all events ; 
and a review of the just and important reasons for such re- 
sistance must give you an inward satisfaction in the part 
you are acting which your enemies cannot have, and such 
courage, one would think, as a bad cause never did and 
never can inspire. 

This infinite difference between your cause and that of 
your enemies, in the grand point, infers most interesting 
consequences, which I could wish every American Soldier 
to be often refreshing his mind with ; it would alleviate 
every hardship ; it would strengthen you when you are 
weary, and give vigour to all your exertions. One is, that 
while on their side the condition of the highest officer is 
disgraceful, and the more, if he is a volunteer in the ser- 
vice ; on your part, the station of a private soldier is a post 
of honour; the more so, by how much more freely he has 
offered himself; more still, if he has many a hardship to un- 
dergo, and is often destined to the post of danger. For my 
own part, when I consider the super-eminent dignity of this 
cause, I almost envy the very least of you his honourable 
station, and those glorious hardships and perils in which 
the duty of a different department forbids me to take part 
with you ; and doubt not the day will come when many a 
gentleman will think himself unhappy that he was not with 
you, and many a rising youth shall tell, with conscious 
pride, that his father was in the Continental Army. 

In this cause every brave man may appear with advan- 
tage; which is another mighty difference in your favour. 
Those who act in a bad cause, either do it wilfully or ig- 
norantly, or else they act by constraint against the sense of 
their own minds. In the first case they must be actuated 
by base passions, which will naturally carry them into a 
disgraceful conduct. In the second, they must be under 
the power of prejudices which contract the soul, and render 
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them incapable of appearing like men. In the last case, 
whatever they are, they must have foolish and dastardly 
feelings, and those who cannot pity, will laugh at them. . 
The cause you are engaged in gives full room for the 
display of the best human qualities, and naturally awakens 
them into exercise. It inspires a dignity of sentiment, a, 
generous zeal for the rights of mankind, a noble ardour of 
compassion for the oppressed, and indignation against ty- 
ranny. Hence will proceed the best of courage, self-de- 
nial, patience, perseverance, indifference to rank, andhigh 
pay, and all the virtues that adorn the character of a sol- 
dier. One of the best wishes I can form in your favour is, 
that you may be inspired with sentiments that are answer- 
able to so great and good a service. But what is more than 
all, in this cause you may, with a clear conscience, look to 
Heaven to protect and prosper you. Reduced, as this 
country is, to the hard necessity of either taking up arms, 
or of surrendering life, liberty, and every valuable privilege 
into arbitrary hands, the resistance we are now making is 
not only justifiable, but must be considered as an indispen- 
sable duty, to which Heaven itself calls us. It is, there- 
fore, no enthusiasm to hope, that Heaven will be pleased 
to favour it; whereas, on the other side, it would be even 
impious to ask the Divine aid. Think of this, and pity 
your enemies: nor let the dread of them disturb you, 
though you should be called to attack them in the strongest 
of their holds. Nor envy them their boasted skill, nor all 
their apparatus for the war : it is all they have to depend on. 
But the young warrior, who could say to his boastful foe, 
':' Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and 
with a shield ; but I come to thee in the name of the Lord 
of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel," I Sarn. xvii, 
45; he, doubtless, had the advantage, though his furniture 
for the combat was not so showy ; and this advantage, ye 
dear Americans — if ye will but avail yourselves of it— this 
advantage is yours. X. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, February 8, 177G. 
Sir: I last night received intelligence of the arrival of 
some powder in your Colony, by the sloop Maccaroni, and 
the report is that she brought arms too. As my last letters 
from Philadelphia do not promise me an immediate supply 
of these necessaries, and as the exigency of this Army at 
this particular crisis calls for much more than what we 
have, I beg the favour of you to interest yourself that 
they may be sent to this camp as expeditiously as possible. 
If they belong to the Colony, 1 will take them on the Con- . 
tinent's account, and pay for them, or replace the powder 
if that shall be thought more advisable, as soon as I have 
an opportunity of doing it, which 1 hope will not be long. 
If to private gentlemen, I shall be much obliged by your 
friendly exertions, that I may have it. I should not have 
made this application did not the state of our affairs at this 
time require all that can be collected. Not doubting of your 
best endeavours that my requisition may be complied with, 
I am, sir, with much esteem, &c, 

George Washington. 
To the Honourable Governour Trumbull. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, February 8, 177G. 

Sir: I received your favours of the 2d and 5th instant, 
and agreeable to your request have ordered payment of the 
balance of the expenses attending the journey of the two 
French gentlemen to Philadelphia, to be made William 
Bacon, post-rider, for your use, which I hope will come 
safe to hand. 

I am happy to hear of your having received twelve thou- 
sand five hundred dollars from Congress for the troops going 
upon the Canada expedition, and heartily wish that no 
other difficulties may occur to impede their march, and 
prevent their giving early and timely succour to our friends 
there, which they certainly stand in great need of. 

As to replacing the money advanced by your Colony to 
the regiments which served the last campaign, it is not in 
my power. It is what I did not expect, and, therefore, 
have made no provision'for it. I should have paid them 
in the same manner I did others, had I not been prevent- 
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ed by the Colonels, who expressed their inclination to re- 
ceive the whole at one time, after the expiration of the 
service, and on their return home. This being the case, I 
always imagined that the sura advanced by you would be 
taken in, when Congress came to form a general account 
against the Colonies, and be applied to your credit, which 
1 presume they will shortly do, as I have wrote to them, 
and pointed out the necessity of having all the accounts, 
respecting this Army, adjusted and liquidated at proper pe- 
riods. Had I conceived that this application for repayment 
would have been made to me, I should certainly have 
included the sum advanced by you in my estimates, and 
taken care to have had a sufficiency of money to discharge 
it ; but as I did not, I am unprovided, and have not more 
than will answer the claims I was apprized of antecedent 
to the last day of December. They are large and nume- 
rous, and in a few days will drain our Treasury of every 
shilling now in it. I am exceedingly sorry that matters 
should be so circumstanced as to give you the least disap- 
pointment or trouble, but I doubt not Congress, upon your 
application, will refund what you have advanced, or settle 
in such a way as shall be perfectly agreeable to you. 

I shall take care to have the three battalions of Militia 
paid, which are coming here for the defence of our lines, in 
the same manner that the rest are, when the time of their 
engagement expires. They certainly might have come 
thus far without the advance you have been obliged to 
give. 

Having lately examined into the state of our powder, 
and finding the deficiency to be much greater than what I 
had any idea of, and hearing that the Militia from your 
Colony, and I fear from the others too, are coming without 
any, or with but very little, I cannot but confess my 
anxiety and concern to be very great. 1, therefore, again 
repeat the request I made this morning, and beg and en- 
treat your most strenuous and friendly exertions to procure 
what we are told is imported, or such part as you possibly 
can, and send it to me with the utmost expedition. I am 
already much alarmed on account of the scarcity, and the 
Militia coming in without a proper supply, fills me with ap- 
prehensions of the most disagreeable nature. This I would 
mention in confidence, as it might give great uneasiness ir 
it was generally known. And trusting that nothing in your 
power will be wanting to relieve us at this alarming and 
important crisis, I am, &c. 



George Washington. 



To Governour Trumbull. 



JAMES SULLIVAN TO THE COUNCIL OP MASSACHUSETTS. 

Biddeford, February 8, 1776. 
Sir : The resolve of Court for reinforcing General Wash- 
ington's Army with four thousand three hundred and se- 
venty-eight men, was sent me on the 29th ultimo, accom- 
panied by a letter from Colonel gayer, Chairman of the 
Committee of the County of York, wherein he gave me 
notice that he and Major Goodwin had ordered that I 
should assist in raising and forming those in the towns of 
Biddeford, Buxton, Arundel, and Pepperelborough. I 
then thought, as so many were already gone in the service, 
and as three of these towns were on the sea-shore, the 
raising them would be impracticable. However, I have 
accomplished it, and, after giving Colonel Sayer notice, to 
the intent that Wells might join us, this day called the men 
together to choose their officers, and march to Head-Quar- 
ters ; and while waiting for Wells, the people have received 
advice from Colonel Sayer, that he and Major Goodwin 
had agreed that the four towns before mentioned should 
join with York, and make up a company, and that Wells 
should have one of their own — have four officers and nine- 
ty men instead of thirty-five, while five towns in the County 
should be but equal to Wells in privileges in this matter. Our 
people living remote from, and being unacquainted with 
York, and humbly conceiving, notwithstanding the wise 
determination of the Committee for that County, that four 
towns might presume to hope for privileges equal to the 
town of Wells, filled up the company, excepting a few, 
who will be inlisted to-morrow, and have chosen for their 
Captain, John Elder, who has been at the head of the 
Militia in Buxton seven years, Amos Towns, of Arundel, 
and Samuel Scammon,of Pepperelborough, for their Lieu- 



tenants, and Jeremy Cale, of Biddeford, for their Ensign, 
and they to-morrow lead off a company of brave men, 
with good fire-arms. These officers are men of repute 
and estate, and go in reliance of being commissionated by 
the honourable Board. 

Your humble servant, James Sullivan. 

To Perez Morton, Esq., Deputy-Secretary. — To be com- 
municated to the honourable Board. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT 
HANCOCK. 
[Read March 4, 1776.] 

Exeter, February 8, 1775. : 
Sir: Before the reception of your letters of the 12th 
and 20th of January, an account of the. unfortunate affair 
at Quebeck came to hand, with a requisition from his Ex- 
cellency General Washington, for this Colony to raise a 
regiment, for that service, which was immediately attended 
to, the Field-Officers appointed, and orders for inlisting 
the men given out. As so great a proportion of the men in 
the eastern, and the middle part of the Colony, were en- 
gaged at the grand Army, and to guard our sea-coast, it; 
was judged best to endeavour the raising this^oa the west- 
ern frontiers, and every thing that was thought expedient 
had been done to forward the purpose. 

We hear some companies have marched, and expect the 
whole battalion, consisting of the number desired, will fol- 
low them in a few days. Before our design of raising this 
regiment was known in the western parts, upwards of one 
hundred men from this Colony had inlisted under officers 
appointed by Colonel Warner, of the Green-Mountain 
Boys, and marched, and are, we suppose, before this time 
at Qnebeck. 

By order of the Committee. 
I have the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant, 
Meshech Weare, Chairman. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

Qolony of New-Hampshire to the Honourable. Congress 

of the United Colonies of North America. 
The Council and Assembly of said Colony of New-Hamp- 
shire, humbly shew: 

That, by reason of the vicinity of the port of Boston 
(the general rendezvous of our enemies) to this Colony, 
and their men-of-war often hovering around our harbour, 
have been, ever since the destruction of Falmouth, kept in 
continual alarms, which hath occasioned a, prodigious ex- 
pense in erecting fortifications, and keeping a large body of 
men in pay to guard our sea-coast and Metropolis, (some 
part of the time upwards of fourteen hundred ;) being sen- 
sible our enemies have a particular view in getting posses- 
sion of our harbour, as it is very commodious for their 
shipping, and, if once in their possession, will prove of the 
greatest consequence to them in annoying the Eastern 
country ; and this Colony ever dependant on the more 
Southern ones for a considerable part of their bread, and 
in shipping off lumber to raise money to pay therefor, are 
now very much distressed : Wherefore, as you have been 
pleased to order several battalions to defend our sister Co- 
lonies, we humbly pray you would direct so many men to 
be raised for our defence as you, in your wisdom, shall see 
fit. And we shall ever pray, fcc. 

By order of the Council and Assembly : 

Meshech Weare, President of the Council. 

Exeter, February 8, 1776. 



SAILING OF THE FIRST AMERICAN FLEET. 

Newborn, North-Carolina, February 9, 1776. 
By a gentleman from Philadelphia, we have received 
the pleasing account of the actual sailing from that place 
of the first American fleet that ever swelled their sails on 
the Western Ocean, in defence of the rights and liberties 
of the people of these Colonies, now suffering under the 
persecuting rod of the British Ministry, and their more 
than brutish tyrants in America. This fleet consists of five 
sail, fitted out from Philadelphia, which are to be joined 
at the Capes of Virginia by two ships more fron\iV/ary- 
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land, and is commanded by Admiral Hopkins, a most 
experienced and venerable sea-captain. The Admiral's 
sbip is called the Columbus, after Christopher Columbus, 
the renowned discoverer of this Western world, and mounts 
thirty-six guns, twelve and nine-pounders, on two decks, 
forty swivels, and five hundred men. The second ship is 
called the Cabot, after Sebastian Cabot, who completed 
the discoveries of America made by Columbus, and mounts 
tbirty-two guns. The others are smaller vessels, from 
twenty-four to fourteen guns. They sailed from Phila- 
delphia amidst the acclamations of many thousands assem- 
bled on the joyful occasion, under the display of a Union 
Flag, with thirteen stripes in the field, emblematical of the 
Thirteen United Colonies; but, unhappily for us, the ice 
in the river Delaware, as yet, obstructs (he passage down, 
but the time will now soon arrive when this fleet must 
come to action. Their destination is a secret, but gene- 
rally supposed to be against the Ministerial Governours, 
those little petty tyrants that have lately spread fire and 
sword throughout these Southern Colonies. For the happy 
success of this little fleet, three millions of people offer 
their most earnest supplications to Heaven. 



GENERAL LEE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

New-York, February 9, 1776. 

Sir: A transport is this instant arrived in this harbour 
with troops, although it is said that General Clinton gave 
his honour that not a soldier was destined for this place. 
As we have, sir, a great deal to do, many works to throw 
up, Long-Island to secure, and a considerable deal of duty 
necessary for the safety of the city, and as the four bat- 
talions ordered to be raised in this Province cannot possibly 
be prepared for any sort of service in a very short space of 
time, it is requisite to provide ourselves with an adequate 
force immediately. It is true, the Committee of Safety 
(whose zeal and alacrity seem most fervent) have ordered 
three regiments of Minute-Men into the city ; but I ap- 
prehend even this addition will not enable us to accomplish 
the measures resolved upon. If, sir, a battalion of the 
Philadelphia Associators, or a detachment from the several 
battalions, amounting to the number of a complete bat- 
talion, could be spared us, they would not only be of infi- 
nite use to us, but of considerable to themselves, as it will 
afford them an opportunity of instructing themselves in the 
construction of field-works, and the method of fortifying 
and intrenching camps. I confess I am the more solicitous 
of being immediately put into force, as I am extremely ap- 
prehensive that a very large body of the Ministerialists 
wTIT be here in a very few days, either from Boston or from 
England. I think, sir, likewise, as probably the number 
of troops will be increasing here every day, the Congress 
would do well, without loss of time, to establish an Hospital 
in this Colony. 

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient 
servant, Charles Lee. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Continental Congress. 



LORD STIRLING TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Broad.Street, New-York, February 9, 1776. 

Sir: As I doubt not it will afford some satisfaction to 
the Committee of Safety of New-York to be informed 
what steps are taken for regulating the trade of New-Jer- 
sey, I now enclose you a letter I last night received from 
the President of the Congress of that Province, with the 
resolves therein mentioned, which you will be pleased to 
communicate to them. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant, 

Stirling. 
To the President of the Committee of Safety, New-York. 

In Provincial Congress, New-Jersey, ) 
February 5, 1776. ] 

My Lord : This Congress have before them your Lord- 
ship's several letters, relative to vessels exporting produce 
and lumber from this Colony, and have come to the en- 
closed resolutions thereon, which are designed to be imme- 
diately published. 

The Congress and Committee of Safety of this Province 



have licensed several vessels to carry out produce, on se- 
curity having been given to return the amount of nett pro- 
ceeds thereof in military stores, particularly the vessel 
mentioned as loading in Longjield's Creek; but none of 
the others you mention have such license. The one at 
Amboy, being under very singular circumstances, will, with 
others loading without permits, be particularly attended, to 
by this Congress, as soon as convenience admits. 

We cannot help observing, that your Lordship's Informa- 
tion came from two of the New- York Delegates, who, by 
a clause in one of your Lordship's letters, appear to have 
licensed several vessels in Neiv-York to export produce. 
The legality of such license it is not necessary for this 
Congress at present to make any observation upon. 

Your Lordship hath the thanks of this Congress for 
your attention and trouble in the several matters mentioned 
in your letters. 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient servant. 
By order of the Congress : 

Samuel Tucker, President. 
To Lord Stirling. 

In Provincial Congress, New-Jersey, New-Brunswick, t 

February 5, 1776. $ 

On motion made, Resolved, unanimously, That all 
County or Town Committees in this Province exert them- 
selves to prevent any vessel within their several Districts 
taking in any lading, or departing therewith, from any Port 
in this Province, contrary to the General Association of 
the Continental Congress, unless the master of such vessel 
produce a special license therefor, duly authenticated, from 
said Congress, agreeable to a subsequent Resolve thereof, 
or from the Congress, or Committee of Safety, of thi3 
Province, signed by the President or Vice-President ; and 
also particularly attend to all imports into this Colony, that 
the Resolutions of the Continental Congress be duly ob- 
served; and that the Militia of this Province do give all 
necessary assistance to said Committee in their exertions 
above-mentioned, when called upon for that purpose. And 
it is hereby recommended to the Officers of the Continen- 
tal Troops, which are or may be in this Colony, also to 
assist in the above measures, when thereto particularly re- 
quested by the Committees aforesaid. 

And it is further Resolved, That no County or Town 
Committee, within this Province, presume to grant any li- 
cense or permit for the exportation of any produce, provi- 
sions, lumber, or merchandise whatsoever, contrary to" the 
aforesaid General Association ; and that a copy of the fore- 
going Resolves be immediately transmitted to the Printers 
at Neio- York and Philadelphia, to be inserted in the pub- 
lick papers. 

A true copy : William Patterson, Secretary. 



R. YATES TO COLONEL SWARTWOUT. 

New- York, February 9, 1776. 

Sir: You will see by the enclosed resolution that Ma- 
jor-General Lee, now at New- York, is authorized to call 
in as many of the Minute-Men of this Colony as he may 
think necessary. 

I am directed by the General to have some regiments 
of Minute-Men called here immediately. Your regiment 
is fixed on by the Committee of Safety of this Colony as 
proper to be called ; you are, therefore, on receipt hereof, 
to march with your regiment to New-York, with all pos- 
sible despatch. Take care that your men have their knap- 
sacks and blankets with them, and provision for their 
march. The Quartermaster ought, by all means, to come 
with the regiment. 

It is not doubted but you will give orders that your 
troops observe the greatest regularity in their march, and 
if you order the several companies to precede each other a 
few miles in their march, they will be more easily accom- 
modated. Suffer no delay in bringing in your regiment. 

1 am, respectfully, yours, &,c, 

R. Yates, Chairman.. 

To Colonel Jacobus Swartwout. 

P. S. It is expected that Colonel Drake will leave a^ 
sufficient guard of his regiment at the cannon beyond 
King's Bridge. He will be a proper judge~ how maiiyy 
will be necessary for that small service. 
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Goshen, February 9, 1776. 
To the Honourable the Provincial Congress, in the City 
of New- York, convened : 
Whereas, the County of Orange have agreed to raise 
three companies of men upon the late establishment of the 
honourable the Continental Congress; and as four batta- 
lions are to be raised within this Province, we hope your 
honourable. Body will favour this County with part of the 
Field-Officers for one of the battalions. If that should be 
your pleasure, we, the subscribers, take the liberty to 
recommend for one of the Majors, Mr. Israel Wells, a man 
of good character and estate in said County, and a hearty 
friend, to .the liberties of America. And are, with great 
esteem, your obedient, humble servants, 

Samuel Jones, Captain, Daniel Everett, 
James Sawyer, Joseph Wood, 

Jacob Arnout, John Denton, 

Geo. Thompson, Captain, William Thompson, 
Moses Hetfjeld, Captain, John Wood, 
John Jackson, Captain, Jacob Dunning, 

Peter Gale. 

To the President of the Provincial Congress, New-York. 



THOMAS PALMER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Newburgli, in Ulster County, February 9, 1776. 

Gentlemen : The bearer hereof, Mr. John Burnett, 
being desirous of raising a company in the standing army, 
to be raised in this Province for the ensuing season ; and 
has applied to us. for a recommendation to the honourable 
House, in order that he may obtain a warrant for inlisting 
his men. Mr. Burnett being a gentleman with whom we 
are fully acquainted, and knowing him to be well-disposed 
to the liberties of his country, and otherwise a person un- 
der a good character, and having had considerable experi- 
ence in the service the last war, we, therefore, recommend 
him forgone, as fit a person as we know of, at present, in 
this County, to have the command of a company; and 
make no doubt his interest is very good for inlisting men. 
We must, therefore, beg you will indulge him with a war- 
rant for that purpose. 

We are, very respectfully, gentlemen, your most hum- 
ble servants, Thomas Palmer. 

Samuel Brewster. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Pro- 
vince of New- York. 



CONNECTICUT COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
fee, Friday, February 9, 1776, Present : 

His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez 
Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, and 
Joshua West, Esquires. 

Sundry things about the publick affairs considered, and 
discoursed, fee And sundry present from Stonington, 
moving for directions about Fortifications, fee 

Determined the size and dimensions of the Row-Gal- 
ley at New-Haven, and sent by Mr. Hood, viz: Keel, 
sixty feet ; beam, eighteen feet ; hold, five feet ; dead-rising, 
seven inches. 

Colonel Dyer and Mr. Wales reported the execution of 
their commission at New-London, as appointed 2d instant, 
fee, and consideration and discourse about the subject- 
matter, fee 

Saturday, February 10, 1776. 

Met again. Present, the same as yesterday. 

A long Letter from Colonel Burrell, complaining greatly 
about Mr. Strong's appointment to supply his Regiment 
to Albany, fee, was taken up, considered, and a long Letter 
prepared, and copied, in answer, adhering to the appoint- 
ment, fee. ; and, 

P. M. Considered and discoursed about the affair of 
Fortifications at New-London and Groton, according to the 
orders of the General Assembly, and the number of men to 
be raised at each, and how regulated, fee. 

Captain B. Gallup came, an<j moved to have the com- 
mand at Groton, fee. Came to no determination. 



Captain Throop came for advice, fee, about his affair of 
his Company for Canada, fee. 

Adjourned to Monday morning next. 

Monday, February 12, 1776. 
Met according to adjournment. Present : 

His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez 
Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, and 
Joshua West, Esquires. 

Letters received since Saturday from General Washing- 
ton, General Lee, General Schuyler, and number of others, 
read, fee, fee. 

On General Washington's pressing request in his Letter 
for Powder, 

Voted and Ordered, That about three tons of that arti- 
cle, lately imported by Mr. Shaw, by Captain Hinman, 
into Dartmouth, and thence by Govemour's fee, order 
brought to, and lodged at Providence, be forthwith sent 
from said Providence to General Washington. Three 
thousand of it to be on account and for Major Thomp- 
son, a Committee of Supply for Massachusetts, with whom 
said Shaw had contracted, and the remainder on our account, 
suppose three thousand, or better, or more, to be paid for 
or replaced, as we shall choose. 

And Letters wrote to General Washington, and said 
Major Thompson. 

On motion from General Lee, signifying that he is not 
only admitted into New-York, but that they have resolved 
to take strong possession of the city, fee, to prevent the 
enemy getting any possession, fee, and requesting Colonel 
Ward's Regiment to be sent back, fee, who had been re- 
leased on the discouraging prospects at first, 

Voted and Ordered, That said Regiment be ordered 
forthwith to return to New- York, and be under the com- 
mand of said General Lee, and that their wages be conti- 
nued on as if they had not returned, fee 

And the Orders prepared, and a Letter, also, to Col- 
onel Ward, informing him the reasons, and enforcing his 
immediate compliance ; and copies also made. 

Letter, also, to Captain Swift, of the Northern Expedi- 
tion, confirming Murry a Lieutenant, in room of 

Lieutenant Grant, declined. 

Letters prepared to General Washington about Powder, 
fee, fee, and enclosing copy of General Lee's Letter; 
and to Major Thompson, to whom of part of the Powdeir 
belonged, fee ; and copies made, fee 

Letter, also, to General Lee, prepared, and many other 
things. 

Mr. Ellsworth having been to General Washington, by 
order, fee, to obtain the Money lately paid by our Com- 
mittee to the soldiers, fee, and not able to get it, is re- 
turned and present, and conversed with about it, fee, and 
being in great want of money, considered what should be 
done. And advised and directed that the Committee of 
Pay-Table prepare, soon as may be, the Pay-Rolls of the 
Troops which they have paid, and he, or some other, repair 
to the Continental Congress, and apply for a repayment of 
said sums, fee ; and to have further orders. 

And adjourned to to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday morning, February 13, 1776. 

Met, fee Present : 

His Honour the Governour, Colonel Eliphalet Dyer, 
Colonel Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel 
Wales, and Joshua West, Esquires. 

Allowed several Accounts of David Lpthrop, viz : 
For going Express to Stamford, to stop the 

Troops, August, 1775, £2 17 4 

October, 1775, going Express to Neiv-Haven, 2 18 
December, 1775, going Express to warn the 

Assembly, -' 2 11 8 

December, 1775, going Express to the Lieute- 

nant-Governour, - - --- - -- II 

December, 1775, going Express to Cambridge, 

fee, ------------ 390 

£11 10 8 
And ordered to be drawn for. And done. "*""* 
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Letter prepared and sent to Governour Cooke, (by Cap- 
tain Clark,) requesting him to send forward our Powder, 
&c, to General Washington, Sic. ; and enclosed General 
Lee's Letter. And copied, Sic. 

And again took into consideration the affair of fortifying 
New-London Harbour, &c, according to the orders of the 
General Assembly, and what number of Men might be 
raised and employed to carry on said Works, and for their 
defence, and necessary Tools and Materials, also, to be pro- 
vided ; nod judging it of great importance that Forts be 
erected at the three places hereafter provided, not only for 
the defence of New-London, but to render said Harbour 
a place of safety for all friendly shipping of this or any of 
the United Colonies. 

' It is considered, Resolved and Ordered, by this Board, 
That three Companies of men be raised by voluntary inlist- 
ments, to consist of ninety men each Company , including offi- 
cers, for the term, and until the 1st of December next, unless 
sooner dismissed by the General Assembly or this Board, 
to be improved and employed as labourers in erecting pro- 
per works of defence, under such directions, in such man- 
ner as are ordered, or may be ordered and given, at three 
different places, viz : One at Groton-Hill, facing New- 
London Harbour, one at a place called Winthrop's Point, 
or Neck; and the other at a place called Mamacock, or 
Shaw's Point, both in New-London; and, also, as soldiers 
for the defence of those places and Works, if need be, or 
such other as shall be necessary in those parts. And, at 
proper times, at the discretion of their officers, to be exer- 
cised in the use of arms, and of cannon, or any other proper 
military exercises. And that said three Companies be 
stationed at said three places, viz : That under the com- 
mand of , at Winthrop's Point ; that un- 
der the command of (Captain Mott, as p.) at said Groton 
Hill; and that under tlie command of (Captain Ely, as p.) 
at said Mamacock; yet, so as that any party or detach- 
ment of either one or more of said Companies, under 
proper officers, shall be liable, and may be called off 
from their proper station, to labour, or do any duty, at 
any or either of said Fortifications and places, as may be 
judged necessary and expedient, and shall be ordered by 
the Engineer appointed to direct and superintend all said 
Works, and to such orders as may be made by this 
Board and the General Assembly. And that if any of 
said soldiers shall be deficient in such reasonable labour 
and duty as shall be required, such deficiency shall be de- 
ducted out of his wages. 

And it is further provided , That the aforesaid Troops, or 
three Companies, shall be subject to, and regulated by the 
rules of an Act of the General Assembly of this Colony, 
passed in May, 1775, entitled, " An Act for Regulating 
and Ordering the Troops that are, or may be raised for the 
defence of this Colony," so far as they are capable of be- 
ing applied to their circumstances and situation. 

And it is further Resolved, That said Officers and Sol- 
diers shall be entitled to, and shall have and receive the 
same Pay and Wages as the officers and soldiers in the Con- 
tinental Army near Boston ; and shall be furnished and 
supplied with good and sufficient rations of Provisions for, 
their support, in the same manner, as near as may be, or 
equivalent thereto. And the Soldiers shall be allowed one 
gill of Rum per day, when on labour or fatigue, and three 
Shillings each for the use of their Blankets. And said 
Companies shall be furnished by the Colony with such 
Arms as shall be judged necessary. 

And it is further provided and Resolved, That all ne- 
cessary Timber to be used in and about said Forts, be pro- 
vided as soon as may be. 

That one convenient and suitable Barrack for one Com- 
pany, shall be built at a proper place for such Company, 
on Groton-Hill. And, on representation by our Com- 
mittee, that New-London are willing their Pest-House, 
standing near, shall be removed and properly placed to 
serve as a Barrack for the Company at said Mamacock, it 
is ordered, that the same shall be so remoVed, placed, and 
fitted for such Barrack toy the Company to be stationed 
there, or other troops in the Colony service, provided the 
town of New-London make no demand on account of such 
removal, the property to remain as before. 

It is also Resolved and Ordered, That three stone Sledges, 
and three Hammers, thirty Shovels, thirty Spades, ten iron 



Crow-Bars, twenty Pick-Axes, two Draught-Chains, one 
long Log-Chain, and one Cart, with two pair of Oxen, be 
purchased and improved for carrying on the Works afore- 
said ; and that all said Tools, &c, be properly taken care 
of and secured, by the Commanding-Officer where they 
shall be used. 

And Colonel G. Saltonstall is appointed a Committee 
to provide necessary timber and materials, according to 
order, for the Works on Winthrop's Point. 

Ebenezer Ledyard, Esq., is appointed a Committee to 
provide timber and necessary materials, according to order, 
for the Works on Groton-Hill. (Copy given.) 

Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., is appointed to provide tim- 
ber and necessary materials, according to order, for the 
Works at Mamacock. 

Adjourned to Friday morning next. 

Friday, February 16, A. M., 1776. 

Met accordingly. Present: 

His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Esquire, 
Jabez Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, 
Joshua West, Esquires. 

Many Letters, &.C., &c. 

A pressing request from General Washington, by Colo- 
nel Gay, at the Governour, yesterday, for more Powder, 
&c, is laid before us and considered, and the circumstan- 
ces being represented so urgent, Sic, 

Voted and agreed, That two tons, of the four lately 
imported into ]Siew-London by Mr. Shaw, in the Macca- 
roni, be sent to General Washington, to be by him re- 
placed as he engages. 

(Said Powder is with Colonel Jabez Huntington.) 

On. motion, that Captain Lester, builder of a Row-GaK 
ley, at Norwich, has bought of Constable Hough a quan- 
tity of Provisions to support his workmen, and Hough 
owing money to the Treasury, &tc, and that an order may 
be given to pay it that way, Sic. 

(Order given to Colonel H.) 

Voted, That an Order be given on the Pay-Table for 
one hundred Pounds, for said Lester, so as to be allowed 
and discounted with said Hough by the Treasurer, and ac- 
counted for by said Lester, on account of building said 
Galley for the Colony. 

Voted, That an Order be drawn in favour of Mr. David, 
Truntbull, for one hundred and fifty Pounds, towards fix- 
ing the Gun-Barrels brought from Crown-Point, &c. 

(Order given 17th.) 

Voted, That an Order of four hundred and sixty Pounds 
be drawn on the Pay-Table, out of the Continental Money 
sent for that purpose, to be improved to pay the advance 
Wages and Bounty, &tc, for Captain Throop's Company, 
going to Canada; that Mr. David Trumbull receive the 
same, and pay out according to Proclamation. 

(Order given 17th.) 

On a representation and request from the authority, Sic, 
of Fairfield, by Letters from Colonel Silliman and Mr. 
Burr, setting forth their exposed situation, and necessity of 
defence, &c, and the circumstances of their harbour, the 
second best in the Colony, fcc, and requesting Powder, 
Cannon and Ball, Sic, and at least twenty-five Men to be 
raised, and sundry things ; and in part compliance with 
their request, on consideration of the case, it is 

Voted, allowed, and Ordered, That twenty-five able- 
bodied, effective Men be raised, by voluntary inlistment, 
at the discretion of the authority and Selectmen of said 
Town, under the command of a Lieutenant and two Ser- 
geants, to be improved in erecting works of defence, at 
such place and manner, in said Town, as the said autho- 
rity shall direct, and for watching, 8ic, as shall be neces- 
sary, to continue until the first day of November next, 
unless sooner released by the General Assembly or this 
Board ; and to have the same pay and wages as the 
Army near Boston, and to be allowed eight Pence per day 
for their provision and support during said term ; and 

Voted, That on sending to General Washington the 
wo tons of Powder, ordered this day, a Letter be writ- 
ten to him, informing of it, fee, and requesting him that 
four tons, in the whole, be replaced by him, of what he 
may have coming from Philadelphia, or otherwise, viz; 
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one ton to be lodged at Fairfield, one at New-Haven, and 
two tons at Middletown, in lieu of so much received from 
us. 

Voted, That thirty stand of Arms, fitted out of the bar- 
rels received from Crown-Point, be sent to General Wash- 
ington, having been earnestly requested by him, &tc. 

Voted, That Mr. Lemuel Bryant, of Middleborough, as 
a Cannon-Founder, at Salisbury, and David Carver, Ze- 
bulon White, and David Oldman,\a those parts, as Mould- 
ers, and that said Bryant procure four Moulders for Shot, 
and he to come by 15th March, and the rest by 1st 
April. (And wrote accordingly.) 

Saturday, February 17, 177G. 

Met again, from last night's adjournment. 1 * Present, the 
same as yesterday. 

Sheriff Williams was here, representing much trouble 
and difficulty with the Prisoners at Hartford, &c, Sic, 
and moves again that an addition be made to the Commit- 
tee, and Benjamin Paine, Esq., and Captain Jeremiah 
Wadsworth, are added to said Committee Tor taking care 
of Prisoners, four of said Committee being absent in jhe 
Army, and on other publick business. 

The subject of the Companies, and Forts, and Procla- 
mation, &,c, respecting the New-London defence, and the 
matter and manner discoursed. 

Voted, An Order on the Pay-Table for nine Pounds 
thirteen Shillings and five Pence, for W. Torrey, for going 
with wagon and Jndian Chiefs, liih January last, to Cam- 
bridge, as per account allowed, and for six Shillings for 
Daniel Throop, for going to Windham with them, &cc, 
and ditto for Captain Hyde, two Pounds seven Shillings 
and nine Pence, for going two journeys to New-Haven, 
&c, about Salisbury Furnace, Sic. (A very moderate 
charge.) 

Orders given, and sent by Loomis this day. 

And, also, an Order for Jude Alden, for two Pounds 
five Shillings and two Pence, for use of Horse twice for 
John Walker, Congress Post, and keeping his Horse \a his 
absence; &c. (A high account.) ; 

Order given, sent by Loomis. 

And appointed Mr. Edward Mott to be Captain of the 
Company to be raised and stationed at Grolon-Hill and 
Fort, and Commandant of said Fort. 

And appointed Doctor John Ely, of Lyme, to be Cap- 
tain of the Company to be raised and stationed at Mama- 
cock Fort. 

Samuel Mott, Esq., and Mr. Josiah Waters, are ap- 
pointed Engineers, to superintend and direct the building 
works of defence and Forts ordered to be erected at iVeii'- 
London and Groton. 

(Copy given Mr. Waters, 8th March.) 

Considered, voted, and passed, a Proclamation for rais- 
ing, and encouraging said three Companies, according to 
the Resolve and Vote of the 13th instant. 

And dismissed, (being near night,) to meet again next 
Friday morning. 

Friday, February 23, 1776. 
Met according to adjournment. Present : 
His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez 

Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Joshua 

West, Esquires. 

Letter just received by Captain Clark from General 
Washington, complaining of the deficiency of Powder. 

Major Smith, of Stonington, present, moving that the 
Stonington Company of forty, for defence of the Harbour 
and Town, &c, may be augmented, for reasons by him 
urged, and is considered ; and, on consideration, 

Voted and Resolved, That the Company of forty men, 
now stationed at Stonington, for defence of the Harbour 
and Works erected and building there, be augmented by 
voluntary inlistment, to ninety men, including^Officers, to 
be continued until the 1st December next, unless sooner 
dismissed by the General Assembly or this Board, to be 
on the same plan, and under the same regulations, as the 
Companies raising for the defence of New-London Har- 
bour, saving tbat their station is fixed at or near said Forti- 



fication, at Stonington, till further orders from said Assem- 
bly or this Board. 

Sundry Letters from sundry persons relating to the pub- 
lick affairs of the times. 

Said Stonington Company had been raised by this Board 
14th September last, (as p.) to consist of fifty men, and after- 
wards by the Assembly, in October, 1775, reduced to forty, 
is now augmented to ninety, as above, and Major Oliver 
Smith is appointed Captain of said Company, Nathan 
Palmer, Jun., is appointed First Lieutenant of the same, 
John Belcher Second Lieutenant of the same, and Clement 
Miner is appointed Ensign of the same. And said Captain. 
Smith is authorized and empowered, by all proper ways, 
to raise and inlist said Company with all convenient speed, 
and make return to his Honour the Governour, w hois desir- 
ed to give said Officers proper warrants or commissions. 

And Nathaniel Miner, Esq., is appointed a Commissary, 
to provide the proper supplies of Provisions for support of the 
Company now ordered to be raised, under the command of 
Captain Oliver Smith, to be stationed at Stonington Fort, 
and the Governour is desired to give said Miner a proper 
warrant accordingly. The Provisions to be according to 
the Regulations of the Army near Boston, as mentioned in 
a Proclamation referred to in the Order for raising said 
Company. 

(Copy given said Major Smith.') 

Mr. Simeon Davis is present, commissioned and author- 
ized by Governour Cooke to go to the foreign West-Indies 
for a cargo of Powder„and liberty of taking a cargo from; 
this Colony if he can obtain leave, &ic, and urges the ne- 
cessity of the article, and the probability of success, &c.j 
and on being asked, &c, this Committee consent to, and 
advise his Honour to permit him to purchase and ship two 
thousand pounds Cheese, two thousand pounds Hogs' Lard, 
sixty barrels of Pork, and thirty barrels of Beef in this Co- 
lony, for the purpose aforesaid. 

And on consideration of supplying Officers for the Com- 
pany to be stationed at Winthrop's Point, in New-London: 

Colonel G. Saltonstall is appointed Captain of this Com- 
pany, to be stationed at Winthrop's Point, and to raise 
such Company by inlistment, by all proper ways, as soon as; 
may be, and make return to his Honour the Governour. 

And Ebenezer Ledyard, Esq., is appointed a Commis- 
sary, to make and provide Provisions for the Company to 
be raised and stationed at Groton-Hill, according to the 
Proclamation for raising them, &c. 

And Captain John Deshon is appointed a Commissary, 
to provide for the two Companies to be raised and station- 
ed at Winthrop's Point and at Mamacock, in New-Lon- 
don, according to Proclamation. (Copies sent.) 

Took into consideration the affair of appointing Captain 
and other officers for the Brig Defence, now lying at New- 
Haven, and talked largely upon it, and appointed Seth 
Harding to be Captain of said Brig Defence, and con- 
cluded upon the others almost, but deferred till next day 
the appointment. 

Appointed Jehiel Tinker, Captain of the Row-Galley, 
now building at East Haddam. And adjourned until to- 
morrow morning. 

Saturday, February 24, 1776. 
- Met, 8tc. — Present : His Honour the Governour, Eli- 
phalet Dyer, Esquire, Jabez Huntington, Esquire, Natha- 
niel Wales, Esquire. 

Esquire West, and 5 .... at Windham Court, had 
agreed to the officers hereafter appointed for the Brig. Ap- 
pointed Ebenezer Bartram, of Fairfield, to be First Lieute- 
nant ; James Hopkins, of Middletown, Second Lieutenant ; 
and John McCleavc, Master of the Brig Defence, accord- 
ing to the proposal last night. A letter prepared and sent 
to Captain Harding, informing of his appointment as Cap- 
tain of said Brig. And, also, to Lieutenants Bartram and 
Hopkins, as Lieutenants. And, also, to Captain Mc- 
Cleavc, informing his appointment as Master of the same. 

Captain Ely appeared, and accepted the office of Cap- 
tain of the Company to be raised and stationed at Mama- 
cock, and proposed Martin Iiinland for First Lieutenant 
and Dan Piatt for Second Lieutenant of said Company, 
who were appointed. 
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Captain Edward Mott appeared, and accepted of bis ap- 
pointment as Captain of the Groton Company. And Oliver 
Colt is appointed First Lieutenant, and William Latham 
Second Lieutenant of said Company, and William Whi- 
ting Ensign, 

Letter sent to Colonel Easton. And dismissed. 

Tuesday, February 27, 1776. 
At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
Present : His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Ja- 
bez Huntington, Jedediah Elderkin, Joshua West, Na- 
thaniel Wales, Jun., Benjamin Huntington, Esquires. 

Voted, That Adriel Ely be, and he is hereby appointed 
Ensign of the Company under the command of Captain 
John Ely. 

Wednesday, February 28,1776. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safely, 
Present : His Honour the Governour, and the rest, as yes- 
terday. 

Voted, That Nathaniel Green apd Company, of the 
Colony of Rhode-Island, be permitted to purchase three 
cargoes of the produce of this Colony, in such proportion 
(as to particulars) as his Honour the Governour shall di- 
rect, in order to be transported to the West- ladies to pur- 
chase warlike stores, in pursuance of a contract made 
between the said Green and Company and the Committee 
of Secrecy of the Continental Congress, for the benefit of 
the United Colonies. One of said cargoes to be shipped on 
board a Brig, in Norwich, belonging to some gentlemen in 
the Colony of Rhode-Island. And the other two cargoes 
to be shipped on bottoms, to be taken up m this Colony. 

Voted, That Captain Ephraim Bill, be, and he is here- 
by appointed to repair to Say brook, and there inspect the 
building the Colony's Ship-of-War at Captain Hayden's 
Yard, and to do whatever is needful to promote the work 
in the best and most speedy manner. And the Builders, 
Riggers, Blacksmiths, and Sailmakers, &.c, are hereby di- 
rected to consult him in their several branches of the work 
as shall be convenient for the service. 

Voted, That this Committee will, at a proper time, take 
up the matter of the taking of Ticonderoga, Sic, and come 
into some measures to represent the same to the Congress, 
that the persons, to whom reward for their service is due, 
may be considered ; and that the persons who have receiv- 
ed money to disburse in that service, shall, in a proper way, 
be called to account. 

N. B. One Thomas Lurk was a Captain at>SV. John's, 
and is to be remetpbered for reward. 

Ordered, ThatTegm and Tools, for the use of the For- 
tifications at New-London and Groton, shall be provided 
by Colonel Saltonstall, Mr. Nathaniel Shop, Jun., and 
Ehenezer Ledyard, Esquire. 

His Honour the Governour is desired to write to the 
northward for as many Gun Barrels as can be obtained, in 
order for repairs. 

ROBERT H, HARRISON TO SPRINGFIELD (MASSACHUSETTS) 
COMMITTEE, 

Cambridge, February 9, 1776. 

Gentlemen :. I. have it in command from his Excellency 
General Washington, to inform you, that on Tuesday last 
he received a petition from the Marines, in Springfield 
Jail, signed by David Scurrey and Patrick Clark, sug- 
gesting the severity of their confinement, without fire, and 
the want of necessary clothing, at that inclement season. 
His Excellency doubts not, but you have paid proper at- 
tention to their wants, if you have been apprized thereof, 
and 1 have only to add, that it is his earnest desire, that 
the prisoners in our hands should be treated with humanity 
and kindness, and, have every thing, really necessary, for 
their support. I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant. 
To the Committee of Springfield. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO LEVI ALLEN". 

Cambridge, February 9, 1776. 

Sir: I have it in command from his Excellency, to ac- 



knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo. 
There is little doubt but that Colonel Allen has been sent 
to England. The General has inquired of General Howe 
about him, but received for answer, that his command did 
not extend to Quebeck, and that he knew nothing of your 
brother. As to your going to England after him, his Ex- 
cellency cannot give you any opinion thereon; he cannot 
think there would be even a probability of success in your 
scheme: it would be running yourself in danger, without a 
prospect of rendering service to your brother. I am, Sic. 
To Mr. Levi Allen. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GEORGE GREGORY. 

Cambridge, February 9, 1776. 
Sir: Your letter to his Excellency, of the 31st ultimo, 
is come to hand. I have it in command from him to in- 
form you, that he has laid it down as an invariable rule 
(for the present) not to grant liberty to any prisoners of 
war, to remove from the place to which they are, by their 
parole, confined ; the many applications to the General 
were become troublesome, he was, therefore, necessitated 
to come to this resolution. If the gentlemen, whom the 
fortune of war has placed in our hands, will compare their 
situation with that of those of ours who have been made 
prisoners, they will not think their case very bard ; they 
are not confined in a loathsome prison, nor are they sent 
in irons to a distant part. His Excellency is sorry that 
any gentlemen should suffer in his private affairs, but the 
fortune of war must be submitted to. I am, sir, Sic. 
To George Gregory, Esq. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Road February 22, 1776.] 

Cambridge, February 9, 1776. 

Sir: In compliance with the resolves of Congress, I 
have applied to General Howe for the exchange of Mr. 
Lovell; a copy of my letter and his answer thereto you 
have enclosed. 

Captain Waters, and Captain Tucker, who command 
two of the armed schooners, have taken and sent into Glou- 
cester a large brigantine laden with wood, one hundred and 
fifty butts for water, and forty suits of bedding, bound from 
La Have, in Nova-Scotia, for Boston. She. is one of tha. 
transports in the Ministerial service ; the Captain says that 
he was at Halifax the 17th January, and that General 
Massey was arrived there with two regiments from Ireland* 

The different prizes were all libelled immediately on 
receipt of the resolves of Congress, pointing Out the mode, 
but none of them yet brought to trial, owing to a difference- 
between the law passed in this Province and the resolutions 
of Congress. The General Court are making an amend- 
ment to their law, by which the difficulties that now occur 
will be removed, as I understand it is to be made comform- 
able to your resolves. The unavoidable delay attending 
the bringing the captures to trial is grievously complained 
of by the masters of these vessels, as well as the captors ; 
many of the former have applied for liberty to go away, 
without waiting the decision, which I have granted to them. 

1 beg leave to recall the attention of Congress to their 
appointing a Commissary in these parts, to attend the pro- 
viding of necessaries for the prisoners who are dispersed in 
these Provinces, Complaints are made by some, of them, 
that they are in want of bedding, and many other things. 
As I understand that Mr. Franks has undertaken that busU 
ness, I wish be was ordered to send a .Deputy immediately, 
to see that the prisoners get what is allowed them by Con- 
gress ; also, to supply the officers with money, as they may 
have occasion ; it will save me much time, and much trouble, 
There are yet but few companies of the Militia come in ; 
this delay will, I am much afraid, frustrate the intention of 
their being called upon, as the season is slipping fast away 
when they may be of service. 

The demands of the Army were so very pressing before 
your last remittance came to hand, that I was under the 
necessity of borrowing twenty-five thousand pounds, lawful 
money, from this Province; they very cheerfully lent it, and 
passed a vote for as much more, if required. I have not 
repaid the sum borrowed, as I may stand in need of it be- 
fore the arrival of another supply, which the demands of the 
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Commissary-General, Quartermaster-General, and paying 
off the arrearages, will very soon require. 

Your esteemed favour of the 29th ultimo, is just come 
to hand ; it makes me very happy to find my conduct hath 
met the approbation of Congress. I am entirely of your 
opinion, that should an accommodation take place, the 
terms will be severe or favourable, in proportion to our 
ability to resist ; and that we ought to be on a respectable 
footing to receive their armaments in the Spring ; but how 
far we shall be provided with the means, is a matter I pro- 
fess not to know, under my present unhappy want of arms, 
ammunition, and I may add, men, as our regiments are very 
incomplete. The recruiting goes on very slow, and will, I 
apprehend, be more so, if for other service the men receive 
a bounty, and none is given here. 

I have tried every method 1 could think of to procure 
arms for our men ; they really are not to be had in these 
Governments, belonging to the publick; and if some method 
is not fallen upon in the Southern Governments to supply us, 
we shall be in a distressed situation for want of them. There 
are near two thousand men now in camp without firelocks. 
I have wrote to the Committee of flew- York this day, re- 
questing them to send me those arms which were taken 
from the disaffected in that Government. The Congress 
interesting themselves in this request, will doubtless have 
a good effect. I have sent officers into the country with 
money to purchase arms in the different towns ; some have 
returned, and brought in a few, many are still out ; what 
their snccess; will be I cannot determine. . 

I was in' great hopes that the expresses resolved to be 
established between this place and Philadelphia, would 
ere now have been fixed ; it would in my opinion rather" 
save than increase the expense, as many horses are de- 
stroyed by one man coming the whole way. It will cer- 
tainly be more expeditious, and safer than writing by the 
post, or private hands, which I am often under the neces- 
sity of doing. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient, humble 

servant, ^ w 

' George Washington. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

Cambridge, January 30, 1776. 

Sib : I have it in command from the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress, to propose an exchange of Governour 
Skene for Mr. James Lovell, and family. If the proposi- 
tion is agreeable, you will please to signify as much to me, 
and Mr. Lovell, that he may prepare for his removal, whilst 
1 cause Mr. Skene to be brought to this place. 

I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

George Washington. 
To General Howe. 

Boston, February 2, 1776. 
Sir : In answer to your letter of the 30th ultimo, which 
was delivered with the seal broken, I am to acquaint you, 
that having lately discovered a prohibited correspondence 
to be carried on by Mr. James Lovell, the liberty, which I 
Fully intended to have given him, cannot take place. 
' I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

W. Howe. 
To George Washington, Esq. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read February 22. — Referred to a Committee of the Whole.] 

Cambridge, February 9, ] 776. 

Sir: The purport of this letter will be directed to a 
single object. Through you I mean to lay it before Con- 
gress, and at the same time that I beg their serious atten- 
tion to the subject, to ask pardon for intruding an opinion, 
Jiot only unasked, but in some measure repugnant to their 
resolves. The disadvantages attending the limited inlist- 
ment of troops is too apparent to those who are eye-wit- 
nesses of them, to render any animadversions necessary; 
but to gentlemen at a distance, whose attention is engross- 
ed by a thousand important objects, the case may be other- 
wise. That this cause precipitated the fate of the brave and 
much to be lamented General Montgomery, and brought on 
the defeat which followed thereupon, I have northe most 
distant doubt of, for had he not been apprehensive of the 



troops leaving him at so important a crisis, but continued 
the blockade of Quebeck, a capitulation, from the best 
account 1 have been able to collect, must inevitably have 
followed ; and that we were not obliged at one time to 
dispute these lines, under disadvantageous circumstances, 
(proceeding from the same cause, to wit : the troops dis- 
banding of themselves before the Militia could be got in,) is 
to me a matter of wonder and astonishment, and proves 
that General Howe was either unacquainted with our situa- 
tion, or restrained by his instructions from putting any thing 
to a hazard till his reinforcements should arrive. The in- 
stance of General Montgomery, I mention it because it is 
a striking one — for a number of others might be adduced — 
proves that instead of having men to take advantage of 
circumstances, you are in a manner compelled, right or 
wrong, to make circumstances yield to a secondary consi- 
deration. 

Since the 1st of December, I have been devising every 
means in my power to secure these encampments, and 
though I am sensible that we never have, since that period, 
been able to act upon the offensive, and at times not in a 
condition to defend, yet the cost of marching home one set 
of men, bringing in another, the havock and waste occa- 
sioned by the first, the repairs necessary for the second, 
with a thousand incidental charges and inconveniences 
which have arisen, and which it is scarce possible either to 
recollect or describe, amounts to near as much as the keep- 
ing up a respectable body of troops the whole time, ready 
for any emergency, would have done. To this may be 
added that you never can have a well disciplined army. 
To bring men well acquainted with the duties of a soldier, 
requires time ; to bring them under proper discipline and 
subordination, not only requires time, but is a work of great 
difficulty, and in this Army, where there is so little distinc- 
tion between the officers and soldiers, requires an uncommon 
degree of attention. To expect then, the same service from 
raw and undisciplined recruits, as from veteran soldiejs, is 
to expect what never did, and perhaps never will happen ; 
men who are familiarized to danger meet it without shrink- 
ing; whereas, those who have never seen service often 
apprehend danger where no danger is. Three things 
prompt men to a regular discharge of their duty in time of 
action : natural bravery, hope of reward, and fear of pun- 
ishment ; the two first are common to the untutored and 
disciplined soldier, but the latter most obviously distin- 
guishes the one from the other. A coward, when taught 
to believe that if he breaks his ranks, and abandons his 
colours, will be punished with death by his own party, will 
take his chance against the enemy; but the man who thinks 
little of the one, and is fearful of the other, acts from pre- 
sent feelings, regardless of consequences. Again, men of 
a day's standing will not look forward ; and from experience 
we find, that as the rime approaches for their discharge, 
they grow careless of their arms, ammunition, camp uten- 
sils, Sic, nay, even the barracks themselves have felt un- 
common marks of wanton depredation, and lays us under 
fresh trouble and additional expense, in providing for every 
fresh set, when we find it next to impossible to procure 
such articles as are absolutely necessary in the first in- 
stance. To this may be added the seasoning which new 
recruits must have to a camp, and the loss consequent 
thereupon. But this is not all ; men engaged for a short, 
limited time only, have the officers too much in their power; 
for, to obtain a degree of popularity, in order to induce a 
second inlistment, a kind of familiarity takes place, which 
brings on a relaxation of discipline, unlicensed furloughs, 
and other indulgences, incompatible with order and good 
government, by which means the latter part of the time 
for which the soldier was engaged is spent in undoing what 
you were aiming to inculcate in the first. 

To go into an enumeration of all the evils we have ex- 
perienced in this late great change of the Army, and the 
expense incidental to it, to say nothing of the hazard we 
have run, and must run, between the discharging of one 
army and inlistment of another, (unless an enormous ex- 
pense of Militia is incurred,) would greatly exceed the 
bounds of a letter. 

What I have already taken the liberty of saying, will 
serve to convey a general idea of the matter, and, there- 
fore, I shall, with all due deference, take the freedom to 
give it as my opinion; that if the Congress have any Tea- 
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son to believe that there will be occasion for troops another 
year, and, consequently, of another inlistment, they would 
save money, and have infinitely better troops if they were, 
even at a bounty of twenty, thirty, or more dollars, to en- 
gage the men already inlisted, (till January next,) and 
such others as may be wanted to complete to the estab- 
lishment, for and during the war. I will not undertake to 
say that the men can be had upon these terms, but I am 
satisfied that it will never do to let the matter alone as it 
was last year, till the time of service was near expiring. 
The hazard is too great in the first place ; in the next, the 
trouble and perplexity of disbanding one army, and raising 
another at the same instant, and in such a critical situation 



as the last was, is scarcely in the power of words to de- 
scribe, and such as no man, who has experienced it once, 
will ever undergo again. If Congress should differ from 
me in sentiment upon this point, I have only to beg that 
they will do me the justice to believe, that I have nothing 
more in view than what to me appears necessary to ad- 
vance the publick weal, although, in the first instance, it 
will be attended with a capital expense, and that I have the 
honour to be, with all due deference and respect, their and 
your most obedient and faithful, humble servant, 

Geokge Washington. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., St.c. 



General Return of the Army of the United Colonies, commanded by His Excellency George Washington, Esq. 
General and Commander-in-chief, Head-Quarters at Cambridge, February 4, 1776. 



REGIMEKTS. 



1. Riflemen 

2. Colonel Reed's 

3. Colonel Learned's 

4. Colonel Nixon's 

5. Colonel Stark's 

6. Colonel Whitcomb's. . 

7. Colonel Prescott's 

8. Colonel Poor's 

9. Colonel Varnum's 

10. Colonel Parsons's 

11. Colonul Hitchcock's.. 

12. Colonel Little's 

13. Colonel Read's 

14. Colonel Glover's 

15. Colonel Patterson's... 

16. Colonel Sargent's 

17. Colonel Huntingdon's 

18. Colonel Phinney's 

19. Colonel Webb's 

20. Colonel Arnold's 

21. Colonel Ward's 

22. Colonel Wyllys's 

23. Colonel Bailoy's 

24. Colonel Greaton's 

25. Colonel Bond's 

26. Colonel Baldwin's , 

27. Colonel Hutchinson's 

Total 
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380 
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Return of the Regiment of Artillery in the service of the 
United Colonies, commanded by Henry Knox, Esq., 
February 4, 1776. 
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Sick, present 

Sick, absent 

On command 

On furlough 
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Horatio Gates, Adjutant-General. 

general orders. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 1, 1776. 
(Parole, Richmond.) (Countersign, Doncaster.) 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 2, 1776. 
(Parole, Winchester.) (Countersign, Stamford.) 



__ Horatio Gates, Adjutant-General. 

Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Patterson was President, 
for cowardice, on the 7th January last, when on command 
with a detachment sent towards Bunker's Hill, is unani- 
mously acquitted, with honour, by the Court. The Ge- 
neral approves of the proceedings, and orders Lieutenant 
Dustin to be released from his arrest. 

The General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Patterson 
was President, is dissolved. 

All arms purchased by the Officers sent upon that duty 
are to be first delivered to Mr. Commissary Cheever, for 
inspection, who is to report their number and goodness to 
the General, before they are delivered out of his store. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, Fobruary 4, 1776. 
(Parole, Cumberland.) (Countersign, Turk.) 

The Colonel of each Regiment to make a return on 
Tuesday, at Orderly time, of the number of arms wanting 
to complete the men now in his Regiment, and to signify 
the method which appears to him most likely to procure 
them. 

General Putnam, General Sullivan, and General Greene, 
with the Colonels of their Brigades, to attend at Head- 
Quarters to-morrow, in the forenoon, to receive commis- 
sions for their Officers. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 3, 1776. Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 5, 1776. 

(Parole, Chelsea.) (Countersign, Cork.) (Parole, Keivport.) - (Countersign, Cccke.) 

Lieutenant Dustin, of Captain Farrington's Company, The Colonels upon the old establishment will, this day 

in the Sixteenth Regiment of Foot, tried at a General and to-morrow, receive the warrants for their pay abstracts, 
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for the months at "November and December, of which all 
persons concerned are to take notice, and govern them- 
selves accordingly. 

For the future, when a warrant is granted, and paid for 
any sum on account of pay of the Regiments or Corps, to 
any of the commanding officers thereof, there will be no 
allowance afterwards for any neglect or supposed mistake. 
It is the duty of every Colonel and Captain to be exact in 
their abstracts and returns, and the consequences of being 
otherwise must fall upon themselves. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 6, 1776. 
(Parole, Greenwich) (Counteisign, Kent.) 

The Court of Inquiry, whereof General Greene was 
President, appointed to inquire into the complaint of Colo- 
nel Hobart, Paymaster-General of the Neiv-Hampshire 
forces, against Colonel Stark: The Court have reported 
the state of the evidences given in before them, by which 
it appears that Colonel Hobart's complaints were well- 
founded. All further proceedings are suspended, Colonel 
Stark having made such acknowledgments to the injured 
parties, as will, in all probability, be accepted as satisfac- 
tory. 

The Colonel, or officer commanding each Regiment, is 
to examine minutely into the quantity and condition of 
their ammunition, and make report of the average number 
of rounds they are possessed of, to their respective Briga- 
diers, without delay, and immediately thereupon the Bri- 
gadiers are to lay this, their report, before the General. 

The Armourers are required to be very exact and dili- 
gent at their business. If they are known to do work for 
any others than those of the Army, they will be brought to 
the severest punishment ; or, if they presume to charge a 
soldier for any repair done to his arms, they will also be 
called to a strict account. 

An exact report to be made of all the cartridges in the 
different Magazines. Those now employed in making car- 
tridges are to be constant and diligent at their work. 

The arms which have been delivered out of the publick 
stores are not to be put in the hands of commissioned offi- 
cers. The Colonels of the several Regiments are to be 
answerable that this order is duly attended to. 

Head-Quarlers, Cambridge, February 7, 177S. 
(Parole, Coventry.) (Countersign, Beverly.) 

The Continental Congress having been pleased to order 
and direct that there shall be one Chaplain to two Regi- 
ments, and that the pay of each Chaplain shall be thirty- 
three dollars and one-third per calendar month, the Reve- 
rend Abiel Leonard is appointed Chaplain to the Regiment 
of Artillery, under the command of Colonel Knox, and to 
the Twentieth Regiment, at present commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Durlcee. 

As there can be but fourteen Chaplains, under this esta- 
blishment, to the twenty-eight Regiments, (including the 
Artillery and Rifle Regiments,) and as preference will be 
given to those Chaplains who served last year, provided 
their conduct and attendance have been unexceptionable, 
the Brigadiers are to inquire into this matter, and, with the 
Colonels and commanding officers of the several Regi- 
ments, arrange them agreeable to the above direction, and 
make report thereof, that orders may issue accordingly. 

The commanding officers of the Regiments upon the 
new establishment are, each of them, to apply to Commis- 
sary Clieever, to-morrow morning, for one barrel of pow- 
der, with a proportionable quantity of ball and cartridge- 
paper, which they are to order to be immediately made up 
in cartridges, and put up in a proper manner, according to 
the directions Commissary Checver will give. This am- 
munition the commanding officers are to keep in a safe 
place, under their immediate care, to be ready to be de- 
livered when occasion may call for its being distributed. 

A General Courl-Martial to sit to-morrow morning, in 
Cambridge, to try such prisoners as shall be brought before 
them. All evidences, and persons concerned, to attend 
the Court. The Court to assemble at Mr. Pomeroy's, at 
ten in the forenoon. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 8, 1776. 

(Parole, St. Eustatia.') (Countersign, Mason.) 



ADDRESS OF THE MAGISTRATES, ETC., OF SANQUHAR. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Magistrates, Common Coun- 
cil, Burgesses, and Inhabitants of the Town and Burgh 
0/ Sanquhar. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: We, your Majesty's most 
dutiful and loyal subjects, the Magistrates, Common Coun- 
cil, Burgesses, and Inhabitants of the Town and Burgh of 
Sanquhar, beg leave, on the present critical and important 
conjuncture, to address the Throne, with hearts deeply sen- 
sible of the many invaluable blessings we enjoy as British 
subjects, and to assure your Majesty of our inviolable at- 
tachment to your sacred person and Government. 

Convinced that the dignity of the Crown, and the 
strength and prosperity of the British Empire must depend 
on the firm and vigorous maintenance of the constitutional 
authority of Parliament over every part of your Majesty's 
dominions on the part of Administration, and a respectful 
and universal subordination on the part of the subject, we 
cannot behold, without the warmest indignation and regret, 
that spirit of independence and unjustifiable opposition to 
the supreme power of the British Legislature, which hath 
for some time prevailed amongst a considerable number of 
your Majesty's subjects in America, and which at last hath 
broke out into open acts of hostility and rebellion ; a spirit 
which, if not timeously and effectually checked, bids fair 
to unhinge our excellent Constitution, and to prove fatal to 
the commercial interests of these Kingdoms. 

We abhor the seditious principles of the authors and 
abetters of this unnatural rebellion. We detest their views, 
and the execrable measures they are pursuing to accom- 
plish them. We are shocked at the shameful prostitution 
of the sacred names of religion and liberty for purposes evi- 
dently subversive of both. We commiserate the unhappy 
situation of the deluded multitude, whose allegiance and 
attachment to Government have been industriously de- 
bauched by designing and desperate men. We sympathize 
with our amiable Sovereign, whose paternal heart must, 
bleed over his froward and obstinately disobedient children. 
We feel for our country, and dread the consequences to our 
posterity. It is our ardent wish, therefore, that the melan- 
choly breach may be speedily closed, and that publick 
tranquillity, union, and mutual confidence, in every part of 
your Majesty's dominions, may be soon established on the 
lasting foundations of justice and sound policy. 

We cheerfully confide in your Royal wisdom, and in the 
wisdom, of Parliament, that every necessary and constitu- 
tional measure will be concerted and vigorously executed 
for effectuating these important ends; and we are proud on 
this occasion to join the rest of our loyal fellow-subjects in 
assuring your Majesty that we are heartily disposed to stand 
by our Sovereign and the Constitution, with our lives and 
fortunes, in opposition to all the machinations and treason- 
able practices of rebellious subjects, as well as the attempts 
of foreign foes. 

That Almighty God may long preserve your Majesty's 
sacred life for a blessing to these lands ; and that the de- 
scendants of the same Royal family, which at present fills 
the Throne with so much dignity, may sway the British 
sceptre over a free, a united, a loyal and virtuous people, 
to latest posterity, is the ardent prayer of 

Signed at Sanquhar, upon the 10th day of February, 

' ' Robert Whigham, Provost. 

James Crichton, Dean of Guild. 
John Lorimer, } 

Enw'n Witherington, > Baillies. 
William Johnston, ) 
John Maxwell, Treasurer. 
John Thomson, Minister. 



North-Carolina, ss. 
By His Excellency Josiah Martin, His Majesty's Cap- 
tain-General, Governour, and Commander-in-chief, in 
and over the said Province. 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas a most daring, horrid, and unnatural Rebellion 
has been exerted in the Province against His Majesty's 
Government, by the base and insidious artifice of certain 
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traitorous, wicked, and designing men, and the same is now 
openly avowed and declared, and actually threatens the sole 
subversion of the laws and Constitution of ihe said Pro- 
vince, and the liberties and privileges of His Majesty's sub- 
jects, inhabitants thereof, I have thought fit to issue this 
Proclamation, hereby to signify to all His Majesty's liege 
subjects within this Province, that I find it necessary, for 
the safety and preservation of the rights, civil and reli- 
gious, and for the maintenance of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment against the said desperate, unnatural Rebellion, to 
erect His Majesty's Royal standard, and to collect and unite 
the force of His Majesty's people under the same, for the 
purpose of resisting and subduing, with the assistance of 
the Almighty, the said impious and unnatural Rebellion, 
and to restore the just rights of His Majesty's Crown and 
Government, and the liberties of his people ; and I do, 
hereby, exhort, require, and command, in the King's name, 
all His Majesty's faithful subjects, on their duty and alle- 
giance, forthwith to repair to the Royal standard, hereby 
promising and assuring every aid, encouragement, and sup- 
port to all such as shall come to vindicate and support the 
violated laws and Constitution of their country ; at the same 
time pronouncing all such Rebels as will not join the Royal 
banner, Rebels and Traitors ; their lives and properties to 
be forfeited. All such as will join shall be forgiven any 
past offences, even admitting they had taken up arms, 
not doubting that every man who knows the value of free- 
dom and the blessings of a British subject, will join his 
heart and hand to restore to his country that most glorious, 
free, and happy Constitution and form of Government, 
which the most desperate and abandoned Traitors only can 
wish to disturb or alter ; or, in times of danger, like the 
present, forbear to hazard every thing that is dear to sup- 
port it. 

Given under my hand and seal-at-arms, on board His 
Majesty's Sloop Scorpion, in Cape-Fear River, this 10th 
day of January, 1776, and in the sixteenth year of His 

Majesty's reign. T ,, 

Josiah Martin. 

God save the Kins:. 

His Excellency Josiah Martin, fyc, fyc, fyc. 

To Allen McDonald, Donald McDonald, Alexander Mc- 
Lcod, Donald McLeod, Alexander McLean, Allen 
Stewart, William Campbell, Alexander McDonald, and 
Neal Mc Arthur, Esquires, of the County of Cumber- 
land and Anson ; John Pile, Esquire, of the County 
of Chatham; fVilliam Fields, James Hunter, Robert 
Fields, Jeremiah Fields, and Saymoie lork, Esquires, 
of the County of Guilford; Michael Holland James 
Munroe, Esquires, of the County of Orange; Paul 
Barringer, of the County of Mccklenburgh ; William 
Spurgian, William Bryan, Samuel Bryan, and Mat- 
thias Sappingfield, Esquires, of the County of Rowan ; 
Gideon Wright and James Glyn, Esquires, of the Coun- 
ty of Surry; and Philemon Hawkins, Sen., and Phile- 
mon Hawkins, Jun., Esquires, of the County of Bute, 
Greeting : 

I, reposing especial trust and confidence in your loyalty, 
courage, prudence, and fidelity, do, by virtue "of the" pow- 
ers and authorities in me vested by His Majesty, hereby 
commissionate, authorize and empower you, whose names 
are above written, and each and every of you, to erect the 
King's standard, and to raise, levy, muster, and array in 
arms, all His Majesty's loyal and faithful subjects within 
your respective Counties, or in any part or parts of this 
Province, who are willing and ready to repair to the Royal 
banner, for the support of the laws and Constitution thereof, 
against the most horrid and unnatural rebellion that has 
been excited therein by traitorous, wicked, and desisninu 
men, and now threatens the subversion of His Majesty's 
Government, and the utter destruction of the rights and 
liberties of His Majesty's people. And I hereby give and 
grant to you power and authority to form the forces you 
shall so raise, into companies of fifty men each, and to ap- 
point one Captain, one Lieutenant, and one Ensign, to 
every company so formed, whose appointment, as well as 
this commission, shall' be good, valid and effectual, during 
my pleasure; and I do, hereby, give to you, and every of 
you, full power and authority to seize and take whatsoever 



may be necessary of arms, ammunition, provisions, horses, 
and carriages, for the subsistence and accommodation of His- 
Majesty's faithful subjects, whom you shall assemble in 
arms for the purpose aforesaid, you giving receipts for the 
same, or keeping account thereof, that satisfaction may be 
made to the owner or owners, if they are not engaged in 
rebellion. And I do, hereby, give to each and every of 
you, all power and authority to resist and oppose all Rebels 
and Traitors against His Majesty and his Government by 
force and arms, and to apprehend, seize, and detain them, 
their accomplices and abetters; and you are hereby re- 
quired immediately, and with all possible secrecy, to con- 
cert a place of general rendezvous for your forces, thence 
to march in a body, by such route as you shall judge pro- 
per, to Brunswick, so ordering your movements that you 
may reach that town on the 15lh of February, next ensu- 
ing, making prisoners in your way all such persons as you 
know to be principals or active in rebellion, taking all pos- 
sible care that women and children are unmolested ; that 
no cruelty, whatever, be committed to sully the arms and 
honour of Britons and freemen, employed in the glorious 
and righteous cause of rescuing and delivering their coun- 
try from the usurpation of rebellion, and that no violence 
be done against the laws of humanity but what resistance 
shall make necessary, to the end that the people who have 
been deluded into rebellion may be made sensible it is His 
Majesty's most gracious and Royal intention, and my ear- 
nest desire, to reclaim them to a proper sense of their duty 
and obedience to lawful Government, without involving the 
country in the horrors of war, if, by timely and dutiful sub- 
mission, they make such extremities avoidable. 

And whereas, there may be many of His Majesty's faith- 
ful subjects in this Province, whose merits and influence 
may qualify them to take part in the execution of this 
Commission, whom I have omitted for want of knowledge 
of them, and their principles and their good disposition, I do, 
hereby, give full power and authority to you who are herein 
named, to join with you in the execution of the powers 
granted by this Commission, every such person or persons 
as you shall deem worthy of such high trust and confidence, 
hereby declaring that each and every such person as you 
shall think fit to join with you in the execution of these 
presents, shall have equal power and authority as if they 
were herein particularly named, in pursuance of the trust 
reposed in you. 

Given under my hand and seal-at-arms, on board His Ma- 
jesty's Sloop Scorpion, in Cape-Fear River, this 10th day 
of January, 1776, and in the sixteenth year of His Majes- 
ty's reign. 

Josiah Martin. 



Rowan County, ss. 

This day came John Reynold, 
jesty's Justices assigned to keep 
and being duly sworn, made oa 
heard papers read in the camp of 
same import, and, to the best of 
Words of the within ; and that 
and men, declared free plunder 



f before me, one of His Ma- 
the peace for said County, 
ith, that he, this deponent, 
William Fields, to be of the 
his knowledge, in the same 
he heard, from the, officers 
wherever they went, 
John Reynolds. 



Sworn to before me, this 10th day of February, 1776. 

John Oliphant. 

By His Excellency Brigadier-General Donald McDo- 
nald, Commander of His Majesty's Forces for the time: 
Icing, in North-Carolina : 

A Manifesto. 
Whereas, I have received information that many of His 
Majesty's faithful subjects have been so far overcome by 
apprehensions of danger, as to fly before His Majesty's 
Army as from the most inveterate enemy; to remove which, 
as far as lies in my power, 1 have thought it proper to pub- 
lish this Manifesto, declaring that I shall take the proper 
steps to prevent any injury being done, either to the per- 
son or properties of His Majesty's subjects; and Ido fur- 
ther declare it to be my determined resolution, that no vio- 
lence shall be used to women and children, as viewing such 
outrages to be inconsistent with humanity, and as tending, 
in their consequences, to sully the arms of Britons and of 
soldiers. 
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1, therefore, in His Majesty's name, generally invite 
every well-wisher to that form of Government under which 
they have so happily lived, and which, if justly considered, 
ought to be esteemed the best birth-right of Britons and 
Americans, to repair to His Majesty's Royal standard, 
erected at Cross- Creek, where they will meet with every 
possible civility, and be ranked in the list of friends and 
fellow-soldiers, engaged in the best and most glorious of all 
causes, supporting the rights and Constitution of their coun- 
try. Those, therefore, who have been under the unhappy 
necessity of submitting to the mandates of Congress and 
Committees — those lawless, usurped, and arbitrary tribu- 
nals — will have an opportunity, (by joining the King's 
Army,) to restore peace and tranquillity to this distracted 
land — to open again the glorious streams of commerce — to 
partake of the blessings inseparable from a regular adminis- 
tration of justice, and be again reinstated in the favourable 
opinion of their Sovereign. Dqnald McDoNALD * 

By His Excellency's command : 

Kenn. McDonald, P. S. 

By His Excellency Brigadier-General Donald Mc- 
Donald, of His Majesty's Forces, for the time being, 
in North -Carolina : 

A Manifesto. 
Whereas, powers and authority have been invested in 
me, to array in arms His Majesty's loyal subjects in this 
Province, I hereby command all His Majesty's loyal peo- 
ple to repair to the Royal banner, agreeable to the Go- 
vernour's Royal Proclamation of date the 10th day of 
January last. I do hereby declare it is my intention, that 
no violation whatever shall be offered to,. women, children, 
or private property, to sully the arms of Britons or free- - 
men, employed in the glorious and righteous cause of res- 
cuing and delivering this country from the usurpation of 
rebellion, and that no cruelty whatever be offered against 
the laws of humanity, but what resistance shall make ne- 
cessary ; and that whatever provisions and other necessaries 
be taken for the troops, shall be paid for immediately; and 
in case. any person, or persons, shall offer the least violence 
to the families of such as will join the Royal standard, such 
person, or persons, may depend that retaliation will be 
made ; the horrors of such proceedings, it is hoped, will 
be avoided by all true Christians. 

Given under my hand and seal, this fifth day of Febru- 

ar V> im Donald McDonald. 

Rowan County: 

This day came John Reynolds before me, one of His 
Majesty's Justices assigned to keep the peace for said 
County, and being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists 
of Almighty God, made oath, that on Tuesday last, in 
Fields's Camp, at Dittos, he, this deponent, heard William 
Spurgian read a paper of the same purport, and, to the 
best of his knowledge, in the same words, of the within 

written - John Reynolds. 

Sworn and signed, this 10th day of February, Anno 
Domini 1776, before me. John Oliphant. 



shirts, sufficient for your company. The cloth we re- 
quest you will immediately purchase for the use of the 
Province, unless, from its narrowness, you should think it. 
dearer than broadcloth of equal quality, at fifteen shillings, 
currency, per yard ; and if the linen should exceed ozna- 
burghs in width, so as to reduce the price nearly to that, 
of two shillings per yard, we would have you buy the 
linen also, as we presume it is superior to osnaburghs, and 
as we would give the preference to what is manufactured 
among ourselves, where we can do it consistently with the 
relation in which we stand to the publick. The money 
shall be either transmitted you by the first safe conveyance 
you may apprize us of, after we are furnished with the 
amount of those articles, or paid to your order, as shall be 
most agreeable to you. Colonel Smallwood will direct 
what shall be done with the cloth and linen, and we think 
you had better defer making them up for your men, until 
you hear from him. 

We have drawn an order on the Treasurer in favour of 
Mr. Gassaivay, for the sum of thirty pounds currency, as 
you requested. And are, sir, yours, &c. 
To Captain Nathaniel Ramsay. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN NATHANIEL 
RAMSAY. 

[No. 11.] Annapolis, February 10, 1776. 

Sir: We are advised by a letter, which Mr. Chase fa- 
voured us with from Charleslown, the 2d instant, that you 
can procure about the quantity of one hundred and forty 
yards of country cloth at about eight shillings per yard ; and 
linen, (country made,) from two shillings and four pence 
to two shillings and eight pence, fit and proper for hunting- 

* Brigadier-General Donald McDonald was in rebellion in the year 
1745, against bis lawful sovereign, and headed many of the same clan 
and name, who are now his followers. These emigrants, from the cha- 
rity and benevolence of the Assembly of North.Carolina, received large 
pecuniary contributions, and, to encourage them in making their settle, 
ments, were exempted from the payment of taxes for several years. 
It is a fact, that numbars of that ungrateful people, who have been 
lately in arms, when they arrived in Carolina, were without the neces- 
saries of life — their passage even paid by the charitable contributions 
of the inhabitants. They have since, under every encouragement that 
the Province of North -Carolina could afford them, acquired fortunes 
Very rapidly, and thus they requite their benefactors — Va. Gaz. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO ST. MARY S COUNTY 
COMMITTEE. 

[No. 12.] Annapolis, February 10, 1776. 

Gentlemen: We request that you will immediately 
send to the Council of Safety, at Annapolis, what gun- 
locks you have in your County belonging to the Province. 

We are, &ic. 

EDMUND PENDLETON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY, 
Williamsburgh, February 10, 1776. 

Gentlemen : We think it our indispensable duty to in- 
form you, that a fifty gun man-of-war is just arrived, and 
lying with the Kingfisher, and several tenders, off Old-Fort 
Point, below Hampton. What ship, or from whence she 
came, we have not yet discovered. 

We are, with great regard, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient servants, 

By order of the Committee : Edmund Pendleton. 

To the Honourable Council of Safety. 



C F. WEISENTHAL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
Baltimore-Town, February 10, 1776. 

Gentlemen : According to your orders, I have exami- 
ned and received into my care the medicines and shop of 
Doctor Stenhouse, for the use of the troops, the invoice of 
which 1 have thought requisite to enclose for your exami- 
nation. The medicines are all of good quality, and saleable 
in case they should not be wanted. The price is less than 
what medicines at present sell for, and that considerable. 
I thought it was necessary to take the whole shop, with its 
furniture, not only because the drugs must be contained in 
something, but more particular, that they can be kept in a 
proper order and regularity, since, as they must occasion- 
ally be divided, there ought to be a proper repository for 
the whole. This furniture has increased the sum to more 
than was at first expected ; it is still as saleable as the rest 
of the medicines. There are but few drugs which are use- 
less for the army, and some are in a greater quantity than 
what we may, for the present, want, which can serve to 
exchange for others which we may want in future. I have 
likewise taken some necessary surgeon's instruments, which 
likewise enhance the sum. Upon the whole, it is my opi- 
nion, that if the war should continue, and, consequently, our 
troops take the field, we shall find abundant use for these 
medicines, and not have enough ; but, should we be so 
happy as to conclude a peace, and not want many of the 
medicines, they will always bring the money laid out ; 
again, another consideration is, that the ship Defence will 
most certainly want a considerable chest, and as it can be 
supplied from this shop, will take off a good deal thereof. 

I have the honour to be, with due respect, gentlemen, 
your most obedient, humble servant, 

C. F. Weisenthal. 

To the Honourable Major Jenifer, President of the Coun- 
cil of Safety. 
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GEORGE DASHIELL AND WILLIAM HORSEY TO MARYLAND 
COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Somerset County, February 10, 1776. 

Gentlemen : The enclosed certificate serves to inform 
you, that the company to which Mr. George Wailes was 
appointed Captain, by the Convention, has been displeased 
at their not having been previously informed of that ap- 
pointment, that they might have had an opportunity of 
re-electing their officers, to fill up the vacancy in the com- 
pany. 

We are to inform you that Captain Wailes has declined 
to act in that station, and the company have chose their 
officers by ballot, as will appear by the enclosed certificate. 
As it appears inconsistent to rank those gentlemen in bat- 
talion, with the officers who are honoured with commissions 
by the Convention, before they receive their commissions, 
(or, in fact, that they cannot, we presume, exercise in 
battalion before they receive commissions,) it becomes our 
duty to acquaint you, that we apprehend the granting com- 
missions to the gentlemen mentioned in this certificate 
would have a good tendency, as it would enable us to ex- 
ercise them in battalion, and we have reason to believe it 
will prevent a dissolution of the company. 

We have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient, humble servants, ,-, »-■ 

' ' George Dashiell, 

William Horsey. 
To the Council of Safety. 

Certificate. — On the 9th February, 1776, we happened 
at a Militia company, to which George Wailes was ap- 
pointed Captain by the Convention, where a discontent 
appeared among the whole company, upon which Captain 
Wailes resigned his commission, and the company pro- 
ceeded to choose, by ballot, their officers; who were, Robert 
Hitch, Captain; Jacob Beall, First Lieutenant; Thomas 
Humphreys, Second Lieutenant; and George Tull, Ensign. 
We being, by the company, appointed to receive the bal- 
lots and attend to the election, do certify that the above- 
mentioned gentlemen were duly appointed officers by the 

ballots of the people. TT •& 

v l Uriah Forrest. 

Robert Dashiell. 

samuel barrett to maryland council of safety. 
Fredericktown, February 10, 1776. 

Gentlemen : I had the honour to receive from the De- 
legates of the freemen of this Province, a commission as 
Captain of one of the Independent Companies in the regu- 
lar service. No one would be more happy than myself in 
the acceptance of it, had the gentlemen who were appoint- 
ed Lieutenants been known to the men I would wish to 
carry into action. 

It is twenty years since I first had the honour to com- 
mand a company in defence of my country. Since that 
time I have commanded many. And being apprehensive 
at the beginning of this unhappy, cruel, and unnatural con- 
test between the mother country and her Colonies, that I 
might be once more called on to stand forth in defence of 
our liberties, 1 had frequently conversed with and informed 
my Militia company, and many others of my neighbour- 
hood and acquaintances, that it was highly probable I might 
again solicit them to follow me to the field of battle. They, 
in the general, most cheerfully agreed to march whenever 
I should call on them ; but, as it was possible I might fall 
if we went into action, they desired that two gentlemen, 
which they had agreed on, might be appointed Lieutenants; 
and, as it had been customary with me to nominate the sub- 
alterns, I promised that those gentlemen (did I accept of 
a commission) should be my Lieutenants, and had wrote to 
Mr. Johnson, while at the Convention, mentioning the 
names of the gentlemen, and informing him of my pro- 
mises; but, unfortunately, my letter miscarried. 

One of those gentlemen was a Lieutenant of mine in a 
late expedition against the Indians, who behaved himself 
much to the satisfaction of my company, as well as to my- 
self. 

I have come this far in consequence of a letter from Mr. 
Johnson, who enclosed my commission, with an intent to 
accept it, and to return and inlist a company of riflemen, 
which I flatter myself I could have done, at farthest, in a 



week, not knowing but my letter had got safe to hand, and 
the Lieutenants (if appointed at all by the Convention) 
were the gentlemen I had mentioned. From this disap- 
pointment, after my engagements, I am reduced to a disa- 
greeable necessity of betraying the confidence of my com- 
pany and friends, or to reject the acceptance of my commis- 
sion. To do either is highly distressing; but, as one must 
be done, and it is too probable I may be much wanting in 
our own part of the country, upon a similar occasion, I must 
beg you will appoint some gentleman to command in my 
stead. 

My resignation, I hope, will by no one be imputed to a 
thirst after a more honourable appointment than my present. 
1 am ready and willing, whenever my country's cause de- 
mands it, to march with my rifle in the ranks, whenever I 
ain commanded. I am actuated solely by the reasons 
above assigned, nor could any thing but a breach of confi- 
dence with my friends prevent my acceptance of the ap- 
pointment with which 1 have been honoured. 

1 am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Samuel Barrett. 
To the Council of Safety of Maryland. 



SAMUEL CHASE TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER. 
Philadelphia, February 10, 1776. 

DearJ5ir: Enclosed you receive a proposal to furnish 
our troops with the new invented knapsack and haversack, 
and of cartouch-boxes, Stc. 

The blockade of Quebeck is continued. Arnold has 
seven hundred men with him ; daily aids are going. He 
expects to take the command in six weeks. No news of 
consequence. 



Your obedient servant, 



Samuel Chase, 



To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq. 



CONGRESS OF NEW-JERSEY to president OF CONGRESS. 

[Read February 13 — Referred to Mr. Smith, Mr. Bartlett, and Mr. 
Adams.] 

In Provincial Congress, New Jersey, Brunswick, ) 
February 10, 1776. \ 

Gentlemen : Sensible of the importance that the bat- 
talions raised in this Province should be as speedily as pos- 
sible furnished with arms, we collected, for the supply of 
the First and Second Battalions, all the arms fit for service 
that could be obtained in this Province. We have, there- 
fore, nq resource of providing arms for the Third Battalion, 
but from our own manufactories or importation. How soon 
they can be manufactured is uncertain, and we have no 
present prospect of receiving them from abroad ; but, being 
informed that two thousand stand have been lately import- 
ed, and that they are within your disposal, we should be 
glad that part of them may be ordered for the use of thg 
Third Battalion, unless some more immediate publick ser» 
vice calls for them. 

We beg leave to propose, whether it would not be ad- 
visable to clothe the battalion now raising in uniform., 
deducting the expense attending it out of the men's 
wages. 

We are informed that considerable quantities of powder 
are lately arrived, and it being probable that the assistance 
of the Militia of this Province may be speedily wanted, for 
the defence of this, or a neighbouring Colony, we request 
the favour of your assistance in supplying us with ten tons 
of gunpowder, and twenty tons of lead, or as much as may 
be spared. 

On a requisition from Lord Stirling, the Committee of 
Elizabethtown have furnished him with six thousand car- 
tridges, Somerset County four quarter-casks of powder, 
Woodbridge a considerable quantity, and Brunswick one 
hundred and fifty weight of lead. 

Our Militia are very illy supplied with ammunition ; those 
who have given the above supplies to Lord Stirling are, 
therefore, very desirous that they may be immediately 
replaced. 

By order of Congress : 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Samuel Tucker, President. 
To the Honourable Continental Congress. 
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ELIZABETHTOWN (nEW-JERSEy) COMMITTEE TO PRESIDENT 

Or CONGRESS. 

[Read February 14, 1776.] 

Elizabethtown, February 10, 1776. 

Sir : I am ordered by the Committee of Elizabethtown, 
to acquaint the Congress of the capture and state of the 
ship Blue- Mountain-Valley, now lying at Elizabethtown 
Point, and to desire particular directions from the Congress, 
what is to be done with the said ship, cargo, officers and 
seamen. 

On Monday, the 22d of January, between eleven and 
twelve o'clock, Lord Stirling, with about thirty men of 
Ills regiment, being near all that were then armed at this 
place, the rest being at Long-Island, set out for Amboy on 
a serious enterprise. In the evening of the same day, an 
express arrived in this town, with a letter directed to Lord 
Stirling, and, in his absence, to the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of this place, informing that an armed vessel, with a 
detachment of marines and seamen, was sent off from New- 
York that day from the ships-of-war in New-York, to the 
transport-ship. 

On the Chairman's receipt of this letter, he immediately 
called the Committee; which met about six o'clock in the 
evening, and from the letter and express, collected and 
concluded, that Lord Stirling left this place with an inten- 
tion to procure a vessel at Amboy, and go in quest of the 
transport-ship, which he then thought was in a defenceless 
condition, not knowing of the reinforcement sent from New- 
York, and that if the intelligence should reach him that 
night, he would not be able to procure vessels and assis- 
tance in season at Amboy to secure success, and might be 
repulsed with loss. On which the Committee resolved to 
send a detachment of one hundred volunteers, in three or 
four boats, by the way of the Narrows, to lake, or assist 
Lord Stirling to take, the aimed vessel or transport, of 
which they immediately notified Lord Stirling by an ex- 
press ; and to encourage volunteers to enter, assured them 
they should share of the prize, or prizes, according to the 
regulations that were, or should be made by the Continen- 
tal Congress. Volunteers were soon procured, and fur- 
nished by the Committee with ammunition, provision, and 
what arms were wanting ; of the townsmen, about eighty, 
and of the Continental troops, about thirty. The Com- 
mittee also procured three boats, and fitted them in the 
best manner the night and hurry would admit of. Be- 
tween twelve and one o'clock at night, the armament was 
ready to sail, but on account of the tide and ice, they could 
not proceed by the way of the Narrows ; they, therefore, 
set out with a fair wind by the way of Amboy, where they 
stopped, and called upon Lord Stirling, who, with a boat 
by him procured for the purpose, and about forty of his 
regiment, set out with them in quest of the ship and armed 
vessel. At sunrise, from the mast-head they descried the 
ship at sea, stood for, met and boarded her, without oppo- 
sition, at ten o'clock in the morning; they found her to 
be a transport from London, with coals, porter, potatoes, 
hogs, and horse-beans, designed for the Ministerial troops 
at Boston, commanded by John H. Dempster, brother to 
George Dempster, member of Parliament for Dundee, &c, 
in Scotland. But the armed vessel, by great good fortune, 
saved herself by returning to New- York, not having disco- 
vered the ship, to the great disappointment of our people' 
Lord Stirling gave the command of the ship to Mr. Rogers, 
a sea-captain, with orders to proceed for this place, but 
being detained by tide and contrary winds on Wednesday 
near Amboy, the Committee being apprehensive of an at- 
tempt by the man-of-war to retake her, on Wednesday 
evening sent a reinforcement, of about eighty men, to 
secure her against any such attempt, and on Friday she ar- 
rived in safety at Elizabethtown Point, where she remained 
under the care of Lord Stirling, guarded by some of the 
troops under his command until Tuesday last, when he and 
his troops were ordered to New- York, since which time 
she hath been, and now is under the care of the Commit- 
tee. By order of Lord Stirling, and the Committee, the 
porter and beans are stored, the sails and rigging are taken 
on shore. The potatoes, which are chiefly rotten, and 
coal, remain on board the ship. The Captain and seamen 
remain prisoners at large in this town. The Committee 
expected Lord Stirling would have, before this time, pro- 



cured the particular directions of the Congress for the dis- 
position of the ship and cargo, but in this they are disap- 
pointed, and every thing respecting the ship is in suspense. 
The hogs remaining, being only seven, (out of eighty,) and 
the remaining potatoes, they have concluded to sell. The 
coal is in great demand for making of arms, and is liable 
to be destroyed with the ship, by an armed force which 
may be despatched privately in the night from New- York, 
which is but about fourteen miles distance. The seamen, 
who are boarded out by the Committee, are uneasy, and 
soliciting the Committee for their wages, which, they say, 
were promised by Lord Stirling. The Captain is anxious 
to know how long he is to be detained, and the Committee 
are desirous that he may be soon dismissed, and be at li- 
berty to return home and inform his friends and country- 
men of the usage he has received from the Americans. 
This, sir, is the state of affairs relating to the store-ship 
called the Blue-Mountain-Valley, taken and brought to 
this place. 

The Committee earnestly request that the Congress will 
immediately take the same into consideration, and will fully 
determine in what manner the said ship and cargo shall be 
disposed of, and that they will very speedily give directions 
particularly for the same. That if the Congress shall de- 
termine that the ship and cargo, or any part thereof, shall 
be distributed among the captors, that they will order very 
particularly the manner and proportion of such distribution, 
for which purpose a list of the officers and men, as near as 
the Committee can find, is enclosed. The Committee are 
also desirous, that the Congress will determine what is to 
be clone with the Captain, officers, and seamen, belonging 
to the said ship, and also, respecting their private property 
due. A bill of the wages is enclosed. The Committee 
are informed, and believe, that Lord Stirling, soon after 
taking the ship, assured the Captain and men, that their 
property, then on board, should be restored to them, and 
that they should receive all their wages that were then due. 
The Captain's adventure amounts to about one hundred and 
twenty pounds sterling, sixty pounds of which are insured. 
The Committee do not know whether that sum should 
be allowed him, or whether he should be referred for the 
same to the insurers in England. They desire direction 
from the Congress. Here is also enclosed a copy of the bill 
of lading of the ship's cargo, which, among other things, 
proves the ship's destination. 

The Committee desire you will be pleased to lay this 
matter before the Congress immediately, and hasten an 
answer as soon as possible. 

I am, with the greatest esteem, sir, your most obedient, 



humble servant, 



Robert Ogden, 



Chairman of the Committee of Elizabethtown. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., Chairman of the 
Congress. 

P. S. Since writing the above, the Committee have re- 
ceived from Lord Stirling a copy of the resolves of Con- 
gress, of the 29th of January last, relating to the ship Blue- 
Mount ain- Valley ; but, as they then did not fully deter- 
mine the matter, they, therefore, beg the Congress will 
now resume the consideration, and send theii particular 
determinations on each head, which will be cheerfully sub- 
mitted to, and give full satisfaction to all concerned. 



An Account of Wages due to the Captain, Officers, Sea- 
men, &fc, of the Blue-Mountain- Valley, from the 
time of their coming on board, in the river Thames, 
until the arrival of the Ship at Elizabethtown. 

1. J, W.Dempster, from the 1st of October $ ' ' 
until the 25th of January, at £8 sterling 

per month, --------- 30 80 

2. Chief Mate, from 25th of September until 

the 25th January, at £3 5s. per month, 13 

3. Second Mate, from 20th of September until 

the 25th of January, at 40*. per month, 8 6 7" 

4. Third Mate, from 1st of October until the 

25th of January, at 31s. per month, - 5 18 6 

5. Carpenter, from 25th of September until 

the 25th January, at £3 5s. per month, 13 
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6. Boatswain, from 1st of October until the 

25th of January, at 40s. per month, - 7 12 

7. Stewart, from 1st of October until the 25th 

of January, at 31s. per month, - - - 5 J8 

8. James McKinnon, Seaman, from 25th of 

September until the 25th of January, at 

31s. per month, ------- 640 

9. Alexander Watson, for same time, - - 6 4 

10. George Wilson, for same time, - - - 6 4 

11. James Brice, Boy, for four months, - - 5 8 

12. Emanuel Patterson, from 10th of Octo- 
ber until the 25th of January, at 31$. per 

month, ---- 580 

13. Nicholas Eliat, for same time, - - - 5 8 

14. Caligan Bastian, for same time, - - - 5 8 

£123 3 7 



The above persons are all that did belong to the ship 
Blue-Mountain- Valley, two apprentices excepted, they 
drawing no wages from the ship. 

The Captain says that there has been paid to the sail- 
ors, of the above amount, £23 6*. Id. 

Shipped, by the Grace of God, in good order and well- 
conditioned, by Mure, Son, and Atkinson, by order of the 
right honourable the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
Treasury, in and upon the good ship called the Blue- 
Mountain-Valley, whereof is Master, under God, for this 
present voyage, John H. Dempster, and now riding at an- 
chor in theriverTArrmes, and,by Got/'s grace, bound to Bos- 
ton, one hundred and seven and a quarter chaldrons of coals ; 
one hundred butts of porter, branded " Calvert;" one hun- 
dred and twelve and a half quarters of beans; fifteen tons 
twelve hundred weight of potatoes; ten casks ofsour-krout ; 
eighty hogs ; thirty-five puncheons for water ; which are to 
be delivered, in the like good order and condition, (the dan- 
ger of the seas, mortality of the crew, and consumption of 
their provender, only excepted,) unto the Commander-in- 
chief of His Majesty's forces in America, or to his order, 
at the aforesaid port of Boston, or at any other port in 
America which he shall direct, free of freight. In witness 
whereof, the master or purser of the said ship hath affirmed 
to four bills of lading, all of this tenour and date, one of 
which being accomplished, the other three are to stand 
void. And so God send the good ship to her desired port 
in safety. Amen. 

Dated in London, the 30th day of September, 1775. 



A List of the Officers and Men, belonging to the Militia 
of Elizabelhtown, who entered on board of the different 
shallops as Volunteers, in order to take the Ship Blue- 
Mountain- Valley, January 22, 1776, under the command 
of Elias Dayton, Colonel : 

Elias Dayton, Colonel, Adam Leo, Elihu Pursons, 

"" Thomas Quigley, Daniel , 

Macarty, 

Henry M. Munagal, 
Price Parcel, 
Barney Ogden, 
Timothy B. Stout, 
Joseph Meeker, Jun 
George Weeks, 
Edward . 



Edward ThomiiB, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, 

Oliver Spencer, Capt., 

William Britton,C«pf., 

Francis Barber, First 
Lieutenant, 

Aaron Hatfield, First 
Lieutenant, 

Thomas Morrel, Se- 
cond Lieutenant, 

George Everson.Quur- 
termaster. 

Smith Helfiold, Capt. 
Boat, 

John Thomas, Captain 
Boat, 

John Trail, Capt. Boat, 

William Harriet, Sur. 
geon, 

William Hegins, Ser- 
geant, 

David Ross, Sergeant, 

Henry Baker, Serg't, 

Samuel Smith, 

Lewis Blanch ard, 

Edmund Thomas, 

Thomas Elstone, 

Ephruim Marth, 



Beaty, 

David Stowart, 
Daniel Craig, 
Thomas Leo, 
Stephen Wheeler, 
Farrington Price, 
Elijah Woodruff, 
Daniel Woodruff, 
Aaron Ogden, 
Edward Jones, 
William Clark, 
Jonathan Clark, 
Jonathan Nichols, 
Samuel Mann, 
Silas Freeman, 
William Meeker, 
Samuel Ogden, 
Gabriel Meeker 
Jonathan Pierson, 



Robert Spencer, 
William Ramsden, 
Samuel Scaley, 
Samuel Leo, 
Thomas Hoyt, 
Lewis Woodruff, 
Isaiah Gr ty, 
William Livingston, Jr. 
Broust Livingston, 
John Hendrix, 
Samuel Morehouso, 
Jacob Carle, 
Benjamin Woodruff, 
Jonathan Woodruff, 
Benjamin Hinds, 
John Gray, 
James Clenchy, 
John Miller, 
John Rungon, 
Nicholas Deane, 
Moses Conns), 
Godfrey Blackney, 
Timothy Burns, 
Simon Simonson, 
Richard Miller, 
John Miller, 2d. 



The above is a true list, to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. Edward Thomas. 

Elizabetlitown, February 9, 1776, 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read February 21. — Referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. 

Adams.] 

Albany, February 10, 1776. 

I have received no accounts from Canada since I had 
the honour to write you on the 7th instant. The post came 
in yesterday, but had no letters for me. 

Colonel Burr ell, who has the command of the Regiment 
raising in Connecticut for the Northern service, advises me 
that no blankets, and very few arms, are to be had there. 
These articles, I perceive by the resolutions of Congress, 
are to be furnished by the respective Colonies who sent 
troops here ; but, as they cannot proceed without these 
articles, and several others that they stand in absolute need 
of, I shall supply them, as far as 1 have it in my power, 
and charge the several companies. I have made such ar- 
rangements that there will be no difficulty in making the 
stoppages ; and I hope also to get the army in such order 
as to prevent that horrid confusion of accounts which pre- 
vailed last year, and to introduce a little more subordina- 
tion and discipline. I hope none of the officers will re- 
ceive any other commissions than those from Congress. 

Half of the arms of what Pennsylvania troops are yet 
arrived here want repairs. I am very confident we shall 
want a considerable number. I have, therefore, ordered 
all to be purchased in the vicinity of this place that can be 
procured. 

The Committee of this County, on my application, have 
recommended to the inhabitants of the several districts to 
forward the iroops gratis. The lower districts will bring 
them to this place, and from hence they will be sent on in 
the same way, by others, as far as Fort-George, and per- 
haps to Ticondcroga. This will be of considerable ad- 
vantage to the troops, and a saving to the Continent. 

The men from Pennsylvania are greatly infected with 
the venereal disease. Captain Dorsey has left no less 
than fourteen in the Hospital. These, with two deserted 
between Pennsylvania and this, and seven more which, I 
am informed, left him on his first day's march, have re- 
duced his company to a small body. 

All the medicines in the Hospital are nearly expended, 
and Doctor Stringer cannot procure any. Is it not pos- 
sible to despatch a small vessel, or two, to Portugal, or 
the Islands, for a supply ? 

We are greatly at a loss for steel ; not an ounce is to be 
had here. My armourers have nearly expended theirs, 
and the blacksmith who goes to the Indians cannot do 
without it. Could none be sent, by water, from New- 
Jersey to Constitution- Fort, from whence what may be 
immediately wanted may be forwarded by land ; the re- 
mainder when the river shall open ? 

The Indian goods that were sent up are all expended, 
and a very few left of one hundred and seventy pounds' 
worth, which I bought from the Canadian officers at Ti- 
conderoga for the troops, and upwards of one hundred 
pounds' worth from Mr. Brown, of the Massachusetts. 
None are to be had here, and I am daily tormented by 
parties of Indians from all quarters. I am apprehensive 
that some Tories encourage them to make applications, 
and they are sufficiently inclined to it without being spur- 
red on. If I can convict any person of this crime, I 
shall do my endeavours to provide him with a lodging in 
Simsbury mines. 

A considerable number of the Pennsylvania soldiers 
mutineered. I ordered a Court-Martial, and half-a-dozen of 
the ringleaders were punished. I hope this will put a stop 
to it in future. They complain of want of pay. I wish an 
account of all the moneys paid them, and for what was 
transmitted to me, that they may be charged with it, and 
their accounts regularly kept. This is very necessary. 

Pray let the Mustermaster be sent up. He may be of 
much service, as I hope we shall have none but Conti- 
nental troops. 

After the death of the gallant Macpherson, I appointed 
Captain Henry Livingston my Aid-de-camp. He wishes 
to belong lo some regiment as a Field-Officer. 

Enclose a paper that was delivered me by a Mr. Fraser, 
a Judge of the Common Pleas in Montreal, and who has 
been sent down a prisoner here. 

I fear General Wooster pays too much attention to the 
advice of Mr. ffalker, who has been so ill used by the 



991 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, FEBRUARY, 1776. 



992 



King's officers tligt his private resentment will hurt our 
cause; and I dare confidently veniure to prophecy, that 
unless a respectable Committee of Congress be with all 
expedition sent to Canada, our affairs will not only greatly 
suffer, but that, in all probability, we shall lose the affec- 
tions of the Canadians. 

The Committee, if any is sent, should be enabled to live 
with that splendour which, with Frenchmen, creates re- 
spect. I do, not know how General Wooster lives ; but if 
he does not, in. the country where he is, live at least equal 
to the utmost of his pay and allowance, he will not do ho- 
nour to his constituents. 

The disorder in my breast and cough was occasioned by 
an imposthume which had formed, and a few days ago dis- 
charged itself. I feel myself greatly relieved from pain, 
and much better, and 1 have reason to believe that it is 
healing. If so, I shall be able to take the field. 

I am, sir, most truly, your obedient, humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

Albany, February 4, 1776. 
Sir : You will receive herewith copies of letters that 
passed between Brigadier-General Wooster and me. To 
explain them, and give at the same time some idea of the 
treatment I have met with, I must go as far back as the 
taking of the vessels near the river Sorel, in the river St. 
Lawrence. I was on board, but being only a passenger, 
and not belonging either to the King's troops on board, nor 
to the ship-of-war, I was at liberty, by Brigadier-General 
Prescott's treaty of surrender, to return to my family in 
Montreal unmolested. Twenty- four hours, however, after 
my arrival, I received a letter from Brigadier-General 
Montgomery, wherein he required I would retire to any 
village on the other side of the river St. Lawrence; this I 
might have complained of; however, I had so little desire 
of remaining in town, that 1 made no other representation 
to Brigadier Montgomery, than to acquaint him that I had 
a farm five miles off, on the same side with the town, where 
I had a house, and all the necessary conveniences for my- 
self and family. I was, however, in answer thereto, still 
requested to cross the river, which I immediately did, 
leaving my family behind. 1 was not above eight days in 
my quarters, with niy father-in-law, Mr. Dechambaud, at 
Longueil, when, it seems, some information was given to 
Brigadier Wooster, who then commanded at Montreal, that 
some arms and ammunition were concealed in Mr. De- 
chambaut's house at Longueil, and that some plot was 
hatching against the Continental troops by the Canadian 
seignieurs. In consequence of this information, Mr. De- 
chambaut and I had a visit from an officer, and a great 
number of armed men, about eleven at night. They took 
us from our house, with our papers, to a tavern near hand, 
where we found a Colonel, when he explained to us the 
cause of our treatment. This gentleman seemed soon con- 
vinced of the false alarm. He would not look at our pa- 
pers ; but the house was searched up and down when we 
got home. Some other gentlemen had been informed 
against, with as little truth. The party went likewise to 
examine them that night. The Colonel and party return- 
ed next day, told me I was ordered for Chambly, however, 
that I was to remain where I was till further orders. In 
about ten days after, without any application from me, I 
received a letter from the Acting Town-Major in Mon- 
treal, in General Woosler's name, that I was at liberty to 
return to the town, whenever 1 pleased, which I accord- 
ingly did, and even before I saw my family, I called on 
Brigadier Wooster. At parting he told me he would be 
glad to see me again about business. I called two days 
after, and Brigadier Wooster then observed his knowing 
that several friends of constitutional liberty in Montreal 
had been ill used from depositions, bonds, &tc, and that, 
therefore, he now demanded these instruments. To this, 
I replied, that I was sorry he should ask me any thing 
that I thought I could Dot grant, that I apprehended the 
requisition he was now making, was of that nature ; and, 
therefore, that I begged to be excused. Some time was 
then spent in argument ; I at last observed, that I answered 
the demand in general, perhaps did we come to particu- 
lars, we would sooner agree ; in. short _wha.t papers did he 



want ? As for a bond, I only then recollected one that Mr. 
Haywood had given, but that it was of such a nature as to 
be now cancelled of itself, therefore, that I would send to 
him that sort of instrument from this reason only, that I 
looked on it as of no further use ; but upon second thought, 
after 1 got home, I apprehended it was not worth while 
sending, and I then wrote to Brigadier Wooster, what fol- 
lows : 

" Montreal, December 14, 1775. 

"Sir: The sort of recognisance that Mr. Haywood en- 
tered into with sureties, I have just found, and I am now 
more convinced than before, that it is of no further use. 
It is the only instance of the kind that occurred before me. 
There was no information laid against him, therefore, no 
charge, and if I took bail for him, it was because he came 
to offer it himself. From the nature of it, it is now at 
an end, as his bail could only be bound for him while the 
Governour's authority was entire, the condition being that 
he should not depart from hence without the Governour's 
leave, and that he would behave himself true and faithful 
to (he same cause. For the above reasons I did not scru- 
ple to say, that I would send to you the said instrument, 
but I do not now really think that it is worth while send- 
ing, and I hope you will excuse me in withdrawing my 
promise. If the bail desire it, I will satisfy them at any 
time that their obligation is at an end. I now recollect that 
some other papers may be under my care, but they are of 
a different nature from the aforementioned, and they have 
been early taken care of. In my opinion, I cannot, and 
will not on any account deliver them, nflr any paper of any 
transaction prior to the capitulation of Montreal. Since 
then I will always be ready to account for my conduct, but 
not for any thing done before. This resolution I have 
taken from a conviction that I cannot act otherwise with 
any propriety, which will ever be the rule of my con- 
duct. 

" I am, sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 

" John Fraser." 

This letter a short time after was followed by the next, 
viz: 

" Hoad-Quarters, Montreal, December 18, 1775. 

" Sir : Your breach of promise and insolent letter to me 
yesterday justly merit a set of iron ornaments, which you 
and your associates have very lately been so fond of be- 
stowing on the friends of constitutional liberty, but as I 
disdain to follow your inhuman and infamous example, I 
shall only order, and I do hereby order and direct you on the 
receipt hereof to repair to the fort at Chambly, under such 
an escort as I shall direct, and there to remain in close 
abode till further orders from, sir, your humble servant, 
" David Wooster, 
"Brigadier- General Commanding at Montreal. 
" To John Fraser, Esq." 

As soon as this letter was delivered sentries were placed 
in my house, within doors, till I was sent across the river to 
the fort of Chambly in close confinement, and in such a 
hole as not to be able to make use of my own bedstead. 
There I remained during five weeks, till I was ordered 
with other gentlemen for this place. These are, upon my 
honour, literally the facts antecedent, and subsequent to the 
letters; the letters will speak for themselves; I will make 
few observations. I cannot, however, help saying, that I 
have been treated very ill ; the most savage have a ten- 
der regard and respect for women. Mrs. Fraser was very 
near lying-in; this General Wooster knew very well ; there- 
fore, placing sentries before her so abruptly, must be deem- 
ed rather cruel. The papers that Brigadier Wooster want- 
ed are not of the smallest consequence, yet I apprehend 
that I could not with any propriety deliver them up, and I 
must be supposed to have acted from principle. Had I con- 
sidered my own peace only, I might have expected to have 
better attained that by giving up the papers than by refus- 
ing them ; but my rule of conduct is to endeavour to dis- 
tinguish right from w 7 rong, and then to act, be the conse- 
quence what it may. Exclusive of the sentries in my 
house under the circumstances, my being taken from my 
family, and sent across the river at the worst time, my dose 
confinement in a hole for five weeks, I beg the letter from 
Brigadier Wooster may be attended to ; I think for orthogra- 
phy, diction, and substance, to be a curiosity. 
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It was with pleasure thnt I found myself ordered for this know, in a few words, upon what issue the cause should be 

place, although it further removed me from my family, as put. 1 would not be deceived by artful declarations, not 

the constant report we had in Canada from the gentlemen specious pretences; nor would I be amused by unmeaning 

who had been sent here, was that the greatest politeness propositions ; but in open, undisguised, and manly terms,' 

was uniformly kept up towards them. I have, therefore, proclaim our wrongs, and our resolution to be redressed. I 

no doubt about the opinion you will entertain of my treat- would tell them, that we had borne much, that we had long 

ment, and I beg the favour, sir, you will lay the whole be- and ardently sought for reconciliation upon honourable 

fore the Congress. Men of education, and of understand- terms; that it had been denied us ; that all our attempts 

ing, I am confident, will consider such usage as it deserves, after peace had proved abortive, and had been grossly mis- 

and will, I am hopeful, apply the proper remedy. represented ; that we had done every thing which could 

I am really sorry to engage so much of your time, I be expected from the best of subjects; that the spirit of 

have endeavoured to be as short as possible, without omit- freedom rises too high in us to submit to slavery; and that, 



ting any material circumstance or fact, and nothing is here 
set forth but what is exactly true. 1 will now conclude, and 
remain, sir, your most obedient, and humble servant, 

John Fraser. 
To General Schuyler. 



if nothing else would satisfy a Tyrant and his diabolical 
Ministry, we are determined to shake of all connections' 
with a state so unjust and unnatural. This I would tell 
them, not under covert, but in words as clear as the sun in 
its meridian brightness. 

I observe what you say, in respect to the ardour of the 
chimney-corner heroes. I am glad their zeal is in some 
measure abated, because, if circumstances will not permit 
us to make an attempt upon Boston, or if it should be made 
Dear Sir: If you conceive that I took anything wrong, and fail, we shall not appear altogether so culpable. 1 en- 
or amiss, that was conveyed in any of your former letters, tertain the same opinion of the attempt now, which I have 
you are really mistaken. I only meant to convince you, ever done. 1 believe an assault would be attended with 
that nothing would give me more real satisfaction than to considerable loss, and I believe it would succeed, if the men 
know the sentiments, which are entertained of me by the should behave well. As to an attack upon Bunker's Hill, 
publick, whether they be favourable or otherwise ; and I unless it could be carried by surprise, the loss, I conceive, 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED. 

Cambridge, February 10, 1776. 



urged as a reason, that the man who wished to steer clear 
of shelves and rocks must know where they lie. I know 
the integrity of my own heart, but to declare it, unless to 
a friend, may be an argument of vanity; 1 know the un- 
happy predicament I stand in ; I know that much is expect- 
ed of me ; I know, that without men, without arms, with- 
out ammunition, without any thing fit for the accommoda- 
tion of a soldier, little is to be done ; and, what is morti- 
fying, I know that I cannot stand justified to the world 
without exposing my own weakness, and injuring the cause, 
by declaring my wants, which I am determined not to do, 
further than unavoidable necessity brings every man ac- 
quainted with them. 

If, under these disadvantages, I am able to keep above 
water, in the esteem of mankind, I shall feel myself happy; 
but if, from the unknown peculiarity of my circumstances, 
I suffer in the opinion of the world, I shall not think you 
take the freedom of a friend, if you conceal the reflections 
that may be cast upon my conduct. My own situation is 
so irksome to me at times, that, if I did not consult the 
publick good more than my own tranquillity, I should Ion" 
ere this have put every thing on the cast of a die. So far 
from my having an army of twenty thousand men, well 
armed, 1 have been here with less than one-half of that 
number, including sick, furloughed, and on command, and 
those neither armed nor clothed as they should be. In 
short, my situation has been such that I have been obliged 
to use art to conceal it from my own officers. 

The party sent to Bunker's Hill had some good and 



would be greater in proportion than at Boston; and, if a 
defeat should follow, it would be discouraging to the men, 
but highly animating if crowned with success. Great good, 
or great evil, would consequently result from it. 

The Congress have ordered all captures to be tried in 
the Courts of Admiralty of the different Governments to 
which they are sent. Some irreconcileable difference aris- 
ing between the resolves of Congress, and the law of this 
Colony, respecting the proceedings, or something which 
always happens to procrastinate business here, has put a 
total stop to the trials, to the no small injury of the pub- 
lick, as well as the great grievance of individuals. When- 
ever a condemnation shall take place, I shall not be unmind- 
ful of your advice respecting the hulls. Would to Heaven 
the plan you speak of for obtaining arms may succeed. 
The acquisition would be great, and give fresh life and 
vigour to our measures. Our expectations are kept alive, 
and if we can keep ourselves so, and our spirits up another 
Summer, I have no fears of wanting the needful after that. 

We have had a most laborious piece of work at Lech- 
mere's Point, on account of the frost. We hope to get it 
finished on Sunday. It is within as commanding a dis- 
tance of Boston as Dorchester-Hill, though of a different 
part. Our vessels now and then pick up a prize or two. 
Our Commodore, Manly, was very near being caught about 
eight days ago, but happily escaped with his vessel and 
crew, after running the former on shore, scuttling, and de- 
fending her. 

I recollect nothing else worth giving you the trouble of, 



some bad men engaged in it. One or two courts have been unless you can be amused by reading a letter and poem 

held on the conduct of part of them. To be plain, these addressed to me by Miss Phillis Wheatley. In searching 

people are not to be depended upon if exposed; and any over a parcel of papers the other day, in order to destroy 

man will fight well if he thinks himself in no danger. I such as were useless, 1 brought it to light again. At first, 

do not apply this only to these people. I suppose it to be with a view of doing justice to her poetical genius, I had a 

the case with all raw and undisciplined troops. great mind to publish the poem ; but not knowing whether 

You may rely upon it, that transports left Boston six weeks it might not be considered rather as a mark of my own va- 

ago with troops ; where they are gone, unless driven to the nity, than as a compliment to her, I laid it aside, till I came 

West-Indies, 1 know not. You may, also, rely upon General across it again in the manner just mentioned. I congratu- 

Clinton's sailing from Boston about three weeks ago, with late you upon your election, although I consider it as the 

about four or five hundred men ; his destination I am, also, coup- de-grace to my expectation of ever seeing you a re- 

a stranger to. 1 am sorry to hear of the failures you speak sident with me this campaign. I have only to regret the 

of from France. But why will not Congress forward part want of you, if that should be the case; and 1 shall do it 



of the powder made in your Province ? They seem to 
look upon this as the season for action, but will not furnish 
the means. I will not blame them. I dare say the de- 
mands upon them are greater than they can supply. The 
cause must be starved till our resources are greater, or 
more certain within ourselves. 

With respect to myself, I have never entertained an idea 
of an accommodation, since I heard of the measures which 
were adopted in consequence of the Bunker's Hill fight. 
The King's speech has confirmed the sentiments 1 enter- 
tained upon the news of that affair; and, if every man 
was of my mind, the Ministers of Great Britain should 

Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 



the more feelingly, as I have experienced the good effects 
of ycur aid. 

I am, with Mrs. Washington's compliments to Mrs. 
Reed, and my best respects, dear sir, your most obedient 
and affectionate servant, George Washington. 

To Joseph Reed, Esq. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Cambridge, February 10, 1776. 

Sir : Being in the greatest want of arms at this alarming 
and important crisis, for the Army under my command, 
63 
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Without the most distant prospect or hope of getting more 
from these Governments lhan what I already have, 1 beg 
leave to solicit the favour of your Committee of Safety in 
this instance, and earnestly request that they will use their 
exertions to get and send to me, in the most expeditious 
manner, all that they can possibly procure. I imagine that 
there are several belonging to the Colony, and have been 
informed of many Tories being disarmed, and, therefore, 
expect that it will be in their power to obtain me a consi- 
derable supply. Whatever quantity is sent me, I will take 
on the Continental account, and make payment for, with 
the expenses incident to their transportation. 

This application being founded in necessity, and arising 
from the exigency of our affairs, 1 make no doubt will meet 
jour most ready and early attention, and that nothing will 
be wanting on your part to give me the most speedy re- 
lief. 

I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

George Washington. 

To Pierre Van Cortlandty'Es^., Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of New- York. 

P. S. I wish to have only such arms as are good and 
serviceable, and shall be glad to have bayonets with them. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY. 

Cambridgo, February 10, 177G. 

Gentlemen: Notwithstanding I have taken every me- 
thod my judgment could suggest, to procure a sufficient 
number of firelocks for the soldiers of this Army, by appli- 
cations to the Assemblies and Conventions of these Go- 
vernments, as well as by sending officers out with money 
to purchase, I am constrained, by necessity, to inform you 
that the deficiency is amazingly great, and that there are not 
nigh enough to arm the troops already here. It is true, that 
all the officers gone upon the business are not yet returned, 
but, from the small success of those who have made report, 
I cannot promise myself many more. I must, therefore, 
Beg leave to solicit your kind attention to this interesting 
and important concern, and would submit it to your consi- 
deration whether if your honourable Court were to depute 
some of their members to make applications to the differ- 
ent towns, they might not procure a considerable quantity. 
I will most cheerfully furnish them with money for the pur- 
pose, or pay for them on their delivery here, as you shall 
think most advisable. 

1 shall only add, that I hope the exigency of our affairs, 
at this critical crisis, will excuse this request, and my con- 
fidence of your readiness and zeal to do every thing in your 
power for promoting the publick good, and am, gentlemen, 
with great regard and esteem, your most humble servant, 

George Washington. 
To the Honourable General Court, Stc. 

P. S. I have heard that there are several King's mus- 
kets in the country ; for every good one, with a bayonet, 
that has not been abused, I will give twelve dollars, and in 
proportion for other guns fit for service. 



«ENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL PORTER. 

Head-Quarters, February 10, 1776. 

Sir: The Continental Congress having confirmed my 
application to this Government to raise a regiment for the 
service of the United Colonies, which is now complied 
with, and you are appointed to the command thereof, I 
have to desire that you will use the utmost diligence and 
despatch possible, to complete the said regiment, and march 
it into Canada by the shortest and best way, that from 
your own knowledge of the country, and from the best 
information you can get, you think will be the most expe- 
ditious. 1 have to acquaint you, that if you take your route 
by Number Four and Onion-River, there will be a supply 
of provisions ready for you, laid in by order of General 
Schuyler. 

As this regiment is to be upon the Continental establish- 
ment, agreeable to the terms and regulations of Congress, 
transmitted to the Legislative power of this Province, and 
the necessity of reinforcing our troops posted and forming 
the blockade of Qutbeck is too apparent to need dwelling 
.on, I would have you order each company to inarch as fast 



as they are raised, the whole putting themselves under the 
command of the General, or commanding officer in Cana- 
da, as fast as they arrive there. 

Such necessaries as you will think really proper, and that 
you cannot do without, will be provided for you by the Com- 
missary-General and Quartermaster-General, and I shall de- 
pend upon you that the strictest economy is used consistent 
with the despatch necessary upon this occasion. 

These, sir, are my instructions to you, and from the cha- 
racter you bear, I doubt not you will pay due attention to 
them. I must again recommend your making all possible 
despatch, and that you may share in the glory of expelling 
the instruments of Ministerial tyranny from that fair Pro- 
vince, is the sincere wish of, sir, your most obedient servant, 

George Washington. 
To Colonel Elisha Porter. 



[general Washington] to major french. 

Camp, Cambridge, Fobruary 10, 1776. 

Sir : Your repeated letters to General Gates, desiring 
liberty to go to Ireland on your parole, were laid before 
his Excellency. I have it in command from him to inform 
you, that he does not think himself authorized to grant li- 
cense to any one to depart this Continent ; that power is 
lodged in the hands of the Congress. 

1 am, also, commanded to tell you, that the General is 
surprised a gentleman of Major French's good sense and 
knowledge should make such a request. Let him compare 
his situation with that of such gentlemen of ours, who, by 
the fortune of war, have fallen into the hands of their ene- 
my. What has been their treatment ? Thrown into a 
loathsome prison, and afterwards sent in irons to England. 
I repeat, let the Major compare his treatment with theirs, 
and then say whether he has cause to repine at his fate. 

1 am, sir, &c. 

To Major French. 

new-hampshire committee of safety to colonel 

MOREY. 

In Committee of Safely, February 10, 177G. 

We send you, by Colonel Bedel, seven hundred and 
eighty-five pounds, lawful money, to pay off the troops; 
likewise, Colonel Bedel's roll. The balance due to each 
man you are to pay, with the price of the rations as set 
down to the Lieutenants Palmer and Nelson. You will 
observe, that the balance due to each man includes his 
coat money and blanket. 

We also transmit the roll of Lieutenant Wheeler's men, 
the balance of which you will pay to each man. The staff- 
roll of Colonel Bedel you will, also, pay what is due, viz : 
the Adjutant, Quartermaster, Surgeon, and Sergeant-Ma- 
jor, their respective balances and price of rations. 

In Captain Osgood's roll, you will take notice that 
against those names where it is wrote " paid," by Captain 
Osgood, the whole is paid ; and those names where it is 
wrote against, " order on the Treasury for all but the coat- 
money," you will pay to them their coat money only, they 
having received their wages ; and make return of your pay- 
ments, together with the rolls, as soon as possible, that the 
accounts may be forwarded for payment. 

By order of the Committee : 

I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

Meshech Weare, Chairman. 
To Colonel Israel Morey. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO JOSTAH BART- 
LETT AND WILLIAM WHIPPLE, 

Exeter, January 10, 1776. 
Gentlemen: Enclosed in this packet you will find a 
representation of the taking up Government, and difficul- 
ties that have arisen in the several Counties relating there- 
to. We desire you would lay them before Congress, and 
endeavour to obtain their opinion thereon, as we expect 
uneasiness will remain until the same is obtained, which 
we hope will settle the dust, and desire ycu will be 
assiduous in getting it decided and fonvarded - as soon as 
may be. 

To the Hon. Josiah Bartlttt and William Whipple, Esq. 
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Colony of New-Hampshire. 

To the Honourable Congress of the United Colonies of 
North America: 
The Commiltee of Safety of said Colony, pursuant to 
an order of the Council and Assembly, beg leave to lay 
before you some difficulties that have arisen among them, 
and request your determination thereon, being assured that 
your opinion on the premises will quiet the minds of those 
dissatisfied, and that all will acquiesce therein. We are 
very sorry that any misunderstandings among ourselves, 
should lay us under the necessity of diverting your minds 
from the important concerns which engross your attention. 
But no expedient could be found to satisfy many among 
us, but the laying the whole matter before your Honours. 
Soon after the commencement of hostilities by the King's 
troops at Lexington, the people in several of our Counties 
were so enraged against many of the Executive officers, 
supposing them inimical to the liberties of the country, that 
they would not suffer the Courts to sit, so much as to try 
criminal offenders. And the Congress, in the Summer 
past, finding the Courts, under the officers in commission, 
could not be held, and many complaints coming before 
them, against persons for high crimes, agreed to instruct 
their Delegates to request some direction from your Ho- 
nours, relative to the regulating our Civil Police. Before 
the dissolution of the Congress, and previous to the recep- 
tion of your recommendation about Government, a general 
plan of Representation was agreed on, to consist of eighty- 
nine persons, and precepts issued in consequence thereof; 
a copy of which we transmit herewith. After the meet- 
ing of the new Congress, the members appeared to agree 
in the necessity of assuming Government, but differed in 
the mode, after setting fifteen days, viz : On the 5th of 
January, the Resolve for assuming Government, passed by 
a majority of near two to one, a copy of which accompa- 
nies this, and the next day chose the number proposed for 
a Council, who took their seat, and proceeded on business 
according to the plan. A number of the members of the 
House being dissatisfied with the measures adopted, pro- 
tested against them, a copy of which we also send here- 
with. Our brethren in the town of Portsmouth were also 
much concerned lest the proceedings should hurt the com- 
mon cause ; disaffect our friends in Great Britain — as sa- 
vouring of independency. They wrote circular letters to 
a great number of towns, expressing their fears of the con- 
sequence of ouv taking up Government : soon after which, 
the towns of Portsmouth, Dover, Rochester, Newinglon, 
Greenland, Rye, Stratham, Northampton, Kensington, 
New-Market, with a number of individuals in the town of 
Brentwood, petitioned the General Court, setting forth, 
that they were greatly alarmed at the proceedings of the 
Congress in taking up Government, supposing it looked 
too much like setting up for independency ; were exceeding 
fearful of the consequence ; that we should lose the assist- 
ance of our friends abroad, and create a disunion among 
ourselves, and prayed that the two Houses would reconsi- 
der the Resolve for taking up Government, and proceed to 
business as the late Congress had done. The House of 
Representatives thinking it absolutely necessary, for the 
well being of the Colony, to proceed agreeable to the Re- 
solves concluded to let the petitions lay. But, at the re- 
quest of the Petitioners, it was agreed to have the proceed- 
ings laid before your honourable body. And this Commit- 
tee under real expectation that your determination will set- 
tle the difference of opinion among us, humbly request you 
to transmit the same. 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most humble 
servant, 

By order of the Commiltee : 

Meshech Weare, Chairman. 

Colony of New-Hampshire. 

The Congress of said Colony, to the Selectmen of ... . 
in said Colony — Greeting : 

You are hereby required to notify the legal inhabitants 

paying taxes in the (giving them fifteen days 

notice) to meet at some convenient place in your town, to 
elect ...... (having a real estate of the value of two 

hundred pounds, lawful money) to represent them in Gene- 
ral Congress, to be held at Exeter, on the 2Ist.day of De- 



cember next, at three o'clock in the afternoon ; and to em- 
power such Representative for the term of one year from 
their first meeting, to transact such business, and pursue such 
measures as they may judge necessary for the publick good. 
And in case there should be a recommendation from the 
Continental Congress, that this Colony assume Govern- 
ment in any particular form, which will require a House of 
Representatives, that they resolve themselves into such a 
House as the said Continental Congress shall recommend. 
And it is resolved, that no person be allowed a seat in 
Congress who shall, by himself, or any person for him, be- 
fore said choice, treat with liquor, &c, any electors, with 
an apparent view of gaining their votes, or afterwards, on 

that account ; and the person who shall be 

elected. You are to notify that attend at time 

and place above-mentioned, and make return hereof .with 
your doings thereon. By order of Congress ; 

Matthew Thornton, President. 

A true copy. Attest : E. Thompson, Secretary. 
Exeter, November 14, 1775. 

In Congress, at Exeter, January 5, 1776. 

We, the Members of the Congress of the Colony of 
New- Hampshire, chosen and appointed by the free suf- 
frages of the people of said Colony, and authorized and 
empowered by them to meet together, and use such means, 
and pursue such measures, as we should judge best for the 
publick good ; and, in particular, to establish some form of 
Government, provided that measure should be recom- 
mended by the Continental Congress; and a recommenda- 
tion to that purpose having been transmitted to us, from 
the said Congress, have taken into our serious considera- 
tion the unhappy circumstances into which this Colony is 
involved, by means of many grievous and oppressive acts 
of the British Parliament, depriving us of our native and 
constitutional rights and privileges ; to enforce obedience 
to which acts, a powerful fleet and army have been sent 
into this country by the Ministry of Great Britain, who 
have exercised a wanton and cruel abuse of their power, 
in destroying the lives and properties of the Colonists, in 
many places with fire and sword, taking the ships and 
lading from many of the honest and industrious inhabitants 
of this Colony employed in commerce, agreeable to the 
laws and customs a long time used here. 

The sudden and abrupt departure of his Excellency 
John Wentworth, Esq., our late Governour, and several 
of the Council, leaving us destitute of Legislation ; and no 
Executive Courts being open to punish criminal offenders, 
whereby the lives and properties of the honest people of 
this Colony, are liable to the machinations and evil designs 
of wicked men: 

Therefore, lor the preservation of peace and good order, 
and for the security of the lives and properties of the inhabi- 
tants of this Colony, we conceive ourselves reduced to the 
necessity of establishing a form of Government, to continue 
during the present unhappy and unnatural contest with 
Great Britain; protesting and declaring that we never 
sought to throw off our dependance upon Great Britain, 
but felt ourselves happy under her protection, while we 
could enjoy our constitutional rights and privileges, and 
that we shall rejoice if such a reconciliation between us and 
our parent state, can be effected as shall be approved by 
the Continental Congress, in whose prudence and wisdom 
we confide. 

Accordingly, pursuant to the trust reposed in us, we do- 

Resolve, That this Congress assume the name, powei* 
and authority of a House of Representatives or Assembly! 
for the Colony of New-Hampshire. And that said House' 
then proceed to choose twelve persons, being Feputable 
freeholders and inhabitants within this Colony, in the fol- 
lowing manner, viz : Five in the County of Rockingham; 
two in the County of Strafford; two in the County of 
Hillsborough ; two in the County of Cheshire; and one in 
the County o( Grafton, to be a distinct and separate branch 
of the Legislature, by the name of a Council for this Co- 
lony, to continue as such until the th rd Wednesday in De- 
cember next ; any seven of whom to be a quorum to do 
business. 

That such Council appoint their President; and in his 
absence, that the senior Counsellor preside. 
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That a Secretary be appointed by both Branches, who 
may be a Counsellor, or otherwise, as they shall choose. 

That no act or resolve be valid, and put into execution, 
unless agreed to and passed by both branches of the Legis- 
lature. 

That all publick officeTS for the said Colony, and each 
County, for the current year, be appointed by the Council 
and Assembly, except the several Clerks of the Executive 
Courts, who shall be appointed by the Justices of the re- 
spective Courts. 

That all Bills, Resolves, or Votes for raising, levying, 
and collecting Money, originate in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

That at any sessions of the Council and Assembly, nei- 
ther Branch shall adjourn for any longer time than from Sa- 
turday till the next Monday, without consent of the other. 

And it is further Resolved, That if the present unhappy 
dispute with Great Britain should continue longer than 
this present year, and the Continental Congress give no 
instructions or directions to the contrary, the Council be 
chosen by the people of each respective County, in such 
manner as the Council and House of Representatives shall 
order. 

That General and Field-Officers of the Militia, on any 
vacancy, be appointed by the two Houses, and all inferior 
Officers be chosen by the respective Companies. 
. That all Officers of the Army be appointed by the two 
Houses, except they should direct otherwise, in case of 
an)' emergency. 

That all Civil Officers for the Colony, and for each 
County, be appointed, and the time of their continuance in 
office be determined by the two Houses, except Clerks of 
Courts, and County Treasurers, and Recorders of Deeds. 

That a Treasurer, and a Recorder of Deeds, for each 
County, be annually chosen by the people of each County 
respectively; the voles for such officers to be returned to 
the respective Courts of General Sessions of the Peace in 
the County, there to be ascertained as the Council and 
Assembly shall hereafter direct. 

, That Precepts, in the name of the Council and Assem- 
bly, signed by the President of the Council, and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, shall issue, an- 
nually, at or before the first day of November Jar the choice 
of a Council and House of Representatives, to be returned 
by the third Wednesday in December, then next ensuing, 
in such manner as the Council and Assembly shall here- 
after prescribe. 

A true copy. Attest : v m „ 

" h.. I hompson, secretary. 

We, the subscribers, chosen by the people of several 
Towns in the Colony of New- Hampshire, to represent 
.them in the Congress of said Colony, held at Exeter, on 
the 21st day of December, 1775, beg leave to enter and 
dissent to, and protest against the present plan of taking 
up Government, for the following reasons: 

First, That the vote of the Continental Congress coun- 
tenancing the same, was obtained by the unwearied impor- 
tunity (both within doors and without) of our Delegates 
there, as appears by their letter. 

Second, That the said vote does not appear to have been 
unanimous; but, we have reason to think, farotherway. 

Third. Because the Colonies of New-York and Virgi- 
nia, which are in similar circumstances with us, are much 
larger and more opulent, and we presume much wiser, to 
whom we would wish to pay all due deference, have not 
attempted any thing of the kind, nor, as we can learn, ever 
desired it. . 

Fourth. Because we have no ground on which to pre- 
tend to make a Council, as our neighbours of the Massar 
chusetls, who act by charter, never vacated on any legal 
trial. 

Fifth. Because it appears assuming for so small and in- 
considerable a Colony to take the lead in a matter of sp 
great importance. 

Sixth. Because our constituents never expected us to 
make a new form of Government, but only to set the Judi- 
cial and Executive wheels in motion. 

Seventh. Because the Congress, as such, could have 
.done what was necessary, and their power could not be en- 
larged by any act of their own. 



Eighth. Because the expense of the Colony is greatly 
augmented thereby. 

Ninth. Because it appears to us to be absolutely selling 
up an independency on the mother country. 

Levi Dearbourn, North-Hill, 

Richard Downing, Newingtown, 

Benjamin Barker, Stratham, 

Stephen Evans, Dover, 

Otis Baker, Dover, 

Samuel Knowles, Rochester, 

Herculass Mooney, Lee, 

Ezekiel Worthin, Kensington, 

Daniel Beedee, Sandwich and Moultonborough,. 

Samuel Sherburne, Portsmouth, 

Pierce Long, Portsmouth, 

Nathan Goss, Rye. 



WILLIAM SMITH TO GENERAL HOWE. 

New-York, February 11, 1776. 
As I have not a doubt of my last letters to Administra- 
tion, convincing them that this city and Province is the 
only spot in America for carrying on the war with effect 
against the Rebels, and that, in consequence, the forces 
expected this Spring, as well as those now under your com- 
mand, will be ordered hither; it may be necessary and ad- 
visable to send the army through the Sound, between Con- 
necticut and Long-Island. Of the laiter, it will be proper 
to give a description : it is one hundred and thirty miles long, 
is very fertile, abounding in wheat and every other kind of 
corn, innumerable black cattle, sheep, hogs, Sic. ; is very 
populous, and Suffolk County in particular, as well as the 
other parts of it, ail good and loyal subjects, of which they 
have lately given proof, and only wait to be assisted by 
the King's troops. The Island has a plain on it at least 
twenty-four miles long, which has a fertile country about 
it, is twenty miles distant from the city of New- York; Con- 
necticut opposite to it ; New- Jersey about thirty miles dis- 
tant ; Philadelphia one hundred and ten, Maryland one 
hundred and thirty, Rhode-Island one hundred and fifty 
miles ; so that, in this fertile Island, the army can subsist 
without any succour from England or Ireland ; and, from 
their encampment on the above plain, they can, in five or 
six days, invade and reduce any of the above Colonies at 
pleasure. Add to these great advantages, that the posses- 
sion of the Narrows and Nutten-Island, would be the de- 
struction of this city ; but of this I think there would be no 
need, for all the principal inhabitants are, at heart, with the 
Crown, particularly all my brethren, the members of the 
Council, and most of the Assembly; but as the mob now 
commands, prudence forbids them to declare without a 
military force. You have many persons with you who are 
well acquainted with the navigation of the Sound. The 
spot which I advise you to land at is Cow-Bay. 

William Smith. 



general lee to president of congress. 

New-York, February 11, 1776. 

Sir : As the North-River is now entirely clear of ice, 
I thought it imprudent to suffer the cannon and other stores 
to remain any longer upon the Battery, and in yards at the 
very water-edge, from whence the ships-of-war might have 
conveyed them at their pleasure, as it would have been 
impossible to have obstructed their manoeuvres, almost 
within the very muzzles of their guns; this day, therefore, 
I ordered the whole to be removed to the ground before 
the Upper Barracks ; it was effected without the least oppo- 
sition, or show of opposition from the ships ; indeed, I even 
consider then- menaces to fire upon the town as idle gas- 
conades. Enclosed is a list of the pieces and their appur- 
tenances. 

The Mercury, frigate, the transport, and brig, are sailed ; 
if your fleet was out, they must certainly fall into your 
hands. 

Colonel Richmore will deliver this. I wish, sir, you 
would be very particular in questioning him with respect 
to. the state of your army, of your artillery, but, above all, 
with regard to the reputed abilities and popularity of your 
principal officers. I am sensible, sir, that it is a delicate 
subject to put an officer under the necessity of giving his 
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opinion of the capacity of others, but when the safely of 
the. slate depends upon a true knowledge of these circum- 
stances, all delicacy must be dispensed with ; and it may 
be asserted that the salvation or perdition of America, in 
great measure, depends upon the management or misman- 
agement of Canada. You will find Colonel Richmorc a 
very clear-headed man and intelligent soldier, and capable 
of giving the fullest necessary lights. He is convinced, 
that any number of battalions may be raised in Canada to 
serve out of their own country. I would submit it to the 
wisdom of the Congress, whether the scheme should not 
be immediately adopted ; it would answer a thousand good 
purposes, which must occur to every man. Firstly, we want 
men ; secondly, out of their own country, they are capable 
of being excellent soldiers; but, above all, it will be a 
pledge of the fidelity of the whole Province ; it will engage 
them so far that they cannot recede. 

I beg your pardon, sir, for the length, and, perhaps, in- 
coherence of this letter, for I perceive that, from want of 
sleep, my head is somewhat distracted. I am in hopes of 
walking out- in a couple of days, and that my head will 
grow clear as my feet grow strong. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Charles Lee. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c, &c. 

P. S. I have not been able to procure, (as thought and 
expected,) an exact list of the guns and stores this night, 
but will send it by the post. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

(Read March 4. — Referred to Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Sherman.] 

Montreal, February 11, 1776. 

Gentlemen: This letter will be delivered you by Mr. 
Walker and Mr. Price, two gentlemen whose friendship 
and attachment to our cause is well known, and to whom 
the United Colonies are under many obligations. As they 
are the best acquainted with this Province of, perhaps, any 
two gentlemen in it, and as there are many transactions of 
great importance to be determined concerning it, I have 
requested them to wait upon the Congress, that you may 
know from them fully every thing necessary for your in- 
formation. 

I have permitted the merchants in this place, trading to 
the upper country, to choose a committee to prefer a petition 
to the honourable the Congress, concerning their Indian 
trade. You will have from them, and from Messrs. Wal- 
ker and Price, what can be said for and against it ; and 
your determinations in that, and every other matter, I shall 
strictly attend to. 

Besides the operations of war, there are so many civil 
and political affairs that require the greatest care, and most 
delicate management, that I could wish a Committee of 
Congress might be sent into this Province. 

General Arnold has, in a most surprising manner, kept 
up the blockade of Quebeck, and that with half the num- 
ber of the enemy. He is now so well reinforced, that I 
apprehend but little danger from a sortie, should they make 
one. I intend to join him as soon as this place can be left 
with safety, and necessaries properly provided for forward- 
ing the troops as they arrive from the Colonies. 1 fear we 
shall meet with difficulty in taking the place, for want of 
proper artillery, ammunition, &c, but every thing possible 
will be done. Unless we keep up a greater force in this 
Province, from the Colonies, than should be brought against 
us in the Spring, I fear we can place no great dependance 
upon the Canadians ; and, in that case, it might be attended 
with very unhappy, if not fatal consequences. How great, 
a force the Ministry will send here is uncertain, yet many 
imagine they will make this Province the seat of war. I 
hope we shall be able to keep the field against them. 

I enclose you copies of several letters to General Schuy- 
ler, with a couple of his to me. He writes me that he had 
observed to Congress that I had wrote him with unbe- 
coming subacity. I think he might have pointed out to 
me the exceptionable parts of my letters, before he made 
bis observations to Congress. It gives me pain that I am 
obliged, in my own defence, to trouble you with examin- 
ing and determining which of us has the greatest reason to 
complain of ill treatment. I am conscious that my conduct 



will bear the strictest scrutiny. 1 have ever studiously 
avoided entering into any altercation with him, fearing that 
the publick interest might suffer by it. He_ began to insult 
me immediately on my joining the Army, as you will see 
by his letter of the 23d of October last, though I know of 
no reason under Heaven why he should treat me thus 
cavalierly, but merely to indulge his capricious humour, 
which, in the course of the last year, he has dealt out very 
liberally upon many of the officers who have served in this 
Department, complaints of which have frequently been 
made tome. Happy would it be for him, and for our cause, 
if he could learn to bridle his passions. The letters be- 
tween him and me will speak for themselves. 1 shall send 
him a copy of this letter, and also enclose with this a copy 
of my letter to him, of this date. No personal ill treatment 
will ever prevent my steadily and invariably continuing to 
pursue those measures which shall appear most conducive 
to the publick good, and shall think myself happy, if, by 
doing every thing in my power, I can be in the least in- 
strumental in maintaining and preserving the rights and 
liberties of my country. 

lam, with the greatest respect, gentlemen, your most 
obedient and very humble servant, 

David Wooster. 

To the Honourable Continental Congress. 



Montreal, January 14, 1776. 

Sip.: Your letter of the 81st ultimo I received per post, 
also a number of letters for General Montgomery, all which 
I opened, not knowing but they might contain something 
of a publick nature. The private letters I shall enclose 
with this ; you will doubtless send them to his friends. 

I a\n very glad to hear that we may soon expect a Pay- 
master. We have drained our friends here of all their 
cash,' and, without it, it is exceeding difficult to do any 
thing. Some of the persons which you sent back have 
behav'ed very illy, indeed. One Scars, whom I have now 
in confinement, immediately upon coming into the country 
circul ated a report that the Colonies had given over the 
thoughts of keeping this Province; that there were no sol* 
diers at Ticondcroga, nor Fort-George, nor any expected, 
Sic., fcc; a story very illy calculated for us at this time. 
Some' others, I hear, have made themselves very busy with 
the people. I expect, therefore, to be obliged to return to 
you sflme of them, with the other prisoners who are in this 
country, in a few days. 

Th.e four fusils taken by Major Lockwood were put up 
in a box, according to capitulation, and are now at St. 
John ' s, ready to be sent over the Lake. It was a mistake 
of Cot'onel Flemming's, or the fusils would have been taken 
from all the officers. They capitulated upon the same 
conditions as the garrison of St. John's, and, if you look 
into that, you will see that the officers were allowed their 
side-arms, but their fire-arms were to be put up in a box, 
and delivered to them when these unhappy disputes were 
ended, unless they chose to dispose of them before. 

I Siave great hopes that we shall, if reinforced in a short 
time,, be able to keep up the blockade at Quebeck. I 
have sent them a hundred and twenty men, which was all 
that could with prudence be spared from this place. By 
the desire of the officers here, and the gentlemen in town 
who are our friends, the day after Mr. Antill left this place 
I despatched an express to Onion-River, in order to get 
a reinforcement from the Green-Mountain Boys. I wrote 
to Colonel Warner, in the most pressing manner, to bring 
a regiment into this Province, and remain here, under the 
Continental pay, till they can be relieved ; a measure 
which the present exigency, I think, will justify. Whether 
they will come, or not, is yet uncertain. 

I understand that Quebeck is very strongly fortified, and 
so well stored with provisions, that I fear we cannot starve 
them out, till they can have supplies in the Spring. The 
river at Quebeck is not yet taken so as to be passable, but, 
if this weather holds, if soon will be. It then will be very 
difficult, if not impracticable, with the few men we have 
there, to prevent their getting provisions, if they do no- 
thing worse. How, then, will the place be taken ? We 
have at St. John's two brass twenty-four pounders. Will 
it not be well to send a number of heavy cannon from iVetc- 
York, if there are none at Ticonderoga, or Fort-George? 
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I understand they have a number of thirty-two pounders 
at New-York, and the thirteen-inch, and other mortars, 
from Ticondcroga, with shells, cannon, shot, carcasses, &c. 
We liave at Quebeck a howitzer, which throws an eight- 
inch shell. 1 am informed that one Pelissier, at Three- 
Rivers, can cast shells and shot of any size, but whether he 
will be able to do it soon enough, I cannot yet find out. 
, Will it not be well, in order in some measure to remedy 
the great difficulty of procuring hard money, to encourage 
a_ number of sutlers to bring across the Lakes all kinds of 
West-India and other liquors, sugar, and other articles, 
which can be procured in the Colonies, and wanted by the 
Army, for which they can be paid in paper money ? I am 
confident that rum, wine, sugar, &tc, can be well trans- 
ported from Albany here, and sold at a great profit, and 
yet be much cheaper than what we now give for it. For 
the same reason, would it not be well to send forward, as 
quick as possible, a quantity of rum, which is much wanted. 
I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

David Woostkr. 
To General Schuyler. 

Albany, January 26, I 776. 

Sir: Your letter of the 14th instant, with the p>apers 
enclosed, came to hand on the 24th. Copies of all 1 have 
sent to Congress; and on that part of your letter which 
respects the prisoners that I have given leave to return, 1 
have made the following observations to Congress : 

" From General Wooster's letter, one would be ),ed to 
imagine that 1 had sent back vast numbers of dangerous 
persons. He has before wrote to me on the occasion, with 
an unbecoming subacity. I, therefore, trouble you with 
the detail : Sears, whom he mentions, was sent to me; from 
Connecticut, with a recommendation to me from the 'Com- 
mittee of , to permit him to return to Canada, which 

I did, ordering him to wait on the commanding offficer. 
Captain Goodwin and Lieutenant Schalk I permitt'ed to 
remain at Ticonderoga, at the request of General Mc mtgo- 
mery, until they should be informed if their wive s and 
children, whom they had left at Quebeck, were go ne to 
England, or had come to Chambly; if to the latter,, then 
he wished they might be permitted to return, and cc mvey 
them into these Colonies. They (their wives and chil- 
dren) are at Chambly. Mr. McCullough,a Commi ssary, 
was another, a widower, who had left four small ch -ildren 
in Canada, and whom I likewise permitted to retui ™, on 
the same account. These, together with the Can adian 
peasants taken at St. John's, are all that I recollect tt j have 
sent back, and not even the least without the appro' balion 
of General Montgomery first had. The peasantry were 
too insignificant to have any influence, and there se emed, 
at that time, little danger from the others ; and yet J had 
the precaution to take their word of honour not to say ' any 
thing on the subject of the controversy. If they have 
abused my confidence, they are scoundrels, and I will treat 
them accordingly, without repenting that I gave ther n the 
indulgence, for that was an act of humanity. If they at *e not 
culpable, they are injured, and I too. I shall sift the mat- 
ter to the bottom, and my resentment, without any ki 
exception, shall be experienced by those that deservt 

Resolved, sir, to be treated with the respect due t 
as a gentleman, and as an officer intrusted with a ° ru* 
mand by the honourable the Representatives of Th r c on,. 
Colonies, it is my positive order that you cause al! "Te e |, 
persons as have had my permit to return into CanaoPocJj 
be called before you, and there confronted with their ac- . 
cusers, that they may have an opportunity to exculpate > 
themselves, if they can, from the charges which are mar 1 u e 
against them, and, if you find them guilty, then to; send 
them here in close confinement, together with the affi< 
ascertaining their guilt. 

You are hereby ordered immediately to send t 
place all prisoners, whether they have my permit, o 
together with such persons as may be dangerous 
cause, if suffered to remain in Canada, and who < 
claim a right to remain by some capitulation. 

You will also send me a return of the Army in C. 
with the names of the officers belonging to each c 
and you will cause such orders to be executed as I 
given in charge to General Montgomery, and transmi 
returns I had requested him to send me. 
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I enclose you certain resolutions of the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress, which you will carry into execution, as 
far as you can. 

I enclose you a bill on Mr. Jacob Jordan, for five hun- 
dred dollars, which you will please to receive, and credit 
the publick, advising me of its being accepted. 

Colonel Warner has sent some men to your relief. ][ 
have ordered him to complete the number to seven hun- 
dred and twenty-eight. Colonel Fellows, of the Count)* - 
of Berkshire, in the Massachusetts-Bay, is also raising a 
regiment, some of which are already inarched. Two regi- 
ments are on their way from Pennsylvania and New-Jer- 
sey, another is raising in Connecticut. Pray let an exact 
account be kept of the number of men sent by Colonel 
Warner, their names, and when they arrived at any post 
where provisions were issued to them. 

I take the liberty to enclose you a letter for Mrs. Har- 
rier ; her husband has gained the esteem of all the gentle- 
men in the country where he is quartered, by his prudence 
and politeness. 1 beg of you to have it safely conveyed to 
her, and to afford her your assistance in crossing the Lakes 
if she should incline to come this Winter. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To General Wooster. 

Montreal, January 19, 1776. 
Sir: Enclosed with this you will receive the names of at 
number of prisoners who will accompany Colonel Easton 
across the Lakes, the most of them prisoners of war, but 
some few of them, such persons as have, by their base, 
ungenerous conduct, shown themselves to be our bitterest 
enemies. I, therefore, think it very improper to suffer them 
to remain in the country. As a specimen of their prac- 
tices, I enclose you a copy of the affidavits of three very 
honest, well-disposed soldiers, concerning Mr. De Rou- 
ville's conduct. I shall, also, send Sears with them, who, 
as I wrote you in my last, began to spread stories of a very 
bad tendency, immediately upon arriving in the country. 

And here suffer me to remark, that at this time I must 
think that Albany is not so proper a place as some others 
for the prisoners. 1 have heard that a number of them 
remain there, where they have an opportunity of seeing 
whatever is done by our Army, and of giving their friends 
in this Province the earliest intelligence. 

Major Campbell has behaved himself in a very extraor- 
dinary manner, and has thrown out most ungenerous and 
illiberal invectives against my character. He told Captain 
Benedict, at Chambly, that I was a damned old scoundrel, 
and had broke my faith with him, for that he was pro- 
mised, both by General Montgomery and me, that he might 
remain in this town through the Winter. Truth is, that 
General Montgomery, just before he left this town, made 
out an order for Major Campbell and some other prison- 
ers to leave the town immediately, which order he gave 
to Major Lockwood to see executed ; but, as Major Camp- 
bell represented to me that he had some business which 
would suffer if he was not permitted to remain in town a 
few days, I permitted it. Soon after, it was difficult to 
pass the river; of consequence he staid till about a fort- 
night ago, when I sent him and some other gentlemen to 
Chambly, for which he was pleased to bestow upon me 
those illiberal invectives. 

I have just received intelligence from our Army before 
Quebeck ; they still keep up the blockade with spirit, yet 
are greatly distressed for want of men, being alarmed al- 
most every night, and having so few men, if not assisted in 
a little time, good as they are, (and men never behaved 
better,) they must be worn out. I have sent them a rein- 
forcement of a hundred and twenty, who I suppose will 
arrive there to-morrow, and another party of seventy will 
set off to-morrow from this place. What they will do at 
Qucbeck, or what any of us can do for want of money, 
God only knows. Money we must have, or give up every 
thing. Our friends are drained already. I hope the Pay- 
master is on the way. All that can be done will be done 
to procure it, but it is impossible to exist as an Army 
much longer without it. 

I mentioned, in my last, that cannon and mortars might 
be wanted. Should be glad of your thoughts upon the 
subject, and to know what quantity of powder can be far- 
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warded, and what cannon and mortars. I think it of the 
greatest importance lhal whatever fcrTent should be here 
by the 1st of March, when we expect, if properly assisted, 
to erect batteries and cannonade the town, which will 
doubtless be desperately maintained, 

Mr. Pelissier,o( Three-Rivers, has sent to me to know 
the size of our mortars and cannon, tis he is about casting 
shells and shot. You will, therefore, be good enough to 
inform me what size the mortars and cannon are of, which 
will be sent across the Lake. 

I forgot to mention to you, in my last, that we have se- 
veral prisoners from among the soldiery confined, whose 
crimes require a General Court-MartiaT, and, as I have 
never received your orders for calling one, they cannot be 
tried. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

David Wooster. 
To General Schvyler. 

Montreal, January 27, 1776. 

Dear Sir: Your favour of the 14th instant, with the 
money, was delivered to me by Captain Benson and the 
other gentleman. I was very happy to receive the cash, 
which was greatly wanted, and more so to hear that a large 
reinforcement is coming on ; a few have already arrived, 
as volunteers, which adds fresh spirits to our men. 

With what assistance I have already supplied Colonel 
Arnold, and the recruits that I shall soon send him, 1 have 
great hopes he will be able to continue the blockade till 
We are prepared to prosecute vigorously different measores. 
By what information 1 have been able^ jo procure, I fear 
that their provisions will last them till they can be relieved 
in the Spring. You will, therefore, see the necessity of 
forwarding heavy cannon, mortars, shells, and shot, with a 
large supply of powder. Colonel Ritzema, who will hand 
you this, will inform you how necessary a large supply of 
those things will be to us in carrying orroxrropeTations. 

We have in this Province many of the officers of the 
New- York battalions, who are desirous of continuing in the 
service, but their regiments are broken to pieces, many are 
returned home, and some, when their term of inlistments 
were out, inlisted inio other corps. I could wish that those 
battalions could be speedily filled up, for which purpose I 
have consented that Colonel Ritzema should proceed to 
Albany, and there he will receive yoar directions. 

1 have called in the most of the commissions which 
Carleton had given to the officers of Militia in this part 
of the Province, that is, down as far as Three-Rivers, and 
given out new ones under the Congressr Those who re- 
fuse to give up their commissions under Carleton, (and I 
expect some will.) I shall consider as erremies to us, and as 
such shall make prisoners of them. 1 allow each Parish to 
choose their own officers, which I find pleases them much. 
I hope it will be attended with happy consequences, as those 
who take commissions under the Congress will be afraid to 
desert our cause, and no principle operates so strongly upon 
the minds of the Canadians as fear. 

1 am, also, about establishing a Committee of Safety in 
this town, which will, also, be a Committee of Correspond- 
ence. They will, by settling a thousand trifling disputes, 
ease me of a very great burden. But I have something 
further in view: when it is once established in this town, 
perhaps other places in the country will be inclined to fol- 
low the example, and by degrees they may-possibly he led 
to choose a Provincial Congress, and, ofcourse, Delegates 
for the Continental Congress. 1 confess, to me there ap- 
pears at least a plausibility in the scheme. What we wish, 
we easily believe. 

I have already wrote you that 1 think it of importance 
to send sutlers into this Province. You are sensible that 
it will be next to impossible to procure hard money suffi- 
cient for maintaining an army here, and I am convinced 
that many articles maybe brought over the Lakes into this 
Province to great advantage. Will it not, therefore, be 
well to give every possible encouragement f or the bringing 
of every article wanted in this Province Irom the C olonies, 
not only for the use of the Army but forThe people of the 
country. Possibly by that means we rrra y^ airra currency 
for our Continental money. ~~~Z~~~. 

1 expect, in a little time, to get mdfersjri such a way 
here as to be able to leave this place, when I shall imme- 



diately proceed to our camp before Quebeck, and can then 
be under better advantages to determine what measures to 
pursue. 

Mr. Pelissier, of Three-Rivers, tells me that he shall 
not be able to cast any shells for us till the 1st of May. 

Colonel Arnold has not, as yet, sent me General Mont- 
gomery's letters and papers. When they arrive, I shall 
forward to you all such as are not necessary for the rule of 
my conduct, and shall certainly lake particular care of the 
baggage of the dear, deceased General, and of your worthy 
Aid-de-camp. 

Major Liockwood and Captain Rensselaer desire me to 
present their respects to you. I have appointed Captain 
Rensselaer Deputy Mustermasler-General. 1 found that it 
was impossible, consistently with the good of the service, to 
do any longer without one. Hope it will be approved of. 

I am, dear sir, most respectfully, your very humble ser- 

' David Wooster. 

To General Schuyler. 

P. S. 1 could wish that the Paymaster may be sent over 
as quick as possible, as we shall be able to make some lit- 
tle use of Continental money in paying the troops here. 
As we shall be obliged to make use of a considerable part 
of the hard cash now received, in paying sums that we 
have borrowed for a few days only, we shall in a very 
short jime be in need of more. 

Colonel Campbell sent in to Governour Carleton, by the 
flag of truce which came out for the prisoners' baggage, 
that he would gladly pay the value of General Montgo- 
mery's watch, if it could be procured, the consequence of 
which was, they sent out the watch without requiring pay, 
and I now send it to you by Colonel Riizema. 

Montreal, January 29, 177G. 

Dear General: 1 wrote you the 27th instant, since 
which 1 have received the papers and letters of our dear 
deceased General Montgomery, all which, except some few, 
which contain instructions for our operations in this coun- 
try I r'ow forward you by Major Ogden. I am informed 
that lue commonly burnt all confidential letters from friends 
as he : received them, so that there are none left, unless 
there i may be some in the packet to Mr. Livingston. 

I sh tall take particular care of his effects and Captain 
Macp. herson's when I receive them. The Army accounts, 
receipt's, &c, I shall be obliged to keep, for a few days, 
till I c 'an get them copied, to prevent impositions. I have 
also n sceived letters from Colonel Arnold, with an estimate 
of sue h artillery stores, &c.,as he thinks necessary for the 
reduction of Quebeck, together with an inventory of such 
artillei 'y> ammunition, stores, &c, as are at St. Foy's and 
Point- -aux-Trcmbles. As I find the return of stores which 
has bi ?en made from St. John's is an imperfect one, I shall, 
to-mo; 'row, send Major Lockwood to St. John's, in com- 
pany \ with Major Ogden, (who will be on his way to (he 
Colon ie s,) where he will make out, and enclose to you, an 
exact inventory of all the artillery, ammunition, stores, &c, 
which ' are in this Province in our possession. We have 
but or ie piece of cannon larger than a twelve-pounder, and 
that is j a brass twenty-four. If it is possible to send us a 
few hi eavy cannon across the Lake, I think they will be 
highly/ necessary, as our small ones will make but little im- 
pression upon such a strong foriified place as Quebeck; 
besides, it will hardly answer to strip this garrison and St. 
Johi'.i entirely. 

I enclose you a letter from Colonel Arnold to Congress, 
with Iris estimate, &c. You will see its contents, and if 
you tl.cink proper, send with it the inventory which Major 
Lockicood will make out. There is no need of suggesting 
to you; the almost infinite importance of taking possession 
of that; town, before they can obtain a reinforcement in the 
Spring, and therefore, the most vigorous measures ought to 
be used, and the greatest expedition in forwarding every 
thing necessary ; more especially, as the Canadians and 
our friends here assure me, that by the middle of March 
the roads from this to Quebeck are impassable. 

Of the few men who have arrived here, I find several of 
them have bad arms, and are obliged to wait in this place 
to have them repaired, and even then they are but bad. I 
could wish they might be better furnished, if it were possi- 
ble, before they come into this country. I hope, before 
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this reaches you, that the Rebels of Tryon County will be 
quelled, and their good arras put to a better use. 

Accept of my best wishes for your health, success, and 
happiness, and believe me, respectfully, your most obedi- 
ent and very humble servant, -p. w 

"•' ' David Woosteh. 

To General Schuyler. 

Montreal, February 11, 1776. 

Sir : Your letter of the 26th ultimo I have received, in 
answer to which, give me leave to observe to you, that I 
also claim a right to be treated with the respect due to me 
as a gentleman and an officer intrusted with a command 
from the honourable the Representatives of Thirteen Colo- 
nies. Why, sir, are these positive mandates ? Have I ever 
disputed your orders? Since 1 have been in the Army I 
have exerted every faculty to promote a union among the 
officers, and have carefully avoided every thing that might 
have the least tendency to cause jealousies; in short, sir, I 
have steadily and invariably pursued those measures that 
appeared to me conducive to the true interest of our coun- 
try. How ungenerous, therefore, is it that an advantage 
should be taken of my conciliatory disposition. Yet, you 
will pardon me if I misjudge. I cannot account for your 
imperious conduct towards me upon any other principle. 
You will remember your letter to me while 1 was at St. 
John's, founded in falsehood, and which you could have no 
motive for writing but to insult me. I thought it, at that 
time, not worth answering, and shall, at present, take no 
further notice of it. I shall, however, send a copy of it to 
Congress, and of your last letter, together with copies of 
my own, except the one which you observe was wrote with 
unbecoming subacity ; that is somehow mislaid, and I shall 
be obliged to you if you will forward it. I can remember 
nothing in it either disrespectful or subacid, and being con- 
fident nothing of that nature was intended, I presume the 
Congress will find that it is not expressed. As you have 
already complained to the honourable the Congress, I 
thought it my duty to show them what has passed between 
us, and they will judge which of us has the greatest reason 
to complain of ill treatment. For the present, let the, mat- 
ter rest, they will doubtless do justice. This is no lime to 
altercate ; the whole of our time is little enough to attend to 
the operations absolutely necessary for the defence of our 
cousiy. 

You will give me leave to inform you that the com- 
manding officer who is with the Army is to give out orders, 
and is the only competent judge of what is proper, and what 
not, for the internal regulation of the Army, and for the 
immediate safety of this country. 

Since the death of the worthy and brave General Mont- 
gomery (with whom I had the happiness to serve in the 
strictest harmony and friendship, and who ever treated me 
like a gentleman) the command devolves upon me, and I 
shall give out such orders as appear to me necessary for 
the publick good, and shall send out of the country all pri- 
soners and such persons as may be thought dangerous to 
our cause, as soon as it can be done with convenience. The 
returns of the Army shall be made out and transmitted to 
you, 1 shall also take care that your orders to General 
Montgomery ate executed as far as is possible, and shall do 
every thing in my power to carry into execution every 
resolve of the Congress. 

Mr. Jordan has accepted the bill for five hundred dol- 
lars. When it is paid, I shall credit the publick. I men- 
tioned to you, in a former letter, that I thought it very 
necessary that an Artillery company, as well as artillery 
s.tores, &c, should be sent into this country. Should be 
glad to hear whether they can be spared from the Colonies 
or not, and what assistance of that nature we may expect. 

I shall send a copy of this letter to Congress, and, shall 
also enclose with this a copy of my letter to Congress; if 
there are any misrepresentations, you will have an oppor- 
tunity to correct them. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

David Wooster. 
To General Schuyler. 

P. S. I will just observe further, that I think it would 
have been much more generous in you, to have pointed out 
to me the exceptionable part ol my letters, before you 
complained to Congress. 




1008 



Ticonderoga, October 23, 1775. 



Sir : Being well informed that you have declared, on 
your way to this plac e, that if you were at St. John's, you 
would matcbZIn teethe Fori, at the head of your regiment, 
and as it is jtlst that you should have an opportunity of 
showing your prowess and that of your regiment, I have 
desired General Montgomery to give you leave to make 
the attempt, iryou clioose. I do not wish, however, that 
you should be too lavish of your men's lives, unless you 
have a prospect of gaining the Fortress. 

I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

— Philip Schuyler. 

To General Wooster. 



RUFUS PUTNAM TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

*37 " "* ~"~ TToxbury Camp, February 11, 1776. 

Mat it please your Excellency : You have enclos- 
ed a chart of some of the most important posts and rising 
ground in and near Boston, which is as exact as I am able 
to make fr om the little leis ure I have had to take surveys 
of them. By this draft, it appears, that the enemy's works 
on the Neck is nearer the Causeway going to Dorchester- 
Foint than Bunker Hill is to the covered way going on 
to Lechmere's Point. Therefore, if a covered way was 
necessary m that case, ~it will be in this. Should your 
Excellency think proper to order works thrown up on any 
part of the Point, how this covered way will be made is a 
question. To procure upland or marsh turf at this season, 
is, in my opinionyubsolutely impossible, and nothing short 
of timber, insteacl o Tturf, wilj answer the purpose. The me- 
thod I havejho ugTit of, is to side or hew the limber on two 
sides only, ra ising a single tier on the side of the Cause- 
way, .raising 5 parapet^f stone and earth next the enemy, 
the timber to be wel l spliced together, and, if need be, a 
post with a brace in about fifty feel to support the timber 
against the stone and earth. 1 know stone are bad in a 
parapet, but as they are easily procured from the walls at 
Dorchester, and 1 t hink cannot be driven through the tim- 
ber by any shot whatever, 1 would place them at the bot- 
tom, and cover the top with earth, which might be procured 
by openin g a pit f or that purpose. About two hundred 
rods is necessity tcTbe made a_ covered way, which eighty 
tons of timb er to raise one foot, and so in proportion to 
every foot the parapet is high. 

I have been to^ lhe swamp I mentioned to your Excel- 
lency the etlificday, find it between twelve and thirteen 
miles fromjhjLlinss_of Dorchester ; there is near one hun- 
dred tons alread y got out,T)esides a number of mill-logs ; 
the carting from this place will be twelve shillings per ton. 
One hundre d tons m ore may be had on these lands, if the 
swamp do es not bre ak, and, no doubt, but timber may be 
had in oth er p laces. Wiiat your Excellency may think of 
so costly a work I cannot tell, it is the only method I know 
of, but wish a be tter w ay may be found out. I hope your 
Excellency will pardon my ofrlciousness in suggesting, that I 
think this work~may be carried on with safety to the peo- 
ple employed, and to the cause in general, as the enemy 
cannot take possession of Dorchester- Hill at present. Can 
we, by any means, raise a covered way in this frozen season, 
it will be of no sm all c onsequence in taking possession of 
this groun d in a favourabl e hour. The people who have 
been empl oyed by Mr. Davis in getting the timber out of 
the swam p, will get no more unless your Excellency gives 
orders for it, 

I remain, your Excellency's most obedient, humble ser- 
vant, „ „ 

Kufus Putnam. 
To General Washington. 



MEMORIA L OX WE STj[ND IA PLANTERS AND MERCHANTS, 
PR ES ENTEj> T O LORD GEORGE GERMAINE. 

February 12, 1776. 

Your memorialists, in consequence of your Lordships' 
Inclination, publickly declared, to assist and relieve the Su- 
gar Colonies, your memorialits held a general meeting on 
the 22d o f December last, and another on the 7th instant, 
the result wljereo£Jiaj> been to lay the following proposi- 
tions before your Lordships. 

That it is the opinion of your memorialists, that during 
the continuatjoin of this calamitous war, and the interdic- 
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tion of commerce with the associated Provinces in North 
America, no adequate consumption can be found but in 
Great Britain and Ireland for those parts of the produce 
of the Sugar Colonies which used to be given in exchange 
for lumber and provisions, and consumed in North Ame- 
rica. 

That it is the opinion of your memorialists, that stopping 
the distillation of grain in Great Britain and Ireland, (in 
like manner as it was stopped in Great Britain by the 
acts of Parliament passed in the 30th, 32d, and 33d years 
of the reign of His Majesty King George the Second,) 
would materially promote such consumption, and thereby 
enable them to purchase some provisions and lumber 
wherever they may be found. 

That it is the opinion of your memorialists, that redu- 
cing the duty of excise payable upon the importation of rum 
into Great Britain and Ireland, and from spirits drawn from 
molasses in Great Britain and Ireland, so far as to accom- 
modate its price to the various uses of manufactures and 
consumption, to which spirituous liquors are commonly 
applied, would materially promote such consumption. 

Your memorialists having thus submitted to your Lord- 
ships their sentiments of what may afford some immediate, 
though inadequate relief to their impending distress, are 
nevertheless of opinion, that peace only, and only such a 
peace as will restore the ancient intercourse between the 
West-India Islands and the Northern Continent of Ame- 
rica, to the general harmony and lasting benefit of the 
whole British empire, can effectually prevent the evils 
with which they are more than threatened. 

That your memorialists have informed your Lordships of 
their wants and their propositions for relief, are anxious to 
be forthwith enabled to give such directions to their agents 
abroad for the future management of their property and 
concerns as may correspond with the countenance and en- 
couragement they hope to receive from Administration. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO WILLIAM SPEAR. 
[No. 13.J Annapolis, February 12, 1776. 

Sie : We are sorry to hear of the seizure of the vessels 
you mention in yours of the 7th ; however, we hope the 
report about Neilt's schooner may not be true. As we may 
probably think of giving some further instructions to your 
Captain, we shall take it as a favour if, when he comes 
down, you will accompany him. We are, &c. 
To William Spear, Esq. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES IN CONGRESS. 
[No. 14.] Annapolis, February 12, 1776. 

Gentlemen: The Convention in consequence of the 
desire of the Congress, had ordered three companies of 
our Minute-Men to march to the assistance of the Coun- 
ties of Accomack and Northampton, in Virginia ; two of 
them are already, as we hear, at their stations, and you will 
see by the enclosed, the reason why the other is prevent- 
ed from complying with the orders of the Convention. 
We would, were it in our power, with great readiness spare 
the arms wanted. Since the rising of the Convention till 
Friday last, we have not heard from the Eastern Shore. 
The communication having been cut off by the frost, we 
send you the letters, that you may know the state of the 
affairs, and, if necessary, apprize the Congress of it. 

We are, &c. 

To the Deputies for Maryland, in Congress. 

STEPHEN WEST TO GABRIEL DUVALL. 

Woodyard, Monday, February 12, 1776. 

Sir : I received your letter of the 6th, by order of the 
Council of Safety, respecting my powder and gun-locks. As 
to the first, a certificate and receipt with the other papers 
were lodged some days past by my son with the Treasurer, 
who, as 1 wanted the money, was so civil as to pay it to my 
son. If any formality further is necessary, I must pray the 
favour of the honourable Council of Safety, and grant it, 
the powder and lead, upon producing my receipt, and their 
order will be instantly delivered. Mean time, it is under 
the care and eye of the Committee — the quantity five hun- 
dred and seventy-five pounds powder, sixteen hundred 



pounds of lead antf shot. As to gun-locks, I was desired 
when I was at Annapolis to keep what 1 had, and what 
cuttoe knives also. I sent upon account of both, viz: 
ninety-two gun-locks, price from seven shillings six pence, 
to sixteen shillings six pence — the average, thirteen shillings 
three pence, which I believe you will find among the Secret 
Committee papers. The qualities are various — some plain, 
some single bridle, some double, but all pretty good as those 
prices can afford. We have some locks hereabouts that 
cost eighteen shillings, sterling, at London, and I have seen 
some at thirty-seven shillings six pence, sterling. Those 
I have will, I believe, do pretty well. I could have sold 
them to better advantage to the Virginia agents, but as I 
supposed sometime or other our people would prepare for 
defence, and my smith's repairing fire-arms, and wanting 
locks, I kept them. I am very indifferent about selling 
them, but if the honourable Council of Safety desire to 
have them they are at their service. I believe I may have 
one hundred. I bought most of them in the South Branch 
of Virginia. As to the cuttoes, I have two hundred and 
thirty-one, as you will see by the account. My brimstone 
cost me more than the publick offers. 1 lost not a mo- 
ment jn communicating the letter directed to T. C, S. fV., 
and W. T. W., and setting engines to work, and I believe 
we shall succeed, but we want money to exchange. Of 
this more hereafter. My best respects attend the honour- 
able Council, and am, sir, your very humble servant, 

Stephen West. 
To Mr. Gabriel Duvall, Clerk of the Council of Safety. 



THOMAS CONTEE AND OTHERS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF 
SAFETY. 
TJpper-Marlborough, February 12, 1 776. 
Gentlemen: We received yours of the 2d instant, 
with the appointment, and have immediately set about the 
business. We find it may be necessary to have cash in 
hand to give exchange for specie, as we shall get small 
sums in many hands, and people will prefer having the 
money at the time they give up their gold and silver. This 
mode would save us much trouble, and we presume that 
it would forward the business. If you was to send us down 
fifteen hundred pounds, common money, immediately, by 
some safe hand, and each of us would be accountable for 
five hundred pounds. We wish it may be in our power to 
collect a much larger sum in this County. If so, we shall 
apply for more when we return the former sum in specie. 

We are, gentlemen, with great respect, your most obe- 
dient servants, Thomas Contee, 

Stephen West, 
William T. Wootton. 

To the Honourable Council of Safety of Maryland. 



COLONEL H. HOLLINGSWORTH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF 
SAFETY. 
Cecil County, Head of Elk, February 12, 1776. 
Gentlemen: On my return home, I find our commis- 
sions for this battalion are not come to hand, which induces 
me to conclude they are not made out, and in the return, 
now with you, I apprehend an Adjutant is omitted. 1 am 
this day desired (by Colonel Charles Rumsey, who is now 
called from home) to recommend to your Honours, Mr. 
James Litker, as a suitable person for Adjutant for this 
Battalion, and to pray in his behalf, that a commission be 
made out for said Luker, (as Adjutant), to come up with 
the other commissions for the battalion, with the bearers 
Messrs. Ewing and Gilpin, if convenient ; as some of the 
companies are rather ticklish, the forwarding the commis- 
sions may be of particular service. 

Permit me, in behalf of Colonel Rumsey, to style myself, 
gentlemen, your most obedient, and most humble servant, 
H. Hollingsworth, Lieutenant- Colonel. 

To the Honourable Council of Safety of Maryland. 



GEORGE STRICKER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
Fredericktown, February 12, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Mr. Thomas Smyth, my First Lieutenant, 
waits on you, to receive the money necessary to arm and 
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equip my company. The sum you will see by the enclosed 
estimate. I hope you will not delay sending the money, 
as we are retarded by nothing but the want of necessaries. 
I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

George Stricker. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland '. 



JOHN HARRISON, JUN., TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Fredericktown, February 12, 1776. 

Sir: By direction of the Committee, I transmitted to 
the last Convention, an account of the expenses of con- 
veying and guarding the powder, &.C., sent by order of the 
Council of Safety to Baltimore, which, I am told, the Con- 
vention allowed. The persons employed by the Commit- 
tee look to them for their money. I am, therefore, de- 
sired to request you will be pleased to send it up by the 
bearer, Mr. Elia Williams. The amount you have below, 
exclusive of the wages to the officer of the guard, whose 
allowance was left to the Convention, which I presume 
they settled. 

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

John Harrison, Jun. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 

Three wagons hired, at four pounds each, - - £12 00 
Six men as a guard, at thirty-two shillings and six- 
pence, each, --------- 9 15 

£21 15 

Officer of the Guard. 



THOMAS EWING TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Baltimore, February 12, 1776. 

Honourable Sirs : I now acquaint you, that agreeable 
to your orders directed to Major Gist and myself, I have 
proved all the guns made by the gunsmiths in town, as be- 
low, in company with Mr. Vanbibber, who has seen them 
several limes tried in England. Mr. Keener, after seeing 
the rest tried, refused to have his proved ; but upon my 
threatening a good deal, he complied. We charged all the 
guns with one ounce of powder, and two balls. I have a. 
poof-stamp, with which I stamped all that proved good, 
which stamp I will not deliver to any, without your orders. 

I have the honour to be, your most obedient, humble ser- 

vant > Thomas Ewing. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 

1776, Feb. 7. Peter Lydiclc, 72 guns ; 64 good, 8 bad. 
" " S. Missersmilh, 27 guns ; 23 good, 4 bad. 
« " S. Keener, 32 guns; 13 good, 19 bad. 



WILLIAM NEILL TO CHARLES CARROLL. 

Baltimore, February 12, 1776. 

Sir : Before this, no doubt, you have heard of the ill fate 
of the schooner Nancy, at St. Eustatia. 1 have as yet no 
letters from my Captain or supercargo. I daily expect to 
hear from them; as soon as I do, shall advise you. As to 
the vessel's being taken, that account is confirmed different 
ways, which I am sorry for. I have provided a cargo of 
flour some time ago, expecting the schooner in, and had no 
doubt of her bringing ammunition, which would have got 
me a permission to have loaded her out on my own ac- 
count. I have a good deal of money due me from St. 
Croix, a Danish Island, near to Si. Evstatia. If your ho- 
nourable Council would give me liberty to send a schooner 
I now have here, to that place, where I have a number of 
correspondents, which I know to be true friends to our 
cause, and will go any lengths to serve us with such things 
as we may want, I would load her with three or foil" thou- 
sand red-oak staves, some flour, and Indian meal, and 
corn, and send her immediately to St. Croix, where my 
Captain, with the assistance of my friends there, would get 
all the powder that could be got in that island, and could go 
over to St. Eustatia ; leave my vessel at St. Croix; purchase 
such goods as I wanted ; order powder, Sic, if to be got, 
and take it to St. Croix in a small craft, where it might, 
with great safety, be put on board my vessel. The money 
that is due me there, and the cargo 1 would send out, would, 
J think, buy near two thousand pounds value of a back 



cargo. So eligible is this plan to me, that I have laid it 
before you, that if you give me permission, I will risk it all 
on my own account, and will give all the arms, ammuni- 
tion, &c, I may get in, the first offer of all, to the Council 
of Safety. Should you be afraid, that by granting me this 
permission, you would be troubled with many other appli- 
cations, it need not be known to any, but that she goes on 
account of the Province. 

Sir, you will please excuse me troubling you, as you are 
the only gentleman of the Council I have the honour to 
be acquainted with. 

Pray favour me with an answer by the first opportunity, 
and you wjll much oblige, sir, your very humble servant, 

William Neill. 

To the Honourable Charles Carroll, a Member of the 
Council of Safety. 

CHESTER COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, Choster County, February 12, 1776. 

Resolved, That Benjamin Brannan, ffalter Finney, 
and John Beaton, be, and they are hereby, appointed to 
attend the Saltpetre Works in Philadelphia, in order to 
obtain a competent knowledge of the method of making 
that article, as practised there, that they may be qualified to 
exhibit the process to such of the inhabitants of this Coun- 
ty, whose publick virtue and patriotism may lead them to 
enter into the manufacture "f that useful and necessary 
commodity; and Caleb Davis, Doctor Kennedy, and Wil- 
liam Montgomery, are appointed to receive all the Saltpe- 
tre that shall be made in this County, and also pay for the 
same agreeable to the Resolve of the Committee of Safety. 

Resolved, That each Member of this Committee will 
go through their respective Townships, to collect good 
Blankets for the use of Colonel Wayne's Battalion, to bo 
delivered in Chester, to Colonel F. Johnson, who will pay 
such price for the same, on account of the Congress, as the 
said Committee have agreed for with the Inhabitants. 

Resolved, That the Inhabitants of Chester, Marcus- 
Hook, and the adjacent neighbourhood, be requested im- 
mediately to form one Artillery Company, to consist of 
forty -five Privates, one Captain, a Captain-Lieutenant, and 
a First and Second Lieutenant, and four Sergeants, who 
will be supplied with the necessary field-pieces, Sic, for 
accommodating the same. 

By order of the Committee : 

F. Johnson, Secretary. 

To the Inhabitants of the Northwest District of the Coun- 
ty of Chester : 

Pursuant to a Resolve of the Committee of Inspection 
for the County of Chester, the subscriber having attended 
at the Manufactory, in the city of Philadelphia, and having 
received all the necessary information and instructions re- 
specting the process of making Saltpetre, hereby gives 
notice, that be will attend at the house of Mr. Johnson, in 
East- Whiteland, on the 1st and 2d of March; at the house 
of Mr. Culbertson, at the Yellow- Springs, on the 4th and 
5th ; at the house of Mr. McKnight, in West-Nantmeal, 
on the 7th and 8th ; at the house of Mr. Brumbach, in 
Vincent, on the 1 lib and 12th; at the house of Mr. 
Gibbons, in West-Nantmeal, on the 14th and 15th of said 
month, in order to teach and instruct all such persons as 
may be influenced by patriotism to engage in this laudable 
undertaking, so peculiarly necessary and interesting in the 
present critical juncture, at which several times and places 
the process is intended to be shown to all who may please 
to attend. John Beaton. 

To the Inhabitants of the County of Chester. 

Pursuant to the recommendation of the Committee of 
Safety for the Province of Pennsylvania, to the Committee 
of Inspection for the County of Chester, Benjamin Bran- 
nan, Walter Finney, and John Beaton, were appointed to 
attend the Saltpetre Manufactory, in the city of Philadel- 
phia, in order to perfect themselves in said art. We having 
complied therewith, do hereby give notice to all those 
vvhose publick virtue and patriotic!* spirit would excite 
them to such a valuable and necessary undertaking at this 
crisis of time, that attendance will be given at the house of 



iiijU i 



1013 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, FEBRUARY, 1776. 



I0T4 



Mrs. Wilhy, in the borough of Chester, on the 1st and 2d 
of March; at the house of Mr. Hood, in Oxford, on the 
4th and 5th ; at the house of Mr. Miller, in Birmingham, 
on the 6th and 7th ; at the house of Mr. Powell, in New- 
town, on the 8th and 9th ; at the house of Mr. Bell, in 
Kennet, on the 12th and 13th ; and at the house of Wal- 
ter Finney, in New-London, on the 14th and 15th of said 
month, in order to teach and instruct all persons who may 
please to apply at the times and places above-mentioned. 

Benjamin Brannan, 
Walter Finnet. 



PRESIDENT HANCOCK TO NEW-JERSEY CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, February 12, 1776. 

Gentlemen: The arrival of troops at New- York, the 
importance of that place to the welfare of America, and the 
necessity of throwing up a number of works to prevent our 
enemies from landing and taking post there, render it ne- 
cessary that a number of troops should immediately join 
General Lee. I am, therefore, desired to apply to you, 
and request you Would, with all possible expedition, send 
detachments of your Minute-Men, equal to a battalion, 
(under proper officers, and well armed and accoutred,) to 
New- York, there to be under the command of General 
Lee. 

Your approved zeal in the cause of your country gives 
riie the strongest assurance that you will with alacrity em- 
brace this opportunity of giving aid to your neighbours, and 
that your people will cheerfully engage in a service by 
which they will not only render a very essential service to 
their country, but also have an opportunity of acquiring 
military skill and knowledge in the construction of field- 
works, and the method of fortifying and intrenching camps, 
by which they will be the better able, when occasion calls, 
to defend their rights and liberties. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient humble servant, 

John Hancock, President. 
To the Honourable Convention of New-Jersey. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL LEE. 

Philadelphia, February 12, 177G. 

Sir: Your letter of the 9th instant I this morning re- 
ceived, and immediately laid before Congress, who, with- 
out delay, paying that attention to it which the intelligence 
therein contained required, despatched an order lo the 
Convention of New-Jersey, and made application to the 
Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, requesting them to 
send immediately to your assistance, from each of their 
respective Colonies, detachments from the Minute-Men 
and Associators equal to a battalion, from each Colony. 
The battalion from New-Jersey, which lies contiguous, 
will, I hope, be with you in two or three days. A ton of 
powder is, also, ordered to be sent forward to you, with all 
possible expedition. The four battalions ordered to be 
raised in Pennsylvania, are, I understand, in great for- 
wardness. The Congress have given orders to have a 
return made of those inlisted. 

That God may restore you to health, and crown your 
endeavours in defence of liberty with success, is the sin- 
cere and ardent prayer of, sir, your most humble servant, 

John Hancock, President. 
To Major-General Lee, at New-York. 

P. S. The Congress will determine, as soon as possible, 
respecting an Hospital, and you shall know the result. 



AN EARNEST APPEAL TO THE PEOPLE. 

Philadelphia, February 12, 1776. 

1 cannot recall an idea to my mind more amazingly 
absurd and stupid, than the idea of Lord North's second 
attempt to gull the Colonists into a belief of his inclination 
to hold out to them terms of a safe and amicable reconci- 
liation with Great Britain. No one is ignorant that the 
Americans have offered every thing that can possibly be 
devised, to bury the injurious and enslaving claim of Ad- 
ministration in perpetual oblivion, and leave matters on the 
same footing they were before the pretence was held up,. 
Those generous proposals, however often repeated, have 
as often been rejected with an insolent contempt; and yet, 



the profound politician tells his opponents in the British 
House of Commons, that he is heartily inclined to a recon- 
ciliation with the Colonies, and willing to put them in the 
situation they so passionately desire ; that is, (says he to a 
Courtier demanding explanation,) in a slate of absolute de- 
pendance on the British Parliament in all cases whatso- 
ever ; for, says his Lordship, they were unquestionably thus 
dependant in 1763. 

Had his Lordship entirely forgot the success of his for- 
mer experiments-, perhaps a trial of the same wretched 
trick over again, might have appeared less ridiculous ; I 
may, indeed, say, less insulting to the lowest understand- 
ing. I would ask the most credulous votary for making up 
the dispute, what possible grounds they perceive to found 
their expectation of a permanent reconciliation upon ? Has 
any thing lately turned up which has indicated a change of 
disposition in the Prince or his favourites? Can a majori- 
ty which have been secured from one seven years to ano- 
ther, by pure force of corruption, be depended on to remain 
firm to a slaughtering, plundering, and desolating Court, and 
share the detestation of present and future ages for mere- 
nothing ? Has the Court resolved to cast Bernard, Hutch- 
inson rand daughter, Richardson, the murderer, crazy John 
Malcolm, and Richardson, the recent volunteer, out on the 
community ? I tell you nay. 

You have a fresh instance of the firmness of the Cabi- 
net, in adding another three thousand pound pensioner to 
the list, in a conjuncture when all mankind will confess 
there is need of saving. These burdensome pensions must 
come from some part of the dominions. If Great Britain 
and Ireland have conceived such a mortal hatred to Ame- 
rica that they can hug her most inveterate enemies in 
their bosom, and vote them such munificent rewards for 
drawing her into so destructive a civil war, we cannot be 
safe in the power of such enemies. If they abound in re- 
sources as largely as Mr. Wedderburne and others boast 
they do, let them cease complaining of their poverty, and 
contentedly discharge their own national debt, rather than 
go on augmenting it by their efforts to saddle it, with an 
unlimited pension list, on America. 

Does the nation bear the weight of the present unnatu- 
ral quarrel with America, on other terms than a firm assu- 
rance of the Court that millions of leading men's depend- 
ants shall be provided for in America, for whom places can 
by no means be found at home. Is not the very genius of 
the people of Great Britain and Ireland corrupted, inso- 
much that the vievqs of young fellows of education, or any 
connexion with men of note, are altogether set on publick 
money? Can our peaceable men indulge a gleam of hope 
that this humour will alter, or that youths, bred in idleness 
and dissipation, will become industrious and disinterested 
patriots ? If not, they must then be so weak as to conceit 
that Ministers will become less fond of fingering the pub- 
lick money, and securing themselves in places of power 
and profit by means of it — indeed, that they will become 
more honest and saving of the national money than those- 
the Constitution has appointed as a check upon them. 

It is no wonder they tell of sending a formidable fleet 
and army to bring over their terms of reconciliation, when 
they are in no one article different from the terms they 
first aimed to impose. Had the Minister, or more properly 
the obstinate author of all our troubles, had the remotest 
idea of favouring us with a Government of laws, which hail 
any respect to the security of our lives and properties, he 
had long since granted, with a good grace, petitions, made 
and repeated with the most dutiful and persevering affec- 
tion, which asked for nothing more? Sed aut Casar aut 
nullus, seems the unalterable determination of the man, 
who soothed our already elated expectations, by an inau- 
gural declaration that he gloried in the name of Briton, 
then a distinctive characteristick of the patrons of univer- 
sal liberty. If, therefore, the whole body of the governing 
and influential part of the governed, in Great Britain, be 
unalterably set upon extorting tribute from the Colonies; 
and the belter to secure the collection of it, claims right to 
impose laws, and executors of those laws, dependant only 
on thenaseTves for appointment, continuance, and. support, 
and all these to be extended at their sole pleasure, it may 
readily be determined in what condition the absolutely pas- 
sive subjects of such an unnatural usurpation would quickly 
be. It is evident they have concluded on two things, viz i 
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tg make a bold push for our entire subjection, as their ends 
would be thereby more readily answered ; but that being 
found impracticable, we are to be tried with negotiation, in 
which all the craft, duplicity, and punick faith of Adminis- 
tration is to be expected. Pray God, it may be wisely 
and =: firmly guarded against ! The honourable and worthy 
John Collins, Esq., of Newport, Rhode-Island, on the ar- 
rival of Lorth North's last conciliatory plan, observed, that 
notwithstanding the exposure of his large estate to what- 
ever depredations the enemy saw fit to make upon it, he 
was more concerned for the probable success of their arts 
than. arms..., Had the Americans in general the wisdom and 
firmness of that gentleman, matters would never have come 
to.the present melancholy lengths we find them. However, 
in_the. great and general plan of Him who putteth down 
and . setteth up States, this is, doubtless, an indispensa- 
ble part, and, therefore, not to be complained of; but it 
has amazed me to contemplate the numerous instances of 
disappointment our enemies have met with in every plot 
they have laid for our destruction. How did Bernard and 
Hutchinson flatter themselves with the number of friends 
they had in several towns of the Massachusetts, and thought 
that a very trifling force from the other side of the water, 
added to their minions, dependants, and expectants, would 
crush a little turbulent faction who disturbed their darling 
measures ? ..Certainly, men intoxicated with a lust of abso- 
lute power, found something in the appearance of things to 
tole tliem on to an object so grateful to their fondest wishes ; 
otherwise they would have been contented to augment and 
Confirm their power by such unperceived degrees, that 
the happy days many tell us we have enjoyed under a con- 
tinually invading usurpation, would not yet have been so 
sensibly interrupted. No less has the so often extolled Go- 
vernour Tryon been disappointed in his benevolent inten- 
tions, respecting New-York. His band on Long-Island, 
and on the east side of Hudson's River, with Sir John 
Johnson among his vassals, and the Indians, gave him great 
hopes of having matters in a fine train before the invincible 
Armada arrived in the Spring; instead of which, it is pro- 
bable the active General Lee will so fortify that place, that 
all the force they can spend against it will be insufficient to 
reduceit. Dunmore, with all his wanton ravage, has done 
little more than exasperate the Virginians, and convinced 
that brave Colony, that they can be formidable to Savages 
on the east, as well as the. west side of their Dominion. 
Carleton^ Canadians make no such figure in the ha- 
rangues of the pensioner, as they did last year; and in case 
foreigners are to be procured to be poured in upon us, the 
greatest opposers of our total separation from Britain ac- 
knowledge they would then no longer defer a declaration 
of independency, and application to other powers for their 
protection. To this the whole scene appears rapidly ad- 
vancing, in my view, as hastily as Infinite Wisdom thinks 
proper to conduct it ; and if this be His most gracious de- 
sign, He will work, and none shall hinder. 

Sincerus. 



; COLONEL DAYTON TO PRESIDENT Or CONGRESS. 
[Read February 13. — Referred to Mr. Smith, Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Adams.] 

Philadelphia, February 12, 1776. 

,Gentlemen: Being just honoured with the appoint- 
ments of two of the Field-Officers of the Third Jersey 
Battalion, we take the freedom of requesting your attention 
to a* very interesting matter. We are determined to exert 
ourselves in raising and equipping our regiment in the best 
and most speedy manner, but are well aware of the diffi- 
culty we shall meet with in procuring all the arms within our 
own Province; certainly it cannot be accomplished without 
disarming the Militia in. such a manner as to leave the Pro- 
vince (a great part of which is a frontier country) in a very 
defenceless and dangerous situation, almost three regiments 
having been armed by it already. Being informed that a 
considerable number of arms have lately arrived, and others 
daily expected, we earnestly request you to grant us (if 
possible) such a supply, as to yourselves may seem meet, 
by which means our battalion will be armed as soon as 
raised. Should we be confined to the arms now in the 
province, we shalj strip our Militia, the recruits will long 
be inactive, and, when called to action, be unacquainted 
with the firelock. _ We shall, gentlemen, exert our utmost 



endeavours to procure what we can within ourselves, and 
should it please you to render us a small supply, we hope, 
as soon as our men are raised, to have arms to put into 
their hands. 

We are, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your very 
humble servants, Eli as Dayton, 

Francts Barber. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



SAMUEL BAYARD TO JOHN M c KESSON. 

At Mr. Nicholas Bayard's, February 12, 1776. 1 

Sir : Soon after my coming here yesterday afternoon, 
having occasion to go out of the house, I was a little sur- 
prised at finding myself closely attended by a guard, and 
upon remarking this to the officer commanding, at being 
told that he looked upon me as a close prisoner. 1 never 
have any objections to a person's doing what he esteems 
his duty; and, therefore, readily submitted. But as this 
treatment is rather different from what I supposed to be the 
intention of the Committee, I ^thought it necessary to ac- 
quaint you with it. Their intention, I supposed, was that 
I should be in custody, with liberty, however, to use my 
recreation of walking about the house, upon my parole not 
to quit the records. This engagement I will readily give, 
and shall esteem it a favour if you will procure these orders 
to be explained. 1 shall also be obliged to you if you will; 
send me a certified copy of the first order, by which the 
records, and my person, were taken into custody and re- 
moved hither. 

I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

Samuel Bayard, Jun, 
To John McKesson, Esq. 



THOMAS PALMER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Newburgh, in Ulster County, February 12, 177G. 

Gentlemen : Mr. William Martin, of New-Marlbo- 
rough Precinct, in Ulster County, has inlisted fifty-seven 
men towards a company, for the standing troops to be raised 
for this Province the ensuing season. The enclosed pa- 
pers will fully show the laudable principles he set out upon, 
which I recommend to your consideration. I have en- 
couraged him that I did not doubt but they will meet with 
your approbation. Mr. Martinis a worthy man, much at- 
tached to the liberties of his country, and no doubt a good 
soldier, as he served three campaigns the last war, and was 
distinguished for a man of courage. You will understand 
by one of the enclosed papers, he has the recommendation 
of the Committee of his Precinct, and as he has been at 
considerable cost and trouble in raising those men for so 
necessary a purpose, I beg you will favour him with a war? 
rant for filling up his company. People in general, in this 
County, are very spirited for the cause, and I make no 
doubt but one-fourth part of our Militia would inlist in the. 
standing forces if wanted. 

I am, very respectfully, gentlemen, your most humble 

servant > Thomas Palmer. 

To the Chairman of the Provincial Congress for the Pro-. 
vince of New- York. 



ROBERT R. RANDALL TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, February 12, 177G. 

Gentlemen : Understanding that there is to be raised, 
in this Province, some battalions, and being desirous of 
serving my much injured country in a military capacity, 
(though totally unacquainted with any of its branches,) in- 
duces me to offer myself as a candidate for a company in 
the First Battalion, in expectation that the Field-Officers 
will be men of ability, and equal to the important charge 
of conducting a regiment, in the Cabinet as well as in the 
field, and doubt not but that such an appointment will be 
made as will do honour to the Province, as well as effectu- 
ally serve our just cause. 

I am, gentlemen, yours to serve, 

' Robert R, Randall. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Pro- 
vince of New- York. 
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GENERAL ARNOLD TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Camp before Quebeck, February 12, 1776. 

Dear Sir : My last was of the 1st of February, since 
which nothing has occurred worth notice, except several 
desertions from the garrison, who are much distressed for 
fuel, and must soon burn their houses and shipping; they 
are at short allowance of provisions, and obliged to mount 
guard every other night, which has made great uneasiness 
among the seamen, who are the principal part of the gar- 
rison. 

I have just received the resolves of the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress as late as 10th of January, and beg leave 
to present them my respectful compliments and sincere 
thanks for the honourable mark of esteem they have been 
pleased to confer on me, which I shall study to deserve. 

The multiplicity of accounts which daily arise here, and 
many which originated in the life of General Montgomery, 
together with those of the Commissaries and Quartermas- 
ters (which, in my opinion, ought often to be adjusted) as 
well as fhose of Colonel Livingston's Regiment, and many 
others, which are intricate, and do not immediately fall 
under my particular department, renders it impossible for 
a commanding officer to pay that attention to them which 
they deserve, and, at the same time, do his duty as a sol- 
dier. I have, therefore, to request that the honourable 
Continental Congress would take into their consideration, 
the directing the Paymaster to adjust those accounts, or 
appointing a Committee for that purpose, who, I make no 
doubt, would find full employment, prevent many frauds, 
and greatly accelerate the publick business. 

We have been reinforced with only one hundred and 
seventy-five men ; our whole force is about eight hundred 
effective men. We have about two hundred sick and unfit 
for duty, near fifty of them with the small-pox. The Cana- 
dians, in most of the Parishes, mount for their own safety. 

1 am, with great esteem, dear sir, your most obedient and 

very humble servant, „ . 

' a. Arnold. 

To the Honourable John Hancock. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, February 12, 1776. 

Sir : I received your two favours of the 8th instant ; 
have also received, per Bacon, the remittance for the ex- 
penses of the French gentlemen to Philadelphia. 1 had 
no design to have ever called on you for the money paid 
our troops under your immediate command, but to have 
accounted with the Congress, had we not been unexpect- 
edly drained of cash and had pressing calls upon us, two 
or three ways at once. That to the northward could not pos- 
sibly have been answered, but for the seasonable arrival of 
the Continental supply, just sufficient for that purpose. 
Our other demands, for the common service, are many. 
The men, for the short service with you, could not have 
marched without some money, which they have, I trust, 



NEW- YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, 
during the recess of the Provincial Congress, 
Die Mercurii, A. M., January 3, 1776. 

Several gentlemen of the Committee of Safety have 
attended daily since the recess of Congress, but have not 
had Members sufficient to form a Quorum, until this day, 
when the following gentlemen attended, to wit : 

Colonel Pierre VanCorllandt, Colonel McDougalI,'Mr. 
Scott, Mr. Sands, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Spooner. 

The gentlemen present unanimously chose Colonel Pierre 
Van Cortlandt, Chairman of the Committee of Safety. 

Mr. NicholasLow, attended on the Committee, and offer- 
ed to them four hundred and sixty -five quarter casks of Gun- 
powder. The Committee agreed to pay Mr. Low twenty 
Pounds per hundred, for the said Gunpowder, which is the 
price Mr. Low requests. 

Mr. Low agrees to deliver eighteen quarter casks of the 
said Gunpowder, to the order of this Committee, in Eliza- 
belhtown, and the residue in the City of New-York, to the 
order of this Committee, in two equal moieties, in two dif- 
ferent nights. 

The Committee adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 



wholly expended for necessary clothing, &c. I, therefore, 
could have wished it had been in your power to have re- 
milted the sum advanced by our Pay-Table, but shall do 
every thing in my power that the common interest do not 
suffer. --- 

I am greatly concerned for the scarcity of powder, and 
arms. We have not half a sufficiency for ourselves, as the 
circumstances may be, yet anxious to furnish you, for the 
common good, with every supply in our power, have or- 
dered a quantity of gunpowder, lately arrived at Bedford, 
in Dartmouth, carted to and now lying at Providence, on 
account of this Colony, to be sent you with all possible ex- 
pedition. Three thousand weight of this we conclude to- 
order to Major Thompson, Agent for the Massachusetts 
Colony, on account of money he supplied to Mr. Shaio, 
the importer, for that end, and you will consult him .or. them 
concerning the use of it. I suppose the whole to be.up- 
wardsi of six thousand weight, the residue, on account of 
this Colony, for which shall expect payment, or to be re- 
placec I, as shall be hereafter chosen by us. I shall send 
you, this week, twenty or thirty stand of good arms. I 
have not certain advice from every quarter, but, I believe, 
our three regiments are all on the march to your camp, ex- 
cept ;-.hose already arrived there. 

I 1 lave much more agreeable intelligence from General 
Lee ■< ;»nd the New- York Congress than I expected. I can- 
not b ut hope propitious Heaven will smile success on that 
most timely and judicious exertion of your Excellency to 
preve -nt our enemies possessing themselves of that impor- 
tant s tation. 1 have the pleasure to enclose you a copy of 
Gene :ral face's letter. In compliance with his request, we 
have already sent orders to Colonel Ward to repair again, 
foitln *ith, to New-York. 

I a m, sir, with the greatest esteem and regard, your most 
obedi ent, humble servant, Jonathan' Trumbull, 

To H 'is Excellency General Washington. 
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ROBERT H. HARRISON TO WILLIAM BARTLETT.. 

Cambridge, February 12, 1776. . 

t: I laid your letter of the 10th instant before his 
lency. He was much surprised at your fresh demand 
o thousand dollars; indeed, so was I. There is now 
rds of ten thousand dollars advanced upon these armed 
's, and very few accounts yet brought in. It is his 
lency's will, that you send in yours as soon as possi- 
Let the owners of the schooners make out abstracts 
eir vessels, from the time of their being engaged in 
:ervice to the 31st December, for amount of which, 
nts will be given them. Enclosed is a form for their 
•nment. By this means you will not want money to 
"lem, and when you send your account, if money is 
iary, it will be given you. I am, sir, yours, &c. 



To H ' 7 ittiam Bartlctt, Esq., Beverly. 
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3 ho. P. M., January 3, 1776. 

ie Committee met pursuant to adjournment, 
esent : PierreVanCortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Colonel 
'ougall, Mr. Scott, Mr. Sands, Mr. Brewster, Mr, 
:e, Mr. Spooner. 

Jraft of a Letter to Jonathan Hampton, Esq., Chair- 
of the Committee of Elizabethtown, was read and 
ved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, J 

during the recess of the Provincial Congress, > 

New-York, January 3, 1776, ) 

a: We have obtained a very small supply of powder, 
i enables us to repay that so kindly lent us by the 
people of your Colony, for the use of the Continen- 
i-my. We have directed eighteen quarter casks to be 
jred to you, or your order, to repay the quantities 
wed of the respective Commillees of EHzabefhtoum, 
'■bridge, and New -Brunswick, and request you to 
he trouble of delivering to each their proper quan- 

j were only a conveyance of that loan to the Conti- 
I Army, and we take this first opportunity in our 
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power to repay it, with our most grateful acknowledgr 
ments, which we pray you to communicate. 
> We are most respectfully, sir, your very humble ser- 
vants. 

To Jonathan Hampton, Esq., Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Elizabethiown. 



, Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 
. Ordered, That so much of the said Gunpowder, now 
purchased by this Committee, as shall be sold, be said at 
the rate of five Shillings per pound, and that no greater 
quantity than half a pound be sold to any one person. 

Colonel McDougall informed the Committee that some 
days ago he received a Letter from Mr. Lewis Pivtard, 
informing him that a Vessel from Hispaniola, with Gun- 
powder on board, was on this coast ; that he apprehended 
Delaware^River was so obstructed with ice that the Ves- 
sel would not be able to enter there ; and that, therefore, 
there Is reason to expect her to attempt coming into this 
fJort; and that Mr. Pintard had further informed him that 
if this Vessel succeeded in her voyage, an Armed Vessel 
was ready at Hispaniola to follow her with a like carjo. 

Colonel McDougall further informed the Committee, 
that no proper Pilot-Boat could be obtained to go to San- 
dy-Hook, to look out for the said Vessel, to navigate her 
to'a^ place of safety, and that by the advice of the ather 
Members of the Committee then present, he had purchas- 
ed a Whale-Boat, with oars, for twenty-seven Dollars, 
and had employed Captain William Vobbs, at ten Shillings 
per day, and four other men at five Shillings per day, each, 
besides their necessary provisions and expenses, and given 
to them proper directions, and sent them to Sandy-Hook, 
to watch and look out for the said Vessel, there to remain 
eight days, if the said Vessel did not arrive sooner. 

The Committee of Safety fully approved of, and ratified 
the said agreement made by Colonel McDougall, aiid di- 
rect him to return an account of the expense to this Com- 
mittee, as soon as he can ascertain the same. 

Colonel McDougall further informed the Committee, 
that by advice of the other Members of the Committee 
then present, he had detained Robert Barber, John Bain, 
and James Henry, three persons experienced in preparing 
Artillery Stores, (and who had been determined to go to 
Philadelphia,) that he had agreed with them at three 
Shillings per day each, besides some allowance for provi- 
sifins, mid they are now gone to work in the Laboratory 
at the Upper Barracks. 

'■ The Committee fully approve of, and confirm (his agree- 
rtfetf. 

f Kir. ^Bernard Romans, the Engineer, attending at the 
floor, was called in. He produced a Plan of the Forfifica- 
ffons at the Highlands, which, with Mr. Romans's expla- 
nations thereof were considered by the Committee. After 
some time spent therein, the Committee conceived if pro- 
per that Mr. Romans be permitted to lay his Plan, with 
his explanations thereof, before the Continental Congress, 
that they may have every information that can be offered 
them relating to the state of, and place of erecting the said 
Fortifications. 

Thereupon a draft of a Letter to the honourable the 
Continental Congress, was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit: 

Sir : As it is an object of great moment with us, as 
well as the Continental Congress, to have the important 
pass on Hudson-River properly secured and fortified, we 
think it our duty to furnish them with all possible informa- 
tion on the subject ; for this purpose we send Mr. Romans, 
the Engineer, employed in that department, who is pre- 
pared to_ lay before Congress his drafts, with the necessary 
information^ We beg leave to mention, that the place at 
wjiichjhe works are erected, was fixed before Mr. Ramans 
was employed in the service, and from his ideas o'f the 
niatter, the place cannot be rendered sufficiently secure for 
CJodgmenl of troops, and to answer the end of a fortified 
pass, without more expense than our Commissioners, ap- 
pointed to superintend that business, think prudent, besides 
which, they observe, that his scheme cannot be completely 
fM%(e$ witl) that despatch the service may require. Mr. 
Palmer, in conjunction with the rest of the Committee 



appointed by our Congress, toi'emove the difficulties occa- 
sioned by a difference oT opinion between the Commis- 
sioners and Engineer, has doubtless pointed out to Congress 
certain places on the river, which would better answer the 
purposes of a temporary defence, and at much less ex- 
pense than will necessarily altend the execution of Mr. 
Romans's scheme. We are fully of opinion, that the places 
in Mr. Palmer's proposal ought by all means be covered 
with Fortifications, that will cost but little, and command 
two considerable reaches of the river. We at the same 
time submit it to the consideration of Congress how far the 
completion of the Fortifications already begun, ought to be 
carried on, either upon Mr. Romans's plan, or that which 
has doubtless been proposed by Mr, Palmer, as the sense 
of our Committee, who were sent to. view the works. We 
hope that this application, while Mr. Palmer is attending 
on the Congress, will not be construed to his disadvantage. 
Had we been possessed of Mr. Romam's plan in its present 
complete state, and had he been in town at the time of 
Mr. Palmer's departure, we should have required his ac- 
companying that gentlemen ; and as there is some prospect 
that Mr. Romans may reach Philadelphia before the plan 
of Fortification is finally determined by Congress, we should 
think ourselves inexcusable in withholding from them any 
means for enabling them to determine so important a mat- 
ter on the best lights in our power to furnish. 

We are, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obe- 
dient, humble servants. 

By order of the Committee. 
To the Honourable the President of the Continental Con- 
gress, Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

Ordered, That Petc/1*. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of this Congress, advance to Mr. Bernard Romans, 
as Engineer at the Fortifications on the banks of Had son- 
River, in the Highlands, the sum of fifty Dollars, on ac- 
count of his pay, and take Mr. Romans's receipt for the 
same. 

Ordered, That Mr. William Lowther be permitted to 
supply one hogshead of Rum, or Spirits, to the Purser, or 
Officers of His Majesty's Ship Phenioc, and to have the 
same conveyed on board of the said Ship. 

The Petition of George Coffin, expressing his contrition 
for his past conduct, asking pardon of his countrymen, and 
praying to be restored, was read and filed. 

The Committee conceive they are not enabled to grant 
the prayer of the said Petition. 

Ordered, That it be deferred for the consideration of 
the Provincial Congress, and recommended to the Con- 
gress by this Committee. 

Die Jovis, 10 ho. A. M., January 4, 1776. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. Brewster, 
Mr. Clarke, Mr. Spooner. 

A draft of a Letter to the Chairman of the respective 
Committees in several Counties, was read and approved 
of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

New- York, January 2, 1776. 
Sir: We are well informed that the late General As- 
sembly of this Colony is dissolved, and that writs are already 
made out for electing Representatives in the several Coun- 1 
ties so early, as that they may meet in General Assembly 
at New- York, on the 14th of next month, and that they 
will be summoned to meet on that day. Government for 
some reasons has thought proper as yet to delay (lie pub- 
lication of the dissolution of the late Assembly. We will 
not take upon us to assign any reasons for this secrecy-^ 
you may easily conjecture the cause. We have_ thought it 
our indispensable duty to give you the above intelligence, 
that you and the friends to liberty in your County may not 
be taken unaware, and surprised into an election, without 
time to consult and prepare for it. We pray you to speak 
to the leading friends of liberty in your County, get some 
of them to meet and determine on men of zeal, spirit, and 
integrity, and friends to their country, to represent you in 
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this perilous day. When you have fixed on proper men, 
let no time be lost in taking every necessary care and pains 
to secure their election. 

Ordered, That five several copies thereof be engrossed, 
and signed by the Chairman, and that one be directed to 
Dirck Wynkoop, Esq., at Kingston, another to Abraham 
Yates, Jun., Esq., at Albany, another to the Chairman of 
the Committee of Tryon County, another to Jonathan G. 
Tompkins, Chairman of the Committee of Westchester 
County, and another to Colonel Joseph Drake, at New- 
Rochclle; which was done accordingly. 

Mr. Thomas McFarran, attending, was called in ; the 
Committee conversed with him on the subject of shipping 
Flaxseed to Ireland, to obtain Gunpowder. 

Thereupon a draft of a Letter to the Continental Con- 
gress, was read and approved of, and is in the words fallow- 
ing, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, during } 
the recess of Congress, January 4, 1776. J 

Gentlemen: We have engaged two vessels to de- 
spatch with produce to Europe, for the purpose of pro- 
curing arms and ammunition, but the season of the year 
has prevented wheat from coming to market to expedite 
them so early as we could wish, to have a return in proper 
time. In these difficulties, we are unable to get bills of 
exchange, or gold and silver, to despatch those vessels, 
which we fear will totally defeat our design. We have, 
therefore, been led to cast our attention on flaxseed, as 
the only commodity in our power which will rid us of our 
difficulties, but find that the resolution of Congress, per- 
mitting the exportation of produce for ammunition, is con- 
fined to the foreign Islands. As our safety depends upon 
the country being well supplied with powder, we submit 
it to you whether the sense of Congress should not be 
taken, without delay, on our exporting two cargoes of flax- 
seed, to purchase powder. The measure recommends 
itselfby several considerations. There is the highest pro- 
bability of procuring powder in Ireland at a moderate 
rate. If this should not be the case, the flaxseed will sell 
at an advance price there, and be a fund upon which we 
can draw from any quarter of the world; and if the ene- 
my should take the vessels, the supply will not be so pre- 
judicial to us, or beneficial to them, as the loss of provision 
vessels. We request you to get a speedy answer on this 
point, and transmit it to us, by express, for our government. 
We are, with great truth and regard, gentlemen, your 
very humble servants. 

By order of the Committee of Safety. 
To the President of the Continental Congress, Philadel- 
phia. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

A Letter from Mr, Joseph Halleit to John McKesson, 
one of the Secretaries, (in answer to a Letter by order of 
the Members,) excusing his non-attendance, by reason of 
indisposition, and accompanying his Accounts with the 
Provincial Congress, was read and filed. 

A stitched Book, containing Mr. Hallett's said Ac- 
counts with the Provincial Congress, was also delivered to 
the Secretary. 

Die Jovis, 3 ho. P. M., January 4, 1776. 

The Committee of Safely met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, President, Mr. Scott, 
Colonel McDougall,yir. Sands, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, 
Dr. Spooner. 

The Petition of Thomas Place, of Queen's County, was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 
" To the Honourable Committee of Safety of the Colony 
of New- York. 

" The Petition of Thomas Place, of Queen's County, 
Long-Island, most humbly shoiveth: 

" That your petitioner, by the persuasion of those whom 
he looked upon to be his friends, voted against Provincial 
Delegates in the last election held in Queen's County, for 
which he is extremely sorry, and sincerely repents of his 
conduct. 

" That your petitioner, without giving himself time to 



reflect upon the ill consequences of opposing the choice of 
Provincial Delegates, (the choosing of which, he is now 
well convinced, was highly necessary for the preservation 
of the liberties and properties of the inhabitants of Ame- 
rica,) was, by the artful insinuations of designing men, led 
to oppose the election. - : 

" That your petitioner is a sincere friend to the liber- 
ties of America, and would go as far as any man in the 
defence of those liberties. 

" Your petitioner, therefore, most humbly prays that 
this honourable Committee would be pleased to take his 
case into consideration, and restore him to the good opinion 
of those who are friends to the liberties of this Continent, 
by declaring to the world that your petitioner is ex- 
tremely contrite for his late conduct, in opposing the choice 
of Provincial Delegates, which your petitioner candidly 
acknowledges was occasioned by the artful persuasion of 
others, and not from a principle of opposition in your peti- 
tioner; or do such other things in the premises as to this 
honourable Committee shall seem meet for the restoration 
of your petitioner to the favour of his countrymen. 

" Thomas Place. 
" New- York, January 3, 1776." 

A like Petition of Gabriel Van Cott, of Queen's County, 
was also read" and filed. 

Upon due consideration of the submission tendered by 
the said Petitioners, and well knowing that the late Re- 
solves of the Congress against the delinquents of Queen's 
County were intended to convince them of tbeir demerits, 
and bring them to a just sense of their duty to the publiclT, 
it is hereby 

Ordered, That the said Petitioners be restored to the 
state and condition in which ihey were before the passing 
of those Resolves, during their respective future good be- 
haviour. 

The nomination of the Field-Officers recommended for 
Cumberland County, by the Committee of the said County, 
being read and taken into consideration, as also the several 
Petitions of sundry of the Inhabitants of the Towns of 
Fulham, Westminster, and Putney, the Inhabitants of 
which Towns belong to the Lower Regiment of the Militia 
of the said County, and it appearing that no objections 
have been offered by the Inhabitants of the said Coanty, 
who belong to the Upper Regiment of the Militia of the 
said County, to the nomination in which they are inte- 
rested, 

Ordered, That Commissions be immediately made out, 
and signed by the Chairman of this Committee, to the re- 
spective persons following, to wit : To Captain Joseph 
Marsh, as Colonel, John Barrett, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Lieutenant Hilkiah Grout, First Major, Captain Joel Mat- 
thews, Second Major, Mr. Timothy Spencer, Adjutant, 
and Mr. Amos Robinson, Quartermaster. 

Ordered, That Commissions be made out, and signed, 
by the Chairman of this Committee, for the following per- 
sons, as Field-Officers of the Minute-Men of the .said 
County, to wit : For Joab Hoisington, as Colonel, Mr, 
Seth Smith, Lieutenant-Colonel, Mr. Joseph Tyler, First 
Major, Mr. Joel Marsh, Second Major, Mr. Timothy 
Phelps, Adjutant, and Mr. Elisha Howly, Quartermaster. 

Ordered, further, That it be recommended to the Com- 
mittee of the three Counties of Cumberland, Charlotte, 
and Gloucester, to join in the nomination of a Brigadier- 
General of the Brigade of Militia of the said three Coun- 
ties, and report the same, with all convenient speed, to this 
Committee, or to the Provincial Congress, to the end, that 
if they are approved of, their Commissions may be issued. 

Ordered, further, That the Committee of the County 
of Cumberland do return, with all convenient speed, to 
this Committee, or to the Congress, a list of the Officers .. 
of the Militia of the said County, under the rank of Field- 
Officers, who have been, or shall be, elected pursuant to 
the Resolves of Congress, to the end that Cpmmissionj _, 
may be issued to them, respectively. 

And, with intent to remove all ground of disquiet in the 
minds of those Inhabitants of the said County of Cumberland 
who belong to the Lower Regiment of the said County, 

Ordered, That a full meeting be had of the Committee 
of the said County, after publick and sufficient notification 
of these several orders, and that, at the said meeting, such 
a nomination of Field-Officers for the Lower Regiment be 
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made by the said Committee, as may be best qualified for 
.the service of their country, and as agreeable as may be 
to the general sense of the persons to be under their com- 
mand, and reported as above-mentioned ; this Committee 
hereby earnestly recommending peace and unanimity to 
the inhabitants of the said County, and giving assurance 
that, in default of such nomination, this Committee will, 
during the recess of Congress, commission such Field- 
Officers for the said Lower Regiment as they shall think 
proper. And, to the end that these orders may be made 
publick, as aforesaid, and serve as a rule of conduct to the 
Committee of the said County of Cumberland, 

Ordered, That a copy of the same be enclosed by the 
Chairman of this Committee in a Letter directed to the 
Chairman of the Committee of the said County, and de- 
spatched without delay. 

A Letter from Colonel Jonathan Hasbrouck, of Ulster 
County, dated the 18th ultimo, was read and filed. He 
thereby informs that, in obedience to the order of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, he has fixed on and appointed the house 
of Martin Wygond, in Newburgh, as the place of rendez- 
vous of his Regiment, in case of an alarm.— (Postage, one 
shilling.) 

Die Veneris, 10 ho. A. M., January 5, 177G. 

The Committee, pursuant to adjournment, met. 

Present, Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Colo- 
nel McDougall, Mr. Sands. Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Scott, Mr. Spooner, Mr. Tredwell. 

A Return from Elihu Marvin, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee of Orange County, of the Field-Officers of 
the Regiment of Minute-Men in Orange County, was read 
and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" At a meeting of the County Committee of the County 
of Orange, the Committee took into consideration the ap- 
pointment of the Field-Officers of the Minute-Men, and 
conceive that the former appointment was not legal, do re- 
commend the following persons as proper men, and request 
the Provincial Congress to send the Commissions by the 
bearer, Mr. John Carpenter: Isaac Nicoll, Colonel, of 
Goshen; Gilbert Cooper, Lieutenant-Colonel, of Haver- 
straw; Hendrick Vanderlinder Verbryck, First Major, 
from Tappen; Hezekiah Howell, Jun., Second Major, 
of Blooming- Grove; Ebenezer Woodhull, Adjutant, of 
Blooming-Grove ; Nehemiah Carpenter, Quartermaster, 
of Goshen. 

" Signed by order of the Committee : 

" Elihu Marvin, Chairman. 

" To the Honourable the President of the Provincial Con- 
gress." 
Ordered, That the said Commissions be made out and 

sent by the Messenger of Colonel Isaac Nicoll, and enclosed 

to Colonel Marvin, Chairman of the County Committee of 

Orange County. 
A Letter from Colonel Isaac Nicoll, of Goshen, was 

read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Goshen, January 3, 1776. 

" Sir : Enclosed you have the return for Officers in Cap- 
tain Hetfield's Minute Company; by the date you will un- 
doubtedly perceive, that justice has not been done to Capt. 
Hetfield, or his return would sooner have been made, so as 
to have it entered on the Minutes before the 19th of Octo- 
ber , nor did Captain Hetfield know the reason of the com- 
missions not coming, until the receipt of your letter to 
me, and Mr. Clarke's to Colonel Allison. Captain Het- 
field is so far from making any disturbance about the affair, 
that he is quite willing to accept of commissions agreeable 
to the date you mentioned, and desires you will send them 
by the bearer, on doing which, you will greatly oblige 
your humble servant, « [sAAC NlC0LL . 

" To John McKesson, Esq., at New- York. 

" N. B. You will be pleased to send the enclosed return 
back by the bearer, and commissions for the Field-Officers 
of Minute-Men, if they can be made out." 

Ordered, That the Commissions for Captain Hetfield 
and his Officers, be issued and dated the 19th of October 
last, and enclosed to the Chairman of the Committee, at 
Goshen. 



Similar Letters to those wrote yesterday, to several Com- 
mittees, were wrote : One directed to Elihu Marvin, Esq., 
Chairman of the Committee of Orange County, and the 
other, directed to the Chairman of the Committee of Goshen 
Precinct. 

Ordered, That the same Letters be signed by the Chair- 
man, and transmitted by Colonel NicolVs Messenger. 

A Letter from Samuel Stevens, of the 18th ultimo, was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

" Charlestown, December 18, 1775 

" Sir : I am requested by some of the people of the 
County of Cumberland, to acquaint you, as Secretary of 
the Congress of the Colony of New- York, that the major 
part of the inhabitants of that County are desirous that the 
Congress do not make out commissions to any person, or 
persons, in either of the Regiments of Militia in that 
County, until a candid representation be made of the minds 
of the people, with respect to the several nominations and 
appointments made by their County Congress and Com- 
mittee of Safety, except it be to those persons who were 
chosen by the people of the several towns, in June last, by 
order of the County Congress, when upwards of forty mem- 
bers were present ; they recommended that the County 
be formed into two Regiments of Militia, for which purpose, 
ordered that the inhabitants of the respective towns in each 
Regiment, meet, and make choice of one Captain, one 
Lieutenant, and one Ensign in each town, that the said 
officers should afterwards meet, and make choice of pro- 
per persons for Field-Officers of each Regiment, which 
was accordingly done, and the people, in general, as well 
satisfied as the nature of such a proceeding will ever admit 
of. I suppose there may be a few disaffected persons who 
expected to have been chosen to office. The persons made 
choice of in the lower Regiment for Field-Officers, were, 
viz : James Rogers, Colonel ; Eleazer Pattison, Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; and one Mr. Lovejoy, Major. Upper Regiment, 
Simon Stephens, of Springfield, Colonel ; Joseph Marsh, 
of Hartford, Lieutenant-Colonel ; and Benjamin Waite, of 
Windsor, Major. A return of this proceeding was delivered 
to Major William Williams, and by him, to be delivered to 
the Congress at New-York, that the commissions might 
accordingly issue, if the choice was approved of by the 
Congress. 

" I understand that about fourteen or fifteen of the said 
Congress met some time in September, and made a new 
choice of Field-Officers, and left out the most of those 
first chosen, at which time they made choice of a Standing 
Committee of Safety, and then dissolved themselves as a 
Congress. I am informed, that at a meeting of the said 
Committee of Safety, about three weeks ago, consisting of 
fourteen members, among other things, nominated another 
set of gentlemen to be Field-Officers of the Militia and 
Minute Regiments, so that if they are all commissioned, 
about one-third of the men in the County will be officers. 
The two last choices, have created a great deal of uneasi- 
ness in the County. I intend shortly to pay you a visit. 

" I am, sir, in haste, your humble servant, 

" Samuel Stevens." 

Throe ho. P. M. Die Veneris, January 5, 1776. 

The Committee met, pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chair 
man, Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Spooner. 

A similar Letter to those wrote this morning to the 
Committees of Orange County, was wrote to William 
Smith, Esq., Chairman of the County Committee of Suf- 
folk County. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

A draft of a Letter to William Smith, Esq., Chairman 
of the Committee of Suffolk County, given him directions 
about the Gunpowder allotted to that County, was read 
and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 

New-York, January 5, 1776. 

Sir : Providence has favoured us with a small supply of 
powder. As your County is a frontier, and may be sooner 
called upon than others, we have sent you forty quarter- 
barrels, containing one-quarter hundred weight each, which 
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you are to put into the bands of a discreef person, to be 
sold at five shillings a pound, and for the present, no one 
should hare any, but a friend to the cause, and none more 
than half a pound. You are to be careful, that the person 
into whose hands you put the powder be a man of sub- 
slance, to be able to account for the money arising from 
the sale thereof, otherwise your County will be answerable 
for it, besides, we shall want the money to send for more 
of that necessary article. 

By order of the Committee of Safety. 
To William Smith, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 

Suffolk County. 

P. S. The powder is sent to New-Rochellc, and we have 
ordered the Huntington Committee to send for it. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

A draft of a Letter to Thomas Wickes, Esq., relating to 
the said Gunpowder, was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety, New- York, ) 
January 5, 1776. \ 

Sir : When you have read the enclosed letters, please 
to seal and despatch them to Mr. Smith, the Chairman, 
without delay. It is hoped you will make the best use of 
the intelligence in your power. 

The one thousand pounds of powder, mentioned in one 
of the above letters, is lodged at New-llochelle, in the 
hands of Colonel Joseph Drake, and the Committee T5f 
Huntington are desired to despatch a vessel with a suffi- 
cient guard to transport it to your County. You will readily 
perceive the necessity of being as secret as possible in this 
matter. We enclose you an order upon Colonel Drake 
for the powder. 

By order of the Committee. 

To Thomas Wickes, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 
Huntington. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

Thereupon an order to Colonel Joseph Drake, to deliver 
the said Powder, was made and signed by the Chairman, 
in the words following, to wit : 

Ordered, That the Powder sent to Colonel Drake by 
this Committee, be delivered to the order of the Chairman 
of the Committee of Huntington, and that Colonel Drake 
take a receipt for the same. 

Ordered, That the Colonels of the different Regiments 
of the Militia of the City of New- York, be requested to 
attend this Committee on Thursday next, at eleven o'clock 
in the morning, to give such information as may be neces- 
sary, of the state of their respective Regiments. 

Mr. Phoenix and Mr. PVilliam Denning, of the City Com- 
mittee, and two of the sub-Committee of Inspection, attend- 
ed by request ; they went to make inquiry about British 
goods, supposed to be imported from St. Eustatia; they 
returned and gave some information on that subject, and 
went to make further inquiry and report to-morrow. 

Die Sabbati, 10 ho. A. M., January 6, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Spooner. 

Messrs. Phcenix, Denning, and Abraham De Peyster, 
three of the City Committee, attended and gave some fur- 
ther information relating to the British goods, supposed to 
be imported from Si. Eustatia. 

Whereas, Colonel McDougall, one of the members of 
this Committee, has been informed by Thomas Gushing, 
Esq., one of the members of the Continental Congress, that 
the Continental Congress will not make the loan to this 
Colony for which application was made by this Congress; 
and whereas, the publick service will greatly suffer for want 
of Money, and cannot be carried on without a further sup- 
ply of current cash; whereby it is. become necessary to 
issue the emissions of Paper currency, which was resolved 
on and ordered by the late and the present Provincial Con- 
gress : 

Therefore, Ordered. That Mr. Isaac Roosevelt, be re- 
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quested to get the said emission of Paper Money signed 
with all possible despatch, that the same may be ready to 
issue as soon as an answer shall be received from the Con- 
tinental Congress. 

Doctors John Jones and Malachi Treat have, agreeable 
to an order of the Provincial Congress of the 8th day of 
December last, returned an estimate of those Instruments 
and Utensils, which will be more immediately necessary 
for the Colony in its present alarming state. They also 
reported an estimate of Medicines for an Hospital, which 
were respectively read and filed. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to despatch 
three Vessels for Ammunition, despatch two separate orders 
or invoices of the said Medicines to different ports, to wit: 
One to such port, or place, in the foreign West-Indies, as 
they shall think best, and another to Europe, to obtain the 
said ijedicines, and to prevent a disappointment in obtain- 
ing them. 

An\i Ordered, That Doctor John Jones and Doctor 
Treat, be requested to speak to proper persons to make or 
procure the Instruments and Utensils mentioned in their 
said estimate, that they direct them to be good of their 
kind and quality, and that none be purchased or paid for 
but such as those gentlemen approve of. 

The Committee took into consideration the defenceless 
state of this Colony and the Capital thereof, and that they 
have not any proper persons to use and manage the Field- 
Artillery of the Colony, or any other Artillery that may be 
necessary to be placed in other parts of the Colony. Af- 
ter some time spent thereon, 

Resolved and agreed, That it will be useful and neces- 
sary for the general defence of the Colony, to raise and 
employ an Artillery Company, and put them immediately 
into pay for the defence of this Colony, that the said Com- 
pany may be acquiring experience in their duty, and be 
employed in preparing necessary artillery stores. 

And whereas, it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
an Artillery Company is absolutely necessary for the safety 
and defence of Suffolk County, and for the protection of 
the Continental Cruisers in the Sound, that some of the In- 
lets in that County be fortified with Cannon, and to those 
ends that a regular Company of Artillery be constituted 
out of the Militia of the said County ; 

Resolved, therefore, That it be, and it hereby is, most 
earnestly recommended to the Committee of the said 
County, without delay, to form such a Company as afore- 
said, to consist of one Captain, one Captain-Lieutenant, two 
Lieutenants, one Lieutenant Fire-worker, and ninety-five 
non-Commissioned Officers and Privates, and that without 
delay the said Committee cause to be examined all the In- 
lets on the Sound, that may be thought necessary to fortify 
as aforesaid, and that the said Committee, without delay, 
make report as well of the officers of the said Company, to 
the end that they may be commissioned, as of the said In- 
lets, with such sketches of the said Inlets as may enable 
this Committee to judge of the propriety of fortifying the 
same, or any of them, this Committee hereby giving assu- 
rance that they will supply the Cannon necessary for that 
purpose, and that the said Artillery Company when form- 
ed, shall, to all intents and purposes, be considered as Mi- 
nute-Men. 

3 ho. P. M., January 6, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Sands, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Spooner. 

The Committee sent for Mr. Peter T. Curtenius, who 
attended. He informed that he had employed Jccamiah, 
Allen to furnish him with Lead and Bullets. They directed 
him to make proper inquiry how far he can complete the 
last order of the Provincial Congress, and report thereon 
on Tuesday. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall apply to Captain 
Anthony Rutgers concerning the small Cannon which he 
formerly declared his willingness to spare to the Continen- 
tal Army ; and if it is agreeable to the proprietors of those 
Guns, and they choose to spare them, 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall take proper mea- 
sures to, have those Guns forwarded to General Washington* 
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Captain Kennedy, attending at the door, was admitted. 
He informed the Committee that the Ships-of-War in the 
Harbour had despatched three boats up the East-River or 
Sound, with both sails and oars. 

. Thereupon a Letter was wrote to Colonel Joseph Drake, 
informing him thereof, and that the Committee are anxious 
for the safety of the Powder for Suffolk County, sent to 
his care, and requesting him to take means for its preser- 
vation, and to forward it, with a boat, to the Chairman of 
the Committee at Huntington. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be sent to Colonel Joseph 
Drake, by Sampson Dyckman, as a Messenger, 
r ..And it vyas delivered to the said Sampson Dyckman ac- 
cordingly. 

■■ Captain John Hodge, who arrived last night from Lis- 
bon, by request attending this Committee. Notes of his 
information were taken, and read to him, and filed.* 

■, Pie Solis, 9 ho. A. M., January 7, 177G. 

■: The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, and spent 
one hour in the Chamber. No business appearing so ur- 
gent as to require the attendance of the Committee during 
this day, they adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Die Lunre, 10 ho. A. M., January 8, 1776. 

.-.• The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
' Present : Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke., 
Mr. Sands, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Spooner. 

Colonel McDougall delivered in three receipts for Gun- 
powder; which were read and filed, the substance of which 
are as follows, to wit : 
-.- A Receipt from Colonel Joseph Drake, dated at New- 

* Captain John Hodge, of New.York, arrived in the last night from 
•Lisbon, and left that place seven weeks ago to-morrow. 

He says that on the 8tli of October last, about southwest from Cape 
Clear about one hundred and twenty. five leagues, he met two East- 
India men and a Cat, or North Country Collier, very full of troops. 
The first division of seven sail, with five full regiments, bound from 
Cork to Boston, which first division had then been nine days from Cork. 
That in Bordeaux he afterwards met with sundry masters of vessels, 
who sailed from Cork with the last division of the said seven sail. That 
the three transports he met had not a convoy, and that he did not dis. 
Coyer, that ; they had any guns. That the said masters of vessels, 
at Bordeaux, informed him that officers were recruiting in Ireland, 
and had raised six regiments, all Roman Catholicks. That the Pro- 
testants would not inlist. That the said masters of vossels informed 
him that after the said First Division of transports had sailed from 
Cork, a vessel had boen despatched after them, to order them to go to 
Halifax to winter. 

That he was informed by Captain Colder, of this port, and Captain 
Cassels, of Philadelphia, and by Captain Amory, that two thousand 
fishermen were gone from Newfoundland to Boston, to cut down the 
Woods before the Army, as was pretended. 

That in Lisbon he understood that every English vessel would be 
seized, as soon as the consent of the King of Portugal could bq obtain, 
ed, who was then absent up the river Otagus. That Captain Sand, 
leich (son of Lord Sandwich) arrived at Lisbon, in an armed ship- rigged 
yatch, on the day before the examinant left Lisbon, that his rriorchant 
waited on Mr. Sandwich, who informed him that if he (Sandwich) 
had met any of the American Rebels at sea, he would have seized 
them. That, to avoid a seizure, he came out of Lisbon the next morn- 
ing, in ballast, together with Captain Alexander Guy, of Philadelphia, 
in a topsail schooner, also with ballast only. That no powder, or arms 
can be obtained in the ports of France or Portugal, and that they can. 
hoi be obtained from the ports in the Mediterranean, as he was inform- 
ed, on account of the English ships-of-war and cruisers. 

That he did not hear of any French troops being in the West-Indies, 
or about to go there, until he arrived in New-York. 

That fivo sail of fishermen were taken in and about the Wesiern- 
' Islands. That three of them, at least, were whalers. That the said five 
whalers, or fishing-vessels, were taken by Commodore Banks, in ase- 
Tonty.four gun ship, and with two frigates in company. 

That when the Captain of the man of-war, or yatch, at Lisbon, ex. 
amincd Guy, to whom the vessel belonged, he concealed his register, 
and said she belonged to Topar cj- Bulkley ; and that he, this exami. 
nant, said his vessel was his own property. 

That by a packet.boat from England, which arrived at Lisbon the 
day before he sailed from thence, he obtained His Majesty's Speech to 
Parliament, and newspapers of the 28th of October. 

That there has been great crops all over Europe. That Lisbon is the 
best market. Wheat and flour so low in France, that it will not bring 
the first cost. 

That Captain Cassels had a letter, which he received at Newfound- 
land, from a gentleman there, informing him that he would be seized 
if he did not depart, upon which he fled from thence in ballast.. That, 
he (Hodge) loft Captain Jones in Lisbon. 

j, That by masters of vessels, both in France and Lisbon, he was in- 
formed that twenty-five thousand men were intended for the American 
service, but whether besides the troops now in America, or not, he did 
not understand, and that transports were arrived at Gibraltar, to take 
the British troops from thence. 

A true copy pf notes by me taken, of the information given! by Cap. 
Urn John Hodge to the Committee of Safety. 

John McKesson, Secretary. 



Rochelle, on the 5th instant, for forty quarter- casks, receiv- 
ed of this Committee by the hands of Joseph Crane. Also 
a receipt of the same date, from Jonathan G. Tompkins, 
of Searsdale, Chairman of the Commitiee of Westchester 
County, for forty quarter-casks of powder, containing one 
thousand weight, delivered to him by Thomas hers; and 
also a receipt from Robert Ogden, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elizabethtown, for eighteen quarter-casks of 
powder, received of this Commitiee of Safety by the hands 
of Christopher Duyckinck, to replace the powder due to 
Elizabethtown, Woodbridge, and New-Brunswick, by 
them lent to the Congress of this Colony for the use of the 
Continental Army. 

Mr. Sands, with leave, went to the City Committee as 
a member. 

A draft of a Letter to the absent Members of the Provin- 
cial Congress of this Colony, and to the Chairman of such 
Committees as may be thought necessary, was read and 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

Gentlemen : Although a certain day is fixed for the 
session of Congress, which we beg leave to remind you is 
the first of February, and although we have no prospect of 
a necessity of calling the Congress sooner, yet we have 
abundant reason to request that the meeting may be as full 
as possible on that day. 

We have already notified you of the dissolution of the 
late Assembly, and of the issue of writs for an election, 
returnable the 14th day of February next. 

From what you could not but have observed, the design 
of Government in calling an Assembly must be extremely 
obvious to you ; its evident intention is, to take the sense 
of the good people of this Colony (in what the Governour 
calls " a constitutional way") on Lord North's motion, and 
the Parliamentary resolution thereon of the 20th of Febru- 
ary last. You will remember our late resolves on that 
head. Should they have escaped your memory, we beg 
leave to remind you, that on the 14th December, 1775, it 
was resolved, as the opinion of the Congress, that nothing 
of a salutary nature can be expected from a separate decla- 
ration of the sense of this Colony on the aforesaid Parlia- 
mentary resolution, and that, as the motion whereon the 
same was grounded was confessedly framed to disunite the 
Colonies, it would be highly dangerous to, and totally 
inconsistent with the glorious plan of American Union, 
should this Colony express their separate sense on the 
supposed conciliatory proposal on the part of Great Bri- 
tain, contained in the above-mentioned motion and resolu- 
tion in Parliament .... and that on the same day it was 
resolved in Congress, that this Colony is fully and effect- 
ually represented in the Continental Congress, for the pur- 
pose of expressing the sense of its inhabitants on any over- 
tures for a reconciliation, and that the Continental Congress 
has fully and dispassionately expressed the sense of the 
inhabitants of this Colony on the above-mentioned resolu- 
tions of the 26th February last. 

The above resolves we cannot suffer to be rescinded by 
any body of men in this Colony, without betraying the high 
trust reposed in us. What members we shall have return- 
ed in Assembly we know not, nor, consequently, how suc- 
cessful the machinations of the enemies of American liberty 
may be in procuring such measures in Assembly as may 
destroy that Union of the Colonies, on the support of which 
our common safety entirely depends. That the session of 
a full Congress will effectually awe a corrupt Assembly 
(should we be so unfortunate in that representation) from 
interfering with political subjects, must be extremely evi- 
dent, and we think it of the utmost importance to the pub- 
lick safety that the Congress should meet punctually on the 
day to which they are adjourned, to the end that if Govern- 
ment should, by any steps on their part, compel our As- 
sembly into those subjects, the Representatives of the peo- 
ple in that body should take their complexion from the 
Provincial Congress, so as to go into a similarity of senti- 
ments with those expressed in the above-mentioned resolu- 
tion of our body. And for this purpose, you must easily 
perceive that a full session of all the Deputies of eve- 
ry County in Congress, at the meeting of the Assembly, 
will be absolutely necessary, for these reasons — as you 
value the inestimable blessings of liberty — as you esteem 
the perfect Union of the Colonies under the Continental 
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Congress, as the grand Representative of the United Colo- 
nies, to be our only security in this dangerous and impor- 
tant crisis, and, as you ardently desire that a sameness of 
sentiment may prevail throughout the different Representat- 
ive Bodies in this Colony, we beseech, we oblest, we 
adjure you, by a just sense of your duty, by your desire to 
promote the Union of the Colonies lo the utmost of your 
power, and by that ardent love which you have for the 
liberties of America, that you meet punctually in Con- 
gress on the first day of the next month, that we may take 
such measures as will be necessary to secure the honour of 
the people of this Colony, and contribute to the firmest 
support of the common cause, by assisting our Representa- 
tives in Assembly to tread the path of Union and Conti- 
nental Liberty. 

Nevertheless, gentlemen, we mean not that you should 
give so punctual an attendance as to prevent such of you 
from superintending the business of election, whose pre- 
sence in the country may be necessary for that purpose, 
but we beg leave once more to express the sentiment that 
a full session of Congress, at the meeting of the Assembly, 
is of the utmost moment. 

We are, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most 
obedient servants. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Committee of 

a - ^ * Pierre Van Cortlandt, Chairman. 

To the Members of the Provincial Congress of the Colony 

of New- York. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall employ a Printer, 
to print one hundred and ten copies thereof for this Com- 
mittee,- under the strictest guard of secrecy, that when 
printed they may be signed by the Chairman, and trans- 
mitted to the absent Members respectively. 

3 o'clock, P. M., Die Luna;, January 8, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, Mr. 
McDougall, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 
Spooner, Mr. Scott, Mr. Sands. 

Whereas, Mr. Isaac Governeur has imported into this 
Colony four hundred and sixty-five quarter-casks, contain- 
one hundred and sixteen hundred weight and twenty-five 
pounds of Gunpowder, and by Mr. William Cannon, his 
consignatory, sold the same to this Committee for publick 
use ; and whereas, the honourable the Continental Congress, 
by their resolve of the 15th day of July last past, that every 
vessel importing Gunpowder, within nine months from the 
date thereof, shall be permitted to load and export the pro- 
duce of those Colonies to the value of such Gunpowder, and 
it is thereby recommended to the Committees of the several 
Provinces to inspect the military stores so imported, and to 
estimate a generous price for the same according to their 
goodness, and permit the importer of such Powder to ex- 
port the value thereof, and no more, in produce of any 
kind. The Committee having by some of their members and 
other persons inspected the said Gunpowder, do estimate 
the same at the value of thirty Pounds, New-York money, 
per ton, and do hereby permit Mr. Isaac Governeur, by 
Mr. William Cannon, his Agent, to export the value there- 
of at that estimate, to wit: the amount of the sum of three 
thousand four hundred and eighty-seven pounds ten shil- 
lings, New-York money, and no more, in produce of any 
kind, which he may think proper. 

Die Martis, 10 ho. A. M., January 9, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, 
Mr. Scott, Mr. McDougall, Mr. Brewster, -Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Spooner, Mr. Sands. 

Whereas, full information has been given to this Com- 
rhiltee, by Captain Nathaniel Tylee, of this city, and sun- 
dry other witnesses, that Lieutenant Edivard Tylee, an 
officer of the Continental Army, now a prisoner on board 
the ship Asia, had planned a method to escape from 
thence, and for the purpose of effecting his escape deliver- 
ed a Letter to Laurence Hartwick, directed to James Ty- 
lee, of New- York, and that the said Lawrence Hartwick, 
betraying the trust reposed in. him, had delivered the said 
Letter lo Captain George Vandeput, whereby the said 



prisoner was prevented from making his escape ; and where- 
as, this Committee has, also, been informed by the same 
witnesses, that the saic \ Laivrence Hartwick affirms that 
he will continue to go on board of the King's ships-of-war, 
without leave of any Chairman, contrary to the order of 
the Provincial Congress of this Colony, and made many 
other declarations highly inimical lo the measures pursuej) 
by the inhabitants of the American Colonies for the defence 
of their liberties, thereupon a draft of a warrant to Cap- 
tain Nathaniel Tylee was read and approved, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, during ) 
the recess of the Provincial Congress, January 9, 177G. { 

Whereas, full information has. been given to this Com- 
mittee that Lawrence Hartwick betrayed a trust reposed 
in him by Lieutenant Edward Tylee, an officer of the 
Continental Army, now a prisoner on board the ship Asia ; 
and whereas, further information has been given to this 
Committee of other particular conduct and declarations ...of 
the said Laivrence Hartwick, highly inimical to the pre- 
sent measures pursued by the inhabitants of the American 
Colonies for the defence of their liberties ; therefore, 

Ordered, That the said Laivrence Hartivickbe appre- 
hended by Captain Nathaniel Tylee, or by any other 
Militia officer of this city, with a sufficient Guard for that 
purpose, and carried to the Guard-House, at the Upper 
Barracks, in this city, and there confined until the further 
orders of this Committee. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and delivered to Captain Tylee. 

A Letter to each of the following absent Members of the 
Provincial Congress, a copy of that drawn and agreed to on 
the 8th instant, was sealed and forwarded, to wit : To Ezra 
L'Hommedieu, Esq., at Southold; to David Gebton, Esq., 
at Bridge-Hampton ; to John Sloss Hobart, Esq., Manor 
of Eaton; to Brigadier-General Nathaniel Woodhull, at 
South-Haven; to Thomas Wickham, Esq., at Brookha- 
ven; to David Broivn, Esq., at Shelter-Island, 

An Introduction to the copies of the Petition of the Con- 
tinental Congress to His Majesty, and the Address of the 
Lord Mayor and Livery of London, to the Electors of 
Great Britain, intended to be reprinted in this Colony, 
was read and approved of, and are in the words following, 
to wit : 

To the Inhabitants of the Colony of New-York. 

To prevent as much as possible the evil consequences 
which may arise from the assertion that the " Continental 
Congress have made no approaches towards an accommo- 
dation with Great Britain," the Committee of Safety of 
the Colony of New- York have directed the following Pe- 
tition of the Continental Congress to His Majesty, and the 
Address of the Lord Mayor and Livery of London to the 
Electors of Great Britain, occasioned by that Petition, to 
be published. 

In the present unhappy controversy, we can call for no 
evidence so unexceptionable to the deluded enemies of 
America, as the testimony of the inhabitants of the Capital 
city of Great Britain. Every information on this subject 
coming from among us might, perhaps, be considered as 
passing through a suspicious channel, but, whence appeal 
to those who, if we have engaged without grounds in the 
present contention, are immediately interested against us, 
every unprejudiced reader must be convinced that their 
voluntary testimony in our favour is full proof of the jus- 
tice of our cause, and it is for this purpose that the above- 
mentioned Address is recommended to the serious consi- 
deration of the inhabitants of the Colony of New- York. 

By order of the Committee : 

Pierre Van Cortlandt, Chairman. 

New-York, January 9, 177G. 

3 ho. P. M., January 9, 1776. 

The Committee of Safety met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, 
Colonel McDougall, Mr. Scott, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Sands, Mr. Spooner. 

Pursuant to return of an election in the presence of Gar- 
ret Abeel and Abraham Brinckcrhoff, two of the Commit- 
tee of the City of New-York, commissions were issued for 
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the Oncers of Beat No. 13, in the said City, to wit: to 
David Wolf, Captain ; Joseph Winter, First Lieutenant ; 
Christian Wolf, Second Lieutenant ; and Philip Phoenix, 
Ensign. 

A draft of a Letter to the Committee of Cumberland 
County was read and approved, and is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety for tho Colony of New. York, during the ) 
recess of the Provincial Congress, New-York, January!), 1776. \ 

Gentlemen : We enclose you a certified copy of sun- 
dry resolutions of the Committee of Safety, as to your 
County; they are so plain they need no comment. 

We are extremely sorry to find that jealousies and divi- 
sions subsist in your County at this late day, when your 
whole Militia ought to have been fully organized and regu- 
lated, and in the best order and discipline. This gives us 
the greater chagrin and anxiety, because we expected your 
County was so firmly attached to the cause of American 
liberty, that, in proportion to your numbers and strength, 
ySu would have been more forward, and in greater readi- 
iiSss than other parts of the Colony, where Ministerial 
measures, might be expected to have spread their baneful 
influence. "' " T 

We entreat, we pray, and obtest you, as you tender not 
only your own welfare and happiness, but, also, the suc- 
cess of the American Colonies in their present struggle for 
liberty, that you exert yourselves to put an amicable pe- 
riod to all dissensions in your County, and bring about a 
perfect union among the inhabitants, and for this purpose 
that you cause a large, respectable County Committee to 
be elected in your County, if that has not already been 
done. All the difficulties arising in smaller matters, we 
would hope your County Committee would easily accom- 
modate, and that their determinations would be cheerfully 
acquiesced in. 

At the same time that we earnestly recommend unanimity 
and harmony to all the good people of your Count}', and 
a proper spirit of prudence, discretion, and direction to your 
County Committee, and their sub-Committees, if they have 
any such, give us leave to press on you to distinguish your- 
selves by setting an example of obedience to yourxMilitary 
Officers, and of care in acquiring military discipline, and 
that you inculcate the same good conduct on all the peo- 
ple of your County. 

Let every Son of Freedom employ his utmost efforts, 
that our attachment to the Rules of Congress, our military 
subordination and skill, according to their plan and direc- 
tions, and our attachment to good order and Government, 
may distinguish us from our enemies, as much as the glo- 
rious cause we are engaged in. 

■ We are, respectfully, gentlemen, your very humble ser- 
vants. 

By order of the Committee of Safety. 

To the Chairman and Members of the County Committee, 
Cumberland County. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by Doctor Spooner. 

Mr. Peter T. Curtenius delivered in an account of the 
Lead which he has, as yet, been able to procure in obedi- 
ence to the late Order of the Provincial Congress, amount- 
ing to eight thousand five hundred and eight pounds. The 
same was filed. 



T)ia Mercurii, 10 ho. A. M., January 10, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
- Present : Pierre Van Cortlandt, Egq., Chairman', Col- 
onel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. Trcdwell, Mr. Scott, 
Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Spooner. 

Mr. Nicholas Low, attending at the door, was admitted. 
He informed the Committee that he had received informa- 
tion that Lord Stirling had a design to use the Vessel of 
Mr. Isaac Governeur, now at Elizabethtown-Poini, to 
seize Despatches from on board the Ship bound for Lon- 
don, and under the command of Captain Cooper. 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to Lord Stirling was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safely for the Colony of New-York, during the ) 
... , rec.ess ! of Provincial Congress, New-York, January 10, 1776 t 

. My. Lord: While we entertain the highest sercse of 



your zeal in the publick service, permit us to inform you 
that we have this moment received advice of your design 
to employ a sloop, now loading at Elizabethtown-Point, 
under the protection of this Committee, and the direction 
of Mr. Nicholas Low, of this city, to seize the Despatches 
now on board Captain Cooper. Though we do not, alto- 
gether, rely on this advice, yet, lest it should be well- 
founded, we beg leave to inform you, that such an expe- 
dient will, in our opinion, be prejudicial to the common 
cause. You doubtless know, my Lord, upon what errand 
she came to this Continent. Should any steps be taken 
on our part that may embarrass those of our friends abroad, 
who aie running risks to serve us, we must necessarily lose 
their assistance in an article of the utmost importance to 
us. We can divine no reason why that sloop should be 
preferred to many others in New-Jersey equally fit for the 
service, unless it is, that the few swivels she has mounted 
may denominate her an armed vessel. Should this be the 
reason for preferring her to any other, the purposemay be 
effectually answered by borrowing those swivels and mount- 
ing them in some other vessel. If your design should be 
such as we have mentioned, we beg that the expedient 
proposed by us may be adopted in preference to the one 
which will naturally discourage our friends abroad from 
continuing their friendship towards us. 

We are, with great respect, my Lord, your Lordship's 
most obedient servants. 

By order of the Committee of Safety. 

To Lord Stirling. 

P. S. We beg leave to inform your Lordship that we 
have understood the ship will be convoyed to sea by a 
company of Marines, in a pilot-boat. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and delivered to Mr. Low. 

(N. B. Mr. Low having discovered that the information 
he had received was without any foundation, and this Let- 
ter unnecessary, returned it to the Committee of Safety on 
the ll.th, and it was ordered to be destroyed.) 

Thomas Merritt, who was apprehended and brought be- 
fore the Committee by some of the Inhabitants, on infor- 
mation of persons from Westchester County that he had 
declared he had seen people casting great quantities of 
Bullets to kill the Whigs, and that he knew where great 
quantities of those Bullets were; was examined. Notes.of 
his examination, are, filed, 

The Witnesses against him were examined, in his pre- 
sence, and Merritt and the Witnesses withdrew. 

Thereupon, Ordered, That the said Thomas Merritt be 
discharged. And he was charged from the Chair to be more 
cautious of his declarations and reports for the future. 

Pursuant to a return of an Election of Officers in Beat 
No. 14, of the City of New-York, in the presence of 
Garret Abeel and Abraham Brinckerhoff, two of the Com- 
mittee of the said City, Commissions were issued to the 
following Officers, to wit : 

Pardon Burlingham, Captain ; Henry York, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Thomas Van Pelt, Second Lieutenant ; Anthony 
Ford, Ensign. 

Die Mercurii, 3 ho. P. M., January 10, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Col- 
onel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. Scott, Mr. Tredwell, 
Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Spooner. 

Letters to sundry Members of the Provincial Congress, 
each Letter being a copy of that drawn and agreed to on 
the 8th instant, were sealed, directed, and despatched. 

Colonel Palmer returned from the Continental Congress, 
and brought to the Committee Chamber the Money sent 
from Congress by him and Colonel Brasher. The De- 
puty Treasurer being this evening from home, with the 
consent of Mr. Sands, 

Ordered, That the said Money be deposited in a strong 
iron-chest at his house, and the key of the said chest given 
to Colonel Palmer or Colonel Brasher, 

A certified copy of Resolutions of Congress, dated the 
5th January, instant, respecting the Fortifications in the 
Highlands, were read and filed, and are in the words fol- 
lowing, toTvit : 
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" In Congress, January 5, 1776. 

" The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee on the state of New-York, and having 
consulted the gentlemen sent to Congress by the Conven- 
tion of New- York, the same was agreed to as follows, to 
wit: 

"Resolved, That for the reasons contained in the papers 
hereunto annexed, this Committee are of opinion that no 
further Fortifications ought to be erected at Martelaer's 
Rock, on the Hudson-River, and that a point of land at 
Pooplopen's Kill, on the said River, ought, without delay, 
to be effectually fortified. 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention, 
or in their recess, the Committee of Safety of New-York, 
to carry into execution the above Resolution. 

" Extract from the Minutes: 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Colonel Brasher, who is a Member of the Committee of 
Safety, being returned from Philadelphia, Doctor Spooner 
renewed his solicitation for leave to return to his County, 
and which he had, for several days, been encouraged to ex- 
pect when another Member should arrive. 

The Committee being of opinion, unanimously, that it is 
necessary Doctor Spooner should return to his County to 
carry up the Writ for an election of Representatives in Ge- 
neral Assembly ; the Commissions for the Field-Offieers of 
the Militia; and the Letter from this Committee ; and to 
endeavour to restore unanimity and harmony among the 
inhabitants, it is agreed that he have leave of absence. 

And, whereas, it is inconvenient for Doctor Paul Spooner 
to return to the County of Cumberland, which is very dis- 
tant, without a small supply of cash for that purpose, and 
it appears to the Committee that his return there at present 
may be useful, and he has solicited aid from the Treasury 
of the Provincial Congress, on the credit of Cumberland 
County, for his relief, to be repaid in such manner as the 
Provincial Congress of this Colony shall direct. 

Ordered, That Peter Van B. Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad- 
vance to Doctor Paul Spooner, or his order, the sura of 
twenty Pounds, on the credit of Cumberland County, and 
of himself, to be repaid in such manner as the Provincial 
Congress of this Colony shall direct, and that a copy of this 
Order be a warrant to the Treasurer for that purpose. 

And Ordered further, That until such payment made, 
Doctor Paul Spooner be, and remain indebted unto the 
said Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., for the sum of twenty- 
Pounds, for so much cash lent, and, at all events, to be re- 
paid by himself, if not repaid by the County of Cumber- 
land. 

It was suggested to the Committee that a few copies of 
the Proceedings of the Continental Congress, first pub- 
lished, and, also, of their late Proceedings, would be very 
useful in the Committees of the respective Towns and Dis- 
tricts in Cumberland County. 

Ordered, That John Holt furnish thirty-five copies to 
Doctor Spooner for that purpose. 

Die Jovis, 10 ho. A. M., January 11, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Mr. McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 
Clarke, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brewster. 

A Letter from the Delegates of this Colony at Congress, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Philadelphia, January 5, 1776. 

" Gentlemen : The Congress has been so much en- 
cumbered with business, that it has not, till now, been in 
our power to write to you decisively on the subject of your 
several favours, indeed, the appointment of an officer to 
command in the Highlands still remains undetermined, 
though we doubt not the recommendation communicated 
in your letter of the 8th of December, will have its due 
weight. 

" We highly applaud the spirit, and, at the same time, 
respectful manner, in which you have supported the dig- 
nity and independence of our Colony, and demanded repa- 
ration on the subject of the Connecticut inroad. An inter- 
position so rash, officious, and violent, gave us great anxiety, 



as it was not only a high insult to your authority, But had 
a direct tendency to confirm that fatal spirit of jealousy and 
distrust of our Eastern brethren, which has done so much 
injury to our cause, and which every wise and virtuous 
patriot should study to suppress. The Government of 
Connecticut, we are persuaded, will not onjy do you the 
justice which you have required, but adopt effectual means 
to restrain their inhabitants from similar attempts m future. 
In this expectation, we shall take the liberty to defer the 
application to Congress which you direct, until we are fa- 
voured with a copy of Governour Trumbull's answer to 
your letter. 

" The enclosed resolution of Congress respecting the 
loan of forty-five thousand pounds on the credit of our Co- 
lony, will, we hope, be no disappointment. It is, in our 
opinion, founded on good reasons. The precedent would 
have justified every other Colony in soliciting the like in- 
dulgence, which could not, without gross partiality, have 
been refused. The faith of all' must, in every instance, 
have been pledged to secure the payment, and, conse- 
quently, all exposed to the effects of mismanagement and 
want of economy in each separate Government. The 
quantity of paper money would not have been diminished. 
The sums thus borrowed must, in the course of the present 
contest, have become enormous. Those objections, among 
others, operated so strongly against the measure, that if we 
had thought ourselves at liberty to exercise .discretion; In 
the ca'se of a positive instruction, we should have declined 
an application to which, in our judgment, we could, not wish 
success. 

" T.he deputation from your Convention, respecting the 
fortific-ations in the Highlands, was very proper and season- 
able. They have conferred with a Committee of Con- 
gress, and been heard by the House, and will inform you 
of eveJry thing which occurred, so that It is needless for us 
to be explicit. 

"A. copy of the resolution of Congress will be deli- 
vered to you by your Deputies, to which we have nothing 

to add. ■■-.-_■-.-■■ 

'< ftir. Secretary McKesson has furnished us with a copy 
of yo ur resolutions respecting your Delegates. This.jr- 
ranget nent, or something similar, we had much at. heart, .as 
the c< instant attendance of so large a quorum. as five, would 
natur.-dly be precarious, especially when only that number 
were i/n town. . _ r< 

" 1 !"he defection or Queen T s and Richmond js much to 
be Ian iented. A Committee of Congress has this subject 
now i i»der consideration, and it will not be long before 
their : resolutions on that head will be communicated to you. 
« \ Ve have the honour to be, with great respect, gentle- 
men \ " our most obedient and humble servants, 
" Philip Livingston, John Jay, 
"James Duane, Henry Wisnjeb, 

William Floyd. 

« p \ S. You have likewise enclosed a. resolution^ o? 
Cone ress respecting the inlistment of soldiers." 

Th, s Resolution of Congress, on the request of a loan to 
this C colony, was read, filed, and is in the words following, 

to wit •' 

"In Congress, Decefober S3, 1775, 

« q The Committee to whom the application from the Con- 
ventio n °f New-York, for the loan of forty-five thousand 
Pount ^ s > was referred, brought in their report, which being 
read •■ was agreed to, as follows : 

« i 'hat notwithstanding it appears to this Committee that 
the cr emt °f tne Colony of Neiv- York is unquestionable, 
and t ne ' r app ncat ' on f° r ^e loan of forly-five thousand 
Pounc k was suggested by disinterested principles, yet that 
it wou ^ not ^ e advisable in the opinion of thris Committee 
for the J Congress to make the loan proposed. 

« £ xtracl from the Minutes: 

" Charles Thojjson, Secretary." 

R e , solutions of Congress respecting the Inlistment of Sol- 
diers therein enclosed, was, also, read and filed, and are in 

the wc ,rc ' s f°" ow i n »j t0 w ' 1 •' 

"In Congress, December 26, 1775. 

" Th e re P° rt °f tne Committee to whom was referred a 
parao-ra'i ,l ' °* Lorcl Stirling's letter to the Congress, com- 
plaining- tnat several of his recruits had been arrested and 
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imprisoned for trifling debts, being taken into consideration, 
was agreed to, as follows : 

• "This Committee have reason to believe that divers 
persons/either from inaltention to the publick good, or with 
a design to retard the recruiting service, have arrested and 
imprisoned, for very trifling debts, many soldiers who had 
engaged to risk their lives in defence of the rights and liber- 
ties of America, and as it has always been found necessary 
in time of war to regulate and restrain a practice of such 
pernicious tendency, and in such cases to abate the rigour 
of law, 

"Resolved, therefore, That it be recommended to the 
several Legislatures in these Colonies, whether Assemblies 
or Conventions, to pass acts, or ordinances, prohibiting the 
arrest of Continental soldiers for small debts, and in order 
that the same rule may pervade all the Colonies, that no 
such soldier be arrested at the suit of any of bis credi- 
tors, unless the said creditor make oath that the said sol- 
dier is justly indebted to him in the sum of thirty-five dol- 
lars, over and above all discount, and that the estate of no 
such soldier be liable to attachment at the suit, or for the 
benefit of all his creditors, unless their debts in the whole, 
on being ascertained by their oaths, shall amount to more 
than one hundred and fifty dollars. 
... /'Extract from the Minutes: 
t *i .ri! ,!; [i is- "Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Colonel Brasher and Colonel Palmer informed the Com- 
hiittee that they had obtained the sum of Fifty Thousand 
Dollars in Continental Bills at Philadelphia. That four 
of the Delegates of this City, being in want of cash, at 
Philadelphia, had requested a small sum thereof, in part 
of their respective demands for their services and disburse- 
ments as Delegates, which they had accordingly paid them, 
and taken their separate receipts. That they had brought 
with them Bills to the amount of Forty-Eight Thousand 
Four Hundred Dollars, and four receipts of the Delegates 
to the Treasurer, amounting together to Sixteen Hundred 
Dollars. 

Ordered, That those gentlemen deliver the said Bills 
and Receipts of the Delegates, in the whole to the sum of 
Fifty Thousand Dollars, to Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., 
-Treasurer of the Provincial Congress, and take a receipt 
of the said Treasurer, or his Deputy, for the whole amount 
thereof. 

Colonel Lasher, Colonel Heyer, and Colonel Lott, ac- 
cording to order, respectively attended the Committee, to 
give information of the states of their respective Regi- 
ments. 

Colonel Lasher and Colonel Heyer respectively inform- 
ed the Committee their Regiments were properly Armed, 
Accoutred, and Equipped. 

Colonel Lott informed that a number of the Privates of 
his Regiment are without Muskets, or Firelocks, and some 
of them unable to purchase, and that Arms are so ^arce, 
that it is difficult to purchase. 

Those gentlemen further informed the Committee in 
substance, that the Privates of the two first mentioned Re- 
giments in particular had done a great deal of duty, at much 
expense of time and money, that the whole City Militia, 
through the multiplicity and largeness of the guards re- 
quired, have a considerable share of duty. That the least 
share thereof is borne, or done by the most wealthy. 'That 
'many of their men are unable to purchase Gunpowder, and 
that others think they ought not to submit to that expanse. 

Thereupon, the Committee agreed on two Orders, intro- 
duced by a recital, all which are in the words following to 

> vi[: 

r Whereas, it is the opinion of this Committee, that' it will 
pe necessary for the immediate safety of the Colony, that 
an half pound of Powder be delivered out at the publick 
expense, to the several effective Officers and Privates of the 
Militia and Minute-Men of this Colony, who arc? well 
affected to the publick cause, to the end that they mny not 
have reason to complain of the want of means to answer 
the good purpose aforesaid ; 

It is therefore, Ordered, That such quantities of the 
publick Powder be delivered out for the purpose aforesaid, 
under the following regulations, that is to say : 
■■... 1st. That. every Colonel, or in his absence, the next 
commanding officer of Militia and Minute-Men in this Co- 



lony do, without delay, make a return of the effective Offi- 
cers and Privates in their respective Regiments, to this 
Committee, distinguishing I herein such as are well affected 
as aforesaid, to the end that such distribution as aforesaid 
may bo made. 

Secondly. And to prevent any unnecessary expenditure 
of Powder, it is hereby declared, that the Militia and Mi- 
nute-Men are not to depend on any further supplies at the 
publick expense ; and, it is further, 

Ordered, That at every Regimental, or other Muster, Re- 
view, Training, or other Military service, each Militia and 
Minute-Man, whose duty it will be to attend the same, do 
attend, furnished with as many Cartridges, filled properly 
with Powder and Ball, as the quantity of half a pound of 
Powder will be sufficient to fill in manner aforesaid ; and 
to prevent and punish neglects in those instances, that 
every Commanding Officer, do at every such Muster, Re- 
view, Training, or other Military service, cause strict search 
to be made, whether every person attending the same be 
duly provided in manner aforesaid. 

A Letter from Tryon County Committee, received by 
the Albany Post-Rider, was read and filed. This Letter 
informs of their election of Deputies. 

Ordered, That it be reported and read to the Provincial 
Congress, at their first meeting after the recess. 

Sundry large Accounts of Captain John Grenell and 
Captain John Hulbert, who served in the last Northern 
campaign, were produced to the Committee, and payment 
thereof solicited. 

The Committee took the said Accounts into examina- 
tion and consideration, and after some time spent therein, 
are of opinion, that as to sundry disbursements charged 
therein, the Committee have not sufficient information to 
determine thereon. That of other parts of those Accounts 
they are not proper judges. That Major-General Schuy- 
ler only is competent, and this Committee incompetent for 
the settlement thereof. 

That it is the business and duty of a Paymaster to pay 
those Accounts, and the payment of Military Accounts 
necessarily renders the accounts of the Congress of this 
Colony more complex and intricate, and may in the end 
be attended with loss to the Colony. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Major-General Schuy- 
ler, was read and approved of, and is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

" Sir: We are sorry to be obliged to point out to you a 
defect in the conduct of the Paymaster under your depart- 
ment, which has in your multiplicity of business doubtless 
escaped your attention ; and proves a subject of great in- 
convenience to us, and delay to the publick service. Our 
situation subjects us necessarily to the transaction of many 
matters purely of a Continental nature, in the course of 
which repeated applications to the Continental Congress 
for money, are unavoidable; to this, however, we cheer- 
fully submit, but think it a great hardship, that while a 
Continental Paymaster is handsomely appointed, we should 
be under a necessity of making expenditures properly 
within the compass of his duty. By this means our ac- 
counts are rendered unnecessarily complex and intricate, 
which may in the end be attended with loss to this Colony. 
The disagreeable task of applying for money may be more 
frequent than we could wish, and the publick service pro- 
perly within our department is too often delayed by the ex- 
penditure of large sums to uses not regularly under our 
direction. We, therefore, earnestly request you to direct, 
that the Paymaster do, for tbe future, attend at this impor- 
tant post, either in person, or by deputy, to the end that we 
may be rid of a very disagreeable service, which in nowise 
belongs to us, and by that means be enabled to forward, 
with more expedition, those matters which properly fall 
under our directions. 

" We beg leave, also, to inform you that no resolutions 
of Congress for filling up and clothing the troops in your 
department have hitherto reached us, and to request of you 
to furnish us with such lights on this head, as may enable 
us most effectually to advance the publick service. 

"We have the honour to be, with the highest respect 
and esteem, sir, your most obedient, humble servants. 

" By order of the Committee of Safety. 
" To Major-General Schuyler, Albany. ,} 
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Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 
Adjourned. 

Die Jovis, 3 ho. P. ML, January 11, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Scott, Mr. Tredwell, Colonel 
McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Sands. 

The consideration of the great importance to the Colo- 
nies of having Powder-Mills for the manufactory of Gun- 
powder immediately, and the more especially, as a large 
quantity of Saltpetre, is confidently said to be arrived at 
Philadelphia ; agreed to recommend to Robert R. Living- 
ston, Esq., the re-erection of the Powder-Mill formerly built 
by the late Mr. Justice Livingston. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Robert R. Living- 
ston, Esq., on that subject, was read and approved of, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York, in the recess / 
of the Provincial Congress, New-York, January 11, 1776. \ 

Sir: While we most heartily condole with you on the 
loss of so significant a publick character, as that of your 
late worthy father, your known attachment to the publick 
cause will readily excuse our intermixing a few considera- 
tions of publick utility with our sympathetick expressions 
on that distressing event. 

We have full evidence of a large importation of Salt- 
petre into Philadelphia; our friends in New- England are 
pushing the manufacture of that article, and we hope our 
Congress at their next meeting will give all due encour- 
agement to so useful a manufacture in this Colony. In 
this view, it is probable, that there will be full employ for 
Powder-Mills, and for iliis reason we beg | ea ve to recom- 
mend the re-erection of the patriotick work of the late 
Mr. Justice Livingston to your immediate attention. 

We are, sir, with great respect, your most obedient ser- 
vants. 



Colony at Congress, was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, during the ) 
recess of the Provincial CongreBS, New-York January 11, 1776. £ 

Gentlemen : The Winter is wearing away fast, and 
perhaps the approaching campaign may be an active one. 
In this 1 view, we conceive that every attention should be 
paid to promote the publick service. 

The commissioned and non-commissioned officers, and 
privates of the Minute-Men employed for the defence of 
the fortifications on Hudson's River, are left at an uncer- 
tainty with respect to their pay, and for their billeting mo- 
ney, until they are provided for at the post, for which they 
are now applying to us. How discouraging this uncertain- 
ty will be to the service, and how much it is out of our 
power to remedy the evil, must be obvious. We must, 
therefore, request the most immediate resolution of the 
Continental Congress on that head. 

Thf^ commissioned officers in the late New- York bat- 
talions' of Continental troops, think it a piece of justice to 
them to reimburse them for their billeting money, before 
they v* 'ere supported upon the publick provisions. You will 
reaclil'/ conceive how disheartening it must be to them to 
be left saddled with a certain loss, to which they must in- 
fallibly ' be subject if publick provision be not made for 
their r eimbursement. Without this, they will engage afresh 
with g ;reat reluctance. They are continually applying to 
us on this head, but you well know we are incapable of 
giving them the relief sought for; this must be had from 
the C ontinenlal Congress. We beg you to procure their 
speech ' resolution on this head. 

The - resolutions of the Continental Congress as to the 
pay, c 'lothing, and billeting money, for recruiting the four 
battali* ^ns with the utmost despatch, we most ardently rer 



To Robert R. Livingston, Esq., at his seat, Claremont. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

The Committee consisting of only a Quorum, directed 
a Letter to be wrote to Peter R. Livingston, Esq,, and 
request his attendance. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Peter R. Livingston, 
Lsq., was read and approved, and is in the words followino 
to wit: ° 5 

In Committee of Safety, during the recess of the Provincial 
Congress, New- York, January It, 1776. 

Sir: The Committee of Safety by the absence of your- 
self and another member, and the indisposition of some 
other members, are generally reduced to a bare quorum. 

Many things of importance are necessary, and ought to 
be taken into consideration immediately. 

If any of the members present should be indisposed, the 
Committee may be without even a quorum, and the pub- 
lick business entirely suffer. The Committee expected 
your attendance and assistance long before this day. 

In case of your indisposition, or inability to attend, Mr. 
Henry Oothoudt was appointed in your stead. 

We pray that you attend, or that you endeavour that 
Mr. Oothoudt attend without delay. 

We are, respectfully, sir, your very humble servants. 
A similar Letter, omitting those parts which relate to Mr 
Oothoudt, was sent to Mr. Imh-j and Mr. Morris Graham. 
Sundry Accounts were produced to the Committee, for 
billeting and pay of Commissioned and non-Commission- 
ed Officers and Privates of the Companies of Minute-Men 
who have been stationed near the Fortifications in the 
Highlands, for payment, and requests were made whether 
any and how much if any thing, is allowed for the billetino- 
of Officers The bdleting money for Officers in the late 
campaign, having, also been in part the subject of some 
ate apphcat.ons the Committee determined to write to 
the Delegates of tins Colony on these subjects; and to 
reques the resolutions of Congress as to the fay, clothing 
and establishment of the new levies ordered to be raised 
Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this 
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j are, with the highest respect and esteem, gentle- 
your most obedient, humble servants, 
order of the Committee of Safely. 

:e Delegates for the Colony of New-York, at Con- 
ss, Philadelphia. 

dered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
3 Chairman, and transmitted. 

Die Veneris, 10 ho. A. M., January 12, 1776. 
ie Committee met pursuant to adjournment, 
esent : Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Colo- 
'icDougall, Mr. Scott, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Clarke, 
el Brasher, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Sands. 

setter from Egbert Benson, Esq., Chairman of the 
nittee of Dutchess Connty, was read and filed, and is 
Twords following, to wit: 
•etter not entered.) 

Bond of Cornelius Atherton and Brinton Paine, to 
>el Alexander McDougall and Peter T. Curtenius, 
-, penal sum of seven hundred Pounds, dated the 20lh 
f December last, and conditioned that the said Corne- 
ttherton will fulfil his Contract made with the obligee, 
■'half of this Congress, on the 23d day of November 
for the making and delivery of a certain number of 
ets, &c, was read and filed. 

Bond of the said Cornelius Atherton, and of John, 
nberlaine, to the said obligees, and of the like tenour, 
sum, and condition of the Bond above recited, was 
and filed. 

lereupon, Ordered, That the Secretary deliver to 
ie\ McDougall and Colonel Curtenius a certified copy 
; Order of the Provincial Congress of this Colony on 
Treasurer, made and passed on the 15th day of De- 
•r last, for the sum of three hundred and fifty Pounds, 
i was to be advanced to the said Cornelius Atherton, 
. proper security was given to fulfil his Contract ; and 
the Secretary also give, therewith, a Certificate that 
aid Bonds are filed with him, that Colonel McDougall 
Jolonel Curtenius, or their order, may be enabled to 
■e of the Treasurer, as well the moneys by Comfort- 
s, at their request, as the residue of the moneys now 

advanced, amounting, in the whole, to the sum of 
'limdred and fifty Pounds, agreeable to the said Order 

Provincial Congress. 
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, The Committee of Safety then took into consideration 
tbe Report of a subcommittee of the General Committee 
of the City of New- York, delivered in parole, some days 
past, to the following effect, to wit : " That a certain Ben- 
jamin James, who had been chosen Captain of one of the 
Companies of Militia in the City of New-York, had re- 
fused to subscribe the Declaration mentioned in his com- 
mission as necessary to his entering on the executing that 
office : that, on a new election being ordered in the said 
Company for a Captain, the Company re-elected the same 
person, and refused to elect any other ; that there are some 
,other instanpes of the like kind, and the persons exercising 
military offices in the predicament." 
" This Committee are of opinion that the best remedy for 
inconvenience would be a Resolution of the Continental 
Congress, or, in their recess, the Committee of Safety for 
the time being to exercise their discretion in appointing 
proper Officers, without such election, whenever occasion 
may require. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to the Delegates of 
ibis Colony, on the subject of appointing Officers in such 
Cases, and on the subject of giving aids to Expresses or 
Messengers who travel without certificates, was read and 
approved of, and is in tbe words following, to wit : : 

In Committee of Safety, during the recess of the Provincial ) 
Congress, New-York, January 12, 1776. \ 

c Gentlemen : We apprehend, for reasons too tedious to 
rnehtion,'great danger of the want of a proper arrangement 
of the Militia in some of our Districts, from making the 
election of the people necessary for the appointment of 
officers under the degree of Field-Officers. We, there- 
fore, earnestly request you immediately to procure a re- 
solve of Congress to authorize our Congress, or the Com- 
mittee of Safety for' the time being, to exercise their discre- 
tion in appointing, without such election, whenever occa- 
sion may require. 

We are put to repeated difficulties with applications, by 
expresses, to and from Congress, on the Continental ser- 
vice, in complying with which, without proper certificates, 
specifying the aids required of us to be given to such ex- 
presses, we apprehend ill consequences. By this means, 
our prudence in disposing of the Continental money may 
be exposed to be called in question, and abuses put upon 
the publick by taking advantage of our readiness to ad- 
vance the service. For these reasons, we have been 
obliged to determine to give no such aids for the future to 
any person applying to us in the character of an express, 
unless he produce a certificate from Congress, specifying 
the particular aids required of us. Our late Congress 
wrote early in the Summer on this subject, but were not 
favoured with an answer. 

•' We are, gentlemen, with great respect and esteem, your 
most obedient servants. 

By order of the Committee of Safety. 

To the Delegates for the Colony of New- York at Con- 
■ gress, Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

Colonel Brasher produced a Deputation from Petyr V, 
B. Livingston, Esq., Treasurer of the Provincial Congress 
of this Colony, to Mr. Gerard Bancker, his Deputy, 
which was read, and is in the words and figures following, 
to wit : 

i- " Whereas, the Provincial Congress have nominated me 
their Treasurer, I do hereby appoint my friend, Mr. Ge- 
rard Bancker, Jun., my Deputy, hereby promising tc con- 
firm every act he shall do in my name in the execution 
thereof. As witness my hand and seal, this twenty-oitrhth 
day of August, 1775., ° 

''P. V. B. Livingston, [l. s.] 
.' " Sealed and delivered in the presence of, 
> "Stirling. 

* '" ' * "Philip Livingston." 

' Ordered, That the said Appointment be returned to 
the Deputy -Treasurer. :■ 

, Colonel Brasher and Colonel Palmer produced the Re- 
ceipt of Gerard Bancker, the Deputy-Treasurer, for the 
'casb, and receipts for cash paid the Delegates of this Co- 
lony, by them brought from Philadelphia for the Congress 



of this Colony, amounting, together, to the sum of Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ; which receipt was read and filed, and is 
hereunto annexed, in the words and figures following, to wit : 

"Received, January 12, 1776, from Messrs. Thomas 
Palmer, Abraham Brasher, and Captain John Grenell, 
Fifty Thousand Dollars, in Continental Bills, in behalf of 
Peter Livingston— Bills, $48,400—4 Receipts, $1,600 
—$50,000. •' Gerard Bancker." 

Mr. Christian Jacobson, of Richmond County, attend- 
ing at the door, was admitted. He alleged that a majority 
of the Inhabitants of Richmond County were not averse, 
but friendly to the measures of Congress. He attempted 
to state their difficulties and fears. Answers were given 
to him by the Members of this Committee. 

Colonel Brasher, a Member of this Committee, informed 
the Committee that he had lately seen Mr. Richard Law- 
rence, one of the late Deputies of Richmond County ; that 
Mr. Lawrence told him he expected that the Inhabitants 
of the said County would very speedily elect Deputies to 
represent them in Provincial Congress, and requested him 
to inform this Committee thereof. 

Therefore, Resolved, That the late intended Interdic- 
tion of the Provincial Congress, against all delinquents in 
that County, be delayed until Monday, the 22d instant. 

Ordered, That the Secretary deliver a certified copy of 
the information of Colonel Brasher, relating to the Inhabi- 
tants of Richmond County, and of the above Resolution 
thereon, to Mr. Christian Jacobson, one of the Committee 
of Richmond County. 

Adjourned to three o'clock in the Afternoon. 

Die Veneris, 3 ho. P. M., January 12, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. McDougall, Mr. Brewster, Mr, 
Clarke, Mr. Sands; Colonel Brasher, the latter part of 
the evening. 

Mr. Richard Lawrence, one of the Deputies from Rich- 
mond County to the former Provincial Congress, attended, 
and conversed with the Committee on the state of Rich- 
mond County, of his own mere motion, as he said, and 
without any request from the Committee, or the Inhabi- 
tants, to attend for that purpose. 

After a full conversation with Mr. Lawrence, the Com- 
mittee of Safety unanimously came to the following Reso- 
lutions, as to the Inhabitants of Richmond County, to wit : 

Resolved, That, notwithstanding any thing contained in 
the Resolution of this day, respecting the County of Rich- 
mond, the same was not intended to give them any ground 
of assurance that their Deputies will be received in Provin- 
cial Congress, but only to enable them to put the conduct 
of the Inhabitants of that County in as favourable a light 
before the Continental Congress as the nature of their case 
will admit of, the same having been submitted by the Pro- 
vincial Congress to the consideration of that respectable 
body, by whose determination the Inhabitants of that 
County must be bound. 

Resolved, nevertheless, That, whether the Inhabitants 
of the said County should, or should not, proceed to an 
election of Deputies, in either case the Committee of the 
said County do report to this Committee the names of 
those who do, or shall, either directly or indirectly, oppose 
such election, as also the names of those who do not at- 
tend such election, in case a poll shall be opened for that 
purpose ; and that the said Committee report their pro- 
ceedings, and those of the County, in the premises, to this 
Committee, on Monday, the 22d instant. 

Ordered, That the Secretary deliver to Mr. Richard 
Lawrence, or his order, certified copies of the Resolution 
of this Committee passed this morning, and of the two last 
preceding Resolutions, as to the Inhabitants of Richmond 
County. 

Copies of three Affidavits, as to the ill conduct and 
threatenings of Samuel Devine, certified by Captain John 
Wisner, were read and filed, and are in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 
" Ulster County: 

" Stephen Semour, of full age, being duly sworn on the 
Holy Evangelist, this 4th day of January, 1776, s&ith, 
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that on Monday evening, the 1st instant, being at the 
house of Daniel M. Giden, he heard Samuel Devine re- 
peatedly drink damnation to the Congress, and all the 
Whigs; that last year was Whig year, but this would be 
Tory year; and, likewise, that all the .Whigs would be 
hanged in the Spring ; and, furthermore, repeatedly called 
the Whigs a pack of damned Rebels; and further saith, 
that he would not obey his officers, more than he would a 
dog, or to that purpose. And further saith not. 

"Stephen Semour." 

" Ulster County : 

" George Lean, of full age, being duly sworn on the 
Holy Evangelist, this 4th day of January, 1776, saith, 
that being sent with a warrant from Captain Teerpany to 
the house of Samuel Devine, to levy on his goods and 
chattels, for not appearing under arms according to military 
law, at which time he levied on two ox-chains. Devine 
then threatened, if he took the chains, he should immedi- 
ately be a dead man. After going some rods from said 
Divine's house, was followed by him, who desired to see 
his warrant, which the deponent's brother had in his hand, 
and, showing it to him, said Devine snatched it out of his 
hand, and destroyed it; and further saith, that Devine 
said, if satisfaction was not made for his chains, he would 
come up and kill a half dozen of them. And furthersaith 

" George Lean." 

" Ulster County : 

" Henry Lockwood, of full age, being duly sworn on 
the Holy Evangelist, this 4th day of January, 1776, saith, 
that on his way from Newburgh homeward, he met with 
some persons, among which was a certain Samuel Devine, 
who then asked him if he did not know there was a reward 
for taking up a Committee-man, and sending him on board 
the man-of-war? — who then threatened to take said depo- 
nent, he being one of the Committee of New- Marlborough 
Precinct, and that he could have forty pounds in cash, or 
fifty acres of land, for delivering a Committee-man on 
board the man-of-war. And further saith not. 

" Henrf Lockwood." 

" A true copy of the oaths. Given under my hand : 
"Captain John Wisner." 

Application was again made to this Committee on the 
subject of Captain John Hu'bert's and Captain John Gre- 
nell's Accounts. Hulbert and Grenell, attending at the 
door, were admitted, with their Accounts. Many articles 
in their Accounts were pointed out to them, to the settle- 
ment whereof this Committee is by no means competent. 
Captain Grenell and Captain Hulbert withdrew. After 
some considerable time spent in attention to those Accounts, 
and sundry debates thereon, to enable those gentlemen fully 
to pny off and discharge all moneys due to the Privates and 
non-Commissioned Officers of their Companies, this Com- 
mittee agreed and resolved to allow them one thousand 
Pounds on account, and came to a determination, in the 
words following, to wit: 

Whereas, Captain Grenell and Captain Hulbert, of the 
Third Battalion of the New-York Continental Troops, 
under the command of Colonel Clinton, now in actual ser- 
vice in Canada, have applied to this Committee with their 
respective Accounts, that of Captain Grenell exhibiting a 
balance of six hundred and twenty-four Pounds four Shil- 
lings and eleven Pence, and that of Captain Hulbert a ba- 
lance of eight hundred and twenty-six Pounds two Shillings 
and eight and one-fourth Pence, the liquidation of which 
Accounts, this Committee conceive, does not properly fall 
within their department : and whereas, for reasons unknown 
to us, no Paymaster attends this Post, to whom they can 
be referred for their respective balances, and as this Com- 
mittee has strong apprehensions that any delay of the 
means to enable them to pay the men of their respective 
Compnuies, may prove a great discouragement to persons 
who would otherwise willingly engage in the service of the 
United Colonies, 

Resolved, That the gross sum of four hundred and fifty 
Pounds on Captain GrcnelVs Account, and five hundred 
and fifty Pounds on Captain Hulbert'n, be advanced to 
them, respectively, by the Treasurer of the Provincial 
Congress, on the account of the Continental Congress, 
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and be accordingly passed to the debit of their account ; 
and that a copy of this Resolve be transmitted to the 
Continental Congress, with a request to them to take 
effectual order that such advances by this Committee, or 
the Provincial Congress, may not be made necessary in 
future. 

Ordered, That a certified copy of this Entry and Re- 
solve be given Messrs. Hulbert and Grenell. 

Mr. Sands, who had informed the Committee that he 
bad been disappointed, as to the Vessels he was about to 
charter to proceed to the Ifcst-Indies, in pursuance to the 
Order of the Provincial Congress, and was then endeavour- 
ing to procure another suitable Vessel, reports that he has 
engaged a sloop belonging to Stephen Thome, to go to the 
Island of St. Eustatia, at seventy shillings per ton, mer- 
chant's tonnage. The Congress to take the risk c/ sei- 
zure. Vessel valued at five hundred pounds. 

That he could also engage Abraham P. Loft's schoo- 
ner to go to Martinico, Guadaloupe, or St. Eustatia, at 
seventy shillings, the Congress to take the risk of seizures. 
Vessel valued at five hundred pounds. 

The Committee approve of Mr. Sands' s agreement for 
the first above-mentioned Vessel, made in pursuance of the 
directions of the Provincial Congress, and submit it to the 
care and prudence of Mr. Sands (with such advice as he 
may, from time to time, request of this Committee) to 
make the most advantageous agreement for the publick 
benefit as to the other Vessel. 

A case of the Committee of Huntington was stated by 
Mr. Tredwell to this Committee of Safety, and the letters 
to Mr. Tredwell on that subject, and all the other certi- 
ficates and writings relative thereto, produced by Mr. Tied* 
well, were read and considered, and after full consideration 
thereof, the Committee of Safety gave a state of the case, 
and a determination thereon, to be transmitted to the Com- 
mittee at Huntington, in heec verba, videlicet : 

P. M., January 12, 1776. 

The following case was stated on behalf of the Commit- 
tee of Huntington for the Opinion of this Committee, to 
wit : 

Captain Barnabas Swam, in the sloop Bellona, having 
taken in part of his lading foT Nantucket, at New- York, 
with leave of the General Committee of the City and 
County of New-York, proceeded with the same to Hun- 
tington, with intent to complete his cargo there ; the leave 
he obtained at New- York was founded on a permit pro- 
duced by him from under the hands of the Committee of 
Falmouth, dated 2d of October, 1775 ; which permit was 
produced to the Committee of Huntington, to induce them 
to consent to the completion of his cargo there. This con- 
sent was opposed by some of the Committee of Hunting- 
ton. Afterwards the Committee and Inhabitants became 
acquainted with the Resolutions in the House of Repre- 
sentatives of Massachusetts-Bay, of November 3d, 1775, 
and the Committee are still of opinion that, notwithstand- 
ing any thing contained in those Resolutions, Captain Swain 
should be permitted to complete his cargo; with which 
opinion the aforesaid inhabitants are displeased. 

It is the opinion of this Committee that, notwithstand- 
ing the date of Captain Swain's Permit precedes that of 
the aforesaid Resolutions, and will be inconsistent with a 
just respect to the said House of Representatives and a 
due. regard to the Union of the Colonies, to attempt to 
unravel the principles upon which the aforesaid Resolu- 
tions are founded, and that as by the said Resolutions the 
inhabitants of the other Colonies are desired to withhold 
further supplies of provisions, fuel, or other necessaries 
from Nantucket, until the further recommendation of the 
said Court of Representatives, and contains no saving in 
behalf of former permits, it is Captain Swain's misfortune 
that he did not complete his cargo before the receipt of 
the said Resolutions, and that the Committee of Hun- 
tington ought not to permit him to complete his said 
cargo, but that, nevertheless, he be permitted to depart on 
his voyage without molestation, with the provisions and 
other necessaries which he was permitted to take on board 
at New- York. 

Ordered. That the Secretary deliver a certified copy 
of the aforewritten case, and opinion of this Committee 
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thereon, to Mr. Tredtcell, to be by him transmitted to the 
Committee of Huntington. 

Die Sabbati, January 13, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present : Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Mr. McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Sands, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Tredwell. 
■ This day is set apart for the hearing and trial of Prison- 
ers. Several prisoners in the Guard-house were ordered 
to be brought before (he Committee to be heard, and a re- 
port from the Barrack-Guard delivered in and filed. 

William Weyman, who had been confined by the City 
Committee for going on board the ship Asia, and procur- 
ing barrels, and assisting to ship a sloop load of Pork for 
the Ministerial army and navy. He acknowledged, vo- 
luntarily, that he was guilty of the whole charge, appear- 
ing contrite and penitent for his ill conduct, the tendency 
of which was fully represented to him, he was reprimand- 
ed, and charged to tarry at home and behave prudently, 
and give no offence to his fellow-countrymen. Thereupon 
a Certificate was given to him, in the words following, to 
wit : 

William Weyman, of Westchester County, who has been 
confined in the Upper Barracks in New-York, was this 
day brought before the Committee of Safety and heard. 
He acknowledged, voluntarily, the charges against him, and 
appeared contrite and penitent for his past ill conduct, the 
tendency of which was fully represented to him, he was 
reprimanded, charged to tarry at home, behave prudently, 
and give no offence to his fellow-countrymen, and not to 
act against the liberties of his country, ail which he has so- 
lemnly engaged to do ; he is, therefore, hereby discharged 
and permitted to return to his place of abode, and it is re- 
commended to all friends of liberty and their country, to 
keep a watchful eye on his future conduct. 

Azor Betts was next brought before the Committee, and 
charged by Christopher Duyckinck with having, in his 
presence, damned the Congresses and Committees, both 
Continental and Provincial, and said that they were a set 
of damned rascals, and acted only to feather their own 
nests, and not to serve their country ; that they had shut 
up his shop, but that he hoped to see the day when he 
w-ould shut them up, or overturn them, and mentioned Cap- 
tain Buchanan and others, as witnesses, to support the 
charge. The said Azor Beits does not, in general, deny 
the charge, or desire any other witnesses to be called, but 
alleges that he did not mean to include all the members of 
Congresses and Committees, and supposes there are some 
good men among them, and at same time confesses that 
Captain Buchanan will give the like testimony as Christo- 
pher Duyckinck has done. 

Thomas Service, who had been committed for carrying 
some person on board of one of the ships-of-war without 
any permit. He was admonished for his bad conduct and 
informed of the consequences if he should be taken in the 
like act hereafter, and was discharged. 

Robert Simmons, confined by the City Committee, was 
brought in before the Committee. 

Simon Cox, a person recommended to the Committee 
for his integrity, was produced as a witness. He declares 
that Simmons, the prisoner, offered him two pair of Silver 
Buckles, which he said were worth forty Shillings, if he 
would suffer him to escape. Robert Simmons was recom- 
mitted. 

Captain John Buchanan says he heard Azor Betts damn 
the Congresses and Committees, and say they had taken the 
bread out of his mouth ; that his business was inoculation. 
That the said Azor Betts has taken great pains to prevent 
Joseph Hunt, an Ensign in Captain Tylee's Company, 
from taking his commission. 

Peletiah Haws gives the like testimony as to Azor 
Betts. 

Lawrence Hartwick, brought before the Committee. 
Captain John Buchananszys that he has heard that Law- 
rence Hartwick is very unfriendly to the liberties of Ame- 
rica, and that he frequently went on board of the man-of- 
war, and it is reported that he carried the names of persons 
in this city on board, who are active for their country. 
jQaptain Buchanan says that he has heard Lawrence Hart- 



wick declare that he had been on board of the man-of-war, 
would go on board again when he pleased, and would see 
who would hinder him. 

Mr. Scott departed with leave. 

Lawrence Hartwick says he wanted a Musket, and went: 
on board to buy a Musket, and bought one of the Armour- 
er and paid the money for it ; that the gun was to be sent! 
to him by the Pilot, but was not sent, and he went on board 
afterwards, at different limes, for his money. That when 
he was on board the ship Asia, Mr. Tylee was there, who 
asked him if he knew Captain Tylee at the ship-yards, and 
answered yes, and told him that he wanted to speak to 
him ; that he told him he was not yet going on shore, and 
he might have an opportunity to speak to him. That after 
he came on shore he found a letter in his pocket, directed 
Captain Tylee, which he delivered two days afterwards, 
but does not know how he received it. That he never 
showed the letter to Captain Vandeput or any of his Offi- 
cers. 

Captain Nathaniel Tylee says he received a letter from 
the prisoner on a Sunday morning, in November last ; that 
Hartwick told him Lieutenant Tylee had put it in his 
pocket in the gun-room ; that the letter bad been sealed 
with a wafer and broken open, and re-sealed with a very 
large seal of wax. That on that evening the ship's decks 
were cleared, and some person informed him they expect- 
ed a party and were in readiness. The letter was read ; it 
has evident marks of being opened and re-sealed. That 
he charged Hartwick with breaking open the letter, and 
Hartwick denied it. 

Captain Tylee gave the same information which was 
given to the Committee a k\v days ago, to wit : that Cap- 
tain Vandeput told Tylee, the prisoner, in the ship Asia, 
that he had seen his letter, and his friend had betrayed him. 
That he would not use him ill, but that he set another 
Sentry over him. 

John Rutter says that about the same time, McDonald 
and Hampton got on board the man-of-war, Hartwick 
came several times from on board the man-of-war. That 
one evening when Hartioick and Leonard came from on 
board, they were told it was very wrong, and they said 
they would go on board when they pleased, and they would 
see who would hinder them ; that Hartwick, in particular, 
said so; that he has understood, in general, that Hartwick 
is very much opposed to the measures of the Congress. 
Hartwick denies that he told Tylee that the letter was put 
in his pocket in the gun-room. 

John Hunter says, that Hartwick's wife declared that 
when he found the letter in his coat-pocket, he said he 
would send it back on board of the man-of-war. 

John Kell says that, one day last fall, Lawrence Hart- 
wick told him there was a fine wind, and troops expected; 
that they would give the Whigs a drubbing presently ; that 
he had advised Hartwick not to go on board of the man- 
of-war, but he persisted that he would go. 

The Committee then took into consideration the case of 
Azor Betts, and, after some time spent in consideration 
thereof, the Committee conceive that he is a dangerous 
person ; and to prevent the bad tendency of his wicked 
practices, ought not to be permitted to go at large; and thai:, 
by the Resolutions of the Continental Congress, they are 
authorized, and that it is their duty to have him confined. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Azor Betts be sent 
to Ulster County Jail, to be there confined in close jail 
until the further order of the Continental or Provincial Con- 
gress, or of this Committee. 

The Committee then took into consideration the case of 
Robert Simmons, and are of opinion that his many mis- 
chievous machinations and wicked practices are so dange- 
rous, that he ought to be kept in safe custody, and that, by 
the Resolutions of the Continental Congress of the 2d Ja- 
nuary instant, they are authorized, and that it is their duty 
to have him confined in closed jail ; and that as he has 
attempted to corrupt the Sentry at the Barrack, where he 
has been confined, that it will be unsafe to keep him as a 
prisoner without having him fettered or manacled. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Robert Simmons be 
conveyed to Ulster County Jail, to be there confined in 
close jail until the further order of the Continental or Pro- 
vincial Congress, or of this Committee; and ordered that 
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Colonel McDougall cause the said Robert Simmons to be 
fettered or manacled, so as to prevent his escape until he 
can be sent to Ulster County. 

Die Solis, 9 ho. A. M., January 14, 1776. 

The Committee of Safety met at the City-Hall pursuant 
to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Chairman, and the 
other Members in the city, except Mr. Scott. 

As no business of so much importance appeared imme- 
diately necessary, as to require the Committee to continue 
their attendance this day, the Committee, therefore, ad- 
journed to meet at ten o'clock to-morrow morning. 

10 ho. A. M., Die Luna;, January 15, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Col- 
onel McDougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brews- 
ter, Mr. Sands, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Tredwell. 

The Committee of Safety are informed by a Member, 
that a fleet of eighteen sail of Transports, two Men-of-War, 
and two Bomb-ships, are sailed from Boston. That they 
sailed from Boston on last Saturday week, and that a Let- 
ter from General Washington advising this Committee 
thereof, is on the way, and may be hourly expected. 

Thereupon, the Committee thought it necessary to have 
a proper person sent to the Narrows, with a glass, to look 
out for any fleet that may be approaching this port ; and 
Captain Austin Lawrence being sent for, attended the Com- 
mittee. He agreed to proceed to the Narrows immedi- 
ately for that purpose ; and proper directions were given 
to him, and signals agreed on, wiiich shall be made at the 
Ferry, to give notice to the City. 

Captain William Dobbs was also sent for, and attended. 
He was directed to take the VV hale-Boat lately purchased 
by this Committee, with a proper number of men to row 
her, and proceed to the Light-House, and there observe 
carefully the approach of any Fleet, and to give immediate 
notice thereof to this Committee. Mr. Dobbs was directed 
to tarry one week, if no fleet appears sooner, and to be 
very frugal in his disbursements, which were particularly 
enumerated. 

Ordered, That none of the Pilots at this Port shall go 
to Sandy-Hook, or to any other place towards the Hook, 
without the permission of this Committee, until the further 
order of this Committee. 

And Ordered, That no Pilot do presume to pilot into 
the Hook, or towards this port, any Transport with troops 
on board, or any Ship-of-War, or Ministerial Armed Ves- 
sel whatever. 

And Ordered, That the Pilots be directed to attend this 
Committee to-morrow forenoon, in order that they may be 
charged with the matter of this Order, and to keep the same 
secret. 

A Letter from James Duane, William Floyd, and Henry 
Wisntr, Esqs., of the 11th instant, was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

" Philadelphia, January 11, 1776. 

" Gentlemen : We are honoured with your favour of 
4th instant, requesting the permission of Congress to ex- 
port a quantity of flaxseed to Ireland, for the purpose 
you mention. However important the object, we are per- 
fectly satisfied that it will be in vain to expect an indul- 
gence so repugnant to the non-exportation system, and, 
particularly, to the motives of this article or our commer- 
cial restriction, which were thought to be very cogent. 
Not relying entirely on our own judgment, we have con- 
sulted several of the Members, and find them so averse to 
the proposition, that we despair of its being seconded by a 
single Colony. We think it bad policy, and an humilia- 
tion of our respectable constituents to ask, in their names, 
for what we foresee must be rejected. Upon these con- 
siderations, we shall take the liberty to defer any appli- 
cation till, informed of our apprehensions, we shall be 
favoured with your further commands. If you should still 
incline to hazard the attempt, we shall, most cheerfully, 
obey your directions. 

" We enclose you two resolutions of this Congress which 



respect our Colony, and a third for the exchange of Lieu- 
tenant Tylee, of General Wooster's Regiment, now a pri- 
soner on board the Asia. 

" We are, with the highest regard, gentlemen, your most 
obedient, and very humble servants, 

" James Duane, 
" William Floyd, 
" Henry Wisner." 

"To the Honourable Committee of Safety, New-York. 

" P. S. We also enclose you several resolutions of Con- 
gress, which passed the 8th instant, which we are directed 
to communicate, since we closed the preceding letter." 

The Resolves of the Continental Congress of the 8t[i 
instant, relating to the construction of Batteaus at Ticon- 
deroga, and sending Salt thither, and relating to the prac- 
ticability of lessening the depth of water at the Narrows, 
was read and filed. 

The Resolve of the Continental Congress of the same 
date, on the subject of raising Troops for Canada, was read 
and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

" In Congress, January 8, 1 776. 

"Resolved, That to make up the Battalions voted for the 
defence of Canada, one Battalion be immediately raised in 
New-Hampshire, one in Connecticut, and one in New- 
York; that two Battalions be formed out of the Troops 
now in Canada, and that General Montgomery, be desired 
to recommend proper persons for Officers in said Batta- 
lions. 

" The other three Battalions to be sent from Pennsyl- 
vania and Neiv-Jersey. 

" That Colonel Van Schaick, Lieutenant-Colonel Yates, 
and Major Gansevoort, be continued in the service of the 
United Colonies, and that they take the command of the 
above Battalion to be levied in the Colony of New-York. 

" Extract from the Minutes : 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

The Resolve of Congress of the 9lh January, relating 
to the Militia of Orange and Ulster Counties at the New 
Garrison, was read and filed. 

A Resolve of Congress of the 11th instant, recommend- 
ing to procure the exchange of Lieutenant Tylee, was read 
and filed. 

A Resolve of Congress directing General Schuyler to 
be furnished with an account of Moneys advanced to the 
Troops of his Department, was read and filed. 

Philip Livingston, Esq., one of the Delegates of this 
Colony, came into the Committee and conferred with them 
on sundry matters, and delivered to them certified copies 
of sundry Resolutions of the Continental Congress, on dif- 
ferent days, from 25th November to the 2d instant, which 
were read and filed, and are in the words following, to wit : 

" In Congress, November 25, 1775. 

"The Congress resumed the Report of the Committee 
on General Washington's Letter ; and the same being de- 
bated by paragraphs, was agreed to as follows : 

" The Committee to whom so much of the Letter from 
General Washington to the President, dated the 8th in- 
stant, as relates to the disposal of the Vessels and Cargoes 
belonging to the enemy, which shall fall into the hands of, 
or be taken by the inhabitants of the United Colonies, sad 
so much of the Report of the Committee of Congress, 
which lately went to the Camp at Cambridge, as related 
to that subject, were referred, have examined the matter 
thereof, and directed the same, as it appears to them, to- 
gether with the Resolutions of the Committee thereupon, 
to be reported as followed) : 

" It appears to your Committee, from undoubted infor- 
mation, that many Vessels which had cleared at the res- 
pective Custom-Houses in these Colonies, agreeable to the 
regulations established by acts of the British Parliament, 
have, in a lawless manner, without even the semblance of 
just authority, been seized by His Majesty's ships-of-war, 
and carried into the Harbour of Boston, and other ports, 
where they have been rifled of their cargoes by order of 
His Majesty's Naval and Military Officers there command- 
ing, without the said Vessels having been proceeded against 
by any form of trial, and without the charge of iiaving of- 
fended against any law. 
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" It further appears to your Committee that orders have 
been issued in His Majesty's name to the commanders of 
ships-of-war, " to proceed as in the case of actual rebel- 
lion against such of the sea-port towns, and places being 
accessible to the King's ships, in which any troops shall be 
raised, or military works erected," under colour of which 
said orders, the commanders of His Majesty's said ships- 
of-war have already burned and destroyed the flourishing 
and populous town of Falmouth, and have fired upon, and 
much injured several other towns within the United Colo- 
nies, and dispersed at a late season of the year, hundreds 
of helpless women and children, with a savage hope, that 
those may perish under the approaching rigours of the sea- 
son, who may chance to escape destruction from fire and 
sword, a mode of warfare long exploded amongst civilized 
nations. 

" It, also, appears to your Committee, that the good peo- 
ple of these Colonies, sensibly affected by the destruction 
of their property, and other unprovoked injuries, have at 
last determined to prevent, as much as possible, a repetition 
thereof, and to procure some reparation for the same, by 
fitting out armed vessels and ships of force. In the exe- 
cution of which commendable designs, it is possible that 
those who have not been instrumental in the unwarrantable 
violences above-mentioned may suffer, unless some laws be 
made to regulate, and tribunals erected competent to de- 
termine the propriety of captures, whereupon, your Com- 
mittee came to the following Resolutions: 

" ' 1st. That all such ships-of-war, frigates, sloops, cut- 
ters, and armed vessels, as are, or shall be employed in the 
present cruel and unjust war against the United Colonies, 
and shall fall into the hands of, or be taken by the inhabi- 
tants thereof, be seized and forfeited to, and for the purpo- 
ses hereinafter mentioned. 

" ' 2d. On motion made, and the question put, 

" 'Resolved, That the second article or resolution be re- 
committed. The same (as brought in and agreed to the 
19th December,) is as follows : 

" 'Resolved, That all transport vessels in the same ser- 
vice, having on board any troops, arms, ammunition, cloth- 
ing, provisions, or military or naval stores of what kind 
soever, and all vessels to whomsoever belonging that shall 
be employed in carrying provisions, or other necessaries to 
the British army, or armies, or navy, that now are, or here- 
after shall be within any of the United Colonies, or any 
goods, wares, or merchandise, for the use of such fleet or 
armies, shall be liable to seizure, and with their cargoes 
shall be confiscated. 

" ' 3d. That no master, or commander of any vessel shall 
be entitled to cruise for, or make prize of any vessel or 
cargo before he shall have obtained a commission from the 
Congress, or from such person or persons as shall be for 
that purpose appointed in some one of the United Colonies. 

" ' 4th. That it be, and it is hereby recommended to the 
several Legislatures in the United Colonies, as soon as pos- 
sible to erect Courts of Justice, or give jurisdiction to the 
Courts now in being, for the purpose of determining con- 
cerning the captures to be made as aforesaid, and to pro- 
vide that all trials in such case be had by a jury under such 
qualifications as to the respective Legislatures shall seem 
expedient. 

" ' 5th. That all prosecutions shall be commenced in the 
Court of that Colony in which the capture shall be made ; but 
if no such Court be at that time erected in the said Colony, 
or if the capture be made on open sea, then the prosecu- 
tion shall he in the Court of such Colony as the captor may 
find most convenient, provided that nothing contained in 
this resolution shall be construed so as to enable the captor 
to remove his prize from any Colony competent to deter- 
mine concerning the seizure, after he shall have carried the 
vessel so seized within any harbour of the same. 

" ' 6tb. That in all cases an appeal shall be allowed to 
the Congress, or such person, or persons, as they shall ap- 
point for the trial of appeals ; provided the appeal be de- 
manded within five days after definitive sentence, and such 
appeal be lodged with the Secretary of Congress within 
forty days afterwards ; and provided the party appealing 
shall give security to prosecute the said appeal to effect ; 
and in case of the death of the Secretary during the recess 
of Congress, then the said appeal to be lodged in Congress 
jvithjn twenty days after the meeting thereof. 



"'7th. That when any vessel or vessels shall be fitted 
out at the expense of any person, or persons, then the cap- 
tures made shall be to the use of the owner or owners of 
the said vessel or vessels ; that where the vessels employed 
in the capture shall be filled out at the expense of any of 
the United Colonies, then one-third of the prize taken 
shall be to the use of the captors, the remaining two-thirds 
to the use of the said Colony; and where the vessels so 
employed shall he fitted out at the Continental charge, then 
one-third shall go to the captors, and the remaining two- 
thirds to the use of the United Colonies; provided, never- 
theless, That if the capture be a vessel of war, then the 
captors shall be entitled to one-half of tbe value, and the 
remainder shall go to the Colonies, or Continent, as the 
case may be ; the necessary charges of condemnation of all 
prizes being deducted before any distribution is made. 

" ' 8th. That the captures heretofore made by vessels 
fitted out at the Continental charge were justifiable, and 
that the distribution of the captprs' share of the prizes by 
General Washington be confirmed. 

" 'Resolved, That in case of recaptures, the recaptors 
ought to have and retain, in )ieu of salvage, one-eighth 
part of the true value of the vessel and cargo, or either of 
them, if the same hath or have been in the possession of llvs 
enemy twenty-four hours; one-fifth part if more than twenty- 
four and less than forty-eight hours ; one-third part if more 
than forty-eight, and less than ninety-six hours, and one- 
half if more than ninety-six hours, unless the vessel shall, 
after the capture, have been legally condemned as a prize 
by some Court of Admiralty, in which case the recaptor 
ought to have the whole; in all which cases the share re- 
tained, or prizes to be divided between the owners of ih§ 
vessel making the recapture, the Colony, or the Continent, 
as the case may be, and the captors, agreeable to a former 
resolution. 

" 'Resolved, That in the present situation of affairs it 
will be very dangerous to the liberties and welfare of Ame- 
rica, if any Colony should, separately, petition the King or 
either House of Parliament,' " 

" In Congress, December 11, 1775. 

"Resolved, That the Selectmen of the town of Sher- 
bourn, in Nantucket, prepare an estimate of the quantity 
of Fuel and Provisions necessary for the use of the inhabi- 
tants of said Island, and lay it before three or more Jus- 
tices of the Peace for the County of Barnstable, in the 
Colony of Massachusetts- Bay, attested by the oath or 
affirmation of the said Selectmen, and that the said Justi- 
ces be empowered to grant licenses under their hands to 
any master or owner of vessels in the said Island to import 
Fuel and Provisions from the Colonies of Massachusetts- 
Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Lower Counties on Delaware, or Maryland, 
not exceeding the quantities specified in said estimate." 

"December 26, 1775. — Whereas, an estimate hath lately 
been formed of the publick expense already arisen, and 
which may accrue in defence of America, to the 10th day 
of June next, in pursuance whereof, this Congress on the 
24th day of November, resolved, that a further sum of 
three millions of Dollars be emitted in Bills of Credit : 

"Resolved, therefore, That the Thirteen United Colo- 
nies be pledged for the Bills of Credit so directed to be 
emitted ; that each Colony provide ways and means to sink 
its proportion of the said bills in such manner as may ba 
most effectual and best adapted to the condition, circum- 
stances, and equal mode of levying taxes in each Colony. 
That the proportion or quota of each respective Colony be 
determined according to the number of inhabitants of all 
ages, including negroes and mulattoes in each Colony. 

"That it be recommended to the several Assemblies, 
Conventions, or Councils, or Committees of Safety of the 
respective Colonies to ascertain by the most impartial and 
effectual means in their power, the number of inhabitants 
in each respective Colony, taking care that the lists be au- 
thenticated by the oaths of the several persons who sha'l 
be intrusted with this service ; and that the said Assem- 
blies, Conventions, Councils, or Committees of Safety do 
respectively lay before this Congress a return of the num- 
ber of inhabitants of their respective Colonies as soon as 
the same shall be procured. 
■ " That each Colony pay its respective quota in four equal 
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payments, the first to be made on or before the last day of 
November, 1783; the second on or before the last day of 
November, 1784 ; the third on or before the last day of No- 
vember, 1785 ; and the fourth, or last, on or before the last 
day of November, 1786. And that for this the several As- 
semblies or Conventions provide for laying and levying taxes 
in their respective Colonies towards sinking the Continen- 
tal bills ; that the said bills be received by the collectors in 
payment of such taxes, and he by the collectors, paid into 
the hands of the Proyincial Treasurers, with all such other 
moneys as they may receive in lieu of Continental bills j 
which other moneys the Provincial Treasurers shall endea- 
vour to get exchanged for Continental bills, and where 
that cannot be done, shall send to the Continental Trea- 
surers the deficiency in silver and gold, with the bills making 
up the quota to be sunk that year, taking care to cut by a 
circular punch of an inch diameter a hole in such bills, and 
to cross the same, thereby to render them impassable, 
though the sum, or value, is to remain fairly legible; and 
the Continental Treasurers, as fast as they receive the said 
quotas, shall, with the assistance of a Committee of five 
persons to be appointed by the Congress if sitting, or by 
the Assembly, or Convention of the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania, examine and count the Continental bills, and in the 
presence of the said Committee burn and destroy them ; 
and the silver and gold sent them to make up the deficien- 
cies of quotas they shall retain in their hands until de- 
manded in redemption of Continental bills that may be 
brought to them for that purpose, which bills so redeemed 
they shall also burn and destroy in the presence of the said 
Committee ; and the Treasurers whenever they have silver 
and gold in their hands for the redemption of Continental 
bills shall advertise the same, signifying that they are ready 
to give gold or silver for such bills to all persons requiring 
it in exchange. 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Le- 
gislatures in these Colonies, whether Assemblies or Con- 
ventions, to pass acts or ordinances prohibiting the arrest of 
Continental soldiers for small debts ; and in order that the 
same rule may pervade all the Colonies, that no such soldier 
be arrested at the suit of any of his creditors unless the said 
creditor make oath that the said soldier is justly indebted 
to him in the sum of thirty-five dollars, over and above all 
discounts ; and that the estate of no such soldier be liable 
to attachment at the suit, or for the benefit of all his credi- 
tors, unless their debts in the whole on being ascertained 
by their oaths shall amount to more than one hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

" Whereas, this Congress by a resolution passed the 15th 
day of July last, did direct that every vessel importing into 
these Colonies, Gunpowder, Saltpetre, Sulphur, and other 
Military Stores therein specified, within nine months from 
the date thereof, should be permitted to load and export 
the produce of these Colonies Jo the value of such Powder 
and Stores aforesaid, the Non-Exportation Agreement not- 
withstanding, by permits from the Committees of the several 
Colonies; to the end, therefore, that this Congress may 
be the better informed of the quantity of military stores, 
which are or shall be so imported, and of the produce ex- 
ported in consequence of the resolution aforesaid : 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to all Committees 
by whom any permits under the said resolution have been 
or may be granted, to transmit to this Congress from time 
to time, a true account of the Military Stores, &c, import- 
ed, and of the produce exported, with the price and value 
of both." 

"December 29, 1775. — Resolved, That as the importa- 
tion of any universally necessary commodity, and the ex- 
portation o( our produce to purchase the same, must give 
a proportionably greater opportunity to our enemies of 
making depredations on the property of the inhabitants of 
these Colonies, and of occasionally distressing them by in- 
tercepting such commodities, it is earnestly recommended 
to the several Assemblies or Conventions, immediately to 
promote by sufficient publick encouragements the making 
of Salt in their respective Colonies." 

"January 2, 1776. — Resolved, That the Assemblies, 
Conventions, or Committees or Councils of Safety, be re- 
quested forthwith to transmit to this Congress, copies of all 
the Petitions, Memorials, and Remonstrances, which have 



been, by the respective Colonies, presented to the Throne 
or either House of Parliament, since the year 1762, and 
that they, also, inform the Congress whether any, and what 
answers were given to them. 
" Extracts from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

The Committee then spent a considerable time in ex- 
amining a draft of the soundings of the most likely place 
to obstruct the navigation to this City, which had, on their 
first meeting, this morning, been produced to them by Colo- 
nel McDougall, and considering of means to carry that 
matter into execution- 

Die Lunte, 4 ho. P. M., January 5, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : P. Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, Colo- 
nel McDougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Sands, 
Mr. Brewster, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Clarke. 

It being represented by Colonel McDougall to this Com- 
mittee, that he has information from undoubted authority, 
which he also named, that Alexander Lcsslie, of this city, 
peruke-maker, has been carrying on a correspondence, dan- 
gerous to the liberties of America, with some person, or 
persons, in Philadelphia, 

It is Ordered, That Colonel McDougall do, without 
delay, cause the said Alexander Lesslie, and all other per- 
sons to be found in his house, to be apprehended and kept 
in safe custody till further order of this Committee ; and, 
also, at the same time to cause diligent searph for and to 
be secured, all papers that may be found in the said house, 
in any wise rejati.ng to such correspondence, and that Col- 
onel JSicDouga.il m.ake report i,n the premises with all con- 
venient speed. 

This Committee being informed that a number of the 
late Continental Soldiers, who were inlisted in Captain 
Denton's Company, are returned to Orange County with 
their muskets, bayonets, and cartouch-boxes, and accou- 
trements, which belong to the Colony, 

Resolved, and Ordered, That each Committee in the 
County of Orange be requested immediately to secure the 
Arms and Accoutrements of each of the said Soldiers, and 
from time to lime, secure the publick Arms and Accoutre* 
ments of every discharged Soldier who shall come within 
their respective Districts, and place the same in the hands 
of the respective Chairmen of the said Committees, or such 
other prudent and trusty persons as by the said Commit- 
tees, respectively, shall be appointed. 

The Committee then heard the Letter from the Dele- 
gates of this Colony, now at Continental Congress, and the 
several Resolves of Congress lately received, read, and 
spent some time in consideration thereof. 

Die Martis, 10 ho. A. M., January 16 ; 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present; Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, 
Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr- Sands, Colonel 
Brasher, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Clarke. 

The Petition of Captain Jacob Mott, Jackson Mott, and 
Jacob Weeks, of Queen's County, acknowledging the im- 
prudence of their past conduct, engaging their future at- 
tachment to their country, and giving a certificate of their 
having signed the Association, thereupon the Committee 
gave them a certificate in the words following, to wit: 

The Petition of Captain Jacob Mott, Jackson Mott, and 
Seaman Weeks, of Queen's County, was read, setting forth 
that they, by the persuasion of persons conceived by them 
to be their friends, voted against the election of Provincial 
Delegates, in the late election in that County, for which 
they declare their extreme sorrow and sincere repentance; 
that they, without reflecting on the ill-consequences of 
opposing such election, (which they now are convinced 
was highly necessary to the preservation of American li- 
berty,) were led to such opposition by the artful insinua- 
tions of designing men. They, therefore, pray this Com- 
mittee to consider their case, and restore them to the good 
opinion of the friends to liberty on this Continept, by de- 
claring to the world that the Petitioners are extremely 
contrite for their late conduct in opposing the aforesaid 
election, and to do such other things for restoring them to 
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the favour of their countrymen as to this Committee shall 
seem meet. 

Which Petition was attended with a certificate of Ben- 
jamin Sands, Chairman of the Committee of Coiv-Neclc 
and Great-Neck, purporting that the Petitioners, since they 
were advertised by the Provincial Congress, had expressed 
their sorrow for their past conduct, and that they were led 
on by wicked and designing men, and that they have sign- 
ed the General Association and promised obedience to all 
orders of Congress. 

Upon due consideration of the premises, and well know- 
ing that the late Resolves of the Congress against the de- 
linquents of Queen'* County, were intended to convince 
them of their demerits, and bring them to a just sense of 
their duty to the publick, it is 

Ordered, That the said Petitioners be restored to the 
state and condition in which they were before the passing 
of these Resolves, during their respective future good be- 
haviour. 

The Committee then resumed the consideration of the 
Resolves of Congress relating to the Fortifications at the 
Highlands, and thereupon agreed upon Instructions to the 
Commissioners in the words Ibllowing, to wit : 

Instructions to the Commissioners, for the Fortifications on 
Hudson's River. 

In consequence of a Resolve of the Continental Con- 
gress, of the 5th instant, that no further fortifications ought 
to be erected at Martelaer's Rock, on Hudson's River, and 
that a point of land at Pooplopen's Kill, on the said ri- 
ver, ought without delay to be effectually fortified, it is 

Ordered, 1st. That the timber designed for the addi- 
tional Barracks at Martelaer's Rock, and not yet erected, 
be removed by the first opportunity to Pooplopen's Kill, 
there to be applied to use pursuant to some future 
order. 

- 2d. That the timber now lying at Martelaer's Rock, 
destined for the line now under construction, be not re- 
moved or applied to any use till further order, and for that 
purpose. 

3d. As this Committee is informed that the line for the 
intended Battery on Martelaer's Rock, is very near being 
finished, and as, perhaps, it may be completed with a base 
of fifteen feet thick, without much additional expense, that 
the Commissioners do immediately return a very particular 
and minute state and condition of the said line, describing 
its length and its thickness at the base, whether it be filled 
up to the height to which it is now raised, and all the ma- 
terials of which it consists, with a computation of the ex- 
traordinary expense that may attend the extension of its 
base to the thickness of fifteen feet, and all other circum- 
stances relating to the same that may tend to enable this 
Committee to judge whether it would be best to recom- 
mend to the Continental Congress the completing of the 
said line. 

4th. That Colonel Isaac JSicoll, of the Minute-Men in 
Orange County, who is nominated to the command of the 
Fortification on Hudson's River, be received and obeyed 
in that command till the arrival of a proper Continental 
officer, or till further order, pursuant to a commission given 
to him by this Committee for that purpose. 

5th. As this Committee is informed that the Powder 
lately sent to Martelaer's Rock cannot be, as yet, placed 
in the Magazine, on account of its dampness, that the 
Commissioners, in conjunction with Colonel Nicoll, take 
effectual means, by tightening the roof and keeping con- 
stant fires, and otherwise, as in their discretion shall seem 
fit, to fit it, without delay, for the reception of the Pow- 
der; and, in the mean time, that the Powder be kept with 
all due care from waste and damage. 

Die Mercurii, January 17, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
. Scott, Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tred- 
well, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke. Mr. Sands a very short 
time. . . 

Mr. Curtenius delivered in a state of his Accounts, and, 
also, a separate memorandum of moneys due from him on 
the publick accounts, whereby it appears that a balance of 



three thousand six hundred and fifty-eight Pounds three 
Shillings and nine Pence is due to him. 

Ordered, That Peter T. Curtenius, as Commissary of 
this Congress, purchase, on Continental account, three 
thousand bushels of Salt, and forward the same to Walter 
Livingston, Esq., or his order, at Albany, with all conve- 
nient speed. 

Ordered, That the said Commissary examine the Arms 
now at the gunsmiths, preparing for Lord Stirling's 
troops, and take care that they are good and properly 
finished, and that he direct the gunsmiths in this city not 
to sell any Arms to any person who resides out of this Co- 
lony, until the further order of the Provincial Congress or 
of this Committee. 

Ordered, further, That the said Commissary purchase 
seventy Blankets for Soldiers, on the best terms which he 
can procure them. 

Mr. Curtenius requested, by marks in Day-Book, and 
by every other proper method, to distinguish between Con- 
tinental and Provincial charges, so as to keep them in 
separate accounts. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of the Congress of this Colony, advance to Pe- 
ter T. Curtenius, as Commissary of the Congress of this 
Colony, the sum of six thousand Pounds, to enable him to 
comply with the orders given to him by the Provincial 
Congress and this Committee ; that the said Treasurer pay 
this Order out of the Provincial Money of this Colony, and 
take Mr. Curtenius's receipt for the same. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of the Congress of this Colony, advance to 
Colonel Alexander McDougall the sum of five hundred 
Pounds, on account, for the subsistence of his Regiment; 
that the said Treasurer pay this Order out of the Provin- 
cial Money of this Colony, and take Colonel McDougall' 3 
receipt for the same. 

This Committee being fully convinced that it is their 
indispensable duty to endeavour to encourage and procure 
the making of Saltpetre in this Colony, in order to supply 
the means of its defence, and that the manufacture of that 
article will ultimately tend to the great advantage of the 
Colony, conceive they cannot better discharge their duty 
on that matter, at present, than by having a small collec- 
tion of the most plain and easy experiments for the manu- 
facture of Saltpetre published; and Mr. Tredwell, one of 
the members, having collected copies of the said experi- 
ments, a draft of an Introduction or Preface to the same 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, to 
wit : 

In Committee of Safety during the recess of Congress, \ 

January 17, 1776. \ 

The wicked practices of a corrupt Administration, and 
their hostile attempts to compel an obedience to several 
Acts of the British Parliament, evidently subversive of all 
the rights and privileges which as God's rational creatures; 
we are entitled to, and have, as Englishmen, inherited by 
the laws of our country, have constrained the inhabitants 
of those Colonies to take up arms for the defence of their 
lives, liberties, and property. The Ministry, flattering 
themselves that so young a country, unused to manufac- 
tures of every kind, will not be able to procure the means 
of defence within itself, have made, and will undoubtedly 
continue to make it a principal object of their attention, to 
preclude us from foreign supplies of military stores. This 
Committee would, therefore, conceive themselves most; 
culpably deficient in discharge of their important trust as 
guardians of the publick security, should they not do all in 
their power to promote the manufacture of those articles. 
Without these, the greatest unanimity, virtue, and forti- 
tude, can afford us little prospect of success in the present; 
interesting struggle. To that end, this Committee have 
thought it necessary to publish the following Essays upon 
the Manufacture of Saltpetre and Gunpowder, not doubt- 
ing that a due consideration of the danger of resting the 
liberties and future happiness of this large and growin" 
country upon foreign supplies, which will be extremely 
precarious, and at all events very expensive, will induce 
the inhabitants of this Colony to do every thing in their 
power to supply the Continent with those necessary ar- 
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tides; and the more effectually to urge individuals to 
attempt those manufactures, this Committee have thought 
it proper to preface those Essays with the following Reso- 
lution of the Continental Congress. 

By order of the Committee. 

Ordered, That Mr. Tredwcll call on one of the Print- 
ers in this city, and engage him to print three thousand 
copies thereof on the account of this Colony, and to send 
that number of copies to this Committee. 

The Committee then resumed the consideration of the 
many Resolves received from the Continental Congress, 
and, thereupon, a draft of a Letter to General Schuyler, 
relating to Shipwrights, Carpenters, Scows, Batteaus, Salt, 
Provisions, reduction of old Troops and raising of new 
Levies, was read and approved of, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety, New. York. January 17, 1776. 

Sir: Lest copies of the enclosed have not been for- 
warded to you, our attention to the publick service points 
out the necessity of communicating them with such obser- 
vations as occur to us on their different subjects. 

In the resolves respecting the transportation of troops, 
provisions, and stores, several things are left indetermi- 
nate, upon which, perhaps, it may be proper for us to have 
your particular sentiments, to enable us to execute such 
part of the business as may be within our department. 
The number of shipwrights for building batteaus are not 
mentioned, and we submit it to your consideration whether 
all, or how many should be shipwrights or house-carpen- 
ters. The wages of the latter will be lowest, and, there- 
fore, ought to be preferred if they can sufficiently perforin 
the service, and perhaps many may probably be engaged 
near you who are acquainted with that kind of work ; yet, 
we would beg leave to mention it as necessary, to employ 
as many of the carpenters of this city as possible, to pre- 
vent them and their families from starving, by means of 
the stagnation of business, which is more severely felt in 
this city than in any other part of the Province. 

With respect to batteau-men, many may probably be 
engaged in the upper part of the country. Such as may 
be necessary to be supplied by us we will endeavour to 
procure. We, also, beg leave to hint, that in the present 
declension of trade the seamen of this port ought to be 
employed upon this article of service, as well as that of 
building batteaus. We beg you to inform us of the num- 
ber of hands you would desire us to procure, as, also, to 
know your sentiments about the pay we are to allow car- 
penters and batteau-men. 

The large quantity of provisions mentioned in one of 
the resolves is entirely indeterminate. We beg to know 
what you expect of us on that head. We have given or- 
ders for the immediate purchase of three thousand bushels 
of salt, which we shall send up the river as far as the sea- 
son will permit. 

We would only add, that we beg leave to trouble you 
with forwarding the resolves relating to the reduction of 
the old troops to two battalions, and the new levies to 
General Montgomery, and to assure you that we are, sir, 
with great respect and esteem, your most obedient ser- 
vants. 

By order of the Committee. 
To Major-Genera] Schuyler. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by post, and that the 
Secretary enclose therein certified copies of the Resolves 
of the Continental Congress of the 8th instant, therein 
referred to. 

The Committee then took into consideration Lord Stir- 
ling's Letter of the 12th instant, and the same being again 
read, a draft of an answer thereto was read and approved 
of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

la Committee of Safety, New- York, ) 
January 17, 1776. } 

My Lord : We have to acknowledge your favour of the 
12th inst., which we should have answered sooner, had the 
order necessary for despatching our multiplicity of business 
permitted it. 

• We shall this day appoint a Barrackmaster, leaving the 
settlement of his pay to Continental Congress, and shall 



give immediate orders, that the barracks be 'prepared for 
the reception of the troops under your command, and will 
inform you when they are ready ; but we beg leave to hint, 
that the troops must come provided with the articles of 
bedding, except straw, as we shall not be able to supply 
them. 

About seventy or eighty of the firelocks are ready, and we 
have given the necessary orders for their inspection. The 
rest we will get finished as soon as possible. But your 
Lordship has forgot to inform us, whether we are to look to 
the Continental Congress, or your Provincial Congress for 
their cost. We have already been at great charge in the 
purchase of arms for our own troops, and at whose expense 
it is still undetermined. It behooves us, therefore, to be 
cautious of extensive advances on that head. 

With respect to the people of Staten-hland, we have 
for certain reasons suspended the interdiction against them, 
till next Monday, the 22d inst. Their cases are now before 
the Continental Congress, and we beg you to desist from 
any measures against those people till the expiration of 
that term, unless you shall have received orders concern- 
ing them from the Continental Congress. 

We are, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient, hum- 
ble servant, 

By order of the Committee. 

To the Right Honourable Earl of Stirling. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted ; and that the Secretary 
enclose therein a copy of his Lordship's Letter, agreeable 
to his request. 

A Letter from Peter R. Livingston, Esq.,* of the 2d 
instant, assigning the ill state of health of Mrs. Living- 
ston, and the particular circumstances of his family, as the 
reasons of his not attending this Committee. 

Die Jovis 10 ho. A. M., January 18, 1776. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Col- 
onel McDougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brew- 
ster, Mr. Tredwtll, Mr. Clarke. Mr. Sands a very short 
time. 

Mr. Nicholas Low attending the Committee, delivered 
in an Account, in the words and figures following, to wit : 
The Honourable the Provincial Congress of New-York, 

Bought of William Cannon. 
462 quarter casks of Powder (nine loads) twen- 
ty-five pounds each, is 1 15£ cwt., at £20, £2,310 6 
Paid cartage nine loads to the lower Magazine, 3 8 

£2,313 8 

New. York, January 18, 1776. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., Trea- 
surer of the Congress of this Colony, pay to Mr. Nicholas 
Low two thousand three hundred and thirteen Pounds 
eight Shillings, for the above account, and that he take Mr. 
Low's receipt for the same. 

By advice received by Lord Stirling's Letter, that part 
of the Troops under his command are to be stationed in the 
City of New- York, as soon as the Barracks can be ready 
to receive them, and fire-wood and other necessary mate- 
rials furnished for their lodgment ; it is become necessary 
to^ appoint a Barrackmaster for the City and County of 
New- York, in the stead of Gerard Bancker, Esq., whose 
services to the publick are necessary in other departments ; 
and Mr. Garret Roorback of the said City being recom- 
mended as very active and careful, and a proper person for 
that purpose, 

*Manor Livingston, January 2, 1776.— Sir : I received a letter this 
day from three of the gentlemen, deputies for this County, desiring my 
attendance immediately at York, being appointed one of the members 
of the Committee of Safety for this County during the recess of the Con- 
vention, and am extremely sorry to inform you, that the situation of Mrs. 
Livingston is such, that it is impossible for me to leave her; am very 
sorry it is so. She is all alone hero, in a bad state of health, with a 
largo family, and no assistance near her; her situation is sueh, that I 
can by no means leave her alone, and she has not strength sufficient to 
undergo the fatigues of a journey with me. Therefore, must entreat 
the gentlemen to excuse me, till such time as Mrs. Livingston's health 
will permit my leaving her, or bringing her down with me. 

Am, sir, with great respect, your very humble servant, 

. Peter R. Livingston. 
To the President of the Committee of Safety for the Province of New. 

York. 
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Resolved, That the said Garret Roorback be, and he is 
hereby appointed, Barrackmaster for the said City and 
County of New- York, and that he apply to Gerard Banck- 
tr, Esq., and request of him an account of the Stores belong- 
ing to the said Barracks, and that a Letter be wrote to the 
Delegates of this Colony, or to the Continental Congress, 
requesting that the pay of a Barrackmaster may be fixed 
by that honourable body. 

William Alhn requested permission to go on board one 
of His Majesty's Ships, to take directions to make shoes 
for the crew on board. Thereupon an order was given to 
him in the words following, to wit : 

Liberty is hereby given to William Alien, to go on board 
the man-of-war on business. 

Francis Lewis, Esq., came into the Committee, and in- 
formed them, that the shipwrights who were to be applied 
on the Continental account, had fixed on a place, on the 
shore, a part of, or adjoining to the land of James Living- 
ston, Esq., whereon to go to work ; and that Mr. Living- 
ston said he had not any objection to their using that place, 
but requested an order of the Provincial Congress or Com- 
mittee of Safety for that purpose. 

The Committee conceive they are not authorized for that 
purpose, but at Mr. Lewis's request, who urged it as neces- 
sary, they conceived they might recommend. 

Thereupon a draft of a Letter to Mr. Livingston was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety, New-York, ) 
January 18, 1776. \ 

Sir: We have been applied to by proper authority, to 
obtain for certain ship-builders, employed by order of the 
Continental Congress, a convenient spot on your shore for 
pilblick service. 

We are also informed, that you make some difficulties 
about complying with the request made to you by the ship- 
builders. Though neither the Continental nor Provincial 
Congress would chose to possess themselves of any man's 
property against his will, yet you will readily see, that your 
refusal to comply with the request above-mentioned will 
render you obnoxious to all the friends of liberty. 

It is, therefore, recommended to you by this Committee, 
to permit the ship-builders to occupy the spot they have 
applied for, and we engage to make you a proper compen- 
sation for the same. 

We are, sir, your humble servants, 
By order of the Committee. 
(To James Livingston, Esq. 

1 : Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
rby the Chairman, and transmitted. 



Die Jovis, ^ ho. P. M., January 18, 177G. 
• The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
1 Present: Pierre Van Corllandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 

Scott, Mr. McDougall, Mr. Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 

Brewster, Mr. Clarice, Mr. Sands. 

A Letter from Thomas Wiclces, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee of Hunting/on, of the 12th instant, to the Chair- 
rhah of this Committee, and which was received on the 
loth instant, requesting Commissions for two Companies 
of the Militia there, was taken into consideration. 
' The Committee is of opinion that the return is not made 
'agreeable to the directions of the Militia Law; that, there- 
fore, the Commissions be delayed, and that Mr, Tredwell 
write a letter to Mr. Wiclces, informing him of the irregular- 
ity of the return, that the same may be regularly returned. 

Mr. Brewster produced a Letter from John Young, 
Chairman of the Committee of Mamacoting Precinct, re- 
questing Commissions for two Companies of Militia in 
Ulster County, one of which Companies is the Mamacoting 
Militia Company of Foot, and alleging that the former Re- 
turn sent to Congress of the election of Officers of that 
Pompany, was a counterfeit. 

Ordered, That a Letter be wrote to Mr. Young, in- 
forming him of all the Returns on file signed with his name, 
and that the. Commissions applied for by Mr. Young be 
delayed until Mr. Young's answer is received. 

. Th,?, C-onjpittee .then ordered Alexander Lesslie to be 
brought before them, and Colonel Van Cortlandt and 



Colonel Brasher, by order, having examined James Lesslie, 
and made report that they had not thereby obtained any 
information, and the said Alexander Lesslie, in the strongest 
manner, averring his innocence, in the presence of Philip 
Livingston, Esq., one of the Continental Delegates, who, 
on request of the Committee, was attending to hear his 
examination, the Committee permitted the said Alexander 
Lesslie to go at liberty, on his parole, to return and appear 
before this Committee lo-morrow, at noon, and prepared 
to give security for his future appearance, if such security 
should be required. 

Die Veneris, 10 ho. A. M., January 19, 1770. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarice, Colonel 
Brasher, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands. 

A Return of Officers of a Company of Militia at the 
White-Plains and the Manor of Scarsdale, in Westchester 
County, was read and filed. Anthony Miller, Esq., is re- 
turned for Captain, Nicholas Fisher, First Lieutenant, sind 
John Crumpton, Second Lieutenant. 

A Return of Officers of a Company of Militia for the 
North end of Salem, in Westchester County, was also read 
and filed. The gentlemen returned are, Jesse TrusdtH, 
for Captain, Ezelciel Hawley, First Lieutenant, Solomon 
Close, Second Lieutenant, and Elijah Deane, Ensign. 

Ordered, That Commissions issue for those gentlemen 
immediately. 

Lieutenant David Reynolds, from the Fortifications in 
the Highlands, brought Returns of Captain Samuel Ray- 
mond's and Captain Burns's Companies of Minute-Men, 
now on duty at the Fortifications in the Highlands. 

Lieutenant Reynolds was also charged with mentioning 
to the Committee the want of bowls and plates, and some 
other necessaries, for the Troops at the Fortifications ; and 
Letters from the Captains of the Minute-Companies to 
Colonel McDovgall were read. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Captain Samuel 
Raymond was read, and approved, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

In Committee of Safety, New-York, January 19, 1776. 

Sir: Your several favours to Colonel McDovgall have 
been communicated lo the Committee of Safely, as well as 
the matters with which Lieutenant Reynolds was charged. 
The Continental and Provincial Congress having direct- 
ed, by sundry resolutions, what shall be done with such 
persons as discover a temper unfriendly to the Colonies, 
you are to secure the violators of those resolutions, and 
send them, with the evidences, by a sufficient guard, to the 
Committee of the County where the delinquent shall re- 
side. 

It is the opinion of this Committee that the Minute- 
Companies now in the Fort do remain there, until they are 
relieved by the Continental troops, and that no change of 
Minute-Companies be made, unless any of the Companies 
now there should decline the service. 

As Lieutenant Reynolds informs us you want some 
wooden platters and bowls for the troops, you are hereby 
requested to purchase a sufficient number in the neighbour- 
hood, and draw an order on Mr. Peter T. Curtenius, our 
Commissary, and transmit the account for them, which he 
will be directed to pay. You may provide cider in the 
neighbourhood for the troops, and you are to be particu- 
larly careful to purchase those articles on reasonable terms. 
Shoes may be purchased cheaper in the country than in 
the city, and if the men provide them and their clothes, 
no stoppages will be made for them. 

You have, herewith, copies of the resolutions of Con- 
gress above-mentioned. Colonel Nicoll, of the Orange 
County Minute-Regiment, is appointed by the Committee 
of Safety to command at the Fort, till a commandant shall 
be appointed by the Continental Congress, or till he shall 
be relieved by a Continental officer. 

We are, sir, your very humble servants. 
Signed by order and in behalf of the Committee of Safety. 
Captain Samuel Raymond. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by Lieutenant Reynolds. 
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The Committee, taking into consideration the distress 
this Colony may soon be reduced to for want of Canvass, 
or some other proper materials to make Tents of, and also 
the high probability of obtaining Gunpowder at Curacoa, 

Ordered, That Mr. Sands, with all possible despatch, 
on behalf of the Congress of this Colony, and by order of 
this Committee, do employ a proper Vessel, and load her 
with Flour for Curacoa, with proper letters and orders to 
procure Gunpowder and Raven's Duck. 

Alexander Lesslie attended, according to the order of 
yesterday. Mr. Tobias Stout enburgh attended with the 
said Alexander Lesslie, and the said Alexander Lesslie 
engaged to attend on this Committee at any time when 
called on; and Mr. Tobias Stoutenburgh, here present 
in the Committee, engaged that the said Alexander Lesslie 
will attend this Committee when called on for that purpose, 
and that he, (the said Tobias Stoutenburgh,) on notice for 
that purpose, will bring the said Alexander Lesslie before 
the said Committee. 

3 ho. P. HI., Die Veneris, January ID, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present, Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Mr. McDougalt, Mr. Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 
Sands, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarice. 

This Committee being informed by Lieut. Tilgkman, of 
the Light-Infantry in the Third Battalion of the Militia 
of Philadelphia, of the repulse of the Continental Troops 
at Qucbeck, and of certain disorders in the County of 
Tryon, in this Colony, which he received from General 
Schuyler, the Committee thought it necessary to order an 
half-ton of Gunpowder from the Fortifications at the High- 
lands to General Schuyler. 

Genera! Schuyler informed Colonel McDougall, by let- 
ter, that he had sent this Powder into Canada. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to the Commissioners 
and to the commanding officer at the said Fortifications, 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

New. York, January 19, 1776. 

Sirs : You are, on sight of this, to procure as many 
sleighs as will carry an half-ton of powder to General Schuy- 
ler, at Albany, and despatch it with the utmost expedition, 
and with a guard ; and the officer of the guard is to call 
on the Committees on the road for assistance of fresh 
horses and a guard. Great care should be taken to cover 
the powder, and no fire or other materials should be suf- 
fered to come near it, 'and the guard should be careful of 
their arms when they approach it. 

We are, sirs, your humble servants. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Committee of 
Safety. 

To Mr. Thomas Grenell, and to Colonel James Nicoll, 
and, in his absence, to the Commanding Officer at the 
Fortifications in the Highlands. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by Sampson Dyckman, 
an Express. 

A draft of a Letter to the Committee of Albany, to 
accompany the said half-ton of Gunpowder, was read and 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Committee of Safety, New-York, January 19, 1776. 

Gentlemen : The account of the unhappy disaster of 
our Army at Quebeck we fear will give heart to the ene- 
mies of America in Tryon County, against whom we un- 
derstand General Schuyler has marched. Lest there should 
be a deficiency of ammunition in your quarter to supply 
his wants, we send you, by express, for his use, half a ton 
of powder. He may not be on the spot ; therefore, either 
convey it to him, or send him intelligence of its arrival, 
according to your discretion. We need not recommend 
despatch. 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants. 
By order of the Committee. 
To the Committee of Albany. 

Ordered, That a, copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, aud transmitted. 

One Decker, a Boatman, from Staten-Island, applied to 
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the Committee, and informed them that he was coming to 
market with a boat-load of wood, which had been taken 
from him by one of the ships-of-war. He and two other 
persons made oath, before Alderman Filkin, that the said 
wood was taken without his consent; and thereupon the 
Committee gave him a certificate, to prevent his being 
blamed in this instance. 

Johnson, being recommended as a proper person, 

and having served as a Lieutenant of Artillery in the Con- 
tinental Army, 

Ordered, That he be appointed Second Lieutenant of 
the Artillery Company to be raised in this Colony, for the 
defence of the Colony. 

Die Sabbati, 10 ho. A. M., January 20, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present; Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Col- 
onel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Sands^Mr. Tred- 
well, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Scott. 

The Committee being well, informed that the Cannon 
beyond King's Bridge, near Williams's, are spiked up, 
and thereby rendered unfit for use, and as.it is absolutely 
necessary to have those spikes drilled out, that the cannon 
be ready for use, 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall employ proper per- 
sons to have the Spikes drilled out of those Cannon, or 
such of them as are otherwise fit for use, and that Colonel 
McDougall be, and he is hereby empowered to employ a 
proper Guard of the Militia to take care of those Cannon, 
in such manner as he shall direct. 

And Ordered, further, That Colonel McDougall be, 
and he is hereby authorized to have carriages and all other 
necessaries provided for the said Cannon, so as to have 
them ready for use with all possible despatch. 

Colonel Lott came into the Committee, and conferred 
with them relating to his Vessel, which is to go to the foreign 
West-Indies for Gunpowder; and the material parts or out- 
lines being fixed, the agreement was left to be completed 
by Mr. Sands. 

Colonel Lott also produced a sample of Biscuit, by him 
prepared, as fit for a Magazine, agreeable to a former re- 
quest of this Committee. 

Thomas Henderson, Esq., a Major of Minute-Men in 
Monmouth County, in New-Jersey, attended on the Com- 
mittee, and informed that he was sent by the Committee 
of Safety of New-Jersey, with a Guard, to conduct several 
Prisoners taken in Nexo-Jersey, being inhabitants of this 
Colony, who had been proceeding in the sloop Polly and 
Ann, from this port to Boston. 

Major Henderson delivered to the Committee the Affi- 
davit of James Webb, which was read and filed, and is ih 
the words following, to wit: 

"James Webb, of full age, being duly sworn on the Holy 
Evangelist of Almighty God, deposetlf and saith, that in 
December last, he, this deponent, with his wife, entered on 
board a small sloop in New-York harbour, called the 
Polly and Ann, whereof one Hains was captain, bound 
(as this deponent was then informed) to Boston, which 
vessel was laden with provisions ; that on or about the 20th 
of said December, the said vessel sailed from New-York, 
and that he never heard that said vessel was bound to any 
other port than Boston, until said vessel soon alter met with 
bad weather, when it was said on board said vessel, that 
she was bound to the West-Indies; that on the 23d De- 
cember, the said vessel was stranded on the Jersey shore ; 
that the captain of the said sloop, one Isaac Gidney, mas- 
ter, Bartholomew Hains, a passenger, one Palmer, who 
owned part of the cargo, all from Mamaroneck; in West- 
chester County, Moses Mardin, one Graham, this depo- 
nent, and his wife, with one Sanford, and two more, wera 
on board said vessel when she stranded ; that this depo- 
nent verily believes said vessel was bound to Boston; tbah 
since the said vessel was on shore, this deponent observed 4 
that the labels on the packages, casks, and boxes, were 
torn off, but that he does not remember to have taken no- 
tice of any marks or labels on any of the freighi; so- as to- 
describe them, before taken off. That most of the persons 
on board left the said vessel to go by Iflnd to New-York, 
soon after they got on shore, among whom this deponent 
went to New-York, from whence he lately returned to this 
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Province for his wife, and several small effects he had on 
board ; and further this deponent saith not. 

" James Webb. 
"Sworn, the 11th January, 1776, before me, 

"John Dennis." 

Major Henderson, also, delivered a copy of the Proceed- 
ings of the Committee of Safety of New-Jersey, with res- 
pect to those Prisoners, which was read and filed, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

"Committee of Safety, Princeton, January 11, 1776. 

"This Committee received information from the Com- 
mittee of the County of Monmouth, by Doctor Scudder 
and Doctor Henderson, and also, by letter from the Chair- 
man of said Committee, that a small sloop called the Polly 
and Ann, one Hains, captain, was, on the 23d of Decem- 
ber last, stranded on Squan-Beach, on board of which was 
a quantity of beef, pork, and other provisions; which ves- 
sel and cargo is now in the care and custody of Colonel 
Furman, except such articles as were perishable, which 
the Committee directed to be sold by Doctor Scudder and 
Doctor Henderson, an inventory of which cargo, as well 
such as was sold, as such as remain, was laid before this 
Committee; and one James Webb, a passenger on board 
said vessel, which is stranded, appeared before this Com- 
mittee, by whose deposition it appears, that said vessel 
was bound from New- Yorlc to Boston, and from all cir- 
cumstances, the provisions on board were destined for the 
Ministerial army. The Committee taking the above mat- 
ters into consideration, think it proper that the whole of said 
cargo be immediately sold, and the vessel secured, which 
vessel, with the amount of the sales, after deducting the 
necessary expenses, be referred to the disposal of the Con- 
gress of this Colony at their next sitting, and that Colonel 
David Furman, Doctor N. Scudder, and Doctor Thomas 
Henderson, he, and are hereby authorized and empowered to 
secure the above said vessel, and complete the sales of the 
car^o. in some convenient time, and account for their sales, 
and" report their proceedings to the Congress of this Pro- 
vince at their next sitting ; and may deliver to the seamen 
and passengers belonging to said vessel, all such clothing 
and other effects as belong to them, (exclusive of the car 
go.) provided they, in a reasonable time, call for the same ; 
and that the. thanks of this Committee be returned to Col- 
onel Furman for his extraordinary care and vigilance in 
securing the said yes.sc! and cargo. 

"And, whereas, it appears that the captain, master, and 
passengers of the said sloop Folly and Ann, stranded on 
Squan-Beach, are inhabitants of the Colony of New-York, 

"It is, therefore, Ordered, That the said Captain, Mas- 
ter, and Passengers, or such of them as are in this Pro- 
vince, be conveyed under a guard, as Colonel David Fur- 
man may think proper, to New- York, and delivered to the 
Provincial Congress or Committee of Safety, to be dealt 
with as they may think proper. 

"A true copy. By order of the Committee : 

"Abraham Clark, Deputy-Secretary." 

James Webb, being personally brought before the Com- 
mittee, says, that he intended to go to Britain to take care 
of a relation and her estate, and expected to be enabled to 
return to tins country at some future time and carry on his 
business with spirit. That he was going to Boston to ob- 
tain a passage. from thence to Britain; that he went on 
board the sloop Polly and Ann before she sailed, that he 
did not then see the captain, but that a person then on 
board informed, him, that the sloop was to go to Boston, and 
that they could take him and his wife passengers; there- 
upon, he went on board of the vessel the next day, which 
was the day before she sailed; that the vessel sailed on 
Wednesday, and was stranded on Saturday night follow- 
ing. That the captain told him that his cousin, Bartholo- 
mew Hqms, fled from home, and that in running away he 
fell downanpllost either his gun or bayonet, or both, and 
could not.stay to take it up. 

Major 'Henderson says, that James Webb appeared open 
and candid in. his examination before the Committee of 
New- Jersey. 

James Webb requested a Certificate to protect him while 
he tarries in this Colony. Thereupon a Certificate was 
given to hirnifn the words following, to wit : 

This Coimmlttee have heard and examined the case of 



James Webb, in his presence, and nothing appearing against 
him, he is discharged ; and this Certificate is given to him 
as a protection whilst he tarries in this Colony, and demeans 
himself well and consistent with the liberties of this Co- 
lony. 

Major Henderson says, that Hains, the captain of the 
said sloop, broke jail in New- York a few weeks ago, and 
stole a boat and got on board of a man-of-war, and was 
there protected until the vessel sailed ; and the said Hains 
confessed this to one of the guard, on the way to New- 
York. He further says, that the casks and boxes found 
on board of the said sloop, had had labels nailed to them, 
but that all the labels were torn off, That among the 
labels torn off, he found one directed to General Howe, 
Boston, turnips ; another, to Mrs. Ann Wood, Boston ; 
another to General Buggies, Boston; several to one Wil- 
lard, at Boston ; and a back of a letter directed to General 
Howe ; that the directions to General. Ruggles is lost, but 
that the directions to General Howe and .J&rs, Wood, can 
be sent here. 

That he was informed by William Taylor, that several 
persons who had been passengers in the sloop Polly and 
Ann, had informed John Morris, of Shrewsbury, that three 
quarter-casks of Madeira wine, and other things which 
were on board for General Howe, were shipped by Go- 
vernour Tryon; and, by a bit of an invoice found, it cost 
twenty-two pounds ten shillings per quarter-cask,. 

That John Graham declared he had shipped on board 
to go to the West-Indies, but that Le veriTy believes the 
sloop was bound to Boston. 

Major Henderson says, that it appears to him, the sloop 
must have been intended to go only coastwise, for that it 
is testified by the late master and people on board, that 
they did not keep any reckoning or heave a log-line. 

David Rhea says, that Captain Hains told him he was 
put in jail because he refused to deliver up his arms, and 
that his punishment had been determined, that he should 
not eat or drink until he had delivered them up ; that he 
broke jail by breaking six grates out of a window, and stole 
a boat about midnight, and got on board of the man-of- 
war; that the sloop Polly and Ann was purchased for 
him about three days, or less, before the time of her sail- 
ing, and that she was purchased of Isaac Gidney. 

Die Sabbati, 3 ho, P. M., January 20, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brew- 
ster, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Clarke. Mr. Sands, a very short 
time. 

One Pettit, of New-Haven, by request, attended on the 
Committee. He informed, in substance, that General Let 
is at New-Haven; that he is raising troops; that it is re- 
ported currently that he is to raise one thousand five hun- 
dred men, and to come to New-York. That he did not 
see General Lee, and has not any other information than 
common report ; that General Lee did not bring any troops 
with him to New-Haven. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad- 
vance and pay to Mr. John Holt, one hundred Pounds, on 
account of the moneys due to him from the Provincial 
Congress and Committee of Safety of this Colony ; and 
that Mr. Livingston take Mr. HoWs receipt for the same. 

Mr. John Foster, of Suffolk County, one of the Mem- 
bers of the late Provincial Congress, applied to the Com- 
mittee to continue the permit given to him last Summer, to 
export live stock, in order to purchase gunpowder, 

The Committee informed him it was not in their power. 
Mr. Foster then informed the Committee that he had a 
vessel, which he intended to offer for sale to the Conti- 
nental Congress, and requested a letter to introduce him 
to the Delegates, as well relative to the sale of the said 
vessel, as to the said permission. And this Committee hav- 
ing occasion to write to the Delegates on other matters, 

The following draft of a Letter was read, and approved 
of, and is in the words following, to wit: - 

In Committee of Safety, New- York, January 20, 177G. 

Gentlemen : This will be delivered to yon by Mr. John 
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Foster, who was a member of our last Provincial Congress, 
and is a warm friend to American liberty. 

In the last Summer during tbe continuance of our Pro- 
vincial resolves against the exportation of live-stock, and 
before the non-exportation, ordered by the Continental 
Congress, took effect, he obtained from the Provincial Con- 
gress license to export live-stock for the purpose of im- 
porting powder, the execution of which, he suspended 
until he could send his vessel out without danger of moles- 
tation from the men-of-war, and as the season of the year 
now gives him security against that danger, he is desirous 
. of pursuing his object, for which end he has put himself to 
considerable expense. He, therefore, applied to us for a 
continuance of his permission, conceiving, that as it was 
originally granted before the non-exportation took effect, 
this Committee has a power to give such continuance. We 
informed him that we were clearly of opinion that he had 
lost his opportunity, and that we could not relieve him. 
He, thereupon, signified his intention of applying to the 
Continental Congress on that subject, as well as concern- 
ing a large ship, which he is now building, and which he 
intends to offer for sale to Congress, and requested our re- 
commendation, in hopes it would give his application weight. 
We, therefore, beg leave to recommend him through you to 
the Congress, as a gentleman worthy of the notice of that 
respectable body. 

We have it much at heart to prevent, as effectually as 
possible, the importation of British and Irish goods. To this 
object our attention has been called by a late importation 
by the way of St. Euslatia. According to the present regu- 
lation, the resftipping of the goods is the only punishment, 
in point of property, to be inflicted on the offender, and we 
think it absolutely necessary to substitute confiscation, in- 
stead of the reshipping of the goods, as the most effectual 
means to check offenders of that kind ; and in this view we 
beg leave to recommend the proposed amendment to your 
attention. 

We have thought it necessary to appoint a Barrackmas- 
ter for the City and County of New- York, in order that 
the barracks in this city may constantly be kept in a proper 
state for the comfortable accommodation of the Continen- 
tal troops, that may from time to time be posted here, or 
be marching through this city. We have nominated Gar- 
ret Roorback to that office; and, therefore, entreat you to 
procure the settlement of his salary by the Congress. 

In the resolves of the Congress of the 8th instant, it is 
recommended to this Committee to inquire, " whether the 
depth of water in Hudson- River, below the Battery," may 
not be easily lessened, " so as to prevent large ships pass- 
ing." We are at a loss to determine with any certainty 
what battery is meant, and request an explanation on that 
head. 

We have appointed a person, agreeable to the resolves 
of Congress of the 2d instant, for collecting copies of all 
petitions, memorials, and remonstrances, which have been 
presented to the Throne, or either of the Houses of Par- 
liament, since 1762, and the answers to them. 

We agree that the reasons you assign against making 
application for liberty to export flaxseed, are sufficient ; and, 
therefore, think it best to withhold such application. 

The business recommended to us in the former part of 
the resolve of the 8th instant, for securing the port of New- 
York, has been some time under our consideration. We 
have had an accurate sounding of the channel, which, with 
the plan for securing the port, and a calculation of the ex- 
pense that will attend it, we shall communicate to you as 
soon as possible. 

On the subject of the resolve of Congress, for an ex- 
change of Lieutenant Tylee, we beg leave to inform the 
Congress, that a few days before the receipt of that resolve, 
application was made to Captain Vandeput, under our di- 
rection, by a person connected with Lieutenant Tylee, to 
procure his exchange, Captain Vandeput answered, that it 
was not in. his power to exchange him at present, that he 
had long since wrote to his Admiral for directions on that 
subject, the answer to which had miscarried, and that he 
had not any directions to exchange. 

We have appointed a member to request the Mayor of 
this city to use his influence with Captain Vandeput, or 
Captain Parker, to make a second application to the Ad- 
miral on that matter. 



We have received from you, gentlemen, sundry requests 
about our accounts. We are_ so few_ in .number, and con- 
tinually so overpressed with the despatch of pnblick mat- 
ters, that it has not yet been in our power to give due atten- 
tion to that affair. We will endeavour to employ assistance, 
and have the accounts prepared as soon as possible. 

We are, most respectfully, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient, humble servants. 

By order of the Committee. 
To the Delegates of the Colony of New- York, at Con- 
gress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by Mr. John Foster. 

Pie Solis, 9 ho. A. M., January 21, 177G. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Col- 
onel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 
B rewster, Mr. Sands, Mr. Clarke, Mr. .Scott. 

The Committee were informed by some of their mefti- 
bers, that many of the inhabitants are removing their fami- 
lies and effects from this city, at great expense. That tbe 
inhabitants are alarmed by the confident reports, that Gen- 
eral Lee is at New-Haven, or on his way thither, with a 
considerable body of troops. The Committee are of opi- 
nion, that it may occasion great difficulties and inconve- 
niences to the inhabitants of this city, should any body of 
forces arrive here for active service ; and it would tend to 
the peace and happiness of the inhabitants, for this Com- 
mittee to obtain some information on that subject. 

Thereupon a draft of a Letter to Major-General Leu, 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, 
to wit: 

In Committee of Safety, New- York, January 21, 177R 

Sir: The inhabitants of this city are much alarmed at 
various confident advices of your destination, with a consi- 
derable body of forces for active service here ; confident, 
however, as those advices may appear to the people with- 
out doors, we cannot readily credit them, as we conceive 
it most probable, that were you preparing to execute any 
plan of that kind, it would be preceded by some intima- 
tions to us on the subject, from the Continental Congress, 
General Washington, or yourself. We, therefore, should 
not have troubled you with this application, had it not been 
to procure such information from you, as may enable us, m 
a prudent use of it, to allay the fears of our .inhabitants, 
who, at this inclement season of the year, will continue, as 
they have already begun, to remove their women and chil- 
dren, and which, if continued, may occasion hundreds to 
perish for want of shelter. 

This Committee, and the Congress, whose place we fill 
in their recess, are, we flatter ourselves, as unanimously 
zealous in the cause of America, as any Representative body 
on the Continent; so truly zealous, that both the one and 
the other will cheerfully devote this city to sacrifice, for 
advancing that great and important cause. But, to acquit 
ourselves in the judgment of the Continent, which, in point 
of publick aid, is deeply interested in the preservation of 
this metropolis, and to our constituents, who expect our 
prudent care of their lives and properties, we think it our 
indispensable duty to inform you, that, though we have ad- 
vices that General Washington has been informed of the 
arrival of a large quantity of powder among ns, we havenot 
a sufficiency to enable you to act hostilely against the ships- 
of-war now in port. Our whole quantity of publick pow- 
der is less than three tons. No works are erected to annoy 
the enemy in their present situation. Should it be practica- 
ble at this juncture to erect hasty works for that purpose, Jo 
what shift are we to betake ourselves, after our trifling sup- 
ply of ammunition shall be expended ? The commence- 
ment of hostilities, for which we are now so unprepared, 
will preclude the possibility of a supply, even for our mus- 
ketry, in the ensuing campaign. The strict guard against 
the exportation of ammunition from the foreign ports ia 
Europe, we have great reason to fear, will cut off all hopes 
of supply from that quarter, as well to us, as the Conti- 
nental Congress. We have sent sundry adventures thither,, 
some of which have failed; for this reason we are daily 
pushing adventures to the West-Indies, with the article of 
provisions, as a necessary expedient in the present uncom.- 
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mon scarcity of bullion. The ships-of-war give no inter- 
ruption to our vessels despatched on those adventures, a 
favour we cannot expect should hostilities begin. And even 
should we be fortunate enough to oblige the ships-of-war 
to quit this port, by expending the little powder we have, 
(an event which our most sanguine hopes cannot promise 
us,) the attention of our enemies will effectually prevent our 
expected importations. For those reasons, we conceive 
that a just regard to the publick cause, and our duty, to 
take a prudent care of this city, dictate the impropriety of 
provoking hostilities at present, and the necessity of saving 
appearances with the ships-of-war till, at least, the month 
of March, Though we have been unfortunate in our dis- 
appointments, with respect to some of our adventures, yet 
be assured, sir, we have not been idle. Our intrenching 
tools are almost completed to a sufficient number ; we are 
forming a magazine of provisions, for five thousand men, for 
a month, in a place of safety, and at convenient distance 
from this city. We have provided ourselves with six good 
brass field-pieces, have directed carriages to be made for 
our other artillery, and are raising a company of artillery 
for the defence of the Colony, on the Continental estab- 
lishment. These things, when accomplished, with other 
smaller matters, and with the arrival of some gunpowder, 
the prospect of which is not unpromising, will enable us to 
face our enemies with some countenance. We, therefore, 
ardently wish to remain in peace for a little time, and doubt 
not we have assigned sufficient reasons for avoiding, at pre- 
sent, a dilemma, in which the present entrance of a large 
body of troops into this city, will, almost certainly, involve 
us. Should you have such an entrance in design, we 
beg, at least, that the troops may halt on the western con- 
fines of Connecticut, till we shall have been honoured by 
you with such an explanation on this important subject, as 
you conceive your duty may permit you to enter into with 
us, the grounds of which you will easily see ought to be 
kept an entire secret, and to assure you, that we are, with 
great respect and esteem, sir, your most obedient servants. 
By order of the Committee. 

To Major-General Lee. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by GarretVandenbergk, 
as an Express for that purpose. 

That particular instmctions be given to Vandenbergh to 
inquire on the road at proper stages for Major-General 
Lee. If he should meet him at any stage, or come near 
him, to deliver him the Letter with which he is charged. 
That if Major-General Lee was not at New-Haven, and 
in Connecticut, he should proceed to him with the Letter. 
But, that if General Lee had departed the Colony of Con- 
necticut, he should return with the said Letter to this Com- 
mittee. 

Die Solis, 3 ho. P. M., January 21, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Corthndt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brew- 
ster, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Sands, Mr. Clarke. 

Mr. William Leary, the Town-Major, came and inform- 
ed this Committee of Safety, that part of the City Guard, 
under his direction, had apprehended a certain Joseph Wool- 
combe, who was come from on board of a transport ship 
off Sandy-Hook to go on board of the ships-of-war in port, 
and that he had, also, apprehended Captain William Dobbs, 
the Pilot, who had brought him on shore for that purpose, 
and that he had sent them to the Guard-House. That he 
caused the raid Joseph Woolcombe to be searched, and had 
found in his custody five Letters, which he had brought to 
the Committee of Safety for their inspection or direction. 
The said several Letters being opened and read, appeared 
to be wrote and directed to the persons for that purpose 
hereinafter named, and to the following effect, to wit: 

1st. A Letter from J. H. Dempster, Captain of the ship 
Blue- Mountain- Valley, dated January 22, 1776, and di- 
rected to bis brother, George Dempster, Esq., Oxford 
Street, London. He therein informs him, " that he was 
now preparing to send an officer on shore, to be fully satis- 
fied of the pTopriety of going into New-York. That he 
had been, three weeks on the coast, without seeing, or 
speaking with any of the King's ships. That he was 



greatly amazed at not yet seeing any of the men-of-war., 
his instructions strictly forbidding him to enter Boston, or 
any other port or harbour in America, till he had spoke 
with some of His Majesty's ships — proper orders having 
been sent out for that purpose. That the ship was in a. 
bad state ; he feared that her rudder must be unhung before! 
he could proceed any further, and that they were in want 
of water." 

2d. Letter from the said J. H. Dempster, of the same 
London. In this letter he says, " they had been three 
date, directed to Robert Hunter, Esquire, Coleman Street., 
weeks on the coast, that they had not seen any of the 
King's vessels, though by the tenour of his instructions from 
the Board, he had reason to suppose he should, long ere 
this time, have met some of them." 

3d. A Letter from the said J. II, Dempster, of the same 
date as the others, directed to Richard Cardin, Esquire, 
Bucklersbury, London, containing advices to the same 
effect as the letters before mentioned. 

4tji. A Letter from J. H. Dempster, of the same date, 
directed to his brother, J. Townshend, London, containing 
the like advices as the others. 

5th. A Letter dated said 22d January, from Joseph 
Woolcombe, the Mate, (now in the Barrack,) to his father., 
containing advices of a long passage, very bad weather, loss 
of sails, ship in bad order, that they bad eighty hogs when 
they sailed, and had now only ten left — that pork would 
come dear to the soldiers. 

Captain William Dobbs, by order of the Committee, 
was brought before them and examined. He described the 
ship Blue- Mountain- Valley, says she is a transport from 
England, with porter and coal for the Ministerial army. 
That Joseph Woolcombe is mate of the said ship, that he 
did not promise to put said Woolcombe on board of one of the 
ships-of-war, but only promised to bring him to the city. 
That Woolcombe did not mention any thing about the going 
on board of the ships-of-war, or either of them, until he 
was near the city, and that he, the said William Dobbs, 
refused to put him on board. 

Captain William Dobbs returned, with a Guard, to the 
Guard-House, at the LTpper Barracks. 

Pie Lunoe, 10 ho. A.M., January 22, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Corllandt, Esquire, Chairman, 
Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Scott. Mr. Sands, a very little 
time. 

A Letter from Mr. Thomas Grenell, one of the Com- 
missioners at the Fortifications, was read and filed, and is 
in the words following, to wit : 

" Highlands, January 19, 1776. 

" Sir: I received yours of the 16th instant, and shall en- 
deavour to comply with the contents. The foundation of 
the intended Battery was completed on Sunday last, the 
length of which is one hundred and forty feet, the breadth 
at bottom twelve feet, and at the top is ten feet, and its 
height four feet on an average. The materials are chiefly 
large rocks, from five hundred to one thousand weight, and 
some much larger, filled in with the largest stones it would 
take, and the small vacancies filled with coarse gravel in- 
stead of mortar, as that could not be used at this season of 
the year. I had the misfortune to have the first range of 
timber for the breastwork laid, before I received your order 
to stop going on with the same. With Tespect to the ex- 
tension of the base to fifteen feet, it may be done, if thought 
necessary, at a very small expense, as the materials are 
handy, and shall leave you to judge of, from the cost in 
wages of what has been done already, of which you have 
in the annexed account, with the first charge of timber and 
plank for the breastwork and platform. The.breastwork 
was proposed to be three feet thick and well braced, trun- 
dled; the height will be suitable to the gini-carriages. As 
to the Magazine, it still continues very damp, though there 
has been three fires constantly in it, for three or four weeks ; 
and I doubt whether it will be fit for use this Winter. The 
powder, I shall take all the care in my power of it, but am 
obliged to supply the Minute-Men out of our old stock, 
for they came here without any. I am, sirj your humble 
servant, Thomas Greneli,. 
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- " P. S. I also mention that the intended Battery is seven 
hundred and fourteen yards from the West-Point, and from 
. Bunn's Hill to the West-Point is seven hundred and forty 
yards. 

"To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, New- York. 
"An Account of what charge the intended Battery has, 
in some measure, already been. 

The wages to workmen and labourers comple- 
ting the line, about, £20 00 

To twelve-inch square timber for the breast- 
work, 16,200 feet; Sleepers for the platform, 
2,000 feet ; Plank for ditto, 4,000 feet. First 
cost of the above timber 6s. per 100 feet, - 66 12 

It may be finished by ten Carpenters we have 
here on the spot, in about ten days, 5s. 6d. 
per day, 27 10 

£114 2 
" Some few other necessaries, such as deck-nails and 
trundles will be wanted. „ ^^ Grenell> „ 

A Letter from Lord Stirling was read and filed, and is 
: in" the. words following, to wit: 

" Elizabethtown, January 20, 1776. 

" Sir : Your letter of the 17th I have received. What 
you mention with regard to the Barracks, at New- York, 
I shall communicate to the Continental Congress. The 
one hundred firelocks which your Congress have been so 
good as to spare us, will be paid for, by the Congress of 
this Province, at their next meeting, the 31st of this month, 
agreeable to an order of the Continental Congress of the 
2d instant. Such of them as are finished, you will be 
pleased to order to be delivered to Major De Hart, of my 
Regiment, whom 1 shall desire lo call for them in his way 
back from Long-Island. 

" I am, sir, your most humble servant, (t q, 

"To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety of Neio- 
■ York." 

Colonel McDougall informed the Committee that the 
Captains of the men-of-war had despatched a Pilot-boat, 
with mariners and marines, to the relief of the transport- 
ship at the Hook. The Committee are of opinion that 
noiice thereof should be given to Lord Stirling, by ex- 
press. Thereupon a draft of a Letter to his Lordship was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety, New- York, ) 
January 22, 1776—12 o'clock. $ 

My Lord : This minute the Captains of the men-of- 
war have taken a pilot-boat, and sent her down towards the 
Hook, with mariners and marines on board, from twenty 
to. twenty-five in number. 

If your party goes to secure the ship, they should se- 
cure the pilot-boat first, or, in our opinion, there should be 
two or more boats with men, to contain at least fifty or more 
men in the whole, otherwise they may fail of success. 

We have the honour to be, most respectfully, your Lord- 
ship's most obedient, humble servants. 

By order of the Committee of Safety. 
To the Right Honourable William, Earl of Stirling, and 

in his absence lo the Chairman of the Committee at Eli- 
zabethtown, 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by Sampson Dyckmati. 

Hart Jacobs, a Jew, attending at the door, requests an 
exemption from doing military duty, on the City Watch, 
on Friday nights, which is part of his Sabbath. There- 
upon a Certificate was given to him, in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

Hart Jacobs, of the Jewish religion, having signified to 
this Committee, that it is inconsistent with his religious 
profession to perform military duty on Friday nights, being 
part of the Jewish Sabbath, it is 

Ordered, That he be exempted from Military duty on 
that night of the week, to be subject, nevertheless, to the 
performance of his full tour of duty on other nights. 

Colonel McDougall informed the Committee that he 
had purchased the sloop Sally, to be made an armed ves- 



sel, for the sum of three hundred and twenty-five Pounds, 
and requested an order for that sum. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, advance 
to Colonel McDougall the sum of three hundred and twen- 
ty-five Pounds, to enable him to pay for the sloop or ves- 
sel called the Sally, which he has purchased in pursuance 
of an order of Provincial Congress, of the 20th day of 
December last past. 

And Ordered, further. That the said Treasurer advance 
and pay to Commodore James Smith, on Continental ac- 
count, the sum of twenty-six Pounds thirteen Shillings and 
four Pence, for two months' pay, in part of his pay while 
in the Continental service at Lake Champlain, and that 
Mr. Livingston take a receipt, or receipts, for the same. 

The Committee took into consideration the necessity 
and advantage of having sundry small armed Vessels to 
protect trade in this and the neighbouring Colonies, and 
also to seize transports with provisions intended for the 
Ministerial army and navy, and to prevent the same from 
being exported by persons unfriendly to the measures of the 
Colonies. 

Thereupon a draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this 
Colony at Congress, was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety, New- York, January 22, 1776. 

Gentlemen: With the utmost anxiety we have beheld 
the supply of provisions, collected last Autumn on board 
the ship-of-war, by the means of small boats from Queew's 
and Westchester Counties, for the purpose of supplying the 
Ministerial army at Boston. Our Congress, impelled by 
a desire to prevent so great a mischief, authorized Colo- 
nel McDougall to equip a small armed vessel to watch 
those and other dangerous supplies of the like kind. 

We are informed by one of our Delegates, that Congress 
will readily take this vessel into the Continental service ; 
should it be so determined her flag should be described to 
us, marine articles of war provided, with a roll o = f pay, and 
sent to us without delay. An acquaintance with the navi- 
gation in our neighbourhood points out the necessity of im- 
mediately equipping three oilier small vessels of easy draft 
of water, sufficiently manned and provided, both to attack 
and repulse the barges of the men-of-war with success, and 
constructed in such manner as to take shelter in coves 
and inlets, out of the reach of superior force, and under 
cover of the musketry of the country. Those vessels will 
effectually scour the navigation of this port and its environs, 
and, besides procuring offensive advantages, will prevent 
the above-mentioned mischiefs. One of them should be 
stationed at Amboy, to watch the navigation from thence 
to Sandy-Hook ; another at Elizabethtown, to attend that 
between Staten-lsland and Netv-Jersey and the southward- 
most parts of our Bay ; another on Hudson's River; and the 
fourth, the parts of the Sound to the eastward of this har- 
bour; and they all might be, occasionally, used as ex- 
press boats. The one already provided is commanded by 
James Smith, who was Commodore on the Lakes the last 
Summer, with the rank of Major. He has approved him- 
self a man of worth in the naval service of the Continent, 
and as he has yet received no pay, we shall advance him 
some money on that score for his last year's service. 

Should the Congress approve of ihe proposed plan, we 
will cheerfully engage, under their direction, in the equip- 
ment of three more vessels. But, to answer the good ends 
proposed, their order should be handed to us without de- 
lay. The vessels completely equipped, except the artil- 
lery and musketry, which we will supply, will cost about 
six hundred pounds, each. 

Egg-Harbour is now known to our enemies as a place 
of debarkment for certain necessaries; we, therefore, think 
that a small redoubt should be there built, garrisoned al- 
ways by a proper Captain's guard, with Barracks to con- 
tain two hundred men, so situated as to command the 
entrance of the harbour, and provided with cisterns to take 
rain-water. Cedar wood is plenty there, which will answer 
all the purposes of wood-work; and to complete the de- 
fence, a galley, to mount a six-pounder in her stem, 
should, we think, be provided. 

We have no grape-shot for our field-pieces, (six-pound- 
ers,) nor coals to manufacture them. We beg to be in- 
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formed if we can be supplied with that article at Philadel- 
phia; if so, be pleased to send two tons to Elizabethtown 
without delay, to our direction, together with the amount 
of the cost, which we shall remit without delay. 
We are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants. 
By order of the Committee. 
To the New-York Delegates in Continental Congress, 
Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

Joseph Woolcombe, mate of the ship Blue- Mountain- 
Valley, was brought before the Committee and examined. 
He says he was chief mate of the ship Blue- Mountain- 
Valley, that she is laden with hogs, provisions, &.C., for 
Boston ; left London thirteen weeks ago ; that he was sent 
up to New-York, by the Captain, to put some letters for 
England on board of the men-of-war and to return ; that 
the ship was to lie off-and-on fourteen hours for him ; that 
they have had bad weather ; that thirty-six sail of. trans- 
ports, with stores and provisions, came out with them ; that 
as many more transports were ready to sail; that they 
have had such weather that he believes many other trans- 
ports are gone to the West- Indies ; that the Blue-Moun- 
tain-Valley is a sharp-built ship, and would make as good 
weather on a winter coast as any ship ; that two troops of 
Light-Horse came out in transports with their vessel, and 
were to winter in the West-Indies. 

Ordered, That Mr. Woolcombe remain in custody in 
Captain Ledyard's room for further examination. 

The Committee conceiving it too great a burden on the 
Minute-Men^ or detachments from this city, ^continue long 
on the duty of guarding the cannon near King's Bridge, 
concluded that it would be most convenient to have a 
guard of Westchester Minute-Men at that place. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter on that subject to Lieu- 
tenant-Colpne) Graham, of the Minute-Men in Westchester 
County, was read and approved, and is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

In Committeo of Safety, New-York, January 22, 177G. 

Sin : Having received information that some evil-minded 
persons have spiked up the cannon near King's Bridge, 
to prevent their being further damaged, or rendered en- 
tirely unfit for service, we think it necessary that a conti- 
nual guard should be kept over them for their immediate 
security. We have sent out a company from one of the 
Independent Battalions of this city; but, as they are too 
much harassed with continual duty upon the large guards, 
it is necessary to keep up in this city, we desire that you 
would, as soon as possible, cause them to be relieved by a 
company of Minute-Men out of your regiment, to be upon 
constant duty till further orders ; their pay and billeting to 
be the same allowed for the Continental troops now raising. 

We are, sir, your very humble servants. 
By order of the Committee. 
To Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis Graham, of the Regiment 

of Minute-Men in Westchester County. 

N. B. This business is committed to you, sir, as your 
Colonel's remote residence would make it inconvenient to 
direct it him. You will please to apologize to him for the 
same. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

3 ho. P. M., Die Lunee, Janpary 52, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Scott, Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brew- 
ster, Mr. Tredwell, "Mr. Clarke, Mr. Sands. 

Two Letters from Thomas Grenell, one of the Com- 
missioner at the Fortifications in the Highlands, to Mr. 
John Berrien, were read, in order to obtain information of 
the state of the Fortifications in the Highlands, and of the 
people at work there. 

Mr. John Berrien delivered in a Memorandum of Ba- 
lances of Accounts and Moneys due from the Commis- 
sioners fprthe said Fortifications, as follows, to wit : Ba- 
lance of Carpenter's Bill, one hundred and seventy-eight 



Pounds eleven Shillings; balance of Mason's Bill, two hun- 
dred and ninety-nine Pounds five Shillings; Draft of Com- 
missioners at the Fort, to pay up Accounts of Provisions, 
Sic, three hundred and fifty Pounds; Cash in advance, by 
John Berrien, two hundred Pounds. .TV Blacksmith s 
Draft in his favour, Coppersmith's Account, Ironmonger's 
and Nailer's Account not paid. He supposes these amount 
to seventy Pounds. That the Commissioners have not 
drawn any pay, and that any commissions are not in- 
cluded. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq.,ns 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad- 
vance to Mr. John Berrien, as Commissary of the Com- 
missioners for erecting Fortifications at the Highlands, and 
one of the said Commissioners, the sum of one thousand 
two hundred and Fifty Pounds, on account of the expenses 
and disbursements oT erecting the said Fortifications, and 
that Mr. Livingston take Mr. Berrien's receipt for the 
same. 

Ordered, That Captain John Grenell, who was recom- 
mended by the Provincial Congress of this Colony to the 
Continental Congress as a Captain of an Artillery Compa- 
ny, be, and he is hereby, appointed accordingly, and that 
a Warrant issue to the said Captain John Grenell for that 
purpose. 

Die Martis, 10 ho. A. M., January 23, 1776. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. 
Scott, Mr. Hallett, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Tred- 
well, Mr. Sands. 

Colonel Van Cortlandt being under a necessity to go to 
his seat in Westchester County, and the gentlemen pre- 
sent conceiving his attendance there will, be of use to the 
publick tranquillity in that part of the country, consented 
to his departure, and, thereupon, unanimously chose Mr. 
Joseph Hallell Chairman pro tempore, in bis stead. 

Mr. Sands informed the Committee that Monsieur Var- 
ras, a French gentleman, came here from Grenada for I is 
health, and requests a permission for himself and his Inter- 
preter to travel to or through the Colony of Connecticut; 
thereupon, a passport was given to Mr. Sands for him, in 
the words following, to wit : 

The bearer, Monsieur Varras, and his Interpreter, Oli- 
ver Besly, are permitted to pass unmolested. 

A Bill of Sale from Robert Wosan, Master and part 
owner of the sloop Sally, and from Isaac Scudder, Hook- 
er St. John, and Sarah Isaac, Executors of the last will 
and estate of Benjamin Isaac, deceased, the other owners, 
to Colonel Alexander McDougall and Captain Anthony 
Rutgers, for the said sloop and her appurtenances, was 
prepared, and delivered to Captain James Smith to take to 
Norwalk to have it executed. 

John Fowler was taken and brought before the Commit- 
tee, and charged with having purchased a parcel of old 
Files, which it is conceived were used for spiking up the 
Cannon in Westchester County. He readily declared that 
he purchased thirty old Files; that he Was requested by 
William Loionsbury, of Mamaroneck, ib purchase some 
old Files for him ; that he purchased thirty ; that tbey were 
all flat Files, to the best of his remembrance ; that he bought 
sixteen pounds weight of Michael Ganter, and five pounds 
weight of a Brass-Founder, in the. Broadway, near St. 
PauFs Church. 

Peter Valentine says he was present when John Fow- 
ler spoke for the Files, and they were collected together, 
and that there were some rat-tails among them. John 
Fowler says that he took out the rat-tails, and did not buy 
them ; that as soon as he heard the Guns were spiked up, 
he immediately told his wife that he should be blamed, and 
that Lownsbury had used him ill ; that he knows not the 
use for which the said Files were purchased. 

Ordered, That Lieutenant Jecamiah Allen, of the Light- 
Horse of the City of New- York, take with him a guard 
of twelve of the said Light-Horse, and proceed immedia te- 
ly to Mamaroneck, and take William Lownsbury and bis 
accomplices, and bring them immediately before this Com- 
mittee to be heard, and to answer such.thmgs as may be 
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charged against them concerning the Cannon that have 
been spiked up, beyond King's Bridge, in Westchester 
County; and 

Ordered, That Mr. Allen call on Colonel Joseph Drake, 
at New-Rochelle, or on any other Officer of the Militia or 
Minute-Men in Westchester County, for any assistance he 
may want; and all the Officers of the Militia and Mitiute- 
Men of the said County are hereby requested to give all 
necessary aid of men, or otherwise, to Mr. Allen and his 
party in the aforesaid service. 

And Ordered, further, That the said John Fowler be 
kept in safe and secure custody, at the Upper Barracks, 
until the further order of this Committee, and, in the inte- 
rim, thatno person be suffered to speak to him, but in the 
presence and hearing of the Officer of the Guard ; and that 
no letters, or paper writings, be permitted to pass between 
the said John Fowler and any person out of the Barracks, 
and that he be depied the use of pen, ink, and paper, and 
that Colonel McDougall cause this order to be duly exe- 
cuted, with directions to treat the said John Fowler with as 
much courtesy as may be consistent with this order. 

Mr. John Berrien and Andrew McCormick, by request, 
attended the Committee, and informed lhem of the state 
of ground within, or to the northward of, the line of Fortifi- 
cations mentioned in Mr. Thomas Grencll's Letter of the 
19th instant, and of such other matters relating to the tim- 
ber and materials there as the Committee requested, and 
they could inform or explain, in order to enable the Com- 
mittee to give an answer to the said Letter. 



3 ho. P. M., D}e Martis, Jantary 23, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Presept : Mr. Joseph Ha.llett, Chairman, Mr. Brewster, 
Mr. Tredwdl, Mr. Clarice, Mr. Sands, Colonel McDou- 
gall, Colonel Brasher. 

Joseph Woolcombe, Mate of the ship Blue-Mountain- 
Valley, was brought before the Committee. He says he 
bad not any other Letters than those taken from him when 
searched ; that he was mate of the ship ; that twenty-five 
or twenty-six transports sailed with their vessel, which was 
the whole number then in the Downs: there were other 
transports taken up ; that their ship was loaded with porter 
and coals ; that two transports, with horse, came out and 
went to the West-Indies for winter-quarters ; that he had 
no verbal instructions, but to deliver the Letters on board 
of the man-of-war; that the ship was to stand-in, in the 
night, for him, which would be about twenty-four hours 
after he left her, and, if he did not arrive in four hours 
after, the ship was to put off for Boston. 

Joseph Woojcombe says he chooses to go on board of 
one of the men-of-war. Thereupon, he was discharged, 
and the Letters found with him were delivered to him, and 
a permit was given to him, in the words following, to wit: 

Ordered, That Joseph Woolcombe be permitted to go 
on board either of His Majesty's ships-of-war, now lying 
in the Harbour Qf New- York, unmolested. 

Colonel McDougall informed the Committee that Cap- 
tain Benjamin Ledyard has unavoidably been at sundry 
expenses, by reason of his having the care and charge of 
Prisoners committed to the Guard-House in this city. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, pay unto 
Captain Benjamin Ledyard, of Colonel McDougalVs Re- 
giment, the sum of eight Pounds, to reimburse him for 
sundry expenses he has necessarily been at, by having the 
charge of several Prisoners confined in the Guard-House in 
this city. 

A Letter from the Committee of Richmond County, of 

the 19th instant, was read and filed, and is in the words 

following, to wit: 

"Richmond Qounty, January 19, 1776. 

" Gentlemen : Whereas, the Committee for this County 
have caused, by advertisement, the freeholders to be con- 
vened on this day, in order to elect two Members to repre- 
sent this County in Provincial Congress ; accordingly a poll 
was opened for that purpose, without any opposition, at 
the close of which it appeared, by a majority, that Messrs. 
Adrian Bancker and Richard Lawrence were duly elect- 
ed to represent this County in Provincial Congress, until 



the second Tuesday in May next, winch we hope will be 

agreeable to the rest of that body. 

" We are, gentlemen, your most obedient and most 

humble servants, 

" Christian Jacobson, Moses Duput, 
"Lambert Merrell, Davip La Tourette, 
" John Tyson, Daniel Corsen, 

" Peteh Mersereau, Henry Perine, 
" George Barnes, Joseph Chhistopii. 

" Tq the Committee of Safety, ip recess of lh,e Provincial 
Congress, in New- York." 

The Committee took into consideration the case of God- 
frey Hains, lately apprehended and sent here by the Com- 
mittee of Safety o( Neie- Jersey. Are of opinion that his 
many and mischievous machinations are so dangerous, that 
he ought to be kept in safe custody and close jail ; and that, 
by the Resolutions of the Continental Congress, of the 2d 
day of January instant, they are fully authorized, and that 
it is their duty to the country to have him confined ; and 
as the said Godfrey Hains lately broke the jail of this 
city, and escaped, when he was there confined as a pri- 
soner, and, continuing his evil practices, set off to navigate^ 
a vessel loaded with provisions to supply the Ministerial 
army and navy at Boston, they conceive it will be very- 
dangerous to keep or convey the said Godfrey Hains to 
Ulster County Jail, unless he is fettered or manacled. 

Therefore, Resolved and Ordered, That the said God- 
frey Hains be conveyed to Ulster County Jail, to be there 
confined in safe and secure custody in close jail, until the 
further order of the Continental or Provincial Congress, or 
of this Committee. 

And Ordered, That the said Godfrey IJains be sent, 
manacled or fettered, under guard, to Ulster County Jail, 
and that Colonel McDougall be requested to procure an 
Officer, with a proper guard of the Militia, or Minute-Men, 
of this city, to guard the said prisoner, and the other pri- 
soners heretofore ordered to jail to Kingston, in Ulster 
County. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to the Comrriitt.ee of 
Kingston, in Ulster County, which was formerly drawn 
and read, and approved of, in the Committee, on yester- 
day, was again read, and is in the words following, to wit; 

In Committee of Safety, New-York, } 
January 23, 1776. J 

Gentlemen : By a determination of the Provincial 
Congress, with the consent of the Deputies from your 
County, then present, the jail of your County, at Kingston, 
was determined on to be the jail for such prisoners whose 
wicked practices forbid their being permitted to go at large. 

In pursuance thereof, we send you, by this guard, three 
prisoners, to wit : John BlqcMer, who was ordered to be 
there confined by the Provincial Congress, and Azor BetU 
and Godfrey Hains, sent by us. We pray you to direct 
that they be kept in safe custody, to present their escape, 
and that very particular directions for this purpose be given 
as to. Hains, as he formerly broke the jail in this city, and 
made his escape. 

Take care fp secure such part of the jail as you sh.alj 
have them confined in, at your absolute command, and se- 
cure any person who may attempt to procure their escape. 
Appoint some person, whom you shall think proper, to 
supply them with the necessaries of life, at their own ex- 
pense, if they can pay for them, and, if they cannot, then 
at the publick expense. If any, or all of them mgst fee 
supported at the publick expense, let the accounts be laicT 
before your Committee, nnd when you find them just and 
reasonable, let the person to whom the money is due make 
oath to the account, and let a certificate of your Commit- 
tee, or Chairman, that the account is reasonable and due, 
be added, and the accounts sent to this Committee, or 
the Provincial Congress, that they may be ordered to be 
paid. 

We are, respectfully, gentlemen, your very humble ser- 
vants. 

By order of the Committee. 

To the Chairman and Members of the Committee of 
Kingston, Ulster County. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 
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The Committee further examined Andrew McCormick, 
on the subject of the situation of the new Line at the For- 
tifications in the Highlands. And thereupon an answer to 
Thomas Grenell's Letter, of the 19th instant, was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety, New-York, January 23, 1776. 

Sir: We are favoured with yours of the 19th instant, 
by Mr. Andrew McCormick, to which we have paid due 
attention, and have also examined him, and conversed with 
Mr. Berrien, on the situation of the ground, to which we 
are in a great measure strangers. Upon the whole, we are 
of opinion that, as the foundation of the intended battery, 
mentioned in your letter, is completed, and the timber and 
materials so far prepared that the battery may be finished 
at small expense, it will be best to finish it. At the same 
time, we are of opinion that a breastwork of wood, of 
three feet thick, will by no means answer any good pur- 
pose. Therefore, we desire you to have the breastwork 
made about twenty feel thick, in the following manner, to 
wit : let the timber in front be at least three logs, or pieces, 
thick, and in the inside at least two pieces thick, and the 
inside of the parapet perpendicular; the distance between 
the front and the inside pieces of the parapet will be abopt 
fifteen feet, and that intermediate space filled up with 
fascines and earth. 

We wish to expend as little money as possible, and, 
therefore, you need not employ labourers to get fascines, 
for, as we expect Continental troops to garrison the fort in 
a short time, it now is, and will be, the proper duty of the 
troops there to make the fascines, and fill up the parapet. 
Please to take care that the upper part of the parapet be 
made so sloped, or descending, that the guns may, when 
necessary, be brought to bear on the water nearest to the 
battery, and the ground there adjoining to the water ; and 
the outer face or front of the parapet should be built bat- 
tering, or tend inwards, to prevent the weight of the earth 
from forcing the timber out of its place. A work should 
also be added at the left of the line, to secure the troops 
on the line, and the cannon and carriages, from being 
flanked by an enemy on the left. 

We are, respectfully, sir, your very humble servants. 
By order. 
To Mr. Thomas Grmell, at the Fortifications in the 

Highlands. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by the said Andrew Mc- 
Cormick. 

Die Mercwii, 10 ho. A. M„ January 24, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Mr. Joseph Hallet, Chairman, Colonel Bra- 
sher, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Tredivell, Mr. Sands, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Clarice. 

Captain Van Wyck, having by order prepared a Gua.rd, 
at eight Shillings, each, per man, per day, defraying his own 
expenses, to proceed with the three Prisoners now in the 
Barracks, to Ulster County Jail ; attended at the Commit- 
tee to receive copies of the several orders, for the con- 
finement of the respective Prisoners, and the Letter to the 
Committee qf Kingston, which were delivered to him. 

Thereupon a draft of a Letter to the Committees, and 
Militia Officers of this Colony, to be given to Captain Van 
Wyck, was read and approved of, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety, New- York, January 24, 177G. 

Gentlemen; Captain Van Wyck, with a guard under 
his command, is sent to conduct three prisoners to Ulster 
County Jail. Captain Van Wyck, and his guard, are here- 
by recommended to the aid of every Committee, and Mili- 
tia officer in this Colony, (or any assistance he may want 
at any time to strengthen or relieve his guard ; and also, for 
any assistance he may want, to hire sleighs or other car- 
riages. 

By order of the Committee of Safety. 

To every Committee, and to each and every Militia Offi- 
cer in the Colony of New- York. 

It being represented to this Committee, that Mr. John 
Ramsey, and Colonel Isaac Stoutenburgh, are willing to 



undertake to be Managers of employing the industrious 
Poor in this City, in spinning, and making manufactures, 
and the Committee being unanimously of opinion, that they 
cannot in any other way, so advantageously employ the 
sum of one thousand Pounds, which they, by Resolve of 
the Provincial Congress of the 22d day of December last 
past, were authorized to expend for the relief of the Poor 
of the City of New- York, 

Therefore Ordered, That the said sum of one thousand 
Pounds, be paid into the hands of the said John Ramsey 
and Isaac Stoutenburgh, for the purpose aforesaid, and thai: 
a copy of this entry be a sufficient warrant to Peter V. B. 
Livingston, Esq., as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress 
of this Colony, to pay the said sum of one thousand Pounds, 
to Messrs. John Ramsey and Isaac Stoutenburgh, and take 
their receipt for the same. 

Donald McLane, of the City of New-York, Druggist, 
attended with a Letter from Captain Vandeput, of the 
ship Asia, requesting him to receive the body of the late 
Purser of the ship, and have him buried in Trinity Church- 
yard. 

Thereupon a permit was given to him, in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

Mr. Donald McLane, of this city, Druggist, is hereby 
permitted to go on board of the Asia, ship-of-war, and 
also, to have the body of Mr. George Claypen, late Pur- 
ser of the said ship brought on shore, and buried. 

By order of the Committee. 

Mr. Jecamiah Allen, the officer of the Light-Horse, 
who was sent out by order of this Committee, of yester- 
day, returned with William Lownsberry a prisoner ; ha 
informed, that the prisoner when taken, appeared struck 
with guilt; that some short time afterwards, he denied i:i 
the presence of sundry of the guard, that he ever employed 
John Fowler to buy files. That some tune afterwards:, 
he confessed, that he had employed John Fowler to buy 
the files, but had never brought them home. That they 
afterwards discovered, that the files went up in a boat with 
himself, and that his son brought them home. That the 
prisoner afterwards said, that he bought the files to shoe 
horses, and afterwards, that he bought them to make skeens 
for carts. That one Hains, told the prisoner to his face, 
that on last Wednesday night, he met him with three other 
persons, with handkerchiefs on their heads, about ten <it 
night, going towards, and near the cannon. L 

William Lownsberry examined, says he lives at Mama- 
roneck, is a farmer by occupation ; that Mr. John Fowler, 
bought thirty files for him ; that he did not inform Fowler for 
what use they were purchased ; that the files are not at his 
house, but are all in heing ; that he was not on the road with 
a handkerchief on his head on last Wednesday night ; that he 
bought the files to make skeens for carls, and to lay axes ; 
that be has a neighbour, one Joseph Purdy, who is a black- 
smith, and poor, and in his debt, and intended to get him 
to work for him. Being asked at whose house the files are, 
says they are not at any house ; being several times asked 
where they are, he obstinately sat silent, and refused to 
answer. 

Ordered, That the said William Lownsberry be shack- 
led and manacled, hands and feet, and kept in safe and se- 
cure custody at the Upper Barracks, until the further order 
of this Committee, and in the interim, that no person be suf- 
fered to speak to him, but in the presence and hearing of 
the officer of the guard ; and that no letter, or paper-writ- 
ings be permitted to pass between the said Wiflian Lowns- 
berry and any persons out of the Barracks ; and that he 
be denied the use of pen, ink and paper ; and that Colo- 
nel McDougall cause this order to be duly executed. 

And Ordered, That John Fowler be discharged out 
of custody, and charged to attend this Committee when 
directed. " ^ ' '"_ 

And Ordered, That Mr. A Men cause the said William 
Loicnsberry's horse to be taken care of. 

Messrs. Low, Bancker, John Rcade, and Denning, a, 
sub-Committee from the City Committee attending, were 
admitted. They informed this Committee, that they were 
charged with two different matters from, the Committee of 
the city. The one that the Military Night-Watch in this 
city is very frequently not to be depended on ; that it very 
frequently happens, that the Captains or Officers do not 
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know the greater part of the ground ; and that there are 
some Companies, many of which are not trustworthy; 
and Mr, Denning said, that when he lately had the care 
of the guard, he had many persons in his guard to whom 
he could not think it prudent to communicate the coun- 
tersign. That the City Committee are of opinion that the 
most proper method to guard this city is to raise a Regi- 
ment in this city, in Continental pay ; and Mr. Denning 
alleges, that there is a great number of men in this city, 
who would willingly inlist for that purpose, provided they 
can be ascertained, that they will not be ordered out of 
the Colony on any Continental duty. 

The said sub-Committee mentioned that a great incon- 
venience arises from vessels loading in this port, by order 
of the Continental and Provincial Congress, and of this 
Committee of Safety, by their not having certificates for 
that purpose. That many of the inhabitants not knowing 
why any such vessels are lading, apply to the laders, and to 
the City Committee with complaints. That it is, also, in 
the power of the laders of such vessels to lade other pro- 
duce, or greater quantities than they are permitted ; and 
that, therefore, that it is the request of the City Commit- 
tee, that some proper person be appointed to inspect and 
superintend the loading of all such vessels, and to report 
thereon to the Provincial Congress, or Committee of Safety. 

The sub-Committee withdrew, and the Committee of 
Safety requested the Chairman to speak to Captain Wil- 
liam Merrier, to know whether he will undertake to ma- 
nage and inspect the lading of vessels laded at this port; and, 
also, whether he will inspect the work done, and materials 
used in making carriages for cannon. 

A Letter from the Honourable John HancocJc, dated 
the 12th January, instant, was read and filed, and is in the 

words following, to wit: 

" Philadelphia, January 12, 1776. 

"Gentlemen: The discoveries made of the designs of 
our enraged enemies, fully evince not only the propriety, 
but the absolute necessity of securing Canada, to prevent 
our frontiers from desolation and destruction. 

" Providence has, hitherto, been pleased to crown our 
attempts with success. But from the steps taken by Go- 
vernour Carleton, there is reason to apprehend our ene- 
mies, among their first attempts in the Spring, will endea- 
vour to recover the possession of that country, as well to re- 
trieve their honour, as to carry into execution their execrable 
designs against us. I need not mention the consequences 
that would ensue should ihey effect their purpose, and 
thereby be enabled to turn the force of that Province, as 
well as the Savages, against our defenceless frontiers. 

" To counteract their designs, and prevent this calamity, 
the Congress have resolved to employ nine battalions, the 
present year, for the defence of Canada. One of these is 
to be composed of Canadians, under Colonel J. Living- 
ston, who has so eminently signalized himself in the cause 
of America. Two are to be composed of the troops now 
serving there — an honour due to the merit of those brave 
men, to have an opportunity of defending a country which 
their valour has rescued from slavery. Three are to be 
sent from Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, of which, two 
are now under marching orders. The other three are to 
be raised to the Eastward, as you will see by the enclosed 
resolution, viz: one in your Colony under the command 
of Colonel Van Schaick, Lieutenant-Colonel Yates, and 
Major Gansevoort, who, as General Schuyler informs Con- 
gress, are desirous of continuing in the service ; one in Con- 
necticut, and one in New-Hampshire. 

"As the arrival of the troops in due time will greatly con- 
duce to the preservation of that country, and baffling the 
designs of our enemies; and, as the month of February, 
which is fast approaching, is the best, and, indeed, the only 
time before Summer, of crossing the Lakes, the Congress 
rely that you will, according to your usual zeal, exert your 
utmost endeavours to have the battalion from your' Colony 
raised, and sent forward with all possible despatch. 

"I am, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant, 

"John Hancock, President. 

" To the Convention of New-YorJc, or Committee." 

Another Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, 
bearing date the 20th day of January, instant, was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 



« Philadelphia, January 20, 1776. 

" Gentlemen : I have the honour of enclosing you 
sundry resolutions passed by Congress, as well for the de- 
fence of your Colony, as for repairing the loss lately sus- 
tained in Canada, and succouring our friends there. 

" The shortness of the time will not permit me to en- 
large. I must, therefore, beg leave to refer you to the en- 
closed extracts, and just in form you, the Congress rely with 
confidence on your zeal for the cause, that you will exert 
your utmost endeavours to hasten the march of the troops 
ordered to Canada, and to raise those destined for the de- 
fence of your Colony. Herewith, I send you blank corn- 
missions for the officers under the rank of Major, which you 
will please to fill up. On the recommendation of Gene- 
ral Schuyler, the Congress have continued Colonel Vay, 
Schaick, Lieutenant-Colonel Yates, and Major Gansevoort, 
in the service of the United Colonies, and appointed them Jp 
the command of the battalion to be raised in your Colony 
for the defence of Canada ; and they have directed me, 
agreeable to an established rule, to request you would please, 
as soon as possible, to transmit the names of a number of 
gentlemen whom you shall judge duly qualified, at least 
two for each command, out of whom they may elect Field- 
Officers for the other battalion. 

" I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

" John Hancock, President, 

" To the Hon. Convention or Committee of New-York. 

" P. S. I enclose you the commissions for the. officers 
under the rank of Major, for the Canada Battalion ; those 
for your other battalions shall follow, as I am pinched for 
time." 

A copy of the Resolves of Congress, of the 8th of Janu- 
ary, which were before received and read, and forwarded 
to General Schuyler on the 17th day of January, instant, 
were read and filed. 

A certified copy of sundry Resolves of the Continental 
Congress, of different dates, from the 8th to the 20th in- 
stant, was read and filed, and is in the words following, to 

wit : 

" In Congress, January 8, 1776. 

"Resolved, That General Schuyler be desired to have 
the River St. Lawrence, above and below Quebeck, well 
explored, and to determine upon proper places for oppo- 
sing, by Armed Boats, or otherwise, any attempts of the 
enemy to penetrate that country by the River ; and that he 
give orders for constructing, speedily, as many such Boats 
as he shall judge necessary. 

" That two Shipwrights be immediately sent from Phi- 
ladelphia, to be employed under the direction of the Com- 
mittee of Inspection at Albany, in constructing Scows for 
facilitating the passage over Hudson's River. 

" That the Convention of New-York be desired to send 
three thousand bushels of Salt, besides what General Schuy- 
ler hath already ordered to be brought to Ticonderoga. 

" That this Congress does approve of the raising a Bat- 
talion of Canadians, and of the appointment of James Li- 
vingston, Esq., Colonel thereof. 

" That nine Battalions, including that of Canadians un- 
der Colonel Livingston, be kept up and maintained the 
present year for the defence of Canada." 

" In Congress, January 19, 1776. 

" Resolved, That four Battalions be raised in the Co- 
lony of New-York, for the defence of that Colony, upon 
the same pay with those directed to be raised in the Co- 
lony of Pennsylvania, and that they be $tationed as the 
Commanding-Officer of the New- York Department shall 
think best, to garrison the several Forts in that Colony, from 
Crown-Point to the southward, and to prevent depreda- 
tions upon Long-Island, and promote the safety of the 
whole. 

" Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Resolution be 
transmitted to the Council of Safety of New- York, and that 
they be requested, with all possible expedition, to transmit 
to Congress the names of a number of gentlemen, at least 
two for each command, out of whom the Congress may 
elect Field-Officers for said Battalions. 

" That General Washington be requested to detach from 
the Camp at Cambridge, one Battalion, if the service there 
will permit him. to spare one, with orders to march, with 
the greatest expedition possible, to Canada. 
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"That for the more speedy raising the Battalions ordered, 
on the 8th of January, to be raised in the Colonies of New- 
Hampshire, Connecticut, New-YorTc, and Pennsylvania, 
for the defence of Canada, it be recommended to the Ge- 
neral Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils, or Committees 
of Safety of those Colonies, respectively, to exert their ut- 
most endeavours in raising the said Battalions, upon the 
same pay and subsistence as the Army at Cambridge, and 
to furnish them with Provisions, Ammunition, and other 
necessaries, for expediting their march to Canada; and for 
further encouraging the men more cheerfully to enter into 
the service of their country, to give a Bounty of six and two- 
thirds dollars to every able-bodied, effective man, properly 
clothed for the service, and having a good Firelock, with a 
Bayonet and other Accoutrements ; and four dollars to every 
Soldier not having the like Arms and Accoutrements ; the 
Arms to be supplied by the Colony, and the cost to be de- 
ducted out of the Soldier's pay; and, also, to provide a 
Blanket and Haversack for every inlisted Soldier; and, 
moreover, to advance one month's pay to every Officer and 
Soldier before their march, that they may be able to pur- 
chase necessary clothing. 

" That the first two Companies which shall be complete 
of every Battalion, do march to that country as soon as 
they shall be ready, and be followed in the same numbers, 
with like expedition, by the rest of the corps; and that it 
be recommended to the General Assemblies, Conventions, 
and Councils, or Committees of Safety, of the Colonies in 
which Battalions are directed to be raised, that they re- 
spectively attend to this business." 

A printed copy of sundry Resolves of Congress, bearing 
date on the 17th instant, relating to the raising of Troops, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

" In Congress, January 17, 1776. 

"Resolved, That the Colonels of the several Battalions 
ordered to be raised, do immediately order their Officers 
on Recruiting Service, to such parts where they are best 
known, and have the greatest probability of success. 

"That the Recruiting Officers ought to be careful to in- 
list none but healthy, sound, and able-bodied men, not 
under sixteen years of age. 

"That the Colonels of the several Battalions aforesaid, 
appoint some place, or places, of rendezvous, to which the 
Recruits may be sent, and where the Battalions may be 
quartered. 

" That the greatest attention ought to be paid to the be- 
haviour of the Troops in Quarters, that they may give no 
reasonable cause of complaint. 

" That the Quarters of the Troops be duly discharged 
once every week. 

" That an allowance of ten Shillirfgs per man be made 
to the Recruiting-Officers in lieu of their expenses in re- 
cruiting, exclusive of the Subsistence-Money allowed them ; 
and that, in case any man be inlisted contrary to the 
foregoing Regulations, the Pay they may have received, 
and the Subsistence-Money that may be paid for them, 
shall be stopped from the pay of such Recruiting-Officers. 

" That no bought, indented Servants be employed on 
board the Fleet, or in the Army of the United Colonies, 
without the consent of their Masters. 

" Extracts from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thompson, Secretary. 

Ordered, That the Letters and Resolutions of the ho- 
nourable the Continental Congress, be taken into further 
consideration this afternoon. 

A Letter from Major-General Lee, in answer to the one 
addressed to him by the Committee on the 21st instant, 
was received and filed, and is in the words following, to 
wit: 

" Stamford, January 23, 1776. 

" Sir: Yesterday, on the road, I had the honour of re- 
ceiving yours, and ought to make a thousand apologies for 
not having answered it immediately, but the circumstance 
of being on the road, together with the necessity of finish- 
ing some despatches to General Washington, and to the 
Continental Congress, rendered it almost impossible. 

" I should certainly, sir, have apprized you of my march, 
bad I not concluded that you would have learned it time 
enough from the Congress. The letter I have from the 
General, directed to the Chairman of the Committee of 



Safety, I was ordered to deliver with my own hand. With 
respect, sir, to the alarms of the inhabitants, on the suspi- 
cion that my business was to commence active hostilities 
against the men-of-war in your harbour, I can assure you 
that they may be perfectly easy — such never was the in- 
tention of the General, and, I hope, you will believe that 
I never entertained a thought of transgressing the letter of 
my instructions. The motive of the General, for detaching 
me, was solely to prevent the enemy from taking post in 
your city, or lodging themselves on hong-Island, which, we 
have the greatest reason to think, sir, is their design. Some 
subordinate purposes were likewise to be executed, which 
are much more proper to communicate by word of mouth, 
than by writing ; but I give you my word, that no active 
service is proposed, as you seem to apprehend. 

" If the ships-of-war are quiet, I shall be quiet, but I de- 
clare solemnly, that if they make a pretext of my presence 
to fire on the town, the first house set in flames by their gun> 
shall be the funeral pile of some of their best friends. But, 
I believe, sir, the inhabitants may rest in security on this 
subject. I am convinced, and every man who considers a 
moment must be convinced, that the destruction of the 
sea-port towns would, if possible, be a severer stroke to 
the Ministry, and their instruments, than to the inhabitants 
themselves. The sea-port towns are the only holds thejr 
have in America ; they are considered as the pledges of ser- 
vitude ; the menacing destruction to them may, indeed, be of 
admirable use, but the real destruction of them must extin- 
guish all hopes of success. 

" In compliance, sir, with your request, I shall only carry 
with me into town a force just strong enough to secure it 
against any designs of the enemy, until it shall please the 
Continental Congress to take measures for its permanent 
security. The main body I shall leave on the western 
frontiers of Connecticut, according to your directions. [ 
hope, sir, and persuade myself, that the Committee and in- 
habitants can have no objection to this plan. If Mr. Tryon 
and the Captains of the ships-of-war are to prescribe what 
numbers are, and what numbers are not to enter the town, 
they are absolute dictators to all intents and purposes. The 
condition is too humiliating for freemen to put up with. 

" You take pains to assure me, sir, that your Congress 
and Committee are not less zealous in the cause of Ameri- 
can liberty, than any representative body on the Continent. 
I give you my word, sir,that this assurance was unnecessary. 
I am not one of those who have entertained a bad opinion 
of the virtue of New-York, or made it my business to 
asperse them ; on the contrary, I have condemned loudly 
the illiberal, impolitick, and unjust reflections I have heard 
frequently thrown out. I should not have taken the liberty 
of troubling you with the opinion, good or bad, which an 
unimportant individual like myself may entertain of so re- 
spectable a body as your Committee or Congress, had not 
this particular paragraph of your letter thrown the tempta- 
tion in my way. 

" I am, sir, your most obedient and devoted servant, 

" Charles Lee, 

" To PeterV. B. Livingston, Esq., Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Safety." 

3 ho. P. M., Die Mercurii, January 94, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Mr. Scott, 
Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 
Sands, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke. 

A draft of a Letter to Colonel Joseph Drake, request- 
ing him to endeavour to find out the persons concerned in 
spiking up the Cannon beyond King's Bridge, was read 
and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 
In Committee of Safety, New- York, January 24, 1776. 

Sir : William Lownsberry purchased a parcel of files, 
and had them carried up to your County in a boat ; the 
boatman delivered them to his son. We have good reason 
to believe they were used to spike up the cannon in your 
County. Lownsberry declares that they are not in hi.; 
house, but refuses to tell where they are. And Hains, 
who met our party of horsemen, told Lownsberry, in their 
presence, that he met him going towards the cannon, be- 
yond the Bridge, in company with three other persons, last 
Wednesday night. This Lownsberry denies. WeTequest 
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you to cause t!:e son of Lownsberry to be apprehended, 
and examined before some Committee, or members of your 
Committee ; and that you cause Purdy, the blacksmith, and 
all other suspicious persons in that part of your County, to 
be critically examined, and endeavour to have such disco- 
veries made as to find out and fix on all the persons who 
were concerned in spiking up the cannon beyond and near 
King's Bridge ; and secure all such persons against whom 
you shall obtain evidence, and send to us all the informa- 
tion that may be obtained in the premises. 

We are, respectfully, sir, your humble servants. 
By order of the Committee. 

To Colonel Joseph Drake, New-Rochelle. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

Joseph French, Esq., of Jamaica, attended this Com- 
mittee, and informed that he had been told that a citation 
had issued for him to appear before this Committee, and 
that he had engaged to Colonel Heard to attend ; and Mr. 
French requested to know if there was any charge against 
him.* 

Thereupon, a Certificate was given to Mr. French, in 
words following, to wit : 

Joseph French, Esq., attended on this Committee, and 
informs that he has engaged to Colonel Heard to attend this 
Committee. This is to certify, that this Committee hath 
not issued any citation for Mr. French, and that no evi- 
dence has been offered to this Committee, nor to the Pro- 
vincial Congress, against Mr. French. But as the case of 
the inhabitants of Queen's County is not before us, but 
before the Continental Congress, this certificate is not to 
be understood to interfere with any directions Colonel Heard 
may have from the Continental Congress, or from any 
other person under their authority. 

Messrs. James Reid, Robert Leonard, Francis Cun- 
ningham, John Burns, and Francis Dominick, all of the 
City of New- York, personally appeared before the Com- 
mittee, and engaged jointly and severally for Lawrence 
Hartwick, that the said Lawrence Hartwick will, from 
time to time, personally appear before the Provincial Con- 
gress of this Colony, or this Committee of Safety, when 
thereunto requested, and in the mean time that the said 
Lawrence Hartwick will demean himself peaceably, and 
be of good behaviour towards all the friends of liberty in 
this city, and not do any act contrary to the measures di- 
rected by the Continental Congress, or the Provincial Con- 
gress, or the Committee of Safety of this Colony. 

Ordered, That the said Lawrence Hartwick be dis- 
charged, and it is recommended to all friends of liberty, 
that the said Lawrence Hartwick be not molested in his 
person or property, while he complies with the above-men- 
tioned engagements. 

The Committee took into consideration the subject of 
the second matter mentioned to them this morning by the 
sub-Committee of this city, and after consideration thereof, 
this Committee do hereby appoint Captain William Mer- 
rier to superintend and inspect the lading of all such Ves- 
sels, as shall lade in this port ; and, 

Ordered, That Captain Merrier be empowered, and he 
is hereby empowered, to inspect all permits to Vessels to 
lade in this port, and see that all such Vessels lade only 
agreeable to the resolves of the Continental Congress, and 
with such matters or produce only as may be agreeable to 
the said resolves, and their permits from the Provincial 
Congress, and Committee of Safety of this Colony ; and, 
from time to time, to report to this Committee, or the Pro- 
vincial Congress of this Colony, what Vessels are lading, 

* New. York, January 24, 1776. — Gentlemen: I understand, by a 
citation Mr. Jay produced at Jamaica, that I am to appaar before the 
Provincial Congress, to answor some complaints alleged against me. 
I now acquaint yon that I am ready in waiting, to answer any thing laid 
to niy charge, and should have done it before, had said citation come to 
my hand. If, gentlemen, you are not ready to hear me, I should be 
much obliged to you if you would give mo a few lines, which I may 
produce to Colonel Heard, as a proof of my having waited upon you, 
and that I may return home, as I have, for this month past, been very 
much indisposed, and am so still. I shall be ready and willing at any 
time to wait upon you, to answer the charge alleged against me. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obliged, humble servant, 

JosEm French. 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress, New-York. 

N. B. I have obligated myself to Colonel Heard to wait upon you. 



or shall have laded, and with what particular commodities, 
and by what authority. 

And whereas, this Committee of Safety have autho- 
rized Colonel McDougall to have Carriages made for Can- 
non, in order to prevent any impositions on the publick, by 
any person employed in making the same, 

Ordered, That Captain Merrier be appointed, and he 
is hereby appointed to superintend the making of those 
Carriages, so as to see that they are made of good timber, 
and that the iron work be well made, and to see it weigh- 
ed, and to take every other necessary caution to prevent 
any imposition on the publick in that business ; and, 

Ordered and agreed, That Captain Merrier be allow- 
ed twenty Dollars per month, as pay, while continued in 
this, and the service of inspecting the lading of Vessels in 
this port. 

Ordered, That the Secretaries prepare and certify copies 
of all the Resolves and Letters this day received from the 
Continental Congress, and forward the same to Major-Ge- 
neral Schuyler, to-morrow morning, by post. 

Die Jovis, 10 ho. A.M., January 25, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Mr. Joseph Hattett, Chairman, Colonel Mc- • 
Dougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Scott, Mr. Brewster, Mr. 
Tredwell, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Sands. 

Francis Lewis, Esq., came into the Committee of Safe-; 
ty, and informed them that the schooner Success, Jonathan 
Bowne, Master, was laded by his order on Continental 
account, and requested a permit for herto sail; thereupon, 
a Certificate was given to Colonel McDougall in the words 
following, to wit : 

The schooner Success, whereof Jonathan Bowne is 
Master, being laded on Continental account, by order and 
under the direction of some of the Continental Delegates, 
is hereby permitted to sail to sea. 

Philip Livingston, Esq., John Alsop, Esq., and Fran r _ 
cis Lewis, Esq., came into the Committee of Safety, and 
delivered in their respective Accounts of the time they have 
attended Continental Congress. And Mr. Philip Living- 
ston, also, delivered in the Account of John Jay, Esq. 
The said Accounts were delivered to Colonel Brasher to 
be audited. 

On reading the Resolve of Congress for payment of the 
Delegates of this Colony, are of opinion that they are not 
authorized, nor their Auditors authorized, to audit or order 
payment to any of the Delegates while at their places of 
abode, respectively, though then employed in the service 
of the Continent, and by order of Continental Congress. 

A certain Jonathan Booth attended at the door, and 
complained to some members of the Committee that a 
drove of cattle, which he was driving to New-York mar- 
ket, was detained by the Committee of Bedford, in pur- 
suance of an order of the Committee of Bedford, Pound- 
ridge, and Salem, and the said order of the Committee of 
Bedford, Poundridge, and Salem, being printed in Holt's 
newspaper, was read and taken into consideration ; there- 
upon, this Committee came to a Resolution in the words 
following, to wit : 

Whereas, by a publication in Mr. Holt's newspaper, 
(the New-York Journal,) of the 25th of January, 1776, 
dated at Poundridge, (he 10th of the same month, it is pur- 
ported that the Committee of Observation for the united 
Town of Bedford and Precincts of Poundridge and Sa- 
lem, in Westchester County, conceiving that bad conse- 
quences do arise to this distressed County from supplying 
the markets at New- York, on supposition that the com- 
mon enemy may by that means be furnished with Provi- 
sions, have 

"Resolved, That from and after the date thereof, the said 
Committee do thereby strictly forbid any of the Inhabi- 
tants of the said Town and Precincts, directly or indirectly 
to carry, or cause to be carried, by land or water, Provi- 
sions of any kind to the said market, and do thereby direct 
the Minute-Men and all others that are friends to their 
country, to do their utmost to stop all drovers of Fat Cat- 
tle, Sheep, Hogs, Poultry, or any other Provisions what- 
soever, and from being drove or carried through either said 
Town or Precinct for the purpose aforesaid, without leave- 
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of the said Committee, on the penalty of being deemed 
enemies to their country." 

;And whereas, this Committee not doubting tbe^ good in- 
tentions of the said Committee met at Poundridge, do, 
nevertheless, conceive that the said Resolve has a mani- 
fest tendency to distress (in the article of Provisions) the 
inhabitants of this City, and other friends to liberty, whose 
business may call them hither, 

-Resolved, therefore, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee that no Committee of any City, Borough, Town, or 
Precinct in this Colony, ought to prevent any such sup- 
plies of Provisions to this City, as aforesaid, unless they 
shall have due proof that such supplies are intended to be 
furnished to persons engaged in service against the liber- 
ties of America, nor, in such case, any longer than until 
such Committees, respectively, shall, in cases where such 
proof shall have been made, have duly certified this Com- 
mittee or the Provincial Congress thereof, and until order 
shall have been made thereon by this Committee or the 
Provincial Congress. 

Ordered, That a certified copy of this Order be deli- 
vered to the said Jonathan Booth. 

An Orderly-Sergeant of Major Be Hart, having called 
on a member to be informed if the Muskets engaged to 
Lord Stirling are ready, the Committee conceive that, as 
.the Colony are to raise several Regiments, in pursuance of 
the orders of Congress received yesterday, that it is their 
l lduty to request Lord Stirling to be released from the en- 
gagement of this Colony as to those Arms. Thereupon, 
a draft of a Letter to Lord Stirling was read aud approved 
of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety, New-York, January 25, 1776. 
"- My Lord : Since the last communication between your 
Lordship and us, concerning the arms we undertook to sup- 
ply you with for the troops under your command, we have 
orders from Congress to raise four new battalions, besides 
tfhe which we before that time were under orders to raise. 
•We are, also, informed that there are still thirty stand of 
publick arms in the town of Newark, which are not appro- 
priated to the use of your troops, and there may be others 
in the same situation in other parts of your Colony; and 
we conceive it a hardship to be obliged to forward a. de- 
partment of service out of our Colony, by supplying those 
arms which we intended for you, which, with many more, 
will be wanted for equipping our own battalions. We can 
assure you, my Lord, with the greatest truth, that we are 
totally at a loss how to supply our new levies with arms, 
without taking them from our Militia, which nothing but 
the most urgent necessity will justify, as by that means the 
defence of this important post will be weakened. 

We, therefore, earnestly request you to release us from 
our former engagements to you, and are, my Lord, most 
respectfully, your Lordship's obedient, humble servants. 
• By order of the Committee. 
To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by Major De Hart's 
Orderly-Sergeant. 

Die Jovis, 4to lio. P. M., January 25, 1776. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
.- Present: Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Colonel Mc- 
Dougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brewster, Mr. 
Tredwell, Mr. Clarke. 

The Committee being of opinion that prudence and care 
of this Colony, and of the Capital and inhabitants thereof, 
requires that a proper person be kept at the Hook, to keep 

* a look-out if any fleet, or transports or ships-of-war should 
be approaching this Colony, and having, on considering that 
matter yesterday, thought it best to prevent jealonsy 
among the pilots, and to give different persons among them 
a chance of earning a subsistence in the present times of 

I difficulty, agreed to employ Samuel Isleton (who was re- 
commended for that purpose) in the place of William 
Dobbs. 

Samuel Isleton attending by request, received his instruc- 
tions. He is directed to take the pilot-boat and oars late- 
ly purchased by this Committee, with four men to row her, 
and proceed to the Hook and stay there, and diligently look- 



out for one week, If no fleet, or transports, or ships-of-war, 
appear sooner. If any appear, he is to give the most im- 
mediate notice to this Committee. 

Samuel Isleton is to have ten Shillings per day, and 
James Burns, Robert Bennet, John Besly, and William 
Mullinger, his Oarsmen, are to have eight Shillings per 
day, each, and they are to find themselves all necessaries 
and bear their own expenses. 

The Committee took into consideration the necessity this 
Colony will be under of having a quantity of heavy Can- 
non, and that there is not, at present, any Furnace large 
enough and fitted to the purpose ; that it will be vastly 
more expensive to have heavy Cannon brought from Phi- 
ladelphia, than to have a Furnace made for the purpose, 
besides the advantage of establishing a work of that kind 
in the Colony, and of supplying the vessels building in this 
Colony for the Continental service, and the neighbouring 
Colonies. 

After some time spent therein, they are of opinion that, 
considering the nature of the ore, and the advantages of 
transportation, such a work may most probably be effected 
by Robert Livingston, Esq. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Robert Livingston, 
Esq., was read and approved of, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

In Committee of Safety, New-York, January 25, 1776, 

Sir: In all probability this Colony will stand in need of 
a number of heavy ordnance (from twenty-five to filty 
hundred weight) for its defence. On casting about for a 
place best calculated for erecting a foundry, yours appears 
to be the most proper. 

You will please to take this matter into immediate con- 
sideration, and inform us, as soon as possible, whether you 
can prepare your furnace for casting such cannon and shot, 
as, also, the terms on which you would undertake to cast 
them, and when you will be ready for expediting this bu- 
siness. 

As we are informed the Continental Congress have under 
consideration an estimate of the ordnance necessary for the 
defence of the different Colonies, we are desirous of being 
prepared with the terms on which they may be manufac- 
tured, and of preserving to our Colony the credit and ad- 
vantage of such a manufactory. 

We earnestly request your most speedy answer, and are, 
most respectfully, sir, your most obedient, humble servants. 

By order. 
To Colonel Robert Livingston, at Calender House, Ma- 
nor Livingston. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

The Committee spent the residue of the evening in con- 
sidering the Resolves and Letters received yesterday from 
the Continental Congress. 

Die Veneris, 10 ho. A. M., January 26, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Colonel Mc- 
Dougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Brewster, 
Mr. Clarke. 

No other Members appeared, whereby the Committee 
could not proceed to any active business, and spent the 
whole morning in considering the Resolves of Continental 
Congress, and forming an extract of them for Regulations 
for Recruiting Officers, and considering of proper persons 
for Officers in the four Battalions ordered to be raised in 
this Colony. 

3 ho. P. M., Die Veneris, January 26, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Mr. Scott, Col- 
onel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Clarke. Mr. Sands came in half-past 
seven o'clock. 

The Committee resumed the consideration of the Re- 
solves and Letters received from the Continental Congress 
on the subject of raising Troops. After some time spent 
therein, the Committee sent for Colonel Lasher, to know 
his sentiments on a declaration lately made by him to one 
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of the members, that if any more troops were raised, the 
Battalion now under his command would, in general, be 
very desirous to be taken into the publick service and pay. 

After a short conference with Colonel Lasher, and 
delivering to him a copy of the Resolves of Congress for 
raising four Battalions for the defence of this Colony, he 
was desired to confer with the officers of his Battalion, and 
report the result thereof to this Committee. 

This Committee conceiving that the speediest method of 
fixing on proper Officers for the four Regiments to be raised 
in this Colony, and of being informed of the number of men 
that may probably be inlisted in each County, is to write 
to the County Committee of the respective Counties in this 
Colony, 

Thereupon a draft of a Letter for that purpose was read 
and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

Gentlemen: By resolves of the honourable the Conti- 
nental Congress lately come to hand, this Colony is to raise 
four regiments, in Continental pay, for the defence of the 
Colony. We conceive that the troops will be most speed- 
ily raised by having proper officers taken from different 
Counties where there are proper men who will inlist. 

We, therefore, request you, with all possible despatch, to 
inform the Provincial Congress, or this Committee, of the 
number of men which you have good reason to believe may 
be speedily raised and armed in your County; and at the 
same time, that you, with the advice of as many of the 
Deputies of your County to the Provincial Congress as 
may conveniently be obtained, recommend several proper 
persons for Captains, Lieutenants, and Ensigns, who will 
be most likely to raise the men. We request, in all cases 
where it can conveniently be done, that you recommend 
two proper persons for each office, that the Provincial 
Congress may have an opportunity to choose the one they 
think best qualified. 

We are, respectfully, gentlemen, your very humble 
servants. 

By order of the Committee. 

Ordered, That copies thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the Chairman, and one copy directed to each County 
Committee. 

Instructions for inlistingtlie Troops directed by the Con- 
tinental Congress to be raised in this Colony, were read 
and agreed to, and are in the words following, to wit : 

Committee of Safety, New-York, January 27, 177G. 

Instructions to the Colonels and other Officers for lnlist- 
ment of Four New Battalions in the Continental Ser- 
vice, for the defence of the Colony 0/ New- York. 
Whereas, in order to the regular inlistment of the Troops 
intended to be raised for the Continental service, it was re- 
solved in Continental Congress on the 17th instant, to wit : 
" That the Colonels of the several Battalions ordered to 
be raised, do immediately order their officers on recruiting 
service to such parts where they are best known, and have 
the greatest probability of success. 

" That the recruiting officers ought to be careful to in- 
list none but healthy, sound, and able-bodied men, not under 
sixteen years of age. 

"That the Colonels of the several Battalions, aforesaid, 
appoint some place, or places, of rendezvous to which the 
recruits may be sent, and where the Battalions may be 
quartered. 

" That the greatest attention ought to be paid to the be- 
haviour of the troops in quarters, that they may give no 
reasonable cause of complaint. 

"That the quarters of the troops be duly discharged once 
every week. 

" That an allowance of ten shillings per man be made to 
the recruiting officers, in lieu of their expenses in recruit- 
ing, exclusive of the subsistence money allowed them, and 
that in case any men be inlisted contrary to the foregoing 
regulations, the pay they may have received, and the sub- 
sistence money that may be paid for them, shall be stop- 
ped from the pay of such recruiting officer. 

" That no bought, indented servants be employed on 
board the Fleet or in the Army of the United Colonies, 
without the consent of their masters." 

And whereas the Continental Congress, on the 19th of 
January, instant, 



"Resolved, That four Battalions be raised in the Co!q- 
ny of New- York, for the defence of that Colony, upon the 
same pay with those directed to be raised in. the Province 
of Pennsylvania, and that they be stationed as the Com- 
manding Officer of the New-York, Department shall think 
best, to garrison the several forts in that Province, from 
Crown-Point to the southward, and to prevent depreda- 
tions upon Long-Island, and to promote the safety of the 
whole." 

The Pay and other Regulations of which said Pennsyl- 
vania Troops, and the said four Battalions, are established 
by the Continental Congress, as follows, to wit : 

"That each battalion consist of eight companies, each 
company of one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, 
four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drum, one Fife, and 
seventy-six Privates. The pay as follows: Colonel, 50 
dollars per calendar month ; Lieutenant-Colonel, 40 dollars; 
Major, 33£ dollars; Captain, 26$ dollars per calendar 
month ; Lieutenants, 18 dollars ; Ensign, 134 dollars ; Ser- 
geant, 8 dollars ; Corporal, Drum and Fife, 7$ dollars ; Pri- 
vates 5 dollars. 

" Staff of Battalion : One Adjutant, 1SJ dollars ; one 
Quartermaster, 1S£ dollars ; one Chaplain, 20 dollars ; one 
Surgeon, 25 dollars. 

" The privates liable to be discharged at any time, on al- 
lowing them one month's pay extraordinary. 

" That each of the privates be allowed, instead of a boun- 
ty, a felt hat, a pair of yarn stockings, and a pair of shoes| 
they to find their own arms. 

'•' The men also to be furnished with a hunting-shirt, not 
exceeding in value one and one-third of a dollar, and a 
blanket, provided it can be procured, but not to be made 
a part of the terms of inlistment. Every man who fur- 
nishes himself with a good new blanket, to be allowed 
therefor two dollars, and have liberty to take it away at 
the end of the campaign, 

" Each Captain, or other commissioned officer, while in 
the recruiting service, or on their march to join the batta- 
lion, shall be allowed two and two-thirds dollars per week 
for their subsistence ; and the men who inlist while in 
quarters, before they join their battalion, one dollar per 
week, and when on their march to join their battalion, one 
and one-third dollar per week. 

" That a ration consist of the following kinds and quanti- 
ties of Provision, viz : 

"One pound of beef, or three-quarters of a pound of pork, 
or one pound of salt fish per day. One pound of bread or 
flour per day ; three pints of peas or beans, per week, or 
vegetables equivalent, at one dollar per bushel for peas or 
beans; one pint of milk per man, per day, or at the rate 
of 1-72 parts of a dollar ; one quart of spruce beer or cider, 
per man, per day, or nine gallons of molasses per one hun- 
dred men, per week ; half a pint of rice, or one pint of 
Indian meal per man, per week ; three pounds of candles 
to one hundred men, per week, for guards; twenty-four 
pounds soft, or eight pounds hard soap, for one hundred 
men, per week. Men in barracks to be provided with 
ci'ocus, and straw for bedding, fire-wood and iron pots. 

" For their march or campaign : A camp-kettle for every 
six men, and a canteen for each man. Arms and accou- 
trements for the men, viz : each a good gun and bayonet, 
cartouch-box, tomahawk, knapsack or haversack, and two 
bills. 

" Colours, drums, fifes, and a pitching axe, for every ten 
men, and intrenching tools, to be provided at the publick 
expense." 

Ordered, That the Secretaries get three hundred copies 
of the said Instructions printed, with all possible despatch. 

David Barclay, at the door, was admitted. He deli- 
vered a Letter from Colonel Joseph Drake, by order of 
some of the members of the Committee of that County, 
which was read and filed, and is in the words following, to 

wit: 

" New-Rochelle, January 2G, 1776, 

" Gentlemen : Agreeable to your directions, which I 
received twelve o'clock, last night, I went with a number 
of the members of the Committee of this County and. 
others, in search of the persons named in your letter, bm> 
have not had the good fortune to find them. The neigh- 
bours inform us that Lownsberry's son and Joseph Purdy 
are both in town ; the first went down by land, the latter 
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by water, in Flood's boat. William Armstrong and Wil- 
liam Sutton, both of Mamaroneck, are both suspicious per- 
sons, and also in town. We imagine they, with the two 
former, are there to hear what transpires from Lownsberry, 
in order to fly on board the man-of-war if suspected. To 
prevent their having information from this quarter, we send 
this, with all haste, by Mr. Barclay, that you may take 
such steps as you may think best. 

" We shall use our utmost endeavours to find out the 
aiders and abetters of so diabolical piece of work, and are, 
gentlemen, your very humble servants, 

"By order: "Joseph Drake. 

" To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety for the 
Colony of New- York." 

Thereupon an Order was made in the words following, 
to wit : 

Information being received by letter, from Westchester, 
that Isaac Purdy, William Armstrong, William Sutton, 
and James Loivnsberry, son of William Loivnsberry, are 
all in this city, and are persons suspected of being con- 
cerned in spiking up the Cannon beyond King's Bridge, 
in Westchester County, 

Ordered, That the said Isaac Purdy, William Arm- 
strong, William Sutton, and James Lownsberry, son of 
William Lownsberry, be apprehended and kept in safe 
custody, until they are, respectively, brought before this 
Committee, to be examined, or the further order of this 
Committee ; and, 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall cause this order to 
be duly executed. 

Mr. Sands, who is managing the lading of the sloop 
Sally, requested a permit. Thereupon a permit was given 
to him, in the words following, to wit : 

Mr. Comfort Sands is permitted to load the sloop Sally, 
Wilkie Dodge, Master, for the West-Indies, with flour, 
pork, hams, and bread. 

Die Sabbati, January 27, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Brewster, 
Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Clarke. 

Mr. Joseph Hallett, the Chairman, much indisposed, is 
unable to attend, and Mr. Sands forwarding the lading of 
' the sloop Sally. 

The Members of the Committee present conceive it their 
duty to pay some attention to the introduction of General 
Lee into this city, as a Continental General, and they are 
also of opinion that it will be politick. 

It was Ordered, That Captain Leary be requested to 
cause his Company of Light-Horse to hold themselves in 
readiness to ride out to meet General Lee, and attend him 
to this city. 

John Flood, the boatman, at request, attended, and being 
examined, says, that soon after he came to town, Oliver 
Roosevelt pressed him to go to see Lownsberry; that he 
went with Roosevelt, and Joseph Purdy went with him ; 
that Lownsberry asked Joseph Purdy to go to Mamaro- 
neck to bring down the files, and insisted on his going. 
That the examinant was unwilling to spare Purdy, and Pur- 
ely did not appear inclined to go. That William Sutton, 
Lownsberry, Armstrong, and James Vincent, who assisted 
him as a boatman, went up with him in his boat last trip. 
That Lownsberry went ashore at Frog's Point. That 
he, the said examinant, afterwards delivered all the things 
Lownsberry left on board, to his son, James Lowns- 
berry. That he does not recollect that he knew that 
Lownsberry had any files on board. That the examinant 
the other day, told Lownsberry he had used him unkindly 
to bring him into question, and asked him if he had car- 
ried up the files in his boat. That Lownsberry said yes, but 
that he believed that he (Flood) did not know it. That 
he, the examinant, left Joseph Purdy at the Barracks when 
lie left Loivnsberry. That Joseph Purdy afterwards in- 
formed him that Lownsberry told him the files were either 
a.t Isaac Gedney's shop, or at Flood's store-house, he did 
not know which. That his son had taken them from the 
boat, and be did not know at which of those places he had 
left them. 
' Joseph Purdy says that he was down at New-York be- 



tween three and four weeks ago ; that he does not remem- 
ber who were passengers in the boat at the time ; that 
Lownsberry was not on board ; that he went with Flood 
to see William Lownsberry ; that John Flood accused him 
with having carried up the files in his boat ; that Lowns- 
berry said Purdy could go and bring the files back ; that 
Lownsberry whispered to him that the files were either at 
Flood's store-house or in Isaac Gidney's shop ; that if he. 
went up he could find them ; that he is a smith by trade ; 
that Nicholas Morrell, reputed a Tory, is intimate with 
Lownsberry ; that he is not in debt a single copper to 
Lownsberry ; that Lownsberry did speak to Him to make, 
skeens for a cart, or to do other work ; that Isaac Gid- 
ney is reputed a Tory ; that he has heard that Lowns- 
berry has made himself very busy in publick matters. 

William Sutton says, that William Lownsberry is re- 
puted a Tory, and said to be warm on that side; that he 
does not know who are his most intimate friends now ; that 
when last in town he came down with cattle. Never heard 
him say any thing about the files ; has heard him disap- 
prove of the present measures, and think them wrong ; that 
Isaac Gidney has been very much opposed to the Ameri- 
can measures, but, of late, is more quiet ; that Gidney lives 
about a mile from Lownsberry. That he heard from a 
neighbour that one Strang, who was travelling in dis- 
guise, first mentioned the cannon being spiked in his 
neighbourhood. That Strang is of very indifferent cha- 
racter, and much in debt. 

William Armstrong says, that he lives on Rye-Neck, 
went up with Lownsberry, lately, in Flood's boat ; Loivns- 
berry had a handkerchief on board ; went on shore with 
Lownsberry and Sutton, at Frog's Point ; left Lowns- 
berry at Captain Broivne's; that Lownsberry never look 
an active part in the present troubles, disapproves of the 
present American measures, lives a mile and a half from 
the examinant. That the examinant does not know who 
is intimate with Loivnsberry. 

Joseph Purdy, William Sutton, and William Armstrong, 
were respectively, and separately discharged, as they were 
examined. 

Lieutenant Jacob Wright, of the Company of Minute- 
Men in Jamaica, on Nassau- Island, came into the Com- 
mittee. He agreed with them to make two hundred Car- 
touch-Boxes and Pouches, and belts of the best sort ; each 
of the cartouch-boxes to have holes for twenty-three car- 
tridges, to be made of good leather, equal to the pattern 
given to him. The belts to have a convenience for car- 
rying a sword. The price of the cartouch-box and belt 
to be sixteen shillings, each, and he is to have them ready 
in three weeks. 

Die Luna?, 10 ho. A. M., January 29, 1776. 

The following Members met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Tred- 
well, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Clarke, Mr. 
Sands. 

Mr. Sands informed the Committee, that the sloop Sally 
is ready to sail ; and requested a permit for Wilkie Dodge, 
Master of the said sloop, to go on board of the ships Asia 
and Phenix. 

Thereupon, a Certificate was given to him, in the words 
following, to wit: 

In Committee of Safety, New-York, January 29, 1776. 

Permit Wilkie Dodge, Master of the sloop Sally, to go 
on board of both His Majesty's ships in the harbour of 
New- York. 

William Allen, cordwainer, attended, and informed the 
Committee, that agreeable to their permission, he had been 
on board of the ship Asia, that the Captain desired him 
to make twenty or thirty pair of shoes, and bring them on 
board, and informed him he should want an hundred pair. 
The said William Allen, was told he might make those 
shoes, and take them on board. 

A Letter from a sub-Committee of the Committee of 
Westchester, dated the 26th instant, was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

"January 26, 1776. 

" A sub-Committee of the Committee of Safety for the 
County of Westchester, met at the house of James Besloy, 
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New-Rochelle, to wit : Abraham Guion, Esq., Colonel Jo- 
seph Drake, Stephen Ward, Jose Hunt, Henry R. Mire, 
Theophilus Bartow. 

'■ "John Gidney, of New-Rochelle, yeoman, sworn, and 
'examined ; saith, that on Wednesday, (one day last week,) 
William Lownsberry was at his house a little before sun- 
set; went away, and returned again late at night, he sup- 
prised about nine or ten o'clock, in company with one 
Joshua Gidney, son of Isaac Gidney, of Rye, and four 
others unknown to him, the deponent, and that they went 
from his house, he knew not where, but returned about a 
little before daylight the next morning. 

"John Hains, of the same piace, yeoman, sworn ; saith, 
that on Wednesday, the 17th instant, he saw the said Wil- 
liam Lownsberry, at the house of John Gidney, of New- 
Rochelle, tavern-keeper, a little before sunset ; he saw 
him go away towards Mamaroneck; the deponent saith, 
he afterwards, the same night, about nine or ten o'clock, 
met the said William Lownsberry, with five other men, all 
on foot, in New-Rochelle aforesaid, going towards New- 
York ; they all appeared to have handkerchiefs about their 
heads, and belts round their waists, over their coats. 

" Gentlemen, we, also, examined several others, but 
could not discover any thing from them of any conse- 
quence. We, also, despatched a company of men in quest 
of Joshua Gidney, but could not find him ; but we believe 
we shall be able to give some account of him before many 
hours. John Gidney has promised to appear before your 
honourable House, if called for. 

" We are, gentlemen, your humble servants. 
" By order of the sub-Committee : 

"Joseph Drake. 
"To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety for the 

Colony of New-York." 

. A Letter from the said sub-Committee of Westchester 
County, dated the 27th instant, was read and filed, and is 
in the words following, to wit : 

" New-Rochelle, January 27, 1 776. 
" Gentlemen : We send you herewith under safe guard, 
the person of Joshua Gidney, whom we mentioned in our 
letter to you yesterday, which we doubt not you have re- 
ceived. He has passed through an examination by us, but 
will not giic us the least information about the people that 
were with him and Lownsberry, at the house of John Gid- 
ney, though he acknowledges that he was there with Lowns- 
berry. We think him guilty, from his evasive answers and 
obstinacy. Though we should be sorry that any person 
should suffer innocently, through our channel, yet we think 
he deserves to suffer, at least what he must in being convey- 
ed to you, and probably a great deal more; for he said to 
us, once, that he did not choose to discover his companions ; 
he did not choose to bring trouble on his neighbours. It 
is needless to recite what has passed in every particular; 
therefore subscribe ourselves, your very humble servants, 

"Joseph Drake, 
" Theophilus Bartow, 
" Henry R. Mter, 
" Abram Guion. 

"To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety for the 
Colony of New- York." 

Ordered, That Joshua Gidney be brought before the 
Committee in the afternoon, to be examined. 

A Letter from Lord Stirling, dated on the 28th instant, 
relating to one hundred stand of Arms, and other matters, 
was read, and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

'' ,U _ "Elizabethtown, January 28, 1776. 

" Sir,:,! received your letter of the 25th, respecting the 
one hundred stand of arms, which you were to have sup- 
plied me with. 1 shall lay the letter before the Continen- 
tal Congress, and the Convention which meets this week 
'at Brunswick, in hopes that some other means may be 
taken for providing an equal number. A certain ship is 
lately arrived here with stores, some of which may, per- 
haps, be of use to the publick service, under your direc- 
tion ; I, therefore, subjoin a list of her cargo, in order that 
you may know whether any part of it will be useful for 
that purpose. The ship is about one hundred feet long on 
the main deck, and will commodiously carry twenty six 



and ten three-pounders. W. R. is well worthy of your 

confidence. 

" I have the honour to be, your most humble servant, 

" Stirling. 

" To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety at New- 
York." 

" 107 chaldrons of Coal ; 100 butts Porter, marked Cal- 
vert; 225 bags Beans; 156 sacks Potatoes; 10 casks of 
Sour-Krout; 80 Hogs; 35 empty Puncheons, for water.". 

Die LuniE, 3 ho. P. M., January 29, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Colonel McDougall, Mr. Scott, Mr. Tredwell, 
Mr. Brewster, Mt. Clarke. 

Joshua Gidney, who was ordered to be brought down to 
be examined, was brought in before the Committee and 
examined. 

Joshua Gidney says that he lives at the hither end of 
Rye-Neck. Being asked where he was on last Wednesday 
night a week, says he does not remember ; that he was in 
company with Mr. William Lownsberry, a day or two before 
he was apprehended ; that he neither knows who spiked 
the cannon, and was not concerned in it. Being asked how 
he spent last Wednesday night a week, to wit, the night of 
Wednesday the — instant, and where, he refused to answer 
or discover ; at length answered, that is nothing to cause ; 
he was asked if he was with Lownsberry that night ; he was 
frequently asked, but gave no answer; after a long time 
answered, he was with him one night, but does not know 
what liight ; was then asked at what time of the night, and 
at what place he was with him; after frequent asking, was 
silent ; being asked if he was at John Gidney's house lately, 
in the night, with Lownsberry, answered yes, but does not 
know fn what night ; being asked who, also, was with him ; 
after frequent asking, was silent, and did not answer ; being 
asked where he was towards day that night, was silent ; 
being asked if he has any estate, says yes, about five hun- 
dred pounds ; he was repeatedly told not to accuse himself, 
but to, answer as to all other persons; being asked if he 
was at John Gidney's about day-breaking, was entirely si- 
lent; being asked who was with him at John Gidney's, is 
silent i being asked whether he is under any oath to keep 
secret, says he is not ; was charged not to accuse himself, or 
any innocent man ; on appealing to God for his innocence, 
was asked if he would appeal to God that he does not know 
who was at John Gidney's with him, refused to answer. 
He was frequently assured of the protection of the Com- 
mittee, and other protection that should be necessary if 
answered truly and frankly the questions asked of him. 

Ordered, That Joshua Gidney be manacled and shackled 
hands and feet, and kept in safe and secure custody, at the 
Upper Barracks, until the further order of this Committee, 
and in the interim that no person be suffered to speak to 
him, but in the presence of the officer of the guard, and 
that ro letter or paper writings be permitted to pass be- 
tween the said Joshua Gidney and any other person, or 
persons, whomsoever, and that he be denied the use of pen, 
ink and paper; and, 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall see that this order 
be duly executed. 

Colonel Lasher attending, informed the Committee, or 
Members present, that the greater part of his corps of Offi- 
cers have agreed that it will not suit them to go into the 
Continental service on the terms offered. 

William Lownsberry examined, says that he and Joshua 
Gidney, and others, went to disarm the cannon with sledges ; 
that wpen they came to a house near the..cannon, they 
heard people at work at them ; that they waited some time, 
heard them at work, and turning them, as they judged by 
the noise ; that when he came to the guns, he found thein 
spiked, and the touch-holes turned downwards ; that when 
he and the others went up towards the cannon, the men 
went 6ff; that he called to them, but they went off down a 
hill towards the blacksmith's, and then into the road, and 
toward s King's Bridge ; that there was light in the smith's 
kitchen ; that the people who went with him had caps on ; 
that Gidney was concerned in the design, and went with 
him with the design to disarm the cannon with sledges; 
that he had the files bought with design to spike up the 
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cannon ; that he is uncertain whether he, or Joshua Gid- 
ney, first concerted the design of disarming the cannon ; that 
he does not know ihe other persons who went with him; 
that they were in Mamaroneck, on the road ; that they were 
at John Gidney's about ten o'clock that night, and at day- 
light, as they returned ; that he and Joshua Gidney had 
spoken and conferred on the subject ; that Joshua Gidney 
spoke to the other persons of the party; that two of those 
persons were Josiah Burrell and William Hains ; that he 
is not certain, but that he believes the two others were the 
sons of James Hains; that they had caps on; he had the 
cape of his coal about his head ; that the light was at Val- 
entine's kitchen, and about one or two o'clock in the morn- 
ing ; that he was not put on this scheme by any person ; 
ihat he and his party had two sledges with them ; that they 
got one sledge out of Flandereau's shop, and the other out 
of Gidon's shop, at New-Rochelle ; that some of the com- 
pany went and got the sledges; that Flandereau's was 
taken without the consent of the owner; that he dropped 
'the design of spiking the guns, because he found it would 
fee troublesome, and thought the other would do as well ; 
that he spoke to Isaac Gidney to work the files, and make 
the spikes, but he said it would be a great deal of trouble, 
"ana declined it ; that there were five or six persons who 
went off" from the guns ; that this was on last Wednesday 
night was a week, a very cold night, so cold that men could 
hot stand longer than half, or three-quarters of an hour in 
his opinion ; that he intended to disarm the guns, that the 
communication between the country and city might be kept 
open. 

Joshua Gidney, called in again to be examined, and 
asked how many sledges his party had ? At first did not 
answer, arid then said he did not do the fact. After some 
time, Confessed that he went from John Gidney's, with a 
party, towards the cannon near Valentine's, with a party who 
'designed to render them useless. Came there an<;l found 
men at work at them ; that there were two or threp of his 
party went up towards the cannon, and the party vyent off 
to the westward from the cannon; that then he jsnd his 
party came to the cannon, and found them spiked ; that he 
heard of the scheme of disarming the cannon of Josiah 
"Burrell, who came down to the man-of-war; that the first 
person he ever heard speak of rendering the cannon useless, 
was William Lownsberry, and, afterwards, Josiah Bur- 
rell spoke to him about it, and other people also.; That 
Josiah Burrell 'jives at Rye-Neck. That Josiah Burrell 
went on board of a ship to the Governour, and said he spoke 
to the Governour, who said it must be done, to render 
those cannon useless ; that Loivnsberry, afterwards, told 
him the same, and, he believed, spoke to the Governour, 
also ; that Isaac Gidney also spoke to him about having 
'the camion destroyed ; that Loivnsberry and William Sut- 
ton, Esq., spoke about disarming the cannon ; that Es- 
quire Sutton seemed to be fond of it ; that this is since 
Sutton went home to appear before the Committee. That 
William Lownsberry was the first person he ever heard 
propose the disabling them with sledges; that this was soon 
after Godfrey Hains came home from on board of the 
man-of-war; that Burrell told him he had had conversa- 
tion with the Governour, and that he advised disabling the 
cannon ; that he heard Lownsberry had been on board of 
the Governour's ship about a week before this affair hap- 
pened ; that Isaac Gidney informed him of this; and that 
the Governour advised him to destroy the cannon, and said 
it would save the city and prevent its being burnetl down ; 
that Burrell and Lownsberry told him, if it was done, they 
would be well paid for it. That there were six persons in 
his party lo the cannon, to wit : William Loivnsberry, 
himself, Josiah Burrell, William Hains, James Hains, 
Jun., and Thomas Hains. That one sledge was taken 
out of a shop at Flandereau's, and John Gidney borrowed 
the other sledge of Guion, a blacksmith ; that they found 
the cannon near Valentine's spiked up; that he carried 
spikes a part of the way, which he received of Lownsberry 
to carry ; that it is his opinion that Isaac Gidney made 
them ; that Isaac Gidney and Joseph Purdy had t)een at 
work at mglit, and they gave him abag with iron, and said, 
.here is. something for William Lownsberry; that he gave 
it to Lownsberry, and he assisted Lownsberry to carry 
them ; that when they came to a parcel of euns on the 
hill near Valentine s, they found five or six men nt work 



there, and the guns spiked up. That they returned and 
spiked those at Williams's; that William Hains, and James 
Hains, Jun., spiked them ; that there were upwards of 
fifty spiked there ; that he believes William Lowmberry 
had the management and direction of their party, and that 
he was called their General. That when they came to a 
little house near Valentine's, they heard people at work; 
that when he and his party came near Valentine's, there 
was light ; that the party at work at the guns left them, 
and came towards King's Bridge, and passed by him, 
walking very fast and close together; that he did not be- 
fore know that any party but his own were engaged to 
spike up the cannon ; that he supposes they live in that 
neighbourhood. That he believes the bag of spikes he 
received were made in Isaac Gidney's shop ; that haac 
Gidney and Joseph Purdy went in there to work one eve- 
ning, and the next evening they were brought out of the 
shop and delivered to him, near Isaac Gidney's shop, a lit- 
tle time before he and his party set off to go to the cannon. 
That the party who left the cannon near Valentine's, were 
in dark coloured clothes ; that he thinks they were coun- 
trymen of their County ; and that William Lownsberry said 
he believed he knew one of them. That he believes it 
was, and took it to be, the same bag which he received of 
Isaac Gidney and Joseph Purdy, which they brought with 
them to the cannon ; that he received it a little before they 
set off to the cannon ; that it was a violent, cold night ; that 
Burrell assisted to turn over the cannon ; that Lownsberry 
had a hand-spike; that he assisted to turn over some of 
them ; that they concluded it would make too much noise 
if they struck on the arms, to disarm them and break off 
the trunnions, and, therefore, spiked them. 

William Lownsberry, being again called in and exa- 
mined, says, the last time he saw Governour Tryon, was 
after new-year ; that the first time he saw Governour Tryon, 
was on board of Sutton's sloop ; that he went to see Sutton, 
and the Governour came there ; that in January, when he 
came down with cattle, he went on board of the Govern- 
our's ship ; went to see how things were ; saw the Attor- 
ney-General there ; that he had not any conversation about 
spik'mg up the cannon ; that he does not remember that he 
told any person that he had had a conversation with the 
Governour about the cannon ; that he was not concerned 
in spiking up any cannon. Being asked how many can- 
non his party spiked up, he was silent. At length, said, 
the guns at Williams's were spiked up; that Joshua Gid- 
ney and Josiah Burrell went down to spike up the can- 
non, and, as he understood, they found so many cannon 
they had not spikes enough ; that Joshua Gidney told him 
so ; that he had no hand in getting the spikes made, and 
does not know who made them ; that he does not know 
who brought the spikes ; that on the day before the spiking 
the cannon, Burrell spoke to him about, and said he had 
mind to have it done, and that he, the examinant, told him, 
that he did not think any smith in the County would make 
the spikes ; that when he received the spikes, he did not 
know who made them ; that he understood then, that all 
the guns at Williams's were spiked ; that Gidney and the 
Hains's spiked the cannon at Williams's, and that he assisted 
in turning them. That he had not any business on board 
of the Governour's ship ; did not go to sell beef, and went 
alone. 

Ordered, That the said Prisoners be recommitted to the 
Barracks. That the order as to the confinement of Joshua 
Gidney, be mitigated as to his being manacled and fettered 
in the day. 

The Committee are of opinion, unanimously, that Jo- 
siah Burrell, William Hains, James Hains, Jun., and 
Thomas Hains, the persons who assisted to spike the Can- 
non at Williams's, and Isaac Gidney and Joseph Purdy, 
the smiths who made the Spikes, ought to be apprehended 
and brought before the Committee. And that Valentine, 
and all the men in his family, should be examined, in order, 
if possible, to discover the persons concerned in spiking 
the Cannon at Valentine's. 

Thereupon a draft of a Letter. to.Colo.neJ /osepA Drake, 
requesting him to apprehend the first party above-named, 
and a draft of a Letter to the.Oftjcer of the Guard, at the 
Bridge, were respectively read and approved, and are, res- 
pectively, in the words following, to wit : 



ammUmamttSja 



mug,, 
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= ¥ ~ — -?S™M °f= Saftty, New-York, January 29, 177& vertised, and pot out of protection, made his submission to 
r r?iRj_We liave^abtajned evidence against Josiah Bur- this Committee, acknowledged his contrition for his past 
veil, William Mains, James Mains, Jun., Thomas Mains, conduct, and engaged to behave amicably to the cause of 
(sons ot^James Mains,) Isaac Gidney, the blacksmith, and his country. Whereupon, he was publickly restored to 

his former standing, during his good behaviour. 



Joseph Purdy, that they have been concerned in spiking 
up the cannon near Williams's. 

._. We request you to have all those persons apprehended, 
and. senA here .under a proper guard. We send you this 
by express, to prevent delay, or any of them having a 
longer opportunity to escape, 

..- We are, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servants. 
•< , By order of the Committee. 
To.CoIonel Joseph Drake. 



We have not the least information that the said Jacob 
Mott has, by any means, forfeited the protection of his 
country, or swerved from his engagements, since his re- 
storation. In our opinion, sound policy dictates the most 
tender treatment of a reformed penitent. 

We are informed that the said Jacob Mott has been in 
custody, and is under bonds to you. We request, sir, thai 
the said Jacob Mott may be released, and permitted to re* 

^ n^K r > r^r K»» ^ ' ,i ri, j i • i ,ain nis arms > unless y° u should find thai he has forfeited 

rWS- 1 ! ». ?0PJ' thereof be engrossed, and signed his Iate engagements/and that the said Jacob Mott may 
^y the Chairman, and transmuted by Sampson Dyckman, be treated ^> h as moch , en ;, y „-- ln — prudence, 

may conceive to be consistent with your duty and instruc- 
tions, with which we would by no means be thought to 
interfere, in any article whatever. 

We are, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servants. 
To Colonel Heard. 



8s an express. 

A draft of a Letter to the Officer of the Guard at the 
Cannon, at King's Bridge, was read and approved of, and 
is jn the words following, to wit : 

fi Sir : You are hereby requested to apprehend Isaac Va- 
lentine, the blacksmith, with his servant or journeyman, 
and all the men which belong to his family, and send them 
down to this Committee to be examined. Endeavour to 
have them prevented from having any conversation with 
tfach other after they are apprehended, or on the way to 
New- York. , 

We are, respectfully, sir, your very humble servants. 

* By order of the Committee. 

Tojhe Officer, commanding the Guard at the Cannon, near 
King s Bridge. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by Sampson Dyckman. 

„j , rj'). ; Pjo Martis, 10 ho. A. M., January 30, 1776. 

. ,; The .Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

r , Presep^ : Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. 
Tredwell, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Sands, Mr. Clarke. 

^George Shannon was brought before the Committee 
with a number of Proclamations, and Papers, and Pamph- 
lets, which, Tie says, he received of Goverrrour Tryon. He 
says he lives at Dover, in Dutchess County; that a horse 
mM stolen from one Ross, in Dutchess County; that they 
came to look for the horse; that the Govemour <*ave him 
the Pamphlets, and King's Speech and Proclamation, to 
take to the country. 

'•:i' l >. • ■ • ■_•*''• • • • '■.'■ Ross. That they were in pursuit 
of a thief whp stole a horse; that they supposed the thief 
^S?,, 00 . board °f ?he. men-of-war ; that the thief stole 
o^eg and sold them, and went off to New-York; that 
a horse of his. ..brother is since stole, they suppose by the 
same thief; that they came to search after the horse and 
thief; supposed that the thief was on board the King's ships; 
ji»«it ihey asked if there was any harm to go on board, and 
'was informed, there was not; that they went on board, and 
waited till they had an opportunity to see the Gorernour 
and inquire if he knew any person who had come on board 
of his or the other ships, who had stole a horse; that he 
dirj not receive any papers of the Governour ; that Govem- 
our Tryon inquired how the people stood affected in the 
County where he lived. That he is to bear the expense 
of 'Shannon. ; 

John Buchanan and Nicholas Carmer were examined. 
Thereupon, the said George Shannon and Ross were dis- 
charged, and their papers redelivered to them. 
F "Captain John Sands, from Cow- Neck, informed the 
Committee that Jacob Mott, who had made his submission 
to this Committee of Safety, and been restored, was taken 
into custody and detained by Colonel Heard, and is now 
under bonds of five hundred Pounds, and his arms demand 



Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and car- 
ried to (he Chairman, to be read and signed, and trans- 
mitted by Captain John Sands, 

3 ho. P. M., January 30, 1776. 

Present: Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Tredwell, Sir. Clarke, Mr. Sands. 

A Letter from Jonathan Blake, commanding the Can- 
non Guard beyond King's Bridge, was read and filed, and 
is. in the words following, to wit: 

, "Tho Guard at the Liberty.PoK January 29, 1776. 

"Gentlemen: According to your desire, I have sent 
down ',Mr. Valentine and son, and journeyman, under 
guard of seven men, and should be glad of a small rein- 
forcement, as the duty of the men is very hard, on account 
of their numbers. 

" I ^m, with the greatest respect, your humble servant, 
f "Jonathan Blake. 

" To Joseph Mallett, Esq., Chairman of the Committee 

of Safety, New-York." 

Ordered, That all the said persons be brought before 
this Committee for examination. 

Isaac Valentine, being brought before the Committee to 
be examined, says, that he lives in Westchester County ; 
that the guns lie about four hundred or five hundred yards 
from Ivjs house, in a field ; that he does not know whether 
his sop, or servant, was at home on last Wednesday night 
a week ; that, on a Sunday, his brother, who lives near 
the guns, informed him that, if he had been at his house 
last nijjht, he would have heard nuisick, and informed hi.ru 
that he; heard the guns every now and then ring, sometimes 
at one end of the parcel of guns, and sometimes at the, 
other; that he knows William Lownsberry ; did not see 
bim, or Joshua Gidney, at his house that night; does not 
know who spiked the guns; that John Williams came, 
down to his house, and informed him that the guns at Wil- 
liams's were spiked up ; that, at his request, they went to 
the guns in his field, and found them spiked. 

William Diclcin : Says he is an Englishman; lives with 
Isaac Valentine; was at home on last Wednesday night a 
week ; had not a light at one or two o'clock, that night ; 
that he sleeps in the old house, now called the kitchen; that 
he thinks Mr. Valentine's son was at home that night; 
did not see any persons come in there late; that his young 
master says a drover came to their house, and first told him. 
the guns at Williams's were spiked up. 
_ Isaac Valentine, Jun.: That he has not signed the Asso- 
ciation, but is hearty in the cause of his country ; does not 
know William Lownsberry; has seen Joshua Gidney but 



e.I. The Committee are; of opinion that it is not good once, to his knowledge; was at home last Wednesdaim^hi 
policy; to use those seventies to Jacob Molt, unless he has a week ; does not know what light was in the house ; Wws 



misbehaved since his restoration 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Co\or\^\ Heard was 
read, and approved of, and is in the words following to 

wit : * ' . ' ° . 

•';',„ : i|n Committee of Safety, New-York, January 30, 1776. 

Sm: Jacob Mott, of Queen's County, who, by the re- 
solves of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, was ad- 
Foubth Series. — Vol. iy. qq 



nothing about spiking up the guns; that the guns are two 
hundred and fifty yards from his father's house; that a 
drover, from New-England, first told him, in an evening, 
that the guns were spiked ; that, next morning, John Wil- 
liams came down, and informed his father that the guns 
near his house were spiked ; that they went and founa? 
them spiked. 
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=i ;i,™ii-iii; 1^,1 „Pi? MeTcurii, 10 ho. A. M., Japnsuy SI, 1776. 

— The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Colonel Mc- 
Dougall, Mr. Scolt, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brewster, Mr. 
Tredwell, Mr. Sands, Mr, Clarke. 

- A" Letter from "Colonel James McClaughry, of Lit 'tie- 
Britain, Ulster County, dated 23d instant, was read and 
filed, an37s in the words following, to wit : 

" Little-Britain, January 23, 1776. 

''Gentlemen: I/eceived a letter from the honourable 
the Provincial ^Congress, bearing date the 16th October 
Tjjst, relative to fixing a place of rendezvous for the regi- 
ment under my command, in case of an alarm ; in conse- 
quence of which, I called together all the officers of my 
fegiment, and have fixed the place of our rendezvous at 
'N^w- Windsor, but find, on examination, that it is impossi- 
Tble the jnen. can appear properly equipped,_for want of 
immQnTrjpn ; tnerelbre, request that a small magazine be 
fojroe dju tlu; jplace of rendezvous, under the direction of 
strati persons as you shall judge proper. 

" I am, gentlemen, with much esteem," your most obe- 
dient and very humble servant, 

" James McClaughry. 

" To the Committee of Safety for the Province of New- 
York, in New- York. 

" P. S. Should have answered the honourable Congress 
sooner of this matter, but did not receive their.favour until 
the 24th ultimo." ~ 

*•" A Letter from Judah Harlow, of the 26th instant, cover- 
ing a Receipt or Certificate from Captain Daniel Den- 
ton, late Captain in the Third Regiment of the New- York 
Troops, Bnd also the said Receipt or Certificate, certifying 
that the late Company of the said Daniel Denton had 
eaten three hundred and fifteen meals of victuals at t'he said 
Judah Harlow's, for which he had not been paid, wer»e read. 
■A Letter from Mom* Gale, of the 27th instant, cover- 
ing a Certificate of Daniel Denton, late Captain of the 
Third Regiment, dated 26th of August last, and also the 
said Certificate, certifying that the late Company of the 
said Daniel Denton had eaten one hundred and sixty-four 
meals of victuals at the house of the said Mpses Gple, for 
which he had .not been paid, were read. L _ 

The Committee are of opinion that, consistent wirTi their 
late Resolution, and Letter to their Delegates, they ought 
not now to take upr their time with, or interfere in, Ac- 
counts. * The Committee further conceive that tliey are 
not authorized by any Resolve of Continental or Provincial 
Congress to pay for billeting, at one shilling per meal, and 
therefore ordered that the said Letters and Certificates be 
relumed io the owners by Mr. B rewster. 

Mr. Nicholas Low applied for a Permit to laile the 
Briganline New-York, on account of Mr. Isaac froyer- 
tteur. Thereupon, a Permit was delivered to him,' in the 
words following, to wit : 

"" In Committee o'fSafety, New. York, January 31, 1776. 

The Briganline New-, York, Captain John Walkejf, Mas- 
ter, is hereby permitted to lade at this port with Provi- 
sions and Lumber., ,' .,...., 

A Letter from the Delegates of this Colony at the Con- 
tinental .Congress was read and filed, and is in the words 
following, to wit: _ 

; V i, • "Philadelphia, January 27, 1776. 

. "Gentlemen : : The Congress this day received a letter 
from General Lee, apprising us of his intended march into 
New- Xp,rk, in obedience to orders from General Wash- 
ington, favouring us, at the same time, with a copy of your 
letter to him on this subject. 

" 4 s : . w : e perceived it was General Lee's intention imme- 
diately to proceed to your city, and that you thought such 
a pleasure dangerous to the lives of the inhabitants,, and in 
Other. respects unseasonable, we thought it our duty to 
a'pply For a Committee of Congress to examine iijto the 
expediency of the expedition, and to give such directions 
as, upon consulting you and the General, might appear 
most prudent and advisable, 

" Colonel Harmon, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. Allen, are in- 
trusted^ vvith i tjiis important business, a choice which we 
approve, having the highest sentiments of their humanity, 
patriotism, and judgment. We are well satisfied that every 



mart oT respect will be shown to fliem by your body, as 
well as by individuals, not only on account of their great 
merit, but because the employment in which they are now 
engaged immediately regards the safety and preservation 
of the Capital of our own Colony. 

" We acknowledge the receipt of your favour, this day, 
respecting the scheme of protecting the navigation by 
cruisers, at the Continental expense. When you are made 
acquainted that this and other Colonies have engaged in a 
similar plan, at their own Provincial charge, you will per- 
ceive the proposition to be attended with difficulty as pro- 
ceeding from us. The deputation from Congress will, 
however, give you an opportunity of representing the pro- 
priety of such a measure, as calculated to prevent the sup- 
ply of provisions to the fleet and army employed for the 
enslaving these Colonies, and the necessity of stationing 
some of the Continental cruisers in the places you may 
suggest. This will bring on the inquiry where such ves- 
sels can mosLconveniently be had, and your purposes may 
be answered very effectually, as we are confident that 
every thing which they recommend will have the greatest 
weight with the Congress. 

"The several matters communicated in your letter by 
Mr. Foster will be answered by that gentleman, when he 
returns, which will not be till the beginning of next week. 

" We have the honour to be, with great respect, gentle- 
men, your most obedient, humble servants, 

" James Duane, 
" Williaji Floyd, 
" Henry Wisner. 
" To the Honourable Committee of Safety, New- York." 

A Letter from William Floyd and Henry Wisner, Esq., 
two of the Delegates at Congress, was also read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit: 

" Philadelphia, January 27, 1776. 

" Gentlemen : We send you by favour of the Commit- 
tee who are going to New- York, twelve thousand five hun- 
dred dollars, for the raising a regiment destined for Canada; 
the other is for Mr. Lewis, from the Marine Committee; 
which be pleased to deliver to him, and you will oblige 



your very humble servants, 



" Willtam Floyd, 
" Henry Wisner. 



{'To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman of the Com- 
"rhittee of Safely, New-York. 

" P. S. .Also, one hundred and twenty-nine and four- 
tenths dollars, to be disposed of by Mr. Lewis." 

Ordered, That Mr. Scott and Colonel McDougall be 
a Committee to wait on the honourable Committee of the 
Continental Congress, and inform them that this Commit- 
tee is ready to wait on them, to confer with them at such 
time and place as they may please to appoint. 

Messrs. Scott and McDougall returned, and informed 
this Committee, that the gentlemen from the Continental 
Congress request a copy of General Lee's Letter, as soon 
as possible ; and that as soon as they shall have heard from 
General Lee, they will inform this Committee of the time 
and place to confer with them. Messrs. Scott and Mc- 
Dougall further informed the Committee, that Philip Liv- 
ingston, Esq., is ready to take care of. the money brought 
for Francis Lewis, Esq., and has directions from Mr. Lewis 
for that purpose. 

Thereupon, Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, 
Esq., as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Co- 
lony, or his Deputy, wait on Colonel Harrison, Mr. Lynch, 
and Mr. Allen, the Committee from the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress, and receive from them twelve thousand 
five hundred dollars, sent from Continental Congress, for the 
Regiment to be raised for the service in Canada, and give 
those gentlemen a receipt for the same. 

And Ordered, further, That the said Treasurer, or his 
Deputy, receive of those gentlemen the further sum of one 
hundred and twenty-nine and four-tenths dollars, and pay 
the same to Philip Livingston, Esq., on account of Fran- 
cis Lewis, Esq., and take Mr, Livingston's receipt for the 
same. 

And Ordered, That the Secretaries furnish a copy of 
General Lee's Letter to the Committee of Congress, with 
all possible despatch. 

Ordered, That Jecamiah Allen get the Cannon near the 
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house of John Williams, and also those near King's Bridge, 
removed to the larger parcel at Valentine's, so as to have 
them all brought together, for the greater convenience of 
guarding them, and drilling out the spikes; The Commit- 
tee "agrees" "with Mr. Allen, to allow him twenty shillings 
a piece for cfearing, and unspiking the Cannon beyond 
King's Bridge, and removing the Cannon from John Wil- 
HgMs's_lo_the_. larger parcel, and Mr. Allen agreed to re- 
rnove_jthoje _Guns, and cjear and unspike the whole, at 
twenty shillings each. Mr. Allen is also requested to 
remove the Guns, at or hear King's Bridge, to the larger 
parcel, at as little expense as possible, for which he is to 
be paid the expense. And Mr. Allen is further directed, 
riotjo clear or unspike any Gun but such as, when cleared, 
will be ju,for_use. 

i Colonel Lasher delivered in a Memorandum of such 
Officers "in his Regiment as are willing to go into the Con- 
tinental service, which was read and filed. 
1 Colonel Lasher was informed that a Committee of the 
honourable the Continental Congress are come to this 
city, on a service relating to this city and Colony only ; 
that it would . be..a requisite honour to them to station a 
gnard, of at least two sentinels, at their door in the day, 
apd a sergeant's guard to attend there, as a guard, every 
night. 

A Memorial of Frederick Hartett, setting forth his for- 
mer rank and services in the Army ; offering his services, 
and requesting a commission of not inferior rank to that in 
which he had formerly served, was read and Sled. 
1 A Memorial o(John Willey, offering his service as a 
Captain in the Continental service, was read and filed. 

Ordered, That the Memorandum delivered in by Col- 
onel Lasher, and the Memorials of Frederick Hartell and 
John Wylley, remain on file, to be taken up again when 
an arrangement of Officers may be forming, for Officers, of 
the Regiments to be raised in this Colony for the Conti- 
riental service., 

" ; " 3 ho. P. M., January 31, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, 
. . Present:. Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Colonel Mc- 
JJougall, Mr. Scott, Mr, Tredwell, Mr. Brewster, Colonel 
Brasher, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Sands. 

A Return of an election of the Officers of a Company of 
Militia, signed by Arthur Parks, Chairman of a Committee 
in Hanover Precjnct, was. read and filed. The Officers 
thereby returned are James Milligan, Captain ; John Hun- 
ter, First Lieutenant ; Matthew Hunter, Second Lieute- 
nant; and Robert Bums, Ensign. 

Ordered, That Commissions issue for those gentlemen, 
according to the Return. 

James Lattin, a Lieutenant in one of the Minute-Com- 
panies. 'in.Ulsfer Coupty, who delivered jn the above-men- 
tioned Return, informed the Committee that William Good- 
£ion, the Ensign. of the Minute-Company, of which he is 
.lieutenant, had unfortunately lost his Commission, and ear- 
nestly requested that another Commission might be given 
tojiim,. '..'.. . "]' "'".". ._ '."^..'. ' ....".". 

'Qrde.rgd, That the Secretaries make out another Corn- 
mWtpn jqr Ensign William Goodgion,ot the same date and 
tenor as his .former Commission. , "'....'. 

Whereas, the Provincial Congress of this Colony ap- 
pointed Messrs. Jacobus Van Zandt, John Vanderbilt, and 
Comfort Sands, to load certain Vessels on Provincial ac- 
count, and despatch them in order to obtain articles neces- 
sary for the defence of the Colonies ; and Mr. John Van- 
derbilt haying undertaken, and nearly completed, the load- 
ing of one of the said Vessels, so that she will be speedily 
ready to sail, informs the Committee that he has advanced 
a large sum of. money, and stands in need of cash, as well 
to reimburse the cash he has already advanced, as to com- 
plete the lading of the said Vessel., and requests an order 
on' the Treasurer for one thousand eight hundred Pounds 
on account ... 

Thereupon, Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, 
Esq., as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Co- 
lony, advance to Mr. John Vanderbilt the sum of one 
thousand eight hundred Pounds, on. account, Tind take Mr. 
VahderlQl's receipt for the same. ^ 



A draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this Colony at 
Continental Congress, was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety, New- York, January 31, 1776. 

Gentlemen : We have to acknowledge the receipt of 
your favour, by the Committee of the Continental Con- 
gress, who are arrived in this city. You may be assured 
of our readiness to pay them that attention which is due to 
them, both in office and person. We have ordered our 
Treasurer to receive of them the money which they had 
in charge to deliver to us ; that part of it which is destined 
for raising the battalion intended for the Canada service, 
we shall despatch, under proper care, and without delay, 
to General Schuyler. The battalion must, for the most 
evident reasons, be raised in the northern quarter; and 
for the same reasons, the money must be there, lodged. 
Lest General Schuyler should not have been furrjis.hed with 
the resolves of Congress on the subject of that battalion, 
wehawg Ipng since transmitted copies to him. The other 
small sum we shall take care to have handed to the Ma- 
rine Department. 

The people of Richmond have been, so far, compliant, as 
will be seen by the enclosed papers^ We mean not, nor 
do we suppose our Congress will determine on their ca.se, 
which is now before the Continental Congress. We intend. 
only tq state to that respectable body the case as it now 
stands, and, on this head, would only add, that the interdict 
now operates against them, and that probably their Depu- 
ties wilj not be received by our Congress, till the sense of 
the Continental Congress can be had.QBJhe.subject, which 
we beg to be furnished with as soon as possible. 

We beg leave to renew your attention to the Want of a. 
Paymaster at this post, about which, we wrote _to you at 
least three weeks ago. We find.inconvgniences inc.rease upon 
us daily, from our being obliged to go into that department 
o.f service, which gives us. more pain from.a consideration^ 
that we may, for want of due information, err, than from an. 
unwillingness to do business. that dpesjiot properly fall to 
our lot. . 

We are gentlemen, respectfully, your very humble ser- 
vants. ; 

By order of the Committee. 
To the JVeto- York Delegates in Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the 'Chairman, and transmitted by post. 

A draft of a Letter to General Schuyler was read and 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

' In Committee of Safety, New-York, January 31, 1776. 

Sir: We had the hoppur, sometime since, of transmit- , 
ting to _you a resolve of Congress, for reducing the batta- , 
liens. n.o\v in Canada to two, and for raising a new battalion 
for the Canada service, under the commandof Coloijel Van 
Schaick. This regiment must, for the most evident reasons, 
be raised in the northern quarter; and we flatter, ourselves 
you will look to the appointment of the officers, for whom we 
shall, w'Jhout delay, make out the necessary commissions;^ 
(forwh.^n we are possessed of blanks,) as soon as you will 
favour bs with a roll for that purpose. 

We have received from Congress twelve^ thousand five ' 
hundred dollars, to be employed in recruiting Mr. Van 
Schaick's Regiment. The same. reasons which show the] 
necessity of raising it in your country, points "but to us the 
propriety of sending to you the money allotted for that 
service. We accordingly send it to you by Messrs. Joseph 
Jadwin^snA Gilbert Giles. We beg you will take the ne- 
cessary" receipt in duplicate, and transmit one to us. . _ 

We must beg leave to remind you of the" inconvenience * 
arising from the want of a Paymaster at this post. We can- 
not, as 'well from a regard to our own ease," as :an attention 
to the siafety and despatch of publick business, any longer 
engage in the discharge of a duly in which, for want of pio- * 
per information, we may err, mid which is. totally without 
our department. 

-We nre, sir, respectfully, your most obedient and very 
humble servants. 

ByorderoftheCommitt.ee. . 

To Majjor-General Schuyler. 

.Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. -.--.:--.-- 
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ti r- -•;>; -iwi^i t. Die Jovis, 10 hp. A. M., Tebruary 1, 1776. 
'■ The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Joseph Halletl, Chairman, Col. Brasher, 
Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Brewster, Mr.Clarke, 
Mr. Sands, Mr. Tredwell. 

,, A.Ltetterfrom Jonathan Blake, an officer of the guard 
at the Cannon beyond King's Bridge, was read and filed, 
3nd is in the words following, to wit : 

"Head-Quarters, in Westchester, January 31, 1776. 

? - " Sib : Colonel Drake having delivered Joseph Purely 
into our custody, I take this early opportunity of sending 
him to New-York, under a proper guard, which I hope will 
meet with your approbation. I remain, sir, your bumble 
servant, Jonathan Blake." 

*, Ordered, That the said Joseph Purdy be brought im- 
njediately before this Committee, to be examined. 
' Joseph Purdy examined ; says he was going to Mama- 
roneck; that Isaac Gidney asked him to stop ; that he stop- 
ped about two hours ; that he was in the shop ; that Isaac 
Gidney was making something of steel, which he said was 
hatchel-teeth ; that they were as large as pipe-stales, or 
larger, like those now shown to him ; that be assisted to 
make some ; that it was in the latter part of the afternoon ; 
that he does not know who, they were for; that he does 
jibt know that _ he was not there next day, or netft eve- 
ning ; that Gidney did not tell him who the spikes were 
ior ; that he drew the teeth out sharp ; that he thought 
they were finished ; that Isaac Gidney put the teeth in a 
bag, in the shop, and they went down together to Mama- 
fdneck; that he does not know Isaac Gidney's business to 
Mamaroneck; that a cordwainer from Westchester was at 
Flood's, one that runaway on account of Weyman's boat ; 
and Joseph Todd was there ; that he did not ever hear any 
conversation about the cannon, until he heard they were 
spiked; that the spikes were in a two-bushel bag, and he 
supposes there were eight or nine pounds weight in it; 
that he did not then suspect what the spikes were design- 
ed for, but did afterwards suspect that they were designed 
to spike up the cannon. ,; ^ 

Ordered, That the said Joseph Purdy be sent to the 
Guard-House, at the Upper Barracks, and that he be pre- 
vented from. speaking to any person, or receiving, or'gfving 
out any paper writings whatever, or having the use of pen, 
ink or paper. i 

Colonel Waterbury, of Connecticut, being at the> door, 
was introduced. He delivered a Letter from his Excellency 
General Washington; and Colonel Waterbury informed the 
Committee, that the gentlemen who are a Commiittee of 
the honourable Continental Congress, request that Mr. 
Scott and Colonel McDougall do wait on them immedi- 
ately. Colonel Waterbury withdrew. 

The Letter from General Washington was Tead and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Cambridge, January S, 1776. 

" Sir : Having undoubted intelligence of the fitting out 
of a fleet at Boston, and the embarkation of troops from 
thence, which, from the season of the year and o 3r cjr- = 
cumstances, must be destined for some expedition soiuth of 
this, and having such information as lean rely on, tljat the 
inhabitants of Long- Island, in your Government, (or a 
greater part of them,) are not only inimical to. the: rights 
and liberties, qf^ertca, but, by their conduct and publick 
professions, ha\'e discovered an apparent inclination to lend.: 
an helping hand to subjugate their fellow-citizens to Minis- '_ 
teiial tyranny, Ihere is the greatest reason to believe that 
this armanierjtjjf not designed immediately against the city 
of New-York], , is, nevertheless, intended for Long-Island. 
' "t haye," therefore, thought it expedient to despatch 
Major-Geriera) Lee, with such volunteers as he can q uickly 
assemble on "Ksniarch, (for I Jiave not troops to spare from 
hence, ifl'tib distance : and time would admit of it,) in order 
to, put the city of $eit>-York in the best posture of defence 
the season and circumstances will admit of. 

" ^ife .'ilSJL 1 ^ Ji°« s, which I have desired him to. lay 
before you, Ishall beg leave to refer, firmly persuade d that 
your honourable body will give every assistance in< thejr 
power to facilitate the end of his coming, as there needs 
no other argument than a retrospective view of "the* con- 
duct of tlje Mmisiejial troops in t Boston, and the conse- 
quences resulting from it, to prove what a fatal slab it" would 



give to the interests of America, to suffer the city of New- 
York to fall into the hands of our enemy. 

" I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, hum- 
ble servant, .. ~ w 

" George Washington. 

"To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety of New- 
York." 

Colonel McDougall and Mr. Scott went to wait onanJ 
confer with the Committee of tUe Continental Congress.* 
After some time those gentlemen returned, and reported 
that the said Committee informed them that they were sent 
here by Congress, and that General Lee, with his troops, 
were coming here to take measures, and consult with this 
Committee, for the defence of this city and Colony, and 
not to commence any actual hostilities ; that seven hun- 
dred men, of General Lee'* troops, are on their march to 
this city; that part of those troops will be in town this 
evening, and the others to-morrow ; and those gentlemen 
request to know whether this Committee will provide for 
the reception of those troops, and receive them into the 
Barracks, 

Debates ensued on the said Report and Request, and 
thereupon, 

Mr. Sands moved, that the Troops now on their march 
from Connecticut to this City, shall be stopped in their 
march, until this Committee shall confer with the Com- 
mittee of the Continental Congress on that matter, and 
consider thereof. 

Debates ensued on the said motion, and the question 
b.eing put thereon, it was determined in the negative, in 
manner following, to wit: 



For the Affirmative. 
Colonel Brasher, 
Colonel McDougall, 
Mr. Sands— 3. 



For the Negative. 
Mr. Seolt, 
Mr. Brewster, 
Mr. Clarke, 
Mr. Tredwell— 4, 

Mr. Scott then moved, and was seconded, that General 
Lee's Troops be admitted to come into the City of New- 
York, and be lodged in the Barracks, as they cannot be 
otherwise provided for; but, that they come into this City 
upon condition that they be under the direction of this 
Committee or the Provincial Congress, until a full confe- 
rence of this Committee or the Provincial Congress whh 
the Committee from the Continental Congress, and Major- 
General .Lee, and until further order to be taken thereon, 
with the consent of this Committee or the Provincial Con- 
gress, or further direction of the Continental Congress. 

Debates arose on the said motion, and the question being 
put thereon, it was carried in the affirmative in manner fol- 
lowing, to wit : 



For the Affirmative. 
Mr. Scott, 
Mr. Tredwell, 
Mr. Brewster, 
Colonel McDougall, 
Mr. Clarke— 5. 



For the Negative, 
Colonel Brasher, 
Mr. Sands— 2. 



Ordered, therefore, That General Lee's Troops.be ad- 
mitted to come into the City of New- York, and be lodged 
in the Barracks, as they cannot otherwise be provided for ; 
but that they come into the City expressly upon condition 
that they be under the direction of this Committee or the 
Provincial Congress, until a full conference of this Com- 
mittee or the Provincial Congress, with the Committee 
from the Continental Congress, and Major-GeneralLee, 
and until further order to be taken thereon, with the con- 
sent of this Committee or the Provincial Congress, or fur- 
ther direction of the Continental Congress. 

*Notes of the Conference taken in the Committee.Chamler. 

Chairmc: — That their answer to the order of the Committee oc- 
casioned this conference. We think it inconvenient that the troops 
should come in without consent, unless under their direction. 

Answer. — That they were sent by Congress to consult with General 
Lee, and the Committee in pursuance of having received from General 
Lee a copy of the letter of this Committee ; that Congress were before 
unacquainted with the matter ; that they were Bent at the request of 
the Deputies.of this Colony; that the troops coming into town tg night," 
and something about stores were the reasons for sending them. 

Scott. — We will always obey the orders of Congress. 

1st. But the duty and dignity due to our constituents forbid the .in. ; 
troduction of troops without our consent. 

2d. It is our duty to guard against trouble and inconveniences. 

We are surprised that troops should come in contrary to General 
Lee*8 promises. 

We apprehend great difficulties, General Lee indisposed. 

We cannot trust every man at the head of troops. 

Tyranny from every quarter is equa], 

The Committee produced their credentials, which give. them the com. 
mand. 
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A Letter from Colonel Thomas Palmer, dated 25th in- 
stant, was read and filed, and is 'in the words following, to 
wit : 

" Newburgh, January 25, 1776. 

" Gentlemen : The Convention for this County, at their 
last session, passed a resolve that no person shall inlist un- 
der a Minute-Captain in any other town or precinct within 
this County, except that in which he resides. What views 
the Convention had in passing this resolve, I know not; 
but the consequences resulting from it is already too con- 
spicuous to our damage, as it is the only means whereby 
two Minute-Companies, now recruiting, (the one in New- 
Windsor, and the other in Newburgh Precinct,) cannot be 
filled up, as their former mode having been to fill up their 
ddfnpaiiteS out of the different precincts, in such manner as 
to be nearest their officers, and most compact and handy for 
exercising their men, which, in my opinion, is the most eli- 
gible ; and, in that way, the companies which are already rais- 
ed, and whose lime wont expire until Spring, were filled up, 
and a considerable part of those companies made up out of 
the precincts of New- Windsor anANmeburgh, so that the 
two compafiles now recruiting, being under the restriction of 
the said County resolve, cannot obtain a competent number 
of men. And, even suppose we were just now setting out 
to raise Minute-Men under the limits of such a resolution, it 
would be most absurd in its nature, as the number of the 
Militia ape more or less according to the extent and popu- 
larity of the town and precincts, and the fourth of the Mi- 
litia, in some, may not amount to a company, and, in others, 
more, and, perhaps, not quite two companies ; so that it is 
absolutely necessary that the Minute-Captains may raise 
their companies any where, (at least,) within one Militia- 
Regiment, in which he may reside. 

This affair is likely to make much uneasiness; and had 
this not happened, the companies would easily been made 
out, without the disagreeable necessity for balloting, agree- 
able to your late resolve, which will be a step that many 
begin to grumble at, for, some say, by that means there is 
3 compulsion on men who are disaffected to the cause, as 
well as to such other persons as the circumstances of their 
families, &c, may render it disagreeable to be obliged to 
turn out; and acts of constraint ought, if possible, to be 
avoided. I must, therefore, beg you will take the premi- 
ses into your immediate consideration; anil, should you be 
of opinion with me, that the said resolve is attended with 
the consequences aforesaid, that you will be pleased, by a 
resolution of your House, to counteract the same by a line 
to the Chairman of the said Convention, or by some such 
other ways and means as, in your wisdom, you may judge 
best, t need not remind you that the resolves of the County 
Conventions and Sub-Committees within this Province, are 
ever subject to your approbation or disapprobation. 

" I beg leave to observe, with the utmost concern, that 
nomeastires are yet going on for expediting our fortifications 
at Pooplopen's Point. The river being now frozen, so 
that the limber for the barrack, which now chiefly lies at 
New- Windsor, may be carried in sleds down to Poop/o- 
pen's Point, which is most necessary, in order for a house 
for labourers, and no better time than the present for col- 
lecting other necessaries back in the woods, and bringing 
them on the spot, in order for the fortification. 

" I am, gentlemen, with due respect, your most obedient, 

and most humble servant, ,.„, „ 

" 1 homas Palmer. 

"To the Honourable Committee of Safety, New- York." 

Die Jovis, 3 ho. P. M., February 1, 1776. " 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Mr. Joseph Hallelt, Chairman, Colonel Mc- 
Dougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 
Clarke, Mr. Sands, Mr. Brewster. 

A Letter from the Delegates of this Colony at Conti- 
nental Congress, was read and filed, and is in the words 
followiiig, lo wit : 

* " Philadelphia, January 30, 1776. : 

"Gentlemen: We ; hau~"the Ur >nour of writing to you 
yesterday'lby Mr. Lynch. We. in,. 1 ~" , « to say a 

weird of two respecting the case of Mr, Host*. ... &pny as 
we ate 'that ihe privilege granted byoiVFCOTventTf'Rlo that 
gentleman has led him into inconTeniericesf yet ttie re- 



straint uporr exporting live stock is grounded upon such 
solid reasons, and appeared so essential to Congress, that 
we are persuaded it will be 7n vain to ask for a relaxation 
in this or any - instance. We have consulted some of our 
Congress friends, who are of the same opinion, and have 
satisfied Mr. Foster that it will be to no purpose to make 
the proposition. " 

" We hope, however, you may think of some method of 
putting it in his power, in another way, to make up his 
josses, which will give us particular pleasure. 

" The other matters contained in that despatch, we shall 
consider and act upon with all diligence. 

" We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 
gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servants, 

J' James DyANEi 
" Henry Wisser, 
"William Floyd. 

"To the Honourable Committee, New-York." 

A Letter fromjrtje Coinnm'fXee IJTj&ngsion, in Ulster 
County, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

*' Kingston, January 27, 1776. 

"Gentlemen: We have received the prisoners sent to 
us by Captain Van Wyck. After perusing your letter 
and orders relative to the prisoners, we ordered a guard of 
our Grenadiers to take them, and sent them, pursuant to 
your orders, to our jail, where they will be safe, we think. 

" In any respect, where we can be of service to the cause 
of American liberty, we cheerfully and willingly will do, to 
guard against the machinations, schemes, and stratagems, 
of the common foes of the American liberty. 

" We respectfully remain, gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient. By order of the Committee present: 

" William Elsworth, Chairman. 

" To the Honourable Committee of Safety, New- York." , 

A Letter from Messrs. Harrison, Lynch, and Allen, in 
answer to the order of this Committee, relating to the intro- 
duction of General Lee's Troops,^as reacTand filed, and is 
in the words following, to wit : ""- : ~ rr 

" New. York," February 1, 1776. "" 

" Messrs. Harrison, Lynch, and Allen, present their com- 
pliments to the Committee of Safety of this Colony. They 
have received the order of their Board, but are under a 
necessity of informing them that they cannot .undertake 
that the troops commanded by General Lee shall be under 
the entire direction of the Committee or Provincial Con-; 
gress, as that would be to exceed any powers lodged in 
them by the Continental Congress, . They cannot sec the^ 
propriety of this order, after the conference had by them* 
with Colonel McDougall and Mr. Scott, and the assurances 
given those gentlemen this morning." 

A Letter from Colonel Waterbury, on the same.subject, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" February 1, A, D. 1776. 

" Gentlemen : I have received your orders respecting 
the admission of the troops under General Lee into the^ 
Barracks of this city, and, in reply, must inform you that I 
have no authority to give up the entire direction of them to 
the Committee, without orders from the General,. In_'he 
mean time, the troops are hourly expected, and, as the 
weather requires that lhey should be put immediately un- 
der coyer, I shall, on their arrival, march them into the- 
Barracks. Every care shall be taken to preserve good_ 
order and exact discipline among d hem, until the Genera! 
comes, when 1 shall submit this an*,/ to his determination,.: 

" This, by yours to serve, ,, ;.... - 

" David Water *CRY, Jun., Colonel. 

"To the Honourable Committee ■: f Safety, New-York." 

On .reading the Letter of Mess j^Harrison, Lynch, and 
Allen, a Committee of the hoii Table Continental Con-; 
gress, and the Letter of Colonel 
thjs Committee requests the fa' 
feregce with Messrs. Harriso 

hereby inform them that, tf"- 

at the Assembly Chambc ___ \ Tt all, and are ready 

& atten d guch conference, atj">y place 'hose gentlemen 



/aterbury, now received, 

s jr of an immediate con- 

Lynch, and Allen, and 

'novf'm'et'in Committee,' 



may pfcase to appoint. 
Ui-Ured, That one of the Secretaries wa't on Messrs. 
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Hqrrism. Lynch, and Allen, with a copy of the above 
jequest. 

«'i Mr. Benson, one of the Secretaries, returned, and in? 
formed this Committee that Messrs. Harrison, Lynch, 
and Allen, will wait on this Committee, in the Assembly 
Chamber. 

Mr. Sands, one of the sub-Committee appointed by the 
Provincial Congress to freight a Vessel to the West-Indies, 
with provisions, &tc, to purchase arms and ammunition, 
reports, that, in pursuance of said appointment, he has 
freighted the Sloop James Richard, Pooler, Master, for 
St. Eustgtia, belonging to Stephen Thome, and loaded her 
Villi provisions, as per invoice, amounting to seven hun- 
dred and seventy-seven pounds seven shillings and nine 
pencey consigned to Mr. Samuel Curson, merchant, there ; 
that the freight of said sloop is, as per agreement, three 
pounds ten shillings per ton, merchant's tonnage; and in 
Case said sloop is seized by the Ministerial army or navy, 
in consequence of carrying provisions to. said Island, the 
Congress are to pay to Stephen Thdrne, ibr.?aid sloop, th_e 
Mm of five hundred pounds, as per agreement annexed. 
He, further reports that, by order of the Committee of 
Safety, he nas loaded the Schooner Polly, Mattheic Van 
Alstyne, Master, whereof Abraham_ P. Loti and Matthew 
VanJ^styne are owners, for Martinico, Guadeloupe, and 
St. Eustatia. with provisions, as per invoice, amounting to 
6hS thousand two hundred and seventy-eight pounds two 
shillings and ten pence, consigned to said master, to pur- 
chase arms and ammunition ; that the freight agreed for 
is three pounrids ten shillings per ton, merchant's tonnage ; 
"and In case said schooner is seized in consequence of car- 
rying provisions to said Islands, the Congress are to pay 
to Abraham P.JLott and M. T r an Alstyne the sum of five 
hundred pounds, as per agreement, also annexed. As, 
also, has loaded the Sloop Sally, Wilkie Dodge, Master, 
whereof himself is owner, for Curacoa, with provisions, as 
per invoice, antounting to one thousand one hundred and 
thirty-two pounds eight shillings and eleven pence, con- 
signed to Mr. Isaac Governeur, merphant, there, to pur- 
chase duck, flints, and ammunition; that the freight of 
said sloop is as. the former, at three ponnds ten shillings 
per ton, merchant's tonnage; and in case said sloop is 
seized Inconsequence or carrying provisions to said island, 
(he Congress are to pay for said vessel to said Comfort 
Sands .the sum of six hundred and fifty pounds. 

He further./eports, that in order tpget said vessels out 
of thjs port, he has been obliged to give bonds to the Cus- 
tom-House to land said cargoes in some of the English 
Islands in l}\ejVest-lndies, and requests the Committee of 
Safety will indemnify him from said bonds, 

Mr. Sands, delivered in the agreements made by him 
for the respective vessels above-mentioned, and the invoices 
and bills of lading, and papers relating to the said several 
vessels ancl cargoes, which are now filed.. 

The above Report heing read, and fully approved of, 
the Committee agrees that the said Report, and the several 
agreements therein mentioned, stand confirmed, and be 
considered as the agreements of the Committee of Safety, 
made for and on behalf of the Provincial Congress of this 
Colony, and on their account and risk. 

And Resolved, That the said Comfort Sands shall be, 
and hereby is, fully indemnified by this Committee of 
Safety, and the Provincial Congress of this Colony for the 
time being, against any bonds which he has entered into 
at the Custom-House for the said vessels and cargoes, or 
on account of lading an ! sending them to sea, or either of 
them; "and that, in cast any costs or damages shall accrue 
or be suffered by the 'aid Comfort Sands, or his repre- 
sentatlvesj'by means of intering into such bonds, or either 
of thent, all such costs r ol damages as may arise, happen, 
or accrue by means then ^ shall, be borne by this Colony ; 
ahd O^ald Comfort 'Sa % having nowdelivered In the 
acfidirnfso uhe cargoes ^ , ,'adings of the said several ves- 
sels, amounting, in the wT^' e ,to ihesum of three thousand^ 
D JL9,NMfP M$d eighty-' ven pounds eighteen shillings 
a^ejeyjen pence, and tlr'. in credited the sum of two 
thpjiranO^yehunfed ^cejved by virtue, of an 

ofter p/ jh Qto v.inciai y^,. - , of "iht 19th December: 
last, whereby "a'baiance_of six hundred and eighty^ven 
nounds.eightejp sjiilHngsand e \ even pence S.sta fed P cdiy, 



the said Comfort Sands, the Committee not having hitherto 
had time to examine and audit the said account, that Mr. 
Sands may not continue so large a sum in advance for the 
publick service, 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, pay to 
Comfort Sands, on account of the Moneys he has ad- 
vanced for the publick service, by order of the Provincial 
Congress and of this Committee of Safely, in purchasing 
the Cargoes for sundry Vessels, the sum of six hundred 
Pounds on account, and that Mr. Livingston take Mr, 
(Satin's receipt for the same. 

Messrs. Harrison, Lynch, and Allen, the Committee of 
the Continental Congress, attended the Committee, and 
were introduced. The Committee of Safety informed 
those gentlemen that their answer to the order of this 
Committee occasioned this conference. The Committee 
of Safety, on their part, suggested that, as General Lee, 
by his letter, had informed them that he would delay the 
main body of his troops on the frontiers of Connecticut 
until after his arrival ; that as those jrpops are introducing 
into the Colony, without any particular order of the Contfc 
nenfal Congress known to this Committee, and Major- 
General Lee, who was to have preceded those troops, and 
had the command of them, detained by Indisposition, the 
Committee of Safety conceive that those troops ought not 
to be introduced into the city on any other condition than 
under their direction ; that the dignity of this Colony iff 
the Continental Union, and their duty to their constilii- r 
ents to preserve their liberties, and prevent any manoeu- 
vre or accident that may endanger the safety of the city, 
or cause the removal of the inhabitants at this incle- 
ment season of the year, in their opinion, forbids the 
introduction of those troops on any other condition, for the 
present. 

The gentlemen of the Committee of Continental Con- 
gress then informed this Committee that Congress, in con- 
sequence of having received a copy of the letter of the 
Committee of Safety to General Lee, had appointed them 
a Committee to confer with General Lee and this Com- 
mittee ; that no service or rnatter whatever should be un- 
dertaken by those troops, until such conference had. They 
then produced their credentials from Congress, whereby 
the directions of those troops are given to the gentlemen 
of that Committee. They further assured the Committee 
that General Lee, knowing that they were here, by his in^ 
structions to Colonel Waterbury, had directed those troops 
to be under their command ; that they would, as far as in 
their power, take care that the troops should be kept urr- 
der good government and discipline until General Lee's 
arrival, and for that purpose they hacT given particular 
directions to Colonel Waterbury. 

The Committee thereupon were satisfied, and declared 
they were contented, as those troops are under the com- 
mand of the Committee of Continental Congress. 



Die Veneris, 10 ho. A. M., February 2, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Colonel Mc- 
Dougall, Mr. Brasher, Mr. Bretpsier, Mr. Sands, Mr. 
Tredwell, Mr. Clarke. 

Colonel Curtenius attended by request. He informed 
the Committee that he had examined the one hundred 
Muskets at Mr. Jecamiah Allen's, which were directed for 
Lord Sterling, and that they are good and in order. The 
Committee being further informed that Jecamiah Allen 
has fifty other Muskets ready, and that he requests an 
order for one. hundred Pounds pp. account, . 

Thereupon, Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livmgston, 
Esq., as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Co-: 
lony, advance to Mr. Jecamiah Allen the sum of. one hun- 
drecL.Pounds, on account of moneys due to him from the 
Provincial Congress for Muskets, and that Mr. Livingston 
take Mr.. Jecamiah Allen's receipt for the same. 
^Ordered, That Coloji.e' Cyrtenias, as Commissary of 
the Provincial .C"" " '", o(. 'this Colony, purchase all the 
gp^ ilfu.' ' ^ A jrelocks, fit for use, that lie can pro- 

cure, and^tliat he direct the Gunsmiths not .to sell any 
MuskeTs ff u t of this Colony. 
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3 ho. P. M., February 2, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Joseph Halleit, Chairman, Colonel Mc- 
Dougall, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Clarke, Col- 
onel Brasher, Mr. Sands. 

A Letter from Colonel Joseph Drake, dated the 31st 
January, and received yesterday, was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

"January 31, 1776. 

"Sir: 1 received yours, per express, yesterday. Last 
night, sent and apprehended Josiah Burrell, Thomas 
Hains, and Isaac Gidney, whom 1 have sent forward to 
you, under guard. The others have not been apprehend- 
ed yet, but shall endeavour to have them secured, if pos- 
sible. 

"I am, sir, ydur very humble servant, 

" Joseph Drake. 

" Ho Joseph Hallett, Chairman of the Committee of Safety, 

New- York." 

Ordered, That the said Josiah Burrell, Thomas Hains, 
and Isaac Gidney, be brought down to this Committee for 
examination. 

Josiah Burrell: Says he lives on Rye-Neck ; that he 
knows William Lownsbury. Being asked, who was with 
him when he spiked up the guns, answered, that he does 
not know who was with him ; that he knows nothing about 
spiking up the guns. On Wednesday, the 17th ultimo, in 
the night, William Lownsbury, Joshua Gidney, Thomas 
Hains, James Hains, Jun., William Hains, and himself, 
were at 'John Gidney' s; that he did not carry any sledge 
or sledges ; does not know whether any were carried ; does 
not know who spiked up the guns. Being asked, if the 
company had any sledges, answered, that it could not be 
worth while to carry sledges. 

Isaac Gidney : Says he lives on Rye-Neck; is a smith ; 
never worked up any files for William Lownsbury; does 
not know of any person who did work them; that Wil- 
liam Lownsbury and Josiah Burrell employed him to make 
hatchel-teeth ; that he made them of steel; that he made 
about two hundred ; made them of bar-steel ; that he did 
part of tne work in \be day and part in the evening ; that 
Pie worked only one evening ; that Joseph Purdy assisted 
him that evening; that he had not any intimation from 
Lownsbury what those hatchel-teeth were for, or that they 
were for spiking the cannon. That he never delivered 
them in a bag; that he never declared to any person that 
they were in a bag ; that Joshua Gidney came to his shop 
and took the bag ; that after the hatchel-teeth were made, 
he had a mistrust what they were for ; that Lownsbury 
asked him to work files to make hatchel-teeth ; that he told 
them they were unhandy to work; that this was before 
Lownsbury brought him the steel ; that he made about fyvo 
hundred spikes; that he did not think they looked like 
hatchel-teeth, but that Lownsbury gave him a sample to 
make them by ; that he never saw any hatchel-teeth so 
large; that people call him a Tory ; that no other person, 
to his remembrance, was present when Joshua Gidney took 
the bag ; that Joshua Gidney took the bag ; (hat he is un- 
certain, but thinks he asked for Lownsbury' s bag; that lie, 
this examinant, answered it was there, he could take it; 
that Joseph Purdy assisted to make them. 

Thomas Hains: That he lives at Rye-Neck; is a son 
of James Hains ; that he did not go with William Lowns- 
bury and others to spike up the guns; was not with them 
at John Gidney's; that he knows nothing about the mat- 
ter; never was at the cannon. 

Josiah Burrell being again examined, says, he never saw 
any cannon spiked, and does not know who spiked them; 
after some time, acknowledged that he did meet with Wil- 
liam Lownsbury, Joshua Gidney, Thomas Hains, Isaac 
Hains, Jun., and William Hams, at Joshua Gidney's; 
that they came as far as Valentine's, and in return, some 
of their party went to the guns; that he did employ Isaac 
Gidney to make hatchel-teeth, very large; that he had 
about sixty made ; that he afterwards threw them away, 
and does not know where they are. Being frequently 
asked, acknowledged that their parly did set out with a de- 
sign to spike up the guns; that he came la New-York 
when the vessel laid up in the North-River ; that he went 
on board of a vessel there; that a person there spoke to 



him about spiking the guns; that he does not know the 
man ; that he went on board of a sloop to see Hains; that 
he went on board of the Governours ship, to deliver a let- 
ter for Avery, the Minister at Rye; that James Hains told 
that he afterwards went on board of the said sloop, and 
heard the same matter about spiking the guns spoke of by 
some person. , • ■ 

Thomas Hains called in, and confronted with Josiah Bur- 
rell. Thomas Hains says he knows Josiah Burrell. Jo- 
siah Burrell says he is the Thomas Hains who went with 
them fo the guns, and was along with them. 

Josiah Burrell says he never was promised any reward 
for spiking the guns ; that he has signed the Association, 
soon after its first appearance for that purpose ; that he 
does not know who got the spikes; they all assisted to carry 
them ; that he does not know who got the sledge ; that he 
never .saw the guns spiked, and does not know who drd.it; 
that there were six of the party, and does not know which 
of - i spiked them; that, after going from Valentines, 
h then ew the hatchel-teeth which he got made into Bron^ 

l t.hv-; 

^Tho0as Hains called in again and examined, acknow- 
ledges thu-t lie was at Joshua Gidney's, in the evening, 
about a mohJ-h ago; that James Hains came in there t; that 
they said they were going to take a walk; asked hi.rUo 
go and did not know what they were going about; that 
tl '— /alked twelve miles from where they set out, and so 
ft Wv that he came to Gidney's about evening ; that Wil- 
li trhJvmbury, Joshua Gidney, Josiah Burrell, William 
I ffM rind James Hains, were with him; that he does 
n Iai„,* who spiked up the guns ; that they had caps on ; 
tl ot fcn^ad a Dutch Kilmarnock cap on ; wore it to keep 
h lat S warm ; did not know that his party spiked up the 

g> *ns e %rcd, That the prisoners, Josiah Burrell, Thorns 
1 Ord and Isaac Gidney, be remanded prisoners to tbe 
L,lai, ls *s. and kept in safe and secure custody ; and 
\£a"W, That the said Josiah B^sfTtema. 
Hains be severally manacled and shapklf d, hands and fee , 
and-- jctly guarded until the further prter ofjh.s ^mrnji- 
te ■ -*• td, in the interim, that no person be suffered jo 
sr e \ a Io them, or either of them, or to th^aidjsaac G^ 
n ,eak Jit in the presence and. hearing of the officer of the 
E W f and that no letter or paper writings be permitted to 
p lass between either of the said prisoners and WX °*«- 
p erson, or persons, whomsoever, and that each of Ahem be 
d ienied the use of pen, ink and paper. 

~ iered, That Colonel McDougall see that ttys, order, 
b ' executed, ['■'■"■' : :;: : -■■---■■-■ 

e d Die Sabbati, 10 ho. A. M., February 3, 1776. 

Committee met pursuant to adjournment, 
ent : Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Colonel Mc- 
1 ?7, e 7Z, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Brewster, Mr, Clarke, Mr. 
Syhes Mr. Oothoudt, Mr. Scott. . -' v 

iiel McDougall informed the Comrniitee, .tha^tjie, 
-ntal Congress have two pair of brass Field-Pieces 
ut not entirely finished ; that one pah oQTiose Can-, 
a wanted, immediately, at the Camp, at Cambridge ; 
<e Continental Gun> are. at least as good as thoseof 
jlony ; that it will forward the service, to send off two, 
brass Field-Pieces, of this Cojony, with their .gaj- s 
immediately, to be replaced by those _now finding 
: Continent, if that should be agreeable |o : this Corn-. 

reupon this Committee freely CQnseptsJthat pne pair 

brass Field-Pieces, with their carriages, be lronieoi-.. 

jrwarded to General Washington, in .such mariner; as 

Livingston, Esquire, shall think proper to d»efit. 

.etter from Arondt Van Hook, setting forth .hjs 

offering bis service as a Captain in. the Troops to be 

in this"Colony, and a Letter from, Henry .Q..MV- 

and William Smith Livingston, recommending tjie 

aron Van Hook,hv his mental quahficajions, were 

id filed. , ., , 

3 rs Garret Abeel, Patrick Dennis, L and 4fefffta»» 
ctr'hoff, a sub-Committee of the C~ity Corvee, 
nl.and came into this Committee, and infprrnqd^at 
on was yesterday evening made an^ seconded in 
Committee, to delay the exportation of Flax-Seed, by 
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Smith Ramadge, who lias purchased from Nicholas Low 
a privilege to export thai article for Ireland, as part ol the 
exports allowed for the Powder imported in a vessel of 
Isaac Governcur's L unU\ the sense of the Continental Con- 
gress is known ; that finally the City Committee had di- 
rected rtiei/ suJ>Cjjmmittee to make inquiry on that sub- 
ject, of all tRe Continental Delegaies now in this city, and 
of this Com mittee of Safety. They, also, further inform, 
that Mr. Harrison, one of the Continental Delegates, bad 
informed them that ..the .Commiiiee_ ol 'Philadelphia had 
laid that matter before Congress very lately, but that no 
determination was given thereon when he left Congress. 
. Jlfh e said sjjl>Cpm mi ttee further mentioned, as given to 
ttieni ujcbiirge tolntorm this Committee, that their Com- 
mittee have a sub-Committee to examine and inspect all 
exports; that sundry vessels are lading, and have been la- 
ded; that when called on by their Committee, the shippers 
only answer that they have leave of the Committee of Safe- 
ty; by means whereof the Association may be eludf d, and 
that attempts of that kind have been made. 

Thereupon this Committee informed the sub-Committee 
that they would write to the Delegates of this Colony on 
the subject of the Flax-Seed, and 

Ordered, That one of the Secretaries give a certificata 
to M_essrs v BancJcr ajnd Ray, the sub-Committee of this 
City, for exports of the amount, in value, to which Isaac 
Gover neuF s consignatory is allowed to export pr<j,ici*r, 
gnd that the like certificates be given by the Secretaries ifl 
any future cases of this kind. 

. Two Prisoners were brought to the door by several tff 
the inhabitants, and were ordered to be brought in. 
Thomas Vernon, one of the prisoners brought in. \ 

Stephen Steel examined as witness, says, that last Sunv* 
mer, as he was returning at different times from tr a inin» ; » 
this Thomas Vernon told him he hoped to see Light- Horse? 
raised here, and that, as he had been formerly of ^uch a 1 
corps, Governour Tryon would put him into the T.jobf- 
Horse, and they would drive the Americans; that he lias 
heard him often say he would take up arms against the 
Americans whenever he had an opportunity, and sp- ~ L " of 
spilling their blood ; that Vernon frequently goes or I 

of the ships-of-war; that since he was taken up am 
ried before the City Committee, he heard him, near 
tor Jones's, threaten the Americans, and very often s[u<sxt 
against the Americans. ; 

Thomas Vernon says, he went on board of the men-of- 
war by Governour Tryon's order, and was on board of 
them yesterday, and delivered two thousand oyste.-rs on 
board of each ship. Vernon says he will fight for either' 
King or country, wherever he can get pay. 

Stephen Steel further says, that Vernon was with his 
boat, at the off-side of the man-of-war, and laid alongside' 
some time; that the man-of-war did not bring his boat to 
that evening, as she was returning to the city, though she 
brought the other boats to; that when he came on sHom, 
Vernon acknowledged he had been on board, and said i it 
was to carry his bedding on board. Stephen Steel farther 
says, he saw sixty shot in his yard, and a boy toltf him 
afterwards that they were carried on board of the m:an-of- 

war, and that they were then gone out of his yard, '_ 

Lawrence Brasher, another witness, declares he has 
frequently, at different times, heard Stephen Steel d eclalre 
the same facts about Vernon which he has now test'tfiecJ. 

Gufrney Ten EycJc : Says he was hired by Thomas, Ver- 
non, has been three days in the boat ; that he assisted the 
said Thomas. Vernon, and, by his order, to put two thou- 
sand oysters on board of the Dutchess, and two thousand 
on board of the Asia, and two thousand on board of the 
Phenia;; that this was yesterday ; that the night before 
last they lay with their boat alongside of the Dut.chess- 
of-Gordon, and the ships' boats from the man-of-war came, 
and they delivered four thousand oysters on board of their 
boats; that yesterday Vernon withhis boat went alongside 
of the different men-of-war; that he, the; said Guerney Ten 
Eyck, went by order of Vernon, and hopes he is not cul- 
pable. Ten Eyck further says, that he did not know that 
the boat was to go on board of, or to the man-of-war, when 
he left the shore in the boat. 
The prisoners were taken out. 
Gywcy Ten Eyck called in, was told from the Chair 



that if he is found going on board again he will be punish- 
ed according to his demerits, as it is against a Resolution of 
Congress ; that he be very careful, for the future, of his 
conduct. 

He was, thereupon, discharged. 

Ordered, That Thomas Vernon be conveyed to the 
Guard-House, at the Barracks, and that he be there con- 
fined in safe custody, and that he provide himself with pro- 
visions at his own expense, until the further order of tins 
Committee. .... 

Dio Sabbati, 3 ho. P M., February 3, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Mr. Scott, Mr. 
Brewster, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, Colonel Mc- 
Dougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Oothoudt. 

Samuel Isleton, the pilot, returned from the Hook, and 
informs that he is just landed from the Hook; that about 
eleven o'clock, the day before yesterday, viz, on Thurs- 
day last, he saw a large ship off, about east-southeast from 
the light-house, twelve or fourteen leagues from the Hook; 
appeared so large that he took her for a man-of-war ; that 
yesterday morning she lay at anchor without the outward 
middle ; that yesterday afternoon about three or four o'clock, 
Francis James's pilot-boat came near said ship, and beat 
round under her lee, and, as he supposes, put a pilot on 
board; that the said pilot-boat beat round her several times, 
and about four o'clock the ship got under way, and came 
up within the middle, and came to an anchor about eight 
o'clock last night within the middle; that they saw a second 
large ship this morning, off about eight or nine leagues from 
the Hook, as he imagined ; that the ship he left at anchor 
has bright sides and quarter-pieces, no head; has a mizen- 
topgallant yard across; does not appear deep loaded ; that 
James's boat took the pilot out of the Pennsylvania-Far- 
mer and proceeded to the ship ; that James's boat came up 
yesterday and went down to-day; that the schooner Ten- 
der went down this morning with a pennant hoisted, and 
jack at bowsprit end ; when the schooner came within a 
mile of the ship he hove her ensign out, and the ship hove 
her ensign out ; that the schooner proceeded and anchor- 
ed near the ship, and was there when he came away ; that 
he met James's boat near the buoy, at the west bank, this 
day, as she was going down ; that they heard one gun fired 
on their way up ; Killigrove, or one of his company, car- 
ried out the Farmer; Jack SquiJlion was, also, taken out 
of Mr. Lowther's sloop by James's boat. 

A draft of a Letter (at the request of Ph Hip Living- 
ston, Esq.,) to the Committee of Stamford, in Connecti- 
cut, was read and approved of, and is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

Gentlemen : By the bearers, whose names are under- 
written, we send you two pieces of brass ordnance, with 
their carriages and harness, for the Continental service at 
Cambridge. Please to give a particular receipt for them 
to the bearers, and forward them with all possible expedi- 
tion to General Washington, directing the persons by whom 
you forward them to take receipts for them as they deliver 
them. 

We have been directed to forward them in carts or 
wagons, to prevent jarring the fellows of the wheels or in- 
juring the carriages, and to forward them by land. It will 
be necessary to forward them by every means that will be 
most expeditious, and to take great care that the trunnions 
of the field-pieces are not broken or injured, nor the car- 
riages defaced. 

We are, respectfully, gentlemen, your very humble ser- 
vants. 

To the Committee for the Town of Stamford, Connec- 
ticut. 

Mr. Comfort Sands informed the Committee that Mr. 
John Ramsay is willing to devote his whole time to ma- 
nage and direct, the manufacturing Linen and Tow-Cloth, 
and the employing the poor with the money put into his 
hands for that purpose, for five per cent, as a compensa- 
tion for his trouble in the premises. The Committee are 
of opinion Mr. Ramsay is a very proper person for that 
business, and agrees to allow to him five per cent, for his 
trouble in the premises. 
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Ordered, That Comfort Sands purchase Wood in small 
parcels, as he may have opportunity, not to exceed, in 
the whole, the sum of fifty cords, and distribute the same 
among the very necessitous poor, and that he bring in the 
account to this Committee. 

Ordered, That Mr. John Foster purchase all the good 
Tow-Cloth which lie can procure, on account of the Pro- 
vincial Congress of this Colony, not to exceed two shil- 
lings per yard in price, and that Mr. Foster send the same 
in small quantities, as fast as he can procure it, by safe con- 
veyances, to Mr. Peter T. Curtenius, at New-York ; and 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad- 
vance to Mr, John Foster, for the purchase of such Tow- 
Cloth, the sum of fifty pounds, upon account, and take 
Mr. Foster's receipt for the same. 

Die Solis, 3 ho. P. M., February 4, 1776. 

The Committee met on summons for that purpose. 

Present : Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Mr. Tredioell, 
Mr. Brewster, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Sands, Mr. Oolhoudt, 
Colonel McDougall. Mr. Scott came past four o'clock. 
Mr. Clarke, in ill health, came past six o'clock. 

The Committee met on the account of the transport that 
came up into the harbour, and the report that the Mercury 
and two other transports are below. 

A request in the words following was sent to the Honour- 
able Hugh Wallace: 

3 ho. P. M., February 4, 1776. 

Sir: The Committee of Safety now met in the Assem- 
bly Chamber, at the City-Hall, present their compliments 
to the Honourable Hugh Wallace, and request the favour 
of him to call on the Committee as soon as possible. 

A like request, mutatis mutandis, was sent to his Wor- 
ship Mr. Mayor. 

Ordered, That John Aiherton, the pilot who was taken 
up by some of the inhabitants this morning, and sent to the 
Guard-House, be brought down for examination. 

John Aiherton being examined, says, in substance, that 
he went on board his boat to lodge ; that some persons 
came on board of his boat, and took him on board of Go- 
vernour Tryon's ship, and from thence on board of the 
armed schooner Tender; that he could not avoid pilot- 
ing her down, and up again ; that he did not pilot the ship 
Sally, or the transport Brigantine. 

William Frundau, of the City of New- York, Branch 
Pilot: Says that two or three days he desired John Aiher- 
ton and Nicholas James to draw their boat to the shore, and 
haul her up, and that he also desired William Marriner 
and Robert Cocks to speak to them, and give them the 
same advice; that they said the man-of-war had her in pos- 
session, and they could not do anything with her; that he 
has very frequently seen the. said John Atherton and Ni- 
cholas James going on board of the Phenix, and that they 
keep passing and repassing from the boat to the Phenix 
every day ; that this morning he charged John Atherton 
that he went down with the schooner Tender; that Ather- 
ton at first denied it ; that he, the examinant, said to Ather- 
ton, that he could prove it; that after some time, Atherton 
acknowledged that he had gone down with the schooner, 
and asked him what could he do, he would starve in the 
city without employ, and attempted to justify his conduct. 
That Francis James came, and took his clothes off the 
wharf, and has got his boat off, and told his sons there 
were two hundred men on board the brig, but that he, 
Fnmdqu, thinks there are no troops on board; that the 
other day, after Atherton was sent to this Committee, after 
he returned, Frwdau asked him, how he had settled with 
the Committee, and Atherton said he had clubbed with 
the Committee, and settled the account. 

Mr. Jacobus Van Zandi came to visit the Committee; 
he then informed them that Atherton goes frequently on 
board of the Phenix; that he told him the other day he 
would not loose business, for any Committee, &,c, Stc. 
The substance, of further particulars of Mr. Van Zandt's 
testimony could not be reduced to writing. 

Ordered, That Atherton be sent back to the Guard- 
House. 

The Honourable Hugh Wallace attended : Says he has 



not heard any thing but what he has heard on shore, as 
to any transports being below. That a Midshipman, who 
came with Captain Parker on board of the Governour's 
ship, told him the Mercury is below, and from Boston, in 
about a fortnight, and had letters on board for him. That 
a gentleman came on board of the Dutchess, with Captain 
Parker; the Governour was called out into Harvey's di- 
ning room ; and that he, Mr. Wallace, was informed, that 
when that gentleman's cloak opened, he had red lapels ; that 
he believes this brig is from Boston, and a transport ; that 
he heard the address of the House of Commons read ; that 
it re-echoes the King's speech; that he intends to go on 
board of the Governour's ship this afternoon; and has pro- 
mised some gentlemen on the bridge that if he hears any 
thing of importance to the city, will inform of it. 

Mr. Mayor: Says that he has not heard any thing but 
what he heard on the bridge ; that he should have waited 
on the Governour, but that the Governour has. sent him_a 
card, requesting him to wait on him to-morrow ; that if he 
hears of any thing necessary for the safety of the city, he 
will make the best use of it. _ 

William Fundrau is directed to proceed immediately to 
the Narrows, and to take a trusty person w.ith.him, who 
can ride, and with a good spy-glass ; that he stay at Cor- 
tclyou's, and that, on sight of any fleet, he immediately 
despatch his rider, with information, to this Committee ; 
and a proper signal to be made in the day, and, also, a 
proper signal to be made in the night, in case the weather 
should not permit to cross the ferry immediately, were fixed 
on with the said Fundrau. ... 

Samuel Isleton, the pilot, was, also, called in, and di- 
rected to proceed immediately, with the whale-bo_at, and 
his oarsmen to the Hook, and to keep the bestlook-out if 
any fleet is approaching; and to examine, if any fleet ap- 
pears, whether there are any troops on board, and to give 
the most immediate notice of his discoveries to this. Com- 
mittee. Samuel Isleton is to tarry one week, if .no fleet 
appears sooner; is to have the same pay as before, to wit, 
ten shillings a day for himself, and eight shillings a day for 
each of his men. They are to find their own provisions, 
and bear their own expense. ._. _. 

Colonel McDougall went to wait on General Lee, and 
to form an arrangement of duty for the night. 

Mr. Jacobus Van Zandt came into the Committee, and 
informed them that he has good information, andtolae re- 
lied on, that General Clinton is come; but, whether it was 
General Clinton, or his Aid-de-camp, who came on board 
of the Governour's ship, he has not yet discovered. 

Philip Livingston returned to the Committee, with 
Messrs. Harrison, Lynch, and Allen, the Committee of 
the Continental Congress. After a short conversation on 
the present state of the city, and the intelligence received, 

Ordered, That the Letter from General Washington, of 
the 8th of January last, be read. 

And the same was read accordingly. 

Thereupon, the Committee from the Continental Con- 
gress, together with Philip Livingston, Esq., from Conti- 
nental Congress, and John M. Scott, Esq., from this Com- 
mittee, and Mr. Hobart, of the Provincial Congress, de- 
parted to wait on Major-General Lee, and confer with him 
on the present situation of affairs, and an arrangement for 
the evening. 

Mr. Mayor came into the Committee, and informed that 
the Governour had sent for him; that he waited on the 
Governour, and saw General Clinton there ; that he is au- 
thorized by the Governour to assure the inhabitants that 
no troops are coming here ; General Clinton declared the 
same ; that the Governour said General Clinton called to 
pay him a short visit; that if any transports with troops 
should, by accident, or stress of weather, put in here, they 
are not intended to remain here. 

Colonel Brasher was despatched to inform General Lee, 
and the gentlemen there assembled, of the information re- 
ceived from his Worship the Mayor. 

Messrs. Scott and McDougall returned, separately, from 
General Lee; Colonel McVougall informed the Commit- 
tee, that the arrangement of the duty and guard for the 
night is settled by General Lee, and that he. has. delivered 
the same to the Town-Major. 

The Committee conceive it necessary to inform the Con- 
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tinental Congress, through the New- York Delegates, of 
General Lee's arrival, and of the arrival of the transports, 
and General Clinton, of the Ministerial troops. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to the Delegates of the 
Colony of New- York, was read and approved, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

Gentlemen : We think it our duty to inform the Con- 
tinental Congress, through you, that General Clinton, of the 
Ministerial troops, and one transport, are this day arrived 
here, but we do not know that she contains any troops ; 
that the Mercury, ship-of-war, is near Nutten- Island, 
coming into port. We are well informed that those ves- 
sels left Boston not more than fourteen days ago. 

The Mayor has, this evening, declared to us, that he was 
then come from Governour Tryon, and is authorized by the 
Governour to assure the inhabitants that no troops are 
coming here ; that General Clinton was present, and said 
that no troops are coming here ; that Governour Tryon 
further told him, that General Clinton had only called to 
pay him a short visit ; that if any transport, with troops, 
should, by accident, or stress of weather, put in here, they 
are not intended to remain here. We do not rely on this 
information, but if it be true, we conceive that the most 
natural conclusion is that he is going to the southward. 

Major-General Lee is arrived here this day, ill with the 
gout. He has about seven hundred men now here, and has 
sent over for Lord Stirling's Regiment. 

We are, most respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient, 
humble servants. By order. 

The Colonels and Lieutenant-Colonels of three Regi- 
ments, of the city, being assembled, near the Hall, were re- 
quested to come into the Committee. After some conver- 
sation on the state of their respective regiments, they were 
requested and directed to call out their respective regi- 
ments to-morrow, to know the stale and number of their 
arms, and of the men, in their respective regiments, fit for 
duty, and to enable them to make proper returns to this 
Committee. 

Thereupon, Ordered further, That Colonel Curtehius 
be directed, and he is hereby directed, to deliver to the 
Colonels of the ffigiments of the Militia of this city, re- 
spectively, so many Flints as will enable tliem to provide 
each man in their respective regiments with three Flints. 

And Ordered, That the Colonels, respectively, do, at 
their discretion, distribute three Flints to each such man, in 
their respective regiments, as they may think ought to be 
supplied therewith. 

The Committee of Safety being informed that the First 
Battalion of the city of New- York is on duty this night, 
and considering that they cannot want the assistance of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brasher to-morrow, and that he must 
attend the Committee sooner than usual, and having entire 
confidence in the other Field-Officers of that battalion, as 
equal to any emergency, the Committee enjoin Lieutenant- 
Colonel Brasher that he do not attend duty with his regi- 
ment this night. 

10 ho. A. M., February 5, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Mr. Scott, 
Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Tredwell, Colonel 
McBougall, Mr. Sands, Mr. Oothoudt. 

The Committee sent Mr. McKesson, one of their Secre- 
taries, to inform Messrs. Harrison, Lynch, and Mien, the 
Committee of Congress, that they conceive, that as Gene- 
fal Lee is to remove this morning, that it may be most 
agreeable to his situation to wait on him at three o'clock, 
or after, but that the Committee are ready to attend the 
General, and those gentlemen, at any hour. 

The Secretary returned, and informed the Committee of 
Safety that the Committee of Congress would prefer the 
morning to wait on General Lee, and requests the Com- 
mittee of Safety to send to General Lee, to know when he 
can receive them. The Committee of Congress request 
an express to be furnished to them to proceed immediately 
to Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That the Doorkeeper go immediately and 
procure an Express ; and, 

Ordered, That Mr. Benson, one of the Secretaries, 
wait on General Lee, and know when it will be convenient 



for him to receive the Committee of Congress and this 
Committee. 

Mr. Benson returned, and informed that he found Ge- 
neral Lee in bed, and not yet removed ; but that he said 
he would be taken out of bed, and be ready to receive 
both Committees in an hour. 

Ordered, That Mr. Benson inform the Committee of 
Congress thereof. 

John Lamb, the cartman, being here, ready to go express 
to Philadelphia, at the request of the Committee of Con- 
gress, was sent to the gentlemen of that Committee, (with 
Mr. Benson,) to receive their despatches. He returned with 
the despatches, and the Committee of Safety having nothing 
to transmit, he was ordered to proceed with all possible 
despatch. 

The Committee being informed that Messrs. Joseph Jad- 
xein and Gilbert Giles are going to Albany, and several 
of the Members being well acquainted with those gentle- 
men, believe them prudent and trusty, and very proper 
persons to take the care of and convey the money, de- 
signed for the use of the Canadian Regiment, to General 
Schuyler. 

Therefore, Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, 
Esquire, as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this 
Colony, or his Deputy, deliver to Messrs. Joseph Jadwin 
and Gilbert Giles the sum of twelve thousand five hun- 
dred dollars, and take their receipt for the same, to be 
conveyed to General Schuyler, for the use of the Cana- 
dian Regiment, and that they convey the same, with the 
greatest watchfulness, care and attention, and deliver the 
same to General Schuyler. 

The Committee of the Continental Congress having 
called on the Committee of Safety, they proceeded to wait 
on General Lee. After some considerable time spent with 
General Lte in conference, General Lee informed the other 
gentlemen that Mr. Smith, the Engineer, had been out to< 
view the ground about Horn's Hoolc, and that he is now 
gone to Long-Island for the same purpose. General Lee, 
also, proposed to go, to-morrow, to view Hellgate ; and, 
thereupon, the conference was adjourned, till lo-morrow 
evening. 

5 ho. P. M., Die Lunm, February 5, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present : Mr. Joseph Hallett, Chairman, Colonel Mc- 
Dougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. 
Brewster, Mr. Oothoudt, Mr. Sands. 

A Letter from fFilliam Smith, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee of Suffolk County, was read and filed, and is 
in the words following, to wit : 

" Suffolk County, January 24, 1776. 

" Gentlemen : In pursuance to your order, we have 
appointed the Field-Officers for the Minute-Men in 'his 
County, and, also, the officers for the Artillery company; 
which companies, we trust, will be some security to this 
County, at the same time this Committee beg leave to 
mention, that the Militia of this County but little exceeds 
two thousand. The great exposedness of the east end, 
and the extensiveness of the County, induces us to desire 
such number of Continental troops may be stationed here 
as the Congress in their wisdom shall judge necessary; we 
make no doubt the Continent proposes to protect and de- 
fend this Island, and hope you will use your endeavours that 
a sufficient force may be posted here for that purpose. 

"We have a number of poor men in this County, who are 
good soldiers, and friends to the cause, and would be glad to 
inlist as Minute-Men, but have no guns ; we should be glad 
to know if a number can be procured at the publick ex- 
pense, for such persons as are unable to purchase them. 

" The situation of this County in many parts makes it 
extremely difficult to raise and train the Minute-Men ; they 
complain they are not sufficiently paid, considering the great 
distance they have to travel, many eight, ten", and twelve 
miles, and that on foot, to exercise. The officers, also, on 
the same account, are at considerable expense, besides the 
expense raising their companies, and pray they may be 
considered. By order of the Committee :: 

" William Smith, Chairman. 
"To the Honourable Provincial Congress, New-York." 
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"A list of the Officers of the Minute-Men approved and 
chosen by the County Committee : 

"Josiah Smith, Colonel ; John Hulbert, Second Colonel ; 
Isaac Reeve, First Major ; Jonathan Baker, Second Major ; 
Isaac Overton, Adjutant ; Ebenezcr Dayton, Quartermas- 
ter. 

" Officers of the Artillery : William Rogers, Captain ; 
John Franks, Captain-Lieutenant ; Jeremiah Rogers, First 
Lieutenant ; Thomas Baker, Second Lieutenant ; John 
Tuthill, Lieutenant Fire- Worker. 

" By order of the Committee : 

" William Smith, Chairman." 

Ordered, That Commissions issue for the gentlemen 
therein named, and that the residue of that Letter remain 
for the consideration of the Provincial Congress. 

[Commissions issued, dated February 20, 1776.] 

Die Martis, 10 ho. A. M., February 6, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Joseph Halletl, Chairman, Mr. Scott, 
Colonel McDoiigaU, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Sands, Mr. 
Tredwell, Mr. Oothoudt, Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt. 

A Letter from Lord Stirling, sent by a Corporal of his 
Troops, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit: 

"ElizabetlUown, February 5, 1776. 

" Sir : By the powder ordered for us by the Continen- 
tal Congress not being yet arrived at this place, I am un- 
der the necessity of asking the favour of the Netv-York 
Committee of Safety to send five thousand cartridges, (of 
the size of the New-Jersey Provincial arms,) to Paulus- 
Hook, to be there by ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

" I am, sir, your most humble servant, u g TIRLING 

" To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, Neu- 

York." 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Lord Stirling, in an- 
swer to his Letter, was read and approved of, and is in the 
Words following, to wit : 

Mv Lord: We are favoured with your letter of yester- 
day. We have examined the bearer, and cannot discover the 
bore of the arms of your troops, or the size of the cartridges 
that would be useful for them. We are informed that your 
troops are at present supplied with six rounds each. 

If, sir, you will direct a cartridge of the size necessary 
for your troops to be sent over to us as a sample, we will 
send you the number desired, if so many of that size we 
have, or can procure. 

We have the honour to be, with the highest respect and 
esteem, my Lord, your Lordship's most humble servants. 

By order of the Committee, 

Two of the Members being necessarily obliged to go out 
with Major-General Lee, on business of importance, for 
want of a sufficient number of Members to form a quorum, 
no material business could be done, and the Committee 
adjourned. 

As soon as the Committee could form a quorum in the 
afternoon, they were requested to attend a conference at 
Major-General Lee's. 

At a Conference held at Major-General Lee's, in New- 
York, February 6, 1776 : 

Present: Colonel Harrison, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Allen, a 
Committee of the honourable Continental Congress. 

Major-General Lee, of the Continental Army. 

Mr, Ballett, Mr. Scott, Mr. Tredwell, Mr, Oothoudt, 
Colonel McDongall, Colonel Brasher, Colonel Van Cort- 
landt, of the Committee of Safety of New- York. 

It is the opinion of the gentlemen present — 

First. That a secure, fortified lodgment, for the troops 
that now are, or may hereafter be at the city of New- York, 
should be made at such place or places as Major-General 
Lee, or such other Continental officer as may command 
here, shall think most proper for preventing the Ministe- 
rial troops from taking possession of this city. 

That to the same end, as well as for the protection of 
Nassau-Island : 

Second. Such intrenched Encampment, and such other 
works should be made on Nassau-Island, and at such 
place, or places, on that Island, as Major-General Lee, or 



such other Continental officer as may command at New- 
York, shall think necessary. 

And that for the purposes aforesaid : 

Third. Such works should be erected near Hellgate as 
will entirely secure that pass. 

Memorandum. — The Committee of Safety at New- York 
are informed by Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt, one of 
their members, that the Powder-Mill of the late Judge 
Livingston is now re-erected in the completes! order for 
manufacturing Gunpowder, and that a proper manufactu- 
rer and workmen are there attending. But that the ma- 
nufacturer proposes to depart soon unless Saltpetre can be 
procured. 

The Committee of Safety conceive, that if there is Salt- 
petre at Philadelphia it might safely be conveyed through 
New- Jersey to New- Windsor, Kingston, or any part on 
Hudson's River, and are humbly of opinion that, at this 
critical juncture, every opportunity of manufacturing Gun- 
powder should be embraced. 

By order of the Committee of Safety : 

John McKesson, Secretary, 

N. B. There is a large quantity of Sulphur deposited 
near the said Powder-Mill. _. 

Ordered, That Mr. John McKesson deliver a certified 
copy of the matters of this conference to the Committee, of 
the honourable Continental Congress, and receive from those 
gentlemen a copy of the Resolutions of Congress, which 
those gentlemen have as credentials, and which they have 
proposed to deliver. 

The Committee of Safety returned to the Assembly 
Chamber in the City-Hall, and, afterwards, adjourned. 

Die Mercurii, 10 ho. A. M., February 7, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Joseph Hallett, Esq., Chairman, Mr. Scott, 
Colonel Cortlandt, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Sands, Colonel Bra- 
sher, Mr. Oothoudt, and many Members of the Provincial 
Congress, but not Members sufficient to make a Congress. 

Mr. Samuel Franklin informed the Committee and thq 
Members of Congress present, that his ship Sally, loaded 
with salt, and in the custody of Captain Parker, or his or- 
der, is in great danger from the ice. That Captain Parker 
is willing that he should cause the said ship Sally to be 
brought to Lupton's wharf, on his giving security to have 
her kept safe and returned to Captain Parker on his re- 
quest - ; and Mr. Franklin requested the advice and direc- 
tion of the Committee of Safety in that matter. Mr. Frank- 
lin withdrew. 

After some time spent thereon, the Committee of Safety 
and the Members of Congress are of opinion that they 
ought not to give any directions therein to Mr. Franklin, 
for which they assigned to him their reasons. . .. 

The Committee of Safety adjourned to Simmons' s, with- 
out separating. 

A Message was sent to Samuel Bayard, Jun., Esq., and 
AugustusVanCortlandt, Esq., respectfully requesting thein 
respectively to attend this Committee. 

Samuel Bayard, Jun., Esq., attended the Committee. 
He was informed that this Committee, and the inhabitants 
in general, are of opinion that the Records of the Colony 
under his care are in danger in their present situation, and 
that they ought to be removed to a place of safety under 
the care and direction of Mr. Bayard. That there is not 
any intention to take (he Records out of his care.and pro- 
tection. ^ 

Mr. Bayard was asked if he had any place for that pur« 
pose in view, and was informed that he would consider of 
this matter till to-morrow noon, and advise with his friends, 
and request the direction of his Excellency the Govern- 
our and the Council, if he thought it necessary, and inform 
the result to this Committee, to-morrow at noon. 

A Letter of this morning, from Henry Remsen, Esq., 
Chairman of the Committee of the City, was read and 

filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

" Wednesday Morning. 

"Sir: I have, this morning, had an application for a 
permit to send on board the Asia two hogsheads of spirits, 
two dozen of coffee, and one dozen of chocolate, 1 beg 
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leave, by your means, to receive the sense of the Committee 
of Safety on this matter, to serve as a guide in future appli- 
cations of the same nature. 

"A Mr. Serle applied last evening to the City Com- 
mittee for a pass to go on board the Dutchess of Gordon, 
under pretence of procuring a patent for lands, but on ex- 
amining him, he discovered an intimate knowledge of Col- 
onel Warner's proceedings in raising men to march into 
Canada, and the proceedings of the townships in the north- 
ern parts of this and Boston Governments. He is to calj 
for an answer this day, and many of our Committee were of 
opinion that it was not advisable to grant him a permit with- 
out leave from our superiors. 

" I am, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 

" Henrt Remseh. 
" To Joseph Hallett, Esq. 

" P. S. I cannot wait on you in person, being detained 
by several people." 

A draft of an answer to Henry Remsen, Esq., was read 
and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

Sir: We are, this morning, favoured with your letter. 
We are much at a loss to conjecture by whose means an 
application was made to you for supplying the ship Asia 
with the stores mentioned in your letter, as all supplies for 
the ships stationed here have hitherto been made by order 
of the Provincial Congress, or the Committee of Safety in 
pursuance of their order, and through Abram Loti, Esq. 

We could more readily form a judgment on this matter 
if we knew by whom the application was made. We, 
therefore, delay giving our sentiments on this subject until 
we hear further from you. 

We highly approve of your having refused permission to 
Mr. Serle to go on board of the Dutchess, and we wish the 
City Committee would give such effectual directions as 
that he^might be prevented from going on board. 

We are, most respectfully, sir, your most obedient, hum- 
ble servants. By order of the Committee. 
To John Remsen, Esq., present. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

Mr. John Cozine, Deputy to Augustus Van Cortlandt, 
Esq., the Town Clerk, on behalf of Mr. Van Cortlandt, 
waited on the Committee of Safety. He informed the 
Committee that all the Records of the Town Clerk's office, 
are, for the present, removed to a proper place for that pur- 
pose, at the Yonkers, in Westchester County; which is 
satisfactoiy to the Committee of Safety. 



ments necessary for each of the said Medicine-Chests, and 
that those gentlemen be further requested to give proper 
directions that the said Instruments be good, and such as 
they shall approve of, and to see that the said Instruments 
and Medicines, respectively, be good of their kinds and 
qualities. 

A Return of Gilbert Potter, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Huntington, was read and Sled. 

It is thereby certified that Stephen Kelly and Hbentzer 
Plait, two of the Committee, had inspected the election of 
Officers, at Cow-Harbour, the Fifth Company of Hun- 
tington. That Piatt Veal was chosen Captain ; Michael 
Heart was chosen First Lieutenant ; Isaac Dennis, Second 
Lieutenant, and Jacob Conchlin, Ensign. 

Another Return, of Thomas Weeks and Jesse Brush, 
two of the Committee of Huntington, was read and filed. 

They thereby certify that, upon due notification, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were duly elected, according to the Re- 
solves of Congress, to wit : John Buffett, Captain ; Isaac 
Thompson, First Lieutenant ; Zebulon Ketchum, Second 
Lieutenant, and Joseph Ketchum, Ensign. 

Commissions issued accordingly. 

A. M., February 8, 1776. 
Present : Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Mr. 
Tredwell, Mr. Sands, Mr. Oothuudt, Mr. M. Graham. 

Samuel Bayard, Jun., Esq , agreeable to the proposal 
of yesterday, that he should consider of removing the Re- 
cords, consult his friends, and the Governour and Council, 
if he thought necessary, and report the result this day at 
noon, called on the Committee. Mr. Bayard informed the 
Committee that he had wailed on Governour Tryon yes- 
terday, and informed him that the Committee were of opi- 
nion that the Records of the Colony were unsafe in their 
present situation, and ought to be removed to a place of 
safety, and were willing that his Excellency should give 
order therein for their removal to a place of safety. That 
his Excellency replied, that he did not conceive the Re- 
cords were in any danger, unless there was an intention to 
annoy His Majesty's ships in the harbour, or remove the 
artillery, but that if either of these matters were in con- 
templation, his Excellency was willing to charter any 
ship in the harbour, and deposit the records therein, and 
that they should be kept there in safety for the publick, and 
should not receive any injury from the King's ships; but 
that he would not assent to their removal from their present 
situation, to any place on shore, as he did not conceive 
there was any other place of greater security. 



4 ho. P. M., February 7, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Joseph Hallett, Esquire, Chairman, Colonel 
McDougall, Colonel Van Cortlandt, Colonel Brasher, Mr. 
Tredwell, Mr. Oothoudt, Mr. Sands. Mr. Scott, a little 
before the Committee adjourned.* 

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius, as Commissary of 
the Provincial Congress of this Colony, procure three Me- 
dicine-Che_sts for the Regiments to be raised in this Colo- 
ny, and that Doctor John Jones and Doctor Treat be re- 
quested to give an inventory of the Medicines and Instru- 

*Tht Petition of John Pell to the Provincial Congress for the City and 
Province of New-York, sAotoerA .■ 
That your petitioner has been under the necessity of removing his 
family (of which he has a large one) out of this city at this critical 
juncture ; that his wife is in a poor state of health, and cannot dispense 
with his presence, as she is incapable to provide for herself and family 
among strangers, without your petitioner. This is, therefore, to beg of 
this honourable Board, that they will permit their petitioner to take 
with Jill small parcel of salt, which he has on hand, about three or 
four hundred bushels, as it will be attended with great inconvenience 
and expense to your petitioner, to attend the sale of so inconsiderable a 
quantity of salt, you petitioner having no other business in this city at 

P rese,A John Pell. 

New- York, February 7, 1776. 
To the Honourable the Committee of Safety for the City of New- York, 

the humble Petition of Margaret Graham, of the said City, humbly 

showed ■' 

That your petitioner's husband now lies a prisoner in the Barracks of 
this city, afflicted with a most inveterate indisposition of body; add to 
this, his Tjeing surrounded with a part of His Honour General Lee's 
troops. Your Honours well know his situation renders him obnoxious 
to severe and sharp invectives from them. What from his company, 
and from his weakly and disordered habit of body, he is now brought 
to a truly deplorable state — to a state of the most striking and poignant 



4 ho. P. M., Die Jovis, February 8, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Col- 
onel McDougall, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, Mr, 
Sands, Mr. Oothoudt, Mr. M. Graham, 

The Committee were informed by a Member that Ma- 
jor-General Lee stands in present need of some cash for 
the Continental Troops, and requests the Committee of 
Safety to advance him some money on Continental account. 

Thereupon, Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, 
Esq., as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this 

despondency ! His indisposition of body can be evinced to your Ho- 
nours by Doctor William Brownjohn, if necessary. Indeed, his case is 
truly affecting '. His life is now almost insupportable to him. I daily 
convey piovisions to him, but am prohibited from any conference with 
him; however, I sometimes break. through bounds, impelled by conju- 
gal affection, and endeavour to sooth his affliction. But, alas ! it is all 
in vain ! He raises his head, views ms with wild anxiety — with horror 
and despair imprinted on his face.. I am ordered away, severely repri- 
manded, my heart rent with anguish, to see the partner of my life re- 
duced to — good God, I cannot describe to what — I want words — sor- 
row drowns me. Your Honours, in alleviating the distress which new 
envelopes iny poor emaciated husband, and myself, by either ordering 
him to be removed to the common jail of this city, or admitting him to 
bail, will ever have the prayers of a distressed woman, the plaudits of all 
the great and good, the admiration of the humane, and the approbation 
of the just God, who delighteth in mercy. I can assure your Honours, 
that if my poor husband is not soon relieved from his complicated cala- 
mities, he cannot, in my opinion, survive many days. In such case", 
your petitioner would be miserable beyond description,. 

Your Honours, in taking the premises into consideration, and grant- 
ing the prayer of your petitioner, will lay your petitioner, and her poor 
husband, under the greatest of obligations possible And your peti- 
tioner, as in duty bound, shall forever pray. Maroaret Grahab . 

New-York, February 7, 1776. 
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Colony, advance one thousand dollars to Major-General 
Lee, on account of the Continental Congress, and that Mr. 
Livingston take Major-General Lee's receipt for the same. 

A Letter from Major-General Schuyler, of 25th Jan- 
uary, was read and filed, and is in the words following, to 
wit: 

" Albany, January 25, 1776. 

"Sir: I am honoured with your letters of the 11th and 
17th instant. Your observations in the first, respecting the 
Paymaster, appear to me to be founded in error. The 
Paymaster-General's duty is to receive money from the 
Treasury, and to issue that money upon my warrant. He 
has it not in his power to issue a single farthing without 
such a warrant; so that, if he was with you, you would be 
under the necessity of an equal trouble in the applications, 
and I could only grant money for expenditures immediately 
connected with the Army. Hence, you see that the at- 
tendance of such a Paymaster at New- York would avail 
you little. 

" The resolutions of Congress, copy of which you en- 
closed in yours of the 17th, 1 had already before received 
from Mr. Hancock. By the resolution respecting the pro- 
visions and stores to be sent to Fort-George, I cannot be- 
lieve Congress intended any thing more than that you 
should supply me with what I might want, on application. 
The almost impossibility of sending a large quantity from 
New- York to Fort-George, at this season, will counte- 
nance this construction. 

" The resolutions for sending up shipwrights to build 
batteaus appears to me to have proceeded from a want of 
information. I have requested Congress to countermand 
this order, and have given the following reasons: that one 
Albany shipwright_will do nearly as much at that kind of 
work as two that are not accustomed to it ; and I can also 
make them work early and late, which the others will not : 
besides, there will be a great saving in the travelling 
charges. You will, therefore, please not to send me any 
until I apply for them. I can easily conceive that it is 
very difficult at New-York for artificers to procure a sub- 
sistence for their families ; the like difficulty prevails here. 

"I shall write to Congress, by this post, respecting the 
batteaumen. Before your letter came to hand, I con- 
ceived that I was to have issued orders for engaging them. 

" I expect soon to hear from Congress on the subject of 
the Naval Department, and shall then, unless I am other- 
wise ordered, apply to you for seamen. 

" Be assured, sir, that I shall at all times, with the great- 
est alacrity, consent to any requisition you may be pleased 
to make, provided I can do it consistent with my duty. 
Beyond that I know you will never wish me to go. 

" I am, sir, with the most respectful sentiments, yours 
and the Committee's most obedient, humble servant, 

" Philip Schuyler. 
"To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, New- York." 

A Letter from Colonel Ritzema, dated at Montreal, the 
3d of January, was read and filed, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

"Montreal, January 3, 1776. 

"Dear Sir: This morning we experienced a sad re- 
verse of fortune. Mr. Anlill arrived here, express from 
Quebeck, with the following intelligence: That General 
Montgomery, on the 31st ultimo, between the hours of five 
and seven in the morning, after a previous disposition of 
his small army, made two attacks upon the lower town, 
under a feigned one upon the upper. The first was con- 
ducted by one Captain Browne, with ninety-four men, one 
of the real attacks by the General himself, at or below 
Cape- Diamond, with four hundred and sixty-six men, and 
the other by Colonel Arnold, with the men he brought 
with him by the way of Kennebeck, and Lamb's Artillery 
company, amounting to five hundred and sixty men, 
through St. Roque's, at the other end of the town. The 
General forced his way through the first picket or barrier, 
without receiving a shot. At the next, which, if he had 
also forced, would have given him a free passage into the 
town, he was received with a heavy fire of musketry and 
two field-pieces, which caused his troops to fall back in 
disorder. The General, while he was endeavouring to 
rally these dastardly scoundrels, received his coup-de-grave, 



as did also his Aids-de-camp, Macpherson ancT Captain 
Chteseman, of my regiment. Thus fell one worthy and 
brave General. Weep, America, for thou hast lost one of 
thy most virtuous and bravest sons! When the General 
was missing, though the surviving officers exerted them- 
selves to the utmost, they found it in vain to attempt 
bringing the men to a charge, which induced Colonel 
Campbell to bring them off. Colonel Arnold, with his 
party, passed the St. Roque's, and approached near a two- 
gun battery, well picketed in, without being discovered. 
His men forced the pickets, and carried the battery, after 
an hour's resistance. In the attack, the Colonel w _ as shot 
through the leg, and was obliged to be carried off, after 
gaining the battery. His detachment pushed on to a se- 
cond barrier, running from Limeburner's Wharf, in the 
lower town, which they possessed themselves of, where 
they now maintain themselves in the houses, without any 
possibility of being supported ; so that they must either 
carry the lower town, be made prisoners, or be cut to pieces. 

" This, sir, is all the account we have hitherto received 
of this disastrous event. We are momently under the 
utmost anxiety of mind, expecting to hear the fate of those 
brave men. God grant it may be happy. 

" Our misfortune is, in a great measure, owing to the 
anxiety some of the troops were under of returning home, 
they having declared (Arnold's men) that they would re- 
main no longer than to the 1st of this month, for which 
time they were engaged, which obliged the General to pre- 
cipitate matters, and to change his intended mode of at- 
tack, which was to have attacked the upper and lower 
towns at the same time: the main attack to be upon the 
upper, which it was impossible for him to effect at that 
juncture, from the notice the enemy had of his intention, 
by deserters from us. This, I trust, will bje a warning to 
America not to inlist men for any limited Jime, but for so 
long a time as they shall be wanted. No man, but one, 
in the service, can be sensible how fatal this limitation of 
time is to all military operations. Before the soldiers can 
be in any wise disciplined, their time of service is expired, 
and as that approaches they become mutinous and disobe- 
dient. I will venture to say that, unless a change takes 
place in this respect, America must fall a sacrifice to her 
enemies. Without discipline, no obedience ; without obe- 
dic.i e, no duty. In short, discipline gives confidence, and 
is the very soul of an army. 

" Two months have now elapsed since we have had the 
least intelligence from the southward. General Montgo- 
mery, before he set out for Quebeck, acquainted the Con- 
tinental Congress and his friends in New-York with our 
then miserable situation. The troops in general going 
home, those who remained naked and without clothing, 
and not a farthing to pay them with, I myself, at the Ge- 
neral's instance, acquainted Colonel McDougall with our 
weak state, and pressed him, with all the rhetorick I was 
master of, to exert himself to the utmost that w : e not only 
had money sent us to pay the troops, but men to reinforce 
our different garrisons, and augment the army. Our few 
English friends have been stripped of their money and 
goods, to clothe the men, and pay them their wages, in 
part. French friends, to assist us, we have none. The 
peasantry are, in general, at present, for us, but I believe 
from no other motive than that we are the strongest side. 
Some few may be attached to us from principle ; sure I am 
the majority are not, and would, on the least reverse, 
as soon take arms against as for us. We are now in a 
wretched plight: our excellent General dead and defeated; 
a great probability that the flower of his army is cut to 
pieces ; our garrisons weak and feeble, not able to spare 
a man for the assistance of our friends; the soldiers muti- 
nous, and with little discipline ; not a sous to pay them 
with, which makes them so, and (shall I say it?) no one 
capable to command them. For God's sake, sir, exert 
yourself. I have exaggerated nothing. Let us have men 
and money; otherwise, by Heavens, Canada is lost. Cast 
about for a General to command us. He must be a military 
man, of sound intellects, and an affable deportment. Ge- 
neral Lee, in my opinion, is the man. I speak my senti- 
ments freely. I mean to give no offence, nor to attack the 
character of any gentleman ; but what I say proceeds from 
a real regard for the welfare of my country. 

" I have more to write, but, as the express is going off, 



" J tfi«$i 
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I am obliged to stop. Pray be so kind as to remember 
me to my father, and acquaint him that I continue in 
health. Desire him, if there is no probability of a peace, 
that he gives up my house. 

" I am, sir, with esteem, your bumble servant, 

" RUPOLPHUS RiTZEMA. 

" P. S. Though I have taken the liberty of addressing 
these lines to you, I shall be glad you would communicate 
it to our friends in Congress." 

A Letter from Colonel Ritzema, dated at Montreal, on 
the 5th of January, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

" Montreal, January 5, 1776. 

"Dear Sir: I acquainted you the 3d instant, with the 
disastrous event at Quebeck ; the fate of Arnold's detach- 
ment is determined : it was obliged to surrender at dis- 
cretion — -thus, the madness of one man has nearly ruined 
our cause m this country, to which our worthy General has 
fallen a sacrifice. For God's sake let us have men and 
money, and, above all, a General, that we may take the 
town before the enemy can come to its relief, and relieve 
our worthy brethren in it. 

" Pray be so kind as to inform Judge Livingston of the 
death of General Montgomery : he was shot through the 
bead and both his thighs. General Carlefon buried him 
with military honours, as, also, Macpherson and Cheeseman. 
The enemy has taken all the artillery we had before Que- 
beck, and I am very apprehensive, if they make a sortie, 
that they will either cut to pieces, or take prisoners the 
rest of the Army there, it being impossible for us to send 
them any assistance from hence : if we should do it, we haz- 
ard all we have done the last Summer. The most that can 
be expected from us, is to maintain our ground here, and 
keep a watchful eye towards the Canadians ; this we are 
bent upon doing, till succour arrives, be the consequence 
what it may to ourselves. Our garrison does not exceed 
four hundred effective men — a small number to awe such a 
country as this. 

" I am, sir, with respect, your very humble servant, 

" Rudolphus Ritzema. 

" To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., or, in his absence, to 
the President of the Provincial Congress, New- York." 
A Letter from John R. Livingston, dated January 27th, 

was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

" Clare-Mont, January 27, 1776. 

"Sir: Some time since, I received a letter from Mr. 
Van Cortland [t, President of the Committee of Safety, 
during the recess of Congress, desiring that the powder- 
mill might again be built, as it was, in some measure, of 
publick utility. I have, accordingly, pushed the building 
of it, and am now happy to inform you that it is finished ; 
but are, notwithstanding, still obliged to be idle, for want 
of saltpetre. As there is a large quantity of that article 
arrived at Philadelphia, should think myself under obliga- 
tions, if you would procure a part of it, to be sent across 
the country to the mill, which may easily be effected, as 
great part of the way they will have snow. 

" I remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 

" John R. Livingston. 

" The President of the Honourable the Provincial Con- 
gress, sitting at New- York." 

Ordered, That the Secretaries prepare a copy of the 
Letter from John R. Livingston, relating to his Powder- 
Mill, and transmit the same to the Delegates of this Colo- 
ny at Congress. 

A Letter from William Floyd, Esq., one of the Dele- 
gates of this Colony at Congress, dated the 5th instant, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Philadelphia, February 5, 1776. 

"Sir: I forwarded, by Mr. Lynch and Mr. Allen, a 
sum of money to the honourable Committee of Safety, 
with a few lines, advising what that money was intended 
for; a I>d by your letter to us, wherein you mention you 
would forward it. to General Schuyler, and the small sum 
to the Marine Committee, 1 fear our letter must have 
been misunderstood ; therefore, I trouble you with this. 
The forty thousand dollars .was for Mr. Lewis, from the 
Marine Committee ; the twelve thousand five hundred 



dollars, for the raising the Battalion for Canada, and the 
small sum of one hundred and some odd jjplJars, were sent 
to Mr. Lewis, to pay off some accounts charged against 
the Rifle companies, in passing through our Province. I 
hope it is not yet otherwise disposed of; if it is, it may im- 
pede Mr. Lewis's proceeding agreeable to his directions. 
" I am, with the greatest respect, sir, your most obedient, 

humble servant, ., w r 

' " William b loyd. 

"To the Honourable Congress, or Committee of Safety, 

New- York. 

" P. S. If it is not sent off, please deliver it to Mr. 
Lewis's son." 

A Letter from Thomas Tkomas, Esq., Chairman of a 
Committee at the White-Plains, dated January 25tb, was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Committee Chamber, White Plains, 



amber, White Plains, J 
January 25, 1776. J 



" Sir: We received your favour of the 8th instant, re- 
specting the powder sent for the use of the County, and 
observed its contents. Are sensible of the propriety of our 
County's being furnished with that article, and beg that 
you, in your wisdom, would order that it be a Provincial 
charge ; for we conceive it to be extremely hard, as we 
are a frontier County, that we should purchase ammuni- 
tion, and expend it to the advantage of the Province in 
general. As to disposing of it to individuals, many, that 
will take an active part, are not able to purchase it ; and, 
we will see that it be deposited into discreet hands, to be 
distributed, when necessary, to be used in the defence of 
the liberties of the country. 

" I am, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
" Signed by order of the Committee. 

" Thomas Thomas, Chairman." 



Die Veneris, 10 ho. A. M., February 9, 1776. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present : Mr.Tredwell, Mr. M. Graham, Mr. Oothoudt, 
Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Colonel Brasher. 

Colonel McDougall informed the Committee, that Gene- 
ral Lee is of opinion, that the two Connecticut Regiments, 
and Lord Stirling's, will not be sufficient for the services he 
will have to perform; and had desired to know whether it 
would be agreeable to the Committee, that he should send 
to Pennsylvania for a regiment from thence. 
After some time spent in consideration thereof, 
Resolved, That if General Lee shall think it necessary 
to call in the aid of any other Troops than the two Con- 
necticut Regiments, and Lord Stirling's Regiment, that 
he be authorized, and in such case is hereby authorized, to. 
call in as many of the Minute-Men, of this Colony, as he 
shall at any time think necessary. 

Mr. Sands brought in an account of Wood and other 
necessaries of various kinds, supplied to the poor by him- 
self and Petras Byvanck, Abraham P. Lott, and others, 
under his direction, by order of this Committee of Safety, 
agreeable to a resolution of the Provincial Congress. The 
said Account being examined and approved of, amounts to 
one hundred and thirty Pounds and three Pence, 

Ordered, That Mr. John Ramsay pay to Comfort 
Sands, one hundred and thirty Pounds and three Pence, 
out of the Moneys put into his hands, for employing the 
necessitous poor of this city, and that Mr. Ramsay take 
Mr. Sands's receipt for the same. 

Ordered, That Peter T. Curtenins, as Commissary of 
the Provincial Congress of this Colony, purchase such a 
number of Saws, and of such sizes and qualities as Colo- 
nel McDougall shall direct; and that he have the same 
collected at his store for the use of General Lee's Troops, 
as soon as possible. 

A Return of Robert Graham and John Thomas, Jun., 
two of the Committee of Westchester County, was read and 
filed. They thereby certify, that at an election for Militia 
Officers, in Harrison's Precinct, in Westchester County, 
under their inspection, John Thomas, minor, was chosen 
Captain; Gilbert Dusenbury, First Lieutenant; William 
Woodward, Second. Lieutenant; and James Miller, Jun., 
Ensign. 
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Ordered, That Commissions issue to those gentlemen, 
immediately. And they were issued accordingly. 

A Return of Michael Hays, Elijah Miller, and Andrew 
Sniffen, three of the Committee for North-Castle, in West- 
chester County, bearing d;>te the 25th January, was read 
and filed. They thereby certify that they superintended 
an election for Officers in the Third Company of Norlh- 
Castle; that upon such election Joseph Green was chosen 
Captain, and Henry Peers, First Lieutenant ; and they 
thereby requested that two blank commissions might be sent 
for the Second Lieutenant and Ensign, as the Second Lieu- 
tenant, since the choice, declines serving. 

Ordered, That the said two Commissions be issued, and 
that two blank Commissions be given to the said Commit- 
tee of North-Castle for the Second Lieutenant and Ensign 
of the Third Company of North- Castle. 

A Letter from Lord Stirling, dated this day, was read 
and filed. He therein mentions " that it serves to cover 
a letter from Samuel Tucker, Esquire, President of the 
Provincial Congress of New- Jersey, relating to the trade 
of that Colony." The said letter, from Samuel Tucker, 
Esquire, was also read and filed. 

A copy of sundry Resolutions of the Provincial Con- 
gress of Neiv-Jersey, therein enclosed, regulating the trade 
of the Colony of New-Jersey agreeable to the Resolutions 
of the Continental Congress, were also read and filed. 

Die Sabbati, 10 ho. A. M., February 10, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman, 
Mr. Scott, Mr. Tredivell, Mr. Sands, Mr. Oothoudt, Mr. 
M. Graham, Colonel Brasher. Colonel McDougall a part 
of the morning. 

Present, also, several Members of Congress, viz : Gene- 
ral Woodhull, Colonel G. Drake, Colonel Rensselaer, Gil- 
bert Livingston, Captain Rutgers. 

A Letter from Colonel Robert Livingston, of Manor of 
Livingston, dated the 5th instant, was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

"Manor Livingston, February 5, 1776. 

" Sir : Your letter, of the 25th ultimo, did not come to 
hand before this morning, and I am now sot down to an- 
swer it. 

" I intend, please God, my furnace shall begin ber blast 
early in April, (sooner it will be inconvenient for want of 
pasture, as I have but a month's stock now on the spot to 
work upon,) and cannot cart ore or coal before the middle 
of May, for want of grass, so that, should 1 begin sooner, 
it would be almost impossible to continue the blast, conse- 
quently very detrimental to my interest. We have cast 
great quantities of shot for the Army, last war, but no great 
guns; this we can do. But whether we can cast great 
guns, I dare not take upon myself to determine. The 
hearth of my furnace lies low; fear there is not sufficient 
depth of earth between the surface and the bottom of the 
creek, if the guns are to be cast on one end. As I am en- 
tirely a stranger to the casting of ordnance, and desirous 
of assisting my country in any thing in my power, wish 
the gentlemen of the Committee of Safety, if they think it 
the interest of the community, to send up proper and skil- 
ful men, who are acquainted and had experience in casting 
and moulding of guns, for I have none such to examine my 
conveniences. If approved of, my furnace and stock shall 
be at their service on reasonable terms, for I know not how 
to fix a price. My metal is good, perhaps the best in Ame- 
rica. 

" I cannot be more particular at present, and am, re- 

respectfully, sir, your and the Committee's most humble 

servant, ,, D t 

' " Kobert Livingston. 

" To Mr. Joseph Halhtt." 

A Letter from Egbert Benson, Esquire, Chairman of 

the Committee of Dutchess County, was read and filed, and 

is in the words following, to wit : 

" Rhinebeck Precinct, Dutchess County, ) 
"January 29, 1776. J 

" Sir : The Committee of this Precinct having been in- 
formed that Timothy Doughty, notwithstanding his promise 
lo the Congress, upon his dismission, on the 20th October 



last, that he would demean himself in a peaceable and or- 
derly manner, has since declared his intentions to join the 
Ministerial troops, in the Spring, and in other respects tes- 
tified a disposition still inimical to the cause of liberty, have 
ordered him to be apprehended and confined till the plea- 
sure of the Congress shall be known. 

" Not only from the disaffection of the County, but as 
there will be an election at Poughkeepsie, on Tuesday 
next, and a vast number of people necessarily assemble, we 
thought it prudent to commit him to the jail in Kingston. 

" 1 am directed lo inform you of this matter, with a re- 
quest that you will please to lay it before the Congress, and 
acquaint them that we can furnish them with the most 
ample proofs against Mr. Doughty. 

" I remain, by order of the Committee, your tflost obe- 
dient servant, ■< Egbert Benson, Chairman." 

Benjamin Walker informed the Committee that Mr. 
Yates was informed that his ship was below; that he, Mr. 
Walker, went down in a pilot-boat, expecting it was Mr. 
Yates's ship; that when the pilot-boat came within a mile 
of the ship, they sent out a boat, and pressed John Carle- 
ton to pilot the ship up; that he, Benjamin Walker, was 
present, and knows that they did press him as a pilot ; that 
an officer on board informed him that they had two hun- 
dred men on board, and were part of seven thousand men 
from England, and had been nine weeks at sea, 

John Carleton examined: Says he frequently told the 
Captain that there was not any person on board of his boat 
who could pilot the ship up, but that they insisted on it, 
and obliged him to go on board. ' That Captain \ Kennedy 
told him he was under the necessity to press him, and did 
press him to carry up the ship, and charged him, on pain 
of death, not to run her aground; that between the banks 
they saw a wood boat; that a jolly-boat put oft from her, 
and rowed towards the ship, and came within twenty yards ; 
that they then ordered men into the ma|n-tops and on 
deck ; that thereupon a pilot on board of the jolly-boat, who 
said he had served his time with Fundrau, was taken on 
board ; that near Staten- Island he got on board of his own 
boat; that the ship Kitty is from Boston; that, they said 
there were two hundred men on board ; that he saw between 
forty and fifty men, as he thinks; that there were eight or 
nine officers on board ; that he told them General Lee was 
in New-York, and that he supposed there were six thou- 
sand forces there; that he understood tjiat ships, in the 
whole, had sailed with them; that Captain Kermedy told 
him that the night before he got down, they had forty 
men on deck, and some men in the main-tops. 

Carleton had a Certificate in the words following, to 
wit : 

"I, Captain Kennedy, of the Forty-Fourth Regiment, 
commanding His Majesty's troops on board of the Kitty, 
transport, do certify, that I pressed by force, and obliged 
the bearer, John Carleton, to pilot the abo.ve-meniioned 
ship from Sandy-Hook lo New-York. 

" Given under my hand, on board the Kitty, February 

9 ' 1776 » " Kennedy, Captain 44rA Reg." 

"We certify the above, 

"Lieut. Benson, I 44th Reg."' 

" Lieut. John Campbell, J 6 

Thereupon, a Certificate was given to the said John 
Carleton, in the words following, to wit: 

In Committee of Safety, New- York, February 10, 1776. 

The case of John Carleton, as to his having piloted up 
the transport-ship, Kitty, has, at his own request, been 
heard by this Committee ; and Benjamin Walker, of the 
city of New- York, merchant, who went down with him 
in his boat, was examined as a witness. 

The Committee of Safety are of opinion that the said 
John Carleton was innocently brought into such a situa- 
tion as to be necessarily obliged to pilot the transport-ship 
Kitty, with troops, and from any evidence that has ap- 
peared to us, the said John Carleton ought not to be in- 
jured, or considered in a worse light or esteem by the 
publick on that account. 

Colonel Heard attended the Committee of Safety, and 
produced the several obligations of Samuel Clowes and 
George Weeks, with their securities, and of Charles Mc- 
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Evers, for Gabriel G. Ludlow, Esq., inhabitants of Queen's 
County, whose conduct has been conceived to be inimical 
to the liberties of the American Colonies, which were read 
and filed. 

Colonel Heard, also, delivered in a certified extract from 
the Minutes of Continental Congress, relating to sundry 
persons, inhabitants of Queen's County, in the aforesaid 
predicament, which was read and filed, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

"In Congress, February 6, 1776. 

"Resolved, That Captain Benjamin Whitehead, Joseph 
French, Esq., John Polhemus, Nathaniel Moor, Samuel 
Hallett, William Weyman, John Shoals, John Willett, 
Gilbert Van Wyck, Esq., Daniel Kissam, Esq., Jacob 
Mott, Charles Hicks. Gabriel G. Ludlow, Samuel Mar- 
tin, Samuel Clowes, Esq., Thomas Smith, Esq., George 
Weeks, David Brooks, and John Toumsend, be sent to 
New-York, and delivered to the order of the Convention 
of that Colony, who are requested to confine or secure the 
said persons until an inquiry be had, by the Convention, 
into their conduct, and report thereof made to this Con- 
gress. 

" Extract from the Minutes. 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Colonel Heard earnestly requests the Committee of 
Safety, as the Provincial Congress is not convened, to give 
order as to the prisoners in his charge, so as that lie may 
be discharged of the care of those prisoners. 

And whereas, Mr. Jacob Mott, one of those persons in 
custody of Colonel Heard, having, some time ago, by his 
Petition to this Committee, testified his contrition for his 
past conduct, and signed the GeneraT Association of the 
inhabitants of this Colony, and engaged to demean him- 
self consistent thereto during the present struggles for the 
liberties of his country, and was, thereupon, restored by 
this Committee to his former standing in the community; 
and whereas, 'it does not appear that the said Jacob Mott 
has, at any lime, since his restoration, acted or done any 
thing inconsistent with his engagements ; therefore, 

Ordered, That the said Jacob Mott be discharged by 
Colonel Heard, on his first giving his promise parole to this 
Committee, to appear before the Provincial Congress of 
this Colony, or this Committee, when thereunto required; 
and 

Ordered further, That the other prisoners, above-named, 
except Gabriel G. Ludlow, Samuel Clowes, and George 
Weeks, who are not in custody, be placed in any one house 
or place in this city, altogether, at their own expense, which 
they shall choose, and that they be there confined under a 
guard, at their own expense, until the order of the Provin- 
cial Congress in the premises, and that Colonel Lasher be 
requested to furnish a sufficient guard to receive the said 
prisoners from Colonel Heard, and to guard them until 
further order. 

And this Committee of Safety do hereby signify their 
high sense of the care and prudence of Colonel Heard, in 
the execution of his duty as an officer. 

4 ho. F. M., February 10, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman, Col- 
onel Brasher, Mr. TredweU, Mr. Scott, Mr. Oothoudt, 
Mr. M. Graham, Mr. Sands, Colonel McDougall. 

Present, also, General Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Colonel 
Gilbert Drake. 

Colonel Gilbert Drake informed the Committee that 
sundry persons from Connecticut are purchasing up the 
barrelled Beef and Pork in Westchester. 

Thereupon, the Committee came to the following Reso- 
lutions, to wit : 

Whereas, the Continental Congress, by their Resolution 
of the first day of November last, have resolved that no 
produce of the United Colonies be exported, except from 
Colony to Colony, under the directions of the Committees 
of Inspection and Observation, and except from one part 
to the other of the same Colony, before the first day of 
March next, without the permission or order of the Conti- 
nental Congress ; and whereas, this Committee of Safety 
for the Colony of New-York conceives that it is necessary 
to prevent the sale of all the barrelled Beef and Pork Jn the 



County of Westchester, and retain the same for the Conti- 
nental service in this Colony, as such provisions may be 
necessary for the Continental Army in this Colony, 

Besolved, That the Committee of the County of West- 
chester be requested to take effectual means to prevent the 
sale and transportation of any barrelled Beef or Pork out of 
Westchester County, to any person or persons residing out 
of this Colony, or for the use of any person or persons re- 
siding out of this Colony, until the further order of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, or of the Committee of Safety of this 
Colony. 

A draft of a Letter to the Committee of Westchester 
County was read and approved of, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

Gentlemen : We have been informed by a gentleman 
from your County, that some of the inhabitants of your 
County are disposing of^their barrelled beef and pork to 
persons out of the Colony. We apprehend that such pro- 
visions will be wanted for the use of the Continental Army 
in this Colony, and that the service may probably suffer, if 
all the barrelled provisions are taken out of the Colony; we ; 
therefore, request you to take the most effectual measures 
to carry the enclosed resolution into execution. 

We are, respectfully, gentlemen, your very humble ser- 
vants. 

By order of the Committee of Safely. 
To the Committee of the County of Westchester. 

John Bridgwater, James Holdin, and Thomas Hyat, 
all of the city of New-York, Innkeepers, personally came 
and appeared before the Committee of Safety, and jointly 
and severally engaged for John Graham, now a prisoner at 
the Upper Barracks, in manner following: 

That the said John Graham will demean himself peace- 
ably, asd be of good behaviour towards all the friends of 
liberty in America, and not do any act, matter, or thing, 
contrary to any measure directed by the Continental Con- 
gress, or the Provincial Congress, or Committee of Safety 
of this Colony, or any Committee of any City, Town, Pre- 
cinct, or District, in this or any other of the United Colo- 
nies. 

And on failure of the said John Graham having complied 
with this engagement, in any instance, that they, the said 
John Bridgwater, James Holden, and Thomas Hyat, will 
surrender the said John Graham a prisoner, to any guard 
directed by the Provincial Congress, or Committee of Safe- 
ty of this Colony, or commander of the Continental Army 
in this Colony, or, in default thereof, severally, bear, pay, 
sustain, and suffer, such pains and penalties as the said 
John Graham shall, in such case, be adjudged to bear, pay, 
sustain, or suffer. 

Ordered, That the said John Graham, now a prisoner 
in the Guard-House, at the Upper Barracks, be discharged. 

The Committee of Safety took into consideration the 
state of Staten- Island, and the danger of the stock being 
taken off by the Ministerial army and navy. After some 
time spent therein, General Woodhull and Mr. Hobart, 
who were present, were requested to confer with General 
Lee on that matter. 

General Woodhull and Mr. Hobart returned from Ge- 
neral Lee, and reported that General Lee is of opinion that 
the stock on Staten-lsland ought to be protected, but whe- 
ther by driving them off, or placing a guard there, he can- 
not determine ; but that he is ready to give any aid in his 
power, to carry into execution any measure thought neces- 
sary by this Committee. 

After considering further of the state of Staten-lsland, 
and the report of Brigadier-General Woodhull and Mr. 
Hobart, they are of opinion that the most prudent step is, 
to request the Provincial Congress of Neiv-Jersey to send 
Colonel Heard's Regiment of Minute-Men to Staten-ls- 
land, to prevent depredations on the stock. 

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to the Provincial Con- 
gress of New- Jersey was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit: 

In Committee of Safety, No w.York, February 10, 1776. 

Sir : Upon communication with Major-General Lee, we 
are fully convinced that the live-stock on Staten-lsland 
should be immediately taken care of. 

The entrance of General Clinton into par port, on pre- 
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tence of merely paying a visit to Governour Tryon, though 
lie has been followed by a transport with troops, which we 
have good reason to believe are only a part of six hundred 
that embarked with him at Boston, renders it highly proba- 
ble that some lodgment of troops was intended to be made 
in or near this city. The precautions that have been taken 
to prevent the execution of such intentions will, it is hoped, 
render it ineffectual ; and it is now given out that the Ge- 
neral intends to depart from us without loss of time. How- 
ever, it must be most obviously improper to strip this city, 
at present, of any part of its defence. 

Colonel Heard and his regiment are near at hand, to 
secure Staten-Island from depredations. We think his 
regiment will readily undertake that service, and General 
Lee thinks nothing less than a regiment will suffice. We, 
therefore, most earnestly request you to furnish, without 
delay, the assistance of that regiment, to secure the live- 
stock of that Island from a depredation that may be at- 
tempted on General Clinton's departure from this port, by 
guarding it on the Island till we have opportunity to deter- 
mine on the expediency of removing it, hereby declaring 
our readiness to be answerable in the first instance for the 
expense of that service. 

We are, respectfully, sir, your most obedient and very 
humble servants. 

By order of the Committee. 

To the Honourable Samuel Tucker, Esq., President of the 
Provincial Congress, New-Jersey. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

It was suggested to the Committee, that General Lee 
will have occasion for the Intrenching Tools of this Colony 
for the use of his Troops while employed here ; that it will 
be necessary for their preservation and the convenience of 
the Army, to have a person appointed to take care of the 
said Intrenching Tools, and the other Military Stores of the 
Colony. And Richard Norwood being recommended for 
that purpose, 

Ordered, That Richard Norwood be, and he is hereby 
appointed, a Commissary, to take the care and delivery out, 
of all such Military Stores and implements of war, except 
Cannon, in this City and County of New- York, as shall 
be from time to time committed to his care, by order of this 
Committee, or the Provincial Congress ; to make no issues 
without order of the said Congress, or this Committee, or 
the commanding officer for the time being, of the Conti- 
nental Troops in this Colony ; to take receipts for every 
issue, to keep exact accounts of every receipt and issue, 
and to attend, when and where necessary, to receive back 
any stores that may be, from time to time, issued, and be 
returnable after service to the said Commissary, for the 
use of this Colony ; and that he be paid for his services, in 
his said office, as long as he shall be continued in the same, 
at and after the rate of eighteen and one-third dollars per 
month. 

And it is further Ordered. That he receive all such 
Military Stores and implements of war as aforesaid, into his 
care, as are now in the hands of Mr. Curtenius, exchanging 
proper vouchers with him in that case, and with all others, 
in all other future cases of receipts and issues. 

Colonel McDougall informed this Committee that Ma- 
jor-General Lee, on consulting his Engineer, was of opinion 
that the Intrenching Tools lately made in this Colony are 
not sufficiently numerous for the service ; and that General 
Lee has requested him to inform the Committee that an 
addition of the following articles will be necessary, to wit : 
Six hundred Pick-Axes, three hundred Hatchets, five 
hundred Handbarrovvs, three hundred Wheelbarrows, two 
hundred Crowbars, (in such form as Captain Smith, the 
Engineer, shall direct,) five hundred Iron-shod Shovels, or 
others equally useful. 

Ordered, That Colonel Peter T. Curtenius, as Com- 
missary of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, do, with 
all possible despatch, procure the said Intrenching Tools 
and Barrows, for the use of the Continental Army in this 
Colony. 

Whereas, the Poor of this City are in great distress, and 
many of them unable to procure subsistence at this incle- 
ment season : 
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Ordered, That the sum of two hundred Pounds be de- 
posited in the hands of Mr. William Vandcricater and 
Captain George Janeway, to be applied by them in pur- 
chasing barrelled Beef and ship Bread, to be delivered in 
bags; Turnips and Potatoes, Indian Corn-meal and Oak- 
wood, for and towards the support of such poor inhabitants 
of this city as may stand in need of assistance for their 
immediate subsistence. That when the said articles are 
purchased, Mr. Vanderivaier and Captain Janeway do 
convene the Vestrymen of the several Wards in this city, 
to the end that they, together, may proportion the quantity 
of the said articles so purchased, which the Poor of each 
Ward, from their circumstances, may require ; and the said 
Vestrymen, in their respective Wards, are requested to assist 
Mr. Vanderwater and Captain Janeway to dispose of the 
said articles to the poor inhabitants, in such proportion as to 
them shall appear to be necessary; and that a copy of this 
order, certified by one of the Secretaries, be a sufficient 
order to Mr. Vanderwater and Captain Janeway, on Mr. 
John Ramsey, for the sum of two hundred Pounds, out of 
the moneys put into his hands by this Committee, for the 
employment and support of the industrious Poor of this 
city ; and that Mr. Ramsey take the receipt of Mr. Vander- 
roater and Captain Janeway for that sum. 

Die Solis, 10 ho. A. M., February 11? 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Colonel .BrA- 
sher, Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Scott, Mr. Oothoudt, Mr. M, 
Graham. 

Mr, Henry Oothoudt was unanimously chosen Chair- 
man pro tempore. 

This Committee observing that the Cannon and Military- 
Stores, on and near the Battery, are now under removal to 
other parts of the city, and knowing that this transaction, 
both in its design and execution, is without the consent of 
this Committee, and even without their knowledge, other- 
wise than as discovered from the transaction itself, and as, 
perhaps, such removal may bring on a firing upon the city, 
li'om the ships-of-war in this port, which may greatly en- 
danger the publick Records of this Colony, this Com- 
mittee is fully of opinion, that the publick Records ought to 
be immediately removed to a place of greater safety than 
that in which they now are. 

Therefore, Ordered, That the said publick Records of 
this Colony, together with Samuel Bayard, Jun., Esq., the 
Deputy-Secretary of this Colony, be forthwith conveyed, 
under a proper guard of the Militia of the city of New- 
York, to the dwelling-house of Nicholas Bayard, Esq., 
Alderman of the Out- Ward of the said city, and be there 
securely kept under such guard until the further order of 
the Provincial Congress of this Colony, or of this Com- 
mittee of Safety ; and the said guard are hereby expressly 
required to permit the said Samuel Bayard, Jun., Esq., to 
have continual access to, and the direction of the said Re- 
cords, except that he, and every other person, be prevented 
from removing them, or any of them, from the place where 
they are hereby ordered to be deposited, until the further 
order of the Provincial Congress or of this Committee. 

And Ordered, That Colonel Lasher be requested to 
furnish a proper guard, and see this order executed. 

And Ordered, further, That Colonel Lasher fix on such 
Officers and Company of his Regiment, for thisj and any 
other duty, that may be directed, as he shall think proper, 
and report the same to this Committee ; the Committee 
hereby giving assurance that provision will be made for the 
pay and subsistence of such Company, equal to the Con- 
tinental establishment, while continued in service. 

3 ho. P. M., February 11, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Mr. Henry Oothoudt, Chairman, Mr. Scott, 
Mr. Tredwell, Mr. M. Graham, Mr. Sands, Colonel 
Brasher, Colonel McDougall. 

A Member of the Committee mentioned that Major- 
General Lee had informed him that Troops were expected 
in town very speedily, and requested that Barracks or rooms 
should be provided for them. 

The Committee are of opinion, that the placing of the 
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Troops in empty Houses will be less inconvenience to the 
inhabitants than any other method. 

Thereupon, Ordered, That the following gentlemen, to 
wit : Victor Bicker, Francis Bassett, Nicholas Carmer, 
Isaac Marschalk, Anthony Abrams, Henry Roome, Jacobus 
Bogert, Francis Bassett, Pctrus Byvanck, Evert Byvanck, 
and John Elliot, be requested to pass through the several 
Streets of the city, and make a list of the empty Houses in 
this city, and report the same to this Committee, as soon 
as possible. 

Sundry of those gentlemen being sent for, attended, and 
on request, engaged to undertake that service. They agreed 
to meet for that purpose, to-morrow, at nine o'clock ; and 
they are desired to take to their assistance any other pru- 
dent citizens whom they may think necessary, and find 
willing to assist them. 

Colonel Ritzema, from Montreal, came to the Commit- 
tee, and gave information of the present state of Canada, 
and the troops there. 

Colonel Lott came to the Committee, and informed that 
the Mercury sloop-of-war, and the two transports, which 
sailed with her, are anchored near Staten- Island. That he 
met several suspicious persons passing from Paulus-Hook 
towards Killvaukull Ferry ; that he was informed by a per- 
son near Killvaukull, that he apprehended that the ship- 
of-war and transports will commit depredations on the stock 
there. The Committee are of opinion that the most effec- 
tual measure to prevent such depredations is to request 
the Committee of Elizabethtoivn to send a parcel of men 
to protect the stock on Stattn-Island from depredations. 

In Committee of Safety, New- York, February II, 1776. 

Gentlemen: The Mercury ship-of-war, with two trans- 
ports under her convoy, are departed from this city, this 
afternoon, and we are well informed that they are anchored 
near Staten- Island. 

We are apprehensive that they intend to commit depre- 
dations on the stock on Staten- Island. We applied to the 
Provincial Congress of your Colony yesterday, requesting 
that Colonel Heard, with some of his troops, should be 
sent to the Island for a kw days, and sent that letter by 
Colonel Heard. We are apprehensive that Colonel Heard 
will come too late to prevent any attempt that may be 
made to take off the stock ; we, therefore, earnestly re- 
quest you, on receipt hereof, to despatch a part of your 
Militia to such parts of the Island where it is most likely any 
attempts of that kind may be made, to guard the Island 
until the said vessels are gone off, or Colonel Heard can 
arrive to their relief. If their design should be such as we 
suspect, they may, perhaps, be able to land about two hun- 
dred men. Please to inform Colonel Heard of this intel- 
ligence, and your proceedings in the premises. 

We are, respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient, 
humble servants. By order of the Committee. 
To the Chairman and Members of the Committee Eliza- 

bethtoum. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by express. 

Die Lunee, 10 ho. A. M., February 12, 1776. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Henry Oothoudt, Esq., Chairman, Colonel 
McDougall, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Tredwell, 
'Mr. Sands, Mr. M. Graham. 

An order from Major-General Lee was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit: 

" Head-Quarters, February 12, 1776. 

" Sir : You will give orders to the sentinels on the 
wharf to suffer those who produce a pass from the Com- 
mittee of Safety to go on board the Governour's ship. 
"Charles Lee, Major-General. 

" To the Officer commanding the Port Guard." 

Mr. Nicholas Low came into the Committee, and in- 
formed the Committee that he desires to go on in lading 
the Brig New- York. The Committee informed him, that 
they think he may proceed to lade the said Brigantine. 
Mr. Low, also, requested a permit to lade the Schooner 
Polly, William Montanye, Master, on account of Mr. Ni- 
cholas Governeur, with Flaxseed and Lumber. 



Thereupon, a permit was given to him, in words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

Mr. Nicholas Low is hereby permitted to lade the 
Schooner Polly, William Montanye, Master, with Flax- 
seed and Lumber, on account of Mr. Isaac Governeur. 

Colonel Curtenius, by request, attended the Committee,, 
He was directed, and is hereby requested and directed, to 
have an exact inventory made of all the Shirts, Blankets, 
Osnaburghs, Bedding, Linen, and other stores, which now 
are, or were lately in a foom at the Lower Barracks ; that; 
he have those goods put in a secure store, under his care, 
and that he return an inventory thereof to this Committee,, 

Colonel Curtenius informed the Committee that Major- 
General Lee had informed him that he has not any Com- 
missary for his Guard, and has applied to him to supply the 
said Guard with Provisions. 

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius apply to Major-Ge- 
neral Lee for his order or directions, what Rations he will 
order for his Guard, and that Colonel Curtenius supply the 
General's Guard with Provisions, according to his order, 
and charge the same to Continental account. 

"Philip Pelton is willing to serve his country in the ca- 
pacity of a Captain, or Quartermaster. I am the oldest of 
the name in this city, and properly qualified for the busi- 
ness." 

" Gentlemen : I am desirous of serving my native coun- 
try in the Provincial Army. 1 shall use my utmost endea- 
vours to discharge the duties of any office you shall see fit 
to appoint me to. I am perfectly well acquainted with all 
the military manoeuvres, having been for above three years 
in an Independent company. I am, gentlemen, your hum- 
ble servant, John Vbedenburgh, Jun." 

"Colonel Abraham Brasher: 

" Sir : The subscribers request you will be pleased to 
recommend them to the honourable Committee of Safety, 
and inform them that we are sincere friends to America 
and its liberties, and desirous to serve as First and Second 
Lieutenants, in any corps they be pleased to appoint, and 
are, sir, with great respect, your very humble servants, 

"John Burger, 
" James Prichard." 

" February 6, 1776. 

"Jacob Reed, Jun., is desirous of entering into the ser- 
vice of his country. Would be particularly obliged to Colo- 
nel Brasher in interesting for him. As he thinks himself 
capable, would wish for a First Lieutenancy, but rather 
than fail would accept of a Second." 

" New.York, February 2, 1776. 

"Daniel Pelton offers himself to the approbation of the 
gentlemen of the Committee of Safety for the Province 
of New-York, to serve as Lieutenant in the troops to be 
raised under their direction. 
" To Lieutenant-Colonel Brasher." 

"New.York, February 2, 1776. 

"Samuel Young offers himself to the approbation of the 

gentlemen of the Committee of Safety for the Province 

of New- York, to serve as a Second Lieutenant in the troops 

to be raised under their direction. 

"N. B. Or Ensign." 

" New- York, February 7, 1776. 

"Gentlemen: I would think it an honour to enter into 
the Continental service, to defend the just rights and pri- 
vileges of my country, if your Honours should think proper 
to accept of me as a Lieutenant. Your Honours' most 
humble servant, James Barritt. 

" To the Honourable Provincial Convention." 

» New.York, February 6, 1776. 

" Gentlemen : As there are a number of commissions 
to be given out to the Continental Army, 1 would humbly 
beg to offer myself as a Captain, or First Lieutenant, in one 
of the Companies to be raised, and am, with esteem, gen- 
tlemen, your most obedient servant, 

" Joseph Marschalk. 
" To the Committee of Safety for the City and County of 

New- York." 
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"New- York, February 10, 177G. 
"Gentlemen : I am desirous of serving my native coun- 
try in the Provincial Army as a Lieutenant. I shall use 
my utmost endeavours to discharge the duties of my office. 
1 am perfectly acquainted with all the military manoeuvres, 
having been for four years in an Independent company. 
" 1 am, gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

" William Myer, 
Living in Dock-Street, New- York. 
"To the Honourable Provincial Congress, New-York." 

" New-York, February 12, 1776. 
" Ambitious of serving my country in a military capacity, 
should be glad of an appointment to a commission in the 



battalions to be raised in this Province. I am, sir, your 

very humble servant, ., „. --, 

' " Matthew Llarkson. 

" To John Vanderbill, Esq." 

" Monday, February 12, 1776. 

" Sir : Impressed with a sense of the obligation I lie 

under, of defending the liberties of America, I would beg 

leave to offer my services to the Congress, requesting I 

might be appointed to some commission (as the House 

might think fitting) in one of the new-raised battalions. 

"And remain, sir, your most obedient servant, 

" John W. Watkins. 

" To the President of the Provincial Congress in New- 
York." 



ARTHUR LEE TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

London, February 13, 1776. 
The enclosed will easily explain itself. The intelli- 
gence you should observe, and take measures accordingly. 
A fund for necessary expenses should be fixed here in such 
hands as can be confided in. You know who is to be trust- 
ed. From experience, I can say, (though without any 
connection, or commerce with them,) the New-England 
men are fittest to be trusted in any dangerous or important 
enterprise. Show this only to R. H. Lee, of Virginia, 
and he will guess from whence it comes 



Third, Ninth, Eleventh, Twentieth, and Twenty-Fourth. 
Lord Howe is appointed to the command at sea, but the com- 
mander on land is not known; certain, however, it is, that 
there are two Lieutenant-Generals, and one of them old, that 
go with the Germans, so that it must be some one of great 
reputation, and old in the service, to command over them. 
It is therefore conjectured, Count de Lij)pe will be the 
man. He commanded the army in Portugal during the 
last war. They are taking up East-Indiamen for the trans- 
port service, supposing they will be able to beat off the 
cruizers. A great number of artillery and wagon-horses 



The intelligence, if it gets to hand in time, should be are to be sent, and a train of large battering cannon is pre- 

communicated as soon as possible to every part of America, P arm g> which, it would seem, can only be intended against 

that she may be prepared. Quebeck, should it be taken by General Montgomery. 

The English and Irish troops go with infinite reluctance, 

and strong guards are obliged to be kept upon the trans- 

DEAnbni: lour letter of the 30th of November, 1775, ports to keep them from deserting by wholesale. The 

announcing the appointment of a Secret Committee, Germans, too, I am well informed,°are almost mutinous • 

reached me a few days since. Miscarriages will be mani- but the Landgrave of Hesse is an absolule tyrant and 

fold, indeed, if you have not frequently heard from me. must be obeyed. It is, therefore, conceived, that if the 

AH my solicitude has been about my letters reaching you ; "^ ' ' . . _ . » 
every disguise was necessary to effect that. I am, how- 
ever, much obliged to the General for the step taken to 



Congress have proposals prepared in English and Ger- 
man, to distribute among them when they "land, which no 
precautions can prevent, multitudes will desert. 

Upon the whole, the Ministry, if every thing favours 
them, may have about thirty thousand men in America by 
. the latter end of June. They will have no horse but two 

whole Continent. 1 hat 1 may be explicit, the second and regiments of Light Dragoons, now there, and Bur<roune's 
last are men whom I cannot trust. If I am to commit my- which is to go. If the Americans have horse welf trained 
self into an unreserved correspondence, they must be left to the woods, it will harass such an army infinitely • and 
out, and Us. or the A's. put in their pjaces. This letter, if they act upon the defensive, intrench well, harass 



secure me; yet, I cannot tell to what fatality it is owing, 
that of the five, two are men of whom I have more diffi- 
dence than of any others, 1 had almost said, through the 



therefore, is to you, sir, and not to the Committee. I can- 
not imagine that what I desire can be deemed impertinent, 
when it is considered that the very purpose of its appoint- 
ment is, so far as it relates to me, disappointed by these 
members. The selection of them, instead of inspiring 
confidence, gives me an apprehension, which I did not feel 
while they were in the general mass. 

You will be curious to know what are the Ministerial 
intentions, and their force for the next campaign. The 



them continually, cut off their convoys, and if ever they 
hazard an engagement, make their push upon one wing ; 
it is imagined here that no General on earth can make the 
campaign decisive, and it is hardly possible this country 
can stand another. They have found it impossible to re- 
cruit in England, Ireland, or Scotland, though the leading 
people of the last, are, to a man, violently against America. 
They have, therefore, been obliged to draft from the other 
regiments to complete those which are going, so that when 



following is their army upon paper: Hessians, twelve thou- the whole are embarked, there will be scarce' two thousand 

sand; Brunsivickers, Woolfenbutlers, and Waldeckers, five men remaining in Ireland, and as many in England be- 

thousand ; six Regiments under Lord Cornwallis, three sides the Foot Guards and Cavalry. ' 

.i. j. _...i . i... .i._c r , j. j am we][ asgurec | that the jp renc ^ Government will 

wink at the exportation of arms and ammunition. A 
General of the first abilities and experience, would go 
over, if he could have any assurance from the Con- 
gress of keeping his rank ; but, that being very high, he 
would not submit to have any one but an American his°supe- 
rior, and that only in consideration of the confidence due 
to an American, in a question so peculiarly American. 

Let me have your opinion of all these things. The op- 
position gains ground, and the nation begins°to feel ; but, 
America must trust to her own arm, and Heaven for pro- 
tection. The Resolutions of January 2d do you infinite 
honour, and will undoubtedly serve the cause. Your con- 
duct, I trust, will be noble, as that is great and good. I 
know your attachment to the country you have adopted. 
Prince Ferdinand's recommendation of the General men- 
tioned above, is in these words: " Si V on veut un otfeier 
aprouve intelligent, et brave; je we scai si non peut t'rouver- 
un autre qui h vaille." ["As to experience, intelligence, 
and valour, I do not know whether another can be found to 
equal him."] 

Your letter of the 30ih of November, 1.775, cost nine- 



thousand ; eight more, to sail in the Spring, four thousand ; 
Highlanders, two thousand ; now in America, eight thou- 
sand. 

The sailing, and destination of this armament, is thus: 
Those under General Lord Cornwallis, are now embarked 
at Cork, and wait for sailing orders; their destination, Vir- 
ginia. By the treaty, just now signed, the Germans are 
to be ready on the 27th of this month, to march to the 
sea-coast and embark, but for what part of America is not 
exactly known ; the march by land is near six weeks, so 
that they cannot sail before April. The second embarka- 
tion from Cork will be about the same time ; and, it seems 
probable, that their destination will be against Canada, un- 
der Gtiiieral Burgoyne, who is soliciting that command. In 
the mean time the Twenty-Ninth Regiment, with General 
Carlelon's brother, is to sail from hence immediately, to rein- 
force Qucbeck, supposing that they can get high enough up 
the river, as far as the Isle of Orleans, to make good their 
march by land. The regiments under Lord Cornwallis 
are the Thirty-Seventh, Thirty-Third, Fifty-Fourth, Fif- 
teenth, Twenty-Eighth, and Forty-Sixth. Those for the 
Spring, are the Thirty-Fourth, Fifty-Third, Sixty-Second, 
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teen shillings and six-pence postage, there was so much 
superfluous paper ; would not a packet sent to some o the 
Canary Islands, and committed to proper care, reach us 
safest and soonest ? If there is any friend there to be 
trusted, the opportunities from thence, hither, are frequent. 
Cover mine, and address it to John Horsfall, Esq., Trea- 
surer, Middle- Temple. 
Lieutenant-Governour Colden, New-York. 
February 13, 1776, 

Dear Sir: I received, a few days since, yours of the 
30ih of November, 1775, informing me of the appoint- 
ment of a Secret Committee. I am sorry, however, to 
say that, second and last upon the list, are men in whom 
1 cannot confide ; and I am not a little surprised that it 
should so happen that these two men are upon such a 
, Committee, while others are omitted with whom I am 
known to be in habits of communication and confidence. 
I therefore trust this with you, and not with the Com- 
mittee, in whom I cannot repose any confidence, till these 
two men are removed. I have written to you repeatedly, 
and by some conveyance which, I think, cannot possibly 

miscarry. 

The enclosed list is the Ministerial army upon paper. 
In effect, it will amount to about fifteen thousand Germans, 
and eighteen thousand British; their destination I can now 
give you with some certainty; four thousand Brunswickers 
and fValdtckers, with five hundred Hessians from Hanau, 
are now at Stade, a port in Hanover, ready for immediate 
embarkation, and destined for Canada, to be joined by the 
Twenty-Ninth Regiment, and one thousand draughted 
from the Foot Guards under Colonel Mathews. There is 
to be another embarkation in the Spring, from Ireland for 
Canada, and the whole is to be commanded by General 
Burgoyne, and Carleton I believe recalled. 

The second body, being Hessians, are to march this day 
for Stade, and the third on 14th of next month ; these are 
for Boston. Lord Cornwallis, with six regiments, to sail 
immediately from Cork for Virginia, where General Clin- 
ton is to take the command. They have certain assuran- 
ces of being joined by the Scotch in Virginia, and those 
on the borders of North- Carolina, under the command of 
one McDonald. In the mean time, they have been direct- 
ed to protect themselves under a treaty of neutrality. 
Besides this land force, Lord Hoive is to have a fleet of 
seventy-two sail, to block up the coast. For this purpose, 
large ships are to stationed at the mouths of the great 
rivers, and the rest are to cruise at some distance from the 
coast three deep, but not in file, so as to render it more 

difficult to cross them — as thus : . They are to 

get possession of New-York and Hudson's River, so as 
to cut off all south and north communication ; and they 
have some idea of attacking Canada too, by Montreal. 
Halifax is to be their naval magazine. 

The Germans are commanded by two Lieutenant-Gene- 
rals, of whom the eldest is named De Heister, and has 
some military character. This is the favourable view of 
their plan. On the contrary, the whole army, native and 
foreign, is averse to the service, so that it is much appre- 
hended, that if the Provincials are dexterous in throwing 
among them advantageous propositions, and faithful in per- 
forming them, the desertion will be immense. The Bri- 
tish troops have not one in five that is a soldier, the rest 
are boys and debilitated manufacturers, just recruited, at the 
reduced standard of five feet four inches. A vast number 
of the best subaltern officers have quitted the service. It 
is thought they will make Howe Commander-in-chief, 
which must disgust the German Generals, who are much 
older. The expense will be immense ; the difficulty of pro- 
viding magazines immense ; and another campaign hardly 
possible. Lord George Sackville is the Minister, with 
absolute and haled authority, even in the Cabinet. He is 
a rash, imperious, and unprincipled man, with moderate 
abilities, and much plausibility, but wholly under the coun- 
sels of your* countrymen, who push this matter on with 
blind violence. 

Great expectations, too, are entertained from treachery 
in the Provincials. Dr. Church was in league with others, 
particularly Fleming, the printer. This I have from Minis- 

[* Govemour Colden was a Scotchman.] 



terial authority, which may be depended on. They will, 
also, endeavour to depreciate the Congress paper, by 
throwing in forged notes. A General of the first rank and 
abilities, would come over if the Congress would authorize 
any one to promise him a proper reception. This I had 
from Mr. Lee, Agent for Massachusetts ; but it must be 
secret with you, as 1 was not to mention it. Adieu. 
Lieutenant-Governour Colden. 
February 14, 1776. 



GOV. WRIGHT TO HIS MAJESTY'S COUNCIL AT SAVANNAH. 

On board His Majesty's Ship Scarborough, at Oockspur, ) 

February 13, 1776. $ 

Honourable Gentlemen : After using my best en- 
deavours, for upwards of three weeks, to prevail on those 
in whose hands the present ruling powers are, that the 
commanders of His Majesty's ships here might obtain as- 
surances that they might come to town, and have a free 
intercourse with me, without receiving any insult from 
the people assembled in and about town ; also, that the 
King's ships might be supplied with provisions, on paying 
the full price or value of it; and finding that the last mes- 
sage relative to these measures, which I desired the Re- 
presentatives of the town of Savannah to deliver to the 
persons exercising those powers, was so lightly treated, and 
so little regarded, as that, although delivered on I'lttsday 
morning, the 6th instant, yet I received no kind of answer 
to it for five days, nor did I understand whether it was 
meant to give me any answer, or not ; and well knowing 
that it was essential to His Majesty's service, and the wel- 
fare of this Province, that I should have an interview with 
the King's officers here — for these reasons, and many others 
which you were made acquainted with, and approved of, I 
determined, at all events, to attempt coming down here, 
where I arrived safe at three o'clock yesterday morning ;* 
and, after having examined and duly weighed and consi- 
dered my several letters from England, and General Howe, 
at Boston, and after having had a full conversation with 
His Majesty's officers here, I have the great satisfaction 
to be able to affirm, from the best authority, that the forces 
now here will not commit any hostilities against this Pro- 
vince, although full sufficient to reduce and overcome 
every opposition that could be attempted to be made, and 
that nothing is meant or wanted, but a friendly intercourse, 
and a supply of fresh provisions. This may be entirely 
relied upon. This His Majesty's officers have an undoubt- 
ed right to expect, and what they insist upon ; and this I 
not only now solemnly require, in His Majesty's name, 
but, also, as (probably) the best friend the people in Geor- 
gia have, advise them, without the least hesitation, to com- 
ply with, or it may not be in my power to insure them 
the continuance of the peace and quietude they now have, 
if it may be called so. 

His Majesty has been graciously pleased to grant me 
leave to return to England, and (whatever may be thought) 
my regard for the Province and people is such that I can- 
not avoid (and possibly for the last time) exhorting the 
people to save themselves and posterity from that total 
ruin and destruction which (although they may not yet) 
1 most clearly see is at the threshold of their doors ; and I 
cannot leave them without again warning them, in the 
most earnest and friendly manner, to desist from their pre- 
sent plans and resolutions. It is still in their power, and, 
if they will enable me to do it, I will, as far as I can, en- 
gage to give, and endeavour to obtain for them, full pardon 
and forgiveness for all past crimes and offences ; and this 
I conjure them to consider well and most seriously of, be- 
fore it is too late. But, let things happen ns they may, 
be it remembered that I, this day, in the King's name, 
offer the people of Georgia the olive-branch, that most 

* Savannah, in Georgia, February 14, 1776. — His Excellency the 
Governour, with his family, left this place last Sunday night, and wont 
on board His Majesty's ship Scarborough, lying at Tybee. 

Last Thursday, Captain Wright arrived at Tybce, in a schooner, 
from Grenada, and, next day, a large transport.ship arrived with sol- 
diers from Boston. Lord William Campbell is on board His Majesty's , 
ship Syren. 

February 21. — A transport-ship arrived at Cockspur, on the 12th in- 
stant, from Boston, with more soldiers. 

His Majesty's ship Raven sailed from Tybee on Saturday morning, 
on a cruise. His Majesty's ship Cherokee, the two transport-ships 
which lately arrived from Boston, a sloop, and three small vessels, are 
now lying at anchor, within three miles of this toivn. 
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desirable object and inestimable blessing, the return of 
peace and happiness to them and their posterity. 

Captain Barclay has desired me to notify that he is 
willing and ready to give every assistance in his power to 
the captains of all such merchant ships as may be legally 
cleared out, to enable them to proceed on their respective 
voyages. I am also to acquaint you that the detention of 
the schooner, on Friday or Saturday last, proceeded en- 
tirely from a mistake by the officer who commanded the 
armed sloop, and that, if the owner will send down, the 
schooner will not only be delivered up, but any reasonable 
price paid for the damaged rice that was on board, (part of 
which has been used to feed hogs and poultry,) or they 
may take it away again. I am also to mention that the 
same armed sloop will be sent up to-morrow to Four- 
Mile-Point, in order to get fresh water, and for no other 
purpose. 

This letter, which I consider of the utmost consequence 
and importance to the whole people of Georgia, 1 must 
desire you will be pleased to communicate to the Con- 
gress, if sitting, and, if not, to those who are called the 
Council of Safety, and especially to the inhabitants of the 
town and Province, in general, and acquaint them that I 
shall expect their full and clear answer to every part of it, 
in a reasonable time. 

I am, with perfect esteem, gentlemen, your most obedi- 
ent and faithful servant, James Wright. 

To the Honourable James Mack ay, Esq., and the rest of 
the Members of His Majesty's Council, at Savannah. 



EXTRACT OP A LETTER FROM NEWBERN, NORTH-CAROLINA, 
DATED FEBRUARY 13, 1776. 

An express arrived here yesterday from the back coun- 
try, informing us that the Regulators and Tories were 
making head there, and intended marching lo Cross-Creek, 
and from thence to Cape-Fear. 1 am of opinion they will 
get well flogged before they reach Cape-Fear, provided 
they will fight. Our Minute-Men, and part of the Militia, 
march to-morrow, and will join Colonel Caswell in Dobbs 
County, from which place he will march in two or three 
days, with near a thousand men under his command. Col- 
onel John Rutherford informed me, this day, that Colonel 
Ashe, in New-Hanover County, was on his march, two 
days ago, against the Regulators, &.c, with near two thou- 
sand men. If three or four more of our Colonels in this 
Province raise as many, which 1 expect will soon be the 
case, they will be able to attack ten thousand Regulars, 
and beat them, too, as I think our men will fight with great 
resolution. 



MANIFESTO FROM THOMAS RUTHERFORD, COLONEL OF THE 
CUMBERLAND (NORTH-CAROLINA) MILITIA. 

To. the lovers of order and good government : 

Whereas, I thought it expedient, for the support of our 
excellent Constitution, which the rebellious and disaffected 
have of late endeavoured to overturn, to call a general 
muster of the County of Cumberland, at Cross- Creek, on 
Monday, the 12th of this instant ; and as, from the idle 
and false reports spread by wicked and ignorant men, great 
numbers of His Majesty's liege subjects have failed to at- 
tend, and others, who did give their attendance, have shown 
themselves influenced by those unjust apprehensions of 
danger : 

This, is, therefore, to command, enjoin, beseech, and re- 
quire all His Majesty's faithful subjects within the County 
of Cumberland to repair to the King's Royal standard, at 
Cross-Creek, on or before the 16th present, in order to 
join the King's army ; otherwise, they must expect to fall 
under the melancholy consequences of a declared rebel- 
lion, and expose themselves to (he just resentment of an 
injured, though gracious Sovereign. 

Thomas Rutherford, Colonel. 
Cross-Creek, February 13, 1776. 



DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF CAROLINE, ETC., VIRGINIA. 

At a meeting of the District Committee for the Coun- 
ties of Caroline, Spottsylvania, King George, and Staf- 



ford, at the Town-house in Fredericksburgh, February 13, 
J 776. Present: James Taylor, George Taylor, Walker 
Taliaferro, Fielding Lewis, Mann Page, Sen., Joseph 
Brock, William Fitzhugh, Samuel Selden, William Gar- 
rett, and George Waugh, Gentlemen. 

The said Committee unanimously appointed Fielding 
Lewis, Gentleman, Chairman, and John Chew, Jan., their 
Clerk, and then proceeded to the choice of Field-Officers 
lo fill up the several vacancies in the Minute service in the 
said District; whereupon the following gentlemen were 
chosen, viz : Richard Johnston, Esq., Colonel, Lewis Wil- 
lis, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel, and Andrew Buchanan, 
Esq., Major. Fielding Lewis, Chairman. 

John Chew, Jun., Clerk. 



WILLIAM LUX TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Baltimore, February 13, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Captain Charles Wells, of the pilot-boat 
Chatham, has applied to me to be excused from taking on 
board the flour which he has engaged to take in on account 
of the Province, as the gentlemen, who are concerned .in 
the adventure, are afraid it might subject the vessel to a 
seizure, in case a tender should happen to meet her, either 
here, or going into Statia. The flour is purchased by us, 
and has been ever since you were here, and we have been 
waiting every day for his order to send it down. We can- 
not undertake to grant the indulgence, without your direc- 
tions, and he now waits on you for that purpose. If you 
can allow us to load the sloop I mentioned, this flour may 
be a part of her cargo in case you permit Captain Wells to 
leave it out, and 1 shall be glad to have your answer by 
him. 

I am, most respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient 

servant, TI t t 

' William Lux. 

To the Honourable Council of Safety of Maryland. 



To (he Honourable the Deputies of the Provincial Con- 
gress assembled in and for the Province o/*New-York. 
The humble Petition of William Dusenberry, Doctor of 
Physick and Surgery, sheweth : 
That your petitioner hath r.egularly served under Doc- 
tor Peter Hugcford, of Westchester County, to acquire a 
perfect knowledge in that science, and hath long practised 
in that department, to the general satisfaction of his patients, 
and hopes, by his experience and the recommendation pf 
his friends, hereunto subscribed, to be heard before the 
honourable Convention, that, if need be, he may be ap- 
pointed Doctor, to serve in any one of the battalions, to be 
now raised within your Province, and the favour shall be 
gratefully acknowledged by his assiduity to his business.... 

Your petitioner therefore prays that his petition may be 
heard, and, as in duty bound, he shall ever pray, &c, 
William Dusenberry, David Pye, 
Gilbert Cooper, John Coe, 

James Christie, Jonah Halsted, per order. 

John Coleman, John Sufrin, per order. 

Orange County, New- York, February 13, 1776. 



ABRAHAM GODWIN TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New- York, February 13, 1776. 
Gentlemen: The love of my country, since my mind 
has been capable of judging, ever held the predominancy 
in my breast. I have, therefore, at all tioies, stepped for- 
ward in its defence, when need required it ; and now, at 
this trying crisis, again desire to be employed in my coun- 
try's cause. For that purpose did I offer my service in the 
battalion raised in New-Jersey, and my appointment to a 
company in that Province was agreed upon ; but, when 
the arrangement was nearly concluded, one of the members 
of the honourable New-Jersey Congress, being desirous of 
entering the service, I was set aside. I have, therefore, 
with all despatch, laid my intention before the honourable 
New- York Congress, and should be glad to have the com- 
mand of a company bestowed on me in the service, if there 
is a vacancy. For that purpose I have inlisted the best 
part of my company already, provided 1 have a commis- 
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sion granted me, and make no scruple, but shall, in a fort- 
night, have my full complement of men. And if the ho- 
nourable Congress shall be compliant to my entreaty, my 
country shall find me a strenuous supporter of its privi- 

e ° es " Abraham Godwin. 

To the Honourable New-York Congress. 

EGBERT DUMOND TO JOHN McKESSON. 

Kingston, February 13, 1770. 
Sib : I am sorry to hear of the alarm at present in your 
city, which, beyond all doubt, must be the ruin of the place, 
occasioned by those rascally tories amongst us, and make 
no doubt but they will receive their just reward. You 
remember when I was in Congress last Summer, Colonel 
Clinton insisted on me to accept of being Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel in bis regiment ; my business, of being Sheriff, would 
not admit of my going. As I am determined, if any offers 
of that kind are now offered, I shall have no objections to 
go and defend the liberties of my country, wherever they 
please to order rne, I need not semi any recommendations 
to the gentlemen of the Congress, as most part of them 
are well acquainted with my abilities, and my attachment 
to the cause of liberty, which we are now contending for. 
This winter, being in Philadelphia, was asked by some 
of the Delegates there, and told them, I had no objections. 
Please to mention it to Mr. Jay, and the rest of the gentle- 
men of your acquaintance, and especially those of Albany, 
Schenectady, and Tryon, and Col. Ten Broeck, of Dutch- 
ess, and shall be obliged to you for your aid in this affair, 
provided it is consistent with your duty. Beg a few lines 
from you. Excuse haste. I am, dear sir, yours, &c, 

Egbert Dumond. 

To John McKesson, Esq., at New-York. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read February 21, 1776 ] 

Albany, February 13, 1776. 

Sir: Mr. Macarty, who is just arrived from Canada, 
delivered me the enclosed. He is capable of giving infor- 
mation to Congress which has confirmed me in my opinion 
of the necessity of sending, immediately, a Committee into 
Canada. 

The New- York Congress have sent me twelve thousand 
five hundred dollars, to raise a regiment in this quarter, for 
the Canada service. 1 have already too much business on 
my hands, without this addition ; but as the General Com- 
mittee of this County meet on Thursday, I will lay the 
request before them, and if they think it can be complied 
with, I will do my endeavours. 

I have an infinity of trouble with those people to whom 
I promised a bounty to march into Canada. Enclose a 
Copy of a letter which I yesterday delivered Colonel War- 
ner. I hope what 1 have there recommended will meet 
with the approbation of Congress. If he should be able 
to form a regiment out of the people mentioned, the num- 
ber of troops in Canada will, notwithstanding, be less than 
what Congress intended, as two regiments cannot, by any 
means, be raised out of the other troops now in Canada. 
It will, besides, save a very considerable expense, which 
must necessarily accrue by his men coming away, and 
others being sent in lieu. 

Yesterday, near thirty Oneidas and Mohawks called 
upon and delivered me a speech ; part of it relates to But- 
ler, who is holding a Council at Niagara. They pretend 
that he may do mischief there, and asked my leave to go 
and bring him home. 1 suspect he has failed in his at- 
tempts upon the Indians, and that he and his friends have 
fallen on this method, that he may return with safety to 
his family in the Mohawk's country. I am not yet deter- 
mined what answer to give them ; at any rate, if lie is 
permitted to come home, we must have some better secu- 
rity than his own word. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient, humble ser- 
vant, „ 

ruiLip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &,c. 

P. S. I am informed that the merchants from this place, 
who are gone to Canada, will certainly bring a considera- 



ble quantity of nails from there. I had thoughts of send- 
ing lor a supply from thence ; but, reflecting that hard cash 
was so difficult to be got, I think it best, upon the whole, 
to purchase them from the merchants, when they arrive 
here, although they will come higher. I shall, however, 
take care that I may not be disappointed in getting them, 
by immediately writing to General Wooster on the subject. 
Yours, Sic. &c., Philip Schuyler. 

Point-aux-Fer, February 7, 1776. 

Dear Sir: As so much depends upon immediate relief 
in Canada, and a proper arrangement in Canada to carry 
those intentions into execution, I cannot help being greatly 
alarmed and much shocked, to hear of the great confusion 
and irregularity now at Montreal. For particulars, refer 
you to Mr. Macarty, the bearer, who is a friend to the 
cause, and may be depended on. Unless those things are 
put upon a better footing, men's reputations in the service, 
as well as the service itself, will greatly suffer, and the Ca- 
nadians will form an indifferent opinion of us. 

Colonel Hazen requests me to mention this matter, and 
am, with respect, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Edward Antill. 
To General Schuyler. 

Albany, February 12, 1776. 

Sir : As many of the men that you raised, in conse- 
quence of my orders of the 14th January last, were not 
marched by the 1st February, and as I informed you, in 
my letter of the 25th ultimo, that I would not allow any 
bounty except to such as were marched by that day, and 
as you now inform me, that many more are marched than 
what you have received the bounty for, I will supply you 
with a further sum, on condition that such as were not 
marched by the first February, but are since marched, do 
engage to remain in the service, in Canada, or procure 
others in their stead, for the ensuing campaign, unless 
sooner discharged. You are, therefore, to make me a re- 
turn of the names of all such men as were marched before 
the first day of February, and, also, another return of all 
such men as are since marched. 

As soon as you arrive in Canada, you will try what num- 
ber of men you can get to remain in Canada, out of those 
you have sent, and send me their names. All such as will 
remain for the campaign, you will form into companies, 
agreeable to the Continental regulations. If any of the 
men that are gone under Major Cady, will remain, you are 
also to send me a separate list of them. Perhaps there may 
be a sufficient number out of both. corps to form a regiment. 
These returns should be sent me immediately, that 1 may 
not be at a loss to arrange the Army. 1 am, &c. 

Philip Schuyler. 
To Lieutenant-Colonel Warner. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read March 4, 1776.] 

Montreal, February 13, 1776. 
Sir: Since writing the letter to Congress enclosed with 
this, I have been considering of the force intended by Con- 
gress to be sent into this country. Perhaps I may be mis- 
taken, but I cannot but be of opinion that the Ministry 
will send a great force into this Province in the Spring, and 
our every thing depends upon our having a force upon the 
spot superior to them. In that case we shall keep the Ca- 
nadians in our interest, otherwise we may depend upon 
their being our enemies. They will think it necessary to ' 
exert themselves against us, in order to make their peace 
with their former masters. I need not mention to you the 
almost infinite importance of keeping this Province. Mr. 
Walker and Mr. Price will tell you what dependance is to 
be placed in the Canadians. I could wish that ten thou- 
sand men might be pushed into this country, by the first of 
May, which will be a respectable army. Much depends 
upon the good or ill success of the first encounter, should 
there be any. I hope, sir, that vigorous exertions for keep- 
ing this Province will be properly represented to Con- 
gress. Qnebeck must be taken before May ; yet we have 
neither proper artillery nor ammunition ; however, a suf- 
ficient number of men of resolution, I hope, will ef- 
fect it. .,•.,: 
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' I am, sir, with the greatest respect and esteem, your 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

David Wooster. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President, &c. 



EDWARD MOTT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

February 13, 1776, 

Honoured Sir: The method that General Schuyler 
hath paid the northern troops off by is (counting the num- 
ber of days they have been in the service, and then to count 
every thirty days for a month, which makes better than 
twenty pounds, lawful money, wages,) more to each com- 
pany than the rolls made up by our Pay-Table ; and, like- 
wise, the billet-rolls he allows one dollar per week, which 
is one hundred dollars more to each company than is re- 
covered by the rolls sent up from our Pay-Table ; and, 
also, the money advanced to deserters, hath not been pro- 
perly stated on the rolls that hath been sent up from said 
Pay-Table; all which makes about sixty pounds, lawful 
money, loss, to each company from this Colony, which is 
allowed to the troops from the other Colonies of the North- 
ern Army ; all which might be allowed, if properly applied 
for. Even on the rolls that have been settled, I dare say 
the General would allow the balance, if some proper per- 
son should be sent to represent the case and request the 
balance. 

The whole of the difference, in the manner of making 
up the rolls, will, in my opinion, make two thousand pounds 
difference to this Colony. 

The expense my subalterns were at when sent down 
with the sick, and the money stopped on account of what 
I received more than the Pay-Table mean to allow, I hope 
your Honour will not forget. 

I am your Honour's most obedient and humble servant, 

Edward Mott. 
To Governour Trumbull. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO JAMES WARREN. 

Cambridge, February 13, 1776. 

Sir : I take the liberty to enclose you a letter which I 
received, a few days ago, from Captain William Wood, 
upon the subject of his parole and confinement to the Coun- 
ty of Gloucester. As some of the captains, who have been 
taken by the Continental armed vessels, have been, and 
are, allowed a greater indulgence than what he is, he seems 
to be uneasy, and hopes that your honourable Court will 
permit the Committee to enlarge his parole. I have been 
long and intimately acquainted with Captain Wood, and in 
justice to him, beg leave to inform you, that I think him 
exceedingly worthy of any favours that you can do him, 
consistent with the good of the great cause we are embark- 
ed in, and that any further indulgences you may incline to 
grant him, he will gratefully acknowledge and not abuse. 
He would wish to have the liberty of going to some of the 
other towns, where some of his acquaintances are. If, sir, 
it shall not be incompatible with any determination of your 
honourable body, I could wish his request to be complied 
with. I shall be much obliged by a fine from you, that I 
may give him an answer, and pray, as this application is 
founded in principles of humanity, that you will excuse it. 

1 am, sir, with much esteem and regard, your most obe- 
dient servant, Robert h Harrison> 

To the Honourable James Warren, Esq. 

Gloucester, February 1, 1776. 
Dear Sir : Your kind treatment to me, in this unhap- 
py situation, makes me more free to trouble you again for 
your kind assistance. When I saw you last, on my way 
down to this place, I did not know but the Court had given 
orders that I was to have my parole, as the rest of the cap- 
tains ; but to my great surprise, I am bound to the borders 
of this town, and not to go out of it, on any pretence what- 
ever. This, I think, is very hard upon me, as I can assure 
you, had I my liberty to go even into Boston, I would not 
accept of it ; as I would see the determination of the vessel, 
if it is in your power, by representing me to the Court, to 
get me my enlargement farther, such as going to Cam- 
bridge. As I want to see you, letting you know my case, 



which is in a very bad situation, the Committee, in this 
town, has used me, in every respect, like a gentleman, and 
desired me to write to you on this occasion. I am sorry 
to trouble you, but depend on it, your kindness at this time 
to me shall be paid with honour and never to be forgot. I 
make no doubt but you will do your endeavour for me, and 
shall be glad to hear from you by Captain Nellis, and be- 
lieve me, in the interim, your obliged friend and very hum- 
ble servant, «r w 

' William Wood. 

To Mr. Harrison. 

Ix Council, February 17, 1776. — Read, and 
Ordered, That the said William Wood be permitted, on 

his parole, to pass and repass, at pleasure, from and to 

Cambridge and Newburyport. 

Perez Morton, Dep'y Sec'y. 

MONSIEUR BEGOZZAT TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OP 
SAFETY. 
St. Pierre, Martinico, February 14, 1776. 

Gentlemen: As I never considered the American af- 
fairs otherwise but the endeavours of tyranny against the 
liberties of mankind, and looking upon the North of Ame- 
rica as the sacred asylum contrived in this age by the Di- 
vine Providence against the despotick power, who has filled 
the three parts of this world with misery and poverty, I 
think I am honoured in being employed in so noble a cause. 
It is on this principle, gentlemen, I take the liberty to write 
you by the opportunity of Robert Parker, to offer my ser- 
vice to your Committee ; you may be certain that nobody 
will serve your interest with so much zeal as I. 

I gave Robert Parker a very short expedition. I in- 
tend every day to send away Captain Peverly. These 
two vessels will carry ten thousand pounds of gunpowder. 
I am loading now two other vessels, which I hope will 
depart very soon. We are expecting, every day, a ves- 
sel departed from France wilh about twenty thousand 
pounds of gunpowder; and I am in hopes that what we 
will receive from France this month will amount to sixty 
thousand pounds. I will advise you every month of the 
quantity expected. 

Warlike provisions are not so common as they ought to 
be, on the account they have reported in Europe the Ame- 
rican affair would be settled this Winter. Some vessels 
bring no ammunition, but by letters departed the 20th of 
January last, advising that the war will continue this year 
in America, there will be plenty in America in the months 
of May and June. 

Ammunition is not the only article wanting by the Ame- 
ricans, viz : woollen and linen clothes, dress, pins and 
needles, a great quantity of goods the most necessary in 
private use of life, are wanting greatly, and you may be pro- 
vided with those articles here. The purpose of this letter is 
to desire you to send the patterns of every thing wanting. I 
will send them to Old France, and our market will be pro- 
vided with them in four or five months' time. I sent a 
memorial to the French Ministry concerning the trade we 
can settle here with New-England, but as your articles we 
usually consume here, viz: fish, lamp oil, spermaceti can- 
dles, pork, beef, hair, boards, and hoops, cannot amount to 
a great sum of money, I asked, in my memorial to the Mi- 
nistry, to ship from hence to Old France, potashes, beaver, 
lamp oil in casks of sixty gallons, well hooped, to go to 
Old France. These articles, added to those, will pro- 
duce a sufficient sum of money to maintain 'your exchange 
here. 

For the Southern Colonies, I asked that Virginia tO' 
bacco, of which we consume thirty or forty millions pounds 
every year, be introduced to France by the way of Mar- 
tinico. This article is very valuable, and will pay here a 
large quantity of goods wanted in America. Carolina in- 
digo will find, likewise, great advantage in the French 
trade. 

You may be certain, gentlemen, that Continental ves- 
sels will find always good protection in our ports. You 
will see, by the report I send you, of the frigate Argus at- 
tempting to search a Continental vessel loading, by me, with 
gunpowder. Any Continental vessel coming here will be 
safe. 

If you have any particular or secret demands to our Go- 
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vernment, send tbetn to me, and I promise to return you a 
positive answer. 

I think proper to advise you that the sloop Molly, Cap- 
tain Conway, master, loaded with flour, coming from Ma- 
ryland, on the account he was pursued by an English 
rfian-of-war, not only obtained permission to anchor here, 
but to sell his cargo of flour. Give to your vessels a letter 
for me, and 1 will procure you all that they will want, or 
to be introduced, or to sell or to purchase those goods. 

You may assure your countrymen they have good friends 
in this country, who think that the sacred fire of liberty 
stands no where else now, but in the North of America, 
and that the brave people to which the Divine Providence 
has trusted it, will continue it a fire for future generations. 

I am, honourable gentlemen, your most humble servant, 
and a devoted friend to your country. „ u 

L • X3EGOZZAT* 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety, Province of New- 
Hampshire. 

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO TALBOT COUNTY COM- 
MITTEE. 
[No. 15.] Annapolis, February 14, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Having information that there were one 
or two barrels of bullets, and a quantity of gun-flints, be- 
longing to this Province, at Mr. John Leeds's, in your 
County, which were lodged there about thirty years ago, 
we request your inquiry into the matter; and if you find it 
true, that you will take jhem under your care, and send 
them to the Council ,°f Safety in this city by the first safe 
conveyance. We are, &.c. 

To. the Committee of Observation for Talbot County. 



.MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAINS KENT AND 
HENRY. 

j\No. 16.] Annapolis, February 14, 1776. 

Gentlemen: The regard and zeal which you and the 
companies under your command have manifested in the 
publick cause, in so readily complying with the resolve of 
the Convention, and expeditiously marching to the assist- 
ance of our friends and neighbours of Virginia, give us real 
satisfaction, and convince us, that as the nature of the ser- 
vice requires it, the same spirit will induce you and your 
companies to continue in it for the time mentioned by the 
Convention, although by the terms of the inlistment they 
were obliged only to serve till the first of March; this, we 
assure you, we sincerely wish, and it is likewise our desire 
and opinion that you continue to keep your men in a body 
till they return to, and reach their respective Counties, to 
which time they are to continue in pay. 

As it may be convenient and necessary for you, after your 
men have been one month in service, to draw for their pay, 
we hereby authorize you to do it, on the Treasurer of the 
Eastern- Shore, to whom we shall send directions to pay 
your orders. 

We are persuaded you will think, with us, that as you 
go as auxiliaries, it will be proper and necessary that you 
act under the directions and orders of the officer of the Co- 
lony of Virginia, having the command in the places where 
you shall be stationed; but, in case there should not be an 
officer appointed for that purpose, and there should be a 
necessity for the two companies acting together, it is then 
our opinion that Captain Kent should take the command of 
both companies, and, also, of that of Dorchester County, 
if that company should, as we are not without hopes it will, 
march down as directed. 

Should any thing occur to you that may be further ne- 
cessary for your companies, on the service in which they 
are engaged, you will be pleased to acquaint us with it as 
soon as you can, and all proper attention shall be given to 
what you may desire. We are, &cc. 

To Captains Kent and Henry, of the Minute Companies, 
in Virginia. 

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO WILLIAM HINDMAN. 

[No. 17.] Annapolis, February 14, 1776. 

Sir: We have given a power to the Captains Kent and 
Henry, now in Virginia, as soon as the companies under 



their command have been one month in the service, to 
draw for their pay. We desire you will, on their orders 
being delivered to you, immediately comply with them. 

As it may be necessary for the publick service to have 
the enclosed letter to them delivered with all possible des- 
patch, we request you will send off some trusty person with 
it, as soon as you can, and charge the publick with the ex- 
pense of the messenger. We are, &c. 

To William Hindman, Esq., Treasurer of the Eastern- 
Shore. 



COLONEL SMALLWOOD TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Woodyard, February 14, 1776. 

Dear Sir : In my way down, called on Mr. West and 
viewed his gun-locks, some of which are tolerable good, 
but not equal to the English musket-locks; those at seven 
shillings and six pence are good at the price, and might 
answer the Militia. At this critical time, I think it would 
be well to engage the whole, as they are a very scarce 
article. 

Knives will be much wanting in the 

purchased out of their pay, or allowed by Council, he. 
He has two hundred and thirty -one cutters, which you will 
judge of the expediency of taking. 

I am, with much regard, sir, your very obedient, hum- 
ble servant, « r e 

W. OMALLWOOD. 

To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Presi- 
dent of the Council of Safety. 



THOUGHTS ON GOVERNMENT, IN A LETTER FROM A GEN- 
TLEMAN TO HIS FRIEND.* 

My dear Sir : If I was equal to the task of forming a 
plan for the government of a Colony, I should be flattered 
with your request, and very happy to comply with it ; be- 
cause, as the divine science of politicks is the science of 
social happiness, and the blessings of society depend en- 
tirely on the constitutions of Government, which are gene- 
rally institutions that last for many generations, there can 
be no employment more agreeable to a benevolent mind 
than a research after the best. 

Pope flattered tyrants too much when he said, 

" For forms of Government let fools contest, 
That which is best administered is best." 

Nothing can be more fallacious than this. But poets read 
history to collect flowers, not fruits ; they attend to fanciful 
images, not the effects of social institutions. Nothing is 
more certain from the history of nations, and nature of 
man, than that some forms of Government are better fitted 
for being well administered than others. 

We ought to consider what is the end of Government, 
before we determine which is the best form. Upon this 
point all speculative politicians will agree, that the happi- 
ness of society is the end of Government, as all divines and 
moral philosophers will agree that the happiness of the 
individual is the end of man. From this principle it will 
follow, that the form of Government which communicates 
ease, comfort, security, or, in one word, happiness, to the 
greatest number of persons, and in the greatest degree, is 
the best. 

All sober inquirers after truth, ancient and modern, 
Pagan and Christian, have declared that the happiness of 
man, as well as his dignity, consists in virtue. Confucius, 
2Zoroaster, Socrates, Mahomet, not to mention authorities 
really sacred, have agreed in this. 

If there is a form of Government, then, whose principle 

£]* Qbincv, July 21, 1811. — In the Winter of 1776, there was much 
discussion in Congress, concerning the necessity of independence, and 
advising the several States to institute Governments for themselves 
under the immediate authority and original power of the people. Groat 
difficulties occurred to many gentlemr-n, in making a transition from 
the old Governments to new; i. e. from the Royal to Republican Go- 
vernments . 

In January, 1776, Mr. George Wyt/ie, of Virginia, passing an evo. 
ning with me, asked what plan I would advise a Colony to pursue, in 
order to get out of the old Government and into a new one. I sketched 
in words a scheme, which he requested mo to give in writing. Accord- 
ingly, the next day I delivered to him the following letter". He lent 
it to his colleague, Richard Henry Lee, who asked me to lot him print 
it, to which I consented, provided he would suppress my name ; for, if 
that should appear, it would excite a Continental clamour among the 
Tories, that I was erecting a battering ram to demolish the Royal Go- 
vernment and render independence indispensable. — [John Adams.] 
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and foundation is virtue, will not every sober man acknow- Holland, whose Assembly first voted themselves from an 
ledge it better calculated to promote the general happiness nual to septennial, then for life, and after a course of years, 



than any other form ? 

Fear is the foundation of most Governments ; but it is 
so sordid and brutal a passion, and renders men in whose 
breasts it predominates so stupid and miserable, that Ame- 
ricans will not be likely to approve of any political institu- 
tion which is founded on it. 

Honour is truly sacred, but holds a lower rank in the 
scale of moral excellence than virtue. Indeed, the former 



that all vacancies happening by death or otherwise should 
be filled by themselves, without any application to consti- 
tuents at all. 

4. A Representative Assembly, although extremely well 
qualified, and absolutely necessary as a branch of the legis- 
lative, is unfit to exercise the executive power, for want of 
two essential properties — secrecy and despatch. 

5. A Representative Assembly is still Jess qualified for 



is but a part of the latter, and consequently has not equal the judicial power; because it is too numerous, too slow, 

pretensions to support a frame of Government productive of and too little skilled in the laws. 

human happiness. 6. Because a single Assembly, possessed of all the pow- 

The foundation of every Government is some principle ers of Government, would make arbitrary laws for their 

or passion in the minds of the people. The noblest prin- own interest, execute all laws arbitrarily for their own 



ciples and most generous affections in our nature, then, 
have the fairest chance to support the noblest and most 
generous models of Government. 

A man must be indifferent to the sneers of modern Eng- 
lishmento mention in their company the names of Sidney, 
Harrington, Locke, Milton, Nedham, Neville, Burnet, 



interest, and adjudge all controversies in their own fa- 
vour. 

But, shall the whole power of legislation rest in one 
Assembly ? xMost of the foregoing reasons apply equally 
to prove that the legislative power ought to be more com- 
plex ; to which we may add, that if the legislative power 



and Hoadley. No small fortitude is necessary to confess is wholly in one Assembly, and the executive in another, 
that one has read them. The wretched condition of this or in a single person, these two powers will oppose and 
country, however, for ten or fifteen years past, has frequent- encroach upon each other, until the contest shall end in 



]y reminded me of their principles and reasonings. They 
will convince any candid mind that there is no good Go- 
vernment but what is Republican ; that the only valuable 
part of the British Constitution is so; because the very 
definition of a Republick is, "an empire of laws, and not 
of men." That, as a Republick is the best of Govern- 
ments, so that particular arrangement of the powers of so- 
ciety, or, in other words, that form of Government which is 
best contrived to secure an impartial and exact execution of 
the laws, is the best of Republicks. 

Of Republicks there is an inexhaustible variety, because 
the possible combinations of the powers of society are ca- 
pable of innumerable variations. 

As good Government is an empire of laws, how shall 
your laws be made? In a large society, inhabiting an 
extensive country, it is impossible that the whole should 
assemble to make laws. The first necessary step then is, 
to depute power from the many, to a few of the most wise 
and good. But by what rules shall you choose your Re- 
presentatives? Agree upon the number and qualifications 
of persons, who shall have the benefit of choosing, or annex 



war, and the whole power, legislative and executive, be 
usurped by the strongest. 

The judicial power, in such case, could not mediate, or 
hold the balance between the two contending powers, be- 
cause the legislative would undermine it. And this shows 
the necessity, too, of giving the executive power a nega- 
tive upon the legislative, otherwise this will be continually 
encroaching upon that. 

To avoid these dangers let a distinct Assembly be con- 
stituted, as a mediator between the two extreme branches 
of the Legislature — that which represents the people and 
that which is vested with the executive power. Let the 
Representative Assembly then elect by ballot, from among 
themselves or their constituents, or both, a distinct Assem- 
bly, which, for the sake of perspicuity, we will call a Coun- 
cil. It may consist of any number you please, say twenty 
or thirty, and should have a free and independent exercise 
of its judgment, and consequently a negative voice in the 
Legislature. 

These two bodies thus constituted, and made integral 
parts of the Legislature, let them unite, and by joint ballot 



this privilege to the inhabitants of a certain extent of choose a Governour, who, after being stripped of most of 

ground. those badges of domination called prerogatives, should have 

The principal difficulty lies, and the greatest care should a free and independent exercise of his judgment, and be 

be employed in constituting this Representative Assembly, made, also, an integral part of the Legislature. This I 

It should be in miniature an exact portrait of the people at know is liable to objections, and if you please you may 

large. It should think, feel, reason, and act like them, make him only President of the Council, as in Connecticut; 

That it may be the interest of this assembly to do strict but, as the Governour is to be invested with the executive 

justice at all times, it should be an equal representation, or power, with consent of Council, I think he ought to have 

in other words, equal interest among the people should a negative upon the legislative. If he is annually elective, 

have equal interest in it. Great care should be taken to as he ought to be, he will always have so much reverence 

effect this, and to prevent unfair, partial, and corrupt elec- and affection for the People, their Representatives and 

tions. Such regulations, however, may be better made in Counsellors, that although you give him an independent 

times of greater tranquillity than the present, and they will exercise of his judgment, he will seldom use it in opposi- 

spring up themselves naturally, when all the powers of Go- tion to the two Houses, except in cases the publick utility 

vernment come to be in the hands of the people's friends, of which would be conspicuous; and some such cases 

At present, it will be safest to proceed in all established would happen. 

modes, to which the people have been familiarized by In the present exigency of American affairs, when by an 

babit. act of Parliament we are put out of the Royal protection, 

A representation of the people in one Assembly bring and consequently discharged from our allegiance, and it 

obtained, a question arises whether all the powers of Go- has become necessary to assume Government for our im- 

yernment, legislative, executive, and judicial, shall be left mediate security, the Governour, Lieutenant-Governour, 

in this body ? I think a people cannot be long free, nor Secretary, Treasurer, Commissary, and Attorney-General, 

ever happy, whose Government is in one Assembly. My should be chosen by joint ballot of both Houses. And 

reasons for this opinion are as follow : these and all other elections, especially of Representatives 

I. A single Assembly is liable to all the vices, follies, and Counsellors, should be annual, there not being in the 

and frailties of an individual; subject to fits of humour, whole circle of the sciences a maxim more infallible than 



star:.; of passion, flights of enthusiasm, partialities or preju- 
dice, and, consequently, productive of hasty resulis, and 
absurd judgments. And all these errors ought to be cor- 
rected and defects supplied by some controlling power. 

2. A single Assembly is apt to be avaricious, and in time 
will not scruple to exempt itself from burdens, which it will 
lay, without compunction, on its constituents. 

3. A single Assembly is apt to grow ambitious, Tind after 
a time will not hesitate to vote itself perpetual. This was 



this, " Where annua! elections end, there slavery begins." 

These great men, in this respect, should he, once a 
year, 

" Like bubblos on the sea of matter borne, 
They rise, they break, and to that sea return." 

This will teach them the great political virtues of humili- 
ty, patience, and moderation, without which every man: 
in power becomes a ravenous beast of prey. 

This mode of constituting the great offices of state will 



one fault of the long Parliament, but more remarkably of answer very well for the present, but if, by experimeat.k; 
Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 72 
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should be found inconvenient, the Legislature may, at its 
leisure, devise other methods of creating them, by elections 
of the people at large, as in Connecticut, or it may enlarge 
the term for which they shall be chosen to seven years, or 
three years, or for life, or make any other alterations which 
the society shall find productive of its ease, its safety, its 
freedom, or, in one word, its happiness. 
'.hi A rotation of all offices, as well of Representatives and 
Counsellors, has many advocates, and is contended for with 
many plausible arguments. It would be attended, no doubt, 
with many advantages, and if the society has a sufficient 
number of suitable characters to supply the great number 
of vacancies which would be made by such a rotation, I 
can see no objection to it. These persons may be allowed 
to serve for three years, and then be excluded three years, 
or for any longer or shorter term. 

Any seven or nine of the Legislative Council may be 
made a quorum, for doing business as a privy council, to 
advise the Governour in the exercise of the executive 
branch of power, and in all acts of state. 
== The Governour should have the command of the Militia, 
and of all your armies. The power of pardons should be 
with the Governour and Council. Judges, justices, and 
all other officers, civil and military, should be nominated 
and appointed by the Governour, with the advice and con- 
sent of Council, unless you choose to have a Government 
more popular; if you do, all officers, civil and military, 
may be chosen by joint ballot of both Houses, or, in order 
to preserve the independence and importance of each 
House, by ballot of one House, concurred in by the other. 
Sheriffs should be chosen by the freeholders of Counties ; 
so should Registers of Deeds and Clerks of Counties. All 
officers should have commissions, under the hand of the 
Governour and seal of the Colony. 

The dignity and stability of Government, in all its 
branches, the morals of the people, and every blessing of 
society, depend so much upon an upright and skilful admi- 
nistration of justice, that the judicial power ought to be 
distinct from both the legislative and executive, and inde- 
pendent upon both, that so it may be a check upon both, 
as both should be checks upon that. The judges, there- 
fore, should always be men of learning and experience in 
the laws, of exemplary morals, great patience, calmness, 
coolness, and attention. Their minds should not be dis- 
tracted with jarring interests ; they should not be depend- 
ant upon any man, or body of men. To these ends they 
should hold estates for life in their offices, or, in other 
words, their commissions should be during good behaviour, 
and their salaries ascertained and established by law. For 
misbehaviour, the grand inquest of the Colony, the House 
of Representatives, should impeach them before the Go- 
vernour and.Council, where they should have time and 
opportunity to make their defence, but, if convicted, should 
be removed from their offices, and subjected to such other 
punishment as shall be thought proper. 

A Militia law, requiring all men, or, with very few ex- 
ceptions besides cases of conscience, to be provided with 
arms and ammunition, to be trained at certain seasons, and 
requiring Counties, Towns, or other small Districts, to be 
provided with publick stocks of ammunition and intrench- 
ing utensils, and with some settled plans for transporting 
provisions after the Militia, when marched to defend their 
country against sudden invasions, and requiring certain Dis- 
tricts to be provided with field-pieces, companies of Ma- 
trosses, and perhaps some regiments of Light-Horse, is 
always a wise institution, and. in the present circumstances 
of our country indispensable. 

Laws for the liberal education of youth, especially of the 
lower class of people, are so extremely wise and useful, 
that to a humane and generous mind, no expense for this 
purpose would be thought extravagant. 

The very mention of sumptuary laws will excite a smile, 
Whether our countrymen have wisdom and virtue enough 
to submit to them, 1 know not. But the happiness of the 
people might be greatly promoted by them, and a revenue 
saved sufficient to carry on this war forever. Frugality is 
a great revenue, besides curing us of vanities, levities, and 
fopperies, which are real antidotes to all great, manly and 
warlike virtues. 

But must not all commissions run in the name of a King? 
.No. Why may they not as well run thus, " The Colony 



of 



vernour 



r? 



to A. B., greeting," and be tested by the Go- 



Why may not writs, instead of running in the name of 
the King, run thus, " The Colony of ... to the Sheriff," 
&sc, and be tested by the Chief Justice ? 

Why may not indictments conclude, " against the peace 
of the Colony of ... . and the dignity of the same ?" 

A Constitution founded on these principles, introduces 
knowledge among the people, and inspires them with a 
conscious dignity, becoming freemen. A general emula- 
tion takes place, which causes good humour, sociability, 
good manners, and good morals to be general. That ele- 
vation of sentiment inspired by such a Government, makes 
the common people brave and enterprising. That ambition 
which is inspired by it makes them sober, industrious, and 
frugal. You will find among them some elegance, per- 
haps, but more solidity; a little pleasure, but a great deal 
of business ; some politeness, but more civility. If you 
compare such a country with the regions of domination, 
whether monarchical or aristocratical, you will fancy your- 
self in Arcadia or Elisium. 

If the Colonies should assume Governments separately, 
they should be left entirely to their own choice of the forms, 
and if a Continental Constitution should be formed, it should 
be a Congress, containing a fair and adequate representa- 
tion of the Colonies, and its authority should sacredly be 
confined to these cases, viz: war, trade, disputes between 
Colony and Colony, the post-office, and the unappropria- 
ted lands of the Crown, as they used to be called. 

These Colonies, under such forms of Government, and in 
such a union, would be unconquerable by all the Monar- 
chies of Europe. 

You and I, my dear friend, have been sent into life at a 
time when the greatest lawgivers of antiquity would have 
wished to live. How few of the human race have ever 
enjoyed an opportunity of making an election of Govern- 
ment more than of air, soil, or climate, for themselves or 
their children ! When, before the present epocha, bad 
three millions of people full power and a fair opportunity to 
form and establish the wisest and happiest Government that 
human wisdom can contrive ? I hope you will avail your- 
self and your country of that extensive learning and inde- 
fatigable industry which you possess, to assist her in the 
formation of the happiest Governments, and the best cha- 
racter of a great people. For myself, I must beg you to 
keep my name out of sight, for this feeble attempt, if it 
should be known to be mine, would oblige me to apply to 
myself those lines of the immortal John Milton, in one of 
his sonnets, 

" I did but prompt the age to quit their clogs 
By the known rules of ancient liberty, 
When straight a barbarous noise environs me, 
Of owls and cuckoos, asses, apes, and dogs." 



JOHN ADAMS TO JAMES WARREN. 

Philadelphia, February 14, 1776. 

Dear Sir : T shall enclose to a lady of my acquaintance 
all the newspapers which have been printed in this city 
since my arrival, by which you will see to what point the 
tide of political sentiment sets. Scarcely a paper comes 
out without a speculation or two in open vindication of 
opinions, which, five months ago, were said to be unpo- 
pular. A vast majority of the people, indeed, I very well 
knew, secretly entertained the same persuasions then, but 
injudiciously avoided speaking out. The restraint, how- 
ever, is now taken off. 1 expect to see the New-England 
papers very soon chiming in with the concert, 

1 have written to Mr. Sever the Congress have ordered 
ten tons of saltpetre to the Council, to be made into pow- 
der, and requested him to communicate it to the Court. 
I hope every nerve will be exerted, with the utmost vigor, 
to set up powder-mills, complete them, and procure per- 
sons skilled in the manufacture of powder. I am not with- 
out apprehensions that such persons will be wanted. I 
apprehend, however, that there are persons who are pos- 
sessed of the necessary knowledge of the composition and 
proportions of ingredients. Even My. Reed, of Weymouth, 
I conjecture, would be able to instruct others. The same 
rule which has made a small quantity in a family mortar, 
applied to a large mill, will make a larger quantity. No 
expense, no industry, ought to be spared. Don't fail, tny 
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dear friend, to inform roe of every step in the progress of 
the manufacture of saltpetre and gunpowder. 

Measures are taking to make cannon, both of brass and 
iron. Some experiments have been made in Maryland, 
Philadelphia and New-York, with success. I will ac- 
quaint you with particulars, as fast as I can. 

Shall we be able to get seamen to man our navy when 
our trade shall be opened ? Will they not be all belter em- 
ployed ? 
, I am, your friend. 

To the Honourable James Warren, Esq., Speaker of the 
House, fVaterlown. 



DECLARATION OF THOMAS AUSTIN. 

Philadelphia, February 14, 1776. 

As the Committee of Safety for this Province have ad- 
judged my late conduct to be inimical to the cause of 
American freedom, I am sincerely sorry that I have given 
any displeasure to my countrymen, and do solemnly de- 
clare, that I never intended, by any thing I have said or 
done, to obstruct the measures carried on for the maintain- 
ing the liberty of these Colonies. I do further, in the like 
solemn manner, declare and promise, that I will not for the 
future throw any reflections on the publick measures afore- 
said, or the advisers or promoters of them, nor, in any man- 
ner whatever, endeavour to obstruct or discredit such mea- 
sures. 

I do, also, resign my seat as a member of the Commit- 
tee of Inspection and Observation for this County. 

Thomas Austin. 



TO THE FREEMEN OF THE PROVINCE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Some men talk of peace and reconciliation in a way that 
does little credit to their understandings, and less to their 
political principles. If honest, they are cowards ; if knaves, 
they are fools. The excellence of the English Constitu- 
tion, and happiness we enjoyed in a state of dependance 
on Great Britain, are spoken of with such warmth, eager- 
ness, and seeming devotion, that I am turned out of the 
path 1 had prescribed to myself, to set the matter in its true 

, '8 ht - 

My signature is Salus Populi, and my professed design 

is to throw out such hints to your consideration as may tend 
to the advantage of the great North-American community, 
without regard to sect or party, or to this or that man's 
sentiments or interest, where the welfare of the whole could 
be injured thereby. He, therefore, who would sacrifice the 
publick to private interest, and whose views extend not to 
the general good of his country, will find little to please 
bim in what I advance. I give this cautionary admonition 
however, to every one, that as he regards his future welfare 
and happiness, and wishes to merit the Divine favour, let 
him now conduct himself. We are not brought into our 
present critical circumstances for nothing. And if we ne- 
glect to make the best of them we will scarcely obtain the 
approbation of the Almighty. 

Though much might be said not very advantageous to 
the British Constitution, yet I will waive it for the present. 
She most assuredly has not yet found out any effectual 
method of securing the rights of the people from encroach- 
ments of the Crown ; i. e. from tyranny. But be her Con- 
stitution ever so good, it is little to us. That Constitution 
is certainly not very extraordinary, which has not vigour 
sufficient to support itself against the slightest attack ; and 
this is the Constitution oi the Colonies. In all your en- 
deavours to preserve your privileges did it ever enter into 
your heads to apply to the powers of your Constitution for 
protection? No! and if it had, what would it have done 
for you ? Nothing. Mercantile combinations have done 
more in a few months for the preservation of the liberties 
of America, than all your constitutional powers would have 
effected in ten thousand years. It is for this reason that 
the Tories, and an Administration which is doing all in its 
priwe'r to enslave you, wish to see every thing pass through 
what they affect to call a constitutional channel. I say, 
mercantile combinations have done more, in a few months, 
than all our constitutional powers could have effected in ten 
thousand years, and yet every one who reflects how reluc- 
Jantly that measure was lately complied with, will leave 



little to the hazard of such future combinations. On this 
precarious tenure have we held every privilege which should 
be dear to man for these twelve years past : And on this 
tenure we must yet hold them, if some people can have . 
their way. 

The happiness we enjoyed in a state of dependancy on 
Great Britain before the year 1763, is the cry with which 
they hope to lull us to rest on the lap of an abandoned 
Government, which knows no right but the pleasure of an 
obstinate and blood-thirsty Prince and his Courtly syco- 
phants. That we occasionally enjoyed a state of much 
happiness, both before and since the year 1763, cannot be 
denied ; but the portion of that happiness which arose frorn 
our dependance on Great Britain is not quite so evident 
as some people may imagine. Let us examine this matter 
with candour and honesty; and here it must strike us at 
first view, that we enjoyed more happiness when they lei 
us alone, than when they exercised any degree of that au- 
thority over us, which, as long as we are dependant we 
must acknowledge they possess. This, I apprehend, is not 
saying much for the happiness of a state of dependancy on 
Great Britain. Whence sprung our happiness then, will 
some people inquire? I will unfold to you the source of 
that happiness you so pant after, and which, if you pursue 
the path pointed out to you by Providence, will shortly re- 
turn and remain with you for ages, in all probability until 
the curtain which divides time from eternity is withdrawn, 
and the scenery of this world brought to a period. 

It sprung from the fertility of the soil, and the sobriety, 
industry, and equality of the inhabitants alone — sources 
froni .whence happiness always has, and ever will spring to 
the people who are so favoured of Heaven as to be pos- 
sessed of them. Take away any one of these sources, 
and you take away a proportionable part of the happiness 
you enjoyed. Take them all away, and were your depen- 
dance on Great Britain ten times what it is at present, you 
will not be happy. Our dependance on Great Britain 
never did, nor never could add the ten thousandth part of 
a grain to that happiness which flowed so abundantly to us 
from the forementioned sources. It is not in the nature of 
dependance to confer happiness, but the reverse. Every 
dependancy presupposes a kind of mastery, and there is 
but one only can bestow happiness, viz : a dependance 
upon God. We enjoyed happiness in a state of depen- 
dance, but not from that state. He who is a dependant, 
has a master, and he who has a master is a servant, if not 
a slave 

The state of equality, which, as yet, subsists among us, 
and ought for ever to be preserved, is a principal source 
both in our happiness, and of the preservation of our liberties. 
Any one who will read the Ministerial pamphlet intituled, 
"A Letter from the People of Great Britain to the People 
of America" will there find how eagerly they wish to form 
distinctions amongst us, that they may create a few more 
tools of oppression. They wish to see us aspire to nobi- 
lity, f.nd are ready to gratify us whenever we do. They 
can now depend only on the Crown officers and their der 
pendants, with a few of the heads of some sects in reli- 
gion, who prefer basking in the sunshine of British royalty 
and Court favour, to the simple practice of the pure reli- 
gion of their forefathers. Only be reconciled for a few years 
longer, until they have raised a number of our Selectmen to 
the different ranks of nobility, and then preserve your liber- 
ties if you can. 

Some think they say every thing against a state of inde- 
pendence by crying out, that in a state of dependance we 
enjoyed the protection of Great Britain. Ay, and we en- 
joyed something else, which sounds not so agreeable ; we 
enjoyed a large share in her wars, with these favourable 
circumstances, that every war between Great Britain and 
Frame is principally carried on in America, and that we 
assist .her through these wars only to give her an opportu- 
nity of quarrelling with us afterwards. 

But do not we pay dearly for this protection ? The re- 
striction of our trade alone is worth ten times the protec- 
tion, besides the sums we pay in customs and other duties, 
to the amount of more than a million annually. The cus- 
toms of the port of London alone are worth two millions 
sterling per annum. How many London? America may 
contain a century hence, if she now becomes independent, 
God pnly knows. Our present dependancy costs us as 
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rritich In twenty years now, as would enable us, with the 
Divine assistance, to finish the present war witli success, 
ariU protect our trade in a state of independency for five 
hundred years to come. 

Let us for once suppose an independency, that we may 
observe the consequence. We should then trade with every 
nation that would trade with us ; i. e. with every nation in 
Europe at least. Suppose we were attacked by some fo- 
reign Power in this state of independency, (for this is the 
bugbear,) what then? The nation that would be fool 
enough to do it would raise a hornet's nest about its ears ; 
for what nation would stand by, and without a murmur see 
itself cut off from the source of trade it enjoys with Ame- 
rica, which would be the case were we once subdued. No. 
Every nation which enjoyed a share of our trade would be 
guarantee for the peaceable behaviour and good conduct 
of its neighbours ; and Great Britain herself would twenty 
years hence become a firm friend and ally, if her friend- 
ship could then be worth the acceptance, for the twentieth 
part of that trade she now affects to despise. But it could 
never be the interest of any other nation to make war upon 
ws~ after we had. obliged Great Britain to let us alone. Can 
it ever be the interest of America to make war upon Eu- 
T6pe ? No more can it be the interest of any Power in 
Europe to make war upon America after she has fought 
herself into a state of independency. To ask what should 
we do for fleets to protect our trade, it is as absurd as to 
ask if timber grows in America. During the present war 
we need fleets, and it may be owing to the weakness of 
human counsels, that we entered so late into any measure 
for that purpose. Had we fitted out sixty or seventy of 
our best sailing vessels, and the moment the King's ships 
seized the first of our vessels legally cleared out, sent them 
off to the West-Indies, with orders to seize every English 
vessel that came hi their way, we would not ngw be in- 
sulted by fleets on our coasts, nor our towns be daily in 
danger of being reduced to ashes. They would have had 
something else to busy themselves with. But the war once 
over, fleets to protect our trade will be nearly unnecessary. 
Our trade will protect itself. It never will be the interest 
of any nation to disturb our trade, while we trade freely 
with it ; and it will ever be our interest to trade freely with 
all nations. As long as the wide Allantick Ocean rolls 
between us and Europe, so long will we be free from foreign 
subjection were we once clear of Great Britain ; and as long 
as we remain free from foreign subjection, so long will our 
trade protect itself. 

Our situation, in this respect, is peculiar to ourselves ; we 
have no haughty neighbouring tyrant to disturb our inter- 
nal repose, and the fleets of no nation will disturb us on the 
high seas, while a commercial intercourse subsists between 
us. The consequence of independency to America, if she 
makes a right use of the present occasion, will be a perfect 
state of political liberty, a good, sound, wholesome; Con- 
stitution, a free and enlarged trade, and peace to the end 
of time, unless our sins should bring down the Divide ven- 
geance upon us. That of a connection with Great Bri- 
tain on the principles of our former dependancy is a weak, 
feeble, unwholesome Constitution, unable to stand e.gainst 
the slightest shock, a very restricted losing trade, and the 
prospect of being made the seat of every war between 
Great Britain and France as long as that connection shall 
last. e 

Every prospect of the future strongly invites us to em- 
brace independency; and what is of the greatest weight 
With me, every Providential occurrence, for more than 
twenty years past, seems preparatory to it. The la;st war 
trained many of us to the use of arms, and taught us to 
look steadfastly into the face of an enemy, the conqueror 
of Canada, with the Canada Bill, a twelve years str uggle 
against oppression to wean our affections, our present: hap- 
py and unexampled union, and a successful end of the 
first campaign of a most righteous war against the oppres- 
sions of the state we depended on, have fixed the time for 
that independency, which even the present Administ ration 
acknowledges must one day take place. The voice of God, 
therefore, to America appears at present to be, " If you 
Will remain free and happy, if you wish not to entail a civil 
wur' or slavery on your offspring, if you spill not your blood 
at present in vain, and despise not what I have been doing 
for you these twenty years past, though you know it not ; 



fix a Constitution which will give perfect liberty to all my 
people now in, or that hereafter shall fly to America for 
shelter from tyranny and oppression, and declare for inde- 
pendency immediately, and put your trust in me alone for 

success -" Saltjs Populi. 

P. S. In another irregular number I propose to show 
you that the notion of the Colonies quarrelling among 
themselves is absurd, and that this can never take place, 
except in one case, which it is our present duty and busi- 
ness effectually to guard against. 



A GENTLEMAN OF PCBLICK CHARACTER, TO HIS FRIEND IN 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

February 14, 1776. 

My dear Sir : I was favoured about a week ago with 
your letter, and shall be much obliged at any time when 
you are at leisure, to let me know how matters are going 
on. I shall be very happy to hear that the Provincial 
Army gets possession of Boston; but I heartily wish that 
no attempt may be made without the utmost probability of 
success. I have given great attention to history, to the 
strength and policy of States, and the conduct of their 
contentions one with another; and I find many more mis- 
fortunes that may be attributed to the want of prudence, 
than the want of courage. It is never, in any instance, the 
interest of both parties to fight ; and, in the present case, 
I think our security and glory lies in acting on the defen- 
sive. Our enemies are on hostile ground ; time eats them 
up almost as fast as Great Britain sends them. The past 
campaign has been so reproachful to them, that you see 
mention made of it in the Protest of the House of Peers, 
almost in the same terms that 1 have done in many of my 
letters. 

I placed great confidence in the prudence and firmness 
of General Washington on his first election, and his con- 
duct has fully justified my expectations. The Army has 
been kept in excellent order; the country has been fully. 
satisfied ; human blood has been spared ; and yet, our ene-- 
mies have been, and are now, in the most disgraceful situa- 
tion. The true knowledge of defensive war is the attain- 
ment of modern times. If the Romans had understood 
this art, as well as they did bravery in the field, do you 
think that Hannibal would have gained the victory at 
Cannal And, after that expensive lesson, Fabius de- 
feated him entirely, by only taking the advantage that na- 
ture had given him. I do not think that advantage was 
ever more on the side of any people than it is on that of 
America just now. We are sure to beat England, if we 
only take care that they do not beat us. It is the circum- 
stances of our distance and unanimity that constitute our 
chief strength, together with their great ignorance of Ame- 
rica, and uniform wrong judgment in every particular. The 
present Parliament seems not to be a whit wiser, for all 
that has happened. They have voted twenty-five thousand 
men, which, I affirm not to be at all sufficient for the con- 
quest of Connecticut alone, provided that neither men nor 
provisions are sent from the other Colonies. They talk very 
much of the power of Great Britain, and it is a powerful 
state; but there are limits to every human power; and, if 
Britain attempts any project against the nature of things, 
1 know well enough who will get the better. 

In this country, we begin to apprehend that New-York 
will be the scene of action. Not much has yet passed 
worth relating ; the best thing I can say to you is, that the 
spirit and unanimity of the country is as great, or greater, 
than ever. 

I am, dear sir, your most obedient, humble servant. 



GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

New.York, February 14, 1776. 

Dear General : I should have written to you more 
constantly, but really had no means of conveying my let- 
ter. A Mr. Buchannan and Tolby, bound for Head-Quar- 
ters, will deliver you this. You will excuse the concise- 
ness, as my time is short. 

The Governourand Captain of man-of-war had threaten- 
ed perdition to the town, if the cannon was removed from the 
batteries and wharves ; but, 1 ever considered their threats 
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as a brutum fulmen, and even persuaded the town to be 
of the same way of thinking. We, accordingly, conveyed 
them to a place of safety in the middle of the day, and no 
cannonade ensued. 

Captain Parker publishes a pleasant reason for his pas- 
sive conduct. He says that it was manifestly my intention, 
and that of the Neiv-Englandmen under my command, to 
bring down destruction on this town, so hated for their 
loyal principles ; but that he was determined not to indulge 
us, so remained quiet out of spite. The people here laugh 
at his nonsense, and begin to despise the menaces which 
formerly used to throw them into convulsions. To do 
them justice, the whole show a wonderful alacrity ; and, in 
removing the cannon, men and boys, of all ages, worked with 
the greatest zeal and pleasure. 1 really believe that the 
generality are as well affected as any on the Continent. 

The Provincial Congress have ordered in fifteen hun- 
dred Minute-Men ; a number equal to two battalions, are 
coming from Pennsylvania and the Jerseys. Lord Stirling's 
Regiment is already here, but not complete : when the 
major part, or a sufficient number arrive, we shall begin 
our works. My intention is, to pull down that part of the 
fort on the town side, to prevent its being converted into 
a citadel for the enemy, and to erect a battery on a tra- 
verse in the street, to prevent their making a lodgment in 
it. A redoubt and battery at the pass of Hellgale will 
prevent their ships and tenders passing and repassing, to 
and from the Sound. We have fixed on a spot in Long- 
Island for a retrenched camp, which, I hope, will render 
it impossible for them to get footing on that important 
Island. As this camp can always be reinforced, it is our 
intention to make it so capacious as to contain four thou- 
sand men. The batteries on the pass of Hudson's River 
will be secured as soon as possible ; some of the heavy 
cannon from hence, must be sent up for the purpose. It 
is, really, a fine train we are in possession of. You shall 
have a return of the guns, as well as stores, by the post. 

Captain Smyth is an excellent, intelligent, active officer ; 
and 1 take the liberty of recommending him to your pro- 
tection. Captain Badlam, of the Artillery, is likewise a 
man of great merit in his way. 

You must pardon me, dear General, for a liberty I have 
taken. You know that Sears was to collect our volun- 
teers in Connecticut; but bethought he could not succeed, 
unless he had some nominal office and rank ; I accordingly, 
most impudently, by the virtue of the power deputed by 
you to me, (which power you never deputed,) appointed 
him assistant Adjutant-General, with rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel, for the expedition. It can have no bad conse- 
quences; the man was much tickled, and it added spurs 
to his head. He is a creature of much spirit and publick 
virtue, and ought to have his back clapped. 

With respect to the Canada expedition, which you in- 
directly propose to me, I have only one answer to make: 
Wherever I can be of most service, there I should 
choose to be. I have, indeed, just at this instant, one ob- 
jection, which is, I am not without apprehensions that 
facing the cold may throw me into a relapse, so as not 
only to render me unfit for service there, but every where 
else. I am, indeed, much better, but extremely tender ; 
I begin to walk ; it has been a damned attack, a constant, 
violent fever attending it ; I neither eat nor slept for eight 
days ; but my fever is passed, and I begin to eat. A week, 
I hope, will set me up. Several members of Congress 
have indicated a desire I should go to Canada ; I have ex- 
plained to them my apprehensions, but assured them most 
honestly of my willingness; but, in fact, unless they ex- 
pedite an army, and some heavy artillery, it will be in vain 
to trouble their heads about a General. 

Colonel Richmore, who lately left Montreal, tells us, 
that what few troops are now there, will infallibly return 
home early in April. He is gone to the Congress, and I 
hope will give them (as he is capable) the necessary lights ; 
but, whatever steps they take, be assured, dear General, 
that I am, with the greatest readiness, prepared to receive 
and execute yours and their commands. 

Canada is, I confess, if I am only tolerably accoutred, 

a glorious field, which must flatter the ambition of yours, 

most sincerely, „ T 

' Lharles Lee. 

To General Washington. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Albany, February 14, 1776. 

Dear Sir: A few days ago I was honoured with your 
letter of the 27th ultimo, by Bennet. I was so greatly 
indisposed then that it was with difficulty I could do that 
business, which was indispensable : I am, since, much bet- 
ter. A copious discharge from an internal impostbume in 
my breast has given me great relief; and I have reason to 
think it is healing, as my cough is greatly abated, and I 
gain strength so fast that I hope soon to be able to go to 
Canada, where all is in confusion. 

Mr. Walker, 1 fear, has too much attention paid to his 
advice, which is, from what I can learn, generally founded 
on his private resentments for the many hardships he has 
suffered ; indeed, he has suffered so much, that he must 
be more than man to divest himself of all resentment ; but 
this, 1 fear, has already proved very detrimental to our 
cause. I have written fully and freely on this subject to 
Congress. 

Five companies of Colonel De Haas's, and one of Colo- 
nel Maxwell's, are marched from hence. They are much 
thinned by sickness and desertion, and came very ill pro- 
vided ; the better half of their arms required repairs, and 
the whole were to be furnished with shoes, socks, mittens, 
&c, which causes a considerable detention, and distresses 
me much, as hardly any thing is to be bought in this place. 

It is extremely difficult to determine what should be 
done, in what you mention, respecting the offer made by the 
Caughnawaga Indians ; but, if we can get decently rid of 
their offer, 1 would prefer it to employing them. The ex- 
pense we are at, in the Indian department, is now amazing ; 
it will be more so when they consider themselves as in our 
service ; nor would their intervention be of much conse- 
quence, unless we could procure that of the other nations; 
The hauteur of the Indians is much diminished since the 
taking of Montreal ; they evidently see that they cannot 
get any supplies but through us. 

I have not a mortar to send into Canada, and no heavy 
artillery, as your Excellency will perceive from the en- 
closed return, many of which, mentioned there, are unfit 
for service. I have sent on half a ton of powder, which 
came from Philadelphia, and we have none left here. 

If even the regiment from the Massachusetts, which 
you ordered to be raised, goes into Canada, the number of 
troops there will be still short of eight complete regi- 
ments, as many are very deficient, and two cannot be rais- 
ed out of the troops that remained in Canada, numbers 
of whom are daily coming away. 

General Arnold still continues the blockade of Quebeck ; 
the garrison appear to be in want of fuel, as they have at- 
tempted to break up some vessels near the town, but were 
prevented by our people, who made a few prisoners on the 
occasion. 

I am, dear sir, with the most respectful sentiments, and 
best wishes, your Excellency's most obedient, humble ser- 

vant ' Philip Schuyler. 

His Excellency General Washington, &tc. 



SAMUEL MOTT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Norwich, February 14, 1776. 
Honoured Sir : As your Honour, with your Council 
of Safety, have been pleased to direct me, to view the 
works, &c., for the defence of the harbour of New-Lon- 
don, Stonington, &c, and report my opinion in the pre- 
mises; and, since, by order, have attended with Colonel 
Dyer and Mr. Wales, when it seemed to be their prevail- 
ing opinion, to raise three Companies of men for New- 
London and Groton, it was then my opinion, that such 
a small number of men to be raised, was not acting with 
such spirit and taking such effectual measures as the nature 
of the case, the importance of the object, the necessity of 
expedition, and the danger of the times required. I 
have, since, conversed with people of all ranks among us 
and find it the universal opinion and expectation of the 
people, that at least one regiment of men be raised to 
guard the coast, and perform the work necessary to be done 
at New-London and Groton, including the detachments 
that might be necessary at Stonington, Lyme, and so from 
the mouth of Connecticut to that of Pawcatuck Rivers. 
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The forming them into one entire regiment would bring 
the returns and accounts, &c, into a smaller compass, and 
be more easy and ready for settlement. Less than that 
number will, by all that I can learn, not give content, as they 
might be able on any sudden attack to defend against the 
enemy ; and this country would, in that case, come nearer 
towards having an equal share of employment in this de- 
fensive war. 

The Judges of our Court, last evening, called me in on 
the subject, and as they had no other ready opportunity, 
that they might, through me, make known their opinion, 
and were all anxiously of opinion, that no less number 
than a regiment would, by any means, be adequate — as it 
is an adopted custom in all the Colonies, to keep up a 
considerable body of troops for defence ; they think, that, 
in case any disaster should happen, or the enemy get any 
considerable advantage of us, by reason of our neglect, 
either in expedition, or not having a considerable body of 
troops ready raised and disciplined on the spot, we should 
have reason to blame ourselves for it. To have an alarm 
In the country, and the people taken from their business at 
every time, on the approach of two or three ships, would 
be in danger of frustrating the raising a sufficiency of pro- 
visions, and leave our lands in a great measure unoccupied, 
which might be fatal to our success. Such a regiment 
might be raised during their pleasure, and under the direc- 
tion of your Honour and Council, or the General Assem- 
bly, and might be under such regulations that any number 
of them might march elsewhere on any emergency. 

These, may it please your Honour, among many others 
to the same purpose, are the arguments among the people 
generally, as far as I have been able to find their senti- 
ments, and I thought it my duty to make them known to 
your Honour, as matter of information. 

I am, sir, your Honour's most humble, and obedient 
servant, c », 

' SAMUEL MOTT. 

Governour Trumbull. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon, February 14, 1776. 

Sir: Sunday, I lth instant, at ten o'clock, received two 
letters, of the 8th, from General Washington. Nothing 
new in the camp before Boston. At one o'clock, Mr. 
Bennet delivered me yours of the 5th, and at sunset an 
express arrived with the letter from General Lee, of the 
7th, a copy of which I give myself the pleasure to enclose. 
The intelligence it contains is both pleasing and interest- 
ing. I did not think fit to disband Colonel Ward's Regi- 
ment, until I was made acquainted with the reception met 
by General Lee, on his going into the city of New- York; 
so that, immediately, I was abler to order the same for- 
ward to his assistance, agreeable to his requisition. The 
variety of business, for these two days past, occasioned my 
detaining Mr. Bennet till this time. 

On my receiving the resolutions of Congress to raise a 
battalion to go to the assistance of our friends in Canada, 
I recalled my first Proclamation, gone out for that purpose, 
and issued a second, corresponding with the intentions of 
Congress. I conceive, its being done so early, it will prove 
no detriment to the service. Your care and prudence in 
the settlement of the rolls, and the rate of fifteen miles a 
day, from where the soldiers were dismissed to their re- 
spective Captain's place of abode, will meet the approba- 
tion of Congress. The encouragement given by Congress 
will incline all who are able to furnish themselves with 
arms. I shall give directions, so that no more will be ex- 
pected from you than the number mentioned in your last, 
most probably not so many. I shall attend to the mode 
adopted by you for the payment, according to an appraise- 
ment of the arms that were delivered into the Continental 
stores by soldiers from this Colony. Colonel Burrell's 
Regiment will.mu.ch easiest march through Albany. Have 
appointed Mr, Adonijah Strong to make provision for 
their march to that city, there to be supplied out of the 
Continental stores ; and, to prevent confusion or multipli- 
city of accounts, have appointed a trusty person, Mr. Wil- 
liam Lawrence, or some trusty person our Treasurer shall 
employ, to attend and pay the men, according to the Con- 
tinental allowances, and keep clear accounts and vouchers. 
Whether iheslecls or sleighs from hence will incline to go 



farther than Albany, is uncertain. By one of them, shall 
send about eight hundred pounds powder. Mr. Bennet 
will bring the rolls that are at Pay-Table. Major Houglust 
intended to have brought his to you, but, being Major of 
Colonel Ward's Battalion, have desired him to send it to 
Hartford, for Bennet to carry forward. Truly, our Trea- 
surer's chest needs replenishing. I was much pleased with 
Colonel Moil's frank and generous conduct in resigning 
his appointment. Depend that he may be remembered 
when an opportunity presents. 

It gives me great pleasure to hear our little corps before 
Quebeck continue closely to blockade that city. This is true 
bravery. It must convince Lord North that Americant 
are not all poltroons. Your sentiments are extremely just. 
The conduct of Divine Providence towards the United Co- 
lonies, in this unhappy contest, hitherto, is very marvel- 
lous, and affords abundant matter for qur rejoicing, with 
thankfulness to Him who is the Supreme Director of all 
events, for his salvation, and in hope of that which is fu- 
ture. I wish you better health, and the opening of the 
Spring may restore. 

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your most obecli- 

dient, humble servant, , m 

Jonathan Irumbull. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO CHRISTOPHER LEFFINGWELL. 

Cambridge, February 14, 1776. 

Sir: I have it in command from his Excellency to ac- 
knowledge receipt of your favour of the 11th instant, and 
to tell you that the half of each sort of the shells be imme- 
diately sent to this place, and the other half to Roxbury. 
You will receive, herewith, four hundred pounds, lawful 
money, to pay the cost of the transportation, &c. 

His Excellency returns you thanks for your attention, 
and desires you will forward these shells with all possible 



expedition. I am, &c, 



Robert H, Harrison. 



To Christopher Lejjingwell, Esq., Norwich. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read February 29, 1776.— Referred to Mr. Chase, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. 

Fenn, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Rutledge.J 

Cambridge, February 14, 1776. 
Sir: Through you, I beg leave to lay before Congress 
the enclosed letter from Lord Drummond to General Ro- 
bertson, which came to my hands a few days ago, in order 
to be sent into Boston. As I never heard of his Lordship 
being vested with power to treat with Congress upon the 
subject of our grievances, nor of his having laid any pro- 
positions before them for an accommodation, I confess it 
surprised me much, and led me to form various conjectures 
of his motives, and intended application to General Howe 
and Admiral Shuldham for a passport for the safe conduct 
of such Deputies as Congress might appoint for negotiating 
terms of reconciliation between Great Britain and us. 
Whatever his intentions are, however benevolent his de- 
signs may be, I confess that his letter has embarrassed me 
much, and I am not without suspicion of its meaning more 
than the generous purposes it professes. I should suppose 
that, if the mode for negotiation which he points out should 
be adopted, which I hope will never be thought of, it ought 
to have been fixed and settled previous to any application 
of this sort, and, at best, that his conduct in this instance 
is premature and officious, and leading to consequences of 
a fatal and injurious nature to the rights of this country. 
His zeal and desire, perhaps, of an amicable and constitu- 
tional adjustment taking place, may have suggested and 
precipitated the measure. Be that as it may, I thought it 
of too much importance to suffer it to go in, without hav- 
ing the express direction of Congress for that purpose, and 
that it was my indispensable duty to transmit them the 
original, to make such interpretations and inferences as they 
may think right. 

Messrs. Willard and Child, who were sent to Nova- 
Scotia, in pursuance of the resolve of Congress, have just 
returned, and made their report, which I do myself the 
honour to enclose you. They have not answered the pur- 
poses of their commission, by any means, as they only went 
but a little way into that country, and found their intelli- 
gence upon the information of others. You will see the 
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reasons they assign in excuse or justification of their con- 
duct, in the report itself. 

Last night, a party of Regulars, said to be about five 
hundred, landed on Dorchester- Neck, and burned some of 
the houses there, which were of no value to us, nor would 
they have been, unless we take post there. They then 
might have been of some service. A detachment went 
after them, as soon as the fire was discovered, but, before 
it could arrive, they had executed their plan, and made 
their retreat. 

Enclosed, is a letter for David Franks, Esq., from Mr. 
Chamier, in Boston, upon the subject of victualling such 
of the King's troops as may be prisoners within the limits 
of his contract, which I beg the favour of you to deliver 
him, and that proper agents may be appointed by him to 
see that it is done. I could wish, too, that Congress would 
fall upon some mode for supplying the officers with such 
money as they may really stand in need of, and depute pro- 
per persons for that purpose, and furnishing the privates with 
such clothing as may be absolutely necessary. I am ap- 
plied to, and wearied by their repeated requests. In some 
instances, I have desired the Committees to give the pri- 
soners within their appointments what they should judge 
absolutely necessary for their support, as the only means 
in my power of relieving their distress. But I can ima- 
gine that, if there were persons to superintend this busi- 
ness, their wants would be better attended to, and many ex- 
orbitant charges prevented and saved to the Continent, and 
the whole would then be brought into a proper account. 

I am, sir, with great esteem and regard, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, ,-, ,, r 

' George Washington. 

P. S. I send a return of the strength of the Regiments. 

New-York, February 5, 177G. 

My dear Sir : Just as I was sitting down to write to you, 
I received yours, by General Clinton, but have not, as yet, 
had an opportunity of seeing him. During the very few 
moments 1 was with you at Boston, I expressed my wish 
of being able to make known at Philadelphia the disposi- 
tion in England towards an accommodation, upon liberal 
terms, and such as were founded in equity and candour. 
You then concurred with me in thinking that, however 
much those gentlemen whose province it now is to think 
for the publick might be held up as aiming at a total sepa- 
ration, they had as their sole object such a reconciliation 
as would give a constitutional security to their children. In 
this opinion I think we were not deceived. From all the 
conversation I had at Philadelphia with those gentlemen, 
(who allow me, I hope, to rank myself among the number 
of their friends,) I have every reason to think them most 
seriously disposed towards reconciliation. From a convic- 
tion of this, I have pressed the setting on foot a negotia- 
tion ; nor am I without hopes of success. Should such an 
event take place, it is not impossible but a deputation from 
hence may be found expedient, and, in that case, a pass- 
port requisite for a security against English cruisers. Such 
a passport must be left blank, for filling up names, and 
sent by the same conveyance that this passes through. It 
will be needless to caution you against delay. My slight 
acquaintance with General Howe and Admiral Shuldham 
will furnish you with an apology for not making a more 
direct application. 

I continue, my dear friend, yours, &c, r-» 

J J ' ' JJrummond. 

Brigadier-General Robertson, Boston. 

P. S. Let me guard you against letting this go to the 
publick, till you see how far my hopes are well-grounded. 

REFORT OF MESSRS. WILLARD AND CHILD. 

We, the subscribers, being appointed by his Excellency 
General Washington, agreeable to an order of the Con- 
tinental Congress, to repair to the Province of Nova-Sco- 
tia, for the following purposes, viz : To inquire into the 
disposition of the inhabitants of said Province towards the 
common cause of America, the condition of their fortifica- 
tions, quantity of warlike stores, the number of soldiers and 
sailors, and ships-of-war : We beg leave to report as fol- 
lows, that, agreeable to the above order, we did repair to a 
place called Campo-Bello, about twenty or thirty miles into 
the Province aforesaid, but could not cross the Bay-of- 



Fundy, for no vessel could be hired or procured, except 
we purchased one, as every vessel, even to a boat, that 
crossed the Bay, was seized as soon as they came into 
port, except cleared from Halifax; and we could not tra- 
vel any farther into the country, by reason of Governouf 
Legg's establishing martial-law in said Province, and issu- 
ing several Proclamations, one bearing date July 5, 1775, 
which is as follows: " I do, therefore, with the advice and 
consent of His Majesty's Council, publish this Proclama- 
tion, hereby notifying and warning all persons that they do 
not, in any manner, directly or indirectly, aid or assist, 
with any supplies whatever, any Rebel or Rebels, nor hold 
intelligence or correspondence with them, nor conceal, har- 
bour, or protect any such offenders, as they would avoid 
being deemed Rebels and Traitors, and be proceeded 
against accordingly;" also, a Proclamation, dated Decem- 
ber 8, 1775, forbidding any stranger to be in Halifax more 
than two hours, without making his business known to a 
Justice of the Peace, upon the pain and peril of being 
treated as a Spy ; also, forbidding any person entertaining 
any such stranger for more than two hours, without giving 
information, on the penalty aforesaid. From our own 
knowledge, and the best information from others, about 
eight parts out of ten of the inhabitants of Nova-Scotia 
would engage in the common cause of America, could they 
be protected. There are no fortifications in the Province, 
only at Halifax, and those much out of repair ; but they 
are at work on them. They have picketed the town in, 
and have about one hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, 
not mounted, and about twenty or thirty pieces mounted in 
the town. There were at Halifax about two hundred sol- 
.diers, the beginning of January, 1776, which were all that 
there were in the Province at that time ; but we are credi- 
bly informed that there are two regiments arrived there 
since that time. There was only one ship-of-war, of sixty 
guns, at Halifax, and one, of fourteen, at Annapolis, at 

the time aforesaid. . „ r 

Aaron Willard, 

Moses Child. 

general orders. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 9, 1776. 
(Parole, Stirling.) (Countersign, Jersey.) 

The Colonel of a Regiment is, on no pretence, to li- 
cense more than one Sutler within the limits of the camp, 
as the Quartermaster-General has his Excellency's posi- 
tive orders to punish with severity any person who is un- 
licensed, or licensed contrary to the above order. 

If any of the Militia who are ordered into camp should 
incline to enter into the Continental Army, they are imme- 
diately to join the Regiment they inlist into, and are, from 
that day, to be struck off the Militia rolls, that their pay 
may from thenceforward commence in the Regiment they 
engage in, and cease in the Militia. It is expected that 
proper attention be paid to this order, as no plea of igno- 
rance will be admitted. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 10, 1776. 
(Parole, Suffolk.) (Countersign, Albany.) 

General Green's Brigade to furnish one Field-Officer, 
two Captains, four Subalterns, four Sergeants, four Corpo- 
rals, two Drums, and one hundred and twenty Privates, to 
relieve the Guard, to-morrow morning, upon Cobble-Rill. 
General Sullivan's Brigade to furnish the same number of 
officers and men to relieve that Guard on Monday morning ; 
and so, alternately, by each Brigade, until further orders. 

Robert McKnight, of Captain Gleason's Company, in 
Colonel Nixon's Regiment, tried at a General Court-Mar- 
tial, whereof Colonel Hutchinson was President, fordeser- 
tion, and inlisting in different Regiments, is found guilty 
by the Court, and adjudged to receive thirty-nine lashes 
upon the bare back, and be stopped five pounds four shil- 
lings out of his pay, to repay those officers whom the pri- 
soner has defrauded. 

The General approves the sentence, and orders it to be 
put in execution, at such time and place as the command- 
ing officer of the Regiment shall appoint. 

Head. Quarters, Cambridge, February 11, 1776. 
(Parole, Brittol.) (Countersign, Hadley.) 

Benjamin Woodman, of Captain Darby's Company, in 
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Colonel Prescott's Regiment, tried at a late General Court- 
Martial, whereof Colonel Hutchinson was President, for 
desertion, is found guilty by the Court, and sentenced to 
receive twenty lashes upon his bare back. The General 
approves the sentence, and orders it to be executed, at 
such time and place as Colonel Prescott shall think pro- 
per. 

James McCormick, of Captain Farrington's Company, 
in Colonel Sargent's Regiment, tried at the above Court- 
Martial, for assaulting, beating, and robbing Samuel Mars- 
ton, Sergeant in Colonel Poor's Regiment, is found guilty 
by the Court, and sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes, 
and orders four pounds to be stopped out of his pay, to 
reimburse Sergeant Marston, what the prisoner robbed 
him of. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 12, 1776. 

(Parole, Plymouth.) (Countersign, Portsmouth.} 

The General, being informed that several of the Militia 
are coming in without arms, orders that the Brigadiers, 
to those Brigades they are joined, do examine into this 
matter, and discharge every man who has not arms, as they 
come in, keeping an account thereof, to deliver when 
called for. 

It is with no small degree of astonishment that the Ge- 
neral observes, by the returns of last week, that seventeen 
men have been dismissed the service, out of which number 
Colonel Whitcomb alone has discharged seven. He is, 
therefore, called upon to be at Head-Quarters to-morrow 
morning, at ten o'clock, to account for his conduct in this 
instance. At the same time, it is declared, and particular 
attention will be paid to it, that, if any Colonel or com- 
manding officer of a Regiment presume, in future, to dis- 
charge a man, without proper authority for so doing, he 
will be put in arrest, and tried for disobedience of orders. 
To have men inlisted one day, and discharged, as it were, 
the next, without any action or apparent cause to disqualify 
men for service, must have a bad appearance in the returns 
sent to Congress, especially when the list of deserters comes 
to be added to it. 

To remedy these evils as far as possible, it is directed, 
in cases where discharges are really necessary, that the 
commanding officer of the Regiment do produce the man 
soliciting the discharge, to the Brigadier-General of his Bri- 
gade, who is to examine accurately into the matter, and not 
to give a discharge for sickness of a temporary duration. 

In case of desertion, the commanding officer of the regi- 
ment or corps is immediately to report the deserter or 
deserters to his Brigadier-General, giving an exact descrip- 
tion of the man, the town he comes from, &tc, who is to 
cause proper steps to be taken for apprehending him. A 
reward of five dollars will be paid to any person, or persons, 
who shall apprehend and bring a deserter into the camp, 
upon obtaining a certificate from the Brigadier of the ser- 
vice performed. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 13, 1776. 

(Parole, Litchfield.) (Countersign, Coventry. J 

The Regiments of Militia lately arrived atRoxbury and 
Cambridge, are immediately to be furnished with fifteen 
rounds of powder and ball per man. The Adjutant-Gene- 
ral will, upon application, give orders upon the Commis- 
sary-General for that quantity. The Regiments now at 
Roxbury may apply to Major-General Ward, who will 
give orders accordingly. 

Captain Peleg Wadsworth is appointed Aid-de-camp to 
Major-General Ward during the absence of Sa7nuel Os- 
good, Esq. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 14, 1776. 
(Parole, Richmond.) (Countersign, Lincoln ) 

The General Court-Martial, of which Colonel Hutchin- 
son is President, is dissolved. 

Benjamin Mumford/m Colonel Bond's Regiment, tried 
at the above Court-Martial for theft, is acquitted by the 
Court. The General orders the prisoner lo be released. 
The Provost-Martial is, by his instructions, ordered to sup- 
press all riots, to be particularly attentive to the behaviour 
of all the Sutlers in and about Cambridge, and see that 
they shut up their bouses at tattoo-beating, and do not 



offer, upon any account, to sell a drop of liquor after that 
hour. All officers are strictly enjoined to be aiding and 
assisting to the Provost, in the due execution of bis office, 
which the late shocking proceeding of some of the Sut- 
tlers makes absolutely necessary. 



JOHN LANGDON TO MESHECH WEARE. 

Portsmouth, February 13, 1776. 

Gentlemen : I have just received a letter from Phila- 
delphia, informing me of one of the vessels belonging to the 
Continental service having arrived with sixty tons of salt- 
petre, thirteen tons of powder, one thousand three hundred 
stand of good arms ; on which impoitaot news I have the 
honour to congratulate you. My letter is dated the 3d inst. ; 
the vessel arrived the day before. 

I am, with all respect, gentlemen, your most obedient 

servant ' John Langdon. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL JOHN VEAZY. 

[No. 18.] Annapolis, February 15, 1776. 

Sir: In consequence of a letter received this day from 
Mr. John Thompson, dated 1st February, the Council of 
Safety have determined to purchase the whole of the gun- 
powder imported by Nathaniel Rumsey in partnership with 
a gentleman of Philadelphia ; or, if that cannot be done, 
then so much as you can agree for; and request you would 
make the contract for the use of the Province. They have 
sent by Captain Craigg, five hundred pounds, currency, to 
pay for the ton already engaged, but do not intend the 
whole ton for the separate use of your County. They will 
take care you shall be plentifully supplied, in proportion to 
other Counlies. You will purchase upon the most reason- 
able terms. The price, we expect, will not exceed twen- 
ty-five pounds, currency, per hundred weight, unless the 
Committee of Philadelphia should give more. The ba- 
lance of cash shall be immediately paid to your order, as 
soon as the powder is landed, and put into your custody or 
power. We are, fee. 
To Colonel John Veazy. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO BALTIMORE COMMITTEE. 
[No. lG.i Annapolis, February 15, 1776. 

Gentlemen : By a resolve of the Convention, the Com- 
miitee of Observation were directed to purchase all the 
sulphur they could meet with in their several Counties, at 
a price not exceeding six pence per pound, and to have 
the same lodged in the store of Messrs. Lux and Bowley, 
in Baltimore Town. We desire you will let us know what 
has been done in your County, in consequence of that re- 
solve. We are, &c. 
To the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County. 



GUSTAVU5 SCOTT TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER. 
Princess.Anne, February 15, 1776. 

Sir : I am directed by the Committee of Observation of 
this County, to inform you, that the Independent company 
raised for this County, and commanded by Captain Gunby, 
will be collected at this place on Tuesday next; and they 
are desirous some way should be pointed out for supply- 
ing them with provisions and other necessaries. If I re- 
member right, the mode of victualling the troops is left 
entirely in the breast of the Council of Safety ; and I pre- 
sume you have taken some order in it before this time. 

There is certainly a necessity that provisions and fire- 
wood should be immediately procured by some person or 
other for the several companies, or the probable event will 
be, that they will, or at least many of them, leave their 
place of station. If a particular person in each County 
should be appointed, either by the Council of Safety, or the 
Contractor-General, I would beg leave to mention to you 
Mr. James Geoghegan, a merchant of this town, both wil- 
ling and capable of executing the business. I beg some 
immediate order may be taken in this matter; and am, for 
the Committee, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Gustavus Scott, 

To Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN LONDON (BY WAY 

or new-york) dated Philadelphia, February 15, 
1776. 

The saints of this place are, many of them, turned sinners. 
The Friends, who have money, are as averse to drawing 
their purse-strings, as to drawing a trigger. Paper cur- 
rency is become plenty here, yet every one wishes for the 
ready, though no one dare speak, for fear of the displeasure 
of the Congress, which is as arbitrary as the Inquisition in 
Spain. Soldiers are raising, and the river fortifying below 
this city, though you know vessels of any burden, even a 
large frigate, could not come up here. Two hulks are 
moored, in order to be sunk, should an attempt be made, 
and thereby the channel blocked. Believe me, many peo- 
ple here are heartily tired of our great men's knight erran- 
try ; for 1 am afraid, on a formidable appearance of the 
King's troops, the Congress will not find so many friends 
here as they imagine. 

In Provincial Congress, New-Jersey, Brunswick, ) 
February 15, 1776. \ 

The Letter from the honourable Continental Congress, of 
the 12th instant, was read the second time, and is in the 
words following: 

" Philadelphia, February 12, 1776. 

" Gentlemen : The arrival of troops at New- York, the 
importance of that place to the welfare of America, and the 
necessity of throwing up a number of works to prevent our 
enemies from landing and taking post there, render it ne- 
cessary that a number of troops should immediately join 
Major-General Lee. 1 am, therefore, desired to apply to 
you, and request you would, with all possible expedition, 
send detachments of your Minute-Men, equal to a battalion, 
under proper officers, and well armed and accoutred, to 
New-York, there to be under the command of General 
Lee. 

"Your approved zeal, in the cause of your country, gives 
me the strongest assurances that you will, with alacrity, 
embrace this opportunity of giving aid to your neighbours, 
and that your people will cheerfully engage in a service by 
which they will not only render essential service to their 
country, but also have an opportunity of acquiring military 
skill and knowledge in the construction of field-works, and 
the method of fortifying and intrenching camps, by which 
they will be the better able, when occasion calls, to defend 
their rights and liberties. 

" 1 am, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant, 

" John Hancock, President. 

" To the Honourable Convention of New- Jersey." 

The Congress taking the above Letter into consideration, 
and desirous of doing every thing in their power to promote 
the common cause, do Resolve, unanimously, That the 
above requisition be complied with ; and that detachments 
of Minute-Men, properly accoutred, equal to a battalion in 
the Continental service, be immediately made, and marched 
to New- York, under the command of Charles Steivart. Esq., 
Colonel ; Mark Thompson, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel ; Fre- 
derick Frelinghuyscn and Thomas Henderson, Esquires, 
Majors ; and that said Battalion, when joined with the Con- 
tinental forces, be under the command of Major-General 
Lee. 

Ordered, That Colonel Stewart wait on the honourable 
Continental Congress, and take their orders respecting the 
supplying of said Battalion. 

» ' ' William Patterson, Secretary. 



every street were loading carts with their goods; our 
churches were nearly empty, and those who went could 
scarcely hear the preacher's voice; in short, all was trepi- 
dation and confusion. The greatest part of the inhabi- 
tants, with their moveables, have taken refuge in the coun- 
try, particularly the women and children. What aggra- 
vated the distressing scene was, the poor were flying with 
their children and little all, to the country, many of whom 
could scarcely pay their ferriage, and did not know where 
to get shelter. It is worthy of observation, that though 
many were taking advantages of the distresses of their 
brethren, by charging exorbitant prices for cartage, freight, 
&c, there were some who acted a worthy part, and came 
from a considerable distance in the country, to carry the 
goods of poor people gratis; an example worthy of imita- ' 
lion. 



colonel waterbury to president of congress. 

New.Yorh, February 13, 177b. 

President Hancock: I received orders from the Con- 
tinental Congress, in January last, to raise five or six hun- 
dred men to go on an expedition against the Tories on 
Long-Island. In consequence of which orders, I immedi- 
ately appointed my officers, and raised the number of men 
that I was directed to raise, and provided provisions for 
them ; and the men were on their march, and a number of 
people employed in cutting the vessels out of the harbours, 
(as at that time the vessels were all frozen in,) when I re- 
ceived counter-orders. The expense of raising, and the 
time that they were employed, amounted to a considerable 
sum. I desire to know, sir, whether I can receive the 
money to pay off the expense without coming to Philadel- 
phia, as it would be very difficult for me to leave my regi- 
ment at present, and the people are daily demanding their 
pay from me. I would beg the favour of you, sir, to direct 
me in what way I shall apply. 

In 'the mean time, I am, sir, with the greatest truth and 
respect, your Honour's most obedient, humble servant, 

David Waterbury, Jun. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Continental Congress at Philadelphia. 



New.York, February 15, 177G. 

Yesterday, being the day appointed for the General As- 
sembly of tliis Province to meet, a few of the Members 
met accordingly. The Governour was pleased to prorogue 
their next meeting, to the 14lh day of March next. 

The alarm and confusion in this city, for some days past, 
was truly distressing, occasioned chiefly by the unexpected 
arrival of General Clinton, in the Mercury frigate, and two 
other vessels, a ship with troops, and a brig from Boston. 
They sailed from hence three days ago, it is said for North- 
Carolina, since which we have enjoyed some small degree 
of quiet, but, how long it will continue, is hard to tell. Last 
Lord's day we were in much confusion; people in almost 

Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 73 



PETER T. CURTENIUS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New.York, February 15, 177G. 

Gentlemen : The Quartermaster of Colonel Drake's 
Regiment has applied to me for provision. I have no pro- 
vision in store ; and, if I had, it is impossible for me to go 
through all the business I have on hand. Should, there- 
fore, be glad that the honourable Congress would appoint 
a Commissary pro tempore, in the regiment, to provide for 
them, until you write to Walter Livingston, Esq., to ap- 
point one of his Deputies to reside here, which will be a 
saving to the publick, because he gets paid by the month, 
and I get a commission. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Peter T. Curtenius. 
To the Provincial Congress of New- York. 



JOSEPH BLANCHARD TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New.York, February 15, 177C. 

Gentlemen : I have occasion to wait on his Excellency 
Governour Tryon, to get the Province seal affixed to a small 
patent, which myself and some others are concerned in. I, 
therefore, beg the favour to have liberty to go on board the 
ship in which the Governour now is, for the purpose afore- 
said. It will greatly oblige those interested, and, also, 
your most obedient, and very humble servant, 

Joseph Blanchard. 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress, now assembled at, 

the City of New-York. 

R. THURMAN TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, February 15, 177G. 

Gentlemen : In my application to you, gentlemen, yes- 
terday, I made no mention of any particular rank I would' 
be glad to hold, humbly submitting that matter to yourr 
Honours' judgment, which I did not doubt was the case- 
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tvilh the other gentlemen ; but I find that companies and 
first lieutenancies have been particularly solicited for, and, 
as fhy silence, on that head, may be construed into an in- 
differency in me what rank I obtained, I take this oppor- 
tunity of declaring my wish for as high a rank in the army 
as your Honours' may judge my poor abilities capable of 
filling with propriety, and to your satisfaction. 
I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

R. Thurman. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress of New- York. 



SAMUEL THOMPSON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Broolthavon, February 15, 1776. 
Gentlemen : Whereas, by the Convention of this Pro- 
vince, the Committee of Suffolk County were directed to 
make a return of a draft of the several harbours in said 
County, to the said Convention, as soon as might conve- 
niently be. Pursuant thereto, the County Committee or- 
dered me to send in a draft of the East and West harbours 
of Brookhaven, commonly known by the names of Setau- 
ket and Stony-Brook harbours ; and, although I know 
myself a bad draftsman, yet I have undertaken the task, 
unequal to it as I was, and have endeavoured to make 
something like a plan, not only of the harbours and chan- 
nels, but, also, of the beaches and lands between them, 
and have, also, endeavoured to tell something of their 
length and distances, and, also, of the depth of the water 
in some places. 

By my card, I have made the distance from Mount-Mi- 
sery-Clift, or Point, by Setauket-Harbour, eight miles and 
an half; but, I believe, as the shore runs, it is more than 
ten miles to Rasepeige- Clift, at the west end of Long- 
Beach, in Snrithtoum, a long and very defenceless shore; 
but, although some people think it a matter of small im- 
portance whether Setauket-Harbour be fortified or not, I 
profess I cannot be of their opinion, as there is not one 
harbour, from the Oysterpond's Point to Setauket-Har- 
lour, that a vessel of any considerable burden can get into, 
and the distance is more than fifty miles. I think Setau- 
ket-Harbour must be secured by a small fort built on the 
beach that runs off from Mount-Misery-Point, as no vessel 
of burden can get in without coming within forty rods of 
said fort. And, if our cruisers should happen to be chased 
at low water, I think they may run in within an hundred 
rods of said fort. If it should be done only with a small 
battery, and the enemy should land to the east of them, 
and come upon the back of them, as they may do at low 
water, our soldiers will have no shelter. 1 think there 
should be, at this place, not less than six or eight guns, 
some of which should be nine or twelve-pounders; on the 
Sound side, small guns would answer; on the back side, 
Stony-Brook-Harbour would need but two six or nine- 
pounders, placed on the high clift. Some have thought it 
would be best to place the battery on George's Neck, four 
hundred rods from the harbour, but I cannot join with 
them, (at Setauket-Harbour.) Justice Strong, by whom 
you will receive these few lines, can, I think, explain the 
matter more fully to you. 

We are very much in want of a gunsmith here to fix our 
guns and make us bayonets ; but gunsmiths are very ex- 
tortionate in their asking, which I think ought to be looked 
to, as their work is not worth more now than it used to be, 
when they would do their work better, and for a much less 
price. There are several blacksmiths in this town that say 
they would take in a good workman, and assist him, and, 
unless we can have a workman, we cannot possibly be fixed 
as we ought to be, to defend our country. There are 
numbers amongst us that have no guns, nor could they buy 
if they had money. 

Gentlemen, from your very humble servant, 

Samuel Thompson. 
To the Congress at Neiv-York. 



WILLIAM BEDLOW TO JOHN BERRIEN. 

Fort Constitution, February, 15, 1776. 
Dear Sir: Yours of the 13th instant, by the carpen- 
ters, I this day received, and most truly deplore the situa- 
tion New- York is in. The Lord reigns king, whom, I 
trust, will soon restore America to peace and liberty. 



A paragraph of your letter, where you say, " two or 
three of the members of the Congress say no time ought 
to be lost in contracting for and getting the timber and other 
necessaries to the place for erecting the new Fortress," on 
which I know not how to act ; having no directions what 
kind of fortress is intended, I cannot tell what timber and 
necessaries will be wanted. The barrack frame we have 
had brought down from New- Windsor to Moore's Land- 
ing, till a convenient opportunity to get it to Pooploop's 
Kill. Captain Lawrence went, this day, to Poughkeepsie, 
to procure a place for his family. 1 have sent down the 
bearer of this — an honest, good man — express, to obtain 
some directions respecting the intended work at Pooploop's 
Kill, which, request you will endeavour to procure, and des- 
patch him back with all speed. 1 shall give directions to 
Mr. White, at New- Windsor, to procure timber and frame a 
store of the dimensions of the one here, with all despatch, 
as it will be one of the first things, with the barrack, want- 
ed. I beg you will notice that money is wanting now, and 
will be, continually, to pay contingencies; for the persons 
we employ to procure the necessaries up here, will have a 
commission for advancing their cash and doing the busi- 
ness, which will be prevented if we are in cash to pay as 
things are delivered, and will necessarily forward the work. 

I am, dear sir, for self and brother Commissioners, your 
humble servant, 



To John Berrien. 



William Bedlow. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read March 4, 1776.] 

Albany, February 15, 1776. 

Sir: I was, last evening, honoured with your favour of 
the 6th instant, covering sundry resolutions of Congress. I 
feel, with an irradicable gratitude, the approbation which 
Congress has been pleased to express of my conduct, in 
Tryon County. 

Agreeable to the former resolutions of Congress, of the 
9th November, I had given out, in orders, that all officers 
who chose to continue in the service, should return their 
names. This was not complied with by many ; but lest 
they might, hereafter, plead ignorance of the order, 1, some 
days ago, directed Colonel Van Schaick to make rne a 
complete return, on that head, of all such of his officers as 
are on this side of Canada, which I momently expect. 

Captain Curtis, late of Hinman's, and Captain Mills, 
late of Holmes's, to whom I had given recruiting orders 
before I left Ticonderoga, have completed their companies. 
Captain McCrackin, of Van Schaick' s, has a considera- 
ble number inlisted ; all these to se.rve next campaign ; and 
as Congress has ordered four regiments to be levied in this 
Colony, for the defence thereof, and for garrisoning Crown- 
Point, &c, and as the three companies above-mentioned 
were not designated for any particular regiment, I shall in- 
corporate them into Van Schaick's. Hence, I hope this 
regiment, with the assistance of the Committee of this city 
and County, will be speedily completed. 

As Canada does not afford any pork, and very little 
beef until the Fall of the year, I could wish that I had 
more pork here to send up. There will, however, be a 
sufficiency at the upper posts to supply the troops in Ca- 
nada, until the roads are well settled in the Spring. 

Enclose you the Oneidas' and Mohawk's speech, with 
my answer to it. 

I have wrote to a friend at Niagara, who has resided 
there some time, to procure and send me a state of that 
garrison. If Butler has a conference with the Indians at 
that place, they will, I hope, destroy so much of the gar- 
rison's provision as to oblige them to abandon it; but should 
that not be the case, as it is of great importance that it 
should be in our possession in order to secure all the In- 
dians, I could wish that an attempt was made to get the 
Indians to consent that we should invest it; perhaps an 
offer to pay the Indians the value of all the Kind's stores 
that may be found in it, cannon excepted, might induce 
them to consent that we should try to possess ourselves of 
it. Two regiments, under an active officer, would be suf- 
ficient for the business, as I apprehend nothing more is 
necessary than to cut off the supplies from Detroit. One 
of these regiments, I have reason to believe, from the tem- 
per of the Whigs in Tryon County, might be raised there. 
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The Paymaster-General informs me, that many of the 
pay-rolls of General fVooster's and Colonel Waterbury's 
Regiment cannot be completed, as no return is made of the 
men belonging to those regiments, which were discharged 
by the General. I shall, therefore, in order to prevent the 
clamour of the soldiers, be under the necessity to give a 
warrant in favour of the Pay-Table of Connecticut, for 
what may be estimated still clue, that they may pay off 
such soldiers as can produce their discharges. Perhaps 
General Wooster may send me the return before the money 
arrives from Philadelphia, if he has kept an account of 
them. If so, the necessity of this measure will be super- 
seded. 

I am so crowded with business that I have not leisure to 
send the speech above-mentioned. 

I am, sir, with every sentiment of respect, your most 
obedient, humble servant, p HJLlp ScHUrLER . 

To the Honourable John Rancoclc, Esq., Sic. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, February 15, 1776. 

Sir: Your favour, of the 12th instant, I received, and 
beg leave to inform you, that 1 should have most certainly 
contrived to have spared you some money, for the troops 
going to Canada, pressing as the demands against me were, 
had I not been advised of a supply sent you by Congress, 
for that purpose. 

1 shall be glad to know whether, when I pay the Militia 
from your Government, I am to give warrants only for the 
balance, after deducting the three dollars per man, advanc- 
ed by your Committee of Pay-Table, and whether I am 
to refund what they paid, after the Militia have served the 
time they are engaged for. The whole of them are not 
yet come in, but I imagine it will not be long first. 

[ am much obliged, and return you my sincere thanks, 
for ordering the powder from Providence to this camp, in 
this time of necessity, and will most cheerfully pay for it, 
or replace it, when in my power, as shall be most agreeable 
to you ; and, also, for the arms you are good enough to 
promise to send me, as they are exceedingly wanted. I 
wish vou could have added a cypher or two to the number. 

I had received almost a similar letter from General Lee, 
to the one you have favoured me with, before yours came 
to hand, and also heard of the arrival of powder, saltpetre, 
and arms, at Philadelphia. My accounts only make the 
powder fifteen tons. Be that as it may, it is an event of 
much importance to us, and, I hope, will be soon followed 
by more. 

1 am ' &c -' George Washington. 

To Governour Trumbull. 



COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Roxbury Camp, February 15, 1776. 

Honoured Sir : Since I wrote you last there has been 
much talk of attacking the strong fortress of our enemies. 
It has, all along been said, by the Army and others, that 
when the season should make a good bridge of ice, then 
would be the time to rout our enemies: we have had such 
an opportunity, but were not prepared to improve it. Many, 
however, would have been glad to have engaged in the en- 
terprise, as circumstances were. A cannonade and bom- 
bardment will now be attempted, but I fear with little effect, 
and that, finally, we must be content to remain in our pre- 
sent state ; but all is for the best. 

The defeat at Quebeck may, eventually, be to the advan- 
tage of our cause. The time the news of it got into Bos- 
ton was opportune; it happened to be published in their 
paper just as Admiral Graves was sailing for England, that 
General Carlcton was twelve hundred strong in the city, 
and our Army only twelve hundred ! This will probably 
make the Ministry easy as to an early reinforcement, which 
might otherwise be expected. However, I judge that ob- 
ject will not be, in the least, neglected by us. I wish a 
part of this army might be spared to strengthen our posts 
at the northward. Some sensible, experienced officers in 
the Army, are of opinion that a brisk cannonade, with car- 
casses and shells, will render the town so disagreeable as 
to oblige the enemy to abandon it. How happy would 



such an event be. In that case, and Quebeck in our hands, 
this Army only might, properly disposed, be sufficient to 
defend our whole extensive coast, backed as it is by a good 
Militia. Much blame has been thrown on our guard, at 
Dorchester, on occasion of the late excursion of the enemy 
there, and burning a few desolate houses, but I hear Gene- 
ral Ward approved their conduct. 

1 understand the General has, importunately, asked for 
what powder you can supply him, which, I hope, will be 

g ranted - Jedediah Huntington. 

To Governour Trumbull. 



JAMES OTIS TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL. 

BarnstnMe, February 15, 1776. 

Gentlemen of the Council : It seems, on Saturday 
last, a French vessel ran on shore, on the south side of the 
Cape, with a hundred and odd hogsheads of molasses, and 
some other small articles, and one hogshead of sugar. She 
had a French master, and one Pinkum, of Nantucket, the 
English master. Their papers are all in French, so I can 
say but little about them. There was on board said vessel 
one Mons. Le Baron, a gentleman who took passage on 
board with a design to go to Philadelphia. He appears 
much of a gentleman ; says he was in the King of Prussia's 
service more than twenty years. I have wrote by him to 
General Washington, who, no doubt, will examine into his 
business. He says the French and English masters talk- 
ed of going into Boston, but they deny it. On the whole, 
I thought it best to acquaint your Honours as to this mat- 
ter, and as the goods are taken into custody by Major Hal- 
lett and others, they will want the direction of the Court, 
in this delicate point. 

I am your Honours' most humble servant, 

James Otis. 

To the Honourable the Council of Massachusetts-Bay. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL. 

Cambridge, February 15, 1776. 

Sir : It gives pain to his Excellency that you, and the 
gentlemen of the honourable Board, should have so much 
trouble in searching for the copy of a Council of War he 
has inadvertently sent out of his hands. I am commanded 
by him to inform you, that it was not the Council of the 
18th that he was in want of; it is that of the 16th Janu- 
ary, which, if you can furnish him with, he will be very 
thankful. 

His Excellency received a letter this day, from Gover- 
nour Trumbull, of which the following is an extract : 

" Three thousand weight of powder we conclude to 
order to Major Thompson, Agent for the Massachusetts 
Colony, on account of money he supplied to Mr. Shaw, 
the importer for that end, and will consult him or them 
concerning the use of it." 

You well know, sir, the want there is of that article in 
camp; his Excellency, therefore requests, that you will 
endeavour to get that powder sent hither. If it belongs to 
Major Thompson, as private property, he requests you will 
use your influence with him to sell it ; if to the Colony, 
that it be lent or sold, for the use of the United Colonies. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant, 
Stephen Moylan, P. T. S. 
To the Honourable Walter Spooner. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, DATED 
BARBADOES, FEBRUARV 16, 1776. 

General Howe having been greatly distressed for pro- 
visions, and expecting to be more so upon the loss of seve- 
ral transports, despatched Captain Payne, of the Eigh- 
teenth, with two transports, in search of provisions. He 
arrived here about ten days ago. An act of the Island hav- 
ing passed, since the present troubles, prohibiting the ex- 
portation of provisions without a license from the Governour 
and Council, his Excellency called a Council, and leave 
was given to Captain Payne to purchase what provisions 
he pleased for Government use. He could get from the 
Island about forty barrels of beef, and as many tierces of 
rice, with few peas, oatmeal, he. But a vessel which was 
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lying off and on was stopped, and proved a serviceable sup- 
ply to Captain Payne, for he got from her two hundred 
barrels of provisions, of one sort or another, although at a 
great price. He sailed yesterday for Antigua, where the 
Admiral is to supply him. The men-of-war have kept 
eeizing every American vessel they met with ; the orders 
were to carry them into an English harbour, though some 
"Were sold. at St. Kitts. We want some kinds of provisions 
at present; but the people are in great dread of what they 
are to suffer three months hence, especially on account of 
the Negroes. 

No doubt but Administration has received the best in- 
formation from France relative to their armaments; but, if 
my intelligence is true, and I believe it is, there are now 
upwards of five thousand troops at Martinique, and four 
thousand five hundred at Guadeloupe, and twelve hundred 
more expected, besides a superior force at St. Domingo. 
They give out, that this additional force is only meant to 
preserve peace in their own Colonies, as the American 
infection may be catching. 



colonel Mcintosh to general Washington. 

Savannah, in Georgia, February 16, 1776. 

Sir: My country having honoured me with the com- 
mand of the Continental Battalion, ordered to be raised by 
,the General Congress, for the protection and defence of 
this Colony, (though I fear too partial to my poor abili- 
ties,) it becomes my duty to inform your Excellency of the 
state of our Province, as far as it concerns the service, as 
well as of the troops to be immediately under my com- 
mand, 

Our Province has a front along the sea-coast of above 
one hundred miles, covered by a range of islands, divided 
from each other by eight rivers from the main land, which 
makes as many good inlets and harbours, most of them 
capable of receiving any frigate, and, as some say, much 
larger ships. Our settlements extend back to the north- 
west above two hundred miles, in other parts to the south- 
ward not above ten, and very thinly inhabited ; indeed, this 
large space of land, altogether, has not more than three 
thousand men, chiefly in the back country, and many dis- 
affected and doubtful in our cause, especially the men of 
the greatest property among us. Our slaves will be above 
fifteen thousand souls, mostly within twenty miles of the 
sea-coast, and make above thirty-five thousand tierces of 
rice, annually, besides many other articles of provision, 
which, with our fine harbours, make the security of this Co- 
lony, though weak in itself, of the utmost consequence to 
the whole Continent of America ; and we have every rea- 
son to think our enemies intend to make it a place of 
general rendezvous and supplies. 

We are bounded south by the garrisoned Province of 
East-Florida, who have now, as I am well informed, five 
hundred Regulars in St. Augustine, and one thousand more 
expected there daily from Europe. On the west of us, is 
the Province of West-Florida, the numerous nations of the 
Creek, Choctaw, and Cherokee Indians, besides lesser tribes, 
supposed to have at least ten thousand gun-men, brave, in- 
trepid, and eager for war, whom we will have the utmost diffi- 
culty to keep at peace with us, as we want every article of 
their usual supply, and now furnished them in great plenty 
from the two Ftoridas. Our metropolis is situated in the 
north corner of the Province, upon a bluff, or sand-hill, 
thirty feet high, or more, above the water, and fifteen miles 
up the river Savannah, from the Inlet of Tybee, where five 
ships of war, the Syren, the Scarborough, the Raven, the 
Tamar, and Cherokee, besides tenders, are now lying, and 
two large transports, having, it is said, above three hundred 
men on board, and expecting more in daily, with what de- 
sign, whether for this Colony only, or Carolina, or both 
together, we are not yet informed. Our Province has de- 
clared itself in a state of alarm, and resolved not to supply 
the men-of-war with provision, and ordered a draft of half 
the Militia to the town of Savannah to oppose the landing 
of any troops. 

Our Provincial Congress having accepted the battalion 
ordered for their protection and defence, chose the officers 
the 29th and 30th ultimo, (a return of whom shall accom- 
pany this,) and made them sign the enclosed test, before 
.their commissions were delivered ; and I have this day 



issued general orders for recruiting, which has been hitherto 
prevented by many obstacles in providing money for that 
and other necessary services, and I fear will yet be attend- 
ed with some difficulty. We expect very few in our own 
Province; that of South- Carolina, is said, to be already 
drained of such people as will inlist, by their Provincial re- 
giments, besides, their bounty, subsistence, &c, is so much 
better than ours. Therefore, I expect we must have re- 
course, distant at it is, to North- Carolina, with this additional 
disadvantage, that our currency passes in no other Colony 
but our own, and we have received very little Continental 
money yet. 

I have received no kind of orders or instructions from 
the General Congress, or your Excellency; nor have I yet 
been able to obtain even a copy of the American Articles 
of War, which makes me at a loss how to act in many cases ; 
therefore, I shall wish any orders or directions your Ex- 
cellency will please to send me, to be as full and frequent 
as possible ; also, to be informed how far we are under the 
control of the Provincial Congress, &c, of this or any 
other Province where we are upon duty, and what rank we 
hold when acting with Militia or Provincial troops. 

I shall take the liberty of appointing Surgeons to the 
battalion, which are so indispensably necessary, that I sup- 
pose the neglect of not naming any must be owing to our 
Delegates ; and, also, to make Captain Colson's a rifle com- 
pany, when raised, which, I think, will be useful, and hope 
will meet with your Excellency's approbation, and I doubt 
not but we will be obliged to arm more with such guns, for 
want of others, which are very scarce. 

I have the honour to be, your Excellency's most obe- 
dient and most humble servant, T ». , 

' L.ACHLAN MclNTOSH. 

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., Comman- 
der-in-Chief of the American Forces. 



In Provincial Congress, Savannah, February 10, 1776. 
Province of Georgia: 

Whereas a Battalion upon the Continental establishment 
is now raising in this Province; and whereas doubts may 
arise, how far the same is subject to the control of the Pro- 
vincial civil power : Now, therefore, be it known, and we 
the several subscribers, Officers bearing commissions in the 
said Battalion, do hereby declare, that we hold ourselves, 
and the non-commissioned officers and privates, and all 
others belonging to the said Battalion, subject and subordi- 
nate to such supreme civil powers of this Province as are, 
or shall be erected for the purpose of defending our rights 
and liberties. And further, we bind ourselves, upon the 
words of soldiers and men of honour, at all times to obey 
and carry into effect, as far as in us lies, the orders and 
commands of the present, or any future Congress or Coun- 
cil of Safety of this Province, as the same shall from time 
to time be issued to us. Provided nevertheless, That the 
same do not contradict or interfere with the orders or direc- 
tions of the General Congress, or a Committee thereof, or 
any General, or other officer, by them appointed over us. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our names, 
together with the rank and date of our commissions oppo- 
site thereto. 

A Return of the Officers chosen for the Battalion order- 
ed to be raised for the protection and defence of the 
Colony of Georgia, February 16, 1776. 

Colonel, Lachlan Mcintosh ; Lieutenant-Colonel, Sam- 
uel Elbert ; Major, Joseph Habersham. 

First Company : Captain, Francis Henry Harris ; First 
Lieutenant, John Habersham; Second Lieutenant, John 
Jenkins ; Ensign, John Rae. 

Second Company: Captain, Oliver Bowen; First Lieu- 
tenant, George Henley; Second Lieutenant, John Ber- 
rien; Ensign, 

Third Company : Captain, John Mcintosh ; First Lieu- 
tenant, Lachlan Mcintosh; Second Lieutenant, Francis 
Arthur; Ensign, John Morison. 

Fourth Company : Captain, Arthur Carney; First Lieu- 
tenant, Benjamin Odinsell ; Second Lieutenant, John 
Eman. Delaplaine ; Ensign, John Milton. 

Fifth Company : Captain, Thomas Chisolm; First Lieu- 
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tenant, Caleb Rowel; Second Lieutenant, Daniel Cuth- 
bert ; Ensign, William Mcintosh. 

Sixth Company : Captain, John Green; First Lieute- 
nant, Ignatius Feiv ; Second Lieutenant, ; 

Ensign, ...... 

Seventh Company : Captain, Chisley Bosticlc; First 
Lieutenant, John Martin; Second Lieutenant, . . . . ; 
Ensign, 

Eighth, or Rifle Company : Captain, Cohon; 

First Lieutenant, Shadrach Wright; Second Lieutenant, 
George Walton; Ensign, 

Chaplain, John Holmes. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO PHILADELPHIA COM- 
MITTEE. 

[No. 18.] Annapolis, February 16, 1776. 

Gentlemen: By order of the last Convention, a sum 
of money was appropriated for the erecting of a manufac- 
tory of saltpetre, in every County of this Province, and 
Supervisors in each County were appointed to carry the 
same into execution. 

It was, also, earnestly recommended to the people to 
manufacture crude nitre in their private families, and an 
ample price was directed to be paid them for what they 
should make and deliver to each Supervisor. 

We are not insensible of the natural advantages we 
possess for manufacturing that necessary article, and have 
some men skilful in promoting it, residing among us, but are 
nevertheless greatly indebted to you for your kind and oblig- 
ing offer of instructing such persons of our Province, as may 
be thought necessary, at your publick works, an offer that 
may be of great service to our Supervisors living distant 
from the residence of our men of skill, to whom we shall 
communicate the same, and press them to accept it. 

We are, &c. 

To the Committee of Safety, Philadelphia. 



ANDREW BEALL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

February 16, 1776. 

Gentlemen : As there are not muskets provided for the 
Militia, and their guns being of different sizes, and as I 
think it necessary we should be put in readiness to make 
the best defence we possibly can, I pray your Honours 
would order, that out of the stock at Bladensburgh, there 
may be one hundred and seventy-two pounds powder, and 
three cwt. lead, lodged in my hands for each of the com- 
panies, which I will see forthcoming when called for. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Andrew Beall. 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 



C. BEATTY AND B. JOHNSON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF 
SAFETY. 

Fredericktown, February 16, 1776. 
Gentlemen : By a resolve of the late Convention, there 
is to be sums of money transmitted to the Committees of 
Observation in the respective Counties, to defray the ex- 
penses of the several Minute Companies. Captain Strie- 
ker's demands, by a special order of the Convention, are 
discharged. Captain Young's and Captain Good's remain 
otherwise. Some of the men in those companies are anx- 
ious to have what is due, and we believe the Captains have 
an uneasy time of it. If business will admit you to attend 
to this matter, and you will have the money sent up soon, 
we think it will be productive of good consequences. Cap- 
tain Good has been here several times, expecting you had 
ordered the money to be transmitted. 

We are, gentlemen, your obedient servants, 

C. Beatty, 
B. Johnson. 
To the Council of Safety of Maryland. 



ROBERT ALEXANDER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, February 16, 177G. 

Gentlemen : I send you, enclosed. copies of the instruc- 
tions and private signals of the several men-of-war and 
transports on the American station. As these may be of 
essential service to the different armed vessels now fitting 



cut in America, copies, by order of Congress, have been 
transmitted to the different Colonies ; and I am ordered by 
Congress to acquaint you, that they have bound themselves 
to secrecy; so it is expected that you will consider your- 
selves under a like tie, and the copy you deliver to the 
Captain, of your armed vessels, be under seal enclosed, to 
be opened after his sailing. 

The publick papers will communicate all the intelligence, 
we have, except the arrival of twenty ions of powder, and 
three thousand stand of small-arms, in Connecticut. We 
shall send forward some powder and arms to your Province, 
but I am sorry to say, if we rely on foreign arms, and they 
are not better than the sample we have, ourdependance will 
be like a broken reed, as I think, if used, they will kill more 
ol our troops than the enemy. What those imported for our 
Province cost, I know not ; a parcel imported here, on a 
private adventure, have been purchased by Congress, at 
three pounds two shillings and five pence. Every thing 
of this kind is exceedingly high ; powder seventeen pounds 
ten shillings per hundred weight. Much of this business 
passes through a Committee of which I am a member. Pa- 
triotism sinks before private interest, and I find many men 
here, who rank themselves in that class, generally exacting 
the most from the necessity of their country, hence the 
publick is plundered. 

We have sent off ten six-pounders for the ship, and shall 
purchase two more. Congress have appointed a delegation 
to Canada. The persons are Doctor Franklin, S. Chase, 
and Mr. Charles Carroll, of Carrollton. I wish you would 
erect a powder-mill in your Province ; I could procure you 
saltpetre. Your letters of the 1st, 8th, 9th, and 10th in- 
stant, are come to hand, and the contents shall be observed. 

I am, with respect, gentlemen, your humble servant, 

Robert Alexander. 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 



COMMITTEE FOR THE CITY AND LIBERTIES OF PHILA- 
DELPHIA. 

Philadelphia, February 16, 1776. 

We, the subscribers, Judges and Inspectors of the Ge- 
neral Election held on Friday, the 16th day of February, 
at the State-House, for the choice of a Committee for the 
City and Liberties of Philadelphia, to serve for six months 
ensuing, do certify that the following persons were duly 
elected. 

David Chambers, Samuel Howell, Jun., 
John Williams, Judges. 



George Bartram, 
Thomas Leech, 
Joseph Moulder, 
John Stille, 
Andrew Tybout, 
Nathan Cooke, 



James Rose, 
William Colladay, 
Robert Knox, 
James Loughead, 
John Taylor, 
J. B. Smith, 

Inspectors, 
For the City. 

Benjamin Franklin, Richard Willing, Christopher Pechin, 

Joseph Reed, John Purviance, Peter Z. Lloyd, 

Thomas McKean, William Heysham, Nathan Brown, 

Samuel Meredith, Junes Millegan, William Wistar, 

Samuel Massey, Charles Massey, Joseph Dean, 

Sharpe Dulancy, James Cresson, Jacob Barge, 

Richard Bache, Benjamin Loxley, Benjamin Rush, 

William Rush, Benjamin Harbeson, Robert Smith, hatter, 

Joseph Wetherill, Chris. Marshall, Sen., William Hollingshead, 

Thomas Barclay, Robert S. Jones, S imuel C. Morris, 

John Wilcox, Joseph Parker, William Will, 

Thomas Cuthbert, James Reed, Jonathan Mifflin, son 

John Cox, Frederick Kuhl, of John, 

Thomas Lawrence, Joseph Moulder, Nathaniel Donnell 

Jacob Morgan, Timothy Matlack, Andrew Tybout, 

William Jackson, James Ash, John Mease 

John Cadwallader, John Patton, Daniel Robinson, 

John Bayard, Nicholas Hicks, Samuel Simpson, 

Francis Gurney, Philip Poehm, Michael Shubert, 

George Schlosser, Jacob Shreiner, George Meade, 

Moore Furman, Daniel Joy, William Colladay, 

Christopher Ludwick, Francis Wade, George Morgan, 

Jonathan B. Smith, William Ball, Capt. William Davis, 

Thomas Pryor, John Linnington, Benjamin Paschall, * 

William Bradford, Isaac Howell, James Searles. 

John Allen, Joseph Watkins, 

Northern Liberties. 

John Dickinson, George Leib, William Coates, 

Isaac Coates, John Brown, James Warrell, 

Joseph Copperthwaitc, Samuel Bruster, Thomas Hopkin«, 

William Masters, James Loughead, Robert Hare. 
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SamuLl Moore, 
John Duche, 
Joseph Blewer, 
: Robert Allison, 



Southward. 

James Skinner, 
William McMullen, 
Nathaniel Irish, 
Elias Boyee, 



Robert Knox, 
James Barnes, 
William Robinson, 
Joseph Falconer. 



COLONEL HEARD TO NEW-TOKK CONGRESS. 

Staten-Island, February 16, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Agreeable to your requisition to the Pro- 
vincial Congress of New- Jersey, I am now on Slatcn-Is- 
land, with a battalion of seven hundred men, waiting your 
further orders and instructions, which I should be glad to 
have as soon as is convenient, and am, in the mean time, 
gentlemen, yours, he. NathaniE l Heard. 

To the Provincial Congress, at New- York. 

P. S. Since I have been on the Island, there have been 
sundry complaints made, of many of the principal men 
here threatening they would kill any of the troops that 
should come on the Island to disarm them, and others that 
have supplied the barges with live stock. 



PHILIP BROOKS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New- York, February 16, 1776. 

Gentlemen: Having had an opportunity of feeling the 
oppression exercised by the Ministry over Ireland, the place 
of my nativity, and as I have tasted the sweets of Ame- 
rican liberty before this unhappy contest, common sense 
directs in the choice I should make for myself and poste- 
rity. Therefore, as a young, unmarried man, I can neither 
think myself excusable, nor a useful member of society, 
while content with indifferently examining the publick prints 
at home. 

To act as I could wish, among the Independents, would 
not answer the frugality with which I am obliged to ma- 
nage my time. To enter among the private Provincials 
would be agreeable, could the generality of my compa- 
nions be formed to the agreement of religious, or even gen- 
teel behaviour; but the contrary, which is often the case, 
would be very disagreeable to a person of any sensibility. 

These considerations have urged me to apply for any 
commission in the service beneath a Captain, as I do not 
imagine myself capable of conducting that important rank. 

Your complying with this request shall be gratefully ac- 
knowledged, and I hope suitably improved, by, gentlemen, 
your respectful, humble servant, p R 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress. 



GOVERNOCR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, February 16, 1776. 

Sm : In consequence of your pressing request, by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Gay, I have ordered, in addition to about 
three tons of powder a few days ago directed to you from 
Providence, two tons more, from Norwich, which is all 
that can possibly be spared from this Colony at present. I 
have, also, sent you thirty arms, and believe in good order. 
The powder, to the amount of four tons, we must beg to 
have replaced by the Continent, as soon as you can ad- 
vise the Congress thereof, to be sent and lodged, one ton 
at Fairfield, one ton at New-Haven, and two tons at Mid- 
dletown, and trust you will be so good as to advise the 
Congress of your being supplied with the above quantity 
from this Colony, at your request, and the full expecta- 
tion of its being replaced in the manner above-mentioned, 
as this is but a small part we have furnished the Army 
with since last Spring. 

The arms I have sent you, are of barrels taken at Ti- 
conderoga, which have been fitted up here with stocks, 
locks, iron ramrods, bayonets, &.c, beside having the bar- 
rels to straighten, and many bruises to take out, the cost of 
which will be upwards of fifty shillings, each, an account of 
which shall soon transmit to you. 

May the God of armies direct you in all your plans of 
operation, and succeed you therein to the salvation of this 
oppressed country, is the most sincere desire of your obe- 
dient, humble servant, T „, 

... Jonathan Irumbull. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 



COSMOPOLITAN, NO. VIII. 

To the Inhabitants of the American Colonics. 
Friends and Fellow-Citizens: Without a repetition 
I shall, in this paper, stick in part to the text preached 
from in my last, relying upon the reader's recollection. In 
proof of the then allegations against the prime procurer of 
our present distresses, I produced in evidence letters wrote 
when he was second in Provincial authority, but first in the 
chair of mischief; I shall now consider him where we have 
occasionally placed him twice before, as first in command, 
and in villany second to none under Heaven. 

It gives me no pleasure, but the reverse^ to collect those 
arrows which so mortally wound the character of one of 
my countrymen, which stab humanity itself, and degrade 
one of the species into a rank of beings that wants a name. 
Happier for me, more pleasing to the reader, could mate- 
rials be found to decorate, his temples with the laurels of 
merited praise. Much rather had I bear his crimes in the 
arms of silent oblivion to the pit of forgetfulness, than, in 
the blaze of day, to impute such treacherous designs as are 
scarce to be met with in the story of the world, and as 
would blacken the memoirs of a perfidious savage. But 
injured innocence and aspersed communities call for jus- 
tice. 

Scarcely warm in his prostituted chair, he hurls the full 
bolts of his collected malice against the people he govern- 
ed, against their chartered rights, and the charter itself. In 
order to complete its ruin, in spite of opposition, he declares 
a variety of plans had engrossed his thoughts. Instead of 
seeing the beneficent hand of an affectionate father stretch- 
ed out for the support and protection of the rights of the 
people, we see them plotted against, and torn away by the 
claws of a devouring harpy. Great Britain and America^ 
Provinces and Counties, Towns and Parishes, the leaders 
and the led, fall equally under the lash of his malignant 
pen. 

It was not enough at home, by virtue of illegal warrant?, 
to seize those who dare to oppose the torrent of oppres- 
sion, and to haul them to jails and to dungeons, if they were 
suffered to come out, with shouts and with bonfires. It was 
difficult to restrain the licentiousness of the child, until the 
disorders of the parent were rectified. Government must 
act with vigour, and assume in Britain its most rigorous 
tone. 

Not contented with the destruction of one Province, he 
aims his blows and strikes at the being of all. Being form- 
ed into a threefold division, with a nobleman at their head, 
upon the servile plan of a Spanish origin, they were to be 
practised into obedience by a quick succession of those lit- 
tle despots. Each Colony was to receive from every ses- 
sion of Parliament acts peculiar to itself, and others in 
common to all. Measures, says he, respecting America, 
must be extended to every Colony. Every Assembly was 
to be totally under the control and direction of the sove- 
reign power of Parliament ; and if they refused this servile 
subjection, all their proceedings were to be null and void : 
that is, if they did not govern themselves as the subjects of 
Great Britain or a Minister of State might direct, they 
were to be deprived of the governing power. What state 
more abject? What bondage more complete ? 
_ As an emblem of gratitude, he is more liberal in his pro- 
visions for his own Province, as a requital for received 
favours. Not satiated with annually mangling and mur- 
dering a new elected Council ; not satisfied with an abso- 
lute negative upon all the proceedings of both branches ; 
not easy with substituting the opinion of a noble Lord in the 
stead of his own judgment, and superseding the designs of 
the Constitution by a mandate from a Minister, he impor- 
tunes with the perseverance of a beggar, either that the 
Crown might be empowered to appoint a Council instead 
of the then present one, and to determine it at pleasure, or 
the Governour to select twelve from the twenty-eight, or 
the body at large, as he pleased, with whom he might per- 
form every office of Government, and accomplish every 
oppressive measure ; the others to remain merely for the 
advantage of a check upon the House, and a plague to the 
community; that he might dispense with calling the As- 
sembly yearly, and that limits' might be fixed to the num- 
ber of its members, as the former would make them more 
obsequious to his nod and subservient to his purposes, 



1165 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, Sic, FEBRUARY, 1776. 



1166 



and the latter open wide the doors of bribery and corrup- 
tion. 

From an innate aversion to every thing that is ill, he 
was determined to leave no stone unturned, no means un- 
tried, to hasten the golden period when tyranny .and op- 
pression should reign supremely triumphant, and liberty 
and happiness be banished out of being. He, therefore, 
because County officers (some justices and one sheriff) had 
behaved extremely ill, that is, had nobly disdained a con- 
currence in his open exertions or more private machina- 
tions, represents the indispensable necessity of holding their 
commissions for one or two years only, or of having their 
appointment and removal entirely in the power of himself 
or his Royal master. 

It was not enough, originally, to appoint, in general, 
those who were allied to his schemes, but the moment they 
deserted his glorious cause they must be dismissed from 
their office, and yield to an obsequious successor. Not only 
officers, but processes must be stamped with the charac- 
ters of servitude. A writ of error was to lay from the 
County to the Courts of the King's Bench, in England, 
by a statute for the purpose, in order, says he, among other 
acts, to keep up a sense of the authority of Parliament; 
imagining that we should not dispute it, as it would affect 
the titles to our lands and estates. 

Let the man of property, the reader of the landed inte- 
rest, pause here. Let him paint to himself some one in 
power, or a high Court favourite, trumping up a claim to 
his possessions ; or some Crown officer prosecuting for a 
pretended forfeiture, upon an old British Star-Chamber 
statute that he had never heard of, and which possibly 
never existed; or filing an information upon some new 
penal edict, or perhaps Royal proclamation, which ought 
never to be complied with. Let him suppose himself drag- 
ged before a Provincial judicature upon the Ministerial 
model, and there, in a tedious, expensive attendance in 
defending, stripped of his money, but with a favourable 
issue. Then let him consider himself as carried to Great 
Britain upon a writ of error, an appeal, or some other 
process, and depending there from court to court, until he 
is dodged out of his right, or ruined by defending it. Or 
reverse the scene, and let him suppose himself plaintiff, 
prosecuting for a reparation in damages, a compensation for 
injuries, or for the recovery of his just rights, with a similar 
issue. In this situation does not property lose its value ? Is 
not iniquity established by law, and courts a mockery upon 
justice? Detestable as it is, this would have been the 
unavoidable effects of Government success. 

Already the Jacobitish law sages at home have deter- 
mined, not only that processes lie from the West- India 
Colonies to the King's Bench, but from thence a manda- 
mus is issuable to those Colony Courts — an oppressive 
dependance too galling for an Englishman to bear, for any 
American to brook. 

The destructive qualities of the worst of beings, are, in 
Holy Writ, compared to a roaring lion roaming for prey. 
The famous Randolph, for his restless exertions against his 
country, is, in Mr. Hutchinson's history, compared to the 
same ferocious animal seeking to devour ; exertions which, 
although treasonable in themselves, in competition with 
the bloody efforts of the above historian, dwindle into mis- 
demeanours, and hardly deserve the name of crimes. I 
will not, therefore, injure the one or the other of the above 
characters, by comparing our hero with either. If we may 
trace him by his letters, he went from Kingdoms to Conti- 
nents, from Colonies to Counties, and from Counties to 
Towns, breathing destruction, and lurking for prey ! His 
epilogue to every scene is a prayer for the concealment of the 
part he was acting. He may, therefore, fitly be compared 
to the crocodile, an inhabitant of the torrid zone. This 
animal is said to frequent rivers and marshes, where it lies 
concealed among the reeds and rushes, till it finds an oppor- 
tunity to seize men or creatures, which it drags into the 
water, always taking this method of drowning them first, 
that it may afterwards swallow them without resistance. 

Our amphibious destroyer imagined that he could first 
suffocate, by an inundation of British laws, and then riot 
unmolested on American spoils, its wealth and its happi- 
ness. Hence his unremitting clamours against assembled 
towns, in consultation on matters of their nearest concern- 
ment. Pressing are his solicitations, repeated his demands 



that the subjects of Great Britain would prohibit the sub- 
jects of America holding any town-meetings, and subject 
all concerned in them, except for certain purposes, to in- 
capacities, and the dreadful punishments of a premunire ; 
not only are their thoughts and debates to be circumscri- 
bed and restrained to a few licensed subjects, but even an 
eccentrick slip of the tongue was to be corrected by penal- 
ties of the severest kind. In vain may you search the 
records of a Spanish Divan, in vain the alcoves of an Ot- 
toman Court for similar oppression. 

It is painful, it is astonishing, it is grievous to reflect, 
that this country, late the peaceful abode of tranquil free- 
dom, the favourite seat of virtue, the place where was the 
greatest effulgence of genuine liberty, where a difference of 
religion, competition of interest, variety of sentiments, sub- 
ordination of politick bodies, and a multitude of constitu- 
tional privileges playing in consort, danced in unjarring 
harmony in a pleasing round, mutually producing the offices 
of friendship, hospitality, and social happiness, should, by 
the treason and villany of one, with his co-operators, be 
interrupted, overthrown, and yield to the unavoidable ca- 
lamities of war. That by him publick justice should be 
assassinated, publick chastity polluted, publick faith prosti- 
tuted, and the laudable endeavours of the wise and honest 
suppressed. That the wretch who had caused every 
branch of our Constitution to droop and hang its head ; 
had paved the way, and opened wide the avenues to ser- 
vitude ; had given bleeding wounds to bis country, beat 
down her most graceful ornaments and firmest bulwarks ; 
that he who had furnished bones for tne clashing of discord 
and the combustion of arms, should, in the storm of war, 
escape with impunity. 

" Mora yet the methods yon, Oh chief! ordained, 
To sink your country, and its loyal name. 
The shameful efforts 'gainst your native town, 
May force from George the Third the Br.tish crown." 



ANDREW SYMMER TO GOVERNOUR PENN. 

Turk's Island, Fehruary 17, 1776. 

SrR: I have the honour to transmit you a petition, which 
hath been given to tne by a very useful and industrious 
body of his Majesty's subjects, residing on an island des- 
titute of every necessary of life, salt alone excepted. 

Captain Budden hath engaged to the people, to supply 
them in case he meets with no obstructions ; I am certain, 
sir, he will meet with none from you ; and, I flatter myself, 
the inhabitants of North- America, being well convinced 
of the importance our salt trade is to their commerce, no 
hindrance will arise from them. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble 
servant, . " ' 

Andrew stumer. 
To Governour Penn. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN SCOTLAND, 
DATED NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, FEBRUARY 17, 1776. 

All the well-affected to Government betook themselves 
to the shipping, where they are in great safely, and well 
provided. Lord Dunmore, having foreseen the event, 
had laid plentifully in of all sorts of provisions. He has 
given orders to fortify Tucker's Point, where bake-houses 
and mills are fast erecting. Several vessels are taken from 
the Rebels, loaded, from the northward, with salt, flour, arid 
grain. The Roebuck, with General Clinton, and a tender, 
are arrived safe. The tender is to proceed for Cape-Fear, 
in North-Carolina, in order to raise volunteers, thousands 
of whom are ready to join the King's troops on being pro- 
perly accoutred, and provided with arms and ammunition. 
The Rebels are in the deepest distress, being divested of 
clothes, ammunition, and lodgings ; and, from their not 
keeping themselves clean, they are overrun with vermin, 
which, in the Summer season, must breed much sickness. 
Great numbers of them are already in their hospitals ; and, 
at the least calculation, seven hundred of them are kilted, 
wounded, sick, and taken prisoners. They are, however, 
desperate to the last degree, and intrenching themselves 
backward to secure their retreats. The back settlers would, 
willingly, supply Lord Dunmore with fresh provisions, but 
have no means of conveying them, except what the ne- 
groes forage in the night time. All the Highland emigrants 
are most friendly to Government. 
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MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GUSTAVUS SCOTT. 
[No. 19.] Annapolis, February 17, 1776. 

Sir: The Council of Safety have stipulated and agreed 
with a contractor, for supplying the regular forces of this 
Province with provisions; hut, as some time must be given 
to provide the several articles which compose a ration, and 
it cannot reasonably be expected he will be able to furnish 
them earlier than the tenth of next month, the troops 
must be subsisted on the seven shillings and six-pence per 
week, allowed for that purpose, in the instructions for in- 
listing men. 

The Captains of Independent companies, agreeable to a 
resolve of the last Convention, are to provide houses for 
their respective companies, and such sums of money are 
to be advanced out of the Treasury of that Shore where 
their company may be stationed, by permission of the 
Council of Safety, as may be necessary for the purpose. 
Captain Gunby will, therefore, provide houses for his men 
upon the best terms he can, and advise us thereof, that we 
may give him an order for the money on the Eastern- Shore 
Treasurer, if it should be necessary to advance any; but, as 
it will be expedient, the station of that company should be 
first ascertained, and, as we are not so well acquainted with 
your County as to determine satisfactorily to ourselves, and 
most advantageously to you, upon a particular place where 
it might reasonably be expected their troops would render 
the greatest service, so we should be glad if the Com- 
mittee of Observation would take the matter into considera- 
tion, and give us their sentiments upon it; and as, in all 
probability, we shall approve of the station recommended 
by them, we would have the Captaiu engage proper and 
necessary houses there immediately, as bedding is an ex- 
treme scarce article. Where we have had an opportunity, 
we have desired the Captains of the several companies, to 
endeavour to furnish their men with new blankets ; but, 
where they were not to be had, with such as could be got 
in the neighborhood, though a little worn, upon reasonable 
terms; they were not to exceed fifteen shillings, or the others 
twelve shillings and six pence. If Captain Gunby's men 
are yet unprovided, we would have him adopt that method, 
as the best, under our circumstances, and will answer his 
drafts for them. 

It is very ambiguous from any thing that appears in the 
proceedings of the Convention, who are to find fuel for the 
troops; and, as we conceive, the Captains, respectively, 
can most advantageously provide that necessary article, so 
we request Captain Gunby will take the direction of that 
matter for his company, and occasionally advise us of the 
expense, that it may be properly defrayed. 

We have confidence in your recommendation of Mr. 
James Geoghagen, and, therefore, shall be obliged to him 
to supply the company with provision, until the contractor 
(to whose notice we will recommend him) can do it. 

We are, &c. 

To Gustavus Scott. 



SAMUEL PURVIANCE, JR. TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Baltimore, February 17, 1776. 

Gentlemen : In pursuance of your orders, to mount 
the cannon, fit for use, at this place, we have engaged a 
number of workmen in making wheels and carriages for 
the purpose, it being the general opinion of all who have 
a knowledge of such matters, that it is best to mount them 
as field-pieces, which purpose the guns now here will be 
very suitable for us ; they are all light, say two, three and 
four-pounders, to the amount of twenty pieces, besides six 
of nine-pounder?, and two of twelve-pounders, belonging 
to Captain Stone. We had the whole of the guns exa- 
mined by Mr, George Mathews, who has pronounced them 
good. The Committee have directed me to apply to you 
for orders, to provide a parcel of shot, suitable to the 
guns. 

Mr. Daniel Hughes is very anxious to have some per- 
son appointed, to go to Antietam, to prove the guns which 
his brother has cast. I apprehend Captain Fulford is the 
best qualified to do it, of any person here; it may be of 
Consequence how soon it is done, as those, if they stand 
proof, might be speedily got down here. 

We have about fifty hands at work, on a battery, since 
Tuesday, at Whetstone, and near two hundred more em- 



ployed in providing timber, logs, smiths' work, &c, for 
the boom. 1 hope we shall have part of our battery ready 
to mount some guns before the end of next week. 

Mr. Alexander writes me that Mr. Morris had promised 
our Delegates part of some powder, which was arrived at 
Philadelphia, and which they would immediately forward 
to this town. 

I am, with much respect, gentlemen, your most humble 

' Samuel Purviance, Jr. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety, of Maryland. 



JAMES LLOYD CHAMBERLINE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF 
SAFETY. 
Talbot County, February 17, 1776. 

Gentlemen: I am requested to enclose you the com- 
mission granted to Mr. IViUiam Goldsborough, who, to 
gratify his parents, has declined the acceptance thereof. 

We made an appointment, in Convention, of Perry Ben- 
son, to be Ensign in the Heart-of-Oak Company, to sup- 
ply the place of their officer, who had been promoted, on a 
supposition that he stood next in the line for preferment ; 
in this we were mistaken, and find that the commission 
should have been made out to Henry Colston, their first 
Sergeant, whose appointment will give general satisfaction 
to the company, and enclose you that commission, in hopes 
they may be indulged in the alteration. 

I am, respectfully, gentlemen, your very obedient, hum- 
ble servant, T T ,, 

James Lloyd Chamberline. 

To the Honourable the President of the Council of Safe- 
ty, of Maryland. 



questions and answers. 

Philadelphia, February 17, 1776. 
Is the stoppage of our exports to Great Britain and its 
Dependancies a political measure? 

They who assert that the measures are impolitick, ar^ue 
thus : It is the interest of every country to export its pro- 
duce, and to import as little as possible of the luxuries and 
manufactures of other countries ; the former enriches, the 
latter impoverishes the inhabitants of a country thus ex- 
porting and importing ; abstain, say they, from the vani- 
ties and luxuries with which England used to supply us, 
and draw the cash of England, by continuing to carry out 
the product of our labour and industry. 

This is specious, not solid reasoning. The exports from 
this Continent to Great Britain consist chiefly of rou"h 
materials, or of such luxuries, which, by being reshipped 
from the ports of Great Britain, enable its merchants to 
traffick with foreign nations to great advantage, and to pay 
a balance, by an exchange of commodities, that must other- 
wise be discharged in bullion. A stoppage of our exports 
must, therefore, very sensibly affect the trade of Great 
Britain to the rest of Europe; and we have reason to con- 
clude, that if such stoppage should subsist for any length 
of time, the European trade, which England now drives 
on, would be so much impaired, as to put the balance 
against her with every European nation. It is, therefore, 
good policy to withhold our exports from Great Britain, 
Ireland, and the British JVest-India Islands. 

But, under a total stoppage of our trade, is it possible to 
support this civil war for any length of time, for three or 
four years for instance ? 

It is very difficult to determine what enthusiasm, indig- 
nation, and the love of one's country, may not accomplish. 
We have read of nations stimulated by those passions, 
though destitute of foreign and internal resources, havinf 
made incredible efforts to preserve their freedom ; witness 
the Saguntines and the Carthagenians in the last Punick 
war. It may be doubted whether these Colonies, if thus 
reduced, would imitate so glorious an example. Carthage 
and Saguntum were single cities ; their destruction was 
irrevocably fixed, and death or slavery, the only choice of 
citizens resolved to die or remain free ; an implacable and 
hated enemy surrounded their walls; one common fate, 
mutual sufferings, and indignation, inspired them with a 
courage, heightened by despair, which the perseverance 
and conduct of Hannibal, and Roman valour could scarce 
surmount. The instances are not similar, why then expect 
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similar efforts? Without trade, there seem to be but two 
ways to support the war: emitting paper money, and bor- 
rowing, on interest, part of that money so emitted ; for, once 
destroy the credit of your currency, and you render it mere 
waste paper. Its value depends on its credit, and its cre- 
dit on. the opinion which people at large entertain of our 
ability to exchange it hereafter for gold and silver. Sup- 
pose, for instance, the Continent should emit one hundred 
millions, who could seriously imagine such a sum would 
ever be paid off in gold and silver? It follows then, of 
course, that we are limited in our emissions, because our 
faculties to redeem those emissions are limited. 

To what amount may we emit? 

No man, perhaps, can solve this question ; the person 
who should even presume to guess, must have a thorough 
knowledge of these Colonies ; he must be well acquainted 
with the number of their people, their inclinations, arts, 
and industry, the product of our soil, its capability of im- 
provement, the fisheries, trade, and manufactories which 
may be established and successfully carried on. The ex- 
tent of these emissions will depend, too, in a great degree, 
on the events of the war. A merchant who prospers in 
trade, may obtain credit to almost any amount ; his credit 
may exceed, by several hundred thousands, his real capital. 

Suppose six_ millions currency emitted; what part of 
this emission might be borrowed on interest, and on what 
interest ? 

Where the risk is great, the interest must be high ; where 
the circumstances of the borrower are conceived to be des- 
perate, he will not be able to borrow, or must give an ex- 
travagant premium. The possibility, then, of borrowing, 
and the rate of interest, will depend on our good or bad 
success. If six millions were to be emitted, and our affairs 
should prosper, perhaps two millions five hundred thousand 
might be borrowed by the Congress at six per cent, inte- 
rest. That sum would but barely answer the charge of 
one campaign ; of future expenses, however, a good judg- 
ment may be formed from the past. It certainly will not 
be good policy to rely altogether on the above ways and 
means of raising money to carry on the war: they will only 
be found to answer in case of success. If we should have 
no other resources, the knowledge of this very circum- 
stance may encourage our enemy to protract the war. The 
quit-rents, heretofore paid to the Crown, may be applied to 
the publick use; but, besides the inability of the people to 
pay these quit-rents, when deprived of the means of pay- 
ment, they will go but a little way towards the support of 
the war. 

How long is it expected that these Colonies can sit easy 
under a total stagnation of external commerce, and the 
almost entire stoppage of the courts of justice? 

This situation is surely too constrained to admit of any 
considerable duration ; the feelings of our people and our exi- 
gencies point out the necessity of opening a trade to foreign 
nations. To protect our trade, a marine is wanting. To 
form one during this war, adequate to the purpose, seems 
impracticable. We must make it the interest of foreigners 
to take this burden on themselves; a declaration of inde- 
pendence might, possibly, tempt France and Spain to run 
the risk of a war with England, provided those powers 
could be assured of our remaining independent ; they 
would, no doubt, be willing to guarantee our independence, 
but they may apprehend, and not without good grounds, 
that their taking a too early part with us in the war would 
induce Great Britain to make peace with the Colonies. 
It may, therefore, be the policy of France and Spain not 
to appear forward and desirous of intermeddling ; to suffer 
the war to continue, that the contending parties, exaspe- 
rated by mutual injuries, may not again coalesce ; secretly 
to countenance their subjects' commerce with these Colo- 
nies, and, perhaps, to assist them with money, arms, and 
ammunition. Should the British Government direct the 
war to be prosecuted in the manner it has been, and should 
every Colony, in turn, experience such horrid ravages, the 
resentment and indignation occasioned thereby may totally 
alienate the minds of the Colonists, and wean them from 
that affection which heretofore bound them to Great Bri- 
tain; the force of habit will wear off ; the remembrance of 
past benefits will be obliterated by recent wrongs, and the 
sweets of independence once enjoyed, will effectually pre- 
clude a subsequent dependance on Great Britain. 

Fourth Semes. — Vol. it. 74 



Will not the mischiefs of independence overbalance the 
benefits ? 

To determine this question, both must be stated, and 
dispassionately considered, to form a true judgment. The 
evils apprehended from independence may be reduced to 
these three: civil dissensions; the establishment of tyran- 
ny, as a certain consequence ; and the great expense of 
fleets and armies to maintain that independence. As a 
Federal Union of these Colonies will probably ensue, should 
they separate from Great Britain, it may be presumed^ 
that the utmost precaution will be used in drawing the arti- 
cles of the Union ; and, in the formation and settlement of 
this new Government, every security which human fore- 
sight can suggest will be taken for the preservation of the 
liberties, privileges, and independency of each Colony, and 
the protection of all. Dissensions can spring only from 
the ambition of the more powerful Colonies, or from a con- 
trariety of interests. What probability is there that two or 
three Colonies will unite to subdue the rest? Is it "not 
more probable, should any Colony or Colonies break the 
Union, and from the ambitious project of conquering the 
others, that these will immediately unite against the infrin- 
gers of the publick faith ? Foreign assistance would not 
be wanting to support the weaker confederacy, and this 
consideration alone would deter the stronger from the at- 
tempt. 

If ambition should not occasion a civil war, a difference 
of interests and religion may; the interests of these Colo- 
nies are as different as their religious tenets. 

This hath often been said, but remains to be proved. 
Some disputes may arise concerning trade, duties, customs, 
and impositions on merchandise, or about the limits and 
boundaries of contiguous Provinces; these disputes must 
be adjusted and finally settled by the Great Council, or 
States-General of the United Colonies. Such partial con- 
troversies will, for many years at least, give way to the 
publick safety, which would be 'endangered by sufferin" 
them to grow to too great a pitch ; the common enemy 
might take advantage of such civil discord, and reduce all 
the Colonies under one yoke. In this tolerating age we 
have no great cause to apprehend a religious war ; the 
spirit of religious persecution is wearing off in all the civi- 
lized nations of Europe, and will still decrease as they be- 
come more enlightened and refined. Can we, then, ration- 
ally suppose that these Colonies, hitherto eminently distin- 
guished for toleration, and whose Union will be founded on 
that humane and politick principle, will, from a frantiek 
zeal for religion, plunge themselves into the complicated 
miseries of a civil and religious war? If neither the am- 
bition of some Colonies, nor a difference of interests, nor 
religious rancour, are likely to produce a civil war, it follows 
of course, that the establishment of tyranny (the second 
evil) is extremely improbable and remote. 

But, to preserve our independence, will not a strong fleet 
and army be necessary ? Neither can be supported with- 
out a great expense, and standing armies are dangerous 
to liberty, besides being burdensome to those who pay 
them. 

When these Colonies enjoy an unfettered trade, the pro- 
fits of it will enable thern to equip and maintain a naval 
force sufficient to guard their coasts and commerce, and 
this fleet will render a standing Army unnecessary; a well 
regulated Militia will answer all the purposes of self-de- 
fence, and of a wise and just Government. The expense, 
therefore, of a regular standing Army may be saved with- 
out exposing ourselves to danger from a foreign enemy, and 
the Militia will be able to suppress any internal commo- 
tions, excited by factious and discontented men. 

What will be the probable benefits of independence? 

A free and unlimited trade ; a great accession of wealth, 
and a proportionable rise in the value of land ; the esta- 
blishment, gradual improvement, and perfection of manu- 
factures and science ; a vast influx of foreigners, encour- 
aged by the mildness of a free, equal, and tolerating Go- 
vernment to leave their native countries, and settle !n these 
Colonies ; an astonishing increase of our people from the 
present stock. Where encouragement is given to indus- 
try; where liberty and property are well secured ; where 
the poor may easily find subsistence, and the middling rank 
comfortably support their families by labour, (here the in- 
habitants must increase rapidly. To some of these causeswo 
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owe the doubling of our numbers in somewhat more than 
twenty-five years. If such hath been the progress of po- 
pulation under the former restraints on our trade and manu- 
factures, a population still more rapid may be reasonably 
expected when these restraints come to be taken off. 

Should France and Spain, either from inability to con- 
tend with Great Britain, or governed by weak, irresolute, 
or. corrupted counsels, or influenced by the dangerous pre- 
cedent of countenancing subjects in arms against their So- 
vereign, refuse to enter into any treaty or alliance with 
these Colonies, and prohibit their subjects from trading 
.with, them, could the Colonies, by their own strength 
and internal resources, maintain the war for five or six. 
years ? 

It is not at all probable that this war can last so long. 
If the first efforts of the British Government should prove 
unsuccessful, the decay of trade, and the consequent dis- 
tress and ruin brought on the manufacturers and merchants 
of Great Britain, will occasion great divisions in the na- 
tion, perhaps a revolution ; such factions and tumults would 
certainly prevent a full exertion of the British nation's 
strength. Should the war be protracted to three years, 
even after that space of time, its operations will become 
languid and feeble ; a smaller force may then be opposed 
to the enemy, and as we diminish our land army, we may 
augment our navy; in the Winter we may force, at least a 
clandestine trade with foreigners, in spite of the British 
marine ; during the war manufactories may be set on foot, 
and promoted by the respective Legislatures of the several 
Colonies ; we shall be able in eighteen or twenty months 
to make within ourselves gunpowder, cannon, fire-arms, 
and all the implements of war; the establishment of such 
manufactories will find employment for the poor, and be 
a prodigious saving to the country; a strict economy may 
lessen our expenses in other particulars; the pay of the 
Army may, perhaps, hereafter be reduced, and a well disci- 
plined Militia, under proper regulations, might put us in a 
condition to disband a considerable part of our regular 
forces. Should the Colonists conduct the war with pru- 
dence and success, loans of money may, perhaps, be nego- 
tiated among foreigners, and even in England, on easy 
terms ; a contraband trade will enrich some of our mer- 
chants, and bring in gold and silver; the procurement of 
those precious metals is an object of the utmost conse- 
quence: a certain proportion will be requisite to give credit 
to our paper currency. Our country abounds with all the 
necessaries of life ; we have iron, copper, and lead mines, 
and we already make iron in quantities equal to our con- 
sumption, and the increasing demand. Men, convinced of 
the justice of their cause, animated with the love of liberty 
and fighting in defence of it, are capable of incredible 
efforts ; conduct, valour, virtue, and perseverance combin- 
ed, are irresistible ; necessity may require the full exertion 
of all these, but the skilful politician would not wish to see 
the patriotism of his countrymen put to a severe trial. 

Suppose the war to continue six years, and that it will 
cost us three millions per annum. If victory, at the end 
of that period, should effect and secure our independence, 
eighteen millions will not, perhaps, on reflection, be thought 
any such mighty encumbrance. An unconfined trade will 
open new sources of treasure; domestick will supply the 
place of foreign manufactures, and prevent a very great 
drain of our wealth ; foreign luxuries may be subject to 
high duties ; the burden too, as it will be divided among 
a greater number, will fall the lighter on the rising gene- 
ration ; six millions of people will probably discharge the 
debt contracted by three; the vacant and ungranted land 
may be made a fund for paying off part of this debt, by 
appropriating the purchase money and the reserved quit- 
rents to that purpose. The pernicious consequences of a 
heavy national debt, so fatal to Great Britain, should teach 
the Coloniesvvisdom, and induce them to get rid of the load 
as quickly as possible. It is not the interest of states, more 
than of individuals, to be indebted ; but as individuals, on 
some occasions, may contract debts with a view to future 
gain, so states may prudently, in particular emergencies, 
anticipate their revenues by borrowing present capitals on 
the credit of future interests, that the abilities of several years 
may be cast into one. We cannot pay too great a price for 
liberty, and posterity will think indepen dnce a cheap pur- 
chase at eighteen millions. 



COLONEL WAYNE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Chester, February 17, 1776. 

Sir: In obedience to the resolve of Congress, of the 
12th instant, I have caused a return of my battalion to be 
made, which is herein enclosed, amounting in the whole to 
five hundred and sixty, officers included, now in Chester 
and Marcus Hook ; ten commissioned officers are absent 
with their recruits, what number, 1 cannot determine, but 
apprehend the battalion must be complete. 

I must beg leave to mention that they are in want of 
almost every necessary, and 1 am doubtful there is not that 
industry used, which is essentially necessary for procuring 
the same. I beg that the gentlemen appointed for that 
purpose may be urged to take the most speedy means to 
supply our people with their proper uniforms, &c, &tc. 

Interim, I am, with true regard, your most obedient, hum- 
ble servant, . T , 7 

' Anthony Wayne. 

To Colonel John Hancock, President of Congress. 



A Return of the Fourth Battalion of Pennsylvania 
Regulars, whereof Anthony Wayne, Esq., is Colonel, 
Chester, February 17, 1776. 
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Thomas Robinson. 

Thomas Church... 
Frederick Vernon. 
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Wanted to complete the establishment, one Chaplain, 
and one Surgeon's Mate. 

N. B. Captain Taylor not yet arrived with hiscDtnpany, 
included in the above. All the officers marked on recruiting, 
are not yet arrived, nor any return made of the number of 
the recruits by them inlisted. As to their appointment, it 
is like that of most all new-raised troops, in want of every 
article, except about twelve rifles and twenty muskets, 
without bayonets. Michael Ryan, Adjutant. "' 



MEMORIAL OF JOHN FRASER TO THE CONGRESS. 

[Read February, 1776.] 

On my arrival at Albany, from Canada, I waited on Ge- 
neral Schuyler, to know whether any, or what charge, 
was sent against me. On General Schtiyler's informing 
me that Brigadier fVooster had mentioned no particular 
charge, I then exposed to him the treatment I had met 
with, the reasons, and the letters that had passed between 
me and Brigadier fVooster. General Schuyler desired a 
written account, which, he said, he would send to the Con- 



1173 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, Sic, FEBRUARY, 1776. 



IIT4 



gress, and, in compliance with his desire, he received what 
follows : 

" Albany, February 4, 1776. 

"Sir: You will receive, herewith, copies of letters that 
passed between Brigadier Woosier and me. To explain 
them, and to give, at the same time, some idea of the treat- 
ment I have met with, I must go as far back as the taking 
of the vessels near the river Sorrel, in the river St. Law- 
rence. I was on board, but, being only a passenger, and 
riot belonging either to the troops on board or to the King's 
ship, I was at liberty, (likewise several other passengers,) 
by an express article in Brigadier-General Prescott's treaty 
of surrender, to return to my family in Montreal, unmo- 
lested. Twenty-four hours, however, after my arrival, I 
received from Brigadier-General Montgomery the letter 
that follows : 

" Montreal, November 23. 

" Sir : The very great uneasiness expressed by the 
friends of the United Colonies at your residence in this 
town, lays me under the necessity of requiring you to re- 
move to some village on the other side of St. Lawrence- 
River. The choice I shall leave to yourself, requesting 
only that you will not remove from it without acquainting 
me, and that you will be so circumspect in your conduct 
as not to_ excite suspicion. 

" I am exceedingly concerned that the peculiar delicacy 
of my situation obliges me to lay you under this restraint ; 
but your having been under arms in Colonel Allen's affair, 
and your great influence among those who are esteemed 
inimical to the measures of Congress, together with the 
jealousy entertained of you by our friends, make this step 
indispensably necessary. 

" I hope you will not distress me by any application not 
in my power to comply with at present. It is with regret 
I give you this uneasiness. 

" I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

" Richard Montgomery. 
" To the Honourable John Fraser, Esq." 

This I might have complained of, being in direct oppo- 
sition to a positive article of the capitulation. However, 1 
had so little desire of remaining in town, that I only ac- 
quainted General Montgomery that 1 had a farm, five miles 
from town, where I had all the necessary conveniences for 
myself and family; on which he sent the next lines: 

" Montreal, November 23. 

"Sir: I must request the favour of you to remove to 
the other side of the river. 1 did imagine you would not 
have had any objections to your father-in-law's house, at 
Longueil, and have made that your place of residence. 
I hope, sir, you will be as expeditious as is compatible with 
your convenience. 

" I have the honour to be your most obedient servant, 

" Richard Montgomery. 
" To the Honourable John Fraser, Esq." 

I immediately crossed the river, leaving my family be- 
hind. I had not been above eight days in my new quar- 
ters, with Mr. Dechamliault, my father-in-law, when we 
had a visit from an officer and a great number of armed 
men, about eleven at night. He took us from our house, 
with our papers, to a tavern at some distance, where we 
found Colonel Ritzema, who informed us that Brigadier 
Wooster, who then commanded at Montreal, had received 
some information that some plot was hatching against the 
Continental troops, and that some powder, arms, &ic, lay 
concealed at Mr. Dechambanlt's house. The house, there- 
fore, was searched, up and down; nothing was found; in- 
deed, Colonel Ritzema and the other officers seemed soon 
convinced that they had had a false alarm, and had been 
in too great a hurry. We were allowed to return home. 
Some other gentlemen had a visit from the same party, be- 
tween one and two of the morning, with as little cause. 
Colonel Ritzema, on viewing his orders next day, told me 
that he found they were positive to send me to Chambly, 
but that he would take it on himself to leave me where I 
was, till further orders. In about ten days after, without 
any application from me, I received a letter from the act- 
inn Town-Major of Montreal, in Brigadier Woostcr's name, 
that I was at liberty to return to the town, whenever 
I pleased. I returned, and, before I saw my family, I 
called on Brigadier Wooster. At parting, he told me he 



would be glad to see me again, on business. I called two 
days after. Brigadier Wooster then observed, among many 
other things, that he knew that many friends of constitu- 
tional liberty in Montreal had been ill used, from deposi- 
tions, bonds, &c, and that, therefore, he now demanded 
these instruments. I replied, I was sorry to hear him 
make a requisition that, in my opinion, I could not comply 
with. Some time was then spent in altercation. I at last 
observed that I answered the proposition in general ; per- 
haps, would he come to particulars, we would sooner 
agree; in short, what papers did he want? That I only 
then recollected a sort of bond, that a Mr. Haywood had 
given, but that it was of such a nature as to be now can- 
celled of itself; therefore, that I would send to him that 
sort of instrument, from this reason only, that I looked on, 
it as of no further use. However, on second thought, after 
I got home, I thought it was not worth while sending, 
especially as it might be a sort of precedent for further 
demands; and I then wrote the following letter: 

"Montreal, December 14, 1775. 

"Sir: The sort of recognisance that Mr. Haywood en- 
tered into, with sureties, I have just found, and I am now 
more convinced than before that it is of no further use. It 
is the only instance of the kind that occurred before me. 
There was no information laid against him ; therefore, no 
charge : and, if I took bail for him, it was because he came 
to offer it himself. From the nature of it, it is now at an 
end, as his bail could only be bound for him while the Go- 
vernour's authority continued here entire; the condition 
being that he should not depart from hence without the 
Governour's leave, and that he would behave himself true 
and faithful to the same cause. For the above reasons, I 
did not scruple to say that I would send to you the said 
instrument, but I do not now really think that it is worth 
sending, and I hope you will excuse me in withdrawing 
my promise. If the bail desire it, I will satisfy them, at 
any time, that their obligations are at an end. 1 now re- 
collect that some other papers may be under my care, but 
they are of a different nature from the aforementioned, and 
they have been early taken care of. In my opinion, I can- 
not, and I will not, on any account, deliver them, nor any 
paper of any transaction prior to the capitulation of Mon- 
treal. Since then, I will always be ready to account for 
my conduct, but not for any thing done before. This re- 
solution I have taken, from a conviction that I cannot act 
otherwise with any propriety, which will ever be the rule 
of my conduct. 

" I am, sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 

"John Fraser. 
" To Brigadier-General Wooster." 

This letter produced, next evening, the following answer: 

"Head-Quarters, Montreal, December 18, 1775. 

"Sir: Your breach of promise, and insolent letter to 
me yesterday, justly merit a set of iron ornaments, which 
you and your associates have very lately been so fond of 
bestowing on the friends of constitutional liberty; but, as I 
disdain to follow your inhuman and infamous example, I 
shall only, order, and I do hereby order and direct you, on 
the receipt hereof, to repair to the fort at Chambly, under 
such an escort as I shall direct, and there to remain, in 
close abode, till further orders from, sir, your humble ser- 
vant, „ r, w 

' " David Wooster, 

" Brigadier-General, Commanding at Montreal. 
" To John Fraser, Esq." 

Mr. Nicolson, as Town-Major, had scarcely delivered to 
me the above letter, when Mr. Fleming appeared at the 
door, with a party from the guard, and had sentries placed 
in my house, at front and hack doors, with orders to let 
nobody in our out, servants excepted. Next day, I was 
taken across the river St. Lawrence, to the Fort of Cham- 
bly, confined to the fort, where I got such a hole for my 
apartment as not to be able to make use of my own bed- 
stead. There I remained during five weeks, till I was 
ordered, with other gentlemen, for this place. These are 
the facts antecedent and subsequent to the letters. The 
letters will speak for themselves. I will make no observa- 
tions. I cannot, however, help saying that the most sa- 
vage have a tender regard and respect for women. Mrs. 
Fraser was.. very 'near lying in, which Brigadier Wooster 
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well knew; therefore, placing sentries within my house 
SO abruptly must be deemed rather cruel. 

The papers that Brigadier Wooster vvanted are of no 
consequence, yet they were a trust in me reposed, long 
before the capitulation. He had no right to demand them, 
and 1 Could not with propriety give them. At any rate, 
I_must be supposed to have acted from principle. Had I 
considered my own peace only, I might have expected to 
have better attained that by giving up the papers ; but my 
rule of conduct is to endeavour to distinguish right from 
wrong, and to do what is right, be the consequence what 
it may. Exclusive of sentries in my house, under the 
circumstances, my being taken from my family, and sent 
across the river, at the worst lime, my close confinement in 
the fort for five weeks, I beg the letter from Brigadier 
Wooster ; may be attended to, and let then the cause of 
such treatment be weighed. 

Although it removed me further from my family, yet it 
was with pleasure that I found myself ordered for this 
place, as the constant report we had in Canada from the 
gentlemen who had been sent here was that the greatest 
politeness was uniformly kept up towards them. I have 
no doubt about the opinion you will entertain of my usage, 
and I have only to beg the favour you will lay the whole 
before, the Congress. I am confident they will consider 
such treatment as it deserves, and will apply the proper 
remedy. I am really sorry to encroach so much on your 
time. I have endeavoured to be as short as possible, with- 
out omitting any thing material. I will now conclude, and 

1 remain, sir, yours, &c, , r, 

" ' J ' ' John Eraser. 

To Major-General Schuyler, Continental Forces. 



ARREST OF MR. WALKER, OF MONTREAL. 

Province o/"Quebeck, ss: 

Declaration, upon oath, made before David Wooster, 
Esq., Brigadier-General, and Commander-in-Chief of 
the Continental Army in Canada, &fc, fyc, by Bap- 
tist Belair, Captain of Militia in the Parish of As- 
sumption, viz: 

That, being at Montreal, with the Assumption Militia, 
Monsieur Lanaudiere, Jun., proposed to me to go with the 
Militia to Assumption, to take Mr. Walker prisoner, at his 
country-house, by order of General Carleton. This was 
at Monsieur St. Ours's house, where he sent for me ; and, 
in consequence, I required a written order, and he sent me 
immediately away to the Barracks, it being then about 
half-past eight in the evening. Brigadier-General Prescott 
came to the Barracks, and there delivered me an order, in 
writing, from General Carleton, and, at the same lime, de- 
livered me a sack, in which was pitch and oakum, saying, 
in case there is any resistance, and it should he obstinate, 
you must set fire to the house ; it is Mr. Carleton's orders. 
We set off immediately, by water, to St. Sulpice, and, 
leaving our batte.au there, we took the road to Assumption, 
where we arrived about two o'clock in the morning, with 
about twenty of the King's soldiers, and twelve Canadians; 
and that the deponent staid on the other side the river, 
having never passed the bridge. 

Brutere De Belair. 

Head-Quarters at Montreal. — Sworn before we, this 
17th day of February, 1776. 

David Wooster, Brigadier-General. 

Gut Carletox, Coocrnour of the Province o/"Qoebeck, 

The Sieur Belair, Captain of Militia in the Parish of 
Assumptioii, is hereby commanded to go from this city, 
with the military that shall be ordered with him, in my 
name, under the command of Lieutenant McDonnell, of 
the Royal Regiment of Emigrants, to take, at Assumption, 
and seize upon, the person of Thomas Walker, accused of 
high-treason, and him safely convey into this city, under a 
good and safe guard. 

I order and command all the King's good subjects to aid 
and assist the said Sieur Belair in the execution of the 
present order, upon pain of disobedience. 

Given at Montreal, the 4lh day of October, 1775. 

Guy Carleton. 



MR. WALKER S STATEMENT. 

Thomas Walker, of Montreal, in the Province of Que- 
beck, merchant, upon oath, testifieth and saith : That, be- 
ing at his own house, in the Parish of Assumption, on the 
5th of October last past, it was surrounded, about two or 
three o'clock in the morning, by a party of armed men, 
viz: a detachment of about twenty soldiers, commanded 
by Lieutenant John McDonnell, of the Royal Emigrants, 
together with seven Captains of Militia, and several other 
Canadians, who began the attack by firing a musket-shot, 
and then, without calling to this deponent, immediately 
proceeded to break open his doors with axes, &c, which 
they effected so suddenly that he had but just time to slip 
on his coat and waistcoat, and put his pistols in his pockets, 
in order to retreat, with a short rifle-gun in his hand, into 
the garret, where his wife had fled, in her shift, but a mo- 
ment before, this deponent being determined to defend the 
stair-head to the last extremity. As soon as the soldiers 
entered the house, they lighted a candle, and instantly 
searched the bed-chamber, which this deponent and his 
wife had just quitted, and then, in order to have light in 
the other apartments, they set fire at the foot of the Starrs 
to some oakum, mixed with pitch or rosin, and immedi- 
ately a number of them, armed with muskets and fixed 
bayonets, rushed into the room which, was overlooked by 
this deponent from the top of the stairs, setting up the In- 
dian yell. The deponent, hearing this, and observing their 
actions, made not the least doubt that irwas Colonel John- 
son's parly of Mohawk Indians, sent down to murder 
him and his family, as had been oltentimes threatened ; 
whereupon, he fired his rifle-gun among the thickest of 
them, and in a moment afterwards made another shot from 
a double- pistol, but, before he could discharge the other, 
they had all quitted the room, with great precipitation and 
dismay. An officer and Grenadier having been dangerously 
wounded by those different shots, the rest retired for some 
time, to bind up their wounds, and to plunder the other 
part of the house. They then returned, and began a ge- 
neral fire of muskets all around the house, which they kept 
up briskly for a long time, calling out to this deponent tq 
come out and surrender himself; but, finding that they 
could make no impression, and not daring to enter the same 
room again, whence they had been driven, tljey proposed 
to uncover the roof of the house, in order, to get at the de- 
ponent, but dropped the design, it is presumed for the same 
reason. Therefore, the commanding officer called out to his 
party to set fire to the four corners of the house, which or- 
ders were repeated several times by Sergeant David McFall, 
and which they executed soon after. This the deponent 
perceiving at the window, and being terrified therewith, 
and imagining that a torch, lifted up at the end of a pole, 
had been a man upon a ladder setting fire to the roof, dis- 
charged a pistol from the window, which, it is said, shot a 
Captain of Militia through the chin .with a, , buckshot. 
Thereupon, they began a second attack, firing all around 
the house for a considerable time, til) they had expended 
three or four hundred musket-shots. 

When the flames had increased to a great head they left 
off firing and fell to plundering the house ; which being 
from the ground-floor, built of wood, burnt now with great 
violence : and this deponent finding no succour come from 
the neighbours, who, by this time, were all on foot at the 
village, and for many miles round the country, remaining 
at a distance quiet spectators of the dismal scene, as he has 
since learned, and Mrs. Walker crying aloud several times, 
" we shall both be burnt to death 1" the terrour of which 
made her, in despair, beg this deponent would shoot her; 
and she, having been almost suffocated in an attempt to go 
down the stairs, he laid down his arms and carried her to 
the garret window farthest from the fire, where she called 
out for quarters, and begged for mercy to the soldiers be- 
low, at the same time getting out of the Window, with her 
face to the wall, she hung by her hands, supported by the 
deponent, under both her arms, till a soldier, named Cox, 
brought a ladder, by which she got down, being much 
scratched and bruised. The soldiers at the same time see- 
ing this deponent, called out to him, and promised him 
good usage if he would surrender. He seeing the floor 
burning under his feet, and no further defence to be made, 
or possibility of escape, after a resistance of more th;in three 
hours, surrendered himself, and was instantly seized by six 
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men, some of whom handled him very roughly. Lieute- 
nant McDonnell came up to him, wilh his arm in a sling, 
and at first offered to strike him with his fist, and then at- 
tempted to draw a pistol out of his belt to shoot him, but 
was prevented from doing him any hurt by Sergeant McFall, 
to whom he had at. first surrendered himself; then the pock- 
ets of the deponent were searched and rifled, and a loaded 
pistol, among other things, taken out of them. 

In the mean while the deponent's cellars (being an out- 
building) were broke open and pillaged, and the heads of 
several hogsheads were staved in, and others had forced 
open the pot-ash works, and brought out three negroes, 
with divers kinds of plunder; during all which the depo- 
nent and his wife were kept standing in the mud, with 
naked feet, to behold their house and goodi burned and 
plundered, trunks opened, and pieces of goods from the 
store divided among them, whilst neither himself nor his 
wife were allowed any clothes to cover or defend them 
from .the co|d. At length Sergeant David McFall took off 
his blanket-coat and put it upon Mrs. Walker, whilst the de- 
ponent wrapped himself round with a coverlid which he had 
hastily snatched up. Thus equipped, they were marched 
to the end of the road leading to St. Sulpice, where a cart 
was pressed, and they were carried therein to a batteau 
lying in the river St. Laurence, a league from his house, 
being guarded all along the road by this parly of twenty 
soldiers, and flanked in the woods by the Canadians, with 
his three negroes on foot, part of the plunder and the wound- 
ed Grenadiers in one of the deponent's carriages. Several 
armed batteaus were sent down from Montreal to give us the 
meeting, commanded by Lieutenant Leslie; and when we 
arrived at the Landing, opposite the barracks, General Pres- 
colt, in great wrath, came down upon the beach, and com- 
manded the prisoners to be brought forth ; all the troops 
were marched, put of the gate, and formed in two divisions, 
and the deponent enclosed in the centre, where he ordered 
him to be pinioned, and then, marching into the barrack 
square, he spoke these words : " You are a traitor and a vil- 
lain, you scoundrel, to betray your country; but the laws 
of your country have overtaken you at last ; you shall have 
the justice of this country : for, to you, you villain, is owing 
the loss of all the blood of those brave men that has been, 
or shall be spilled at St. John's, or in other parts of Ca- 
nada." To which this deponent replied : " T perceive that 
you know very little of my real character ; but pray, who are 
you, sir, that treats me thus unworthily, for I have not the 
honour to know you ?" not having seen him before. "What 
do you think of last night's work," continued he ; " and 
of that brave man in the boat, which you have so despe- 
rately wounded?" "I think, sir, that it was a very poor ex- 
ploit, to send fifty men on purpose to murder one, and burn 
his house, whilst he and his family were asleep in their beds." 
He replied, by calling to the Provost-Marshal and the smith, 
to put the deponent in irons, which were much heavier 
than ordinary, being made by the particular orders of Ma- 
jor Hughes, who, also, gave the dimensions, as the smith 
has since informed this deponent ; and whilst he was put- 
ting them on, General Prescott called out to him, to rivet 
them well, (in doing which, he jarred the bones of the de- 
ponent's legs, so as to give him inexpressible pain,) and 
then, with a loud voice, cried out, " Your crime is high trea- 
son and rebellion ; and," added he, " give that poor unhappy 
man a stray bed and a blanket in Number four, in the bar- 
racks, and keep sentries over him, that nobody speaks to 
him but the Town-Major, (Mr. Hughes,) unless before the 
Sergeant of the Guard." 

There this deponent lay, confined and alone, in irons, for 
thirty-three days and nights, without fire or candle for a 
Ion" while, or the consolation of a friend, at any time, 
Mrs. Walker being absolutely forbid to see him, and, for 
many days, made a prisoner in her own house, with sis sen- 
tries round about it, and the persons who came and went 
to and from the barracks, with victuals, were searched for 
letters, he. 

At length, St. John's being taken, this deponent was car- 
ried by soldiers, in a weak and low condition, and in pre- 
sence of Captain Anstruthcr and Mr. Hughes, under pre- 
tence of going to General Prescott's room, in a very rainy 
day, to a boat, which conveyed him on board an armed 
schooner in the service of Government, commanded by 
Captain Lisote, who had the humanity to order his irons 



to be knocked off, placing a sentry at the cabin-door with a 
drawn sword, and orders not to let the prisoner receive or 
send any letters, papers, or messages, without examination 
and leave of the Lieutenant. It seems, notwithstanding 
these precautions, that the Generals were offended at Cap- 
lain Lisote for having freed from fetters this deponent, 
without positive orders from them ; and told him that he 
must answer for his prisoner, corps pour corps. 

Two days afterwards, the deponent W'as hurried from on 
board Captain Lisote, to another armed schooner, com- 
manded by Captain Bouchet, where he remained, under 
the same kind of confinement, for twelve days, nine of 
which were spent in the attempt the vessel made to escape 
to Quebeck, which began with precipitation immediately 
upon the appearance of General Montgomery's vanguard 
at St. Paul's Island. However, they durst not venture 
to pass the point of Sorel River, there being Continental 
troops, cannon, and an armed gondola, which drove the 
ships back again to La Veltcrie, having killed one man on 
board the Gaspee, where the capitulation was signed by 
Gen. Prescott, on Sunday evening, to surrender eleven sail 
of vessels, in which were, viz :* three Majors, five Captains, 
and several subalterns, conductors, and inferior officers, to- 
gether with one hundred and seventeen regular soldiers, 
rank and file, with their arms and accoutrements, besides 
St. Luke La Come, one of the Legislative Council of Qve- 
beck, Captain John Fraser, Judge of the Common Pleas 
and Counsellor, and several Canadian volunteers. Go- 
vernour Carleton having quitted the Gaspee, with Messrs. 
Niverville and Lanaudiere, at midnight, on Thursday, was 
conducted in a whale-boat, with muffled paddles, by Cap- 
tain Bouchet, a secret way to Three-Rivers, and arrived 
at Qucbeck on Sunday following. 

The deponent was set free on Monday morning, by his 
friend Major Brown, who delivered him from the cruel 
hands of tyranny and oppression, and from the tools of 
military and arbitrary power, f 

Over and above the indignity and sufferings imposed 
upon (his deponent and his wife, who was denied the liberty 
of seeing him by General Prescott, and taking his last adieu 
at the instant of his departure, when it was exultingly given 
out that he was to be sent home in irons, there to be . . . 
... He had his apprentice imprisoned for about sixty- 
seven days, and his other servants and slaves put under 
confinement, to his very great damage in his interest, and 
ruin of his health, besides the loss sustained by burning, 
destroying, and plundering his house, manufactory, store, 
household goods, cash, plate, books, notes, furniture, clothes, 

* Brigadier-General Prescott, Major John Campbell, jMajor Dunbar, 
Major Hughes, Captain Anslruther, Captain Crawford, Captain Swan, 
Capt'iin lirice, in the Seventh Regiment, Captain Gamble, Lieutenant 
Cleveland, Lieutenant Leslie, Lieutenant Duncan Campbell, Lieute- 
nant alias Ensign John McDonnell, Royal Emigrants, Doctor Beau- 
mont, Mr. Cooper, Conductor of Artillery Stores, Mr. William Jones, 
Provost-Marshal, Canadian Volunteers, Messrs. Launiere, Magnan, 
Cagnct, Jun., prisoners. 

Wo are welj assured that tho whole force of the Continental troops, 
than at Sorrel, did not exceed one hundred and thirty-five men. The 
vessels given up were, viz : His Majesty's Brigantine Gaspee, comand- 

cd hy Lieutenant Royal: Also Captain Lisote, a large 

schooner, two nine-pounders in the waist, besides quarter-deck guns 
and swivels, twenty-four seamen, each armed with a musket, bayonet, 
and broad-sword. Captain Bouchet, another large schooner, armed 
like the other before mentioned, compliment twenty sailors, besides 
several other large schooners, fitted with swivels, &c. All the vessels 
towed after them a batteau, with one or more canoes or small boats, in 
order to make a descent, or escape by flight, as occasion should offer. 

t Philadelphia, April 2G, 1776. — From the above affidavits may be 
gilhered the outlines of the character of the famed General Prescott, 
who, to the loading Colonel Allen and thirty morn defendants of Ameri^ 
can liberty with irons, and sending them over seas, instead of keeping 
them to be exchanged for prisoners of the other side, has added this 
barbarous usigo of a citizen and a Magistrate, whose inflexible adhe- 
rence of his known duty has long since rendered him a distinguished 
character. 

Justice Walker, hearing that General Prescott was in Philadelphia, 
undertook a journey, in the depth of winter, to that city, to complain of 
the treatment he had suffered from him, and obtain some satisfaction 
for such inhuman violence ; but, to his great surprise, found Mr. Pres- 
cott lodged in the best tavern of the place, walking or riding at large 
through Philadelphia and Bucks Counties, (in the latter of which ho 
will doubtless find many with whom ho may take sweet counsel,) feast- 
ing with gentlemen of the first rank in the Province, and keeping a 
levee for the reception of the grandees, who, probably, arc cultivating 
this honourable acquaintance, as a natural and easy means of introduc- 
tion to the notice of their excellencies the ambassadors. 

In consequence of all which unaccountable phenomena, and (belit- 
tle prospect there appears of his obtaining any adequate redress in tho 
present unsettled state of publick affairs, Mr. Walker has returned to 
Montreil, leaving this modern testimony for the perusal of all martyrs 
to American freedom. Probub. 
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utensils of manufacture and husbandry; likewise a consi- 
derable quantity of fine pearl-ash, in casks, foe. 

Thomas Walker. 

Philadelphia, sworn the 24th of April, 1776, before 

Samuel Mifflin. 



ORDERS GIVEN THE SEVERAL CAPTAINS IN THE FLEET, AT 
SAILING FROM THE CAPES OF DELAWARE, FEBRUARY 17, 

J776. 

Sir: You are hereby ordered to keep company with 
me, if possible, and truly observe the signals given by the 
ship I am in, but in case you should be separated in a gale 
of wind or otherwise, you then are to use all possible means 
to join the fleet as soon as possible; but if you cannot, in 
four days after you leave the fleet, you are to make the 
best of your way to the southern part of Abacco, (one of 
the Bahama Islands,) and there wait for the fleet fourteen 
days. But if the fleet does not join you in that time, you 
are to cruise in such places as you think will most annoy 
the enemy. And you are to send into port, for trial, all 
British vessels, or property, or other vessels, with any sup- 
plies for the Ministerial forces, who you may make your- 
self master of, to such places as you may think best within 
the United Colonies. 

In case you are in any very great danger of being taken, 
you are to destroy these orders and your signals.* 

Eseck Hopkins, Command 'ant-in- Chief. 



send an express on the subject. The Asia ran aground 
opposite the Exchange ; as the tides are low, we were in 
hopes she would not have been able to have got off this 
flood. In these hopes we were preparing cartridges for* 
some pieces of cannon, (which is not here from want of 
method, a very short operation,) and flattered ourselves 
that we should have been able to have destroyed or much 
damaged her, but she is now, unfortunately, afloat. 

1 am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient, 
humble servant, Charles Lee. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 



GENERAL LEE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read February 20, 1776.] 

New-York, February 17, 1776. 

Sir: I think it my duty to inform you, that the Phe- 
nix and Governour Tryon's ship are already out of the 
harbour, and that the Asia is under sail. They, most pro- 
bably, have had intelligence of the danger which threatens 
their comrade, the Mercury, and General Clinton, from 
your fleet, and are sailed with an intention of attacking it. 
As it may be thought prudent to apprize your fleet of the 
circumstance, I must repeat, that 1 thought it my duty to 

* Signals for the American Fleet by day. 

For sailing: Loose the foretopsail, and sheet it home. 

For weighing and coming to sail : Loose all the topsails, and sheet 
them home. 

For the fleet to anchor: Clew up the maintopsail, and hoist a weft 
m the ensign. 

For seeing a strange vessel : Hoist the ensign, and lower and hoist 
it as many times as you see vessels, allowing two minutes between each 
time. 

For chasing - : For the whole fleet to chase, a red pendant at the fore- 
topmast head. 

To give over the chase : A white pendant at the forotopmast head. 

For the Columbus to chase : Strike the broad pendant half-mast, to 
be answered by a weft in the ensign and making sail. To chase to 
Windward — hoist the ensign, lowering the pendant at the same time ; 
if to leeward, not. To give over the chase: a white pendant at the 
foretopmast head ; and if at a great distance, fire a gun at the same 
time. This may serve for any of the vessels to give over the chase and 
return into the fleet. 

For the Andrew Doria to chase : A Dutch flag at the foretopmast 
head. To chase to windward : hoist the ensign, lowering the pendant 
at the same time ; if to leeward, not. To give over the chase : a white 
pendant at the foretopmast head ; and if at a great distance, fire a gun 
at the same time. 

For the Cahot to chase : A white flag at the foretopmast head. To 
chase to windward, &.c, as above. 

For the Providence to chase : A St. George's ensign, with stripes at 
the mrzen peak. To chase to windward, &c, as above. 

For the Fly to chase : A Dutch flag at the rnaintopmast head. To 
chose to windward, &c, as above. 

For the Hornet to chase : A rod pendant at the mizentopmast head. 
To chase to windward, &c, as above. 

For the Wasp to chase : A Dutch flag at the mizen peak. To chase 
to windward, &c, as above. 

For a general attack, or the whole fleet to engage : The standard at 
the rnaintopmast head, with the striped jack and ensign at their pro. 
per places. 

To disengage and form into a squadron : A white flag at the ensign 
staff, and the. same into a weft for every vessel tomako the best of their 
way off from the enemy for their own preservation. 

For all, the Captains to come on board the Commodore: A rod pen- 
dant at the ensign staff. 

To speak with the Columbus: A white pendant at tho mizentop- 
mast head. 

To speak with the Andrew Doria : A Dutch flag at the mizentop. 
mast head. 

To speak with the Cabot: A weft in a jack, at the mizentopmast 
head. 

To speak with the Providence : A whito flag at the mizentopmast 
head. 

To£ noa k with the Fly: A Dutch flag at the ensign staff. 

Forjiny vessel in the fleet that wants to spoak with the Commodore : 



TRYON COUNTY COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
Tryon County Committee-Chamber, February 17, 1776. 

Honourable Gentlemen: Your favour we received 
this week, and immediately called our members to a meet- 
ing, in order to consult for Taising troops to contribute to 
the defence of our Colony, as desired. 

We resolved to inlist, for such purpose, under Conti- 
nental pay, at least two full companies, with despatch ; and 
we will endeavour to afford three companies, if possible, 
but il is no sure dependance upon three, before trial. 

We recommend the following persons, as well qualified, 
to be commissioned as officers for the two companies, in 
the following rank : Jacob W. Seeber, Captain ; Yoost 
House, as Lieutenant ; Jacob Ja. Clock, Ensign ; Abner 
French, Captain ; Jacob Simons, Lieutenant; John Ncw- 
Tcerk, Ensign. 

In regard to your request for recommending two persons 
for each office, that you may make the choice, we would 
have done accordingly, but to prevent confusion in inlistmg, 
and affronts, likewise, to the one or the other, to the hurt 
of the same, we concluded to recommend but one for each 
office, which so chosen, we judge capable and of influence 
among the people. We leave the expedition of their com- 
missions, and other regulations, to your further directions. 
Concerning the clothing and accoutrements wanting for 
those new recruited men, we must annex, that it would be 
a needful encouragement, at least in our County, to furnish 

A weft in the ensign ; and if in distress, accompanied with two guns, 

To fall into a line abreast : A red pendant at the mizen peak. 

To fall into a line ahead : A white pendant at the mizen peak. 

For meeting, after a separation : A weft in an ensign, at the main- 
topmgst head, to be answered with the same, and cluing up the main, 
topgallant sail, if they have any set. 

For the ship Providence to chase : A red pendant at the mizentop. 
mast head. To chase to windward, &c, as before. 

To speak with the ship Providence : A weft in the ensign at the en- 
sign staff. 

Signals in a fog, or thick weather. 

When it comes on foggy, and the Commodore will continue the same 
sail and course : Fire a gun every half hour. 

To bring too on the larboard tack : Fira two guns. 

To bring too on the starboard tack : Fire three guns. 

Any vessel in the fleet discovering an enemy of superior force, shall 
fire four guns, and shall be answered by every vessel in the fleet, with 
two guns, and then endeavour to speak with the Commodore, and upon 
hearing one of the fleet engage, an attack must be made by the whole, 
in the best manner possible. 

For the whole fleet to anchor : Fire five guns. 

To haul upon the wind upon the starboard tack : Fire six guns. 

To haul upon the wind upon the larboard tack : Fire seyen guns. 

To bear up, or go before tho wind : Fire eight guns. 

Any vessels in the fleet discovering land or danger : Fire minute, 
guns until the danger is over. 

Signals by night. 

To weigh and come to sail : Three lights in the mizen shrouds abreast 
of each ottier, to be answered by each ship with one light in the main 
shrouds. 

To put about and stand upon the other tack: Two lights upon the 
ensign staff, to be answered by the other vessels with one. 

To ware and stand upon the other tack: Three lights upon the en. 
sign staff, to be answered by the other vessels with two. 

To ware and stand before the wind : Two lights at the mizen peak, 
to be answered by three lights at the ensign staff. 

For the fleet to heave too with their starboard tacks on board : A 
light in tho starboard main shrouds, with one gun. 

To heave too with their larboard tacks on board : Two lights in the 
larboard main shrouds, with two guns. 

For discovering strange vessels : A light upon the ensign staff, with 
a false fire, and as many false fires as vessels discovered. 

For discovering land or danger : Show a great number of lights, and 
fire guns, which is to be continued until every vessel in the fleet answer 
it by firing a gun each. 

For the fleet to attack or engage the enemy : Fire a gun, and as 
many false fires as there are ships in the fleet. 

For meeting, after a separation : Two false fires, to be answered by 
the same. 

For tho fleet to anchor : A light at the rnaintopmast head, to be an. 
swered by a light at I he same place when safe at anchor. 
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them with such necessaries; and if so to be, where, and in 
what manner it shall be procured. Please, therefore, to 
consider this point without delay, and inform us with your 
opinion or resolve. 

We must further lay before you the situation of our ex- 
posed frontier place at Fori Stanwix, where good caution, 
against dangerous enterprises, desires a number of men to 
be posted, tending really for the preservation of the coun- 
try ; and besides, we must hear of the Oneida Indians, close 
neighbours to said fort, the necessity of such a guard in 
that frontier place. 

We beg, therefore, that you will consult upon this matter 
in particular, and favour us alike with your resolve unde- 
layed. If our promised two companies, as above mention- 
ed, would be wanting in any other places of the Province, 
we may almost assure, that to guard this frontier aforesaid, 
we shall be able to inlist another and third company, under 
Continental pay and the same provisions, as allowed to the 
Other companies. 

We remain, with respects, honourable gentlemen, your 
obedient, humble servants, 

•* ' Wjlliam Seeber, Chairman. 

To thq ..Honourable Congress, or Committee of Safety, 
New-York. 



From, gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble 

servant > A T* Ti 

Adrian De Konde. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress of New- York. 



JOSEPH FRENCH TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, (in close confinement,) February 17,1776. 

Sir; 1 make free to trouble you with a few lines, in or- 
der to acquaint you with my situation. I have been in 
confinement four and thirty days; three days at my own 
house, with twelve men and an officer to guard me when 
sick in bed, 

I gave security to Colonel Heard for my appearance 
before your honourable House, or him, to answer any com- 
plaint alleged against me. I accordingly wailed on the 
Committee of Safety, who gave me a certificate, which I 
enclose to your care, and which certificate I showed to 
Colonel Heard, who gave no attention to it, and ordered 
me to follow him. I accordingly followed him to Phila- 
delphia, and was informed by several of the members of 
the honourable Continental Congress, that no complaint 
lay before them concerning me. 

Colonel Heard then lay me under an obligation to go 
back to New- York, which I strictly complied with, and 
since my arrival here I have been closely confined, and do 
not know, in the least, what 1 have done to merit such 
treatment, .As I have had the honour of being a member 
of your honourable House, 1 think I can say, with a clear 
conscience, that I have neither directly, nor indirecily, to 
the best of my knowledge, transgressed against the Asso- 
ciation since I have signed it. 

I, therefore, would take it as a particular favour if you 
would state this, my case, before the honourable House, 
and release me from confinement. I shall always be ready, 
and willing, to answer before the honourable House any 
charge that can be alleged against me. 

After my compliments, I remain, with the greatest es- 
teem, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Joseph French. 
To Nathaniel Woodhull, President of the Honourable Pro- 
vincial Congress, New-York. 

N. B. The time you called at my house, I acted agree- 
able to your request, but it had not the desired effect. The 
other gentlemen confined with me pray, also, that some 
indulgence might be given them on their petitions to the 
honourable House. 



ADRIAN DE R0NDE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New.York, February 17, 3776. 
Gentlemen: I having been informed that there are foar 
battalions of Provincial troops to be raised within tliis Pro- 
vince for the defence of the same, and being willing to take 
an active part in the cause of my country, I take this me- 
thod of offering my services to your consideration ; and, 
that it may be evident to you that my object is not rank, 
but a desire of securing the liberties of my country from 
meditated destruction, I would accept of either a Majority 
or a Captaincy, as you in your discretion shall think fit. 



colonel easton to general Washington. 

Pittsfieid, February, 1776. 

Dear Sir: It is with the utmost regret that I give 
your Excellency the trouble of this, knowing your great 
multiplicity of business. But faithfulness to the dear, de- 
ceased General Montgomery and his commands, a love of 
liberty and my country, obliges me to do it. 

You will, sir, by the letters and orders enclosed, see the 
minds of the Generals who wrote them ; and, agreeable 
thereto, I called on General Schuyler, in my march from 
Montreal, showed him my orders, but he did not give me 
any particular orders. I have since sent to him, as the 
bearer can inform, but have got no answer. 

Should I be ordered to the Northward again with a re- 
giment, I am sure no time is to be lost in Taising it, and I 
beg your Excellency's direction in the premises, and am, 
with great esteem, your humble servant, 

James Easton, Colonel. 
To General Washington. 

P. S. Pray your Excellency to send back General 
Montgomery's letter by the bearer, Captain Noble. 

J. E. 



ROBERT II. HARRISON TO COLONEL EASTON. 

Cambridge, February 17, 1776. 
Sir: I have it in command from his Excellency to 
acknowledge the receipt of your favour of — ■ — instant, 
and to inform you that, as the Northern Department is 
more immediately under the care of Major-General Schuy- 
ler, his Excellency does not know upon what footing it 
was that you was ordered upon the recruiting your regi- 
ment. If any part of your regiment remains in Canada, 
the General takes it for granted that you are counted upon 
in the arrangements made for Canada. If it is to raise a 
new regiment, he does not tbinkhimself authorized to en- 
courage you therein, without the approbation of Congress. 
The services you have done your country last campaign, 
mentioned in the letters to you from the late gallant Gene- 
ral Montgomery, merit the acknowledgment of the publick. 
It will give the General pleasure to see you in a capacity 
to render future service, and acquire more honour. There- 
fore, if you find yourself excluded in the new arrangement 
for the Northern Department, it may possibly.be through 
inadvertence, or for reasons which the General cannot be a 
proper judge of. If this should be the case, will it not be 
a proper step for you to take, to repair to Philadelphia, 
and produce these honourable testimonials of your merit? 
Lay them before the Congress, and I dare say you will 
not be neglected. This is only the private opinion of, sir, 
yours, &c. 

To Colonel James Easton. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO REVEREND JAMES LYON. 

Cambridge, February 17, 1776. 

Sir: I have it in command from his Excellency to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your favour of the 25th Decem- 
ber. He is much pleased with the zeal you exhibit for 
the promotion of American liberty, by endeavouring to add 
Nova-Scotia, as a link to that great chain which does, and 
I hope always will bind the United Colonics together. 
There have other applications of the same nature been laid 
before the General, which are now under the consideration 
of Congress. 

Your remark is very just, that secrecy is absolutely ne- 
cessary for conducting this affair with effect ; and when it 
is undertaken, it must probably be on such a plan as you 
have pointed out. At present, his Excellency does not 
think it would succeed, as we have intelligence that may 
be depended on, that Brigadier-General Massey is arrived 
at Halifax, with the chief part of two battalions, so that 
the numbers you propose would, in all probability, be too 
few for the purpose ; and, if they were thought sufficient, 
his Excellency does not think himself authorized to add 
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two regiments to our forces, without the approbation of 
Congress. 

I mentioned before, that a plan for the reduction of that 
Province was under consideration of Congress, which, if 
they think proper to adopt, his Excellency has no doubt 
but that a gentleman who interests himself so much in the 
cause of America as you do, will give every assistance and 
advice for the accomplishment of this important business 
that is in your power. 1 am, he. 
To the Reverend James Lyon. 

HERBERT COUKTENAY TO CHARLES CARROLL, BARRISTER. 

Baltimore, February 18, 1776. 

Sir: Mr. .Spear showed me a note which Mr. Purvi- 
ance brought him from the Council of Safety, whereby it 
is probable you may have occasion to see Captain Mar- 
tin; therefore, have given him orders to wait on the Coun- 
cil of Safety, with Mr. Spear's captain. 

Should" you have occasion to employ the brig Friend- 
Ship, Captain Martin, back here, with such returns as you 
may have ordered, I shall have no sort of objection, pro- 
vided you insure her at one thousand pounds, this money, 
and allow a sufficient freight for such goods as she may 
bring back ; though Captain Stone intended she should bring 
some property of his, lying in the fVest-Indies, invested 
in salt, rum, 'be, with her freight money out. The vessel 
is a prime sailer, and has a Bermuda register, and manned 
with Negroes, save the Captain and Mate, which may pro- 
bably be a cloak for her against the late resolution of the 
Parliament to seize all American vessels. 

I am satisfied you cannot employ a vessel more fining 
than the Friendship, and should you determine on this, 
CaptainJMomVi will take your orders respecting the home- 
ward voyage, and I shall be glad, in such case, that you 
will please write me a few lines, in conformity to the above 
proposal, as I am acting only as an agent for Captain Stone, 
and am, with all respect, sir, your most obedient, humble 

Sfiryant ' Herbert Courtenat. 

To Charles Carroll, Esq., Barrister. 

JOSEPH SIMS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Prince George's County, February 18, 1776. 

Gentlemen: During the sitting of the last Convention, 
the officers of the several companies belonging to the Ele- 
venlh Battalion, of this Province, were appointed, except 
the Nottingham Company, which could not then be done 
for want of a choice being made by the people. Since that, 
and very lately, the people have had a meeting for that 
purpose, and have made choice of the following gentlemen, 
viz: Fielder Bowie, Esq., Captain; Messrs. Robert Bow- 
ie, First. Lieutenant, William Newman Dorsctt, Second 
Lieutenant, and George Gant, Ensign. As it is necessary 
their cornmissions should immediately issue, I am desired 
by the company to apply for them, and a messenger is sent 
on purpose. 

I must, therefore, request you will direct your Clerk to 
fill up the commissions with the names of the above gentle- 
men, and enclose them to me by the return of this express, 
who will wait for that purpose. 

I am, gentlemen, with great regard, your most obedient, 



the hypocritical heart which pretends to expect it, when 
in truth it does not. 

The newspapers here are full of free speculations, the 
tendency of which you will easily discover. The writers 
reason from topics which have been long in contemplation, 
and fully understood by the people at large in New-Eng- 
land, but have been attended to in the Southern Colonies 
only by gentlemen of free spirits and liberal minds, who are 
very few. 1 shall endeavour to enclose to you as many of 
the papers and pamphlets as I can, as long as I stay here. 
Some will go by this conveyance. 

Doctor Franklin, Mr. Chase, and Mr. Charles Carroll, 
of Carrollton, in Maryland, are chosen a Committee to go 
into Canada. The characters of the two first you know. 
The last is not a member of Congress, but a gentleman of 
independent fortune, perhaps the largest in America — a 
hundred and fifty or two hundred thousand pounds ster- 
ling ; educated in some University in France, though a 
native of America, of great abilities and learning, complete 
master of the French language, and a professor of the Ro- 
man Catholick religion, yet a warm, a 'firm, a zealous sup- 
porter of the rights of America, in whose cause he has 
hazarded his all. Mr. John Carroll, of Maryland, a Ro- 
inan Catholick Priest, and a Jesuit, is to go with the Com- 
mittee, the Priests in Canada having refused baptism and 
absolution to our friends there. General Lee is to com- 
mand in that country, whose address, experience, and abi- 
lities, added to his fluency in the French slanguage, will 
give him great advantages. 

The events of war are uncertain. We cannot Insure 
success, but we can deserve it. I am happy in this provi- 
sion for that important department, because I think it the 
best that could be made in our circumstances. Your pru- 
dence will direct you to communicate the circumstances of 
the Priest, the Jesuit, and the Romish religion, only to such 
persons as can judge of the measure upon large and gene- 
rous principles, and will not indiscreetly divuTge it. The 
step was necessary, for the anathemas of the Church are 
very terrible to our friends in Canada. 



humble servant, 



Joseph Sims. 



To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM JOHN ADAMS TO A FRIEND, 
DATED PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY 18, 1776. 

I sent you, from Neiv-York, a pamphlet entitled " Com- 
mon Sense," written in vindication of doctrines which there 
is reason to expect that the further encroachments of ty- 
ranny, and depredations of oppression, will soon make the 
common faith, unless the cunning Ministry, by proposing 
negotiations and terms of reconciliation, should divert the 
present current from its channel. 

Reconciliation, if practicable, and peace, if attainable, 
you very well know, would be as agreeable to my inclina- 
tions, and as advantageous to my interest as to any man's ; 
but 1 see no prospect, no probability, no possibility. And 
1 cannot but despise the understanding which sincerely 
expects an honourable peace, for its credulity, and detest 



ALBANY (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE. 

Albany Committee Chamber, February 18, 1776. 

The Committee of the Township of Schenectady, re- 
ported this day to the General Committee. of the City and 
County of Albany, that on the 15th day of January, instant, 
a Letter was laid before them under the signature of Ben- 
jamin Hilton, and directed to Alexander White, Esq., 
Sheriff of the County of Tryon, an extract whereof is in 
the following words : 

"Schenectady, December 32, 1773. 

"Dear Sir: Lieutenant McDonald, who Is in town, just 
now informed me, that Arnold, immediately on his arrival 
before Quebeck, sent a flag to demand from Colonel Mac- 
lean, an immediate surrender of the town. The messen- 
ger was conducted hoodwinked to Maclean, who told him, 
he would give Arnold a final answer in a few hours ; in the 
mean time, Colonel Maclean lined the houses of the town, 
past which Arnold was to pass, to take possession of the 
town. Colonel Maclean, at the expiration of the time, 
sent a messenger to Arnold to inform him, that he was ex- 
tremely sorry he had it not in his power sufficiently to 
defend the town, therefore, was willing to surrender it to 
him without the effusion of blood, and might take posses- 
sion of it as soon as he pleased. Arnold himself, with the 
greatest part of the troops, immediately went to take pos- 
session of the town, and after they had entered the gates, 
they were closed, and the troops that Maclean had placed 
in ambush, in the houses, immediately fired upon them, 
killed three hundred, and took the rest prisoners, among 
which Arnold is said to be. Maclean immediately sallied 
out of the town, pursued the remainder of Arnold's men 
over the Plains of Abraham, and killed a great many of 
them; a fine stratagem, worthy of immortalizing Maclean's 
name, and handing it down to the latest posterity in letters 
of gold, This seems very probable to me, and Mr. Mc- 
Donald says it maybe depended upon. Arnold, bejo.ro 

his arrival at Quebeck, was obliged, in order . to ...keep his 
men from starving, to kill all the horses and dogs he had 
with him, and, after all, fell short four days, in such. fine 
fare; however, no. better than they deserved...... 
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" [ should say more, but am in haste; you will therefore 
excuse me, and believe me yours, sincerely, " 

" Benjamin Hilton." 

That the said Committee had, therefore, sent for the 
said Benjamin Hilton, who avowed himself the author of 
the said Letter, and declared that he had wrote it to please 
the said White, whose sentiments he knew ; that he had 
wrote it, however wrong, in expectation that the contents 
thereof would never be discovered. 

The said Committee did further report, that the said 
Benjamin Hilton, on the 14th day of July last, had volun- 
tarily, and without any solicitation, made before Cornelius 
Cuykr, Esq., the following Affidavit, to wit : 

" Benjamin Hilton, Jr., Esq., of this place, Attorney at 
Law, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith : That he has 
never entertained or harboured an opinion inimical or un- 
friendly to the just constitutional rights or liberties of Ame- 
rica; that he looks upon the claim which the British Par- 
liament has set up in the present reign, by statute, to bind 
the Colonies_ in all cases whatsoever, as unconstitutional, 
and subversive of American liberty; that the measures 
taken by Administration for the enforcement of the several 
statutes passed against America in general, and some of the 
Colonies in particular, in his opinion, will justify opposi- 
tion ; that he is a friend to his country, and the invaded 
rights and liberties thereof, (though he believes, by many, 
without foundation, taken to be an enemy thereto,) aud 
wishes it all the success in this unhappy and unnatural con- 
flict, that any real friend to the common cause can ; that he 
never was really induced or prevailed upon, by any person, 
to resign his Lieutenancy; and further saith not. 

" B. Hilton, Jun. 

"Schenectady, July 14, 1775. — Sworn before me, 

" Cornelius Cuylek, Justice." 

The said Committee of Schenectady further reported, 
that they had thereupon 

"Resolved, That the said Benjamin Hilton either should 
cause his said Letter, together with the said Declaration, to 
be published in the newspapers by the fifth of February 
then next, or that they would publish the same, together 
with the above-mentioned Affidavit." 

Which said Report, the said General Committee of the 
City and County of Albany, have maturely considered, and, 
thereupon, resolve to approve the same. 

But, the said Benjamin Hilton, instead of abiding by the 
determination of the said Committee of Schenectady, on 
the eighteenth day of January last, without acquainting this 
Board of the steps taken by them, by letter, addressed to this 
Board, expressed his sorrow to give this Board the trouble 
of an application on a very disagreeable subject. That he 
had, on the 22d day of December last, wrote a letter to 
Alexander White, Esq., relative to the then report, that 
Colonel Arnold, with his forces, was defeated atQuebeck by 
Colonel Maclean, and which report, he found to be ground- 
less ; that he had, in that letter, also, applauded the said 
Maclean for his conduct, and wrote disrespectful of Colo- 
nel Arnold's forces ; for all which he was extremely sor- 
ry; that he confessed his error, and desired the forgiveness 
of his injured countrymen, and professed himself a friend 



following the said Letter, are further of opinion, that his 
sentiments are inimical to the liberties of this country; yet 
this Committee, disdaining the impotent attempts of the 
said Benjamin Hilton to traduce the proceeding of the 
Northern Army, do, therefore, dismiss him from further 
prosecution. 

Extracts from the Minutes: 

Matthew Visscher, Secretary. 



COLONEL HAZEN TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Ward, and Mr. S. Adams, 
who are directed to examine the accounts.] 

Montreal, February 18, 1776. 

Sir: Agreeable to the order of the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress, you have, enclosed, the report of the Com- 
missioners appointed by General Wooster, and their pro- 
ceedings thereon at large. 

The inventory of the stock, the first article of losses and 
damages, amounting to fourteen thousand two hundred and 
thirty-four livres, was chiefly and really for the use and 
service of General Montgomery' s Army, and taken away 
by his order for that purpose, for all which he promised I 
should be paid. 

The second article, amounting to three thousand three 
hundred and thirty livres, was partly destroyed by the Mi- 
nisterial troops, and partly by the Continental Army, un- 
der General Montgomery's command. 

The third article, one thousand three hundred livres, 
was totally lost in consequence of a mistake made by Ma- 
jor Brown, of the Continental Army, by his retaining me 
a prisoner on the 18th o( September last, at a time when I 
had General Schuyler's leave, obtained on the 6th of the 
same month, to remain at my dwelling-house, or to pass or 
repass on my lawful business undisturbed or unmolested by 
his troops. This unfortunate accident was the source of 
all my misfortunes in the present instance, both as to losses 
and imprisonment. 

The fourth article, seven thousand and seventy-nine 
livres, occurred, in part, from burning and destroying fen- 
ces, fee, for the use of the Hospital, and lodging other 
troops in my dwelling-house, and other houses, occupied 
for that purpose. Therefore, it is not a total loss to the 
United Colonies. 

The fifth article is, for damages done by the Continen- 
tal Army, as fully appears ; and, as it may be presumed, 
would not have been prevented. 

The sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, and eleventh 
articles was, I believed, taken chiefly by the Canadians; and 
it was the price of their labour or services ; and I am sorry 
that I have too much reason to believe, that they were en- 
couraged in it by their officers, at a time when I was suf- 
fering in prison, on suspicion of favouring the cause of 
America. The plundering, in this instance, was cruel ; I, 
therefore, hope a recompense will be thought just and rea- 
sonable. 

The twelfth article, was a large stone house on the Fort 
of St. John's, taken from my tenants, and into possession 
of the Ministerial troops. An indemnification I was pro- 
mised by General Carleton, as well as some other damages 
done by them, in the second article, all which 1 have now 

to the constitutional liberties of the Colonies; and pro- forfeited, as every other protection from the Government 

mised, for the future, neither to write nor do any thing pre- of England; I therefore hope this charge may appear rea- 

judicial to the cause of liberty; that he was well convinced 

that the Parliament of Great Britain has no right to tax 

the Colonies, and conceived the tyrannical measures pur- 
sued by the Ministry, to enforce such unconstitutional acts, 

will justify opposition ; that he did confess that he had some 

doubts of the expediency of the expedition against Canada, 

which doubts are, however, now removed ; that, as this 

Board is the General Committee of protection, fee, for the 

whole County, he, therefore, begged their final decision of 

this matter, and their resolution thereupon. 

In consequence of which said application and request, 

this Committee do declare it as their opinion, in addition 

to the Resolution of the Committee of Schenectady, that phia, which, ifl remember, was nearly in these words, viz: 



sonable. 

The thirteenth and fourteenth articles, are losses occur- 
red in consequence of the foregoing, and, consequently, are 
thought as reasonable a charge as any other. 

Thus I have gone through, and endeavoured to explain 
the nature and justness of the several charges, as far as in 
haste my poor capacity will admit ; and I hope the honour- 
able Congress will meet with no difficulty in ordering me to 
be paid the amount, which is now clearly ascertained by cre- 
dible evidences, on oath. You will please to remember, sir, 
that it was a condition in the memorandum state of my af- 
fairs, which I gave in to you in writing, when at Philadel- 



the said Benjamin Hilton has evinced, by the said Letter, 
an unwarrantable exultation in the distress and defeat 
which he supposed a part of the Continental Army had 
sustained ; that, therefore, this Committee, notwithstand- 
ing his prior and subsequent declarations, preceding and 
Fourth Series. — Vol. ir. 75 



If I should be employed in the Continental service, 1 must 
be indemnified for the losses which I had sustained, on 
which I was willing to sacrifice my half-pay in defence of 
my country's cause ; which I still adhere to, and would not 
wish to have any provision made by Congress for the 
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security of my half-pay. I say T am willing to take the 
risk of it to myself; but the damages will only put my 
interest on the same and a proper footing, without which, 
I am ruined ; it is my whole dependance for a future sub- 
sistence, should I live through the present troubles ; or, if 
I should not survive, to pay off some debts, and leave a 
small provision for my liitle family. Whatever the honour- 
able Congress are pleased to allow, 1 beg you will order 
it to be paid to the bearer of this, Mr. Joseph Torny, who 
has agreed to refund me, in hard specie, whatever he may 
receive from you in paper money, which is an advantage 1 
would not willingly lose. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, and 

most devoted, humble servant, .„ TT 

Moses Hazen. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. Lieutenant-Colonel Antill set out yesterday for 
Quebeclc, and I shall leave this to-morrow, on a journey I 
, intend to lake through the country, in order to facilitate 
and complete the regiment which I have the honour to 
command. We have made a good beginning, and I hope, 
in a few days, to have it in my power to acquaint you of 
the desired success, as well in recruiting, as a friendly dis- 
position of the Canadians. But you must send a Com- 
'mitlee of Congress without delay. It is but a party of 
pleasure to come to Canada at this season of the year. 

M. H. 



An Inventory oj Slock, 8fc, at St. John's, belonging to 
Moses Hazen, Esq., and on his Farms near St. John's, 
on the 18th day of September, 1775, the day he was 
made a prisoner by Major Brown, of the Continental 
Army, serving under General Montgomery. 

Livres. 

4 pair of oxen, at 200 livres each pair, - - - - 800 

3 large New-England cows, 230 livres each, - - 690 

6 ditto of half or mixed breed, 120 livres each, - 720 

8 large French cows, 60 livres each, .... 480 

1 large New-England bull, 130 livres, - - - 130 

3 large calves, do, 60 livres each, 180 

3 do. half-breed, 30 livres each, - - - 90 

4 horses, 250 livres each, 1,000 

4 do. 120 livres each, 480 

1 New-England mare, -------- 600 

24 old sheep, of a large breed, 15 livres each, - - 360 

. 18 Iambs, 7 livres 10 sols each, ------ ]35 

I6J,arge swine, 50 livres each, ------ 800 

6 small swine, 25 livres each, - 150 

,11 geese, two livres each, 22 

/5 dozen fowls, 30 sols per couple, ----.- 45 

400 bushels potatoes, 2 livres per bushel, - - - 800 

400 bushels turnips, 1 livre 10 sols per bushel, - 600 

Garden roots and vegetables, ------ 550 

30 bushels Indian corn and beans, 3 livres per bush., 90 

10 bushels pease, 4 livres 10 sols per bushel, - - 45 

6 bushels salt, 3 livres per bushel, ----- 18 
28 gallons New-England rum, 4 livres per gallon, 112 

7 gallons West-India rum, 5 livres per gallon, - 35 
3 barrels superfine flour, 25 livres per barrel, - - 75 

2 barrels pork, 72 livres per barrel, 144 

Sugar, coffee, tea, soap, and candles, - - - - 300 

Unseed oil and paint, --------- 450 

Iron and steel in bars, 250 

2,150 bundles of hay, 1 livre per bundle, - - - 2,150 

33 panel doors, 24 livres each, 792 

A parcel of hewn stones, to the amount of- - - 300 

1,400 boards and planks, 50 livres per hundred, - 700 

20 cords of fire-wood, 7 livres 10 sols per cord, - 150 

Carried forward, - - - 14,243 
Samuel Elmer, ~"~ 

Marinus Willett, Capt. First York Rcg't. 
James Jeffrt. 
Montreal, February 17, 1776. 

An Account of Losses and Damages sustained by Moses 
Hazen, Esq., at and about St. John's, in the course of 
the year J 775, and in consequence of the Continental 
Troops coming into Canada. Livres. 

To the stock, &c, as per inventory on the other side, 14,243 



To the total loss of a large field of grain, and sun- 
dry others of grass and hay, as per estimation, of 
Antoine Buke, Nicholas Manneer, and Francois 
Benoils, a chosen committee, and attested to be- 
fore a Notary Publick, on the 12th December, 

1775, 3,330 

To a large field of peas, estimated by Francois 
Brosseau, Joseph Brosseau, and John Baptiste 
Ganier, a committee appointed for that purpose, 
and attested to before a Notary Publick, on the 

10th December, 1775, - 1,300 

To damages sustained and done to Mr. Hazen's 
dwelling-house, barn, saw-mills, potash-house, 
smith's forge, and other buildings, per estimation 
of Mr. James Bell, Antoine Larose, Pierre Smi- 
cold, and others, the 17th November, 1775, - 7,079 
To ditto, a farm at Colonel Bedel's camp, the post 
taken to cut off the communication from St. 
John's to Chambly and Montreal, - - - - 528 

To household furniture plundered and pillaged by 
the Continental Army and Canadians in arms 
with General Montgomery, ------ 7,200 

To ditto, wearing apparel, ------- 2,500 

To farming utensils and tools, ------ 1,500 

To smiths' and potash do, ----... 1,000 

To carpenters' and joiners' do, ----- - 900 

To coopers' and stave-makers' do, 2,400 

To damages done to a large stone house and out- 
houses in the Fort at St. John's 38,400 livres, 
(the half only belonging to Mr. Hazen,) - - 19,200 
To the loss of one year's work of four saw-mills, - 6,000 
To ditto, the use of his dwelling-house, potash, 

smith's forge, and other out-houses, - - - - 1,000 

63,180 

Samuel Elmth, — 

Marinus Willett, Capt. First York Reg't. 
James Jeffry. 

Montreal, February 17, 1776. 

We, the subscribers, being appointed Commissioners by 
the Honourable David Wooster, Esq., commanding the 
Continental Army in Canada, to inquire into the losses 
which Moses Hazen, Esq., has sustained in and about St. 
John's, and to ascertain the same, met in the city of Mon- 
treal, on the 14th February, 1776, for that purpose, and 
then proceeded to swear and examine evidences relative to 
the losses sustained by the said Moses Hazen, Esq. 

No. 1. To damage sustained by loss of horses, cattle, sheep, swine, 
geese, fowls, &c., as per inventory, 14,243 livres. 

No. 1. John Jump, being sworn, says, that he lived with 
Moses Hazen, Esq., from June 13, 1775, to 25th September 
following, the day said Hazen was taken prisoner, and he 
was overseer of said Flazen's farms at and near St. John's. 
He is well acquainted with his concerns there ; and, pro- 
ducing to them the annexed inventory, he says every article 
is just and true. He likewise says there was a barrel of tar 
in the cellar, and some other trifles; and further saith, that 
hay is sold at St. John's at one livre per bundle. 

No. 1 . Nicholas Manner, being sworn, declares that, as to 
the stock'on Moses Hazen, Esq's, farm, and at his dwelling- 
house, opposite St. John's, agreeable to an inventory now 
delivered to the Commissioners, is just and true, as is, also, 
the account of potatoes, turnips, Indian corn, &c, con- 
tained in the same inventory with the cattle. 

No. 2. To loss of a large field of grain and several of grass, an estima- 
tion, 3,330 livres. 

No. 2. Said Manner further saith, that he, with Fran- 
cois Benois, and L. Bund, made an estimate of the damage 
done to Moses Hazen, Esq's, field of corn and grass, In 
and about St. John's, and that it amounted to at least three 
thousand three hundred and thirty livres, which estimation 
and declaration were made the 12th December, 1775 be- 
fore a Notary Publick. 

No. 5. To damage done to a farm where Colonel Bedel's detachment 
was encamped, 528 livres. 

No. 5. The deponent further saith, that there was damage 
done to another farm north of St. John's, belonging to said 
Hazen, where Colonel Bedel's detachment was encamped, 
to the amount of, by estimate, five hundred and twenty' 
eight livres 
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No. 3. To the loss of a field of peas, 1,300 livres. 

No. 3. The deponent further saith, that said Hazen was 
taken prisoner by Major Brown, on the 18th September, 
1775, at about eight o'clock in the morning, and, in a few 
hours after, a sortie from the fort occasioned a skirmish, in 
which said Hazen was taken by the regular troops ; and 
adds, that said Hazen was going with provisions to the 
savanna for the people who were at work there taking up 
peas for hiin, and, in consequence of his being detained, 
they left the work, and the peas were lost. 

Simon Morrise, being sworn, declareth, that he was with 
Moses Hazen, Esquire, going with provisions for the peo- 
ple at work in the savanna at a field of peas, and that he, 
with said Hazen, were taken prisoners by Major Brown, 
and that, in consequence of their being taken, the field of 
peas was lost. 

Francis Morriso, being sworn, declares, the day after 
Moses Hazen, Esquire, was taken, he went to the savanna 
to work in the field of peas belonging to said Hazen, but 
finding that he was a prisoner, and that there was not provi- 
sions for the workmen, said deponent, with several others, 
left the work, and the peas were lost. 

John Baptiste Ganie, being sworn, declares, that he, 
with Francis Brosseau and Joseph Brosseau, who lived 
near Moses Hazen, Esq's, field of peas at the savanna, 
were called on, and estimated the damage by the loss of 
said field of peas, to be at least thirteen hundred livres, as, 
by their declaration before a Notarv, dated 12ih December, 
1775. 

No. 4. To damage done the dwelling-house, saw-mills, barns, pot- 
ash-houso, and smith's shop, opposite Si, John's, 7,079 livres. 

No. 4. James Bell, being sworn, declares, that there was 
a number of upwards of thirty-six paneled doors, made and 
ready to be put up, laying in the large stone-house at St. 
John's, and that they were worth at least twenty-four livres 
each. Said Bell further saith that there was a quantity 
of hewn-stone laying at and about St. John's, and he values 
the same at three hundred livres. And, further saith, that 
there was a large quantity of planks and boards, which 
was worth seven thousand livres, and that the whole of 
them are either made use of or destroyed. 

Said Bell further declares, that the damage done to the 
dwelling-house, saw-mills, barn, potash-house, and smith's 
shop, belonging to Moses Hazen, Esquire, situate oppo- 
site St. John's, amounts to four thousand five hundred and 
sixty-four livres, and that he, with Antoine Beuque and 
Pierre Senecal, estimated said damages, as appears by a 
certificate dated November 17, 1775. Said Bell saith, 
further, that other damages were done to said house, barns, 
&c, not mentioned in the above certificate, amounting to 
three hundred and sixty-seven dollars, as by an estimate 
made by said deponent and Captain Pratt, dated Decem- 
ber 14, 1775. Said Bell further declares, that there was 
destroyed fifteen leaden spouts, valued at two dollars each, 
and nine brass-knobbed locks, at fifteen livres each, which 
were not included in either of the above calculations. 

No. 6. To household furniture, 7,200 livres. 
No. 6. James Glermy, being sworn, declareth, that he 
was well acquainted at the house of Moses Hazen, Esq., 
and made it a place of residence for eighteen months, at 
least, and that he verily believes that said Hazen's house- 
hold furniture, in his house opposite St. John's, was worth 
at least three hundred pounds, Halifax currency. 

No. 7. To wearing apparel, 2,500 livres. 

No. 7. He further saith that the wearing apparel was 
very considerable. 

No. 8. To farming tools and utensils, 1,500 livres. 

No. 8. Said GUmry further declares, and saith, that he 
knew said Hazen's farm was well furnished with farming 
utensils and tools, which he thinks is, at least, worth one 
thousand five hundred livres. 

No. 9. To smiths' tools and potash tools, 1,000 livres. 

No. 9. Said deponent further saith, that he knew said 
Hazen had a good set of smiths' tools and potash tools, 
and that he really believes they were worth at least one 
thousand livres. 

No. 10. To carpenters' and joiners' tools, 900 livres. 

No. 10. He further saith, that Hazen had a complete 



set of carpenters' and joiners' tools, which he estimates at 
nine hundred livres. 

No. 11. To a largo assortment of coopers' and stave-makers' tools, 
with anchors, &c, two thousand four hundred livres. 

No. 1 3 . He further saith, said Hazen had a large as- 
sortment of coopers' and stave-makers' tools, with cables, 
anchors, &c, the whole amount of which, he verily be- 
lieves, to be two thousand four hundred livres. 

No, 12. To the damage dono to one-half the large stone-house at 
Si. John's, 19,200 livres. 

No. 12. Thomas Donahue, being sworn, declares that 
he, as a carpenter, assisted in the building the large housB 
at St. John's; that he has lived there seven years; and 
says the value of the house, before it was damaged, was two 
thousand pounds sterling or upwards, that it is now so 
damaged that all the walls must be taken down before it 
can be repaired. 

No. 12. James Bell and James Glenny, being asked as 
to the damage done the large house at St. John's, after 
making a calculation together, estimated the damages on 
the whole of the house to be sixteen hundred pounds, 
Halifax currency, or thirty-eight thousand four hundred 
livres. 

No. 13. To the loss of one year's work of the saw-mills, 6,000 livres. 

No. 13. Said deponent, after making a calculation of the 
loss which must be sustained by the stoppage of the saw- 
mills for one year, declares it to be iit least six thousand 
livres. 

No. 14. To the loss of one year's use ol the house, potash-house, 
smiths' forge, and other out-houses, 1,000 livn s. 

No. 14. Said deponent estimates, for the use of the 
house, out-houses, &c, for one year, at one thousand 
livres. 

Sixty-eight thousand one hundred and eighty livres, is 
equal to eleven thousand three hundred and sixty-three 
dollars and one-tbird of a dollar. 

The above account we do certify to be just and true agree- 
able to the best intelligence we can obtain from the above- 
mentioned witnesses. 

Samuel Elmer, 

Maiunus Willett, Capt. First York Reg't. 

James Jeffry. 

Montreal, February 17, 1776. 

I do hereby certify that I was at the siege of St. John's, 
stationed under Colonel BedeVs command, at the post north 
of the Fort. That Colonel Bedel sent Major Gansevoort 
with a detachment to bring off the live stock from Colonel 
Hazen's farm on the opposite side of the river near that post, 
which was accordingly done, and which order, I suppose, 
came from General Montgomery. That some part of the 
said live stock was killed for the use of the Hospital ; that 
also, potatoes, turnips, and other garden roots, was brought 
from said Hazen's farm to camp, and made use of by the 
soldiers and Canadians; that, also, hay w,as brought from 
his barn for the use of the service, but cannot say what the 
particular quantity of these articles were. 
Samuel Elmer, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, General Wooster's Regiment. 

Montreal, February 17, 1776. 

I certify that, at the time of the siege of St. John's, the 
camp at the South end of the Fort had large supplies of 
vegetables from the farm of Captain Hazen, opposite iS'f. 
John's. That, to my knowledge, there were great dania- 
ges done to the house, barn, out-houses, fences, &c., and 
that, after the surrender of the Fort, the house was made 
use of as an Hospital, as well for the quartering of troops. 
1 likewise remember to have seen, in the time of the siege, 
beef and mutton brought over the river to the above camp, 
for the use of the troops, some of which, I understood, was 
taken from Captain Hazen's farm. 

Marinus Willett, Capt. First York Reg't. 

MAJOR HAWLEY TO ELBRIDGE GERRY. 

Watertown, February 18, 1776. 

Dear Sir: I hope you will forgive me if T herein ap- 
pear indelicate, by attempting to inculcate some things which 
I hinted tp you in the minutes which you was pleased to 
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accept of me, as you was setting out on your journey to 
Congress. But, if you knew the infinite weight they are 
on my mind, you would not blame me, whether they im- 
pre=sed your mind in like manner or not. One was, that 
the most seasonable and effectual care should be taken 
that a sufficient number of the best of troops should be 
seasonably marched into Canada, and thorough provision 
made for their subsistence, pay, and clothing, full supplies 
of artillery, arms, and ammunition, that they be sure to 
repel and overcome all the efforts of the enemy in that 
quarter the approaching season. Depend on it, that the 
efforts of the enemy there and at New- York the next sea- 
son will be the greatest and the earliest which they can 
possibly make. In the year 1760 I am certain that ships 
arrived at Quebeck from England some time in April, and 
1 think as early as the middle of April, if not earlier. If 
they have any judgment or policy in England, their land 
forces for the reduction of America will be chiefly employ- 
ed by the way of Quebeck and New- York; diversions may 
be given in other parts, but their main strength will be des- 
tined thither. 1 have no doubt but you are, by this time, 
fully sensible that the sharpest eye must be unremittedly 
kept on the people of New-York ; their manoeuvres and 
tergiversations exceed the depths of Satan. But I will not 
school you any longer on this head. 

I beg leave to let you know that I have read the pam- 
phlet, entitled, " Common Sense, addressed to the Inhabi- 
tants of America," and that every sentiment has sunk into 
my well-prepared heart; in short, you knew that my heart 
before was like good ground well prepared for good seed ; 
and without an American independent Supreme Govern- 
ment and Constitution, wisely devised and designed, well 
established and settled, we shall always be but a rope of 
sand ; but that well done, invincible. I need not repeat 
what I said to you of the worthlessness and futility of all 
paper currency, without such a general, well established, 
and independent Government. 

Your field of business is immense, and absolutely bound- 
less ; but industry, courage, application, and perseverance, 
will surmount every thing ; some relaxation and exercise is 
absolutely necessary to mantain health and spirit; but sloth 
and dissipation, and turning off business toothers, and pro- 
crastination, if they gain any admission, will be our infalli- 
ble ruin. 1 know you will not indulge to them, and I hope 
none others of your number. Solomon never uttered a 
truer maxim than when he said " Confidence in an unfaith- 
ful man, in time of trouble, is like a broken tooth, and a foot 
out of joint." 

Two things I beg leave to hint : the one is, that it seems 
to us here that when Congress, by their late resolve, or- 
dered an appeal from our Admiralty Courts to their honour- 
able body, they did not well consider how dissonant such 
a mode of trial is from the genius of the times, to wit, by 
Jury; nor how much it is open to the exception which was 
made to the Stamp Act, of its exposing and making one of 
the parties liable to be carried for a trial to any remote 
quarter or part of the Continent, at the will of a Crown 
officer. Would it not have been more expedient and con- 
stitutional to have ordered the appeal to have been to the 
Superior Court of the Colony in which the first trial was 
had ? Besides, it seems to bear hard on the maxim, " That 
the Legislative and Executive ought always to be distinct 
and diverse." 

Secondly, I hope, sir, you will by no means forget to 
endeavour that there be the most peremptory and absolute 
order and injunction on all the Generals and officers of the 
American Army, that quarters for the army, or any part of 
them, shall, in no case, be impressed, but by the interven- 
tion of a civil magistrate, or direction of the Legislature of 
the Colony. They have again (I suppose through the 
resentment and pique of Park, the Assistant Quartermas- 
ter) quartered a company on Major Thompson, against his 
will. Our Assembly is so much on the wing, and the ac- 
tive members so generally gone, that it is impossible to 
make any proper remonstrance thereof to the General. 

It is not easy to imagine what a handle such conduct as 
this gives to the Tories, and how much they rejoice to be 
able to take such exceptions; besides, it is downright and 
intolerably wrong. It is much more necessary that Con- 
gress should make some express order and regulation for 
their forces in every part, touching their behaviour in this 



particular ; because, you know that the Colonies in general, 
and this in particular, are in the hands and power of the 
Army, by reason of the Militia being, in a great degree, 
stripped of their arms and ammunition, for the sake of fur- 
nishing the Army. 

I suggest one thing more, and I have done, to wit: I 
hope that the next period or term for which the Continen- 
tal troops will be inlisted will be three, or at least two years; 
the disadvantages and risk of their being engaged and held 
for short terms, even for but one whole year, are many; 
at the same time they never will, nor can I say that I de- 
sire that they should engage for an indefinite time ; but I 
believe they will, after a little while, be willing to engage 
for two or three years. 

My letter is unconnected. I enter matters as they occur, 
without studying coherence ; if you think them of any value 
you have full leave to communicate to your brethren of this 
Colony. 

I am, sir, with great and most sincere respect, your obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

To Mr. Gerry. 



Joseph Hawley. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read March 6, 1776.] 

Cambridge, February 18, 1776. 

Sir : The late freezing weather having formed some 
pretty strong ice from Dorchester- Point to Boston-Neck, 
and from Roxbury to the Common, thereby affording a more 
expanded, and, consequently, a less dangerous approach 
to the town. I could not help thinking, notwithstanding 
the Militia were not all come in, and we had little or no 
powder to begin our operation by a regular cannonade and 
bombardment, that a bold and resolute assault upon the 
troops in Boston, with such men as we had, (for it could 
not take many men to guard our own lines, at a lime when 
the enemy were attacked in all quarters,) might be crown- 
ed with success ; and, therefore, seeing no certain prospect 
of a supply of powder on the one hand, and a certain dis- 
solution of the ice on the other, I called the General Offi- 
cers together for their opinion, agreeably to the resolve of 
Congress, of the 22d December. The result will appear 
in the enclosed Council of War : and. being almost unani- 
mous, I must suppose to be right, although, from a thorough 
conviction of the necessity of attempting something against 
the Ministerial troops, before a reinforcement should arrive, 
and while we were favoured with the ice, I was not only 
ready, but willing and desirous of making the assault, under 
a firm hope, if the men would have stood by me, of a 
favourable issue, notwithstanding the enemy's advantage of 
ground, artillery, 8tc. Perhaps the irksomeness of my 
situation may have given different ideas to me, than those 
which influenced the gentlemen I consulted, and might 
have inclined me to put more to the hazard than was con- 
sistent with prudence. If it had, I am not sensible of it, 
as I endeavoured to give it all the consideration that a mat- 
ter of such importance required. 

True it is, and I cannot help acknowledging, that I have 
many disagreeable sensations on account of my situation ; 
for, to have the eyes of the whole Continent fixed, with 
anxious expectation of hearing of some great event, and to 
be restrained in every military operation for want of the 
necessary means of carrying it on, is not very pleasing, 
especially as the means used to conceal my weakness, from 
the enemy, conceals it also from our friends, and adds to 
their wonder. I do not utter this by way of complaint. 
1 am sensible that all that the Congress could do, they have 
done ; and I should feel most powerfully the weight of con- 
scious ingratitude, were I not to acknowledge this; but as 
we have accounts of the arrival of powder in Captain Ma- 
son, I would beg to have it sent on in the most expeditious 
manner, otherwise we not only lose all chance of the bene- 
fits resulting from the season, but of the Militia, which are 
brought in at a most enormous expense, upon a presump- 
tion that we should, long ere this, have been amply supplied 
with powder under the contracts entered into with the Com- 
mittee of Congress. The Militia, contrary to an express 
requisition, are come, and coming in, without ammunition ; 
to supply them alone with twenty-four rounds, which is less 
by three-fifths than the Regulars are served with, will take 
between fifty and sixty barrels of powder ; and to complete 
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the other troops, to the like quantity, will take near as much 
more, and leave in store not more than about sixty barrels, 
besides a few rounds of cannon-cartridges, ready filled, for 
use. This, sir, Congress may be assured is a true state of 
powder, and will, I hope, bear some testimony of my in- 
capacity for action in such a way as may do any essential 
service. 

February 21. — When I began this letter, I proposed to 
have sent it by express, but recollecting that all my late 
letters have been as expressive of my want of powder and. 
arms as I could paint them, and that Mr. Hooper was to 
set off" in a day or two, I thought it unnecessary to run the 
Continent to the expense of an express, merely to repeat 
what I had so often done before, when I am certain that Con- 
gress, knowing our necessities, will delay no time, that can 
possibly be avoided, in supplying them. My duty is offer- 
ed to Congress, and, with great respect and esteem, I have 
the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

George Washington. 

P. S. Hearing of the arrival of a small parcel of pow- 
der in Connecticut, I have been able to obtain three thou- 
sand weight of it, which is in addition to the sixty barrels 
before mentioned. G. W. 

At a Council of General Officers, held at Head-Quar- 
ters, in Cambridge, February 16, 1776. Present: His 
Excellency General Washington ; Major-Generals : Ward, 
Putnam ; Brigadier-Generals : Thomas, Heath, Spencer, 
Sullivan, Gates. 

His Excellency, the Commander-in-chief, informed the 
Council, that in consequence of the Resolutions of two 
Councils of War, held at this place, on the 16th and 18ih 
ultimo, he had applied to this Government, Connecticut, 
and New-Hampshire, for the Regiments then voted. That 
those Regiments were come, and coming in, and if com- 
plete, would amount, (officers included,) to seven thousand 
two hundred and eighty men. That the Regiments of the 
United Colonies, at these encampments, by Saturday's re- 
turn, amounted to eight thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-seven men fit for duty, besides officers, and one thousand 
four hundred and five men on command, which might be 
ordered to join their respective Regiments immediately. 
That our Stock of powder was so small as to afford but 
little aid from cannon and mortars ; and, therefore, that 
small-arms must be our principal reliance in any event, till 
a supply could be obtained. That in the state Boston 
harbour has been all this year, and now is, a bombardment 
might probably destroy the town, without doing much da- 
mage to the Ministerial troops within it, as there were trans- 
ports, wooded and watered, with a view, more than proba- 
ble, to take them in upon any sudden emergency, conse- 
quently, that might not produce the desired effect, if those 
transports were sufficient for the embarkation of the Army. 
That from the best intelligence which had been procured, 
the strength of the Army in Boston did not much exceed 
five thousand men, fit for duty. That considerable rein- 
forcements were expected, and, when arrived, they would 
undoubtedly endeavour to penetrate into the country, if 
their strength should be sufficient, or remove to some other 
part of the Continent, if not; and, thereby, greatly harass 
and fatigue our troops, by constant marching and counter- 
marching, for which, in the present situation of affairs, they 
neither were, nor could be provided. Therefore, that a 
stroke, well aimed, at this critical juncture, might put a final 
end to the w£r, and restore peace and tranquillity, so much 
to be wished for. 

For these reasons, and under these circumstances, and 
as part of Cambridge and Roxhiry Bays were so frozen 
as to admit an easier entry into the town of Boston than 
could be obtained, either by water or through the lines on 
the Neck, the General desired to know the sentiments of 
the General Officers respecting a general assault upon the 
town. 

The question being put, and their opinion demanded, 

Resolved, That an assault on the town of Boston, in the 
present circumstances o( the Continental Army, is, for the 
following reasons, judged improper: Because, it is the opi- 
nion of this Council, that the King's forces in Boston, com- 
prehending new-raised corps, and armed Tories, amount to 
a much larger number than five thousand, furnished with 



artillery, assisted by a fleet, and possessed of every advan- 
tage the situation of the place affords. The officers, in pro- 
portion to the number of men, are so many, that the troops 
there may be said, with propriety, to be doubly officered. 
Because our Army is at present very defective in the num- 
bers this Council declared to be sufficient for the purposes 
of offensive war ; and, also, deficient in arms to the amount 
of two thousand stand. The Militia ordered and expect- 
ed to be here, by the first of the month, are not more than 
half arrived, so that to assault the town of Boston, guard the 
works and stores, there remain only twelve thousand six 
hundred men, Militia, commissioned and non-commission- 
ed officers included, a force not more than sufficient to defend 
the lines and maintain the blockade. Because, it appears 
to the Council, by the report of a majority of the General's 
commanding Brigades, that upon discoursing with the Field- 
Officers of their respective Regiments upon the subject of 
an assault, they, in general, declared a disapprobation of the 
measure, as exceedingly doubtful. Because, if an assault 
should be found practicable and expedient at any lime, it 
was declared highly necessary, that it should, for some days, 
be preceded by a cannonade and bombardment. 

His Excellency the Commander-in-chief, then required 
the opinion of the Council, whether it would be advisable 
to begin a cannonade and bombardment, with the present 
stock of powder? 

Resolved, That a cannonade and bombardment will be 
expedient and advisable, as soon as there shall be a proper 
supply of powder, and not before; and that, in the mean 
time, preparations should be made to take possession of 
JJorchester- Hill, with a view of drawing out the enemy, 
and of Noddle's Island, if the situation of the water, and 
other circumstances will admit of it. 

A Return of the Cartridges for Cannon in possession of 
the Regiment of Artillery. 
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* One barrel fine Powder. 

Errors excepted. 

Henry Knox, Colonel Reg. Artillery. 
Cambridge, February 19, 1776. 



Return of Musket- Cartridges. 
In Magazine on IVinter-Hill, - - - - - 



76,128 
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In Magazine at Prospect-Hill, 
At Captain Crafts, - - - - 
In Store, ------- 



48,800 
3,108 
8,484 



136,520 

Errors excepted. 

Ezekiel Cheeteb, Com. Artillery. 

Cambridge, February 8, 1776. 

N. B. The above is exclusive of what may be at Rox- 
lury. 

Return of Ammunition delivered from January 23^ to 
February 17/A, 1776. 
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Powder in Magazine at Roxbury, 
Do. do. Winter-Hill, 



32J barrels. 
HOf " 



143 barrels. 
Errors excepted. 

Ezekiel Cheever, Com. Artillery. 

Cambridge, February 18, 1776. 

N. B. I have on hand seventeen barrels powder, about 
three hundred and fifty horns, (half pound powder in each,) 
and nine thousand musket-cartridges, of sorts. 

Ezekiel Cheever, Com. Artillery. 

SURRY COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee held for Surry County, at Mr. Francis 
Mor eland's, on Monday, the 19th February, 1776. 

Ordered, That no person, or persons, remove from any 
landing in this County any commodity, of any kind what- 
soever, without first obtaining a permit, signed by three of 
the members of this Committee, for removing the same ; 
and that the Clerk of this Committee do transmit a copy 
of this Order to Mr. Purdic, to be published in his paper. 

John Wesson, Clerk. 



CHARLES CARROLL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Mount-Clare, February 19, 1776. 

Gentlemew : I had this morning some conversation with 
Doctor Weesenthall, and enclosed I send you what he wrote 
me in consequence of it. I do not recollect that we have 
any power, on removal of the troops, to increase his sa- 
lary. 



The drugs are, he tells me, valued at one hundred and 
fifty pounds, currency, on the fust cost. 

1 mentioned to him that, as he might have occasion for 
some assistants, and there were many young gentlemen 
that offered themselves, we expected he would examine 
them, and pitch on such as he thought best qualified, which 
he agreed to do. I think, therefore, that it may not be 
improper to send him the names of such as stand on the list. 
As we have some men in Annapolis that were taken by Col- 
onel Smallicood and Captain Thomas, for the Annapolis 
Artillery Company, 1 thought it would be necessary they 
should have some officer of that company to overlook 
them, and spoke to Captain Fullford to go to Annapolis, 
as soon as he possibly could, or to send his Second Lieu- 
tenant, Mr. Massenbaugh. As it was not convenient for 
Captain Fullford to go immediately, he told me he would 
send that gentleman. 

Mr. Harrison has since been with me, and from him I 
understand that the gentlemen of the Committee of Balti- 
more town find that gentleman very necessary to them in 
erecting their fortification, and would be extremely glad his 
attendance at Annapolis could be for some time dispensed 
with. 1 know of no expedient we carv fall upon to spare 
him to them for any time, but by directly appointing the 
Third Lieutenant for the Annapolis Company, as some 
officer will certainly be wanting to take care of the men 
now in the city. Pray let me know your determination on 
this head, and I will immediately acquaint the gentlemen 
with it. 1 have consented that Mr. Massenbaugh should 
stay at Baltimore town till I hear from you. 

I am, most respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient, hum- 
ble servant, „ „ 

Charles Carroll. 

To the Honourable Council of Safety. 



Q.UEEN ANNE S COUNTY COMMITTEE TO MARTLAND COUNCIL 

OF SAFETY. 

In Committee of Correspondence, Queen Anne's County, ) 

February 19, 1776. J 

May it please your Honours : The Minute-Compa- 
ny of this County, consisting of eighty men, marched the 
3d instant ; and by letters from Captain Kent, the com- 
mander, dated Snow-Hill, February 9, 1776, is the fol- 
lowing : 1 was always flattered that our orders and ammu- 
nition were lodged here, but find there is neither. The 
Convention have so managed matters as to distress me ex- 
ceedingly. We find there is no provision made for camp 
equipage, such as cooking utensils, &c; that no person 
is authorized to pay the men their wages, nor any provi- 
sion made for getting back when relieved, which the Con- 
vention recommended to be at the end of eight weeks after 
our encampment, not considering that these men enrolled 
only till the first day of March. I believe a request or 
recommendation from the Convention, to stay eight weeks, 
would be agreeable, provided proper accommodations were 
procured ; but when ordered to stay six weeks longer than 
they enrolled for, is looked upon as a stretch of power, and 
taking from us what we are contending for — liberty. It is 
reckoned to be from one hundred to one hundred and ten 
miles from Hanson's to this place ; and, we are told, it is 
about eighty miles farther to Northampton Court-House, 
near which, it is imagined, we shall encamp. I have seen 
Mr. Probate, our Commissary, who has nothing to do for 
us, only to procure the provisions agreeable to a bill of fare 
made out for the troops by the Congress or Convention ; 
utensils for cooking, &ic, we must send, or go without. 
This expense will be too heavy for me, as I expect one 
hundred pounds will not carry us down ; many of the poor 
young men are barefooted, and I am obliged to advance 
the money, or leave thern behind. I have, also, paid five 
or six pounds for repairs to our fire-locks, such as were ab- 
solutely necessary. 

We hope the necessary steps will be taken to relieve 
our brave countrymen from their difficulties, and as speedi- 
ly, too, as it can possibly be done. 

We are, your obedient, humble servants, 

Thomas Wright, 
Turbutt Wright, 
Solomon Wright. 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 
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PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL LEE. 

Philadelphia, February 19, 1776. 

Sir: 1 have the honour to enclose you sundry resolu- 
tions of Congress, by which you will perceive it is the de- 
sire of Congress that you should repair to Canada and 
take upon you the command of the Army of the United 
Colonies in that Province. 

I need not mention the importance of the trust reposed 
in you, and the happy effects it will have in securing the 
liberty of America. If you should be so fortunate as to 
drive our enemies — the enemies of liberty and the rights 
of mankind, out of it, I heartily pray that the Disposer of 
events may grant you success equal to your merits and 
zeal. 

As you will want battering cannon, which are not to be 
had in that Province, you are to apply to the Convention, 
or Committee of Safety of New- York, to whom, by this 
opportunity, I send the recommendation of Congress to 
supply you with twelve, such as you shall judge most suit- 
able, and some mortars, if they have or can procure them, 
with balls, shells and other necessaries, and also to assist 
you in forwarding them. 

Eight tons of powder are now on the way to Albany for 
the forces in Canada; and as a very considerable quantity 
of saltpetre is sent to the mills of Mr. Wisner and Mr. 
Livingston, should there be occasion for more, you will 
be supplied from thence. 

You will readily perceive the necessity of conferring with 
General Schuyler, and, with him, consulting on the best 
method of having necessaries conveyed to you across the 
Lakes. The Congress have a full confidence that you will 
co-operate in securing the possession of the Lakes, and 
mutually assisting each other, as occasion may require, and, 
as far as in your power, give mutual aid in supporting the 
cause of freedom and liberty. 

i expect the Deputies will, in a short time, be ready to 
proceed to Canada. 

I am, with every sentiment of esteem, sir, your most 

obedient, humble servant, T tr d -j * 

' ' John Hancock, President. 

To the Honourable Major-General Lee. 

P. S. Your favour respecting the departure of the ships 
from New-York, and your conjectures as to their designs, 
is just come to hand, and shall be laid before Congress. 

In Congress, February 15, 1776. 

Bcsolved, That a Committee of three, two of whom to 
be Members of Congress, be appointed to proceed to Ca- 
nada, there to pursue such instructions as shall be given 
them by Congress. 

The Members chosen, Doctor Franklin, Mr. £. Chase, 
and Mr. C. Carroll, of Carrollton. 

That eight tons of Powder be immediately sent to Ca- 
nada, for the use of the forces there. 

February 17, 1776. 

Resolved, That Major-General Lee be directed imme- 
diately to repair to Canada and take upon him the com- 
mand of the Army of the United Colonies in that Pro- 
vince. 

That Major- General Schuyler be directed to repair, as 
soon as his health will permit, to New- York, and take the 
command of the forces, and conduct the military opera- 
tions there, and that the President inform him, by express, 
of this arrangement, and the reasons that led to it. 

That it be recommended to the Convention or Commit- 
tee of Safety, at New-York, to supply General Lee with 
a quantity of suitable cannon, not exceeding twelve, and 
one or more mortars, if to be had, with balls, shells and 
other necessaries, for the siege or assault of Qiicbeclc, and 
that they assist him in forwarding the same, with all possi- 
ble expedition. 

That the Regiment of Canadians, the raising of which 
is mentioned in Brigadier-General Arnold's letter. of the 
12th January last, to have been set on foot by him, receive 
the same pay and be subject to the same regulations as the 
other forces employed in Canada, and be accounted part 
of the number designed to be raised for that service. 

That the appointment of Captain Rensselaer, to be De- 
puty Mustermaster-General of the forces in Canada, be 
confirmed. 



That the appointment of John Halsted, to be Commis- 
sary of the Army before Quebeck, be confirmed. 

That the officers in the Continental armies be enjoined 
to use their utmost diligence in preventing every kind of 
plunder, and that all who shall ofFend herein, be punished 
according to the strictest discipline. 

That the resolves of Congress, for encouraging Sutlers 
to attend the Army in Canada, be published, with the 
information that hosiery, shoes, coarse linens, soap, rum, 
sugar and wine, are much wanted there. 

That a few artificers, such as armourers, smiths, carpen- 
ters, harness-makers, and wheelwrights, with proper per- 
sons to superintend them, be forthwith sent to Canada. 

Extracts from the Minutes : 

Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

By order of Congress : 

John Hancock, President. 



GENERAL LEE TO. GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

New- York, February 19, 1776. 

Dear General: I am extremely happy that there is 
any opening for a more comfortable establishment for poor 
Palfrey than his present. He is a valuable and capable 
man, and the pittance of a simple Aid-de-campship is 
wretched for a man who has a family to support. On this 
principle and in obedience to your commands, I shall send 
him to Head-Quarters without delay. 1 must, at the same 
time, confess, that the loss will be irreparable to me, par- 
ticularly if 1 am detached to Canada, of which there is 
the greatest probability, as I have received letters from di- 
vers members of the Congress, expressing their wishes that 
I should be employed in that department. Messrs. Grif- 
fin and Byrd are very good young men, but pretty much 
in the predicament of your Bayler. They can ride, un- 
derstand, and deliver verbal orders; but you might as well 
set them to the task of translating an Arabkk ox Irish 
manuscript, as expect that they should, in half a day, copy 
a half sheet of orders. However, I must bustle through 
the difficulties and not keep Palfrey out of the channel of 
a better provision. If I go to Canada, I suppose I shall 
be allowed Secretaries, one French and one English. I 
do not see how it is possible to manage matters with less. 
Appropos : my dear General, if this is to be my province, 
shall you take it ill if I apply for one, of my two Briga- 
diers, either Greene or Sullivan 1 It is a pleasure to have 
some officer about us in. whom we can place confidence. 

The ships-of-war which were here have been frightened 
away. The Asia lies between Nutter's and Bedljpe's Is- 
land ; the Dutchess of Gordon, with his Excellency Go- 
vernour Tryon, is under, her stern ; the Phenixjs stationed 
a league below the Narrows; the Mercury and General 
Clinton must inevitably fall into the hands of our fleet, un- 
less they are fast asleep. We have taken strong hold of 
Hell-gate, so that the passage betwixt Long-Island and 
the continent is absolutely blocked up to the enemy. 

I wait for some more force, to prepare a post or retrenched 
encampment on Long-Island, opposite to the city, for three 
thousand men. This is, I think, a capital object ; for should 
the enemy take possession of JVeu>- York when Long-Is- 
land is in our hands, they will find it almost impossible to 
subsist. The Jerseys are too well manned, and Connecti- 
cut, we know, will not furnish them with any thing. Wltat 
to do with the city, I own, puzzles me; it is so encircled 
with deep, navigable water, that whoever commands the 
sea must command the town. To-morrow I shall begin to 
dismantle that part of the fort next the tovyn, to prevent its 
being converted into a citadel. 1 shall barrier the princi- 
pal streets, and at least if I cannot make it a Continental 
garrison, it shall be a disputable field of battle. .,.._.„, 

Enclosed I send you a return of the good and indifferent 
pieces of cannon. The number of the bad, (those I mean 
totally unfit for service,) are, I believe, about sixty. As 
no Commissary of Stores has been appointed until. this in- 
stant, it is impossible to give you a return of the other.stores 
by this post, but you shall have it by the next. Lord 
Stirling is a great acquisition. He is a most zealous, ac- 
tive and accurate officer. 

A captain of a ship from Cadiz, who is a very intelli- 
gent person, tells us that Lord Howe and Captain Barring- 
ton, or Admiral Barrington are appointed Commissioners 
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to propose terms to the Congress : this be bad from the 
Consul Hardy. What danm'd fools the Ministers are? 

How does your recruiting go on for the standing Army ? 
Be so good as to tell Gates, to whom 1 shall write by the 
next post, that Mr. Nourse enclosed no letters for him. 

If little Eustace is not provided for in your Army, and I 
should go to Canada, I think he bad better be sent to me, 
and 1 will consign him to his uncle. 

I am got quit of my gout and fever, but Temain extreme- 
ly weak and tender. God preserve you, my dear General, 
from all disorders, at least until we have trampled Satan 
under our feet. 

My love to Mrs. Washington and all the ladies. 

Adieu. Yours, most faithfully, Chahles Lee. 



LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read February 22, 1776.] 

New-York, February 19, 1776. 

Sir: On the 4th instant I informed you of my having 
received General Lee's orders to march with my regiment 
to this place. I accordingly marched the next morning, 
with four companies, from Elizabethtown, and arrived here 
the next day, as soon as the ice permitted us to cross Hud- 
son's River; the other four companies followed the next 
day, from Amboy and Brunswick. 

Your most agreeable letter, of the 2d instant, I received 
on the 9th instant, enclosing the resolve of Congress of the 
29th of January, which gives me more real pleasure and 
satisfaction than any incident I ever met with. 

1 now send you enclosed copies of the measures I imme- 
diately took to carry into execution the orders of Congress 
relative to the ship Blue-Mountain-Valley, and of Mr. 
Blanchard's letter to me, in answer to the one I wrote him, 
by which the Congress will see the present situation of 

at ship. I wish they would give full instructions to John 
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De Hah, Esq., and Mr. John Blanchard, what to do with 
her and her cargo, as my situation here will prevent my 
paying any attention to her. 

When I arrived at this place, I expected to have found 
a Continental Commissary of Provisions, who would have 
provided my regiment with provisions, but there being no 
such officer here, with General Lee's approbation, 1 di- 
rected my Quartermaster to furnish the regiment with pro- 
visions, as nearly as possible agreeable to the ration fixed 
by Congress, and to do it with all the economy possible ; 
he has hitherto purchased provisions with his own money, 
and such as be could borrow; but as that resource must 
soon fail, I must beg the Congress will, as soon as possible, 
give the necessary directions relative to this point. I have 
wrote Colonel Lowrey on this head, and have informed 
him of our situation, that he may take the necessary steps 
to relieve us, in case he is empowered by Congress. 

I have the honour to be, your most humble servant, 

Stirling. 
To the Honourable John Hancock. 

Monday Evening.— The Asia remains in the Bay, about 
two miles below the town, with the Dutchess, Sic. The 
Phenix, it is said, lies between the Narrows and Sandy- 
Hook; the wind east. 

New-York, February 9, 1776. 

Sir : It gives me great pleasure and satisfaction to have 
it in my power to transmit to you a resolve of the Conti- 
nental Congress, which does so much justice to the gen- 
tlemen of Elizabethtown, who assisted me in taking the 
ship Blue- Mountain- Valley, and, consequently, to the Com- 
mittee of that town, who encouraged and directed that re- 
inforcement ; the resolve, of which the enclosed is a copy, 
I received this evening. 

1 now send orders to Mr. Blanchard, conformable to the 
directions I have received from the Congress, which, 1 have 
not the least doubt, will be faithfully carried into execution. 
I now, also, send to Brigadier-General Livingston a copy 
of some further directions I have received from the Con- 
gress, which he will communicate to you, which, I doubt 
not, your Committee will give him their best assistance, if 
necessary, to carry punctually into execution. 

I take this opportunity of requesting of you, sir, to give 
my best thaiiks to the Committee of Elizabethtown, hi 



their readiness, at all times, to assist me in carrying on the 
service under my direction, while I was at that place, and 
to the inhabitants in general, for the many instances of 
confidence and friendship 1 have received from them. 
I have the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant. 

StIRI iup 

Robert Ogden, Esq. 

New-York, February 9, 1776. 

My dear Sir: I now send you, enclosed, a copy of a 
letter I this morning received from Mr. Hancock, and, 
also, a copy of the resolves therein mentioned. I here- 
with send directions to Mr. John Blanchard, to make sale 
of the perishable commodities on board of the ship Blue- 
Mountain- Valley, for the use of the Congress, until further 
orders from them. I have directed Mr. Blanchard to con- 
sult with yourself and Mr. John De Hart, in carrying both 
the resolves and letters strictly into execution. I must beg 
the favour of you and Mr. De Hart to give him your 
best advice and assistance for that purpose. Be pleased to 
communicate to Captain Dempster that part of the letter 
which relates to him. And as the crowd of business here 
prevents my sending Mr. Blanchard copies of the resolves 
and letter, I must beg the favour of you to furnish him 
with copies of them. 

General Lee recovers his health fast. I have been 
abroad some hours with him this day. His vigilance and 
judgment, 1 hope, will put all right here. 

I am, with great affection and esteem, yours, Sic. 

Stirling. 
To Brigadier-General Livingston. 

New-York, February 9, 1776. 

Dear Sir: I now send to Brigadier-General Living- 
ston the orders of Congress relative to the ship Blue- 
Mountain- Valley, which he will communicate to you, and 
furnish copies of. I must desire you will take the whole 
matters of that ship and cargo, stores and adventures, into 
your management, and carry the orders and directions of 
Congress relative to them, strictly into execution ; and in 
so doing, I must desire you will consult with, and take the 
advice of General Livingston and John De Hart, Esquire. 
Be pleased to order the enclosed letters to be delivered. 

I am, your friend and most humble servant, 

Stirling. 
To John Blanchard, Esq. 

Elizabethtown, February 15, 1776. 

Dear Sir : I received your favour of the 9th, and should 
have answered it before this, but have been the most of 
my time from home. I have acquainted you I cannot pos- 
sibly undertake the charge of the whole matters of the ship 
Blue-Mountain- Valley, as there is a number of our militia 
think themselves concerned in the prize, and some of them 
are very clamorous, and some others, (who do not choose to 
show themselves,) to set them on, will make it too disa- 
greeable for me ; but, whenever any thing is sold, 1 will, if 
in my power, attend and take an account, which I will ac- 
quaint your Lordship of from time to time, and will give 
you an account of every thing that has come out of the 
ship, which has come to my knowledge. The potatoes 
are all rotten, and will not turn out any thing at all. We 
are now raising men to go to Staten- Island, as we hear 
there is two or three vessels off the Hook. 

I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

John Blanchard. 

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling. 

New- York, February 19, 1776. 
Dear Sir: I informed you some days ago of my being 
here with my regiment, by orders I received from General 
Lee ; and that I found neither Commissary nor Paymaster 
at this place, and that I had, therefore, ordered my Quar- 
termaster to provide provisions for my regiment, as nearly 
as possible agreeable to the ration allowed by Congress. 
The Quartermaster has accordingly hitherto provided the 
regiment, by purchasing provisions with his own money; 
but as that is all expended, I am afraid we shall be soon 
thrown into very great confusion on that account, and must, 
therefore, desire you will immediately furnish Mr. Halsted 
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with a sum of money sufficient to pay off what he has 
already expended ; and, also, sufficient to lay in a stock of 
provision for the future use of the regiment while it can be 
had in plenty, for the supply of this place is not as it used 
to be, and, therefore, if you can send a supply of both beef 
and pork, barrelled, it would be very proper. Mr. Halsted 
should, also, be supplied with money to pay for the haver- 
sacks, knapsacks, canteens, camp-kettles, cross-belts, toma- 
hawks, and axes, ordered by Congress. As all these mat- 
ters are now at a stand for want of the money, as osna- 
burghs is to be got, I have ordered the Quartermaster to 
provide beds for the whole regiment, in order to return 
those we have borrowed and brought away from the bar- 
racks in New-Jersey. I wish the Congress may continue 
the providing of my regiment, in your hands, both with 
provisions and pay, and all the small articles allowed, or I 
much fear there will be confusion. I hope you will take 
care to have the money ready here for the next month's 
pay by the first of March, as the men are still in great want 
of necessaries, and are in a place that is very expensive, 
and, consequently, they will be clamorous for it. 
I am, your most humble servant, 

To Colonel Lowrey. 



Stirling. 



MAJOR ROGERS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New- York, February 19, 1776. 

Sir : Business of a private nature, and such only as re- 
spects myself and creditors, renders my attendance on 
board the Dutchess of Gordon indispensably necessary. 
As I am soliciting grants for several tracts of land, within 
this Province, I shall be obliged, frequently, to attend the 
Governour and Council, to facilitate those grants. I shall 
be greatly obliged to you, if you will be so obliging as to 
mention these matters to the gentlemen of the Congress, 
in order that I may obtain a permit to go on board the Go- 
vernour's ship, at any time when my business may require 
my attendance. 

I am, sir, your very humble servant, 

Robert Rogers. 
To Colonel Woodward, President of the Honourable Pro- 
vincial Congress for the Province of New- York. 



To the Honourable Provincial Congress of New- York. 

The Petition o/William and Thomas Cock, o/Oyster- 
Bay, in Queen's County, humbly showeth: 
That we, your petitioners, are inhabitants of said Coun- 
ty; and that at. the last election of Deputies, for the Pro- 
vincial Congress, we opposed the electing of Deputies for 
said County, since .which we are convinced of our error, 
and think it was absolutely necessary that there should be 
a representation of said County in Provincial Congress, 
and that your petitioners did not oppose the choice of said 
Deputies, from any desire or inclination of injuring this 
country, but was owing entirely to error in judgment ; and 
that your petitioners are ready to obey all orders and re- 
commendations of the Continental and Provincial Con- 
gress. Your petitioners, therefore, desire, that your hon- 
ourable body will take our case into consideration, and 
grant us such relief, in the present case, as to you shall 

seem meet. „, >_, 

William Cock, 

Thomas Cock. 
New-York, February 19, 1776. 



New-York, February 19, 1776. 

Wednesday last, February 14th, his Excellency, our Go- 
vernour, was pleased to appoint Whitehead Hicks, Esq., 
one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of this Province. 

Mr. Hicks having, at the same time, surrendered the 
office of Mayor of this city, his Excellency was pleased to 
appoint David Matthews, Esq., to that office; and last 
Friday they were both qualified to act in their respective 
stations. 



am exceedingly happy at the measures adopted in the city 
of New-York since Genera! Lee's arrival. The defence- 
less state of that place, which left Hudson's River for a 
considerable way up much exposed to insults from the ene- 
my, had given me great pain, especially as the city of New- 
York contains so many Malignants. 

The measure of appointing a Regimental Paymaster, 
which you have adopted, will be attended with vast bene- 
fit to the service. I mentioned it to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Duel when here, and I intend that every regiment in this 
quarter shall have one. 

The Jersey and Pennsylvania troops, that are on their 
way to Canada, were so vastly deficient in arms and ac- 
coutrements, that they have already deprived me of many 
intended for Colonel BurreWs corps ; I hope, nevertheless, 
to be able to furnish those I promised, as I have persons 
employed in purchasing others. 

Captain Baldwin has just arrived from Canada; all 
was well there eight days ago. 

The Paymaster-General informs me he cannot complete 
the rolls of some of the troops raised in Connecticut, as 
no account has been given of the men discharged by Ge- 
neral Wooster. To remedy this, I have requested him to 
make an estimate of what is still due, and that I would 
give him directions to pay it to the gentlemen of your ta- 
ble, to pay off the men, and to render the accounts and 
pay-rolls to him, that I may give warrants on them for 
his vouchers. Colonel Mott and Captain Starr, were, by 
mistake, paid a dollar a week for billeting, which was the 
allowance this Colony made. Congress has not made any 
allowance for that service; but, as it was reasonable it 
should be paid, 1 determined to pay the Colonial allow- 
ance, and leave it to the Colonies to charge or give credit 
for the difference, as the case may be, when Congress shall 
have determined the allowance. You will be pleased to 
signify this to the Pay-Table, that they may govern them- 
selves accordingly, and call upon Colonel Molt for the dif- 
ference. 

I am, with great respect and esteem, your Honour's 

most obedient, humble servant, „ „ 

Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable Governour Trumbull. 

P. MOREATJ TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, February 19, 1776. 

My General : I take the liberty to write to you, to ac- 
quaint you that I am charged with a letter for you from 
Mr. De Santerre, Captain of Grenadiers, now at Cape 
Francois, in the Island of San- Domingo, by which you 
will see his intention concerning these Colonies. I have 
sent this letter to Governour Cooke, who promised to send 
it to you immediately. I am much afraid that he has not 
explained his sense in these letters. I have determined to 
remark in mine, that he has made no mention of the quan- 
tity of powder which he makes account to send ; but here 
is what he told me on this subject: 

If in case you accept of his offer of service to come here, 
and that you will have the complaisance to write to him, 
before receipt of your letter, he intended writing to France, 
to have twenty thousand weight of powder: eight days be- 
fore my departure, he had sent for ten thousand pounds, 
which will probably arrive within a month or six weeks 
from this time. 

You cannot, sir, be acquainted with this gentleman, who 
must be very useful in this country, from his knowledge in 
war. He has served, with great credit, twenty-four years, 
in France; he has acquired the Cross of St. Louis; he 
does not wish to come to this country to make a fortune, 
for he enjoys an ample one in France, of one hundred and 
fifty thousand livres, close to the water : his intention is to 
gain honour. This, sir, is his aim, which will probably fix 
him for the rest of his days in the rank of one of your 
citizens, if his life is not sacrificed in your service. 

I have the honour to be, &c, T , ,, 

' ' P. MoLEAU. 

To General Washington. _ 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

A!b:i "y. February 19, 1776. Cambridge, February 19, 1776. 

Sir: I am honoured with your favour of I4th instant, Dear Sir: I am a little surprised and concerned, to 
enclos.ng the copy of General Lee's letter of the 17th. I hear of your moving to Colonel Royal's house. I thought 
Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 76 
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you knew that I had made a point of bringing General Lee 
from thence, on account of the distance from his line of 
command ; at least, that he should not sleep there. The 
same reasons holding good with respect to yourself, I 
should be glad if you could get some place nearer, as I 
think it too hazardous to trust the left wing of our Army 
without a General Officer upon the spot, in cases of emer- 
gency. I do not wish you to return to your old house ; 
any other tolerably convenient will satisfy me, and I am 
siife be pleasing to yourself, as I know you would not 
Easily forgive yourself if any thing wrong should happen 
for want of your presence on any sudden call. 

I am, with great esteem, dear sir, your most obedient 

servant, „ w 

• George Washington. 

Tp Brigadier-General Sullivan. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, February 19, 1776. 

Sir: I am grieved to find that, instead of six or eight 
thousand weight of powder, which 1 fondly expected to 
receive from Providence, payable to your letter, I am likely 
to get only four thousand two hundred and seventeen 
pounds, including the three thousand weight belonging to 
this Province, (if to be had.) My situation in respect to 
this article is really distressing ; and, while common pru- 
dence obliges me to keep my want of it concealed, to avoid 
a discovery thereof to the enemy, I feel the bad effect of that 
concealment from our friends ; for, not believing our dis- 
tress equal to what it really is, they withhold such small 
supplies as are in their power to give. I am so restrained 
in all my military movements, for want of these necessary 
supplies, that it is impossible to undertake any thing effec- 
tual ; an J whilst 1 am fretting at my own disagreeable situ- 
ation, the world, I suppose, is not behind-hand in censuring 
my inactivity. A golden opportunity has been lost, per- 
haps not to be regained again this year. 
i The late freezing weather had formed some pretty strong 
ice from Dorchester to Boston-Neck, and from Roxbury 
to the Common, which would have afforded a less danger- 
ous approach to the town than through the lines, or by 
water. The advantages of this, added to a thorough con- 
viction of the importance of destroying the Ministerial 
troops in Boston, before they can be reinforced, and to a 
belief that a bold and resolute assault, aided, in some small 
degree, by artillery and mortars, might be crowned with 
success, I proposed the attempt, a day or two ago, to the 
(General Officers, but they thought, and perhaps rightly, 
that such an enterprise, in our present weak state of men, 
(for the Militia are not yet half arrived,) and deficiency of 
powder, would be attended with too much hazard, and, 
|herefore, that we had better wait the arrival of the last, 
and then to begin a bombardment in earnest. 

This matter is mentioned to you in confidence. Your 
zeal, activity, and attachment to the cause, renders it unne- 
cessary to conceal it from you. Our real stock of powder, 
vvhi.ch, after furnishing the Militia, (unfortunately coming 
til without, and will require upwards of fifty barrels,) and 
completing our other troops to twenty-four rounds a man, 
(which are less, by one-half, than the Regulars have,) and 
haying a few rounds of cannon-cartridges fitted for imme- 
diate use, will leave us not more than one hundred barrels 
jn store for the greatest emergency, inclusive of the four 
[housand .two hundred and seventeen pounds from Provi- 
dence, (if we get it.) 

! This, my dear sir, is melancholy, but it is a truth ; and, 
at , the same time that it may serve to convey some idea 
of my disagreeable feelings under a knowledge of it, will 
gVince the necessity of vigorous exertions to throw, with- 
out delay, every ounce that can be procured into this camp ; 
otherwise, the great expense of sending in the Militia will 
be entirely sunk, without any possible good resulting from 
it, but much evil, as they will contribute not a little to the 
consumption of our ammunition, &,c, &c. 

For want, perhaps, of better information, I cannot help 
giving it as my opinion, that, at a time when our military 
operations are entirely at a stand, for want of powder, prin- 
cipally, and arms, it is inconsistent with good policy to 
hoard up town stocks of either. Better it is to fight an 
£nemy at a distance than at our door, Prudence, indeed, 



points out the expediency of providing for private, as well 
as publick exigencies ; but, if both are not to be done, J 
should think there can be no hesitation in the choice, as 
the Army now raised, and supported at a considerable ex- 
pense, can be of little use if it is not sufficient to prevent 
an enemy from disturbing the quiet of the interior towns of 
these Governments. I am, Stc. 

George Washington. 
To Governour Trumbull. 



JOSIAH QUINCY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Braintroe, February 19, 1776. 

May it rLEASE your Excellency: Since the sudden 
and unexpected burning of the houses upon Dorchester- 
Neck, I have been repeatedly and earnestly solicited, by 
my distressed friends and neighbours, to make an humble 
representation to your Excellency, that our habitations are 
equally exposed to be destroyed by our enemies, whenever 
their malice shall stimulate them to make us feel the effects 
of the unrelenting vengeance of the " Royal Brute of Eng- 
land." Could your Excellency have spared time to make 
us happy in a visit, and taken a view of this part of our 
harbour, you would have been immediately sensible of the 
ease with which an excursion may be made from the Cas- 
tle, either upon Squantum-Neck or the Main, where, be- 
fore a sufficient force could be collected to repel them, our 
enemies might rob us of our provision, bum our houses, 
murder or captivate the inhabitants who could not escape, 
and retreat again to the Castle, in less than an hour, as it 
is not distant more than a league. Your Excellency would 
also have seen two line-of-battle-ships, one frigate, and 
about fifteen large transports, which have been above six 
weeks past in Nantasket-Road, besides ten or a dozen 
armed cruisers which are constantly going out in pursuit 
of our privateers, or coming in with their captures, or ex- 
pected transports, under their convoy. 

If our Army should take post upon Dorchester-Neck, 
have we not reason to apprehend the shores will be at- 
tacked, from a spirit of revenge ? Certainly, such a fleet 
can easily spare, and have boats enough to transport, four 
or five hundred men, who may (and when the irresistible 
impulses of hunger, or thirst for blood, inspires them with 
sufficient courage, I fear will) land and ravage along shore ' 
for miles, any force we have, at present, to oppose them, 
notwithstanding. Our circumstances are peculiarly un- 
happy, and in a very striking manner resemble the de- 
plorable condition of those miserable wretches who, in the 
last war, inhabited our frontier settlements, where they 
were every moment exposed to the incursions of a savage 
and barbarous enemy; with this difference in their favour, 
that, from early life, they were familiar with want, and 
inured to hardships: whereas, if we should be reduced to 
the dreadful necessity of abandoning our habitations, our 
lands must lie uncultivated, our stocks of cattle and sheep 
must perish, for want of food and care, and, what will be 
an aggravation of our misery, we must fly for an asylum 
to our fellow-citizens, whose houses are already crowded 
with inhabitants who have fled lo them for refuge, and, 
having charitably supported their suffering brethren, are 
themselves become poor. Suffer not, therefore, such a 
misfortune to befall us, if it is in your Excellency's power 
to prevent it. 

I am not only earnestly entreated, but the prayers and 
tears of my most tender connexions constrain me, to im- 
plore your Excellency's immediate protection. Where 
shall we (indeed, where can we) go for relief, but to you, 
sir? The whole force of the Continent is under your 
command, and at your disposal. Let us not, therefore, 
plead in vain for that help which is no where else to be 
found. We beseech you to grant us protection before it is 
too late, which we fear it will be, if not speedily granted. 

We are informed that some of the new-raised troops are 
destitute of barracks. There are barracks at Squanlum 
sufficient for four or five hundred men. Such a guard, we 
hope, would securely defend us, especially if a number of 
boats were allowed them to parade in the Bay, when the 
weather will permit, as such a manoeuvre would probably 
intimidate the enemy from landing, lest their retreat should 
be cut off; besides, the same boats would be ready, upon 
any sudden emergency, to transport them elsewhere. 
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As your Excellency can have no reason to doubt the 
truth of the foregoing representation of our distressed cir- 
cumstances, we rest assured the benevolence of your dis- 
position will cause them to be duly attended to. 

That your Excellency's success may be equal to the 
importance of the trust reposed in you, and your future 
Fame in the annals of America equal to both, is the ardent 
and unalterable wish of your Excellency's faithful servant, 

JOSIAH QuiNCY. 



COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Roxbury Camp, February 19, 1776. 

Honoured Sir: If a fair occasion should present itself, 
in the course of your correspondence with our worthy Com- 
mander-in-chief, and you should think proper to mention 
Major Chester as a fit person to fill any suitable place that 
may be vacant in the Army, I think it will serve our cause, 
and oblige the General, who is very desirous that persons 
of character and military spirit should be nominated for 
officers. Many of a very different spirit have, by some 
means or other, got into the Army. 

The sickness which, for three weeks past, has much pre- 
vailed in our camp, and been very mortal, is now abating. 
Every now and then, some one breaks out with the small- 
pox, but this has not been mortal. 

Three of our sentries, who were taken by the enemy, in 
their late excursion to Dorchesler-Point, were brought 
out by a flag of truce, and delivered up to us, this day. 
The others who were made prisoners at the same time, 
the officers on the lines say, do not choose to come out ; 
but why they have permitted any to return to us, is a mat- 
ter of speculation. 

A vessel, from the [Vest- Indies to this Continent, has 
been lately cast away on Cape-Cod; cargo and people 
saved. Among them is a gentleman, who says he is a 
Prussian officer, and is lately from France; appears to be 
well acquainted with the history of our times ; says the 
French papers are full of the American affairs, and that 
every success of ours gives them joy. 

The bearer, whom I should have mentioned in the be- 
ginning of my letter, is Mr. Hooper, of North-Carolina, 
one of the Delegates of Congress, an old and particular 
acquaintance of brother Jonathan's. 

Jedediah Huntington. 
To Governour Trumbull. 

SALEM COMMITTEE TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL. 

Committee of Safety and Correspondence, ? 
Salem, February 19, 1776. \ 

May it please your Honours : The Committee of 
Safely and Correspondence of this town beg leave to re- 
present to your Honours, that about the 24th day of Janu- 
ary last, the sloop Rainbow, Lemuel Perkins, master, 
loaded with wood, was taken by one of our privateers, 
commanded by Captain Tucker, upon a suspicion that she 
was bound to Boston, and carried into Cape-Ann. Upon 
her arrival there, the master produced a certificate in his 
favour from the Committee of Safety of Newcastle, upon 
which, and his solemn declaration that he was bound for 
Salem, he and his vessel were released and suffered to pro- 
ceed on his voyage. That soon after his departure from 
Cape-Ann, he was taken, as he says, by a British man-of- 
war and carried into Boston, where his cargo of wood was 
sold, which done, he was proceeding with his vessel to the 
Eastern-Shore, but, meeting with contrary winds, he put 
into this harbour, and came to anchor under cover of the 
guns of the Fort. 

Upon the Committee having information thereof, they 
apprehended it to be their duty to make inquiry into the 
affair, in the course of which they found Captain Perkins's 
conduct to have been attended with such circumstances as 
to make them think it necessary to detain his vessel, and 
to send him to the Committee of the honourable Board, 
to be proceeded with as they shall in their wisdom think 
proper. 

The Committee have, likewise, directed Captain Benja- 
min Ward to wait upon your Honours, who is one of their 
members, and who is fully acquainted with all the circum- 
stances relative to this matter that have come to the know- 
ledge of this Committee. To him, therefore, the Commit- 



tee beg leave to refer your Honours for a more particular 
account of this affair. 

By order of the Committee : 

John Pickering, Jun., Chairman pro tern. 

To the Honourable the Committee of Council. 



At a meeting of the Committee, &c, it appeared that 
the sloop Mermaid, commanded by Lemuel Perkins, sailed 

from Damascotta on the day of January last, having 

a certificate from the Committee at that place, which ex- 
pressed his being bound to Newburyport or Salem; that 
his lading consisted of about forty-five cords of wood, about 
ten bushels of potatoes, two bushels of turnips, and a quan- 
tity of spruce for beer ; he had on board, also, a piece of 
venison, a quarter of veal, and a goose. That in his pas- 
sage from Damascotta he touched at Falmouth ; that on 
the 29th January, in the morning, he was seen by one of 
our privateers, about half-way from Cape-Ann to Boston 
light-house, and nearly in that direction, the wind being 
north, or nearly so; that the privateer put hands on board 
his sloop, and sent her to Cape-Ann; that Perkins was 
examined by one of the Committee of that place, and sup- 
posed to be bound to Salem, and it does not appear that 
any person there thought to the contrary at that time ; that 
he tarried at Cape-Ann days, waiting for a wind suit- 
able to carry him to Salem ; that on instant, in the 

evening, a vessel bound to Salem, Benjamin Gale, com- 
mander, sailed from Cape-Ann for Salem, and that before 
he sailed he told Captain Perkins he. would go through 
the most northern passage, with which he (Gale) was ac- 
quainted ; that Perkins might follow him, and by these 
means avoid the man-of-war which lay off Marblehead ; 
that Captain Perkins left Cape-Ann about half an hour 
after Captain Gale, the wind being then about northwest 
by north ; that Captain Gale, after having sailed about 

one of his distance, found the wind to head him, put 

about and returned to Cape-Ann; that he (Gale) spoke 
with Perkins, and told him the wind was too much ahead 
to proceed : (Perkins says he could not understand what 
Gale said ;) that Gale went back to Cape- Ann, and that 
Perkins kept on westward, and his vessel was next morn- 
ing seen by or near the man-of-war off Marblehead, and 
soon after to proceed to Boston; that on Saturday last said 
vessel came into this harbour and there anchored, after 
having stood as far to the eastward as Cape-Ann; that as the 
vessel passed the fort at the entrance of the harbour, she was 
hailed by the guards, and proper steps taken to prevent her 
going out again till examined ; that soon after her being at 
anchor, she was boarded by a boat from this place and 
taken possession of; that this Committee have desired the 
commanding officer of the guards stationed here to take 
charge of said vessel, Sic, which he has done ; that the 
above boat was commanded by the Captain of a privateer, 
which is now at Cape-Ann. 

The account said Perkins and his men (being three in 
all) give of their going to Boston, is as follows : 

That on their passage from Cape-Ann to Salem, they 
were boarded by a boat from the aforesaid man-of-war and 
carried to her, and that the next day an officer and five 
hands were put on board, who carried them to Boston; 
that their wood, &,c, was taken out of their vessel and dis- 
posed of by the man-of-war's men ; and the master, Per- 
kins, says, that on his promising to go to the eastward and 
get a load of wood, and to bring the same to Boston, his 
vessel was given him, and three dollars a cord for his wood, 
to enable him to procure another load, and a promise to, 
Perkins that he should have the whole of what that load 
should sell for ; that passes from General Howe arid Ad- 
miral Shuldham were given him, to enable him to pass the 
ships-of-war; that he left .Boston thereupon, and arrived 1 in. 
this harbour, as is before-mentioned. 

Daniel Gould. 

When Tucker chased Perkins he was standing for Bos- 
ton. When he brought him to, he said he was bound to 
Plymouth ; then said he was thinking about putting about 
for Salem. 

By Moltneux Shuldham, Esq., Rear-Admiral of the 
White, and Commander-in-chief of His Majesty's Ships 
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and Vessels employed, and to he employed in North- 
America, Sfc. fyc. 

Permit the sloop Rainboiv, Lemuel Perkins, Master, 
with his crew, consisting of two hands, to pass from the 
harbour of Boston to Damascotta, in ballast. 

Given under my hand, on board His Majesty's ship 
Chatham, off Boston, 15th February, 1776. 

M. Shuldham. 
To the respective Captains and Commanders of His Ma- 
jesty's Ships and Vessels in North-America. 

By command of the Admiral : ^ „ 

J LDWARD iSRAGGE. 

Boston, April 25, 1776. 
:. Sw : Enclosed.is a letter and a deposition which General 
Ward receiy.ed.last. evening; but, as the General thinks it 
is a matter most properly cogniza.ble by the civil authority, 
he refers it. to the honourable Council. 

1 am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient, hum- 
ble servant, T T -, 7 ,., , 

Joseph W ard, Aid-de-camp. 

To the Honourable Moses Gill, Esq. 

In Council, May 1, 1776: Read and sent down. 

John Lowell, Dtp. Secretary P. T. 

Portsmouth, April 20, 1776. 

Sir: I think it my duty to enclose the deposition of 
John Cochran, boatswain's mate of the Continental armed 
schooner the Lynch, under my command, to you, as Cap- 
tain Perkins is now in Salem. 

Your most obedient, humble servant. T A 

' ' John Ayres. 

To General Ward. 

I, John Cochran, now boatswain's mate of the Conti- 
nental armed schooner called the Lynch, commanded by 
Captain John Ayres, testify that I was a seaman on board 
the Fowey, man-of-war, four months, immediately prece- 
ding the departure of the troops from Boston; and while the 
Forney lay at her station by Cat-Island, the last Winter, 
two men came in a row-boat alongside the Fowey, and 
brought with them a quarter of beef, weighing about one 
hundred and eighty pounds, which was received on board 
the Fowey, the Captain of which paid them therefor. 

About a fortnight after this, and while the Fowey lay at 
her station off Baker's Island, the same two men came 
again in a row-boat to the Fowey, and brought with them 
three quarters of beef and several quarters of mutton, which 
the Captain of the Foioey bought of them. 

It was now said, on board, that one of the said two men 
was Captain, and the other Mate of a sloop or schooner 
belonging to Salem, and that the Captain's name was Per- 
kins. I saw him each lime of his bringing the beef, and I 
judge he was about twenty-seven years of age. He wore 
a brown surtout, and appeared to be about five feet nine or 
ten inches high. Each time the beef was brought in the 
night. The first time they brought a compass with them, 
which I saw. I think, also, that they brought a compass 
the second time with them in the boat. 

About three weeks after bringing the last beef, a sloop 
came in the night up towards the Fowey, as she lay off 
Baker's Island. All hands were ordered to their quarters, 
but, before a gun was fired, the Captain hailed the sloop 
and ordered her to bring to. The sloop answered that she 
was coming with design to bring to, and then dropped 
anchor alongside the Fowey. _ By daybreak a midshipman 
and four hands were put on board the sloop, and proceed- 
ed with her to Boston. 

When jCjaptain Perkins brought the last beef, he told 
the Captain of the . Fowey, as I heard the midshipman say, 
that he (said Perkins) was going to the eastward for wood 
to carry to Boston; that he would come up towards the 
Fowey with it, and upon the firing a gun from the Fowey 
he would bring to. When Perkins came with his sloop 
alongside the Fowey it was about midnight. He came on 
board the Fowey, and afterwards the midshipman said, in 
my hearing, that the sloop had on board her fifty cords of 
wood, and I saw one goose, and about fifty pounds of beef, 
which were the same night brought on board the Fowey. 
The sloop was almost new, and I heard the midshipman 
say, that Perkins said he went into Cape-Ann harbour 



with the privateers which the Fowey chased into Cape- Ann 
near about a week before, and would then have followed 
the Fowey, but that Captain Manly ordered him into 

top*^*- John Cochran, 

Essex, ss., April 12, 1776. 

Then John Cochran, above-named, made oath to the 
truth of the foregoing deposition by him subscribed, before 
Timothy Pickering, Jun., 

Justice of the Peace. 



JOHN PAGE TO RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

: • Willianisburgh, February 20, 1776. 

Dear Sir: I have just received yours of the 15th in- 
stant, and have snatched a moment to write a few lines in 
answer to it, I approve much of your plan of publishing 
the hand-bill, and would, before this, have executed it if 
my indisposition and Mrs. Page's illness, added to an in- 
cessant round of business, had not prevented me. 

The method you mention for removing the spikes from 
cannon, is certainly' good ; but it is said the cannon .at Nor? 
folk is rendered useless by being broken at their trunnions 
and butts. I will endeavour, sir, to prevail on our Com- 
mittee to send you, regularly, autbentick accounts, of every 
material occurrence here, and of the state, of the enemy's 
strength. I .wrote you yesterday an account of the arrival 
of another man-of-war, and a transport or two; this report 
lias not been contradicted, nor have we yet hejnd fronj 
whence or what these ships are. Captain Hammond, of the 
Roebuck, we are well assured, has behaved with great po- 
liteness and humanity to several of our people, . Lord J)un r 
more had written a letter to Colonel Corbin, in which he 
offers to go to England to negotiate peace ; he professes 
the warmest attachment to this country, and says that be 
lays hold on the last sentence in the King's speech to offer 
his services to procure a lasting, speed}', and honourable 
accommodation. No one, but Lord Dunmore, could have 
applied that sentence in the manner he has. I. Will send 
you a copy of the letter by the post. Colonel Corbin laid 
the letter before the Committee of Safety, and received a 
letter from the Committee, which I will also send you. Id 
it. we told the Colonel, that we were neither empowered 
nor inclined to intermeddle with the mode of negotiation; 
that we looked to the Congress for the management of this 
important matter ; but added, we would lay his letter be- 
fore the Assembly, which is to meet on their adjournment, 
and that Lord Dunmore might manifest his good intentions 
by suspending hostilities. Colonel Corbin set out this 
morning to Hampton, with orders to Colonel Grayson to 
send him with a flag of truce to Lord Dunmore. We gave 
him to understand, that his Lordship should deliver up the 
slaves now with him immediately. The old gentleman 
went off in great hopes of procuring a month's truce at 
least, and seemed determined to give Captain Hammond a 
true statement of Lord Dunmorc's conduct. Since writing 
my letter of yesterday, the Committee have ordered down 
the saltpetre which had been sent to Petersburgh, to be 
worked up by Buckstrout. I hope, from this, that they will 
at length encourage him, and enable him to carry on the 
manufacturing of gunpowder to a considerable extent. The 
report of the burning of Portsmouth was entirely without 
foundation. 

I am, dear sir, your affectionate, humble servant, 

John Page. 
To Richard Henry Lee, Esq., of Chantilly. 

P. S. I think you had better attend the Assembly. You 
will be more wanted here than at the Congress. J. P. 



colonel corbin s mission to loud dunmotre. 

Williamsburgh, March 1, 1776. 

On Monday, the 19th February, the Honourable Richard 
Corbin, Esq., laid before the Committee of Safety a Letter 
he received from Lord Dunmore, in the words following : 

"Ship Dunmore, Elizabeth River, January 22, 1776. 

" Sir : Notwithstanding the many cruel and false invec- 
tives thrown out against me, as an enemy to this Colony ; 
conscious to myself, however, of my firm attachment to this 
country, in general, and this Colony in particular, I am 
well convinced, (though the present rulers may have thought 
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it requisite, in support of their late adopted measures,) to 
represent me in ihe very opposite light to what they were 
pleased to do but a few months before : yet there is not one 
amongst them that ever viewed my conduct with an im- 
partial eye, but is sensible that every transaction of my 
administration proceeded from a heart that never yet en- 
tertained a ihought which was not meant for the real hap- 
piness and well-being of this Colony. This ever having 
been my first object, the very moment 1 received my des- 
patches, last year, I called the Assembly, to lay before them 
the resolves of the House of Parliament, not doubting then 
but they would have been received, by every well-wisher 
to his country, with transports of joy. Now, having re- 
ceived His Majesty's most gracious speech, I catch at it 
with the greatest pleasure. The last sentence it contains, 
.wherein he says : ' It may be also proper to authorize per- 
sons sq commissioned to restore such Province or Colony, 
so returning to its allegiance, to the free exercise of its 
trade and commerce, and to the same protection and secu- 
rity as if such Province or Colony bad never revolted,'— I 
say, I catch, with the greatest avidity, at this generous, this 
humane, this truly noble sentiment, again to offer every 
exertion of my poor abilities to procure, by any means that 
shall be thought most advisable and honourable, perma- 
nent, speedy, and happy reconciliation between this Colo- 
ny and its parent state. I wish to God they may reflect 
before they draw upon them the wrath of that powerful 
though merciful people, and by that means involve this 
once most happy land in all the horrors of a most destruc- 
tive civil war; wherein, were they as successful as the most 
sanguine amongst them could wish, could only end in their 
inevitable destruction. What, then, have they to hope for, 
and what have they not to fear, by a perseverance in this 
most ruinous and unnatural contest? Should the rulers of 
the people prove as well disposed to return to their duty, 
as I know the bulk of the Colony are, they will embrace 
the favourable opportunity that now offers. But should 
they be so infatuated as to mean totally to throw off all alle- 
giance to the best of sovereigns, and connections with the 
state that has fostered them with the most paternal care, 
their memories will be handed down to the latest posteri- 
ties as most undutiful and ungrateful. 

" Sir, a thorough conviction of your warm attachment to 
this your native land, and your admiration of that truly ex- 
cellent Constitution and Government under which you have 
so long and happily lived, as well as your love for ouv most 
"benign Sovereign, induces me to trouble you with the above 
tender of my services to this Colony. And I beg you will 
assure whomsoever you shall think proper to lay this be- 
fore, of my willingness to undergo any fatigue or difficulty 
for the accomplishment of its happiness. 

" I have now only to entreat, that my sincere endeavours 
to effect a reconciliation between this and the parent state 
may be enforced by every exertion of your best advice and 
assistance; and that both may succeed, is the ardent wish 
of, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

" Dunmore." 

On consideration whereof, the Committee ordered the 
following Letter to be written to Colonel Corbin, which was 
delivered to him, viz : 

"February 19, 1776. 

" Sir: The Committee of Safety have considered the let- 
ter to you from Lord Dunmore, which you referred to them. 
You, sir, who are so well acquainted with the sentiments 
of the country we at present act for, must be satisfied they 
would be niade exceedingly happy by a just and honoura- 
ble reconciliation with Great Britain, without the further 
effusion of blood ; but we are not authorized or inclined to 
intermeddle in the mode of negotiation to effect this desi- 
rable purpose. The Continental Congress have, in their last 
petition to the Throne, besought His Majesty to point out 
some mode for such negotiation; and if Administration are 
disposed to heal this unnatural wound in the empire, they 
will embrace that occasion (which, probably, will be the 
last) of accomplishing it. At all events, any other steps 
to he taken must proceed from the Representatives of the 
Continent, and not from us. We shall, however, commu- 
picate the contents of this letter to the House of Burgesses, 
who meet by adjournment the first of March, and submit 
the matter to them, in case there should then be members 



enough to proceed to business, or as soon after as such a 
number can be convened. In the mean time, if his Lord- 
ship has it in his inclination and power to serve the Colo- 
ny, and avoid making the breach still wider, it may be 
manifested by bis suspending hostilities against the inhabi- 
tants, until the ultimate intentions of His Majesty are 
known respecting any negotiation. 

"We have the greatest confidence, sir, in your attach- 
ment to the real interests of America, and are satisfied your 
having communicated the contents of this letter to us pro- 
ceeds from the best motives ; and are, with great regard, sir, 
your most obedient, humble servant, fqr self and Com- 

Edmund Pendleton, President," 

After which Colonel Corbin, with the entire approba- 
tion of the Committee of Safety, proceeded with a flag of 
truce on board the Dunmore, to hear, what his Lordship 
had to propose on the subject-matter of his Letter. Colonel 
Corbin, on his return, informed the Committee he had read 
their Letter to him before Lord Dunmore, and in the pre- 
sence of General Clinton; who said he believed there was 
nothing America could ask, in a conititijtiqnaj way, that 
would not be granted, but if they relied on the General 
Congress, they had nothing to expect frorrL Parliament.. 
Upon this Colonel Corbin proposed t.o Lord Dunmore to 
grant a commission to the President .for .meeting the As.-- 
sembly, at the time they had adjourned to, which his Lord- 
ship refused ; so that his Letter cannot, as was proposed, be 
laid before the House of Burgesses, they having no right, 
by their Constitution, to proceed to any business without a 
representative of the Crown, nor did Lord Dunmore sug- 
gest any other mode in which a negotiation could be set on 
foot, in what he might call a constitutional way. 



EXTRACT OP A LETTER FROM A MEMBER OF THE VIRGINIA 
CONVENTION, TO HIS FRIEND IN PHILADELPHIA, DATEP 
FEBRUARY 20, 1776. 

Some people among us seem, alarmed at the name of In- 
dependence, while they support measures, and propose 
plans, that comprehend all the spirit of it. Have we noj 
made laws, erected courts of judicature, established magis- 
trates, made money, levied war, and regulated commerce, 
not only without His Majesty's intervention, but absolutely 
against his will ? Are we not as criminal in the eye of Bri- 
tain for what we have done, as for what we can yet do? 
If we institute any Government at ail, for God's sake, let 
it be the best we can ; we shall as certainly be hanged for 
a bad as a good one; for they will allow nothing for the 
waverings of filial tenderness, it will be all placed to the 
account of blundering ignorance. If, therefore, we incur 
the danger, let us not decline the reward. In every other 
instance, independence raises an idea in the mind that the 
heart grasps at with avidity, and a feeling soul never fails 
to be stricken and depressed with the very sound of depen- 
dance. If in a private family, the children, instead of be- 
ing so educated as to take upon them the function of good 
citizens, should be brought to years of maturity, under the 
apparel, food, and discipline of infancy, what laws, natural 
or civil, would acquit the parent or thq child of infamy and 
criminality? A set of great lounging infants, tied to mam- 
ma's apron, with long bibs and pap-spoons, at two-and- 
twenty, would put the Sabariit to the blush. Now, as 
every moral virtue or vice, almost, is vastly enhanced, 
when considered in its relation to the community as well 
as individuals, I insist upon it, that he who would keep a 
community in a state of infantile dependance, when it be- 
came. a fit member of the great Republick of the world, 
would be vastly more criminal and Jnfarnous, than the ima- 
ginary family I mentioned before. Whenever 1 have been 
an advocate for dependance, I have felt a. conscious want 
of publick virtue ; I own it arose from Jazinesj in me ; I was 
willing to brush through life as I began it, and.to leave tlje 
rooting out the thorns and thistles, as well as the harvest 
of the laurels, to posterity; and this, I think, was the case 
of most of us ; but now, that we have gone through the 
rough work, to desert the glorious prospect it opens to us, 
would be heretical, damnable, and abominable, even to a 
sensible Pope. No, my friend, it is a duty of piuch mo- 
ment to us as men, and of the last degree of magnitude as 
citizens, to maintain, at every risk, a perfect independence 
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of every thing, but good sense, good morals, good laws, 
good Government, and our good Creator. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL JOSEPH SIM. 
[No. 20.] Annapolis, February 20, 1776. 

Sir: Upon inspecting the return made by the Prince 
George's County Committee, of the Nottingham Compa- 
ny, we find that Mr. Fielder Bowie hath been elected First 
Lieutenant, Mr. William Newman Dorsett, Secoud Lieu- 
tenant, and Mr. Thomas Hoye, Ensign, thereof. 

In the line of preferment generally adopted in the mili- 
tary department, on the promotion of the Captain, the First 
Lieutenant succeeds him, and the other commissioned offi- 
cers in like manner, by which means the nomination of a 
new Ensign alone will become necessary. 

The Council have thought it most expedient to follow 
this mode, but look upon themselves at full liberty to de- 
viate therefrom, on special and good reasons. It does not 
appear to them from your letter or otherwise, that the gen- 
tlemen the company wish not to be promoted, have done 
any act to forfeit the good opinion of their country, or that 
they are in any manner disqualified. We have sent Cap- 
tain Bowie's commission, but keep back the commissions 
for the other officers till we have your reasons, or that of 
the company, for departing from the line of preferment. 

We are, &c. 
To Colonel Joseph Sim. 

BENJAMIN MACKALL AND OTHERS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL 
OF SAFETY. 

Calvert County, February 20, 1776. 

Gentlemen : We have received yours of the 2d instant, 
enclosing a resolve of Congress, and an order by the Coun- 
cil of Safety appointing us to collect all the gold and silver 
in the County. We have received and engaged seven hun- 
dred pounds currency, and expect, in the course of another 
week, to procure about two or three hundred pounds more. 
Much more might have been collected had the paper cur- 
rency been sent down to give in exchange. We hope you 
will inform us when you would have the gold and silver 
brought to Annapolis. Continental money is asked in ex- 
change for most of the cash we have collected or engaged. 
We are, gentlemen, your most humble servants, 

Benjamin Mackall, 4tk. 
Alexander Somerville, 
Patrick S. Smith. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 



RICHARD BARNES TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
Leonardtown, February 20, 1776. 

Gentlemen : I received yours by post, appointing Col- 
onel Plater, Mr. Briscoe, and myself, to collect all the 
gold and silver coin that can be found in the County. On 
consideration, find it impracticable to be done, unless we 
had money in hand to exchange, as it must be collected in 
small quantities, and, even in that case, it is probable no great 
sum can. be. obtained ; however, my endeavours shall not be 
wanting to procure it. 

I remain, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Richard Barnes. 
To the Council of Safety of Maryland. 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

In Committee of Inspection and Observation, 
February 20, ] 776. 

Whereas, the Continental Congress did lately resolve, 
" That if any person should be so lost to all virtue and re- 
gard for this country as to refuse to receive the Bills of 
Credit emitted by the authority of Congress, or should ob- 
struct or discourage the currency thereof, and be convicted 
by the Committee of the City, County, or District, where 
he should reside, such person should be deemed, publish- 
ed, and treated as an enemy of his country, and be pre- 
cluded from all trade or intercourse with the inhabitants of 
these Colonies." And whereas, Thomas Rogers and Jo- 
seph Sermon, both of this city, having been charged with a 
breach of this resolve, in refusing to receive the above Bills 
of Credit in payment, appeared before the Committee for 



the City and Liberties, acknowledged the truth of the charge, 
and alleged, in their defence, scruples of conscience there- 
upon, as being money emitted for the purpose of war. 

The Committee, pursuant to the trust reposed in them, 
proceeded to consider the charge and defence, and were of 
opinion, that if such allegation was true, yet, as the Con- 
gress have made no exception, and as such conduct tends 
to subvert the most essential rights and liberties of their 
fellow-citizens, and, by destroying the means of defence, to 
expose their lives and properties to unavoidable ruin, it 
ought not to be admitted. But it appears by their own 
acknowledgments, that the above persons have heretofore 
received, and do continue to receive, Bills of Credit emit- 
ted in this and the neighbouring Provinces, though fre- 
quently issued for the purposes of war, therefore, such ob- 
jection is not well founded, or the present pretence consis- 
tent with their former conduct. This Committee, therefore, 
(the parties having declared they did not mean to appeal 
to any other Board,) do unanimously hold up to the world 
the said Thomas Rogers and Joseph Sermon as enemies 
to their country, and preclude them from all trade or inter- 
course with the inhabitants of these Colonies. 

Ordered, That the above be published. 
Extract from the Minutes : 

J. B. Smith, Secretary. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress now convened in 

New- York : 

Permit us, gentlemen, to recommend to your considera- 
tion a worthy person for an officer in the ensuing campaign 
in the Continental service, by name, Moses Youmans, a 
person well known to us. He served the last campaign in 
Colonel Clinton's Regiment, and did officiate in the office of 
Sergeant-Major, and, also, served as Adjutant, and we found 
him exceeding well qualified for any duty that can be re- 
quired to execute the office of Adjutant ; and, by means of 
his conduct and behaviour, he was exceeding well beloved 
both by officers and privates in general, in the said Regi- 
ment, and, after the surrender of Montreal, he had the 
refusal of a Second Lieutenant's commission. His circum- 
stances at that time were such relating to his family, that, 
to his heart's grief, he could not accept ; but then declared, 
that if Providence would spare his life and health, he would 
engage the next campaign ; and, gentlemen, we, consistent 
with our duty, and the particular regard we have for the 
said Youmans, beg to be excused making free to recom- 
mend the said Youmans for Adjutant, if you, in your great 
wisdom, should think proper to appoint him, and you will 
oblige your humble servants, who subscribe their names as 
friends to the American cause. 

Cornelius Wynkoop, Lieut. Col. 

Elias Hasbrouck, Captain. 

P. Roggen, Lieutenant. 

To the Chairman of the Provincial Congress, now con- 
vened at New-York. 

COLONEL DRAKE TO JOHN McKESSON. 

Home's Hook, February 20, 1776. 

Sir: Be pleased to give the commissions for Lieutenant 
Micajah Fuller, and Ensign Deliverance Brown, in Captain 
Steenrod's company of my regiment, to Captain Steenrod. 

Captain Grey has joined my regiment, with forty-nine 
men, including officers; he has some more, who have not 
yet arrived. Would be glad the commissions could be im- 
mediately made out for his company. He will deliver you 
a certificate from the Committee of Bedford, of the elec- 
tion of himself and officers. From your most humble ser- 

' Samuel Drake, Colonel. 

To John McKesson, Esq. 

N. B. Captain Grey and his officers having neglected to 
sign the test in the presence of the Chairman of Westches- 
ter County, have, this day, signed it in my presence. 

To the Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress. 
The Petition o/Azor Betts, humbly showeth : 
That your petitioner, fully sensible of his former indiscre- 
tions, begs leave to return to a proper sense of his duty to 
his country. And your petitioner further most solemnly 
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assures the Congress, that it shall be his future most earnest 
study, to convince every individual of his most steady ad- 
herence, to the utmost of his abilities, in promoting the 
liberties of America. 

That your petitioner still flatters himself his crime is 
not of so atrocious a nature but that his pardon may be 
announced on a due submission ; as such, he most humbly 
leaves his case to their tender consideration, and should he 
be so happy as to experience their forgiveness and protec- 
tion, it will, by him, with a most thankful heart, ever be 
acknowledged ; and your petitioner, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray. 

Bsopus Jail, February 20, 1776. 

Gentlemen : The above petition was this day delivered 
to our Committee of Kingston, by Azor Betts, now pri- 
soner in our Jail, and desired our favour to recommend a 
favour for him to get relief; but, gentlemen, as we are en- 
tire strangers to his former conduct, we must refer the 
matter entirely to your superior judgment. As to his be- 
haviour since, in our jail, lie has made offers to sign a recan- 
tation, and make oath for his future behaviour, but as his 
conduct is best known to you, we shall entirely rest with 
your judgment. By order of the Committee : 

William Ellsworth, Chairman. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia, February 20, 1776. 

Sm : I have the honour of enclosing you sundry resolu- 
tions of Congress, to which I refer you. 

I must beg leave to inform you that the Congress hear, 
with great regret, the precarious state of your health, and 
the return of your disorder. They are fully apprized and 
sensible of your services and abilities, and should have 
been very happy to have made use of them in Canada ; 
but knowing the importance of your abilities, the influence 
and weight you have among the Indian tribes, the service 
you are capable of doing to the common cause, even in the 
present infirm state of your health, and, at the same time 
being apprehensive should you be sent on so fatiguing a 
service as that of Canada must be, especially at this incle- 
ment season, your country might be deprived of the ad- 
vantage of your services, which are so much wanted at this 
critical conjunct. ire, they have thought it best to send 
General Lee to Canada, reserving to you the command of 
the forces and the conduct of military operations in the 
Colony of New- York. 

Your known zeal and warm attachment to the cause of 
liberty, assure me that you will concert with General Lee 
the best means of securing the communication of the 
Lakes, and of facilitating the transportation of necessaries 
for the use of the Army in Canada, and give him all the 
aid and assistance in your power, for accomplishing the 
great ends we all have in view. 

Your several letters are now under the consideration of 
a Committee of Congress. So soon as report is made, 
and a determination had in Congress, I will do myself the 
honour of transmitting you their result. 

I send by this express a number of the Articles of War, 
translated into French) which you will please to forward, 
for the use of the Canadian Regiments. 

I most sincerely wish to hear the agreeable tidings of 
your perfect restoration to health, and am, with the utmost 
esteem, sir, your most obedient servant, 

John Hancock, President. 

To Major-General Schuyler, Albany. 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF 
CONGRESS. 

[Read February 21, and referred to Mr. S. Adams, Mr. E. M'Kean, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Wolcott.] 

Philadelphia, February 20, 1776. 

Sir: The Committee of Safety for this Province, re- 
flecting that amidst the great and arduous duties which 
may well be supposed to engross the attention of the ho- 
nourable Congress, many things of smaller consequence 
may escape their notice, beg leave to suggest the propriety, 
and even necessity, of making some alteration in the condi- 
tion of the prisoners at Lancaster. 



From the information given to this Committee, we learn 
that the kind treatment given them meets with very impro- 
per and indecent return; that they often express them- 
selves in most disrespectful and offensive terms, and openly 
threaten revenge whenever opportunity shall present. 

The Committee further beg leave to add, that Lancaster 
being but a day's march from navigable water, and their 
prisoners stout and numerous, there may be danger that 
should the enemy effect a landing on the upper part of 
Chesapeake- Bay, a daring spirit might lead them off, and 
should they march at night, their journey would be half 
over before their absence would be known. Many other 
reasons concur in making it much the wish and desire, not 
only of this Committee, but of the friends of the publick 
cause in that part of the country, not only to have the 
officers separated from the men, but, as much as possible, 
from one another, and either dispersed of in different towns, 
or dispersed among the farmers in the country, where their 
opportunities of doing mischief will less correspond with 
their inclinations. The Committee, on this as well as all 
other occasions, beg leave to offer their best services to the 
honourable Congress, and if the alteration they have taken 
the liberty to suggest, opposes any regulation already made, 
unknown to them, or should otherwise appear improper, 
they hope it will be excused, and imputed to their zeal in 
the publick cause. 

I have the honour to be, with much respect, sir, your 
most obedient, humble servant. 

By order of the Committee : 

John Nixon, Chairman. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



JOHN BROOME TO SILAS DEANE. 

New-York, February 20, 1776. 

Sir : Pursuant to your request, and the other gentlemen, 

whose names I do not recollect, my papers being in the 

country, I here enclose authentick accounts relative to 

the damage done by the Ministerial Pirates at the east end 

of Long-Island, which 1 wish safe to hand, and am, your 

humble servant, T „ 

' John Broome. 

To Silas Deane, Esq., or, in his absence, to George Wythe, 
Esq., Philadelphia. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read March 4, 1776.] 

Albany, February 20, 1776. 

Sir : Yesterday, Mr. Price delivered me two letters from 
General Wooster, enclosing copy of his letter to Congress, 
and a return of stores. Copies of his two letters to me, 
and copy of the return of stores, I do myself the honour 
to transmit you. 

Congress will perceive by General Wooster's letter of 
the 11th instant, to them, and that of the same date to me, 
that matters are got to such a height between us, that either 
he or I must immediately quit this department, for I can- 
not, consistent with my honour or my feelings, serve with 
an officer, who, very early in the campaign, witnessed a 
contempt for my orders, and proceeded so far as to offer 
insults of the grossest kinds, which, as I have not the least 
doubt but my informants will support, I must, therefore, 
request that Congress will order an inquiry to be imme- 
diately made ; and in confidence this will be granted, and 
one or the other removed, I shall not now engross that 
time which is so precious to Congress, with the perusal of 
the several letters that have passed between us, the or- 
ders I have given him, nor with any remarks on his last to 
me, of the 1 1th instant, except one, which, as it respects 
the publick, I cannot dispense with making. 

A respect for my country, sir, obliged me to suppress 
that just resentment which I felt rising in me at his con- 
duct at Fort-George, Stc; but wounded in my honour, 
although willing to be spent in the glorious cause my coun- 
try is engaged in, and to continue to serve her under all. 
the disagreeable incidents attendant on a ruined constitu- 
tion, yet, she cannot expect, in addition, a sacrifice of my 
reputation, by calmly bearing indignities. Indeed, this 
would render me unable to serve her. 

The only remark, I observed, that I would make, is on 
that part of his letter to me in which he says, " That the 
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commanding officer in Canada is ihe only competent judge 
of wha.t is proper and what not, for the internal regula- 
tion of the arrny, and for the immediate safety of the 
Country." If so, Congress has been mistaken in sundry 
resolves, which clearly signify that I had something to do 
with the .regulation of the army in Canada. A bare retro- 
spect to these is sufficient to evince this. General Mont- 
gomery was then, also, mistaken, for he did not conceive 
himself entitled^to call a General Court-Martial, or make 
a.sirfgle promotion when a vacancy happened in Canada, 
.until _he..had. asked for and received my permission, which 
I gave without hesitation. I shall, however, go on and 
give siich orders as I think will best promote the service, 
and leave; the determination of this assertion of General 
Woostcf sto. such gentlemen as may be appointed to in- 
quire into his conduct. 

I vyas apprehensive that the Canadians would suffer in 
the article of salt, and wrote to General Wooster, to know 
what quantity was in Canada. I am happy to find there is 
so much ; the scarcity here is incredible, and I fear will be 
general throughout this and the neighbouring Colonies. 
i' It never entered into my thoughts to build gondolas 
on Lake Champlain, as I well knew that they could not, 
without great danger, if at all, be got into the St. Law- 
rence; although we have very good ship-carpenters here, 
yet none acquainted with the construction of galleys, it 
will, therefore, be proper to send a few good hands from 
Pennsylvania, as none are to be had in Canada ; these 
ought to be sent immediately, although no pitch, tar, or 
oakum, can be sent on until Hudson's River opens ; for 
these articles I shall apply to the New- York Convention. 

Enclose you a copy of the arrangements I sent General 
Wooster, for the two regiments in Canada. I foresaw that 
it would be attended with difficulties, and so will that 
which he proposes ; as Field-Officers and Captains must be 
left out, if the New- York Battalions were to officer one 
regiment, as there will be more than to complete it. Be- 
fore 1 left Ticonderoga I wrote for a return of the troops in 
Canada, and begged to know what arrangement had been 
made ; but General Montgomery had it not in his power to 
send it me, occasioned by the multiplicity of his business. 

Mr. Frobisher delivered me a letter, signed by himself 
and several others, containing the substance of the memo- 
rial which he will present, and requested the mediation of 
my good offices with Congress. I am very apprehensive, sir, 
that if these people shall be permitted to go into the Indian 
country, they might, if unfriendly to our cause, be very pre- 
judicial to it, and the sending such a quantity of provisions 
.will strengthen the enemy at Detroit and Niagara, for, by 
whatever route they go, it will be seized by some one of 
the garrisons and appropriated to their use. Mr. Frobi- 
shcr's letters urge the danger of their traders starving, if a 
supply of provisions was not sent up. That may be the 
case, if they should remain there another year; but the 
5ame letter observes, that what is sent away in the month 
of May, seldom arrives .in the trading country before win- 
ter sets jn ; if this be a fact, then they have now near a 
twelve, .month's provision, and by sending up two or three 
canoes express, (navigated by persons we can depend 
upon,) their traders may be brought away, and their pro- 
vision wiJtsuffice, at least until they reach Detroit, where 
they can be in no danger of starving. 
...Eoplpsejou the Paymaster-General's estimate of pay 
still due ,lo. the Connecticut troops; his chest is empty, 
and I havelittleleft, as I gave him thirty thousand dollars, 
part of fifty thousand sent into Canada. 

. I, find that Mr. Phister, whom I mentioned as an En- 
gineer, canriot be procured. What shall we do for proper 
persons tojSll that branch? I expect, momently, to hear 
from Schenectady what wages the batteausmen will take. 

Every effort I have made to procure forrage has proved 
ineffectuaJ. jtu Tbe procuring timber for repairing Ticonde- 
roga must, therefore, of necessity, be deferred until Spring. 
I even fear jhat I shall not be able to get a sufficiency of 
hay for the spring work at Ticonderoga, although we offer 
seven pounds per ton. 

Lieutenant Barrier, of the Seventh Regiment, who was 
fnade prisoner atChambly, has a wife in Canada; she is 
daily expected, and has begged me to procure leave for her 
husband to, meet her here. Of all the officers that have 
been made prisoners, I believe he is the least unfriendly to 



us; in fact, I believe him almost a Whig in principle. I 
wish, if it can be consistently done, that he may have leave 
to repair to this place. 

It is almost needless to observe to Congress, that no al- 
tercation which I may have with any officer, whilst I com- 
mand, will ever draw off my attention from my duty; I 
trust my conduct in publick life, both before and since I 
have had a command, have sufficiently evinced my princi- 
ples on the present unhappy contest ; and I assure you, 
sir, that except the ambition of serving my country, and 
that which every honest man ought to be influenced by, I 
have none ; I shall, therefore, never court the favour of 
either officers or men, unless they are "deserving ; such as 
are not, I shall always freely and indiscriminately censure. 
If this gives umbrage, it can never be remedied whilst I am 
in command, because I cannot hesitate a moment between 
giving offence and doing my duty. Had I consulted merely 
my own inclination, I should not have ventured on the storms 
of publick life, well knowing my want of abilities would 
expose me to a thousand difficulties, and deprive me of the 
inestimable comforts of domestick life, and that 1 should be 
envied by those weak minds who are dazzled with power, 
but have not elevation of sentiment enough to conceive 
that to some men it has no charms. 

I am, sir, with unfeigned esteem and respect, your most 
obedient, humble servant, „ „ 

PHILIP SCHUYLER. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., Sic. 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TWO REGIMENTS 1ST CANADA. 

List of Field-Officers supposed to be in Canada: Col- 
onel James Clinton, Lieutenant-Colonel Rodolphus Ritze- 
ma, Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel Elmore, Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel John Nicholson, Major Herman Zedtwiiz, Major John 
Broivn, Major Lewis Dubois. 

Albany, February 2, 1776. 

Sir : I understand that the above are the Field-Officers 
now remaining in Canada, except those of the Canadian 
Corps, and that they stand in the list as they rank ; and as 
Congress has directed that two regiments should be raised 
out of the troops now in Canada, and as I have no predi- 
lection for any one gentleman more than another, and that 
they are all, as far as I know, good officers, and men of 
unexceptionable characters, you will, therefore, make the 
offers of the regiments to the two first in rank of the Field- 
Officers, the two Lieutenant-Colonelcys to the two next in 
rank, and the two Majorities to the two next. Should 
there not be a sufficient number of Field-Officers willing to 
remain in the service, to complete the two regiments, they 
must be filled up out of the eldest Captains in Canada, in 
the following manner: The eldest New-Hampshire Cap- 
tain, the first offer; the eldest Massachusetts Captain, se- 
cond offer; the eldest Connecticut Captain, third offer; the 
eldest New-York Captain, fourth offer. The Field-Officers 
being completed, you are to cause four lists to be rnade, one 
containing the names of all the New-Hampshire Captains 
and Subalterns, according to their rank in the regiments ; 
another, those of the Massachusetts ; a third, those of Con- 
necticut ; and a fourth, those of New- York — in the follow- 
ing manner: 

New-York. 

Captain, a 
b 
c 

1st Lieut, d 
c 

f 

2d Lieut. g 

h 

Ensigns, i 
k 

The list being made out as above, you will proceed to 
take out the officers for the first and second, of the regi- 
ments to be raised, in the following manner: The eldest 
New-Hampshire Captain, for the first Captaincy in the 
First Regiment ; the eldest Massachusetts- Bay Captain, 
for the first Captaincy in the Second Regiment ; the eld- 
est Connecticut Captain, for the second Captain in the 
First Regiment ; and the eldest New- York Captain, fqr 
the second Captaincy in the Second Regiment ; and so on 



New-Hampshire. 


Massachusetts. 


Connecticut. 


Captain, 


A 


Captain, L 


Captain, S 




B 


M 


T 




C 


1st Lieut. N 


1st Lieut. U 


1st Lieut. 


D 


O 


V 




E 


2d Lieut. P 


2d Lieut. W 




F 


Q 


X 


2d Lieut. 


G 


Ensign, R 


Ensign, Y 




H 






Ensigns, 


1 
K 







•mm 



mm 
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as in the annexed scheme. When all the Captains are 
thus provided for, and if there should be still some want- 
ing to complete the regiments, they must be taken in the 
same manner, from the First Lieutenants, and so go on to 
complete the whole of both regiments ; and if there is 
not a sufficiency of officers, the best and most alert of the 
Sergeants must be promoted, until the whole is complete. 
It may happen by this arrangement, as it often does in the 
regular service, that an elder Captain in the Army will be 
commanded by a younger Captain ; but that is only on 
regimental duty, upon detachment of different corps, the 
command will go with the rank in the Army. I have 
known Lieutenant-Colonels in the Army commanded by 
Captains, when they did regimental duty; but when de- 
tached with parties of different corps, they acted as Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels. 



For the First Regiment. 
Eldest Captain, - A 
Second do. - S 
Third do. - B 
Fourth do. - T 
Fifth do. - C 
Sixth do. - D 
Seventh do. - u 
Eighth do. - E 
First eldest Lieutenant, V 



Second 


do. 


- F 


Third 


do. 


- G 


Fourth 


do. 


- W 


Fifth 


do. 


- H 


Sixth 


do. 


- X 


Seventh 


do. 


I 


Eighth 


do. 


- Y 



For the Second Regiment. 

Eldest Captain, - L 
Second do. - a 

Third do. - M 
Fourth do. - b 
Fifth do. - c 

Sixth do. - N 
Seventh do. - d 
Eighth do. - o 
First eldest Lieutenant, e 
Second do. - f 
Third do. - P 
Fourth do. - g 
Fifth do. - J 

Sixth do. - h 
Seventh do. - R 
Eighth dp. - i 
First Second Lieutenant, k First Second Lieutenant, k 
I hope the mode of making the arrangement will be 
easily apprehended, and prevent those jealousies which 
are so dangerous in an Army, and so prejudicial to the 
common cause of America. Uninfluenced by any motives 
but those which ought to inspire every friend of his coun- 
try, I shall most readily acquiesce in any other mode that 
may be demonstrated more eligible. 
I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To General IVooster. 

Montreal, February 11, 1776. 

Sir: Your letter of the 2(>tb ultimo, I have received; 
in answer to which, give me leave to observe to you, that 
I, also, claim a right to be treated with the respect due to 
me as a gentleman and an officer intrusted with a com- 
mand from the honourable the Representatives of thirteen 
Colonies. Why, sir, are these positive mandates? Have 
1 ever disputed your orders? Since I have been in the 
Army, I have exerted every faculty to promote a union 
among the officers, and have carefully avoided every thing 
that might have the least tendency to cause jealousies ; in 
short, sir, I have steadily and invariably pursued those mea- 
sures that appeared to me conducive to the true interest of 
our country. How ungenerous therefore, is it, that an ad- 
vantage should be taken of my conciliating disposition ; yet, 
you will pardon me if I misjudge, I cannot account for your 
imperious conduct towards me upon any other principle. 
You will remember your letter to me while I was at St. 
John's, founded in falsehood, and which you could have 
no other motive for writing but to insult me. I thought it, 
at that time, not worth answering, and shall, at present, 
take no further notice of it. I shall, however, send a copy 
of it to Congress, and of your last letter, together with 
copies of my own, except the one you observe was wrote 
with unbecoming subacity, that is, somehow, mislaid, and 
I shall be obliged to you if you will forward it. I can re- 
member nothing in it either disrespectful or subacid, and, 
being confident nothing of that nature was intended, I pre- 
sume that the Congress will find that it is not expressed. 
As you have already complained to the honourable Con- 
gress, I have thought it my duty to show them what passed 
between us, and they will judge which of us has the great- 
est reason to complain of ill treatment. For the present, 
let the matter rest. They will doubtless do justice. This 
is no time to altercate, the whole of our time is little enough 



to attend to the operations absolutely necessary for the de- 
fence of our country. 

You will give me leave to inform you, that the com- 
manding officer who is with this Army is to give out orders, 
and is the only competent judge of what is proper, and 
what not, for the internal regulation of the Army, and for 
the immediate safety of the country. Since the death of the 
worthy and brave General Montgomery, (with whom I had 
the happiness to serve in the strictest harmony and friend- 
ship, and who ever treated me like a gentleman,) the com- 
mand devolves upon me, and I shall give out such orders 
as appear to me necessary for the publick good, and shall 
send out of the country all prisoners and such persons as 
may be thought dangerous to our cause. As soon as it qan 
be done with convenience, the returns of the Army shall be 
made out and transmitted to you. 1 shall, also, take care 
that your orders to General Montgomery are executed as 
far as is possible. I shall do every thing in my power to 
carry into execution every resolve of the Congress. 

Mr. Jordan has accepted the bill for five hundred dol- 
lars ; when it is paid, I shall credit the publick. 

I mentioned to you, in a former letter, that I thought it 
very necessary that an artillery company, as well as the 
artillery, stores, fee, should be sent into this country. 
Should be glad to bear whether they can be spared from 
the Colonies or not, and what assistance of that nature we 
may expect. 

I shall send a copy of this letter to Congress, and shall 
also enclose with this a copy of my letter to Congress. If 
there are any misrepresentations you will have an oppor- 
tunity to correct them. I am, sir, your most obedient ser- 
vant, David Wooster. 
To Major-General Schuyler. 

P. S. I will just observe, further, that I think it would 
have been much more generous in you to have pointed out 
to me the exceptionable part of my letters, before you 
complained to Congress. 

Montreal, February 13, 1776. 

Sir: I received your letter of the 2d instant, with the 
enclosed resolves of Congress, and observe the contents, 
and shall attend to the instructions. 

Mr. Hare shall be used with every civility. A return 
of the names of Commissaries \n Canada shall be sent you 
when I can get a return from General Arnold. 

I am informed there is great plenty of salt in this part 
of Canada; more than sufficient for a twelve month. 

I will inquire and find out what quantity of cloth, fit for 
tents, can be procured in this country, but do not expect 
to find much. I enclose you a return of tents and nails, 
&c, that are in the stores in this place. As a number of 
gondolas will be greatly wanted in the river St, Lawrence, 
and as we have a quantity of seasoned timber and plank, 
and, you will see by the enclosed return, a quantity of 
spikes and nails, and as it will be difficult to get such as 
are built on the lake, and, perhaps, dangerous, if they are 
anyways large, down the Rapids of Chambly, will it not be 
well to build them here ? yet the articles of pitch, tar, tur- 
pentine, and oakum, must, in that case, be sent from the 
Colonies, as there is none of either in the. Province. Some 
master carpenters would, also, be much wanted — good work- 
men, poor ones are to be had here. 

A proper person shall be appointed to frank the Army 
letters. 

A return of ordnance in this Province is already sent 
you. The addresses are and shall be published. 

I shall send you, by this conveyance, General Montgo- 
mery's papers, except the accounts of disbursements, which 
must be first copied. Captain Van Rensselaer is at present 
gone to Quebeck to muster the troops there ; when he re- 
turns, I shall direct him to proceed on to Albany. 

With regard to the two regiments to be formed out of 
the broken corps now in this Province, I hardly know what 
to say. I rather imagine it would be very difficult, if not 
impossible, to persuade but very few of them to engage for 
a longer time than their present inlistments ; yet I should 
be sorry that those officers who are willing to continue in 
the service should not have an opportunity. The plan 
you propose, though calculated to prevent jealousies be- 
tween Provinces, I fear will be impracticable ; besides the 
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difficulty of placing younger officers before older ones, they 
will never consent to serve together in companies, as that 
arrangement will place them. Suppose, sir, that the troops 
from Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, should 
form one regiment, and the different New- York battalions 
another, and the officers be ranked according to seniority? 
From some conversation I have had with several of the offi- 
cers, I am persuaded the other plan cannot be effectuated. 
I shall, therefore, be obliged to you for your thoughts upon 
this, and am, in haste, your most obedient and very hum- 

ble semnt ' David Wooster. 

To General Schuyler. 

A Return of a number of articles which are in the Stores 
at Montreal. (Return of all the articles not yet made.) 
Six barrels ten-inch spike nails ; 1 barrel eight-inch spike 
nails ; 1 barrel seven-inch spike nails ; \ barrel four-inch 
spike nails; 3 barrels three and a half inch spike nails; 
1 barrel twentypenny nails; \\ barrel tenpenny nails; i 
barrel eightpenny nails; 1 barrel sixpenny nails; 1$ bar- 
rel shingle nails ; 237 common, and 26 bell (new) tents ; 
160 old tents and markees ; 5 old bell tents ; 63 camp- 
kettles ; 1,406 canteens; 100 pair of shoes; 7 soldiers' 
coats; 574 new felt hats ; 47 old felt hats; 1,000 haver- 
sacks; 144 spike gimblets; 43 chisels; 15 pair creapers; 
23 augers; a large quantity of spun yarn; 1 anvil; 215 
tomahawks; 3 batteau sails; 600 lent poles; 1 1 camp 
colours ; 1 box of bolts and screws ; 100 rods of nail-wire. 
A return of all the articles in the stores will soon be 
made. 

Montreal, February 13, 1776. 

An Estimate of Pay due to Troops of the United Colo- 
nies, raised in the Colony of Connecticut, employed 
in the Northern Department. 

Colonel Waterbury's Regiment. 

Colonel fVaterbury, £1,557 7 2 

Lieutenant-Colonel Whiting, - - - - 1,329 6 4 \ 

Major Hobby, 1,399 14 10 

Captain Mead, 1,305 5 9 

Captain Benedict, 1,259 2 10 

Captain Beardsley, ------- 1,214 1 1 

Captain Doolittle, 1,171 18 1J 

Captain Dimon, (say,) 1,400 

Captain Smith, 1,233 18 2 

Captain Reed, (say,) 1,330 0_ 

Lawful money, - - - - £13,200 14 4 
Billeting, say £100 per Company, - -1,000 

£14,200 14 4 
Brigadier-General Wooster. 

8 Companies, say £1,300 each, - -£10,400 
Billeting, say £100 each, 800 

Colonel Hinman's Regiment. 
4 Companies unpaid, say, ----- 4,200 
Billeting, say £100, 400 

£30,000 14 4 
Reduced to New- York currency, - - 10,000 4 9 & 

£40,000 18 lj 

Jonathan Trumbull, Jr. 

Paymaster-General, Northern Department. 
Albany, February 17, 1776. 



JOHN BIGELOW TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

x Hartford, February 20, 1776. 

Sir: 1 have been down as far as Haddam, but cannot 
inlist any men. There are upwards of three hundred gone 
from Weathersfield, Rocky-Hill, he. Middletown and 
Haddam are likewise drained. The men are mostly gone 
from the West Division and East- Hartford. There Is 
a number left on this side the river, but they cannot be 
persuaded to enter into the service. 1 have spared no pains 
in endeavouring to raise a company, but have inlisted but 
four men. The matter seems new to the people, and they 
want to be informed what wages a Sergeant, Corporal, &tc, 
are to have. 

1 have received a letter from Mr. Stro?ig, in which be 
gives but little encouragement, as their people are already 
engaged. 1 shall try to-day at Windsor. 

I am your Honour's most humble servant, 

John Bigelow. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq. 



MAJOR HAWLEY TO ELBRIDGE GERRY. 

February 20, 1776. 

Pray, Sir, will it not be extremely difficult for us to hold 
on with our defence, and support all our inhabitants with- 
out trade? Will people who have been bred and accus- 
tomed to trade till they have arrived at men's and women's 
estate e.ver get into any other business ? Be sure they 
never wjll be dexterous at any other, nor contented ; nay, 
they will be a weight on the community, and a very heavy 
one, too. But, if we resolve on independence, what will 
hinder but that we may instantly commence a trade, not 
only with Holland, France, and Spain, but with all the 
world, as the Government of the new independent state 
shall permit? Then we shall, have dpne with the unma- 
nageable plans and chimeras of non-importation agreements, 
which, with noD-consumption agreements, never were and 
never will be kept, and tend inexpressibly to debauch and 
wickedize a people, by means of the irresistible temptation 
which trading people will always be under to violate the 
general agreements, not only for the sake of profits, but 
really for any reputable subsistence ; whereas, the instant 
you resolve on independence, and give leave.to trade, your 
trading people will immediately fly to it, whatever risks 
and hazards there may be of losing; and, indeed, the 
greatest part will escape. 

Pray consider this matter, with regard to Canada, and 
the Dutch of New- York. Will they ever join with us 
heartily, who, in order to it, must sacrifice their trade, to 
which they are so much addicted, and whereby they have 
always made good profits, and expose themselves to want 
and beggary ? Whereas, the moment that we resolve on 
independence, trade will be free for them — for the one to 
France and the other to Holland ; to which they always 
inclined, and would heretofore go at almost as great risks 
as they will then at first run ; then we shall have done with 
our impracticable associations for non-consumption, the 
source of infinite feuds and animosity. 

Independence, in short, is the only way to union and 
harmony, to vigour and despatch in business ; our eye will 
be single, and our whole body full of light ; any thing short 
of it will, as appears to me, be our destruction, infallible 
destruction, and that speedily. Amen. 

Joseph Hawley. 
To Mr. Gerry. 



MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL. 

Wednesday, November 29, 1776. 
Present in Council : Honourablcs Walter Spooner, Joseph Gerrieh, 
John Whetcoinb, Benjamin Lincoln, Joseph Palmer, Samuel ilolten, 
Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Colonel Bowers came up with a message from the House, 
to inform the Board that the House had now a quorum of 
Members, and were proceeding to business. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration the Letter of his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, dated November 29th, 1775, to the General Court, 
report, as their opinion, that a Committee be immediately 
appointed to wait on him, and with the General Officers, to 



devise some method whereby the deficiency in the Army, 
which may be caused by the Connecticut Forces leaving 
the service, and the furloughs granted to the part of the 
Forces inlisted for the next year, can be supplied, and make 
report. 

And whereas, his Excellency, in the last paragraph of 
the same letter, mentions that he cannot help observing, 
as his opinion, that our paying our men by the lunar, and 
not by the calendar months, will throw the rest of the 
Army into disorder ; we also report, that a Committee bo 
appointed to draft a letter to his Excellency, in answer to 
the said paragraph of his letter, showing the reasons of our 
conduct in thus paying our men : that it is not an innova- 
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tion; and that we hear it with concern, that while we 
are doing justice to our men, by complying with our 
contract vvitli them, that it should produce disorders in the 
Army. 

In Council: Read, and accepted; and thereupon 
Resolved, That Joseph Palmer, Esq., with such as the 
honourable House shall join, be a Committee to wait upon 
his Excellency General Washington, and, with the other 
General Officers, to devise some method whereby the de- 
ficiency in the Army, which may be caused by the Con- 
necticut Forces leaving the service, and the furloughs grant- 
ed to part of the Forces inlisted for the next year, can be 
supplied, and make report. Also, that Benjamin Lincoln, 
Esq., with such as the honourable House shall join, be a 
Committee to draft a Letter to his Excellency General 
Washington, in answer to the last paragraph in his said 
Letter, showing the reasons of this Colony's paying their 
men by the lunar months. And the Speaker and Colonel 
Sowers are joined on the Committee to wait on his Excel- 
lency General Washington, with the other General Officers; 
and Colonel Orne and Mr. Gerry are joined on the Com- 
mittee to report a Letter to his Excellency the General, 
in answer to the last paragraph in his Letter. 
Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, November 30, 1776. 

Present in Council: Honourables Walter Spooner, Joseph Gerrish, 
John Whetcomb, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph Pal. 
mer, Samuel Holten, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, 
John Winthrop, Esquires. 

Resolve of the House, appointing a Committee of both 
Houses, to take into consideration several Resolutions of the 
Continental Congress, transmitted to the Speaker of the 
House, from the President of the Continental Congress, 
read, and concurred ; and Walter Spooner and John Win- 
throp, Esquires, are joined. 

Adjourned to to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 

Friday, December 1, 1775. 

Present in Council : Honourables Walter Spooner, John Winthrop, Jo- 
seph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, Bjnjimin Lincoln, Michael Farley, 
Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin 
White, Esquires. 

Report of the Committee of both Houses, appointed to 
confer with the General Officers, respecting reinforcing the 
Army, until the new Army is complete. Read, and ac- 
cepted. Sent down for concurrence. Came up ; concur- 
red by the House; and Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Mr. 
Plympton, and Captain Carpenter, with such as the hon- 
ourable Board shall join, be a Committee to proportion 
three thousand and eight men among the Regiments, in the 
Counties therein mentioned. 

Read, and concurred, and John Whetcomb and Benja- 
min Lincoln, Esquires, are joined. 

Order of the House, to appoint a Committee of both 
Houses, to confer with his Excellency General Washing- 
ton, relative to depriving the enemy of the advantages they 
receive from Cape- Cod Harbour. Read, and concurred, 
and Walter Spooner, Esq., is joined. 

Order of the House, to appoint a Committee of both 
Houses, to take into consideration a Letter from the Hon- 
ourable James Otis, Esq., relative to the enemy's being 
supplied from Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard. 

Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Lincoln and Sam- 
uel Holten, Esquires, are joined. 

A Letter from General Frye, relative to the Military 
Forces in the County of Cumberland , under his command. 
Read, and sent down. Came up with an order of the 
House thereon, appointing Mr. Gerry, Colonel Sayer, 
Colonel Barret, with such as the honourable Board shall 

* TO THE HONOURABLE PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL. 

Sir : I must pray your Honour to acquaint the Council that, though 
I would gladly continue to officiate as Chaplain, yet, considering the 
difficulties that the winter season will lay me under, and the additional 
service necessarily falling upon me through the destitute condition of 
the late Reverend Mr. Adams's people, I find myself incapable of en- 
tertaining the hope of performing the duty; and must, therefore, hum- 
bly pray the honourable Council to excuse my continuing Chaplain. 

Your Honour's humble servant, William Gordon. 

November 29, 1775. 

In Council, Novemier 29, 1775 : Read, and ordered to be entered 
on the files of Council. Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 



join, to be a Committee to take the same into consideration, 
and report. 

Read, and concurred, and Joseph Gerrish and John 
Whetcomb, Esquires, are joined. 

Ordered, That Walter Spooner and Benjamin Lincoln, 
Esquires, with such as the honourable House shall join, be 
a Committee to take into consideration the state and cir- 
cumstances of the Sea-Coast, and report whether, in their 
opinion, the whole, or any part of the men stationed for the 
defence thereof, can, with safety, be discharged ; if any can 
be, in what part of the Colony. 

Saturday, Decomber 2, 1775. 

Present in Council : Honourables Walter Spooner, John Winthrop, Jo- 
seph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, 
Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin, 
White, Esquires. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, Monday morning. 

Monday, December 4, 1775. 

Present in Council : Honourables Joseph Gerrish, Eldad Taylor, Ben- 
jamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley Joseph Palmer, 
Samuel Holten, Jo/in Taylor, Benjamin White, Jabez Fisher, Es. 
quires. 

A Letter from Robert II. Harrison, Esq., Aid-de-camp 
to his Excellency General Washington, giving information 
that a number of persons were to be sent out of Boston by 
the enemy this day, infected with the small-pox. Read, 
and sent down. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, it is neces- 
sary that a number of men should be immediately raised, 
agreeable to a Resolve of this Court, of yesterday, and as 
it appears to this Court, that the men stationed upon the 
Sea-Coast in the Towns of Newbury, Ipswich, Dartmouth, 
Rochester, and Wareham, may, without inconveniency, be 
spared from any further service in guarding the Sea-Coasts 
in those towns, 

Therefore, Resolved, That the men stationed on the Sea- 
Coasts in the Towns of Newbury, Ipswich, Dartmouth, 
Rochester, and Wareham, be, and they hereby are, dis- 
missed from the service aforesaid, from and after the 5th 
day of December instant, and that no further pay or allow- 
ance be made them for the service after that time. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, by a re- 
solve of this Court, passed on the 1st of December instant, 
the Commanding Officer in the Town of Lincoln was di- 
rected forthwith to assemble the Militia of that town, and 
cause the number of thirteen men to be inlisted to join the 
American Army ; 

And whereas, by a late resolve, the Inhabitants of the 
said town are directed to supply a certain quantity of wood 
for the use of said Army, which renders it inconvenient 
that any men should be taken from said town at this time, 

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of the Town 
of Lincoln be, and hereby is excused, from assembling the 
Militia, and inlisting any men to join the American Army 
as aforesaid, the aforesaid resolve notwithstanding. ' 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning,. 

Tuesday, December 5, 1775. 
Present in Council : Honourables Walter Spooner, John Winthrop, Jo. 
seph Gerrish, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, 
Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuol Hoiten, Jaboz Fisher, John 
Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Ordered, That John Winthrop and Benjamin Lincoln, 
Esqrs., be a Committee to draft the Letter to the Continen- 
tal Congress, representing to them the reasons of this Co- 
lony's paying their Soldiers by lunar, and not by calendar, 
months. 

Their Report read and accepted, and ordered to be sign- 
ed by the President, in the name, and by order of the Ge- 
neral Court, and forwarded to the Delegates of this Colony 
in American Congress, to be by them communicated. 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up concurred, and 
forwarded. 

7ft Council : Ordered, That Walter Spooner, Charles 
Chauncy, and Joseph Palmer, Esquires, with such as the 
honourable House shall join, be a Committee to take into 
consideration the circumstances of the Sea-Ports of this 
Colony, and where it will be necessary to keep Forces. 
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during the winter season ; and to wait on his Excellency 
General Washington, and represent to him the exposed 
situation of such place or places as they may judge neces- 
sary to be guarded, and to request his protection of them'; 
and make report. 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up concurred, and 
Mr, Sullivan, Colonel Orne, Colonel Lovell, and Captain 
Tobcy, are joined on the part of the House. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, December 6, 1775. 
Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Walter Spooner, John 
Winthrop, Joseph Gerrish, Jedediah Foster, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin 
Lincoln, John Whetcomb, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Jo- 
seph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, 
Benjamin White, Esquires. 

A Letter from his Honour Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., 
Governour of Connecticut, relative to the fraud of persons 
supplying the enemy with Provisions, by way of Nantucket. 

Read, and Ordered, That John Winthrop and Charles 
Chauncy, Esqrs., with such as the honourable House shall 
join, be a Committee to take the said Letter, and Papers 
enclosed, under consideration, and report. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Two Letters from his Excellency General Washington, 
on the critical situation of the Army. 

Read, and Ordered, That Walter Spooner, John Win- 
throp, and Joseph Palmer, Esquires, with such as the 
honourable House shall join, be a Committee to wait on his 
Excellency General Washington, immediately, to confer 
with him on the subject-matter of the foregoing Letters, 
and devise some ways and means of easing the difficulties 
therein suggested. 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up concurred, and 
Mr. Sullivan, Captain Batchelder, Mr. Cushing, and Colo- 
nel Orne, Esquires, are joined on the part of the House. 

In Council: Ordered, That Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to consider what may be necessary to be done rela- 
tive to the expense arising by the Prisoners taken by pri- 
vate adventurers, and report. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Petition of the Selectmen of B oxford, humbly showeth: 
" In consequence of a request from the Committee of Safety 
of the Town of Gloucester, to the Selectmen and Commit- 
tee of Safety of this town, in which they desired a num- 
ber of men might be sent to their assistance, with provi- 
sions and other necessaries, for a short time, as they were 
apprehensive of an immediate attack by sea from our inve- 
terate enemies : 

"Accordingly we have raised and sent to their assistance 
sixteen men, including suitable officers, with provision, &c, 
■suitable for fourteen days, and at the end of the said four- 
teen days we received another request from the Selectmen 
and Committee of Safety of said town, desiring us to con- 
tinue the said men with them some time longer, or send 
others in their stead ; we have, therefore, raised ten other 
men, including a suitable officer, and sent them, with pro- 
vision, &.c, for fourteen days more, which terms they have 
respectively served out at said Gloucester. 

" The charge we have been at in sending and providing 
provision for the above-mentioned twenty-six men, for four- 
teen days, amounts to fifteen pounds twelve shillings, which 
charge, together with such wages as the honourable Court 
shall think adequate to their services, as we in duty bound 
shall ever pray." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Receiver-General be, and he is hereby directed to pay to 
Aaron Wood, Esq., thirty-nine Pounds seven Shillings, to 
be by him applied for the payment of one Sergeant and 
twenty-five Privates, for their service as soldiers at Glou- 
cester, viz: the Sergeant one month, and the men half 
month each ; and, also, for the billeting, fee, of the said 
soldiers. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In Council: Ordered, That Walter Spooner, Charles 
Chauncy, and Joseph Palmer, Esquires, with such as the 
honourable House shall join, be a Committee to wait on 
his Excellency General Washington, and represent to him 
the circumstances of the four Companies now doing duty 



at Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham, as to when they 
were inlisled, and by whose order, from whom they have 
received their orders from time to time, and in what service 
they have been employed. That they were considered by 
this Colony, when raised, as part of the thirteen thousand six 
hundred men voted by us, and have always been so consi- 
dered ; and desire that his Excellency would order them 
to be paid by the Continent, as they were not inlisted, 
neither have they been employed for the special purpose 
of defending the sea-costs, as a number since have been. 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up concurred, and 
Mr. Pitts, Mr. Jewett, Mr. Hobart, and Mr. Story, are 
joined on the part of the House. 

Petition of Thomas Livermore, Sergeant of the Sixty- 
Third Regiment, setting forth, " that he, with seven soldiers 
and nine sailors, being prisoners, and confined in jail in 
Ipsu-ich, would acquaint your Honours, that five of our 
number have been very sick, one of which men remains 
very ill, and has nothing to cover him in this inclement 
season but the clothes which he has now on his back, and 
these have remained on for three months. We are all in a 
bad situation for clothing, and our necessity obliges us to 
petition your Honours to grant us such relief as your Ho- 
nours shall think proper ; and, as in duty bound, shall ever 
pray." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Selectmen of the Town of Ipswich be, and they hereby are 
required and empowered, as soon as may be, to furnish 
each of (he seven Soldiers mentioned in said petition, with 
two Shirts, one Blanket, and a Cap ; that they furnish each 
of the nine Sailors in said jail, with one Coat, Jacket, and a 
pair of Breeches, two Shirts, two pair oT Stockings, a pair 
of Shoes, one Cap, and one Blanket; and that the said 
Selectmen provide light Sacks, for the said sixteen priso- 
ners, and lay an account of their expenses before this Court 
for allowance and payment. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, December 7, 1775. 
Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 
Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, John Winthrop, Joseph Gerrish, 
John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, James Prcscott, Eldad Taylor, 
Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph Pal- 
mer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benja- 
min White, Esquires. 

Petition of Joseph Greenleaf, late of Boston, in the 
County of Suffolk, humbly shows, " that your petitioner, 
with Doctor Jonathan King and Captain Phineas Vpham, 
both of Brookfield, in the County of Worcester, with con- 
siderable expense, and close application and labour, have 
happily discovered the method of manufacturing copperas 
and alum, which they have the fullest assurance they can 
obtain, in sufficient quantities, to supply this whole Colony 
at least; and they humbly apprehend they can also manu- 
facture oils of vitriol and sulphur, spirits and balsam of sul- 
phur, and sundry other chemical matters of great importance 
to their country in this critical day. And, inasmuch as the 
foregoing articles cannot be produced without great ex- 
pense for a proper apparatus, and whereas there will be no 
clear profits for a considerable time, your petitioner humbly 
prays, that an exclusive privilege of manufacturing in this 
Colony, the above-mentioned articles, for the term of ten 
years, may be granted him in conjunction with the above 
named Jonathan King and Phineas Vpham, and that they 
may have their action against any person or persons who 
shall venture to manufacture said articles during said term; 
and that your Honours would afford your petitioners and 
company such further encouragement as your Honours, in 
your wisdom and goodness, may think proper, and your 
petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray." 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and Ordered, 
That Colonel Orne and Mr. Cushing, at Captain Stearns's, 
with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to consider the within Petition, and report thereon. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and William Sever 
and Joseph Palmer, Esquires, are joined. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to wait on 
General Washington, to hold a conference with him, on the 
subject-matter of his Letter of the 6th instant, have waited 
on his Excellency, and held the proposed conference, and 
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beg leave to report the draft of a Letter to the General, to 
be signed by the President of the Board, enclosing an at- 
tested copy of the Resolve of this Court, made on the 1st 
December, instant, to call a reinforcement of the Militia to 
bis Excellency General Washington; and the Committee 
beg leave to sit again. 

In Council: Read, and accepted. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

Petition of Alexander Parrau, setting forth, " that he was 
a Sergeant in Captain Nathaniel Warner's company, in the 
Seventeenth Regiment of Foot, in the service of the Uni- 
ted Colonies of North-America, commanded by Colonel 
Moses Little, and humbly showeth, that your petitioner 
received a wound in his right shoulder, in the late battle on 
Bunker-Hill, by which he has lost the use of his right 
arm; and having no way to support himself and family, 
but by his labour, and being rendered incapable of serving 
his country any longer as a soldier, or supporting his family 
by labour, that he now stands in need of immediate relief; 
your petitioner, therefore, prays your Honours would take 
his distressed circumstances under consideration, and afford 
him such.relief as in your wisdom you shall see meet; and 
your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray." 

In the .House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Alexander Parrau, the sum of ten Pounds four Shillings, 
in full, for the loss of his Gun, and for boarding and nursing 
twelve weeks, and carrying him to Gloucester. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of Nathaniel Farmer, of Lexington, in the 
County of Middlesex, Cordvvainer, humbly showeth, " that 
on the morning of the 19th of April last, (he being one of 
the Minute-Men,) was fired upon by the Ministerial troops 
at Lexington, and was wounded in his right arm, which 
fractured the bone to that degree that sundry pieces of the 
same have been taken out, by means of which your peti- 
tioner hath suffered much pain as well as loss of time, and 
charge to the doctors, whose bills are herewith presented, 
and, in fine, is totally disabled from carrying on his business, 
by which he chiefly supported himself and family; where- 
fore he prays your Honours would take his distressed case 
under your wise consideration, and grant him such relief as 
in your wisdom shall seem meet ; and your petitioner, as in 
duty bound, slia.il.eyer pray." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Deacon Stone, for the use of Nathaniel Farmer, the sum 
of thirteen Pounds fifteen Shillings, in full, for his doctoring, 
nursing, and loss of time, while confined with his wounds. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of George Reed, of Woburn, humbly showeth, 
" that he was in the skirmish at Concord, between the Mi- 
nisterial troops and the Provincials, on the 19th of April 
last, in which skirmish your petitioner received a ball in 
his side, and was under the doctor's care for near three 
months, unable to administer any thing to the support of 
his family by labour; wherefore your petitioner earnestly 
prays your Honours would take his case under your wise 
consideration, and grant him such relief as your wisdom 
and justice shall dictate." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of (he publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
George Reed, the sum of eight Pounds nine Shillings, in 
full, for his nursing, doctoring, and loss of time while con- 
fined with his wounds. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday, December 8, 1775. 

Present in Council : Honpurables Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Sam. 
uel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, William Sever, 
Benjamin Greenleaf, Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, John Win- 
throp, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, James 
Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Ben- 
jamin White, Esquires. 

Captain Stone, of Framing ham, came up with a mes- 
sage from the House, informing the Board, that the House 
had assigned next Wednesday, three o'clock, afternoon, to 
come to the choice.pf five Delegates to represent this Co- 
lony in American Congress, for the ensuing year, by joint 
ballot, if agreeable to the honourable Board. 



Samuel Holten, Esq., went down with a verbal message 
to the House, informing them that the Board had agreed 
to the foregoing proposal of the honourable House. 

In Council: Resolved, That the Secretary be, and he 
hereby is directed forthwith to take, or procure to be taken, 
copies of all such Vouchers as the Committee, appointed 
by this Court, to prepare the accounts of charges and ex- 
penses incurred by this Colony, in defence of American 
liberty, may think needful to transmit to the honourable 
the Continental Congress ; and that he carefully compare 
such copies with the originals, and attest the same, in order 
to their being lodged in the Secretary's office ; which co- 
pies, so attested, shall have all the validity and effect that 
the originals might or ought to have ; and the Secretary is 
directed to consult with the said Committee, and be direct- 
ed by them with regard to the mode of taking said copies. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

Petition of Joshua Davis, selling forth " that your Honours 
were pleased to allow him the pay of Lieutenant-Colonel 
for the time he had, or should be in the service of this Co- 
lony. Having been in said service since the 1st day of 
May last, and have not received as yet any pay, your pe- 
titioner begs your Honours would allow him such a part of 
his wages as your Honours think proper." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to Col- 
onel Joshua Davis, the sum of thirty-orre Pounds four 
Shillings, it being the pay of a Lieutenant-Colonel in the 
service of this Colony, from the 1st day of May up to the 
1st day of August, which pay said Davis was allowed by 
a resolve of this Court. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of Joseph Cornet, setting forth "that on the 19th 
of April last, at the battle of Lexington, was by the enemy 
wounded in the left arm, having the cords and arteries cut 
in such a manner as to render his arm entirely useless for 
more than three months, and has been at great charge in 
surgery, nursing, and board; therefore prays your Honours 
may grant him such relief as you may think proper. " 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury, to Joseph Cornej;, 
the sum of twelve Pounds seven Shillings, in full, for his 
nursing, boarding, and doctoring, and time lost. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, December 9, 1775. 
Present in Council: Honourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 
John Winthrop, Caleb Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, 
Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, 
Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, 
Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Esquires. 

Petition of Francis Brown, of Lexington, setting forth, 
" that he was a Sergeant in Captain Parker's Company, of 
said town, who was fired upon by the Ministerial Army, 
on the 19th of April last, who, unfortunately, received a 
wound in his cheek, by a musket ball, which passed nearly 
through his neck, and afterwards extracted from the back 
of the same, by which means he endured much pain, and 
lost about three months of his time. He hopes your Ho- 
nours will order the payment of his doctor's bill, which is 
three pounds two shillings, and such allowance for his time, 
nursing, &c, as your Honours may think proper." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Francis Brown, the sum of twelve Pounds two Shillings, 
in full, for his nursing, boarding, and doctoring. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, by informa- 
tion to this Court, there is great reason to apprehend that 
Edward Raud, Pewterer, of Newbury port, and brother of 
Doctor Isaac Raud, of Boston, has carried on a criminal 
correspondence with his brother aforesaid, who is unfriendly 
to the cause of America ; therefore, 

Resolved, That Captain Epes forthwith repair to Mr. 
Winthrop Gray, at Maiden, or Point- Shirley, and inquire 
into the facts aforesaid in confidence ; and provided the said 
Gray shall confirm the same, that then the said Captain 
Epes forthwith repair to the Committee of Safety and Cor- 
respondence of Newburyport, with this resolve, who are 
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hereby directed and empowered to cause the said Edward 
Raud, Pewterer, to be immediately put under a sufficient 
guard, and bis papers secured, until the further order of 
this Court. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration and report on the Letter of Governour Trum- 
bull relative to the Inhabitants of Nantucket, have attended 
that service, and beg leave to report by way of resolve. 

Whereas, representation has been made to this Court, 
that supplies of Provision, more than are necessary for in- 
ternal consumption, and for such voyages as may be pro- 
secuted consistent with the Resolves of Congress and the 
General Assembly of this Colony, have been lately ship- 
ped from this and the neighbouring Colonies for the Island 
of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard, and there is great 
reason to suspect that the Inhabitants of the said Island of 
Nantucket have abused the indulgence of this Court, by 
supplying our enemies with such Provisions, &c, as were 
admitted to be transported to them for their internal con- 
sumption only. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence for 
the Town of Falmouth, in the County of Barnstable, be, 
and they hereby are directed forthwith to return to this 
Court a true copy, upon oath, of all permits which they 
have granted to the Inhabitants of Nantucket, or any other 
person, or persons, in their behalf, for obtaining Provisions 
from the inhabitants of this and the neighbouring Colonies 
to supply said Inhabitants of Nantucket, and to suspend 
granting any permits in future to the said Inhabitants, or 
any person on their behalf, till the further order of this 
Court ; and the Selectmen of the Town of Sherburne, in 
the Island of Nantucket, as, also, of each Town on Mar- 
tha's Vineyard, are directed forthwith to make strict in- 
quiry into the importation of Provisions into their respective 
towns since the 28th September last, and of all Provisions 
now in sajd town, and to make returns thereof, on oath, 
to this Court, as soon as may be; and the Inhabitants of 
this Colony, and of the other United Colonies, are desired 
to withhold further supplies of Provision, Fuel, or other 
necessaries, from said Island, until the further recommen- 
dation of this Court. 

And the Printers of the Colonies aforesaid, are respec- 
tively desired to cause this Resolve to be inserted in their 
Newspaper. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, Monday morning.* 

* Watertown, December 9, 1775. — Mat it t-lease your Honours : I 
was, the last evening, notified by the Secretary that your Honours had 
appointed me to tho office of a maritime Judge, for the Counties of 
Suffolk, Middlesex, and Essex, and tho information was received with 
gratitudo and respect, more especially as this is a repeated instance of 
your Honours' benevolence towards me. 

The qualifications necessary for this department are such, that I can 
by n<> means presume to claim them, and the appointment is consider, 
ed as altogether arising from the candour of your Honours, rather than 
from the least degree of merit in myself, notwithstanding which, I 
should think it an incumbent duty to obey the call of your most ho. 
nourable body in this Colony, elected at a time when real merit could 
only raise them to their elevated stations, did it not militate with pub- 
lick concerns that appear to be of equally an important nature. As this 
is the case, and upon mature deliberation, I find it impracticable to fill 
the place consistent with such publick engagements, I must beg leave 
to be excused from accepting the appointment, and flitter myself with 
the hopes of your Honours' approbation in this measure. 

I shall at all times tako pleasure in contending for tho honour of 
the Council of this Colony, as well as in exerting myself to execute 
their measures, and, am, with tho greatest respect, your Honours' most 
obedient and very humble servant, Elbridge Gerry. 

To tho Honourable the Council of tho Colony of Massachusetts.Bay. 

In Council, December 9, 1775 : Read, and Ordered, That the fore, 
going letter be entered on the files of Council. 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

Head.Quarters, December 9, 1775. — Sir : General Washington de- 
sires you will please to order all the Militia companies, as they arrive at 
Wuterlown, to march forthwith to Roxbury, where they arc "to receive 
and obey the orders and directions of Major-General Ward. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Horatio Gates, Adjutant-Generah 
To the Honourable the President of the Council. 

In Council, December 9, 1775 : Read, and at tho desire of his Excel- 
lency General Washington, the Militia companies which were directed 
to repair to Head.Quarters, on the 10th instant, and shall pass through 
Walertown, are hereby Further directed to march forthwith to Roxbury, 
where they are to receive and obey the orders and directions of M;ijor! 
General Ward, .And that Jonathan Brown, Esq., of Watertown, bo 
desired lo_. notify the several companies, as they shall arrive at Water- 
town, of this order. Perez Morton, Deputy Secretory. 



Monday, December 11, 1775. 

Present in Council : llonourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenlcaf, 
Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, Joseph Gcrrish, John Whetcornb,' 
Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, 
Charles Chauncy, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabcz Fisher, 
Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Povmalborough, setting forth, " that there is a difference 
subsisting between the Committee of Inspection for the East 
Parish and the Committee of Correspondence of this Town, 
arising from the conduct of Abiel Wood, who the Commit- 
tee of Inspection have, as we think, justly published as an 
enemy to this country, and the Committee of Correspond- 
ence have endeavoured to make the world believe he isa 
friend, by publishing him as such ; and as we have no rea- 
son to think the Committee of Inspection have done wrong, 
and the dispute, if continued, may be of dangerous conse- 
quences, not only to the town, but to the County, we 
humbly pray that your Honours would take the matter into 
consideration, and order the said Wood to appear before 
the Court for trial, and the Committee of Inspection to 
produce their evidence against him, that he may be either 
acquitted or condemned, and thereby this town may be 
restored to peace." 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and thereupon 
Ordered, That Mr. Wood, Mr. Cushing, and Mr. Gardner, 
with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Commit- 
tee to consider the same, and report. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and John Taylor and 
Benjamin White, Esquires, are joined. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to consider 
the Petition of the Committee of Inspection for the East 
part of the Town of Poivnalborough, praying the Commit- 
tee of Correspondence of said town might be called on to 
answer for their conduct relative to Abiel Wood and Jona- 
than Williamson, and that they, the said Wood and Wil- 
liamson, may be removed from that place to prevent their 
deceiving the people; and the Petition of Roger Smith, 
and sixteen others, Inhabitants of said town, praying that 
said Wood and Williamson may be brought before this 
Court, and that the Committee of Inspection, the pe- 
titioners, be called upon to produce their evidences, that 
justice may be done, and the town thereby restored to 
peace : Your Committee, on the strictest examination, 
find this unhappy dispute run very high between the par- 
ties, and that many other persons in the County of IJn- 
coln, and, particularly in the Town of Pownalborovgh, are 
interested in the event. Said Wood also desires the liberty 
of producing some evidence to vindicate his character and 
conduct, which he, at this time, is not possessed of. There- 
fore, that no unjust method may be taken, and that strict 
and equal justice may be done, your Committee beg leave 
to report unanimously, by way of Resolve, viz: that three 
Justices from the County of Cumberland, viz : David Mit- 
chell, John Lewis, and Nathaniel Purrington, Esquires, 
or any two of thetn, be directed to repair to the Town of 
Pownalborough, first notifying the Committee of Inspec- 
tion, on the East side of the Town of Pownalborough, 
Abiel Wood, Jonathan Williamson, and the Committee of 
Correspondence for said town, at least seven days before- 
hand, of the time, place, and intention of said meeting, by 
posting up a copy of said Petitions and this Order of Court 
thereon, at the Court-House, in said Poumalborough; and 
the said Justices, or either of them, sumrnons all persons 
to appear before them, who shall be named to them, or 
either of them, by either of the parties concerned, as evi- 
dences in this unhappy dispute, and that the said Justices 
take the several testimonies, seal them up, transmit them 
to, and lodge them in the Secretary's Office by the first 
Tuesday in February next, and that the parties attend this 
Court, if they see cause, on the second Tuesday of the next 
session, for the determination of this Court thereon ; and 
the cost of taking said testimonies shall be paid as the Ge- 
neral Court shall hereafter order; and that the Secretary 
be directed to furnish said Justices with an attested copy 
of said Petitions and this Order, forthwith. 

In Council: Read, and accepted. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and non-con- 
curred, and ordered to be recommitted. 

In Council : Read, and concurred, and ordered to be 
recommitted. 
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■ A Letter from John Hancock, Esquire, President of the 
American Congress, with enclosed Resolutions of Congress, 
pertaining to this Colony. 

In Council: Read, and sent down. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and Ordered, 
That Mr. Gerry, Mr. Pitts, and Colonel Ome, with such 
as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to take 
into consideration the enclosed Resolves, and report. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and William Sever 
and Walter Spooncr, Esquires, are joined. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That Mr. 
Cooper, Mr. Pitts, and Colonel Loved, with such as the 
honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to take into 
consideration a Letter from Thomas Crafts, Jun.,* con- 
cerning the people lately brought from the Town of Bos- 
ton, of December 10, 1775. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Mr. Chauncy 
and Mr. Fisher are joined. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.f 

* Maiden, December 10, 1775. — Sir : The small-pox has broke out 
in two families that came out of Boston in the first vessels. Two per- 
sons have it at Point Shirley, and one at Maiden. I thought it my 
duty to acquaint you of it, as soon as possible. Beg you would lay it 
before the General Court, that they may take the best measures to pre. 
vent the spreading ef that distemper at this alarming crisis of our pub- 
lick affairs. As it is impossible to get wood carried to Point Shirley, 
the mecting-houso there being of no service and rotten, if we might not 
have orders to pull that down for their immediate supply of fires. 

I am, with great respect, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Thomas Crafts, Jr. 
To the Honourable William Cooper, Esq. 

Cambridge, December 10, 1775. — Sir : I this moment received from 
Mr. Thomas Crafts the letter which you have enclosed, from which it 
will appear that some of the people who came out of Boston were in. 
fected with the small-pox. As this disorder, should it spread, may 
prove very disastrous, and .fatal to our Army and the country around it, 
I should hope that you will have such necessary steps taken as will pre- 
vent the infection brfng further communicated. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, George Washington. 

To the Honourable James Otis, Esq., President of the Council of Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay. 

Malden, December 10, 1775. — Sir: The small-pox has broko out 
in two families that came out of Boston in the first vessels. Two per- 
sons have it at Point Shirley, and one at Maiden. I think it my duty 
to acquaint you thereof, as soon as possible. Beg your Excellency 
would confer with the General Court what measures are best to be 
taken to prevent the spreading of this distemper at this alarming crisis 
of our publick affairs. 

I am, with grsat respect, your Excellency's most obedient, humble 
servant, Thomas Crafts, Jr. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

In Council, December 11, 1775 : Read, and Ordered, That the Se- 
cretary be directed to write to his Excellency General Washington, to 
inform him of the order taken by the General Court on the 7th instant, 
on the matter suggested in the foregoing letter, enclosing an attested 
copy thereof. Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

Council Chamber, December 11, 1775.— Sir: At the request of the 
Board, I am to acquaint your Excellency, that in consequence of a let- 
ter received, the 4th instant, from your Excellency's Aid-de-camp, Ro- 
bert II. Harrison, Esq., giving information of a number of persons out 
of Boston, who were apprehended to be infected with the small-pox, 
the whole Court immediately took order thereon, an attested copy 
whereof is enclosed. This, the Board apprehend, precludes the neces. 
sity of taking any further order on your Excellency's letter of this day. 
If your Excellency should think otherwise, and that this ordar will not 
completely remove the evil, on your Excellency's suggesting the defi. 
ciency, the earliest remedy will be applied. 

In the name and behalf of the Board, I am your Excellency's most 
obedient and very humble servant, W. Sever. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

t Newburtport, December 8, 1775. — Honoured Sir: We arc en- 
gaged in fixing out Captain Peter Roberts, the bearer, in a small sloop, 
for a privateer, and have to ask the favour of you to assist him in pro- 
curing a commission for that purpose, as we are all pretty much en- 
gaged in privateers, powder vessels, recruits, &c, and cannot, with any 
convenience, come down. If you will stand in with Captain Roberts, 
as a bondsman, we hereby engage to stand between you and harm, as 
though our names were down instead of yours, in the bond. 
We are, sir, respectfully, your very obedient servants, 
Jonathan Titcomb, Moses Little, 
Tristram Dalton, Stephen & Ralph Cross. 
Jackson, Tracy, & Tracy. 
To B. Greenleaf. 

P. S. The sloop Game Cock, burden about twenty tons. 

In Council, December 11, 1775 : Read, and Ordered, That the within 
named Peter Roberts, be commissionated for the purposes within men- 
tioned, on his giving bond, with one sufficient surety, to the Colony 
Treasurer, for the faithful performance of his duty therein, agreeable to 
the act prescribing the same. Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. ' 

Newburyfort, December 8, 1775. — Sir : The needful of this is to 
beg the favour you will assist the bearer, Captain Ojfin Boardman, in 
getting a commission for the schooner Washington, as we have fitted 
her for a privateer. In case 1 you would be bondsman for Captain Board- 



Tuesday, December 12, 1775. 

Prpsant in Council: Honourablss William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 
Walter Spooner, Caleb Gushing, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, 
Jcdediah Foster, James Prcsoott, Eldad Taylor, Charles Chauncy, 
Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez fisher, Moses Gill, John Tay. 
lor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration a Letter from Captain Thomas Crafts, beg 
leave to report the following Resolve : 

Whereas, it appears that the Inhabitants lately come out 
of Boston to Point Shirley, are under difficult circumstan- 
ces for want of Fuel, and that two of said Inhabitants are 
now broke out with the Small-Pox : 

Resolved, That the Committee at said Point Shirley be, 
and they hereby are, directed to make use of any old de- 
cayed stores, barns, or fish-houses, as fuel for the relief of 
the sick and distressed, and if necessary, to take down any 
publick building there for the purpose aforesaid ; said Com- 
mittee to render an account of their proceedings to this 
Court. And they are further directed to use their utmost 
endeavours to prevent the spreading of the small-pox, and 
make proper representation of the state of such persons as 
are put under their care, to this Court, whenever they find 
there is occasion therefor ; and that Captain Foster and 
Captain Searl be a Committee to repair immediately to 
Point Shirley, and cause such buildings, as may be thought 
necessary to be taken down for fuel, to be appraised, and 
take any measures, and give any directions that shall ap- 
pear to them necessary to aid the Committee now there in 
procuring wood and in preventing the spreading of the 
small-pox. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That it be, 
and it is hereby, strongly recommended to the Committees 
of Correspondence and Safety of the Town of . . . ... 

and in case of a deficiency of both said Committees, to the 
Selectmen of said Town, that they cause to be made to 
this Court, a true return of the number of men in sard 
Town who are desirous of inlisting, and fit for Marines or 
Seamen on board of armed vessels, either in the pay of the 
Continent, or of this Colony, or of private ady/enturers, 
who shall fit out said vessels ; also, the names of the 
persons as are desirous of entering the service aforesaid, 
and are qualified for Commanders or other officers; like- 
wise, the Ships, Brigantines, Schooners or Sloops, in sai$] 
Town, suitable for armed vessels, which.are to be sold or 
hired out ; to whom they respectively belong, what their 
tonnage, the depth of water they draw, their breadth, their 
decks, and what their age ; and that said return be made 
agreeable to the schedule herewith sent them, and with- 
out delay lodged in the Secretary's Office. 

Resolved, That the foregoing Resolve be printed, and 
sent to the several maritime Towns in this Colony, with a 
special direction to each of said Towns, by filling up the 
blank in the same, with the name of each Town to which 
it shall be sent. 

Resolved, That Colonel Thompson be a Committee to 
cause the foregoing Resolves and the Schedule annexed, 
to be printed and sent to the Towns mentioned therein. T 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Memorial of the Committees of Safety and Correspon- 
dence of the Town of Gloucester, " acknowledge, with gra- 
titude, the favour of a Committee from the honourable 
Court, agreeable to our request ; also, the receipt of two 
four- pound cannon from Worcester. We beg leave fur- 
ther to request, that if you think this harbour worthy of 
defence, you would be pleased to grant us further assist- 
ance; as we have a number of redoubts without cannon, 
we pray you would order us four nine-pounders and two 
eighteens, with their implements, and a proper number of 
rounds for each. We pray, also, that Captains Bradbury, 
Saunders, and William Pearson, of this town, may be 

man, we will, at all events, indemnify you. Your compliance with 
this request will lay us under the strongest obligations to you. 
We are, with respect, your most humble servants, 

Thomas Jones, Nathan Blodget, 
John Stickney, Abner Greenlea*', 
Joseph Marguand. 
To the Honourable Benjamin Greenleaf, Esq. 

In Council, December 11, 1775: Read, and Ordered, That the said 
Offin Boardman_ be commissionated for the purposes Aforesaid, on his 
giving bond, agreeable to the act of this Colony prescribing the same 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 
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commissioned to inlist a suitable number of men, as artil- 
lerymen, to manage said cannon ; that ....... may 

be appointed a Field-Officer, to command the troops sta- 
tioned here, and the Militia, when necessary; and, honour- 
able sirs, we are humbly of opinion, could we have one 
hundred men sent, in addition to those already stationed 
here, exclusive of artillerymen, or have liberty to inlist 
them where we can find them, on the same terms of the 
sea-coast men,' might be sufficient lo make a good de- 
fence, otherwise we fear what our fate may be. But we 
leave the matter to the great wisdom of the honourable 
Court, to act as they think fit, referring for particulars 
and the great importance of this port to the general cause 
we are now" engaged in, to the honourable Committee 
"sent by the Court to view our situation, and should only 
add, that our necessity for some speedy relief must apolo- 
gize for troubling the honourable Court so often. But last 
night was brought into this harbour, a briganline, loaded 
with ordnance stores, from Great Britain, by Capt. Manly, 
of a privateer, of great value and consequence. We there- 
fore, now, stand in need of instant assistance to defend so va- 
luable a cargo, as the enemy will endeavour to regain it." 
ij,/n the Home of Representatives : Considering the im- 
portance of the Harbour of Gloucester to this Colony, the 
exposedness of the same to the enemy, it appears necessa- 
ry that, in addition to the provision already made, that more 
jneti should be stationed there to complete and defend the 
fortifications already erected and erecting: Therefore, 

'Resolved, That there be two Companies immediately 
raised, consisting of fifty men each, including officers, upon 
the same establishment as the forces raised for the defence 
of the sea-coasts; one Company of which to be employed 
tojrianage the artillery; and that suitable officers be com- 
misYionatecLtc-. raise and command the same. The above 
Companies to continue in said service till the first day of 
April next, unless discharged before that time by order of 
this Court. 

And it is further Resolved, That a General Officer be 
appointed to take the command of the forces stationed at 
Gloucester, who shall be empowered to call in the neigh- 
touring Militia, upon any emergency, as he shall judge 
necessary, and discharge them again, as soon as the ser- 
vice wilLadmit of the same, and that the above officers be 
chosen, by joint ballot, of the honourable Board and this 
House, 

Ira C^ouncil^ .Read, and concurred. 
, i( Adjourned to ten o'clock, to morrow morning.* 

..,_". * , Wednesday, December 13, 1775. 

Present in Council: Honourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 

Walter Spooner, Caleb Cashing, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, 
i Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, 

Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, 

Jabjz Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

In consequence of a Resolve passed the General Court, 
December the 9th, 1775, respecting Edward Raud, of this 
.,'? W , D ' 'J 1 ? .?9 m !P!!, t . e S .directed that he should be put under 
'guard, wriiclvwas done immediately and his person secur- 
ed ; the Committee then examined his papers, opening 
eacT) singly, and find" none that have any reference to his 
political conduct, or that have the most distant relation to 
the charge in snid Resolve. At the desire of Mr. Raud, he 
is sent to Watertown, and submitted to the direction of this 
Court. : ; . J. Lowell, Chairman, P. T. 

In Council: Read, and Ordered, That Samuel Holten, 
Esq., with such as the honourable House shall join, be a 
Committee to examine into the character and conduct of 
the said Edward Raud, touching the charge alleged against 
him, and make report. 

* Tuesday Morning. — Mat it please your Honours : The Secretary 
has just now informed me that your Honours have thought fit to ap. 
point me Judge of aCourt, to try the justice of the capture of vessels in. 
festing the sea-coast of America, which shall be brought into the Coun- 
ties of Suffolk, Middlesex, and Essex, and that my answer is requested 
tbi^mornin^g. Your Honours will please accept my thanks for the 
appointment, with^jjn^BMBurance that I have no disposition to refuse 
an office, however hazardous or difficult, that is judged necessary for 
the publick good, anc! which the judicious, in whose power it is to make 
or , a 4»' s = a H. appointment, and to whom I am personally well known, 
think me qualified to discharge. 

I am, may it please your Honours, your Honours' most obedient ser- 
' ant : „ . , Timothy Pickering, Jr. 

To the Honourable Jtlis Council of the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay. 

I SL Co . LN , c .! 1, '> December 12, 1775 : Read, and ordered to be entered on 
the files of Council. Perez Morton, Secretary. 



In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurfed, 
and Mr. Caldwell and Mr. Hopkins are joined. 

Mr. Story came up with a message from the honoura- 
ble House, informing the Board that the coming to the 
choice of Delegates for the American Congress, which was 
assigned to this afternoon, is postponed to Friday next, 
ten o'clock, A. M. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., went down with a message to the 
honourable House, to inform them that the Board had 
agreed to the foregoing proposal. 

Jn the House of Representatives : Whereas, there are 
a number of persons in the several Towns In this Colony- 
thai have left Estates, both real and personal, and have left 
no person to occupy the same, have taken refuge in Bos- 
ton and elsewhere, and joined themselves to our inveterate 
and unnatural enemies, and thereby rendered themselves 
justly odious to all true friends of this country; Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Selectmen and Committee of Cor- 
respondence in the several towns where such Estates may 
be found, be, and they hereby are, empowered to take into 
their care all such personal estate, and suffer no waste to 
be made thereon, and to sell or dispose of all such stock as 
cannot be kept on such Estates, by reason of the scarcity 
of fodder ; and to take care of all the produce, and dispose 
of the same to the best advantage, wherever it may be 
found, on such Farms or Estates, except such as are im- 
proved for the immediate use of this Colony or Continent, 
and that the said Selectmen and Committees take care of 
all such personal estate and produce as they shall not dis- 
pose of, and keep an account of their doings therein, until 
the further orders of this Court, and lay their accounts, on 
oath, before them, when required, that justice may hereaf- 
ter be done to the publick, as, also, to those individuals, 
when due inquiry can be made into their conduct ; and 
that Mr. Watson procure this to be printed in the several 
newspapers of this Colony. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That Mr. 
Putnam, Captain Parker, and Mr. Singletary, be, and they 
hereby are, appointed a Committee to purchase so much 
land, and such a part of the stream of water in the Town of 
Sutton, as may be fully sufficient for the erecting a Mill in 
the said Town of Sutton, for the manufacturing Gunpowder. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Committee afore- 
said are hereby authorized and empowered to purchase the 
remains of a Gunpowder-Mill, in the Town of Sutton, with 
so much of the land and stream adjoining the same as may 
be sufficient to prepare said Mil) for the manufacturing 
Gunpowder; and the said Committee are hereby empow- 
ered to employ such skilful persons as manufacturers, as 
may be sufficient for that purpose, and to lay the bills of the 
expenses thereof before this Court ; and that the said Com- 
mittee contract for a sum not exceeding six hundred Pounds. 
In Council : Read, and concurred. 
Adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.* 

* Council-Chamber, December 13, 1775: Sir: It appears to tho 
Board, that in a recommendation to yonr Excellency, dated the 31st 
day of October last, in favour of several officers in Colonel Doolitth's 
Regiment, Mr. Jacob Miller was recommended to be commission ated 
as an Ensign, which appears to havo been a clerical error, who was 
ordered to have been recommended as Major of said regiment. Also, 
in the same letter, Mr. Nathaniel Cqussers was recommended to re- 
ceive an Ensign's commission, which was also a clerical mistake, and 
should have been Nathaniel Cousens. Another person was recom. 
mended as a Captain, by the name of Abner Capron, which should havo 
been Oliver Capron. The Council have thought fit to mention to your 
Excellency the above mistakes, and desire they may not operate to the 
disadvantage of the persons interested. 

In the name and by order of the Council. W. Sever. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

Norton, December 4, 1775. — Mayit please your Honours : I grate- 
fully acknowledge the honour you have done me, by appointing me to 
several offices within the County of Bristol, shall endeavour, by my 
conduct, to deserve both your and the publick approbation, and do as- 
sure you of my hearty attachment to the rights and interest of my 
country. 

I desire your Honours would excuse roe from acting as one of tho 
Justices of the Inferior Court within the same County. 

That the God of wisdom may direct yon in the difficult day, and that 
your endeavours for the publick good may be crowned with success, is 
the sincere desire and prayer of your most obedient and humble s'er. 
vant, George Leonard, Jr. 

To the Honourable Council. 

In General Council, December 13, T775: Read, and ordered to be 
entered on the files of Council . PSRKZ Morton, Dep'y Sec'y. 
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Thursday, December 14, 1775. by their Brigadier-General, and each company shall be 

Present in Council : Honourablca William Sever, Benjamin Grcenlcaf, mustered ei»ht times a ye'af, including regimental musters. 

Walter Spooncr, Caleb Cusliing, John Winthrop Joseph Gerrish, Th Militia, when drawn out to encampment or battle, 

John Wlielcomb, Jedediah Foster, James Irescolt, Eldad laylor, , , , , / , ■ -J J 

Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Forley, Joseph Pal. to be under the same laws and regulations as are provided 
mor, Samuel Huiteii, Jabei Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Ben. by the Continental Congress for the Army, except in capj- 

jamin White, Esquires. tal Cases. 

The Committee appointed by both Houses to prepare 
and bring in a Bill for raising and regulating a Militia in 
this Colony, beg leave to suggest the following heads of 
said Bill, to be considered by the Court: 

That there shall be, over the whole Militia of the Colo- 
ny, three Major-Generals, to be chosen by ballot of both 
Houses, and to be cqmmissionated by the Council, or the 
major part of them. 

There shall be one Brigadier-General over the Militia 
of each County, where there are more than one regiment, 
in which case said regiment is to be annexed to some other 
regiment, chosen and commissionated as is above provided, 
for the choosing and commissionaling the Major-Generals. 

The Militia of each County shall be divided into regi- 
ments, and altered, from tune to time, as may be necessa- 
ry, by the Council, or the major part of them. 

Two Colonels and two Majors shall be chosen and com- 
missioned over each regiment, in manner as is provided for 
the General Officers. 

The Field-Officers, or the major part of them, shall 
divide their regiment into companies, to consist, as near as 
conveniently can be, of sixty-eight privates. No soldier to 
be carried into the company of another town without his 
consent. When there shall be an equal division in the 
votes of the four Field-Officers, the First Colonel shall give 
the casting vote. 

The Militia to be composed of males, from sixteen years 
old to fifty, with exceptions. 

Each company to choose one Captain and two Lieute- 
nants, by ballot, in the presence of one of the Field-Offi- 
cers, who sh.all preside as Moderator; and the Council, or 
the major part of them, to commissionate those so chosen, 
on said Field-Officers certifying such choice to the Secre- 
tary. 

The major part of the Field-Officers of each regiment 
to appoint an Adjutant, who shall be commissioned by the 
Council, or the major part of them, on his being recom- 
mended by the major part of said Field-Officers. 

The major part of the Council may stay the commission 
of any General or Field-Officer, for the space of seven 
days, until they may lay any objections which may arise in 
their minds against making out such commission, before 
both Hpuses, for their consideration. And where there 
shall be a petition to the Court, signed by a number of the 
Militia, against any Captain or Subaltern that may be cho- 
sen, the major part of the Council may slay the commis- 
sions of such persons, until the said petition is acted upon 
and determined. 



When the Militia of any town, or any part of them, ate 
drawn out to encampment or battle, the Selectmen of their 
town shall cause carts to follow them with one mont.hls 
provisions; and if a camp shall be formed and a Comnrip- 
sary appointed, the remainder of said provisions shall be 
delivered to such Commissary on the account of the Ca- 

The Colonel of each regiment shall give his Captains., 
under his hand, in writing, the limits of their respective 
companies, the method of mustering, on a|l occasions, and 
their alarm posts. 

All fines arising by breach of duty, in not providing 
arms, &5C, or disobedience on training days, to be recover- 
ed by common law. 

All fines, forfeitures, and punishments, for breach of duty 
in an alarm, to be settled by Court-Martial. 

Officers to be obliged to learn the exercise recommend- 
ed in 'Sixty-four, by the first day of March next, and (o 
instruct their men therein on muster days. 

No officer shall treat any of his men on muster-days, nor 
on the day of choosing officers. 

The Selectmen of each town to furnish those persons 
who are unable to furnish themselves therewith, with such 
arms and accoutrements as is directed by this act. 

In Council: Read, and sent down. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

In Council: Ordered, That the Secretary be directed 
to take copies of aU such Papers ;as were to be .transmitted 
to Continental Congress. 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up concurred, 

Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of the westvardly 
part of the Town of Newton, setting forth : 

" That your petitioners, and many others in said west- 
wardly part, live at a great distance from the Old Meeting- 
House, (so called,) in said town, who, with their predeces- 
sors, had for many years past been put to extraordinary 
difficulty in attending the publick worship of God in said 
house, especially in winter season, and they, with their 
families, often detained therefrom by storms and bad. tra- 
velling ; and in order that they might oftener, and with 
more convenience, attend publick worship, they built a 
Meeting-House, at their own cost, more than eleven years 
ago, and supported preaching there ip every winter since, 
and in private houses many of the winters, for about thirty 
years before, which has been very burdensome ; and what 
lias added to their burden is, their being obliged to pay 
their proportionable part of the Ministerial taxes, which a 

The no.n-Commissiooed Officers to be chosen by their number of families at the southerly part of the town have 
respective companies. been exempted from more than .forty years p;ast» who djd 

Each officer and private who is able, in the judgment of not live so remote from said Old Meeting-House as a great 



the Selectmen where they live, shall provide themselves 
with one good musket, to the satisfaction of the commis- 
sioned officers of the company, with a steel ramrod, pri- 
ming-wire, and brush fitted thereto, a bayonet, cutting- 
sword, tomahawk, or hatchet, a cartouch-box that will con- 
tain twenty-three rounds of cartridges, six flints, with pow- 
der sufficient for sixty rounds of cartridges, thirty of which 
to be made up, and sixty balls, and one knapsack and 
blanket. 

The Selectmen of each town shall provide, at their 
town's expense, one sixteenth part so many narrow axes, 
one-eighth part so many iron spades or shovels, and one 
sixteenth part so many pickaxes, as there are rateable polls 
in their town, and deposite the same with the commanding 
officers of their respective towns. 

The Clerk of each company shall, twice every year, take 
an exact list thereof, and present the same to his Captain, 
a copy whereof the Captain shall present to his Colonel, 
and the Colonel shall deliver a return of the numbers 
therein contained twice; a year to the Brigadier-General, 
and the Brigadier-General shall return the same once a 
year to the Major-General, and the Major-General to the 



Council. Each regiment shall be reviewed twice a year most expedient." 
Fourth Sebies.— Vol. iv. 78 



number of your petitioners, which is conceived to be a 
cruel hardship and deprivation of a privilege^ which they 
have been compelled to allow to others. 

" Your petitioners, desirous that peace and unanimity 
might continue in the town, have repeatedly applied to the 
other inhabitants for relief, humbly requesting that they 
would bear a part of said burden ; but the majority of them 
being so attached to their own interest, and regardless of 
the interest and welfare of your petitioners, that no help 
can be obtained, notwithstanding their enjoyment of greater 
privileges to enable them, and their supelriof abilities, in 
general, to bear publick charges. 

"As there now remains no other means to obtain justice, 
but by applying to this honourable Court, your petitioners, 
therefore, most humbly pray, that your Honours would be 
pleased to encourage their enjoying tbatjnvaluable privilege 
of having the Gospel dispensed to them at all seasons of the 
year, for the future, by ordering the said town of JN^ton 
to grant a tax, yearly, for defraying the charges of preaching 
in the Meeting-House built by your petitioners, asjfqregaid, 
in. the months of December, January, February, and Marpfi, 
annually, or otherwise, as in your wisdom shall be thought 
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In Council: Read, and Ordered, That the Petitioners, 
as soon as may be, serve the Inhabitants of the Town of. 
Newton with an attested copy of this Petition and Order, 
by leaving it with the Town-Clerk of the said town, that 
they may show cause, if any they have, on Tuesday, the 
26th current, why the prayer of said Petition should not be 
granted. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and non-con- 
curred and the consideration thereof referred to the next 
" May session. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and ordered to be 
referred accordingly. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to examine 
into the character and conduct of Edward Raud, touching 
the charge alleged against him, have attended that service, 
and fully heard and examined Mr. Raud touching the 
same ; and have, also, heard Captain Epes, who was ap- 
pointed by the Court to make inquiry into the affair; and, 
also, one of the Committee of Newburyport, who has given 
us an account of Mr. Raud's character, in general. 

Therefore, your Committee beg leave to report, as their 
opinion, that there is no evidence sufficient. to support the 
charge alleged against said Raud, and that, in general, his 
character stands fair, and that he be discharged without fur- 
ther inquiry. 

In Council: Read, and accepted; and Ordered, That 
the said Raud be discharged without further inquiry. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

Petition of Ebenezer Beal, setting forth : " that he being 
on board of a vessel fitted out at Machias, for the purpose 
of taking one of His Majesty's armed Cutters, which they 
engaged and took on the 12th day of June last, in Ma- 
chias-Rivcr, in which engagement your petitioner was 
wounded by a ball entering his hip, where it is now lodged, 
and renders your petitioner incapable of getting a liveli- 
hood. He, therefore, prays your Honours to take his case 
into your consideration, and grant him such relief as your 
Honours may think proper." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid, oat of the Colony Treasury, to Ebenezer Beal, 
of Atachias, the sum of sixteen Pounds, in full, for his loss 
of time (six months) and his boarding. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of Ebenezer Munroe, setting forth: "that he 
belonged to Captain John Parker's Company, of Lexing- 
ton; was, on the 1.9th day of April last, wounded by the 
King's troops through the right arm, which rendered him 
unable to labour for more than six weeks, besides being 
at the charge of board and of the Surgeon. Therefore, 
prays your Honours would take his case into your consider- 
ation, and afford him such relief as your Honours may 
think proper." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Ebenezer Munroe, the sum of four Pounds, in full, for 
boarding, nursing, and doctoring. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday, December 15, 1775. 
Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 
Walter Spooner, Caleb dishing, John Winthrop, Jedediah Foster, 
James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, John Whetcomb, Benjamin Lincoln, 
Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, 
Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Mr. Hopkins came up with a message from the House, 
to inform the Board that the House were ready to come to 
the choice of five Delegates, by joint ballot, to represent this 
Colony in American Congress. 

Agreeable to assignment, Mr. Palmer went down with 
a message to the House, to, inform them that the Board are 
now ready to proceed to the choice of five Delegates, by 
joint ballot, agreeable to the proposal of the honourable 
House. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to sort the 
voles for five Delegates, to represent this Colony in Ame- 
rican Congress, reported that the number of votes were : 
On the part of the Board, -,--■- 17 
On the part of the House, - - - - -112 



Total, 



129 



Sixty-five makes a vote. 

The Hon. John Hancock, Esq., had - - 129 
" Hon. Samuel Adams, Esq., - - - 124 
" Hon. John Adams, Esq., - - - 126 
" Hon. Robert Treat Paine, Esq., - 65 

And were accordingly chosen. 

Mr. Story came up with a message from the House, to 
inform the Board that the Delegates now chosen were to 
remain in that office till December next, if agreeable to_ the 
Board. 

Mr. Spooner went down with a message to the House, 
to inform them that the Board agreed to the time limited 
by the House for commission of the Delegates in American 
Congress. 

Mr. Story came up with a message from the House, to 
inform the Board that the House proposed to come to the 
choice of Officers to command at Gloucester, by joint ballot, 
at ten o'clock, to-morrow, if agreeable to the honourable 
Board. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., went down with a message to the 
House, to inform them that the Board had agreed to the 
foregoing proposal of the honourable House. 

Adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.* 

Saturday, December 16, 1775. 

Present in Council: Honourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 
Walter Spooner, Caleb dishing, John Winthrop, John Whetcomb, 
Jedediah Foster, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, 
Charles Chauncy, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, 
Mores Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

The Committee of both Houses appointed lo take into 
consideration sundry Resolves of the Continental Con- 
gress, and report, have attended that service ; and report 
on the Resolve of said Congress, dated October the 26th, 
1775, as their opinion, that a Commillee of both Houses 
be appointed to engage and fix out, with all possible des- 
patch, on the account and risk of this Colony, ten vessels, 
to be laden with as much provision, horses, or any other 
produce of this Colony, except horned cattle, sheep, hogs, 
and poultry, as they may deem necessary; for the impor- 
tation of ammunition, sulphur, and saltpetre, arms, and 
German steel, for manufacturing gun-locks, &c; and that 
the said Committee be empowered to give orders to the 
commander of such vessel, to export the said cargo to 
the ioreign West-Indies, for the purposes aforesaid. All 
which is humbly submitted. 

In Council: Read, and sent down. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and accepted. 

In Council: Read, and concurred ; and, thereupon 

Resolved, That William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 
and Moses Gill, Esquires, with such as the honourable 
House shall join, be a Committee for the purposes men- 
tioned in the above Report. 

In the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred ; 
and the Speaker, Colonel Orne, Captain Foster, and Ma- 
jor Cross, are joined to the Committee of the honourable 
Board. 

Mr. Batchelder came up with a message from the House, 

* Haverhill, December 7, 1775. — Sm: I am informed by the De- 
puty Secretary's letter, that I have lately been appointed by the ho. 
nourable Council for this Colony a Justice of the Superior Court. 

I think I am truly sensible of the great and unexpected honour con. 
ferred on, and the great trust" reposed in me by that appointment. To 
continue in a private station would bo much more agreeable to my 
natural bashfulncss, yet, when my country calls, it is my duty, and I 
think I am heartily willing to exert myself for its service. But con. 
sidering the abilities requisite for, and the duties incumbent on one 
who sustains that office, and the difficulties attending a due discharge 
of those duties at all times, and more especially at this season, when 
the people have for a long time been, in a great measure, looso from 
Government, I confess I feel such a diffidence that I do not know 
whether I could support myself under such a burden. Did my capacity 
sat me foremost in the list of my countrymen, for the discharge of that 
necessary and important office, I ought not to hesitate about underta- 
king it. But, while I am certain there are many whose abilities arc 
so much superior, I should, at such a juncture as this, rather be an 
enemy to my country than a friend, if I accepted it. 

I have great reason to respect the honourable Council, who have 
thought me in any measure qualified for that station; and, was I capa- 
ble of filling it with that dignity at this time requisite, I should not, as 
I now do, decline it. Would pray you, sir, to communicate this in 
such way and manner as you think would be most agreeable. 

Remain, sir, your very respectful, humble servant, 

Nathaniel Peablee, Sergeant. 

To the Honourable President of the Council. 

In Council, December 15, 1775 : Road, and ordered to be entered on 
the files of Council. Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary, 
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to inform the Board, that the House proposed to postpone 
the choice of a General Officer, for the Town of Gloucester, 
till Tuesday, ten o'clock. 

A Letter from the Honourable James Otis, Esq., with 
papers accompanying it. 

In Council: Read, and Ordered, That Walter Spo over 
and Moses Gill, Esquires, with such as the honourable 
House shall join, be a Committee to take the same into 
consideration, and report. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Mr. Pitts, Mr. Story, and Colonel Freeman, are join- 
ed. 

A Letter from his Excellency General Washington, in- 
closing four resolves of Congress. 

In Council: Read, and committed to the Committee 
already appointed, to take the former part of said resolves 
of Congress under consideration. 

A Letter from the Committee of Inspection of the 
Town of Dartmouth, representing a clandestine conduct of 
Doctor Gelston, Sac, supplying the enemy with Provisions 
from Nantucket. 

In Council: Read, and Ordered, That Walter Spo oner 
and Moses Gill, Esqs., with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Committee to consider the same, and report. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, Monday morning. 

Monday, December 18, 1775. 
Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 
Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, Jedediah Foster, Joseph Gerrish, 
John Whetcomb, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, 
Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Samuel Holten, Joseph Palmer, 
Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

The Committee appointed by both Houses, to consider 
of sundry Depositions relative to the conduct of some of 
the inhabitants of the Island of Nantucket, and make re- 
port thereon, have attended that business, and find there is 
great reason to suspect that some of said inhabitants have 
had undue connection with some of the officers and sail- 
ors belonging to our enemy's fleet ; and, it having been 
made to appear to this Committee, by the depositions 
aforesaid, that a certain Doctor Samuel Gelston, of said 
Island, has been guilty of many infamous practices, in sup- 
plying our said enemies with provision, &.c, contrary to the 
resolution of the Continental Congress, the authority of 
this Court, and the known sense of the whole Continent; 
therefore, beg leave to report by way of Resolve : 

Resolved, That Major Joseph Dimock, of Falmouth, in 
the County of Barnstable, be, and he is hereby empower- 
ed and directed to repair to said Island of Nantucket, with 
such assistance as he shall think sufficient, and apprehend 
said Samuel Gelston, and bring him before this Court, as 
soon as may be, that he be dealt with according to the 
nature oi his high-handed offence ; and that he be, and is 
hereby empowered and directed to command such aid and 
assistance as he may need, in order to apprehend said Gel- 
ston ; and the Committee ask leave to sit again. 

In Council: Read, and accepted ; and the Committee 
are ordered to sit again. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 
Consented to by fifteen of the Council. 

Mr. Story came up with a message from the House, to 
propose to the Board, that as the House have some mat- 
ters of great importance coming before them to-morrow 
morning, the choice of Officers, to command at Gloucester, 
be further postponed till Wednesday, ten o'clock. 

Joseph Palmer, Esq., went down to the House, to inform 
them, that the Board had agreed to the foregoing proposal 
of the House. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, December 19, 1775. 
Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 
Caleb Cushing, John Winthrop, Joseph Genish, John Whetcomb, 
Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, 
Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, 
Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That there 
be a Committee of both Houses appointed to draft a Pro- 
clamation, to be read at the opening of the Court of Ses- 
sions, to inculcate obedience to the commands of the civil 
magistrate. 



In Council: Read, and concurred, and William Sever 
and John Winthrop, Esquires, are joined. 

Whereas, the business assigned the Committee of both 
Houses, appointed to examine all the Muster-Rolls that shall 
be returned into the Secretary's Office is found to be in- 
convenient and loo extensive for the attention of one Com- 
mittee; therefore, 

Resolved, That the commission of the said Committee 
be confined to the Muster-Rolls of the Army; and that 
Michael Farley, Esq., with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Committee to examine the several Muster- 
Rolls of the Sea-Coast Forces and Militia ; and as they shall 
pass them, to exhibit the same to the honourable Board in 
order for payment. 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up concurred by the 
honourable House with a Committee of three, joined on 
the part of the House. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Samuel Holten, 
Esq., is added to the above Committee. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, December 20, 1775. 

Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf,' 
Caleb Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, 
James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy,' 
Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses 
Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Order of the House, discharging the Committee ap- 
pointed to consider what part of the Sea-Coast ought to be 
garrisoned from that part of their duty, which directs them 
to confer with his Excellency General Washington thereon. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of Charles Chauncy, in behalf of Neal Mcln- 
tyer, of Portsmouth, setting forth " that the said Neal Mc- 
Intyer's father, of Boston, put on board the Sloop Ad- 
vance, one Nehemiah Eastman, of George's, master, (and 
there bound when in Boston about two months' since,) cer- 
tain valuable articles of house furniture, and some other 
necessaries, as per schedule may appear. His said father 
intended to come out of Boston, as soon as he might obtain 
a permit for that purpose, having applied for leave a num- 
ber of times without success. Now, may it please your 
Honours, the said Eastman being suspected of supplying 
our enemies at Boston, with wood, was stopped alGeorge's 
by the Committee there ; but, before they could come to 
any determination in regard to what was best to be done, 
a number of persons, who, it is said, are of the CommitteeL 
of Frenchman's Bay , came and carried her down there, by 
means of which, my two sisters, who also came out of Bos- 
ton, in said sloop, are deprived of every necessary, so that 
they are not able so much as to shift their linen ; am ap- 
prehensive they will not deliver them without orders from 
authority. Pray your Honours to grant such orders as 
may be necessary for the recovery of our goods. 

In Council : Read, and Ordered, That Jabez Fisher, 
Esq., with such as the honourable House shall join, be a 
Committee to consider the foregoing Petition, and report. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Colonel Thompson and Mr. Hopkins are joined. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That Cap- 
tain William Johnson, of the Schooner Britlania, be and 
he hereby is directed, forthwith to deliver Richard Devans, 
Esq., Commissary of the Colony, the nett proceeds of a 
curgo consigned him by order of the late Committee of Sup- 
plies, being, per his account, three hundred and sixty-four 
fire-arms, five hundred and twenty-nine and-a-half pounds 
of powder, (Leward weight), two thousand flints, seventy- 
five pounds of ball, and twelve cutlasses, excepting so 
many of said articles, as per receipts, shall appear to have 
been delivered agreeable to the order of this Court. And 
he is further directed to adjust his accounts as soon as may 
be, with Colonel Orne and Mr. Gerry, a Committee ap- 
pointed for that purpose. Also, that he deliver twelve 
swivel-guns to the Committee of Safety of Newburyport, 
to be improved by them in the defence of said town, until, 
the further order of this Court. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

A Petition of Abitl Wood, of Pownalborough, humblyr 
showeth, "that your petitioner is accused of many things 
as inimical to his country, and the cause of liberty, by 
the Committee of Pownalborough; and, the honourable; 
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Court's Committee have ordered that depositions respecting 
the matter may be taken, and a Committee appointed to 
hear your petitioner's defence, to which report the honour- 
able House have non-concurred ; and prayed that your pe- 
titioner may be secured for further trial. Your petitioner 
prays, that the honourable Court would appoint a Com- 
mittee to hear your petitioner's defence, to do with him as 
in their great wisdom may see fit, on whose clemency and 
mercy he desireB wholly to rely, and make all the satisfac- 
tion in his power, they shall require for evefy offence he 
may be guilty of. And as your petitioner is sensible, not- 
withstanding any imprudences he hath been guilty of, 
through inadvertency or peculiar circumstances, yet, your 
petitioner hath the good and interest of his country, and 
the cause of liberty, truly at heart, and wishes he may make 
it manifest to his country, by his future conduct. Your 
petitioner further declares, he will not leave or depart the 
place without orders from the honourable Court, and prays 
no further orders may issue until he hath an opportunity 
to make his defence. 

In Council : Read, and ordered to be committed to the 
Committee of both Houses, appointed to consider anew 
the Petition of the Committee of Inspection for the East 
part of the Town of Pownalborough. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That that 
part of the Resolution of this Court of the 2d December, 
instant, providing that a General Officer be appointed to 
take the command of the Forces stationed at Gloucester, 
who shall be empowered to call in the neighbouring Militia 
upon any emergency, as he shall judge necessary, and dis- 
charge them again as soon as the service will admit of the 
same, be and it hereby is rendered null and void. 

Resolved, That a Field-Officer, of the rank of Colonel, 
be appointed to take the command of the Forces stationed 
at Gloucester, and of the Militia that. shall at any time be 
raised for defence of the same, unless some General Officer 
of this Colony shall be present ; and he is hereby empow- 
ered to order the commanding officer of the neighbouring 
Regiment of Militia, upon any emergency, to repair with 
his regiment to the Town of Gloucester aforesaid, and co- 
operate with him in defending the same, so long as he, the 
said commanding officer of the Sea-Coast Forces, shall 
jud»e it necessary; and, the Militia officers and soldiers, who 
shall be raised as aforesaid, are hereby directed to obey 
the said commanding officer of the Sea-Coast Forces, ac- 
cordingly. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
expediency of making compensation to the several Officers 
and Soldiers who were sufferers by loss of arms, accou- 
trements, or clothing, in the engagements on the 19th of 
April and 17th of June last, and what shall be sufficient 
evidence to certify the same. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That full 
compensation be made to such Captains, Subalterns, non- 
commissioned Officers, and Privates, who sustained loss of 
Arms, Accoutrements, or Clothing, on the 19th of April 
and 17th June last, and that each Captain and Subaltern 
produce a certificate from the Colonel, or commanding offi- 
cer of such Regiment, and that each non-commissioned 
officer and private produce a certificate from the Captain, 
or commanding officer of the company to which such com- 
missioned officer, or private, did, or doth respectively be- 
long ; and that such certificate, with other circumstances 
concurring therewith, shall be admitted as plenary evi- 
dence ; and, it is further provided, that any other legal, or 
satisfactory evidence may be admitted, as time, place, or 
circumstances may require, to the satisfaction of the Com- 
mittee appointed by this Court, to consider such losses, and 
compensation shall be made accordingly. This Resolve 
to be printed in the Watertown Newspaper. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, December 21, 1775. 

Present in Council : Ilonourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 
Caleb Custiing, John Winthrop, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, 
Jcdediali Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Limoln, 
Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel ilolten, 
Jabcz Fisher, Moses Gill, Jolm Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 



Memorial of Jacob Bmrdman, of Newburyport, setting 
forth, that he, with several others, are fitting out a vessel 
to some part of Europe, for the purpose of procuring gun- 
powder, and other military stores; and they have so far 
prepared for a voyage of this sort, as to have raised up- 
wards of two thousand pounds, lawful money, to be laid 
out for articles of that sort, besides a sum sufficient to pur- 
chase a vessel to bring it in. If your Honours think fit to_ 
give them suitable encouragement, they will proceed with 
alacrity to accomplish their proposed plan. 

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the 
Vessel mentioned in the Memorial of Jacob Boardman,. 
belonging to Newburyport, be permitted to proceed on a 
voyage to any part of Europe, the Dominions of Great 
Britain excepted, for the purpose of procuring Gunpowder, 
and other Military Stores, for the service of this Colony, 
provided the owners of the Vessel enter into bonds, with 
sufficient sureties, in the sum of two thousand pounds, to 
be taken by the Committee of Safety of Newburyport, in 
the name of the Treasury of this Colony, that the said 
Vessel shall proceed upon said voyage, with all possible 
despatch, and bring nothing back, except Gunpowder and 
other Military Stores, and to land the same in some port 
of this Colony, Boston and Nantucket excepted ; and that 
the said Vessel shall proceed in ballast, without any other 
loading; and this Colony engages to take all the Powder 
brought in said Vessel, giving for the same at the rate of 
five shillings per pound, the same being delivered to the 
Commissary of this Colony. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In Council: Whereas, it hath been represented to this 
Court, that his Excellency General Washington does not 
consider himself at liberty to furnish Guards for any of the 
sea-coasts in this Colony, saving what relates to the general 
defence; and it appearing to this Court necessary, that 
certain posts should be guarded, for the security of the in- 
habitants, 

Therefore, Resolved, That Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to wait on his Excellency, and desire him that he 
would inform this Court to what limits he will extend liis 
Guards. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
a: - !:] Mr. Gushing and Mr. Speaker are joined to the Com- 
mittee of the honourable Board. 

Petition of Samuel Brewer, setting forth, " that on the 5th 
day of May last, he was appointed by the Honourable John 
Thomas, Esquire, Commander-in-chief, then at Roxbury, 
the Adjutant-General of the Army, under his command, 
and afterwards commissioned by the honourable Assembly 
of Congress as an Adjutant-General of said Army, and did 
continue to do duty till the 1st of August last ; your me- 
morialist, therefore, prays this honourable Court, to take 
his case into consideration, and make an establishment for 
him." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Treasurer of this Colony pay to Samuel Brewer, the sum 
of twenty-four Pounds seventeen Shillings one-and-a-half 
Pence, in full, for his services mentioned in his Petition. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Petition of the Delegates of the County of Cumberland, 
be committed to the Committee appointed to consider a 
Letter from General Frye on the same subject. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Friday, December 22, 1775. 

Present in Council : Ilonourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 
Caleb Cushing, Jolm Winthrop, Jos.'ph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, 
Jodediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, 
Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses 
Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Enquires. 

Memorial of Hannah Sewall, of Brooldine, setting forth, 
" that a very considerable landed estate hath accrued to her, 
and her brother Samuel Sewall, heirs-at-law to their late 
brother Henry Sewall, deceased, intestate, which estate re- 
mains wholly unsettled and undivided ; and whereas, by 
virtue of a vote of this honourable Court, liberty hath been 
granted to cut wood from off the estates of such persons 
as have fled into Boston for refuge, and thereby rendered 
themselves obnoxious to their country, and a Committee 
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appointed for the purpose of supplying tlie Army with 
wood ; and whereas, in consequence of said vote, a num- 
ber of persons have entered the wood lots of your memo- 
rialist, owned as aforesaid, and situated in Newton, in the 
County of Middlesex, and cut from thence very consider- 
able quantifies of wood, to the great detriment of said wood 
lot ; and, whereas, your memorialist hath already freely sup- 
plied the Army with a great quantity of wood, and is, and 
has been always ready to supply her full proportion of wood 
for the supporting said Army; your memorialist, therefore, 
prays a Committee from both Houses may be appointed to 
make full inquiry into the truth of this memorial, and afford = 
your memorialist relief adequate to her peculiar situation, 
and further prays, that orders be immediately given to the 
said Court's Committee, to desist from cutting any more 
wood from said lots until the honourable Committee, that 
may be appointed for said inquiry, shall make report to 
this honourable Court. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Committee appointed by this Court to provide Wood for the 
Continental Army, in this Colony, be immediately order- 
ed to desist from cutting any more VVood on the land of the 
memorialist, till the further order of this Court. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

An engrossed Bill, entitled, "An Act for assessing a Tax 
of seventy-five thousand Pounds, to defray the charges of 
this Colony," having passed the House of Representatives, 
to be enacted. 

In Council: Read a second lime, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be enacted. 

Mr. Story came up with a message from the House, to 
inform the Board that the House proposed to postpone the 
choice of Military Officers, til! to-morrow, ten o'clock, if 
agreeable to the honourable Board. 

Mr. Fisher went down with a message to the House, to 
inform them that the Board had agreed to the foregoing 
proposal of the House. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Committee appointed to procure Hay for the Army, be 
directed to proceed immediately to execute their commis- 
sion, and procure as much Hay as they can, (over and 
above what is specified in the resolve of this Court,) agree- 
able to said resolve. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



Saturday, December 93, 1775. 
Present in Council: Honourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 
Caleb dishing, John Winlhrop, Benjamin Cliadbourn, Joseph Ger- 
risli, Jedediah Foster, James Preseott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lin- 
coln, John Whotcomb, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmar, Samuel Hoi. 
ten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Ks- 
quires. 

Iii the House of Representatives: Resolved, That a 
Resolution of this Court, that passed the House on the 12th 
instant, directing Mr. Putnam and others to erect a Pow- 
der-Mill at Sutton, and repair another at Stoughton, be 
reconsidered, and that Captain Goodman attend Mr. Tho- 
mas Hurling to Andover and Stoughton, to take a view 
of a place in each of those towns, proposed for erectino a 
Powder-Mill, and report to this Court at which place said 
Mill may be erected with the greatest convenience and 
despatch. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Memorial of William Hunt, (Blank.) 

In Council: Resolved, That, the former Committee of 
Inspection on the East part of the Town of Pownalbo- 
rough, had sufficient evidence to justify them for publish- 
ing Abiel Wood as a violator of the Continental Associa- 
tion, and that in many other instances he (the said Wood) 
appeared by his conduct to be an enemy to the liberties of 
this country, and the said Committee deserve to be highly 
commended for so doing ; and the Committee of Corres- 
pondence of said town, who counteracted the doings of 
said Committee of Inspection, is very unjustifiable, as it 
encouraged the said Abiel Wood'm his principles and prac- 
tices, so inimical to the rights and liberties of America. 

Further Resolved, That Abiel Wood shall be confined 
until he shall give bonds, with two good and sufficient sure- 
ties, to the Treasurer of this Colony, in the sum of one thou- 



sand Pounds, the condition whereof shall be, that lie, the 
said Abiel, will not, in any way, assist or correspond with 
any of the enemies of this country, and that he will be of 
good behaviour, and peaceable towards all, and more espe- 
cially towards the persons of the former Committee of In- 
spection for the east part of the Town of Poivnalborough ; 
and that he will at any time appear, and answer to any 
complaint which may hereafter be made against him, when 
he shall be thereunto required by order of this Court, and 
that he will abide their order thereon. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned till. ten o'clock, Monday morning. 

Mpnday, December 25, 1775. 
Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, 
Caleb Cusbing, Benjamin Cliadbourn, Joseph Gerrish, Jedediah Fos- 
ter, James Preseott, Eldad Taylor, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, 
Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benja,min White, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, by a Re- 
solve passed in the House of Representatives on the 3d 
day of November last, and concurred by the Board on the 
4th day of the said month, it is ordered that Mr, Devans, 
Captain Thatcher, Mr. Cheevcr, Colonel Thayer, Mr. 
Walker, Mr. Hicks, and Mr. Fllis, should be a Commit- 
tee, who were directed to afford their utmost assistance smd 
aid to the Quartermaster-General, that the Continental 
Army might be provided with a full supply of wood, until 
the further order of the Court ; and, for the purpose of more 
effectually procuring the same, they were empowered Jo 
enter the wood lots of such of our enemies as had fled irjtQ 
Boston, and, after having the wood thereon growing ap- 
praised, to cause the same to be cut down and drawn to the 
camp ; which Resolve, with one since passed for the sarne 
purpose, has proved ineffectual, and it being of absolute 
necessity for the preservation of the lives and property' of 
the people of all America, that the said Army be supplied 
with necessary wood, it is, therefore, 

Resolved, That Captain Vose, Mr. Guild, Mr. Stone, 
of Lexington, and Mr. Withington, be added to the said 
Committee, and that either three, or more, of said Co_m- 
mittee be, and they hereby are empowered, if Wood suffi- 
cient for said Army cannot be procured at a reasonable 
price without it, to enter the woodlands of any person, 7 or 
persons, within this Colony, and, after appraising the Wood 
thereon standing and growing, to cause the same to be cut 
down and carried to the camp, to supply said Army. And 
if any person, owner, or proprietor, of such woodland, shall 
molest or hinder the said Committee, or any three of them, 
from acting in pursuance to this Resolve, the said Com- 
mittee, or the major part present, being not less than three, 
are hereby empowered to cause such person to be arres.ted 
and sent to this Court, to be dealt with according to the 
demerits of his contempt. And the said Committee is 
hereby directed to pay each person, whose Wood they shall 
cause to be cut down and carried away, the price the same 
shall be by them appraised at, and, also, to pay all axe- 
men which they shall employ reasonable wages, and the 
owner of any team that they may employ reasonable 
wages for his team. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

The Secretary, by order of the House, laid on the Speak- 
er's table the Resolve to raise two Companies for the de- 
fence of Gloucester. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, December 26, 1775. 

Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Benjamin Chadbonrn, 
Joseph Gerrish, James Preseott, Jedediah Foster, Eldad Taylor, 
Bsnjamin Lincoln, Joseph Palmer, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Es- 
quires. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
several Post-Riders (excepting Peter Mumford, already 
agreed with, at ten Pounds per quarter,) be paid for their 
service at the rate of twenty Shillings per annum, on every 
mile of their route, for those taken into the Continental 
service, beginning the first of June, and ending the 5th of 
October last. The four that are dismissed from the ser- 
vice, excepting Isaac Qolton, at the rate of twenty-five 
Shillings per annum, for every mile of their route, begin- 
ning the first of June, and ending the 5th instant. And 
that Joseph Greenleaf, Esq., be, and he hereby is, directed 
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to pay to the Treasurer of this Colony all the moneys he 
has received, or may receive, from the several Post-Offices 
in this Colony. 

And, as it appears that the incomes of the several Offices 
are inadequate to the expense incurred by riding, there- 
fore, further 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and hereby 
is, directed to pay the several Post-Riders as followeth, in 
full, for services, viz : 

John Noble, from Cambridge to Portsmouth, sixty-five 
miles, twenty-one Pounds thirteen Shillings and four Pence. 

Josiah Barnard, from Portsmouth to Falmouth, fifty- 
three miles, seventeen Pounds thirteen Shillings and four 
Pence. 

Adams if Hide, from Cambridge to Springfield, eigh- 
ty-seven miles, twenty-nine Pounds. 

Peter Mumford, from Cambridge to Providence, forty- 
six miles, thirteen Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence. 

The above persons began to ride the first of Jane, and 
ended the 5th of October last, when they entered the Con- 
tinental service. 

Benjamin Epes, from Falmouth to Georgetown, forty- 
six miles, twenty-eight Pounds fifteen Shillings. 

Cadwalader Ford, Jun., from Cambridge to Exeter, 
forty-eight miles, thirty Pounds. 

Isaac Collon, from Springfield to Great- Barrington, 
forty-three miles, twenty-one Pounds ten Shillings. 

Rowland fy Goodwin, from Cambridge to Falmouth, 
eighty-one miles, fifty Pounds twelve Shillings and six 
Pence. 

And these four last are dismissed from the service. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of the Selectmen of Rowley, (Blank.) 

In Council: Ordered, That there be a Committee of 
both Houses appointed, to consider and bring in a Resolve, 
directing how the present emission of Bills of Credit shall 
be signed and numbered, and what allowance the signers 
and numberers shall have for their services. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and non-con- 
curred. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to wait on 
and represent to his Excellency General Washington the 
circumstances of four Companies now doing duty in the 
towns of Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham, setting 
forth by whose order they were raised, that they were 
then considered as part of the thirteen thousand six hun- 
dred men agreed to be inlisted by this Colony, where they 
have done duty, &c, and to request that his Excellency 
would order them to be paid by the United Colonies, beg 
leave to represent, that, as the propriety of such an order 
depends upon various circumstances, and as many im- 
portant matters are constantly soliciting his Excellency's 
attention, the Committee report the following state of facts, 
to be laid before him, so that he may be better enabled to 
answer the request of this Court. 

Upon application from the towns aforesaid, as, also, from 
those of Chelsea and Maiden, on or about the 1st of May last, 
to the Committee of Safety of this Colony, who then had 
the direction of raising and stationing the forces within the 
same, praying that they would (from a consideration of the 
situation of said towns, and that the enemy could land in 
any of them from Boston harbour within an hour after they 
enter their boats, and in some parts in less than half an 
hour, and, also, that they could from thence easily pene- 
trate into the country,) order a detachment from the camp 
as a guard, to be stationed in those towns. 

The said Committee of Safety, with the Council of War, 
after full inquiry and deliberation, determined that it was 
necessary that a party should be constantly stationed on 
the sea-coasts of these towns, to watch the motions of the 
enemy and prevent their landing. But, as no troops could 
well be spared at that time, from either of the camps of 
Cambridge or Roxbury, they directed that there should 
immediately be raised one company in Hingham, one in 
Weyinouth, and two in Braintree, (also, two in Chelsea 
qnd Maiden,) and that these companies should be joined 
to such regiments, in future, as should be directed. 

The men were raised as ordered, and were then, and 
ever have been, considered as part of the thirteen thou- 



sand six hundred men to be raised by tliis Colony. They 
were so considered by the General Officers, and have been 
employed in such services, place, and places, as the com- 
manding officer at Roxbury hath, from lime to time, direct- 
ed, as will appear by his orders to the several Captains of 
said companies, some copies of which accompany this re- 
presentation. _ 

A company from Roxbury was, as soon as the state of 
that camp would admit of it, detached to the assistance of 
these four companies, and upon their being ordered back, 
in August last, two other companies also, part of the Con- 
tinental Army, were sent to supply their place, and the 
place of a company drawn from Cohasset, a town adjoining 
to Hingham. 

When these four companies were raised, the Colony had_ 
it not in contemplation to raise men for the general de- 
fence of the sea-coasts, and they have never been consi- 
dered by us in any other point of view, than as part of our 
quota for the common defence ; and being stationed far 
within the narrow limits of the harbour of Boston, his Ex- 
cellency will, undoubtedly, from all these considerations, 
grant the reasonable request of this Court, and order these 
forces to be paid by the United Colonies. 

In Council: Read, and accepted, and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That the Committee who were appointed to 
wait on his Excellency General Wash ingion, with a repre- 
sentation of the state of the said Companies, be excused 
that part of their service, and that the Committee appoint- 
ed to wait on his Excellency, to request his informing this 
Court how far he will extend his Guards, and present him 
with the foregoing Report and Representation, with the 
papers accompanying the same, and request his ordering 
payment to said Companies. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, December 27, 1775. 
Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Walter Spooner, John 
Winthrop, Benjamin Chadbourn, Joseph Gerrish, Jedediah Foster, 
James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Joseph Palmer, 
Jabcz Fisher, Mosos Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Petition of Deborah Cushing, wife of Thomas Cushing, 
Esq., one of the members of the Continental Congress, 
setting forth : " that your petitioner formerly living in Bos- 
ton, and having at the time of the Ministerial Troops com- 
mencing hostilities with this Colony, had Mr. Cushing ne- 
cessarily called to publick business out of town ; it prevent- 
ed his getting any of his household furniture out, excepting 
one or two beds. That your petitioner is informed the 
furniture which belongs to the late infamous traitor to Ame- 
rica, Hutchinson, is now in disuse, and in the hands of the 
Committee of Correspondence for Milton; she, therefore, 
prays that your Honours, and the honourable House, may 
be pleased to grant a warrant or order for such articles as 
she may necessarily want, being willing to become account- 
able for them, or to be under such restrictions as your 
Honours may think proper." 

In Council: Read, and Ordered, That Moses Gz7/,Esq., 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to consider the within Petition, and report. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Mr. Pitts and Deacon Nicols are joined. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration a Petition of Mrs. Deborah Cushing, wife of 
the Honourable Thomas Cushing, Esq., now at the Ameri- 
can Congress, beg leave to report, by way of Resolve : 

Resolved, That the prayer of said Petition be granted, 
and that the Committee of Correspondence of the Town 
of Milton be, and hereby are, directed to deliver to said 
Deborah Cushing, such and so much of the Household 
Furniture, now in their hands, belonging to the late Gover- 
nour Hutchinson, as, in the judgment of said Committee, 
she may need, and take her receipt therefor, the said Tho- 
mas Cushing, Esq., to be accountable to this or some future 
General Assembly of this Colony for the same ; and the 
aforesaid Committee are directed to get such articles (as 
said Deborah may receive) appraised by three indifferent 
persons, under oath, and lodge a copy of said appraisement 
in the Secretary's Office. 

In Council: Read, and accepted. 

In (he House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 
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i Petition of the Town oi Harvard, setting forth : "that from 
an ardent concern for the good of our country, in every pru- 
dent and necessary way, we are ready to consecrate our all 
in such an important cause as we are embarked in, by rea- 
son of the intolerable calamities occasioned by British in- 
vasions, under which America now groans; which is suf- 
ficient to alarm us. to an exertion of our last might to defend 
our precious liberties, and to evade abject slavery, which 
depends much upon the unanimity of America; and it is 
with pain that we behold any thing to the contrary thereto ; 
therelbre, we beg leave to mention our dissatisfaction with 
the large stipends granted to officers, and some others, (ex- 
cept soldiers) in the American service, which stipends, at 
the lowest, were so high, that the knowledge thereof, much 
chilled the spirits of the commonalty, much more when 
large additions were made thereto, which has been a bar 
against the Army's filling up. We acknowledge that a 
generous reward is their due ; this, in our judgment, they 
would have had, if their wages had been far less. That 
the distresses of America should prove a harvest to some, 
and famine to others, this we deprecate; therefore, we 
humbly pray that this honourable Court would exert their 
power and use their influence with the great and General 
Continental Congress that such large stipends may be 
abridged. This we conceive a necessary means to support 
unanimity in America, which, otherwise, we fear, will be 
soou interrupted. We, therefore, beg a candid attention 
to this our petition." 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and committed 
to Mr. Speaker, Mr. Gerry, and Colonel Thurston, with 
such as the honourable Board shall join. 

In Council : Read, and concurred, and Walter Spooner 
and John Adams, Esquires, are joined. 

In Council: Ordered, That the Secretary be directed 
to apprize the Delegates of this Colony, in American Con- 
gress, of their appointment. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, December 28, 1775. 
Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Walter Spooner, Ca- 
leb Cushing, John Wintlirop, Benjamin Chadbourn, John Adams, 
Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, Jedodiah Foster, James Prescott, 
Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, 
Samuel Uollen, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin 
White, Esquires. 

In Council: Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is, re- 
commended to the Selectmen of the several towns in this 
Colony, as soon as may be, to call their towns together, 
and to insert in the warrants to be by them issued for cal- 
ling said town-meetings, a clause or article for devising 
ways and means for introducing the art of manufacturing 
Saltpetre into private families in such towns; and it is 
hereby recommended to said towns to appoint Commit- 
tees, and grant all such encouragement as they shall judge 
proper to this necessary business ; and it is recommended 
to the Selectmen to lay before their towns, for their con- 
sideration, the several methods for collecting materials and 
making Saltpetre, which have been published by the ho- 
nourable the Continental Congress, and by this Court. 
And it is further recommended to all private families, to 
exert themselves in collecting earth from the foundations of 
houses, barns, stables, dove-houses, and all other buildings, 
and from cellars and other places, and in learning the art 
of extracting Saltpetre from the same ; and the same price 
shall be allowed for any quantity under fifty pounds as is 
allowed by this Court, for any quantity above fifty pounds 
weight. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Committee of both Houses, lately appointed to examine 
the Muster-Roils ordered by this Court, to be made up to 
the 1st of August last, be directed not only carefully to 
see to it, that all such stoppages be made on the said Rolls, 
as are directed to be made by the resolve passed in the 
House on the 3d of November last, and concurred by the 
Council on the 6th of (he same month ; but that they dili- 
gently inquire, and endeavour fully to find out whether any 
officer, or officers, borne on such Rolls, are indebted to [he 
Government for any moneys received to pay their regiments, 
or companies their advance pay, which they have not ac- 



counted for to either of the Paymasters of the Colony ; and 
also, whether any non-commissioned officers or privates 
have received their advance pay more than once ; and in 
all instances where the said Committees shall find that any 
officers or privates are indebted to the Government on such 
accounts, that they stay the payment of 50. much, of the 
wages of the particular person so indebted, whether offi- 
cers or soldiers borne on the said Rolls, as may indemnify 
the Government. And in order more effectually to do the 
same, the said Committee is hereby directed and empow- 
ered, to call upon such of the Commissaries, Paymasters, 
and Committees of Supplies, as have been in the service of 
this Colony, for all accounts and certificates necessary to 
enable them to make the stoppage; and that an addition 
may be immediately made to the said Committee of two, 
on the part of the House, and one on the part of the Board, 
and that any five of such increased Committee be a quo- 
rum ; and that the said Committee be hereby directed and 
required, constantly to attend the business of examining, 
and correcting the said Rolls, until they shall be finished, 
and, from time to time, as soon as they shall have passed 
on such Rolls, that they present the same to the honourable 
Board for their concurrence, and that the Board, as soon 
as they shall have passed thereon, make their warrant on 
the Treasury for the payment of what shall appear to be 
due to each man borne on the said Rolls. 

Ordered, That Major Gooding and Colonel Porterbe 
added to the Committee above-mentioned, on the part of 
the House. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Jabez Fisher, 
Esq., is joined to the Committee of the House ; and 

Ordered, That Benjamin White, Esquire, be of said 
Committee, in the room of Moses Gill, Esquire, who is 
excused. 

Consented to by fifteen of the Council. 

The Committee appointed to draw a Proclamation, to be 
read at the opening of the several Courts of Justice through 
this Colony, and at Town-Meetings, &c, reported a draft, 
which was read, and ordered to be recommitted ; and that 
John Adams, Esq., be of the above Committee on the part 
of the Board, in the room of William Sever, Esq., who is 
occasionally absent. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



Friday, December 2D, 1775. 

Present in Council: Honourables William Sever, Walter Spooner, Ca- 
leb Cushing, John Witithrop, Benjamin Chadbourn, John Adams, 
Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, 
Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, 
Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin 
White, Esquires. 

In Council: Ordered, That John Adams and Joseph 
Palmer, Esquires, with such as the honourable House shall 
join, be a Committee to consider and report a plan for 
fitting out Armed Vessels, for the defence of American 
liberty. 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up concurred, with 
a Committee joined on the part of the House. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



Saturday, December 30, 1775. 
Present in Council : Honourables Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, John 
Winthrop, Benjamin Chadbourn, John Adams, Joseph Gerrish, John 
Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Mi- 
chael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, John 
Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Mr. Gardner came up with a message from the House, 
to inform the Board that the House proposed to come to 
the choice of Officers to command at Gloucester, by joint 
ballot of both Houses, at three o'clock this afternoon, if 
agreeable to the honourable Bo.ard. 

Mr. Sullivan came up with a message from the House, 
to inform the Board that the House, were now ready to 
come to the choice of a Field-Officer, with the rank of 
Colonel, to command at Gloucester, by joint ballot of both 
Houses, if agreeable to the honourable Board. 

Mr. Holten went down with a message to the House, 
to inform them that the Board were now ready to proceed 
to the choice of a Field-Officer, to command at Glouces- 
ter, agreeable to the foregoing proposal. 



1247 



MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL, JANUARY, 1776. 



1248 



In Council: Ordered, That Benjamin Lincoln and John 
Taylor, Esquires, be a Committee on the part of the Board 
to count and sort the votes ; who reported that the num- 
ber of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, ----- 9 
On the part of the Bouse, ----- 70 

Total, - - - T9 

Forty made a vote ; and Captain Joseph Foster had 70, 
and was accordingly chosen. 

The Committee informed (he Board, that the House 
proposed next to come to the choice of one Captain and 
two Lieutenants for the First Company in Gloucester, and 
reported that the number of votes were: 

On the part of the Board, ----- 9 
On the part of the House, ----- 45 

Total, -------- 54 

Twenty-eight makes a vote ; Daniel Warner had 50, as 
Captain ; John Low, Jr., had 45, as First Lieutenant ; So- 
lomon Gorham had 48, as Second Lieutenant; and were 
accordingly chosen. 

For the Second Company in Gloucester, the Committee 
reported that the number of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, ----- S 
On the part of the House, ----- 45 

Total, 53 

Twenty-seven makes a vote ; John Lane had 45, as Cap 
tain ; Jabez Lane had 45, as First Lieutenant ; Moses At- 
kinson had 45, as Second Lieutenant ; and were accord- 
ingly chosen. 

John Whelcomb, Esq., went down with a message to 
the House to inform them that the Board declining coming 
to any further choice of Military Officers, till Monday mor- 
ning, ten o'clock, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, Monday morning. 

Monday, January 1, 1776. 
Present in Council : Honourablca Walter Spooncr, Caleb Cushing, Ben- 
jamin Chadbourn, Joseph Gerrish, John Whelcomb, lOIdstf Taylor, 
Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Channcy, Michael Farley, Samuel Hoi. 
ten, Jabez Fisher, John Tuylor, Benjamin While, Esquires. 

Mr. Pitts came up with a message from the House, to 
inform the Board that the House are now read)' to proceed 
to the choice of Military Officers of the Third and Fourth 
Companies, to be stationed at Gloucester, according to the 
assignment of Saturday, if agreeable to the honourable 
Board. 

John Taylor, Esq., went down with a message to the 
House, to inform them that the Board are now ready to 
proceed to the choice aforesaid, agreeable to the proposal 
of the honourable House. 

The Committee appointed to sort the votes, reported 
that the number of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, ------ 9 

On the part of the House, - - - - - 54 

Total, 63 

Thirty-two makes a vote ; and that Bradbury Saunders 
had 54, as Captain ; Isaac Jones had 54, as First Lieu- 
tenant; John Chandler had 54, as Second Lieutenant; 
and were accordingly chosen ofTicers of the Third Com- 
pany. 

And that William Parsons had 54, as Captain; Joseph 
Lane had 54, as First Lieutenant ; James llase had 53, 
as Second Lieutenant ; and were accordingly chosen offi- 
cers of the Fourth Company. 

The Committee informed the Board, that the House 
proposed next to come to the choice of a Commissary, to 
be stationed at Gloucester. Reported that the number of 
votes were : 

On the part of the Board, 9 

On the part of the House, 62 

Total, - - - - - - - -71 

Thirty -six makes a vote; and Samuel Whittemore was 
unanimously chosen. 

The "Committee of the House informed the Board, that 
the House proposed next to come to the choice of Officers 
to command the two Companies stationed at Marblehead. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., went down with a message to the 



House, to inform them that the Board were not previously 
apprized of such choice, and, therefore, propose to post- 
pone the choice of these Officers to a future day. 

Colonel Orne came up with a message from the House, 
to inform the Board that the House intend to come to the 
choice of Military Officers, for the Sea-Coast Forces, at 
three o'clock this afternoon, and that they should begin 
tvith those of Marblehead. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., went down with a message to 
the House, to inform them that the Board agreed to the 
foregoing proposal of the honourable House. 

Petition of Joshua Bragdon, setting forth, " that the last 
Spring he raised a Company under the command of Col- 
onel James Scammons, and marched to Head-Quarters, 
Where he remained and did duty with his Company till the 
latter end of August last, when, by reason of poor health, 
and from the advice of his Physician, your petitioner got a 
discharge from the service; since which, has been sent for 
to make up a Roll for said Company, which occasions the 
loss of one month's time, attended with considerable ex- 
pense. He, therefore, prays your Honours to take the 
same into consideration, and order payment therefor. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Joshua Bragdon, three Pounds, in full for his time and 
expense in making up a Roll for his Company, (not being 
at present in the service,) and the Receiver-General is di- 
rected to pay the same accordingly. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Mr. Perry came up with a message from the House, to 
inform the Board that the House are now ready to proceed 
to the choice of Officers for the Companies to be stationed 
at Marblehead, agreeable to assignment. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes, 
reported that the number of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, - - - - - 7 
On the part of the House, ----- 45 

Total, 52 

Twenty-seven makes a vote ; and that Francis Felton had 
45, as Captain ; Benjamin Ashton had 45, as First Lieu- 
tenant ; Nathaniel Lindsey had 45, as Second Lieutenant ; 
of the First Company ; and were accordingly chosen to said 
ranks in said Company. 

And that William Hooper had 45, as Captain ; Robert 
Cloutman had 45, as First Lieutenant; Thomas Bowden 
had 45, as Second Lieutenant ; of the Second Company ; 
and were accordingly chosen to said ranks in said Com- 
pany. 

The Committee of the House informed the Board, that 
the House propose to come next to the choice of a Major 
and other Officers, to command the Companies to be sta- 
tioned at Elizabeth- Island and Martha's Vineyard, and 
two Commissaries to provide for said forces. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the v otes 
reported that the number of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, - - - - - 7 
On the part of the House, - - - - - 52 

Total, - - - - . . - - 59 
Thirty makes a vote; and that Barachiah Bassttt had 59, 
and was chosen Major. 

Nathan Smith had 52, as Captain ; Jeremiah Muntier 
had 52, as First Lieutenant; Fortunatus Bassett had 52, 
as Second Lieutenant; of the First Company. 

And that Benjamin Smith had 52, as Captain; Mai. 
Davis had 52, as First Lieutenant ; James Shaw had 52, 
as Second Lieutenant; of the Second Company. 

And that John Grannis had 52, as Captain ; James Blos- 
som had 52, as First Lieutenant ; Sumud Hallelt had 52, 
as Second Lieutenant; of the Third Company. 

And that Elisha Nye had 52, as Captain ; Stephen 
Nye, Jr., had 52, as First Lieutenant; John Russell had 
52, as Second Lieutenant; of the Fourth Company. 

And that Stephen Nye and Beriah Norton, were una- 
nimously chosen Commissaries. 

The Committee of the House then informed the Board, 
that the House proposed to come next to the choice of 
Colonel, lo command at Falmouth. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the voles, 
reported the number of votes were: 
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On the part of the Board, ----- 6 
On the part of the House, ----- 53 

Total, 59 

Thirty makes a vote ; and that Joseph Frye, Esq., had 57, 
and was accordingly chosen Colonel of said Forces. 

The Committee of the House then informed the Board, 
that the House proposed next to come to the choice of a 
Major, to take the second command of the Forces at Fal- 
mouth. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes, 
reported the number of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, ----- 7 
On the part of the House, ----- 44 

Total, - - - 51 

Twenty-six makes a vote ; and that Daniel Isley had 44, 
and was accordingly chosen Major of said Forces. 

The Committee of the House then informed the Board, 
that ihe House proposed to come next to the choice of a 
Captain, and First and Second Lieutenants of the Company 
to be stationed at Falmouth, in the County of Cumberland. 

Tiie Committee appointed to count and sort the votes, 
reported the number of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, ----- 7 
On the part of the House, 42 

Total, 49 

Twenty-five makes a vote; and that Daniel McCobb had 
42, as Captain ; Benjamin Pattee had 49, as First Lieu- 
tenant ; William Lithgow, Jr., had 49, as Second Lieu- 
tenant. 

The Committee of the House then informed the Board, 
that the House proposed next to come to the choice of 
Officers for two Companies to be raised in the County of 
York, to be stationed at Falmouth, in the County of Cum- 
berland. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes, 
reported that the number of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, ----- 7 
On the part of the House, ----- 43 

Total, 50 

Twenty-six makes a vote ; and that Benjamin Hooper had 

49, as Captain ; Humphrey Pike had 50, as First Lieute- 
nant ; Joseph Chadbourn had 50, as Second Lieutenant; 
of ihe First Company. 

Tobias Lord had 50, as Captain; Nathaniel Cussens 
had 50, as First Lieutenant ; Edmund Webber, Jun., had 

50, as Second Lieutenant; of the Second Company. 
The Committee of the House then informed the Board, 

that the House proposed next to come to the choice of 
Officers for two Companies to be raised in the County of 
Cumberland, to be stationed at Falmouth, in the County 
of Cumberland. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes, 
reported that the number of votes were: 

On the part of the Board, ----- 7 
On the part of the House, 43 

Total, 50 

Twenty-six makes a vote ; and that William Crocker had 
48, as Captain ; John She/ton 50, as First Lieutenant ; 
Ebenezer Morton 50, as Second Lieutenant; of the Se- 
cond Company. 

John Rice had 50, as Captain ; Josiah Davis had 50, as 
First Lieutenant ; Levi Loring had 43, as Second Lieu- 
tenant ; of the Third Company. 

■ The Committee of the House then informed the Board, 
that the House proposed to come next to the choice of a 
Commissary, for Falmouth. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes, 
reported that the number of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, ----- 7 
On the s part of the House, ----- 40 

Total, 47 

Twenty-four makes a vote ; and James Sullivan was unani- 
mously chosen. 

The Committee of the House then informed the Board, 
that the House proposed next to come to the choice of 
Officers for one Company, to be raised in ttje County of 
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York, and stationed at Kiltery-Point, also, of a Commis- 
sary. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes, 
reported that the number of votes were: 

On the part of the Board, ----- 7 
On the part of the House, ----- 40 

Total, - - - - _ - - 47 
Twenty-four makes a vote; and that Philip Hubbard, as 
Captain; Nathaniel Coffin, as First Lieutenant; Nehe- 
miah Bean, as Second Lieutenant ; and Edward Cutis, 
Esquire, as Commissary, were unanimously chosen. 

The Committee of the House, then informed the Board, 
that the House proposed to defer coming to the choice of 
any other Officers till a future day. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, January 2, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourables Walter Spooner, Caleb dialling, 
Benjamin Chadbourn, Joseph Gerrish, John Wlietcomb, Eldad 
Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, 
Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Eg. 
quires. 

Petition of the Selectmen of Dorchester, setting forth : 
" that your petitioners, agreeable to the directions of the 
honourable Board, have applied to his Honour General 
Ward, and, also, to his Excellency General Washington, 
in order to consult upon a mode of conveying Jane Jack- 
son, and her two children, into the town of Boston, but 
they have declined doing anything about the mailer. They 
pray your Honours to give such further directions respect- 
ing said woman and her children as your Honours may think 
proper." 

In Council: Read, and Ordered, That Charles Chaun- 
cy, Esq., with such as the honourable House shall join, 
be a Committee to consider the foregoing Petition, and re- 
port what is proper to be done thereon. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Mr. Knowles and Mr. Hall are joined. 

Petition of Daniel Pierce, praying allowance for Medi- 
cines supplied the Continental Army. 

Read, and committed to Samuel Knowlton and John 
Taylor, Esquires, with such as the honourable House shall 
join, to consider thereof, and report thereon. 

Sent down for concurrence. Came up non-concurred. 

In Council: Whereas, an order hath passed this Court, 
directing the Commanding Officers of the several compa- 
nies of Minute-Men and Militia, and, also, the Command- 
ing Officers of the men stationed on the Sea-Coasts to lodge 
their respective Rolls, in the Secretary's Office, in order to 
their being examined and passed on, and no provision isr 
made in said order, that a copy of such Roll shall be lodged 
with the Treasurer of this Colony. 

Therefore, Resolved, That Charles Chauncy, Esquire, 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to consider of, and report what is further necessary 
for this Court to do touching the premises. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Mr, Mills and Mr. Stickney are joined. 

Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., Presi- 
dent of Congress, relative to the Congress allowing the 
Accounts of this Colony. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and sent up. 

In Council: Read, and Ordered, To be entered on the 
files of the General Assembly. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That there 
be a Committee of both Houses appointed to inquire into 
the conduct of the Officers of the Company stationed at 
Falmouth, and to stop the payment of the Rolls in the 
niean while. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Chad- 
bourn and Joseph Gerrish, Esquires, are joined. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, January 3, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourables Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, Bon. 
jnmin Chadbourn, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, James Prescott, 
Eldad Tuy'or, Benjamin T/mcoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, 
Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, John Taylor, Benja- 
min While, Esquires. 
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— In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
te a Committee appointed to wait on his Excellency Ge- 
neral Washington, and recommend it to him to pay the 
donation, received from Virginia for the Poor of Boston, 
to the Committee appointed by the Town of Boston to 
receive the same, who are now out. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

The Committee appointed by both Houses to consider 
or what is further necessary to be done, before the Minute, 
Militia and Sea-Coast Rolls are paid off, beg leave to re- 
port the following Resolve : 

Whereas, no direction is given to the Commanding Offi- 
cers of the several companies of Minute, Militia, and, also, 
the Sea-Coast men, for lodging their respective Rolls in the 
Treasurer's Office, great damage may arise to this Colony 
thereby; and whereas, some Companies are stationed at a 
very considerable distance, which will occasion much charge 
and difficulty, for want of a duplicate of said Roll, there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That some person be immediately employed, 
to take Copies of such Rolls as have been or may be ex- 
amined and passed upon, and no duplicate left ; said Copies 
to be examined and certified by the Committee on said 
Roljs, and lodged in the Secretary's Office. 

In Council: Read, and accepted. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, January 4, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourablcs Waller Spoonor, Caleb Cushing, 
Benjamin Chadbourn, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, John Adams, 
James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, 
Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, John 
Taylor, Benjamin Whito, Esquires. 

In Council: Whereas, a Committee of both Houses have 
been appointed for signing and numbering the Bills of Cre- 
dit for the seventy-five thousand Pounds emission ; and as 
the publick affairs of the Colony press hard upon the Board, 
they cannot, (without injuring the publick,) spare any of 
their Members in the hours they usually sit upon business, 
therefore, * 

Resolved, That Colonel Cushing, with such as the ho- 
nourable House shall join, be a Committee to take into 
consideration the matter of signing and numbering said 
Bills, and report some effectual mode of raising a Commit- 
tee for that purpose, so that the Treasury may be season- 
ably supplied. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Colonel Thompson and Mr. Crane are joined. 

Petition of William Brown, and others, setting forth, 
" that your petitioners did, early after the engagement at 
Concord, enter into the service of the Army from no other 
motive but that of being instrumental of serving the glori- 
ous cause of liberty, expecting only such a reward as their 
services merited, calculated only for the time of their em- 

Sloyment. The certificate given by the late Commissary, 
Ir. Pigeon, on each of their accounts, which accounts your 
petitioners now present with this Petition, will fully testify 
that no service was thought too hard, no time tedious, 
when the cause of the country required extraordinary ser- 
vices. Your petitioners beg leave, also, to observe, that 
it has been their constant endeavour to serve the interest 
of the Colony. The provisions allowed to the Army, while 
in the pay of the Colony, were so ample, that oftentimes 
the men, with little persuasion, were prevailed upon to take 
less than the quantity stipulated ; and your petitioners, 
knowing the Colony would be served and the men not in- 
jured, repeatedly (with their consent) served out to them 
their allowance with a little deduction, which deduction, 
though small from each individual, amounted, in the whole, 
to very large quantities, saved entirely for the benefit of the 
Colony. For the truth of the above representation your 
petitioners would only refer you to the Commissary's 
books, where the amount of provisions received in and de- 
livered out is recorded, and to the attestation of a number 
of the gentlemen Quartermasters, which accompanies this 
Petition. For these services your petitioners have charged 
the Colony four shillings per diem, which, they trust, will 
be found reasonable, and granted them, when all circum- 
stances are duly weighed and considered by the honourable 
Court. 



" Your petitioners would not have troubled your Ho- 
nours with their small concernments, had not your Com- 
mittee informed them that they were not at liberty to allow 
more than two shillings and four pence per diem, which 
sum your petitioners think so inadequate to their exertions 
for the publick good, that they choose rather to rely on the 
generosity of your Honours, not doubting of receiving an 
ample reward." 

The Committee, upon the Petition of William Brown 
and others, Clerks and Assistants to Mr. Pigeon, late Com- 
missary-General, praying for an allowance for services, &c, 
having heard the petitioners and evidences they had to 
produce in support of their Petition, beg leave to report 
as their opinion : that the petitioners have acted, whilst in 
the said service, with integrity and honesty, and have shown 
a proper regard to the publick interest, and have been in- 
strumental of considerable savings to the Colony, as repre- 
sented in their Petition, and are of opinion that they be 
allowed the sum of three shillings and two pence each, per 
day, for their services. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and accepted. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

The Secretary went down with the following Message 
to the House, from the major part of the Council, viz: 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

The danger that a correspondence would be caried on 
between a few disaffected inhabitants of this Colony, and 
the enemies of America, through the town of Hull, to the 
men-of-war, lying in and near JSantasket Road, and that 
our enemies might be supplied in that channel, induced the 
General, in July last, to cause the inhabitants of said town 
to be removed, and to place and constantly keep up a 
guard at the entrance of the beach leading into that town. 
The guards continued until the 1st of December past, at 
which time their inlistments expired, and they returned to 
their several homes in Connecticut ; upon this, and Colonel 
Lincoln being told that several persons had been seen to 
go to Hull, but none being observed to return, he directed 
a small guard from the Militia, in the vicinity, to be placed 
at the entrance of said town, and to continue there until 
they should receive further orders ; he immediately laid the 
whole matter before the Council ; they sent a message to 
his Excellency General Washington, requesting that he 
would place a guard there, and relieve the Militia. He 
gave encouragement to our messenger that he would give 
orders for that purpose ; but it hath been delayed, and now 
the Council are acquainted that the lines at Cambridge and 
Roxbury are so thin, that no men can be spared for the 
purpose aforesaid ; the Council, therefore, thought it their 
duty to make this representation to the honourable House, 
and recommend to them that provision be immediately made, 
not only for guarding the passage into said town, but, also, 
that suitable guards be placed in the towns of Braintree, 
Weymouth, and Hingham. 
(Signed by fifteen of the Council.) 

Mr. Gerry came up with a verbal message from the House, 
to desire the major part of the Council to hold Doctor 
Samuel Gelston under arrest, till an order of both Houses 
be taken thereon. 

In Council: Ordered, That John Adams and Joseph 
Palmer, Esquires, with such as the honourable House shall 
join, be a Committee to examine into the character and 
conduct of Doctor Samuel Gelston, lately apprehended by 
the order of the General Court, and now before them ready 
for examination, nnd report. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Colonel Freema?i, Mr. Brown, of Boston, and Colonel 
Grout, are joined. 

In Council: Ordered, That Walter Spooner, John 
Adams, Joseph Palmer, James Prescott, Benjamin Lin- 
coln, John Taylor, and Jabez Fisher, Esquires, be a Com- 
mittee of the Board, with such Committee of the honour- 
able House, as shall be thought proper for that purpose, 
upon the subject-matter of the Militia Bill, and the manner 
in which the officers shall be appointed. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and are joined. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
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Friday, January 5, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourablcs "Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, 
Benjamin Chadbourn, John Adams, John Whetcomb, James Pres- 
cott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael 
Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, John Taylor, 
Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Petition of Silas Ball, setting forth : " that he acted in 
the capacity of a Surgeon, in Colonel Benjamin Ruggles 
Wood-bridge's, Esq., Regiment, by an invitation from Mr. 
Richard Montague, who was then Major of said regiment, 
which offer he heartily accepted of, and did the duty of a 
Surgeon, &tc, from the 19th of April, to the 9th of July 
last, which is eleven weeks and three days. For certain 
reasons was not examined, so not appointed as a Surgeon 
in the regiment aforementioned, which regiment he supplied 
with medicines, Sic, to the amount of three pounds ; your 
petitioner prays your Honours would make him a proper 
recompense therefor." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Doctor Silas Ball, the sum of fourteen Pounds eight Shil- 
lings, in full of his services as Surgeon's Mate, from the 
19th of April to the 9th of July; and in full for Medicines 
used at his own cost, for the use of the Army. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.* 

Saturday, January 6, 1776. 

Present in Council: Honourablcs Walter Spooner, Caleb CusMng, 
Benjamin Chadbourn, John Adams, John Whetcomb, James Pres- 
cott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael 
Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, John Taylor, 
Benjamin White, Esquires. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration the matter of signing and numbering the Bills 
of Credit for the seventy-five thousand Pounds emission, 
and report some effectual mode of raising a Committee for 
that purpose, beg leave to report, that, for the reasons 
assigned by the Board, on the 4th instant, there be two 
persons appointed by this Court to sign and number said 
Bills, in the room of James Prescott and Joseph Palmer, 
Esquires, who are excused. 

In Council: Read, and accepted, and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That two persons, such as the honourable 
Court shall choose, be appointed to sign and number the 
Bills of Credit of the last emission, in the room of James 
Prescott and Joseph Palmer, Esquires, who are hereby 
excused. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concured, 
and Doctor Rice and Major Ely are appointed to sign and 
number the Bills accordingly, and the Committee are di- 
rected to sit forthwith. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 

* Head-Quarters, January 4, 1776. — Sir: I send, by order of the 
Commander-in-chief, the prisoners under-named, which the General 
desires you will order to be secured in some inland jail. Worcester, we 
are, told, has no prisoners of war, and there is a secure jail, if you ap- 
prove of their being sent to it. Soldiers: John Gvilderoy, William 
Collins, John Smith, Benjamin Ward, George Morrison, Alexander 
Gardner. Seamen : William Beard, George Mitchell, James Richard- 
son, Francis Ossy, Anthony Simmins, Jacob Wilson, Joseph Mason. 

By the enclosed from Colonel Glover, I dare say you will think with 
me, that John Thomer, William Clark, William Wallis, and TAomai 
Gorthorp, seamen of the ship Jenny, Captain Forster, ought also to bo 
confined. 

The men named upon this . . . .* wore seamen, belonging to a ship, 
brigantine . . . .* and sloop, taken by the Continental armed vessels 
. . . .* you see no material objection to their being discharged th.-y 
may be dismissed upon their arrival at Worcester, and be at liberty to 
work for their living in the country, or seek their fortunes as they like. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Horat[o Gates, Adjutant-General. 

P. S. William Beard appears to be an impressed man, on board of a 
man-of-war at Hampton, in Virginia. He may, also, have his liberty at 
Worcester. There arc reasons why the General does not think proper 
to discharge him here. Seamen belongi™ to the brig Hannah: John 
Gallard, William Middeldiih, John Jenkins, James Gray, Thomas Ri- 
ley. Belonging to the ship Jenny : John Morgan, Francis Spumir, 
Henry Baldwin, John Walerstone, and James Donaldson. Willinm 
Clarh,Thomas Gorthorp,WilliamWallacc, and John Thornhill, attempt- 
ed to get on board the man. of.warofF Cape Ann. Belonging to the sloop 
Be.isey: George Bennel, Robert Younger, Daniel Moloney, and William 
Harris. 

In Cobncil, January 5, 1776 : Read, and Ordered, That the Prisoners 
be disposed of in the same, manner as hinted in the foregoing letter, and 
that a mittimus go to the keeper of the jail . . . .* and that a biter be 
wrote to the Selectmen of . . .* directing them to dispose of those 
prisoners there to be confined in the manner herein set forth. 

Perez Mohton, Deputy Secretary. 
f.* Original torn.] 



Doorkeeper be directed forthwith to take in custody Doc- 
tor Samuel Gelston, and put him under a proper guard, 
until the further order of Court, that the present guard 
may be released. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, Monday morning. 



Monday, January 8, 1776. 
Present in Council : Honourables Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, 
Benjamin Chadbourn, John Whetcomb, James Prescott, Eldad Tay. 
lor, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Hoi. 
ten, Jabez Fisher, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That there 
be a Committee of both Houses appointed to inquire of 
his Excellency General Washington, whether he will want 
the Militia any longer than the time for which they are 
inlisted. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and John Taylor, 
Esquire, is joined. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, at the pre- 
sent important crisis of our publick affairs, the intention of 
this Court for causing to be erected Mills for manufacturing 
Gunpowder, hath not hitherto been so far executed as the 
exigency of the times most evidently requires, and the at- 
tention of the Court to each step to be taken in this mea- 
sure must further retard it, and unnecessarily interrupt the 
urgent business of the Court : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That Mr. Putnam, Mr. Crane, 
and Mr. Vose, be, and they hereby are appointed a Com- 
mittee for purchasing the remains of a Powder-Mill at 
Stoughton, and land and privileges convenient to improve 
the same, and to repair a Powder-Mill, or purchase a privi- 
lege for, and erect one at Sutton, as they, after having con- 
sulted the master-workman who shall undertake the same, 
shall judge expedient ; and the said Committee are directed 
to give their diligent and constant attendance to this busi- 
ness, until it shall be perfected ; and the Council are em- 
powered to draw on the Treasury for a sum not exceeding 
three hundred Pounds, in favour of said Committee, to 
enable them to pay the charges of purchasing and repairing, 
or erecting a Mill as aforesaid, they to be accountable to the 
Court for the same. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of Joseph Pearse Palmer, setting forth: "that 
he served in the New-England Army, as Quartermaster- 
General, from the 1st day of May last to the 14th day of 
August next following, when he was superseded by the 
appointment of Thomas Mifflin, Esquire ; and no establish- 
ment having been made for said office, your memorialist 
prays the honourable Court to make him a grant adequate 
to the services and rank of the same." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Treasurer of this Colony be, and he hereby is directed to 
pay unto Joseph Pearse Palmer the sum of forty-five 
Pounds eight Shillings and seven and-a-half Pence, in full 
consideration for his services as Quartermaster-General, at 
twelve Pounds per month, in the Army under the com- 
mand of General Artemas Ward. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



Tuesday, January 9, 1 776. 
Present in Council : Honourables Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushine, 
Benjamin Chadbourn, John Whetcomb, James Prescott, Eldad Tuy. 
lor, Jedediah Foster, Charles Chauncy, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael 
Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jab.z Fisher, Moses Gill, 
John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the' 
Receiver-General of this Colony be, and he hereby is di- 
rected to pay into the hands of the Honourable Benjamin 
Greenleaf, Esquire, Captain Jonathan Greenleaf, and 
Major Stephen Cross, a Committee appointed by this Court 
to purchase Sulphur, the sum of three hundred Pounds, to 
enable them to make payment for the quantities of Sulphur 
they have, or shall engage to receive, they to be account- 
able to the General Court for the same. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of the Selectmen of the town of Topsfeld, set- 
ting forth : '* that, on the 23th day of October last, a Com- • 
miltee of the town of Gloucester came to us, with a letter 
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ffQm, tlie Cpnijpittee of Safety, desiring some assistance 
from this town, by men to guard and defend that town, for 
9 short, time, as by their letter, herewith exhibited, may 
more fully appear. Your petitioners laid said letter before 
the town. The town thought it absolutely necessary that 
the Town of Gloucester should be well guarded, and agreed 
that, notwithstanding we had a large number of men al- 
ready in the Army, if fifteen more would inlist themselves, 
to guard the Town of Gloucester for the term of fifteen 
days, they should be paid at the same rate per month as 
the soldiers had in the Army, (not doubting but it would 
be made a general charge,) and also six shillings per week 
to each man for his support while there ; on which encou- 
ragement, thirteen privates, one drummer, and Lieutenant 
Samuel Cummings, an officer in the Militia, under whose 
command they inlisted for that service, making fifteen in, 
the whole, marched to Gloucester, on the 31st of said 
October, and returned home again at the expiration of 
fifteen days. Your petitioners, therefore, pray that your 
Honours would order such allowance to pay the said sol- 
diers for their service and support, as is allowed and paid 
to the soldiers in the Army for the like term of time, and in 
the same stations." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the Treasury of this Colony unto Deacon 
Gold, Representative for the town of Topsjield, the fol- 
lowing sums, viz: 

To one Lieutenant, for 15 days, at £3 per ' ' 

month, at 28 days to a month, 1 16 6 

To 14 Men, for 15 days, at 36 shillings per 

month, at 28 days to a month, -----13 86 

To Billeting the abovesaid 15 Men two weeks 

and one day each, at five shillings per week,- 8 

£23 5 



In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of John Bunker, of Mount Desert, in the County 
of Lincoln, Mariner, setting forth: "that your petitioner, on 
the 24th of November last, by his own device, took and 
secured a schooner, between fifty and sixty tons, from Fort 
Cumberland, in Nova-Scotia, Isaac Banks, master, bound 
for Boston, laden with cattle, butter, cheese, roots, Sic, 
which vessel your petitioner carried into Goldsborough, and 
left her in the care of one Mr. William Nichols; your pe- 
titioner prays your Honours that he may be ordered the 
possession of the said schooner, to remove her to some 
secure place for the benefit of himself and his country, or 
where your Honours shall see fit." 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, Mr. John 
Bunker and others did, on the 24th day of November last, 
at Mount-Desert, take a schooner, called the Falmouth 
Packet, Isaac DanTcs, master, laden with live stock, but- 
ter, cheese, sauce, &c, and in our enemy's service, bound 
to Boston ; and said Bunker not knowing any provisions 
made in such cases, delivered said schooner and cargo into 
the hands of the Committee of Goldsborough, till he should 
have the order of this Court thereon ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee of Goldsbo- 
rough aforesaid, be, and they hereby are directed to de- 
liver said schooner, with her cargo, or the proceeds thereof, 
if the same or any part thereof has been disposed of by 
said Committee, as also, the papers and appurtenances to 
her belonging, unto the said John Bunker, that said vessel 
may be brought to trial at some court of justice, erected 
by the General Court of this Colony, to try the capture of 
vessels. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

The Committee of both Houses, who were appointed a 
Committee to inquire into the conduct of the Officers sta- 
tioned at Falmouth, have attended that service, and, upon 
the best inquiry, cannot find that any of said Officers have 
been guilty of breaking their orders at the time of the late 
fire in that town ; and as there is no evidence against them 
in that respect, the Committee are of opinion their Muster- 
Rolls pass for payment according to the establishment. 

In Council: Read, and accepted, and 

Thereupon, Resolved, That the Committee on Muster- 
Rolls be directed to pass on the Rolls of the Officers sta- 
tioned at Falmouth, in common with others, without pre- 
ference or distinction. 



In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, Mr. Sam- 
uel Philips, Jun., has proposed to build a Mill, with all 
expedition, at Andover, for manufacturing Gunpowder, and 
this Court is willing to give all reasonable encouragement 
to so important and necessary an undertaking ; 

It is therefore, Resolved, If the said Mill shall be erected 
within a reasonable time, in the judgment of the General 
Court, that during the term of one year next, after the said 
Mill shall be erected and fitted to go, there shall be deli- 
vered to the said Philips by this Colony, from time to 
time, so much Saltpetre as shall be sufficient to keep the 
said Mill constantly employed, provided the same can be 
manufactured and purchased within this Colony, at the rate 
and bounty which is already, or that hereafter may be es- 
tablished by the General Court for the same ; and, also, 
that the Committee of this Court appointed to purchase 
Saltpetre, be not obliged to reserve by them at any one 
time a larger quantity than will be sufficient to keep the 
said Mill in employ for more than the term of one week. 
In case said Mill shall be obliged to stand still any part of 
said year for want of Saltpetre, and the same be made to 
appear to the satisfaction of this Court, said Philips shall 
be allowed to receive a sufficient quantity of Saltpetre to 
employ said Mill the same length of time it was obliged to 
stand still, and to manufacture it into powder, on the same 
terms, as during the aforesaid year. And in case said Phi- 
lips requires it, there shall be delivered to him so much 
Sulphur as is necessary to manufacture the Saltpetre into 
Gunpowder, he, the said Philips, paying this Colony the 
first cost of the Sulphur, and he, the said Philips, shall, at 
his own expense not only provide a sufficient quantity of 
good charcoal for all the Gunpowder he shall manufacture 
for the Colony, but also provide, and keep at his own cost, 
a good and sufficient guard at his Powder-Mill at all times, 
to prevent any wicked and designing persons from destroy- 
ing the same, and to be at alt other necessary expenses in 
manufacturing said Powder. The said Philips shall enter 
into bonds, as the Council shall order, that he will well 
and truly deliver the Commissary-General of this Colony 
so many pounds of good merchantable Gunpowder, as he 
shall be able to manufacture of the Saltpetre which he shall 
receive of the Colony, or any Committee appointed by the 
General Court to manufacture or procure the same; and 
also, be at the expense of transporting said Powder to the 
Colony Store, and of transporting to his said Mill, such 
Sulphur and Saltpetre as the Colony or the Committee of 
said Colony shall deliver him ; and also, that he will cause 
to be published, all the discoveries which he shall make 
relative to the construction of said Mill and the manufac- 
turing Powder, as aforesaid. 

And it is also, Resolved, That the said Philips shall be 
paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, eight 
Pence per pound, for as many pounds of good merchanta- 
ble Gunpowder as he shall manufacture of the Saltpetre, 
which he shall receive of the Colony as aforesaid, on his 
delivering such Gunpowder to the Commissary of the Co- 
lony. 

And it is also, Resolved, That the several Committees 
that are, or may be appointed by the General Court, to 
procure Saltpetre or Sulphur, are hereby directed to de- 
liver said Philips, from time to time, so much Saltpetre 
and Sulphur as shall be sufficient to keep the said Mill 
constantly employed as aforesaid, and to take duplicate re- 
ceipts thereof, specifying the quantity of each, and also the 
price of the Sulphur, one whereof shall be lodged with the 
Commissary aforesaid, and the other said Committee are 
directed to keep. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That there 
be a Committee of bolh Houses to consider the Resolves 
passed the 9th ultimo, relative to withholding Supplies from 
Nantucket, and to consider some relief for the Inhabitants 
of Martha's Vineyard. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Jcdediah Foster, 
Esq., is joined. 

Li Council: Ordered, That Charles Chauncy, Esq., 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to examine the Accounts of the Committee of Coun- 
cil appointed to concur and pay Accounts. 
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In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Mr. Davis and Mr. White are joined. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, January 10, 1776. 

Present in Council; Honourablcs Walter Spooner, Ctlob dishing, 
Benjamin Chadbonxn, John Whetcomb, James Prcscott, Eldad Tay- 
lor, Jedediah Foster, Charles Chauncy, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael 
Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Hollen, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, 
John Taylor, Benjamin White Esquires. 

Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of Majabig- 
waduce, setting forth : " that they have duly considered the 
great oppression of our mother country upon these out 
Colonies in North America, and so sensibly feel the smart 
thereof in this remote District, have, therefore, made choice 
of, and appointed Captain Joseph Young, of this District, 
(as we are all fully satisfied he is a true friend of his coun- 
try and the Inhabitants of this District, so far as we walk 
agreeable to the resolves of the Legislative power of Ame- 
rica,) to present our prayers to the honourable Council who 
sits at Walertown, in the Massachusetts- Bay, in New-Eng- 
land, for their aid and assistance for our preservation and 
protection, that they would be graciously pleased to think 
on us, as we are greatly oppressed by an invidious tyrant, 
John Bateman, who is every way watching over us for 
evil, in order to render us useless and helpless to our coun- 
try's cause, which we are ready at the risks of our lives 
and fortunes to put ourselves in any jeopardy, if occasion 
calls, as we have all of us used our utmost influence to en- 
courage all single men and others as could possibly be 
spared, to inlist themselves into our country's service. 
And we are willing, and stand ready to sacrifice our all in 
compliance with your Honours' commands, and in due 
obedience to the officers your Honours see proper to set 
over us; and, also, we should be as ready to serve your 
Honours under the said Bateman, as any one man in the 
country, but he still continues to use his utmost endeavours 
to destroy almost every person in this place, and confiscate 
their interest. He, the said Bateman, was the first man 
in the place that traded with Mr. Nathan Philips, and 
encouraged said Philips's further trade in this District, 
and, also, advised the Committee to tolerate the carrying 
off wood to the westward. Upon the whole, he is a very 
dangerous person, and, if he is suffered to rule over us, 
and we have not your Honours' protection, we are an un- 
done people." 

In Council: Read, and Ordered, That the within named 
John Bateman be served with a copy of this Petition, and 
be ordered to show cause to this Board, if any he has, why 
the prayer thereof should not be granted, on the 1st day of 
January next, and that the said Bateman surcease all fur- 
ther proceedings as a Justice of the Peace in the mean- 
while. 

The Committee appointed upon the Petition of some of 
the Inhabitants of Majabigwaducc, against the conduct of 
John Bakeman, Esq., relative to his conduct with the peo- 
ple of that place, have attended that service, and heard the 
said Bakeman in his defence of the charges alleged against 
him in said Petition, and have examined the depositions 
and declarations relative to the conduct of the Committee 
of Safety and numbers of the Inhabitants of that place. 

Your Committee have great reason to suspect that a num- 
ber of said inhabitants and petitioners, under the counte- 
nance of some of the Committee of Safety of that place, 
have the last year, in many instances, supplied our ene- 
mies with wood and live-stock, thereby counteracting the 
resolves of the Congress. And it does not appear to the 
Committee that the said Bakeman has acted an unfriendly 
part to his country, or has done any thing to forfeit the 
trust reposed in him by his appointment to the office of a 
Justice of the Peace for the County of Lincoln. And, 
with respect to the riot committed on said Bakeman in 
December last, it being of such an alarming nature, we 
think, that unless some methods are speedily taken, in or- 
der to bring the perpetrators thereof to condign punishment, 
it will prove of very mischievous consequences ; and, that 
it is a matter of so much importance, that it deserves the 
attention of the whole Court. 

In Council: Read, and Ordered, That Moses Gill and 
John Taylor, Esquires, with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Committee to consider the subject-matter 



of the above Report, and what is further necessary to be 
done. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Colonel Norton, Mr. Hovey, and Captain Hathaway, 
are joined. 

Petition of Joshua Elderkin, (Blank.) 

The Committee of both Houses on the Petition of 
Charles Chauncy, Esq., in behalf of Mr. Neal Mclntyer, 
beg leave to report, as their opinion, that the prayer of the 
petition be granted; and, that an order pass this Court to 
the person, or persons, who may have (he goods, clothing, 
or furniture, mentioned in the petition or invoice, in their 
possession, to deliver the same to the order of Charles 
Chauncy, Esquire, or Mr. Neal Mclntyer, as soon as de- 
manded. Jabez Fisher, per order. 

In Council: Read, and accepted, and, thereupon, Re- 
solved, That the Committee of Frenchman's Bay be, and 
they hereby are directed, to deliver all the Goods, Clothings 
or Furniture, mentioned in the enclosed schedule, to the 
order of Charles Chauncy, Esq., or Mr. Neal Mclntyer, 
on demand. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, in the pre- 
sent important contest with Britain the Militia of the 
several United Colonies of America may be frequently 
called forth to defend their invaluable rights and liberties, 
and it is indispensably necessary to the welfare of the Co- 
lonies, that such of the said Militia as shall have conducted 
in the service with a laudable zeal and fidelity therein, 
should be fully satisfied with publick measures, and, at all 
times so accommodated and rewarded for their services, 
that the Colonies may have the fullest assurance of a re- 
newal of their engagements whenever the same shall be 
required ; and, whereas, it will be much for the conveni- 
ence and advantage of any part of the said Militia, when 
called as a temporary reinforcement of the American Army, 
to receive their wages at the time of their dismission, as 
the trouble and expense of a future application for the same 
would greatly reduce the reward of their services, and may 
tend to discourage their inlisting again : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, As the opinion of this Court, 
that it will greatly tend to promote the service in this Colony, 
and encourage the reinlistment of that part of the Militia 
of said Colony, now in the American Army, as a tempo- 
rary reinforcement, if they could be assured by bis Excel- 
lency General Washington, that they should be paid their 
wages at the time of their discharge from service. 

Resolved, That Mr. Speaker and Colonel Thayer, with 
such as the honourable Board shall join, be, and they here- 
by are appointed a Committee to apply to his Excellency 
General Washington, with a copy of the preceding Re- 
solve, and, also, a Resolve of the Court, relative to the 
reinlistment of the Militia aforesaid. 

In Council: Read, and concurred; and Walter Spooner, 
Esq., is joined. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.* 

Thursday, January 11, 1776. 
Present in Council : Honourablcs Walter. Spooner, Caleb Cushing, 
Benjamin Chadbourn, John Adams, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Fos- 
ter, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles 
Chauncy, Michael Farley, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses 
Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Memorial of John Tuff 't, of Belfast, in Penobscot, setting 

* Council-Chamber, January 10, 177C— Sir: ThebeaTer, Mr. James 
Seward, is a person lately sent out of Boston, and is now a prisoner on 
the parole of his honour. The Council, by inquiry into his character 
and conduct, find he has been guilty of acting, in some instances, an 
unfriendly part to the liberties of America, such as working for the 
King's troops in Boston, and keeping his shop open on last fast-day, in 
contempt of the recommendation of Congress. As a palliation for this 
conduct, he urges his religions tenets; in indulgence to which, and in 
consideration that he comes recommended to Hie charity of the Colony 
from the Committee of Donations within the town, the Council have 
ordered that he be confined within the limits of the town of Bridge- 
water, until their further order. And I am directed, by them, to re. 
commend him to you to be employed as a gunsmith, to which trade he 
served his time, that he may be able to maintain himself and family and 
not be an incumbrance to the community. And [ am directed, fur- 
ther, to request of you to see that he docs not pass the limits of the said 
town of Bridgewater, on any occasion whatever, and if he should, that 
you give the earliest intelligence thereof to this Board. 

In the name, and by order of the Council : Walter SroofiER. 

To Hugh Orr, Esq. 
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forth : " that your memorialist dwells at Penobscot, and that 
he lives near Long-Island, in said Penobscot- Bay, and on 
said Island dwell about fourteen families ; and that some of 
said families have, from time to time, supplied the Minis- 
terial forces with cord-wood, and other necessaries, from 
said Island. And, as your memorialist is one of the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence of said place, thinks it his duty 
to set forth to your Honours (and that he is come on pur- 
pose to set forth) their proceedings, which is inimical to 
the country, and prays your Honours would order their 
removal, or that they may not countenance such proceed- 
ings. 

" Your memorialist further prays, that the inhabitants of 
Belfast may be allowed some ammunition, to defend them- 
selves from the enemy, as they are now exposed, and have 
none to help themselves." 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and committed 
to the Committee of both Houses, appointed to consider 
the subject matter of a Report on the Petition of a number 
of the Inhabitants of Majabigwaduce, relative to the con- 
duct of Bakeman. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In Council: Resolved, That two Ships be built, as soon 
as may be, at the expense of this Colony, one suitable to 
carry thirty-six guns, viz: twenty guns carrying twelve- 
pound shot, and sixteen guns for six-pound shot ; and the 
other ship suitable to carry thirty-two guns, viz: twenty 
guns for nine-pound shot, and twelve for six-pound shot; 
and that these Ships be built in a manner best calculated 
for swift sailing, and of timber and all other materials suit- 
able for ships-of-war, of such a number of guns and weight 
of metal, and furnished with a suitable number of officers, 
seamen, and marines, and that all kinds of arms, ammuni- 
tion, and provisions, be furnished for such ships. 

Resolved, That with such as the 

honourable House shall join, be a Committee to carry 
the foregoing Resolution into execution, as soon as possi- 
ble, and that a sum of money for that purpose, not exceed- 
ing be put into their hands, they to be 

accountable to this Court for the expenditnre of the same. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and ordered to 
be recommitted ; and the Committee are directed to report 
an estimate of the expense of building and furnishing the 
vessels above proposed to be provided. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Letter from his Excellency General Washington, on the 
critical situation of the Army, read and sent down. Came 
up committed to a Committee of boih Houses. 

In Council : Read, and concurred ; and John Adams 
and Jedediah Foster, Esquires, are joined. 

In Council: Ordered, That there be a Committee of 
both Houses appointed, to remedy the defect of the Inn- 
holders not exhibiting their Accounts. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concur- 
red, and are joined. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, (Blank.) 
In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Letter from William Williams, Esq., of Connecticut, com- 
municating measures adopted by that Colony, and disco- 
veries made of a Lead-Mine. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and John Adams, 
Esq., is joined. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.* 

* Council-Chamber, January 11, 1776. — Gentlemen: The Council 
have considered a petition presented by Joshua Young, who is confined 
to your town, and who seems to be heartily penitent for his past offences, 
and have ordered that he be removed from his confinement to the town 
of Northampton, and be sent to Marshfield, and confined within the 
limits of that town till their further order, and they request that you 
see this order carried into execution. 

In the name, and by order of the Council : Jedediah Foster. 
To the Committee of Correspondence of Northampton. 

Council-Chamber, January 11, 1776. — Gentlemen: Joshua Young, 
who has been confined to the town of Northampton, for his offences and 
misdemeanours against tho country, has presented a petition to the 
Counuil, to extend their clemency towards him, in consequence of which 
the Council have ordered that he be released from the town of North- 
ampton, and be sent to your town, and confined within the limits thereof 
till further order. And they request that you take care that the said 
Young does not pass the limits of his confinement. 

In the name, and by order of the Council : Jedediah Foster. 

To the Committee of Correspondence of the Town of Marshfield. 



Friday, January 12, 1776 

Present in Council : Honourables Walter Spooner, Caleb Gushing, 
Benjamin Chadbourn, John Adams, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Fos- 
ter, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles 
Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez 
Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

A Letter to the Honourable John Taylor, Esq., from 
Timothy Parsons, on matter of publick concern. 

In Council: Read, and committed to the Committee on 
the Petition from Majabigwaduce. 

Deposition of Ebenezer Goodell and James Goodell, 
relative to Joseph Bowditch refusing a tender of Bills of 
publick Credit. 

Read, and committed to John Taylor, Esq., with such 
as the honourable House shall join. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten o'clock. 

Saturday, January 13, 1776. 
Present in Council : Honourables Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, Ben- 
jamin Chadbourn, John Adams, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, 
James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chaun- 
cy, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Moses Gill, Jabez Fisher, Mi- 
chael Farley, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Letter from his Excellency General Washington, of the 
10th instant, have attended that service, and beg leave to 
report, that a Committee of both Houses be appointed to 
wait on the General, and to assure him that this Court are 
zealously disposed to do every thing in their power to pro- 
mote the recruiting of the American Army, and to acquaint 
him that they cannot be of opinion that the publick service 
will be promoted by offering a bounty, at the separate 
expense of this Colony, or any other encouragement be- 
yond that which has been ordered by the Congress; that 
they are still further from an opinion that the same service 
can be promoted by any coercive measures, or any other 
expedient than voluntary inlistment. But, that this Court 
is willing, if his Excellency shall approve of this mea- 
sure, to recommend any further temporary drafts from the 
Militia, that may be necessary to supply the present defi- 
ciencies, to be continued until the 1st of April next; and, 
also, to exert the influence of this Court, by recommend- 
ing to the Selectmen and Committees of Correspondence, 
and others, to exert themselves, and employ their influence 
among the people, to promote and encourage, by all rea- 
sonable methods, the recruiting service in the several 
towns. 

John Adams, per order. 

In Council: Read, and accepted; and, Ordered, That 
John Adams, Esq., with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Committee to wait on his Excellency Ge- 
neral Washington, for the purposes expressed in the above 
Report. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concur- 
red, and Mr. Speaker and Major Hawley are joined. 

Petition of John Tidd, of Lexington, setting forth : 
" that, on the 19th of April, he received a wound in the 
head, (by a cutlass,) from the enemy, which brought him 
senseless to the ground ; at which time they took from him 
his gun, cartridge-box, powder-horn, &c. He prays your 
Honours would make him some compensation for said loss; 
likewise, six weeks' loss of time, charge of a Surgeon, nur- 
sing, and board." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
John Tidd, the sum of four Pounds ten Shillings, in full, 
for his loss of Gun, &c, set forth in his Petition. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, the Cap- 
tains and Lieutenants of the Militia, who have lately joined 
the Army as a temporary reinforcement, have not been 
commissionated according to the several stations to which 
they have been elected ; and whereas, they may continue 
a longer time in service than was at first expected; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the honourable Council of this Colony 
be desired to commissionate all such officers, as aforesaid, 
according to their several ranks, who, with fifty men or up- 
wards, (accounting in said number officers, and, also, such 
men as have inlisted from their respective companies into 
the Continental Army.) shall incline to continue in the 
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service till the last of this month, or till the 10th of Febru- 
ary next, if occasion shall require, upon their being certi- 
fied of their appointment according to the Resolves of this 
Court, and of retaining the number of men specified in this 
Resolve. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned, until Monday next. 

Monday, January 15, 1776. 
Present in Council : Hononrables Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, 
Thomas Cusliing, Jolin Adama, Jedediah Foster, James Prescolt, 
Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Joesph Palmpr, 
Samuel Holten, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Es. 
quires. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That Col- 
onel Porter and Mr. Brown, of Boston, with such as the 
honourable Board shall join, be, and they hereby are ap- 
pointed a Committee to settle the Accounts remaining 
unsettled on the books of the late Committee of Supplies, 
and to collect and pay the balances that may be due to, or 
from the Colony on said Accounts. Also, to take the care of 
the brigantine Rockingham and Unity's cargoes, and such 
a part of the schooner MaccaronVs, as belongs to the Co- 
lony. Also, to see that the order of this Court be com- 
plied with by Captain William Johnson, late commander 
of the schooner Britiania, relative to his delivering to the 
Commissary of said Colony the nett proceeds of the cargo 
of said schooner, consigned him by the said late Commit- 
tee of Supplies, exclusive of what he shall produce receipts 
of having delivered agreeable to any order of said Court. 
And they are further directed, to receive from the files of 
said Committee of Supplies all the papers relative to said 
vessel, or any of the persons having accounts unsettled, as 
aforesaid ; and, upon the arrival of any of them, to cause 
the proceeds of their cargoes, if vested in military stores, to 
be delivered to the Colonial Commissary, and take his re- 
ceipts therefor, and to certify to the Standing Committee 
on Accounts the sums which they shall find necessary to 
discharge the portledge bills, hire, and other necessary 
charges attending the said voyages, that shall be due from 
the Colony aforesaid. And the Slanding Committee on 
Accounts are hereby empowered to pay and discharge the 
portledge bills, hire of vessels, and other charges that shall 
be examined and certified by the Committee now chosen, 
as aforesaid ; they to be accountable to the General Court 
for their doings. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Moses Gill, 
Esq., is joined. 

Mr. Cooper came up with a message to the Board, to 
inform them that the House proposed to come to the choice 
of Officers to command at Plymouth and Truro, also, a 
Captain to command in the County of Cumberland, in the 
room of Captain Rice, who declines, at three o'clock, this 
afternoon, if agreeable to the honourable Board. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., went down with a message to 
the House, to inform them, that the Board agreed to the 
foregoing proposal of the honourable House. 

Letter from his Excellency General Washington, re- 
specting the want of Fire-Arms for the new recruits, now 
coming in. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and commit- 
ted to Mr. Pitts, Colonel Woodbridge, and Captain Smith, 
with such as the honourable Board may join. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Colonel Prcs- 
coit and Colonel Lincoln are joined. 

Message came up from the House, to inform the Board 
that the House are now ready to proceed to the choice of 
Officers for the Company to be stationed at Plymouth and 
Truro, and a Captain in the room of Captain Rice. 

In Council: Ordered, That Charles Chauncy and Mo- 
ses Gill, Esquires, be a Committee to count and sort the 
votes, who reported, that for the Officers to command at 
Plymouth, the number of votes were: 

On the part of the Board, 12 

On the part of the House, 50 

Total, 62 

Thirty-two made a vote ; and that Jesse Harlow, as Cap- 
tain ; James Churchill, First Lieutenant ; Timothy Good- 
win, Second Lieutenant, were unanimously chosen. 



William Watson, Esq., for a Commissary, had fifty-nine 
oles, and was accordingly chosen. 

For Officers to command at Truro, the number of votes 
were : 

On the part of the Board, ----- 9 
On the part of the House, ----- 42 

Total, - 51 

Twenty-six made a vote; and that Joseph Smith, as Cap- 
tain ; Hezckiah Harden, First Lieutenant ; Seth Smith, 
Second Lieutenant, were unanimously chosen. 
Samuel Harding was chosen Commissary. 
For a Captain, in the room of Captain Rice, the num- 
ber of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, ----- 11 
On the part of the House, ----- 42 

Total, - - 53 

Twenty-seven made a vote ; and Bryant Morton was una- 
nimously chosen. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes 
for a Commissary at Tarpaulin- Cove, reported that the 
number of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, ----- 10 
On the part of the House, ----- 47 

Total, 57 

Twenty-nine made a vote ; and that Thomas Jones, Jr., 
was accordingly chosen. 

Petition of James Lemont, setting forth : " tha the re- 
ceived orders to inlist a company of men, to be stationed 
in the County of Lincoln, for the defence of the sea-coast, 
and before they passed muster, the County was alarmed by 
a number of our enemy's vessels arriving at Pleasant-Ri- 
ver, (o which your petitioner, with his men, immediately 
went, and was obliged to victual said men until their re- 
turn to Georgetown, where your petitioner was afterwards 
stationed, and was victualled by the Selectmen. Further, 
your petitioner did hire several boats for the use of the 
Colony, to convey the men under his command from one 
place to another, as the County was often alarmed by the 
enemy's vessels, which occasioned Colonel Cargill to order 
him from one place to another, where there was no passing 
by land ; therefore, your petitioner prays your Honours 
would grant him payment according to account annexed." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That Hen- 
ry Gardner, Esquire, Treasurer and Receiver-General be, 
and he hereby is directed to pay to James Lemont, or his 
order, the sum of fifty Pounds and two Shillings, in full dis- 
charge of his account. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.* 

* Philadelphia, January 1, 1776. — Mat it please tour Honours : I 
arrived at this place the 28th ultimo, where I found a letter from Mr. 
Morton, Deputy Secretary, wrote by the direction of the major part of 
the honourable Council of the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, by 
which I am acquainted that they have honoured me with an appoint- 
ment as one of the Justices of the Superior Court of Judicature, &c, 
for that Province. I am, also, favoured with a list of the other gen. 
tlemen appointed to the Superior Bench, and of our arrangement in 
rank. I am, also, requested to signify to the honourable Board, as soon 
as may be, my acceptance or refusal in writing. 

That my answer has been so long delayed from the arrival of this 
letter, has been entirely owing to my absence on a commission to the 
northward, so that I havo really been notified but a few days of my 
appointment to that important office, and have not had that time and 
opportunity to consider the matter which I could havo wished ; but as 
your Honours have thought it expedient that a Superior Court should 
be appointed, and the appointment is of so long standing, I think it ne- 
cessary to give my answer by this first opportunity, lest the matter 
remaining undetermined, might prevent the accomplishment of your _ 
Honours' determination. 

After expressing my sincere thanks for the honour you have confer, 
red upon me by this appointment, I find myself constrained to decline 
accepting it, and without troubling your Honours with a detail of rea- 
sons which are not required, I beg leave to observo that I have the 
highest sense of the importance of that office, and am satisfied that, if 
sufficiently qualified, I could not attend to the due execution of it, while 
the attack made by our enemies, on every thing we hold dear, appears 
to mo to demand our constant attention. 

I heartily wish the establishment of peace, and tho due administra- 
tion of justico in our Province, success to your Honours' endeavours to 
effect these valuable purposes, and happiness to your persons, and am 
with unfeigned respect, your Honours' most obliged, humble servant, 

Robert Treat Paine. 
To the Honourable the Council of Massachusetts.Bay. 

In Council, January 15, 1776 : Road, and ordered to bo entered on 
the files of Council. Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 
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Tuesday, January 16, 1776. 

Prssent in Council: Hon durables William Sever, Walter Spooner Ca- 
leb Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, John Ad 1ms, John 
Whctcomb, Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benja- 
min Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Ja- 
bez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration his Excellency General Washington' s Letter 
to this Court, of the 10th instant, have attended that ser- 
vice, and report as followeth, viz : 

That his Excellency be informed that it is the opinion 
of this Court, there would be a general supply of fire-arms 
brought into the camp, if he would give publick notice that 
if the recruits would come well armed, they should be al- 
lowed for the use of their arms ; and if lost in the service, the 
just value of them should be paid, and that their arms shall 
not be detained from them when their time of service shall 
expire. And, that to detain the arms of the Militia, without 
their consent, would neither promote the good of the ser- 
vice nor facilitate the arming the forces, as it would pro- 
duce a general uneasiness through the country. And that 
his Excellency be also informed that this Colony have in 
store but about two hundred fire-arms, part of which are 
out of repair. Such as will do for the service, although 
provided for the particular use of this Colony, we shall be 
ready to deliver, if they shall be needed, and do all in our 
power to aid his Excellency in arming the troops. 

In Council : Read, and sent down. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and accepted, 
and thereupon, Ordered, That the Committee appointed 
to wait upon his Excellency General Washington, on the 
subject of his Letter of the 10th current, be a Committee 
to present him a copy of the within Report. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, represen- 
tation has been made to this Court, by a Committee [hereof, 
that his Excellency General Washington was desirous of 
borrowing, for the use of the Continental Army, a supply 
of money, 

Resolved, That the Council be, and they hereby are em- 
powered to draw on the Treasurer of this Colony, for the 
sum of fifty thousand Pounds, lawful money, in favour of 
his Excellency aforesaid, as Commander-in-chief of the 
Continental Army, or for such a part of said sum as his Ex- 
cellency shall have a present demand for, he giving an ob- 
ligation, in his capacity, to return the same to the said 
Treasurer, when demanded. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Committee appointed to wait on his Excellency General 
Washington, on the subject of his Excellency's Letter of 
the 10th instant, be a Committee to present his Excellency 
with a copy of the within Resolve. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President 
of the Continental Congress, be committed to a Committee 
of both Houses. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Walter Spooner 
and Jedediah Foster, Esquires, are joined. 

hi the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Memorial of Jonathan Jackson, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Inspection of Newburyport, setting forth the fraud 
of Benjamin Balch, &c, be committed to Mr. Story and 
Mr. Wheeler, with such as the honourable Board shall 
join. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Caleb Cushing, 
Esquire, is joined. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, by a Resolve 
of this Court, passed this House the 16th of December last, 
it was recommended to a number of towns in the Counties 
of Suffolk, Essex, Middlesex, Plymouth, and Worcester, 
as they regarded their own safety and the general welfare 
of these Colonies, to take effectual measures to supply the 
camps at Cambridge and Roxbury, with such quantities of 
Hay as were set to the respective towns named in said Re- 
solve, at the rate of five Pounds per ton for English Hay, 
and forty Shillings per ton for salt Hay. And, whereas, 
upon a thorough inquiry made by this Court, it now ap- 
pears, that the allowance then made is below the market 



price, and short of what has been usually given by the in- 
habitants of this Colony, under a like scarcity with the 
present, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to those towns which 
have not, as yet, forwarded to the camps the quantities of 
Hay which have been assigned, that they send their respec- 
tive quantities immediately, and receive pay therefor, at the 
rate of six Pounds per ton for English, and fifty Shillings 
per ton for salt Hay, provided the same shall be brought 
into camp within ten days from the date hereof. And lest 
the other towns mentioned in said Resolve, which from an 
early regard to the recommendations of this Court, have 
already furnished their respective quantities of Hay, should 
be sufferers for so doing, they are to receive out of the Co- 
lony Treasury, such sums as have been short paid them 
of the prices now allowed to be given therefor, on their 
producing proper certificates to the honourable Board of 
the quantities furnished aforesaid, who are hereby empow- 
ered to grant warrants for the same ; and the Selectmen am] 
Committees of Correspondence in those towns are desired 
to transmit to this Court (be receipts for the Hay they have 
already carried into the camps, that so their regard to the 
credit of this community, and zeal for the common safety 
may appear upon the publick records of this Colony. And 
whereas, it may so happen, that at the expiration of said 
ten days, some towns may still remain deficient, to pre- 
vent the fatal consequences of such neglect, the Selectmen 
of any delinquent town are hereby directed and empower- 
ed to impress therein, for the use of the Continental Army, 
so much Hay as will make up the full quantity assigned 
such town by the aforesaid Resolve of this Court ; and the 
Committee named in the former Resolve are directed to see 
that and the foregoing Resolve be carried into execution ; 
and Colonel Thompson is directed to get this Resolve print- 
ed in handbills and dispersed through the several towns 
mentioned in the schedule annexed to the first Resolve. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Mr. Gerry came up with a message from the House, to 
inform the Board that the House proposed to come to the 
choice of such Officers on the Sea-Coast, as remain to be 
chosen, at five o'clock this afternoon, by joint ballot, if 
agreeable to the honourable Board. 

Mr. Spooner went down with a message to the House, 
to inform them that the Board agreed to the foregoing pro- 
posal of the honourable House, and would request to be 
informed what Company the House propose to begin with. 

In Council: Ordered, That Charles Chauncy and Jo- 
seph Palmer, Esquires, be a Committee to count and sort 
the votes for Officers to command the Company to be sta- 
tioned at Salem, who reported the number of votes were: 
On the part of the Board, ----- 7 
On the part of the House, ----- 45 

Total, ------ 52 

Twenty-seven made a vote; Daniel Ward, as Captain; 
Jonathan Herreden, as First Lieutenant ; William Mansion, 
as Second Lieutenant ; were chosen. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes 
for a Mustermaster for Cumberland reported, that the num- 
ber of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, ----- 7 

On the part of the House, ----- 4.3 

Total, 50 

Twenty-six made a vote; and Peter Noyes was chosen 
Mustermaster accordingly. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes 
for a Mustermaster for Dukes County reported, that the 
number of the votes were: 

On the part of the Board, - .... g 
On the part of the House, ----- 44 

Total, gi 

Twenty-seven made a vote ; and Colonel Beriah Norton 
was unanimously chosen Mustermaster for Dukes County. 
The Committee appointed to count and sort the voles 
for a Mustermaster for the County of Plymouth, reported 
that the number of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, ..... g 
On the part of the House, - - - - - 44 

Total, 5 "2 
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Twenty-seven made a vote ; and Thomas Lothrop was 

chosen Mustermaster for Plymouth. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes 

for a Mustermaster, for the County of Essex, reported the 

number of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, ----- 9 
On the part of the House, ----- 43 

Total, ...... 52 

Twenty-seven made a vote ; and Daniel Hopkins was 
unanimously chosen Mustermaster. 

The Committee, appointed to count and sort the votes 
for a Captain, First and Second Lieutenants, and a Com- 
missary, for the County of Lincoln, Sheepscut- River, who 
reported that the number of votes were : 

On the part of the Board, 9 

On the part of the House, 44 

Total, 53 

Twenty-seven made a vote ; and Israel Davis, as Captain ; 
Nathaniel Win slow, as First Lieutenant ; Christopher Wood- 
bridge, as Second Lieutenant; David Reed, as Commis- 
sary, were unanimously chosen. 

The Committee of the honourable House then informed 
the Board, that the House proposed to defer the further 
choice of Officers on the Sea-Coast till to-morrow, twelve 
o'clock. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, ten o'clock. 

Thursday, January 17, 1776. 

Present in Council : Hononrablos William S jver, Walter Spooner, Ca- 
leb Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, John Adams, John 
Whetcomb, Jedcdiah Foster, James Prescoll, Eldad Taylor, Benja. 
min Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, S;im- 
uel Holten, Jabcz Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin Whito, 
Esquires, 

In Council: Whereas, John Hancock, Samuel Adams, 
Jjhn Adams, Robert Treat Paine, and Elbridge Gerry, 
Esquires, having been chosen by joint ballot of the two 
Houses of Assembly, to represent the Colony of the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, in Nexv-England, in the American Con- 
gress, until the 1st day of January, 1777, 

Resolved, That they, or any one, or more them, are 
hereby fully empowered, with the Delegates from the other 
American Colonies, to concert, direct, and order such further 
measures as shall to them appear best calculated for the 
recovery and establishment of American rights and liber- 
lies ; and the Secretary is hereby directed, as soon as may 
be, to signify to each of those gentlemen their appoint- 
ment, with an attested copy of this order. 

7/i the House of Representatives : Read, and committed 
to Mr. Speaker, Mr. Hawley, and Mr. Cooper, with such 
as the honourable Board may join ; and said Committee 
are directed to form Instructions to said Delegates. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and William Sever 
and Walter Spooner, Esquires, are joined. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That that 
part of the Sea-Coast establishment, which respects the 
raising two Companies in the County of Cumberland , be so 
far reconsidered as that Captain Bryant Morton, lately 
appointed by this Court to command one of the said Com- 
panies be, and he hereby is empowered and directed to inlist 
the whole, or any part thereof, in any other County in this 
Colony, where he can fill up the same with the greatest 
despatch, except in sea-port towns ; and that Colonel 
Thompson be, and hereby is empowered and directed to 
sign inlisting orders, and give a form of an inlistment to the 
said Morton, agreeable to the establishment before men- 
tioned. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, by a Re- 
solve of this Court, of the 27th of December last, provi- 
sion is made for a Commissary for the Forces stationed on 
the Sea-Coast at Salem and Marblehead ; and as it appears 
to be more for the publick benefit that there should be a 
Commissary for each of those towns, 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the Commissary already 
appointed be a Commissary for the Companies at Marble- 
head only; and that a Commissary be appointed for the 
Forces stationed in the Town of Salem. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 80 



In the House of Representatives : Whereas, his Excel- 
lency General Washington hath informed this Court, that 
he doth not think himself at liberty to pay four Companies 
of men, who have generally done duty at Braintree, Wey- 
mouth, and Hingham, the last year; and the said Compa- 
nies having received no part of their pay from him since 
August last, 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Officers of the said four 
Companies, be directed to make up their Rolls to the 1st 
day of January current, and observe such rules as were 
given to the Officers in the camps at Cambridge and Rex- 
bury. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

The Committee of both Houses appointed upon a Peti- 
tion from the town of Dorchester, relative to Jane Jackson, 
and her two children, beg leave to report the following Re- 
solve: 

Whereas, it appears that Jane Jackson, and her two chil- 
dren, have been sent over from Castle- William into the 
Town of Dorchester, since which they have been main- 
tained at the expense of the said town, notwithstanding 
their application to General Washington, (by order of this 
Court.) to desire his assistance in conveying them back to 
Boston, he refusing to concern himself in the matter, 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Selectmen of Dorchester 
be, and they are hereby directed to remove the said Jane 
Jackson, with her two children, into some inland town, where 
they may be maintained al the cheapest rate ; and, provided 
either of the said persons are able to work, that they be 
put out for that purpose, to lessen the charge of their main- 
tenance as aforesaid, the said Selectmen to lay their Accounts 
before this Court, for examination and allowance. 

In Council: Read, and accepted. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, January 18, 1776. 
Present in Council : Hononrablos William Sever, Walter Spooner, Ca. 
lob Cushing, John Winthrop, John Adams, John Whetcomb, Jeded^ah 
Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles 
Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holton, Jabiz 
Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to form In- 
structions for the Delegates from this Colony to the Ame- 
rican Congress, have attended that service, and report the 
following draft, which is submitted. 

William Seveh, per order. 

In Council: Whereas, John Hancock, Samuel Adams, 
John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, and Elbridge Gerry, 
Esquires, have been chosen, by joint ballot of the two 
Houses of Assembly, to represent the Colony of Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, in New-England, in the American Congress, 
until the 1st day of January, 1777, 

Resolved, That they, or any one, or more of them, are 
hereby fully empowered, with the Delegates from the other 
American Colonies, to concert, direct, and order such further 
measures as shall to them appear best calculated for the 
establishment of right and liberty to the American Colo- 
nies, upon a basis permanent and secure, against the power 
and arts of the British Administration, and guarded against 
any future encroachments of their enemies, with power to 
adjourn to such times, and places, as shall appear most con- 
ducive to the publick safety and advantage. 

Read, and accepted. Sent down. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and the Secretary is hereby directed, as soon as may be, to 
signify to each of those gentlemen their appointment, with 
an attested copy of this order.* 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

A Bill, entitled "An Act for regulating the Militia, 

•Cor/NciL-CiiAMBEii, January 19, 1776 Sir: Agreeable to the di- 
rections of the enclosed resolution, I am to acquaint you, that by a joint 
ballot of both Houses of Assombly for the Colony of Massachusetts- 
Bay, you are elected one of the Delegates to represent that Colony in 
American Congress, until the 1st day of January, 1777; and the en- 
closed resolution you are to make the general rule of your conduct. 

By order of the General Court : 

Pehez Mortok, Deputy Secretary. 
To John Hancock, Esq. 

[Same to Elbridge Gerry, Samuel Adams, John Adams, and Robert: 
Treat Paine, Esquires.] 
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fcc," havin g passed the House of Representatives, to be 
engrossed. 

In Council : Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be engrossed. 

Petition of Elizabeth Sampson, and others, setting 
forth : " that their families have been visited with distressing 
sickness, and the distress much augmented by their not 
being able to purchase proper necessaries for persons under 
such circumstances, as theirs were in the time of their sick- 
ness, which was brought upon them, at least in part, by 
the delay of the Trustees of Indian Affairs, in Grafton, 
paying us our reasonable part of the interest money due 
in May last ; we, therefore, pray that such measures may 
be pointed out as may be effectual for the speedy collect- 
ing and paying us our proportions of said interest money, 
respectively, not only for our present relief, but for the 
. future." 

In the House of Representatives: On the Petition of 
Elizabeth Sampson, and other Indian inhabitants of Graf- 
ton', praying to be relieved respecting their income by the 
interest money in the hands of the Guardians of that Tribe : 

Resolved, That whereas, the Honourable Artemas Ward, 
Esquire, one of their present Guardians, is necessarily em- 
ployed in the Continental service, and the others have 
neglected to relieve those Indians, it is become necessary 
that new Guardians shall be appointed, who shall, by such 
appointment, be vested with the same power, in all matters 
respecting the property of those Indians, as the present 
Guardians have. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In Council: Ordered, That Moses Gill, Esquire, with 
such as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee to 
consider of the propriety of commissionating such Captains 
and Subalterns as marched and joined the Continental 
Army from the Militia, with full companies, in pursuance 
of the Resolve of the General Court, on the 1st of Decem- 
ber last. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Captain Parker and Colonel Ward are joined. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday, January 19, 1776. 

Present in Council: Honourable William Sever, Walter Spooner, Ca. 
leb Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Gushing, John Adams, John 
Whctcomb, Jedediah Foster, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, 
Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, 
Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That 

be a Committee, with such as the honourable Board shall 
join, to confer with Mr. Thomas Harling on the subject 
of erecting a Powder-Mill, &tc. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Caleb Cushing 
and Joseph Palmer, Esquires, are joined. 

Letter from Samuel Jordan, representing the fraud of 
Colonel Cargill : 

In Council : Read, and Ordered, That Eldad Taylor 
and John Taylor, Esquires, with such as the honourable 
House shall join, be a Committee to take the foregoing 
Letter, and papers accompanying it, into consideration, 
and report. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Thompson, and Colonel Cushing, 
are joined. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Committees, or Selectmen, of the several towns in this Co- 
lony, send a just and true account of all the Powder, Lead, 
and Flints, by them delivered, by order of the Congress, 
or House of Representatives, of this Colony, for the use of 
the said Colony or Army, to the Committee of Accounts, 
by the 1st day of April next, in order to their being paid 
for the same : the Powder at five Shillings per pound, the 
Lead at five Pence per pound, and the Flints at five Shil- 
lings per hundred ; unless they choose to have the same 
replaced, when the stale of this Colony will permit of. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Selectmen, or Com- 
mittees aforesaid, send an account of all the Powder, Lead, 
and Flints delivered to the Minute-Men, or others, that 
was used or left in the camps, for the benefit of the Army, 
on the alarm of the 19th day of April last, or otherwise 
be left in the camps for the use of the Army, that the same 
may be paid for by this Court. 



In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In Council: Ordered, That John Winthrop and Tho- 
mas Cushing, Esquires, with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Committee to take, into consideration the 
Resolution of the American Congress, passed the 2d of 
January, and called " the Tory Act," and report. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and are joined. 

The Committee appointed to draft a Proclamation, to be 
read at the opening of Courts, &tc, reported a draft, which 
is as follows, viz : 

Ry the Great and General Court of the Colony of Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay: — A Proclamation. 

The frailty of human nature, the wants of individuals, 
and the numerous dangers which surround them through 
the course of life, have, in all ages, and in every country, 
impelled them to form societies, and establish Governments. 
As the happiness of the people is the sole end of Govern- 
ment, so the consent of the people is the only foundation of 
it, in reason, morality, and the natural fitness of things ; and, 
therefore, every act of Government, every exercise of sove- 
reignty, against or without the consent of the people, is 
injustice, usurpation, and tyranny. 

It is a maxim that, in every Government, there must ex- 
ist, somewhere, a supreme, sovereign, absolute, and uncon- 
trollable power; but this power resides always in the body 
of the people, and it never was, nor can be, delegated to 
one man, or a few, the great Creator having never given to 
men a right to vest others with authority over them, unli- 
mited either in duration or degree. 

When Kings, Ministers, Governours, or Legislators, 
therefore, instead of exercising the power intrusted with 
them according to the principles, forms, and proportions 
stated by the Constitution, and established by the original 
compact, prostitute those powers to the purposes of op- 
pression, to subvert, instead of supporting a free Constitu- 
tion, to destroy, instead of preserving the lives, liberties, 
and properties of the people, they are no longer to be 
deemed magistrates vested with a sacred character, but be- 
come publick enemies, and ought to be resisted. 

The Administration of Great Britain, despising equally 
the justice, humanity, and magnanimity of their ancestors, 
and the rights, liberties, and courage of Americans, have, 
for a course of years, laboured to establish a sovereignty 
in America, not founded in the consent of the people, but 
in the mere will of persons a thousand leagues from us, 
whom we know not, and have endeavoured to establish 
this sovereignty over us, against our consent, in all cases 
whatsoever. The Colonies, during this period, have re- 
curred to every peaceable resource in a free Constitution, 
by petitions and remonstrances, to obtain justice, which 
has not only been denied to them, but they have been 
treated with unexampled indignity and contempt; and, at 
length, open war, of the most atrocious, cruel, and sangui- 
nary kind, has been commenced against them. To this, 
an open, manly, and successful resistance has hitherto been 
made. Thirteen Colonies are now firmly united in the 
conduct of this most just and necessary war, under the wise 
councils of their Congress. 

It is the will of Providence, for wise, righteous, and gra- 
cious ends, that this Colony should have been singled out 
by the enemies of America, as the first object, both of 
their envy and their revenge, and, after having been made 
the subject of several merciless and vindictive statutes, one 
of which was intended to subvert our Constitution by char- 
ter, is made the seat of war. No effectual resistance to 
the system of 1) runny provided for us could be made, with- 
out either instant recourse to arms, or a temporary suspen- 
sion of the ordinary powers of Government, or tribunals of 
justice ; to the last of which evils, in hopes of a speedy re- 
conciliation with Great Britain, upon equitable terms, the 
Congress advised us to submit; and mankind has seen a 
phenomenon, without example in the political world — a 
large and populous Colony subsisting, in great decency and 
order, for more than a year, under such a suspension of 
Government. 

But as our enemies have proceeded to such barbarous 
extremities, commencing hostilities upon the good people 
of this Colony, and with unprecedented malice, exerting 
their power to spread the calamities of fire, sword, and 
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famine through the land, and no reasonable prospect remains 
of a speedy reconciliation with Great Britain, the Con- 
gress have resolved, "that no obedience being due to the 
Act of Parliament for altering the Charter of the Colony of 
the Massachusetts-Bay, nor to a Governouror Lieutenant- 
Governour, who will not observe the directions of, but en- 
deavour to subvert that Charter, the Governour and Lieu- 
tenant-Govemour of that Colony are to be considered as 
absent, and their offices vacant; and, as there is no Council 
there, and inconveniences arising from the suspension of 
the powers of Government are intolerable, especially at a 
time when General Gage hath actually levied war, and is 
carrying on hostilities against His Majesty's peaceable and 
loyal subjects of that Colony; that in order to conform as 
nearly as may be to the spirit and substance of the Charter, 
it be recommended to the Provincial Convention to write 
letters to the inhabitants of the several places which are 
entitled to representation in Assembly, requesting them to 
choose such Representatives; and that the Assembly, when 
chosen, do elect Counsellors, and that such Assembly and 
Council exercise the powers of Government until a Go- 
vernour of His Majesty's appointment will consent to govern 
the Colony according to its Charter." In pursuance of which 
advice, the good people of this Colony have chosen a full 
and free representation of themselves, who, being convened 
in Assembly, have elected a Council, who, as the Executive 
branch of Government, have constituted necessary officers 
through the Colony. The present generation, therefore, 
may be congratulated on the acquisition of a form of Go- 
vernment more immediately, in all its branches, under the 
influence and control of the people, and, therefore, more 
free and happy than was enjoyed by their ancestors. But 
as a Government so popular can be supported only by 
universal knowledge and virtue in the body of the people, 
it is the duty of all ranks to promote the means of edu- 
cation for the rising generation, as well as true religion, 
purity of manners, and integrity of life, among all orders 
and degrees. 

As an Army has become necessary for our defence, and, 
in all free states, the civil must provide for and control the 
military power ; the major part of the Council have ap- 
pointed Magistrates and Courts of Justice in every County, 
whose happiness is so connected with that of the people, 
that it is difficult to suppose they can abuse their trust. 
The business of it is to see those laws enforced which are 
necessary for the preservation of peace, virtue, and good 
order; and, the Great and General Court expects, and re- 
quires, that all necessary support and assistance be given, 
and all proper obedience yielded to them, and will deem 
every person who shall fail of his duty, in this respect 
towards them, a disturber of the peace of this Colony, and 
deserving of examplary punishment. 

That piety and virtue, which alone can secure the free- 
dom of any people, be encouraged, and vice and im- 
morality suppressed, the Great and General Court have 
thought fit to issue this Proclamation, commanding and en- 
joining it upon the good people of this Colony, that they 
lead sober, religious, and peaceable lives, avoiding all 
blasphemies, contempt of the Holy Scriptures, and of the 
Lord's day, and all other crimes and misdemeanors; all 
debauchery, profaneness, corruption, venality, all riotous 
and tumultuary proceedings, and all immoralities whatso- 
ever; and that they decently and reverently attend the 
publick worship of God, at all times acknowledging, with 
gratitude, his merciful interposition in their behalf, devoutly 
confiding in Him as the God of armies, by whose favour 
and protection alone they may hope for success in their 
present conflict. 

And all Judges, Justices, Sheriffs, Grand-Jurors, Tyth- 
ing-men, and all other civil officers within this Colony, are 
hereby strictly enjoined and commanded, that they contri- 
bute all in their power, by their advice, exertions and ex- 
amples, towards a general reformation of manners ; and that 
they bring to condign punishment every person who shall 
commit any of the crimes or misdemeanors aforesaid, or 
that shall be guilty of any immoralities whatsoever ; and 
that they use their utmost endeavours to have the re- 
solves of the Congress, and the good and wholesome laws 
of this Colony, duly carried into execution. 

And as the Ministers of the Gospel within this Colony, 
having, during the late relaxation of the powers of civil 



Government, exerted themselves for our safety, it is hereby 
recommended to them still to continue their virtuous la- 
bours for the good of the people, inculcating, by their publick 
ministry and private example, the necessity of religion, 
morality, and good order. 

In Council: Ordered, That the foregoing Proclamation' 
be read at the opening of every Superior Court of Judica- 
ture, &c., and Inferior Court of Common Pleas, and Court 
of General Sessions of the Peace, within this Colony, by 
their respective Clerks, and at the annual Town-Meetings, 
in March, in each town ; and, it is hereby recommended to 
the several Ministers of the Gospel, throughout this Colo- 
ny, to read the same in their respective assemblies, on the 
Lord's day next after their receiving it, immediately after 
Divine service. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
request of his Excellency General Washington, relative to 
raising one Regiment, to consist of seven hundred and 
twenty-eight men, including officers, agreeable to the Con- 
tinental establishment, to reinforce the Army in Canada, be 
forthwith complied with ; and that the said Regiment be 
inlisted from the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, 
to continue in the service of the United Colonies until the 
1st of January next, if required thereto; and that the 
Field-Officers be now appointed, by ballot, of one House 
of Assembly, and concurrence of the other; and, when 
chosen, the said officers be commissionated by the Coun- 
cil, and ordered on their service of recruiting without delay. 

In Council: Read, and concurred.. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Committee appointed for erecting a Powder-Mill for this 
Colony, be, and they hereby are directed, to cause the 
same to be built at Stoughton, without delay, and to exert 
themselves for executing this most important and necessary 
business, in preference to any other engagement which 
they may be at present under to this Court, and to cause 
the same to be constructed in such manner as shall appear 
to them most advantageous. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Mr. Story came up with a message from the honourable 
House, to know if the Board had concurred with a Resolve 
of the House, for raising a Regiment in the Counties of 
Hampshire and Berkshire. 

Mr. John Adams went down with a message to the 
House, to inform that the Board had concurred in said Re- 
solve. 

In the House of Representatives : The House proceeded, 
by ballot, to choose the Field-Officers for the Regiment to 
be raised in the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, to 
reinforce the Continental Army in Canada, agreeable to a 
Resolve of this day, and unanimously made choice of 
Elisha Porter, Esq., Colonel ; Thomas Williams, Esq., 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; and Mr. Abner Morgan, Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, January 20, 1776. 
Present in Council: Hon ourables William Sever, Walter Spooler, Ca. 
]eb Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cashing, Johi Whetcomb, 
Jedodiah Foster, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chaun- 
cy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, 
Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Iii the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Commissary-General be directed to inform his Excellency 
General Washington, that he has a number of Blankets by 
him, and is ready to deliver them, and such as shall come 
in to his order, for which he is to take a receipt. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Mr. Story came up with a message from the House, de- 
siring that his Excellency General Washington's Letter, 
relative to raising a Regiment to go to Canada, might be 
sent down. 

Mr. Spooner went down with the above Letter. 

In Council: Whereas, Benjamin Lincoln, John Taylor, 
and Benjamin White, Esquires, have received out of the 
publick Treasury, the sum of eight thousand Pounds one 
Shilling, and one Pound sixteen Shillings, of the Select- 
men of Hopkinton, for three blankets overpaid that town ; 
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The Committee, therefore, have examined the said Ac- 
counts, and find they were such only as had been examined, 
allowed, and passed upon by the Committee appointed by 
the honourable House, and concurred by the said Benja- 
min and others, the Committee of Council, that they were 
well vouched, and right cast, and have presented said Ac- 
counts with the vouchers, to be lodged in the Secretary's 
Office ; that the said Benjamin Lincoln, John Taylor, and 
Benjamin White, Esquires, have faithfully discharged the 
tru;t reposed in them, and find a balance of sixteen Pounds, 
nineteen Shillings and three-fourths of a Penny, due to them, 
which they have advanced for this Colony ; that the ex- 
amination of the said Accounts, by said Committee, was 
made the 18th instant, and does not include any payments 
made since that time; and that the order received on the 
19th instant, for three thousand Pounds, on the Treasurer, 
was not included in the above said sum of eight thousand 
Pounds. 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Benjamin Lincoln, 
John Taylor, and Benjamin White, Esquires, be, and they 
are hereby discharged from the sum of eight thousand 
Pounds, which they received out of the publick Treasury, 
and the sum of one Pound sixteen Shillings, received for 
Blankets ; also, that there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury, to Benjamin Lincoln, John Taylor, and 
Benjamin White, Esquires, the sum of sixteen Pounds, 
nineteen Shillings and three-fourths of a Penny, in full, for 
so much advanced in payment of Accounts for this Colony. 

In Council: Read, and accepted. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concur- 
red. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, twelve o'clock.* 

* Salem, January 19, 177C. — Mr. Adams : I had wrote yon several 
posts before my hearing you was returned. I should bo very glad if 
you and Mrs. Adams could take a turn this way before you return to 
Philadelphia again. 

I had lately a Bchooner arrived, with some powder, at Barnstable, 
rather better than three hundred pounds, which was disposed of there, 
as the people wanted it much. I understand that any person import. 
in£ powder shall be entitled to ship the value of it in fish, and to bring 
the produce thereof in powder. As such, I should bo glad to have a 
certificate from the proper persons authorized to give one. I want to 
ship the fish in a different bottom, whicli cannot make any odds, as both 
belong to me. I should be glad to have liberty for one hundred and 
eighty quintals of fish, being about the amount of the powder. The 
powder was imported in the schooner Sally, Ebenezer Nickerson, mas- 
ter, from St. Euslatius, and now want to ship the fish by the schooner 
Endeavour, Jesse Harding, for the West-Indies. 

Your assisting the bearer in procuring the above, will oblige your 
humble servant, Isaac Smith. 

To the Honourable John Adams, Esq., Watertown. 

Mr. Adams presents his compliments to Mr. Cushing, Mr. Palmer, 
Mr. Gerry, and the other gentlemen at Mr. HunVs, and begs the favour 
of them to assist the bearer in the business mentioned in the within 
letter. 

In Council, January 20, 1776 : Read, and Ordered, That Mr. Isaac 
Smith have liberty to export one hundred and fifty quintals of Fish to 
the West-Indies, being about the value of the Powder he lately import, 
ed into this Colony, he giving bond to the Committee of Inspection of 
the town from which he may export said Fish, that he will lay out the 
nett proceeds of the same in Powder, Saltpetre, or Sulphur, provided 
they are to be had at the ports lie may go to, and bring the same into 
some port in this Colony, Boston and Nantucket excepted. 

John Lowell, Deputy Secretary pro tern. 

Council-Chamber, Watertown, January 20, 1776 : Whereas, Isaac 
Smith, Esq., late of Boston, has imported into the town of Barnstable, 
within this Colony, in the schooner Sally, Ebenezer Nickerson, master, 
from St. Eustalius, a quantity of Powder : 

Ordered, Agreeable to a Resolution of the American Congress, of the 
15th of July last, that he bo, and hereby is permitted to export one 
hundred and fifty quintals of Fish to the West-Indies, (being about the 
value of said Powder,) in the schooner Endeavour, Jesse Harding, mas- 
ter, he, the said Isaac Smith, giving bond to the Committee of Inspec- 
tion for the town from which he may export the said Fish, that he will 
lay otit the nett proceeds of the same in Powder, Saltpetre, or Sulphur, 
provided they are to be had at the port to which said vessel may go, 
and import the same into any ports within this Colony, Boston and 
Nantucket excepted. WlLLIAM SeveRj Charles Cuauncy, 
Walter Spooner, Michael Farley, 
Caleb Cashing, Moses Gill, 
John Wintiirop, Jadez Fisher, 
Thomas Cushing, Benjamin White, 
Jedediah Foster, Samuel Holten, 
Eldad Taylor, John Whetcomb. 
Benjamin Lincoln, 

Watertown, January 20, 1776. — This may certify that Isaac Smith, 
Esquire, had a vessel, Ebenezer Nickerson, master, called the Sally, 
arrived at Barnstable, from St. Eustatia, with three hundred and fifty 
weight of gunpowder, which was landed there, as I am informed by 
letter. Your Honours' most humble servant, Joseph Otis. 

To the Co ancil of the Colony of the Massachusetts-Hay. 



Sabbath-Day, January 21, 1776. 
Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Walter Spooner, Ca- 
leb Cushing, John Winthrop, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, 
Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, 
Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin 
White, Esquires. 

Mr. Story came up with a message from the honourable 
House, to inform the Board that nothing was likely to come 
up from the House at this time, and desiring that when the 
Board adjourned, they would adjourn to four o'clock, this 
afternoon. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, this Court, 
at the request of his Excellency General Washington, have 
thought it necessary that a temporary reinforcement of the 
Army should be made with all possible despatch, and to 
effect the same, have proportioned among the several towns 
in this Colony such a number of men as they apprehend- 
ed each town ought to raise upon the present emergency, 
and have appointed a Committee out of each County to 
assist in raising the men, and forming them when raised, 
into companies, which Committee are as follows: 

For the County of Suffolk : Mr. Gould, Colonel Lovell, 
and Colonel Mcintosh. 

For the County of Essex: Mr. Phillips, Mr. Jcwett, 
Mr. Hopkins, and Major Cross. 

For the County of Middlesex : Colonel Spaulding. Mr. 
Brooks, Colonel Perry, Captain Sartle, and Mr. Bryant. 

For the County of Plymouth: Captain Cushing, Colo- 
nel Cushing, and Captain White of Middleborougfi. 

For the County of Barnstable : Colonel Otis and Colonel 
Cobb. 

For the County of Bristol: Captain Hodges, Mr. Stark- 
wether, and Doctor Baylies. 

For the County of Worcester: Captain Parker, Mr. 
Fessenden, Mr. Allen, Mr. Rice, and Colonel Hill. 

For the County of York: Colonel Sawyer, Mr. Sulli- 
van, and Major Gooding. 

For the County of Cumberland : Mr. Fabyan and Cap- 
tain Cutter. 

For the County of Lincoln : Captain Howard, and Col- 
onel Jones. 

Therefore, Resolved, That the persons aforenamed, for 
each of the several Counties aforesaid, be, and they hereby 
are directed to use their utmost endeavours with the Com- 
mittees of Correspondence and Safety, and the Selectmen 
of each town, to have the several proportions of men affixed 
to each town in their several Counties, raised with all pos- 
sible expedition ; and when raised, to form them into Com- 
panies of ninety men each, including officers, and as soon 
as each Company have chosen their several officers, that they 
cause them to march forthwith to the camp at Cambridge 
or Roxbury, as his Excellency General Washington shall 
direct. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, it is or very 
great importance to our brethren, the Inhabitants of Canada, 
and to the Inhabitants of the United Colonics, especially to 
the western and northern Counties thereof, that the advan- 
tages gained under the smiles of Providence by the Ame- 
rican Army, during the year last past, over the Ministerial 
Forces in Canada should be maintained, and the remainder 
of them there effectually subdued, as well as the rights and 
liberties of our brethren in that Colony secured : And 
whereas, his Excellency General Washington, has applied 
to each of the Colonies of Connecticut, New- Hampshire, 
and Massachusetts- Bay, severally, to furnish a Regiment, 
consisting of seven hundred and twenty-eight men, inclu- 
ding officers, to be raised with all possible despatch, on the 
American establishment, and to serve the United Colonies 
until the 1st day of January next, if required thereto: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That a Regiment, consisting of 
seven hundred and twenty-eight men, be raised for the pur- 
pose aforesaid, in the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, 
and to be under the command of Elisha Porter, Esquire, 
as Colonel ; Thomas Williams, Esquire, as Lieutenant-Col- 
onel, and Abner Morgan, Esquire, as Major; who have 
been unanimously chosen by the General Court of this 
Colony to those offices, respectively; and that the com- 
manding officer of each Company of Militia, in the towns 
of the said Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, here- 
af er-mentioned, chosen agreeable to the direction of the 
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Provincial Congress, be, and hereby is directed to cause his" 
Company, without delay, to he mustered ; and, that out of 
the Company or Companies in such town, they cause to be 
voluntarily inlisted the number of effective men herein 
affixed to each town, respectively, to serve the United 
Colonies, on the Continental establishment, and under 
their Generals, until the 1st day of January next, if the 
service shall require it ; and that each officer and soldier 
shall be allowed and paid for their service, respectively, 
the same sum, by the calendar months, as is allowed to 
other officers and soldiers in the establishment aforesaid ; 
the time of service to be computed from the time of his 
inlistinent, or entering the same, to the time of his discharge, 
and allowing sufficient time for his return home, that is to 
say, accounting one day for every twenty miles' march ; also, 
one Penny per mile to compensate his expenses on his march 
to and from the camp, for so many miles as he shall bear 
his travelling expenses in the march aforesaid ; and each 
non-commissioned officer and soldier shall be allowed a 
Blanket, or twelve Shillings to pay for the same, if he finds 
it himself. 

And whereas, the season is severe, and the service both 
important and necessary, 

It is further Resolved, As a further encouragement to 
such non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers as shall ap- 
pear to inlist for the succour of their brethren in Canada, 
and for the defence and support of the just cause of Ame- 
rica on this occasion, that, in addition to one month's advance 
wages to be paid them by his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, there shall be paid them, also, out of the publick 
Treasury of this Colony, one other month's advance wages 
upon their passing muster, by a Mustermaster to be appoint- 
ed by his Excellency ,"in full confidence that the justice of 
the Congress will order the same to be reimbursed ; and 
the Treasurer is hereby ordered to pay the sum of thirteen 
hundred and ninety-eight Pounds eight Shillings, to Colonel 
Porter for that purpose, he to be accountable to this Court 
for the same. And the Selectmen and Committees of Cor- 
respondence and Safety of each of said towns, are request- 
ed, without fail, to afford their immediate assistance fully 
to effect this business with the utmost despatch, as they re- 
gard their country's and their own safety and welfare. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Captains, Subal- 
terns, and non-Commisioned Officers of the several Com- 
panies, shall be chosen by the Companies, respectively, 
from those inlisted, or others, and commissioned by the 
Council, and that the Committee appointed by this Court, 
in conjunction with the Field-Officers aforesaid, distribute 
the men inlisted as aforesaid into Companies. 

The Form of the Inlistmcnt. 

We, the subscribers, do hereby severally inlist ourselves 
into the service of the United American Colonies, until the 
1st day of January next, if the said service should require 
it. And each of us do engage to furnish and carry with us 
into the service aforesaid a good effective fire-arm and blan- 
ket, also, a good bayonet, cartridge-pouch, and a hatchet 
or tomahawk, or cutting sword, if possible ; and we seve- 
rally consent to be formed by such person, or persons, as 
the General Court shall appoint into a Company of ninety 
men, including one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, 
four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drum, and one Fife, 
to be elected by the Company, and commissionated by the 
Council, and, when formed, we engage to march to Canada 
with the utmost expedition, and to be under such Field- 
Officers as the General Court have appointed, or shall ap- 
point ; and we further agree, during the time aforesaid, to 
be subject to such Generals, or superior officers, as are or 
shall be appointed, and to be under such regulations in 
every respect, as are provided for the aforesaid. 

Dated this of A. D. 1776. 

County of Berkshire. 



Richmond, 


. 


- 13 


Williamston, - - 


- 14 


Lenox, 


- 


- 13 


East-Hoosick, 


- 9 


Becket, - - 


- 


- 9 


Louden, - - - 


- 5 


County of 


Hampshire. 




Springfield, - 


_ 


- 19 


South-Brimfield, - 


- 10 


Wilbraham, - 


- 


- 11 


Mensen, - - - 


- 8 


West-Springfield 


3 


- 21 


Pelham, - - - 


- 12 


North-Hampton, 




- 23 


Greenwich, - - 


- 9 


South-Hampton, 


i ~ 


- 9 


Blanford, - - - 


- 10 


Westfield, - - 


- 


- 18 


Leverett, - - - 


- 5 


Southwick, 


- 


- 9 


Palmer, - - - 


- 11 


Hadley, - - 


- 


- 10 


Granville, - - 


- 13 


South-Hadley, 


- 


- 9 


New-Salem, - - 


- 12 


Amherst, - - 


- 


- 14 


Belchertown, - - 


- 12 


Granby, - - 


- 


- 7 


Colerain, - - - 


- 10 


Hatfield, - - 


. 


- 10 


Ware, - - - - 


- 7 


W hately, - - 


- 


- 6 


Warwick, - - - 


- 6 


Williamsburgh, 


- 


- 7 


Bernardston, - - 


- 9 


Deerfield, - - 


- 


- 13 


Murrayfield, - - 


- 6 


Greenfield, 


- 


- 11 


Charlemont, - 


- 7 


Shelburne, 


- 


- 10 


Ashfield, - - - 


- 8 


Conway, - 


- 


- 12 


Worthington, - - 


- 8 


Sunderland, - 


- 


- 7 


Shutesbury, - - 


- 9 


Montague, 


- 


- 9 


Ludlow, - - - 


- 5 


Northfield, - 


. 


- 10 


Norwich, - - - 


- 4 


Brimfield, - 


- 


- 13 


Chesterfield, - - 


- 12 


In Council: Read, 


and concurred. 





Sheffield, - - - 


- 24 


Hopeland.and Glass- 




Sandisfield, ' - - 


- 11 


works, .... 


9 


New-Marlborough, 


- 16 


Pittsfield, - - - - 


21 


Egremont, - - 


- 11 


Hartwood, - - - 


8 


Great-Barrington, 


- 15 


Lanesborough, - - 


19 


Alford, - - - 


- 7 


Partridgefield, 


8 


Tyringham, - - 


- 13 


Gageborough, - - 


8 


Stockbridge, - - 


- 12 


Jericho, - - - - 


8 


West-Stockbridge, 


- 7 


New-Providence, 


10 



Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



Monday, January 22, 177G. 

Present in Council: Honourables William Sever, Walter Spooner, Ca. 
leb Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, John Whetcomb, 
Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, 
Charles Channcy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, 
Jubez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

In, the House of Representatives : Whereas, it is of great 
importance that the Regiment to be raised by this Colony 
to serve the United Colonics in Canada, should be inlisted 
and marched with the utmost despatch, and the appoint- 
ment of the Staff-Officers by this Court, and making com- 
missions to Captains and Subalterns for said Regiment by 
the Council, may occasion delay : 

Resolved, That the Field -Officers of the Regiment, to- 
gether with Major Pynchon, Major Ely, Colonel Field, 
Mr. Dickerson, Major Bliss, Colonel How, Doctor Whi- 
ting, Captain Goodrich, and Major Smith, or the major 
part of them, be, and they are hereby appointed a Com- 
mittee to appoint a Quartermaster, an Adjutant, a Chap- 
lain, Surgeon, and Surgeon's Mate, for said Regiment, and 
the honourable Board are hereby empowered to deliver to 
said Committee five blank warrants for the said Staff: 
Officers ; also, a sufficient number of blank commissions 
for the Captains and Subalterns aforesaid, signed ; and the 
said Committee are directed to fill up the said blank com- 
missions with the names of such commissioned officers as 
the Companies shall respectively choose. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

An engrossed Bill, entitled, "An Act for regulating the 
Militia of this Colony," having passed the House of Re- 
presentatives, to be enacted, 

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be enacted. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, this Court, 
at the request of his Excellency General Washington, have 
orderecT that a Regiment should be raised in the Counties 
of Hampshire and Berkshire, to reinforce the Army in Ca- 
nada, with all possible despatch ; and, to effect the same, 
have proportioned among the several towns in those Coun- 
ties such a number of men as they apprehend each town 
ought to raise, and have appointed a Committee out of each 
County to assist in raising the men, and forming them, 
when raised, into Companies, viz: Major Pynchon, Major 
Ely, Colonel Field, Mr. Dickerson, Major Bliss, and Col- 
onel How, for the County of Hampshire ; and Doctor Whi- 
ting, Captain Goodrich, and Major Smith, for the County 
of Berkshire : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Committee be, and 
they hereby are directed, to use their utmost endeavours 
with the Field-Officers of the Regiment to be raised as 
aforesaid, and the Committees of Correspondence and 
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Safety, and the Selectmen of each town, within their re- 
spective Counties, to have the several proportions of men 
affixed to each town, therein raised with all possible expe- 
dition, and, when raised, to form them into Companies of 
ninety men each, including officers, and, as soon as each 
Company has chosen their several officers, that they cause 
them to march forthwith into Canada. 
In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, a certain 
Act, entitled, "An Act for establishing and regulating the 
Fees of the several Officers within this Province, here- 
after mentioned," made and passed at the Session of the 
Great and General Court of this Colony begun and held 
at Boston, in the County of Suffolk, upon Wednesday, 
the 6th day of January, 1773, expired on the last day of 
October last, and, at present, there is no act or law of this 
Colony now in force for establishing and regulating the 
fees of the several officers in the said Act mentioned, ex- 
cepting a certain Act made and passed in the fourth year of 
the reign of William and Mary, King and Queen, entitled, 
"An Act for regulating Fees," which last mentioned Act 
has, by divers temporary acts, from time to time been su- 
perseded and suspended as unsalutary, and the fees thereby 
settled and established appear to he, in many instances, ex- 
travagant and unreasonable : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That henceforward, until the 
further order of the General Court, it shall be lawful for all 
Officers named and mentioned in the Act first above-men- 
tioned, to take and receive for the several services therein 
specified, such, and no higher Fees, than the Fees or sums 
of money specified in the first-mentioned Act, and be sub- 
ject to the pains and penalties there provided for offences 
against the same. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of James Curtis, of Brunswick, setting forth : 
"that he raised a Company of fifty men, and was ordered 
by Colonel Phinney to march them to Head-Quarters, 
where we arrived the 30th day of July, and, on the 9th 
day of August, received orders from the honourable Coun- 
cil to return to Deer-Island, in the County of Lincoln, 
under the command of Colonel James Cargill. Your pe- 
titioner would further set forth, that he has made up his 
muster-rolls upon the establishment, until he received or- 
ders, and, also, his rolls, from said 9th of August, upon the 
sea-coast, and has been at great cost and charge therein, 
and still at great charge, and the honourable Committee 
refuses to pass said rolls, by reason they are not made up 
to and from the Jst day of August, and, also, refuses to 
allow the men their coats and blankets, according to esta- 
blishment they inlisted in, when they marched to Head- 
Quarters without your Honours' approbation. Your peti- 
tioner prays your Honours would allow them the same as 
others that inlisted upon the establishment." 

The Committee chosen to take into consideration the 
Petition of Captain James Curtis, beg leave to report, as 
their opinion, that said Curtis have leave to make up his 
Muster Roll, from the time the men inlisted to the 9th day 
of August, but cannot find that they are entitled to any 
Coats or Blankets. 

In the House of Representatiees : Read, and accepted, 
and Resolved, That the Committee on Muster-Rolls be 
directed to pass upon said Curtis's Roll, when made up 
agreeable to the above Report, on the establishment of the 
Army. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Treasurer be directed to pay the two thousand Pounds 
which the Court have this day resolved to lend Joseph 
Trumbull, Esq., Commissary-General of the Continental 
Army, in Continental Bills, if the said Trumbull shall de- 
sire it. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.* 

* Council-Chamber, January 22, 1776.— Gentlemen : Your instruc- 
tions to Mr. Wigglesworih and Mr. Hodge, requesting them to pursue 
William Miller and Margaret Grozart, were laid before this Board, with 
the letters which were taken with them. 

The Board fully approve of the vigilance of your Committee, and are 
of opinion that the escape of those persons, especially Miller, might be 
dangerous to the country, and to your town in particular. We have, 
therefore, directed that they return to Neujburyport, and bj under the 
care and inspection of your Committee, and, unless William Miller shall 



Tuesday, January 23, 177C. 

Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Wal ter S pooner, 
Caleb Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas CushTng, "John Whetcomb, 
Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, 
Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, 
Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

The Committee appointed by both Houses to consider 
the propriety of commissionating such Captains and Lieu- 
tenants as marched and joined the Continental Army from 
the Militia, with full Companies, in pursuance with the Re- 
solve of the General Court, on the 1st day of December 
last, have attended their duty, and are of opinion, that the 
commissionating all the Captains and Lieutenants in the 
order in which they were chosen by their respective com- 
panies, as they marched into the camp, is what said officers 
expected, and, "as (hey have done the duty, sustained the 
office, and expect the pay due to them by the establish- 
ment of the Continental Army, your Committee conclude 
they ought to be commissionated ; therefore, beg leave to 
report a resolve for that purpose : 

Resolved, That all the Captain$ and Lieutenants march- 
ed into the camp, as a temporary reinforcement to the Con- 
tinental Army, by order of this Court of the first of last 
month, be now commissionated by the Council, agreeable 
to the several ranks, and in the order in which they were 
chosen by their respective Companies, any thing in a Re- 
solve of this Court, of the 13th instant, to the contrary 
notwithstanding ; and that said commissions bear date the 
10th of last month, the day on which most of them arrived 
in the camp. 

In Council: Read, and accepted. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred.. 

Petition of Joseph Deane, setting forth : " that he has, for 
several years past, used the Surinam trade ; in consequence, 
a very considerable part of his interest, to the amount of 
five hundred pounds, now remains in the hands of the 
merchants in that place, the time limited for the pay- 
ment of which has already expired. Your petitioner begs 
leave further to represent to the honourable Court, that he 
last spring purchased a bill of exchange, to the amount, 
of five hundred pounds more, drawn by a Dutch merchant 
there on his correspondent in Amsterdam, which bill has 
since come back protested to your petitioner, both of \vhi«h 
sums must be infallibly lost to your memorialist in case of 
failure of any of his debtors (which, at this day, is not im- 
probable.) He, therefore, prays your Honours to grant him 
liberty to sail from this Colony to Surinam in a brigan- 
line which he now has by him, and lying totally useless, in 
order to secure the aforesaid sums. He means not, nor does 
he wish to contravene the Resolves of the American Con- 
gress, or the regulations made by this Colony. He, there- 
lore, only asks permission to carry empty molasses casks 
enough to bring home the proceeds of his said debt in the 
produce of Surinam, and the rest ballast. He intends, if 
by any means can be obtained, to purchase a cargo of pow- 
der ; but as this is a matter altogether uncertain, and as mo- 
lasses casks cannot be procured in Surinam, he prays your 
Honours to grant him the permission above prayed for. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and commit- 
ted to the Committee appointed the 15th current, to con- 
sider the subject-matter of Thomas .RusseZ/'s Petition, 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

The Committee of both Houses on the above Petition, 
have attended that service, and having considered the same, 
report the following Resolve : 

Resolved, That Joseph Deane be allowed to send theBri- 
gantine in his Petition mentioned, to the foreign West-In- 
dies, in order to collect any moneys which may be due to 
him there, he giving bonds with sufficient sureties in the sum 
of one thousand Pounds to the Treasurer of this Colony, that 
he will not export in said brigantine any cash or produce 
of the Colonies. And it is recommended to the said Joseph 
Deane, to purchase and return here Arms, Ammunition, or 
any species of Military Stores enumerated in a late Reso- 
lution of the Congress, if they are to be obtained. 

give such sacurity as you may think safe for tho publick, as, also, for 
your town, that he will not depart tho town of Newburyport. unless by 
leave of this Board, and that ha will not hold any correspondence with 
the enemies of American liberty, you are further empowered to com- 
mit him to close confinement, until the further order of this Board. 

In tho name, and by order of the Council : W. Sevek. 

To the Committee of Safety of Newbury port, 
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In Council: Read, and accepted. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

Petition of Thomas Russell, late of Charlestoivn, setting 
forth : " that he has now due to him considerable sums of 
money from the foreign West-India Islands, for the recovery 
of which he conceives there are no possible means, if the 
intercourse between them and us is totally stopped. That 
your petitioner is also possessed of a small schooner, of 
which Matthew Groves is master, now in the harbour of 
Salem, the inactivity of which, if a total stagnation of trade 
takes place, your Honours are doubtless sensible must prove 
a dead loss. 

'•That your petitioner proposes by no means to export the 
produce of this Province to the foreign West-Indies, but to 
sail in ballast, and make a return with the commodities of 
said foreign Islands ; wherefore, and considering the ama- 
zing scarcity, and consequently high price of West-India, 
commodities, your petitioner prays that the said schooner 
may be permitted to perform said voyage." 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Speaker, Mr. Hopkins, and Colonel Sawyer, with such as 
the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to con- 
sider at large the subject-matter of the within Petition, and 
report. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and William Sever 
and John Winthrop, Esquires, are joined. 

The Committee of both Houses on the Petition of Tho- 
mas Russell, have attended that service, and having con- 
sidered the same, report the following: 

Resolved, That Thomas Russell be allowed to send the 
schooner, of which Matthew Groves is master, to the foreign 
West-Indies, in order to collect any moneys which may 
be due to him there, he giving bonds, with sufficient sure- 
ties, in the sum of one thousand Pounds, to the Treasurer of 
this Colony, that he will not export in said schooner any 
cash or produce of the Colonies. And it is hereby re- 
commended to the said Thomas Russell, to direct the mas- 
ter of said vessel to purchase Arms, Ammunition, or any 
kind of Military Stores enumerated in a late Resolution of 
the Congress, if they are to be obtained. 

In Council: Read, and accepted. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, tomorrow morning. 

? *-~ 

Wednesday, January 2t, 1776. 
Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Walter Spooner, 
Caleb Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, John Adarns, John 
Whetcomb, Jedcdiah Foster, James Preseott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin 
Lincoln, Charles Chauney, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel 
Holten, Jaboz Fisher, Mosss Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Es. 
quires. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, there are 
two Companies, of seventy-five men each, raised and sta- 
tioned at the Elizabeth-Islands, by a former Resolve of 
this Court, and it being apprehended that one of those 
Companies will be sufficient to guard those Islands till the 
first day of April next, and as it is of importance to rein- 
force the Continental Army before Boston, with the great- 
est expedition, 

Therefore, it is Resolved, That the Committee for raising" 
men, in the County of Barnstable, be directed to include 
in the proportion of" men to be raised in that County, one 
company of said men stationed at the Elizabeth- Islands 
aforesaid, in case they will inlist ; and all such officers and 
soldiers of them, who shall inlist and engage in the service 
of the Continental Army, till the said first day of April, 
shall receive the same allowance for travelling to and from 
the camp, as also the same wages as others raised for the 
purpose of reinforcing the said Continental Army, and shall 
be released from their service at the said Elizabeth-Islands 
till the first day of April next, and then shall return to that 
service and establishment again ; and if one set of officers 
shall inlist one company of seventy-five men of said compa- 
nies, stationed at said Islands, they shall, in that case, be the 
officers of that company, and may fill up, by inlistment, the 
remainder of the company, to make up ninety men in the 
whole, including officers, and the whole of said company 
shall then proceed to the choice of an Ensign, to serve till 
the first day of April. 

And whereas, Barachiah Bassett, Esq., was appointed 
by this Court as a Major, to command the forces stationed 



at the Islands aforesaid, at Martha's Vineyard, and his at- 
tention to said service, till the first of April next, being 
thought unnecessary, and the said Bassett being chosen as 
a Lieutenant-Colonel by this Court, for the regiment to be 
raised in the Counties of Plymouth and Barnstable, to re- 
inforce the Continental Army till the said first day of 
April, 

Therefore, it is further Resolved, That the said Bara- 
chiah Bassett, Esq., be released from his service at said 
Island, until the first day of April, and then return to said 
station and establishment. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, in Con- 
tinental Bills, to the Honourable John Hancock, Samuel 
Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, and Elbridge 
Gerry, Esquires, Delegates from this Colony in Continen- 
tal Congress, the sum of one hundred and thirty Pounds 
each, to enable the said gentlemen to defray their expenses 
and support the dignity of their office, they to be account- 
able to the General Court for the same. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, January 25, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Walter Spooner, Ca. 
leb Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, John Whetcomb, 
Jedediah Foster, James Preseott, Eldad Taylor, Charles Chauney, 
Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, 
Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

J/i the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Receiver-General have liberty lo pay the fifty thousand 
Pounds which this Court have offered to lend his Excel- 
lency General Washington, either in Continental Bills or 
other money. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to Doc- 
tor Samuel Langdon, President of Harvard College, the 
sum of one hundred Pounds, in full for the balance of his 
services for one year, ending 14th of October, 1775. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to Ma- 
jor Joseph Hawley, the sum of three hundred and twelve 
Pounds sixteen Shillings, to be delivered to Colonel Elisha 
Porter, Esquire, to be by him paid to such of his soldiers 
as shall provide themselves with a blanket. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In Council: Resolved, That all Fire- Arms and Car- 
tridge-boxes belonging to this Colony, or to any town with- 
in the same, and which are or shall be in the hands of any 
officer or soldier belonging to this Government, shall, when 
such officer or soldier is discharged the service, be lodged 
either with the Commissary-General of this Colony, or with 
the Quartermaster-General, his Deputies, or the Ordnance 
Storekeeper of the Continental Army, who shall give his 
receipt for the same, taking care particularly to mention 
whether they belong to the Colony, or any particular town 
in the Colony, and if to any town, to what town and in 
what County ; which receipt the Receiver-General is here- 
by directed to annex to the roll of the company to which 
such officer or soldier belongs, and pay all such stoppages 
as shall have been made for the same, without any special 
warrant from the Council therefor ; and the Treasurer is 
also hereby directed, upon his receiving any receipt of the 
Quartermaster-General, his Deputies, or the Ordnance 
Storekeeper of the Continental Army, for any arm, or arms, 
cartridge-box or boxes, which have been delivered him by 
any officer or soldier belonging to this Government, to 
charge the Continent with the arms and cartridge-boxes so 
delivered. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

In Council : Whereas, upon inquiry, it doth not appear 
that many of the Inhabitants of the Island of Martha's 
Vineyard, ever had a disposition to supply the enemy with 
Provisions, and it doth not appear by the Resolve of the 
9th of December last, that they were suspected of corruptly 
doing the same ; and such measures having been taken as 
(in all probability) will prevent the enemy from being sup- 
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plied from that Island, and the Inhabitants thereof must 
suffer while under the aforementioned restraint, 

Therefore, Resolved, That the order of this Court, of 
the 9th of December last, so far as it respects Martha's 
Vineyard only, be, and hereby is, annulled, and that this 
Resolve be printed in the Cambridge and Watertown Pa- 
pers. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

The Memorial of the Selectmen of the Town of Sher- 
burne, on the Island of Nantucket, at the request of a num- 
ber of the Inhabitants, humbly sheweth : " that your memo- 
rialists are deeply concerned to find that there is a resolve 
of the General Assembly of this Colony, forbidding any 
importation of fuel or provisions into this town ; and that it 
is recommended to the United Colonies to afford no fur- 
ther supplies, by reason, as we apprehend, of some misre- 
presentation being made of our past conduct. 

" Your memorialists beg leave further to represent, that 
such restraint will, in its operation, in a very short time, 
subject the inhabitants to extreme distress, as there is al- 
ready great complaint for want of fuel and other necessa- 
ries. Numbers of families begin to feel the pressing calls 
of hunger and want ; therefore, your memorialists beg your 
attention to a resolve of the Continental Congress of the 
11 th of December last, founded in humanity, as they say, 
pointing out the necessity of said town's being further sup- 
plied through a Committee of this Colony. Your memo- 
rialists, therefore, humbly request, that said restraint re- 
commended to the other Colonies, may be recalled, or 
otherwise, as your Honours shall think proper. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and committed 
to Colonel Freeman, Mr. Brown, of Boston, and Mr. Da- 
vis, of Barnstable, with such as the honourable Board may 
join, and the Committee are directed to report what is 
proper to be done. 

In Council : Read, and concurred, and John Winihiop 
and Charles Chauncy, Esquires, are joined. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, there has 
no establishment been made for the General Officers ap- 
pointed by the Congress of this Colony, for their service 
in the Massachusetts Army, from the time they entered 
into said service, until they were put into the pay of the 
Continent, or were otherwise discharged: 

Therefore, Resolved, That there be allowed, and paid 
out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to the General 
Officers appointed by the Congress of this Colony for their 
services in the Massachusetts Army, from the time they 
entered into said service, until they were put into the pay 
of the Continent, or were otherwise discharged at the seve- 
ral rales following, viz: The Honourable General Ward, 
who served this Colony as Commander-in-chief, twenty- 
one Pounds per month; To General Thomas, who served 
this Colony as Lieutenant-General, eighteen Pounds per 
month; and to Generals Whitcomb, Heath, Fnjc, and Po- 
meroy, sixteen Pounds per month — each accounting twen- 
ty-eight days to a month ; and, they are hereby respectively 
desired to make up their Accounts accordingly, and lodge 
them with the Secretary of this Colony, for examination 
and allowance of the Committee on the Muster-Rolls of 
the Army. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday, January 2C, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourablcs William Sever, Caleb dishing, 
John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, 
James Proscott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, 
Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Mo- 
ses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Captain Batchelder came up with a message from the 
House to inform the Board, that the House had assigned this 
day, at twelve o'clock, to come to the choice of Guardians 
for the Hassanimisco Tribe of Indians, at Grafton, if agree- 
able to the honourable Board. 

Jabez Fisher, Esq., went down with a message to the 
House, to inform them that the Board agreed to the fore- 
going proposal of the honourable House. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, this Court 
observe, that in consistency with the letter of the purview 
of their Resolve of the 19th December last, relative to the 
compensating the loss of Arms, Accoutrements and Cloth- 



ing, sustained by certain persons who engaged the Ministe- 
rial forces, on the 19th of April and 17th of June last past; 
accounts of losses may be exhibited to the Committee of 
this Court from officers and privates, not so much as raised 
by this Colony, and others may make a claim of compensa- 
tion for losses, which losses were not caused by their being 
actually engaged in fight with the Ministerial troops on the 
days aforesaid, or either of them, which is evidently diverse, 
and without the true intent and design of the Court at the 
time of their passing the said Resolve, as appears from the 
preamble thereof, as well as the justice and reason of the 
case. 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the aforesaid Resolve of 
the 19th December last ought not to be taken or construed to 
extend to any Commissioned, non-Commissioned Officers 
or Privates, who, on the said 19th day of April 'or 17th of 
June, or either of them, were not on the establishment of 
this Colony, or to losses which were not caused by such 
persons having been actually engaged in battle against the 
Ministerial troops on the said days, or either of them, 
and no Committee or Committees of this Court, or either 
House appointed to consider of the claims of persons for 
compensation of losses, in consequence of the said Resolve 
of the 19th December, ought to allow, or report in favour 
of an allowance of any such claim, without satisfactory evi- 
dence that the person, or persons, making such claim wa3 
on the establishment of this Colony, and that he was actu- 
ally engaged in fight with the said Ministerial troops. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In Council: Ordered, That Jedediah Foster and Mi- 
chael Farley, Esquires, be a Committee on the part of the 
Board to count and sort the votes for Guardians to the 
Hassanimisco Tribe of Indians, at Grafton ; who reported 
that the number of votes were : 

On the part of the Board,- ----- 9 

On the part of the House, ----- 55 

Total, 64 

Thirty-three made a vote; and that Edward Rawson, 
Esquire, had 64, Stephen Maynard had 48, Deacon Hall 
had 45, and were accordingly chosen. 

The Committee appointed to arrange the Militia through 
the Colony reported : 

That there be four Regiments formed in the County of 
Plymouth, in the manner following, viz : 

First Regiment: Plymouth, Plympton, Halifax, King- 
ston, Duxborough. 

Second Regiment: Scituate, Marshfield, Hanover, 
Pembroke. 

Third Regiment : Bridgewater, Abington. 

Fourth Regiment: Middleborough, Rochester, Ware- 
ham. 

That there be eight Regiments formed in the County 
of Worcester, in the manner following, viz: 

First Regiment : Worcester, Leicester, Holden, Spen- 
cer, Paxton. 

Second Regiment : Lancaster, Harvard, Bolton, Prince- 
ton. 

Third Regiment: Mendon, Uxbridge, Northbridge, 
Upton, Douglass. 

Fourth Regiment : Brookfield, Western, New- Br ain- 
- tree, Hardwick, Oakham. 

Fifth Regiment: Sutton, Oxford, Sturbridge, Charl- 
ton, Dudley. 

Sixth Regiment : Southborough, Weslborough, Shrews- 
bury, Northborough, Grafton. 

Seventh Regiment: Rutland, Petersham, Hutchinson, 
Athol, Templeton, Winchendon, Royalston, Hubbardson. 

Eighth Regiment : Lunenburgh, Leominster, Westmin- 
ster, Fitchburgh, Ashbumham, including the adjacent lands 
lying north of Princeton. 

That there be six Regiments in the County of Hamp- 
shire, three on the West side of the Great-River, and three 
on the East side, in manner following, viz: 

South Regiment, on the East side of the river: Spring- 
field, Wilbraham, Brimfield, South-Brimfeld, Palmer, 
Motison, Ludlow. 

South Regiment, on the West side of the river: West- 
Springfield, Westfidd, Soulhwick, Granville, Blanford, 
Murrayfield. 
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Middle Regiment, on the West side of the river : North- 
ampton, Hatfield, Whately, Willi amsburgh, Chesterfield, 
(with the Gore,) Southampton, Worthingion, Norivich, 
Number-Fine. 

Middle Regiment, on the East side of the river : Hadhij, 
South- Hadlcy, Granby, Belchertown, Ware, Greenwich, 
Pelham, Amherst. 

North Regiment, on the East side of the river: North- 
Jield, Sunderland, Leverett, Shutesbury, Neio-Salem, Er- 
vingshire, Montague, Warwick. 

North Regiment, on the West side of the river: Deer- 
field, Greenfield, Charlemont and Ward's Grants, Merry- 
Jicld, Colerain, Barnardstown, Shelburne, Conway, Ash- 
field , Hatfield Equivalent, Number-Seven, N. Town. 

Which divisions were read, and accepted. 

In Council : Whereas, by a Resolve of the General Court 
of the 25th instant, the Receiver-General is directed to pay 
out such sums as are ordered to be stopped on the pay-rolls, 
for supplies of arms and cartridge-boxes to the officers and 
soldiers, made by any town in this Colony, without a spe- 
cial warrant from the Council therefor; which Resolve does 
not extend to such supplies made by the officers to the 
men borne on their respective rolls: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and 
he hereby is directed to pay out the Stoppages made by th<» 
Officers for Arms and Cartridge-Boxes, by them supplied, 
in the same manner as for those supplied by the towns. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That . . . 

be a Committee to examine the Accounts of 

this Court for fixing out Armed Vessels, and the Resolves 
of the American Congress relative to the capture of Vessels. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and William Sever 
and Thomas Cushing, Esquires, are joined. 

The Committee appointed to arrange the Militia, re- 
ported that there he two Regiments formed in the County 
of Berkshire, in manner following, v'rz: 

South Regiment : Sheffield, G rent-Barrington, Egre- 
mont, New- Marlborough, Sandcrsfield, Tyringham, Al- 
ford, Lowden. 

North Regiment : Stockbridge, West-Stockbridge, The 
Glassworks, Lenox, Richmond, Pittsfield, Lanesborough, 
Jericho, Bccket, Hartwood, Partridgefield, Gageborough, 
New- Providence, New-Ashford, Williamstown, East-Hoo- 
sick. 

That there be six Regiments formed in the County of 
Lincoln, in the manner following, to wit: 

First Regiment: Georgetown, Wuohvich, Topsham, 
Bowdoinham, and the South Company in the East Pre- 
cinct of the Town of Pownalborough. 

Second Regiment : North Company in the East Pre- 
cinct of Pownalborough, the Company in the West Pre- 
cinct in said town, the Plantation called Baihtown as far 
East as Dyer's River, the Plantation called Gardnerstown, 
Hallowcll, Winthrop, Vassalborough, Winsloxc, with the 
adjacent Settlement on Kcnnebeck-River. 

Third Regiment: Booth-Bay, Edgecomb, Newcastle, 
Bristol, Plantation called Walpole, and adjacent Settle- 
ments on the Damascotta-Pond. 

Fourth Regiment: Waldoborough, Plantation called St. 
George's and Mcduncook, Camden, Belfast, with all the 
Settlements on the western side of Penobscot- River. 

Fifth Regiment : All the Settlements lying between 
Pcnobscot-River and Union-River. 

Sixth Regiment : All the Settlements between the river 
called the Union and St. Croix. 

Which divisions were read, and accepted. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to morrow morning.* 

*To the Committee of Safety of the. To;oit of Newbi'ryi'ort, Giielimr: 
You are hereby requested to take into your custody and safekeeping, 
William Erwin, Henri/ Wilkinson, mariners, John Gopely, rope-makrx, 
John Wilson, nailer, Joseph Lvshley, mariner, James Keiidel, weaver, 
John McMaine, carpenter, and Roherl Hute, cook, lately taken prison, 
cr? in the ship Jenny, and brought into Gloucester, and to put them to 
Ruch employment an you shall find them, individually, hest qualified for ; 
and if, by their conduct or conversation you may think it most condu. 
civc to the pnblick safely that they bo confined in jail, or otherwise, you 
ure hereby authorized and empowered to ciuse them, or any of them, 
to bo apprehended and put into close confinement, until the further or. 
(ler of the major part of the Council. 

In the name, and by order of the Council : William Sever. 

Council-Chamber, January 26, 177G. 

Fourth Series. — Vol,, it. 91 



Saturday, January 27, 1776.. 

Present in Council : flonourables William Sever, Caleb Cushing, John 
Winthrop, Thomas dishing, John Whotcomb, Jedediah Foster, 
James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, 
Michael Farley, Joseph' P.ilmer, Sainuerilolten, Jabcz Fisher, Moses 
Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, Monday morning. 

Monday, January 29, 1776. 

Present in Council : Ilonournbles Wiliiam Sever, Caleb dishing, John 
Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, John Whctcomb, Jedediah Foster, James 
Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Mi- 
chael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jahez Fisher, Moses 
Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Letter from John Dickinson, one of the Committee of 
Correspondence for the Town of Hatfield, relative to the 
conduct of E/isha Kllis, Jun. 

In Council: Read, and sent down. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and committed 
to Mr. Cooper and Colonel Thompson, with such as the 
honourable Board may join. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Colonel Foster 
is joined. 

Petition of John Underwood, (Blank.) 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, this Court 
on the 5th day of January current, passed a Resolve em- 
powering Mr. Putnam, Mr. Crane, and Mr. Vose, to pur- 
chase the remains of a Powder-Mill at Stovghton, and land 
and privileges convenient to improve the same, or purchase 
a privilege for, and erect one at Sutton, as they, after 
having consulted the Master- Workman who shall under- 
take the same, shall judge expedient. And whereas, by a 
Resolve of this Court of the 19th day of January current, 
I he said Committee were directed to build the said Mill at 
Stoughton, but the Committee aforesaid were not invested 
with sufficient power to hire the Land and Stream at 
Stoughton, but are restricted to purchase the same, 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee aforesaid be, 
and they hereby are fully authorized and empowered to 
purchase or hire, as they shall judge meet, the Land and 
advantageous Stream at Stoughton, where they have, or 
shall agree to erect a Powder-Mill for such a term of years, 
and for such yearly rent as they shall think proper, and 
that they, in behalf of this Colony, take a deed or lease of 
the same, as they shall agree to purchase or hire. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, by a Re- 
solve of this Court, dated January 4, a Committee of this 
Court was appointed and directed to purchase and collect 
a number of Blankets for the use of the Continental Army, 
to deliver the same to the Commissary-General of the Co- 
lony, and take his receipt therefor, after which, an order 
passed this Court, dated January 18, that the Blankets 
collected in the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, 
be stayed for the ure of the Regiment to be raised in (he 

To the Committee of Safety of the Town of Gloucester, or Committee 
of Correspondence of said town, Greeting: 

You are hereby requested to take into your custody and safe-keeping, 
William Wood, master, and Robert Ayles, mate, lately taken 1 prisoners 
in the s'.iip Jenny, and brought into your port. You are desired to sea 
that they do not pass out of tho limits of the Town of Gloucester on 
any pretence whatever; and, if they, or either of them, shall' attempt 
it, or if, for any other reason, you may think it to publick safety to 
confine them, you are hereby authorized and empowered, in either of 
such casis, to cause the said Wood and Ayles, or cither of them, to bo 
apprehended and put under close confinement, till the further order of 
tho major part of tho Council. 

In the name, and by order of the Council: William Sever. 

Cooncil.Chamber, January 26, 1776. 

In Council, January 26, 1776: It having been represented to tho 
Council, that some time last fall, his Honour General Ward, directed 
that one Haswell, an officer of the British navy, and now on half, 
pay, be removed from Hull, (or Nantaskct,) to th"e Town of IUngham, 
there to be supported at the publick expense ; and that ho was removed 
accordingly, and there remains with his family. And it having, also, 
been represented that it is unfit for him 'to remain there, considering 
tho situation of said town, that it borders on Boston harbour ; that 
it is but a few miles from whence, now and generally, thoships-of-war 
ride; that the said Haswell, may with ease correspond with their oifi. 
cers; that lie has evidenced himself to be unfriendly to the interest 
of the United Colonies, by frequently making such f, ilse represents, 
tions among tho inhabitants as tend lo cans:! divisions, to stronn-than 
our enemies, to intimidate and weaken our friends. ° 

It is therefore, Resolved, That Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., wait on his 
Excellency General Washington, and lay before him this state of tho 
matter, and request that he would direct that said Haswell, with his 
family, be removed to some inland town, or otherways disposed of as 
his Excellency shall think proper. ' 

Perez MoKTOif, Deputy Secretary. 
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above Counties for the Canada expedition, which Blankets, 
for the County of Hampshire in particular, were stayed 
accordingly, before they arrived at the Commissary's Office, 
and, by a Resolve of January 22, were ordered to be de- 
livered to Colonel Elisha Porter, for the use of his Regi- 
ment upon the Canada expedition, by reason of which, 
the Committee for collecting of Blankets for the County of 
Hampshire, cannot obtain the Commissary's receipt for 
'the Blankets collected in said County : 

Therefore, Resolved, That when the Committee, who 
were directed to procure Blankets in the County of Hamp- 
shire, shall produce a receipt for the same from Col. Elisha 
Porter, or the major part of the Selectmen of any town in 
the County of Hampshire, where such Blankets shall be 
deposited, certifying the number and value thereof, and 
that they were received for the use of Colonel Porter's 
Regiment, it shall be accepted and allowed in the same 
manner as if the same had been under the hand of the Com- 
missary-General of this Colony. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, January 30, 1776. 
Present in Council : Honourablcs William Sever, Caleb Cushing, Tho- 
mas Cushing, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, Jamea Prescott, 
Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, 
Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John 
Taylor, Benjamin White. Esquires. 

In Council: Ordered, That Moses Gill, Esq., with such as 
the honourable House shall join, be a Committee to exa- 
mine what number of Sheets of the value of ten Pounds 
sixteen Shillings each, and what number of Sheets of the 
value of one Pound four Shillings, of the emission for se- 
venty-five thousand Pounds, have been stamped or struck 
off, and to separate and put into different bundles each sort 
of Sheets, marking the value of each bundle, and make 
report to this Court what number of Sheets there are of 
each denomination. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred; 
and Captain Bragdon and Captain Stone are joined. 

The Committee appointed by both Houses to examine 
what number of Sheets of the value of ten Pounds sixteen 
Shillings each, and what number of Sheets of the value of 
one Pound four Shillings each, of the emission for seven- 
ty-five thousand Pounds, have been stamped or struck off, 
and to separate and put into different bundles each sort of 
Sheets, and make report to this Court what number of 
Sheets there are of each denomination, have, agreeable to 
order of Court, attended the Committee for signing and 
numbering said Bills, into whose hands the whole of said 
emission is committed, and have critically inspected and 
sorted the Sheets of each denomination and put them into 
different bundles, find, upon a due and accurate examina- 
tion, that there is now in the hands of said Committee two 
thousand nine hundred and forty-eight sheets, of ten Pounds 
sixteen Shillings each, amounting to thirty-one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-eight Pounds eight Shillings; 
also, five thousand two hundred and fifty Sheets of twenty- 
four Shillings each, amounting to six thousand three hun- 
dred Pounds ; and, that the Committee for signing the Bills 
is possessed of the Treasurer's receipt for three thousand 
three hundred of the large Sheets, amounting to thirty-five 
thousand six hundred and forty Pounds, and one thousand 
of the small Sheets, amounting to twelve hundred Pounds, 
which, together with the Sheets in the Committee's hands, 
is as follows : 

Six thousand two hundred and fifty Sheets, at twen- 
ty-four Shillings each, is seven thousand five hundred 
Pounds; and six thousand two hundred and forty-eight 
Sheets, at ten Pounds sixteen Shillings, is sixty-seven 
thousand four hundred and seventy-eight Pounds six Shil- 
lings. The whole of said emission, as now estimated, is 
seventy-four thousand nine hundred and seventy-eight 
Pounds eight Shillings ; two sheets of the largest sum want- 
ing, to complete the seventy-five thousand Pounds ordered 
to be emitted. 

Your Committee, also, find a surplusage of eleven Sheets 
of the smallest denomination in the Committee's hands, and 
conclude there must be some mixture of Sheets, either in 
the hands of the Treasurer or Committee of Council, for 
discharging the publick accounts : therefore, beg leave to 



report, as their opinion, that it will be necessary to appoint 
a Committee to examine the Sheets of each denomination 
in the Treasurer and Committee of Council's hands, and 
Committee of Clothing, in order that all mistakes respect- 
ing the last emission may be rectified. 

Moses Gill, per order. 

Li Council: Read, and recommitted ; and the Com- 
mittee are directed to examine the Sheets of each denomi- 
nation in the Treasurer's, Committee of Council's, and 
Committee of Clothing's hands. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, it appears 
to this Court that the sum of sixty Pounds, now in the 
hands of Thomas Crafts, Jun., Edward Proctor, ffinthrop 
Gray, and Daniel Sigourney, was the property of Joseph 
Goldthwait, a noted enemy to the rights of America, and 
now actually employed in the Ministerial army in Boston, 

Resolved, That the before-mentioned Thomas Crafts, 
Jun., Edward Proctor, ffinthrop Gray, and Daniel Si- 
gourney be, and are hereby directed to pay the above-men- 
tioned sum of sixty Pounds into the hands of Henry Gard- 
ner, Esq., Treasurer and Receiver-General for this Colony, 
there to remain for the further order of the General Court. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That there 
be paid, out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Thomas Crafts, Jun., Edward Proctor, Winthrop Gray, 
and Daniel Sigourney , or to any two of them, the sum of 
two hundred Pounds, they being a Committee of the Court 
to receive the inhabitants of Boston at Chelsea. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, January 31, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourablcs William Sever, Caleb Cushing, John 
Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benja- 
min Jjincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Sa- 
muel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin 
White, Esquires. 

Mr. Mills came up with a message from the House, 
desiring that the honourable Board would send down the 
division and arrangements of the several Regiments. 

Mr. Story came up with a message from the House, de- 
siring the honourable Board to take upon themselves the 
trouble to arrange the Regiments of the County of Hamp- 
shire, there being but one or two Members from that 
County now in the House. 

In Council: Whereas, the General Court have received 
such information as that there is reason to apprehend a 
confederacy is forming by some evil-minded persons in this 
and other Colonies, which may injure the credit of the 
Continental Bills, and the Bills of this and the other Colo- 
nies, 

Therefore, Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
Committees of Inspection and Correspondence in all the 
towns in this Colony, to make strict inquiry in their seve- 
ral towns, and if they shall find any person within the 
same endeavouring, in any way whatever, to prevent the 
credit of the Continental Bills, or the Bills of this, or any 
other of the United Colonics of America, or to alter or 
counterfeit the same, that they cause such person to be 
arrested and secured, and give information thereof to this 
Court, in order that such person may be proceeded with 
according to the just demerits of such high crimes and mis- 
demeanours, and that this Resolve be published in all the 
Newspapers in this Colony. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That it be 
an instruction to the Committee appointed to bring in a 
Bill to prevent the bodies of Soldiers to be arrested for 
debt, or their estates attached in certain cases : In the same 
Bill to make provision to prevent desertion in the Army, 
and any person from harbouring deserters. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petitions of the Committees and others, inhabitants of 
the towns of Machias, Goldsborough, Number-Four, Nar- 
raguagus, Pleasant-River, and Chandler's River, in the 
County of Lincoln, on behalf of said inhabitants, setting 
forth : " that ever since the first settlement of said Town- 
ships until the last year, your petitioners comfortably sup- 
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ported themselves and families by exchanging their lumber 
for such things as they found necessary for their support; 
that the present unhappy situation of affairs has stopped 
their lumber trade, and have not the means of supporting 
their families, although they have vast quantities of lumber 
by them. Wherefore, your petitioners pray your Honours 
would take their deplorable situation into your wise consi- 
deration, and point out some method whereby they may 
support themselves, as a means of doing which they beg 
leave to observe to your Honours, if a sufficient quantity 
of provisions should be allowed them, and proper persons 
appointed by your Honours to receive their lumber there- 
for; or, if your Honours would indulge them with the loan 
of a sum of money, until it be in their power to repay the 
same by the sale of their lumber, either of which methods 
would, in great measure, answer the desired end. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to the 
aforementioned Benjamin Foster, and others, the sum of 
three hundred and fifty Pounds, lawful money, provided 
the said Benjamin Foster, and others, before-named, shall, 
all of them, give their bond, jointly and severally, to repay 
the same in one year from the date thereof, to the Trea- 
surer of this Colony, for the use of the same ; which mo- 
ney the aforementioned persons shall dispose of in the best 
manner they can, to purchase provisions for the inhabitants 
of Machias, Chandler's River, Goldsborough, Narragua- 
gus, Number-Four, and Pleasant- River, to be divided 
among the said Plantations as the aforementioned persons 
shall direct, having respect to their circumstances, number, 
and necessities. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.* 



Thursday, February I, 1776. 

Present in Council: Honourables William Sever, Caleb Cushing, John 
Winthrop, Thomas Cashing, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, 
James Preseott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, 
Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Ho'.ten, Jabez Fisher, Mo- 
ses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That Mr. 
Speaker, Colonel Orne, and Colonel Freeman, with such 
as the honourable Board may join, be a Committee to bring 
in a Bill establishing a Test, by which all persons inimical 
to the rights and liberties of America shall be distinguished 
from their friends, and to provide some methods to secure 
us against the practices and designs of our enemies ; and, 
that it be an instruction to the Committee, that they im- 
mediately, and previous to their reporting any Bill for this 
purpose, write to the Delegates of this Colony, at the 
American Congress, and obtain information from them 
whether the Congress have taken, or are about to take any 
measures for this purpose, or, if they have taken any, what 
those measures are. 

In Council: Read, and concurred; and William Sever 
and Thomas Cushing, Esquires, are joined. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That . . 

be a Committee, with such as the honourable 

Board shall join, to take into consideration an anonymous 
Letter from Dartmouth. 

•BiuDGEWiTER, January 18, 1776. — Honoured Sir: Yesterday the 
bearer, Mr. James Seward, delivered me a letter from the honourable 
Council, relating to him, &c., on the receipt of which I have procured 
a house for his family, and a shop for him, and have assured him of 
work to do in the finishing way, with such a price ae I can afford, and 
gave it as my opinion that he will have as much work as he can do in 
repairing of old arms, as soon as it is known that he is settled here. 
But from some conversation that he had with Mr. Devans, the Com. 
missary, and with your Honours, he prays that he may have leave to 
repair lo Watertown, to see whether or not it may not be more to his 
advantago to bo employed by the Commissary, than to bo employed 
hero, more especially as he has a son in the Army, which he expects 
to have the advantage of working with him, in order to give the 
lad what insight ho can into his business ; have, therefore, favoured 
him with an opportunity of making a personal application to the Coun- 
cil, for a revocation of what was done respecting him before, not doubt- 
ing but all proper indulgence will be granted him. 

I am, sir, with due esteem, your Honour's very humble servant, 

Hugh Orr. 
For the Honourable Moses Gill, Esq. 

In Council, January 31, 1776: Read, and Ordered, That the order 
of Council respecting the said Seward's being confined within the limits 
of the Town of Bridgewater be reconsidered, and that the said Seward 
be confined to the Town of Water town, in order to his being employed 
by Richard Devans, Esq., Commissary-General of this Colony, who is 
desired to see that ha does not pass without the limits of said town. 

Fkrez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 



In Council: Read, and concurred, and Thomas Cush- 
ing, Esq., is joined. 

Colonel Freeman came up with a message from the 
House, to inform the Board that it was the desire of the 
House that the Town of Boston be considered as making 
one regiment in the County of Suffolk, and that they be 
arranged in their proper place. 

Petition from the Selectmen of the Town of Rehoboth, 
setting forth : " that they have been greatly alarmed tiy the 
frequent attempts of the enemy in coming up their river; 
they have erected a breastwork on an eminence, on a 
point of land more than twenty rods in length, fourteen 
feet thick at its basis, about which works they have ex- 
pended three hundred and eighty days' work, &c, which 
are nearly finished, and have, also, procured and properly 
mounted on field-carriages four pieces of ordnance, two of 
which are four-pounders, the other two are three-pounders, 
all which, at a moderate computation, amounts to one hun- 
dred and three pounds ; they pray your Honours would 
grant them some compensation, &tc. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and Ordered, 
That Colonel Williams, Doctor Bayliss, and Colonel 
Thayer be a Committee to repair to Rehoboth and view 
the Fortifications mentioned in the foregoing Petition ; and, 
also, that said Committee view Taunton-River, near Slade's 
Ferry, at Taunton, and make report to this Court of the 
true circumstances of those places, and what would be pro- 
per for this Court to do to put those places in a defensible 
state. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday, February 2, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Caleb Cushing, John 
Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, James 
Preseott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph 
Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, 
Benjamin White, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Letter from William West, respecting Doctor Samuel Gel- 
ston, be committed to the Committee on said Gelslon's 
affairs. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of John Balceman and others, setting forth : " that 
there were divers Field-Officers chosen by the honourable 
House of Representatives, for the two Regiments to the 
eastward of Penobscot-River, in the County of Lincoln. 
Your petitioners pray your Honours would not concur with 
said vote until inquiry be made into the conduct of some 
of said appointments as we apprehend will be prejudicial 
to the County." 

In Cbunci7:_Read, and committed to Benjamin Lin- 
coln and Jabez Fisher, Esquires. 

In Council: Ordered, That William Sever, Caleb 
Cushing, John Whetcomb, and James Preseott, Esquires, ~ 
be a Committee to prepare a general arrangement of the 
Militia through the Colony. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That Jo- 
seph Cushing, Esquire, be appointed a Brigadier-General 
for the County of Plymouth. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
honourable Council be desired to give commissions to such 
Officers as joined the Army in December last, who were 
chosen by the companies, and formed under the direction of 
the Committees of this Court, who were directed to raise 
those temporary recruits, although such companies did not 
amount to sixty-four men. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House madte> 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen as Field-Ofjfrr- 
cers for the First Regiment, in the County of Worcester, viz:. 

Samuel DeMy, Colonel ; Benjamin Flagg, Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; Paul Raymond, First Major ; Asa Baldwin^ Se- 
cond Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made^ 
choice of the following gentlemen as Field-Officers for the 
Second Regiment of Militia, in the County of Worcester, 
viz: 
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Josiah Whitney, Colonel ; Ephraim Sawyer, Lieute- 
nant Colonel. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Secretary immediately give notice to the gentlemen elected 
Field and Staff Officers of the several Regiments to be 
raised in this Colony, to join the Army before Boston, till 
the first of April next, of their appointment to said offices, 
respectively. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Ordered, That 
the Secretary give the aforesaid notice, by making out a 
list of the said Field-Officers, and publishing the same in 
Edes's and HaJPs Newspapers, apprizing them of their ap- 
pointment, and directing them to repair to their respective 
posts in the Army, with all possible despatch. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration the Memorial of the Selecimen of Sherburne, 
in the Island of Nantucket, have attended that service, and 
beg leave to report as their opinion, that a representation 
of the present state of that Island and of the conduct of die 
Inhabitants, be made to the American Congress, and that 
the Inhabitants be supplied with necessaries for their sub r 
sistence in the manner directed by a Resolve of the Con- 
gress, until their determination on such representation may 
be had. All which is humbly submitted. 

John Winthrop, per order. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and thereupon Or- 
dered, That a' representation to the purpose mentioned in 
the foregoing Report, be made to the American Congress, 
accordingly; and that John Winthrop, Esq., with such as 
the honourable House shall join, be a Committee to make 
said representation. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Mr. Brown of Boston, and Mr. Gushing of Scituate, 
are joined. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.* 

Saturday, February 3, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Walter Spooner, Caleb 
Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cashing, John Whelcomb, Jede- 
cliah Foster, Eldad Taylor, James Prescott, Benjamin Lincoln, Mi- 
chael Farley. Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holton, Jabcz Fisher, Jolm 
Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

Iii Council: Whereas, it appears by Doctor Gelston's 
confession, that lie has contravened the Resolves of the 
American Congress, and has supplied the enemies of Ame- 
rica with sundry articles of provision ; and by other evi- 
dence it appears that the said Samuel Gelston is unfriendly 
to the rights and liberties of this country. And whereas, 
the greatest danger must necessarily result from permitting 
such persons to go at large and continue their traitorous 
practices of opposing the measures adopted for our defence, 
and of spreading false and discouraging rumours, and of 
communicating information of all our operations to our un- 
natural enemies. And whereas, the said Gelston did make 
his escape from the Messenger of the honourable House of 
Representatives, who had him in his keeping, and it ap- 
pears necessary that he should be effectually secured, 

It is further Resolved, That the said Samuel Gelston be 
forthwith confined in some jail in this Colony, that the 
Council shall order, there to remain till the further order 
of the Council. 

And whereas, it appears, by the examination of John 
Brown and Doctor Gelston, that the said Brown hascon- 

* Council-Chamber, February 2, 1776. — Gentlemen: The Council 
have taken under consideration your letter, enclosing the intercepted 
letter from Elisha Alliss, Jun„ to Major Gray. We fully approve of 
Tour vigilance in the publick cause, and if you shall find any persons 
attempting to injure the credit of the Continental Bills, or any of the 
Bills of Credit of this or the other United American Colonies, wc trust 
you will use your utmost endeavour to secure them, that they may re- 
ceive such punishment as is the due demerit of such crimes and misde- 
meanors. 

The Council further direct that you take such measures that Elisha 
Alliss, tho writer of the letter above-mentioned, do not go out of the 
limits of the Town of Hatfield, or hold, without your permission, cor- 
respondence with any person who may be justly deemed inimical to the 
liberties of America, and if you shall find that his conduct shall bo 
such as will endanger the publick safety, that you cause him to be 
committed to close confinement. 

In the name and by order of the Council. 
To the Committee of Correspondence for the Town of Hatfield. 

In Council, February 2, 1776 : Read and accepted, and ordered to 
be signed by the President of the Council, and forwarded. 

Pekez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 



travened the Resolve of the American Congress, and aided 
the said Doctor Gelston in making his escape from the 
Messenger of the honourable House of Representatives, 
who had him in custody, and carried him to Rhode-Island, 
where he and the said Gelston were apprehended and se- 
cured by order of the honourable Council, 

It is further Resolved, That the said John Brown be 
forthwith confined in some jail in this Colony, that the 
Council shall order, there to remain till the further order 
of the Council. 

And whereas, there was found in the custody of the said 
Brown, about ten pounds weight of India Tea, which is 
now in the custody of the Committee of this Court, 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Messenger of the honour- 
able House of Representatives be directed to cause the said 
Tea to be publickly consumed by fire, this day, at one 
o'clock, P. M. 

In Council: Read, and accepted. 

In the House of Representatives ; Read, and concurred. 

A Bill, entitled "An Act for altering the places appoint- 
ed for the holding the Courts of Justice .for the County of 
Middlesex," having passed the House of Representatives., 
to be engrossed. 

In Council : Read a second time and passed a concur- 
rence, to be engrossed. 

In the House of Representatives ; The House made 
choice of Mr. Samuel Gerry, as a Commissary for the 
forces stationed at the Town of Marblehead. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Monday, February 5, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourablos William Sever, Walter Spooner, Ca. 
leb Cushing, John Winthrop, John Whetcomb, James Prescolt, 
Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph Palm r, 
Samuel Holtcn, Jabez Fisher, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, representa- 
tion has been made by this House, that Colonel Dawn, of 
Barnstable County, has sent two vessels to the West-Indies, 
loaded with the produce of the Colonies ; and that Mr. 
Solomon Dacis, of said Barnstable, is now loading two 
vessels, and Mr. Cutt, of Saco, another ; and, that a vessel 
at Falmouth, in Casco Bay, is likewise loading with the 
like produce, contrary to the Resolution of (he American 
Congress, 

Therefore, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Major Cross, 
and Mr. Story, with such as the honourable Board may 
join, be a Committee to make inquiry into the matter, and 
report what is proper to be done. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and William Sever 
and Walter Spooner, Esqs., are joined. 

The Committee of both Houses appointed to consider 
the subject matter of a report of a Committee of this 
Court, of the 10th instant, relative to a Petition of some 
of the inhabitants of Majabigivaduce, against the conduct 
of John Bakeman, Esq.; also, sundry depositions against 
several of the inhabitants of said place, for threatening thi; 
life of said Bakeman, and supplying the ships of our ene- 
mies at Boston, with provisions, &,c, together with a Let- 
ter from Timothy Parsons, complaining he is in danger of 
his life, from a number of lawless inhabitants of Pownal- 
borough; and a Petition of John Tufts, setting forth, that 
the enemies at Boston have been, and are continually sup- 
plied with wood, &.c, by a number of inhabitants of Eong- 
Island, and praying this Court's order thereon, have care- 
fully attended that business ; and, from all the evidence 
they can obtain, find that the conduct of said Bakeman as 
a magistrate and a friend to his country is unexceptionable ; 
and it haying been made to appear to your Committee by 
the depositions aforesaid, as well as other witnesses, that a 
number of men, inhabitants of Majabigicaduce, under the 
colour of a Committee of Safety, and others, have been 
supplying the fleet of our enemies at Boston, with wood, 
live stock, vegetables, &c, and do still persist therein ; and, 
in order to carry on their base and wicked practices with 
impunity, have, and do threaten the life of said Bakeman, 
(who openly opposes such wicked conduct,) and did, in a 
lawless, hostile manner, with clubs, &c, by force and arms, 
enter the house of said Bakeman in-the night, between the 
4th and 5th of December last ; and, as he says, robbed him 
of a sum of money to the value of about twenty pounds, 
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anr! many valuable articles, as set forth in (lie memorial of supported, therefore, in our opinion, ought not to operate 
said Bakeman, break and destroy the windows and doors to the disadvantage of Colonel Car gill ; furthermore, as to 
of said BaJcemaris house, abused his person, destroyed his the vessels detained by the Committee of Goldsborough, 



property, and threatened and endangered the lives of said 
Bakeman, his wife and family. Your Committee view 
the above as a high-handed offence, and that some ef- 
fectual measures ought to be taken by this Court to prevent 
such a growing evil for the future; therefore, beg leave to 
report by way of Resolve : 

Resolved, That William Lithgoxo, John Taylor, Ezekiel 
Pettee, Thomas Stinsin, and, Waterman Thomas, Esquires, 
Justices of the Peace for the County of Lincoln, or any 
three of them, (Quorum Unus,) are hereby required to 
make inquiry into the riot and injury committed by a num- 
ber of persons, armed and disguised, against the property 
at John Bakeman, Esq.; and, also, respecting the conduct 
of some of the inhabitants of the County of Lincoln, in 
supplying the enemy with Provisions and Fuel; and of all 
breaches of the peace, and other disorders committed in 
said County ; and, also, to inquire what persons have been 
guilty of contravening the Resolves of the American or 
Provincial Congresses, or the acts or ordinances of the Gene- 
ral Court of this Colony; and, the said Justices are hereby 
empowered and directed to cause to come before them any 
accused in the premises, and such witnesses as may be found ; 
and of them inquire, on oath, of all matters relative to the 
premises ; and, all persons who shall by such Justices, be 
found so far guilty of the breach of the Laws of this 
Colony, especially provided, or the breach of the peace, or 
of evil intent against the rights and liberties of America, as 
that, in their judgment, they ought to be brought to trial for 
their respective crimes and offences ; that they cause such 
persons to recognise, with sureties, in such sums as shall 
appear to them reasonable, according to the circumstances 
of the accused ; that they will appear, and answer for their 
respective crimes and misdemeanors, at the Superior Court 
of Judicature, Court of Assize, and General Court of De- 
livery, next to be bolden at Falmouth, in the County of 
Cumberland, within and for the Counties of Cumberland 
and Lincoln; and, in default of their recognising as afore- 
said, the said person, or persons, to commit to prison, until 
they shall so recognise, or be legally discharged ; and, all 
persons, of what quality or denomination soever, within 
the said County of Lincoln, are hereby commanded to as- 
sist the said Justices in the inquiry into, and execution of, 
all matters in the foregoing order contained, which Justices, 
Officers, and Witnesses, shall be paid for their cost and ex- 
penses, as in the law of this Colony is provided, in case 
of conviction, and in case there shall not be a conviction 
before the Cc-ur.t of Assize, they shall be paid as this Court 
shall hereafter order. 

In Council: Read, and accepted. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, February 6, 1776. 

Present in Council ; Honourablee William Saver, Walter Spoonor, 

Cileb Cashing, John Winlurop, John Whetcomb, James Preseott, 

Eidad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, 

Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esqs. 

Colonel Bowers came up with a message from the House 
to inform the Board, that the House had passed upon all 
business of a publick nature, before them, and desired the 
Board would do the like, in order that the House may have 
a recess on Thursday next. 



your Committee are humbly of opinion, that this Court has 

made sufficient provision already. Your Committee beg 

leave further to report as their opinion, that a Committee 

of both Houses be appointed to consider, and report, what 

is further necessary for this Court to do, in order to support 

and protect the people in the County of Lincoln, east of 

Penobscot River; also, how Committees shall be chosen 

in places not incorporated. ^ rn i 

' ' tiLDAD i axxor, per order. 

In Council: Read, and accepted; and, thereupon Or- 
dered, That the same Committee be appointed for the 
purpose mentioned in the last paragraph of the foregoing 
Report. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and recommit- 
ted, and Mr. Caldwell is appointed on the Committee in 
the room of Colonel Freeman, absent. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



Wednesday, February 7, 1776. 
Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Walter Spooner, Ca. 
lob Gushing, John Winlhrop, Thomas Cushing, John Whetcomb, 
James Preseott, El-lad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, 
Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holton, Jabez Fisher, John Taylor, Benja- 
min White, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the First Regiment in the County of Plymouth, 
viz: Gamaliel Bradfoid, Jun., Colonel ; Thomas Lothrop, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; John Gray, First Major; SethCush- 
ing, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Third Regiment in the County of Ply- 
mouth, viz: Edward Mitchell, Colonel ; David Jones, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Simon Cary, First Major; EliphaJet 
Cary, Second Major. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

A Bill, entitled "An Act to enable the Inhabitants of 
Falmouth, to support prosecutions against persons, who 
have their goods in possession," having passed the House 
of Representatives, to be engrossed. 

In Council : Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be engrossed. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Letter from Benjamin Fessenden, respecting the detention 
of a Vessel, be committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider the representation made to the General Court, of 
several Vessels loading with the produce of the Colonies. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Second Regiment in (he County of Suf- 
folk, viz : Solomon Love/l, Colonel ; David Cushing, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; Thomas Lothrop, First Major ; Josiah 
Cushing, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 



In the House of Representatives : The House made 

cno > ce > V ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 

i '~ v "" "" *■«■». -«„j, "-"" Officers of the Third Regiment of Militia for the County 

The Committee of both Houses appointed to consider of ^^ yiz . Be „j amin GW> Colonel; Samuel Pierce, 

Lieutenant-Colonel; Joseph Babcock, First Major; Elijah 
Hewens, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives 1 : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Fifth Regiment of Militia for the County 
of Suffolk, viz : Joseph Palmer, Colonel ; Jonathan Bass, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; Edmund Soper, First Major, Ebe- 
nezer Thayer, tertius, Second Major. 

In Council; Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Fourth Regiment of Militia in the County 



a Petition of Philip Hodgskins, making complaint against 
Colonel Cargill; also, a Letter from Samuel Jordan, 
Chairman of the Committee at Goldsborough, complaining 
of Colonel Cargill; also, setting forth the state of several 
vessels detained by said Committee : furthermore, request- 
ing that a number of troops be stationed there ; and, that 
the doings of the Committees in places not incorporated 
might be confirmed, have carefully attended that service, 
and beg leave to report, as their opinion, viz : That Philip 
Hodgskins have leave to withdraw his Petition, as it fully 
appears to your Committee, that his confinement was in 
consequence of refusing to be mustered and sworn, when, 
at the same time, be owns that he was inlisted in the service 
of this Colony; and, as to the complaint of the Committee 



of Goldsborough against said Cargill, no part thereof was of Worcester, viz : Jonathan Warner, Colonel ; Joseph Gil- 
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bert, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Reuben Reed, First Major; Jo- 
seph Bowman, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Fifth Regiment of Militia in the County of 
Worcester, viz : Jona. Holman, Colonel ; Daniel Plymp- 
ton, Lieutenant-Colonel ; William Learned, First Major ; 
Jacob Davis, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House oj Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Seventh Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Worcester, viz : Nathan Sparhawk, Colonel ; Jonathan 
Grout, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jonas Wilder, First Major; 
Daniel Clap, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Eighth Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Worcester, viz : Abijah Stearns, Colonel ; Josiah Car- 
ter, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Raud, First Major ; Ebene- 
zer Bridge, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the second Regiment of Militia in the County of 
York, viz : John Frost, Colonel ; Ichabod Goodwin, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; Joseph Prime, First Major ; John Shap- 
leigh, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Third Regiment of Militia in the County of 
York, viz: Tristram Jordan, Colonel; Joseph Storer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas Cutt, First Major ; Jonathan 
Stone, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That Mr. 
Cushing, Colonel White, and Mr. Hopkins, with such as 
the honourable Board may join, be a Committee to take 
under consideration the difficulties that attend the raising a 
Regiment in the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, 
and report what is proper to be done to complete that bu- 



siness. 



In Council: Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Lin- 
coln and John Taylor, Esquires, are joined. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be built at the publick expence of this Colony, for the de- 
fence of American liberty, ten Sloops-of-War, of one hun- 
dred and ten tons, or one hundred and fifteen tons each, 
suitable to carry from fourteen to sixteen carriage guns, of 
six and four pounders ; and that Captain Batchelder, Colo- 
nel Bowers, and Mr. Durfee, be a Committee, with such 
as the honourable House may join, to provide materials 
and employ proper persons to build said vessels as soon as 
may be, for the purpose aforesaid ; and that the sum of 
ten thousand Pounds be delivered to the said Committee, 
to enable them to proceed in building, rigging, and fixing 
said vessels as soon as possible ; and that each one of the 
Committee be accountable to the General Court of this 
Colony, when thereunto called by the said Court for the 
money he shall receive. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and William Sever 
and Benjamin Greenleaf, Esquires, are joined. 



In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the First Regiment of Militia for the County of 
Middlesex, viz: Samuel Thatcher, Colonel; Benjamin 
Hammond, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Samuel Barnard, First 
Major; John Gardner, Second Major. 
In Council : Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Third Regiment of Militia for the County 
of Middlesex, viz : James Barret, Colonel ; Braddyl Smith, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Eleazer Brooks, First Major ; Francis 
Faulkner, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Fifth Regiment of Militia for the County of 
Middlesex, viz : Samuel Bullard, Colonel ; Micah Stone, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Abner Perry, First Major ; John 
Trowbridge, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Sixth Regiment of Militia for the County of 
Middlesex, viz : Oliver Prescott, Colonel ; Jonathan Reed, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Josiah Sariel, First Major ; Jonathan 
Minot, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the First Regiment of Militia for the County 
of Cumberland, viz : John Watte, Colonel ; Peter Noyes, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; Nathaniel Jordan, First Major; Wil- 
liam Frost, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Second Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Cumberland, viz : Jonathan Mitchell, Colonel ; Nathan- 
iel Purrington, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Charles Gerrish, First 
Major ; Nathaniel Larrabee, Second Major. 
In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House proceed- 
ed to the choice of Field-Officers for the two Regiments 
in the County of Berkshire; and the Committee appoint- 
ed to collect the votes, having counted the same, it appeared 
that the following gentlemen were chosen, viz : 

For the First Regiment : Mark Hopkins, Colonel ; Aaron 
Root, Lieutenant-Colonel; Giles Jackson, First Major; 
Jacob Brown, Second Major. 

For the Second Regiment : Benjamin Simonds, Colonel ; 
Jonathan Smith, Lieutenant-Colonel ; David Rosseter, 
First Major ; Caleb Hyde, Second Major. 
In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice of the following Field-Officers for the Third Regi- 
ment of Militia, in the County of Middlesex, viz : 

Eleazer Brooks, Colonel, in the room of James Barret, 
excused ; Francis Faulkner, Lieutenant-Colonel, in the 
room of Braddyl Smith, excused ; Nathan Barret, First 
Major, in the room of Eleazer Brooks, elected Colonel ; 
Samuel Lamson, Second Major, in the room of Francis 
Faulkner, elected Lieutenant-Colonel. 
In Council: Read, and concurred. 



In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Third Regiment of Militia for the County 
of Bristol, viz : George Williams, Colonel ; Zephaniah 
Leonard, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Abiel Mitchell, First Major; 
James Williams, Jun., Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Fourth Regiment of Militia for the County 
of Bristol, viz : John Daggat, Colonel ; Ephraim Lane, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; Isaac Dean, First Major; Elkanah 
Clap, Second Major. 



Petition of Anna Coshommon, an Indian woman, of Chil 
mark, in Dukes County, and Benjamin Obadiah, of Dart- 
mouth, in the County of Bristol, Indian man, labourers, 
setting forth : "that one JohnQuaniman, Indian man, late 
of Dartmouth aforesaid, deceased, died, seized of a tract 
of land of about one hundred acres ; and they being by 
the laws of this Province, heirs to the same, the said land 
lying in the town of Dartmouth, aforesaid, and mostly un- 
cultivated, they humbly pray, that they may have liberty 
to make sales of the same." 

In Council: Read, and committed loE'dad Taylor and 
Benjamin Lincoln, Esq'rs. The Committee on the above 
Petition beg leave to report by way of Resolve : 
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Resolved, That the prayer of the Petition be granted, 
and that Walter Spooner, Esquire, be, and he hereby is em- 
powered to make sale of the Tract of Land mentioned in 
said Petition, (of which John Quaniman died, seized,) for 
the most the same will fetch, and make and execute a good 
deed, or deeds, in law of the same to the purchaser, or pur- 
chasers, he observing the rules and directions in the law 
provided for the sale of real Estates by executors and ad- 
ministrators, and the money arising by said sale to be put to 
interest on good security for the benefit of the legal heirs of 
the said John Quaniman ; and the interest of the money to 
be paid annually, to the said heirs on making application to 
the said Walter Spooner, Esq., he to be accountable to the 
General Court of this Colony, when thereto required. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

l/i the House of Representatives : Resolved, (Blank.) 

Petition of Thomas Simonds and Mary Thomas, native 
Indians, of Middleborough, in the County of Plymouth, 
setting forth : " that they are legally and rightfully possess- 
ed of a piece of land, lying and being in Dartmouth, in 
the County of Bristol, at a place called Scon licut- Neck ; 
they, therefore, humbly pray your Honours would grant 
them liberty to make sale of the same." 

In Council: Read, and committed to Eldad Taylor and 
Benjamin Lincoln, Esquires. 

The Committee on the above Petition report by way of 
Resol ve : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the Petition be granted, 
and that Walter Spooner, Esq., be, and he hereby is em- 
powered to make sale of the Tract of Land mentioned in 
said Petition for the most the same will fetch, and to make 
and execute a good deed, or deeds, of the same to the pur- 
chaser, or purchasers ; he observing the rules and directions 
of the law for the sale of real Estates by executors and 
administrators, and the money arising by such sale, to be 
laid out by the said Walter Spooner, Esq., in purchasing 
so much Land for the benefit of the said Indians, where it 
will best accommodate them, as it will pay for, after de- 
ducting the necessary charges of such sales and purchase ; 
and that the said Walter Spooner, Esq., be accountable to 
the General Court of this Colony, for his doings touching 
the premises. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

A Bill, entitled "An Act for encouraging the fixing out 
Armed Vessels," having passed the House of Representa- 
tives, to be engrossed, 

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be engrossed. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Letter from Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., be committed to the 
Committee appointed to settle the Accounts of the late 
Committee of Supplies, and to take care of the several 
cargoes, &.c. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, February 8, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Walter Spooner, Ca- 
leb Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas dishing, Jedediah Foster, 
James Frescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, 
Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fislicr, Moses Gill, John Tay- 
lor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice of the following Officers for the Company to be sta- 
tioned at Pemaquid, in the County of Lincoln, viz: Caleb 
Turner, Captain ; George Rogers, First Lieutenant ; Tho- 
mas Thompson, Second Lieutenant ; Robert Giving, Com- 
missary. 

The House, also, made choice of the following Officers 
for the Company to be stationed at St. George's, in said 
County, viz : Benjamin Plummer, Captain ; Joseph Ro- 
binson, First Lieutenant ; James Thompson, Second Lieu- 
tenant; James Minot, Commissary; and Thomas Rice, 
Esq., Mustermastcr, for the three Companies to be station- 
ed in the County aforesaid. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice of Richard Ward, as Commissary, for the Compa- 
ny to be stationed at Salem'. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 



Petition of Jeremiah Obrien, setting forth : " that he has 
been in the Colony service, since the 1st day of August 
last, as Commander-in-chief of the sloop Machias- Liberty, 
and schooner Diligent, which two vessels now lie at New- 
buryporl completely equipped for sea, with about fifty men 
on board them, ready for any service the honourable Court 
shall think fit to employ them in ; one vessel has four car- 
riage guns, ten swivels, the other has five carriage guns, 
and twenty swivels, has ports for eight carriages, has ac- 
commodations for sixty-five men each ; we are all waiting 
the determination of the honourable Court, whether we 
are to be discharged, or further employed in the Colony 
service ; your petitioner can recommend to the honourable 
Court, the under officers and gunner to be men well skilled 
in the business." 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, it is of im- 
portance that the enemies of the United Colony should, as 
far as possible, be deprived of necessary supplies, whereby 
they may be rendered the less capable of distressing this 
and the other Colonies aforesaid, and to effect this purpose, 
it is expedient and necessary armed vessels should be fitted 
out and employed to prevent supplies getting into the hands 
of our said enemies ; 

Therefore, Resolved, Thai the Committee of Corres- 
pondence, Inspection and Safety of Newburyport, with 
Captain Jeremiah Obrien, be a Committee to prepare, and 
in all respects, equip and man, with fifty men each, inclu- 
ding officers, the Sloop Machias-Liberty and Schooner Dili- 
gent, now lying at Newburyport ; and that said Committee 
recommend such proper persons to the honourable Council 
as may be necessary for Officers or said Vessels for the pur- 
poses above-mentioned, and when said Vessels are prepared 
as aforesaid, the officers belonging to said Vessels, be com- 
missionated by, and follow such directions as they shall re- 
ceive from time to time from the Council of this Colony. 

And it is further Resolved, That the following sums set 
against the several officers and men engaged in the above 
service, shall be paid them upon~their faithfully discharging 
the duties assigned them, viz: 

Per month. Per month. 

Captain, - - - £4 Carpenter,- - - £1 10 
First Lieutenant, - 3 Gunner, - - - 110 
Second Lieutenant, 2 10 Pilot and Q. Master, 1 10 
Surgeon, - - - 2 10 Steward, - - - 1 10 
Master, - - - 2 Master-at-Arms, - 1 10 
Boatswain, - 1 10 Foremast men, 1 4 

And for the further encouragement of said Officers and 
Seamen, 

It is Resolved, That they shall be entitled to one-third 
the proceeds of all captures that shall be by them made, 
and finally condemned, agreeable to a law of this Colony, 
made and passed in the present session of the General 
Court, entitled "An Act for fixing out Armed Vessels, 
and for the trial and condemnation of vessels, that have 
been employed in aiding and assisting our Enemies;" and 
in such proportions as is allowed the officers and seamen 
of the Armed Vessels fitted out on account of the United 
Colonies, by his Excellency General Washington. The 
above establishment to be continued until the last day of 
December next, unless this Court should think it expedient 
to discharge them sooner. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House made choice, 
by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field-Officers of 
the Seventh Regiment of Militia in the County of 'Middle- 
sex, viz : Simeon Spaulding, Colonel ; William Thomp- 
son, Lieutenant-Colonel; William Hildreth, First Major; 
Ebcnezer Bancroft, Second Major. 
In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Second Regiment of Militia, in the County 
of Bristol, viz: Edward Pope, Colonel; John Hathaway, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Sylvester Richmond, tertius, First 
Major; Joshua Hathaway, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., 
First Major-General of the Militia in this Colony. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
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In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the Honourable Azor Orne, Esquire, 
Second Major-General of the Militia in this Colony. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the Honourable Benjamin Lincoln, 
Esquire, Third Major-General of the Militia in this Co- 
lony. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives: The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Fourth Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Essex, viz : Samuel Johnson, Colonel ; John Whittier, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;AsaPcrley, First Major; Samuel Bod- 
well, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice of Captain Benjamin Gage, as First Major in the 
Fourth Regiment of Militia in the County of Essex, in the 
room of Major Perley, who declines serving. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Eighth Regiment of "Militia in the County 
of Essex, viz : Henry Herrick, Colonel ; Jeremiah Page, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Archdaus Fuller, First Major ; Sam- 
uel Epes, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Fifth Regiment of Militia in the County of 
Essex, viz: Jonathan Glover, Colonel; Thomas Gerry, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joshua Orne, First Major ; Nicholas 
Braughton, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

An engrossed Bill, entitled " An act for altering the 
place of holding the Courts of Law in the County of Suf- 
folk," having passed the House of Representatives, to be 
enacted, 

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be enacted. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Third Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Cumberland, viz : Reuben Fogg, Colonel ; Richard T. 
Lombard, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Timothy McDanicI, First 
Major; Ephraim Rome, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field- 
Officers of the Fourth Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Cumberland, viz : Timothy Pike, Colonel ; Moses Mer- 
ril, Lieutenant-Colonel ; William Knights, First Major ; 
Samuel Matthews, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House proceeded 
to the choice of Field-Officers for the several Regiments 
in the County of Hampshire, and the Committee appointed 
to collect the votes, having counted, it appears that the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were chosen : 

For the First Regiment : Charles Pynchon, Colonel ; 
John Bliss, Lieutenant-Colonel ; William Pynchon, First 
Major; Jonathan Hale, Second Major. 

For the Second Regiment : Seth Pomeroy, Colonel ; 
John Dickinson, Lieutenant-Colonel; Ezra May, First 
Major; Jonathan Clap, Second Major. 

For the Third Regiment: John MoseJy, Colonel; Ti- 
mothy Robinson, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Benjamin Ely, First 
Major; Daniel Leonard, Second Major. 

For the Fourth Regiment : Samuel How, Colonel ; 
Ruggles Woodbridge, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Chester 
Williams, First Major; Josiah White, Second Major. 

For the Fifth Regiment : David Field, Colonel ; David 
Wells, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Hezckiah Smith, First Major ; 
David Dickinson, Second Major. 

For the Sixth Regiment: Phineas Wright, Colonel; 
Samuel Williams, Lieutenant-Colonel : Joshua Locke, First 
Major; Daniel Whitmore, Second Major. 



In Council : Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice of Field-Officers for the several Regiments in the 
County of Lincoln, and the Committee appointed to collect 
the votes having counted the same, it appeared that the fol- 
lowing were chosen, viz: 

For the First Regiment: Samuel McCobb, Colonel; 
Samuel Harnden, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Dummer Sewall, 
First Major; James Hunter, Second Major. 

For the Second Regiment : Joseph North,^ Colonel ; 
William Howard, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Ezckiel Peltee, 
First Major ; Rowland dishing, Second Major. 

For the Third Regiment : William Jones, Colonel ; John 
Farley, First Major; Moses Davis, Second Major. 

For the Fourth Regiment: Mason Wheaton, Colonel ; 
William Farnsworth, Lieutenant-Colonel ; James Minor, 
First Major ; Raunce Robinson, Second Major. 

For the Fifth Regiment : Jonathan Buck, Colonel ; 
Edmund Moor, First Major; Jonathan Buck, Jr., Second 
Major. 

For the Sixth Regiment : Benjamin Foster, Colonel ; 
Alexander Campbell, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Samuel Jor- 
dan, First Major ; Francis Shaw, Jun., Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House pro- 
ceeded to the choice of Brigadiers for the several Counties 
in this Colony, agreeable to a late act of this Court for 
regulating the Militia, and the Committee appointed to 
collect the voles having counted the same and assorted 
them, it appeared that the following gentlemen were cho- 
sen, viz: 

For the County of Suffolk, Hon. Benjamin Lincoln, Esq. 

For the County of Essex, Hon. Michael Farley, Esq. 

For the County of Hampshire, Timothy Danielson, Esq. 

For the County of Barnstable, Joseph Otis, Esq. 

For the County of Bristol, George Godfrey,^ Esq. 

For the County of York, Jotham Mouhon, Esq. 

For the County of Worcester, John Whticomb, Esq. 

For the County of Cumberland , Samuel Thompson, Esq. 

For the County of Berkshire, John Fellows, Esq. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.* 

Friday, February 9, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Waller Spooner, Caleb 
Gushing, John Winthrop, Thomas dishing, Jedediah Foster, Jarnes 
Prcscotl, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph 
Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Mosr-s Gill, John Taylor, Ben- 
jamin White, Esquires. 

Ill Council: Whereas, Accounts have been presented to 
this Court for payment, by several towns in this Colony, 
for provisions supplied the men who marched from such 
towns, respectively, on the alarm on the 19th of April 
last, and after, and no sufficient vouchers are lodged with 
such accounts, whereby it may be made evident that the 
publick had the benefit of such provisions; and whereas, 
this Colony allowed to each man, so marching, one penny 
per mile, to refund his expenses of travelling into camp, 
&,c, 

* Barnstable, February 3, 177(5. — Gentlemen : At the express soli- 
citation of my daughter-in-law, the wife of my son Samuel Attyn Oils, 
I have presumed to write n line to your Honours in behalf of her biolher, 
John Gray, who, we hear, is confined to Newbury jail. How far he was 
concerned in the affair, so as to be confined in a jail, you that have had 
the examination of that matter are certainly the best judges. I would 
just hint to your Honours that, as ho is a minor, and must bo supposed 
altogether under tho direction of others, whether in caso of sufficient 
bondsmen should appear in his behalf that ho shall not go into Boston 
in such a time as you set, nor supply our enemies, nor correspond with 
them, whether he may not be confined to some town in the country 
until the Court shall otherwise order. But I must leave tho matter 
with your Honours' discretion, hoping I shall be excused, considering 
my connexions, in giving these hints, and am, gentlemen, your most 
obedient, hunibl., servant, James Otis. 

For the President of the Honourable Council ■j.iWaterlown, (to bo com- 
municated.) 

In Council, February 8, 1776: Read, and Ordered, That the order 
of Council touching the said John Gray be no far relaxed, that he be 
released from close confinement, and sent to the Town of Barnstable, 
and to remain within tho limits of that town, Samuel Allyn Otis, with 
sufficient surotior, giving their joint several bonds in the sum of cno 
thousand Founds, that the said Jrikn Gray shall not pass without tho 
limits of the said Town of Barnstable, or correspond with the enemies 
of America, or supply them with provision of any kind. 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 
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Therefore, Resolved, That each Town, who have pre- 
sented their Accounts to this Court for payment, and yet 
remain unpaid, and those who in future shall present such 
Accounts for payment, shall lodge with them, before they 
shall be passed on, a certificate from the officer who com- 
manded such men, on the alarm aforesaid, that no part of 
the provisions mentioned in such Account were expended 
on their march to Head-Quarters, and a certificate from 
the Commissary what number of days such Company were 
in camp, and did not draw their allowance from the publick 
stores. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

An engrossed Bill, entitled, " An Act to enable the In- 
habitants of Falmouth to support prosecutions against per- 
sons who have in possession goods taken from said Inhabi- 
tants during the late fire," having passed the House of 
Representatives, to be enacted, 

In Council : Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be enacted. 

An engrossed Bill, entitled " An Act for reviving a 
number of Laws that are expired, or near expiring," having 
passed the House of Representatives, to be enacted, 

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be enacted. 

In (he House of Representatives : Resolved, That Doc- 
tor John Greenleaf be joined to the Committee appointed 
to receive, examine, and pay for all good and merchantable 
Saltpetre, at the rate heretofore established by this Court, 
that shall be manufactured in this Colony; and that there 
lie paid to the said Committee, out of the publick Treasu- 
ry of this Colony, the sum of one thousand four hundred 
Pounds, to enable them to pay for the same, they to be 
accountable to this Court for the money they or either of 
them shall receive; and Mr. Jedediah Phips is directed to 
attend at Watertown, on the second and fourth Tuesdays 
of each month, for that purpose, until the 1st day of June 
next, and to advertise this order for his attendance in the 
Watertown and Cambridge Newspapers three weeks, suc- 
cessively. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
following be the form of an Inlistment, to be signed by such 
soldiers as are to be raised by this Colony in the Counties 
of Hampshire and Berkshire, to join the American Army 
in Canada ; and Brigadier Thompson is hereby appointed 
to get the same printed, as soon as possible : 

We, the subscribers, do hereby severally inlist ourselves 
into the service of the United American Colonies, until the 
1st day of January next, if the service do require it, and 
each of us do engage to furnish, and carry with us into the 
service aforesaid, a good, effective fire-arm, and blanket; 
also, a good bayonet, cartridge-pouch, and a hatchet or 
tomahawk, or cutting-sword, if possible. And 'we, seve- 
rally, consent to be formed into a regiment, under the com- 
mand of such Field-Officers, Captains, and Subalterns, as 
are, or may be appointed and commissionated by the Ame- 
rican Congress ; and, when so formed, we engage to march 
under said officers into Canada, with the utmost expedi- 
tion. And we further agree, during the time aforesaid, to 
be subject to such Generals, and other officers, as are, or 
shall be appointed, and to be under such regulations, in 
every respect, as are provided for the American Army. 

Dated the .... of .... A. D. 1776. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, February 10, 1776. 
Present in Council : Honourable* William Sever, Walter Spooner, Ca. 
leb Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, Jedediah Foster, 
James Presoott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, 
Samuel Holten, Jabaz Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin 
White, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That the 
Petition of Isaac Battle and Samuel Nichols, praying to be 
fixed out a Privateering by the Colony, be committed to 
the Committee appointed to build ten Armed Vessels. 

In Council; Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be allowed and paid out of the publick Treasury of this 
Colony, to the Honourable Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., and 
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others, a Committee of this Court for fitting out ten vessels, 
to procure Gunpowder, Ammunition, &c, the sum of two 
thousand Pounds for that purpose, they to be accountable 
to this Court for the same. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That Mr. 
Speaker and Major Hawley, with such as the honourable 
Board may join, be a Committee to wait On his Excellen- 
cy General Washington, and inform him that this Court is 
about to rise, and to know if he has any application to 
make to the Court. 

In Council; Read, and concurred, and Colonel Lincoln 
is joined. 

In the House of Representatives ; Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Richard Devans, Esq., Commissary-General of this Colo- 
ny, the sum of one thousand Pounds, to enable bin} to 
procure Warlike Stores for the use of the Colony. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen for Field-Offi- 
cers of the Second Regiment of Militia in the County of 
Plymouth, viz : Anthony Thomas, Colonel ; John Cush- 
ing, Jun., Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jeremiah Hall, First Ma- 
jor ; Nathaniel Cushing, Second Major. 

In Council; Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, the votes 
and proceedings of the honourable Continental Congress, 
respecting the Regiment now raising in this Colony to join 
the Continental Army in Canada, make it necessary that 
some alteration should be made in the Resolves of this 
Court of the 21st of January last, respecting the encou- 
ragement thereby offered and proposed to such as should 
inlist themselves into the said service ; and whereas, it is 
apprehended the mode of appointing the Captains, Subal- 
terns, and non-Commissioned Officers, therein recommend- 
ed, will retard the speedy inlistment and forming the seve- 
ral companies to be raised, which ought to be forwarded 
with all despatch ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Order of Court of the 
21st of January last, relative to raising a Regiment of men 
in the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, to serve in 
Canada, so far as it relates to the two months' advance 
wages, the electing Captains, Subalterns, and non-Com- 
missioned Officers, by the men, and the officers being con- 
fined to raise said Regiment in the Counties aforesaid, be 
reconsidered. 

Resolved, That the blank Commissions for the Captains, 
Subalterns, and Staff-Officers, sent by this Court to the 
Continental Congress, to the said Regiment, be lodged in 
the hands of the Field-Officers appointed to raise and com- 
mand said Regiment, as, also, inlisting papers to those men 
who come recommended to them for their loyalty to their 
country, their courage, and good conduct, as properly qua- 
lified lor officers, and, upon their raising the complement of 
men assigned them, to deliver them their commissions. 

And for the encouragement of such as shall inlist them- 
selves into the said service, 

It is further Resolved, That, agreeable to the Resolves 
of the honourable Continental Congress, there shall be paid 
to each effective, able-bodied non-Commissioned Officer 
and Soldier, who shall inlist as aforesaid, and be properly 
accoutred, according to the terms of their inlistment, the 
sum of forty Shillings, lawful money, as a bounty ; and, 
also, that there shall be advanced and paid to every Offi- 
cer and Soldier one month's advance wages, that they 
may be enabled to purchase necessary clothing ; both the 
said sums to be paid them on their passing muster. 

It is further Resolved, That those who have inlisted 
already, upon the former inlistment, given out upon their 
signing the inlistment now ordered, shall be entitled to the 
same bounty and privileges as if they had not before inlist- 
ed, and shall be entitled to receive pay from the date of 
their first inlistment. The said sums of one month's ad- 
vance wages, and forty Shillings bounty, to be in lieu of 
the two months' advance wages ordered in the said Re- 
solves of the 21st of January. 

And whereas, by the said Resolves of the 21st of Janu- 
ary, ihree companies were to be raised from the County of 
Berkshire, as part of the said Regiment ; and whereas, 
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nearly four hundred men have already inlisted, and march- 
ed from the said County of Berkshire into Canada, to 
serve the United Colonies there, until the 15th of April 
next, many of whom, it is hoped and expected, will be 
willing to continue in the said service until the 1st day of 
■January next ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Field-Officers of said 
Regiment be directed to inlist, as soon as possible, out of 
those already marched, as aforesaid, two whole companies, 
to join said Regiment, whose advance wages and bounty, 
including what they have already received from General 
Schuyler, shall be made equal, in every respect, to those 
who now inlist according to the terms proposed by the 
Jionourable Continental Congress, and that six companies 
only be now raised for the said Regiment, until this Court 
shall be, informed of the success of raising the two said 
companies, out of those now in Canada, as aforesaid, 
Jh Council: Read, and concurred. 
In the House of Representatives ; The House made 
choice, by ballot, of .... a Brigadier for the County of 
Middlesex, in the room of John Cummings. 
- In Council; Read, and concurred. 

7ft the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen, as Field-Offi- 
cers for the First Regiment of Militia in the County of 
Bristol, viz : Thomas Carpenter, 3d, Colonel ; Luther 
Thurber, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Nathan Dagget, First Ma- 
ior; Peleg Slead, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

.!« the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen as Field-Offi- 
cers for the Fourth Regiment of Militia in the County of 
Suffolk, viz : Ephraim Wheelock, Colonel ; Benjamin 
Hawes, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Seth Bullard, Second Ma- 
jor; James Metcalf, First Major. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice of the following gentlemen as Field-Officers of the 
Fourth Regiment of Militia in the County of Plymouth, 
viz : Ebenezer Sprout, Colonel ; Ebenezer White, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; Israel Terrin, First Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, Monday morning. 

Monday, February 12, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourables William Sever, Walter Spooncr, Ca. 
leb Cashing, Thomas dishing, Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, 
Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, 
Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That .... 
. ... be a Committee, with such as the honourable Board 
shall join, to lake into consideration a Letter from his Ex- 
cellency General Washington, on the great want of Fire- 
Arms in the Army. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Lin- 
coln, Esq., is joined. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, it appears 
to be of great importance to the safety and welfare of this 
Colony, that the Harbour of Marblehead be effectually 
secured against the attacks of our enemies; and, whereas, 
the inhabitants of that town, have, at very great expense, 
erected Batteries, wherein twenty pieces of cannon are 
mounted, and it being absolutely necessary for a successful 
defence, that there should be a number of men, well ac- 
quainted with the management of cannon, appointed to 
said Batteries ; therefore, 

Resolved, That a number of Matrosses, consisting of 
thirty-eight men, exclusive of officers, be immediately 
raised for the purpose aforesaid, and that a Captain and 
two Lieutenants be chosen for said Company, their pay to 
be the same with officers of the like rank on the Sea-Coast 
establishment ; and, the Commanding Officer of the two 
Companies of Sea-Coast Men, stationed at Marblehead, 
is hereby directed and empowered to draft twenty-five 
men from each of said Companies, to be joined to said 
Company of Matrosses, which will then consist of one 
hundred men, officers included. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In Council: Ordered, That John Winthrop, Esq., with 
such as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee 



to prepare a Proclamation for a General Fast throughout 
this Colony. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Major Haivley and Mr. Hopkins are joined. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of Andrew Reed, to be Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel of the Third Regiment of Militia in the County of 
Lincoln, in the room of Edward Emmerson, who was non- 
concurred by the Council. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of Nicholas Holt, to be Lieutenant- 
Colonel in the Fifth Regiment of Militia in the County of 
Lincoln, in the room of Matthew Patten, who was non- 
concurred by the Council. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of Samuel Harnden, Esq., to be a Briga- 
dier for the County of Lincoln, in the room of Authur 
Noble, Esq., who was non-concurred by the Council. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, by a Re- 
solve of the General Court, passed the 19th of December 
last, all Officers and Soldiers who were, on the 19th of 
April and 17th of June last past, e'ngaged in battle with 
the Ministerial troops, and suffered loss of Clothing, Arms, 
and Accoutrements, should, on application made to the 
General Court, with sufficient evidence of their having 
sustained such loss, be compensated; and, whereas, the 
delaying to exhibit said Accounts may give occasion for 
frauds and impositions, 

Resolved, That all Officers and Soldiers, who sustained 
any loss of Clothing, Fire-Arms, Ammunition, Sic, by 
being engaged in battle with the Ministerial troops on the 
19th April and 17th of June last, are hereby noticed, that 
unless they shall exhibit a particular account of their losses 
to this Court, on or before the second Tuesday of the next 
sitting of the same, they will be deprived of the benefit of 
compensation; and, that this Resolve be printed in the 
Watertown and Cambridge Newspapers three weeks, suc- 
cessively. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

it the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice of the following gentlemen as Field-Officers for the 
Second Regiment of Militia in the County of Essex, viz : 
Jonathan Titcomb, Colonel ; Henry Morril, Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; Ralph Cross, Jun., First Major ; Winthrop Mcr- 
ril, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen as Field-Offi- 
cers of the Second Regiment of Militia in the County of 
Middlesex, viz : Jonathan Fox, Colonel ; Benjamin Broun, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; Timothy Walker, First Major; Jo- 
seph Bryant, Second Major. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

In Council: Whereas, it has been found necessary to de- 
posite in the hands of the Committees large sums of money 
for defraying the charges incurred in the present unhappy 
contest, and a balance is often left in the hands of such 
Committees, which sums, though they may be paid into the 
Treasury of this Colony, and a receipt given by the Trea- 
surer for the same ; yet, unless the Treasurer shall credit " 
the Colony for such sums, a loss may happen by such re- 
ceipt being mislaid or forgotten ; therefore, 

Ordered, That all such receipts be lodged with the 
Secretary, who, upon his receiving the same, shall imme- 
diately enter all such in a Book, to be by him kept for 
that purpose, to be produced when there shall be an adjust- 
ment of Treasurer's accounts ; and, all Committees who 
shall be hereafter intrusted with sums of publick Moneys, 
shall not be considered as discharged of such balances in 
their hands until they shall lodge the Treasurer's receipts 
in the Secretary's hands for the purpose aforesaid. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of the Eastern 
part of the County of Lincoln, setting forth : " that the In- 
dians of the St. John's and Passamaquoddy Tribes, are in 
great distress for the want of clothing and ammunition, which 
prevents their getting sufficient quantities of provisions to 
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support their families ; that the Government of Nova-Scotia 
have offered to supply them with all such necessaries, 
provided they will join the enemies of the United Colonies; 
that the said Tribes have informed us of said application 
from Nova-Scotia, and have declared their desire to join 
their brethren of the United Colonies, provided they could 
be supplied with such things as ihey wanted, and take their 
Furs in return for them for the same ; for which end, the 
said Tribes have sent three of their principal men to wait on 
your Honours, and that they appear to be very uneasy that 
something is not yet done for them. Your petitioners, 
apprehending, if said Indians are not supplied by your 
Honours, they will be necessitated to join our enemies, 
humbly pray your Honours would appoint a Truckmaster 
at Machias for that purpose." 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and committed 
to Mr, Story and Colonel Smith, with such as the honoura- 
ble Board may join ; and, the Committee are directed to 
confer with the Indians on the subject. 

In, Council: Read, and concurred, and Walter- Spooner, 
Esq., is joined. 

The Committee of both Houses appointed on the above 
Petition, report as follows, viz : That said Indians' place 
of abode is about eighty miles from Machias, and consists 
of about sixty families; they are in want of clothing, pro- 
visions, ammunition, and their fire-arms repaired. Your 
Committee are informed by Captain House, that he had 
traded with these Tribes, and that the trade was to the 
amount of sixteen hundred pounds, lawful money, annual- 
ly; and said Indians appear desirous of giving the trade to 
our Colony, provided we will supply them by putting a 
quantity of goods into the hands of a proper person to trade 
with them at Machias. Your Committee, also, find that 
John Steel, with two sons, will remove to Machias, and 
act as armourers, for soldiers' wages, provided he is allowed 
for the use of tools; and, that he has twelve and fourteen 
pounds in stock, that he will take down with bim for the 
Colony's use. Walter Spooner, per order. 

In Council: Read, and sent down. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That a 
Truckmaster be appointed by this Court to reside at Ma- 
chias, and that the sum of four hundred Pounds be paid out 
of the publick Treasury of this Colony to said Truckmas- 
ter, to enable him to procure such Ammunition and other 
articles of Goods as may be necessary to supply the said 
Indians with ; and, that he set the articles he shall supply 
them with, at a moderate advance, and take in return there- 
for their Furs and other things they may procure in hunting : 
he, the said Truckmaster, to be accountable to this Court 
for the said money, and his conduct in this affair. 

And it is, further Resolved, That John Steel be desired 
to repair to Machias as soon as may be, and there act as 
Armourer in repairing the said Indians' Guns, and such 
others as may be sent him by order of Court; and for his 
service, and the use of his Tools, there be allowed, and 
paid to him, after the rate of four Pounds per month, 
to commence from the time of his setting off from New- 
buryport till the further order of this Court ; and, that the 
said Truckmaster furnish the said Armourer with Stock 
to proceed in his business, and receive from the Indians, 
and others, such Pay on account of this Colony, as shall 
be reasonable for the stock, and work done. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, it appears 
from the state of Ordnance, Ordnance Stores, and Ammu- 
nition for small Arms, at Falmouth, in the County of Cum- 
berland, exhibited to this Court, that most of the Cannon 
■ there are unfit for use; and, that the quantity of Shot, 
Powder, and Flints, is very small ; and, as it is necessary for 
the general safety of the Province, and that part in parti- 
cular, that a supply of those articles should be immediately 
procured. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Commissary-General of this Colony 
be, and hereby is empowered and directed to procure as 
soon as possible, at the expense of this Colony, ten good 
Cannon, as follows, viz : three twelve-pounders, three nine- 
pounders, and four six-pounders, together with one hun- 
dred Round Shot for each Cannon, suitable for the same ; 
also, nine hundred weight of Powder, and one thousand 
Flints. 



In Council: Read, and concurred. 
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, February 13, 177S. 

Present in Council: Honourables Benjamin Groenlcaf, Caleb Cushing, 
Walter Spooner, John Whetcomb, Jcdediah Foster, James Prescott, 
Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, 
Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires. 

A Bill, entitled " An Act for ascertaining the number of 
Inhabitants in this Colony," having passed the House of 
Representatives, to be engrossed, 

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be engrossed. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That Jo- 
seph Henderson be appointed to lay the disbursements of 
this Colony, in defence of American liberty, before tho 
American Congress for approbation. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony to Jo- 
seph Henderson, the sum of thirty-five Pounds, to enable 
him to defray the expenses of his journey to Philadelphia, 
on account of this Colony. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Receiver-General of this Colony be, and is hereby em- 
powered and directed to make use of the Continental Mo- 
ney now in the Treasury, transmitted to this Colony by the 
honourable Continental Congress, as well as the Bills emit- 
ted by this Colony, for discharging all Warrants drawn 
upon him by the Council of this Colony. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of Jonathan Warner, Esq., a Brigadier 
for the County of Worcester, in the room of Brigadier 
Whetcomb, who declines that appointment. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of Ephraim Hartwcll, Quartermaster of 
the Regiment to be raised in Worcester, as a reinforcement 
to the American Army, to the 1st of April next, in room 
of Mr. Clap, who declines. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The Committee to 
whom was referred the consideration of Mr. Elias Hasket 
Derby's conduct in importing Coffee and other goods, from 
the Island of Dominica, contrary to the Resolves of Con- 
gress, have attended that service, and have exavnined tne 
several depositions in the case, as well as the orders given 
by Mr. Derby to Captain Lander, and heard several wit- 
nesses on the affair — upon the whole, are of opinion, that 
the said Captain Lander has acted quite contrary to the 
orders of his owners, and in direct violation of the Resolves 
of the Continental Congress. And as to Mr. DerEy's con- 
duct in this affair, the Committee are unanimously of opi- 
nion, that he has not, in the importation of those goods from 
Dominica, acted, in any way, contrary to the. Resolves of 
the Continental Congress, and that he ought not to be char- 
ged with the misconduct and misbehaviour of said Lander.. 

Resolved, That the Coffee, and such other articles as 
were imported contrary to the Association, in the Schooner 
William, Peter Lander, master, from Dominica, in th,& 
hands of the Committee of Correspondence, of the Town 
of Ipswich, and of the Town of Beverly, or in the hands 
of whoever else it be stored, at the charge and risk of the 
owner, and kept in safe custody until the further order o< 
this Court. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to consider 
the Petition of Philip Hodgslcins, making complaint against 
Colonel James Car gill; also, a Letter from Samuel Jor 
dan, Chairman of the Committee at Goldsborough, com 
plaining of Colonel Cargill; also, setting forth the state of 
several vessels detained by said Committee ; furthermore, 
requesting that a number of troops be stationed there ; and 
that the doings of Committees' in places not incorporated 
may be confirmed, have attended that service, and beg 
leave to report their opinion in several paragraphs, a? fol- 
lows, viz : .--—-. 
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That, as to the complaint of Philip Hodgskins against 
Colonel Cargill, for confinement, your Committee are of 
opinion that it is a matter cognizable before a civil rather 
than a legislative Court. 

That the said Hodgskins is worthy of the favourable 
notice of this Court, for his zeal in pursuing and taking the 
Sloop Advance, Nehemiah Eastman, Commander, on her 
return from Boston to Georgia. 

As to the complaint of the Committee of Goldsborough 
against said Cargill, no part thereof was supported ; there- 
fore, in our opinion, ought not to operate to the disadvan- 
tage of. said Colonel Cargill. Furthermore, as to the 
vessels detained by the Committee of Goldsborough, your 
Committee are humbly of opinion, that this Court has made 
sufficient provision already. 

Your Committee beg leave further to report as their 
opinion, that a Committee of both Houses be appointed to 
consider and report what is further necessary to be done in 
order to support and protect the people in the County of 
Lincoln, east of Penobscot-River. Also, how Committees 
shall be chosen in places not incorporated. 

Eldad Taylor, per order. 

' The Committee of both Houses on the Letter tins morn- 
ing received by this Court, from his Excellency General 
Washington, relative to supplying the Army with Fire- 
Arms, beg leave to report, by way of Resolve, viz : 

In Council : Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
in the several Counties of Suffolk, Essex, Middlesex, 
Hampshire, Worcester, Plymouth, York, and Bristol, to 
purchase, as early as possible, in the recess of this Court, 
all the good and effective Fire- Arms, which are to be ob- 
tained in the several towns in the Counties aforesaid, on the 
best terms they may be had, and forward them, without 
delay, to his Excellency General Washington, or_his order. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to his Excellency, 
to deliver to the Chairman of each Committee, for the se- 
veral Counties aforesaid, such sum or sums of money as 
may be sufficient to enable them to execute their commis- 
sion with care and despatch, they to be accountable to his 
Excellency for the same. 

In the Mouse of Representatives : Read, and accepted, 
and the following gentlemen are appointed for the purpose 
within expressed, viz : 

For the County of Suffolk : Captain Ellis, Mr. With- 
erton, Colonel Thayer, and Mr. Metcalf. 

For the County of Essex : Mr. Jewett, Captain Epes, 
Mr. Ingalls, and Mr. Johnson of Lynn. 

For the County of Middlesex : Colonel Barrett, Mr. 
Stickney, Colonel Perry, and Mr. Bryant. 

For the County of Hampshire : Captain Goodman, Mr. 
Cranson, Colonel Field, Major Ely, and Major Bliss. 

For the County of Worcester: Mr. Singletary, Captain 
Parker, Captain Moore, Mr. Slone, and Colonel Grout. 

For the County of Plymouth : Colonel Mitchell, Major 
Cushing, Major White, and Mr. Partridge. 

For the County of Bristol: Colonel Williams, Mr. Ha- 
thaway, Captain Tobey, Mr. Starkweather. 

For the County of York: Mr. Hovcy, Captain Brag- 
don, and Major Goodwin. 

In Council; Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, February 14, 1776. 
Present in Council : Honourables Benjamin Greenleaf, Walter Spooner, 
Caleb Cushing, Thomas Cushing, Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, 
TSIdad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Samuel Holten, 
JabezFisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires, 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, the inven- 
tion and industry of the inhabitants of this Colony have 
been excited by the barbarous policy of Britain, and by 
the encouragement given by the General Court, to seek 
internal resources of warlike stores, and have been so far 
successful, that much greater quantities of that capital ar- 
ticle, Saltpetre, has, and probably will be made here, than 
the Powder-Mills now erecting at Stoughton and Andover 
will be able to manufacture into gunpowder; and whereas, 
experience, and the present apparent designs of Adminis- 
tration strongly dictate the necessity of guarding against 
the want of that important article, which we presume 
may be done by encouraging individuals to erect Powder- 
Mills, 



Therefore, Resolved, That a bounty or premium of fifty 
Pounds shall be paid out of the Treasury of this Colony, 
to the person, or persons, who shall, at his or their own ex- 
pense, erect the first Powder-Mill in this Colony, other than 
the. aforementioned, capable of manufacturing at least fifty 
pounds weight of Powder per day; and shall make and 
manufacture therein one thousand pounds weight of good 
and merchantable Gunpowder, to be judged and approved 
of by a Committee to be appointed by this Court ; also, that 
a bounty, or premium, of thirty Pounds shall be paid out of 
the Treasury of this Colony to the person, or persons, who 
shall in like manner erect a second Powder-Mill, (other 
than those mentioned in the preamble,) and make and 
manufacture therein one thousand pounds weight of good 
merchantable Powder, to be judged and approved as afore- 
said. Provided always, the said Mills shall be erected, and 
the Powder manufactured therem, within six months from 
the 15th day of February current; and that the said Mills 
shall be erected within such towns or plantations as the 
General Court of this Colony shall license, or in the recess 
of the same, as shall be licensed by the Council ; and in 
such part or parts of such licensed town as shall be appro- 
ved by the major part of the Selectmen thereof. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice of the following gentlemen as Field-Officers for the 
First Regiment of Militia in the County of Essex, viz: 
Timothy Pickering, Jun., Colonel ; John Flagg, Lieute- 
nant-Colonel ; Joseph Sprague, First Major ; Daniel Par- 
ker, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
.choice of the following gentlemen as Majors in the Second 
Regiment of Militia in the County of Worcester, in the 
room of Jonas Houghton and Ebcnezer Jones, who have 
been non-concurred by the honourable Board, viz: Silas 
Bayley, First Major ; Ehenezer Jones, Second Major. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

Mr. Story came up with a message from the House, to 
inform, the Board that the House proposed to come lo the 
choice of a Truckmaster for Machias, by joint ballot of 
both Houses, at twelve o'clock. this day. _ 

Walter Spooner, Esquire, went down with a message to 
the House,' to inform them that the Board had agreed to 
the foregoing proposal of the honourable House. 

The Committee of both Houses appointed to sort and 
count the votes for a Truckmaster for Machias, reported 
that the number of votes cast were : 

On the part of the Board, 11 

On the part of the House, - - - - - 61 

Total, - - - - t - - 72 ? 
Thirty-seven made a vote; and that Mr. Stephens SmitTi 
was unanimously chosen. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That Rich- 
ard Devans, Esq., Commissary for this Colony, be, and 
hereby is added to the Committee appointed to examine, 
receive, purchase, and pay for Saltpetre. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That Col- 
onel Orne be, and he hereby is appointed to raise as soon 
as may be, and muster a Company of Matrosses, to be sta- 
tioned in the Town of Marblehead, agreeable to a Resolve 
passed the House of Representatives, the 10th instant, 
and that the following be a form of Inlistment for the said 
Company of Matrosses : 

We, the subscribers, do hereby engage and inlist our- 
selves as Matrosses in the service of the Massachusetts Co- 
lony, for the defence and. protection of the sea-coasts of said 
Colony, from the day of our inlistment to the last day of 
December, 1776, for the establishment of that purpose made, 
unless the said service shall admit of a discharge of a part 
or the whole sooner, which is to be determined by the Ge- 
neral Court of said. Colony, and we do hereby oblige our- 
selves to submit to all the orders and regulations of the 
Army, and faithfully to observe and obey all such orders 
as we shall from time to time receive from our superior 
officers. 

.... day of ... . . 1776. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
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In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to the 
Committee of this Court appointed to procure Wood for 
the Continental Army, the sum of one thousand Pounds 
more, to enable them to perform that service, they to be 
accountable to this Court for the same. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to Tho- 
mas Crafts, and others, the sum of three hundred Pounds, 
they being a Committee of this Court to receive and take 
care of the Inhabitants of the Town of Boston, coming out 
to Chelsea, to enable them to defray the expenses thereof. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice of the following gentlemen as Field-Officers for the 
First Regiment of Militia in the County of Suffolk, viz: 
William Mcintosh, Colonel ; Eleazer Weld, Lieutenant- 
Colonel; Aaron Guild, First Major; Abijah Draper, Se- 
cond Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas the Ho- 
nourable Joseph Frye, Esquire, who has been appointed by 
this Court to the command of the forces stationed at Fal- 
mouth, in the County of Cumberland, is appointed a Bri- 
gadier-General in the Continental Army ; and as it may 
be necessary, in case of his accepting said trust, to have 
some other person appointed to the command at Falmouth, 
before the next sitting of this Court : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Council be, and hereby 
are empowered to appoint some person to such command 
at Falmouth, on their being certified, in the recess of the 
Court, that the said Joseph Frye, Esquire, has accepted the 
appointment to the office of Brigadier-General as aforesaid. 

In Council ' : Read, and concurred. 

An engrossed Bill, entitled " An Act to encourage the 
fixing out of Armed Vessels for the defence of America," 
having passed the House of Representatives, to be enacted, 

In Council : Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be enacted. 

In the House of Representatives: The House made 
choice of Mr. John Lord, Surgeon of the Regiment to be 
raised in the County of Essex, to reinforce the American 
Army till the 1st of April next, in the room of 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, February 15, 177G. 

Present in Council : Honourables Benjamin Grcenloaf, Walter Spooner, 
Caleb Cashing, Thomas Cushing, John Whotcomb, Jedediah Foster, 
Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, 
Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, Jo]m Taylor, Benjamin 
White, Esquires. 

Iii the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Commissary-General of this Colony be, and hereby is di- 
rected to procure for the use of the Colony, twenty Field- 
Pieces of three-pounders each, instead of the^ twenty of 
several sizes, which by a former Resolve of this Court, 
he was directed to procure, any thing in said Resolve to the 
contrary notwithstanding. And, also, that the Commis- 
sary do advise with Colonel Burbeck, the Engineer, re- 
specting said pieces. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen as Field- 
Officers of the Third Regiment of Militia in the County of 
Worcester, viz : Ezra Wood, Colonel ; Joseph Chapin, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; Joseph Daniels, First Major; Caleb 
Whitney, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen as Field- 
Officers for the Third Regiment of Militia in the County 
of Essex, viz: Jonathan Cogswell, Jun., Colonel; Isaac 
Dodge, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Charles Smith, First Major ; 
Joseph Gould, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Commissary-General of this Colony be, and hereby is di- 
rected to deliver unto the Selectmen of the Town of Mar- 



blchcad, ten and-a-half barrels of Powder, as soon as "the 
state of the publick Magazines will admit thereof. 
In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, the hon- 
ourable the Continental Congress, have desired this Court 
to make application to the several Towns in this Colony, to 
know what quantity of Silver and Gold can be procured 
in exchange for the Continental Bills, as that sort of mo- 
ney is greatly wanted to support that part of the Army 
gone against Quebeck, 

Therefore, Resolved, That the persons hereafter named 
in each County of this Colony, be a Committee to make 
inquiry what money, in Silver and Gold, can be procured 
in exchange for Continental Bills; and the same Committee 
are required to obtain subscriptions in their several Counties 
of all persons who are willing, in this time of danger and 
distress, to exchange hard money for said Bills, and that 
each person set down against his name, the amount of such 
sum as he is ready to exchange, and that the said Com- 
mittee make report of their doings therein, on the second 
day of the next sitting of this Court, and that Mr. Perry, 
Colonel Lovell, and Colonel Davis, for the County of Suf- 
folk ; Colonel Orne, Major Cross, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. 
Phillips, for the County of Essex ; Mr. Halt, Colonel Bar- 
rett, and Mr. Ilobart, for the County of Middlesex ; Major 
Hawley, Major Ely, Colonel Bliss, Colonel Field, and Cap- 
tain Goodman, for the County of Hampshire; Mr. Cushing, 
Mr. Turner, and Major White, for the County of Ply- 
mouth; Colonel Otis and Colonel' .Doon, for the County 
of Barnstable ; Mr. Durfee, Colonel Bowers, Colonel God- 
frey, and Colonel Carpenter, for the County of Bristol ; 
Captain Parker, Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Rawson, Mr. Single- 
ton, Mr. Bancroft, and Mr. Wheeler, for the County of 
Worcester; Mr. Curtis, Mr. Whiting, and Mr. Dickinson, 
for the County of Berkshire ; Captain Bragdon, Mr. Ho- 
Dey,and Colonel Sawyer, for the County of York; Mr. .Free- 
man, Brigadier Thompson, and Mr. Fabyan, for the County 
of Cumberland; Mr. Rice, Captain Howard, Major Se- 
ivall, and Colonel Jones, for the County of Lincoln; Colo- 
nel Norton, for Dukes County, and Mr. Stephen Hussey, 
for the County of Nantucket, be a Committee for the pur- 
pose, and that Mr. D ( <vis give notice to Mr. Hussey of his 
being appointed for the purpose aforesaid. 

In Council : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives; The House made 
choice of Jonathan Reed, as Colonel of the Sixth Regi- 
ment of Militia for the County of Middlesex, in the room 
of Oliver Prescott, Esquire, elected Brigadier; and at the 
same time made choice of Josiah Sartell, as Lieutenant- 
Colonel, of the same Regiment, in the room of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Reed elected Colonel ; and Jonathan Minoi, First 
Major, in the room of Major Sartell, elected Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; and, also, Samuel Stone, Second Major, in the 
room of Jonathan Minot, elected First Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Petition of Hannah Goldthwait, late of Boston, in the 
County of Suffolk, setting forth : " that for some time past, 
she bath been under low and declining circumstances, she 
hath been. obliged to contract divers debts which she. hath 
no way of discharging, but by the tender usage of her kind 
husband, who by his publick office is obliged to remain in 
Boston; and that none of her creditors might by her /pis- 
fortunes suffer thereby, he, her said spouse, did confide in 
Mr. White, of Marblehead, to bring out of said Boston, and 
deliver to her a certain sum of money for the purpose 
aforesaid; the said Hannah, having heard that the said 
sum of money hath been taken into custody by the ho- 
nourable Court, she humbly desires that the said sum of 
money might be returned to her for her relief and support." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Hannah Goldthwait, or order, the sum of sixty Pounds, 
for the purpose mentioned in her Petition. 

hi Council: Read, and concurred, 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to Cap- 
tain Jeremiah Obrien, the siim of seven hundred and 
sixty-three Pounds, six Shillings and one Penny, in full of 
said Obrien' 's Muster- Roll, to 1st instant. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 
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Memorial of James Car gill, of Newcastle, in the Coun- 
ty of Lincoln, setting forth to your Honours: "that the 
schooner Dolphin was, by order of the honourable Court, 
committed to his care ; and that your memorialist fitted 
her with two new masts, also, with carpenter and smith's 
work to fit her for use ; and, also, ordered Andrew Reed, 
Jun., to coast in said schooner to Portsmouth and New- 
hury, in order to get rigging for her, which she was very 
scant off. Said schooner was ordered to proceed on busi- 
ness the 1st of January last. Your memorialist would be 
glad of your Honour's directions concerning said schooner. 

In the House of Representatives : On the Petition of 
James Cat sill, Resolved, That Colonel Cargill be allow- 
ed 10 detain the abovesaid Schooner, till further order of 
this Court, and be accountable for her earnings when re- 
quired. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of the following gentlemen as Field-Offi- 
cers of the Fourth Regiment of Militia for the County of 
Middlesex, viz : Henry Gardner, Esq., Colonel ; EzelcieJ 
How, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jonathan Hapgood, First Ma- 
jor ; Cyprian How, Second Major. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday, February 16, 1776. 

Present in Council : Honourables Benjamin Groenleaf, Walter Spooner, 
Caleb Cushing, Thomas Cushing, John Whetcornb, Jedediah Foster, 
Rldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, 
Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin 
White, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : The House made 
choice, by ballot, of Joseph Gilbert as Colonel of the 
Fourth Regiment of Militia, in the County of Worcester, 
in the room of Colonel Warner, elected Brigadier. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives ; Resolved, That the 
honourable Council be empowered to supply his Excel- 
lency General Washington with the three thousand pounds 
of Powder which may arrive in the recess of the Court, or 
any part thereof. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : (Blank.) 

In the House of Representatives : The Pay-Roll of the 
honourable Members of the House, with their travel and 
attendance, was made, and allowed by the House. 

In Council: Read, and allowed ; and 

Ordered, That a warrant be drawn on the Treasury for 
the sum of two thousand two hundred and seventy-four 
Pounds ten Shillings, in full of said Roll, 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Commissary-General be, and he is hereby empowered 
and directed to deliver to his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, or his order, such Colony Fire-Arms as are in his 
keeping, that are fit for service, he paying the price they 
shall be set at by a Committee to be appointed by this 
Court to appraise the same; and that Captain Brown, of 
Watertown, Colonel Thatcher, and Major Fuller, be a 
Committee for that purpose, who are directed to keep an 
account of the number of the Guns so appraised, and the 
amount thereof, and to report the same to this Court. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

A Letter from Henry Laurens,* President of the Coun- 
cil of Safety of their sister Colony of South- Carolina, re- 
lative to raising Seamen in this Colony, for the service of 
that. 

In Council: Read, and Ordered, That Walter Spooner 

* In the Council op Safety, Charlestown, South-Carolina, De- 
c emher 31, 1776 — Gentlemen: The bearer, Captain Robert Cochran, 
being sent by us to procure seamen in your Colony for thodefenco of 
this, we take the liberty of requesting that you will afford him every 
assistance in your power, which he may want in this business. 

From your zeal in the common cause of America, we doubt not that 
he will meet with your support and countenance. Be assured that wo 
shall think ourselves happy in rendering any service to our brethren in 
£he Massachusetts-Bay, and testify upon every occasion the esteem and 
regard which we have for your honourable Board. 

By order of the Council of Safety : Henrv Laurens, President. 

To the Honourable the President »nd Members of the Council of Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay . 

The Committee to. whom was referred the consideration of ilie fore, 
going Letter havo attended that service, and beg leave to report that 



and Thomas Cushing, Esquires, with such as the honour- 
able House shall join, be a Committee to consider the 
same, and report. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred, 
and Colonel Ornc, Brigadier Thompson, and Mr. Brown 
of Boston, are joined on the part of the House. 

In the House of Representatives : The House taking 
into consideration the disbursements, expenses, and time 
of services of the Honourable Thomas Cushing, Esquire, 
a late Member of the Continental Congress on the part of 
this Colony ; thereupon, 

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred and forty-six 
Pounds eight Shillings be allowed and paid to Thomas 
Cushing, Esquire, for two hundred and forty-four days' 
attendance on the business of the Colony at the Conti- 
nental Congress the last year ; his Account of disburse- 
ments and expense for the Colony to be considered and 
acted upon the next session of the General Assembly. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Inthe House of 'Representatives : Ordered, That the Roll 
of the Company who marched from Stockbridge, under Cap- 
tain Brown, for the reduction of Ticonderoga, be committed 
to the Committee on Minute and Militia-Rolls. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, the Colony 
cannot be supplied with a sufficient quantity of Paper for 
its own consumption, without the particular care of its in- 
habitants in saving rags for the Paper-Mills: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committees of Corres- 
pondence, Inspection, and Safety, in the several Towns in 
this Colony, be, and they hereby are required immedi- 
ately to appoint some suitable person, in their respective 
towns, (where it is not already done,) to receive rags for 
the Paper-Mills; and the inhabitants of this Colony are 
hereby desired to be very careful in saving even the small- 
est quantities of rags proper for making Paper, which will 
be a further evidence of their disposition to promote the 
publick good. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

An engrossed Bill, entitled "An Act for carrying into 
execution a Resolve of the American Congress for ascer- 
taining the number of Inhabitants in this Colony," having 
passed the House of Representatives, to be enacted, 

In Council : Read a second time, and passed a concur- 
rence, to be enacted. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.* 

Captain Robert Cochran be allowed to inlist a number of seamen for 
the purpose mentioned inthe letter, and that the Council of this Colony 
give him a permit for that purpose. All which is submitted. 

Walter Spooner, per order. 
In Council, February 16, 1776 : Read, and accepted, and thereupon 
Resolved, That Captain Robert Cochran be permitted bytho major part 
of the Council to inlist a number of seamen for the defence of South. 
Carolina, not exceeding three hundred men, out of the inhabitants of 
this Government, excepting such as are employed in the Continental 
Army in the armed vessels fitted out, either by this Colony or any of 
the inhabitants thereof, or in the forces raised by this Government for 
the defence of the sea-coast, (A.) Sent down for concurrence. 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

* LETTERS TO THE COMMITTEES OP MACHIAS AND NORTHAMPTON, ON LIEUTB. 
NANT KNiailT'S PLANS. 

Gentlemen : Yours of the 29th of January last, by Captain Willard, 
to the President of the Council, is now before us. The subject matter 
thereof hath been duly considered. Although we could wish that the 
plans in possession of Lieutenant Knight had been detained, yet we aro 
far from censuring tho inhabitants ol Machias for not doing it. Wo 
are informed they are now in his hands — some steps will be taken to 
secure them. We approve the measures you bavo taken with regard to 
Lieutenant Spry's goods. You will safely retain the whole in your 
possession, until the further order of this Court. 

Gentlemen: We are informed that Lieutenant Knight, now confin- 
ed to the town of Northampton, hath in his possession some valuable 
and important plans, which, if they should fail into the hands of our 
enemies, would not only deprive us of an actual survey of our own sea- 
coast, but enable them with more facility to annoy and distress us. 
You will, therefore, take all such plans, minutes, and sketches, which 
he may have relative thereto, into your possession, and safely keep them 
until the further order of this Court, and advise this Court of your 
doings. 

In Council, February 16, 1776 : Read, and accepted, and Ordered, 
That the first Letter herein mentioned be signed by the Secretary, by 
order of tho General Court, and be sent to the Committee of Safety at 
Machias; and that the last recited Letter be signed by the Secretary by 
order aforesaid, and bo sent to the Committee of Correspondence of 
Northampton. Sent down for concurrence. 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 
- Inthe House op Representatives, February 17, 1776: Read, and 
concurred. _ _ William Cooper, Speaker pro tcm. 
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Saturday, February 17, 177G. 
Present in Council : Honourables Benjamin Greenleaf, Walter Spooner, 
Caleb Gushing, Thomas Cushing, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, 
Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, 
Samuel floltcn, Jabez Fisher, Mosca Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin 
White, Esquires, 

Petition of Benjamin Crocker of Falmouth, setting forth : 
" that there is due to him, and others, of Falmouth, large 
sums of money, to the amount of about seven hundred 
pounds sterling, in the Islands of Tobago and Grenada. 
He, therefore, humbly prays that your Honours would per- 
mit him to sail from Falmouth (in a vessel in ballast) to 
said Islands, in order to collect the aforementioned sums." 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, ThatUcn- 
iamin Crocker be allowed to go in a Vessel, of which him- 
self is master, to the West-Indies, in order to collect any 
moneys which may be due to him, and others, there, he 
giving bonds, with sufficient sureties, in the sum of one 
thousand Pounds to the Treasurer of this Colony, that he 
will not carry in said Vessel any cash or produce of the 
Colonies, and that he will return to some port of the 
United Colonies, (other than Boston, Nantucket, or New- 
York,) with the proceeds of the collection of such debts, 
and not purchase Goods from any Island contrary to the 
Continental Association ; and, it is hereby recommended 
to the said Crocker, to purchase Arms, Ammunition, or any 
kind of Military Stores, enumerated in a late Resolulion of 
the Congress, if there to be obtained ; and, that the Com- 
mittee of Inspection of Falmouth be, and hereby are di- 
rected to see that there be no more Provisions carried off 
in said Vessel, than what is necessary for victualling the 
people belonging to her in said voyage. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That there 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to 
Philip Hodgskins, and others, the sum of four hundred 
Pounds, to supply the necessities of the Inhabitants be- 
tween Penobscot and Goldsborough. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, it is of the 
utmost consequence, that there be procured a sufficient 
quantity of Sulphur, for manufacturing into Gunpowder the 
Saltpetre that may be oblained : 

Resolved, That there be allowed, and paid out of the 
Treasury of this Colony, for every pound of good and mer- 
chantable Sulphur that shall be refined from mines and ores 
within this Colony, and delivered to the Commissary-Ge- 
neral of this Colony before the 1st day of July next, a 
bounty of nine Pence per pound, in addition to the like 
sum which the Committee of this Court for procuring that 
article are already directed to give ; the venders of such 
Sulphur producing a certificate from the major part of the 
Selectmen of any town where such Sulphur is refined, cer- 
tifying in what Town and County within this Colony the 
same was produced and refined; and that Captain Brown 
get this Resolve printed in the several Newspapers. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Resolved, That the 
Committee lately appointed to build, rig, and fix ten arm- 
ed Sloops be, and they hereby are empowered, to suspend 
contracting for more than five of that number, until, upon 
making full inquiry, they shall have a probable prospect of 
obtaining the necessary materials for rigging and equip- 
ping the same ; and, instead thereof, said Committee are 
hereby authorized, also to purchase, rig, and fix five 
suitable Vessels already built, for the purpose of defence, 
of any other denomination and dimensions than those spe- 
cified in a former Resolve, according to their best discre- 
tion ; and, said Committee are further empowered to im- 
port, at the risk and expense of this Colony, any materials 
they shall find necessary for rigging and fixing any of the 
aforesaid Vessels, as they shall judge best, not infringing 
upon any Resolves of the Continental Congress. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

Mr. Phillips came up with a message from the House, 
to desire the Board to suspend granting the commissions of 
General Officers, and Brigadiers of this Colony, till the 
next sitting of the General Court. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That Mr. 
Di« and Major Johnson be added to the Committee on the 
Rolls of the Militia and Minute-Men, who are to sit in the 



recess of this Court, so long as a quorum of the Council 
shall sit. 

In Council: Read, and concurred. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to make in- 
quiry after virgin Lead, Sic, beg leave to report, that a 
sub-Committee has been to Northampton and examined 
the Lead-Mine there, which has been worked, and in 
which, as Mr. Clapp, Clerk of the Works, informed us, 
much loss had been sustained. He, also, told us that Mr. 
Bowdoin, Colonel Ward, and Mr. Hedge, were the pre- 
sent proprietors ; that they owned about two hundred and 
twenty-five acres of land, had a Storehouse, Stamping-Mill, 
and Smelting-House ; that they would sell their estate 
there for one thousand pounds, lawful money, as he be- 
lieved that their land is bounded about half a mile upon a 
river, upon which is said Mill. Said Clapp also said, 
that many assays had been made upon the ore, and it pro- 
duced, in that small way, from fifty to seventy-five per 
cent. Lead ; but, in smelting in the large way of business, 
they could not produce any Lead, but it all ran into glass, 
they not understanding the business. He said that they 
stamped and washed the ore, and in that state, without 
smelting, they sold in considerable quantities to the potters. 

The sub-Committee are of opinion, that if the present 
proprietors' right be purchased, it will be necessary to pur- 
chase other lands, perhaps to the amount of one thousand 
pounds, lawful money, more, so as to command the river 
roads, and the summit of the mountains, in which, it is 
likely, are better mines than that which has been open- 
ed ; and, as the buildings are much out of repair, and 
others will be needed to carry on the business, it will re- 
quire at least one thousand pounds, lawful money, more, to 
set the work in a good way of business. There will be 
twelve or fourteen miles cartage to water carriage. 

The sub-Committeeliave, also, examined a Lead-Mjne 
in Southampton, very convenient for working and water J 
but, as this had not been opened, and the winter prevent- 
ing, they could not make full discovery of the quantity. 
They, also, examined a Mine in Worcester, but its situa- 
tion would not admit of its being worked. 

The sub-Committee brought from Northampton someof 
the ore, and obtained Mr. Clarke to make an assay.in 
doing which he saved twenty-five per cent. Lead, and he 
supposed that he washed or lost in the operation twenty- 
five per cent. more. They have, also, endeavoured to 
have another assay made by Mr. Hurd, but, his fire-place 
being very small, the assay failed, he not being able to raise 
a sufficient heat. 

The Committee beg leave to sit again, and desire to be 
instructed whether they shall now transmit this Report to 
the American Congress, or wait for further light in this 
matter, and, also, whether they shall examine into the pro- 
cess, &c, of the Lead- Works now carrying on at Middle- 
town, in Connecticut. ^ m j 
' Eldad Iaitlok, per order. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and that the said 
Committee be directed to sit again, and transmit a copy 
of the foregoing Report to the American Congress, and, 
also, to examine into the process, fcc.,ofthe Lead-Works 
now carrying on at Middletown, Connecticut, and report. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Whereas, the Admi- 
nistration of Great Britain, by their despotick and cruel 
measures, from time to time, and finally by shedding the 
blood of the inhabitants of the British- American Colonies, 
has obliged us to take up arms for our defence, and thereby 
we are engaged in an unnatural war, which. has, in a con- 
siderable degree, prevented the importation of Bread, 
Corn, Flour, and other articles of subsistence and defence, 
into this Government, from the neighbouring Colonies, 
whereby great part of the usual supply is cut short ; and, as 
the sea-coasts of this Colony are surrounded with ships-of- 
war and cutters, which makes it necessary for our defence 
an armed force should be stationed in various parts thereof, 
which army cannot be subsisted and defended without^an 
importation of those supplies, and it being of great impor- 
tance proper measures should be pursued, to prevent the 
distresses that may arise from the want of the said articles ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That Thomas Durfee, Esq., Da- 
niel Davis, Esq., Captain Josiah Batchelder, with such as 
the honourable Board may join, be, and they are hereby, 
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appointed a Committee to agree for, and fix out, with all 
possible despatch, on account of this Colony, on the best 
terms, as many vessels as may be sufficient for the im- 
porting ten thousand barrels of Flour, two thousand casks 
of Rice, and one hundred tons of Pig-Iron, from any of the 
Southern Colonies that shall to them appear most safe, and 
maybe effected in the most expeditious manner; and that 
the said Committee deliver unto the Commissary-General 
of this Colony the aforesaid Flour, Rice, and Iron, when 
imported, taking his receipt for the same. 

And it is further Resolved, That there be paid out of 
the publick Treasury of this Colony, into the hands of said 
Committee, the sum of eighteen thousand Pounds, for the 
above purpose, said Committee to be accountable to this 
Court for the same. 

* In Council: Read, and concurred, and Waller Spooner 
and Moses Gill, Esquires, are joined. 

In Council: Whereas, Benjamin Greenleaf, Esquire, 
was appointed one of the Committee of this Court for 
building sundry sloops-of-war, and his attendance at the 
Council is necessary for the despatch of the important 
business of this Colony, on which account he has desired 
to be excused from the service of building the said sloops : 

Therefore, Ordered, That Richard Derby, Esquire, 
be appointed on said Committee for building the said 
Sloops, in his room. 

In the House of Representatives : Read, and concurred. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That Mr. 
Phillips, Colonel Brooks, and Mr. Vose, with such as the 
honourable Board may join, be a Committee to make some 
further experiments of the Saltpetre that is manufactured 
in this Colony. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Lin- 
coln and John Taylor, Esquires, are joined. 

Adjourned to Monday morning, ten o'clock. 



Monday, February 19, 1776. 

Present in Council: Honourables Benjamin Greenleaf, Walter Spoon. 
er, Caleb Cushing, Thomas Cushing, John Whetcomb, Samuel Hoi. 
ten, Eldad Taylor, Jedediah Foster, Benjamin Lincoln, Michael 
Farley, Joseph Palmer, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Ben. 
jamin White, Esquires. 

Major Haivley, Colonel Freeman, Major Fuller, Mr. 
Cheever, and Captain Goodman, came up with a message 
from the House, to acquaint the Board the House is de- 
sirous of a conference with both Houses, (immediately, if 
the Board pleases,) on the subject of regulating Law Pro- 
cesses in Civil Causes, and the Proceedings of the Inferior 
Courts of Common Pleas in the several Counties of this 
Colony, until some days in the sitting of this Court after 
their next meeting. 

Thomas Cushing, Esquire, went down with a message 
to inform the House that they agreed to the foregoing pro- 
posal of the House, and that, as the Council-Chamber 
was not sufficient to hold both Houses, the Board proposed 
that the Conference be held in the Meeting-House, and 
that the Board were ready to attend, whenever the House 
should signify to the Board that they were ready. 

Colonel Freeman came up with a message from the 
House, to inform the Board that the House are now ready 
to proceed on the proposed Conference, and that they had 
proposed, also, that the President of the Council should 
preside at the Conference. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That Ma- 
jor Hawley, Mr. Speaker, Colonel Broojcs, Major Fuller, 
and Major Bliss, with such as the honourable Board may 
join, be a Committee to consider what is proper to be done 
with respect to regulating Proceedings in Civil Causes, 
&c, and report. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Green- 
leaf, Walter Spooner, Thomas Cushing, Jedediah Foster, 
Esquires, are joined. 

In the House of Representatives : Ordered, That . . . 

be a Committee, with such as the honourable 

Board may join, to take into consideration a Letter from 
the Honourable James Otis, Esquire, relative to a French 
Vessel cast on shore on the Cape. 

In Council: Read and concurred, and Benjamin Lin- 
coln, Joseph Palmer, and Moses Gill, Esqs., are joined. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



Tuesday, February 20, 1776. 
Present in Council : Honourables Benjamin Greenleaf, Walter Spoon, 
er, Caleb Cushing, Thomas Cushing, John Whetcomb, Samuel Bol- 
ten, Jabez Fisher, Jedediah Foster, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, 
Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Esquires. 

In the House of Representatives : It having been the 
laudable practice of this Government, to recommend and 
appoint days for fasting and prayer, upon solemn and spe- 
cial occasions, besides our Annual Fast ; and as this Court 
apprehend, that the present time is big with the most im- 
portant events, to this and the other Colonies, and that 
these events are in the hands of the Supreme Governour 
of the Universe, 

Therefore, unanimously Resolved, That the honourable 
Board be, and hereby are desired to set apart Thursday, 
the 7th day of March next, to be observed as a Day of 
Solemn Humiliation and Prayer, devoutly to implore of 
Almighty God, that the vocal dispensations of Providence, 
in the peculiar events which have lately taken place, may 
be duly resented, and the great end for which they are de- 
signed, happily accomplished. That He will, also, com- 
mand His blessings upon our Council and Arms in the pre- 
sent struggle with Great Britain, for those inestimable 
rights, civil and religious, with which God and Nature has 
invested us, and made it our duty to endeavour at every 
hazard to hand down to posterity; and that they cause 
a Proclamation to be immediately issued, and sent to the 
several Ministers and Pastors of the several denominations 
of Christians in this Colony, for the purpose aforesaid. 

In Council : Read, and concurred, and Ordered, That 
Benjamin Greenleaf, Thomas Cushing, and Jedediah Fos- 
ter, be a Committee to draft a Proclamation for the pur- 
pose aforesaid, and report. 

fn the House of Representatives : Whereas, it is proba- 
ble, it may be found for the interest of the Colony, that 
part of quantities of the Flour and Rice, lately ordered to 
be imported from the Southward, should be brought into 
some port eastward of Boston, 

Resolved, That in addition to the Committee already 
appointed to procure the same, there be chosen from that 
part of the Province, two more for the same purpose, 
and Major Cross is accordingly chosen on the part of tbis 
House. 

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Green- 
leaf, Esquire, is joined. 

Mr. Brown came up with a message from the House, to 
inform the major part of the Council, that the House had 
now no business of a publick nature before them, and that 
they desired a recess to the 20th March next. 

Mr. Phillips came up with a message from the House, 
to inform the major part of the Council, that the Houss 
had reconsidered their former request, and desired to be 
adjourned or prorogued to the 13th of March next. 

The Secretary went down with a verbal message to the 
House, from the major part of the Council, which he, de- 
livered in the words following, viz: 

Mr. Speaker: I am directed by their Honours, of the 
major part of the Council, to acquaint the honourable 
House that they have consented to the enactment of the, 
following Bills : 

A Bill for assessing a Tax of seventy-five thousand 
Pounds, to defray the charges of this Colony. 
A Bill for regulating the Militia of this Colony. 
A Bill for altering the places of holding the Courts of 
Law in the County of Suffolk. 

A Bill to enable the Inhabitants of Falmouth to support 
prosecutions against persons who have in possession goods 
taken from said Inhabitants during the late fire. 

A Bill for reviving a number of Laws that are expired, 
or near expiring. 

A Bill to encourage the fixing out of Armed Vessels for 
the defence of America. 

A Bill for carrying into execution a Resolve of the 
American Congress, for ascertaining the number of Inha- 
bitants in this Colony. 

And they have seen fit to adjourn the Great and Gene- 
ral Court of this Colony to Wednesday, the 13th day of 
March next, at ten o'clock, A. M., to which lime and 
place the said General Court is, accordingly, 

Adjourned. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday, November 99, 1775. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Bowers go up 
to the honourable Board, and acquaint them that a Quorum 
of the House are met, and now proceeding on business; 
who reported, that he had delivered, the message. 

A Letter from his Excellency General Washington, of 
this day, to the General Assembly. 

Read, and thereupon Ordered, That Mr. Gardner, 
Mr. Pitts, and Colonel Orne, with such as the honourable 
Board shall join, be a Committee to take the same into 
consideration, and report. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Captain Sharp and Mr. 
Boardman be added to the Committee for providing con- 
veyances for the Poor of Boston, as they shall be sent out 
of that town. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
the Rev. Mr. Gordon, desiring to be excused from further 
serving the House as a Chaplain. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That the House will now come 
to the choice of a Chaplain. 

Ordered, That Mr. Raivson, Mr. Wheeler, and Mr. 
Cooper, be a Committee to sort and count the votes. 

Who reported, that Dr. Cooper was unanimously chosen. 

Ordered, That Mr. Rawson wait on Dr. Cooper, and 
acquaint him of this choice. 

The House then adjourned, to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 



Thursday, November 30, 1775. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
the President of the Continental Congress, enclosing a 
Letter from the Continental Agents, dated London, Sep- 
tember 2, 1775, giving information of their having present- 
ed the Petition of said Congress, and that no answer would 
be given. Read and sent up. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
the President of the Continental Congress, dated Philadel- 
phia, November I, 1775, enclosing a number of Resolves of 
Congress. 

Read, and Ordered, That Mr. Gardner, Major Cross, 
and Colonel Bowers, with such as the honourable Board 
shall join, consider said Resolves, and report. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Committee for pre- 
paring Accounts for the Continental Congress, have liberty 
to take out of the Clerk's files such Vouchers as they may 
need to accomplish that business. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board the Letter from General Washington, sent up yes- 
terday, with the Report of a Committee thereon, signed 
Benjamin Lincoln, per order. 

In Council, November 30th, 1775: Read and accepted ; 
and thereupon, Resolved, That Joseph Palmer, Esquire, 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Commit- 
tee to wait on his Excellency General Washington, and 
with the General Officers, to devise some method whereby 
the deficiency in the Army, which may be caused by the 
Connecticut Forces leaving the service, and the furloughs 
grunted io part of the Forces inlisled for the next year, 
can be supplied, and make report: And also, that Ben- 
jamin Lincoln, Esq., with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Committee to prepare a draft of a Letter to 
his Excellency General Washington, in answer to the last 
paragraph in said Letter, showing the reasons of this Co- 
lony's paying their men by lunar months. (A.) That it is 
not an innovation, and that it is matter of concern to this 
Court, that while we are doing justice to our men by com- 
plying with our contract with them, that it should produce 
disorder in the Army. (B.) 

Read and concurred, with the amendment at A. B., 
viz: dele from A to B. And Mr. Speaker and Colonel 
Bowers are joined on the Committee, to wait on his Ex- 
cellency General Washington, with the other General 
Officers ; and Colonel Orne and Mr. Gerry are joined on 
the Committee, to report a Letter to his Excellency, in 
answer to the last paragraph in his Letter. 

A Petition from the Selectmen of Newbury, praying an 
allowance for their trouble and expense in providing and 
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collecting Blankets, Provisions, and Clothing, for the use of 
the Army, in obedience to repeated orders from Congress, 
and Committee of Supplies. And also, payment for pro- 
vision and other articles procured for the men who marched 
on the 19th of April. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Gardner, Mr. Hopkins, 
and Mr. Bryant. 

A Petition from a Committee in behalf of the Town of 
Mendon, praying payment for Provisions expended for the 
subsistence of four Companies, who marched from that 
town on the 19th of April. 

Read, and committed to the Committee on accounts of 
this nature. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That all Petitions from the 
Selectmen of the several Towns for allowance of charges, 
that have arisen by their procuring and conveying Provi- 
sions to their Soldiers on and about the 19th of April, be 
presented immediately to the Committee for considering 
accounts of that nature, without being first presented to this 
House. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Winthrop Gray be 
of the Committee for providing conveyances for the Poor 
of Boston, in the room of Mr. Pierce. 

Mr. Rawson reported, that he had waited on Doctor 
Cooper, and that the Doctor's health, situation, and other 
engagements, would not admit of his attending the House 
as a Chaplain. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Colonel 
Barret, and Major Cross, be a Committee to make inquiry 
and nominate to this House some suitable person to officiate 
as a Chaplain, and also for proper accommodations for his 
residence in this town, if necessary. 



— Afternoon. 

A Petition of Nathan Wheeler, setting forth : " that 
though he had inlisled a considerable number of soldiers, 
he failed of a commission, by reason of the person from 
whom he received his orders, being deemed unworthy to 
have a regiment ; that notwithstanding, he has continued 
in the service as a subaltern officer, and was in the late 
action at Charlestown, but has not received any establish- 
ment whereby he can be intituled to pay until the first of 
July ;" and praying the interposition of this Court. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Crane, Mr. Pitts, and Col- 
onel Thayer. 

A Petition of John Stevens, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Safety and Correspondence of the Town of Glou- 
cester, praying for Cannon, Ammunition, more Soldiers, 
and a number of Artillerymen, with a Field Officer to com- 
mand the Troops stationed there, and the Militia when 
necessary, for trie further defence of that Harbour. 

Read, and committed to Captain Batchelder, Mr. Crane, 
and Mr. Hopkins. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Major Johnson, Colonel 
Thayer, and Mr. Nye, be a Committee to inquire whether 
the Commissary-General of this Colony and his Deputies 
have a right to make contracts with Bakers, and whether 
such contracts have been made. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Mr, 
Story, and Mr. Gerry, be a Committee to bring in a Re- 
solve empowering the Standing Committee of this House 
on Accounts, to pass on Accounts of Innholders, for afford- 
ing entertainment to Soldiers on their march from their 
homes to the Army, and also to Prisoners and their Guards, 
and for the support of sick Soldiers and Indians. 

The House then adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday, December 1, 1775, 

A Petition of Thomas Livermore, in behalf of a num- 
ber of Prisoners in the Jail at Ipsivich, setting forth, that 
they are in great need of Clothing, and praying relief. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Story, Captain Gates, and 
Colonel Spaulding. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for en- 
larging the Commission of the Standing Committee on 
Accounts reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee of the House 
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on Accounts be, and they hereby are directed to receive 
and examine all the Accounts of Tavernkeepers which 
shall be presented to this House in consequence of a Re- 
solve of the Court of the 7th of November last, and that 
ihey certify on such Accounts the sums that are due to 
such Taverners, whose Accounts shall be vouched agree- 
able to said Resolve; and having thus proceeded, they are 
further directed to deliver them to the Committee which 
shall be hereafter appointed to receive and pass upon the 
Muster-Roils of the Militia and Minute-Men ordered in 
said Resolve, and not to send them without further direc- 
tions, to the Committee of Council appointed to concur, 
and make payment of such Accounts as shall have been 
passed by the first-mentioned Committee. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Dr. Fletcher be added 
to the Standing Committee on Accounts, to assist them in 
passing on such Accounts as may be exhibited against the 
Colony by Physicians and Surgeons. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter re- 
ceived from Colonel Joseph Otis, of Barnstable. 

Whereupon Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Mr. Cald- 
well, and Mr. Story, with such as the honourable Board 
shall join, be a Committee to take the same into consider- 
ation, and to inquire into the conduct of the people at Nan- 
tucket and Martha's Vineyard, and report. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Report of a Com- 
mittee appointed to wait on the General Officers, and con- 
fer with them on the measures proper to be taken that our 
lines may be duly defended at this crisis. 

— Afternoon. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Lovell, Captain 
Toby, and Captain Knowles, be a Committee to receive all 
Petitions and Accounts of those who received wounds from 
the enemy on and since the 19th of April. 

A Petition from John Tidd; also from Joseph Cornell; 
also from Dennison Wallis; setting forth, that they sus- 
tained losses and suffered wounds from the enemy on the 
19th of April ; also a Petition of Alexander Parr en, repre- 
senting that he is rendered incapable of serving his country 
any longer as a soldier, or supporting his family, by means 
of a wound received in the battle on Bunker's Hill; and 
praying consideration. 

Read, and committed to the Committee appointed this 
day to receive Petitions of this nature. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board a Memorial from General Frye, setting forth the 
importance of Falmouth Town and Neck, the works that 
are there prepared, and the necessity of further provision 
for the safety of that Post. 

Read, and Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Colonel Sawyer, 
and Colqnel Barrett, with such as the honourable Board 
shall join, be a Committee to take into consideration this 
Memorial, and report. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker and Col- 
onel Orne, with such as the honourable Board shall join, 
be a Committee to acquaint his Excellency General Wash- 
ington with the importance of Cape-Cod Harbour, and 
confer with him on some method to deprive the enemy of 
the advantage they now receive therefrom. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story bring in a Resolve providing 
for the settlement of Accounts that are and may be exhi- 
bited by Innholders and others, for entertainment afforded 
to Soldiers on their march from their homes to Head-Quar- 
ters ; also for support of prisoners and their guards, as 
well as others. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Committee who are 
appointed to provide for the removal of those Inhabitants 
of Boston, to the several Towns in the country, who are 
unable to remove themselves, be directed to procure teams 
for this purpose, on the best terms they are able. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down a Report of the 
Committee for proportioning three thousand and eight men 
among the several Regiments in particular Counties in this 
Colony. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down the following Vote 
of Council, viz : 

In Council, December 1, 1775: Ordered, That Mr. 
Spooner^nd Colonel Lincoln, with such as the honourable 



House shall join, be a Committee to take into consider- 
ation the state and circumstances of the Sea-Coasts, and 
report whether, in their opinion, the whole or any part of 
the men stationed for the defence thereof, can with safety 
be discharged, and if any can be, in what part of the Co- 
lony, that they may have an opportunity, if they see cause, 
of joining the recruits. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr. Gerry, Dr. Baylies, and 
Colonel Spaulding are joined. 

Ordered, That Colonel Orne procure five hundred 
copies of the Resolve for raising part of the Militia to be 
printed as soon as possible. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gardner go (o the honourable 
Board, and inquire if they have passed on the Resolve for 
raising part of the Militia. 

Who reported that he had delivered the message. 

Moses Gill, Esq., came down, and informed the House 
that the honourable Board had passed on the Resolve for 
raising part of the Militia, by concurring the same. 

Mr. Stone, according to order, brought in a Resolve 
providing for the settlement of certain Accounts of Inn- 
holders, which was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

In the House of RepreseTitativee, December 1, 1775. 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee of this House 
on Accounts be, and they are hereby directed to rec.ejye 
and| examine all the Accounts of Tavernkeepers and 
others, which shall be presented to this House, for support- 
ing the Soldiers in their march from their homes to Head- 
Quarters, and that they allow such Accounts as shall be 
properly vouched, and that they keep all such Accounts 
upon a separate file, and deliver the same to the Committee 
appointed to examine the Muster-Rolls of the Army, tbat 
they may be able to make such deductions as shall be 
necessary. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Standing Com- 
mittee aforesaid be, and they hereby are directed (o receive 
and examine all Accounts of Tavernkeepers and others, 
for support of prisoners and their guards, and also for sup- 
port of sick Soldiers and Indians; and upon their being 
properly vouched, that they allow and pass the same. 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee of this House 
on Accounts be, and they are hereby directed to receive 
and examine all the Accounts of Tavernkeepers which 
shall be presented to this House, in consequence of a Re- 
solve of the Court of the 7th of November last, and that 
they certify on such Accounts the sums that are due to such 
Taverners, whose Accounts shall be vouched agreeable to 
said Resolve, and having thus proceeded, they are further 
directed to deliver them to the Committee, which shall 
be hereafter appointed to receive and pass upon the Mus- 
ler-Rolls of the Militia and Minute-Men ordered in said 
Resolve : And not to send them without further directions, 
to the Committee of Council appointed to concur "and 
make payment of such Accounts as shall have passed by 
the 6rst-mentioned Committee. 

A Petition of Francis Brown ; also of Nathaniel Far- 
mer; setting forth the loss and damage that they sustain by 
means of wounds which they received on the 19th of April, 
and praying relief. 

Read, and committed to the Committee for receiving 
Petitions of wounded men. 

The House then adjourned, to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday, December 2, 1775. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Sayer bring in 
a Resolve directing Mr. Nye to use his utmost endeavours 
to raise one hundred and twenty-eight men in the East 
Regiment, in the County of Barnstable. 

The Committee appointed at the last sitting of the Court 
to procure Wood and Hay for the Army, made report of 
their doings, and proposed a measure for the more effectual 
supply of the article of Wood. Whereupon the following 
Order was passed, viz : 

Whereas, it appears that the camps at Cambridge, 
Charlcslown, and Medford, consumes fifty-eight cords of 
Wood per day, viz : twenty-four at Cambridge, sixteen at 
Prospect-Hill, and eighteen at Winter-Hill; and the camp 
at Roxbury consumes seventeen cords per day. In order 
that there may be a daily supply, 
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Ordered, That the Members of this House, from the 
Towns of Needham, Newton-, Weston, Waltham, Lincoln, 
Bedford, Woburn, Reading, Stonehatn, Lexington, Wil- 
mington, and Maiden, be a Committee to apportion and 
make out what quantity it is proper each of said towns (and 
the Town of Natick) should supply, daily, of the fifty-eight 
cords, and to which place they shall send it ; also, that the 
Members from the Towns of Roxbury, Dedham, Stough- 
ton, Dorchester, Braintree, and Milton, with Messrs. Perry 
and Metcalf, be another Committee to determine what part 
of the seventeen cords each of said towns shall send to the 
camp at Roxbury, daily. As soon as said Committees have 
made return what quantity each town should supply, there 
go a recommendation from the honourable Court to said 
towns, to carry their respective quotas accordingly. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story, Captain Goodman, and Col- 
onel Orne, bring in a Resolve to direct a Committee to 
collect a part of the Militia, in the several Counties, agree- 
able to a Resolve of yesterday. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cutl be of the Com- 
mittee on the Memorial from General Frye, and also of the 
Committee on the state and circumstances of the Sea- 
Coasts, in the room of Mr. Gerry. 

Mr. Story, from the Committee, reported. Read, and 
accepted. 

Resolved, That Mr. Guild, for the County of Suffolk; 
Messrs. Hopkins, Phillips, Migh.il, and Major Cross, for 
the County of Essex; Colonel Spaulding, Colonel Barret, 
Colonel Smith, and Mr. Whitney, for the County of Mid- 
dlesex; Colonel Cushing, Major White, and Colonel Sprout, 
for the County of Plymouth ; Colonel Joseph Otis, for the 
County of Barnstable ; Doctor Baylies, Major Hodges, 
and Captain Carpenter, for the County of Bristol ; Mr. 
Singletary, Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Rice, Mr. Allen, and Cap- 
tain Flagg, for the County of Worcester; Captain Good- 
man, Major Hawley, Major Bliss, and Colonel Field, for 
the County of Hampshire, be, and they hereby are seve- 
rally appointed to use their utmost endeavours to raise the 
men, proportioned and fixed on the several towns, in their 
respective Counties, form them into Companies, and direct 
their march to Head-Quarters, agreeable to a Resolve of 
this House yesterday. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hopkins procure one hundred co- 
pies of the above Resolve, to be printed as soon as may be. 

The Committee on the Petition of John Stevens, Chair- 
man of the Committee of Gloucester, reported. Read, and 
accepted, as follows, viz : 

In the House of Representatives, December 2, 1775. 

Considering the importance of the Harbour of Gloucester 
to this Colony, the exposedness of the same to the enemy, 
it appears necessary, that in addition to the provision al- 
ready made, that more men should be stationed there to 
complete and defend the fortifications already erected and 
erecting, 

Therefore, Resolved, That there be two Companies im- 
mediately raised, consisting of fifty men each, including 
Officers, upon the same establishment of the Forces raised 
for the defence of the Sea-Coasts : one Company of which 
to be employed to manage the artillery ; and that suitable 
Officers be commissionated to raise and command the 
same. The above Companies to continue in said service 
till the first day of April next, unless discharged before 
that time by order of this Court. 

And it is further Resolved, That a General Officer be 
appointed to take the command of the Forces stationed at 
Gloucester, who shall be empowered to call in the neigh- 
bouring Militia upon any emergency, as he shall judge ne- 
cessary, and discharge them again, as soon as the service 
will admit of the same, and that the above Officers be cho- 
sen, by joint ballot, of the honourable Board and this 
House. 

Colonel Sayer, agreeable to order, reported the follow- 
ing Resolve. Read, and accepted, viz: ->$. 

Resolved, That Mr. Nye be appointed t^* repair to the 
East Regiment, in the County of Bankable, and use his 
utmost endeavours to raise and form^HFCompanies, one 
hundred and twenty-eight men, who"e to be officered, 
equipped, paid, and supported, in the same manner as is 
provided by a Resolve of this Court of yesterday, for rais- 



ing men in several towns in this Colony, and the said men 
to cause to march, and to be at Head-Quarters on the 10th 
instant. 

The Committee, for apportioning a quantity of Wood on 
a number of towns, reported. 

Whereupon the following Order was passed, viz : 

In the House of Representatives, December 2, 1775. 

Whereas, the supply of the article of Wood for the Cam- 
bridge and Roxbury camps hath not been hitherto fully 
sufficient to answer the demands, notwithstanding the ex- 
ertions of this Court for that purpose ; and such a defi- 
ciency not only tends to the discouragement of the Soldiers 
from again inlisting into the service o£the United Colonies, 
but, also, may be attended with a dispersion of the Army, 
the loss of our lives, devastation of towns in the neighbour- 
hood, and ruin of the inhabitants: 

Therefore, Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, strongly 
recommended to the towns in schedule annexed, to take 
effectual measures for daily supplying the camps with at 
least the quantities of Wood respectively annexed to their 
names, and that they by no means fail in this matter, as 
they regard their own safety and their country's welfare; 
and it is earnestly requested of the Selectmen and Com- 
mittees of Correspondence in the towns above named, that 
they use such precaution as will, at all times, prevent the 
smallest deficiency of the quantity aforesaid, by means of 
difficult travelling, or any other contingency. 

To be carried to Roxbury. 



Roxbury, - 
Dedham, - 
Stoughton, 
Dorchester, 



Cords. 



2 Braintree, - 



Cords. 

- 4 

- 3 

- 2 

- 2 



Lexington, 
Bedford, - 
Lincoln, - 



Concord, 
Natick, 
Needham, ■ 



- - 3 Milton, 

- - 2 Medfield, 

- - 3 Walpole, 

To PitOSFECT-HlLL. 

Cords. Cords. 

- - 5 Wilmington, - - - 3£ 

- - 4 Watertown, - - - 3£ 

- - 3i 
To Cambridge. 

Cords. Cords. 

- - 3 Newton, - - - - 6 

- - 3 Weston, - - - - 6 

- - 5 Waltham, - - - - 4 
To Winter-Hill. 

Cords. Cords. 

Medford, - - - -3 Reading, - - - - 5£ 
Stoneham, - - - 2J Woburn, - - - - 5J 
Maiden, - - - - 3J Wilmington, - - - 1 

Ordered, That Mr. Jewet, Mr. Kingsbury, Captain 
Moody, Mr. Cooper, and Colonel Mcintosh, be a Com- 
mittee to procure a number of copies of the foregoing Re- 
solve printed or written, as can be done with the greatest 
despatch. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story bring in a Re- 
solve for the dismissing a number of men stationed on the 
Sea-Coast. 

Charles Chauncy, Esquire, brought down a Letter from , 
James Sullivan, Esq., giving an account of the works of 
defence in the Town of Falmouth, and representing the 
necessity of further provision for the safely of that town, 
and enclosing a copy of the Proceedings of the Conven- " 
tion of the County of Cumberland.* 

* Falmouth, November 26, 1775. — Sib : Some time ago I troubled 
the honourable Board with two letters, wherein I aimed to treat of mat- ~ 
ters which I thought to be of great importance to the Continent in 
general, and this Colony in particular, hut fearing that a further "pro- 
ceeding in that way might by them be deemed assuming and affrontivo, " 
and supposing that the benevolent disposition of your mind, would at 
the same time it pardons my intruding a long letter on you will induce 
you to lay such parts of it before the honourable Council, as will : 
have a pertinent tendency to urge them to take under their considers, 
tion the importance of preventing the enemies gaining a camp here. 

But previous to my treating of the importance of holding this place, 
and as evidence to support me therein, I beg loavo to give you a history 
of what has been done here since Falmouth was destroyed. Soonafler 
Commodore Mowat, wboT^urnt the town, had sailed for Boston, Captain . 
Symans, in the Cerberus, arrived here, and demanded twenty sheep, (wo 
tons of hay, and twenty bushels of potatoes, as a reward for his sparing 
the few remaining houses ; these were denied him by the people, and an, 
alarm spread that he was going to land four hundred men ; at the Sams 
time the people concluded that the Ministerial army designed to take 
possession of an eminence on the peninsula of Fulmouih-Neck, for rca- 
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Read, and Ordered, That (his Letter, with the Papers 
accompanying, be committed to the Committee on General 
Frye's Memorial. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down ^Petition of the 
Committee of Safety of the Town of Salem, praying to be 
instructed what their duty is respecting Captures made by 
Privateers. Passed in Council, viz: 

In Council, December 2, 1775 : Read, and Ordered, 
That Samuel Holten, Esq., with such as the honourable 
House shall join, be a Committee to lake the within Peti- 
tion into consideration, and report. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr. Story and Captain Toby 
are joined. 

Mr. Story, agreeable to order, reported. Read, and ac- 
cepted. 

Whereas, it is necessary that a number of men should 
be immediately raised, agreeable to a Resolve of this Court 
of yesterday ; and, as it appears to this Court, that the men 

sons and purposes which I shall hereafter mention to you, and appre- 
hended that those houses which were spared in the conflagration, were 
intended for barracks, to which belief they were more especially lead by 
Captain Mowafs telling a person, that he was sorry so many houses 
were burnt, as the saving more Would hare better answered his design ; 
hut the people still supposed that if the landing those troops were impe- 
ded by the Militia, they would endeavour to burn those houses also ; this 
alarm spread into the County of York, with as much terrour as in the 
County of Cumberland. 

I, therefore, went with a number of men to contrive, if possible, 
some method to prevent the expected devastation in this part of the 
Colony; when I came to Falmouth, there were ono hundred and eighty 
men there, including the sea-coast men, (many had gono away for want 
of provisions,) the Militia there was commanded by Colonel Mitchell, 
and Colonel Fogg ; and a number of gentlemen were attending. They 
assembled, and chose me to lead them ; an office the honour whereof I 
was as little ambitious of, as I was capable to well execute it ; however, 
it being thought to be a post of danger, and as that modesty and diffi- 
dence which strongly urged me to decline it, might have boon deemed 
cowardice, and tended to the discouragement of the people, I accepted 
it, and instantly determined to break ground on an eminence on the 
Neck, which overlooks the land for twenty miles round ; but as Cap- 
tain Symonshad sent a proclamation on shore, that if we went to erect 
any fortification he would fire upon us, I thought he might annoy 
the people ; and finding that there was then in town three hundred 
■weight of powder, besides the small stocks in the adjacent towns, 
and two good double fortified six-pounders, tolerably well mounted, I 
ordered the people in the night to throw up a battery on an advantageous 
point, near the ship, in order to combat her if she fired on the people, 
who were to intrench on the eminence. The zeal and resolution with 
•which the people set about the execution of this plan was much beyond 
my expectation, but just as we drew to the designed place, the Cerberus, 
though in the dark, weighed anchor, and put to sea, but apprehending 
that she might return the next morning, we continued our labour all 
night ; but she has not returned. 

On the 7th instant, the Convention of Committees of this County 
met, and though their proceedings may want some accuracies, yet tho 
spirit obvious in them does honour to tho County; and I, therefore, 
take the liberty of enclosing a copy of them. 

Since that lime we have erected two batteries, cannon-proof, one 
bearing two double fortified six, and two ditto nine-pounders, and one 
three-pounder ; and the other battery bears four double fortified long 
nine-pounders ; all which, except the six-pounders, have been mounted 
since I came here, and we have gratefully received some guns and pow- 
der from the General Court. Upon the eminence we have got a fort 
in great forwardness, and should before now have completed the para- 
pet of it, had not the severity of the weather prevented us. This is all 
done by the Militia of these two Counties, with some assistance of the 
sea-coast men. The Militia readily attended with their provision, tools, 

&.C. 

There; is still wanted a redoubt or two, and other advanced works, on 
the hill, which, with finishing tho citadel, must be deferred until the 
weather is more favourable. 

Wo much rejoice at the appointment of General Frye, who arrived 
here yesterday, and have the highest expectation, from his acknowledged 
ability and integrity, provided he was in such a situation as would ren- 
der him active ; but I am sorry to say that the General Court has com- 
manded him to fight with his hands bound. In his appointment over 
tho Militia, he is confined to the County of Cumberland, and all his 
operations are limited to that place, while the County of York are as 
much interested in, and anxiously concerned for the defence of Fal- 
mouth-Neck, as the County of Cumberland. This seems an effectual 
bar to that union of the Counties, which, at this time, is so absolutely 
necessary; he, therefore, should have been, and I hope yet will be ap- 
pointed Major.General of the Militia in these two, if not in the lower 
County. And when this is done, unless the Militia is organized, as I 
hope soon it will be, he had as good try to command the sea, as them in 
time of action. In his other department, as commander of two hun. 
dred and fifty sea-coast men, whose time expires within one month, he 
can do nothing to the purpose, but if there should four hundred marines 
bo landed, must fall a sacrifice, before any considerable number of our 
scattering Militia could be collected to reinforce him. Besides this, 
when he calls the Militia, (and if they should obey him,) he has no way 
to find them provision, or any authority to provide one single neces- 
sary for his formidable army of two hundred and fifty men. This is 
the situation of this honourable gentleman, which I should not have 
mentioned, if I had not the honour to belong to the Assembly. 

Mow, sir, what remains, is to show you why I apprehend that there 
is danger of the enemy's taking this post, and what I supposed to be 
a rational plan to prevent so great a calamity; but I must beg your par- 
don for this prolixity, which is not occasioned by the love of writing, but 
by the regard I have for the people, and the cause they are engaged in. 



stationed upon the Sea-Coasts in the Towns of Newbury, 
Dartmouth, Rochester, and Wareham, may, without any 
inconveniency, be spared from any further service in guard- 
ing the Sea-Coasts in those towns : Therefore, 

Resolved, That the men stationed on the Sea-Coasts in 
the Towns of Newbury, Dartmouth, Rochester, and Ware- 
ham, be, and they hereby are dismissed from the service 
aforesaid, from and after the fifth day of December instant, 
and that no further pay, or allowance, be made for that 
service after that time. 

Upon a motion made, and seconded, 

Resolved, That a general attendance of the Members 
of this House, is, at this time, indispensably necessary for 
the despatch of publick business ; and, all Members not 
necessarily detained by sickness, or absent by order of the 
House, are enjoined, forthwith, to attend their duty therein 
until particular leave of absence can be granted, or a recess 
takes place. 

This is undoubtedly one of the best harbours in the Continent, and 
the only one for the space of two hundred miles, between Boston and 
Sheepscut, where a ship can now lie in safety in the winter, and could 
they be kept out of this harbour, our privateers might cruise in safety;; 
but if they hold this post, our navigation is at an end, and famine is the 
consequence. 

If an army of fifteen hundred men should be lodged on the eminence 
before mentioned, with a proper train, ten thousand would not force 
their lines ; and as provision for our sustenance cannot be raised here, 
we must come to them for bread ; and where there is no army, or com- 
mand, the slaughter of a few persons will bring many to submission. 
This observation I take to be founded in human nature; and it is in 
vain for people to talk of dying rather than submitting, for when wo 
are famished, overpowered, or disarmed, we must submit, and are cri- 
minal in not doing it ; and an entire submission of these Counties when 
the enemies are possessed of this ground, can be prevented only in thrco 
ways, to wit : by forcing their lines, destroying their navy, or watching 
their motions, with an army much superior in numbers to theirs. 

If the importance of these Counties are held ns trifling by our As- 
sembly, (as I am sensible they are not,) they will be so with the Conti- 
nental Congress, and the possession of them by our enemies will make 
avast odds in the war; for, beside the distress of tho people here, tho 
Ministerial army will be able to furnish the West-Indies with lumber, 
their several detachments with beef, wood, greens, roots, &c, &c, and 
the Tories now starving in Boston, with comfortable dwellings and farms. 
These things appear to me to be a sufficient inducement to the Regu- 
lars, while they can gain and hold so important a post with a thousand 
men, to do it ; and if they do, we must inevitably submit, or carry famine 
with us to the westward of Merrimack. River. 

This can never be prevented but by an expense which ought to, and 
I doubt not will be borne by the Continent. It would he cruel to ex. 
pect the Militia, either to complete or defend tho works begun, for in 
a small space of time after a fleet appears in sight, with a good wind, 
the soldiers may be landed and formed, and the assembling a body or 
the Militia in this country, where the inhabitants are scattering, is a 
work of time ; and, therefore, the most rational plan in mymind is tho 
having a garrison of one thousand men here, under General Frye, and 
tho Militia in these three Counties, organized in small regiments and 
companies, under his command, and then I dare be answerable for hia 
success. This expense may be lightened by having no other sea-coast 
men from York to Kenncbeck, where there is now four hundred, except 
what the General shall send on scouting parties. 

I am informed that General Washington has said, that if the General 
Court would request it, he would send a regiment here ; it is true that 
as tho season now is, there can be little done at fortification, but there 
must be a vast many pickets got this winter, to enable a thousand men 
to defend this post in tho spring, while the Militia may be gathering to 
reinforce them, and flat-bottomed boats should be provided to transport 
the Militia over the water here, and in this way General Frye may em- 
ploy his forces this winter, so as to bo able to receive an attack in the 
spring. 

I am, sir, with the greatest respsct, your most obedient and most 
humble servant, James Sullivan. 

To the Honourable John Winthrop, Honourable Benjamin Greenleaf, 

or the Honourable Benjamin Lincoln. 

P. S. You have a copy of a letter from General Washington to Colo- 
nel Phinney. 

Falmouth, November 7, 1775. — Met on adjournment of the County 
Convention. 

The Committee appointed to view the ground for fortification, made 
their Report to this Convention, which is as follows, viz : 

We, whoso names are under written, a Committee chosen by this 
Convention to view and fix upon somo proper places in Falmouth, for 
intrenching and erecting a fortification, or fortifications, for the de- 
fence, security, and government of said harbour, beg leave to report, 
that we attended the service, and we took upon us the view, and find 
tho eminence on the Neck will command the whole harbour, and a re- 
doubt on an eminence on Brimhal's Hill, whirh commands the coun- 
try, and three or four redoubt batteries elsewhere; and on the south 
side of tho harbour, two batteries, one on Spring- Point, the other on 
Portland-Head. All which is humbly submitted. 

Jonathan Mitchell, 

November 7, 1775. Solomon Lombard. 

Voted, To accept the foregoing Report. 

Whereas, the Committee from this Convention to view Fa Imoulh- 
Neck, and many of the Milif.ia officers in this County, and some of tho 
officers of other Counties, and a number of other gentlemen that were 
assembled at Falmouth, the 4th day of this instant, November, for tjio 
safety and protection of this County : did choose James Sullivan, Esq., 
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Ordered, That Colonel Sayer procure the above Re- 
solve to be printed in the Watertown and Cambridge Pa- 
pers. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Captain Knowles be of 
the Committee on the Resolve of the Continental Con- 
gress, in the room of Major Cross. 

The House then adjourned to Monday next, ten o'clock, 
A. M. 

Monday, December 4, 1775. 

Eldad Taylor, Esq., brought down a Letter, informing 
that some deserters reported that a number of persons, who 
had been inoculated, were to be sent out of Boston by 
General Howe, with a design to spread the Small-Pox 
among the Troops; which being read, 

Resolved, That Colonel Thayer, Deacon Rawson, and 
Mr. Pills, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be 
a Committee to consider the same, and report as soon as 
may be what is proper to be done thereon. 

to be Commander-in-chief of the Forces at Falmouth, and four others 
as assistants, viz : Colonel Jonathan Mitchell, Colonel Reuben Fogg, 
Deacon Benjamin Titcomb, and Major Peter Noyes, and, also, a num- 
ber of other officers necessary. 

Voted, That this Convention approve of said choice. 

Voted, To adjourn this meeting for half an hour, in order for dinner. 

Met on adjournment. 

Voted, Jeremiah Powell, Esq., Solomon Lombard, Esq., and Colonel 
Jonathan Mitchell, be a Committee to form a vote on a matter that hath 
been in debate. 

Upon the Report of the Committee, Voted, That James Sullivan, 
Esq., Colonel Jonathan Mitchell, Colonel Reuben Fogg, Major Peter 
Noyes, and Deacon BenjaminTitco?nb, the Committee appointed by the 
body of the people, be directed and empowered by this Convention to 
take up all tools and implements necessary, and such teams and all other 
things wanting, that they think proper for the carrying on the intrench- 
ing and erecting batteries for the defence of Falmouth-Neci and Cape. 
Elizabeth, that is now undertaken; also, to compute what number of 
men will be necessary to carry on the said work with all the expedi- 
tion possible, over and above what soldiers are in tho pay of the Pro- 
vince, and the kind assistance of the other Counties; and for said gen- 
tlemen to proportion them on the several towns in this County; and 
that an account be kept of all that assist either in men or material, and 
other things wanted and thought necessary, that it may be brought in 
as a publick expense, as shall hereafter be thought best. 

Voted, To send a Petition to the General Court, and another to Ge- 
neral Washington, setting forth the distressed stale of this County, and 
humbly imploring their assistance ; and that Solomon Lombard, Es- 
quire, John Lewis, Esquire, and Nathaniel Jones, Esquire, be a Com. 
initteo to draw up said Petitions, and lay them before this Convention, 
the next morning. 

Voted, To adjourn this Convention to eight of tho clock, to-morrow 
morning, and then to meet at this place. 

Met upon adjournment. 

The Committee made their Report, and presented their drafts of tho 
Petitions, which were read, and an acceptance thereof voted by this 
Convention, and ordered that theChairman sign them in their behalf. 

Upon a motion made, relating to sending over sea after Powder : 

Voted, To put oft' tho affair until the adjournment of this Conven. 
tion, humbly requesting of James Sullivan, Esquire, that he would 
inquire after, and point out to us, at the adjournment, the most expe- 
dient way to procure the same. 

Voted, That it be recommended to the Committees of the several 
towns in thjs County upon the sea-shore, that they procure all tho 
Boats or Canoes suitable to carry men to the Islands, or elsewhere, as 
the emergency of any case may require ; and that they make their re- 
port, at the next adjournment of this Convention, as to the number 
they can procure. 

Voted, That the Chairman of this Convention sign a Letter, enclos. 
ing the two Petitions, and directed to Samuel Freeman, Esquire, hum- 
bly requesting of him to present one to General Washington, and the 
other to the General Court, and use his utmost endeavours that the 
same may succeed, and make returns to us as soon as possible ; and 
that Enoch Merrill be the bearer of the Letter to Mr. Freeman. 

Voted, That the thanks of this Convention bo returned to the Coin, 
mittee of North-Yarmouth, for manifesting their concern for the wel- 
fare of this County, in its distressed circumstances, so far as 1o take 
the lead, and invite the Committees of the several towns in this County 
to meet, in order to consult and act upon measures for the safety of it. 

Voted, That the Commission Ollicers in each town be directed to 
keep an Account of the Men, Provisions, and Materials that they have 
furnished, or shall hereafter furnish, for the works on Falmouth-Neck 
and Cape. Elizabeth. 

Voted, That the Officer or Officers sent from each town be direct- 
ed to give an account, every night, to tho General Officer, or Officers, 
of the Men that have laboured or served under him, or them, for each 
day. 

Voted, To adjourn this Convention to Thursday, the 23d day of 
this instant November, at ten of the clock, A. M., and then to meet at 
this place; and in case there should be any emergency that may re- 
quire this Convention to be assembled before that time, that the Chair- 
man shal) call upon the Members to meet, as occasion may require. 

A true extract from the Minutes : IgAAc p Anso ^ clerk . 

In Council, December 2, 1775 : Read, and sent down. 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

In the House of Representatives, December 2, 1775 : Read, and Or- 
dered, That the above, with tho Papers accompanying, be committed 
to the Committee on the Memorial from General Frye. 

Sent up for concurrence. J. Warren, Speaker. 



Afternoon. 

Ebenezer Sayer, Esq., was chosen Clerk, pro tempore. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down a Resolve relative 
to the Small-Pox ; which being read, 

Resolved, That Deacon Rawson, Captain Vose, and Mr. 
Pitts, be a Committee to repair forthwith to Pulling- Point, 
and procure all intelligence in the matter in their power, 
and report to this House vviiat is necessary to be done. 

On a motion, Ordered, That the Town of Lincoln be 
excused from providing their proportion of Men, voted the 
2d instant, 

And, thereupon, Ordered, That Major Brooks bring in 
a Resolve for that purpose. 

On a motion, Voted, That the Rev. Mr. Thatcher, of 
Maiden, be appointed Chaplain to the House, and that 
Mr. Cooper wait upon him, and inform him of the choice. 

A Petition from a Plantation in the County of Lincoln, 
called Gardinerstown, praying to be incorporated into a 
Township by the name of " Hancock." 

Read, and committed to Colonel Thompson, Mr. Peitin- 
gal, and Captain Gales. 

Ordered, That that part of the Resolve relative to the 
dismission of several Sea-Coast Companies, which respects 
the Town of Ipswich, be erased. 

Major Brooks, agreeable to order, reported. Read, 
and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Commanding-Officer of the County 
of Lincoln, be, and hereby is excused from assembling the 
Militia, and inlisting any men to join the American Army; 
the Resolve of the 1st instant notwithstanding. 

A Petition of FVilliam Young, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence of the Town of Worcester, re- 
specting George Henry Fisher, a disaffected person, and 
John Holden, a prisoner, praying for directions. Read, 
and committed to Mr. Jewet, Mr. ffilson, and Mr. Kings- 
bury. 

The Committee to take into consideration the case of a 
number of Prisoners in Ipswich Jail, reported. Read, and 
accepted ; and 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of Ipswich be, and here- 
by are required and empowered, as soon as may be, to fur- 
nish each seven Soldiers mentioned in said Petition, with 
two Shirts, one Blanket, and a Cap, that they may furnish 
each of the nine Sailors in said jail, with one Coat, Jacket, 
and a pair of Breeches, two Shirts, two pair of Stockings, 
one pair of Shoes, one Cap, and one Blanket ; and, that 
the said Selectmen provide light Sacks for the said sixteen 
Prisoners, and lay an account of their expenses before this 
Court for allowance and payment. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Tuesday, December 5, 1775. 

On a motion, Ordered, That the Town of Natick he 
excused from furnishing the proportion of Men voted the 
1st instant, and that Mr. Gardner be appointed to bring in 
a Resolve for that purpose. 

On a motion, Ordered, That one cord of Wood be ta- 
ken off from the Town of Nalick, and apportioned on the 
Town of Dedham-Parish, called Springfield, and that Mr. 
Gardner be appointed to bring in a Resolve for that pur- 
pose. 

Mr. Gardner, agreeable to order, reported a Resolve for 
excusing the Town of Natick from supplying the Ameri- 
can Army with nine Men, also excusing said town from sup- 
plying one cord of Wood, to be apportioned on the Tovya 
of Dedham. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of the Town 
of Nalick be excused from calling together the Military 
Company in said Natick under his command, in order to 
inlist nine soldiers to join the American Army at Cam- 
bridge, to serve until the 15th day of January next, the 
Resolve of the two Houses of the 1st of December instant, 
notwithstanding. 

And, whereas, the said Town of Natick were directed 
by the Assembly of this Province in their present session, 
to supply the Army at Cambridge with three cords of 
Fire- Wood per day, 

Resolved, That the Town of Natick be held to supply 
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with (wo cords of Fire-Wood per day only; and that the 
Town of Dedham be henceforth directed to supply the 
Army at Cambridge with one cord of Fire-Wood per day, 
for the time and on the condition that the Town of Nalick 
were originally ordered to do, in addition to three cords 
already ordered they should supply to the camp at Rox- 
bunj. 

A Petition from the Committee of Inspection for the 
East. Precinct of the Town of P ownalborough , that the 
Committee of Correspondence of said town might be called 
to account for their conduct, and that Abiel Wood, and one 
Williamson, might be removed from the town. Also, a 
Petition from a number of the Inhabitants praying for the 
same. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Wood, Mr. Gardner, and 
Mr. Cushing, with such as the honourable Board shall 
join, to take the same into consideration, and report what 
is proper to be done. 

A Petition from the Indians in Grafton praying for re- 
lief. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Crane, Deacon Batchel- 
der, Mr. Perry, Mr. Putnam, and Mr. Fairfield. 

A Petition from the Selectmen of the Town of B oxford, 
praying allowance for sixteen men in the service of the 
Colony at Cape-Ann, for fourteen days ; also for ten men 
for the same term of time. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Hall, Captain Batchelder, 
and Mr. Pilsbury. 

Jabex Fisher, Esquire, brought down from the honour r 
able Board the following Vote of Council, viz : 

In Council, December 5, 1775 : On motion, Ordered, 
That Walter Spooner, Charles Chauncy, and. Joseph Pal- 
mer, Esquires, with such as the honourable House shall 
join, be a Committee to take into consideration the circum- 
stances of the Sea- Ports of this Colony, and where it will 
be necessary to keep Forces during the winter season, and 
to wait on his Excellency General Washington, and repre- 
sent to him the exposed situation of such place, or places, 
as they may judge necessary to be guarded, and to request 
bis protection of them, and make report. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr. Sullivan, Colonel Orne, 
Colonel Lovell, and Captain Tobey, are joined. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board, a draft of a Letter to the Continental Con- 
gress, relative to paying the Troops of this Colony by the 
lunar month, with the following Vote of Council thereon, 
viz: 

In, Council, December 5, 1775 : Ordered, That a fair 
draft of the above Letter be signed by, in the name, and by 
order of the whole Court, and sent down to the Delegates 
of this Colony in American Congress, to be by them com- 
municated. Read, and concurred, 

And the President of the Council is directed to sign, and 
send forward the above Letter, agreeable to the vote of 
Council. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Colonel Orne, and Col- 
onel Williams, be a Committee to take under considera- 
tion the several Tavernkeepers' accounts for billeting Col- 
onel Phinney's Regiment to Head-Quarters from Falmouth. 

Afternoon. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Captain Batch- 
elder, and Colonel Lovell, be a Committee to inquire into 
the state of the Treasury, and report what sums are in the 
Treasury, 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Wood, 
Mr. Cushing, Mr. Gerry, and Mr. Cooper, with such as 
the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to pre- 
pare, and bring in a bill to regulate the Militia of this Co- 
lony. 

A Letter from Joseph Grecnleaf, Esquire, containing ac- 
counts of experiments in refining Sulphur. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Pitts, Major Moody, and 
Mr. Hobart. 

A Petition of Joseph Greenleaf, Esquire, representing 
that he, together with Doctor Jonathan King, and Cap- 
tain Phineas Upham, had discovered the method of manu- 
facturing Copperas and Alum ; also, Oils of Vitriol and 
Sulphur, Spirits and Balsam of Sulphur, and praying for 



an exclusive privilege of manufacturing said articles for the 
term of ten years. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Low, Mr. Rawson, and 
Colonel Thompson. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Dummer Jewet, Esq., ap- 
ply to Doctor Calef, of Ipswich, and require of him such 
information relative to a new Ship lately built by his direc- 
tion at the New-Mills, as he can confirm, when called upon, 
on oath, and that he be desired to furnish them with a copy 
of all the papers relative to this matter, which he has re- 
ceived from the person or persons by whose order said Ves- 
sel was purchased or built. 

Ordered-, That Elbridge Gerry, William Cooper, and 
William Story, Esquires, be a Committee to bring in a 
Bill for the further emission of Bills of publick Credit. 

The House then adjourned, to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Wednesday, December 6, 1775. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan prepare and 
bring in a Resolve relative to Vessels bound to other Co- 
lonies, and make report. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Lovell, Captain 
Brown of Abington, and Mr. lngalls, be a Committee to 
consider Petitions and Accounts of men wounded on and 
after the 19th April last. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Cutt be a Com- 
mittee to confer with the Quartermaster-General relative 
to the price of Wood on Winter-Hill, and the road the 
carts shall go in, and to inquire whether the Troops at 
Maiden and Chelsea are a part of the Brigade on Winter- 
Hill. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr, Cooper, Deacon Raw- 
son, Mr. Pitts, Captain Vose, and Colonel Orne, be a 
Committee to take into consideration the state of the Poor 
of Boston, lately came out, and also a Letter from the Com- 
mittee at Point- Shirley, and to report to this House what is 
proper to be done. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration a 
Letter from the Selectmen of the Town of B 'oxford, re- 
ported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and hereby is 
directed to pay to Aaron Wood, Esq., thirty-nine Pounds 
seven Shillings, to be by him applied for the payment of one 
Sergeant and forty-five Privates for their service as soldiers 
at Gloucester, viz : the Sergeant one month, and the men 
half a month each; and also for the billeting, &c, of said 
soldiers. 

Mr. Sullivan, agreeable to order, reported a Resolve re- 
lative to Vessels bound to other Colonies. Read, and ac- 
cepted. 

Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is recommended to 
the Inhabitants of the United Colonies, not to supply any 
person belonging to this Colony, with provision, or other 
merchandise, to be transported by water to any place what- 
ever, unless such person shall produce a Certificate, signed 
by the Secretary of this Colony, in form following: 

" Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, December, A. D., 1775. 

" This is to certify, that , master of 

, owned by , is a person of 

integrity, and may be safely trusted with such provisions 
and merchandise as he may purchase, to transport in said 
vessel to this Colony. Secretary." 

And it is further Resolved, That the Secretary shall 
sign a number of such Certificates, leaving blanks for the 
name of the vessel, owner, and master, and shall deposite 
the same with such persons as shall be appointed by this 
Court in the sea-port Counties to receive the same, and 
each of such persons so appointed, on application made to 
them therefor, and recommendation for the same being pro- 
duced, signed by the Committee of Correspondence, or 
Safety, and Selectmen of the town where the owner and 
master of such vessel live, shall have power to fill up said 
blanks for, and deliver the same to such persons as may be 
confided in, and shall engage to send vessels as aforesaid, 
for the purpose aforesaid, they having first given bond to 
the Treasurer of this Colony, in a sum equal to the value 
of such vessel and cargo, conditioned for the landing any 
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provision or other merchandise (ihat may be shipped on 
board such vessel in said voyage) within some part of ihe 
United Colonies, without the Towns of Boston, Roxbury, 
Gharlestown, and Nantucket; which bond shall be exe- 
cuted before, and lodged with the person filling said certi- 
ficate. 

Michael Farley, Esquire, brought down from the Board 
a Letter relative to the supply of the Island of Nantucket, 
with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, December 6, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That John Winthrop and Charles Chauncy, Esquires, with 
such as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee 
to take the foregoing Letter and enclosed papers under con- 
sideration, and report. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr. Gerry, Captain Foster, 
and Mr. Sullivan, are joined. 

Moses Gill, Esquire, brought down from the Board two 
Letters, from his Excellency General Washington, on the 
critical situation of the Army, with the Vote of Council 
thereon, viz : 

In Council, December 6, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That Walter Spooner, John Winthrop, and Joseph Pal- 
mer, Esq., with such as the honourable House shall join, 
be a Committee to wait on his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, immediately, and confer with him on the subject- 
matter of the foregoing Letters, and devise some ways and 
means of easing the difficulties therein suggested. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr. Sullivan, Captain Batch- 
elder, Mr. Cashing, and Colonel Orne, are joined. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon. 

A Letter from Joseph Greenleaf, Esquire, relative to the 
Post-Office and Post-Riders, committed to Captain Brozvn, 
Mr. Kingsbury, and Mr. Jeivct. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Report of the Committee from Point-Shirley, Sac.', re- 
ported. Read, and accepted. 

Whereas, a Committee has been appointed by this Court 
to provide for, and remove such of the Inhabitants of Bos- 
ton, as may be sent from thence to Point-Shirley, or other 
places, as also to make use of every precaution necessary 
to prevent a communication of the Small-Pox to other 
parts of this Colony, which appears to be the intention of 
our enemies. 

Resolved, That the said Committee be, and hereby are 
directed and empowered to impress (if it should be found 
necessary) a sufficient number of Carriages for the removal 
of such of said inhabitants, and their effects, as shall have 
been sufficiently smoked and cleansed, to such towns as 
the Committee shall judge proper, giving them certificates 
that they are of the poor of Boston, and quite free from 
infection ; and it is recommended to the Committee that 
they retain at Point-Shirley such of said inhabitants as 
they shall apprehend may have been in the way of receiv- 
ing the Small-Pox, for such a space of time as may be ne- 
cessary to determine whether they had the infection, takino- 
care that they are supplied with such quantities of Provi- 
sions, Wood, &,c, as they judge will be sufficient to keep 
them from suffering. 

It is further recommended to said Committee to provide, 
if they see occasion, suitable houses as Hospitals for the 
reception of those persons who may be taken with the 
Small-Pox, or shall appear to have the symptoms of the 
distemper, as, also, to engage a Physician or Physicians to 
attend the sick, if required, and to place sufficient guards 
at the infected houses to prevent a promiscuous passing or 
repassing to and from said houses. 

On a motion, Ordered, That the Town of Bedford be 
excused from furnishing their proportion of Men, and that 
Mr. Stickney be appointed to bring in a Resolve for that 
purpose. 

On a motion, Ordered, That the Town of Marblchead 
have leave to remove two pieces of Cannon at Concord, 
for their use, until the further order of this Court ; and 
that Mr. Gerry be appointed to bring in a Resolve for that 
purpose. 

Colonel Lincoln brought down from the honourable 
Board the following Vote of Council, viz : 

In Council, December 6, 1775: Ordered, That Walter 



Spooner, Charles Chauncy, and Joseph Palmer, Esquires, 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to wait on his Excellency General Washington, and 
represent to htm the circumstances of the four Companies 
now doing duty at Braintree, Weymouth, and Bingham, 
as, when they were inlisted, and by whose order ; from 
whom they have received their orders from time to time, 
and in what service they have been employed ; that they 
were considered by this Colony, when raised, as part of 
the thirteen thousand six hundred men voted by us, and 
have always been so considered ; and desire that his Ex- 
cellency would order them to be paid by the Continent, as 
they were not inlisted, neither have they been employed, 
for the special purpose of defending the sea-coasts, as a 
number since have been. 

Mr. Gerry, agreeable to order, brought in the following 
Resolve, which was read and accepted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Town of Marblehead be, and it 
hereby is empowered to cause two pieces of Ordnance, 
twenty-four-pounders, now at Concord, which were da- 
maged, on the 19th of April last, by the Ministerial troops, 
and have since been repaired, to be removed to said town 
at their own expense, and there improved for their defence, 
until the further orders of this Court touching the same. 

The Committee appointed to consider what is proper to 
be done with the Records of the Committee on Accounts, 
reported. Read, and accepted, viz: 

Whereas, by a Resolve of this Court, of the 8th of .No- 
vember last past, it is provided that the Committee of the 
House therefor appointed should keep, in a book, a true 
record of all accounts which shall have been passed by 
them, with an alphabet thereto, and it now appears that 
the business will be conducted with greater despatch by 
the records being made after such accounts shall have been 
concurred, and paid by a Committee of Council provided 
for that purpose: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Committee of the 
House be, and they hereby are directed to send to the 
said Committee of the honourable Board all Accounts 
which they shall have passed without recording the same; 
and the honourable Board are desired to direct their Com- 
mittee to cause such Accounts, when concurred in and 
discharged, to be fairly recorded, agreeable to the method 
proposed by the Resolve aforesaid, and to employ a suit- 
able person for that purpose. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for ex- 
cusing the Town of Bedford from furnishing their propor- 
tion of men, reported. The Report was read, and accept- 
ed, and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas, by a Resolve of this Court of the 1st instant, 
the Town of Bedford was ordered to furnish thirteen Men 
to join the American Army on the 10th instant, and the 
Commanding-Officer of said town was ordered to inlist 
that number of men accordingly; and, whereas, by another 
Resolve of this Court, the same town was ordered to fur- 
nish the Army with four cords of Wood, daily; and it 
would be quite impracticable for said town to comply with 
both said Resolves : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Commanding-Officer of 
said Town of Bedford be, and he hereby is excused from 
assembling the Militia, and inlisting any men to join the 
American Army, the aforesaid Resolve, first mentioned, 
notwithstanding. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Petition of Francis Brown, who was wounded in the battle 
of Lexington, on the 19th April last, reported. Read, 
and accepted. 

The House then adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday, December 7, 1775. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board the following Vote of Council, viz: 

In Council, December 7, 1775 : Ordered, That Benja- 
min Lincoln, Esq., with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Committee to consider of, and report what 
ma}' be necessary to be done relative to the expense arising 
by the Prisoners taken by private adventurers, and make 
report. 



.1327 MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER, 1773. 



1328 



• 'Read, and concurred, and Captain Stone and Deacon 
ttawspn are joined, 

'■An Account of Nathaniel Goldlhwait for a gun and 
Bayonet his son Eli lost in the battle of the 19th of April 
last. Read, and committed to the Committee appointed 
to consider of losses sustained in the battle of the 17th of 
June last. 

An Account of Mary Deland, for a gun, &.c, lost by 
her late husband in the battle of the 19th of April last : 
committed to the Committee appointed to consider of 
losses sustained in the battle of the 17th of June last. 

An Account of Henry Jacobs, father to Henry Jacobs, 
Jun., for gun, bayonet, clothing, &.c, lost in the battle of 
the 19th of April last: committed to the Committee ap- 
pointed to consider losses sustained the 17th of June last. 

An Account of Samuel Cook, father to Samuel Cook, 
Jun., for gun, bayonet, ike, lost in the battle of the 19th 
of April last: committed to the Committee for considering 
losses sustained in the battle of the 17th of June last. 

An Account of Jonathan Tarbell, for time of his ser- 
vant, gun, &,c, and clothing lost in the battle of the 19th 
of April last : committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider the losses sustained in the battle of the 17th of 
June last. 

An Account of Thomas Gardner, father to Thomas 
Gardner, Jun., for a gun lost in the battle of the 19th of 
April last : committed to the Committee to consider the 
Losses sustained in the battle of the 17th of June last. 

The Petition of Joseph Greenleaf, praying for an exclu- 
sive right for himself, and others, of manufacturing Cop- 
peras ,&c. Read, and committed to Colonel Ornc, Mr. 
Cushing, and Captain Stearns, to be joined with such as 
the honourable Board shall appoint, to lake the same into 
consideration, and report thereon what is proper to be 
done. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Mr. Sullivan, 
Captain Parker, Colonel Dwight, and Colonel Thompson, 
be a Committee to take into consideration the expediency 
of providing Military Stores for the Colony, and report 
thereon what is proper to be done. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story, Major Moody, 
and Mr. Stickney, be a Committee to prepare and bring in 
a temporary Fee-Bill for the Admiralty Courts. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
William Young, Chairman of the Committee of Corre- 
spondence of the Town of Worcester, relative to George 
Henry Fisher, a disaffected person, and John Holden, a 
prisoner, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of the Town of Worces- 
ter be empowered to furnish George Henry Fisher, a pri- 
soner, sent by order of (A) this Court to Worcester, with 
clothes suitable to his necessitous circumstances, and that 
they lay an account of their expenses before this Court, 
for allowance and payment. Furthermore, that the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence, (B) who thought proper to com- 
mit John Holden, a paper-maker by trade, to jail, for his 
insolent behaviour towards them, (C) be directed to keep 
the said Holden in jail until the further order of this 

Court. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to consider a Letter from 
Mr. Greenleaf, relative to Post-Riders, reported. Read, 
and accepted. 

Resolved, That Benjamin Epes, Cadwnllader Ford, 
Jun., Isaac Colton, Joseph Howland, and Timothy Good- 
win, be, and hereby are, dismissed as Post-Riders, for the 
future, and the Colony be at no further charge for their 
riding. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Captain Baichelder and 
Major Currier be on the Committee to take into consider- 
ation the Resolve of the Continental Congress, in the room 
of Major Cross and Colonel Bowers, who are absent. 

The Co mmiltee a nnronigj *? *-V" ■_-*- ~ l -' ~~ 



take into consideration the Petition for an exclusive right 
of manufacturing Copperas. 

The House then adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday, December 8, 177.'». 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down from the ho- 
nourable Board a report of a Letter to his Excellency Ge- 
neral Washington, relative to calling in the Militia. Read, 
and concurred. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Deacon Nichols, Major 
Johnson, Captain Parker, Mr. Hall, and Colonel Wil- 
liams, be a Committee to take into consideration the state 
of the Poor of Boston and Charlcstown, now in the Pro- 
vince, and report what is proper to be done. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Petition of Joshua Davis, (who was appointed by this 
Court an officer in the Army, with the pay and rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel,) praying for an allowance of part of 
his wages, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be paid to Colonel Joshua Davis 
the sum of thirty-one Pounds four Shillings, it being the 
pay of a Lieutenant-Colonel in the service of this Colony, 
from the first day of May up to the first day of August, 
which pay said Davis was allowed by a Resolve of this 
Court. 

On a motion, Ordered, That a message be sent to the 
honourable Board, to inform them that the House proposes 
to come to the choice of Delegates to attend the Continen- 
tal Congress, on Wednesday next, at three o'clock, P. M., 
by joint ballot, if agreeable to the honourable Board. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Mr. Cooper, 
and Mr. Story, be a Committee to take into consideration 
the conduct of Mr. Rand, brother of Dr. Rand, a suspect- 
ed person, and report what is proper to be done. 

A Bill, intituled "An Act for making and emitting of 
Bills of Publick Credit," having had three several readings, 
passed to be engrossed, by Colonel Dwight, Deacon 
Nichols, and Colonel Cuit. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker be a Committee to wait 
on his Excellency General Washington, and be informed 
whether his Excellency chooses to take into his care the 
Ordnance Stores received from this Colony, and if it is 
agreeable to give receipts for the same, as vouchers for a 
charge to the Continent. 

Ordered, That Doctor Fletcher, Colonel Perry, and 
Colonel Thompson, be a Committee to inquire what num- 
ber of Cannon belonging to the several towns and of what 
sizes, are now in the Continental Army under the care of 
General Washington. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board a Resolve of the House on the Petition of Wil- 
liam Young, Chairman of the Committee of Correspon- 
dence at Worcester, with the following Vote of Council 
thereon, viz : 

In Council, December 8, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendment at A, B and C, viz: At A, dele 
" this Court," and insert " the major part of the Council ; 
dele from B to C, and insert, "of the said town, who 
have thought proper to recommit to Jail for some late inso- 
lent behaviour, one John Holden, formerly a soldier in 
the Ministerial army." Read and concurred. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board the following Resolve of Council, viz: 

Resolved, That the (A) Deputy Secretary be, and he 
hereby is directed forthwith to take copies of all such 
Vouchers as the Committee appointed by this Court to 
prepare the Accounts of charges and expenses incurred by 
this Colony in the defence of American liberty, may think 
needful to transmit to the honourable Continental Con- 
gress: And that he carefully compare such copies with tli 
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with two cords of Fire-Wood per day only; and that the 
Town of Dtdham be henceforth directed to supply the 
Army at Cambridge with one cord of Fire-Wood per day, 
for the time and on the condition that the Town of No tick 
were originally ordered to do, in addition to three cords 
already ordered they should supply to the camp at Rox- 
bury. 

A Petition from the Committee of Inspection for the 



an exclusive privilege of manufacturing said articles for the 
term of ten years. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Low, Mr. Rawson, and 
Colonel Thompson. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Dummer Jewet, Esq., ap- 
ply to Doctor Calef, of Ipswich, and require of him such 
information relative to a new Ship lately built by his direc- 
tion at the New-Mills, as he can confirm, when called upon, 
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directed by them with regard to the mode of taking said 
copies." 

Ordered, That Deacon Plympton, Captain Partridge, 
and Captain Parker, be a Committee to take into consid- 
eration, and report to the House the expediency of con- 
sidering Petitions of the non-Commissioned Officers and 
Privates, as well as Commissioned Officers, who were 
wounded in the engagement of the 19th of April, and 17th 
of June last, and lost their arms and clothes, and what is 
to be taken as evidence in support of said Petitions. 

Afternoon. 

A Letter from the Committee at Point- Shirley, repre- 
senting the distressed situation of the Poor of Boston, 
arising from their effects being plundered by the Ministe- 
rial troops on their passage. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Pitts and Deacon Raw- 
son, with such as the honourable Board may join. 

Whereas, John Pigeon, the late Commissary of the 
Forces raised by this Colony, keeps his books at some 
distance from the Army, by reason whereof the Officers of 
the Army are prevented from settling their Rolls as ordered 
by this Court: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Pigeon be, and he 
hereby is directed to furnish the Officers of said forces 
with such Accounts as said Pigeon is possessed of, neces- 
sary to the making up their Rolls at Cambridge, and that 
he be desired to attend there, to settle said Accounts, as 
long as his presence there may be necessary. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Williams, Cap- 
tain Brown, and Captain Adams, be a Committee to hear 
the Member from Lincoln and the Member from Wal- 
tham, relative to carrying Wood to Cambridge and Win- 
ter-Hill, and determine where each of said towns shall 
carry their Wood. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday, December 9, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to consider what is proper to 
be done relative to one Rand, a suspected person, reported. 
The Report was read, and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas, by information given to this Court, there is 
great reason to apprehend Edward Rand, a pewterer, of 
Newburyporl, and brother of Doctor Rand, of Boston, 
has carried on a criminal correspondence with his brother, 
aforesaid, who is unfriendly to the cause of America : 

Therefore, Resolved, That Captain Epes forthwith re- 
pair to Mr. Winthrop Gray, at Maiden, or Point- Shirley, 
and inquire into the facts aforesaid, in confidence ; and, 
provided the said Gray shall confirm the same, that then 
the said Captain Epes forthwith repair to the Committee 
of Safety and Correspondence of Neivburyport, with this 
Resolve, who are hereby directed and empowered to cause 
said Rand to be immediately put under a sufficient guard, 
and his papers secured, until the further order of this Court. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cooper bring in a 
Resolve for agreeing with Mr. Revere. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Cuti, Mr. Lin- 
coln, and Mr. Bancroft, be a Committee to take into con- 
sideration the circumstances of the Prisoners in Worcester 
jail, in what method such Clothing as is necessary to make 
them comfortable shall be supplied, and report. 

Moses Gill, Esquire, brought down from the honourable 
Board a Report of the Committee on the Resolves of the 
Continental Congress, lately received. 

Ordered, That the Clerk write to Mr. Freeman, and 
desire his attendance as soon as may be. 

Mr. Cooper reported concerning Plates for striking off 
a new emission of Bills, as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That Henry Gardiner, Esquire, Receiver- 
General of this Colony, be, and hereby is directed to de- 
liver unto Mr. Paul Revere, Engraver, the two pairs of 
Copperplates, now in the keeping of said Receiver-General, 
from which the last emission of Bills was struck off, one 
pair of said Plates to be delivered upon the return of the 
other; and that Mr. Revere be directed to proceed, with 
all expediiion, in the cutting or engraving a new set of 
Plates for the striking off Bills of publick Credit, to the 
amount of seventy-five thousand Pounds, of the denomina- 
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tions specified in the Bill now pending for the emission of 
said sum, provided the same passes into an Act ; and that 
he be allowed for said service one penny and a half-penny, 
old tenour, for each Bill he shall strike off, he finding paper 
and every material that shall be necessary, and allowing a 
deduction to be made from the foregoing allowance of the 
sum of thirty shillings, lawful money, for the advantage 1)9 
will receive from the old Plates; and that Colonel Thomp- 
son be a Committee to take into keeping said Revere's 
Press, until the Plates shall be ready for the striking off 
said Bills, or any part of them. 

The Committee appointed to consider the expediency 
of providing Military Stores reported an Estimate and Re- 
solve, as follows, viz : 

Estimate of Military Stores necessary to be procured for 

this Colony. 
Ordnance, 4 18-pounders, ~) 

4 12 do. fat £20, - -£240 

4 9 do. ) 

8 6 do. at £10, - - - - 80 

Field-Pieces, 4 4 do. ^ 

10 3 do. \ at £8, - - 160 
_6 2 do. ) 
40 pieces in all. 
Mortars, 1 10-inch, } 

2 8 do. £ - - - - 150 

Howitzers, 2 8 do. ) 

Travelling-carriages for two 18-pounders, two 
12-pounders, two 9-pounders, four 6-pound- 
ers, twenty field-pieces, 30 pieces, at £24, 
with sponges, ladles, harness, for men and 
horses, complete, -------- 720 

Ten garrison-carriages, at £10, - ... - 100 00 
Three mortar-beds, -------- 72 00 

Two carriages for howitzers, ----- 48 00 

Four hundred round-shot for each piece of ord- 
nance, from 24 to 6-pounders, inclusively. 
One hundred round-shot for each field-piece, 

39 tons, at £15, - - 585 

Two hundred shells, 10-inch, 200 

Eight hundred shells, 8-inch, at 15*., - - - 600 
Fifty rounds case-shot for each 18, 12, 9, and 
6-pounder. One hundred rounds for each 
field-piece, 16,000, at 26*. 8d., - - - - 213 6 8 
One hundred thousand flints, at 40s., - - - 200 
Twenty tons of musket-ball, at £40, - - - 800 

Casting, 120 

Two tons of buckshot, ------- 100 00 

Five hundred pickaxes, at 7*., ----- 175 

Two hundred and fifty spades, ) onA A A 

Two hundred and fifty shovels, $ at a *'' " " ^ 00 
Two hundred bill-hooks, at 4s., - - - - 40 

Five hundred axes, handled, at 7.!., - - - 150 
Sixty crows, at 20*., -------- 60 

Fifty wheelbarrows, at 20s., - ----- 50 

One hundred reams of cartridge-paper, musket, 30 
Ten reams cannon ditto, - - - 24 

Three thousand eight-quart iron pots, bailed, 

at 4*. id., 650 

Three thousand wooden bowls, at 9d., - - - 1 12 10 
Two chests of carpenters' tools, - - - - 100 
A gin and blocks, with cordage, - - - - 16 

Weights and Measures for the Commissary. 

Twenty sets of tin measures, from a gallon to 

a half-gill, 8 10 

Twenty sets of weights, from a fifty-six to a 

quarter-pound, -----.--» 37 00 

Twenty pairs of scales, £10 Ws. — one pair 

large ditto, £7, 17 10 

To be procured as the Muskets shall be ob- 
tained: 

5,000 cartridge-boxes and belts, - £832 6 8 

5,000 belts and bayonets, - - - 750 

1,000 tents, (if the duck can be pro- 
cured,) 3,000 

100 bell-tents, 150 

—4,733 6 8 

One ton gun-match, -------- 120 

£10,917 3 4 
And all the powder that can be procured. 
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Resolved, That the Commissary of this Colony be, and 
he hereby is directed forthwith to provide, with the utmost 
diligence, sundry Military Stores, agreeable to the pre- 
ceding estimate, amounting to the sum of ten thousand 
nine hundred and seventeen Pounds three Shillings and 
four Pence ; that he procure such only as are of good qua- 
lity, and give the preference to the persons in this Govern- 
ment who will supply them at the most reasonable rates; 
and that he give certificates, from time to time, of the arti- 
cles received, and their amount, to the persons supplying 
the same, which certificates shall be considered by the 
Committees on Accounts as sufficient vouchers to the 
amount of said sum, exclusive of what the honourable 
Board shall deliver thereof to the Commissary to purchase 
such of the said Stores as must necessarily be procured 
out of this Colony ; and said Committees are directed to 
pass, and make payment of the same, accordingly ; and 
the honourable Board are hereby empowered to order so 
much of the said ten thousand nine hundred and seventeen 
Pounds three Shillings and four Pence out of the publick 
Treasury as the Commissary shall apply for and they 
shall find necessary, to procure what of the said articles 
cannot be procured in this Colony. 

— Afternoon. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
Samuel Freeman, dated November 25, 1775, concerning 
goods that were stolen at the burning of Falmouth. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Sullivan, Doctor Rice, 
and Colonel Sayer. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That three o'clock on Monday 
next, P. M., be assigned for the choice of a Committee to 
provide for erecting a Powder-Mill, and a Manufacturer of 
Gunpowder. 

A Petition of Ebenezer Beal, setting forth, that he re- 
ceived a wound in assisting in the taking an armed Cutter 
in Machias-River, and is thereby disabled from providing 
for himself, and praying for support. 

Read, and committed to the Committee for receiving 
Petitions of wounded men. 

Colonel Whitcomb brought down a Report of the Com- 
mittee on the Letter of Governour Trumbull. 

Whereas representation has been made to the Court, 
that supplies of provision more than are necessary for in- 
ternal consumption, and for such voyages as may be pro- 
secuted consistent with the Resolves of Congress and the 
General Assembly of this Colony, have been lately ship- 
ped from this and the neighbouring Colonies for the Islands 
of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard. (B.) 

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence for 
the Town of Falmouth, in the County of Barnstable, be, 
and they hereby are directed forthwith to return to this 
Court a true copy, upon oath, of all permits which they 
have granted to the inhabitants of Nantucket, or any other 
person, or persons, in their behalf, for obtaining provisions 
from the inhabitants of this and the neighbouring Colonies, 
to supply said inhabitants of Nantucket. (C.) And the 
Selectmen of the Town of Sherburne, on. the Island of 
Nantucket, as also of each town on Martha's Vineyard, 
are directed forthwith to make strict inquiry into the im- 
portation of provisions into the respective towns, since the 
28th of September last ; and of all provisions now into said 
towns; and to make returns thereof on oath to this Court 
as soon as may be : And the inhabitants of this Colony, 
and of the other United Colonies, are desired to withhold 
further supplies of provisions (D) from said Island, until 
the further recommendation of this Court ; and the Prin- 
ters of the Colonies aforesaid are respectively desired to 
cause this Resolve to be inserted in their newspapers. 

Read, and concurred with amendments at B, C, and 
D, viz : At B insert, " and that the inhabitants of the 
said Island of Nantucket have abused the indulgence of 
the Court by supplying our enemies with such provisions 
Sic, as were admitted to be transported to them for their 
internal consumption only." At C insert, " and to sus- 
pend granting any permits in future to the said inhabitants, 
pr any person on their behalf, until the further order of 
jhis Court. At D insert, " fuel or other necessaries." 

Ordered, That Mr. Story procure the above Resolve 
to be printed in the several publick Papers of this Colony, 
and a cop/ thereof conveyed to the Selectmen of Sher- 



burne, in Nantucket, and of the several towns in Martha's 
Vineyard, and the Committee of Correspondence in Fal- 
mouth. 

Mr. Gerry communicated an extract of a Letter from one 
of the Delegates of this Colony at the Continental Con- 
gress, inquiring what number of men in the Colony would 
engage as Marines; what vessels may be hired upon Go- 
vernment service, at what places others may be built, &sc. 

Read, and Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Mr. Gerry, 
and Colonel Orne, consider an answer to said Letter, 
and report. 

The House then adjourned to Monday next, three 
o'clock, P.M. _ 

Monday, December 11, 1775. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Watson go with a 
Message to the honourable Board, and inquire whether 
they have passed on a Resolve of this House providing 
for the disposal of certain parts of the Estates of such en- 
emies to their country as have fled therefrom. 

Mosrs Gill, Esquire, came down from the honourable 
Board, and said the Resolve is now under consideration. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Mr. Pitts, and Colonel 
Lovell, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a 
Committee to take into consideration a Letter from Thomas 
Crafts, Junior, informing that the Small-Pox has broke 
out in two families that are brought out of Boston, and that 
they are in great need of fire-wood. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board the Resolve on the Letter from Governour Trum- 
bull, on the conduct of the people at Nantucket. 

In Council, December II, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
with the foregoing amendments, with the addition at E, in 
the first amendment, viz: at E, add, "there is great reason 
to suspect." 

Read, and concurred in the amendments proposed. 

The Committee on the Petition of Ebenezer Beal re- 
ported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the Colony Trea- 
sury unto Ebenezer Beal, of Machias, the sum of sixteen 
Pounds, in full for his loss of time, six months, and his 
boarding. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That a Resolve of this House, 
of the 7th of this instant, for dismissing certain Post-Riders, 
be reconsidered, and that the Report be recommitted. 

Eldad Taylor, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board a Letter from the honourable the President of the 
Continental Congress, enclosing certain Resolves. 

Read, and Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Mr. Pitts, and 
Colonel Orne, with such as the honourable Board shall 
join, be a Committee to take into consideration the Resolves 
enclosed, and report. 

A Petition of Nchemiah Hinds, setting forth, that he 
has acted as Chief Surgeon from April 19th to July 20tii, 
following, and praying pay accordingly. 

Read, and committed to Doctor Fletcher, Colonel Mit- 
chell, and Mr. Hobart. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story go to the 
honourable Board and desire they would direct the Com- 
mittee on the Militia Bill to set as soon as may be. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board a Report of the Committee on the Petition of a 
number of Inhabitants of the Town of Pownalborough. 

Read, and Ordered, That the consideration of the above 
be taken up at ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

The Committee on an Extract of a Letter from a Mem- 
ber of this Colony at the Continental Congress, reported. 
Read and accepted. 

In the House of Representatives, December 11, 1775. 

Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is strongly recom- 
mended to the Committees of Correspondence and Safety 
of the Town of ..... , and in case of a deficiency of 
both said Committees, to the Selectmen of said town, that 
they cause to be made to this Court a true return of the 
number of men in said town who are desirous of inlisting, 
and fit for Marines, or Seamen, on board of armed vessels, 
either in the pay of the Continent or of this Colony, or 
of private adventurer?, who shall fix out said vessels ; also 
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the names of such persons as are desirous of entering the 
service aforesaid, and are qualified for commanders or other 
officers: Likewise the ships, brigantines, schooners or 
sloops in said town, suitable for armed vessels, which are to 
be sold or hired out; to whom they respectively belong; 
what their tonnage ; the depth of water they draw ; their 
breadth ; their decks; and what their age. And that said 
return be made, agreeable to the schedule herewith sent 
them, and without delay lodged in the Secretary's Office. 

Resolved, That the foregoing Resolve be printed and 
sent to the several maritime Towns in this Colony, with a 
special direction to each of the said Towns, by filling up 
the blank in the same, with the name of each Town to 
which it shall be sent. 

Resolved, That Colonel Thompson, be a Committee to 
cause the foregoing Resolve, and the Schedule annexed, to 
be printed and sent to the Towns mentioned therein. 

A Return from the Town of . . . . of persons qualified for Officers 
and Seamen who are desirous of inlisting on board of Armed Vessels 
in the service of the United Colonies, or of this Colony, or private 
adventurers; also, of the dimensions of Vessels fit for the purpose 
aforesaid, to be sold or hired out in said Town; the owners' names; 
age of the Vessels, &c., agreeable to the within Resolution of the 
General Courts. 
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The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Tuesday, December 12, 1775. 

A Petition of Jirch Willis, Clerk of the Committee of 
Correspondence of the Town of Dartmouth, setting forth 
the importance of that harbour and its defenceless state, 
and praying the attention of this House thereto. 

Read, and Ordered, That Colonel Orne and Captain 
Foster, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a 
Committee to consider the same, and report. 

Samuel Holicn, Esquire, brought down from the honour- 
able Board a Report of the Committee on the Letter from 
Thomas Crafts, Jun. 

In Council, December 12, 1775: Resolved, That the 
Committee of said Point-Shirley be, and they are hereby di- 
rected to make use of any old, decayed stores, barns, or fish- 
houses, as fuel for the relief of the sick and distressed, and, 
if necessary, to take down any publick building there for 
the purpose aforesaid, said Committee to render an account 
of their proceedings to the Court; and they are further di- 
rected to use their utmost endeavours to prevent the spread- 
ing of the small-pox, and make proper representations of 
the state of such persons as are put under their care to this 
Court, whenever they find there is occasion thereof. (A.) 

Read, and concurred, with the amendment at A, viz: 
At A insert, "and that Captain Foster and Captain Searl 
be a Committee to repair immediately to Point- Shirley, 
and cause such buildings as may be thought necessary to 
be taken down for fuel, to be apprized, and take any mea- 
sures, and give directions that shall appear to them neces- 
sary, to aid the Committee now there in procuring wood, 
and in preventing the spreading of the small-pox." 

The Report of the Committee on the Resolves of the 
Continental Congress, brought down from the honourable 
Board on the 9th instant. Read, and ordered to be recom- 
mitted. 

Mr. Sullivan, by order of the House, brought in the fol- 
lowing Resolve, 



Whereas, by a Resolve passed by this Court on the 6tli 
of December instant, it is 

Ordered, That certain persons for each County in this 
Colony should be appointed by the whole Court, to distri- 
bute the Certificates therein mentioned, to be signed by the 
Secretary for the purposes mentioned in said Resolve, under - 
such regulations as are in said Resolve provided. 

And, whereas, there would be too much expense of time 
in appointing such Committees by the whole Court: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the Council of this Co- 
lony shall be empowered from time to time, when neces- 
sary, to appoint in each County where the same shall be 
needed, such person, and two in the County of Lincoln, to . 
fill up and deliver out said Certificates according to the di- 
rection of the Resolve aforesaid. 

Jabez Fisher, Esquire, brought down from the honour- 
able Board a copy of a Letter from John Hancock and 
Thomas Cushing, Esquires, at Philadelphia, dated No- 
vember 29, 1775. 

Read, and upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story go 
with a message to the honourable Board, and desired that, 
if they have received other Letters from gentlemen at the 
Continental Congress, on the subject of the Letter just 
communicated, that they would favour this House with a 
view of them. 

Who returned that he had delivered the message. 

Jedediah Foster, Esquire, came down from the honour- 
able Board, and said that other Letters from gentlemen 
at the Continental Congress were then under the conside- 
ration of the Board, which they had determined to com-l 
municate previous to their receiving the last message. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Report of the Com- 
mittee on the Petition of a number of Inhabitants of the 
Town of Pownalborough, brought down yesterday, be con- 
sidered at four o'clock this afternoon. 

"~ ~ " Afternoon. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story, Colonel. 
Mitchell, and Mr. Pitts, be a Committee to consider 
whether any further measures can be taken more effectu- 
ally to prevent the spreading of the Small-Pox. 

John Wheicomb, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board, a number of Letters from the Delegates of this 
Colony at the Continental Congress. 

Resolved, That Mr. Putnam, Captain Parker, and Mr. 
Singhtary be, and they hereby are appointed a Committee 
to purchase so much Land, and such a part of the Stream, 
of Water in the Town of Sutton, as may be fully sufficient 
for the erecting a Mill in the said Town of Sutton, for the 
manufacturing (A) Powder. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Committee afore- 
said are hereby authorized and empowered to purchase the 
remains of a Powder-Mill in the Town of Stoughton, with 
so much of the Land and Stream adjoining the same, as 
may be sufficient to prepare said Mill for the manufacturing 
(A) Powder. And the said Committee are hereby em- 
powered to employ such skilful persons for the erecting and 
preparing said Mills for the manufacturing (A) Powder, and 
also, to provide such skilful persons as manufacturers, as 
may be sufficient for that purpose, and to lay the bills of 
the expenses thereof before this Court; and that, the said 
Committee contract for a sum not exceeding six hundred 
Pounds. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board the Report on the Resolves of the Continental Con- 
gress. 

In Council, December 12, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
and recommitted, and Ordered, That James Prescott, Esq., 
be of the said Committee, in the room of John Winthrop, ■ 
Esq., who is absent, Read, and concurred. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Committee for pro- 
curing Sulphur give publick notice, requesting all who are 
possessed of any quantity of that article to make sale of it 
to them ; and, all who shall know of any parcel, that they 
give information thereof as soon as may be. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the Petition from 
a number of the.lnhabitants of Pownalborough, be referred 
till ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Joseph Palmer, Esq., "brought down from the honourable 



Vili l*»i -1111111 



1335 MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DECEMBER, 1775. 



1336 



Board the Report on the Petition of the Selectmen of 
Needham. 

In Council, December 12, 1775 : Read, and concurred, 
as taken into a new draft. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Wednesday, December 13, 1775. 

Mr. Jewett having informed the House that he had 
applied to Doctor Calef, agreeable to order, for information 
relative to a Ship lately built at the New-Mills, in Danvers, 
and that Doctor Calef is now in waiting with the Papers 
relative to said Ship. 

It was moved, and Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Mr. 
Hopkins, and Colonel dishing, be a Committee to receive 
of Doctor Calef such Papers as he may have in possession 
that respect said Ship. 

Jabez Fisher, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board a certificate from J. Lowell, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Safety of Newburyport, certifying, that in conse- 
quence of a Resolve of the General Court, the said Com- 
mittee have examined the papers of Edward Rand, and 
find none that have relation to his political conduct, and 
that at the desire of Mr. Rand, he is sent to Watertown, 
and submitted to the direction of the Court. 

la Council, December 13, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That Samuel Holten, Esq., with such as the honourable 
House shall join, be a Committee to examine into the 
character and conduct of the said Edward Rand, touching 
|he charge alleged against him, and make Report. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr. Caldwell and Mr. Hop- 
Jcins are joined. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Daniel Sigourney be 
added to the Committee for taking care of the Inhabitants 
of Boston that may be conveyed out of that Town. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story go with a 
message to the honourable Board, informing them that the 
House propose to put off the choice of Delegates from this 
Colony at the Continental Congress, to Friday next, at ten 
o'clock, forenoon. 

Who reported that he had delivered the message. 

The Report of the Committee on the Petition of the 
Committee of Inspection for the East part of the Town, 
of Pownalborough, Inhabitants of that town, read again, 
and 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the Report 
be referred till the afternoon. 

Mr. Devans, from the Committee for procuring Wood 
and Hay for the Army, acquainted the House that the 
Quartermaster-General has lately informed them, that the 
supply of those articles is very inadequate. 

Ordered, That the consideration of this intelligence be 
taken up at three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Mr. Story brought in the following Resolve, which was 
read, and accepted : 

Resolved, That the Inhabitants of the Towns of Chelsea, 
Maiden, and Lynn, be desired to furnish the Committee of 
this Court at Chelsea, with a sufficient quantity of Fire- 
Wood on the present occasion ; and the Committee of 
Correspondence and the Selectmen of each of said towns 
are desired to afford all necessary assistance to the Com- 
mittee of this Court in furnishing them with that article. 

Aflomoon. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Committee for ex- 
amining Accounts of Innholders, and others, who afforded 
support to Colonel Phinney's Regiment on their march 
from Falmouth to the Army, be directed to examine the 
Accounts of all Innholders, and others, to the eastward of 

Cambridge, who afforded refreshment to Soldiers and Pri- 
soners to and from Head-Quarters. 

- Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan bring in a Resolve further 
empowering the Committee for supplying the Army with 
Wood and Hay, to procure the article of Hay. 

A Petition of Catharine Goldthwait, setting forth : "That 
the Committee of Correspondence of Marlborough have 
entered on the estate of Henry Barns, Esq., late of said 
town, whereon she, the said Catharine, a niece and adopted 
ieir of the said. Henry, and who has resided with him for 



about seventeen years, was left with part of bis family in 
possession ; that said Committee have sold part of the ef- 
fects, and propose to dispossess your petitioner and the rest 
of the family," and praying the interposition of this Court. 
Read, and committed to Mr. Rice, Colonel Porter, and 
Colonel Mitchell. 

Jabez Fisher, Esq., came down from the honourable 
Board, and said that the Board concurred with the House 
in further referring the appointment of the Delegates from 
this Colony to the Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That the Report on the Petition of the Com- 
mittee of Inspection of Pownalborough be considered to- 
morrow morning, at ten o'clock, in the forenoon. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board the Report of the Committee on the Resolves 
of the Continental Congress. 

In Council, December 13, 1775 : Read, as reported anew 
by the Committee, and sent down. 

In the Resolve, as reported anew, there is added at A, 
in the Resolution of the 9th of this instant, "The Commit- 
tee of Inspection, Correspondence, or Safety." 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Committee for hear- 
ing the Members from Lincoln and Waltham, respecting the 
Inhabitants of those towns carrying Wood to Cambridge 
and Winter-Hill, be directed to sit forthwith. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board a Resolve of this House of November 9th, providing 
for the due management of certain parts of the Estates of 
Refugees. 

In Council, December 13, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendments at A, B, and C, viz: at A, insert, 
"have left no person to occupy the same, and"; at B, 
insert, " on oath"; at C, insert, " That justice may here- 
after be done to the publick, as, also, to those individuals, 
when due inquiry can be made into their conduct." 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That a message go to the 
honourable Board, requesting them to direct the Commit- 
tee for bringing in a Militia Bill, to sit immediately. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board the Resolve empowering a Committee to procure 
Powder-Mills to be erected and repaired. Passed in Coun- 
cil, viz: 

In Council, December 13, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendment at A, viz: at A, insert "gun." 

Read, and concurred, and Captain Crane and Captain 
Vose are added to the Committee mentioned in said Re- 
solve. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday, December 14, 1775. 
John Whetcomb, Esq., brought down the Report of a 
Committee appointed to prepare and bring in. a Bill for rais- 
ing and regulating a Militia in this Colony, containing the 
heads of such a Bill. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down the Petition of Wil- 
liam Fa yie, relative to certain Arms taken from a Sergeant: 
in the service of the enemy, at the battle of Lexington, 
with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, December 14, 1775: Ordered, That tho 
Petitioner notify the within-named Joseph Hayward, by 
serving him with an attested copy of this Petition and Or- 
der, that he may have opportunity to show cause, if any 
he hath, on the 21st day of this instant December, why the 
prayer of this Petition should not be granted. 

Ordered, That Colonel Mitchell,Mr. Wood, Mr. Whit- 
ney, Mr. Jewett, Deacon Rawson, Captain Die, and Major 
Fuller, be a Committee to proportion one hundred and fifty 
tons of English, and fifty tons of salt Hay, (to be provided 
for the Army,) among a number of tQivns in this Colony. 

Ordered, That the Commissary-General of this Colony 
be directed to receive a number of Fire-Arms, manufac- 
tured by Mr. Bashmar, and allow him three Pounds each, 
for the same. 

Ordered, That Major Ely be on the Committee ap- 
pointed to hear the Members from Lincoln and Waltham, 
relative to those towns carrying Wood to Cambridge and 
Winter-Hill, in the room of Colonel Williams, absent. 
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Resolved, That at four o'clock, in the afternoon, this 
House will resolve itself into a Committee of the whole 
House, for the consideration of the Heads of a Militia Bill. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
several Resolves of the Continental Congress, read, and 
recommitted. 

Afternoon. 

A Letter from his Excellency General Washington, en- 
closing a Letter from Colonel Otis and Colonel Freeman, 
relative to Shubael Lovttt, a Tory, taken prisoner by Col- 
onel Otis. Read, and sent up.* 

A Petition of the Committee of Correspondence of 
Pownalborovgh, relative to the conduct of Captain Timo- 
thy Lrtngdon, and praying the Court to explain the Re- 
solve of Congress relative to stationing soldiers on the 
sea-coast. Read, and committed to Colonel Gushing, 
Captain Gates, and Colonel Cutt. Captain Langdon and 
Captain Reed, the bearer of the Petition, to be heard by 
the Committee on the subject thereof. 

The Committee appointed to take under consideration 
the state of the Prisoners in Worcester Jail, reported. 
Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of the Town of Worcester 
be, and they are hereby directed and empowered carefully 
to examine the said Prisoners, in said Jail, and supply 
them with clothing and fuel, so far as they shall think is 
absolutely necessary to make them comfortable, and no 
further, and lay their account before this Court for exami- 
nation and allowance. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses, appointed to inquire into the 
character and conduct of Edward Rand, viz : That there 
is no evidence sufficient to support the charge alleged 
against said Rand, and that, in general, his character 
stands fair, and that he be discharged without any further 
inquiry. Samuel Holten, per order. 

In Council, December 14, 1775: Read, and accepted, 

* Cambridge, December 14, 1775 Sir: I received the enclosed let- 
ters, and refer them, with the prisoner, to the consideration of tho 
honourable House, at which you preside. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant. 

By his Excellency's command: Stephen Moyi.an, P. T. S. 

To the Honourable James Warren, Esq., Speaker of tho honourable 
House of Representatives, Massachusetts-Bay. 

In the House of Representatives, December 14, 1775 : Read, with 
the Letters accompanying, and sent up. J. Warren, Speaker. 

In Council, December 18, 1775: Read, and, on examination of the 
said Shubael Lovell by the major part of the Council, Ordered, That 
the said Shubael Lovell be sent to the Jail in Plymouth, and there held 
in close confinement, until he give bond, with good sureties, for the 
liberty of the yard, and be supported there at his own expense, until 
tho further order of the major part of the Council, and that a mittimus 
go to the Keeper of the said Jail accordingly. 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

Barnstable, December 12, 1775. — May it please your Excellen- 
cy: The enclosed letter was sent mo by the Governour of Rhode-Is. 
land, on the receipt of which, with tho advice of the Field Officers of 
this regiment, I took up the writer, and, with tho advice of Colonel 
Otis, have Bent the man to your Excellency, by Lieutenant Lothrop. 
The two men mentioned in the letter, we talked with, but have dis- 
missed them till further orders, as there was no proof against them but 
their being mentioned in the letter sent Captain Ayscough. 

As to Mr. Lovell's character and situation, he is one that we have 
always looked upon as a Tory, and something busy in the Opposition. 
lie has a large family of small children that want his assistance. I 
pity the man's folly. As I shall be at Head-Quarters this week, with 
the Militia ordered from this regiment, shall do myself the honour lo 
wait on you further about the matter. Should be glad Lieut. Lothrop 
might have the care of him till I see your Excellency, t am your Ex- 
cellency's most obedient, humble servant, Joseph Otis. 
To His Excellency General Washington, per Lieut. Lothrop. 

Sandwich, December 12, 1775.— May it please your Excellency: 
Colonel Otis, the younger, the author of the letter to your Excellency 
enclosed herewith, sent the same open to me, as we were together in 
ordering Mr. Lovell apprehended and sent a prisoner to your Excellen- 
cy. Upon reading it, I thought it would not be improper to add, that 
the two Lovells mentioned in this delinquent's letter, owned that they 
told Shubael Lovell, the prisoner, they wished he had returned their 
names to the King's officers as friends to Government, and as having 
refused to take up arms, &c. 

This Shubael, though he appears an ignorant fellow, hath considera- 
ble influence among the Barnstable Tories, hath practised coasting to 
Nantucket the summer past, and I have no doubt hath communicated 
every thing of intelligence to the navy, if not frequently supplied them 
with provisions. Doctor Gelston, to whom he alludes in his letter, we 
have taken a number of depositions of his having supplied them consi- 
derably from Nantucket. He swears he will do it in defiance of the 
people, and threatens communicating the small-pox to .any one who 
resists him. I wish he was taken, but cannot get any pno, as yet, to 



and Ordered, That the said Rand be discharged without 
further inquiry. Read, and concurred. 

The House, according to the Order of the Day, resolved 
itself into a Committee of the whole House, to consider the 
Heads of a Militia Bill; and, having appointed the Hon. 
William Cooper, Esq., Chairman, the Speaker left the 
chair. 

The Speaker reassumed the chair, and the Committee, 
by their Chairman, reported, that the said heads of the Mili- 
tia Bill, as amended, be accepted. They were, accordingly, 
read, and accepted, and the Committee of both Houses, 
who brought in the same, were directed to bring in a Bill 
agreeable thereto. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. 

Friday, December 15, 1775. 

A Petition of Thomas Russell, praying that the Court 
would permit him to send a schooner to the foreign West- 
Indies, in ballast, &c. Read, and thereon Ordered, That 
Mr. Speaker, Mr. Hopkins, and Colonel Saivyer, with 
such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee 
to consider the matter at large, and report. 

A Petition of Lemuel Williams, of Dartmouth, praying 
that he may have liberty to export a certain cargo for the 
purpose of procuring arms, ammunition, &c, Read, and 
ordered to lie. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to inform them that this House is now ready to proceed, by 
joint ballot with the Board, to the choice of five gentle- 
men to represent this Colony at the Continental Congress, 
agreeable to the Order of the Day. 

Joseph Palmer, Esquire, came down and informed the 
House, that the Board are now ready to join with the 
House in the choice of five gentlemen to represent this 
Colony at the Continental Congress : 

Whereupon, Mr. Hopkins, Colonel Cushing, and Cap- 
join me in sending on for him. I hope your Excellency will take care 
that ho is taken. The depositions concerning him are now in the 
hands of Joseph Nye, Esq., at the General Court. I shall be furnished 
with more, and be at Head-Quarters with Colonel Otis, this week, by 
Thursday, when shall take the liberty to wait on your Excellency. In 
the mean time, I am, with the greatest sincerity, your Excellency's 
obedient, humble servant, N, Freeman. 

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., Captain-General, and 

Commander of the Continental Army at Cambridge, per Lieutenant 

Lothrop. 

Nantucket, November 16,1775. — Captain Ayscough. Sir: After 
my humble respects to you, I am very sorry of the misfortune you met 
with, as I was informed, by the master of your tender, that you had very 
much hurt one of your eyes, which I took this opportunity to let you 
know that I am still a good friend to Government, and to let you know, 
by writing, that I never have been actor in any things against Govern- 
ment, and have never taken up any carnal weapons against the King's 
troops, but have suffered so aB to have my gun taken from me, because 
I havo bore my testimony against the measures that the America 
have taken to get their liberties, as they say they do ; and, as I will not 
take up arms against the King's troops, and to rightly boar the title of 
a Rebel against my King, I have been threatened of being shot by those 
that is greatly against Government, yet I never intend to take up arms 
(through Divine assistance, although I may lose my life,) against my 
King, knowing he has undoubted right to be a terror to evil-doers, and 
I hope he will be a praise to them that do right. 

Captain Ayscough, I shall take it a great favour, and should be hum- 
bly obliged to you, if you would inform the Governour and Admiral of 
me, as it is not a thing impossible for me (by land) to get a letter to 
Boston, or to come myself, to let them know my mind, without risking 
my life, and wife and children's lives, and lo lose all my estate ; and, 
as you took me and my schooner, about two or three months ago, as I 
was going into Nantucket, and did use me with great civility, and I 
did then let you know my mind about the forces, and you did take my 
name down, and where I lived, which now makes me to take the bold- 
ness to trouble you with these few lines, desiring you would oblige mo 
so much as to do all you can for me in these evil times, that if it should 
please the King's Majesty to show any mercy to any innocent persons, 
that I might share part with such, as a true King's subject, so that I 
might save my life and estate, if the King should conquer the America. 
And I would, also, inform you that I have got a brother, and a cousin, 
whose name is Daniel Lovell and Christopher Lovell, which, both of 
them, are good friends to Government, which did desire me, that if |t 
had a chance, to inform some of the King's officers of them. 

And now, pray, sir, don't let any body that is of the America party 
to know that I ever sent a letter to you, or that I ever desired you to 
return my name to the Governour, by no moans, if you have any re- 
gard to my life ; and you will, in keeping it private, greatly oblige mo, 
your humble servant, Shubael Lovell, of Barnstable, 

Living at Hingham. 
To Captain James Ayscough, of His Majesty's ship Swan. 

P, S, Pray, sir, be pleased to accept a few vegetables, to be deliver- 
ed to you by Doctor Gelston, a bold and staunch friend tp Government 
and me, S, Lovkll. 
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lain Batchelder, viexe appointed to receive the votes on the 
part of the House. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that this House propose that the gentle- 
men to be elected to represent this Colony at the Conti- 
nental Congress, shall continue in office until the last day 
of December next. 

Walter Spooner, Esquire, came down and informed the 
House that the honourable Board had agreed with the said 
proposal. 

Leave was given to Colonel Ward to withdraw his Re- 
turn of those men in General Ward's Regiment, who lost 
their clothes in the battle on the 17th June last. 

The Committee appointed to inquire whether the Com- 
missary-General of this Colony and his Deputies have a 
right to make contracts with bakers, and whether such con- 
tracts have been made? 

Reported, that upon examination had of the several 
papers herewith exhibited relative to that matter, they can- 
not find that the Commissary-General, whatever his right 
might have been as to contracting with bakers for the Co- 
lony aforesaid, made any other than one and the same 
general agreement with the whole choir; nor can they find 
that the Commissary-General aforesaid delegated other 
power to any of his sub-Commissaries ; therefore, are of 
opinion that no distinction ought to be made in their pay 
upon any pretence whatever. Read, and accepted. 

The Committee appointed to receive the votes of the 
House for five gentlemen to represent this Colony at the 
Continental Congress, having carried up the same, 

Reported, that the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., 
Honourable Samuel Adams, Esq., Honourable John Adams, 
Esq., Honourable Robert Treat Paine, Esq., and Elbridge 
Gerry, Esq., were chosen. 

Jabez Fisher, Esquire, brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses appointed to consider sundry 
Resolves of the Continental Congress. 

— Afternoon. 

A Petition from the Town of Maiden, setting forth the 
inconvenience attending its supplying the Army with three 
cords and-an-half of Wood daily, and praying relief. 

Read, and committed to Colonel Woodbridge, Deacon 
Batchelder, and Major Johnson. 

A Petition of Samuel Brewer, setting forth, that he was, 
on the 5th day of May last, appointed by General Tho- 
mas, an Adjutant-General of the Army at Roxbury, the 
duty of which office he performed till the first day of Au- 
gust, and praying a consideration for his services. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Story, Colonel Porter, and 
Major Wood. 

It having been represented to this House that Mr. Eli at 
Haskitt Derby, a Member of this House had, contrary to 
the Association of the Continental Congress, imported Cof- 
fee and other things from the English West-India Islands : 

Ordered, That Captain Foster, Mr. Bryant, and Cap- 
tain Eves, be a Committee to repair immediately to Salem 
to make full inquiry into the matter, and to direct the at- 
tendance of the said Derby to his duly in this House. 

Ordered, That the Doorkeeper immediately apprehend 
Mr. Abiel Wood, and him hold in safe custody until the 
further order of this House. 

The Report of the Committee of both Houses, appoint- 
ed to examine into the conduct of Abiel Wood and Jona- 
than Williamson, of Pownnlborough, accepted by the 
honourable Board, was read and non-concurred, and order- 
ed to be recommitted. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Captain 
Batchelder, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Phillips, and Colonel 
Thompson, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for the 
purpose of establishing Committees of Correspondence in 
the several towns in this Colony. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that this House propose to come (o the 
choice of the Sea-Coast Officers, for the. Town of Glouces- 
ter, agreeable to a late Resolve of this ourt. 

Accordingly, Jedediah Foster, Esquire, came down and 
informed the House that the honourable Board agreed to 



the said proposal ; and at the same time brought down the 
Heads of a Militia Bill, with the following Vote of Council 
thereon, viz : 

In Council, December 15, 1775 : Read, and concurred, 
with the amendments following, viz: at A, in the 1st, 3d, 
7th and 8th Heads add, "or the major part of them." 

Read, and concurred, with the amendments proposed. 

In the House of Representatives, December 15, 1775. 

Whereas, by papers and depositions now before this 
House, relating to Abiel Mood, of Pownalborough, in the 
County of Lincoln, merchant, who is now in the custody 
of the Doorkeeper of this House, there is great reason to 
believe that the said Wood, has been, within the summer 
past, acting in open violation to the Association entered 
into by the Members of the honourable Congress of Ame- 
rica, in behalf of their constituents ; and that the said Wood 
has used his influence to discourage the people, as well 
from obeying the present Government of this Colony, as 
uniting in the cause of their country, and thereby has given 
reason to suspect him to be a person unfit to go at large. 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said papers and affida- 
vits be laid before the honourable Council of this Colony, 
and that the said Council be, and they hereby are request- 
ed to take into custody the said Wood, and bring him be- 
fore them, and deal with him in such manner as may be 
for the security of this Colony and all America ; and that 
he may be so secured as that he cannot hereafter use his 
influence to discourage the people of this Colony in man- 
ner as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to bring in a 
Militia Bill, be directed to insert a clause to prevent the 
private soldiers firing away their powder without leave of 
their Officers. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
sundry Resolves of the Continental Congress, brought down 
the 9th current, was read, amended, and accepted, and is 
as follows, viz : 

That a Committee of both Houses be appointed to en- 
gage and fix out with all possible despatch, on the account 
and risk of this Colony, ten vessels, to be laden with as 
much provision, horses, or any other produce of this Co- 
lony, except horned cattle, sheep, hogs, and poultry, as 
they may deem necessary for the importation of ammu- 
nition, sulphur, saltpetre, arms, and German steel, for the 
manufacturing gun-locks, &c. And that the said Com- 
mittee be empowered to give orders to the commander of 
every such vessel to export the said cargo to the foreign 
West-Indies, for the purposes aforesaid. 

Ordered, That Mr. Starkweather be on the Committee 
appointed to explain the Commission of the Committee to 
consider the Petitions of those who were wounded and left 
their arms and clothes in battle, in the room of Mr. Par- 
tridge, absent. 

Resolved, That all the Post-Offices and Post-Riders 
employed by the late Congress of this Colony, be dismiss- 
ed from any further service. 

Ordered, That the Doorkeeper employ two persons to 
hold Abiel Wood in safe custody until to-morrow. 

Resolved, That eleven o'clock, to-morrow morning, be 
assigned for the choice of a Committee to fix out vessels to 
go to the West-Indies after Powder. 

A Memorial of the Committee of Inspection for the 
Town of Newburyport. Read. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story and Mr. Wheeler, with such 
as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to consi- 
der the Memorial from the Committee of Inspection of New- 
bur yporl, relative to the conduct of Benjamin Balch,o( said 
town, in exporting fish, contrary to a Resolve of Congress. 

A Petition of William Crawford, setting forth the cir- 
cumstances of the people at Fenobscot-River, and parts 
adjacent. 

Read, and the petitioner had leave to withdraw his Pe- 
tition. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. 

Saturday, December 16, 1775. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
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desiring that they would send down the Bill for an emis- 
sion of Bills of juiblick Credit, if they have not passed 
upon it. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Mr. Wheeler, and Colonel 
Thurston, be a Committee to consider a Leiter from the 
Committee of the County of Fairfax, in Virginia, and a 
Letter from General Washington, enclosing it, relative to a 
sum of money sent to him for the suffering poor of Boston. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down a Bill for an emission 
of Bills of publick Credit. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee appointed to consider the representation of the 
Committee of Correspondence of the Town of Dartmouth, 
viz: 

That by said representation, and that of Mr. Jireh Willis, 
it appears to this Committee to be a matter of sueh impor- 
tance as to demand the attention of the publick ; and the 
Committee are of opinion that there ought to be a Com- 
mittee of Court appointed to view the premises and report. 

J. Palmek, per order. 

In Council, December 16, 1775: Read, and accepted, 
and Ordered, That Walter Spooncr, Esq., with such as 
the honourable House shall join, be a Committee for the 
purposes mentioned in the above Report. 

Read, and concurred ; and Captain Hathaway and Dr. 
Baylies are joined to the Committee of the honourable 
Board. 

A Letter from his Excellency General Washington, en- 
closing a copy of sundry Resolves of the Continental Con- 
gress. Read and sent up. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips, Colonel Otis, and Major 
Bliss, be a Committee to consider and report some further 
and more effectual measures for supplying the Army with 
Wood. ' 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that this House is ready, agreeable to the 
Order of the Day, to come to the choice of Sea-Coast Of- 
ficers for the Town of Gloucester, agreeable to a late Re- 
solve of this Court ; and that the House propose to begin 
with the choice of a General Officer. 

Voted, That this last Order be reconsidered, and that a 
message go to the honourable Board informing them that 
this House propose to put off the choice of said Officers 
for the Town of Gloucester, until Tuesday next, ten o'clock, 
A.M. 

Walter Spooncr, Esq., accordingly came down and in- 
formed the House that the honourable Board agreed to the 
said proposal. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Report of 
the Committee relative to fixing out Vessels for Powder, 
&.c, with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, December 16, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
and thereupon Resolved, That William Sever, Benjamin 
Greenleaf, and Moses Gill, Esquires, with such as the 
honourable House shall join, be a Committee for the pur- 
poses mentioned in the above Report. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr. Speaker, Colonel Orne, 
Captain Foster, and Major Cross, are joined to the Com- 
mittee of the honourable Board. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Mr. Phillips, and Major 
Bliss, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for altering the 
style and title of the chief officer to be appointed for the 
Town of Gloucester, agreeable to a late Resolve of this 
Court. 

Ordered, That the Bill for an emission of Money (be- 
ing amended) be sent up to the honourable Board. 

James Prescott, Esq., brought down a Letter from the 
honourable James Otis, Esq., in Barnstable, relative to 
the conduct of the Tories there, and, in particular, of a 
person at the head of them, who professes himself a Whig, 
with the following Order of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, December 16, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That Walter Spooner and Moses Gill, Esqs., with such as 
the honourable House shall join, be a Committee to take 
the foregoing Letters and collateral papers into consider- 
ation, and report. 

Read, and concurred, and Col. Freeman, Mr. Cooper, 
and Colonel Gushing, are joined. 



Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
desiring that they would direct said Committee to sit forth- 
with. 

A Memorial of Jacob Boardman, of Neioburyport, set- 
ting forth, that he, with a number of others, inhabitants of 
said town, had made preparations for a voyage to Europe, 
for gunpowder, and other military stores, and praying the 
Court (if their intention is thought to tend to the publick 
advantage) to give them suitable encouragement. 

Read, and committed to Colonel Freeman, Mr. Crane, 
and Doctor Baylies. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the Letter of Ge- 
neral Washington, with a copy of sundry Resolves of the 
Continental Congress, (sent up to the Board this day,) 
with the following vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, December 16, 1 775 : Read, and committed 
to the Committee of both Houses already appointed to 
consider the former part of the said Resolves of Congress. 

The Committee appointed to consider what further 
measures are necessary for supplying the Army with Wood, 
reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That some Member be immediately sent to 
the Selectmen of each cf the towns, who are directed by a 
late Resolve of General Assembly to supply the Army 
daily with Wood, and make inquiry if the directions of said 
Resolve have been fully complied with; if not, that they 
enjoin said Selectmen, that they by no means fail to cause 
it to be done, as they tender their own safety; and that in 
case of any failure hereafter, they give immediate notice 
to the Chairman of the Committee of this Court for sup- 
plying Wood, and the reasons thereof: And also that the 
said Selectmen be requested to cause as much more than is 
set to their respective towns as they possibly can, to bo 
daily carried to the Army. That application be made to 
the Selectmen of the Towns of Medford and Watertown, 
that the former cause the quantity of three-and-a-half cords 
to be carried daily to the wood-yard on Prospect-Hill, and 
the latter the quantity of three cords to be daily carried to 
Cambridge. That the Town of Lincoln have the liberty 
to carry the quantity of Wood apportioned to them to the 
wood-yard in Cambridge. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips, Major Bliss, and Colonel 
Carpenter, be a Committee to see that the foregoing Re- 
solve be carried into execution. 

Ordered, That Capt. Goodman and Mr. Starkweather 
1 e on the Committee appointed to consider the state of the 
Poor of Boston and Charlcstown, and report what is best 
to be done. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story get the Resolve relative to 
the Army bringing in their Muster-Roils to the 1st of Au- 
gust, printed in the next Watertown Gazette. 

Afternoon. 

John Taylor, Esquire, brought down an examination of 
Captain David Duers and Mr. Joseph Akin taken by the 
Committee of Inspection of the Town of Dartmouth, rela- 
tive to the Nantucket, people supplying the Army with pro- 
vision, with the following Order of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, December 16, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That Walter Spooner and Moses Gill, Esquires, with such 
as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee to 
take the foregoing representation under consideration, and 
report. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr. Story, Colonel Cushing, 
and Mr. Pitts, are joined. 

A Petition of Joshua Fabyan, praying that he may be 
paid the amount of an account exhibited for supply to the 
Militia who were assembled from different parts of the 
County of Cumberland, in consequence of an attack made 
upon the Town of Falmouth by Captain Moivat, on the 
18th of October last. Read, and ordered to lie. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pitts and Mr. Story be on the Com- 
mittee to consider the Letter of the Honourable Colonel 
Otis, relative to the Barnstable Tories, in the room of Col- 
onel Freeman and Mr. Cooper, excused. 

The Committee appointed to proportion one hundred 
and fifty Tons of English, and fifty Tons of salt Hay on 
the several Towns, to be procured for the American Army 
reported. Read, and accepted. 
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^Whereas, a considerable quantity of Hay is wanted for 

the use of the American Army, and, unless speedily sup- 
plied, very great inconveniences, and, perhaps, fatal con- 
sequences may ensue. 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the several Towns men- 
tioned in the schedule hereto annexed, be called upon im- 
mediately to furnish such quantity of Hay, and of such sort, 
and to cause the same to be conveyed to such camp as is 
therein pointed out, for which they will be allowed and 
paid at the rate of five Pounds per ton for English Hay, 

"and forty Shillings per ton for salt Hay ; and it is expected 
that the teamsters take of the person, or persons, authorized 
to receive such Hay, certificates expressing the quantity 

1 they deliver; and that such certificates be transmitted to 

'" the Secretary's Office within twenty days from the date 
hereof. 

And it is earnestly recommended to the Selectmen and 
Committees of Correspondence of those Towns, respec- 
tively, as they regard their own, and their country's wel- 
fare, to see that this requisition be punctually complied with 
oh their part ; and the gentlemen hereafter named, are ap- 
pointed a Committee to cause this Resolve to be commu- 
nicated to the several Towns concerned ; and to take such 

"further steps as may be necessary to procure a full compli- 
ance with the same, viz : Mr. Terry and Mr. Kingsbury, for 
Suffolk County ; Mr. Phillips and Mr. Moody, for Essex; 

"Deacon Plympton, Mr. Hayward, and Mr. Bent, for Mid- 
dlesex; and Colonel Cushing, for Plymouth. 

To be carried to Roxbuky Camp. 

English Hay. English Hay. 

Bridgewater, - tons, 6 Braintree, j tons, 4 

Wrentham, - - - 1 Hingham, - - - 2 

Medfield, ... 1 Weymouth, - - - 2 

Dedham, - - - 5 Abington, - - - 1 

Dorchester, - - - 9 Scituate, - - - 2 

And 5 tons of salt Hay. Pembroke, - - - 1 

Roxbury, - - - 9 Hanover, - - - 2 

.And 5 tons of salt Hay. Milton, - - - 3 

StoughtonandStoughton- Brookline, 3 tons of salt 
ham, - - - 3 Hay. 

To be carried to Cambridge Camp. 

English Hay. English Hay. 

Watertown, - tons, 5 Brookline, - ions, 9 

Newton, ... 5 Littleton, - - - 1 

Bradford, - - - 1 Stoneliam, - - - 1 

Ipswich, ... 5 Lexington, - - - 2 

Rowley, - - - 1 Acton, - - - 1 

Boxford, - - - 1 Sudbury, - - - 9 

Newbury, ... 3 Stow, - - - 2 

Southborough, - - 2 Andover, ... 4 

Medford, - - - 2 Sherburne, - - - 1 

VVoburn, ... 5 Marlborough, - - 5 

Maiden, lOtonssalt Hay. Lynn, 10 tons salt Hay. 

Reading, - - - 4 Concord, ... 5 

Bedford, - - - 2 Topsfield, - - - 1 

Framingham,- - - 3 Chelsea, 10 tons salt Hay. 

■ Dan vers, - - - 2 Waltham, - - - 3 

Beverly, 4 tons salt Hay. Little Cambridge, - 5 

Lincoln, - - - 3 And 3 tons of salt Hay. 

Holliston, - - - 2 Weston, ... 3 

*" The House then adjourned to Monday next, ten o'clock, 
A. M. __ 

Monday, December 18, 1775. 

A Petition of William Tallman, of Dartmouth, praying 
for liberty to export a cargo to the West-Indies, for the 
purpose of procuring Anns and Ammunition. Read, and 
committed to the Committee appointed to fit out Vessels 
for that purpose. 

The Committee on the Petition of Catharine Gold- 
thwait, reported. Read, and not accepted, and the Peti- 
tion was dismissed. 

A Petition of Joseph Dean, praying that the Court would 
permit him to send a Vessel to Surinam with molasses 
casks, to bring home the amount of a certain sum due to 
him in the produce of that place. Read, and committed 
to the Committee appointed the 15th current, to consider 
the subject-matter oT Thomas Russell's Petition. 

A Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire, 



President of the Continental Congress, enclosing two Re- 
solves of said Congress relative to raising a new Army of 
twenty thousand three hundred and seventy-two men, offi- 
cers included, to lie before Boston. Read, and sent up. 

Ordered, That Colonel Thompson, Mr. Hopkins, and 
Colonel Cushing, be a Committee to consider a represen- 
tation of Philip Hodgkins, relative to the capture of the 
Sloop Advance, from Boston, commanded by Captain iVe- 
hemiah Eastman, with two Depositions accompanying ; to- 
gether with a Memorial of the Committee of this Court at 
Union-River, respecting the same Sloop; and likewise, 
respecting the Brig Betsy, commanded by Captain Ben- 
jamin Wormstead, bound from Boston to Halifax, who 
delivered himself and Vessel to the Coin miltee of Deer- 
Island. 

And, also, a Petition of the said Committee at Union- 
River, praying for liberty to send a number of Vessels 
which are by them detained for countervailing the Re- 
solves of Congress, to the Southern Colonies for provi- 
sion. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider 
the foregoing papers, be directed to inquire into the con- 
duct of Colonel Cargill, relative to the said Sloop Advance, 
and report what is proper to be done. 

The Committee on the Petition and Account of the Se- 
lectmen of Newburyport, for carting Provisions, and also 
for sundry articles supplied the men who marched from 
that town on the 1 9th April last. Read, and committed. 

A Letter from the Committee of Frenchman's Bay, at 
the Eastward, representing that Captain John Rust has 
delivered to their care two hundred and eighty-eight bush- 
els of Wheat, and nineteen barrels of Ship-stuff, being do- 
nations for the Town of Boston ; and wishing they might 
have liberty to make use of it for the inhabitants of that 
part of the Colony, praying, however, the direction of this 
Court. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Cooper, Mr. Swift, and 
Mr. Wheeler. 

John Taylor, Esquire, brought down the Report of the 
Committee appointed to consider sundry Depositions rela- 
tive to some of the inhabitants of the Island of Nantucket, 
and a Letter from the Honourable James Otis, Esquire, of 
Barnstable, relative to the conduct of the Tories of that 
town, viz : 

The Committee find there is great reason to suspect that 
some of the said inhabitants of Nantucket have had undue 
connection with some of the officers and soldiers belonging 
to our enemy's fleet ; and it having been made to appear to 
this Committee, by the depositions aforesaid, that a certain 
Doctor Samuel Gelston, of said Island, has been guilty of 
many infamous practices in supplying our said enemies 
with provisions, Sic, contrary to the Resolution of the Con- 
tinental Congress, the authority of this Court, and the 
known sense of the whole Continent : 

Therefore, beg leave to report, by way of Resolve, viz : 

Resolved, That Major Joseph Dimock, of Falmouth, in 
the County of Barnstable, be, and he hereby is empower- 
ed and directed to repair to said Island of jV«H/wc/i:e/,witli 
such assistance as he shall think sufficient, and apprehend 
said Samuel Gelston, and bring him before this Court as 
soon as may be, that he be dealt with according to the na- 
ture of his high-handed offence, and that he be, and he 
hereby is empowered and directed to command such aid 
and assistance as he may need, in order to apprehend said 
Gelston, and the Committee ask leave to sit again. 

In Council, December 18,1775: Read, and accepted, 
and the Committee are ordered to sit again. Read, and 
concurred. 

The House considered the amendments proposed by the 
honourable Board to be made in a Resolve of this House, 
brought down the 13th current, which passed the 9th of 
November last, relative to the management of the Estates 
of Refugees, and thereupon concurred with the amendments 
proposed at B, and non-concurred with those proposed at. 
A and C. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to know if they have passed upon the Resolve of this House,, 
on the Petition from the Town of Hardwick, relative to 
the estate of Brigadier Ruggles, a Refugee. 

Walter Spooner, Esquire, accordingly came down and 
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informed the House that the honourable Board had not 
passed upon it, and acquainted the House that the Board 
desired to know if this House had passed upon the amend- 
ments proposed by the Board to be made in a Resolve of 
the House passed the 9th November last, relative to the 
management of the Estates of Refugees. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee on the Petition of Joshua Hathaway, 
entered December 15, reported. 

Read, and not accepted, and the Petitioner had leave to 
withdraw his Petition, 

A Petition from a Convention of Committees from the 
several towns in the County of Cumberland, praying for 
liberty to send two vessels to the West- Indies for Powder 
and other warlike stores. 

And also, a Petition from the Committees of the Town 
of Biddeford, Pepper elborough, and Arundel, praying that 
they may be permitted to fit out one vessel for the same 
purpose, were both read, and committed to the Committee 
•appointed to fit out vessels for Powder, &c. 

A Petition signed by David Cheever, Esq., per order of 
the late Committee of Supplies, setting forth, that from a 
consideration of the burden of the office of said Committee, 
the risk of negotiating such large sums as they accounted 
for, and other circumstances, they propose to exhibit an 
account for their services, and praying the Court would in- 
struct them what it is proper they should charge per day. 
Read, and committed to Captain Brown, Mr. Singleiary, 
and Captain Goodman. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan bring in a Resolve to em- 
power the honourable Council to pay off the Muster-Rolls 
that are or may be lodged in the Secretary's Office. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down a Bill for forming 
and regulating the Militia in this Colony; which was read 
the first time, and ordered to be read again to-morrow, ten 
o'clock, A. M., and all Committees of the House are di- 
rected to attend at that time. 

Ordered, That the choice of Sea-Coast Officers, for the 
Town of Gloucester, be put off to ten o'clock, next Wednes- 
day morning, and that a message go to the honourable 
Board informing them of this assignment. 

Accordingly, Joseph Palmer, Esq., came down and in- 
formed the House that the honourable Board had agreed 
to come to the choice of the said Officers at the lime pro- 
posed by the House. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Phillips, and Major 
Ely, with such as the honourable Board may join, be a 
Committee to draft a Proclamation, to be read at the open- 
ing of the several County Sessions, for the purpose of in- 
culcating a general obedience of the people to the several 
Magistrates appointed under the present Government of this 
Colony. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, December 19, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to consider what vouchers are 
proper to support the Accounts of such Officers and Sol- 
diers as were sufferers by the loss of Arms, Accoutrements, 
or Clothing, on the 19th of April, and 17th of June last, 
reported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That full compensation be made to such Cap- 
tains, Subalterns, non-Commissioned Officers, and Privates, 
who sustained loss of Arms, Accoutrements, or Clothing, 
on the 19th of April, and 17th June last, and that each 
Captain and Subaltern produce a certificate from the Col- 
onel or Commanding Officer of such Regiment, and that 
each non-Commissioned Officer and Private produce a cer- 
tificate from the Captain or Commanding Officer of the 
Company to which such non-Commissioned Officer or Pri- 
vate did, or doth respectively belong, and that each certi- 
ficate, with other circumstances concurring therewith, shall 
be admitted as plenary evidence. 

And it is further Provided, That any other legal or sa- 
tisfactory evidence may be admitted, as time, place, and 
circumstance may require, to the satisfaction of the Com- 
mittee appointed by this Court to consider such losses, and 
compensation shall be made accordingly. 
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This Resolve to be printed in the Watertown Newspa- 
pers. 

An Account of Ely Lewis and others, belonging to Cap- 
tain Slyles's Company, in Colonel Sargent's Regiment, 
of their loss of Arms, Accoutrements, and Clothing, on the 
19th of April, and 17th of June last. 

Read, and committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider such losses. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley bring in a Resolve for the 
purpose of revoking a Resolve of this Court, appointing a 
Committee of both Houses to examine Muster-Rolls. 

Order of the Day moved for. 

Honourable Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the 
vote of this House appointing a Committee to draft a Pro- 
clamation for inculcating obedience to the Magistrates ap- 
pointed under the present Government of the Colony. 

In Council, December 19, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
and William Sever and John Winthrop, Esqs., are joined. 

The House, according to the Order of the Day, pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the Militia-Bill. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to repair to Salem to inquire 
if Mr. Hashitt Derby had imported Coffee and other things 
from the English West-India Islands contrary to the Asso- 
ciation of the Continental Congress, and to notify the said 
Derby to attend his duty in this House, made a verbal re- 
port, and laid a paper on the table containing the deposi- 
tions of Ebenezer Lakeman and others, relative to that 
matter. 

Mr. Derby (being present) moved that the matter might 
be considered, and he heard thereon, by a Committee of 
this House. 

Whereupon the following gentlemen were appointed a 
Committee for" that purpose, viz : Mr. Pitts, Col. Mitchell, 
Mr. Hale, Captain Parker, Major Ely, Colonel Freeman, 
and Major Bliss. 

The House proceeded to the further consideration of the 
Militia Bill. 

Honourable Samuel Holten, Esquire, brought down the 
following Resolve, viz : 

In Council, December 19, 1775 : Whereas, the business 
assigned the Committee of both Houses appointed to ex- 
amine all the Muster-Rolls that shall be returned into the 
Secretary's Office, is found to be inconvenient and too ex- 
tensive for the attention of one Committee. 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Commission of the afore- 
said Committee be in future confined to the examination of 
the Muster-Rolls of the several Captains in the Continen- 
tal Army; and that Michael Farley, Esq., with such as the 
honourable House shall join, be a Committee to examine 
the several Muster-Rolls of the Sea-Coast Forces and the 
Militia, and as they shall pass them, exhibit the same to 
the Board, in order for payment. 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Cushing, MajorGoorf- 
win, and Major Bliss, are joined to the Honourable Michael 
Farley, &ic, above named, and such other persons as the 
honourable Board may appoint. 

Honourable James Prescott, Esquire, brought down the 
Report of the Committee of both Houses appointed to- 
take into consideration sundry Resolves of the American 
Congress. 

In Council, December 19, 1775: Read, and accepted. 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the number, 
size, and quality of sundry pieces of Ordnance, removed 
from several Towns in this Colony, and now under the care- 
of his Excellency General Washington, not charged, re- 
ported a schedule containing as exact an account thereof as- 
can at present be obtained. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Captain Thatcher, and 
Major Hawley, be a Committee to lay the same before his 
Excellency General Washington. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker be excused from servib"- 
on the Committee appointed to fit out vessels for Powder^ 
and that to-morrow morning, ten o'clock, be assigned for 
the choice of some other person in his stead. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine- 
o'clock. 
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Wednesday, December 20, 1775. 
Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider 
what part of the Sea-Coast should be garrisoned this win- 
ter, be discharged of that part of their duty which directs 
them to confer with General Washington, on the subject 
thereof, and they are directed to report immediately. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pitts be on the Committee appoint- 
ed to fit out vessels for Powder, &.C., in the room of Mr. 
Speaker, excused. 

Ordered, That a Message go to the honourable Board, 
to know if they have passed upon the Resolve relative to 
procuring Hay for the Army. 

Upon a motion, Resolved, That Captain William John- 
ton, of the Schooner Brittania be, and hereby is direct- 
ed forthwith to deliver Richard Devans, Esq., Commissary 
of this Colony, the neat proceeds of a cargo consigned him 
by order of the late Committee of Supplies, being per his 
accounts, three hundred and sixty-four Fire-Arms, five 
hundred and twenty-nine and-a-half pounds of Powder, 
(Leward weight,) two thousand Flints, seventy-five weight 
of Ball, and twelve Cutlasses, excepting so many of said 
articles as by receipts shall appear to have been delivered 
agreeable to the order of this Court. 

And he is further directed to adjust his accounts as soon 
as may be with Colonel Orne and Mr. Gerry, a Commit- 
tee appointed for that purpose ; also, that he deliver twelve 
Swivel-Guns to the Committee of Safety of Newburyport, 
to be improved by them in the defence of said town, until 
the further order of this Court. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cross send a copy of the foregoing 
Resolve to Captain Johnson. 

A Memorial of Hannah Seteall, of Brookline, setting 
forth, that considerable quantities of Wood for the use of 
the Army have been Cut and carried away from a landed 
estate in Newton, which descended to her and her brother 
Samuel Setvall, (a Refugee,) and praying relief. Read, 
and committed to Mr. Nye, of Hardwick, Colonel Wood- 
bridge, and Deacon Rawson. 

The Report on the Petition and Memorial of Jacob 
Boardman, of Newburyport, entered the 16th current, was 
again read, and recommitted. 

Joseph Palmer, Esq., brought down the Resolve for 
supplying the Army with Hay, with the following Vote of 
Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, December 18, 1775: Read, and concurred, 
as taken into a new draft, the same schedule being an- 
nexed. 

The new draft was read, and the House concurred in 
the same. It is as follows, viz: 

Whereas, a considerable quantity of Hay is wanted for 
the use of the American Army, and, unless speedily sup- 
plied, very great inconveniences, and, perhaps, fatal conse- 
quences, may ensue : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the several Towns men- 
tioned in the schedule hereto annexed, be called upon 
immediately, to furnish such quantity of Hay, and of such 
sort, and to cause the same to be conveyed to such camp 
as is therein pointed out ; for which they will be allowed, 
and paid, at the rate of five Pounds per ton for English 
Hay, and forty Shillings per ton for salt Hay ; and, it is 
expected, that the teamsters take of the person, or persons, 
authorized to receive such Hay, certificates expressing the 
quantity they deliver, and that such certificates be trans- 
mitted to the Secretary's Office within twenty days from 
the date hereof; and, it is earnestly recommended to the 
Selectmen, and Committees of Correspondence, of those 
towns, respectively, as they regard their own and their 
country's welfare, to see that the requisition be punctually 
complied with on their part. 

And the gentlemen, hereafter named, are appointed a 
Committee to cause this Resolve to be communicated to 
the several towns concerned, and to take such further steps 
as may be necessary to procure a full compliance with the 
same, viz: Mr. Perry and Mr. Kingsbury, for the County 
of Suffolk ; Mr. Phillips and Major Moody, for Essexl; 
Deacon Plympton, Mr. Hay ward, and Mr. Bent, for Mid- 
dlesex; and Colonel Cushing, for Plymouth. 

Mr. Singleiary and Major Ely were appointed Monitors'. 
The Militia Bill was again considered by the House, and 



three o'clock, in the afternoon, assigned for the further con- 
sideration thereof. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for al- 
tering the style and title of the chief officer to be appointed 
for the Town of Gloucester, ike, reported. Read, and 
accepted. 

Resolved, That that part of the Resolution of this Couit 
of the 2d of December instant, providing, " That a General 
Officer be appointed to take the command of the Forces 
stationed at Gloucester, who shall be empowered to call in 
the neighbouring Militia, upon any emergency, as he shall 
judge necessary, and discharge them again as soon as the 
service will admit of the same," be, and it hereby is ren- 
dered null and void. 

Resolved, That a Field-Officer, of the rank of Colonel, 
be appointed to take the command of the Forces stationed 
at Gloucester, and of the Militia that shall at any time be 
raised for defence of the same, unless some General Offi- 
cer of this Colony shall be present; and he is hereby em- 
powered to order the Commanding Officer of the neigh- 
bouring Regiment of Militia, upon any emergency, to 
repair with his Regiment to the Town of Gloucester afore- 
said, and co-operate with him in defending the same, so 
long as he, the said Commanding Officer of the Sea-Coait 
Forces, shall judge it necessary; and, the Militia Officers 
and Soldiers, who shall be raised as aforesaid, are hereby 
directed to obey the said Commanding Officer of the Sea- 
Coast Forces, accordingly. 

The Committee on the Memorial of Jacob Boardman, 
of Newburyport, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Vessel mentioned in the Memorial - 
of Jacob Boardman, belonging to Newburyport, be permit- 
ted to proceed on a voyage to any part of Europe, the 
Dominions of Great Britain excepted, for the purpose of 
procuring Gunpowder, and other Military Stores, fortlie 
service of this Colony; provided, the owners of the Vessel 
enter into bonds, with sufficient sureties, in the sum of (A) 
four hundred Pounds, to be taken by the Committee of 
Safety of Newburyport, in the name of the Treasurer of 
this Colony; that said Vessel shall proceed upon said voy- 
age with all possible despatch, and bring nothing back 
except Gunpowder, and other Military Stores, and to land 
the same in some part of this Colony, Boston and Nan- 
tucket excepted ; and that said Vessel shall proceed in 
ballast, without any other loading; and this Colony engages 
to take all the Powder brought in said Vessel, giving for 
the same at the rate of five Shillings per pound, (B) he de- 
livering the same(C) to the Commissary of this Colony. 

Honourable Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down the 
Petition of Neal Mclntyer, of Portsmouth, in New-Hamp- 
shire, praying that the Court would order certain articles 
of household furniture to be delivered to him, which were 
shipped by his father at Boston, on board the Sloop Ad- 
vance, Nehemiah Eastman, master, and are now in the 
hands of the Committee of Frenchman's Bay, with the 
following Order of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, December 20, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That Jabez Fisher, Esq., with such as the honourable 
House shall join, be a Committee to consider the foregoing 
Petition, and report. 

Major Hawley, agreeable to order, reported a Resolve 
for the purpose of revoking a Resolve of this Court, ap- 
pointing a Committee of both Houses to examine Muster- 
Rolls. Read, and recommitted to Mr. Gerry. 

~~~ Afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to obtain an effectual method 
of making Saltpetre, reported. Read, and accepted ; and, 
thereupon, 

Ordered, That Doctor Whiting, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. 
Hall, be a Committee to publish such part of said Report, 
as, also, such Resolves of this Court, and such experi- 
ments that have been made in the manufactory of that arti- 
cle, as they may think proper. 

On a motion made, Ordered, That Mr. Morgan, Cap- 
tain Carpenter, and Mr. Hopkins, be a Committee to bring 
in a Resolve for reconsidering a Resolve of this Court, 
which directs that a Powder-Mill shall be erected in the 
Town of Sutton, and to provide for the erecting one at 
Andover. 
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The Militia Bill was again considered by the House, and 
ten o'clock, to-morrow morning, assigned for the further 
consideration thereof. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Sawyer bring in a 
Resolve, directing that application should be made to the 
Selectmen of the several towns in this Colony, to purchase 
all the Sulphur they can on account of the Colony. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down a Petition of 
Abiel Wood, praying that a Committee may be appointed 
to hear his defence against certain charges laid against him 
as an enemy to the country, with the following Vote of 
Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, December 20, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
To be committed to the Committee of both Houses, ap- 
pointed to consider anew the Petition of the Committee of 
Inspection for the East part of the Town of Pownalbo- 
rough. Read, and concurred. 

The House then adjourned to half-after nine o'clock, to- 
morrow morning. _ 

Thursday, December 21, 1775. 

A Petition of Aaron Wright, Keeper of the Jail in North- 
ampton, praying allowance of an Account exhibited for 
keeping sundry Prisoners therein named. Read, and com- 
mitted to the Committee on Accounts. 

The Committee on the Petition of Samuel Brewer, en- 
tered December 15, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Colony pay him 
the sum of twenty-four Pounds seventeen Shillings and 
four Pence half-penny, in full kr his service therein men- 
tioned. 

A Memorial of William Poivell, of Salem, setting forth, 
that he has a Schooner at Beverly Harbour, ready to sail, 
and that he designs to export cash, and import powder 
only, and praying liberty to proceed on his intended voyage. 
Read, and committed to Mr. Wheeler, Colonel Cushing, 
and Major Goodwin. 

Moses Gill, Esquire, brought down the Resolve on the 
Petition of Jacob Boardman, with the following Vote of 
Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, December 21, 1775 : Read, and concurred, 
with the amendments at A, B, and C,viz: at A, dele 
" four hundred," and insert " two thousand ;" at B, dele 
" he delivering," and, at C, insert " being delivered." 
Read, and concurred. 

Michael Farley, Esquire, brought down a Petition of 
the Delegates of the several Towns in the County of 
Cumberland * met in Convention, at Falmouth, on the 8th 
of November last, relative to the defenceless and distressed 
situation of the said Town of Falmouth, in particular, and 
the County in general, and of the importance of securing 

* To the Honourable His Majesty's Council of the Colony of the Massa- 
chusetts.Bav, and the Honourable House of Representatives, in Ge. 
neral Court assembled. 
The Petition of the Delegates of the several Towns in the County of 
Cumderland, met in Convention, humbly showeth: 
That, in consequence of the destruction of the Town of Falmouth , 
on the 18th ultimo, this Convention met on the 31st, (and continued, 
by adjournments, to this day,) to consider of some ways and means to 
defend this County, and also this part of the country, and in particular 
to secure, and take possession of, and keep Falmouth-Neck in our own 
power, if possible, by our utmost exertions, Accordingly, we advised 
and ordered the most of the soldiers in the Colony service on these sea- 
coasts to be immediately set to work to make an intrenchment, to pre- 
vent boats from landing for the future, and, at the same time, appointed 
a Committee to view an eminence on said Falmouth- Neck, in order to 
begin to build a fort, and keep possession and advantage of the ground 
from our enemies, with directions to consider what number of men 
was necessary and proper, besides the soldiers, to carry on the affair, 
and apportion the same on the several towns, according to their cir- 
cumstances, situation, and abilities. While these things were in agi- 
tation, and befqre we had well got through, tl.e Cerberus man-of-war 
hove in sight, and ran into Falmouth harbour, and Captain Symons, tl.e 
commander, sent orders and letters on shore, copies of which Mr. Free- 
man will be able to lay before yon, if needed. The several towns in 
the County were sent to, by letters originating from the Honourable 
Colonel Freeman, with orders and advice to raise half the Militii. A 
number of the Militia and soldiers repaired to Falmouth, as soon as 
their distance and situation would admit; but, the weather being very 
stormy, nothing could be done till Saturday, when the ground was 
riewed, the men put under some regulation, and tools prepared to begin 
an intrenchment that night, (while Captain Symons, not thinking it 
proper to stay and see his orders put in execution, came to sail in the 
evening, and went out of the harbour.) The men accordingly broke 
ground, and worked the most of the night, and have continued so to 
.do ever since, in all proper times for working, each town having suc- 
cessive drafts from the Militia to supply the places of their former 
drafts, so as constantly to carry on the work ; while we hare some who 



the harbour of Falmouth, and praying relief. Read, and 
committed to the Committee appointed to consider a Let- 
ter from General Frye on the same subject. 

Samuel Hollen, Esquire, brought down the following 
Resolve, viz : " 

Whereas, it hath been represented to this Court that 
his Excellency General Washington doth not consider 
himself at liberty to furnish guards for any of the sea-coasts 
in this Colony, saving what relates to the general defence, 
and it appearing to this Court necessary that certain posts 
should be guarded, for the security of the inhabitants: 

Therefore, Resolved, Thai Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to wait on his Excellency, and desire him that he 
would inform this Court to what limits he will extend his 
Guards. 

The House again considered the Militia Bill. 

Afternoon. 

Joseph Palmer, Esquire, brought down the Report of 
the Committee of both Houses appointed to take under 
consideration the circumstances of the Sea-Ports : 

That they are of opinion that it is necessary there should 
be stationed at Gloucester two hundred and fifty men ; at 
Marblehead, one hundred men; at Tarpaulin- Cove, one 
hundred and fifty men ; and at Falmouth, in the County 
of Cumberland, three hundred men, which may serve, un- 
der a proper officer, as a guard for all the sea-coast in the 
Counties of York and Cumberland, excepting Kiltery, 
where your Committee are of opinion that there ought to 
be stat'roned not less than fifty men, and at Hingham, 
Braintree, and Weymouth, two hundred men. 

In Council, December 2L, 1775: Read, and sent down. 

Read, and to-morrow, ten o'clock, A. M., assigned for 
the consideration thereof. 

Charles Chauncy, Esquire, brought down a paper, sign- 
ed by Colonel Brewer and other Officers of the Army, 
testifying the bravery of Salem Poor, a negro man in Col- 
onel Frye's Regiment, at the late battle at Charlcstown. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips bring in a Resolve for re- 
considering a Resolve of this Court for erecting two Pow- 
der-Mills, and to provide for the building only one, and 
appointing Captain Goodman to consult with the person 
who has been applied to, to engage in this business, on the 
most convenient place for erecting such a Mill. 

The Committee on the Memorial of Hannah Sewall 
reported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed by this Court 
to provide Wood for the Continental Army in this Colony, 
be immediately ordered to desist from cutting any more 
Wood on the land of the memorialist, till the further order 
of this Court. 

are fitting out the few cannon we have for use, with a small matter of 
powder we have got; but our want of men, and want of powder, and 
other military stores, throws us into great anxiety. We would further 
beg leave to suggest that this part of the country may be of some im- 
portance to all the other parts, and perhaps we might say great; here 
are large stocks of cattle, of all kinds, and fuel and lumber of every 
kind, together with masts, which have been beneficial to almost all the 
sea-coasts on the Continent, and to Britain, and may be so again, and 
which would be extremely advantageous to our enemies, should they 
get the possession of it. We would likewise beg leave further to sug- 
gest, that, although Casco-Bay is ten leagues across from cape to cape, 
yet Falmouth Harbour is the most likely ship-harbour in the bay to com- 
mand the country around ; and must, in all probability, command; great 
part of the Province of Maine, bo it in whose hands it will. 

Thus have we very briefly presumed to lay before you our distresses 
and wants, and also our important situation in the present and future 
scale of American affairs. Praying that your Honours would take our 
peculiarly distressing circumstances into consideration, as soon as may 
be, and grant us relief, by affording us men, and such warlike stores, of 
every kind, as you shall judge proper, together with an able, faithful, 
and an experienced head officer, and an engineer and other, officers, aa 
you shall think needful ; and also organize the Militia in this County, 
that they may with the more ease and expedition be drawn out, on any 
emergency; or otherwise relieve us, as, in your known wisdom, you 
shall think fit and see meet. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, 
shall ever pray. 

Signed by order of the Convention : 

Jonathan Mitciiell, Cfrajrmpn. 

Falmouth, November 8, 1775. 

In Council, December 21, 1775: Read, and sent. down. 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

In the House of Representatives, December 21, 1775: Read, and 
committed to the Committee appointed to consider a letter from Ge. 
neral Frye, on the same subject. J. Warren, Speaker. 

In Council, December 21, 1775 : Read, and concurred. 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 
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On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Jewett, Deacon 
Nichols, and Captain Carpenter, be a Committee to in- 
quire of the Committee appointed to purchase Saltpetre, 
what quantity they have a prospect of procuring, and re- 
port to the House what is a meet sum for payment of the 
same. 

The House assigned eleven o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing, to consider of the Report relative to Post-Riders. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. 

Friday, December 22, 1775. 

The Resolve brought in by the Honourable Major 
Hawley, containing directions to the Committee on Muster- 
Rolls, was read, and passed. 

Note. — This Resolve was afterwards brought down and 
amended. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the Report for sta- 
tioning Forces to defend the Sea-Ports, be referred to three 
o'clock, in the afternoon. 

An engrossed Bill for making and emitting Bills of pub- 
lick Credit. 

Read, and Resolved, That it pass, to be enacted. 

The Militia Bill was again considered by the House. 

Afternoon. 

Resolved, That ten o'clock, to-morrow morning, be as- 
signed for the choice of Sea-Coast Officers for Gloucester, 
and that a message go to the honourable Board, informing 
them of this assignment. 

Accordingly, Jabez Fisher, Esq., came down and in- 
formed the House, that the honourable Board had agreed 
to come to the choice of the Officers to command at Glou- 
cester, agreeable to the proposal of the House. 

The Militia Bill was again considered, and recommitted. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to procure Hay 
for the Army, be directed to proceed immediately to exe- 
cute their commission, and to procure as much Hay as they 
can, over and above what is specified in the Resolve of this 
Court, agreeable to said Resolve. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the following 
Resolve, viz: 

In Council, December 22, 1775 : Resolved, That Col- 
onel Asa Whitcomb, who was by the late Provincial Con- 
gress appointed to muster and pay the advance wages to 
the men at the camp at Cambridge, be directed forthwith 
to make return to this Court of the number and names of 
the men he hath mustered and paid, and to what Regiment 
and Company they severally belong, with the receipts by 
him received from them. As, also, the names of such Offi- 
cers to whom he hath delivered money for the purpose of 
paying the advance wages to the men by him mustered, 
and who have not accounted with him therefor; with the 
receipts he hath received from them respectively. 

Read, and concurred. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
the circumstances of the Sea-Ports, was considered by the 
House. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That there be stationed at the 
places hereafter mentioned upon the Sea-Coast establish- 
ment, as follows, viz : 

At Plymouth, one Company. 

At Marblehead, two Companies. 

At Salem, one Company. 

At Gloucester, two hundred and fifty men. 

At Kiltery, one Company, ten men of which to be kept 

at York. 
At Falmouth, four hundred Men, under the command of 
the commanding officer there, for the defence of that 
town and the neighbouring places in the Province of 
Maine. 
At Tarpaulin- Cove, one hundred and fifty men. 
At Martha's Vineyard, one hundred and fifty men. 
At Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham, two hundred 

men. 
Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan bring in an establishment 
agreeable to the foregoing Resolve. 

Ordered, That Colonel Sayer bring in a Resolve di- 



recting the Receiver- General to put a sum of money into the 
hands of the Committee appointed to purchase Sulphur, to 
enable them to make payment for what they engage. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. 

Saturday, December 23, 1775. 

The Report of the Committee on the Post-Riders' Ac- 
counts read, and recommitted, and Mr. Singletary, Mr. 
Mighill, and Major Smith, were added to the Committee, 
in the room of three gentlemen absent. 

A Petition of Joshua Haynes, Jun., setting forth, that 
he was wounded in the battle of Lexington, and in conse- 
quence thereof, was unable to labour until the 20th of July 
following, and praying the consideration of the Court. 

Read, and committed to the Committee on the Petitions! 
and Accounts of wounded men. 

Resolved, That a Resolution of this Court, that passed 
the House on the 12th instant, directing Mr. Putnam and 
others to erect a Powder-Mill at Sutton, and repair another 
at Stoughton, be reconsidered, and that Captain Goodman 
attend Mr. Thomas Hading to Andover and Stoughton, 
to take a view of a place in each of those towns, propo- 
sed for erecting a Powder-Mil!, and report to this Court at 
which place said Mill may be erected with the greatest con- 
venience and despatch. 

Ordered, That Captain Vbse, Mr. Guild, Mr. Stone, 
of Lexington, and Mr. Withington, be added to the Com- 
mittee appointed to procure Wood for the Army, and that 
Mr. Sullivan bring in a Resolve for investing the said Com- 
mittee with greater power. 

James Prescott, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses appointed to consider the Peti- 
tion of the former Committee of Inspection of the East part 
of the Town of Pownalborough, the Petition of a number 
of the inhabitants of said Town, and the Petition of Abid 
Wood. 

On the Petition and Account of Aaron Wright, entered 
the 21st current, 

Resolved, That the whole sum of the said Accounts;, 
(excepting what is charged for the Prisoners sent by Ge- 
neral Washington,) being fifteen Pounds seventeen Shil- 
lings and four Pence, be paid out of the Treasury of this 
Colony to Joseph Hawley, Esquire, to the use of the said 
Wright, in full satisfaction of the charges for the Prisoners 
sent, by the honourable Council. 

The Committee appointed to report what sum was ne- 
cessary to be put into the hands of the Committee for pur- 
chasing Saltpetre, reported. 

The Report was recommitted, and the Committee was 
directed to determine how much money shall be paid to 
each of the said Saltpetre Committee, for the purpose ex- 
pressed in said Report. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, brought down a Petition of 
William Hunt, of Watertown, praying that the Court would 
direct the Selectmen of that town to deliver him certain 
articles, lately the property of Lady Franklin, and now in 
their possession, agreeable to an order of Congress, accom- 
panying said Petition. 

Resolved, That it ba recommended to the Towns here- 
after mentioned, to supply the Army with the following 
quantity of Wood, daily, viz: Walpole, two cords, to be 
carried to the camp at Roxbury ; Medfield, two cords, to 
be carried to the camp at Roxbury; Concord, three cords, 
to be carried to the camp at Cambridge. 

And that the Town of Dedham be excused from carry- 
ing any more than two cords to the camp at Cambridge, 
and that the other cord which that town was to procure, 
be carried to the camp at Roxbury. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to see that a 
Resolve of this Court, which passed the House the 16th 
current, relative to the procuring of Wood, proceed forth- 
with upon the business personally. 

On a motion made, this last vote was reconsidered. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman be on the Committee 
appointed to bring in a Resolve for establishing Commit- 
tees of Correspondence, in the room of Mr. Batchelder, 
excused. 
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Mr. Sullivan, agreeable to order, reported an establish- 
ment for the Forces to be raised to garrison the Sea-Coast. 

On a motion made, Voted, That one Company be raised 
to be stationed at Skeepscut-River. 

Voted, That one of the Captains of the Companies to 
be stationed at Tarpaulin- Cove, be appointed to command 
over the whole, with Captain's pay, and with the rank of 
Major. 

Voted, That one of the Captains of the Companies to 
be staiioned at Martha's Vineyard, be appointed to com- 
mand over the whole, for Captain's pay, with the rank of 
Major. 

Voted, That when this House is adjourned, it be ad- 
journed to three o'clock in the afternoon, then to meet at 
Mrs. Coolidge's, Innkeeper in this Town, and that a mes- 
sage go to the honourable Board to inform them of this 
vote. 

The House then accordingly adjourned to Mrs. Coo- 
lidge's, at three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to consider the state of the 
Boston and Charlestown Poor, reported. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That Tuesday next, at three 
o'clock, in the afternoon, be assigned for the consideration 
of the Report. 

Mr. Sullivan, agreeably to order, reported a Resolve to 
enlarge the power of the Committee appointed to procure 
Wood. Read, amended, and accepted, as follows: 

Whereas, by a Resolve passed in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, on the 3d day of November last, and concurred 
by the honourable Board on the 4th day of the same 
month, it is ordered that Mr. Devans, Captain Thatcher, 
Mr. Cheever, Colonel Thayer, Mr. Walker, Mr. Dix, and 
Mr. Ellis, should be a Committee, who were directed to 
afford their utmost assistance and aid to the Quartermaster 
General, that the Continental Army might be provided with 
a full supply of Wood until the further order of the Court; 
and, for the purpose of more effectually procuring the same, 
they were empowered to enter the wood-lots of such of our 
enemies as had fled into Boston, and, after having the 
Wood thereon growing apprized, to cause the same to be 
cut down and drawn to the camp, which Resolve, with 
one since passed for the same purpose, has proved in- 
effectual, and it being absolutely necessary for the preser- 
vation of the lives and property of the people of all 
America that the said Army be supplied with necessary 
Wood: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That Captain Vose, Mr. 
Guild, Mr. Stone of Lexington, and Mr. Withington, be 
added to the said Committee, and that either three (C) 
of said Committee, (A) or a greater number, in the ab- 
sence of some of the Committee (B) be, and they hereby 
are empowered (if Wood sufficient for said Army cannot 
be procured at a reasonable price without it) to enter the 
woodlands of any person, or persons, within this Colony, 
and, after apprizing the Wood thereon standing and grow- 
ing, to cause the same to be cut down and carried to the 
camp to supply said Army. And if any person, owner, 
and proprietor of such woodland, shall molest or hinder 
the said Committee, or any three of them, from acting in 
pursuance of this Resolve, the said Committee, or the 
major part of them present, being not less than three, are 
hereby empowered to cause such person to be arrested 
and sent to this Court, to be dealt with according to the 
demerits of his contempt. And the said Committee is 
hereby directed to pay each person, whose Wood they shall 
cause to be cut down and carried away, the price the 
same shall be by them apprized at ; and, also, to pay all 
axe-men which they shall employ reasonable wages; and 
the owner of any team that they may employ reasonable 
wages for his team. 

Ordered, That the Committee of three, appointed to 
put in execution a Resolve of this Court which passed the 
House the 16th current, relative to procuring Wood for 
the Army, who have wrote Letters to the Selectmen of 
the Towns from which v the Wood is to be procured, urg- 
ing them to supply the Army with that article as soon as 
possible, be directed to report to the House what effect 
those Letters may have. 



The House then adjourned till Monday next, at ten 
o'clock, then to meet at the Meeting-House, as usual. 

Monday, December 25, 1775. 

A Petition of James Perry, setting forth, that being in 
the battle of Lexington, his wife sent him a horse, with 
provisions, and that the said horse was killed on his return- 
ing home; and, therefore, praying the consideration of the 
Court. Read, and committed to Mr. Allen, Colonel 
Grout, and Major Hallet. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay upon the table the 
Resolve of this Court for stationing two Companies at 
Gloucester. 

Who laid the same upon the table accordingly. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down the Resolve in- 
vesting the Committee for procuring Wood with greater 
power, with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Coitncil, December 25, 1775: Read, and concurred 
with the amendment at A B., viz : Dele from A to B. 

Read, and concurred, and the House proposed a further 
amendment at C, viz: At C, insert the words " or more." 

The Resolve for stationing Men to defend the Sea- 
Coasts was again read, and recommitted, and Major Haw- 
ley, Mr. Gerry, Colonel Freeman, and Colonel Gushing, 
are added to the Committee. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to inquire if they have passed upon the last Resolve of 
this House relative to Muster- Rolls. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider the 
conduct of Abiel Wood was read, and four o'clock, in the 
afternoon, assigned for the consideration of it. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Committee of 
Supplies, entered December 18th, reported, and eleven 
o'clock, to-morrow, A. M., was assigned for the conside- 
ration of the Report. 

Afternoon. 

Joseph Palmer, Esq., came down and informed the 
House that the honourable Board had not passed upon the 
Resolve of this House relative to stoppages in the Muster- 
Rolls, as they judged they could not consistently until 
they had received Colonel Whitcomb's (Mustermaster and 
Paymaster) Account. 

A Petition of the Town of Harvard, praying the Court 
to use its influence with the Continental Congress to re- 
duce the stipends granted to Officers and others in the 
American service. Read, and to-morrow, twelve o'clock, 
assigned for the consideration thereof. 

The Committee appointed to consider the services of 
the Post-Riders, reported. Read and accepted. 

Note. — This Resolve was afterwards taken into a new 
draft. 

A Letter from his Excellency General Washington, de- 
siring the Court to take some measures for supplying the 
Army with Blankets. Read, and committed to Mr. Hop- 
Icins, Colonel Godfrey, Colonel Dwight, Colonel Otis, 
and Major Hawley. 

A Petition from the Town of Murrayfield, praying that 
the name of that Town, for reasons set forth in said Peti- 
tion, may be altered to that of " Mount- Asaph" Read, 
and committed to Mr. Story, Mr. Perry, and Captain 
Partridge. 

The House considered the Report of the Committee of 
both Houses on the conduct of Abiel Wood, brought down 
the 23d current, viz : 

In Council, December 23, 1775: Resolved, That the 
former Committee of Inspection on the East part of the 
Town of Pownalborough, had sufficient evidence to justify 
them for publishing Abiel Wood as a violator of the Con- 
tinental Association, and that in many other instances he, 
the said Wood, appeared by his conduct to be an enemy 
to the liberties of this country ; and the said Committee 
deserve to be highly commended for so doing; and the 
Committee of Correspondence of said Town who counter- 
acted the doings of said Committee of Inspection is very 
unjustifiable, as it encouraged the said Abiel Wood in his 
principles and practices, so inimical to the rights and 
liberties of America. 
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'«'> Further Resolved, That Abiel Wood shall be confined 
until he shall give bond, with two good and sufficient sure- 
ties, to the Treasurer of this Colony, in the sum of one 
thousand pounds; the condition whereof shall be that he, 
the said Abiel, will not, in any way, assist or correspond 
tvith any of the enemies of this country, and that he will 
be of good behaviour to, and peaceable towards all, and 
more especially towards the persons of the former Com- 
mittee of Inspection for the East part of the Town of 
Pownalborough, and that he will at any time appear and 
answer to any complaint which may hereafter be made 
against him, when he shall be thereunto required by order 
of this Court, and that he will abide their order thereon. 

In Council, December 23, 1775 : Read, and accepted. 

Read, and concurred. 

The House concurred in the Resolve which was brought 
down from the honourable Board the 21st current, ap- 
pointing a Committee to wait on General Washington to 
desire him to inform this Court to what limits he will ex- 
tend his Guards. 

And Mr. Speaker and Mr. Cashing were joined to the 
Committee of the honourable Board. 

Resolved, That to-morrow morning, ten o'clock, be as- 
signed for the choice of four persons, a Committee on the 
part of this House, to sign the Bills of Credit of the last 
.emission. 

A Bill providing a speedy and cheap course, or method, 
for the recovery of Debts. Read a first time, and ordered 
to be read again on Wednesday next, ten o'clock, A. M. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. __ 

' ■ - • Tuesday, December 26, 1775. 

On the Petition of Joshua Haynes, Jun., entered 23d 
ultimo, 

Resolved, That there be paid to him, out of the Colony 
Treasury, the sum of five Pounds six Shillings and eight 
.-Pence, in full for the loss of his time and doctoring. 

Order of the Day moved for. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wheeler, Deacon Cheever, Mr. 
Morgan, and Mr. Pynchon, with such as the honourable 
Board may join, be a Committee to sign the Bills of Credit 
of the last emission. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story, Colonel Grout, and Mr. 
Wheeler, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve, determin- 
ing how the Bills of Credit shall be signed. 

Ordered. That Captain Partridge and Mr. Cushing, 
with such as the honourable Board may join, be a Com- 
mittee to consider in what manner the gentlemen who have 
been chosen to represent this Colony at the Continental 
Congress shall be apprized of such choice. 

Ordered, That Colonel Otis, Colonel Lovcll, and Mr. 
Cushing, be a Committee to consider what sum is proper 
to be advanced to the Committee appointed to fit out Ves- 
sels for Powder, Sic. 

The Report of the Committee on the Resolves of the 
Continental Congress was read, and ordered to lie. 

On a motion, Ordertd, That Colonel Grout, Mr. Story, 
and Mr. Brown of Boston, be a Committee to consider 
those Resolves, and report to the House. 

" Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Mr. Wheeler, Colonel 
Grout, Mr. Cooper, and Mr. Brown of Boston, be a Com- 
liiitfee to consider a meet grant to the President of Har- 
vard College. 

"The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve, de- 
ferrriining how the Bills of Credit should be signed, report- 
fed. Read, and accepted. 

'Resolved, That the Committee appointed by this Court 
to sign and number the Bills of publick Credit, of the 
seventy-five thousand Pounds emission, issued by a late 
Act of this Court be, and they hereby are directed, to 
sign them in the following manner: That is to say, the 
several denominations of said Bills, from eight Pence to ten 
Shillings, shall be signed by only one of said Committee, 
Tff such manner as they shall agree among themselves ; and 
that the several denominations of said Bills, from ten Shil- 
lings to forty-eight Shillings, shall be signed by only two 



of said Committee, as they shall agree. The signing of 
which Bills in the manner aforesaid, shall be deemed as 
valid and effectual, as though each Bill was signed by the 
whole of the Committee appointed as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That Colonel Porter, Mr. Pills, and Mr. 
Starkweather, be a Committee to inquire into a report of 
there being a quantity of Powder arrived at New-London, 
which was sent for on account of this Colony, and report 
what is proper to be done with it. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Resolve re- 
lative to the services of Fosi-Riders, which passed the 
House yesterday, with the following Vote of Council there- 
on, viz: 

In Council, December 26, 1775 : Read, and concurred, 
as taken into a new draft. 

Read, and concurred, as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That the several Post- Riders (excepting Pe- 
ter Mumford, already agreed with at ten Pounds per quar- 
ter) be paid for their service at the rate of twenty Shillings 
per annum on every mile of their route for those taken into 
the Continental service, beginning the 1st of June, and 
ending the 5th of October last ; the four that are dismissed 
from the service, (excepting Isaac Colton^) at the rate of 
twenty Shillings per annum for every mile of their route, 
beginning the 1st of June, and ending the 5th instant. 

And, that Joseph Greenlenf, Esq., be, and hereby is 
directed to pay to the Treasurer of this Colony all the 
Moneys he has received, or may receive, from the several 
Post-Offices in this Colony. 

And, whereas, it appears that the several Offices are in- 
adequate to the expense incurred by riding: 

Therefore, further, Resolved, That the Receiver-Gene- 
ral be, and hereby is directed to pay the several Post- 
Riders as followeth, in full for their services, viz: 

John Noble, from Cambridge to Portsmouth, sixty-five 
miles, twenty-one Pounds thirteen Shillings and four Pence. 

Josiah Barnard, from Portsmouth to Falmouth, fifty- 
three miles, seventeen Pounds thirteen Shillings and four 
Pence. 

Adams and Hide, from Cambridge to Springfield, 
eighty-seven miles, twenty-nine Pounds. 

Peter Mumford, from Cambridge to Providence, forty- 
six miles, thirteen Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence. 

. The above persons began to ride the 1st of June, arid 
ended the 5th of October last, when they entered the Con- 
tinental service. 

Benjamin Epes, from Falmouth to Georgetown, forty- 
six miles, twenty-eight Pounds fifteen Shillings. 

Cadwallader Ford, Jun., from Cambridge to Exeter, 
forty-eight miles, thirty Pounds. 

Isaac Colton, from Springfield to Great-Barringlon , 
forty-three miles, twenty-one Pounds ten Shillings. 

Howland and Goodwin, from Cambridge to Falmouth, 
eighty-one miles, fifty Pounds twelve Shillings and six 
Pence. 

And these four last are dismissed the service. 

The Militia Bill was again taken into consideration. 

The House being informed that the Army was in great 
want of Wood, 

Ordered, That the following gentlemen repair immedi- 
ately to the towns respectively set against their names, and 
represent to the Committees of Correspondence, Select- 
men, and inhabitants of such towns, the distresses of the 
Army on that account, and the great danger the country is 
exposed to from a dispersion of the Army, which must 
take place if it is not supplied with Wood; and, to uss 
their utmost endeavours to prevail with them to exert 
themselves at this critical juncture, to supply the Army 
with not only such quantity as has been heretofore set on 
each town by this Court, but as much more as they possi- 
bly can, at least half as much more as has been set on 
them as aforesaid, viz : 

Captain Parker, to the Town of Roxbury, 
Colonel Norton, to the Town of Dedham, 
Colonel Lovell, to the Town of St ought on, 
Mr. Withinglon, to the Town of Dorchester, 
Colonel Thayer, to the Town of Brainlree, 
Mr. Vose, to the Town of Milton, 
Colonel Barret, to the Town of Concord, 
Mr. Fessenden, to the Town of Lexington, 
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Colonel Howe, to the Town of Bedford, 
Major Brooks, to the Town of Lincoln, 
Captain Walker, to the Town of Wilmington, 
Colonel Perry, to the Town of Natick, 
Captain White, to the Town of Needham, 
Major Fuller, to the Town of Newton, 
Deacon Leonard, to the Town of Weston, 
Major Blood, to the Town of Waltham, 
Mr. Hendrick, to the Town of Stone.ham, 
Captain Hobart, to the Town of Maiden, 
Mr. lngalh, to the Town of Reading, 
Major Johnson, to the Town of Woburn, 
Captain Brown, to the Town of Walerlown, 
Major Bliss, to the Town of Medford, 
Mr. Perry, to the Town of Medfield, 
Captain Carpenter, to the Town of Walpole. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Captain Partridge, Mr. 
Pitts, Colonel Dwight, and Colonel Cushing, be a Com- 
mittee to consider what towns it would be expedient to 
send to for Wood, which are at a greater distance from the 
Camp than those specified in a Resolve of this House of 
the 2d instant, and report to the House. 

Benjamin Chadbourn, Esq., brought down the Report 
of the Committee of both Houses appointed to wait on, 
and represent to General Washington, the circumstances 
of four Companies, now doing duty in the Towns of Brain- 
tree, Weymouth, and Hingham, viz: 

The Committee of both Houses "appointed to wait on, 
and represent to his Excellency General Washington, the 
circumstances of four Companies now doing duty in the 
Towns of Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham, setting 
forth by whose order they were raised ; that they were 
then considered as part of the thirteen thousand six hun- 
dred men agreed to be inlisted by this Colony, where they 
have done duty, Sic, and to request that his Excellency 
would order them to be paid by the United Colonies," beg 
leave to represent, that as the propriety of such an order de- 
pends upon various circumstances; and, as many important 
matters are constantly soliciting his Excellency's attention, 
the Committee report the following state of facts to be 
laid before him, so that he may be the better enabled to 
answer the request of this Court : 

Upon application from the towns aforesaid, (as also from 
those of Chelsea and Maiden,) on or about the 1st of May 
last, to the Committee of Safety of this Colony, who then 
had the direction of raising and stationing the forces within 
the same, praying that they would (from a consideration of 
the situation of said towns, and that the enemy could land 
in any of them from Boston Harbour within an hour after 
they enter their boats, and in some parts in less than half 
an hour ; and also that they could from thence easily pe- 
netrate into the country,) order a detachment from the 
camps, as a guard, to be stationed in these towns. The 
said Committee of Safety, with the Council of War, after 
full inquiry and deliberation, determined that it was neces- 
sary that a party should be constantly stationed on the sea- 
coasts of these towns, to watch the motions of the enemy, 
and prevent their landing ; but as no troops could well be 
spared at that time from either of the camps of Cambridge 
or Roxbury, they directed that there should immediately 
be raised one company in Hingham, one in Weymouth, and 
two in Braintree, (also two at Chelsea and Maiden,) and 
that these companies should be joined to such regiments in 
future, as should be directed. The men were raised, as 
ordered, and were then, and ever have been considered as 
part of the thirteen thousand six hundred men to be raised 
by this Colony ; they were so considered by the General 
Officers, and have been employed in such services, place, 
and places, as the Commanding Officer at Roxbury hath 
from time to time directed, as will appear by his orders to 
the several Captains of said companies, some copies of 
which accompany this representation. A company from 
Roxbury was, as soon as the state of that camp would ad- 
mit of it, detached to the assistance of these four companies, 
and upon their being remanded in August last, two other 
companies, also part of the Continental Army, were sent 
to supply their place, and the place of a company drawn 
from Cohasset, a town adjoining to Hingham. When these 
four companies were raised, this Colony had it not in con- 
templation to raise men for the general defence of the sea- 



coasts ; and they never have been considered by us in any 
other point of view than as part of our quota for the com- 
mon defence ; and being stationed far within the narrow 
limits of the Harbour of Boston, his Excellency will, un- 
doubtedly, from all these considerations, grant the reason- 
able request of this Court, and order these forces to be paid 
by the United Colonies. 

Li Council, December 26, 1775: Read, and accepted, 
and, thereupon, Resolved, That the Committee who were 
appointed to wait upon his Excellency General Washing- 
ton, with a representation of the state of the said four com- 
panies, be excused that part of their service ; and that the 
Committee appointed to wait upon his Excellency to re- 
quest his informing this Court how far he will extend his 
Guards, &c., present him with the foregoing Report and 
Representation, with the papers accompanying the same, 
and request his ordering payment to said companies. 

Read, and concurred. 

A Petition of Duncan Campbell, praying that he may 
have liberty to send a vessel to Tobago, in ballast. Read, 
and committed to Mr. Speaker, Major Hawley, and Mr. 
Sullivan. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Town of 
Neivton, to send to Roxbury one half of the Wood which 
they were, by a Resolve of this House, desired to send to 
Cambridge. 

The Militia Bill was recommitted at large, and Major 
Hawley and Mr. Gerry were added to the Committee. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker and Mr. Cushing be .a 
Committee to wait upon the Quartermaster-General, and 
desire him to make a return to this House, weekly, of what 
Wood he receives from the several towns which the House 
has recommended to supply the Army with. And also to 
represent to them the necessity this House conceive there 
is of having proper wood-yards provided, and persons at 
hand to pay for what may be carried to such yards. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Wednesday, December 27, 1775. 

A Petition of David Pratt and others, a Committee of 
Spcncertown, in the County of Albany, and Colony of 
New- York, setting forth, that early last Spring the inhabi- 
tants of that town formed a company of Minute-Men, who, 
on the 23d of April last, set out on their march for Boston, 
but being stopped by the advice of Colonel Fellows, and 
that of the Committee aforesaid, who became bound to pay 
them for their service until the 25th of May following, as 
represented in said Petition, they then received orders to 
march to Lake-George, but General Schuyler having re- 
fused to pay them for any service before the said 25th 
May, without the desire of this Court, they pray the Court 
■to signify to him their opinion hereon. 

Read, and committed to Doctor Whiting, Mr. Whitney, 
and Deacon Wood. 

On the Memorial of William Powell, entered the 21st 
instant : 

Resolved, That the Schooner of about sixty tons, men- 
tioned in the Memorial of William Powell, of Salem, in the 
County of Eisex, be permitted to proceed on a voyage to 
any part of Europe, or to the West-Indies, (the Dominions 
of Great Britain excepted,) for the purpose of procuring 
Gunpowder, or other necessary stores, provided the owner 
of the vessel enter into bonds, with sufficient sureties, in 
the sum of one thousand Pounds, to be taken by the Com- 
mittee of Safety of Salem, in the name of the Treasurer 
of this Colony ; that said Schooner shall proceed on said 
voyage with cash only, (as is proposed in the Memorial,) 
with all possible despatch, and bring nothing back except 
Gunpowder, or other Military Stores, if a full load of the 
former cannot be obtained, and land the same in some part 
of this Colony, Boston and Nantucket excepted. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down a Petition of Mrs. De- 
borah Cushing, wife of the Honourable Thomas Cushing, 
Esq., one of the members of the Continental Congress, 
setting forth, that Mr. Cushing, being at the lime of com- 
mencing hostilities by the Ministerial troops, called out of 
Boston on publick business, was prevented from getting 
out any of his household furniture, except ope or two beds ; 
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and, therefore, praying the Court to grant her the use of the 
furniture which belonged to the late Governour Hutchinson, 
now in the hands of the Committee of Correspondence, for 
the Town of Milton. 

In Council, December 27, 1775: Read, and Ordered, 
That Moses Gill, Esq., with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Committee to consider said Petition, and 
report. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr. Pitts and Deacon Nichols 
are joined. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed, with whom 
the Commissary-General may advise and consult, with re- 
spect to the purchase of Military Stores, and that Mr. De- 
vans, Mr. Phillips, and Mr. Pitts, be a Committee to bring 
in a Resolve slating the commission of such a Committee. 

The Committee on Accounts were directed to allow 
Doctor's Accounts, so far as they were for services done be- 
fore the first day of August last. 

Ordered, That Mr. Partridge bring in a Resolve di- 
recting the Committee for procuring Saltpetre to deliver 
what they procure into the care of the Commissary-Ge- 
neral. 

Resolved, That three o'clock in the afternoon be assigned 
for the consideration of the Report of the Committee ap- 
pointed to consider the state of the Boston and Charles- 
town Poor. 

. Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to desire they would send down the Resolve which passed 
this House relative to the Estates of the Refngees. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Mr. Gerry, and Colonel 
Thurston, with such as the honourable Board may join, be 
a Committee to consider the Petition of the Town of Har- 
vard, entered the 25th current. 

Resolved, That Colonel Porter, Deacon Cheever, and 
Mr. Pitts, be a Committee to advise with the Commissary- 
General in procuring and depositing such Ordnance and 
other Military Stores as this Court have ordered to be pur- 
chased for the use of the Colony. 

The House considered the Petition of Charles Chauncy, 
Esq., in behalf of Neal Mclntyer, brought down Decem- 
ber 20th, and the Vote of Council thereon. 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Thompson and Mr. 
Hopkins are joined. 

James Prescott, Esq., brought down the Resolve of this 
House relative to disposing of the Estates of the Refugees. 

The Committee appointed to inquire what quantity of 
Saltpetre will be procured by the Committee on Saltpetre, 
having acquainted themselves relative to the matter, and 
being persuaded that in a month or two, one ton of Salt- 
petre at least will be procured by them, which, at seven 
Shillings per pound, amounts to seven hundred Pounds: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Receiver-General of this 
Colony be directed to pay Captain Peck two hundred and 
fifty Pounds ; Dr. Whiting, one hundred and fifty Pounds ; 
Deacon Baker, one hundred and fifty Pounds; and Mr. 
Phipps, the other one hundred and fifty Pounds, which 
completes the sum above-mentioned — those gentlemen be- 
ing the Committee upon Saltpetre, and that they severally 
be accountable to this Court for the above said sums. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of 
the Committee of Frenchman's Bay, relative to a quantity 
of Grain, &c, from Virginia, consigned to the Committee 
of Donations for the Poor of Boston, reported, that said 
Petition be handed to the Committee of Donations, that 
they may act thereon as they shall judge proper. 

Read, and accepted, and, accordingly, Ordered, To be 
handed to the said Committee of Donations, they to act 
thereon as they think proper. 

Mr. Watson, by order of the Committee of Accounts, 
laid before the House the appointment of Joseph Pearse 
Palmer, as Quartermaster-General of the Massachusetts 
Forces, and an Account of his services, and requested the 
instructions of the House ; 

Whereupon, Ordered, That the Committee do not take 
the same into consideration until the said Palmer makes 
application by way of petition. 



It was moved that the sense of the House be taken on 
this question, proposed by the Committee on Accounts, 
viz: Whether they ought to allow such Accounts of Ta- 
vernkeepers, for billeting soldiers, as are so general that 
the Committee cannot determine whether they are reason- 
able or not ? And the question being put, it passed in the 
negative. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to know if they have passed upon a Resolve of this House, 
directing how the Bills of Credit should be signed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hobart, Colonel Cushing, anrJMr. 
Pills, be a Committee to consider what shall be done with 
those Bills of Credit which specify a different denomina- 
tion on the back to what is expressed on the face of, the 
Bill, and to determine how they shall be received in pay- 
ment. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
desiring that they would send down the Resolve of this 
House relative to the payment of Muster-Roils, if they 
have not passed upon it. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought the same down accordingly, 
and, also, brought down a Resolve, certifying the appoint- 
ment of the gentlemen delegated by the Court to represent 
this Colony at the Continental Congress, and expressing 
their commission. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed by this Court 
to purchase Saltpetre, be, and they hereby are directed to 
deliver all the Saltpetre they shall purchase, in pursuance 
of their commission, to Richard Devans, Esq., and take 
his receipt for the same. 

Resolved, That Henry Gardner, Esq., Receiver-Gene- 
ral of this Colony, be, and he hereby is directed to pay 
unto Thomas Crafts, Esq., and others, (a Committee ap- 
pointed by this Court to provide lor such of the Poor of 
Boston as have, or may be sent out of said town to Point- 
Shirley,) the sum of one hundred Pounds, for the purpose 
aforesaid, said Committee to be accountable to this Court 
therefor. 

The House considered the Resolve for stationing Forces 
to guard the Sea-Coasts. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday, December 28, 1775, 

Ordered, That Colonel Otis, Mr. PAi7/ips,Captain Car- 
penter, Mr. Morgan, and Colonel Norton, be a Committee 
to take into consideration some proper method, by which 
this Colony may be supplied with a quantity of Wool. 

The House considered, and non-concurred a Resolve of 
the honourable Board, brought down the 26lh current, for 
the purpose of appointing a Committee to consider and 
report a Resolve directing how the Bills of Credit should 
be signed and numbered, and what allowance the signers 
and numberers shall have for their services ; 

Whereupon, Ordered, That Mr.Singletary, Mr. Brown 
of Abington, and Mr. Phillips, be a Committee for that 
purpose. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Rpard, 
to know if they have passed upon a Resolve of this House 
directing how the Bills of Credit should be signed. 

Accordingly, Jedediah Foster, Esq., came down, and 
informed the House that the honourable Board had non- 
concurred the said Resolve, and, at the same time, brought 
down a Report of the Committee of both Houses, on i.lio 
Petition of Mrs. Deborah Cushing, read yesterday, viz: 

Resolved, That the prayer of said Petition be granted, 
and that the Committee of Correspondence of the. Town of 
Milton be, and hereby are directed to deliver to said De- 
borah Cushing such, and so much of the household furni- 
ture now in their hands, belonging to the late Governour 
Hutchinson, (A) as she may need, and take her receipt 
therefor, the said Thomas Cushing, Esq., to be accounta- 
ble to this, or some future General Assembly of this Colo- 
ny, for the same, and the aforesaid Committee are directed 
to get such articles as said Deborah may receive apprized, 
by three indifferent persons, under oath, and lodge a copy 
of said apprizement in the Secretary's Office. 

In Council, December 28, 1775: Read, and accepted. 
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Jabez Fisher, Esquire, brought down the following Re- 
solve, which passed the honourable Board the 27th cur- 
rent, viz: 

Whereas, many Accounts against this Colony are exhi- 
bited by Innholders, and others, without any charge of the 
particular articles which would justify the foot of such ac- 
counts ; 

Therefore, Resolved,Thal all Accounts exhibited against 
this Colony in future, by Innholders, or others, shall parti- 
cularly specify the several articles and charges thereof, 
which may, collectively, make up the foot of such Ac- 
counts, and no others will be received ; and that this Re- 
solve be published in the fVatertown, Cambridge, and 
Worcester Newspapers, for three weeks successively, next 
after the date hereof. 

The Resolve of this House containing directions to the 
Committee on Muster-Rolls, which was brought down yes- 
terday, was read, and recommitted to Major Hawley, Mr. 
Sullivan, and Captain Partridge, who, having amended the 
same, reported. Read, and accepted, as follows, viz : 

Ordered, That the Committee of both Houses, lately ap- 
pointed to examine the Muster-Roils ordered by this Court 
to be made up to the 1st of August last, be directed not only 
carefully to see to it, that all such stoppages be made on the 
said Rolls as are directed to be made by the Resolve passed 
in the House on the 3d of November last, and concurred by 
the Council on the 6th of the same month, but that they 
diligently inquire, and endeavour fully to find out, whether 
any 3 officer, or officers, borne on such Rolls, are indebted 
to the Government for any moneys received to pay their 
regiments or companies their advance pay, which they have 
not accounted for to the Paymasters of the Colony; and, 
also, whether any non-commissioned officers or privates 
have received their advance pay more than once ; and in all 
instances where the said Committees shall find that any 
officers or privates are indebted to the Government on 
such accounts, that they stay the payment of so much of 
the wages of the particular person so indebted, whether 
officers "or soldiers, borne on the said Rolls, as may indem- 
nify the Government ; and, in order more effectually to do 
the same, the said Committee is hereby directed and em- 
powered to call upon such of the Commissaries, Paymas- 
ters, and Committees of Supplies, as have been in the 
service of this Colony, for all accounts and certificates ne- 
cessary to enable them to make the stoppage, as aforesaid ; 
and that an addition be immediately made to the said Com- 
mittee, of two on the part of the House, and one on the 
part of the Board, and that any five of such increased Com- 
mittee be a quorum, and that the said Committee be here- 
by directed and required, constantly to attend the business 
of examining and correcting the said Rolls, until they shall 
be finished, and, from time to time, as soon as they shall 
have passed on such Rolls, that they present the same to 
the honourable Board for their concurrence, and that the 
Board, as soon as they shall have passed thereon, make 
their warrant on the Treasurer for what shall appear to be 
due to each man borne on the said Rolls. 

Ordered, That Major Gooding and Colonel Porter be 
added to the Committee above-mentioned, on the part of 
the House. 

The House again considered the Resolve for stationing 
Forces to guard the Sea-Coasts, and the further considera- 
tion thereof was put off to three o'clock in the afternoon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pitts bring in a Resolve, empow- 
ering the Committee appointed to consider the information 
against Mr. Elias Haskitt Derby, to send for witnesses. 



the 



Afternoon. 

following Re- 



John Taylor, Esq., brought down 
solve, viz : 

In Council, December 28, 1775: Resolved, That it be, 
and it hereby is recommended to the Selectmen of the 
several Towns in this Colony, as soon as may be, to call 
their towns together, and to insert in the Warrants to be 
by them issued for calling said Town Meetings, a clause or 
article for devising ways and means for introducing the art 
of manufacturing Saltpetre into private families in such 
towns; and it is hereby recommended to the said towns to 
appoint Committees, and grant all such encouragement .as 
they shall judge proper to this necessary business. And it 
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is recommended to the Selectmen to lay before their towns 
for their consideration, the several methods for collecting 
materials and making Saltpetre, which have been published 
by the honourable the Continental Congress, and by this 
Court. 

And it is further recommended to all private families to 
exert themselves in collecting earth from the foundations of 
houses, barns, stables, dove-houses, and all other buildings, 
and from cellars and other places, and in learning the art 
of extracting Saltpetre from the same, (A.) 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve direct- 
ing how the Bills of Credit should be numbered and signed, 
reported. The Report was read, and considered, and re- 
committed. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to bring in a 
Resolve for establishing of Forces to guard the Sea-Coast, 
was again considered, and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 
Whereas, the time for which the men raised by this Co- 
lony for the defence of the Sea-Coast thereof, is near ex- 
pired, and it being necessary that there should be new 
levies for that purpose : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That there shall be forthwith 
raised and iiilisted in the pay of this Colony, for the de- 
fence of the same, twelve hundred men, upon the follow- 
ing establishment, to serve and be in pay from the time of 
their marching from their homes to their respective stations, 
(provided they pass muster,) to the last day of December, 
1776, unless the General Court shall see fit to discharge 
them, or any part of them, before ; each Company to have 
one Captain and two Lieutenants, three Sergeants, three 
Corporals, one Drummer, and one Fifer ; the Captain's pay 
to be five Pounds eight Shillings per month ; the First 
Lieutenant's pay, three Pounds twelve Shillings per month ; 
and the Second Lieutenant's, three Pounds three Shillings 
per month ; each Sergeant's pay, forty-four Shillings ; each 
Corporal's and Drummer's, forty Shillings, and Fifer's and 
Private's pay, thirty-six Shillings per month ; and where it 
may be necessary to appoint a Field-Officer or Officers 
over some part of the said men so raised, the pay of a 
Chief or First Colonel shall be nine Pounds, a Lieutenant- 
Colonel eight (A) Pounds, and for a Major seven Pounds per 
month, accounting thirty days to a month. And that each 
officer and soldier aforesaid, shall arm and equip himself 
with a good, effective fire-arm, cartridge-box, blanket, and 
knapsack, half a pound of powder, twenty bullets, and four 
flints; and no non-commissioned officer or private soldier 
shall be allowed to pass muster, unless so equipped and 
provided. And it is recommended to the Selectmen of 
each town, that they, out of their town's stock, supply the 
persons so inlisted, being inhabitants of their town, with 
the quantity of ammunition aforesaid, on such persons pay- 
ing a reasonable price for the same, and being otherways 
unable to procure it. 

And it is also Resolved, That each officer and private 
soldier shall within two months next after passing muster, 
be further armed and equipped with a bayonet and belt, 
and a canteen sufficient to hold one quart, upon penalty of 
having six Shillings a month deducted out of their wages for 
all the time they shall be unprovided therewith, after the 
expiration of the said two months; and the Captain or 
Commanding Officer who shall make up the Muster-Rolls, 
is hereby ordered to deduct the same. 

And it is also Resolved, That the allowance of provisions 
to each officer and private soldier, by the day, shall be one 
pound of (B) flour bread, or one pound and-a-quarter of 
other bread, one pound of pork, or one pound and-a-quar- 
ter of beef ; and where salt fish can be had, they shall b,e 
allowed one pound offish one day in seven, instead of ope 
day's allowance of meat ; also one Shilling and eight Pence 
per week to purchase milk, butter, peas, and other sauce, 
soap, and vinegar. 

And it is Resolved, That there shall, upon the afore- 
said establishment of the twelve hundred men aforesaid, 
be stationed at a place called Martha's Vineyard, in this 
Colony, two Companies, consisting of seventy-five men 
each, including officers. 

And it is also Resolved, That there shall be stationed 
upon the same establishment at the Elizabeth-Islands, in 
this Colony, two Companies, to consist of seventy-five men 
each , including officers ; which four Companies aforesaid 
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shall be under the field command of a Major, to be appoint- 
ed over them by the Court. 

And it is also Resolved, That a Commissary be ap- 
pointed by this Court, to supply the four Companies afore- 
said with barracks, wood, and utensils to cook in, and their 
allowance of provisions and money, according to the afore- 
going establishment, till the further order of this Court. 

And it is Resolved, That there shall be stationed at 
Plymouth, fifty men, including officers, upon the same es- 
tablishment; and that there shall be a Commissary ap- 
pointed by this Court to supply said Company with bar- 
racks, wood, and utensils to cook in, and their allowance 
of provisions and money according to the establishment 
aforesaid. 

And it is also Resolved, That there shall be stationed at 
Marbhhead two Companies, to consist of seventy-five men 
each, officers included, one Captain of which Companies 
shall have the chief command of both. 

And it is Resolved, That there be stationed at Salem, 
one Company, to consist of fifty men, including officers, 
and that a Commissary be appointed by this Court to sup 



ter-Roll the last day of February next, and after that time, 
quarterly, so long as he shall continue in the service as 
aforesaid, and to direct the Company to draw on the Trea- 
surer in favour of some person whom they shall appoint to 
receive the same ; and that the Council are further em- 
powered to issue their warrants on the Treasury for pay- 
ment thereof, to the persons on said Rolls, or their order. 

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of each Com- 
pany shall cause them to be improved in military discipline 
(unless otherwise upon duty) once, or oftener, each day, 
excepting the Sabbath, and order them to avoid an unne- 
cessary expense of ammunition ; and each non-commission- 
ed officer or soldier who shall act in opposition to this 
Resolve, or disobey the lawful commands of either of his 
officers relative to the premises, and be thereof convicted 
before a majority of the Sea-Coast commissioned Officers, 
stationed in the same town with him, shall forfeit and have 
deducted from his wages a sum not exceeding six Shillings, 
nor less than one Shilling for each offence. 

Resolved, That there be appointed one person in each 
County where the Sea-Coast Men are stationed, to muster 




cook in. 

And that there be stationed at Gloucester, four Compa- 
nies, two whereof shall consist of sixty-three men each, 
including officers, and the other two to consist of sixty-two 
men each, including officers, and to be under the command 
of a Colonel, to be appointed by this Court, as already 
provided; and that a Commissary be appointed by this 
Court to supply them with the allowance as is above pro- 
vided for the others on the same establishment ; and with 
barracks, wood, and utensils to cook in, if necessary. 

And it is likewise Resolved, That there shall be sta- 
tioned at Falmouth, in the County of Cumberland, five 
Companies, to consist of eighty men each, including offi- 
cers ; two Companies whereof shall be raised of the inha- 



rank. 



Resolved, That the Sea-Coast Forces shall be subject 
to, and governed by the same Articles of War, or Regula- 
tions, which shall be provided for the Militia of this Colo- 
ny, when raised in consequence of an alarm ; and where 
no Field-Officer, or Officers, are appointed over the said 
Forces they shall, during their continuance on any station, 
be so far considered belonging to the Regiment of which 
said station, or place, is a part, as to be tried and punished 
for any breach of said Articles of War, by a Court-Marlial, 
consisting of the officers of the said Regiment, and the 
Forces aforesaid ; or such a part thereof as the said Arti- 
cles shall direct. 

__ _ And it is also Resolved, That there shall be stationed 

bitants of said County ; two of the inhabitants of the at Kittery-Point, one Company, of fifty men, including 
County of York; and one of the inhabitants of the County officers, under the same laws, regulations, and establish- 
of Lincoln, to be under the command of one Colonel and ments aforesaid, the Commanding Officer of which Conv- 
ene Major, to be chosen and appointed over them by this pany, shall keep a Sergeant's Guard at York; and that a 
Court ; of which men the Commanding Officer shall place Commissary be appointed by this Court to supply said 
necessary guards on Kennebeck- River, at Harpswell, Company with the provisions, money, barracks, &tc, as 
Brunswick, North- Yarmouth, New-Casco, Cape-Eliza- • above-mentioned for others on the same establishment. 
beth, Scarborough, on Saco-River, and in such other . Resolved, That Colonel Freeman be, and hereby is ap- 
places as he shall think necessary for the defence of the : pointed and directed to send a printed copy of the above 
Province of Maine, and that a Commissary be appointed by Establishment, with Inlisting Orders, and Forms of Inhst - 
this Court to supply said Companies with their allowance ment, to the several Captains that may be chosen by this 
of money and provisions, according to the above establish- Court on said Establishment. 

Ordered, That the Committee who reported the fore- 
going Resolve consider a proper provision for defence of 
Sheepscut- River, and other exposed parts of the Sea- 
Coast. ' ' 

Resolved, That Captain Goodman be, and he hereby is 
directed to repair immediately to Hartford, in Connecticut, 
and engage the gentlemen, whom he was appointed to at- 
tend to Stoughton and Andover, on the business of erecting 
Powder-Mills, to come without delay to this place. | 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 



ment, and with barracks, wood, and utensils to cook in 

And it is also Resolved, That the Council shall, and 
they hereby are empowered forthwith to issue their war- 
rant to the Treasurer, directing him to pay the aforesaid 
Commissaries, when chosen, the sum of fifty Shillings for 
each officer and soldier, which they are to provide for re- 
spectively ; the said Commissaries giving bonds with suffi- 
cient sureties, as the Council shall direct, that the moneys 
which they shall, from time to time, receive by warrant of 
Council for the purpose aforesaid, shall be by them faith- 
fully expended in supplying and providing for the Compa- 
nies under their respective care, and accounted for accord- 
ingly ; and the Council are further empowered, at the ex- 
piration of two months, to order to each Commissary afore 



Friday, December 29, 1775.- 
A Petition of Samuel Jackson, of PfymcwM/setting forth, 




officer and soldier under his care, or such a part thereof as 
shall be found necessary to furnish supplies four months ; 
and at the expiration of that, or any other time for which 



Commissary-General of the Continental Army, and having 
no other way of getting his debt, prays the consideration of 
this Court. Read, and committed to Mr. Sullivan, Colo- 



moneys shall be advanced to each Commissary for supply- tnis £°u«. ™au, »™ com. 

in- the forces as aforesaid, to renew their drafts in the said ™l Porter, and Mr. Cooper. , • ■ 

proportion of twenty-five Shillings a man per month, or so Resolved, That the form of Beating Orders and Inhst 

much thereof as shall be found necessary, until the 31st of ments for raising Men, in this Colony service, to defend the 



December next, provided the Commissaries shall, respec- 
tively, continue to account for the sums they shall receive 
as aforesaid, and the Forces shall not be dismissed before 
from the service of this Colony. 

Also, Resolved, That the Captain of each Company 
' aforesaid be, and hereby is directed to make up his Mus- 



Sea-Coast, on the Establishment by this Court for the year 
1776, be as follows, viz : 

"To 

" Sm: You are hereby empowered immediately to inlist 
a company, to consist of able-bodied effec- 
tive men, including officers, Sic, as soldiers in the Massa- 
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chusetts service for ihe defence of the sea-coast in this 
Colony, agreeable to an establishment made for the defence 
of the sea-coast for the year 1776, and cause them to pass 
muster as soon as may be. 

" day of ..... A. D. 1776." 

" We, the subscribers, do hereby engage and inlist our- 
selves as Soldiers in the service of the Massachusetts Co- 
lony, for the defence and protection of the Sea-Coasts in 
said Colony, from the day of our inlistment to the last day 
of December, 1776, on the establishment for that purpose 
made, unless the said service shall admit of a discharge of 
a part or the whole sooner, which is to be determined by 
the General Court of said Colony. And we do hereby 
oblige ourselves to submit to all the orders and regulations 
of the Army, and faithfully to observe and obey all such 
orders as we shall, from time to time, receive from our su- 
perior officers." 

Ordered, That the following gentlemen he a Commit- 
tee to proportion four thousand Blankets to be procured 
for the Army, on the several Towns in the Counties here- 
after mentioned, viz: For Suffolk, Colonel Lovell ; Es- 
sex, Mr. Jevvett; Hampshire, Major Bliss ; Barnstable, Col- 
onel Otis ; Dukes- County, Colonel Norton ; Worcester, 
Mr. Bancroft ; Middlesex, Mr. Johnson ; Plymouth, Colonel 
Mitchell; Bristol, Colonel Godfrey; York, Colonel Cutt; 
Berkshire, Major Smith. 

The Resolve of this House relative to the Estates of the 
Refugees, read, and committed to Mr. Nye, Mr. Hovey, 
and Mr. Hobart. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to apportion 
four thousand Blankets, he, be instructed to pay a due 
consideration to those Towns from which a late draft of the 
Militia has been made, and also to those Towns where the 
Sea-Coast Forces are to be raised. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider 
what Fees are proper to be allowed to the Courts of Ad- 
miralty, sit forthwith. 

The Report of the Committee of both Houses on the 
Petition of Deborah dishing, brought down yesterday, was 
read and concurred, with the amendment at A, viz: At A 
insert "in the judgment of said Committee." 

Mr. Pitts, agreeable to order, reported the following 
Resolve, which was read, and accepted, viz: 
. Whereas, information has been given to the Committee 
appointed to inquire into the complaint against Mr. Has- 
kilt Derby, relative to his having violated a Resolve of the 
Continental Congress, that Israel Turner, of Pembroke, 
Captain Joshua Burnam, of Ipswich, and Edward Davis, 
now at Barnstable, can give material evidence thereon ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That said Committee be, and are 
hereby empowered and directed to summons them to ap- 
pear, or have their depositions taken, properly authenticated, 
and laid before this House. 

The Militia Bill was again considered and recommitted. 

Afternoon. 

Mr. Speaker read to the House a Letter from Willian 
Watson, Esquire, dated Plymouth, December 27, 1775, in- 
forming him of the capture of a Sloop bound to Boston, from 
New-York, loaded with pork, beef, geese, apples, fee, sent 
by Governour Tryon, and taken by a Plymouth Privateer, 
accompanying a number of prisoners sent to this Court 
under the charge of Mr. Elkanah Bartlett. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, brought down the follow- 
ing Vote of Council, viz : 

In Council, December 29, 1775: Whereas, several of 
the United Colonies have of late thought it expedient and 
necessary to fit out Armed Vessels for the defence of Ame- 
rican liberty, and it appears to this Court necessary that 
measures be taken by this Colony for our further protection 
by sea : 

Therefore, Resolved, That John Adams and Joseph 
Palmer, Esqs., with such as the honourable House shall 
join, be a Committee to consider and report to this Court a 
plan for fitting out one or more Armed Vessels for the de- 
fence at American liberty. 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Orne, Mr. Brown, 
and Colonel Otis, are joined. 



The Militia Bill having gone through a second reading : 
Ordered, That it be immediately read again. 
The same Bill was accordingly read a third time, and re- 
committed. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday, December 30, 1775. 

Resolved, That those Officers and Men, of the four 
Companies now stationed at Brainlree, Weymouth, and 
Hingham, who are not inlisted into the Continental Army, 
be, and they are hereby directed to continue and do duty 
on their posts until the further order of this Court. 

The Committee appointed to consider how the Bills of 
Credit of the present emission should be signed and num- 
bered, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the several Bills for completing the sum 
of seventy-five thousand Pounds, which this Court has or- 
dered to be emitted by a late Act, be signed and numbered 
in the following manner, viz : 

That the Bills of the several denominations, from eight 
Pence to seven Shillings, inclusively, be signed by any one 
of the Committee appointed for this purpose, as said Com- 
mittee shall agree. That the Bills of the several denomi- 
nations, from ten Shillings to forty-eight Shillings, inclu- 
sively, be signed by any two of the same Committee. That 
one of them shall sign with black ink, and the other with 
red ink. The several Bills to be numbered by the above- 
mentioned Committee in such manner as shall by them be 
determined. 

Ordered, That Colonel Grout and Mr. Mills be added 
to the Committee appointed to consider the Accounts of 
Selectmen of sundry Towns for Provisions supplied the 
Troops immediately after the battle of Lexington; and 
Colonel Howe in the room of Mr. Cross, absent. 

A Letter from his Excellency General Washington, da- 
ted 29th current, relative to the four Companies doing duty 
at Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham, and informing the 
Court that he does not think himself at liberty to extend 
the Continental Guards beyond Squantum and Chelsea, 
&sc. Read, and sent up. 

Order of the Uay moved for. 

Ordered, That Major Bliss, Mr. Rice, and Mr. Hale, 
be a Committee to count and sort the votes for some gen- 
tlemen to serve on the Committee of Accounts in the room 
of Major Brooks, excused. 

Who reported that Mr. Mighill was chosen. 

Resolved, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to inform them that this House propose to come to the 
choice of Officers for the Sea-Coast Forces, at four o'clock, 
in the afternoon, by joint ballot, if agreeable to the honour- 
able Board. 

The Committee appointed to apportion four thousand 
Blankets on several Towns, &.C., reported. 

The Report was read, and three o'clock, P. M., was 
assigned for the consideration of the same. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that this House is ready, according to the 
Order of the Day, to proceed to the choice of Officers for 
the Sea-Coast Forces, and propose to begin with a Colonel 
to command the four Companies to be stationed at Glou- 
cester. 

Ordered, That Colonel Gardner, Deacon Raivson, and 
Colonel Sayer, be a Committee on the part of the House 
to count and sort the votes for the Officers aforesaid. 

Samuel Holten, Esquire, came down and informed the 
House, that the Board being engaged in business of impor- 
tance, could not in the forenoon send a message to inform 
the House that they agreed to their proposal of coming fo> 
the choice of Officers to coniinand at Gloucester, but that 
the Board was now ready to come to the choice of a Col- 
onel to command the four Companies stationed there. 

The Committee having carried up the votes for a Col- 
onel to command the four Companies at Gloucester, re- 
ported that Colonel Joseph Foster was chosen. 

The same Committee having carried up the votes for 
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the Officers of the First Company for Gloucester, reported 
llmt the following gentlemen were chosen, viz: Daniel 
Warner, Captain; John Low, Jun., First Lieutenant; 
Solomon Gorham, Second Lieutenant. 

Ordered, That the same Committee inform the ho- 
nourable Board that the House apprehend there is a press- 
ing necessity of an immediate appointment of the several 
Officers to command the Forces to be raised for defending 
the Sea-Coast ; and, especially, as the time for which the 
Forces were inlisted, who are now on that service, expires 
to-morrow, and, therefore, propose to proceed to the choice 
of such Officers this evening. 

The same Committee having carried up the votes for 
the Officers of the Second Company for Gloucester, re- 
ported that the following gentlemen were chosen, viz: John 
Lane, Captain ; Jabez Lane, First Lieutenant ; Moses At- 
kinson, Second Lieutenant. 

John Whetcomb, Esquire, came down and informed the 
House that the honourable Board propose to put off the 
further choice of Officers for Gloucester, to Monday next, 
ten o'clock, A. M. 

John Taylor, Esquire, brought down the Resolve for 
stationing Forces to guard and defend the Sea-Coast, with 
the following Vote of Council, viz: 

In Council, December 30, 1775 : Read, and concurred 
with the amendments at A and B, viz : At A, dele the 
words, " thirty days to a month," and insert, " by calendar 
months;" and at B, add "wheat." 

Read, and concurred. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that this House will put off the further 
choice of Officers for the Town of Gloucester, to Monday 
next, ten o'clock, A. M., agreeable to the proposal of the 
honourable Board. 

The Militia Bill was again considered by the House, and 
recommitted. 

The House adjourned till Monday next, ten o'clock. 

Monday, January 1, 1776. 

A Petition of John Willman, representing that he re- 
ceived a wound in his back at the battle on Bunker- Hill, 
on the 17th of June last, and praying allowance for his 
account of the charge and expense in curing it. 

Read, and committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider Petitions and Accounts of wounded men. 

A Bill to enable the Inhabitants of Falmouth to recover 
Goods taken from them during the late fire there. Read 
the first time, and ordered to be read again to-morrow 
morning, ten o'clock. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that this House is now ready, according to 
the Order of the Day, to come to the choice of Sea-Coast 
Officers for the Third and Fourth Companies at Gloucester. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes 
for Officers to command the Sea-Coast Forces, having car- 
ried up the votes for the Officers of the Third and Fourth 
Companies for Gloucester, reported that the following gen- 
tlemen were chosen, viz: 

For the Third Company : Bradbury Saunders, Cap- 
tain ; Isaac Somes, First Lieutenant ; John Chandler, Se- 
cond Lieutenant. 

For the Fourth Company : William Pearson, Captain ; 
Joseph Lane, First Lieutenant; James Ilaye, Second 
Lieutenant. 

The same Committee, having carried up the votes of 
the House for a Commissary for the four Companies to be 
stationed at Gloucester, reported that Major Samuel Whit- 
temore was unanimously chosen. 

Resolved, That three o'clock, in the afternoon, be as- 
signed for the consideration of the pay of the Captains of 
the Minute-Companies. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman bring in a Resolve 
for establishing another Commissary for the Companies to 
be stationed at Martha's Vineyard and Elizabeth-Islands. 

Samuel Holten, Esquire, came down and informed the 
House that the honourable Board propose to put off the 
further choice of Officers for the Sea-Coast Forces to some 
future time. 



Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that this House propose to proceed to the 
choice of Officers for the Sea-Coast Forces at three o'clock, 
in the afternoon, and to begin with the choice of Officers 
for the Companies to be stationed at Marblehead. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, came down and informed 
the House that the honourable Board would proceed to 
the choice of Officers for the Sea-Coast Forces at three 
o'clock, in the afternoon, agreeable to the proposal of the 
House. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gray take a fair copy of the Mili- 
tia Bill, and that it be taken into consideration to-morrow, 
eleven o'clock, A. M. 

Whereas, the late Congress of this Colony ordered that 
the Regiment under the command of Colonel Edmund 
Phinney should be marched from Falmouth to Head- 
Quarters, and many of the persons who billeted them kept 
no particular account of the articles supplied, but took the 
receipts of the officers commanding the parties for the 
same : 

It is, therefore, Ordered, That the Committee of Ac* 
counts be directed to take under consideration those Re- 
ceipts, and that, when there shall not appear any fraud or 
injustice in such Receipts, or any extravagance in the ac- 
counts they refer to, they shall be allowed as good vouch- 
ers thereto, without the particulars of which said Accounts 
consist being exhibited ; and where it shall appear to said 
Committee that there is any extravagance in said Accounts, 
they are directed to deduct the same. 

Afternoon. 
Ordered, That Major Brooks, Mr. Davis, and Colonel 
Godfrey, be a Committee to consider and report some 
directions to the Committee on Muster-Rolls, with respect 
to the wages of Servants and Minors. 

Colonel Freeman, agreeable to order, reported the fol- 
lowing Resolve. Read, and accepted : 

Whereas, by a Resolve of Court, which passed in this 
House on the 28th day of December last, for raising Forces 
for the defence of the Sea-Coast, it was provided that one 
Commissary should be appointed to supply the companies 
to be stationed on the Elizabeth- Islands and Martha's 
Vineyard with their allowance of provisions, money, wood, 
barracks, and utensils to cook in ; and it being thought ne- 
cessary there should be more than one for those Islands : 

Therefore, it is Resolved, That there shall be appointed 
one Commissary for Elizabeth-Islands, and one for Mar- 
tha's Vineyard, instead of one for both. 

A Petition of Ebenezer Bradish, setting forth, that at 
the commencement of the unhappy troubles with the pa- 
rent state, his inn was open to the free access of such part 
of the Army as assembled in Cambridge ; that he freely 
distributed necessaries to them, for which he received no 
allowance, and praying the consideration of the Court. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Fessenden, Mr. Allen, arid 
Mr. Hodges. 

A Memorial of Captain John Lane, of Buxton, setting 
forth, that he has been in commission upwards of twenty 
years; was the last year stationed with a company at 
Cape-Ann; and that, being now appointed to the same 
service, he prays he may rank according to his services 
and commission. Read, and ordered to lie. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to inquire if they have passed upon the Resolve directing 
how the Bills of Credit should be signed. 

Ordered, That Colonel Cutt and Colonel Otis be on 
the Committee to count and sort the votes for Officers to 
command the Sea-Coast Forces, in the room of Colonel 
Gardner and Deacon Rawson, absent. 

Who, having carried up the votes for trie Officers of two 
Companies to be stationed at Marblehead, reported that the 
following gentlemen were chosen, viz: 

For the First Company : Francis Felton, Captain ; Ben- 
jamin Ashton, First Lieutenant ; Nathaniel Lindsey, Se- 
cond Lieutenant. 

For the Second Company : William Hooper, Captain ; 
Robert Cloutman, First Lieutenant; Thomas Bowden, Se- 
cond Lieutenant. 

The same Committee carried up the votes for the Offi- 
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cers to command the Forces to be stationed at Martha's 
Vineyard, who reported that the following gentlemen were 
chosen, viz : 

Barachiak Basset, Esq., Major. 

First Company : Nathan Smith, Captain ; Jeremiah 
Manter, First Lieutenant; Fortunatus Basset, Second 
Lieutenant. 

Second Company : Benjamin Smith, Captain ; Mela- 
tiah Davis, First Lieutenant ; James Shaw, Second Lieu- 
tenant. 

Third Company : John Grannis, Captain ; James Blos- 
som, First Lieutenant ; Samuel Hallet, Second Lieute- 
nant. 

Fourth Company : Elisha Nye, Captain ; Stephen 
Nye, Jun., First Lieutenant ; John Russell, Second Lieu- 
tenant. 

Mr. Stephen Nye and Colonel Beriah Norton, Com- 
missaries. 

The same Committee having carried up the votes for 
the Officers to command the Forces to be stationed at Fal- 
mouth, in the County of Cumberland, reported that the 
following gentlemen were chosen, viz : 

Joseph Frye, Esq., Colonel ; Mr. Daniel Ilsley, Major ; 
James Sullivan, Esq., Commissary. 

For the First Company, to be raised in the County of 
Lincoln: Samuel McCobb, Captain; Benjamin Pattee, 
First Lieutenant ; William Lithgow, Second Lieutenant. 

For the Second and Fourth Companies, to be raised in 
the County of Cumberland : William Crocker, Captain; 
John Skillin, First Lieutenant; Ebenezer Morton, Second 
Lieutenant. John Rice, Captain ; Josiah Davis, First 
Lieutenant ; Levi Loring, Second Lieutenant. 

For the Third and Fifth Companies, to be raised in the 
County of York: Benjamin Hooper, Captain ; Humphrey 
Pike, First Lieutenant ; Joseph Chadbourn, Second Lieu- 
tenant. Tobias Lord, Captain ; Nathaniel Cousens, First 
Lieutenant; Edmund Webb, Jun., Second Lieulenant. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay upon the table the 
establishment for the Sea-Coast Forces, together with the 
form of the Beating and Inlisting Orders. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to desire that they would, forthwith, call in their absent 
Members, that there may be a majority of the Council 
present at the Board. 

John Taylor, Esq., came down, and informed the House 
that a quorum of the Board were expected in to-morrow. 

The Committee appointed to collect the votes for Offi- 
cers to command the Sea-Coast Forces, having carried up 
the votes for the Officers of the Company to be stationed 
at Kittery, reported that the following gentlemen were 
chosen, viz: 

Philip Hubbard, Captain ; Nathaniel Hobart, First 
Lieutenant; Nathaniel Bean, Second Lieutenant; Ed- 
ward Cult, Esq., Commissary. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Tuesday, January 2, 1776. 

A Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., 
dated " Congress-Chamber, December 23, 1775," inform- 
ing the Court that the money ordered by the Court in con- 
sequence of our Accounts, would be ready to be forwarded 
in three days, &tc. Read, and sent up. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down the following Resolve, 
viz : 

In Council, January 2, 1776: Whereas, an Order hath 
passed this Court, directing the Commanding Offiser of the 
several Companies of Minute-Men and Militia, and, also, 
the Commanding Officers of the men stationed on the Sea- 
Coasts, to lodge their respective Rolls in the Secretary's 
Office, in order to their being examined and passed on, and 
no provision is made in said Order that a copy of such 
Roll shall be lodged with the Treasurer of this Colony; 

Therefore, Resolved, That Charles Chauncy, Esq., with 
such as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee 
to consider of, and report what is further necessary for this 
Court to do touching the premises. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr. Mills and Deacon Stick- 
ney are joined. 



A Petition of Ivory Hovey, in behalf of the Eastern Dis- 
tricts, lying between the River of Penobscot and Machias, 
praying the Court to establish a Court of Admiralty at 
Union-River, for reasons set forth in said Petition. Read, 
and committed to Colonel Orne and Mr. Hopkins, with 
such as the honourable Board shall join. 

Resolved, That three o'clock, in the afternoon, be as- 
signed to consider the Accounts of Labour done on Cam- 
bridge Bridge. 

Resolved, That the second reading of the Bill to enable 
the Inhabitants of Falmouth to recover Goods taken from 
them at the time of the late fire there, be put off to four 
o'clock, in the afternoon. 

The Bill, intituled " An Act for forming and regulating 
the Militia in this Colony," read a third time, and passed 
to be engrossed. 

Afternoon 
Ordered, That Major Smith, Colonel Freeman, and 
Colonel Thurston, with such as the honourable Board shall 
join, be a Committee to inquire into the conduct of the 
Officers of the Companies stationed at Falmouth, in the 
County of Cumberland, at the time of the late fire there, 
and that the Committee on Muster-Roils be directed to 
defer passing on the Muster-Rolls of those Companies, 
until the Committee now appointed shall report. 

A Petition of Joseph Pearse Palmer, praying a grant for 
his services as Quartermaster-General, from the 1st day of . 
May last to the 14th of August following. Read, and 
committed to Colonel Orne, Mr. Brown, of Boston, and 
Mr. Bent. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Colonel Orne, and Mr. 
Gerry, be a Committee to confer with Mr. Phillips, on a 
proposal made by him for erecting a Powder-Mill at An- 
dover. 

The Committee to whom was referred a Letter wrote by 
order of his Excellency General Washington, relative to a 
donation he had received from Fairfax, in Virginia, and 
requesting this House to receive and distribute the same, 
reported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That Mr. Brown and Mr. Pitts be a Com- 
mittee to wait on his Excellency General Washington, and 
acquaint him that a major part of the Committee of Dona- 
tions are now out of Boston; and, as said Committee were 
appointed for the purpose of distributing those charities, 
and, being the best judges of the circumstances of said 
Poor, are better able to answer the benevolent intentions of 
the contributors ; this Court would, therefore, recommend 
it to his Excellency, that said Donation may be paid to the 
Committee of Donations, for them to distribute among said 
Poor, if his Excellency shall judge proper, 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Gerry, and Colonel 
Orne, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for erecting 
another Powder-Mill. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Ger- 
ry, Colonel Freeman, and Colonel Orne, be a Committee 
to consider some proper Orders and Regulations, to be ob- 
served by the Militia of this Colony when they shall be 
drawn out on an alarm, and, also, to report what further 
measures are proper to be taken for the defence of this 
Colony. 

The Bill for enabling the Inhabitants of Falmouth to 
recover Goods taken from them at the time of the late fire 
there. Read a second time, and ordered to lie. 

Ordered, That Mr. Freeman, Mr. Sullivan, and Mr. 
Hopkins, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for the 
purpose of the aforesaid Bill. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 



Wednesday, January, 3, 1776. 

The House considered the Resolve of the honourable 
Council, brought down the 28th ultimo, recommending to 
the several Towns in the Colony to encourage the manu- 
facture of Saltpetre, and passed the following vote, viz : 

Read, and concurred, with the following addition at A, 
viz : At A, add, " and the same price shall be allowed for 
any quantity under fifty pounds, as is allowed by this Court 
for any quantity above fifty pounds weight." 
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Ordered, That Major Bliss, Mr. Singlctary, Major Ely, 
Major Smith, and Mr. Hobart, be a Committee to look 
into the Establishment for the Field-Officers of the Forces 
raised by this Colony in April and May last, and report 
what they ought to be allowed per month, all circumstan- 
ces considered. 

- James Prescott, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses, appointed to consider what is 
further necessary to be done, before the Minute-Men and 
Sea-Coast Rolls are paid off, viz : 

Whereas, no direction is given to the Commanding Offi- 
cers of the several companies of Minute Militia, and also, 
the Sea-Coast Men, for lodging their respective Rolls in the 
Treasurer's Office, great damage may arise to this Colony 
thereby; and whereas, some Companies are stationed at a 
very considerable distance, which will occasion much 
charge and difficulty, for want of a duplicate of said Rolls ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That some person be immediately 
employed to take copies of such Roils as have been (A) 
examined and passed upon, and no duplicate left, (B) and 
further that none of such be received in for the future 
without a duplicate as aforesaid attending them, (C) said 
copies to be examined and certified by the Committee on 
said Rolls, and lodged in the Secretary's Office. 

In Council, January 3, 1776: Read, and accepted. 

Read, and concurred, with the following amendments, 
viz : At A insert, " or may be;" and dele from B to C. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to bring in a 
Resolve for procuring Blankets, was again read, and order- 
ed to lie, and the Members of the several Counties were 
directed to apportion the number of Blankets set on each 
County, on the several Towns of their respective Counties. 

The Bill providing a speedy and cheap course or me- 
thod for the recovery of Debts. Read a second time, and 
the further consideration of it put off to three o'clock, in 
the afternoon. 

Resolved, That ten o'clock, to-morrow, A. M., be as- 
signed for the consideration of the Resolve containing the 
-appointment and commission of five gentlemen to represent 
this Colony at the next Continental Congress. 

Afternoon. 

The House concurred the Resolve of the honourable 
Board, brought down the 28th ultimo, relative to Accounts 
exhibited against the Colony by Innholders and others. 

The Committee appointed yesterday to confer with Mr. 
Phillips, on his proposal of erecting a Powder-Mill, re- 
ported a Resolve, which was read, amended, and accept- 
ed, and sent up for concurrence. 

Note. — The foregoing Resolve was afterwards taken into 
a new draft, and, therefore, is not inserted here. 

Ordered, That Colonel Grout and Mr. Cashing be on 
the Committee to consider some further provision for de- 
fence of the Sea-Coast, in the room of Colonel Cushing 
and Colonel Freeman, absent. 

The Committee of this day appointed to inspect the 
establishment of the Field-Officers, &c, reported. 

Read, and recommitted, and the Committee were direct- 
...ed to inquire thoroughly into the matter in particular; to 
^examine the Records and Papers of the Congress and Com- 
mittee of Safety, and to make application to some of the 
Officers of the Army for the original, or an attested copy 
of the establishment, and to avail themselves of the grounds 
on which the Colonels expected fifteen Pounds per month. 

. The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
.morning. 

Thursday, January 4, 1776. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Selectmen of the 
Town of Bridgewater, reported. Read, and not accepted, 
and ordered to be recommitted. 

A Petition and Memorial of the Town of Salem, setting 
forth their distressed circumstances, and praying that they 
may be exonerated the whole of the Colony tax laid on 
them for the current year. Read, and the petitioners had 
leave to withdraw their Petition. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story get the Resolve for procu- 
ring Blankets printed as soon as it has passed the honour- 
able Board. 



Afternoon. 

Colonel Joseph Foster, having been appointed to the 
command of the Forces to be stationed at the Town of 
Gloucester, moved the House that a precept may issue to 
that Town for the choice of some person to represent it in 
his stead : 

Whereupon, Ordered, That Mr. Davis, Mr. Gardner, 
and Major Blood, be a Committee to consider the said mo- 
tion, and report. 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to lay upon 
the table the Resolve of Court appointing a Committee to 
sign the Bills of Credit. 

The Secretary laid the same on the table, accordingly. 
The Secretary came in with the following Message from 
a majority of the honourable Council, viz : 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

The danger that a correspondence would be carried on 
between a few disaffected inhabitants of this Colony and 
the enemies of America, through the Town of Hull, to the 
men-of-war lying in and near Nantasket-Road ; and that 
our enemies might be supplied in that channel, induced the 
General in July last to cause the inhabitants of said town 
to be removed, and to place and constantly keep up a guard 
at the entrance of the beach leading into that town ; the 
guards continued until the 1st of December past, at which 
time their inlistment expired, and they returned to their 
several homes in Connecticut. Upon this, and Colonel 
Lincoln being told, that several persons had been seen to 
go to Hull, but none being observed to return, he directed 
a small guard from the Militia in the vicinity to be placed 
at the entrance of said town, and to continue there until 
they should receive further orders ; he immediately laid the 
whole matter before the Council. They sent a message 
to his Excellency General Washington, requesting that he 
would place a guard there, and relieve the Militia ; he gave 
encouragement to our messenger that he would give orders 
for that purpose ; but it hath been delayed, and now the 
Council are acquainted that the lines at Cambridge and 
Roxbury are so thin that no men can be spared for the 
purpose aforesaid. The Council, therefore, thought it their 
duty to make this representation to the honourable House, 
and recommend to them that provision be immediately 
made, not only for guarding the passage into said town, 
but, also, that suitable guards be placed in the towns of 
Brainiree, Weymouth, and Hingham. 

W. Sfooner, Charles Chauncy, 

Caleb Cushing, B. Lincoln, 

B. Chadbourn, Michael Farley, 

John Adams, S. Holten, 

John Whetcomb, Jabez Fisher, 
James Prescott, John Taylob, 

Eldad Taylor, B. White. 

J. Palmer, 
Council Chamber, January 4, 1776. 

Read, and committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider some provision for defence of the Sea-Coast. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to sign the 
Bills of Credit be directed to proceed immediately upon 
that business. 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to attend this 
House, that he may be inquired of concerning the proceed- 
ings of the honourable Board with respect to Dr. Gelston. 

The Secretary attended accordingly, and informed the 
House that the honourable Board had passed a Resolve 
for liberating the said Gelston, on his giving certain bonds. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That the Secretary lay the same 
upon the table. 

The Secretary laid the same upon the table accordingly. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
desiring that they would not suffer Doctor Gelston to go 
at large till some orders had passed both Houses respect- 
ing him. 

Jabez Fisher, Esquire, brought down the following E^e- 
solve of the honourable Board : 

In Council, January 4, 1776: Whereas, a Committee of 
both Houses have been appointed for signing and number- 
ing the Bills of Credit for the seventy-five thousand Pounds 
emission, and as the publick affairs of the Colony press 
hard upon the Board, they cannot (without injuring the 
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publick) spare any of their Members in the hours they 
usually sit upon business: 

Therefore, Resolved, That Cojonel Cushing, with such 
as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee to 
take into consideration the matter of signing and number- 
ing said Bills, and report some effectual mode of raising a 
Committee for that purpose, so that the Treasury may be 
seasonably supplied. 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Thompson and Mr. 
Crane are joined. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the following Vote 
of Council, viz: 

In Council, January 4, 1776: On a motion , Ordered, That 
John Adams and Joseph Palmer, Esqs., with such as the 
honourable House shall join, be a Committee to examine 
into the character and conduct of Doctor Samuel Gelston, 
lately apprehended by the order of the General Court, and 
now before them ready for examination, and report. 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Freeman, Mr. Brown, 
of Boston, and Colonel Grout, are joined. 

The Resolve for procuring Blankets, which passed in the 
forenoon, was reconsidered and recommitted for amendment. 

The Committee appointed to consider some further pro- 
vision for the defence of the Sea-Coast, reported. Read, 
and accepted. 

The Committee appointed to take under consideration 
and report what Forces are necessary to defend the Sea- 
Coast, beg leave further to report the following Resolve : 

In the Houso of Representatives, January 4, 1776. 

It is Resolved, That there be raised on the Sea-Coast 
establishment made by this Court for the present year, one 
Company, to consist of fifty men, including officers, and 
stationed at the mouth of Sheepscut- River and places ad- 
jacent, as the Commanding Officer of said Company shall 
order; and that a Commissary be appointed by the General 
Court to supply them with provisions and money accord- 
ing to the establishment aforesaid. 

And that there be stationed at Pemaquid, for the defence 
of the Sea-Coast near Damariscotta-Rivtr, and the places 
adjacent, one Company consisting of fifty men, including 
officers, on the establishment aforesaid, and that there be 
a Commissary appointed to supply them with money and 
provisions according to said establishment. 

And that there be stationed at Georges, Medumcoolc, and 
Penobscot, as the Commanding Officer shall order, one 
Company of men, consisting of fifty, including officers, 
and that there be a Commissary appointed to supply them 
with provisions and money, as by the establishment afore- 
said is provided. 

And that the Company, by the establishment aforesaid 
at Salem, be augmented to one hundred men, including 
officers, and to be supplied as by the said establishment is 
provided. 

And it is, also, Resolved, That there be stationed at 
Truro, one Company of fifty men, including officers, and 
that there be a Commissary appointed to supply them with 
provisions and money according to the establishment afore- 
said. 

And it is, also, Resolved, That the Council be, and they 
hereby are empowered to make out their Warrant to the 
Treasurer to supply the Commissaries of the Companies 
before-mentioned to be stationed at Truro, Sheepscut, Pe- 
maquid, and George's, in the same manner, and the same 
proportion as is provided in the establishment of the Sea- 
Coast Men, passed by the General Court in December last ; 
and, also", to draw on the Treasurer for sufficient sums to 
pay the Muster-Rolls of the aforesaid Companies agree- 
able to said establishment. 

And it is, also, Resolved, That no new Barracks shall 
be built for the Sea-Coast Men in this Colony by the Com- 
missaries, or any other person, at the expense of this Co- 
lony, without the express order of the General Court. 

A Memorial and Petition of Hannah Sewall, of Brook- 
line, setting forth, that Mr. Alexander Sheppard, of New- 
ton, and other persons, have entered her woodland, cut and 
carried off large quantities of wood therefrom. Read, and 
and the Petitioner had leave to withdraw her Petition. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 



Friday, January 5, 1776. 

A Petition of John Bunker, of Mount-Desert, repre- 
senting that in November last he took and carried into 
Goldsborough a Schooner, between fifty and sixty tons, 
bound from Nova-Scotia to Boston, and laden with cat- 
tle, butter, cheese, &,c, and praying that he may have 
orders from the Court to remove her to some secure place 
for his benefit and that of his country. Read, and com- 
mitted to Mr. Ingalls, Colonel Thurston, and Mr. Low. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the following Vote 
of Council, viz: 

In Council, January 4, 1776: On a motion, Ordered, 
That Walter Spooner, John Adams, Joseph Palmer, James 
Prescott, Benjamin Lincoln, Jabez Fisher, and John Tay- 
lor, Esqs., be a Committee of the Board, to confer with such 
Committee of the honourable House as shall be chosen for 
that purpose, upon the subject-matter of the Militia Bill, and 
upon the manner in which the Officers shall be appointed. 

Read, and concurred, and Major flawjey, Mr. Sullivan, 
Captain Stone, Mr. Gerry, Colonel Grout, Colonel Free- 
man, Colonel Orne, and Deacon Nichols, are appointed a 
Committee on the part of the House for .the purpose above 
expressed. 

John Whetcomb, Esq., brought down the Petition of Ivory 
Hovey, read January 2d, with a Report thereon; accepted 
by the honourable Board, viz : 

In Council, January 5, 1776 : Read, and accepted ; and 
thereupon, Ordered, That the Petitioner have leave to 
withdraw his Petition. 

Read, and concurred. 

A Petition of the Town of Falmouth, in the County of 
Cumberland, setting forth the distressing circumstances to 
which the inhabitants of that town are reduced by the 
burning a great part of the town by Captain Mowat, and 
praying the Court to release the said town from the 
Province Tax laid on them the present year, or otherwise 
relieve them. Read, and ordered to lie. 

On a motion, Resolved, That a Committee, to consist 
of three, be appointed to repair to Falmouth, in the 
County of Cumberland, in the next, recess of this Court, 
and inquire into the state and circumstances of that town, 
and such other towns as they may think proper, and report 
to the Hguse at the next session, and trjat next Tuesday, 
ten o'clock, A. M., be assigned for the choice of such 
Committee, by ballot. 

The Resolve for procuring Blankets, being amended, 
was accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas, his Excellency General Washington, has re- 
presented to this Court the necessity of providing Blankets 
for the Army, and has requested the immediate assistance 
of this Court in this interesting affair: 

Therefore, Resolved, That there Tie collected from the 
several Towns hereafter named, according to the schedule 
hereto annexed, four thousand Blankets. 

And whereas, it is of great importance that said Blankets 
should be speedily in camp : 

It is also Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to 
repair to the Selectmen of the several towns mentioned in 
said schedule ; and the Selectmen in each of said towns 
are hereby earnestly desired to use their utmost endeavours 
in aiding and assisting the Committee in effecting the above 
business. And that the sum of two thousand six hundred 
Pounds be delivered into the hands of said. Committee, in 
the following proportions, viz: - - - 

To Mr. Lincoln, the sum of one hundred and sixty-nine 
Pounds. 

To Colonel Barret, the sum of three hundred and se- 
venty-eight Pounds six Shillings. 

To Major Moody, the sum of two hundred and thirty- 
two Pounds one Shilling. • -■■-■-.-' 

To Mr. Mills, the sum of one hundred and ninety-five 
Pounds. ... 

To Mr. Knowles, the sum of one hundred and ninety- 
Pounds nine Shillings. _ - . 

To Mr. Thomas Durfee, the sum of two hundred and 
fifty-eight Pounds fourteen Shillings. 

To Colonel Mitchell, the sum of one hundred and se- 
venty-six Pounds sixteen Shillings. 

To Mr. Singletary, the sum of three hundred and 
eighty-eight Pounds fourteen Shillings. 
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To Mr. Thomas Durfee, the sum of four hundred and 
twenty-two Pounds ten Shillings. 

To Deacon Hovey, the sum of forty-eight Pounds two 
Shillings. 

To Captain Hyde, the sum of fifty -two Pounds. 
To Deacon Allen, the sum of eighty-eight Pounds eight 
Shillings. 

To enable them to pay for said Blankets, and the trans- 
porting them to the Commissary-General of the Colony, 
the Committee to be accountable to this Court for the 
same; and said Committee are further directed to de- 
liver said Blankets to the said Commissary-General, and 
take his receipt therefor. 

And it is further Resolved, That the price which shall 
be agreed upon by the above Committee and Selectmen, 
together with the name of the town where such Blankets 
are purchased, be by them affixed to each Blanket. 
From the County of Suffolk, two hundred and sixty, viz : 
Roxbury, - - - -16 Brookl'me, - - - 15 
Dorchester, - - - 17 Needham, - - - 13 
Milton, - - - - 13 Stoughton St Stough- 
Braintree, - - - - 22 tonham, - - 22 
Weymouth, - - - 15 Medway, - - - - 15 
Hingham&tCohasset, 22 Bellingham, - - - 11 
Dedham, - - - - 22 Walpole, - - - - 11 
Medfield, - - - - 15 Chelsea, - - - - 9 
Wrentham, - - - 22 
From the County o/Middlesex, ^/itfc hundred and eighty- 
two, viz: 

Watertown, - - - 20 Groton, - - - - 18 

Woburn, - - - - 25 Pepperell, - - - 13 

Concord, - - - - 20 Townshend, - - - 10 

Reading, - - - - 27 Stoneham, ... 9 

Newton, - - - - 30 Natick, - - - - 3 

Marlborough,- - - 30 Dracut, - - - - 12 

Billerica, - - - - 18 Medford, - - - - 25 

Framingham, - - - 20 Holliston, - - - - 12 

Lexington, - - - 20 Tewkesbury,- - - 10 

Chelmsford, - - - 12 Acton, - - - - 10 

Sherburne, - - - 11 Dunstable, - - - 11 

Sudbury, - - - - 20 Lincoln, - - - - 14 

Maiden, - - - - 20 Wilmington, - - - 10 

Weston, --- - 30 Cambridge, - - - 15 

Bedford, - - - - 12 Charlestown Farms, - 11 

Littleton, - - - - 10 Ashby, .... 5 

Westford,- - - - 15 Shirley, - - - - 5 

Waltham, - - - - 24 Hopkinton, - - - 14 

Stow, 11 

From the County of Essex, three hundred and fifty- 
seven, viz : 

Salem, - - - - 52 Haverhill,- - - - 26 

Danvers, - - - - 18 Topsfield,- - - - 10 

Ipswich, - - - - 29 Boxford, - - - - 16 

Newbury,- - - - 26 Amesbury, - - - 16 

Newburyport, - - 26 Bradford, - - - - 16 

Lynn, - - - - - 14 Wenham, - - - - 8 

Andover, - - - - 22 Middleton, - - - 8 

Beverly, - - - - 20 Manchester, - - - 10 

Rowley, - - - - 16 Methuen, .... 8 
Salisbury,- - - - 16 

From the County of Hampshire, three hundred, viz: 

Springfield, - - - 12 South-Brimfield, - - 6 

Wilbraham, - - - 6 Monson, - - - • 6 

North-Hampton,- - 17 Pelham, - - - - 4 

South-Hampton,- - 6 Greenwich, - - - 7 

Hadley, - - - - 10 Blanford, - - - - 12 

South-Hadley, - - 6 Leverett, - - - - 4 

Amherst, - - - - 8 Palmer, - - - - 6 

Granby, - - - - 7 Greenville, - - - 14 

Hatfield, - - - - 11 New-Salem, - - - 7 

Whately, - - - - 7 Belchertovvn, - - - 7 

Westfield,- - - - 32 Brimfield,- - - - 10 

Deerfield,- - - - 10 Colerain, .... 7 

Greenfield, - - - 10 Barnardston, - - - 2 

Shelburne, - - - 7 Chesterfield, - - - 5 

Conway, - - - - 7 Soutlrwick, ... 7 
Sunderland, - - - 10 West-Springfield, - 12 

Montagu, - - - 7 Warwick, - ... 4 
Northfield, - - - 7 



From the County of Barnstable, two hundred and 
three, viz : 

Barnstable, - - - 45 Wellfleet, - - - - 18 

Sandwich, - - - 40 Truro, - - - - 18 

Yarmouth, - - - 40 Chatham, - - - - 26 

Hardwick, - - - 40 Falmouth, - - - 26 
Eastham, - - - - 40 

From the County of Duxes-County, one hundred and 
thirty-six, viz : 

Edgartown, - - - 48 Tisbury, - - - - 40 
Chilmark, - - - 48 

From the County of Bristol, three hundred and ninety- 
eight, viz : 

Taunton, - - - - 20 Attleborough, - - 20 

Rehoboth, - - - 60 Freetown, - - - 16 

Swanzey and Shawa- Easlon, - - - - 13 
rnett, - - - - 33 Raynham, ... 8 

Dartmouth, - - 183 Berkley, - - - - 8 

Norton, - - - - 16 Dighton, - - - - 12 
Mansfield, ... 9 

From the County of Plymouth, tivo hundred and seventy- 
two, viz : 
Plymouth, - - - 23 Pembroke, ... 26 

Scituate, - - - - 28 Kingston,- - - - 13 

Duxbury, - - - - 6 Hanover, - - - - 13 

Marshfield, - - - 26 Halifax, - - - - 13 

Middleborough, - - 36 Wareham, - - - 16 

Rochester, - - - 23 Bridgewater, - - - 30 

Plympton, - - - 20 Abington, - - - 8 

From the County of Worcester, five hundred and 
ninety-eight, viz : 

Worcester, - - - 27 Sturbridge, - - - 14 

Lancaster, - - - 33 Leominster, - - - 14 

Brookfield, - - - 30 Hardwick, - - - 14 

Oxford, - - - - 9 Holden, - - - - 8 

Charlton, - - - - 13 Western, - - - - 14 

Sultan, - - - - 30 Douglass,- - - - 8 

Leicester, - - - - 14 Grafton, - - - - 13 

Spencer, - - - - 14 Petersham, - - - 15 

Paxton, - - - - 18 Westminster, - - - 13 

Rutland, - - - - 14 Athol, 8 

Hutchinson, - - - 18 Templeton, - - - 8 

Southborough, - - 10 Princeton, - - - 13 

Westborough, - - 13 Mendon, - - - - 20 

Northborough, - - 13 Oakham, - - - - 10 

Lunenburgh, - - - 25 Hubbardston, - - - 8 

Shrewsbury, - - - 13 New-Braintree, - - 13 

Uxbridge, - - - 7 Fitchburgh, - - - 10 

Harvard, - - - - 23 Royalston, - - . 8 

Dudley, - - - - 13 Ashbumham,- - - 7 

Bolton, - - - - 18 Winchendon,- - - 7 

Upton, .... 9 North-Bridge, - - 5 



From the County of Nantucket, viz: 

Sherburne, - - - 650 

From the Comity o/York, seventy-four, viz: 

York, 13 Arundel, .... 7 

Kittery, - - - - 15 Biddeford and Pep- 
Wells, - - - - 10 perelborough, - - 12 
Berwick, - - - - 17 

From the County of Berkshire, eighty, viz: 

Great-Barrington, - 10 Tyringham, - - - 6 
Sheffield, - - - - 12 Lenox, - ... 7 
Pittsfield, - - - - 9 Richmond, - - - 6 
Stockbridge, - - - 7 Lanesborough, - - 8 
Nevv-Marlborough, - 6 Williamstown, - - 9 
Resolved, That the following gentlemen be a Commit- 
tee for the purpose mentioned in the foregoing Resolve, 
viz: 

For the Counties of Suffolk: Mr. Lincoln, Colonel 
Mcintosh, Deacon Sale. 

Essex: Major Moody, Mr. Ingalls, Mr. Story, Captain 
Epes. 

Middlesex: Colonel Barrett, Mr. Whitney, Colonel 
Spaulding, Captain Sartell, Mr. Bryant. 

Hampshire : Mr. Mills, Colonel Field, Mr, Dickinson, 
Captain Needham. 
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Plymouth: Colonel Mitchell, Deacon Thomas. 
Barnstable: Major Haflett, Captain Knowles. 
Bristol: Mr. Dm fee, Captain Stearns, Mr. Godfrey. 
York: Deacon Hovey. 
Dukes-County : Deacon Allen. 
Worcester : Esquire Singletary, Mr. Allen, Mr. Rice. 
Nantucket: Mr. Durfee. 
Berkshire: Captain Hyde. 

Afternoon. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Major Hartley, Mr. Sul- 
livan, and Mr. Bice, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve 
empowering the Selectmen and Committees of Correspon- 
dence of the several towns in this Colony, where there are 
. Estates of any Refugees, to dispose of them in such a 
manner as they may judge most just and prudent, any Re- 
solve of this Court or Congress of this Colony notwith- 
standing. 

A Bill to enable the Inhabitants of Falmouth to recover 
Goods taken from them during the late fire there, read a se- 
cond time, and ordered to be read again to-morrow, eleven 
o'clock, A. M. 

Whereas, at the present important crisis of our publick 
affairs, the intention of this Court for causing to be erected 
Mills for manufacturing Gunpowder hath not hitherto been 
so far executed as the exigency of the times most evidently 
requires ; and the attention of the Court to each step to 
be taken in this measure must further retard it, and un- 
necessarily interrupt the urgent business of the Court: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That Mr. Putman, Mr. 
Cram, and Mr. Vose, be, and they hereby are appointed 
a Committee to purchase the remains of a Powder-Mill at 
Stoughton, and land and privileges convenient to improve 
the same, and to repair said Powder-Mill, or purchase a 
privilege for, and erect one at Sutton, as they, after having 
consulted the master-workman who shall undertake the 
same, shall judge expedient ; and the said Committee are 
directed to give their constant and diligent attendance to 
this business until it shall be perfected ; and the Council 
are empowered to draw on the Treasury for a sum not ex- 
ceeding three hundred Pounds, in favour of said Commit- 
tee, to enable them to pay the charges of purchasing and 
repairing, or erecting a Mill as aforesaid, they to be ac- 
countable to the Court for the same. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to desire them to send down the Resolve appointing a Com- 
mittee of Conference on the subject of the Militia Bill, and 
also to desire that they would send down the Resolve 
which passed this House for erecting a Powder-Mill at Ail' 
dover, if liiey have not passed upon the Same. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down the Resolve appoint- 
ing a Committee of Conference on the Militia Bill, and at 
the same time informed the House that the Resolve for 
erecting a Powder-Mill at Andover was in the hands of the 
Committee of which Colonel Palmer, who is gone to Cam- 
bridge, is Chairman, but that when he returned it should 
be sent down. 

Voted, That the appointment of a Committee to confer 
with a Committee of the honourable Board on the subject 
of the Militia Bill, be reconsidered. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Gerry, 
Colonel Orne, Mr. Sullivan, Deacon Nichols, Major Bliss, 
and Colonel Freeman, be a Committee for that purpose. 

The Committee on the Petition of Joseph Pearse Palmer, 
read January 2d, reported fifteen Pounds per month for 
his services as Quartermaster-General. 

Read, and not accepted, and Ordered, to be recommit- 
ted, and the Committee were instructed to compute his 
services at twelve Pounds per month. 

The Committee appointed to report what sum is neces- 
sary to be put into the hands of the Committee who are 
empowered to fit out vessels for Powder, reported. Read, 
and recommitted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Singletary make application to the 
Secretary for the original, or an attested copy of the Re- 
solve for procuring Blankets, that it may be immediately 
printed. 

A Petition of the Committee of Safety of Deer-Island, 
Fourth Semes. — Vol. iv. 87 



"representing the dangerous and distressed situation of the 
inhabitants, for want of men and ammunition to protect 
them from the enemy, and praying relief. 

Read, and committed to the Committee on the stale of 
the Sea-Coast. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday, January 6, 1776. 

The two following Petitions were committed to the Com- 
mittee appointed to consider the Petitions and Accounts of 
wounded men, viz : 

A Petition of Captain Charles Miles, who received a 
wound at Charlestown, on the 19th April last. 

A Petition of Joshua Felt, who received a wound at 
Concord, on the same day. 

A Bill to enable the inhabitants of Falmouth to recover 
Goods taken from them during the late fire there. Read 
a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down the Resolve of this 
House for erecting a Powder-Mill at Andover. 

The Committee appointed to consider what sum of 
money should be put into the hands of the Committee for 
fixing out Vessels, on account of this Colony, for import- 
ing Powder and other warlike stores, reported. Read, 
and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General of this Colony be, 
and hereby is directed to pay said Committee the sum of 
eight thousand Pounds, they to be accountable to the Ge- 
neral Court for the same. 

Resolved, That ten o'clock, next Tuesday morning, be 
assigned for the consideration of the Report of the Com- 
mittee relative to the Poor of Boston and Charlestown. 

Ordered, That the Doorkeeper be directed immediately 
to take into custody Doctor Samuel Gelston, and put him 
under a proper guard till the further order of Court. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Report of 
the Committee of both Houses appointed to consider the 
matter of signing and numbering the Bills of Credit. 

In Council, January 6, 1776 : Read, and accepted, and 
thereupon Resolved, That two persons, such as the honour- 
able House shall choose, be appointed to sign and number 
the Bills of Credit of the last emission, in the room of 
James Prescott and Joseph Palmer, Esqs., who are hereby 
excused. 

Read, and concurred, and Doctor Rice and Major Ely 
are appointed to sign and number the Bills accordingly, and 
the Committee are directed to sit forthwith. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down a Resolve recom- 
mending the Militia to remain in the Army beyond the 
time of inlistment, if needed. 

On the Petition of Joseph Pearse Palmer: 
Resolved, That there be paid to him out of the publick 
Treasury of this Colony, the sum of forty-five Pounds 
eight Shillings and seven Pence half-penny, in full con- 
sideration for his service as Quartermaster-General, at 
twelve Pounds per month, in the Army under the command 
of General Ward. 

Ordered, That the Resolve for erecting a Powder-Mill 
at Andover be recommitted. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That one-quarter of the Town of Neiv ton's 
quota of Wood for the Army be delivered at Roxbury ; the 
other three-quarters at Cambridge; and also, one-quarter 
of the Town of Needham's quota of Wood for the Army be 
delivered at Roxbury, and the other three-quarters at Cam- 
bridge, till further order of this Court. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips, Mr. Cashing, and Major 
Fuller, be a Committee to wait upon his Excellency Ge- 
neral Washington, on Monday morning next, to know of 
him whether he thinks there will be a necessity of retain- 
ing any or all of the Militia in camp after the 15th instant, 
and if any, how many he shall then stand in need of, and 
for what tinie. 

Then the House adjourned till Monday next, teth ^^ 
o'clock, A. M. </ 
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Monday, January 8, 1776. 

Voted, That the Order of the House, of the 6th current, 
appointing a Committee to wait upon General Washington, 
he reconsidered. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cashing and Major Fuller, with 
such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee 
to inquire of General Washington, whether he thinks there 
will be a necessity of retaining any or all the Militia, now 
in camp, after the 15th current, and, if any, how many he 
shall stand in need of, and for what time. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sewall, Doctor Fletcher, and Cap- 
tain Parker, be a Committee to bring in a Bill for esta- 
blishing the Fees of the Courts of Admiralty in this Colony. 
The Committee on the Muster-Rolls of the Army having 
requested instructions with regard to some Rolls which 
contain the service of men, who marched on the alarm a 
short time before they inlisted, 

Ordered, That such service be struck out of said Rolls, 
and made up in the Minute or Militia Rolls, agreeable to 
the directions of Court. 

The Committee to whom, was committed a Resolve of 
this House, for erecting a Powder-Mill at Andover, re- 
ported. The Report was considered, and recommitted. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee to whom was committed a Resolve of 
this House, for erecting a Powder-Mill at Andover, re- 
ported. Read, and accepted. 

Whereas, Mr. Samuel Phillips, Jun., has proposed to 
build a Mill with all expedition at Andover, for manufac- 
turing Gunpowder, and this Court is willing to give all 
reasonable encouragement to so important and necessary an 
undertaking : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, If the said Mill shall be erect- 
ed within a reasonable time, in the judgment of the Gene- 
ral Court, that during the term of one year next after the 
said Mill shall be erected and fitted to go, there shall be 
delivered to the said Phillips, by this Colony, from time 
to time, so much Saltpetre as shall be sufficient to keep 
the said Mill constantly employed, provided the same can 
be manufactured and purchased within this Colony, at the 
rate and bounty which is already, or that hereafter may be 
established by the General Court for the same ; and, also, 
that the Committee of this Court (A) be not obliged to 
reserve by them, at any one time, a larger quantity than 
will be sufficient to keep the said Mill in employ for more 
than the term of one week, (B); and, if it shall be made 
to appear at the expiration of the year to the satisfaction 
of the said Court, that the Mill has been unemployed 
during part of the said time from the want of a supply of 
Saltpetre, there shall be delivered to said Phillips, to ma- 
nufacture into Powder as aforesaid, sufficient quantity of 
Saltpetre to employ the Mill so long as to make up the 
lost time as aforesaid, and there shall be likewise delivered 
as much Sulphur, if the said Phillips shall require or need 
the same, as will be necessary to mix with said quantities 
of Saltpetre in manufacturing the same into Powder, the 
said Phillips paying the Colony so much for what Sul- 
phur he shall receive therefrom, as said Sulphur shall cost 
the same. (C). Provided, That the said Phillips shall 
enter into bonds, as the Council shall order, that he will 
well and truly deliver the Commissary-General of this Colo- 
ny, so many pounds of good merchantable Gunpowder as 
he shall be able to manufacture of the Saltpetre which he 
shall receive from the Colony, or any Committee appoint- 
ed by the General Court, to manufacture or procure the 
same ; and, also, be at the expense of transporting said 
Powder to the Colony Store, and of transporting to his said 
Mill such Sulphur and Saltpetre as the Colony, or the 
Committee of said Colony, shall deliver him ; and, also, 
that he will cause to be published all the discoveries which 
he shall make relative to the construction of said Mill, 
and the manufacturing Powder as aforesaid. 

And it is, also, Resolved, That the said Phillips shall be 
paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, eight 
Pence per pound, for as many pounds of good merchant- 
able Gunpowder as he shall manufacture of the Saltpetre 
which he shall receive of the Colony as aforesaid, on his 
delivering such Gunpowder to the Commissar)' of the Co- 
lony. 



And it is also, Resolved, That the several Committees 
that are, or may be appointed by the General Court, to 
procure Saltpetre, or Sulphur, are hereby directed to deli- 
ver said Phillips, from time to time, so much Saltpetre and 
Sulphur as shall be sufficient to keep the said Mill con- 
stantly employed as aforesaid, and to take duplicate receipts 
thereof, specifying the quantity of each, and also the price 
of the Sulphur — one whereof shall be lodged with the 
Commissary aforesaid, and the other the said Committee 
are directed to keep. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General of this Colony be, 
and he hereby is directed, to pay into the hands of the 
Honourable Benjamin Greenleaf, Esq., Captain Jonathan 
Greenleaf, and Major Stephen Cross, a Committee ap- 
pointed by this Court to purchase Sulphur, the sum of three 
hundred Pounds, to enable them to make payment for the 
quantities of Sulphur they have, or shall engage to receive, 
they to be accountable to the General Court for the same. 

The Committee on the Petition of John Bunker, re- 
ported. Read, and recommitted. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Report of the Com- 
mittee this day appointed to inquire of General Washing- 
ton, whether he thought there would be a necessity of 
retaining the Militia now in camp, &jc, viz: That from 
the best information his Excellency could get, the New- 
Hampshire Militia were determined to return home after 
the expiration of the time they engaged for; and he ap- 
prehended it would be necessary for the whole of the 
Militia of this Colony, now in camp, to remain there until 
the last of this month. JoHN Tayloj1; pe) . or j er . 

Resolved, That three o'clock, to-morrow afternoon, be 
assigned for the choice of a Committee, to present the state 
of disbursements of this Colony in the defence of American 
liberty, to the honourable Continental Congress for appro- 
bation and allowance; and, also, for the choice of a Com- 
mittee for certain purposes expressed in a Resolve brought 
in by Mr. Gerry. 

The Resolve of Council, brought down the 6th current, 
recommending to the Militia now doing duty in the Con- 
tinental Army, to tarry there a fortnight, or three weeks, 
after the 15th instant, was read, and Major Hatvley, Colo- 
nel Orne, Mr. Gerry, Deacon Nichols, and Major Bliss, 
were appointed a Committee to consider the same, and re- 
port what is further expedient to be done. 

Resolved, That next Thursday afternoon be assigned 
for the several members from each County to determine 
what division shall be made for the Regiments of Militia in 
their respective Counties. The extent of each Regiment 
when determined on, to be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Gerry, agreeable to order, reported the following 
Resolve, which was read, and accepted, viz : 

Whereas, the Committee appointed to examine the 
Muster-Rolls of the Regiments raised by this Colony, now 
in the Continental Army, have represented to this Court, 
that some of the Colonels of the Regiments aforesaid, have 
made up their Rolls at fifteen Pounds for a chief Colonel, 
and the said Committee have applied for directions in this 
affair: And whereas, by referring to the Records of the 
Provincial Congress, it plainly appears, that on the 23d of 
April last, it was " Resolved, That the Colonels of Regi- 
ments, consisting of one thousand men, being part of the 
Army then voted to be raised by this Colony, should be enti- 
tled to fifteen Pounds per month, for a Colonel;" and, that 
on the 25th it was " Resolved, That each Regiment should 
consist of about five hundred and ninety men," and the Com- 
mittee of Safety proceeded to issue inlisting orders, with 
copies of said establishment, wherein it appeared that each 
Colonel of a Regiment, consisting of five hundred and nine- 
ty-eight men, and raised as aforesaid, should be entitled to 
fifteen Pounds per month: And whereas, on the 29th of 
April aforesaid, the Congress having found that great unea- 
siness prevailed in the Colony and camp, and soldiers were 
prevented from inlisting on account of the high wages en- 
gaged to the Field-Officers, by the establishment aforesaid, 
sent a Committee to the camp to represent the circumstan- 
ces of this affair to such Field-Officers as were then engaged, 
and recommended it to them to consent that their wages 
should be reduced to twelve Pounds for a Colonel, and in 
proportion for Lieutenant-Colonels, and Majors ; and the 
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Committee reported that they had collected together all the 
Field-Officers who had inlisting orders, and could be found 
by said Committee, and that the said officers promised to 
acquiesce in the final determination of Congress relative to 
this matter, which established the said Colonels at twelve 
Pounds, and other Field-Officers in proportion : And 
whereas, this Court consents to the payment of the Field 
and other officers, according to the last mentioned esta- 
blishment, notwithstanding kw, if any, of said Regiments 
contained five hundred and ninety-eight men, agreeable to 
the terms thereof; but had no expectation that any of the 
Field-Officers would claim the first establishment, because 
it so happened that the general confusion of the Colony, 
and hurry of business, did not admit of the said establish- 
ments being recalled by the Congress, or Committee of 
Safety, and thus the Colonels were permitted to hold them; 
and such claim appears to this Court very unjustifiable : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Muster-Roils 
aforesaid be, and they are hereby directed to cause the 
same to be made up, agreeable to the establishment made 
on the 29th April aforesaid, and to direct such Field- 
Officers (if any there be) who require wages agreeable lo 
the establishment of the 23d April, to prefer to the Court 
a Petition for the wages which they may suppose to be 
due, in addition to what they will receive upon the last es- 
tablishment, that they may be heard, and proper order be 
taken thereon, and that the said Committee show a copy 
of this Resolve to each of the Field-Officers who shall 
apply to them on this matter as aforesaid. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for dis- 
posing of the Estates of the Refugees, reported. Read and 
accepted. 

Whereas, several persons belonging to this Colony have 
joined the Ministerial troops, and others, who are in an 
hostile manner endeavouring to further the measures of the 
British Administration for enslaving the uniting American 
Colonies, And several others belonging to this Colony have 
absconded and removed themselves out of this Colony, with 
intent either to promote and further the said measures of 
Administration, or to escape the trouble and expense of a 
necessary opposition to such wicked and arbitrary measures, 
and divers of both sorts have left estate, either real or per- 
sonal, within this Colony ; and whereas, much estate so 
left has been already wasted, and more thereof is liable to 
be wasted and perish ; and whereas, some of the said ab- 
sconding persons have, by various arts, procured the rents 
of their deserted real estates, and their personal estate it- 
self, or the proceeds thereof, to be remitted to them: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Selectmen and the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence of any town in this Colony, 
where the estate, either real or personal, or both, belong- 
ing to any such person, or persons, above described, shall 
be found, be, and hereby are empowered and directed, 
according to their best discretion and judgment, so to ma- 
nage, order, and lease such real estate, as that waste may 
be prevented as much as possible for the future, and, also, 
to take possession of, order, and dispose of such personal 
estate as (A) above described, in such manner as that the 
same may not be embezzled or suffered to perish, and also 
in such manner as neither the rents of such real estate, nor 
the personal estate itself, nor the proceeds thereof, should 
get to the hands or use of any of (B) the above described 
persons, or any of them, in no case wherein such Select- 
men and Committee shall judge it inexpedient and against 
the publick good of the Colony, any former orders or Re- 
solves of Congress or General Court to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

And that such Selectmen and Committee of Corre- 
spondence keep such fair and full accounts of all their pro- 
ceedings and doings in the premises, as that they may be 
able to inform the General Court thereof (C) whenever 
they shall be thereto required. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Tuesday, January 9, 1776. 

A Petition of Captain Caleb Hyde, setting forth, that 
on the 10th day of May last, by order, he marched part 
of a Company of Militia at the alarm at Ticonderoga, one 
hundred and forty miles, at his own expense, and praying 



consideration and allowance. Read, and committed with 
the Roll accompanying, to Colonel Williams, Captain 
Parker, and Mr. Hale. 

A Pay-Roll of a Company which marched from Stock- 
bridge and West-Stockbridge the 10th May last, under 
the command of Captain Abraham Brown, for the reduc- 
tion of Ticonderoga, at the request of Colonel Benedict 
Arnold, he. Read, and committed to the same Com- 
mittee. 

The House put off the choice of a Committee to repair 
to Falmouth, to three o'clock, to-morrow afternoon. 

And the consideration of the Report relative to the Poor 
of Boston and Charlestown, to ten o'clock, to-morrow fore- 
noon. 

The Committee on the Petition of Captain John Bun- 
ker, read January 5th, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Whereas, Mr. John Bunker and others, did on the 24th 
day of November last, at Mount-Desert, take a Schooner 
called the Falmouth- Packet , Isaac Banks, master, laden 
with live-stock, butter, cheese, sauce, Sic, and in bur ene- 
my's service, bound to Boston; and said Bunker, not 
knowing any provision made in such cases, delivered said 
Schooner and cargo into the hands of the Committee' of 
Goldsborough, till he should have the order of this Court 
thereon : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee of Goldsbo- 
rough be, and they hereby are directed to deliver said 
Schooner with her cargo, or the proceeds thereof, if the same 
or any part thereof hath been disposed of by said Commit- 
tee, as also the papers and appurtenances to her belonging, 
unto the said John Bunker, that said vessel may be brought 
to trial at some Court of (A) Admiralty, erected by the 
General Court of this Colony, (B.) 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider 
the Petitions and Accounts of wounded men, be also a 
Committee to consider the Petitions and Accounts of Sol- 
diers that have been sick. 

The Committee appointed to consider sundry Accounts 
from Machias, reported. Read, and ordered to lie till the 
House received further information with respect to the ves- 
sels taken by the people there. 

Afternoon, 

Jedediah Foster, Esquire, brought down the Resolve of 
this House on the Petition of Captain Jo'm Bunker, with 
the following Vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, January 9, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendments at A and B, viz : At A, dele " Ad- 
miralty," and insert "Justice;" and at B insert, " to try 
the capture of Vessels." Read, and concurred. 

Benjamin Chadbourn, Esquire, brought down the Re- 
port of the Committee appointed, the 2d current, to in- 
quire into the conduct of the Officers of the companies 
stationed at Falmouth, viz: 

That, upon the best inquiry, they cannot find that the 
officers stationed at said Falmouth have been guilty of 
breaking their orders at the time of the late fire in that 
town; and, as there is no evidence against them in that 
respect, the Committee are of opinion their Muster-Rolls 
pass for payment according to the establishment. 

7/t Council, January 9, 1776 : Read, and accepted ; and 
thereupon, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Muster- Rolls be di- 
rected to pass on the Rolls of the Officers stationed at 
Falmouth, in common with others, without preference or 
distinction. 

Ordered, That Major Smith and Mr. Guild, with such 
as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to 
consider a Resolve of this Court, which passed both Houses 
on the 9th ultimo, recommending to the inhabitants of this 
and the other Colonies to withhold further supplies of Pro- 
visions from the Islands of Nantucket and Martha's Vine- 
yard, and report what they think is necessary to be done 
for the relief of the inhabitants of Martha's Vineyard. 

Resolved, That the choice of the Committee to present 
the stale of Disbursements, &,c, to the Continental Con- 
gress, also for a Committee for certain purposes expressed 
in a Resolve brought in by Mr. Gerry, be put off to four 
o'clock, to-moTrow afternoon. 
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<trBenjamin Lincoln, Esquire, brought down the Resolve, 
which passed this House yesterday, for erecting a Powder- 
Mill at Andover, with the following Vote of Council there- 
on, viz: 

Jn Council, January 9, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
>y}th the amendments at A, B, and C, viz: At A, insert 
"appointed to purchase Saltpetre;" dele from B to C ; 
and then, insert: "In case said Mill shall be obliged to 
stand still any part of said year, for want of Saltpetre, and 
the same be made to appear to the satisfaction of this 
Court, said Phillips shall be allowed to receive a sufficient 
quantity of Saltpetre to employ said Mill the same length 
of time it was obliged to stand still, and to manufacture it 
into Powder, on the same terms as during the aforesaid 
yenr; and, in case said Phillips requires it, there shall be 
delivered to him so much Sulphur as is necessary to manu- 
facture the Saltpetre into Gunpowder, he (the said Phil- 
lips paying this Colony the first cost of the Sulphur; and he 
(the said Phillips) shall, at his own expense, not only pro- 
vide a siiffigient quantity of good charcoal for all the Gun- 
powder he shall manufacture for the Colony, but also pro- 
vide and .keep, at his own cost, a good and sufficient guard 
at his Pqwder-Mills, at all times, to prevent any wicked 
atjd designing persons from destroying the same, and to be 
at all other necessary expenses in manufacturing said 
Powder." Read, and concurred. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, brought down a Letter from 
Mr. Joshua Elderkin, of Windham, in Connecticut, ac- 
quainting the Court that he has made such progress in the 
manufacture of Saltpetre as to be able to produce fifty 
pounds per week, and declaring his willingness to commu- 
nicate his discoveries in such way as to the Court may 
seem meet. 

A Petition of Doctor Stephen Ball, of Northborough, 
praying an allowance for his account of doctoring divers 
soldiers of the American Army, who were sick, and had 
leave to return home. Read, and the Petitioner had leave 
to withdraw his Petition, and to exhibit an account to the 
1st of August. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them the House has now under consideration a 
Resolve recommending to the Militia now doing duty in 
the Continental Army to tarry there until the last of Janu- 
ary instant, and to request that the Board would not yet 
adjourn. 

Charles Chauncy, Esquire, brought down the Report of 
the Committee nn thp sprvioes of the Committee that 
signed the bills of the one hundred thousand Pounds emis- 
sion, with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, January 9, 1776 : Read, and concurred, 
with the amendments at A, viz: At A insert, " Read, and 
accepted, and Ordered, That the said Committee be dis- 
charged accordingly." 

Read, and accepted, with the following amendment at 
B, viz: At B, dele the words " Read, and accepted, and 
Ordered," and insert the words " and, also." 

Whereas, it appears to this Court that the part of the 
Militia of this Colony now in the American Army as a tem- 
porary reinforcement, in consequence of a Resolve of said 
Court, of the 1st of December last past, did conceive, at 
the time of their inlistment, that by said Resolve they were 
intituled to^one penny per mile for their travel from their 
respective homes to the camp, and back again, and that 
his Excellency General Washington did only engage to 
the Committee of said Court, when upon a conference 
with him relative to this matter, that there should be al- 
lowed to said Militia so much per day for their travel as the 
value of their rations in the camp would amount to; and 
whereas, by referring to the said Resolve, it appears that 
the" said Militia were promised "rations while on their 
march to and from the camp, to bear their expenses in the 
same," and the said mode of expression may be naturally 
construed by the inhabitants of this Colony to mean the 
usual allowance of this Colony of one penny per mile for 
travel, whatever might have been the real intent of the 
Court at thg.time of passing said Resolve ; and whereas, it 
is the duty and interest of every Government strictly to 
keep their faith. and engagements with all persons what- 
ever, and this Court is disposed to give all reasonable sa- 



tisfaction to the persons aforesaid, and any other inhabitants 
of the Colony, while they continue to act with the spirit 
and patriotism which appears at present to influence their 
conduct: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the Captain or com- 
manding officer of each Company of the Militia aforesaid 
be, and he hereby is directed forthwith to make up a Roll 
of the travel of each man of his respective Company, from 
his home to the camp, and back again, and the amount 
thereof at one penny per mile, therein deducting the sum 
or sums which shall have been paid to him or his Company, 
as rations for travel as aforesaid, and he is further directed 
to meet the Committee of this Court, viz : Colonel Lovtll 
and Major Bliss, at Cambridge, at the house of Mr. Jones, 
Innholder, or Colonel Williams and Mr. Pcn-y, at Rox- 
bury, at the house of Mr. Blany, Innholder, on the 13th 
day of January instant, or if his duty in the Army will not 
admit thereof on said day, to attend on Monday, the 15th 
of said January, in order to receive the balance that shall 
be due for said travel, to pay the men borne on said Rolls. 
And the Commissary-General of the Army aforesaid, is re- 
quested to deliver said Committee a schedule of the sums 
that he shall have paid to each Company for rations as 
aforesaid ; and the Council are hereby empowered to issue 
their warrants on the Treasurer of this Colony to pay to 
said Colonel Lovell and Major Bliss, the sum of four hun- 
dred Pounds, and to Colonel Williams and Mr. Perry, the 
sum of eight hundred Pounds, to enable them to pay oiF 
said Rolls as aforesaid, said Committee to be accountable 
to the General Court for the same : 

And whereas, his Excellency General Washington has 
signified to this Court, that he shall need the assistance of 
the said Militia until the last of this month, and from tho 
late virtuous zeal and ardour manifested in their conduct, 
the Court have the highest confidence in their readiness to 
afford the same : 

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is strongly recom- 
mended to the Officers and Soldiers of each Company 
aforesaid, to reinlist themselves to serve in the said Army 
until the last day of January instant, or for such a part of 
said time as his Excellency General Washington shall re- 
quire, upon the pay, and under the regulations expressed 
in the former inlistment. 

Resolved, That the Committee aforesaid are hereby 
directed to cause the foregoing Resolve to be forthwith 
printed in handbills, and copies thereof delivered to each 
Captain and commanding officer of the Companies afore- 
said, who are directed to cause the said Resolve to be read 
to their several Companies. 

Whereas, the Soldiers who were inlisted into the Ameri- 
can Army belonging to this Colony, who have been dis- 
charged, and had received Fire-Arms and Cartridge-Boxes, 
which were purchased and delivered to them by this Co- 
lony, were ordered to return the same to Richard Devans, 
Esquire, Commissary-General of this Colony, and to take 
his receipt for the same, to entitle them to receive the sums 
deducted for such Guns and Cartridge-Boxes out of their 
wages, as made up in their Pay-Rolls as lately exhibited : 
And whereas, the said Fire-Arms and Cartridge-Boxes 
were purchased for the use of the Continental Army, and 
the Soldiers alleged that they have accordingly returned 
the same to the Ordnance Storekeeper of the American 
Army, or such other persons as were properly authorized 
to receive the same by his Excellency General Washing- 
ton ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That any Soldier who has received 
a Gun or Cartridge-Box from the Colony Store, and shall 
produce a certificate either from the Quartermaster-Gene- 
ral or his Deputies, or the Ordnance Storekeeper of the 
American Army, that such Gun or Cartridge- Box has been 
by them returned into the Continental Store, the same cer- 
tificate shall be deemed sufficient to all intents and purpo- 
ses as if the same was certified by Richard Devans, Esq., 
the Commissary-General of this Colony, according to the 
former Resolve of this Court. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 



Wednesday, January 10, 177G. 

A Receipt of Timothy Edwards, dated 12th August last, 
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for one hundred pounds of Gunpowder, received of the 
Selectmen of the Town of Slockbridge, for the use of Col- 
onel Eastman's Regiment at Crown-Point ; and an order 
drawn by said Selectmen the 5th December last, on Dea- 
con Einathan Curtis, to procure or pay for ammunition, 
as mentioned in said order. 

Read, and committed to Caplain Brown, of Abington, 
Mr. Hale, Mr. Hobart, Major Smith, and Mr. Guild, who 
were directed to consider the matter thereof at large. 

The Letter of Mr. Joshua Elderkin, brought down yes- 
terday, was read, and committed to Major Brooks and Dea- 
con Nichols, with such as the honourable Board should 
join. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
his Excellency General Washington, enclosing a copy of 
Pel eg Wadsworth's account of Cape- Cod Harbour. Read, 
and sent up. 

Jabez Fisher, Esquire, brought down the Report of a 
Committee appointed to consider the Petition of some of 
the inhabitants of Majabigwaduce against the conduct of 
John Bakcman, Esquire, &c, viz : 

The Committee appointed upon the Petition of some of 
the inhabitants of Majabigwaduce, against the conduct of 
John Bakeman, Esquire, relative to his conduct with the 
people of that place, have attended that service, and heard 
the said Bakeman in his defence of the charges alleged 
against him in said Petition, and have examined the deposi- 
tions and declarations relating to the conduct of the Commit- 
tee of Safety, and numbers of the inhabitants of that place. 
Your Committee have great reason to suspect that a num- 
ber of said inhabitants and petitioners, under the counte- 
nance of some of the Committee of Safety of that place, 
have the last year, in many instances, supplied our ene- 
mies with wood and live stock, thereby counteracting the 
Resolves of the Congress. 

And it does not appear to the Committee that the said 
Bakeman has acted an unfriendly part to his country, or 
has done any thing to forfeit the trust reposed in him by 
his appointment to the office of a Justice of the Peace for 
the County of Lincoln ; and with respect to the riot com- 
mitted on said Bakeman in December last, it being of such 
an alarming nature, we think that unless some methods are 
speedily taken in order to bring the perpetrators thereof to 
condign punishment, it will prove of very mischievous con- 
sequences, and that it is a matter of so much importance, 
that it deserves the attention of the whole Court. 

Benjamin Chadbourn, per order. 

In Council, January 10, 1776 : Read, and accepted, and 
Ordered, That Moses Gill and John Taylor, Esqs., with 
such as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee 
to consider the subject-matter of the above Report, and 
what is further necessary to be done. 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Norton, Mr. Hovey, 
and Captain Hathaway, are joined. 

Afternoon. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses, appointed to consider the Pe- 
tition of Charles Chauncy, Esq., read December 20, viz : 

That the prayer of the Petition be granted, and that an 
Order pass this Court to the person, or persons, who may 
have the Goods, Clothing, or Furniture, mentioned in the 
Petitioner Invoice, in their possession, to deliver the same 
to the order of Charles Chauncy, Esq., or Mr. Neal Mc- 
Intyer, as soon as demanded. 

Jabez Fisher, per order. 

In Council, January 10, 1776: Read, and accepted, 
and, 

Thereupon, Resolved, That the Committee of French- 
man's Bay be directed to deliver all the Goods, Clothing, 
or Furniture, mentioned in the enclosed schedule, to the 
order of Charles Chauncy, Esq., or Mr. Neal Mclntyer, 
on demand. Read, and concurred. 

Resolved, That the choice of a Committee to go to 
Falmouth be put off to Friday next, ten o'clock, A. M. 

The House proceeded, according to the Order of the 
Day, to the choice of a Committee on the part of the 
House, for the purposes expressed in a Resolve brought in 
by Mr. Gerry. And Colonel Porter and Mr. Brown, r jof 
Boston, being nominated, were appointed. 



The Resolve being amended, passed the House, and is 
as follows, viz: 

Resolved, Thn\ Colonel Porter and Mr. Brown, of Bos- 
ton, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be, and 
they hereby are appointed a Committee to settle the Ac- 
counts remaining unsettled on the Books of the late Com- 
mittee of Supplies, and to collect or pay the balances that 
may be due to or from the Colony on said Accounts; also, 
to take care of the Brigantines Rockingham and Unity's 
cargoes, and such a part of the i-chooner Maccaroni, as 
belongs to the Colony; also, to see that the order of this 
Court be complied with by Captain William Johnson, late 
commander of the Schooner Brittania, relative to his de- 
livering to the Commissary of said Colony the neat pro- 
ceeds of the cargo of said Schooner, consigned him by the 
said late Committee of Supplies, exclusive of what he shall 
produce receipts of having delivered agreeable to any or- 
der of said Court. And they are further directed, to re- 
ceive from the files of said Committee of Supplies all the 
papers relative to said vessel, or any of the persons having 
Accounts unsettled, as aforesaid, and, upon the arrival of 
any of them, to cause the proceeds of their cargoes (if vest- 
ed in military stores) to be delivered to theColonial Com- 
missary, and take his receipts therefor, and to certify to the 
Standing Committee on Accounts the sums which they shall 
find necessary to discharge the portage-bills, hire, and other 
necessary charges attending the said voyages, that shall be 
due from the Colony aforesaid. And the Standing Com- 
mittees on Accounts are hereby empowered to pay and 
discharge the portage-bills, hire of vessels, and other char- 
ges that shall be examined and certified by the Committee 
now chosen, as aforesaid, they to be accountable to the 
General Court for their doings. 

Ordered, That Major Bliss, Dr. Fletcher, and Mr. 
Bancroft, be a Committee to count and sort the votes for 
some persons to repair to Philadelphia, with the state, of 
Disbursements of this Colony, &.c. 

On a motion, Resolved, That the Committee consist of 
one person only, and that twelve o'clock, to-morrow, be 
assigned for the choice of some person for that purpose. 

Whereas, in the present contest with Britain the Mili- 
tia of the several United Colonies of America may be fre- 
quently called forth to defend their invaluable rights and 
liberties, and it is indispensably necessary to the welfare of 
the Colonies that such of the said Militia as shall have 
conducted in the service with a laudable zeal and fidelity, 
should be fully satisfied with publick measures, and at all 
times so accommodated and rewarded for their services, 
that the Colonies may have the fullest assurance of a re- 
newal of their engagements, whenever the same shall be 
required ; and whereas, it will be much for the convenience 
and advantage of any part of the said Militia, when called 
as a temporary reinforcement for the American Army, to 
receive their wages at the time of their disrnjssion, as the 
trouble and expense of a future application for the same 
would greatly reduce the reward of their services, and may 
tend to discourage their inlisting again : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, As the opinion of this Court, 
that it will greatly tend to promote the service in this Co- 
lony, and encourage the reinlistinent of that part of the 
Militia of said Colony, now in the American Army as a 
temporary reinforcement, if they could be assured by his 
Excellency General Washington that they should be paid 
their wages at the time of their discharge from service. 

Resolved, That Mr. Speaker and Colonel Thayer, with 
such as the honourable Board shall join, be, and ihey here- 
by are appointed a Committee to apply to his Excellency 
General Washington, with a copy of the preceding Re- 
solve, and, also, of a Resolve of this Court rejatiyeto ..the. 
reinlistinent of the Militia, aforesaid. 

A Petition of John Tufts, of Belfast, in Penobscot, set- 
ting forth, that he came from thence to inform the Court 
that fourteen families now dwelling on Long-Island, have, 
from lime to time, supplied the Ministerial forces with cord- 
wood and other necessaries, and praying that they may be 
removed, or otherwise discountenanced ; also, praying for 
ammunition, and for the direction of the Court with re- 
spect to a large quantity of wood on the sea-shore at Bel- 
fast. 

Read, and committed to the Committee of both Houses, 
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appointed to consider the subject-matter of a Report ou the 
Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of Majubigwaduce, 
relative to the;conduct of John Bakcman, Esq. 

^The, Committee appointed to consider and report some 
Directions "to the Committee on Muster-Rolls, with respect 
to Minors and Servants, reported. Read, and not ac- 
cepted.* 

., Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Militia Bill, 
with sundry amendments thereof proposed by the honour- 
able Board, and the same were considered by the House. 

., The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

-:■■;.-: ;;i Thursday, January 11, 1776. 

t Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses, appointed to consider a Plan 
for fitting out Armed Vessels for the defence of American 
liberty. 

; Joseph Palmer, Esq., brought down a Letter from his 
Excellency General Washington, dated the 10th current, 
relative to the strength of the Lines, Recruits, and Recruit- 
ing-Officers. 

" Read, and committed to Captain Stone, Mr. Jewett, of 
Ipswich, and Major Brooks, with such as the honourable 
Board may join. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down the following 
Resolye, viz: 

-In Council, January 11, 1776: Whereas, by a Resolve 
of the General Court, passed the 9th of November last, 
among other things, it was 

" Resolved, That the Captains and other Officers who 
inarched on the alarm of the 19th of April last, be direct- 
ed ( tp make up their respective Rolls as soon as may be, 
and lodge them in the Secretary's Office, for the consider- 
ation of the Court; and whereas, by the said Resolve the 
payment 1 of said Rolls were ordered to be stayed till the 
Accounts of the Innholders, and others, who afforded en- 
tertainment or money to bear their expenses to the men 
borne on said Rolls, in their march to and from the place 
of rendezvous, should be preferred and considered by this 
Court, which accounts were directed to be exhibited to 
this Court on or before the 20th day of December then 
next; and whereas, the said Order of Court directing the 
Accounts of Innholders, and others, to be exhibited, hath 
not been complied with, and the Officers who have pre- 
sented their Rolls are soliciting the payment thereof: 

Therefore, Resolved, That Samuel Holtcn, Esq., with 
such as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee 
to take the premises into consideration, and report some 
remedy for the foregoing difficulty. 

Read, and concurred, and Captain Stone and Colonel 
Lovell are joined. 

Caleb Cushing, Esq., brought down the Resolve which 
passed this House the 8th instant, relative to the Estates 
of Refugees, with the following Vote of Council thereon, 
vfe!" ' _' ' ' ' ' 

In Council, January 11, 1776: Read, and concurred 
with the amendments specified in the annexed Paper. 

The amendments proposed by the honourable Board, are 
as fojlows, viz: At A, dele "above described," and insert, 
"who have joined the Ministerial troops and others, or 
who have, absconded this Colony as aforesaid." At B, dele 
" the above described persons, or any of them," and in- 
sert, '' those who have joined the Ministerial troops and 
Others, or who have absconded the Colony as aforesaid." 

*In the Hoobe op Representatives, January 10, 1776: Whereas, 
in consequence pf a Resolve of this Court, the Captain of each Compa- 
ny that engaged in the Army raised by this Colony before they became 
a Continental Army, was directed to make up Muster-Rolls for them, 
selves, and companies under their respective command, until the first 
day of August last past ; and whereas, in said companies there may bo 
divei's persons borne on said Rolls who are minors, indented servants, 
and slaves for life, and many doubts have arisen to whom the wages of 
such, persons ought to bo paid : 

Therefore, Resolved, That any person that shall make it appear to 
the Receiver-General of this Colony, that.any person borne on the Rolls 
aforesaid is. a Minor, Indented Servant, or Slave for life, the Master, 
Paront, or Guardian of such person, shall be allowed to receive the one. 
half of the wages due to such Soldier, from the time he inlisted to the 
said .first day of August, unless such Soldier has already received more 
than one. half of his wages; and, in such case, tho aforesaid Master, 
Parent, or Guardian, to receive the remainder of his wages ; and the 
said Receiver-General is directed to conduct accordingly. 

Jjot accepted. 



At C, add, " to whom they are to be accountable, provided 
always, that nothing in the foregoing Resolve shall extend 
to such estates, real or personal, as are now improved by 
persons late inhabitants of the Town of Boston, who have 
given up their estates in said town to the owners of the 
estates on which they now dwell." 

Read, and non-concurred, and the House propose the 
following amendments, viz: At A, dele " above described, 1 ' 
and insert, " who have joined the Ministerial troops and 
others, or who have absconded this Colony as aforesaid." 
At B, dele " the above described persons, or any of them," 
and insert, " those who have joined the Ministerial troops 
and others, or who have absconded this Colony as afore- 
said." 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
the Honourable William Williams, Esq., Speaker of the 
House of Assembly, of Connecticut, enclosing three Acts 
passed in that Colony, viz: 

One intituled, "An Act for restraining and punishing all. 
persons who are inimical to the liberties of this and the 
rest of the United Colonies, and for directing proceedings 
therein." 

Another intituled, "An Act for raising and equipping a 
body of Minute-Men, to be held in readiness for the better 
defence of that Colony." 

The other intituled, "An Act for encouraging the manu- 
facture of Saltpetre and Gunpowder." 

All which Acts were read, and committed to Mr. Speak- 
er and Major Ilawhy, with such as the honourable Board 
may join. 

The amendments proposed by the honourable Board to 
be made in the Militia Bill, were again considered and non- 
concurred, and the House proposed divers other amend- 
ments, which were sent up for concurrence. 

Afternoon. 

A Petition of Elisha Wheeler, praying (for reasons par- 
ticularly set forth in said Petition,) consideration and allow- 
ance for a Horse which was shot under him on the day of 
the battle of Lexington, 

Read, and committed to Major Hodges, Mr. Bent, and 
Deacon Rawson. 

A Petition of Charles White, praying consideration and 
allowance for a Horse belonging to him, which was taken 
and carried away in the time of the battle of Lexington. 

Read, and the Petitioner had leave to withdraw his Pe- 
tition. 

Ordered, That the Committee on Muster-Rolls be di- 
rected to disallow the wages of such as are noted on the 
Rolls as deserters. 

Ordered, That the Committee on Muster-Roils be di- 
rected to pursue the instructions given them in a late Re- 
solve of this Court. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Militia Bill, 
with the following Vote of Council, viz : 

In Council, January 11, 1776; Read, and concurred 
with the amendments proposed by the honourable House, 
with the additional amendment at CC, viz : At CC insert, 
"Justices of the Peace." 

Read, and non-concurred, and the House adhere to their 
own vote. 

Ordered, That the Members from the Sea-Coast Coun- 
ties, where any Officers are to be appointed, prepare a list, 
to be laid upon the table as soon as may be. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday, January 19, 1776. 

A Petition of Joseph Pearse Palmer, setting forth, that 
he officiated solely in the capacity of Quartermaster-Ge- 
neral from May 1st to August 14tb, and praying to be re- 
imbursed the expenses he was at during that time, agree- 
able to an Account annexed. 

Read, and committed to Deacon Stickney, Mr. Jewett, 
of Littleton, and Major Smith. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, Deacon Stickney, and 
Colonel Howe, be a Committee to inquire into the state of 
the Treasury, and report what money there now is, or is 
likely to be therein in two or three days. 
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Ordered, That a message go to the honourable. Board, 
to inquire if they have any matter to send down that re- 
quires an immediate attention of the House. 

Jabez Fisher, Esq., came down and informed the House 
that the Board do not expect to send any Messenger down 
this forenoon. 

A Petition of the Selectmen of Wateriown, praying to 
be reimbursed the expense of mounting eight pieces of 
Cannon that were brought out from Boston in October 
last. Read, and committed to the Committee on Accounts. 

Afternoon. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down a Letter from Mr. Ti- 
mothy Parsons, dated Pownalborough, January 2, 1776, 
relative to the conduct and behaviour of one Baker and 
one White there, and praying that something may be done 
by the Court for the peace of the town, with the following 
Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In, Council, January 12, 1776: Read, and committed to 
the Committee on the Petition of Majabigwaduce. 

Read, and concurred. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down the Militia Bill, 
with a vote of Council proposing amendments therein. 

The House considered the Report of the Committee 
appointed to consider a Plan for fitting out Armed Vessels, 
Sic. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That the Report be recommit- 
ted, and the Committee are directed to report an estimate 
of the expenses of building and furnishing the Vessels 
therein proposed to be provided. 

John Wheicomb, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses on the two Petitions of the Se- 
lectmen of the Town of Dorchester. 

In Council, January 12, 1776: Read, and accepted, 

John fVhetcomb, Esq., at the same time brought down a 
Deposition of Ehenezer and James Goodel. 

The House then adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday, January 13, 1776. 

A Petition of Samuel Osgood, praying an allowance for 
his services as Major of Brigade, from the 19th of April 
to the 28th of July. Read, and committed to Mr. Pitts, 
Mr. Hobart, and Mr. Phillips. 

The Report of the Committee of both Houses on the 
two Petitions of the Selectmen of Dorchester, was consi- 
dered, and not accepted, and ordered to be recommitted, 
and the Committee are directed to consider and report upon 
said Petitions separately. 

A Petition of the Committee of Correspondence for the 
Town of Manchester, praying that they may have liberty 
to raise a Company of men to be under the direction of 
Colonel Foster, of Gloucester, for particular reasons set 
forth in the Petition, or that the town may be otherwise 
assisted and relieved. Read, and committed to the Com- 
mittee on the state of the Sea-Coast. 

John Whetcomh, Esquire, brought down a Deposition of 
Ebenezer and James Goodel, relative to one Joseph Bow- 
ditch, of Salem, his refusing to take Bills of publick Credit 
in discharge of a bond due to him from Mr. George Small, 
with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, January 12, 1776 : Read, and committed to 
John Taylor, Esq.; with such as the honourable House 
shall join. 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Grout and Mr. 
Brown, of Boston, are joined. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that the House propose, on Monday next, 
ten o'clock, A. M., to come to the choice of Officers for 
the Company to be stationed at Plymouth, for Officers of 
the Company to be stationed at Truro, and for a Captain 
to command a Company at Cumberland, in the room of 
Captain Rice, engaged in the Continental service, if agree- 
able to the honourable Board. 

Whereas, the Captains and Lieutenants of the Militia 
who have lately joined the Army, as a temporary rein- 
forcement, have hot been commissioned according to the 
several stations to which they may have been elected, and 



whereas they may continue a longer time in service than 
was at first expected : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the honourable Council of 
this Colony be desired to commissipnate all such Officers as 
aforesaid, according to their several ranks, who, with fifty 
men or upwards, (accounting in said number Officers, and 
also, such men as have inlisted from the respective Com- 
panies into the Continental Army,) shall incline to con- 
tinue in the service till the last of this month, or till the 
10th of February next, if occasion shall require, upon their 
being certified of their appointments, according to the Re- 
solves of this Court, and of their retaining the number of 
men specified in this Resolve. 

Ordered, That Major Ilawlcy, Mr. Speaker, and Mr. 
Gerry, with such as the honourable Board may join, be a 
Committee to revise the Militia Bill, and report what 
amendments they think are proper to be made therein. 

Then the House adjourned till Monday next, ten o'clock, 
A. M. _ 

Monday, January 15, 1776. 
Captain Phineas Smith, who was returned a Member 
from the Town of Granby, made his first appearance in 
the House. 

A Petition of the Selectmen of Rchoboth, setting forth, 
that the inhabitants of said town have erected a breastwork 
for their defence, and mounted four pieces of ordnance 
therein, and praying some consideration and allowance 
therefor, and liberty to raise a Company in said town. 
Read, and committed to the Committee on the state of 
the Sea-Coast. 

The Memorial of William Hunt, brought down Decem- 
ber 23. Read, and dismissed. 

Resolved, That ten o'clock, to-morrow, A. M., be as- 
signed for consideration of the Report relative to the Poor 
of Boston and Charlestown. 

Resolved, That twelve o'clock, to-morrow, be assigned 
for the choice of a Committee to go to Falmouth, in the 
recess of the Court. 

Resolved, That three o'clock, to-morrow, P. M., be as- 
signed for the consideration of the Resolve for erecting a 
pentagonal Fortification for the security of warlike stores. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to inform them that the House propose, at three o'clock, in 
the afternoon, by joint ballot, to come to the choice of Offi- 
cers for the Company to be stationed at Truro, and also 
for a Captain to command a Company to be raised in the 
County of Cumberland, in the room of Captain Rice, if 
agreeable to the honourable Board. 

Whereupon, Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, came down 
and informed the House that the honourable Board had 
agreed to come to the choice of the above-mentioned Offi- 
cers, agreeable to the proposal of the House. 

Resolved, That four o'clock, in the afternoon, be as- 
signed for the choice of some person to go to Philadelphia 
with the Accounts of this Colony, &c. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cooper bring in a Resolve for rais- 
ing the price of Hay which has been, or may be, procured 
for the Army, by order of the Court, to six Pounds per 
ton, and to recommend to those towns who have not pro- 
cured the quantity set on them, respectively, to provide the 
same immediately. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Major Davis, Captain 
Thatcher, Mr. Jewett, and Colonel Thompson, be a Com- 
mittee to consider what further is necessary to be done for 
supplying the Army with Hay. 

A Letter from his Excellency General Washington, re- 
lative to a want of Fire- Arms for the Army. Read, and 
committed to Mr. Pitts, Colonel Wood-bridge, and Cap- 
tain Smith, with such as the honourable Board may join. 

The Committee on the Petition of Caleb Hyde reported. 
Read, and recommitted; and Mr. White, of Hatfield, and Mr. 
Hobart, are added to the Committee ; and the Committee 
were directed to inquire thoroughly into the matter. 

Resolved, That the person from Hartford, who was 
sent for on the business of erecting Powder-Mills, proceed 
first to Andover. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Mr. Pitts, Colonel Thurs- 
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ton, Colonel Norton, and Mr. Cushing, be a Committee to 
consider, and report at large, the best method of supplying 
the camp with Wood. 

" Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to desire them, if they have concurred with a vote of this 
House on General Washington's Letter, to enjoin the 
Committee to sit forthwith. 

, On a motion, Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Gerry, 
MY, Cush<ing, Mr. Pitts, and Colonel Thompson, be a Com- 
rniuee to consider what further is necessary to be done for 
the defence oi" the Sea-Coast. 

Resolved, That the honourable Board be, and they here- 
by are empowered to draw an order on the Treasurer of 
this Colony, in favour of the Honourable James Warrtn, 
Esquire, Paymaster-General of the Continental Army, for 
the s.urn, o/ fifty thousand Pounds, lawful money, upon the 
s 3l£J am J!t Warren, Esquire, giving his note to return the 
said sum to the said Treasurer as soon as lie shall receive 
a supply of money from the Continental Congress. 

/Jedediah Foster, Esquire, brought down the Militia Bill, 
jvjth proposed amendments. 

Afternoon. 

Whereas, the Town of Plymouth will derive but little 
additional strength from the Company to be stationed there, 
ifit.be formed wholly from the Inhabitants of said towns: 

Therefore, Ordered, That the Officers who shall be ap- 
pointed to raise and command said Company, do not inlist 
of the Inhabitants of the Town of Plymouth into said Com- 
pany more than one-quarter of the same, including Officers. 

Ordered, That Colonel Otis be on the Committee to 
cpnsider.the Letter from General Washington, in the room 
of Mr. Pitts, engaged on another Committee. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Report of the Com- 
mittee on his Excellency General Washington's Letter, of 
the 10th instant. 

Samuel Hollen, Esq., brought down a Letter from the 
Honourable John Hancock* Esq., dated January 2d, en- 
closing sundry Resolutions of the honourable Continental 
Congress; and, also, a Letter from the Honourables John 
Hancockf, Thomas Cushing, Samuel Adams, and Robert 

* Philadelphia, January 2, 1776. — Honourable Gentlemen: I have 
the honour lo transmit you several resolutions passed in Congress, to 
tvhicli I beg leave to refer you. The money ordered in consequence 
o'f the accounts you were pleased to transmit lo your Delegates, sets 
off this day, of which Mr. Cushing is so kind as to take charge. I 
hope it will arrive safe, and that the conduct of your Delegates, in this 
instance, will meet your approbation. 

, As I am now called upon to attend publick business, I beg leave to 
refer you to Mr. Cushing for further particulars. Wishing you tho com. 
pliments of tho season, I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most 
pbedient servant, John Hancock, President. 

To tho Honourable tho Assembly. 

In the House of Representatives, January 15, 1776: Read, and 

committed, with the papers accompanying, to Mr. Speaker, Major 

Hawley, and Mr. Pitts, with such as the honourable Board may join. 

Sent up for concurrence. J. Warren, Speaker. 

In Council, January 16, 1776: Read, and concurred, and Walter 

Spotmer and Jedediah Foster, Esquires, are joined. 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 
The Committee report that the above Letter, and Resolves of Congress 
accompanying it, ought to be registered on tho records of the General 
Court ; and they beg leave to sit again. 

In Council, January 23, 1776 : Read, and accepted, and Ordered, 
That the same be recorded accordingly ; and the Committee are allowed 
to sit again. Sent down for concurrence. 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 
In toe House of Representatives, January 24, 1776: Read, and 
concurred. Sent up. J. Warren, Speaker. 

In Council, January 26, 1776: Read, and Ordered, That John Win- 
thrap, Esq., be of tlie above Committee, in the room of Walter Spooner, 
Esq., who is absent. Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

t Philadelphia, January \, 1776. — Honourable Gentlemen: We 
have had the honour to receive the memorial of the General Court to 
the Congress, and the accounts accompanying the same, which we im. 
mediately laid before the Congress. They were referred to a Committee, 
but could not be passed upon, as the vouchers did not come with them. 
However, they have voted to advance to the Colony, in part of their 
accounts, the sum of four hundred and forty-three thousand three hun- 
dred and thirty-three dollars and one.third of a dollar, which we have 
SBCeived, and hired a light wagon to convey it to Watcrtown, under the 
care of Mr. Cushing. Enclosed, you have an invoice of the same, 
which we wish safe to hand. 

We are, with great respect, your Honours' most obedient, humble 
servants, John Hancock, Samuel Adams, 

TnoMAS Cushing, Robert Treat Paine. 
To the Honourable the Members of the General Assembly of the Mas. 

sachusetts-ifai/f at Waterloicn. 



Treat Paine, Esquires, enclosing an invoice of four hun- 
dred and forty-three thousand three hundred and thirty- 
three dollars, and one-third of a dollar, advanced by ihe 
honourable Congress aforesaid, in part of the Account of 
this Colony, which accompanied a Memorial sent to the 
said Congress. All which were read, and committed to Mr. 
Speaker, Major Hawley, and Mr. Pitts, with such as the 
honourable Board may join. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board to 
inform them, that this House propose, at five o'clock, this 
afternoon, to come to the choice of a Commissary for Tar- 
paulin- Cove, in the room of Mr. Stephen Nye, who declines 
serving, by joint ballot, if agreeable to the honourable 
Board. 

Ordered, That a message go lo the honourable Board, 
informing them that this House is now ready, agreeable to 
the Order of the Day, to come to the choice of Officers for 
the Companies to be stationed at Plymouth and Truro, 
and for a Captain to command a Company in the County 
of Cumberland, in the room of Captain Rice, and that 
they propose to begin with the Officers for Plymouth Com- 
pany. 

Then, Ordered, That Colonel Howe, Mr. Dix, and 
Major Brooks, be a Committee to receive and sort the 
votes, who having carried up the votes, for the Officers of 
the Company at Plymouth, reported that the following gen- 
tlemen were chosen, viz: Jesse Harlow, Captain; James 
Churchill, First Lieutenant; Timothy Goodwin, Second 
Lieutenant ; William Watson, Esq., Commissary. 

The same Committee having carried up the votes for 
Officers for the Company at Truro, reported that the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were chosen, viz : Joseph Sinith, Cap- 
tain ; Hezekiah Harden, First Lieutenant ; Seth Smith, 
Second Lieutenant; and Captain Samuel Harden, Com- 
missary. 

The same Committee having carried up the votes for a 
Captain to command a Company at Falmouth, in the 
County of Cumberland, reported that Captain Bryant 
Morton was unanimously chosen. 

The same Committee having carried up the votes for a 
Commissary at Tarpaulin- Cove, reported that Mr. Thomas 
Jones, Jun., was chosen. 

Ordered, That Deacon Rawson, Deacon Nichols, and 
Mr. Low, be a Committee to count and sort the votes for 
some person to go to Philadelphia with the Accounts of 
this Colony, &c. 

Who reported that Mr. Isaac Lothrop was unanimously 
chosen. 

On a motion, Ordered, That a message go to the ho- 
nourable Board, informing them that the House propose to 
complete the choice of Officers for the Sea-Coast Forces, 
by joint ballot, to-morrow, at five o'clock, in the afternoon, 
if agreeable lo the honourable Board. 

Ordered, That the Resolve, empowering the honour- 
able Council to draw on the Treasurer in favour of the 
Honourable James Warren, Esq., be taken into a new draft, 
which being done accordingly, was read, and accepted, viz : 

Whereas, representation has been made to this Court by 
a Committee thereof, that his Excellency General Wash- 
ington was desirous of borrowing, lor the use of the Con- 
tinental Army, a supply of Money : 

Resolved, That the Council be, and they hereby are 
empowered, to draw on the Treasurer of this Colony for 
the sum of fifty thousand Pounds, lawful money, in favour 
of his Excellency aforesaid, as Comma'nder-in-ciiief of the 
Coniinental Army, or for such a part of said sum as his 
Excellency shall have a present demand for, he giving an 
obligation, in his capacity aforesaid, to return the same to 
the said Treasurer when demanded. 

The House considered and agreed to the amendments 
proposed by a Committee of both Houses lo be made to 
the Militia Bill, the amendments on the last label beino- 
first taken into a new draft. 

Resolved, That Major Cross be desired to furnish Col- 
onel Lovell with some Saltpetre, made agreeable to Doctor 
Whiting's plan, that lie may make an experiment of the 
same by manufacturing it into Gunpowder. 

-The House then adjourned, till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 
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Tuesday, January 16, 1776. 

A Petition of William Henshaw, praying consideration 
and allowance for bis services as Adjutant-General, under 
the appointment of the Provincial Congress, in the Army 
under the command of General Ward. 

Read, and committed to Colonel Thurston, Captain 
Ward, and Captain Carpenter. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the Report relative 
to the Poor of Boston and Charlestoivn, be put off to ten 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Resolved, That Mr. Isaac Lothrop be, and he hereby 
is empowered to present the preceding state of disburse- 
ments of this Colony in the defence of American liberty, 
to the honourable Continental Congress for approbation and 
allowance, and to receive the balance of such sum, or sups, 
as shall be allowed thereon, and pay or cause to be paid 
the same to the Treasurer of the Colony aforesaid. 

The Report of the Committee of both Houses on his 
Excellency General Washington's Letter of the 10th in- 
stant, was read, considered, and accepted as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to consider what further mea- 
sures are necessary to be taken for procuring Hay for the 
Army, reported. Read and accepted. 

Whereas, by a Resolve of this Court, which passed this 
House the 16th of December last, it was recommended to 
a number of towns in the Counties of Suffolk, Essex, Mid- 
dlesex, Plymouth, and Worcester, as they regarded their 
own safety, and the general welfare of these Colonies, to 
take effectual measures to supply the camps at Cambridge 
and Roxbury with such quantities of Hay, as was set to the 
respective towns named in said Resolve, at the rates of five 
Pounds per ton for English Hay, and forty Shillings per 
ton for salt Hay: And whereas, upon a thorough inquiry 
made by this Court, it now appears that the allowance then 
made is below the market price, and short of what has been 
usually given by the inhabitants of this Colony, under a 
like scarcity with the present : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to those towns which 
have not as yet forwarded to the camps the quantities of 
Hay which have been assigned them, that they send their 
respective quantities immediately, and receive pay there- 
for, at the rate of six Pounds per ton for English, and fifty 
Shillings per ton for salt Hay ; provided the same shall be 
brought into camp within ten days from the date hereof; 
and lest the other towns mentioned in said Resolve, which, 
from an early regard to the recommendations of this Court, 
have already furnished their respective quantities of Hay, 
should be sufferers for so doing, they are to receive out of 
the Colony Treasury such sums as have been short paid 
them of the prices now allowed to be given therefor, on 
their producing proper certificates to the honourable Board 
of the quantities furnished as aforesaid, who are hereby em- 
powered tor grant warrants for the same; and the Select- 
men and Committees of Correspondence in those towns are 
desired to transmit to this Court the receipts for the Hay 
they have already carried into camps, that so their regard 
to the credit of this community, and zeal for the common 
safety, may appear upon the publick records of this Co- 
lony. 

And whereas, it may so happen, that at the expiration 
of said ten days, some towns may still remain deficient; to 
prevent the sad consequences of such neglect, the Select- 
men of any delinquent town are hereby directed and em- 
powered to impress therein, for the use of the Continental 
Army, so much Hay as will make up the full quantity as- 
signed such town by the aforesaid Resolve of this Court. 

And the Committee named in the former Resolve, are 
directed to see that and the foregoing carried into execu- 
tion ; and Colonel Thompson is directed to get this Resolve 
printed .in . handbills, and dispersed through the several 
towns mentioned in the schedule annexed to the first Re- 
solve. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to wait on his 
Excellency General Washington, on the subject of his 
Letter of the 10th instant, be a Committee to present his 
Excellency a copy of the Resolve of this Court for lend- 
ing him the sum of fifty thousand Pounds. 

On a motion. Ordered, That the Committee appointed 
to procure Sulphur, be directed to make an average of the 
Foubth Series. — Vol. it. 88 



price of what they may deliver to Mr. Samuel Phillips, 
Jun., according to what the Sulphur cost, which they may 
buy from time to time. 

Eldad Taylor, Esq., brought down the Report of the' 
Committee of both Houses on his Excellency General 



Washington's Letter of the 



J 5th instant, relative to the 



want of Fire- Arms for the Army, viz : 

That his Excellency be informed, that it is the opinion 
of this Court, there would be a general supply of Fire- 
Arms brought into the camp, if he would give publick 
notice that if the Recruits would come well armed they 
should be allowed for the use of their Arms, and, If lost in 
the service, the just value of them should be paid, and that 
their Arms shall not be detained from them when their 
time of service shall expire. And that to detain the Arms 
of the Militia without their consent, would neither promote 
the good of the service, nor facilitate the arming the forces, 
as it would produce a general uneasiness through the coun- 
try. And that his Excellency be also informed that this 
Colony have in store but about two hundred Fire-Arms, 
part of which are out of repair; such as will do for the ser- 
vice, although provided for the particular use of this Colo- 
ny, we shall be ready to deliver if they shall be needed, 
and do all in our power to aid his Excellency in arming 

the troops. T „ , 

c James rKEscoTT, per order. 

In Council, January 16, 1776: Read, and sent down. 

Read, and accepted, and thereupon Ordered, That the 
Committee appointed to wait upon his Excellency Gene- 
ral Washington upon the subject of his Letter of the 10th 
current, be a Committee to present him a copy of the fore- 
going Report. 

The House, agreeable to the Order of the Day, pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the Bill for reviving and 
continuing sundry Laws that are expired, or near expiring. 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the same be 
put off to three o'clock, P. M. 

Ordered, That the choice of a Committee to go to 
Falmouth, in the recess of the Court, be put off to four 
o'clock, to-morrow, P. M. 

Afternoon. 
Ordered, That Deacon Nichols, Deacon Watson, Ma- 
jor Brooks, Mr. Baldwin, Capt. Pilsbury, Deacon Wood, 
and Mr. Nye, be added to the Committee on Muster-Rolls, 
and the Committee are enjoined to sit forthwith, and i?ive 
constant attendance. 

The Bill for reviving and continuing sundry Laws that 
are expired, and near expiring, was again considered by the 
House, and it having gone through a second reading, 

Ordered, That it be read again to-morrow, eleven o'clock, 
A. M. 

Walter Spooner, Esq., came down and informed the 
House that the honourable Board were now ready to come 
to the choice of the rest of the Officers for the Sea-Coast 
Forces, and desired to be informed what Officers the House 
propose to begin with. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That a message go to the ho- 
nourable Board, informing them that the House propose to 
begin with the Officers for the Company to be stationed 
at Salem. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bancroft, Mr. Gushing, of Plyrnp- 
ion, and Deacon Cheever, be a Committee on the part of 
the House to receive and sort the votes for the Sea-Coast. 
Officers now to be chosen. 

Who having carried up the votes for the Officers for the 
Companies to be stationed at Salem, reported that the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were unanimously chosen, viz: 

Benjamin Ward, Captain; Jonathan Harrenden, First 
Lieutenant ; William Marston, Second Lieutenant. 

The same Committee having carried up the votes for a 
Mustermaster for the County of Cumberland, reported, 
that Major Peter Noyes was unanimously chosen. 

The same Committee having carried up the rotes for a 
Mustermaster for the County of Dukes- County, reported, 
that Colonel Beriah Norton was unanimously chosen. 

The same Committee having carried up the votes for a 
Mustermaster for the County of Essex, reported, that Mr.. 
Daniel Hopkins was unanimously chosen. 

The same Committeee having carried up the votes fot 
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the Officers of the Company to be stationed at Sheepscut- 
River, in the County of Lincoln, reported, that the follow- 
ing gentlemen were chosen, viz : 

Israel Davis, Captain ; Nathaniel Winslow, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Christopher Woodbridge, Second Lieutenant ; Da- 
vid Reed, Commissary. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to inform them that this House propose to put off the 
choice of Sea-Coast Officers till to-morrow, twelve o'clock. 

Resolved, That Mr. Hopkins have leave to bring in a 
Resolve for the appointing of another Commissary for the 
Salem. and. JVIarWe/jcad Companies. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay upon the table the last 
establishment for Sea-Coast Forces, viz : for three Compa- 
nies to be stationed in the County of Lincoln, one at Truro, 
in the County of Barnstable, &tc. 

Mr. Hopkins, agreeable to order, reported. Read, and 
accepted. 

Whereas, by a Resolve of this Court of the 27th of 
December last, provision is made for a Commissary for the 
Forces stationed on the Sea-Coast alSalem and Marblehead, 
and as it appears to be more for the publick benefit that 
there should be a Commissary for each of these towns : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the Commissary already 
appointed be a Commissary for the Companies at Marble- 
head only ; and that a Commissary be appointed for the 
Forces stationed in the Town of Salem. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Wednesday, January 17, 1776. 

Ordered, That the Doorkeeper direct the attendance 
of Major Scwall. 

Ordered, That Deacon Cheever be of the Committee 
to consider a meet grant to the President of Harvard Col- 
lege, in the room of Colonel Freeman, absent. 

On the Petition of Samuel Osgood, read January 13th : 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be directed to pay him, 

or order, the sum of twenty-four Pounds, in full discharge 

for his services as Major of Brigade in the Army, from the 

19th of April to the 20th of July last. 

Colonel Loved, agreeable to order, reported. Read, and 
accepted. 

Whereas, his Excellency General Washington hath in- 
formed this Court, that he doth not think himself at liberty 
to pay four Companies of men who have generally done 
duty at Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham, the last year ; 
and the said Companies having received no part of their 
pay from him since August last : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Officers of the said four 
Companies be directed to make up their Rolls to the first 
day of January current, and observe such rules as were 
given to the Officers in the camps at Cambridge and Rox- 
bury. 

A Petition of Lazarus Goodicin, of Plymouth, for him- 
self_and brother Nathaniel, setting forth, that they have a 
valuable sum of money, to the amount of one thousand 
Pounds, sterling, and upwards, at Cadiz, and praying that 
they may be permitted to send a vessel therefor, for par- 
ticular reasons set forth in said Petition. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Brown, of Boston, Colonel 
Otis, and Mr. Wheeler. 

The Resolve containing a commission of the gentlemen 
delegated by this Court to represent the Colony at the 
Continental Congress, brought down December 27th. Read, 
and. committed to Mr. Speaker, Major Hawley, and Mr. 
Cooper, with such as the honourable Board may join ; and 
said.. Committee are directed to form Instructions to said 
Delegates. . 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to prepare a 
Fee-Bill for the Admiralty Courts, be directed to report 
forthwith. 

A Petition of Joseph Ward, praying a reward for his 
services as Aid-de-camp and Secretary to General Ward, 
from the 19th April to the 20th Jidy. Read, and com- 
mitted to Mr. Jewett, of Ipswich, Deacon Cheever, and 
Major Johnson. 



Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Militia Bill, 
with the following Vote of Council, viz : 

hi Council, January 17, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
with the following amendment on the annexed label H H, 
viz : Dele the words "'"by any Officer inferior to the'Colonel 
of the Regiment to which they belong." 

Mr. Freeman, agreeable to order, reported the following 
Resolve, which was read and accepted, viz: 

Resolved, That that part of the Sea-Coast establish- 
ment which respects the raising two Companies in the 
County of Cumberland be so far reconsidered, as that Cap- 
tain Bryant Morton, lately appointed by this Court to com- 
mand one of the said Companies, be, and he is hereby 
empowered and directed to inlist the whole, or any part 
thereof in any other County in this Colony where he can 
fill up the same with the greatest despatch, except in Sea- 
Port Towns, and that Colonel Thompson be, and hereby is 
empowered and directed to sign inlisting orders, and give a 
Form of Inlistment to the said Morton, agreeable to the 
establishment before-mentioned. ^ 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay upon the table the Re- 
port of the Committee on his Excellency General Wash- 
ington's Letter of the 10th instant. 

Whereupon, Mr. John Lowell, Deputy Secretary, pro 
tern., came down and informed the House that it was not 
upon the file, and supposed that through the hurry of busi- 
ness the Committee carried it to the General's. 

On motion, Ordered, That seven Regiments, of seven 
hundred and twenty-eight men each, including officers, be 
immediately raised from the Militia of this Colony, to join 
the Continental Army; and that Major Bliss, Mr. Crane, 
Colonel Thurston, Captain Thatcher, Mr. Turner, Mr. 
Davis, Colonel Godfrey, Deacon Hovey, Major Learned, 
Mr. Herrick, Captain Morton, and Captain Davis, be a 
Committee to proportion the same upon the several towns 
in their respective Counties. 

A Letter from his Excellency General Washington, of 
this day, desiring the Court to order in, with as much ex- 
pedition as the nature of the case will admit, seven Regi- 
ments agreeable to the establishment of this Army, to con- 
tinue in service till the 1st of April, if required ; also, 
relative to the purchase of Fire- Arms; and, proposing to 
accept of a loan of half the sum which the Court has 
offered to lend him. 

Read, and committed with a copy of the establishment 
of the Continental Army to the Committee of Twelve, above 
chosen. 

The Committee appointed to report a Bill for establish- 
ing Fees for the Courts of Admiralty, reported. Read, 
and considered, and ordered to be brought in, in form .of a 
Resolve. 

A Letter from the Committee of St. Georges,. relative 
to the conduct of Captain Francis Haskill, in carrying a 
sloop-load of wood to Boston, Sic. Read, and committed 
to Colonel Orne, Mr. Cushing, and Major Cross_. 

The amendment proposed by the honourable Board to 
be made in the Militia Bill, was considered by the House, 
and the Bill was recommitted to Mr. Gerry, Major Haw- 
ley, and Mr. Cooper. 

Afternoon. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down the two Petit ions 
of the Selectmen of Dorchester, with Reports thereon. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Account of 
the Selectmen of Stockbridge, with regard to the Powder 
by them delivered for the use of this Colony, or Army, and 
being directed to take up the same at large, reported by 
way of Resolve. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Committees, or Selectmen of the 
several Towns in this Colony, send a just and true account 
of all the Powder, Lead, and Flints, by them delivered, by 
order of the Congress, or House of Representatives of this 
Colony, for the use of said Colony, or Army, to the Com- 
mittee of Accounts by the 1st day of April next, in order to 
their being paid for the same, the Powder at five Shilling;: 
per pound, the Lead at five Pence per pound, the Flints at 
five Shillings per hundred, unless they choose to have the 
same replaced when the state of this Colony wiirpeimit of. 

And it is father Resolved, That the Selectmen, or Com- 
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mittees .as aforesaid, send an account of all the Powder, 
Lead," and Flints, delivered to the Minute-Men or others, 
that was used or left in the camp for the benefit of the Army 
on the alarm on the 19th day of April last, or otherwise 
be left in the camps for the use of the A/my, that the same 
may be paid for by this Court. 

On the Petitipn of Elizabeth Sampson and others, In- 
dian inhabitants of Grafton, praying to be relieved respect- 
ing their income by the Interest money in the hands of the 
Guardians, of that Tribe: 

Resolved, That whereas, the Honourable Artemas fVard, 
Esquire, one of their present Guardians, is necessarily em- 
ployed in the Continental Army, and the others have neg- 
lected to relieve those Indians, it is become necessary that 
new Guardians should _ be appointed, who shall, by sucli 
appointment, be vested with the same power, in all matters 
respecting the property of those Indians, as the present 
Guardians have. 

The List of Fees for the Courts of Admiralty were 
again considered, and recommitted to Colonel Otis, Mr. 
Jeivett, and Mr. Perry. 

The Committee to whom the Militia Bill was recommit- 
ted, reported an amendment to it. Read and accepted. 

The Bill for reviving and continuing sundry Laws that 
are expired, and near expiring: Read a third time, and 
passed to be engrossed. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Major Cross, 
and Colonel Lovell, be a Committee to consider the neces- 
sity of raising a Company of Matrosses to defend the for- 
tresses erected in the Town of Marblehead. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday, January 18, 1776. 

An Account of Mr. Joseph Palmer, for his time and ex- 
pense in bringing Doctor Gelston from Falmouth. 

Read, and committed to the Committee on Accounts. 

An Account of the Selectmen of the Town of Worcester, 
for providing Clothes for the Prisoners in the Jail in the 
County of Worcester. Read, and committed to the Com- 
mittee on Accounts. 

It was moved, That a Committee be appointed to con- 
sider the expediency of establishing a Chaplain and an Ar- 
mourer for the Forces to be stationed at Falmouth, in the 
County of Cumberland; and the question being put, it 
passed in the negative. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Militia Bill, with 
the following Vote of Council, via : 

In Council, January 17, 1776: Read, and non-concur- 
red, and passed to be engrossed, with the label H H, and 
the label at the end of the Bill, reported by the Committee 
appointed to revise the Bill, and accepted by the honour- 
ble House. 

Read, and concurred. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Report of 
the Committee of both Houses appointed to examine into 
the character and conduct of Doctor Samuel Gelston, lately 
apprehended by order of the General Court. 

In Council, January 17, 1776 : Whereas, it appears by 
Doctor Gelston's confession, that he has contravened the 
Resolves of the American Congress, and has supplied the 
enemies of American liberties with sundry articles of pro- 
vision,' and, by other evidence, it appears that the said 
Samuel Gelston is unfriendly to the liberties of this country, 
and is a dangerous person : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Samuel shall not be 
liberated until he shall give bond, with two good sureties, 
to the Treasurer of this Colony, in the penal. sum of one 
thousand Pounds ; the condition whereof shall be, that 
the said Spmuef will not, in any way, assist or correspond 
with any of the enemies of this country, and that he will 
be of good behaviour and peaceable towards all persons who 
are friendly to American liberty, and that he will, at any 
time appear and answer to any complaint which may here- 
after be made against him, when he shall be thereunto re- 
quired by order of this Court, and that he will, abide the 
order thereon. 

Read, and non-concurred, 



Whereas, it appears by Doctor Gehton's confession, that 
he has contravened the Resolves of the American Con- 
gress, and has supplied the enemies of American liberties 
with sundry articles of provision ; and, by other evidence,, 
it appears that the ..said Samuel Gelston is unfriendly to the 
liberties of this country : And whereas, the greatest dan- 
ger must necessarily result. from permitting such persons to 
go at large and continue their traitorous practices of op- 
posing the measures adopted for our defence, of spreading 
false and discouraging rumours, and of communicating in- 
formation of all our operations to our unnatural enemies : 

And it is, therefore, Resolved, That the honourable 
Board be, and they hereby are desired to cau.se the said 
Samuel Gelston to be forthwith confined in some Jail in 
this Colony, until it shall appear to the General Court, or 
other proper authority of this Government, that he can 
with safety to the United Colonies be again set at liberty. 

The Committee of both Houses on the Petition from 
the Town of Dorchester, relative to Jane Jackson ahcTher 
two children, report, by way of Resolve, viz : 

Whereas, it appears that Jane Jackson and her two chil- 
dren, have been sent over from Castle- William into the 
Town of Dorchester, since which they have been maintain- 
ed at the expense of the said town, notwithstanding their 
application to General Washington (by order of this Court) 
to desire his assistance in conveying them back to Boston, 
he refusing to concern himself in the matter : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Selectmen of Dorchester 
be, and they are hereby directed to remove the. said Jane 
Jackson, with her two children, into some inland town, 
where they may be maintained at the cheapest rate ;"and 
provided either of the said persons are able to work, that 
they be put out for that purpose to lessen the charge of 
their maintenance as aforesaid. The said Selectmen to 
lay their Accounts before this Court for examination anjl 
allowance. 

In Council, January 17, 1776: Read and accepted. 

Read and concurred. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down the Report of 
the Committee of both Houses appointed to. consider ..the 
Resolve of the honourable Board on the appointment of 
the gentlemen delegated to represent this Colony at the 
Continental Congress, vfz : ~ 

In Council, January 18, 1776 : Whereas, John Hancock, 
Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Pahie, and El- 
bridge Gerry, Esqs., have been chosen, by joint ballot of 
the two Houses of Assembly, to represent the Colony of 
Massachusetts-Bay, in New-England, in the American 
Congress, until the first day of January, A. D. 1777 : 

Resolved, That they, or any one or more of them, are 
hereby fully empowered, with the Delegates from the other 
American Colonies, to concert, direct, and order such fur- 
ther measures as shall to them appear best calculated for 
the establishment of right and liberty to the American Co- 
lonies, upon a basis permanent and secure against the power 
and arts of the British Administration, and guarded against 
any further encroachments of their enemies; "with power to 
adjourn to such times and places as shall appear most con- 
ducive to the publick safety and advantage. 

Read, and concurred, and the Secretary is hereby direct- 
ed, as soon as may be, to signify to each of thpse gentle- 
men their appointment, with an attested copy of this order.. 

On information received from the Comrniuee of Corres- 
pondence of St. Georges, respecting two vessels held ,rn 
custody by said Committee : 

Resolved, That the Vessels mentioned in said informa- 
tion from the Committee pf St. Georges, be held in custody 
by the said Committee, until the Courts si) all , be opened 
for the trial of Vessels which have been in any way em- 
ployed in aiding and assisting our enemies, (according to 
the Act of this Colony made for that purpose,) and. that 
the said Vessels, and their appurtenances, be .delivered into 
the hands. of the captors, when said Courts s.halj be opened 
for the aforesaid purposes. 

It was represented to the House that Colonel Arnold, 
now in this town, had an open letter, and otheT papers, di- 
rected to some gentlemen in Philadelphia, which lately 
came from Englan d, and which he was not willing to show 
to any private person, but would communicate it to this. 
House, if requested : 
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Whereupon, Ordered, That Colonel Thompson make 
inquiry into this matter, and report to the House. 

Ordered, That the Members from the several Counties 
proportion the number of men to be raised in each County 
"ijh.the several towns in .their .respective Counties, agree- 
able to the following Report, viz : 

' Suffolk,' - " - - - 460 York, -"-'."-838 

. ' Essex, - - - - 830 Worcester, - - - 749 

Middlesex, - - - 571 Lincoln, - - - - 99 

Plymouth, - - - 472 Cumberland, - - 180 

Barnstable, - - - 260 4 368 

; Bristol, - - - - 509 ' 

',, Six Regiments at 728 each, is 4,363. 

A Petition of the Town of Templeton, expressing the un- 
easiness on the minds of the people there, on account of 
the high wages of the Officers of the Army, and of the 
extraordinary pay which it is therein said has been given to 
persons employed in the service" of the Colony, and pray- 
ing the consideration of the Court. 

Read, and committed to Major Hawley, Colonel Jlar- 
rej, and Mr. Cooper. 

Resolved, That to-morrow, ten o'clock, A. M., be as- 
signed for the choice of some person to go to Philadelphia 
with the Accounts of this Colony, in the room of Mr. Lo- 
throp, excused. 

The House considered the Fee-Bill for the Admiralty 
Courts. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
•midrrjing. 

Friday, January 19, 177G. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley report a Resolve to stop 
the collecting Blankets from the Counties of Berkshire 
ahcl Hampshire. 

Ordered, That the Commissary-General be directed to 

inform his Excellency General Washington, that he has a 

. number ^of Blankets by him, and is ready to deliver them, 

'a*ndsuch as shall come in, to his order; for which he is to 

.take a receipt. 

Resolved, That the men to be raised in the County of 
Barnstable, be laid on the County at large, and not pro- 
portioned on the several towns. 

Joseph Palmer, Esq., brought down the following Vote 
' of Council, viz : 

, In Council, January 18, 1776: Ordered, That Moses 
GUI, Esq., with such as the honourable House shall join, 
be a Cpnrmiftee to consider the propriety of commissiona- 
ting such Captains and Subalterns as marched and joined 
.the. Continental Army from the Militia, with full Compa- 
nies, in pursuance of the Resolve of the General Court on 
the first of December last. 

Read, and concurrred, and Captain Parker and Colonel 
■Wajrd are joined. 

John Whetcomb, Esq., brought down the Resolve re- 
specting the Estates of the Refugees, with the following 
Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, January 18, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
as taken into a new draft. 

Major Hawley, agreeable to order, reported. Read, 
and accepted. 

Whereas, this Court is well informed that General 
^Washington has resolved to apply to this Court that the 
Officers for one Regiment may be appointed by the same 
iri the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, for the rais- 
ing's full Regiment in them, to be employed at the north- 
ward ; and the Blankets to be collected in these Counties 
•will be absolutely necessary for the use of those men to be 
so raised ; and as these Blankets may be on their way, 
■•■'" ' Therefore, Ordered, That the Blankets collected, or 
collecting, in those Counties be stayed therein, or if on their 
way, that they be ordered back. Those collected in the 
Qounty of Hampshire, to the Towns of Northampton or 
.Springfield; and those collected in the County of Berk- 
shire, to the Towns of Barrington or Pittsfield, and deli- 
vered to the Selectmen of said towns, respectively, till fur- 
ther orders. 

.""Ordered, That every of the members of either of those 
Counties have leave to endeavour that the same be effected. 



Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Gerry, and Col- 
onel Porter, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for 
raising the men proportioned on the several towns, and to 
prepare the Form of an Inlistment. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Sewall, Mr. Hale, 
and Mr. Woodbridge, with such as the honourable Board 
may join, he a Committee to confer with Mr. Thomas 
Harling, on the subject of erecting a Powder-Mill, and to 
determine where such Mill shall be built. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
General Heath, desiring to be informed whether he is to 
be paid as a General Officer before he received a Conti- 
nental commission, or as a Colonel of a Regiment late his 
own, and in what capacity the General Officers belonging 
to this Colony, who had Regiments the last campaign, are 
to be made up in the Rolls. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cooper get the Militia Bill (when 
engrossed) printed in the next Monday's Paper. 

Afternoon . 

Benjamin While, Esq., brought down a Letter from 
Mr. Samuel Jordan, dated Goldsborough, November 30, 
1775, relative to the conduct of Colonel Cargill, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, January 19, 1776: Read, and Ordered, 
That Eldad Taylor, and John Taylor, Esqs., with such as 
the honourable House shall join, be a Committee to take 
the foregoing Letter, and papers accompanying it, into con- 
sideration, and report. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr. Hopkins, Colonel Thomp- 
son, and Colonel Gushing, are joined. 

Benjamin White, Esq., at the same time brought down 
a Petition of George Henry Fisher, setting forth, that 
being suspected as an enemy to the rights of the people, 
he was, in September last, sent to the care of the Com- 
mittee of the Town of Worcester, and is now suffering for 
want of clothes, and praying that he may be therewith 
supplied. Read, and committed. 

The Committee appointed in the forenoon to bring in a 
Resolve for raising the men proportioned on the several 
towns, reported. 

Read, and accepted, with the schedule annexed, made 
agreeable to the reports of the Members from the several 
Counties, viz: 

Whereas, it is of great importance, not only to the inha- 
bitants of this Colony, but, also, of all the United Colonics, 
that the lines and fortifications at Cambridge and Roxbury 
should, at all events, be maintained ; and that the Army 
investing Boston should be of strength sufficient to act 
offensively as well as defensively : And whereas, his Ex- 
cellency General Washington has applied for a temporary 
reinforcement from Connecticut, New-Hampshire, and this 
Colony, to be at the said places as soon as possible, the 
proportion of which to this Colony, is four thousand three 
hundred and sixty-eight men : 

Resolved, That the commanding officer of each Com- 
pany of Militia in the towns hereafter mentioned, chosen 
agreeable to the direction of the Provincial Congress, be, 
and hereby is directed to cause his Company to be mustered 
without delay; and that out of the Companies in such town 
they cause to be voluntarily inlisted, the number of effec- 
tive men hereinafter affixed to such towns, respectively, to 
serve in the American Army, on the Continental establish- 
ment, from the day of their inlistment to the first day of 
April next. And that each Officer and Soldier shall be 
allowed and paid for their service, respectively, the same 
sums by the calendar month, as are allowed to such Offi- 
cers and Soldiers in the Army on the said establishment: 
the time of service to be computed from the time of his 
inlisting to the time of his discharge, and allowing sufficient 
time for his return home ; that is to say, accounting one 
day for every twenty miles' travel ; also, one penny per 
mile to compensate his expenses to the camp, and at the 
same rate, per mile, to bear his expenses from the camp 
home ; his travelling expenses to the camp to be paid by 
himself, and each man to be compensated therefor at the 
rate above said, upon his arrival in camp ; and the allow- 
ance to defray his expenses thence to his home, to be paid 
before or upon his discharge. And the Selectmen and 
Committees of Correspondence and Safety of each town 
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hereafter mentioned, are requested, without fail, to afford 
their immediate assistance, fully to effect this business with 
despatch, as they regard their country's, and their own 
welfare and safety. 

And it is further Resolved, That all the Field and Staff 
Officers shall be appointed by this Court, and commis- 
sionated by the Council, on or before they arrive in camp ; 
and the Captains, Subalterns, and non-Commissioned Offi- 
cers of the several Companies shall be chosen by the Com- 
panies, respectively, from such as are inlisted, or others; 
and the Captains and Subalterns shall be commissionated 
by the Council on or before they arrive in camp ; and no 
officer, who shall be chosen to serve on this occasion, shall 
be considered as so connected with the Continental Army, 
as to be thereby disqualified from being an officer in the 
Militia of this Colony, by virtue of any clause in any Act 
providing for the regulation of the said Militia. 

Whereas, this Court, at the request of his Excellency 
General Washington, have thought it necessary that a tem- 
porary reinforcement of the Army should be made with all 
possible despatch ; and, to effect the same, have propor- 
tioned among the several towns in this Colony such a num- 
ber of men as they apprehend each town ought to raise 
upon the present emergency, and have appointed a Com- 
mittee, out of each County, to assist in raising the men, 
and forming them, when raised, into Companies, which 
Committee is as follows, viz: 

For the County of Suffolk, Mr. Guild, Colonel Lovcll, 
and Colonel Mcintosh, 

For the County of Essex, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Jewett, Mr. 
Hopkins, and Major Cross. 

For the County of Middlesex, Colonel Spaulding, Ma- 
jor Brooks, Colonel Perry, Captain Sartle, and Major Bry- 
ant. 

For the County of Plymouth, Captain Cushing, Colonel 
Gushing, and Captain White, of Middleborough. 

For the County of Barnstable, Colonel Otis, and Colo- 
nel Cobb. 

For the County of Bristol, Captain Hodges, Mr. Stark- 
weather, and Doctor Baylies. 

For the County of Worcester, Captain Parker, Mr. Fes- 
senden, Mr. Allen, Mr. Rice, and Colonel Hill. 

For the County of York, Colonel Sawyer, Mr. Sullivan, 
and Major Goodwin. 

For the County of Cumberland, Mr. Fabyan and Cap- 
tain Cutter. 

For the County of Lincoln, Captain Howard and Colo- 
nel Jones. 

Therefore, Resolved, That the persons aforenamed, for 
; each of the„several_ Counties aforesaid, be, and they hereby 
are directed to use their utmost endeavours with the Com- 
mittees of Correspondence and Safety, and the Selectmen 
of each. town, to have the several proportions of men affix- 
ed to each town, in their several Counties, raised with all 
possible. expedition, and, when raised, to form them into 
Companies of ninety men each, including officers ; and as 
soon as each Company have chosen their several officers, 
that they cause them to march forthwith to the camp at 
Cambridge or Roxbury, as his Excellency General Wash- 
ington shall direct, viz : 

County of Suffolk. 
- - - Brookline, - ■ 



Boston, 

Roxbury, - - - - 27 Needhatn, - - 

Dorchester, - - - 25 Stoughton, - - 

Milton, - - - - 25 Stoughtonham, - 

Brainjree, - - - - 40 Medway, - - - 

Weymouth, - - - 25 Bellingham, - - 

Hingham,- - - - 25 Hull, - - - - 

Dedham, - - - - 45 Walpole, - - - 

Medfield, - - - - 20 Chelsea, - - - 

Wrentham, - - - 55 Cohasset, - - - 

County of Essex. 

38 Rowley, - - - 



Lynn, - - - 

Bradford, - - 

Danvers, - - 

Marblehead, - 

Ipswich, - - 
Newburyport, 

Andover, - - 



23 
37 
91 
68 
64 
48 



Salisbury, - 

Amesbury, 

Haverhill, 

Gloucester, 

Topsfield, 

Boxford, - 



10 
23 
35 
20 
25 
20 
00 
25 
00 
16 



- 31 

- 26 

- 26 
-36 

- 50 

- 16 

- 18 



Beverly, - - 


. 


- 42 Wenham, - - - 


- 13 


Middleton, 


. 


- 16 Manchester, - - 


- 16 


Salem, - - 


- 


- 91 Methuen, - - - 


- 22 


Newbury,- - 


- 


- 58 




County of Middlesex. 




Cambridge, - 


. 


- 21 Westford,- - - 


- 23 


Charlestown, - 


. 


- 2 Waltham,- - - 


- 9 


Watertown, - 


- 


- 13 Stow, 


- 17 


Woburn, - - 


. 


- 22 Groton, - - - 


- 29 


Concord, - - 


. 


- 26 Shirley, - - - 


- 10 


Newton, - - 


- 


- 16 Pepperell, - - 


- 14 


Reading, - - 




- 24 Townsend, - - 


- 18 


Marlborough, 


- 


- 26 Ashby, - - - 


- 9 


Billerica, - - 


- 


- 25 Stoneham, - - 


- 4 


Framingham, - 


- 


- 25 Natick, - 


- 4 


Lexington, - 


- 


-12 Dracut, - - - 


- 16 


Chelmsford, - 


- 


- 24 Bedford, - - - 


- 6 


Sherborne, 


- 


- 12 Holliston,- - - 


- 14 


Sudbury, - - 


- 


- 33 Tewkesbury, - - 


- 13 


Maiden, - - 


. 


- 9 Acton, ... 


- 13 


Weston, - - 


. 


- 13 Dunstable, - - 


- 13 


Medford, - - 


- 


- 10 Lincoln, - - - 


- 8 


Littleton, - - 


- 


- 14 Wilmington - - 


- 7 


Hopkinton, - 


- 


- 17 






County of Plymouth. 




Plympton, 


- 


- 25 Hanover, - - - 


- 19 


W r areham, 


- 


- 17 Scituate, - - - 


- 52 


Rochester, 


- 


- 49 Pembroke, - - 


- 33 


Middleborough, 


i " 


- SI Marshfield, - - 


- 36 


Halifax, - - 


- 


- 14 Duxborough, - - 


- 22 


Bridgewater, - 


- 


- 95 Kingston, - - - 


- 15 


Abington,- - 


- 


- 24 






Co 


unly of Bristol. 




Taunton, - - 


- 


- 74 Mansfield, - - - 


- 24 


Dartmouth, - 


- 


- 74 Dighton, - - - 


- 30 


Rehoboth, 


- 


- 74 Berkley, - - - 


- 17 


Swanzey, - - 


- 


- 39 Raynham, - -' 


- 22 


Freetown, 


- 


- 34 Norton, - - - 


- 44 


Attleboiough, 


- 


- 49 Easton, - - - 


- 38 



County of Barnstable, 260. 
To be raised in the County at large. 

County 0/ Worcester. 
32 Sturbridge, 



Worcester, 

Leicester, - - 

Holden, - - 

Spencer, - - 

Paxton, - - 
Lancaster, 

Harvard, - - 

Bolton, - - 

Princetown, - 

Mendon, - - 

Uxbridge, - - 

Northbridge, - 

Upton, - - 

Douglass, - - 

Brookfield, - 

Western, - - 
Hardwick, 
New-Braintree, 

Oakham, - - 

Sutton, - - 

Oxford, - - 



- - 13 Charlton, 

- - 11 Dudley, - - 

- - 17 Southborough, 

- - 10 Westborough, 

- - 46 Shrewsbury, - 

- - 25 Northborough, 

- - 23 Grafton, - - 

- - 11 Rutland, - - 

- - 33 Petersham, - 

- - 13 Hutchinson, - 

- - 6 Athol, 

- - 15 Templeton, - 

- - 15 Winchendon, - 

- - 49 Royals ton, 

- - 16 Hubbardston, - 

- - 29 Lunenburgh, - 

- - 15 Leominster, - 

- - 10 Westminster, - 

- - 39 Fitchburgh, - 

- - 11 Ashburnham, 
County of York. 



York, - - 
Kittery, - 
Berwick, - 
Wells,- - 
Lebanon, - 



41 
40 
41 
35 
10 



Falmouth, - - 
North-Yarmouth, 
Scarborough, - - 
Brunswick, - - 
Gorham, - - - 
Harpswell, - - 



Arundel, - - - 
Biddeford, - - 
Pepperelborough, 
Sanford, - - - 
Buxton, - - - 

County q/"CuMBERLAND. 

- - - 30 Cape-Elizabeth, - 
Windham, - - 
New-Gloucester, - 
New-Boston, - - 
Pearsontown, - - 



22 
20 
19 
20 
14 



17 
16 
12 
13 
17 
25 
9 
15 
17 
22 
23 
13 
16 
11 
8 
8 
20 
13 
16 

fo 

10 

15 
20 
14 
12 
10 

12 

10 

25 

9 

9 



11 m ■ muitfitumnii 



1403 



MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY, 1776. 



1404 



County of Lincoln. agreeable to the Continental establishment to reinforce the 

Georgetown, - - - 12 Vassalborough, - - 7 Army in Canada, be forthwith complied with and that the 

Woolwich ... 6 Winslow - - - - 6 sa ' d Regiment be inlisted from the Counties of Hampshire 

Pownalborough, - - 10 Boothbay, - - - 5 and Berkshire, to continue in the service of the Unity} 

Bowdoinham - - 5 Edircombe ... 6 Colonies until the first of January next, if required thereto, 

Topsham - '- - - 8 Neiv-Castle - - - 8 and tnat tne Field-Officers be now appointed by ballot of 

Hallowell' - - -6 Bristol -'- - - 8 one House of Assembly, and concurrence, of the other, and 

Winthrop' - - - 8 Gardnerstown - - 4 when so chosen, the said officers be commissioned by the 

p frvtt ' Council, and ordered on the service of recruiting without 

"We, the subscribers, do hereby severally inlist our- Ordered, That Major Learned assist the Members from 

selves into the service of the United Colonies of America, tbe County of Berkshire in proportioning on the several 

to serve until the 1st day ot April next, if the service shall towns j n t h at County the men to be raised therein, 
require it ; and each of us do engage to furnish and carry The House eded b bal]ot t0 choose the ' rield . 

w.th us into the service, a good effect.ve fire-arm and bhan- 0fficers for th / R iment £ be raised in the Counties of 

ket (also, a good bayonet and cartndge-pouch,.fposs.ble;) H hin and Berkshire, to reinforce the Continental 

and we severally consent to be formed by such person as A ^ jn Camd ab]e t0 a Resolve of this dav and 

the General Court shall appoint, into a company of ninety unan ( mousl made c | oice of Elisha Port E Co ' lonel . 

men, including one Captain two lieutenants, one Ensign, Thomas rf m E irej Lieutenant-Colonel ; and Mr. 

four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drummer, and one Fi- Mner M Ma ; \ 

fer, to be elected by the companies ; and, when lormed, we ° ■ J 

engage to march to Head-Quarters of the American Army, . Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Colonel Orne, and Mr. Hop- 

with the utmost expedition, and to be under the command «™ s > be a Committee to bring m a Resolve for raising a 

of such field-officer, or officers, as the General Court shall Regiment in the Count.es of Hampshire and Berkshire, 

appoint ; and we further agree, during the time aforesaid, agreeable to the proportion laid on the several towns by 

to be subject to such Generals as are, or shall be appointed, the Members from those Counties, and to empower a Com- 

and to be under such regulations, in every respect, as are m 'ttee to appoint the Staff-Officers. 

provided for the Army aforesaid. Dated this Moses Gill, Esquire, brought down the following Vote 

day of A. D. 1776." of Council, viz : ......... ^ 

Thomas Cashing, Esquire, brought down the Report of °" a ™ otion ' Ordered, That John Winthrop ^Tho- 

the Committee of both Houses appointed to confer with mm Cushmg, Esquires, with such as the honourable House 

Mr. Thomas Hurling on the subject of erecting a Powder- ^ al! J°! n > be „ a Committee to take under consideration a 

Mill Stc. viz ■ Resolution of the American Congress, passed January 2d, 

That they have conferred with said Marling, who has 1776, and report. , „ c. „ , . 

viewed the Streams both at Sutton and Stoughton, and are f-^> and concurred, and Mr. Speaker, Mr. Hopkins, 

of opinion, that it will be most for the benefit of this Colony, and Mr - Cooper, are joined. 

that said Mill should be built at Stoughton. The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 

Caleb Cushing, per order. morning. 

Read, and accepted, and Mr. Gerry was appointed to 
bring in a Resolve accordingly. Saturday, January 20, 1776. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 7 Ma J or ?««"*, Wells was returned a Member from SMl- 

his Excellency General Washington, and several copies of burne > and made his first "i'P^nce in the House, 
Letters relative to the death of General Montgomery, the Two Accounts of the Honourable John Adams^Esqu'ue, 

wounding Colonel Arnold, and the late unsuccessful as- of his expenses at Philadelphia, and also, of going to and 

sault upon the City of Quebeck, with Minutes of a Coun- returning from that place. Read, and committed to Cap- 

cil of War held at Head-Quarters in Cambridge, January tain Stone, Major Moody, and Mr. Hale. 
18th current. Colonel Thompson was directed, to alter with a pen the 

Ordered, That Major Sewall, Doctor Rice., and Mr. d ate of the Resolve for procuring Hay, which was printed 

Woodbridge, be a Committee to proportion on the several this day, from the 16th to the 20th .instant". 
Towns in the County of York the men to be raised in that A Petition of Philip Hodgkins, setting forth the cruel 

County. treatment he met with from Colonel Cargill, and praying 

Moses Gill, Esquire, brought down the Proclamation pre- the consideration of the Court. Read, and committed to 

pared agreeable to order by a Committee of both Houses. the Committee appointed to consider the Letter from Mr. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry bring in a Resolve for rais- Samuel Jordan, brought down yesterday, 
ing a Regiment of seven hundred and twenty-eight men, It was moved, that a bounty should be given to the Re- 
including officers, in the Counties of Hampshire and Berk- giment which is to be raised in the Counties of Hampshire 
shire, to go into Canada, agreeable to General Washing- and Berkshire, to reinfore the Army at Canada, 
ton's Letter, and for the appointment of Field-Officers for _ — 

said Regiment, agreeable to the method pointed out in the Afternoon. 

Militia Bill. ~ The House considered the expediency of paying a bounty 

Ordered, That the Members from the Counties afore- to the Regiment to be raised in the Counties of Hampshire 

said forthwith prepare a list of Field-Officers for said Re- and Berkshire, to reinforce the Army at Canada. 
giment, and lay the same on the table. On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Major Haw- 

Mr. Gerry, agreeable to order, reported the following %> Deacon Rawson, Colonel Cushing, and Mr, Cooper, 

Resolve, viz: Read, and accepted. be a Committee to confer with his Excellency General 

Resolved, That the Committee lately appointed for Washington at large, on the subject of raising a Regiment 
erecting a Powder-Mill for this Colony be, and they hereby for reinforcing the Army in Canada. 
are directed to cause the same to be built at Stoughton, Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
Without delay, and to exert themselves for executing this desiring them to send down his Excellency General Wash- 
most important and necessary business in preference to ington's Letter, relative to the raising a Regvrffent to go 
every other engagement which they may be at present into Canada. 

under to this Court, and to cause the same to be constructed Walter Spooner, Esquire, brought it down accordingly. 
in such manner as shall appear to them most advanta- A Petit ; on of Jomthan Hastings, representing tha°t he 

S eou3, some time since preferred a Petition to this Court, praying 

Mr. Gerry, agreeable to order, reported the following that compensation might be made him for !iis_time and 

Resolve. Read, and accepted, viz: trouble, for the accommodation of Officers, and others, at 

Resolved, That the request of his Excellency General the battle of Lexington and Charlesiown, Sic, which Pe- 

Washington, relative to raising one Regiment, to consist of tilion being mislaid, he again prays consideration of his 

seven hundred and twenty-eight men, including officers, Account. Read, and ordered_to lie. 
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Ordered, That the following gentlemen be a Commit- 
tee to see that the men proportioned on the Counties here- 
after mentioned, be immediately raised, viz : 
Suffolk: Mr. Guild, Colonel Love)], Colonel Mcintosh. 
Essex: Mr. Phillips, Mr. Jewett, Mr. Hopkins, Major 

Cross. 
Middlesex: Colonel Spaulding, Major Brooks, Colonel 

Perry, Captain Sartle, Mr. Bryant. 
Plymouth : Captain Cushing, Colonel Cushing, Captain 

White. 
Barnstable : Colonel Otis, Colonel Cobb. 
Bristol: Captain Hodges, Mr. Starkweather, Doctor Bay- 
lies. 
Worcester: Captain Parker, Mr. Fessenden, Mr. Allen, 

Mr. Rice, Colonel Hill. 
York: Colonej Sawyer, Mr. Sullivan, Major Goodwin. 
Lincoln: Captain Howard, Colonel Jones. 
Cumberland: Mr. Fabyan, Mr. Cutter. 

Ordered, That Mr. Stor y bring in a Resolve expressing 
the commission and business of the above Committee. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
Mr. Benjamin Fessenden, dated "Sandwich, January 13," 
relative to a sloop's sailing to the West-Indies, contrary to 
the Resolution of the Continental Congress, said to be 
owned by Solomon Nye, of Falmouth, with a Vote of a 
number of members of the Committee of Correspondence 
of said Sandwich concerning that matter. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Davis, Mr. Story, and 
Colonel Thompson. 

Ordered, That Mr. Lincoln, Mr. Ingalls, Captain 
Thatcher, Colonel Cushing, Colonel Otis, Major Good- 
win, Captain Ward, Colonel Godfrey, Colonel Thomp- 
son, and Doctor Bice, be a Committee to divide the men 
that are to be raised for a temporary reinforcement of the 
American Army into Regiments. 

Ordered, That the Clerk get a Notification inserted in 
the next Monday's Paper, for calling in the absent Mem- 
bers. 

Ordered, That Captain Knoivles consider the state of 
the two Companies stationed at Martha's Vineyard, with 
respect to Powder, and report what is proper to be done. 

The House then adjourned till twelve o'clock, to-mor- 
row. 

Sabbath-Day, January 21, 1776. 

The House met at twelve o'clock, according to ad- 
journment. 

The Committee appointed to confer with General Wash- 
ington on the subject of raising men to go into Canada, 
reported verbally, that his Excellency was of opinion it 
would not be expedient to pay a bounty to them. 

On a motion, Bcsohed, That there be advanced to the 
non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers of the Regiment 
to be raised for a reinforcement of the Army in Canada, 
one month's Pay, over and above that which will be paid 
to them by his Excellency General Washington. 

The Committee appointed to divide into Regiments the 
four thousand three hundred and sixty-eight men to be 
raised from the Militia in this Colony, to serve in the Ame- 
rican Army before Boston, reported. Read, and recom- 
mitted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker and Mr. Cooper be of the 
Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for raising the 
Regiment to go into Canada. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
informing them that this House has nothing special to lay 
before them at this time, but propose to adjourn to four 
o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Then the House adjourned to four o'clock. 

The House met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for 
raising the Regiment to go into Canada, reported. Read, 
and accepted. 

Whereas, it is of very great importance to our brethren, 
the inhabitants of Canada, and to the inhabitants of the 
United Colonies, especially to the western and northern 
Counties thereof, that the advantages gained under the 
smiles of Providence by the American arms,' during the 



year last past, over the Ministerial forces in Canada, should 
be maintained, and the remainder of them there effectually 
subdued, as well as the rights and liberties of our brethren 
in that Colony secured : And whereas, his Excellency Ge- 
neral Washington has applied to each of the Colonies of 
Connecticut, New- Hampshire, and Massachusetts-Bay, 
severally, to furnish a Regiment, consisting of seven hun- 
dred and twenty-eight men, including officers, to be raised 
with all possible despatch, on the American establishment, 
and to serve the United Colonies until the first, day of 7a- 
nuary next, if required thereto : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That a Regiment, consisting 
of seven hundredand twenty-eight men, be raised, for the 
purpose aforesaid, in the Counties of Hampshire and Berk- 
shire, and to be under the command of Elisha Porter, Esq., 
as Colonel ; Thomas Williams, Esq., as Lieytenjjnt-Cojo- 
nel ; and Abner Morgan, Esq., as Major ; who have been 
unanimously chosen by the General Court of this Colony 
to those offices, respectively. And that the commanding 
officer of each company of Militia in the towns of the said 
Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, hereafter mention- 
ed, chosen agreeable to the direction of the Provincial 
Congress, be, and hereby is directed to cause his compa- 
ny, without delay, to be mustered, and that, out of the 
company or companies in such town, they cause Jo be, vo- 
luntarily inlisted the number of effective men herein affixed 
to such town, respectively, to serye the United Colonies 
on the Continental establishment, and under their Generals, 
until the first day of January next, if the service shall re- 
quire it. And that each officer and soldier shall be allow- 
ed and paid for their service, respectively, the same sum, 
by the calendar month, as is allowed to other officers and 
soldiers in the establishment aforesaid, the time of service 
to be computed from the time of his inlistment or entering 
the same, to the time of his discharge, and allowing suffi- 
cient time for his return home ; that is to say, accounting 
one day for every twenty miles' march ; also, one penny 
per mile, to compensate his expenses on his march to and 
from the camp, for so many miles as he shall bear his tra- 
velling expenses in the march aforesaid. And each non- 
commissioned officer and soldier shall be allowed a blanket, 
or twelve shillings to pay for the same if he finds it himself. 

And whereas, the season is severe, and the service both 
important and necessary: 

It is further Resolved, As a further encouragement to 
such non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers as shall ap- 
pear to inlist for the succour of their brethren in Canada, 
and for the defence and support of the just cause of America 
on this occasion, that, in addition to one month's advance 
wages to be paid them by his Excellency General Washing- 
ton, there shall be paid them, also, out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony, one other month's advance wages, upon 
their passing muster, by a Mustermaster to be appointed by 
his Excellency, in full confidence that the justice of the 
Congress will order the same to be reimbursed. And the 
Treasurer is hereby ordered to pay the sum of thirteen 
hundred and ninety-eight Pounds eight Shillings to Colonel 
Porter, for that purpose, he to be accountable to this Court 
for the same. 

And the Selectmen, and Committees of Correspondence 
and Safety of each of said towns, are requested, without 
fail, to afford their immediate assistance, fully to effect this 
business with the utmost despatch, as they regard their 
country's and their own safety and welfare. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Captains, Subal- 
terns, and non-Commissioned Officers of the several com-_ 
panics, shall be chosen by the companies, respectively, 
from those inlisted, or others, and commissioned by the 
Council, and that the Committee appointed by this Court, 
in conjunction with the Field-Officers aforesaid, distribute, 
the men inlisted as aforesaid, into companies. 



For the 


County of Berkshire. 


Sheffield, - - 


- 24 Hopeland and Glass- 


Sandisfield, - - 


- 11 works, - - - - 9 


New-Marlborough, 


- 16 Pittsfield, - - - - 21 


Egremont, - - 


- 11 Hartwood, - - - 8 


Great-Barrington, 


- 15 Lanesborough, - - 19 


Alford, - - - 


- 7 Partridgefield, - - 8 


Tyringham, - - 


- 13 Gageborough, - - 8 


Stockbridge, 


- 12 Jericho, ■- ■ - - - 8 
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• West-Stpckbridge, - 7 New-Providence, - 10 

Richmond, - - - 13 Williamstown, - - 14 

Lenox, - - - - 13 East-Hoosick, - - 9 

. Becket, - - - - 9 Loudon, - - - 5 
County of Hampshire. 

Springfield, - - - 19 South-Brimfield, - - 10 

" Wilbraham, - - - 11 Monson, - - - - 8 

West-Springfield, - 21 Pelham, - - - - 12 

Northampton, - - 23 Greenwich, - - - 9 

Southampton, - - 9 Blanford, - - - - 10 

Westfield, - - - 18 Leverett, .... 5 

Southwick, - - - 9 Palmer, - - - - 11 

Hadley, - - - - 10 Granville,- - - - 13 

■ Souih-Hadley, - - 9 New-Salem, - - - 12 

Amherst, - - - - 14 Belcbertown,- - - 12 

Granby, - - - - 7 Colerain, - - - - 10 

Hatfield, - - - - 10 Ware, 7 

Whately, - - - - 6 Warwick, - - - 6 

Williamsburgh, - - 7 Barnardston, - - - 9 

Deerfield,- - - - 13 Murrayfield, - - - 6 

Greenfield, - - - 11 Charlemont, - - - 7 

Shelburne, - - - 10 Ashfield, .... 8 

Conway, - - - - 12 Worthington, - - - 8 

Sunderland, - - - 7 Shutesbury, - - - 9 

Montague, - - - 9 Ludlow, - - - - 5 

Northfield, - - - 10 Norwich, - - - - 4 

Brimrield, - - - 13 Chesterfield, - - - 12 

Mr. Story, agreeable to order, reported. Read, and 
accepted. 

Whereas, this Court, at the request of his Excellency 
General Washington, have thought it necessary that a 
temporary reinforcement of the Army should be made with 
all possible despatch, and, to effect the same, have propor- 
tioned among the several towns in this Colony such a num- 
ber of men as they apprehend each town ought to raise, 
upon the present emergency ; and (A) whereas, this Court, 
That the men agreed to be furnished by this Colony should 
be raised with all expedition, (B) have appointed a Com- 
mittee out of each County to assist in raising the men, and 
forming them, when raised, into companies, which Com- 
mittee are as follows, viz: 

For the County of Suffolk : Mr. Guild, Colonel Lovell, 

Colonel Mcintosh. 
Essex: Mr. Phillips, Mr. Jewett, Mr. Hopkins, Major 

Cross. 
Middlesex: Colonel Spaulding, Major Brooks, Colonel 

Perry, Captain Sartle, Mr. Bryant. 
Plymouth : Captain Cushing, Colonel Cushing, Captain 

White, of Middlcborough. 
Barnstable : Colonel Otis, Colonel Cobb. 
Bristol: Captain Hodges, Mr. Starkweather, Doctor 

Baylies. 
Worcester : Captain Parker, Mr. Fessenden, Mr. Allen, 

Mr. Rice, Colonel Hill. 
York: Colonel Sayer, Mr. Sullivan, Major Goodwin. 
Cumberland : Mr. Fabyan, Captain Cutter. 
Lincoln: Captain Howard, Colonel Jones. 

Therefore, Besolved, That the persons aforenamed, for 
each of the several Counties aforesaid, be, and they hereby 
are directed to use their utmost endeavours with the Com- 
mittees of Correspondence and Safety, and Selectmen of 
each town, to have the several proportions of men affixed 
to each town in their several Counties raised with all pos- 
sible expedition, and, when raised, to form them into Com- 
panies of ninety men each, including officers, and, as soon 
as each Company has chosen their several officers, that 
they cause them to march forthwith to the camp at Cam- 
bridge or Roxbury, as his Excellency General Washington 
shall direct. 

Ordered, That the following gentlemen be a Commit- 
tee to see that the men to be raised from the Counties of 
Hampshire and Berkshire be divided into Companies, and 
equipped with all expedition, viz: 

For the County of Hampshire: Colonel Field, Mr. 
Dickenson, Major Pyncheon, Major Ely, Major Bliss, and 
Colonel Howe. 

For the County of Berkshire : Doctor Whiting, Cap- 
tain Goodrich, and Major Smith. 

Ordered, TJiat Colonel Otis get four hundred of the 



Resolves, which respect the raising six Regiments to serve 
in the Continental Army before Boston, immediately print- 
ed, and to see that the press is corrected, and the Form for 
Inlistment printed on one side by itself. 

Ordered, That Captain Brown, of Watertown, get one 
hundred of the Resolves which respect the raising a Regi- 
ment in Hampshire and Berkshire, printed as soon as pos- 
sible, and to see that the press is corrected, and that the 
following Form of an Inlistment be printed on one side by 
itself, and when printed to deliver the same to the Com- 
mittee above-mentioned. 

Form of an Inlistment. 

" We, the subscribers, do hereby severally inlist ourselves 
into the service of the United American Colonies, until the 
1st day of January next, if the service should require it; 
and each of us do engage to furnish and carry with us into 
the service aforesaid, a good effective fire-arm and blanket ; 
(also, a good bayonet, cartridge-pouch, and a hatchet, or 
tomahawk, or cutting-sword, if possible ;) and we severally 
consent to be formed by such person, or persons, as the 
General Court shall appoint, into a company of ninety 
men, including one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, 
four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drum, and one Fife, 
to be elected by the company, and commissionated by the 
Council, and when formed, we engage to march into Ca- 
nada, with the utmost expedition, and to be under such 
Field-Officers as the General Court have appointed, or 
shall appoint ; and we further agree, during the time afore- 
said, to be subject to such Generals, or superior officers, 
as are or shall be appointed, and to be under such regu- 
lations in every respect as are provided for the Army 
aforesaid. 

" Dated the of A. D. 1776." 

Major Haivley brought in a Resolve for removing the 
concern and uneasiness of some people in the Colony on 
account of the establishment of wages to be paid to the 
Officers in the American Army. 

Read, and Ordered, That Mr. Gardner, Deacon Raw- 
son, and Deacon Nichols, be a Committee to inquire into 
the truth of the facts therein stated. 

Whereas, it is of great importance that the Regiment to 
be raised by this Colony to serve the United Colonies in 
Canada, should be inlisted and marched with the utmost 
despatch, and the appointment of the Staff Officers by this 
Court, and making commissions to Captains and Subalterns 
for said Regiment may occasion delay : 

Resolved, That the Field-Officers of the Regiment, 
together with Major Vyncheon, Major Ely, Colonel Field, 
Mr. Dickenson, Major Bliss, Colonel Howe, Doctor Whi- 
ting, Captain Goodrich, and Major Smith, or the major 
part of them be, and they hereby are appointed a Com- 
mittee to appoint a Quartermaster, an Adjutant, a Chap- 
lain, Surgeon, and Surgeon's Mate for said Regiment; and 
the honourable Board are hereby empowered to deliver to 
said Committee five blank warrants for the said Staff Offi- 
cers, also, a sufficient number of blank commissions fox 
the Captains and Subalterns aforesaid, signed. And the 
said Committee are directed to fill up the said blank com- 
missions with the names of such commissioned officers a<i 
the Companies shall, respectively, choose. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Resolve reported 
this afternoon by Mr. Story, with the following Vote of 
Council, viz: 

In Council, January 21, 1776: Read, and concurred 
with the amendment, viz: Dele from A to B. 

Read, and concurred. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Monday, January 22, 1776. 

An engrossed Bill, intituled, "An Act for forming and 
regulating the Militia within the Colony of the Massachu- 
setts-Bay, in Neio-England, and for repealing all the laws 
heretofore made for that purpose." 

Read, and Resolved, That it pass to be enacted. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
the publick Treasury, to Elisha Porter, Esq., for the use 
of Carmi Wright, the sum of two Pounds five Shillings, in 
full for a Gun lost in the battle at Charlestovm, the 17th 
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June last, (A,) and Henry Gardner, Esq., is directed to 
pay the same accordingly. (B.) 

Whereas, Joseph Trumbull, Esq., Commissary-General 
of the Continental Arrny, has applied to Henry Gardner, 
Esq., Treasurer of this Colony, for the loan of two thou- 
sand Pounds, to enable him, in his said capacity, to make 
provision for the Troops marching into Canada, to suc- 
cour and recruit the Army there ; and it appears to this 
Court that it be necessary to advance the service that the 
Treasurer should comply with his request: 

Therefore, Resolved, That Henry Gardner, Esq., Trea- 
surer of this Colony be, and he hereby is empowered to 
advance out of the Treasury two thousand Pounds to 
Joseph Trumbull, Esq., taking his obligation for the repay- 
ment of the same on demand. 

Whereas, this Court, at the request of his Excellency 
General Washington, have ordered that a Regiment should 
be raised in the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, to 
reinforce the Army in Canada, with all possible despatch, 
and to effect the same, have proportioned among the several 
towns in those Counties such a number of men as they 
apprehend each town ought to raise, and have appointed a 
Committee out of each County to assist in raising the men, 
and forming them, when raised, into Companies, viz : Major 
Pyncheon, Ma.pt Ely, Colonel Field, Mr. Dickenson, Ma- 
jor Bliss, and Colonel Howe, for the County of Hamp- 
shire; and Doctor Whiting, Captain Goodrich, and Major 
Smith, for the County of Berkshire: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Committee be, and 
they are hereby directed to use their utmost endeavours 
with the Field-Officers of the Regiments to be raised as 
aforesaid, and the Committees of Correspondence and 
Safety, and the Selectmen of each town within their re- 
spective Counties, to have the several proportions of men 
affixed to each town therein, raised with all possible expe- 
dition, and, when raised, to form them into Companies of 
ninety men each, including officers, and as soon as each 
Company have chosen their several officers, that they cause 
them to march forthwith into Canada. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story bring in a Resolve for paying 
to the order of Colonel Porter, the sum of one hundred 
Pounds, for procuring necessaries for the Regiment to be 
raised for reinforcing the Army in Canada. 

Mr. Story agreeable to order, reported. Read, and 
accepted. 

Whereas, it has been represented to this Court, that 
sundry articles are necessary to be procured to supply the 
Regiment agreed to be raised to march into Canada; and 
as the Quartermaster-General has no money in his hands 
at present sufficient to advance for that purpose : 

Therefore, Resolved, That there be allowed and paid 
out of the publick Treasury of this Colony to Elisha Por- 
ter, Esq., the sum of one hundred Pounds, to enable him 
to purchase such articles as are necessary for the men that 
are to be under his command, to proceed to Canada, he, 
the said Porter, leaving with the Treasurer an order on the 
Quartermaster-General of the Army for the amount of said 
sum. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Blankets that were 
provided by order of this Court, in the Countiesof Hamp- 
shire and Berkshire, for supply of the Army, be delivered 
to the said Porter, for the use of his Regiment, he paying 
unto the Treasurer of this Colony the amount of what the 

said Blankets cost. 

Afternoon. 
On a motion, Ordered, That Mr Story, Mr. Cooper, 
Captain Batchelder, Mr. Mills, and Mr. Nye, be a Com- 
mittee to revise the several Resolves of this Court rela- 
tive to Saltpetre, and report what is proper further to be 
done. 

Ordered, That Major Ely, Captain Brown, of Water- 
town, and Major Brooks, be a Committee to make an ex- 
periment of the Powder which was manufactured at Wey- 
mouth, from Saltpetre made in this Colony, and brought 
to the House by Colonel Lovell, and that Colonel Lovell 
attend them in making the experiment. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer be directed to pay the 
two thousand Pounds which the Court have this day re- 
solved to lend Joseph Trumbull, Esquire, Commissary- 
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General of the Continental Army, in Continental Bills, if 
said Trumbull should desjre it. 

The House considered the List of Fees for the Courts of 
Admiralty, and ordered that it be recommitted ; and Mr. 
Story and Captain Batchelder were added to the Com- 
mittee, in the room of Mr. Jewett and Mr. Perry, absent. 

Resolved, That the Men ordered by this Court to be 
raised from the Militia in this Colony, to serve in the Ame~ 
rican Army until the 1st day of April next, be divided 
into Regiments, as follows, viz : 

460 Suffolk, and ) 6 98 for one Regiment. 
238 York, J ° 

830 for another Regiment. 



830 Essex, 
472 Plymouth, and 
260 Barnstable, 
749 Worcester, 
509 Bristol, and 
180 Cumberland, 
571 Middlesex, 
99 Lincoln, 



732 for another Regiment, 
749 for another Regiment. 
689 for another Regiment. 

670 for another Regiment. 
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4,368 
Resolved, That ten o'clock, to-morrow, A. M., be as- 
signed for the choice of Field and Staff-Officers for the six 
Regiments to be raised from the Militia in this Colony, to 
serve in the Continental Army before Boston, till the 1st 
of April; and that such Officers be chosen agreeable to 
the method pointed out in the Militia Bill. 

Major Hatvley, by leave of the House, brought in the 
following Resolve. Read, and accepted : 

Whereas, a certain Act, intituled " An Act for establish- 
ing and regulating the Fees of the several Officers within 
this Province hereafter mentioned," made and passed at 
the session of the Great and General Court of this Colony, 
begun and held at Boston, in the County of Suffolk, upon 
Wednesday, the 6th day of January, 1773, expired on the 
last day of October last, and at present there is no Act or 
laws of this Colony now in force for establishing and regu- 
lating the fees of the several officers in the said Act men- 
tioned, excepting a certain Act made and passed in the 
fourth year of the reign of William and Mary, King and 
Queen, entitled " An Act for regulating Fees," which last- 
mentioned Act has, by divers temporary Acts, from time 
to lime, been superseded and suspended as insalutary, and 
the fees thereby settled and established appear to be, in 
mnny instances, extravagant and unreasonable: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That henceforward, until the 
further order of the General Court, it shall be lawful for 
all Officers named and mentioned in the Act first above 
mentioned to take and receive, for the several services 
therein specified, such and no higher Fees than the Fees, 
or sums of Money, specified in the said first-mentioned Act, 
and be subject to the pains and penalties there provided 
for the offences against the same. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Tuesday, January 23, 1776. 

The Committee appointed to make an experiment of 
some Powder which was manufactured at Weymouth, from 
Saltpetre made in this Colony, reported, that they hadi 
effectually proved the same, and found it very good ; and' 
at the same time laid on the table two flatted leaden balls 
which were discharged from a small-arm, loaded with two» 
inches of powder, into a tough white-oak tree, at the dis- 
tance of eight rods, which penetrated the tree two inches. 

The Members were called in. 

The House considered and passed upon the Proclamation 
brought down the 19th instant, viz: 

By the Great and General Court of the Colony of Mas- 
sac husetts-Bay : — A Proclamation. 

The frailty of human nature, the wants of individuals,, 
and the numerous dangers which surround them through 
the course of life, have, in all ages, and in every country,, 
impelled them to form Societies and establish Governments. 

As the happiness of the People is the sole end of Gc- 
verment, so the consent of the People is the only founda- 
tion of it, in reason, morality, and the natural fitness of 
things ; and, therefore, every act of Government, every 



1411 



MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY, 1776. 



1412 



exercise of sovereignly, against, or without the consent of 
the People, is injustice, usurpation, and tyranny. 

It is ti maxim, that in every Government there must ex- 
ist, somewhere, a supreme, sovereign, absolute, and uncon- 
trollable power; but this power resides always in the body 
•of the people, and it never was, nor can be delegated to 
one man, or a few; the great Creator having never given 
\o men a right to vest others with authority over them, un- 
limited either in duration or degree. 

When Kings, Ministers, Govemours or Legislators, there- 
fore, instead of exercising the powers intrusted with them, 
according to the principles, forms, and proportions stated 
by the Constitution, and established by the original com- 
pact, prostitute those powers to the purposes of oppression ; 
to subvert, instead of supporting a free Constitution ; to 
destroy, instead of preserving the lives, liberties, and pro- 
perties of the people, they are no longer to be deemed 
Magistrates vested with a sacred character, but become 
publick enemies, and ought to be resisted. 

The Administration of Great Britain, despising equal- 
ly the justice, humanity, and magnanimity of their ancestors, 
and the rights, liberties, and courage of Americans, have, 
for a course of years, laboured to establish a sovereignty in 
America, not founded in the consent of the people, but in 
the mere will of persons a thousand leagues from us, whom 
we know not, and have endeavoured to establish this sove- 
reignty over us, against our consent, in all cases whatso- 
ever. 

The Colonies, during this period, have recurred to every 
peaceable resource in a free Constitution, by Petitions and 
Remonstrances, to obtain justice ; which has been not only 
denied to them, but they have been treated with unexam- 
pled indignity and contempt ; and at length, open war of 
the most atrocious, cruel, and sanguinary kind has been 
commenced against them. To this, an open, manly, and 
successful resistance has hitherto been made. Thirteen 
Colonies are now (irmly united in the conduct of this most 
just and necessary war, under the wise councils of their 
Congress. 

It is the will of Providence, for wise, righteous, and gra- 
cious ends, that this Colony should have been singled out 
by the enemies of America, as the first object both of their 
envy and their revenge ; and after having been made the 
subject of several merciless and vindictive statutes, one of 
which was intended to subvert our Constitution by Char- 
ter, is made the seat of war. 

No effectual resistance to the system of tyranny prepa- 
red for us could be made, without either instant recourse to 
arms, or a temporary suspension of the ordinary powers of 
Government and tribunals of justice : to the last of which 
evils, in hopes of a speedy reconciliation with Great Bri- 
tain, upon equitable terms, the Congress advised us to sub- 
mit ; and mankind has seen a phenomenon, without exam- 
ple in the political world, a large and populous Colony 
subsisting in great decency and order, for more than a year, 
under such suspension of Government. 

But as our enemies have proceeded to such barbarous 
extremities, commencing hostilities upon the good people 
of this Colony, and with unprecedented malice exerting 
their power to spread the calamities of fire, sword, and fa- 
mine through the land, and no reasonable prospect remains 
of a speedy reconciliation with Great-Britain, the Con-" 
gress have resolved, " that no obedience being due to the 
Act of Parliament for altering the Charter of the Colony 
of Massachusetts-Bay, nor to a Governour or Lieutenant- 
Governour, who will not observe the directions of, but en- 
deavour to subvert that Charier; the Governour and Lieu- 
tenant-Governour of that Colony are to be considered as 
absent, and their offices vacant ; and as there is no Council 
there, and inconveniences arising from the supension of the 
powers of Government, are intolerable especially at a time 
when General Gage hath actually levied war, and is carry- 
ing on hostilities against his Majesty's peaceable and loyal 
subjects of that Colony ; that, in order to conform as near 
as may be to the spirit and substance of the Charter, it be 
recommended to the Provincial Convention to write letters 
to the inhabitants of the several places which are entitled 
to representation in Assembly, requesting them to choose 
such Representatives; and that the Assembly when cho- 
sen, do elect Counsellors; and that such Assembly and 
Council exercise the powers. of Government until a Gover- 



nour of His Majesty's appointment will consent to govern 
the Colony according to its Charter." 

In pursuance of which advice the good people of this 
Colony have chosen a full and free representation of them- 
selves, who, being convened in Assembly, have elected a 
Council, who, as the Executive branch of Government, 
have constituted necessary officers through the Colony. 
The present generation, therefore, may be congratulated 
on the acquisition of a form of Government more immedi- 
ately, in all its branches, under the influence and control 
of the people; and, therefore, more free and happy than 
was enjoyed by their ancestors. But as a Government so 
popular can be supported only by universal knowledge and 
virtue in the body of the people, it is the duty of all ranks! 
to promote the means of education for the rising generation , 
as well as true religion, purity of manners, and integrity of 
life, among all orders and degrees. 

As an Army has become necessary for our defence, and 
in all free states the civil must provide for and control the 
military power, the major part of the Council have ap- 
pointed Magistrates and Courts of Justice in every County, 
whose happiness is so connected with that of the people, 
that it is difficult to suppose they can abuse their trust. 
The business of it is to see those laws enforced which are 
necessary for the preservation of peace, virtue, and good 
order. And the Great and General Court expects and re- 
quires, that all necessary support and assistance be given, 
and all proper obedience yielded to them ; and will deem 
every person who shall fail of his duty in this respect to- 
wards them, a disturber of the peace of this Colony, and 
deserving of examplary punishment. 

That piety and virtue, which alone can secure the free- 
dom of any people, may be encouraged, and vice and im- 
morality suppressed, the Great and General Court have 
thought fit to issue this Proclamation, commanding and en- 
joining it upon the good people of this Colony, that they 
lead sober, religious, and peaceable lives ; avoiding all blas- 
phemies, contempt of the Holy Scriptures, and of the 
Lord's Day, and all other crimes and misdemeanors ; afl 
debauchery, profaneness, corruption, venality, all riotous 
and tumultuous proceedings, and all immoralities whatso- 
ever; and that they decently and reverently attend the 
publick worship of God, at all times acknowledging with 
gratitude His merciful interposition in their behalf, devout- 
ly confiding in Him as the God of Armies, by whose favour 
and protection alone they may hope for success, in their 
present conflict. 

And all Judges, Justices, Sheriffs, Grand Jurors, Tyth- 
ingmen, and all other civil officers within this Colony, are 
hereby strictly enjoined and commanded that they contri- 
bute all in their power, by their advice, exertions, and ex- 
amples, towards a general reformation of manners; and that 
they bring to condign punishment every person who shall 
commit any of the crimes or misdemeanors aforesaid, or that 
shall be guilty of any immoralities whatever ; and that they 
use their utmost endeavours to have the Resolves of the 
Congress, and the good and wholesome laws of this Colony 
duly carried into execution. 

And as the Ministers of the Gospel within this Colony 
have, during the late relaxation of the powers of civil Go- 
vernment, exerted themselves for our safety, it is hereby 
recommended to them, still to continue their virtuous 
labours for the good of the people, inculcating by their pub- 
lick ministry and private example, the necessity of religion, 
morality, and good order. 

In Council, January 19, 1776 : Ordered, That the fore- 
going Proclamation be read at the opening of every Supe- 
rior Court of Judicature, &,c, and Inferior Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, and Court of General Session for the Peace, 
within this Colony, by their respective Clerks and at the 
Annual Town-Meetings in March, in each Town. 

And it is hereby recommended to the several Ministers 
of the Gospel throughout this Colony, to read the same in 
their respective Assemblies on the Lord's Day next after 
their receiving it, immediately after Divine service. 

Read, and concurred. 

Charles Chauncy, Esquire, brought down the following 
Papers, viz : 

A Report of the Committee of both Houses on the Pe- 
tition of Thomas Russell. 
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A Report of the Committee of both Houses appointed 
to consider the propriety of commissionating such Captains 
and Lieutenants as marched, and joined the Continental 
Army from the Militia in this Colony, &c, and, 

A Report of the Committee of both Houses on the Pe- 
tition of Joseph Deane. 

Moses Gill, Esquire, brought down the Report of a 
Committee appointed to consider a plan for fitting out 
Armed Vessels, with the following Vote of Council there- 
on, viz: 

In, Council, January 23, 1776 : Ordered, That Tho- 
mas Cushing, Esquire, be of the aforesaid Committee on the 
part of the Board, in the room of John Adams, Esquire, 
who is absent. 

Read, and concurred. 

Ordered, That Deacon Codding, Colonel Thompson, 
and Major Lock, be a Committee to count and sort the 
votes for Officers of the Six Regiments to be raised to join 
the Army before Boston. 

On a motion, Voted, That this last Order, as also the 
Vote of yesterday for choosing such Officers agreeable 
to the method pointed out in the Militia Bill, be reconsi- 
dered, and that they be chosen by nomination. 

The House then proceeded to the choice of Field and 
Staff-Officers for the Six Regiments to be raised from the 
Militia in this Colony, to serve in the American Army be- 
fore Boston till the first day of April next, and the follow- 
ing gentlemen were accordingly chosen, viz : 

For the Suffolk and York Regiment. 

Lemuel Robinson, Colonel ; Noah Moulton Littlefield, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; James Melcalf, Major; Rev. David 
Sandford, Chaplain; Captain Sabin Mann, Adjutant; 
John Grant, Quartermaster; Doctor Nathaniel Ames, Sur- 
geon; Elisha Pond, Jun., Surgeon's Mate. 

For the Essex Regiment. 

Ipswich, Isaac Smith, Colonel. 

Beverly, Henry Herrick, Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Salisbury, Joseph Page, Major. 

Andover, John Peabody, Jun., Adjutant. 

Haverhill, James Bricket, Surgeon. 

Ipswich, Reverend John Cleveland, Chaplain. 

Boxford, Benjamin Foster, Quartermaster. 

Samuel Hezzletine, Surgeon's Mate. 

For the Plymouth and Barnstable Regiment. 
Bridgewater, Simon Cary, Colonel. 
Falmouth, Barachiah Basset, Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Sciluate, William Turner, Major. 
Chatham, Thomas Hamilton, Adjutant. 
Plymouth, Andrew Campbell, Quartermaster. 
Bridgewater, John Shaw, Jun., Chaplain. 
Wareham, Andrew Mackay, Surgeon. 
Harwich, Nathaniel Hall, Surgeon's Mate. 

For the Worcester Regiment. 

Harvard, Josiah Whitney, Colonel. 
Western, Danforth Keys, Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Sutton, Jonathan Holman, Major. 
Leominster William Warner, Adjutant. 
Rutland, Caleb Clap, Quartermaster. 
Grafton, Timothy Daling, Surgeon. 
Rutland, Spencer Field, Surgeon's Mate. 
Reverend Elisha Fish, Chaplain. 

For the Bristol and Cumberland Regiment. 
Jacob French, Colonel ; Thomas Kempton, Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; Nathaniel Jordan, Major ; Archibald Campbell, 
Chaplain ; Daniel Hathaway, Surgeon ; Nathaniel Cook, 
Surgeon's Mate ; Thomas Berry, Adjutant ; Jacob Fuller, 
Quartermaster. 

For the Middlesex and Lincoln Regiment. 

John Robertson, Colonel ; Michael Jackson, Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; Samuel McCobb, Major ; Joseph Thaxtcr, Chap- 
lain ; Nathaniel Sloiv, Quartermaster; Jabez Brown, Adju- 
tant ; Asaph Fletcher, Surgeon ; Dr. Little, of Westford, 
Surgeon's Mate. 

Ordered, That Mr. Baldwin go out to the County of 
Worcester to promote the Levies in that County, in the 
room of Mr. Allen excused. 



Afternoon. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to know if they have passed upon the Resolve of this House 
for confining Doctor Gclston. 

Joseph Palmer, Esquire, brought down the Resolve of 
the House for confining Doctor Gelston, with the follow- 
ing Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, January 22, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
and the Board having reconsidered their former Vote, pass- 
ed the following Resolve, viz : 

That the said Samuel Gelston be sent to the Town of 
Groton, in the County of Middlesex, and that he give bond, 
with two good sureties, to the Treasurer of this Colony, in 
the penal sum of one thousand Pounds, the condition 
whereof shall be, that he, the said Samuel, will not depart 
out of the limits of the said Town of Groton, until the fur- 
ther order of this Court, and that he will not in any wise 
assist or correspond with any of the enemies of this country, 
and that he will be of good and peaceable behaviour to- 
wards all persons who are friendly to American liberty, and 
that he will at any time appear and answer to any com- 
plaint which may be made against him, when he shall be 
thereto required by order of this Court, and that he will 
abide their order thereon. 

And on failure of the said Samuel's giving bond as afore- 
said, Resolved, That he be committed to the Jail in New- 
buryport, until the further order of this Court. 

Read, and non-concurred, and the House adhere to their 
own Vote. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Freeman bring in 
a Resolve empowering the Committee appointed to pro- 
mote Levies in the County of Barnstable, to take from the 
Elizabeth- Islands one half the men stationed there, agree- 
able to a late Resolve of this Court ; and, also, to empower 
the Committee for promoting Levies in the County of Cum- 
berland to take one Company from the four hundred men 
stationed at Falmouth. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Letter and Resolves 
received from the Continental Congress, read the 15th cur- 
rent, with the Report of the Committee of both Houses 
thereon. 

In, Council, January 23, 1776 : Read, and accepted, and 
Ordered, That the same be recorded accordingly, and the 
Committee are allowed to sit again. 

Read, and concurred. 

The House, according to the Order of the Day, consi- 
dered the Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
and report some General Rules, by which the Committee on 
Accounts shall govern themselves, in the allowance they 
shall make for service of Committees sent out from this 
Court. 

It was moved, That the last clause in the Report should 
be deled, viz : " And that the attendance of the Members 
of this Court, for their services this year, be paid by Go- 
vernment, as other charges are this year; this not to be a 
precedent for the future." And the question being put, it 
passed in the affirmative, viz: 

For the question, sixty. The number of the House 
was one hundred and one. 

It was moved, That the Committee on Accounts be in- 
structed not to pass upon the Accounts of any Committeeof 
the Court for their services, till further order of the Court ;. 
and the question being put, it passed in the negative. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Col. Orne, and 
Major Brooks, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve rela- 
tive to paying Committees of the Court for their services. 

The House then adjourned, till ten o'clock, to-morrcw 
morning. _ 

Wednesday, January 24, 1776. 

Ordered, That Mr. Brown, of Boston, Mr. Story, and 
Mr. Ellis, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for ad- 
vancing a sum of money to the gentleqien chosen to repre- 
sent this Colony at the Continental Congress.. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to desire them to send down the Resolve appointing Field 
and StafF Officers for the six Regiments to be raised for re-, 
inforcing the Army before Boston, if they have not passad; 
upon it. 



1415 



MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY, 1776. 



1416 



A Petition of John Albee, and others, Commanders of 
the several Companies of Militia and Minute-Men in the 
Town of Mendon, who marched on the alarm of the 19th 
April last, praying that they may be allowed the sum of 
■eighteen Pounds twelve Shillings and four Pence, due to 
said Companies for billeting. 

Read, and committed to the Committee on Selectmen's 
Accounts. 

Colonel Freeman, agreeable to order, reported the fol- 
lowing Resolve. Read, and accepted, (the House having 
previously voted to reconsider the vote of yesterday, for 
drawing off one Company of Sea-Coast Men from Fal- 
mouth,*) viz : 

Whereas, there are two Companies, of seventy-five men 
each, raised and stationed at the Elizabeth- Islands, by a 
former Resolve of this Court, and it being apprehended that 
one of those Companies will be sufficient to guard those 
Islands till the first day of April next ; and as it is of im- 
portance to reinforce the Continental Army before Boston 
with the greatest expedition : 

Therefore, it is Resolved, That the Committee for rais- 
ing men in the County of Barnstable, be directed to in- 
clude in the proportion of men to be raised in that County, 
one Company of the said men stationed at the Elizabeth- 
Islands aforesaid, in case they will inlist; and all such Of- 
fleers and Soldiers of them who shall inlist and engage in the 
service of the Continental Army till the said first day of 
April, shall receive the same allowance for travelling to 
and from the camp, as also the same wages, as others rais- 
ed for the purpose of reinforcing the said Continental Ar- 
my, and shall be released from their service at the said 
Elizabeth-Islands till the first day of April next, and then 
shall return to that service and establishment again : And 
if one set of Officers shall inlist one Company, of seventy- 
five men, of said Companies, stationed at said Islands, they 
shall, in that case, be the officers of that Company, and may 
fill up by inlistment the remainder of the Company, to 
make up the number of ninety men in the whole, including 
officers, and the whole of said Company shall then pro- 
ceed to the choice of an Ensign, to serve till the first day 
of April. 

And whereas, Barachiah Basset, Esq., was appointed by 
this Court as a Major to command the Forces stationed at 
the Islands aforesaid, and at Martha's Vineyard, and his 
attention to said service from this time till the first of 
April next, being thought unnecessary, and the said Bas- 
set being chosen as a Lieutenant-Colonel by this Court, 
for the Regiment to be raised in the Counties of Plymouth 
and Barnstable, to reinforce the Continental Army till the 
said first day of April : 

Therefore, it is further Resolved, That the said Rarq- 
chiah Basset, Esq., be released from his service at the said 
Islands, until the said first day of April, and thep to return 
to said station and establishment. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., came down and informed the 
House, that the honourable Board had passed upon the 
Resolve appointing Field and Staff-Officers .for the six 
Regiments to reinforce the Army before Boston, and that 
it was now in the Secretary's Office. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Captain Stone, Captain 
Smith, and Captain Batchelder, be a Committee to consi- 
der meet allowance for those gentlemen who served as 
General Officers previous to the Continental establishment 
of the Army. 

Resolved, That Major John ButrieJc, of Concord, be, 
and hereby is appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the Regi- 
ment to be raised from the Counties of Middlesex and 
Lincoln, in the room of Colonel Jackson, who has already 
joined the Army. 

The House considered the Report of the Committee of 
both Houses on the Petition of Joseph Deane, viz: 

The Committee of both Houses on the Petition of Jo- 
seph Deane, have attended that service, and having consi- 
dered the same, report the following Resolve, which is 
submitted. 

Resolved, That Joseph Deane be allowed to send the 
Brigantine, in his Petition mentioned, to the foreign West- 
Indies, in order to collect any Moneys which may be due him 
jhere, he giving bonds, with sufficient sureties, in . the sum 



of one thousand Pounds, to the Treasurer of this Colony, 
that he will not export in said Brigantine any cash, or pro- 
duce of the Colonies : 

And it is recommended to the said Joseph Deane, to pur- 
chase and return here, Arms, Ammunition, and any species 
of Military Stores enumerated in a late Resolution of the 
Congress, if there to be obtained. 

In Council, January 23, 1776 : Read, and accepted. 

Read, and concurred. 

The House considered the following Report, viz : 

The Committee appointed by both Houses to consider 
the propriety of commissionating such Captains arid Lieu- 
tenants as marched and joined the Continental Army from 
the Militia, with full Companies, in pursuance of the Re- 
solve of the General Court on the 1st day of December 
last, have attended their duty, and are of opinion, that the 
commissionating all the Captains and Lieutenants in the 
order in which they were chosen by their respective Com- 
panies, as they marched into camp, is what said Officers 
expected ; and as they have done the duty, sustained the 
office, and expect the pay due to them by the establish- 
ment of the Continental Army, your Committee conclude 
they ought to he commissionated. Therefore, beg leave 
to report a Resolve for that purpose. 

Resolved, That all the Captains and Lieutenants that 
marched into the camp as a temporary reinforcement to the 
Continental Army by older of this Court, of the 1st of last 
month, be now commissionated by the Council, agreeable 
to their several ranks, and in the order in which they were 
chosen by their respective Companies, any thing in a Re- 
solve of this Court of the 13th instant, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. And that said commissions bear date the 
10th of last month, the day on which most of them arrived 
in the camp. 

In Council, January 23, 1776 : Read, and accepted. 

Read, and concurred. 

The House considered the Report of the Committee of 
both Houses on the Petition of Thomas Russell, viz : 

Resolved, That Thomas Russell be allowed to send a 
Schooner, of which Matthew Groves is master, to the fo- 
reign West-Indies, in order to collect any Moneys which 
may be due to him there, he giving bonds, with sufficient 
sureties, in the sum of one thousand Pounds, to the Trea- 
surer of this Colony, that he will not export in said Schooner 
any cash, or produce of the Colonies. And it is hereby re- 
commended to the said Thomas Russell, to direct the mas- 
ter of said Vessel to purchase Arms, Ammunition, or any 
kind of Military Stores enumerated in a late Resolution of 
the Congress, if there to be obtained. 

In Council, January 23, 1776 : Read, and accepted. 

Read, and concurred. 

Major Haivley, agreeable to order, reported the follow- 
ing Resolve. Read, and accepted. 

Whereas, by one Resolve of this Court, passed in the 
House of Representatives on the 7th of November last, 
and concurred by the Council, directing the method of 
making up the Rolls of the service, and travel of the Mi- 
nute-Men and others, who in consequence of the alarm 
made on the 19th of April last, marched for the defence 
of the Colony against the Ministerial troops, it is, among 
other things, provided and directed that the payment of the 
contents of the said Rolls shall be stayed until the accounts 
of the Innholders and others, who afforded entertainment 
or money to bear expenses to the men borne on the said 
Rolls on their march to and from the place of rendezvous, 
should be presented and considered by this Court, aryl that 
such sums, as by this Court should be allowed on such ac- 
counts, shall be stopped and deducted out of the sums. due 
on such Rolls for the discharging such accounts ; but it 
appears that there is no direction given in the said Resolve 
for drawing out the money so stopped on such Rolls to the 
person, or towns, for whose use or benefit any sums might he 
stopped as aforesaid : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the honourable Council 
be, and hereby are empowered to make their Warrants on 
the Treasurer for the payment of all such sums allowed o.n 
such Accounts, either by this Court, or any Committee of 
the same thereunto empowered by the Court, to the per- 
son, or persons, or town, for whose use and. benefit such 
moneys were stopped on the Rolls aforesaid... . ... 
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Tlie Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for ad- 
vancing a sum of money to the gentlemen chosen to repre- 
sent this Colony at the Continental Congress reported. 

Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony, in Continental Bills, fo the Honour- 
able John Hancock, Samuel Adams, Robert Treat Paine, 
and Elbridge Gerry, Esquires, Delegates from this Colony 
in Continental Congress, the sum of one hundred and thirty 
Ponnds each, to enable the said gentlemen to defray their 
expenses, and support the dignity of their office ; they to 
be accountable to the General Court for the same. 

The Committee on the Petitions and Accounts of Se- 
lectmen and Committees for supplies to the Soldiers, Sic, 
after the battle of Lexington, reported several Resolves 
for paying the Selectmen, &tc, of the towns hereafter 
mentioned, the following sums, respectively. 

Read, and passed, viz : 
To the Selectmen of Holliston, the sum of - £61 9 
To the Committee of Supplies of Upton, - 16 12 11 
To the Selectmen of Ncw-Braintree, - - 23 15 
To Israel Nichols, Esquire, for the use of the 

Selectmen of Leominster, ----- 11182 

To the Selectmen of Lunenburgh, - - - 13 
To Mr. Israel Hobart, for the use of the Se- 
lectmen of Townsend, ------ 7 10 

To Mr. EUsha Cranson, for the use of the 

Selectmen of Ashjield, ------ 390 

To the Selectmen of Bellingham, - - - 7 3 4 
To the Selectmen of Athol, ----- 16 8 3 

To the Selectmen of New-Salem, - - - 16 6 11 
To the Selectmen of Templeton, - - - - IS 9 3 

All which were read, and accepted. 

— "" Afternoon. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down the following Vote 
of Council on the last Resolve of this House relative to 
Doctor Gelston, viz: 

In Council, January 24, 1776: Read, and non-concur- 
red, and ordered to be recommitted. 

Read, and concurred, and recommitted accordingly, to 
Colonel Freeman, Colonel Thompson, and Deacon Stick- 
ney, with such as the honourable Board may join. 

The House passed several Resolves for payment of Ac- 
counts for losses on Bunker's Hill, &ic, as reported by the 
Committee appointed to consider such losses. 

On a motion, Ordered, That the Votes of the House on 
the Accounts last mentioned be reconsidered, and that Mr. 
Speaker, Major Hawley, Mr. Gerry, Colonel Orne, and 
Colonel Thayer, be a Committee to consider a Resolve of 
this Court which passed the House on the 19th of Decem- 
ber last, containing instructions to the Committee afore- 
mentioned, and to report an explanatory Resolve. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General have liberty to pay 
the fifty thousand Pounds which this Court have offered 
to lend his Excellency General Washington, either in Con- 
tinental Bills, or other money. 

Major Hawley had leave to bring in a Resolve empow- 
ering the honourable Council to draw on the Treasurer in 
his favour for money to pay for the Blankets which are or 
may be purchased for the Regiment to be raised in the 
Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, to go into Canada. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman get the Proclamation 
which passed yesterday, printed; one for the Clerk of each 
Court in the Colony; one for each Town-Clerk, and one 
for each Minister. 

The Committee appointed to consider a meet grant to 
the President of Harvard College, reported. Read, and 
accepted. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury, to Doctor Samuel Langdon, President 
of Harvard College, the sum of one hundred Pounds over 
and above the rents of Massachusetts- Hall, which, with a 
former grant of one hundred Pounds, is in full for his ser- 
vices for one year, ending the 14th day of October, 1775. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be, and 
hereby are empowered and directed to allow the Reverend 
Doctor Langdon for such account of expenses as shall ap- 
pear to them to have been incurred by the removal of his 



Goods and Furniture from Cambridge to Concord, when 
the same shall be exhibited to them. 

The list of Fees for the Courts of Admiralty was again 
considered by the House, and recommitted to Major Seu-all, 
Deacon Curtis, and Deacon Whitney, the House having 
previously voted that the Judges of said Court should 
severally be paid for the trial of any cause, at the rate of 
twenty Shillings per day. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 



Thursday, January 25, 1776. 

A Petition of Timothy Munro, setting forth, that he was 
wounded in battle on the 19th of April last, has been at 
great expense for doctoring and nursing, and is now unable 
to support his family, and praying consideration and relief. 

Read, and committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider Petitions of a like nature. 

Major Hawley, by leave of the House, brought in the 
following Resolve. Read, and accepted. 

Whereas, this Court, by one Resolve passed in the 
House of Representatives on the 21st day of January cur- 
rent, and concurred by the Council on the same day, has 
engaged that such non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers 
in the Regiment to be immediately raised in the Counties 
of Hampshire and Berkshire, for the succour of our breth- 
ren in Canada, shall be allowed a Blanket, or twelve Shil- 
lings to pay him for the same, if he shall find it himself; 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the sum of three hundred 
and twelve Pounds sixteen Shillings, shall be paid out of 
the Treasury of this Colony, to Major Joseph Hawley, to 
convey and deliver the same to Elisha Porter, Esq., of 
Hadley, lately appointed a Colonel of the Regiment, to be 
by him paid to such non-Commissioned Officers and Sol- 
diers who shall engage and inlist in the said service, and 
shall provide a good Blanket for himself, he, the said Por- 
ter, to be accountable to this Court therefor. 

A Memorial of the Selectmen of the Town of Sher- 
burne, praying that a Resolve of this Court, forbidding the 
importation of Fuel and Provisions into that town, may be 
reconsidered, or that the inhabitants, some of whom are 
already reduced thereby to great distress, may be otherwise 
relieved. Read, and committed to Colonel Freeman, Mr. 
Broivn, of Boston, and Mr. Davis, of Barnstable, with such 
as the honourable Board may join, and the Committee are 
directed to report what is proper to be done. 

The House again considered the Resolve for establish- 
ing Fees for the Courts of Admiralty. 

It was moved, That the Vote of yesterday, for allowing 
the Judges twenty Shillings per day for sitting on Trial, be 
reconsidered. ■ ■ ■: 

After debate thereon, the question was put, and it passed 
in the negative. 

Then the House passed the following Resolve, viz : 

Resolved, That the Fees to be hereafter demanded and 
received in the Courts of (A) " Admiralty," within this 
Colony, shall be as follows, viz : 

To the Constable, for warning a Town-Meeting and 
drawing Jurymen, two Shillings. 

For summoning each Juror or Witness, six Pence. 

To the Sheriff, or Constable, for every mile's travel 
from the place of abode to the place of trial, in making a 
return of warrant or summons, two Pence. 

To each Juror, or Witness, for every mile's travel from 
the place of his abode to the place of trial, two Pence. 

To every Witness, for attendance, per day, two Shil- 
lings and eight Pence. 

For the attendance of the Foreman of tlie Jury, in each 
cause, per day, four Shillings and six Pence, 

For the attendance of each of the other Jurors, per day, 
four Shillings. 

For the Clerk's attendance, each day, five Shillings. 

For the Sheriff or Constable's attendance, each, per 
day, four Shillings. 

To the Clerk, for recording the proceedings of the 
Court, for every page containing twenty-four lines, of eight 
words in a line, six Pence; for taxing the Bill, five Shil- 
lings ; for all attested copies, six Pence per page, as above. 

To the Sheriff, for selling a vessel and cargo, Sic, paying 
out the proceeds to the captors, and the fees to the Colony 
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Treasurer, three Pence on the Pound, or one and-a-quar- 
ter per cent. 

To the Judge, for receiving information, six Shillings ; 
for every warrant, five Shillings ; for his travel from home 
to the place of trial, for every ten miles, five Shillings ; for 
every day's sitting on trial, one Pound ; for notifying, or 
advertising, exclusive of the expense to the printers, eight 
Shillings; for every summons for one or more Witnesses, 

six Pence. 

Afternoon. 
Ordered, That the Committee appointed to revise the 
Resolves of Congress relative to Saltpetre be directed to 
sit forthwith ; and that Mr. Hobart be added to the Com- 
mittee, in the room of Mr. Nye, absent. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, brought down the Report 
of the Committee of both Houses, appointed the 9th cur- 
rent, to consider a Resolve of the Court for withholding 
supplies of Provision from Martha's Vineyard, &tc, viz: 

Whereas, upon inquiry, it doth not appear that many of 
the inhabitants of the Island of Martha's Vineyard ever 
had a disposition to supply the enemy with Provisions, and 
it doth not appear, by the Resolve of the 9th of December 
last, that they were suspected of corruptly doing the same ; 
and such measures having been taken as, in all probability, 
will prevent the enemy from being supplied from that 
Island, and the inhabitants thereof must suffer while under 
the aforementioned restraint : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Order of this Court, of 
the 9th of December last, so far as it respects Martha's 
Vineyard only, be, and hereby is annulled ; and this Re- 
solve be printed in the Cambridge and Watertown Papers. 

In Council, January 25, 1776 : Read, and accepted. 

Read, and concurred. 

John Whetcomb, Esquire, brought down a Petition of 
Robert Robbins, praying that the Court would order a 
quantity of Provisions, taken with his schooner, and car- 
ried into Beverly, on the 8th of November last, to be de- 
livered to him, for reasons therein set forth, with the fol-. 
lowing Vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, January 25, 1776: Read, and committed 
to Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, with such as the honour- 
able House shall join. 

Read, and non-concurred, and ordered that the Petition 
be dismissed. 

The Committee appointed to consider and report a meet 
allowance to the General Officers, reported. Read, and 
accepted : 

Whereas, there has no establishment been made for the 
General Officers, appointed by the Congress of this Colony, 
for their services in the Massachusetts Army, from the 
time they entered into said service until they were put into 
the pay of the Continent, or were otherwise discharged : 

Therefore, Resolved, Thai there be allowed and paid, 
out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to the General 
Officers appointed by the Congress of this Colony, for 
their services in the Massachusetts Army, from the time 
they entered into said service until they were put into the 
pay of the Continent, or were otherwise discharged, at the 
several rales following, viz : 

To the Honourable General Ward, who served this 
Colony as Commander-in-chief, twenty-one Pounds per 
month. 

To General Thomas, who served this Colony as Lieu- 
tenant-General, eighteen Pounds per month ; and 

To Generals Whetcomb, Heath, Frye, and Pomeroy, 
who served this Colony as Major-Generals, sixteen Pounds 
per month, each, accounting twenty-eight days to a month ; 
and they a,re hereby, respectively, desired to make their 
Accounts accordingly, and lodge them with the Secretary 
of this Colony, for examination and allowance of the Com- 
mittee on the Muster-Rolls of the Army. 

The Committee appointed yesterday, to report a Re- 
solve explanatory of a Resolve of this Court, which passed 
the House the 19th ultimo, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Whereas, this Court observe, that in consistency with 
the letter of the purview of their Resolve of the 19th of 
December last, relative to the compensation for the loss of 
Anns, Accoutrements, and Clothing, sustained by certain 
persons who engaged the Ministerial forces on the 19th of 
April, and 17th of June, last pa,st, accounts of losses may 



be exhibited to the Committee of this Court from officers 
and privates not so much as raised by this Colony, and 
others may make a claim of compensation for losses, which 
losses were not caused by their being actually engaged in 
fight with the Ministerial troops, on the days above said, or 
either of them, which is evidently diverse, and without the 
true intent and design of the Court at the time of their 
passing the said Resolve, as appears from the preamble 
thereof, as well as the justice and reason of the case : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the aforesaid Resolve, 
of the 19th of December last, ought not to be taken or con- 
strued to extend to any Commissioned, non-Commissioned 
Officers, or Privates, who, on the said 19th day of April, or 
17th of June, or either of them, were not on the establish- 
ment of this Colony, or to losses which were not caused by 
such persons having been actually engaged in battle against 
the Ministerial troops on the said days, or either of them ; 
and no Committee, or Committees, of this Court, or of 
either House, appointed to consider of the claims of per- 
sons for compensation of losses, in consequence of the said 
Resolve of the 19th of December, ought to allow, or report 
in favour of an allowance of any such claim, without satis- 
factory evidence that the person, or persons, making such 
claim, was on the establishment of this Colony, and that 
he was actually engaged in fight with the said Ministerial 
troops. 

Charles Chauncy, Esquire, brought down the Resolve 
for establishing Fees for the Courts of Admiralty, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, January 25, 1776: Read, and concurred 
with the amendment at A, viz: At A, dele " Admiralty," 
and insert, "Courts of Justice for the trial of the capture 
of Vessels." 

Read, and concurred. 

The Members of this House from the several Counties 
in the Colony were directed to lay upon the table the divi- 
sion of their respective Counties into Regiments ; and to- 
morrow, ten o'clock, was assigned for consideration thereof. 

Resolved, That Tuesday next, at ten o'clock, A. ?»!., 
be assigned for the choice of Military Officers, agreeable 
to the late Act for regulating the Militia of this Colony, 
and to begin with the Major-Generals. 

A Petition of Nathaniel Guild, praying that he may 
have liberty to cut a quantity of wood, necessary to keep 
in blast this winter a furnace, in which he is making a 
quantity of warlike stores, for the use of the Continental 
Army. Read, alid committed to Captain Crane, Colonel 
Mitchell, and Captain Vose. 

A Petition of Nathan Putnam, setting forth, that he was 
wounded at the battle of Lexington, and is yet unable to 
perform a day's work at his trade, and praying considera- 
tion of the Court, and allowance of his account for expenses 
in nursing him, &c, and for a gun lost at that time. Read, 
and committed to the Committee on the Petitions of sick 
and wounded Soldiers. 

Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of Reading, re- 
presenting that Mr. John Temple, the Representative of 
that town, by reason of sickness, is unable to attend the 
House ; and " as representation and taxation are so twisted 
together in our happy Constitution, and being desirous of 
having a share in planning, as well as prosecuting plans for 
our safety, defence, and deliverance," they pray that a pre- 
cept may be issued for the choice of another gentleman, in 
colleague with said Temple. Read, and ordered to lie. 

A Petition of the Overseers of the Poor of the Town of 
Boston, praying the Court to grant them a further sum of 
five hundred Pounds to furnish the Poor of Boston, re- 
moved to the Aims-House in Salem, with necessaries to 
sustain them through the winter. Read, and committed to 
Captain Stearns, Captain Carpenter, and Deacon Codding. 

The Committee appointed to report a Resolve for pay- 
ing Committees of this Court for their services, reported. 
Read, and not accepted. 

On the Petition of Dennison Wallis, who, on the 19th 
of April last, in pursuit of the Ministerial troops, was taken 
prisoner by them, and stripped of his gun, bayonet, car- 
touch-box, watch, and fifteen dollars, and praying allow- 
ance therefor, as, also, for the charge of nursing and doc- 
toring, being wounded by the enemy in making his escape ;: 
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Resolved, That there be paid to Captain Epes, for his 
use, the sum of eight Pounds eleven Shillings and rt j 
Pence, which is in full for his gun, bayonet, nursing, bo a > 
and doctoring. 

Resolved, That ten o'clock, to-morrow morning, be as- 
signed for the appointment of Guardians for the Indians, at 
Grafton. 

The Committee on the affair of Mr. Elias Ha skill Der- 
by, reported. Read, and considered, and ordered to be 
recommitted ; and the Committee are directed to report a 
recommendation to the Committees who have the care of 
the goods, in what manner to proceed therewith. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday, January 26, 1776. 

A state of the Ordnance, Ordnance Stores, and Ammu- 
nition for Small Arms, in the Town of Falmouth, Casco- 
Bay. Read, and committed to Colonel Thompson, Dea- 
con Bradley, and Colonel Freeman. 

A Petition of Daniel Lothrop, praying allowance, and 
payment, for the service of a Company of Artillery, agree- 
able to a Pay-Roll accompanying, and, also, for the charge 
of removing of Cannon, &c. Read, and the House being 
informed that the gentleman who wrote the Petition for 
said Lothrop, received eight Shillings therefor: 

Ordered, That inquiry be made of Mr. Lothrop of the 
truth thereof. 

Mr. Lothrop being admitted on the floor, informed the 
House that one Mr. Taylor demanded, and received, eight 
Shillings for writing said Petition ; whereupon, 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Mr. Stickney, and 
Mr. Hale, be a Committee to hear Mr. Taylor thereon. 

The Petition was committed to Deacon Nichols, Mr. 
Swift, and Captain Gates. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story, Major White, 
and Colonel Freeman be, and they hereby are empowered 
and directed, to employ some person, or persons, at their 
discretion, to pursue, and if possible, apprehend Doctor 
Samuel Gelston, who has lately fled from the custody of 
the Messenger of this House, and him bring forthwith. 

A Petition of John Stone, of York, praying that he may 
have liberty to send a Vessel to Saltertudas with Lumber, 
or Cash, to procure a cargo of Salt for the Inhabitants of 
that town. Read, and the Petitioner had leave to with- 
draw his Petition. 

The Committee on the Petition of Joseph Ward, Esq., 
read the 17th current, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be paid to the said Joseph Ward, 
Esq., twenty-four Pounds, in full for his services as Aid- 
de-camp and Secretary to the Honourable General Ward, 
from April 20th to July 20th, 1775. 

A Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of Beverly, by 
order, and in behalf of the town, praying that the Court, 
in consideration of their being much exposed to the enemy, 
would grant them one hundred men for their defence, or 
otherwise relieve them. Read, and committed to Mr. 
Johnson, of Lynn, Captain Smith, and Mr. Kingsbury. 

A Petition of Solomon Pierce, of Lexington, setting 
forth, that he was wounded on the 19th April last, where- 
by he was rendered unable to labour for upwards of a 
month, and was at some expense for a Surgeon, and pray- 
ing consideration and relief. Read, and committed to the 
Committee on the Petitions of sick and wounded Soldiers. 

A Petition of the Committees, and other Inhabitants of 
the Townships of Machi as, Goldsborough, Number-Four, 
Narraguagus, Pleasant- River, and Chandler's River, in 
the County of Lincoln, representing that, by reason of the 
present unhappy situation of our publick affairs, their Lum- 
ber trade is stopped, and they are thereby prevented from 
procuring the means of supporting themselves and families ; 
that great pains have been taken by the Government of 
Nova-Scotia to engage the Indians on their frontiers, Stc, 
and praying the consideration of the Court. Read, and 
committed to Colonel Bowers, Colonel Thompson, Captain 
Stearns, Captain Carpenter, and Deacon Codding. 

A Petition of the Committee, and others, inhabitants of 
Machias and Goldsborough, in the County of Lincoln, 



praying an allowance over and above six Shillings per 
week, for billeting a Company of Soldiers stationed at those 
places, for reasons therein set forth. Read, and committed 
to the same Committee. 

A Petition of William Nichols, Chairman of the Com- 
mittees for the four Townships of Goldsborough, Num- 
ber-Four, Narraguagus, and Pleasant-River, praying that 
they may have an allowance, over and above six Shillings 
per week, for billeting a Company stationed to guard the 
Sea-Coast, under the command of Captain Francis Shaw; 
and, also, for assistance of Fire-Arms and Ammunition. 
Read, and committed to the same Committee. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to inform them that this House propose, at twelve o'clock 
this day, to come to the choice of Guardians for the Indians 
at Grafton, by joint ballot, if agreeable to the honourable 
Board. 

Jabez Fisker, Esq., came down and informed the House 
that the honourable Board had agreed to come to the 
choice of Guardians for the Grafton Indians, agreeable to 
the proposal of the House. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Major Setcall, Mr. Put- 
nam, and Captain King, be a Committee to consider at 
large the matter of building Powder-Milis, and report. 

Thomas Cushing, Esq., came down and informed the 
House, that the Board were ready to come to the choice of 
Guardians for the Grafton Indians. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That Mr. Ward, Captain Bat- 
chelder, and Captain Bragdon, be a Committee on the 
part of the House to count and sort the votes. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to desire that they would direct the Committee on the Re- 
solves of the Continental Congress to sit forthwith. 

The Committee appointed to count and sort the votes 
for Guardians for the Grafton Indians, having carried the 
same up to the honourable Board, reported, that Edward 
Raivson, Esq., Captain Stephen Maynard, and Deacon 
Willis Hall, were chosen. 

"~" Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Colonel Orne, and Mr. 
Story, with such as the honourable Board may join, be a 
Committee to examine the fate Act of this Court for en- 
couraging the fitting out Armed Vessels, and the Resolves 
of the Honourable Continental Congress, relative to the 
capture of Vessels ; and report what is proper to be done 
thereon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story bring in a Resolve for em- 
powering the Committee of the Court appointed to erect a 
Powder-Mill at Stoughton, and to purchase a Stream for 
that purpose, to take a lease of such Stream and privileges 
as may be necessary, in behalf of the Colony, if they think 
best. 

A Petition of the Selectmen and Committee of Corre- 
spondence of the Town of Walpole, praying that they may 
be released from the Resolve of Court, recommending 
them to supply the Army with two cords of Wood daily, 
for reasons therein set forth. Read, and the Petitioners 
had leave to withdraw their Petition. 

A Petition of Thomas Townshend, of Lynn, adminis- 
trator to the Estate of Daniel Townshend, late of Lynn, 
who was killed at the battle of Lexington, praying consi- 
deration and allowance for sundry articles of which the 
body of said Daniel was stripped by the enemy. Read, 
and committed to. the Committee on the losses al Bunker's 
Hill, he. 

A Petition of Hannah Ramsdel, of Lynn, setting forth, 
that her husband was killed at the battle of Lexington, and 
praying consideration and allowance for his gun, accoutre- 
ments, and hat, which were lost at the same time. Read, 
and committed to the same Committee. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Overseers of the 
Poor of the Town of Boston, reported. Read, and ac- 
cepted. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony, to Messrs. William Greenleaf, Isaac 
Smith, Gibbins Sharp, John Swcelser, Ebenezer Putnam, 
William Shelleber, and Samuel Gardner, lately appointed 
by this Court Overseers of the Poor of the Town of Boston, 
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the sum office hundred Pounds, to be by them applied for 
the support of such of those poor as are, or may be re- 
moved from said town to the Hospital at Salem, and 
that said Greenlcaf be empowered in behalf of said Over- 
seers, to receive said sum, he giving a receipt therefor, and 
they to be accountable to this Court for the same. 

Colonel Norton brought in the following Resolve. Read, 
and passed, viz: 

Whereas, an application hath been made to this Court 
for Powder to supply the soldiers raised on the Island of 
Martha's Vineyard, for the defence of the Sea-Coasts in 
this Colony: 

Therefore, Resolved, That there be paid out of the pub- 
lick Treasury, to Colonel Beriah Norton, the sum of se- 
venty-five Pounds, lawful money, to enable him to procure 
Powder, for the use of the soldiers aforesaid, he being 
accountable to this Court for the same. 

A Petition of the Selectmen of Rehoboth, read January 
loth, was committed to Colonel Doane, Colonel Bowers, 
and M,r. Rawson, the Committee to whom it was then 
committed being absent. 

The House ihen adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday, January 27, 1776. 

The House considered the Report of the Committee of 
both Houses, on the Resolve of the Continental Congress 
relative tosuch persons whose going at large may endanger 
the safety of the Colony, or the liberties of America. 

In Council, December 19, 1775: Read, and accepted. 

Read, and non-concurred, and ordered to be recommit- 
ted to the Committee appointed to consider a Letter and 
Papers enclosed from the Honourable Speaker of the As- 
sembly of Connecticut, which Committee are directed to 
sit forthwith. 

Mr. Story, agreeable to order, reported. Read, and 
accepted. 

Whereas, this Court, on the 5th day of January, cur- 
rent, passed a Resolve empowering Mr. Putnam, Mr. 
Crane,, and Mr. Vose, to purchase the remains of a Pow- 
der-Mil! at Stoughton, and Land and privileges conve- 
nient to improve the same, or purchase a privilege for, and 
erect one at Sutton, as they, after having consulted the 
master-workman who shall undertake the same, shall judge 
expedient: And whereas, by a Resolve of this Court of the 
19th day of January, current, the said Committee were 
directed to build the said Mill at Stoughton ; but the Com- 
mittee aforesaid are not invested with sufficient power to 
hire the Land and Stream at Stoughton, but are restricted 
to purchase the same : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee aforesaid be, 
and they hereby are fully authorized and empowered to 
purchase, or hire, as they shall judge most advantageous, 
the Land and Stream at Stoughton, whereby they have, 
"or shall agree to erect a Powder-Mill for such a term of 
years, and for such yearly rent as they shall think proper, 
and that they, in behalf of this Colony, take a deed or 
lease of the same, as they shall agree to purchase or hire. 

The House then adjourned to Monday morning, ten 
o'clock. , 

... Monday, January 29, 1776. 

■ Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Report of the Com- 
mittee of both Houses, appointed to consider sundry Re- 
solves of the American Congress, viz: 

* r The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration sundry Resolves of the American Congress, 
have attended their duty, and beg leave to report, as their 

'opinion: 

* ■ 1st. That direction be given to review the Act for fix- 
frig out Armed Vessels, and conform it to the Resolves of 
Congress, except in the instance of taking prizes without 
commissions, arid that a, representation of the inconveni- 
ences attending thatResQlyj be rtiade to Congress, praying 
that it may be reconsidered and altered. 
- : "2d. That a representation of the situation and state of 
the Island of Nantucket, and the conduct of the inhabi- 
tants, be made to Congress,and of the disadvantages arising 
from supplying them with provisions under their circum- 
stancea. . , , 



3d. That a Bill be brought in to ascertain the number 
of Inhabitants in this Colony, and to cause a return to be 
made of them. 

4th. That a Bill be brought in prohibiting the arrest of 
Soldiers in the Continental Army, and the attachment of 
their estates for small debts. - 

5th. That the Secretary be directed to transmit, from 
time to time, to the Congress, a true account of the Mili- 
tary Stores, &c, imported into this Colony, and of the 
produce exported, agreeable to their Resolve ofjiily 15th, 
with the price and value of both. 

6th. That some methods be taken for encouraging the 
manufacture of Salt. 

7th. That the Honourable Thomas dishing, Esq., who 
received, at Philadelphia, on the account of this Colony, 
four hundred and forty-one thousand three hundred and 
thirty-three dollars and one-third of a dollar, and a draft 
made by Mr. Cabot, of two thousand dollars, amounting in 
the whole to four hundred and forty-three thousand three 
hundred and thirty-three dollars and one-third of a dollar, 
being so much granted to this Colony by a vote of Con- 
gress, be discharged, on his paying into the Treasury the 
said sum of four hundred and forty-one thousand three hun- 
dred and thirty-three dollars and one-third of a dollar, and 
lodging with the Treasurer the draft of Mr. Andrew Ca- 
bot for two thousand dollars. 

All which is humbly submitted. 

John Winthrop, per order. 

In Council, January 27, 1776: Read, and accepted, 
and, thereupon, Resolved, That the Committee appointed 
on the 26th instant, to examine the Act of this Court for 
fixing out Armed Vessels, be directed to sit forthwith. 

And that Thomas Gushing, Esq., with such as the ho- 
nourable House shall join, be a Committee to make the 
representation to Congress mentioned in the second para- 
graph of the foregoing Report. 

And that Jedediah Foster, Esq., with such as the ho- 
nourable House shall join, he a Committee to bring in a 
Bill agreeable to the third paragraph mentioned in the 
within Report. 

And that William Sever, Esq., with such as the ho- 
nourable House shall join, be a Committee to bring in a 
Bill to take up the substance of the fourth paragraph. 

And that Benjamin Greenlcaf and Charles Chauncy, 
Esquires, with such as the honourable House shall join, be 
a Committee on the sixth paragraph. 

And that the Secretary be directed to transmit, from 
time to time, to the Congress, a true account of the mili- 
tary stores, &tc, imported into this Colony, and of the pro- 
duce exported, agreeable to the Resolve of July 15, with 
the price and value of both. 

And that the Honourable Thomas Cushing, Esq., who 
received at Philadelphia, on account of this Colony, four 
hundred and forty-one thousand three hundred and thirty- 
three dollars and one-third of a dollar, and a draft by Mr. 
Cabot of two thousand dollars, amounting in the whole to 
four hundred forty-three thousand three hundred and thir- 
ty-three dollars and one-third of a dollar, being so much 
granted to this Colony by a vote of Congress, be dischar- 
ged, on his paying into the Treasury the said sum of four 
hundred and forty-one thousand three hundred and thirty- 
three dollars and one-third of a dollar, and lodging with the 
.Treasurer the draft of Mr. Andrew Cabot for two thou- 
sand dollars. 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Freeman and Colo- 
nel Mitchell are joined to the Honourable Thomas Cush- 
ing, Esq., to make the representation to Congress men- 
tioned in the second paragraph. 

And Major Fuller and Colonel Thompson are joined to 
the Honourable Jedediah Foster, Esq., to bring in a Bill 
agreeable to the third paragraph. 

And Colonel Godfrey and Mr. Mills are joined to the 
Honourable William Sever, Esq., to bring in a Bill agree- 
able to the fourth paragraph. 

And Major Sewall, Mr. Mills, and Colonel Hill, are 
joined to the Honourable Benjamin Greenlcaf, and Charles 
Chauncy, Esquires, on the sixth paragraph of the forego- 
ing Report. 

A Petition of Benjamin Foster and James Noble Shan- 
non, in_ behalf pf the Committee of Safety of Machias, 
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praying the consideration of the Court with respect to the 
Estate of Ichabod Jones, at said Machias. Read, and 
committed to Captain Carpenter, Mr. Hcvey, and Colonel 
Woodbridge. 

John Taylor, Esquire, brought down a Letter from the 
Committee of Correspondence from Hatfield, enclosing an 
intercepted Letter, wrote by Elisha Alhs, Jun., of that 
town, to Major Gray, of Stockbridge, and praying direc- 
tions concerning him. Read, and committed to Mr. Cooper 
and Colonel Thompson, with such as the honourable Board 
may join. 

Caleb Cushing, Esq., brought down a Petition of John 
Underu-ood, setting forth, that on the first of December last, 
he presented a Memorial to this Court relative to the con- 
duct of one Nehemiah Eastman, which, not having been 
acted upon, be now prays the consideration of the Court; 
with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, January 29, 1776: Read, and committed to 
Charles Chauncy, Esq., with such as the honourable House 
shall join. 

Read, and concurred, and Doctor Gunn and Colonel 
Norton are joined. 

A Petition of Jacob Bacon, who was wounded on the 
19th of April, praying consideration and allowance. Read, 
and committed to the Committee on the Petitions and Ac- 
counts of sick and wounded men. 

Afternoon. 

John Whetcomb, Esq., brought down a Muster-Roll and 
Petition of Jeremiah O'oricn, representing that on the 21st 
of August last, he was commissioned by the honourable 
Council as commander of two armed vessels, with autho- 
rity to navigate them with thirty men each. And as no 
establishment has been made for cruisers, he prays a meet 
allowance for their service. Read, and committed to Mr. 
Gates, Major Currier, and Mr. Allen. 

A Petition of the Indian inhabitants of the Town of 
Stockbridge, praying for reasons therein mentioned, that a 
law may be passed to prevent their being sued for debts 
for the term of two years, and that tavern-keepers may be 
restrained from selling them spirituous liquors. Read, and 
committed to Dr. Fletcher, Deacon Curtis, and Mr. Allen. 

The House enjoined all its Committees to sit, and then 
adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten o'clock. 

Tuesday, January 30, 1776, 
The Committee on the Petition from the Committees 
and other inhabitants of Machias, Goldsborough, Number- 
Four, and other townships in the County of Lincoln, were 
instructed to report that the Committees and other inhabi- 
tants of those places, now in Watertown, give security for 
repayment of the money that may be put into their hands 
for the use of said inhabitants, and that they have the use 
of the same one year without interest. 

A Petition of William Hodgkins and Thomas Hill, 
Committee of Safety of Frenchman's Bay, representing, 
that their lumber trade being stopped, the inhabitants have 
no way of procuring the means of subsistence ; and, there- 
fore, pray the Court to supply them with a quantity of 
provisions, or lend them money that they may supply 
themselves. Read, and committed to the Committee on 
the Petition from Machias, &c, above-mentioned. 

Order of the Day moved for. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wheeler, Colonel Freeman, and 
Doctor Mice, be a Committee to collect and sort the votes 
for Militia Officers, agreeable to the Militia Act. 

The House then proceeded, according to the Order of 
the Day, to the choice of three Major-Generals, agreeable 
to the late Act for regulating the Militia of this Colony, and 
the Committee appointed to collect the votes, having count- 
ed the same, it appeared that the following gentlemen were 
chosen, viz : 

Honourable John Hancock', Esq., First Major-General : 

Honourable James Warren, Esq., Second Major-General ; 

Honourable Azor Ome, Esq., Third Major-General. 

The same Committee having collected and sorted the 
votes for Brigadiers, for the Counties hereafter mentioned, 
it appeared that the following gentlemen were chosen, viz : 
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For the County of Suffolk, Honourable Benjamin Lin- 
coln, Esq. 

For the County of Essex, Honourable Michael Farley, 
Esq. 

For the County of Middlesex, John Cummings, Esq. 

For the County of Hampshire, Timothy Danielson, Esq. 

For the County of Barnstable, Joseph Otis, Esq. 

For the County of Bristol, George Godfrey, Esq. 

Ordered, That it be an instruction to the Committee ap- 
pointed to bring in a Bill to prevent the bodies of soldiers 
to be arrested for debt, or their goods attached in certain 
cases, in the same Bill to make provision to prevent deser- 
tion from the Army, and any person from harbouring de- 
serters. 

Afternoon. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Mr. Gard- 
ner, and Mr. Hyde, be a Committee to wait upon his Ex- 
cellency General Washington, on the subject of a Regiment 
raising in the County of Berkshire, by Colonel Fellows. 

The House proceeded to the further choice of Briga- 
diers, agreeable to the Militia Act. And the Committee 
for collecting the votes, having collected and sorted the 
same, for the Counties hereafter mentioned, it appeared 
that the following gentlemen were chosen, viz : 

For the County of York, Jotham Moulton, Esq. 

For the County of Worcester, John Whetcomb, Esq. 

For the County of Cumberland, Samuel Thompson, Esq. 

For the County of Lincoln, Arthur Noble, Esq. 

For the County of Berkshire, John Fellows, Esq. 

The same Committee having received and counted the 
votes for Field-Officers for the First and Second Regi- 
ments, in the County of Berkshire, it appeared that the 
following gentlemen were chosen, viz : 

For the First Regiment: Mark Hopkins, Colonel; 
Aaron Root, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Giles Jackson, First 
Major; Jacob Brown, Second Major. 

For the Second Regiment: Benjamin Symonds, Colo- 
nel ; Jonathan Smith, Lieutenant-Colonel ; David Rosse- 
ter, First Major; Caleb Hyde, Second Major. 

Resolved, That Captain Benjamin Hawes be, and hereby 
is appointed Major of the Regiment of Militia to be raised 
in the County of Suffolk and York, in the room of Majof 
James Metcalf, who declines serving. 

Ordered, That the further choice of Military Officers be, 
put off to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Story, agreeable to order, reported. Read, and 
accepted. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, to Messrs. Thomas Crafts, 
Jun., Edward Procter, Winthrop Gray, and Daniel Si- 
gourney, or any two of them, a Committee of this Court 
to receive the inhabitants of Boston at Chelsea, and prevent 
the spreading the Small-Pox, the sum of two hundred 
Pounds, further to enable them to pay the expenses of sup- 
porting said inhabitants whilst they remain there, and pre- 
vent the spreading said distemper, they to be accountable 
to this Court for the same. - 

Mr. Brown, agreeable to order, reported. Read and ac- 
cepted. 

Whereas, it appears to this Court that the sum of sixty 
Pounds, now in the hands of Thomas Crafts, Jun., Edivard 
Procter, Winthrop Gray, and Daniel Sigcurney, was the 
property of Joseph Gpldthivait, a noted enemy to the rights 
of America, and now actually employed in the Ministerial 
Army in Boston ; 

Resolved, That the above-mentioned Thomas Crafts, 
Jun., Edward Procter, Winthrop Gray, and Daniel Si- 
gourney, be, and the/ are hereby directed to pay the above- 
mentioned sum of sixty Pounds into the hands of Henry 
Gardner, Esq., Treasurer and Receiver-General for this 
. Colony, there to remain for the further order of the General 
Court. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Wednesday, January 31, 1776. 
A Petition of Benjamin Crocker, of Falmouth, setting 
forth, that he and others of that town, have about seven 
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hundred Pounds due to them at Tobago and Grenada, 
and praying for liberty to sail in a vessel there, to collect 
the same. Read, and committed to Mr. Rawson, Deacon 
Codding, and Mr. Allen. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Committee and 
other inhabitants of Machias, Goldsborough, and other 
townships in the County of Lincoln, (read January 26,) re- 
ported. Read, and accepted. 

- Resolved, That there he paid out of the publick Treasury 
of this Colony, to the aforementioned Benjamin Foster and 
others, the sum of three hundred and fifty Pounds, lawful 
money, provided the said Benjamin Foster and others, be- 
fore iramed, shall all of them give their bonds, jointly and 
severally, to pay the same in one year from the date there- 
of, to the Treasurer of this Colony, for the use of the same, 
which money the afore- mentioned persons shall dispose of 
in the best manner they can, to purchase Provisions for 
the inhabitants of Machias, Chandler's River, Goldsbo- 
rough, Narraguagus, Number-Four, and Pleasant-River, 
to be divided anion;; the said Plantations as the afore-men- 
tioned persons shall direct, having respect to their circum- 
stances, numbers, and necessities. 

The same Committee reported on the two other Peti- 
tions committed to them at the same time. 

Thereupon, Resolved, That the Petitioners have leave 
to withdraw the said Petitions. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House an anonymous 
Letter, dated Dartmouth, January 12th, hinting that it is 
suspected English goods are clandestinely imported from 
England, by the way of the West-Indies and Nantucket, 
into the said Town of Dartmouth. Read, and committed 
to Colonel Barret and Mr. Durfee, with such as the ho- 
nourable Board may join. 

Resolved, That Major James Stone be, and hereby is 
appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the Regiment of Mililia 
to be raised in the County of Worcester, to join the Army 
before Boston, till the first of April next, in the room of 
Colonel Danforlh Keys, who declines serving. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hobart get the Militia Bill printed 
and dispersed to the several towns in the Colony. 

Resolved, That on Friday next, at ten o'clock, A. M., 
the House will take into consideration the Report of a Com- 
mittee relative to the Poor of Boston and Charlestoion. 

Resolved, That on Friday next, at three o'clock, P. M., 
the House will proceed to the choice of a Committee to go 
to Falmouth, agreeable to a Vote of the House which pass- 
ed the 5th current. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to desire them to send down the division of the several 
Counties into Regiments, if they have agreed on them. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the division of 
several Counties, accordingly, viz: Hampshire, Suffolk, 
Worcester, Lincoln, Plymouth, and Berkshire. 

Joseph Palmer, Esq., brought down the Report of aCom- 
mittee of both Houses on the Letter from the Committee 
of Correspondence of the Town of Hatfield, read 29th cur- 
rent. 

In Council, January 31, 1776: Whereas, the General 
Court have received such information as that there is rea- 
son to apprehend that a confederacy is forming by some 
evil-minded persons, in this and other Colonies, which may 
injure the credit of the Continental Bills, and the Bills of 
this and the other Colonies: 

Therefore, Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
Committees of Inspection and Correspondence, in all the 
towns in this Colony, to make strict inquiry in their several 
towns, and if they shall find any person within the same 
endeavouring by any way whatever to prevent the credit 
of the Continental Bills, or the Bills of this or any other 
of the United Colonies of America, or to alter or counter- 
feit the same, that they cause such person to be arrested 
and secured, and give information thereof to this Court, in 
order that such person may be proceeded with according 
to the just demerit of such high crimes and misdemeanors, 
and that this Resolve be published in all the Newspapers in 
this Colony. Read, and concurred. 

The House, according to the Order of the Day, made 
choice of Field-Officers for the Regiments hereafter men- 
tioned, viz : 



For the First, Fourth, Fifth, Seventh, and Eighth Re- 
giments, in the County of Worcester. For the six Regi- 
ments in the County of Lincoln, and for the two Regi- 
ments in the County of Barnstable. 

Afternoon. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the division of the 
County of Barnstable into Regiments. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down the arrangement 
of the Regiments in the County of York. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday, February I, 1776. 

The Petition of the Selectmen of Rchoboth, read 26th 
current. Read again, and Ordered, That Captain Stearns, 
Doctor Baylies, and Colonel Thayer, be a Committee to 
repair to Rehoboth, and view the Fortifications mentioned 
in the said Petition : And, also, that said Committee view 
Taunton-River, near Kade's Ferry, at Freetown, and make 
report to this Court of the true circumstances of those 
places, and what would be proper for this Court to do to 
put them in a defensible state. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Col. Orne, 
and Colonel Freeman, with such as the honourable Board, 
may join, be a Committee to bring in a Bill establishing a 
Test, by which all persons inimical to the rights and liber- 
lies of America, shall be distinguished from their friends, 
and to provide some methods to secure us against the prac- 
tices and designs of our enemies. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Thompson, Col- 
onel Doane, and Colonel Smith, with such as the honour- 
able Board shall join, be a Committee to see if there is 
sufficient provision made for making the Continental Bills, 
and the Bills of Credit of this Colony, a tender in all pay- 
ments, and to prevent the counterfeiting and depreciation 
of the same, and if there is not, to bring in a Bill for that 
purpose. 

Resolved, That three o'clock, in the afternoon, be as- 
signed for the choice of some persons to go to Philadel- 
phia with the Accounts of this Colony, and the vouchers 
thereof. 

The Committee on the Petition of Nathaniel Guild, 
(read January 25,) reported. Read, and not accepted. 

And thereupon, Ordered, That Captain Ellis, Mr. 
Perry, and Captain Carpenter, be a Committee to repair 
to Stoughtonham, and make inquiry relative lo-the matter 
of the said Petition, and, in particular, whether the Fur- 
nace therein mentioned can be well supplied with Wood, 
without taking any from the farm of Isaac Royal, Esq., 
and report a state of the wood-lots in the neighbourhood 
of that Furnace. 

The House made choice of Joseph Cushing, Esq., as 
Brigadier for the County of Plymouth. 

The House made choice of Field-Officers fgr the Regi- 
ment in Dukes-County, for the Second and Third Regi- 
ments in the County of Plymouth, and for the Second 
Regiment in the County of Worcester. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
with the arrangement of Regiments in the County of Suf- 
folk, and desire the Board to include therein a Regiment 
for Boston, and rank the whole as they see fit. 

Afternoon, 

The Committee on the Petition of Benjamin Crocker, 
read yesterday, reported. Read, amended, and accepted. 

Resolved, That Benjamin Crocker be allowed to go in 
a Vessel, of which himself is master, to the West-Indies, in 
order to collect any moneys which may he due to him and 
others there ; he giving bonds, with sufficient sureties, in 
the sum of one thousand Pounds to the Treasurer of this 
Colony, that he will not carry in said Vessel any cash or 
produce of the Colonies ; and that he will return to some 
port of theUnittd Colonies (other than Bos/on, Nantucket, 
or Neic- York) with the proceeds of the collectors of such 
debts, and not purchase any goods from any Island con- 
trary to the Continental Association. And it is hereby 
recommended to the said Crocker, to purchase Arms, Am- 
munition, or any kind of Military Stores enumerated in a 
late Resolution of the Congress, if there to be obtained. 
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And that the Committee of Inspection of Falmouth be, 
and hereby are directed, to see that there be no more pro- 
vision carried off in said Vessel than what is necessary for 
victualling the people belonging to her during the voyage. 

Thomas Cushing, Esq., brought down the list of Briga- 
diers, as chosen by this House the 30th ultimo, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, February 1, 1776: Read, and concurred 
with the amendment at A, viz: At A, dele the name of 
"John dimming," and insert "the Honourable James Pres- 
colt, Esquire." 

A Bill for Preventing the commencement and prosecu- 
tion of Civil Actions. Read a first time, and, on a motion 
made that a time be assigned for the second reading of the 
same, and debates had thereon, the question was put, it 
passed in the negative. 

Benjamin H 7 hite, Esq., brought down the Vote of this 
House, appointing a Committee to bring in a Bill for esta- 
blishing a Test, &c, with the following Vote of Council 
thereon, viz: 

In Council, February 1, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendment at A, and William Sever and Thomas 
Cushing, Esquires, are joined. 

At A, insert, " and that it be an instruction to the Com- 
mittee that they immediately, and previous to their report- 
ing any Bill for this purpose, write to the Delegates of this 
Colony at the American Congress, and obtain information 
from ihem, whether the Congress have taken, or are about 
to take any measures for this purpose, or if they have taken 
any, what those measures are." 

Read, and non-concurred, and the House adhere to their 
own vote. 

Benjamin White, Esq., at the same time brought down 
the arrangement of the Regiments of Militia in the County 
of York. And, also, the Report of the Committee of both 
Houses, appointed to make an estimate of the expense of 
building and furnishing two Vessels for the defence of 
American liberty. 

The House, according to the Order of the Day, pro- 
ceeded to the choice of some person to repair to Philadel- 
phia with the Accounts of this Colony, and the vouchers 
to said Accounts ; and the Committee appointed to collect 
the votes, reported that Mr. Joseph Henderson was unani- 
mously chosen. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Major 
Sewall, and Mr. Story, be a Committee to agree with Mr. 
Henderson on the terms for which' he will perform the 
aforesaid service. 

The House were informed that Doctor Gclslon, and one 
Brown, who was suspected of assisting said Gclslon in 
making his escape from the Messenger of this House, were 
at the door, under the custody of Mr. Sanger. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Major 
Sewall, and Mr. Story, be a Committee to employ some 
persons to take said Gelston and Brown into close custody, 
and them secure until the further order of the Court. 

Ordered, That Mr. Singletary, Deacon Hovey, and 
Colonel Jones, be a Committee to collect and count the 
vote's for Military Officers, in the room of the Committee 
fust chosen for this purpose, who are absent. 

The House then proceeded to the choice of Officers for 
the First, Fifth, and Sixth Regiments in the County of 
Middlesex. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday, February 2, 1776. 

Ordered, That the Secretary immediately give notice 
to the gentlemen elected Field and Staff-Officers of the 
several Regiments, to be raised in this Colony, to join the 
Army before Boston until the 1st of April next, of their 
appointment to said offices, respectively. 

A Letter from William West, of Middlelon, on Rhode- 
Island, relative to the apprehending Doctor Gelston, and 
other papers accompanying. 

Read, and committed to the Committee of both Houses 
appointed to examine Doctor Gelston ; and the said Com- 
mittee are directed to examine Mr. Brown, who was taken 



with said Gelston, and report what is proper to be dono 
with him ; and also to report what ought to be done with 
some Tea found in his saddlebags. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down a Petition of 
Captain Jeremiah Obrien, representing that the Vessels in 
which he has been cruising since the 21st of August last, 
in the service of the Colony, now lie at Netvbury, com- 
pletely equipped for sea, with about fifty men on board 
ibem, &c, and praying the Court to determine whether 
they shall be discharged or not. Read, and committed to 
Colonel Orne, Major Cross, and Mr. Caldwell. 

On a motion, Resolved, That Tuesday next, ten o'clock, 
A. M., be assigned for the consideration of the Report of a 
Committee relative to the Poor of Boston and Charlestown. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to know if they passed upon the Vote of this House rela- 
tive to Doctor Gelston. 

Moses Gill Esq., came down to desire the House to 
send back the list of Brigadiers. 

James Prescott, Esq., came down and informed the 
House, that the Papers relative to Doctor Gelston were in 
the hands of the Committee of both Houses, who have not 
yet reported. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to desire that they would direct the Committee to examine 
Doctor Gelston to sit forthwith. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Mr. Cooper, 
and Colonel Freeman, be a Committee to bring in a Re- 
solve for explaining that part of the Militia Bill which 
excludes all persons belonging to, or being a part of, the 
established Forces of the United Colonies of this Colony, 
from being elected to, or holding any office in the Militia 
of this Colony. 

The House made choice of Field-Officers for the Third 
and Fourth Regiments of Militia in the County of Bristol, 
for those of the Third Regiment in the County of Middle- 
sex, and for those of the Second and Third Regiments in 
the County of York. 

Afternoon. 
The House, according to the Order of the Day, made 
choice of Colonel Daniel Thurston, Mr. Jewctt, of Little- 
ton, and Captain Walker, to repair to Falmouth, in the 
County of Cumberland, in the next recess of this Court, 
and inquire into the state and circumstances of that town, 
and such other towns as they may think proper, and report 
to the House at the next sitting of the Court. The same 
was sent up accordingly. 

The Members from each County were directed to com- 
plete the list of Officers for the Regiments in their respec- 
tive Counties. 

Whereas, the non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers 
who inlisted into this Colony's service in the late campaign 
became entitled to the bounty of a Coat, or money for the 
same ; and sundry of said non-Commissioned Officers and 
Soldiers are since deceased, and left no estate worth ad- 
ministering upon ; therefore, to enable the heirs of those 
deceased to receive the bounty aforesaid, without taking 
administration on the estate of such deceased, 

Resolved, That where there is no Administrator quali- 
fied to receive the Bounty aforesaid, upon the Selectmen 
of such Town where such non-Commissioned Officer or 
Soldier belonged, or had his last residence, certifying to the 
Committee of Clothing that there is no administration ap- 
pointed on the estate of any such deceased ; and, also, the 
said Selectmen, or some of the commissioned officers of 
the Company to which such deceased belonged, signifying 
to what Company and Regiment he, or they, belonged ; 
and that the bounty aforesaid hath not been received" the 
said Committee of Clothing be, and they hereby are di- 
rected to pay unto the Selectmen (or their order) of each 
town, respectively, where such deceased non-Commission- 
ed Officer or Soldier belonged, or had his last residence,^ 
the sum of twenty-five Shillings, for the use and benefit of 
the heirs of such deceased ; but, in case such deceased 
non-commissioned Officer or Soldier hath left no heir, that 
then the said bounty be retained for the use of this Colony. 

The Committee on Clothing were directed to get the 
above Resolve printed in the Waiertown Newspapers. 
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The Committee on the Petition of the Selectmen of 
Stoughton, reported. Read, and recommitted, and the 
Committee are directed to ascertain facts. 

James Prescott, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses appointed to take into consi- 
deration a Memorial of the Selectmen of Sherburne, in the 
Island of Nantucket, viz : 

That a representation of the present state of that Island, 
and of the conduct of the inhabitants, be made to the Ame- 
rienn Congress, and that the inhabitants be supplied with 
necessaries for their subsistence, in the manner directed by 
a Resolve of the Congress, until their determination on such 
representation may be had. All which is humbly submit- 
ted. J. Winthrop, per order. 

In Council, February 2, 1776 : Read, and accepted, and 
thereupon Ordered, That a representation, to the purpose 
mentioned in the foregoing Report, be made to the Ameri- 
can Congress accordingly. And that John Winthrop, Esq., 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to make said representation. 

Read, and concurred, and Mr. Brown, of Boston, and 
Mr. dishing, of Scituate, are joined. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Boxvers, Major 
Cross, and Colonel Ornc, be a Committee to make an es- 
timate of the expense of fitting out ten Armed Sloops, to 
carry sixteen carriage guns, each. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 



Saturday, February 3, 17T6. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Report of 
the Committee of both Houses appointed to examine Doc- 
tor Samuel Gelston and Mr. John Brown. 

An Account of John Newton and others, for their time 
and expense in guarding Doctor Gelston and John Brown, 
from Rhode-Island to Watertoivn, and for their time going 
back. Read, and committed to Mr. Dix, Mr. Ingalls, and 
Colonel Godfrey. 

A Petition of William Eaton, of Deer-Island District, 
representing that said District is in a distressed situation, 
and praying that a Company may be stationed there for its 
protection- Read, and the Petitioner had leave to with- 
draw his Petition. 

The Committee on the Petition of Jeremiah Obrien, 
read February 2d, reported. Read, and recommitted. 

A Letter from the Honourable John Whetcomb, Esq., 
declining to take a commission as Brigadier for the Coun- 
ty of Worcester, on account of his age and infirmity. 

A Petition of Thomas Winship, of Lexington, setting 
forth, that he was wounded at the battle of Lexington, on 
the 19th April last, whereby he lost his musket and a fort- 
night's labour, and praying the consideration of Court. 
Read, and the Petitioner had leave to withdraw his Peti- 
tion. 

Afternoon. 

The House considered the Report of the Committees of 
both Houses who were appointed to examine Doctor Gel- 
ston and Mr. Brown, viz: 

In Council, February 3, 1776 : Whereas, it appears by 
Doctor Gelston's confession that he has contravened the 
Resolves of the American Congress, and has supplied the 
enemies of America with sundry articles of provision, and 
by other evidence it appears, that the same Samuel Gel- 
ston is unfriendly to the rights and liberties of this country: 
And whereas, the greatest danger must necessarily result 
from permitting such persons to go at large, and continue 
their traitorous practices of opposing the measures adopted 
for our defence, and of spreading false and discouraging 
rumours, and of communicating information of all our opera- 
tions to our unnatural enemies: And whereas, the said Gel- 
ston did make his escape from the Messenger of the ho- 
nourable House of Representatives, who had him in his 
keeping, and it appears that he should be effectually se- 
cured : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the said SamuelGelston 
be forthwith confined (A) at his own expense, in some Jail 
in this Colony, (B) there to remain till the further order of 
the Council. 



And whereas, it appears by the examination of John 
Brown and Doctor Gelston, that the said Brown, also, con- 
travened the Resolves of the American Congress, and 
aided the said Doctor Gelston in making his escape from 
the Messenger of the honourable House of Representatives, 
who had him in his custody, and carried himoff toUAorfe- 
Island, where he and the said Gelston were apprehended 
and secured by order of the honourable House: 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the said John Brown be 
forthwith confined (A) at his own expense, in some Jail in 
this Colony, (B) there to remain till the further order of 
the Council. 

And whereas, there was found in the custody of the said 
Brown, about ten pounds weight of India Tea, which is 
now in the custody of the Committee of this Court : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Messenger of the ho- 
nourable House of Representatives be directed to cause the 
said Tea to be publickly consumed by fire this day, at (C) 
one o'clock, P. M. 

In Council, February 3, 1776 : Read, and accepted. 
Read, and concurred, with the following amendments, 
viz: At A, dele the words, " at his own expense." At B, 
insert, "that the Council shall order;" and at C, dele 
'■' one" and insert " five." 

The Committee appointed to tring in a Resolve to ex- 
plain a clause in the Militia Bill, reported. Read, and 
debated, and the further consideration put off to Tuesday 
next, ten o'clock, A. M. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, Monday 

morning. 

Monday, February 5, 1776. 
Upon application of Mr. Phillips, Ordered, That Mr. 
Hading, the master-workman of the Powder-Mill erect- 
ing for the use of the Colony, have leave to repair to An- 
dover at any time after he has given such directions con- 
cerning the Mill at Stoughton, as that the other workman 
employed in that business may proceed thereon in his ab- 
sence, and assist the said Phillips in the Mill erecting at 
his risk. 

Whereas, representation has been made to this House, 
that Colonel Doane, of Barnstable County, has sent two 
Vessels to the West-Indies, loaded with the produce of the 
Colonies, and that Mr. Solomon Davis, of said Barnstable, 
is now loading two Vessels, and Mr. Cutt, of Saco, another, 
and that a Vessel at Falmouth, Casco-Bay, is likewise 
loading with the like produce, contrary to the Resolutions 
of the American Congress : 

Therefore, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Major Cross, 
and Mr. Story, with such as the honourable Board may 
join, be a Committee to make inquiry into the matter, and 
report what is proper to be done. 

The House made choice of Officers for the First and Se- 
cond Regiments of Militia in the County of Cumberland. 

Ordered, That Colonel Thompson procure all the Re- 
solves of the Continental Congress that can be had. 

Mr. Speaker was also desired to write to some of the 
Delegates of this Colony at the Continental Congress for 
four sets of all the Proceedings of said Congress, that are, 
or may from time to time be published. 

The Commissary-General having asked some directions 
of the House with respect to procuring Cannon : 

Ordered, That in this matter he use his best discretion 
in procuring the same as speedily as possible. 

— Afternoon. 

A Petition of Nathan Jones, of Goldsborough, setting 
forth, that a Vessel, &.C., was taken from him in the month 
of August last, by sundry persons from Deer-Island, and 
praying to be heard thereon. Read, and committed to 
Mr. Davis, Mr. Whitney, and Mr. Allen. 

A Petition of a number of the inhabitants of the East- 
erly part of the County of Lincoln, representing, that the 
Indians of St. Johns, are in great want of Clothing and 
Ammunition; that the Government of Nova-Scotia have 
offered to supply them ; that the said Tribes are willing 
to join the service of the Colonies, and have sent three of 
their Chiefs to wait on the. Court ; and praying that they 
may be supplied by the Court, and that a Truckmaster 
might be appointed for that purpose. Read, and com- 
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milted to Mr. Story and Colonel Smith, with such as the 
honourable Board may join. 

And the Committee are directed to confer with the In- 
dians on the subject. 

The Committee on the Letter of Benjamin Fessenden, 
dated Sandwich, January 13th, reported. Read, and com- 
mitted, with the papers accompanying, to the Committee 
of both Houses this day appointed to consider a represen- 
tation made to this House of several Vessels loading with 
the produce of the Colonies, &c. ; and the Committee are 
directed to consider the matter at large, and report what 
is proper to be done, and to sit forthwith. 

A Petition of Benjamin Foster, and others of Machias, 
praying the Court "to purchase several Vessels, &tc, which 
they took last summer. Read, and the Petitioners had 
leave to withdraw their Petition, 

A Petition of Benjamin Foster and James Noble Shan- 
non, in behalf of the Committee of Safety of Machias, 
praying that the Court would authorize some persons to 
take charge of a number of Armed Vessels which were 
taken from our enemies the summer past, by the inhabi- 
tants of said Machias, together with some valuable articles 
which were in the Vessels ; and also praying that the doings 
of said Committee may be established. Read, and com- 
mitted to Mr. Davis, Deacon Stone, and Mr. Knowles. 

Another Petition of the said Foster and Shannon, repre- 
senting that Captain John Coulson sailed from Machias 
about the first of December last, for St. Croix, and agreed 
with the Committee of Safety at said Machias to bring from 
thence fifteen hundred weight of Powder, and praying the 
directions of the Court. Read, and committed to the same 
Committee. 

Another Petition of said Foster and Shannon, signed 
also by James Lord, representing that one Ebenezer Beat 
was wounded in taking the Schooner Margarctta on the 
12th June last, and is now in this place in a languishing 
condition, and praying that the Court would order him to 
b&..received into some Hospital. Read, and committed to 
the same Committee. 

Benjamin White, Esquire, brought down the Report of 
a Committee of both Houses, appointed to consider the 
subject-matter of a Report of a Committee of this Court, 
the 10th ultimo, relative to the Petition of some of the in- 
habitants of Majabigivaduce, against the conduct of John 
Bakeman, Esquire. 

In Council, February 7, 1776: Resolved, That Wil- 
liam Lithgow, John Taylor, Ezekiel Fettce, Thomas 
Stinson, and Waterman Thomas, Esquires, Justices of the 
Peace for the County of Lincoln, or any three of them, 
(quorum unus,) are hereby required to make inquiry into 
the riot and injury committed by a number of persons, 
armed and disguised, against the person and property of 
John Bakeman, Esquire, and, also, respecting the conduct 
of some of the inhabitants of the County of Lincoln, in 
supplying the enemy with provisions and fuel, and of all 
breaches of the peace, and other disorders, committed in 
said County ; and, also, to inquire what persons have been 
guilty of contravening the Resolves of the American or 
Provincial Congresses, or the Acts or Ordinances of the 
General Court of this Colony ; and the said Justices are 
hereby empowered (A) to cause to come before them any 
persons accused in the premises, and such witnesses as 
may be found, and of them inquire, on oath, of all matters 
relative to the premises; and all persons who shall by 
such Justices be found so far guilty of the breach of the 
laws of this Colony, especially provided, or the breach of 
the peace, or of evil intent against the rights and liber- 
ties of America, as that, in their judgment, they ought to 
be brought to trial for their respective crimes and offences, 
that they cause such persons to recognise, with sureties, in 
such sums as shall appear to them reasonable, according to 
the circumstances of the accused, that they will appear and 
answer for their respective crimes and misdemeanors, at 
the Superior Court of Judicature, Court of Assize, and 
General Jail Delivery, next to be holden at Falmouth, in 
the County of Cumberland, within and for the Counties of 
Cumberland and Lincoln; and in default of their recog- 
nising, as aforesaid, the. said person, or persons, to commit 
to prispn, until they shall so recognise, or be legally dis- 



charged ; and all persons, of what quality or denomination 
soever, within the said County of Lincoln, are hereby com- 
manded to assist the said Justices in the inquiry into, and 
execution of all matters in the foregoing Order contained ;- 
which Justices, Officers, and Witnesses, shall be paid for 
their cost and expenses as in the law of this Colony is pro- 
vided, in case of conviction ; and in case there shall not be 
a conviction before the Court of Assize, they shall be paid 
as this Court shall hereafter order. 

In Council, February 5, 1776: Read, and accepted. 

Read, and concurred, with the amendment at A, viz: 
At A, add " and directed." 

Ordered, That Major Brooks, Colonel Ferry, and Cap- 
tain Wilson, be a Committee to inquire for some proper 
persons to be appointed Assay- Masters for Saltpetre, and 
report to the House. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Dwight, Deacon 
Plymplon, and Colonel Norton, be a Committee to exa- 
mine and make trial, or cause trial to be made, of any 
earths, mines, or materials, which may be thought proper 
for the production of Sulphur, at any place within the 
Colony. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Major Brooks, Major Ful- 
ler, and Captain Brown, of Watertown, with such as the 
honourable Board may join, be a Committee to take into 
consideration the present high price of Goods, and report 
what is proper to be done, at the next sitting of the Court. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Tuesday, February C, 177G. 

On the Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of Spen- 
cer, for Provisions supplied a Company of Minute-Men of 
said town, who marched, on the 19th of April last, in de- 
fence of. the country, which they procured of Mr. Jeremiah 
Whittemore : 

Resolved, That there be pa-id therefor, to Deacon Oli- 
ver Watson, the sum of six Pounds eight Shillings and 
three Pence, for the use of said Whittemore. 

On a motion, Ordered, That a Messenger go to the ho- 
nourable Board, desiring them to pass on all publick mat- 
ters as soon as possible, that the Court might have a recess 
this week. 

The Committee on the Petition of Caleb Hyde reported. 
Read, and accepted: 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury to the said Caleb Hyde, and others mentioned in said 
Petition, at the same rates as w T ere allowed to the Minute- 
Men who marched on the 19th of April last, for billeting 
and wages, they preparing and presenting Muster-Rolls to 
the Committee for examination, in the same manner as is 
ordered for the services of Minute-Men. 

The House, agreeable to the Order of the Day, consi- 
dered the Report of a Committee relative to the Poor of 
Boston and C'harlestown. 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be re- 
ferred to the first Tuesday of the next session. 

A Petition, Remonstrance, and Address, of the Town 
of Piltsfield, relative to the present form of Government 
in this Colony, and praying that the Court would issue 
orders for the election of a Governour and Lieutenant- 
Governour; that every Town may have the privilege of 
nominating Justices of the Peace, and every County its 
Judges, as well as the soldiers of every Company of Mili- 
tia their Officers ; and that no person may, at present, be 
allowed to sue for private debts, fee. Read, and ordered 
to lie. 

The House made choice of Field-Officers for the Eighth 
Regiment of Militia, in the County of Essex. 

Joseph Palmer, Esquire, brought down the Report of 
the Committee on the conduct of Colonel Cargill. Read, 
and recommitted, and Mr. Caldwell is appointed on said 
Committee, in the room of Colonel Freeman, absent. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Bowers, Colonel 
Lowell, and Colonel Godfry, be a Committee to bring in 
a Resolve for building ten Sloops, for Privateers. 

Afternoon. 

The House passed several Resolves for the payment of 
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the follpjyjpg sums to Captain Samuel Epes, for the use of He was admitted accordingly, and inforrried the House 

the persons hereafter mentioned, in full for their several (hat he had seventy-nine Fire-Arms in his possession, the 

Accounts forlpsses of guns, &tc, at battle, on the 19ih of property of this Colony, and requested that they might be 

April last, viz : appraised and put into the Continental Store for the use of 

For Jonathan Tarbell, ------- £2 11 the Army. His request was granted, and Mr. Cranson, 

/ For Henry Jacobs, --------38 Captain Ellis, and Mr. Devans, were appointed to appraise 

For Heirs of Benjamin Dcland, Jr., deceased, 2 14 the same accordingly, and Mr. Partridge was appointed 

For Samuel Cook, - ------212 to bring in a Resolve for this purpose. 

For Thomas Gardner, ------- 1 4 Mr. Partridge, agreeable Jo order, reported. Read, 

For Nathaniel Goldthwait, ------20 and accepted. 

. Eldad Taylor, Esq., brought down the Report of the Whereas, application has been made to this Court by 

Committee of both Houses, appointed to view the Harbour 1,is Excellency General Washington, for seventy-nine Fire- 

of Dartmouth, read January 29th, viz : Arms > lhe property ol this Colony, now in the possession 

That said Harbour is very convenient for all vessels of Colonel Larsons : 
from the West-Indies and the Southern Colonies, to re- Resolved, That Mr. Cranson, Mr. Devans, and Mr. 
treat to in time of danger, and is the only one for a great Elhs > be a Committee to appraise said Arms, and deliver 
extent of sea-coast, which can be secured in such a manner tlleIn t0 General Washington, or his order, he paying the 
as to serve for that purpose. We, therefore, think it will appraisement, or giving Ins receipt for the same ; and said 
be advantageous to the pubiick to fortify and secure the Committee are hereby ordered to pay the money, if re- 
same, which we apprehend may be done by stationing at ceived, to the Treasurer of this Colony, and lodge his 
that place a company of seventy-five men, including offi- receipt in the Secretary's Office. 

cers,some of whom to be of the train, and supplying them The House made choice of Field-Officers for the Third 

with ten pieces of cannon, viz: four nine-pounders and six and Fourth Regiments of Militia, in the County of Cum- 

six-pounders, with a requisite quantity of powder and ball. berland ; for those of the Second Regiment, in the County 

All which is humbly submitted. of Bristol; for those of the Seventh Regiment, in the Coun- 

In Council, February 6, 1776 : Read, and sent down. tv of Middlesex; for those of the Fifth Regiment, in the 

Read, and accepted. County of Essex; and for those of the Fourth Regiment 

m. tt i i u i r i . e (except the Second Major) in the County of Plymouth. 

lhe House passed several Kesolves for the payment of v ' J ' J J 

Accounts for losses at Bunker-Hill, on the 17th of June Ordered, That a message be sent to lhe honourable 
last, and at the battle of Lexington on the 19th of April Board, to know if they have passed upon the Resolve which 
) ast# passed the House the 27th day of December last, for sup- 
To Elisha March, the sum of - - - £3 4 P lvin g tl,e Committee for purchasing Saltpetre with seven 

■ To John Hemanway, 2 6 hundred Pounds. 

To Reuben Carlton, Administrator on the Samuel Holten, Esq., came down, and informed the 

Estate of Ebenezer Derrick, who was House that the honourable Board had non-concurred the 

killed in battle 6 16 Resolve of the House for depositing seven hundred Pounds 

To John Jones, the sum of - - - - 14 mt0 lhe llands ° r lne Committee for purchasing Saltpetre. 
To the Heirs, or Master of David Rob- The Committee on the Petition of Jeremiah Obrien, 
bins, who was killed, ....- 2 12 brought from the honourable Board the 2d current, report- 
To Robert Phelps, wounded, - - - - 2 ed. Read, and recommitted. 

To Israel Willard, 2 The Committee on the Petition of Jeremiah Obrien, 

To Joseph Wilder, -------- 100 aga i n reported. Read and accepted. 

To Nathaniel Cleaves, 2 12 Whereas, it is of importance that the enemies of the 

The House made choice of the following Officers for United Colonies should, as far as possible, be deprived of 

the Company to be stationed at P etna quid, in the County necessary supplies, whereby they may be rendered the less 

of Lincoln, &tc, viz: Caleb Turner, Captain; George capable of distressing this and the other Colonies aforesaid; 

Rogers, First Lieutenant; Thomas Thompson, Second and to effect this purpose, it is expedient and necessary 

Lieutenant ; Robert Giving, Commissary. Arrrjed Vessels should be fitted out and employed, to pre- 

The House also made choice of the following Officers vent supplies getting into the hands of our said enemies : 
for the Company to be stationed at St. Georges, in said Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee of Cone- 
County, viz: Benjamin Plummer, Captain ; Joseph Ro- spondence, Inspection and Safety, of Nexvburyport, with 
binson, First Lieutenant; James Thompson, Second Lieu- Captain Jeremiah Obrien, be a Committee to prepare, and 
tenant; James Minot, Commissai). in all respects equip and man, with fifty men each, inclu- 
And Thomas Rice, Esq., Mustermaster for the three ding officers, the Sloop Machias-Liberty, and Schooner 
Companies to be stationed in the County aforesaid. Diligent, now lying at Newburyport, and that the said 
The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for Committee recommend such proper persons to the honour- 
building ten Armed Sloops, reported. Read, and ac- able Council as may be necessary for officers of said Ves- 
cepied. sels, for the purpose above-mentioned, and when said Ves- 
Resohed, That there be built, at the pubiick expense sels are prepared, as aforesaid, the officers belonging to said 
of tins Colony, for the defence of American liberty, ten Vessels be commissionated by, and following such direc- 
Sloops-of-War, of one hundred and ten tons, or fifteen tons ,i . ons as . llie i' shal1 receive from time to time from the Coun- 
each, suitable to carry from fourteen to sixteen carriage- cil ot this Colony. 

guns, (six and four-pounders,) and that Captain Batchel- And !t is further Resolved, That the following sums, set 

der, Colonel Bowers, and Mr. Durfee, be a Committee, a S ainst the several ° ffice rs and men engaged in the above 

with such as the honourable Board shall join, to provide service shall be paid them upon their faithfully discharging 

materials, and employ proper persons to build said vessels, the duties assigned them, viz : A Captain, four Pounds per 

as soon as may be, for the purpose above said ; and that monlh '< F,rst Lieutenant, three Pounds per month ; Se- 

the sum of ten thousand Pounds be delivered to the said cond Lieutenant, two Pounds ten Shillings per month ; 

Committee, to enable them to proceed in building, rigging, Surgeon, two Pounds ten Shillings per month ; Master, two 

and finishing said Vessels, as soon as possible, and that Pounds per month ; Boatswain, one Pound ten Shillings per 

each one of the Committee be accountable to the General month; Carpenter, one Pound ten Shillings per month ; 

Court of this Colony, when thereunto called by the said Gunner, one Pound ten Shillings per month ; Pilot and 

Court, for the money he shall receive. Quartermaster, one Pound ten Shillings per month ; Stew- 

rpi tr .i j- j .-ii . >i i . ard, one Pound ten Shillings per month : Master-at-Arms. 

The House then adjourned till ten o clock, to-morrow '„ i, C i •»• .1 ■&' ., ' 

rnornin" J - ' one round ten Shillings per month; Foremast-Men, one 

• ■ °" — Pound four Shillings per month. 

W^ne8aar,Fi'briiaTy7,l776. And for further encouragement to the said Officers and 

Mr. Speaker informed the House that Colonel Parsons Seamen: 
was at the door, from his Excellency Genera! Washington, It is further Resolved, That they shall be intituled to 

and desired to be admitted, into the House. . one-third the proceeds of all captures that shall be by them 
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made and finally condemned agreeable to a law of this Co- 
lony, made and passed in the present session of the Gene- 
ral Court, intituled, " An act for the fixing out Armed Ves- 
sels, and for the trial and condemnation of Vessels that have 
been employed in aiding aud assisting our enemies," and 
in such proportions as is allowed the officers and seamen 
of the Armed Vessels fitted out on account of the United 
Colonies, by his Excellency General Washington, (A.) 

Afternoon. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down a Letter from Mr. 
Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., dated New- London, February 5, 
1776, relative to the arrival of Captain Packwood, with 
Powder. 

Read, and committed to the Committee appointed by a 
Resolve of this Court, which passed the House the 10th 
of January last, to settle the Accounts remaining unsettled 
on the books of the late Committee of Supplies, and to 
take care of several cargoes, &tc. And the Committee 
are directed to take order with respect to the sum left in 
St. Euitatia and Marlinico, by Captain Packwood, to 
purchase Powder. 

And David Cheever, Esq., is hereby appointed on said 
Committee, in the room of Colonel Porter. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Major 
Brooks, and Brigadier Godfry, be a Committee to consi- 
der at large the matter of paying Officers and Soldiers for 
their losses in battle on the 19th of April and 17tli of 
June last, and report. 

Resolved, That Doctor John Greenleafbe joined to the 
Committee appointed to receive, examine, and pay for all 
good and merchantable Saltpetre, at the rate heretofore 
established by this Court, that shall be manufactured in 
this Colony ; and that there be paid to the said Committee 
out of the Treasury of this Colony, the sum of fourteen hun- 
dred Pounds, to enable them to pay for the same, they to 
be accountable to this Court for the money they, or either 
of them shall receive ; and Mr. Jcdediah Phips is directed 
to attend at ffatertown on the second and fourth Tues- 
days of each month, for that purpose, until the first day of 
June next, and to advertise this order for their attendance, 
in the Watertown and Cambridge Newspapers three weeks 
successively. 

A Petition of a number of Inhabitants of the Eastern part 
of the County of Lincoln, praying that some Companies 
may be raised for the defence of the sea-coast there. Read, 
and committed to Mr. Hathaway, Colonel Thompson, and 
Colonel Bowers. 

The Committee appointed to consider the conduct of 
Mr. Elias Haskitt Derby, in importing Coffee and other 
goods from the Island of Dominica, contrary to the Re- 
solves of Congress, reported, viz: 

The Committee to whom was referred the consideration 
of Mr. Elias Haskitt Derby's conduct in importing Coffee 
and other goods from the Island of Dominica, contrary to 
the Resolves of Congress, have attended that service, and 
examined the several depositions in the case, as well as the 
orders given by Mr. Derby to Captain Lander, and heard 
several witnesses on the affair; upon the whole are of opi- 
nion, that the said Lander has acted quite contrary to the 
orders of his owner, and in direct violation of the Resolves 
of the Continental Congress; and as to Mr. Derby's conduct 
in this matter, the Committee are unanimously of opinion, 
that he has not himself, in the importation of those goods 
from Dominica, acted in any way contrary to the Resolves 
of the Continental Congress, and that he ought not to be 
charged with the misconduct and misbehaviour of the said 

Lander. Per order : ,, r „ „. . 

William Story, Chairman. 

The Committee are further of opinion, that the follow- 
ing Resolve pass this Court: 

Resolved, That the Coffee and such other articles as 
were imported contrary to the Association, in the Schooner 
William, Peter Lander, master, from Dominica, in the 
hands of the Committee of Correspondence of the Town 
of Ipswich, and of the Town of Beverly, or in the hands 
of whoever else, be stored at the charge and risk of the 
owner, and kept in safe custody till the further order of this 
Court. Read, and accepted. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down a Bill for encou- 



raging the fixing out of Armed Vessels, &c, and of repeal- 
ing a former Act for that purpose. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down two Petitions, viz : A 
Petition of Ann Coshommon, Indian woman, of ChilmarJc, 
in Dukes-County, and Benjamin Obadiah, Indian man, of 
Dartmouth, in the County of Bristol, praying for liberty 
to make sale of a certain tract of Land in Dartmouth, for • 
reasons therein set forth, with the following Resolve of 
Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, February 6, 1776: Resolved, That the 
prayer of the Petition be granted, and that Walter Spooner, 
Esq. , be, and he hereby is empowered to make sale of the 
tract of Land mentioned in said Petition, of which John 
Quanimon died seized, for the most the same will fetch, 
and make and execute a good deed, or deeds, in law, of 
the same to the purchaser, or purchasers, he observing the 
rules and directions in the law provided for the sale of real 
estates by executors and administrators, and the money 
arising by said sale to be put to interest, on good security, 
for the benefit of the legal heirs of the said John Quani- 
mon, and the interest of the money to be paid annually to 
the said heirs, on their making application to the said Wal- 
ter Spooner, Esq., he to be accountable to the General 
Court of this Colony when thereto required. 

Read, and concurred. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down a Petition of Thomas 
Symonds and Mary Thomas, native Indians, at Middle- 
borough, in the County of Plymouth, praying liberty to 
make sale of a piece of Land in Dartmouth, with the fol- 
lowing Resolve of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, February 6, 1776 : Resolved, That the 
prayer of the Petition be granted, and that Walter Spoo- 
ner, Esq., be, and he hereby is empowered to make sale 
of the tract of Land mentioned in said Petition, for the most 
the same will fetch, and to make and execute a good deed 
or deeds of the same to the purchaser, or purchasers, he 
observing the rules and directions of the law for the sale of 
the real estates by executors and administrators, and the 
money arising by such sale to be laid out by the said Wal- 
ter Spooner, Esq., in purchasing so much land for the 
benefit of said Indians, of where it will best accommodate 
them, as it will pay for, after deducting the necessary 
charges of such sales and purchase, and that the said Wal- 
ler Spooner, Esq., be accountable to the General Court of 
this Colony for his doings touching the premises. 

Read, and concurred. 

On the Petition and Account of a number of Soldiers in 
Captain Samuel Gridley's Regiment of Artillery, for losses 
sustained in the battle of Bunker's Hill, on the 17th of 
June last, 

Resolved, That there be allowed, and paid out of tha 
publick Treasury, to Captain Samuel Gridley, for the use 
of the several persons undernamed, the several sums set 
against each person's name, in full discharge of their accounl, 
viz: 

EphraimFlagg, £3 4 

Solomon Kimball, ........ 2 8 

John Kimball, --. 280 

Jonathan Silver, - ......014 

Enoch Davis, --" 113 2 

CalebFoot, --" 220 

William Patten, - - 0180 

Manuel Grace, - 0180 

Paul Giles, 220 

Ezra Reynolds, - 1 14 

Zachariah Holden, OHO 

James Sabres, -----..--090 

Zachariah Willis, - - 100 

Christopher Blanding, 1 60 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday, February, 8, 1775. 

A Bill for encouraging the fixing out of Armed Vessels 
to defend the Sea-Coast of America, and for erecting a 
Court to try and condemn all Vessels that shall be found 
infesting the same. Read a first time, and ordered to be 
read again at'twelve o'clock, this day. 

Thomas dishing, Esq., brought down the Resolve of 
this House of the 30th January last, containing the ap- 
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pointment of the three Major-Generals, with the following 
Vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, February 8, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendment at A, viz: At A dele the name of 
" Honourable James Warren, Esq., second Major-General." 

Voted, as the sense of this House, that the Money lent 
General Washington remain in the hands of the Paymas- 
ter-General till he receives a supply from the Continental 
Congress. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Resolve which 
passed the House yesterday on the Petition of Jeremiah 
Obrien, with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, February 8, 1776 : Read, and concurred, 
with the amendment at A, viz: At A insert, "the above 
establishment to continue until the last day of December 
next, unless this Court should think it expedient to dis- 
charge them sooner." 

Read, and concurred. 
' The Petition of the Selectmen of Reading, read January 
25, read again, and the prayer thereof granted ; and, there- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a precept issue to that Town for the 
choice of a Representative accordingly. 

Whereas, by a Resolve of the General Court, passed the 
19th of December last, all Officers and Soldiers who were, 
on the J 9th of April and 17th of June last past, engaged 
in battle with the Ministerial troops, and suffered loss of 
Clothing, Arms, and Accoutrements, should, upon appli- 
cation made to the General Court, with sufficient evidence 
of their having sustained such loss, be compensated : And 
whereas, delay in exhibiting those Accounts has prevented, 
and may further prevent, detection of fraud in many in- 
stances : 

Therefore, Resolved, That no Officer or Soldier who 
sustained any loss of Clothing, Fire-Arms, Ammunition, 
he, on the 19th of April, or on the 17th of June last past, 
by being engaged with the Ministerial troops, shall be 
entitled to any compensation therefor, who shall not ex- 
hibit the account thereof to this Court, on or before the 
first Tuesday of the next sitting of this Court ; and this 
Resolve shall be published in the Watertown Paper. 

(No account for losses on Buiiker-Riil to be allowed 
which are not exhibited before the first Tuesday of the 
next sitting of the Court.) 

Azor Orne, Esq., having been appointed by the Court 
a Major-General of the Militia of this Colony, moved that 
he might be excused from accepting that appointment. 
Considered, and 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be put 
off till to-morrow morning, ten o'clock. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the honourable 
Board, to know if they have passed upon the Resolve of 
the House for supplying the Committee for procuring Salt- 
petre with money for that purpose. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., came down and informed the 
House that the honourable Board had not passed upon the 
same, but that it was under consideration of the Board. 

Whereupon, the House directed Mr. Perry to desire Mr. 
Phips to tarry in town. 

The Bill for encouraging the fixing out of Armed Ves- 
sels, &c, read a second time, and committed to Mr. 
Speaker, Mr. Story, and Colonel Orne. 

Resolved,, That to-morrow, eleven o'clock, A. M., be 
assigned for a third reading of the said Bill. 

The House considered the Vote of the honourable Board 
on the Resolve of this House appointing three Major-Ge- 
nerals. 

An engrossed Bill for reviving and continuing sundry 
Laws that are expired, and near expiring, read, and 
Resolved, That it pass, to be enacted. 

The Selectmen of Bridgeivaier had leave to withdraw 
their Petition. 

A Petition, signer! Robert Harrington, James Kenny, 
and Moses Eayer, praying the Court to advance them the 
sum of two hundred Pounds, to enable therh to procure 
necessary Stock to mount a number of Cannon, &c. Read, 



and committed to Captain Stone, Colonel Barret, and Mr. 
Kingsbury. 

A Return from Cape-Elizabeth, of a Schooner proposed 
to be fitted out as a Privateer, and the number of men who 
would engage in that service, with a Petition of Isaac Bat- 
tle and Samuel Nichols, praying that said Schooner may 
be fitted out for that purpose. Read, and committed to 
the Committee appointed by the Court to build, ten Armed 
Sloops; and the said Committee are empowered to pur- 
chase, instead of building, Vessels as are suitable for the 
purpose. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the honourable 
Board, to desire them to send down the Report on Mr. 
Derby's affair, if not passed upon. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought the same down ac- 
cordingly. 

The Committee on the three Petitions of Benjamin Fos- 
ter and James Noble Shannon, entered 5th current, report- 
ed. Read, and not accepted ; and the Petitioners had leave 
to withdraw that which was first entered, and the other two 
were dismissed. 

On a Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of Mendon, 
praying allowance of an Account for Provision supplied 
the Companies that marched from that town on the 19th 
of April last : 

Resolved, That there be paid to the said Selectmen, out 
of the publick Treasury, the sum of thirty-eight Pounds 
four Shillings and four Pence, in full discharge thereof. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday, February 9, 1776. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the honourable 
Board, to desire them to send down the Report of the 
Committee appointed to view the Harbour of Dartmouth, 
if not passed upon by the Board. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought it down accordingly. 

Read, and committed to Captain Toby, Mr. Walker, 
and Captain Goodman, to, bring in a Resolve for the pur- 
pose expressed in said Report. 

Walter Spooner, brought down a number of Resolves 
of the honourable Continental Congress, and a Letter from 
the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., brought by Mr. Fes- 
senden, express. Read, and committed to Captain Stone, 
Mr. Partridge, Mr. Batchelder, Mr. Rice, and Colonel 
Lovcll. 

The House assigned three o'clock, in the afternoon, to 
hear a Petition of the Committee on Accounts, and seve- 
ral other Committees of the Court. 

James Prescott, Esq., brought down the list of Briga- 
diers, as chosen by the House the 30th January last, with 
the following Vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, February S, 1776: Read, and concurred 
with the amendment at A, B, C, viz: At A, dele "Gene- 
rals;" at B, dele "for the County of Middlesex, John Cum- 
mings, Esq.;" and at C, dele " for the County of Lincoln, 
Arthur Noble, Esq." 

Read, and concurred. 

The Bill for encouraging the fixing out of Armed Ves- 
sels, read a third time, and passed to be engrossed, with 
amendments. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down the following Re- 
solve, viz: 

In Council, February 9, 1776 : Whereas, Accounts 
have been presented to this Court for payment by several 
towns in this Colony, for Provisions supplied the men who 
marched from such towns, respectively, on the alarm on the 
19th of April last, and after, and no sufficient vouchers 
are lodged with such Accounts whereby it may be made 
evident that the publick had the benefit of such Provisions : 
And whereas, this Colony allowed to each man so march- 
ing, one penny per mile to refund his expense in travelling 
into camp, &c: 

Therefore, Resolved, That each Town who have pre- 
sented their Accounts to this Court for payment, and yet 
remain unpaid, and those who shall in future present such 
Accounts for payment, shall lodge with them, before they 
shall be passed on, a Certificate from the Officer who com- 
manded such men on the alarm aforesaid, that no part of 
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the Provisions mentioned in such Accounts were expended 
in their march to Head-Quarters, and a certificate from 
the Commissary what number of days such Company were 
in camp, and did not draw their allowance from the pub- 
lick stores. Read, and concurred. 

Resolved, That the following be the Form of an Inlist- 
ment to be signed by such Soldiers as are to be raised by 
this Colony in the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire) 
to join the American Army in Canada; and Brigadier 
Thompson is hereby appointed to get the same printed as 
soon as possible, viz: 

" We, the subscribers, do hereby severally inlist ourselves 
into the service of the United American Colonies, until 
the first day of January next, if the service should require 
it; and each of us do engage to furnish and carry with us 
into the service aforesaid, a good effective fire-arm and 
blanket, (also, a good bayonet, cartridge-pouch, and a 
hatchet, or tomahawk, or cuiiing-sword, if possible ;) 
and we severally consent to be formed into a Regiment 
under the command of such Field-Officers, Captains, and 
Subalterns, as are or may be appointed and commissionated 
by the American Congress, and, when so formed, we en- 
gage to march under said Officers into Canada, with the 
utmost expedition. And we further agree, during the time 
aforesaid, to be subject to such Generals, (A,) or superior 
officers, as are, or shall be appointed; and to be under such 
regulations, in every respect, as are provided for the Ame- 
rican Army. 

"Dated the of A. D. 1776." 

The House assigned four o'clock, in the afternoon, for 
the choice of a Brigadier for the County of Middlesex, in 
the room of John Cummings, Esq., negatived by the ho- 
nourable Board. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story bring in a Resolve for sup- 
plying the Committee for fixing out Vessels for Powder, 
with the sum of two thousand Pounds. 

The Committee on the Petition of Jeremiah Obrien, 
reported. Read, and recommitted. 

— Afternoon. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Form of an 
Inlistinent for the Soldiers going into Canada, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, February 9, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendment at A, viz : Dele " or superior," and 
insert in place thereof, " and other." 

Read, and concurred. 

An Account of Lydia Webb, widow, for sundries lost by 
her late husband at the battle at Bunker-Hill. 

Also, a Petition of Thomas Winship, of Lexington, re- 
presenting, that being wounded in battle on the 19th of 
April last, he lost his musket, and praying consideration 
and allowance. 

Read, and committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider Accounts of a like nature. 

Mr. Speaker laid upon the (able a sum of Money brought 
from Philadelphia, by Mr. Fessenden, to defray the ex- 
pense of raising, equipping, and paying the Forces to be 
sent by this Colony into Canada. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That Major Partridge, Mr. Whee- 
ler, and Mr. Brown, of Boston, be a Committee to receive 
the same, and pay it into the hands of the Receiver-Gene- 
ral, and take a receipt therefor, which receipt shall be 
lodged in the Secretary's Office. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the honourable 
Board, to know if they have passed upon the Resolve of 
the House for supplying the Committee for examining, re- 
ceiving, and buying, Saltpetre, with money, to enable them 
to pay for what they purchase. 

Mr. Story reported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony to the Honourable Benja- 
min Lincoln, Esq., and others, a Committee of this Court 
for fitting out ten Vessels to procure Gunpowder and Am- 
munition, Stc, the sum of two thousand Pounds for that 
purpose ; they to be accountable to this Court for the 
same. 

The Committee on the Petition of Robert Harrington 
and others, reported. Read, and accepted. 
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Reconsidered, and thereupon, Ordered, That a sum of 
Money be put into the hands of the Commissary -General 
for the use in said Petition mentioned. Recommitted for 
that purpose. 

Four Petitions of Colonel James Cargill: 

One, praying an allowance for Mr. Shubael Williams, of 
Long-Island, at Penobscot, who, to assist the Sea-Coast 
Guards to prevent the enemy from getting Wood from said 
Island, was obliged to quit his home, whereby he lost one 
hundred bushels of Grain, he. Read, and dismissed. 

Another, praying an allowance for the service of part of 
the Militia of the East Regiment in the County of Lincoln, 
which he sent to Penobscot-Bay and Forl-Poivnal, and 
with which he drove off several Vessels that were supply- 
ing the enemy. Read, and the Petitioner had leave to 
withdraw his Petition. 

Another, setting forth, that he was appointed by the 
Court to take the command of the six Companies on the Sea- 
Coast, in the County of Lincoln, and there being no estab- 
lishment for him, prays the direction of Court. Read, and 
committed to Mr. Perry, Major Ely, and Mr. Fessenden. 

The other praying directions with regard to the Schooner 
Dolphin. Read, and committed to the same Committee. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday, February 10, 1776. 

The Committee on the Resolve of Congress relative to 
the Forces going into Canada, reported. Read, and ac- 
cepted. 

Whereas, the votes and proceedings of the honourable 
Continental Congress respecting the Regiment now raising 
in this Colony to join the Continental Army in Canada, 
make it necessary that some alterations should be made in 
the Resolves of this Court of the 21st of January last, re- 
specting the encouragement thereby offered and proposed 
to such as should inlist themselves into the said service; 
and whereas, it is apprehended the mode of appointing the 
Captains, Subalterns, and non-Commissioned Officers there- 
in recommended, will retard the speedy inlistment, and 
forming the several Companies to be raised, (which ought 
to be forwarded with all possible despatch.) 

Therefore, Resolved, That the order of Court of the 
21st of Janvary last, relative to raising a Regiment of men 
in the Counties of Hampshire and Berkshire, to serve in 
Canada, so far as it relates to the two months' advance 
wages; the electing Captains, Subalterns, and non-Com- 
missioned Officers by the men ; and the Officers being con- 
fined to raise said Regiment in the Counties aforesaid, be 
reconsidered. 

Resolved, That the blank Commissions for the Captains, 
Subalterns, and Staff-Officers sent to this Court by the Con- 
tinental Congress for the said Regiment, be lodged in the 
hands of the Field-Officers appointed to raise and command 
said Regiment, as, also, Inlisting Papers, with orders to 
them, to deliver such Inlisting Papers to those men who 
come recommended to them for their loyalty to their coun- 
try, their courage and good conduct, as properly qualified 
for Officers, and upon their raising the complement of men 
assigned them, to deliver them their commissions. 

And for the encouragement of such as shall inlist them- 
selves into the said service : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That agreeable to the Resolves 
of the honourable Continental Congress, there shall be paid 
to each effective, able-bodied non-Commissioned Officer 
and Soldier, who shall inlist as aforesaid, and be properly 
accoutred according to the terms of their inlistment, the 
sum of forty Shillings, lawful money as a bounty. 

And, also, that there shall be advanced and paid to every 
Officer and Soldier one month's advance wages, that they 
may be enabled to purchase necessary Clothing ; both the 
said sums to be paid them upon passing muster. 

It is further Resolved, That those who have inlisted 
already, upon the former inlistment given out, upon their 
signing the inlistment now ordered, shall be entitled to the 
same bounty and privileges as if they had not before inlist- 
ed, and shall be entitled to receive pay from the date of 
their first inlistment ; the said sums of one month's advance 
wages, and forty Shillings bounty, to be in lieu of the two 
months' advance wages ordered in the said Resolves of the: 
21st of January. 



1448 



MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY, 4776. 



1444 



And Whereas, by the said Resolves of the 2lst of Jan- 
uary, three Companies were to be raised from the County 
'of Berkshire, as part of the said Regiment: And whereas, 
nearly four hundred men have already inlisted and marched 
from the said County of Berkshire, into Canada, to serve 
•the United Colonies there, until the 15th of April next, 
many of whom, it is hoped, and expected, will be willing 
to continue in the said service until the 1st day of January 
next : 

Thetefore, Resolved, That the Field-Officers of the said 
Regiment be directed to inlist, as soon as possible, out of 
those already marched as aforesaid, two whole Companies, 
to join the said Regiment; whose advance wages and boun- 
ty, including what they have already received from General 
Schuyler, shall be made equal in every respect to those 
who now inlist, according to the terms proposed by the 
honourable Continental Congress ; and that six Companies 
only be now raised for the said Regiment, until this Court 
shall be informed of the success of raising the said two 
Companies out of those now in Canada, as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That Brigadier Thompson get the foregoing 
printed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker and Major Hawley, with such 
as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to wait 
on his Excellency General Washington, to inform him that 
this Court is about to rise, and to know if he lias any ap- 
plication to make to the Court. 

The Committee appointed to examine the Money brought 
from Philadelphia by Mr. Fessenden, reported verbally : 

That they had examined the same, and found it agree- 
able to the invoice ; that they had deposited it in the pub- 
lick Treasury, and had taken the Treasurer's receipt there- 
for, which they had lodged in the Secretary's Office. 

The House made choice of Samuel Harnden, Esq., as 
Brigadier for the County of Lincoln, in the room of Ar- 
thur Noble, Esquire, who has been non-concurred by the 
Council. 

The House made choice of Oliver Prescott, Esq., as a 
Brigadier for the County of Middlesex, in the room of John 
Cummings, Esq., non-concurred by the Council. 

The Committee appointed to consider the necessity of 
raising a Company of Matrosses to defend the Fortress 
erected at Marblehead, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Whereas, it appears to be of great importance to the 
safety and welfare of this Colony, that the Harbour of Mar- 
blehead be effectually secured against the attacks of our 
enemies: And whereas, the inhabitants of that town have 
at a very great expense, erected Batteries, wherein twenty 
pieces of Cannon are mounted, and it being absolutely 
necessary for a successful defence, that there should be a 
number of men, well acquainted with the management of 
Cannon, appointed to said Batteries : 

Therefore, Resolved, That a Company of Matrosses, 
consisting of thirty-eight men, exclusive of officers, be im- 
mediately raised for the purpose aforesaid, and that a Cap- 
tain ami two Lieutenants be chosen for said Company, their 
pay to be the same with officers of the like rank on the 
Sea-Coast establishment ; and the Commanding Officer of 
the two Companies of Sea-Coast men stationed at Mar- 
blehead, is hereby directed and empowered to draft twen- 
ty-five men from each of said Companies to be joined to 
said Company of Matrosses, which will then consist of one 
hundred men, officers included. 

Afternoon, 

A Petition of Stephen Smith, of Machias, praying allow- 
ance for the expense he was at in supporting a number of 
Indians of the St. John's and Passamaquoddy Tribes, who 
came to Machias in December last, to agree upon some 
methods for establishing trade, and to promote a union be- 
tween said Tribes and this Colony. Read, and committed 
to the Committee appointed to consider the Report of a 
Committee relative to the Indians, &c. 

Whereas, the Committee on Accounts, the Committee 
for Signing, &c, the Bills emitted by order of this Court, 
the Committee on Clothing, and the Committees on the 
Muster-Rolls of the Army and Militia, have in their Me- 
morial represented, that in order to their discharging the 
duties Tequired of them, most o their time has been em- 
ployed, they having been deprived the pleasure and benefit 



of the publick debates, have been in a great measure pre- 
vented doing their duty to their particular constituents, by 
which they have been not a little injured, and praying that 
for part of their services they may be paid out of the pub- 
lick Treasury of this Colony. 

Therefore, Resolved, That the above Committee be paid 
for their respective services, one half out of the publick 
Treasury of this Colony, and the Committee. on Accounts 
are hereby directed to pay the same accordingly, and the 
other half to be made up in the Pay-Roll of the House of 
Representatives. 

The Committee on the state of the Ordnance, &c, at 
Falmouth, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Whereas, it appears from a state of the Ordnance Stores 
and Ammunition, for Small-Arms, at Falmouth, in the 
County of Cumberland, exhibited to this Court, that most 
of the Cannon there are unfit for use, and that the quan- 
tity of Shot, Powder and Flints, is very small. And as it 
is necessary for the general safety of the Province, and of 
that part of it in particular, that a supply of these articles 
should be immediately procured : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Commissary-General of 
this Colony be, and hereby is empowered and directed to 
procure, as soon as possible, at the expense of this Colony, 
ten good Cannon, as follows, viz: three twelve-pounders, 
three nine-pounders, and four six-pounders, together with 
one hundred round-shot for each Cannon, suitable for the 
same ; also nine hundred weight of Powder, and one thou- 
sand Flints. 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Monday, February 12, 1776. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
his Excellency General Washington, representing that the 
Army is in want of Fire-Arms, and proposing that the 
Court would depute some of its Members to make appli- 
cation to the different Towns for a quantity thereof. 

Read, and committed to Colonel Orne and Mr. Cush- 
ing, with such as the honourable Board may join. 

The Resolve appointing Mr. Isaac Loihrop to present 
the state of disbursements of this Colony, fcc, to the Con- 
tinental Congress, was read, and Mr. Isaac Lothrop hav- 
ing declined accepting that trust, his name waserased, and 
that of Mr. Joseph Henderson, who was appointed by the 
House in the room of Mr. Lothrop, on the first of Febru- 
ary current, was inserted instead thereof. 

Resolved, That Mr. Henderson be allowed for such ser- 
vice the sum of thirty-five Pounds, provided he is not 
obliged to tarry at Philadelphia longer than one fortnight, 
in which case he is to have a further allowance, as this 
Court shall judge reasonable, and that Colonel Orne bring 
in a Resolve expressive of this agreement. 

E/dad Taylor, Esquire, brought down the following Vote 
of Council, viz: 

In Council, February 12, 1776: Ordered, That John 
Winthrop, Esquire, with such as the honourable House 
shall join, be a Committee to prepare a Proclamation for 
a General Fast throughout this Colony. 

Read, and concurred, and Major Hawley and Mr. Hop- 
kins are joined. 

A Petition of Hannah Goldthwait, late of Boston, set- 
ting forth, that she is in low and declining circumstances, 
and praying the Court to order a sum of money to be paid 
to her which was taken by order of Court from Mr. White, 
of Marblehead, who brought the same out of Boston, from 
her husband for her. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Dix, Mr. Cooper, and Mr. 
Hobart. 

The Committee to whom was referred the consideration 
of the Petition of a number of the inhabitants of the County 
of Lincoln, reported, that they are of opinion, that it is of 
great importance tliat the St. John's and Pastamaquoddy 
Indians should be furnished by this Colony with ammuni- 
tion and such articles as are necessary for them, and that 
they may not be obliged to seek supplies elsewhere ; and, 
therefore, report the following Resolves, viz: 

Resolved, That a Truckmaster be appointed by this 
Court to reside at Machias, and that the sum of four hun- 
dred Pounds be paid out of the publick Treasury of this 
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Colony to said Truckmaster, to enable him to procure such 
Ammunition, and other articles of goods, as may be neces- 
sary to supply the said Indians with, and that he set the 
article he shall supply them with at a moderate advance, 
and take in return therefor their furs and other things they 
may procure in hunting, he, the said Truckmaster to be 
accountable to this Court for the said money, and his con- 
duct in this affair. 

And it is further Resolved, That John Steele be desired 
to repair to Machias, as soon as may be, and there act as 
Armourer in repairing the said Indians' guns, and such 
others as may be sent him by order of this Court, and that 
for his service and the use of his tools, there be allowed and 
paid to him after the rate of four Pounds per month, to com- 
mence from the time of his setting off from Ncivburyport, 
till the further order of this Court. 

And that the said Truckmaster furnish the said Ar- 
mourer with stock to proceed in his business, and receive 
from the Indians, and others, such pay on account of this 
Colony as shall be reasonable for the stock and work done. 

The House made choice of Jonathan Warner, Esquire, 
as a Brigadier for the County of Worcester, in the room of 
Brigadier Wheicomb, who declines accepting that appoint- 
ment. 

Afternoon. 

The Petition of Doctor James Pecker, read, and com- 
mitted to the Committee on Accounts. 

The Committee on the Petition of Hannah Goldthwait 
reported, that they found the fact set forth in said Petition 
true, and that the sum taken into custody by order of this 
Court was sixty Pounds. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That the said sum of sixty Pounds 
be granted and paid out of the publick Treasury, to her, or 
Iter order, for the purpose mentioned in said Petition. 

Colonel Orne, agreeable to order, reported. Read, and 
accepted. 

Whereas, Mr. Joseph Henderson is, by this Court, ap- 
pointed to carry, exhibit, and adjust the Accounts of this 
Colony with the honourable Continental Congress at Phi- 
ladelphia: 

Therefore, Resolved, That there shall be paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, to the said Joseph Hen- 
derson, for his time and expenses on said journey to and 
from Philadelphia, for the above purposes, the sum of 
thirty-five Pounds ; and should the said Joseph Henderson 
be detained longer at Philadelphia than fourteen days qn 
said service, he shall in that case receive a further compen- 
sation for his services. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses on the Letter of his Excellency 
General Washington, this day received. Read, and ac- 
cepted. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed in the several 
Counties of Suffolk, Essex, Middlesex, Hampshire, Wor- 
cester, Plymouth, Bristol, and York, to purchase, as early 
as possible, in the recess of this Court, all the good and ef- 
fective Fire-Arms which are to be obtained in the several 
towns in the Counties aforesaid, on the best terms they 
may be had, and forward them without delay to his Excel- 
lency General Washington, or his order. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to his Excellency 
to deliver to the Chairman of each Committee for the se- 
veral Counties aforesaid, such sum, or sums, of money as 
may be sufficient to enable them to execute their commis- 
sion with ease and despatch ; they to be accountable to his 
Excellency for the same. 

The House assigned eleven o'clock, to-morrow, A. M., 
for the choice of a Committee for the purposes expressed 
in the foregoing Resolves. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Account of 
Captain Jeremiah Obrien, reported : 

That by examining said Obrien's Account, they find 
the whole of the provision, &c, for billeting the men un- 
der his command, amounts to no more than five Shillings 
and six Pence per week each, and as said Captain Obrien 
has no other vouchers, the Committee are of opinion that 
his Account is just ; said Account being three hundred and 
seventy-one Pounds, and the Account for cordage, tallow, 
iron, Sic, belonging to the vessels, by said Obrien's ac- 



count, is the further sum of one hundred and twenty-fiver 
Pounds five Shillings, which sums amount to four hundred' 
and ninety -six Pounds five Shillings, out of which sum he, 
the said Obrien, has received the sum of one hundred and 
sixty Pounds, which leaves the sum of three Hundred and ; 
thirty-six Pounds five Shillings. The said Committee,- 
therefore, report the following Resolve, viz. Read, and' 
accepted. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury 
of this Colony, to the said Captain Jeremiah Obrien, the 
sum of three hundred and thirty-six Pounds five Shillings, 
in full discharge of said Accounts. 

Further Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick 
Treasury of this Colony, to Captain Jeremiah Obrien, his 
Officers and Seamen, under his command, since the 21st 
day of August, 1775, on board the Sloop Machias-Liberty, 
and the Schooner Diligent, the sum of eight hundred and 
four Pounds four Shillings and two Pence, in full discharge 
for their services on board said Vessels, until the first day 
of February, 1776. 

The Committee on the Memorial of Benjamin Foster, 
and James Noble Shannon, reported. Read, and not ac- 
cepted, and they had leave to withdraw their Memorial. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the Resolve of the 
House of the 8th current, limiting the time for receiving 
Accounts for losses on Bunker-Hill, he, with the follow- 
ing Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, February 12, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
as taken into a new draft, viz: 

Whereas, by a Resolve of the General Court, passed 
the 19th of December last, all Officers and Soldiers who 
were, on the 19th of April and 17th of June last past, en- 
gaged in battle with the Ministerial troops, and suffered loss 
of Clothing, Arms, and Accoutrements, should, upon appli- 
cation made to the General Court, with sufficient evidence 
of their having sustained such loss, be compensated : And 
whereas, (A) by delaying to exhibit said Accounts, (B) 
the persons who suffered those losses may be deprived of 
the evidence necessary for them to produce in order to their 
being compensated: (C.) 

Resolved, That all Officers and Soldiers who sustained 
any loss of Clothing, Fire- Arms, Ammunition, &c, by being 
engaged in battle with the Ministerial troops on the 19th 
April and 17th of June last, are hereby notified, that unless 
they shall exhibit a particular account of their losses to this 
Court, on or before the second Tuesday of the next sitting 
of the same, they will be deprived of the benefit of compen- 
sation ; and that this Resolve be priuted in the Watertown 
and Cambridge Newspapers, three weeks successively. 

Read, and concurred, with the amendment at A,B, and 
C, viz : At A, dele " by " and insert " the," and dele from 
B to C, and insert " may give occasion to fraud and impo- 
sitions." 

The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Tuesday, February 13, 1776. 
Ordered, That Mr. Story procure and forward to the 
Members of the Continental Congress, who represented 
this Colony, the Journals of this House, and Acts of the 
Court. 

Jcdediah Foster, Esq., brought down a Bill entitled " An 
Act to carry into execution a Resolve of the American 
Congress, for ascertaining the number of Inhabitants io 
this Colony." 

Read a first time, and ordered to be read again at four 
o'clock, in the afternoon.. 

Also the following Resolve, viz: 

In Council, February 12, 1776: Whereas, it has been 
found necessary to deposite in the hands of Committees 
large sums of money, for defraying the charges incurred in 
the present unhappy contest, and a balance is often left in 
the hands of such Committees, which sums, though they 
may be paid into the Treasury of this Colony, and a re- 
ceipt given by the Treasurer for the same, yet, unless the 
Treasurer should credit the Colony for such sums, a loss 
may happen by such receipts being mislaid or forgotten : 

Therefore, Resolved, That all such receipts be lodged 
with the Secretary, who, upon his receiving the same,, 
shall immediately enter all such sums in a book, to be by 
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him kept for that purpose, to be produced when there 
shall be an adjustment of the Treasurer's Accounts. And 
all Committees who shall be hereafter trusted with sums 
of publick moneys, shall not be considered as discharged 
of such balance in their hands, until they shall lodge the 
Treasurer's receipts in the Secretary's hands, for the pur- 
pose aforesaid. 

Read, and concurred. 

Mosejs Gill, Esq., brought down a Resolve for encou- 
raging the building of Powder-Mills. 

Read, and non-concurred. 

Ordered, That Major Ha why, Mr. dishing, and Mr. 
Brown, of Boston, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve 
to encourage the building of Powder-Mills. 

Whereas, it appears to this Court that it will be greatly 
conducive to the safety and welfare of this and the other 
Colonies, at a time of common danger, that a Committee 
be chosen in each town, and one only, for the special busi- 
ness of attending to the political and general interests of the 
Colonies, while the attention of the other Officers are em- 
ployed about the particular concerns of their respective 
towns; in order to this, and to prevent the confusion and 
mischiefs which may arise by the multiplying of Commit- 
tees diversely denominated, for purposes nearly the same : 

Resolved, That the several Towns in this Colony be, 
and hereby are directed and empowered at their Annual 
Town-Meetings in March, to choose by written votes of 
such as are qualified by law to vote for Representatives, or 
in [own affairs, such a number of the Freeholders, inhabi- 
tants of said towns, respectively, as they shall think proper, 
whose principles are known to be friendly to the rights and 
liberties of America, to serve as a Committee of Corre- 
spondence, Inspection, and Safety, for the year then next 
ensiling; and any or either of them for unfaithfulness in 
their office to remove, and others choose in their room, at 
any other Town-Meeting legally assembled for that pur- 
pose ; whose business shall be to communicate with de- 
spatch any matters of importance to the publick, that may 
come to their knowledge, lo the Committees of the same 
denomination of any other Town, County, or Colony, which 
it may particularly concern, or to the General Assembly of 
this Colony, or, in their recess, to the Council; and also to 
inspect whether there are any inhabitants of, or residents in 
their respective towns, who violate the Association of the 
Continental Congress, or any other the resolves, direc- 
tions, or recommendations of said Congress, or Acts or Re- 
solves of the General Court and preceding Congresses of 
this Colony, respecting the present struggle with Great 
Britain; and if any such be found, that they proceed with 
them in such manner as the Resolves of the Continental 
Congress, or the Laws or Resolves of this Colony do or shall 
direct : That they make known to the General Court, or 
to the Council, all gross breaches of trust in any Officers, 
or Servants of this Colony, that may come under their ob- 
servation, that they use their utmost influence to promote 
peace and harmony in their respective towns ; as, also, faith- 
fully to execute any Orders or Resolves of this Court which 
may be to them directed, from time to time, during their 
continuance in office. 

And in order to enable said Committee to proceed in a 
uniform and judicious discharge of the duty assigned them: 

It is further Resolved, That said Committee be duly fur- 
nished with all the Resolves of the Continental Congress, 
which have been or may hereafter be published, that has 
any relation to their office ; and that Captain Brown, of 
Watertown, be a Committee during the recess of this Court, 
to procure and cause the same to be printed and sent to 
the Town-Clerks of the several towns in this Colony, for 
the use and inspection of said Committees, &c, and also 
this Resolve in handbills, immediately, and sent to the 
several towns in this Colony. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
St. Eitstalia, signed Yankoo, dated December 14th, enclos- 
ing a number of Newspapers. Read, and sent up. 

Afternoon. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General of this Colony 

be, and hereby is empowered and directed to make use of 

the Continental Money now in the Treasury, transmitted 

M> this Colony by the honourable Continental Congress, as 



well as the Bills emitted by this Colony, for discharging all 
Warrants drawn upon by the Council of this Colony. 

The Commissary-General having informed the House 
that it was the opinion of Mr. Burbeck, Engineer, that it 
would be best that the Field-Pieces which the said Com- 
missary was directed lo procure for the use of this Colony 
be all three- pounders, 

Ordered, That this matter be committed to Mr. De- 
vans and Colonel Ome, with such as the honourable Board 
may join, to consider thereon, and report. 

The Committee on the Petition of Samuel Jaclison, of 
Plymouth, reported. Read, and the Petitioner had leave 
to withdraw it and his Petition. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down a Letter from 
Colonel Otis, of Barnstable, in the County of Barnstabje, 
relative to raising men in that County and the County of 
Plymouth. Read, and concurred lo lie. 

The House proceeded to the choice of Committees to 
purchase Fire- Arms in the recess of the Court, agreeable 
to a Resolve of yesterday, viz: 

For the County of Suffolk : Captain Ellis, Mr. Witherton, 
Colonel Thayer, and Mr. Metcalf. 

For the County of Essex: Mr. Jewett, Captain Epes, Mr. 
Ingalls, and Mr. Johnson, oHLynn. 

For the County of Middlesex: Colonel Barret, Mr. Stick- 
ney, Colonel Perry, Mr. Bryant. 

For the County of Hampshire : Captain Goodman, Mr. 
Cranson, Colonel Field, Major Ely, and Major Bliss. 

For the County of Worcester: Mr. Singlelary, Captain Par- 
ker, Captain Moore, Mr. Stone, and Colonel Grout. 

For the County of Plymouth : Colonel Mitchell, Major 
Cushing, Major While, and Mr. Partridge. 

For the County of Bristol: Colonel Williams, Mr. Hatha- 
way, Captain Tobey, and Mr. Starkweather. 

For the County of York: Mr. Hovey, Captain Bragdon, 
and Major Goodwin. 

A Petition ofAbijah Moore, of Putney, in the Province 
of New- York, praying the Court lo take under considera- 
tion a Roll exhibited with said Petition, of a number of 
men who marched to Cambridge soon after the 19th day of 
April test. Read, and referred to the next session. Re- 
considered, and committed to the Committee on the Mus- 
ter-Roils of the Minute-Men and Militia. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the honourable 
Board, to desire them to send down the Resolve of Con- 
gress for numbering the Inhabitants. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought the same down accordingly. 

On the Account oiLydia Webb, for sundries lost by her 
late husband on the 19lh of April last: 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury, to the Heirs of Jotham Webb, the sum of three 
Pounds fourteen Shillings and four Pence, in full of said 
Account. 

The Bill, intituled, " An Act to carry into execution a 
Resolve of the American Congress for ascertaining the 
number of Inhabitants in the Colony." Read a second 
time, and committed to Major Hatvley, Captain Stone, and 
Doctor Rice. 

The House gave Mr. Speaker leave of absence after 
to-morrow noon. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to know if they have passed on the choice of a Brigadier 
for the County of Worcester. 

Accordingly, Moses Gill, Esq., came down, and in- 
formed the House that the honourable Board had concur- 
red the same. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve to en- 
courage the building of Powder-Mills, reported. Read, 
and accepted. 

Whereas, the invention and industry of the inhabitants 
of this Colony have been excited by the barbarous policy 
of Britain, and by the encouragement given by the Gene- 
ral Court to seek internal resources of warlike stores, and 
have been so far succeeded that much greater quantities of 
that capital article, Saltpetre, has, and probably will be 
made here, than the Powder-Mills now erecting at Stough- 
ton and Andover will be able to manufacture into Gun- 
powder: And whereas, experience, and the present appa- 
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rent designs of Administration, strongly dictate the neces- 
sity of guarding against the want of that important article, 
which we presume may be done by encouraging indivi- 
duals to erect Powder-Mills: 

Therefore, Resolved, That a bounty, or premium, of 
fifty Pounds, shall be paid out of the Treasury of this Co- 
lony, to the person, or persons, who shall, at his or their 
own expense, erect the first Powder- Mil! in this Colony, 
other than the aforementioned, capable of manufacturing at 
least fifty pounds weight of Powder per day, and shall 
make and manufacture therein ten hundred pounds weight 
of good and merchantable Gunpowder, to be judged and 
approved of by a Committee to be appointed by this 
Court. Also, that a bounty, or premium, of thirty Pounds, 
shall be paid out of the Treasury of this Colony, to the 
person, or persons, who shall , in like manner, erect a se- 
cond Powder-Mill, (other than those mentioned in the 
Preamble,) and make and manufacture therein ten hundred 
pounds weight of good, merchantable Gunpowder, to be 
judged of and approved as aforesaid : Provided, always, 
That the said Mills shall be erected, and the Powder ma- 
nufactured therein within six months from the 15th day of 
February, current; and that the said Mills shall be erected 
within such Towns or Plantations as the General Court of 
this Colony shall license, or, in the recess of the same, as 
shall be .licensed by the Council, and in such part or parts 
of such licensed town, as shall be approved by the major 
part of the Selectmen thereof. 

The House then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Wodnesday, February 14, 1776. 

Resolved, That Richard Devans, Esq., Commissary- 
General of this Colony, be, and hereby is added to the 
Committee to examine, receive, purchase, and pay for 
Saltpetre. 

An engrossed Bill, for encouraging the fixing out of 
Armed Vessels to defend the Sea-Coasts of America, and 
for erecting a Court to try and condemn all Vessels that 
shall be found infesting the same. 

Read, and Resolved, That it pass to be enacted. 

On one of the Petitions of Colonel Cargill, read Febru- 
ary 9th : 

Resolved, That he be allowed to detain the Schooner 
therein mentioned till further orders of this Court, and be 
accountable for her earnings when required. 

A Petition of a number of Inhabitants of the Eastern 
part of the County of Lincoln, earnestly praying the Court 
to consider the situation of that part of the Colony, and to 
grant them some protection. Read, and committed (to- 
gether with the last part of the Report of the Committee of 
both Houses on the conduct of Colonel Cargill) to Mr. 
Davis, Colonel Thompson, and Colonel Thurston. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury 
of this Colony, to the Committee of this Court appointed 
to procure Wood for the Continental Army, the sum of one 
thousand Pounds, to enable them to perform that service, 
they to be accountable to this Court for the same. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, to Thomas Crafts, Esq., 
Captain Edward Procter, and Messrs. Daniel Sigourney 
and Winthrop Gray, (or any two of them,) a Committee 
of this Court to receive the Inhabitants of Boston at Chel- 
sea, and prevent the spreading of them Sail-Pox, the sum 
of three hundred Pounds, further to enable them to defray 
the expense which has arisen, or may arise by supporting 
said inhabitants, until they can be removed to other towns 
with safety lo the country, they to be accountable to this 
Court for the same. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to know if they have passed upon the Resolve of the House 
for appointing a Truckmaster at Machias. 

John Taylor, Esq., came down, and informed the House 
that the honourable Board had concurred the same. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to inform them that the House propose, at twelve o'clock, 
this day, to come to the choice of a Truckmaster, to reside 
at Machias, by joint ballot with the Board. 

Walter Spooner, Esquire, came down and informed the 



House that the honourable Board agreed to come to the 
choice of a Truckmaster, to reside at Machias, agreeable 
to the proposal of the House. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to inform them that this House is ready lo proceed to the 
choice of a Truckmaster for Machias. Then, 

Ordered, That Deacon Stickney, Captain Vose, and 
Colonel Spaulding, be a Corhmittee to count and sort the 
votes. 

Thomas Cushing, Esquire, came down and informed the 
House that the Board were ready to proceed to the choice 
of a Truckmaster for Machias. 

The Committee, having carried up the voles, reported 
that Mr. Stephen Smith was unanimously chosen. 

The Committee on the Resolve of Congress reported a 
Resolve for collecting Silver and Gold. Read, and Com- 
mittees being appointed for that purpose, agreeable thereto, 
the Report was recommitted to Mr. Story, to be drawn 
into a Resolve. 

Ordered, That Colonel Orne bring in a Form of an En- 
listment, to be signed by the Company of Matrosses tQ.be 
raised for Marblehcad. 

The House made choice of Field-Officers for the First 
Regiment of Militia for the County of Essex. 



Afternoon. 

A Pay-Roll of the Company which marched thirty-six 
miles from Stockbridge and West-Stockbridge, May 10, 
1775, under the command of Captain Abraham Brown, 
for the reduction of Ticonderoga, at the request of Colonel 
Benedict Arnold, &ic. Read, and committed to the Com- 
mittee on the Rolls of the Militia and Minute-Men. 

Resolved, That Colonel Orne be, and he hereby is ap- 
pointed to raise, as soon as may be, and muster, a Com- 
pany of Matrosses, to be stationed in the Town of Marble- 
head, agreeable to a Resolve of this Court, passed the 
House of Representatives the 10th instant ; and that jhe 
following be a Form of Inlistment for the said Company of 
Matrosses : 

" We, the subscribers, do hereby engage and inlist purr 
selves, as Matrosses, in the service of the Massachusetts 
Colony, for the defence and protection of the Sea-CqastS 
in said Colony, from the day of our inlistment to the last 
day of December, 1776, on the establishment for that pHF 
pose made, unless the said service shall admit of a discharge 
of a part, or the whole, sooner, which is to be deiermiiied 
by the General Court of said Colony; and we do hereby 
oblige ourselves to submit to all the orders and regulations 
of the Army, and faithfully to observe and obey all such 
orders as we shall, from time to time, receive from our bif 
perior officers." 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to desire them to send down Captain Obrien's Muster- 
Roll, if they have not passed upon it. 

Jedediah Foster, Esquire, brought it down accordingly, 
and it was recommitted to Captain Epes, Captain Hatha- , 
way, and Captain Partridge. 

Mr. Story, agreeable to order, reported. Read and ac- 
cepted. 

Whereas, the honourable the Continental Congress have 
desired this Court to make application to the several towns 
in this Colony, to know what quantity of Silver and Gold 
can be procured in exchange for the Continental Bills, as 
that sort of money is greatly wanted, to support that part 
of the Army gone against Quebeck: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the persons hereafter named, 
in each County of this Colony, be a Committee to make 
inquiry, what money, in Silver and Gold, can be procured 
in exchange for Continental Bills ; and the same Commit- 
tee are required to obtain subscription, in their several 
Counties, of all persons that are willing, in this time of dan- 
ger and distress, to exchange hard money for said Bills, 
and that each person set down, against bis name, the 
amount of such sum as he is ready to exchange; and that 
the said Committee make report of their doings therein on 
the second day of the next sitting of this Court ; and that 
Mr. Perry, Colonel Lovell, and Colonel Davis, for the 
County of Suffolk; Colonel Orne, Major Cross, Mr. Hop- 
kins, and Mr. Phillips, for the County of Essex; Mr, 
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Hall, Colonel Barret, and Mr. Hobart, for the County of 
Middlesex ; Major Hawley, Major Ely, Colonel Bliss, and 
Captain Goodman, (A,) for the County of Hampshire; 
Sir. Pushing, Mr. Turner, and Major White, for the Coun- 
ty of Plymouth ; Colonel Otis and Colonel Doan, for the 
County of Barnstable ; Mr. Durfee, Colonel Boivers, Col- 
onel Godfrey, and Colonel Carpenter, for the County of 
Bristol; Captain Parker, Esquire Caldwell, Deacon Raw- 
son, Mr. Singletary, Mr. Bancroft, and Mr. ff heeler, for 
the County of Worcester; Deacon Curtis, Doctor Whiting, 
and Mr, Dickenson, for the County of Berkshire; Captain 
Bragdon, Deacon Hovey, and Colonel Snyer, for the 
County of York ; Mr. Freeman, Brigadier Thompson, and 
Mr. Fabyan, for the County of Cumberland ; Mr. Rice, 
Captain Roivard, Major Sewall, and Captain Jones, for 
the County of Lincoln; Colonel Norton, for the County 
of Dukes- County; and Mr. Stephen Hussey, for the Coun- 
. ty of Nantucket, be a Committee for the purposes above 
said ; and that Esquire Davis give notice to Mr. Hussey 
of his being appointed for the purpose aforesaid. 

The Qo/nmiltee to whom was committed the Report of 
a Committee of both Houses, relative to the defence of 
Dartmouth Harbour, reported. Read, and recommitted ; 
arid the Committee were directed to make an estimate, Stc. 

John Taylor, Esquire, brought down the Report of a 
Cqrnmitj.ee of both Houses, appointed to inquire after vir- 
gin Lead. 

The Committee appointed to appraise a number of Fire- 
Arms, the property of this Colony, in the possession of 
Colonel Parsons, reported, that they have appraised the 
same at forty-eight Shillings each, amounting, in the whole, 
to one hundred and eighty-nine Pounds twelve Shillings, 
and delivered them to General Washington; that they 
have received the money for the same, and paid it Into 
the bimd.s of the Treasurer of this Colony, and taken his 
receipt therefor, which they have Jodged in the Secretary's 
Office. 

Whereas, the Honourable Joseph Frye, Esquire, who 
has been appointed by this Court to the command of the 
forces stationed at Falmouth, in the County of Cumberland, 
is appointed Brigadier-General in the Continental Army, 
and as it may be necessary, in case of his accepting the 
said trust, to have some other person appointed to the 
command at Falmouth, before the next sitting of this Court : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Council be, and hereby 
are empowered to appoint some person to such command 
at Falmouth, on their being certified, in the recess of the 
Court, that the said Joseph Frye, Esquire, has accepted 
the^ appointment of the office of Brigadier-General, as 
aforesaid. 

A new draft of a Bill, entitled " An Act for the carry- 
ing into execution a Resolve of the American Congress 
for ascertaining the number of Inhabitants in this Colony." 
Read a first and second time, and ordered to be read again 
to-morrow, nine o'clock, A. M. 

. Ordered, That Mr. Perry procure a transcript of the 
Resolve of Congress recommending the several Provincial 
Assemblies to assist the General in procuring Fire- Arms, 
printed, one for each of the Committees who are appointed 
to procure them. 

: Whereas, sundry persons of this Colony have joined our 
unnatural en_emies, who are, in a hostile manner, endea- 
vouring to enslave the United Colonies, and others have 
absconded, and removed themselves out of this Colony, 
with intent either to aid the despotick measures of our ene- 
mies, or to escape the trouble and expense of a manly op- 
position to our wicked adversaries ; and divers of both sorts 
have left estates, either real or personal, much of which 
has been already wasted, and more is liable to waste ; and 
as some of said persons have, by various arts, obtained the 
rents of such deserted estates, and such personal estates, 
also, or the proceeds thereof: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Selectmen and the Com- 
mittee, of Correspondence (if any such) of any town in this 
Colony, where, in their opinion, there is any such real or 
personal estate as aforesaid, shall, and they hereby are em- 
powered andT directed, until the further order of this Court, 
according to their best discretion and judgment, to take 
possession of,itnd so to order and lease such real estate, as 



that waste may be prevented, as much as possible, for the 
future ; and, also, to take possession of, and so to order and 
dispose of such personal estate, as that the same may not 
be embezzled or wasted; and, also, in such manner as that 
no part of such estates, or of the profits arising therefrom, 
should get into the hands, or any way benefit such persons, 
who have (or shall have) joined our enemies, or absconded 
as aforesaid ; any former Order or Resolve of the Congress 
of this Colony, or of our General Court to the contrary not- 
withstanding. And such Selectmen and Committees of 
Correspondence (if any such) shall keep fair and full ac- 
counts of all their proceedings and doings in the premises, 
and shall render such accounts to this Court, when there- 
unto required, and unto whom they shall be accountable: 
Provided, always, That nothing in the foregoing Resolve 
shall be construed to extend to such estates as aforesaid, 
whether real or personal, as are now held and possessed 
by any person friendly to this Colony, by virtue of any 
written conveyance, or agreement, bearing date, and actu- 
ally executed, on or before the 22d day of May, 1775. 

The House then adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 

morning. 

Thursday, February 15, 1776. 
On the Muster-Roll of Captain Jeremiah Obrien, 
Resolved, That there be allowed, and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, to Captain Jeremiah 
Obrien,ln\s Officers and Seamen, under his command, or 
their order, the several sums set against their respective 
names in the first Muster-Roll, amounting, in the whole, 
to the sum of seven hundred and sixty-three Pouijds six 
Shillings and a Penny, in full discharge for services on 
board said vessels to the 1st day of February current. 

John Whetcomb, Esquire, brought down the Report of 
a Committee appointed to consider whether the Field- 
Pieces which the Commissary-General of this Colony was 
to procure, should all be three-pounders, or not, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, February 15, 1776: Read, and accepted. 

Read, and concurred, as taken into a new draft, viz : 

Resolved, That the Commissary-General of this Colony 
be, and hereby is directed to procure, for the use of the 
Colony, twenty Field-Pieces, of three-pounders each, in- 
stead of the twenty of several sizes, which, by a former 
Resolve of this Court, he was directed to procure, any 
thing in said Resolve to the contrary notwithstanding ; and, 
also, that said Commissary do advise with Colonel Bur- 
beck, the Engineer, respecting said Pieces. 

Jedcdiah Foster, Esq., brought down the Resolve of 
this House appointing Committees to collect Silver and 
Gold, with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, February 15, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendment at A, viz : At A add " Colonel Field." 

Read, and concurred. 

Ordered, That Mr. Perry get the Resolve of this Court 
for collecting hard Money printed; and, also, the Resolve 
of Congress in that respect. The number printed to be 
one hundred. 

Ordered, That the Committee, who prepared the Bill 
for numbering the people, be a Committee to prepare a 
blank form of a List for each Committee-man appointed to 
this service, and report to the House; and that Colonel 
Orne be on said Committee, in the room of Captain Stone, 
absent. 

The new draft of a Bill, entitled, "An Act for the. carry- 
ing into execution a Resolve of the American Congress for 
ascertaining the number of Inhabitants in this Colony," 
read a third time, and passed, to be engrossed. 

It was Moved, That a Committee be appointed to bring 
in a Resolve for empowering the Council to appoint Militia 
Officers in the recess of the Court, in the room of any al- 
ready appointed, who may refuse to accept ; and the ques- 
tion being put, it passed in the negative. 

Resolved, That there be stationed at Qiioshnct Harbour, 
in Dartmouth, seventy-five Men, including Officers, to con- 
sist of one Captain and two Lieutenants, and that a proper 
proportion of said men as shall be judged necessary by the 
commanding officer, be of the train, and that ten pieces 
of Iron Ordnance be purchased for that purpose, to con- 
sist of four nine-pounders, and six six-pounders, with a 
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suitable quantity of Powder and Shot, not Jess than fifty 
rounds for each piece of Ordnance ; and that the above 
said men be inlisled by the 1st day of April next, and to 
continue in the service until the last day of December fol- 
lowing, if the service should require, and to be upon the 
same establishment as other men on the Sea-Coast service ; 
and that three hundred Pounds be deposited in the hands 
of the Honourable Walter Spooner, Esq., who is directed 
to lay out the same in the best manner he can to procure 
Ordnance_and .Stores. as above directed, and that he be ac- 
countable to this Court for the same. 

- "■ Afternoon. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the new draft of a 
Bill for numbering the People, with the following Vote of 
Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, February 15, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendments at A and B, viz : At A insert " on 
the 20th day of March aforesaid ;" at B insert " last ;" 
also, insert the Christian names of the Committee-men, 
where they are not already inserted. 

Read, and concurred, with the amendment at A and B, 
and non-concurred with the proposed amendment of insert- 
ing the Christian names, &c, and the House proposed the 
following amendment in the Bill at C, viz : insert " at their 
Annual Meeting in March." 

Eldad Taylor, Esq., brought down a Letter from his 
Excellency General IVashington, enclosing the following 
extract of a Letter from Governour Trumbull, viz : " Three 
thousand weight of Powder we conclude to order to Major 
Thompson, Agent for the Massachusetts Colony, on account 
of money he supplied to Mr. Shaw, the importer for that 
end, and you will consult him, or them, concerning the use 
of it ;" and requesting that it may be procured and sent to 
Head-Quarters for the use of the United Colonies, he. 
Read, and thereupon the House passed the following Re- 
solve, viz : 

On consideration of an application of his Excellency 
General Washington, that three thousand weight of Pow- 
der, the property of this Colony, lately imported by Mr. 
Shaw, of Connecticut, may be lent, or sold to him for the 
use of the United Colonics, on its arrival in this Colony, 
which application was made this day by a Letter addressed 
to the Honourable Walter Spooner, Esq., the President of 
the Council : 

It is Resolved, That the honourable Council of this Co- 
lony be, and hereby are empowered, in case (he said Pow- 
der shall arrive in this Colony during the next recess of 
this Court, on consideration of the engagements of this 
Colony to particular towns for Powder lent to the Colony, 
as, also, the pressing exigencies of this Colony for that ar- 
ticle, to determine in behalf of this Court, whether General 
Washington shall be supplied with the said Powder, or 
any part thereof, or not, and to act thereon as they shall 
judge most expedient, and conducive to the general safety. 

A List of the Members of this House, with their travel 
and attendance, was read, and allowed by the House. 

Ordered, That Colonel Barret, Major Eli, and Captain 
Brown, of Boston, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve 
directing the Commissary-General to dispose of the Fire- 
Arms in his custody to his Excellency General Washing- 
ton, who reported as follows: Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and he is 
hereby empowered and directed, to deliver to his Excel- 
lency General Washington, or his order, such Colony Fire- 
Arms as are in his keeping that are fit for service, he pay- 
ing the price they shall be set at, by a Committee to be 
appointed by this Court to appraise the same ; and that 
Captain Brown, of Watertown, Colonel Thatcher, and 
Major Fuller, be a Committee for that purpose, who are 
directed to. keep an account of the number of the Guns so 
appraised, and the amount thereof, and to report the same 
to this Court. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down a Letter from James 
Lyon, Chairman of the Committee of Machias, praying di- 
rections with respect to some goods taken in the Schooner 
Diligent, with the following Vote of Council thereon, tiz : 

In Council, February 15, 1776: Read, and committed 
to Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., with such as the honourable 
House shall join. 



Read, and concurred, and Colonel Lovell and Colonel 
Bliss are joined. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses on the Petition of Abijah Moore, 
read the 13th current, viz: That the facts set forth in said 
Petition are true, and that the prayer of the Petitioner be 
granted. Read, and accepted. 

The Committee on the Petition of Nathan Jones, re- 
ported. Read, and recommitted. 

The House then adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday, February 1G, 1776. 

Whereas, the Committee for erecting a Powder-Mill at 
Stoughlon, has informed this House that they meet with 
difficulty in procuring lodging for the workmen employed 
in building said Mill ; and that there are several Beds now 
in the custody of the Selectmen and Committee .of Cor- 
respondence of the Town of Milton, belonging to the late 
infamous Governour Hutchinson, which lay useless: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Selectmen and Commit- 
tee of Correspondence of Milton be, and hereby are di- 
rected to deliver three of said Beds to the Committee of 
this Court for erecting said Powder-Mill, to accommodate 
the workmen they have, or shall employ in said business, 
for the space of two months from the date above ; said 
Committee to return the Beds, and to account with the 
Selectmen and Committee of Correspondence of Milton, 
for the use of the same. 

Ordered, That Mr. Perry get the Resolve, appointing 
Committees to purchase Guns, printed in handbills, viz: 
fifty of them; also, the Resolve empowering unincorpora- 
ted places to choose Committees of Correspondence, print- 
ed, viz; eighty of them. 

The House taking into consideration the disbursements, 
expenses, and time of service of the Honourable Thomas 
Cushing, Esq., a late member of the Continental Congress 
on the part of this Colony: 

Thereupon, Resolved, That the sum of one hundred and 
forty-six Pounds eight Shillings, be allowed, and paid to 
Thomas Cushing, Esq., for the two hundred and forty-four 
days' attendance on the business of the Colony at the Con- 
tinental Congress last year — his account of disbursements 
and expenses, for the Colony, to be considered as acted 
upon the next session of the General Assembly. 

A Letter from M r. William Cutter* of North- Yarmouth, 
informing the House that he has, agreeable to the direc- 
tions of the Court, raised a Company of ninety men to join 
the Army before Boston; and that said Company have 
made choice of their Officers named in said Letter. Read, 
and sent up. 

Resolved, That no matters of a private nature be taken 
up by the House the present Session. 

It was Moved, That the Committee appointed by the 
Court to build ten Armed Sloops, be directed to suspend 
the setting up more than half that number, if, in their judg- 
ment, they think there is no prospect of procuring Rigging, 
Iron, or other materials. And the question being put, it 
passed in the affirmative. 

And Mr. Batchefder was directed to bring in a Resolve, 
accordingly. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down a Letter from the 
Council of Safety in Charlestoion, South- Carolina, inform- 
ing the Board that they have sent Captain Robert Cochran 
to procure Seamen in this Colony for the defence of that; 
and desiring the assistance of the Board, with the following 
Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

* To the wnoLE Court : I would inform your Honours, as Joshua 
Fabyan, Esq., and myself, wero appointed to raise two Companies in the 
County of Cumberland, we have attended that service, and by agree- 
ment with Esquire Fabyan, I engaged to raise a Company in the East- 
erly part of the County. I would acquaint your Honours, that I have 
inlisted a Company in North-Yarmouth, Brunswick, Harpswell, New- 
Gloucester, New-Boston, and Windham, consisting of ninety men in. 
eluding officers. The above said Company met this day, an'd chose for 
their Captain Mr. Winthrop, Boston; Messrs. Nathan Merrill and Robert 
Puning, Lieutenants; Mr. Thomas Adams, Ensign — then immediately 
marched for Cambridge, where I hope they will soon arrive. 

I am, with great respect, your humble servant, William Cottter. 

In the House or Representatives, February 16, 1776: Read, and 
sent up. William Coopeb, Speaker pro 'tern. 
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In Council, February 16, 1776: Read, and Ordered, 
That Walter Spooner and Thomas Cushing, Esquires, with 
such as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee 
to take the foregoing Letter into consideration, and report. 

Read, and concurred, and Colonel Orne, Brigadier 
Thompson, and Mr. Brown, of Boston, are joined. 

Whereas, this Colony cannot be supplied with a sufficient 
quantity of Paper for its own consumption, without the 
particular care of its Inhabitants in saving Rags for the 
Paper-Mills : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committees of Corres- 
pondence and Inspection (A) in the several Towns in this 
Colony be, and they hereby are required immediately, to 
appoint some suitable person in their respective towns, 
(where it is not already done,) to receive in Rags for the 
Paper-Mills ; and the Inhabitants of this Colony are hereby 
desired to be very careful in saving even the smallest quanti- 
ties of Rags proper for making Paper, which will be a further 
evidence of their disposition to promote the publick good. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cushing, Mr. Story, and Captain 
Goodman, be a Committee to consider at large the expe- 
diency of stopping the proceedings of the Courts in respect 
to Civil Actions, and report. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips, Colonel Orne, and Col- 
onel Howe, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for en- 
couraging the manufacture of Sulphur. 

Afternoon. 
The Committee appointed to prepare, a blank form of 
Lists for the Committees who are appointed to take the 
number of Inhabitants of this Colony, reported as follows, 
viz: 

A List, or Return on oath, of the names of the Householders in the 

Town of in the County of in the 

Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, and of the number of souls in 
each family, including inmates and boarders. 



The names pf the 

heads of each 

family. 


The number of 

white people in 

each family. 


The number of 

negroes and mu- 

lattoes in each 

family. 


Whole number 
in each family. 











Resolved, That the List to contain the Return of the num- 
ber of the Inhabitants of each Town in the Colony of the 
Massachusetts- Bay to be made by the Selectmen of the 
respective Towns pursuant to a late Act intituled " An Act 
for the carrying into execution a Resolve of the American 
Congress for ascertaining the number of Inhabitants in this 
Colony," shall be of the foregoing form, and that two hundred 
and sixty Lists, of the form aforesaid, and the like number 
of said Acts, be printed, and sent to the Selectmen of the 
several Towns in this Colony as soon as may be ; and that 
Captain Jonathan Brown be a Committee to procure the 
printing the said Lists and Acts, and that the said Com- 
mittee take effectual care that such Lists be transmitted to 
such Selectmen. 

A List, or Return on oath, of the Householders dwelling in the unin- 

corporated places called in tho County of 

in the Colony of tho Massachusetts-Bay, and of tho number of souls 
of each family, including inmates and boarders, 



The names of the 

heads of each 

family. 


The number of 

white people in 

each family. 


The number of 

negroes and mu- 

lattoes in each 

family. 


The whole num- 
in each family. 











Resolved, That the List to contain the Return of the num- 
ber of the Inhabitants of the unincorporated places in the 
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, to be returned by the 
several Committees appointed by this Court, pursuant to a 
late Act, intituled "An Act for carrying into execution a 
Resolve of the American Congress for ascertaining the 
number of Inhabitants in this Colony," shall be of the pre- 
ceding form. And that sixty Lists of the form aforesaid, 
and the like number of said Acts, be printed, and delivered 
or sent to the several Committees named in the said Act, 
as soon as may be; and that Captain Jonathan Brown 
be a Committee to procure the printing of the said Lists, 
and that he take effectual care that such Lists and Acts be 



delivered or sent to the several Committees named in the 
said Act. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve to sus- 
pend the building one-half of the ten Aimed Sloops voted 
by this Court to be built, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Committee lately appointed to build, 
rig, and fix ten Armed Sloops be, and they hereby are em- 
powered to suspend contracting for more than five of that 
number, until upon making full inquiry, they shall have a 
probable prospect of obtaining necessary materials for rig- 
ging and equipping the same, and instead thereof, said 
Committee are hereby also authorized to purchase, rig, and 
fix, five suitable Vessels, already built, for the purpose of 
defence, of any other denomination and dimensions thaji 
those specified in a former Resolve, according to their best 
discretion. And said Committee are further empowered 
to import at the risk and expense of this Colony, any ma- 
terials they shall find necessary for rigging, and fixing any 
of the aforesaid vessels, as they shall judge best, not in- 
fringing upon any Resolve of the Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That Mr. Rice bring in a Resolve for sup- 
plying the people at the Eastward part of this Colony with 
the sum of four hundred Pounds. 

Thomas Cushing, Esquire, brought down the Resolve 
of this House to encourage the saving of Rags, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, February 10, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
with amendment at A, viz : At A add "and Safety." Read, 
and concurred. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve to en- 
courage the manufacture of Sulphur, reported. Read, and 
accepted. 

Whereas, it is of the utmost consequence that there be 
procured a sufficient quantity of Sulphur for manufacturing 
into Gunpowder the Saltpetre that may be obtained : 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
Treasury of this Colony, for every pound of good and mer- 
chantable Sulphur that shall be refined from mines and 
ores within this Colony, and delivered to the Commissary- 
General of this Colony before the first day of /w/y next, 
a bounty of nine Pence per pound, in addition to the like 
sum which the Committee of this Court, for procuring that 
article, are already directed to give, the venders of such Sul- 
phur producing a certificate from the major part of the Se r 
lectmen of any town where such Sulphur is refined, cer- 
tifying in what Town and County within this Colony the 
same was produced and refined ; and that Captain Brown 
get this Resolve printed in the several Newspapers. 

An engrossed Bill, intituled, " An Act for carrying into 
execution a Resolve of the American Congress, for ascer-' 
taining the number of Inhabitants of this Colony." 

Read, and Resolved, That it pass to be enacted. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Mr. Phillips, 
Major Hawley, Colonel Bliss, and Mr. Pitts, be a Commit- 
tee to consider what supplies are necessary to be procured 
for the use of this Colony, besides what the Commissary- 
General is directed to procure, and report to the House. 

Whereas, this Colony, for several months past, has been 
made by Great Britain the seat of an unnatural .war, by 
reason of which this Court has not, as yet, had opportunity 
to make suitable provision for opening all theJSxecutive 
Courts for hearing and finally determining upon civil actions 
as usual : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That no action, suit, or pro- 
cess, of a civil nature, be commenced or carried on before 
any Justice of the Peace in any Inferior Court of Common 
Pleas within this Colony, until the further order of this 
Court, and that the further consideration of this [matter be 
taken up on the second Wednesday of the next sitting of 
this Court. 

Also, Resolved, That all actions commenced before the 
18th of this month, the Justices of the Court where such 
actions are brought, are hereby directed to continue the 
same until the further order of this Court. 

This Resolve to be printed in the Cambridge, Water- 
town, and Worcester Newspapers. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esquire, brought down the Report of 
the Committee of both Houses on the Letter of the Council 
of Safety in Charhstown, South-Carolina, 
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In Council, February 16, 1776: Read, and accepted, 
and thereupon, 

Resolved, That Captain Robert Cochran be permitted, 
by the major part of the Council, to inlist a number of Sea- 
men for the defence of South- Carolina, not exceeding three 
hundred men, out of the inhabitants of this Government, 
excepting such as are employed in the Continental Army, 
in the Armed Vessels fitted out either by this Colony, or by 
any of the inhabitants thereof, or in the Forces raised by 
this Government for the defence of the Sea-Coasts, (A.) 

Read, and concurred, with the amendment at A, viz: 
At A, add "of whom none are to be inlisted." 

The Committee on the Petition of Nathan Jones, re- 
ported. Read, and the consideration thereof referred to 
the next session. 

Resolved, That the twentieth day of March next will 
be a proper time to which this Court may be adjourned. 

Mr. Rice, agreeable to order, repotted. Read, and ac- 
cepted. 

Whereas, the condition of the Inhabitants of that part of 
the County of Lincoln, lying between Penobscot- River 
and Goldsboruugh, appears to this House so necessitous 
and distressing, as that humanity dictates they should be 
relieved by the General Court : 

Therefore, Resolved, That there be lent, out of the pub- 
lick Treasury of this Colony, to Philip Hodgkins, Alex- 
ander Campbell, Francis Shatv, Benjamin Foster, and 
Stephen Smith, the sum of four hundred Pounds, to be by 
them laid out in some of the Southern Colonies on this 
Continent, to purchase Provisions and Ammunition, which, 
when imported into said County, to be by them distribu- 
ted among said Inhabitants between Penobscot- River and 
Goldsborongh, in the most equal manner they can, they, 
the said Philip Hodgkins, Alexander Campbell, Francis 
Shaw, Benjamin Foster, and Stephen Smith, giving bond, 
jointly and severally, to the Treasurer of this Colony, or 
his successor in said office, for the payment of said sum, 
on or before the 16th day of February next. 

The House then adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday, February 17, 1776. 

The Committee of both Houses appointed to make in- 
quiry after virgin Lead, &c, beg leave to report : 

That a sub-Committee has been to Northampton, and ex- 
amined a Lead Mine there, which has been worked, and in 
which, as Mr. Clap, the Clerk of the Works informed us, 
much loss had been sustained. He also told us, that Mr. 
Bowdoin, Colonel Ward, and Mr. Hedge, were the pre- 
sent proprietors ; that they owned about two hundred and 
twenty-five acres of land ; had a store-house, stamping- 
mill, and smelting-house; that they would sell ail their 
estate there for one thousand pounds, lawful money, as he 
believed ; that their land is bounded about half a mile upon 
a river, upon which is said mill. Said Clap also said, that 
many assays had been made upon the ore, and it produced, 
in that small way, from fifty to seventy-five per cent, head ; 
but in smelting, in the large way of business, they could 
not produce any lead, but it all ran into glass, they not 
understanding the business ; he said that they stamped and 
washed the ore, and in that state, without smelting, they 
sold considerable quantities to the potters. 

The sub-Committee are of opinion, that if the present 
proprietors' right is purchased, it will be necessary to pur- 
chase other lands, perhaps to the amount of one thousand 
pounds, lawful money, more, so as to command the river, 
roads, and the summit of the mountain, in which it is likely- 
are belter mines than that which has been opened ; and as 
the buildings are much out of repair, and others will be 
needed to carry on the business, it will require at least one 
thousand pounds, lawful money, more to set the work in 
a good way of business. There will be twelve or fourteen 
miles cartage to water carriage. 

The sub-Committee also examined a Lead Mine in South- 
ampton, very convenient for working and water; but as 
this had not been opened, and the winter preventing, they 
could not make full discovery of the quantity. They also 
examined a mine in Worcester ; but its situation would not 
admit of its being worked to advantage. 

The sub-Committee brought from Northampton some 



of the ore, and obtained Mr. Clark to make an assay, in 
doing which he saved twenty -five per cent, lead, and he 
supposed that he lost twenty-five per cent. more. They 
have, also, endeavoured to have another assay made by Mr, 
Hurd, but his fire-place being very small, the assay failed, 
he not being able to raise a sufficient heat. 

The Committee beg leave to sit again, and desire to be 
instructed whether they shall now transmit this Report to 
the American Congress, or wait for further light in this 
matter; and, also, whether they shall examine into the pro- 
cess, Sic, of the lead-works now carrying on at Middle- 

toivn, in Connecticut. „ 

Lldad 1 aylor, per order. 

Resolved, That the said Committee be (A) instructed 
to transmit a copy of the foregoing Report to the American 
Congress, and that they examine into the process, 8tc, of 
the Lead- Works now carrying on at Middletown, in Con- 
necticut, and that they be desired to sit again. 

John Whetcomb, Esq., brought down the Resolve of the 
House for suspending proceedings in Civil Courts, with the 
following Vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, February 17, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
as taken into a new draft. 

Read, and non-concurred, and Major Hawley and Mr. 
Phillips, with such as the honourable Board shall join, are 
appointed a Committee to prepare a new draft. 

On a motion, Resolved, That all matters that have had 
day in this House during the present session, which have 
not, or cannot now be acted upon, have the same day in 
the next session of the General Court. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Resolve of the 
House for granting four hundred Pounds for the use of the 
Inhabitants of this Colony below Penobscot; with the fol- 
lowing Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, February 17, 1776: Read, and concurred, 
with the amendment at A, B, viz: Dele from A to B, and 
in place thereof, insert " for the purpose of supplying the 
necessities of the Inhabitants between Penobscot- River and 
Goldsborough, with Provision and Ammunition." 

Read, and concurred. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the honourable 
Board to know if they have given out Commissions to the 
Major-Generals and the several Brigadiers elected by this 
Court. 

The Secretary came in, and informed the House that a 
major part of the honourable Council had issued only a 
Commission for the first Brigadier in the Colony. 

Ordered, That a message go to a major part of the 
honourable Council, and desire them to suspend granting 
Commissions to the Brigadiers till the next sitting of the 
Court. 

Ordered, That Mr. Dix and Major Johnson be added 
to the Committee on the Rolls of the Militia and Minute- 
Men, who are to sit in the recess of the Court, so long as 
while a quorum of the Council shall sit. 

Ordered, That Major Rice, Deacon Rawson, and Mr. 
Watson, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve containing 
some instructions to the Committee on the Rolls of the 
Minute-Men and Militia. 

Afternoon. 
The Committee appointed in the forenoon to bring in a 
Resolve containing some instructions to the Committee on 
the Rolls of the Minute-Men and Militia, reported. Read, 
and not accepted. 

The Committee appointed to consider what further Sup- 
plies are necessary to be procured for the use of the Co- 
lony, reported. Read, and accepted. 

Whereas, the Administration of Great Britain, by their 
despotick and cruel measures from time to time, and, finally, 
by shedding the blood of the inhabitants of the British 
American Colonies, has obliged us to take up arms for our 
defence, and thereby we are engaged in an unnatural war, 
which has, in a considerable degree, prevented the impor- 
tation of bread, corn, flour, and other articles of subsistence 
and defence, into this Government from the neighbouring 
Colonies, whereby great part of the usual supply is cut 
short, and as the sea-coasts of this Colony are surrounded 
with ships-of-war and cutters, which makes it necessary for 
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our defence an armed force should be stationed in various 
parts thereof, which army cannot be subsisted and defended 
without an importation of those supplies, and it being of 
great importance proper measures should be pursued to 
prevent the distresses that may arise from the want of the 
said articles: 

Therefore, Resolved, That Daniel Davis, Esq., Thomas 
Durfee, Esq., and Captain Josiah Batchelder, with such as 
the honourable Board shall join, be, and they hereby are 
appointed a Committee to agree for, and fix out, with all 
possible despatch, on account of this Colony, on the best 
terms, as many vessels as may be sufficient for the importing 
ten thousand barrels of Flour, two thousand casks of Rice, 
and one hundred tons of Pig-iron, from any of the South- 
ern Colonies that shall to them appear most safe, and may 
be effected in the most expeditious manner; and that the 
said Committee deliver unto the Commissary-General of 
this Colony the aforesaid Flour, Rice, and Iron, when im- 
ported, taking his receipt for the same. 

And it is further Resolved, That there be paid out of 
the publick Treasury of this Colony, into the hands of the 
said Committee, the sum of eighteen thousand Pounds for 
the above purposes, said Committee to be accountable to 
this Court for the same. 

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be directed to 
lend his Excellency General Washington, fifty pounds of 
Saltpetre for the Continental Laboratory, if he shall de- 
sire it. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Resolve of this 
House on the Report of a Committee relative to virgin 
Lead, with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In, Council, February 17, 1776 : Read, and concurred 
with the amendment at A, B, viz : Dele from A to B, 
and insert in place thereof, " directed to sit again, and to 
transmit a copy of the foregoing Report to the American 
Congress, and also to examine into the process, &.c, of 
the lead works now carrying on at Middletown, in Con- 
necticut, and report." Read, and concurred. 

The Doorkeeper was directed to call in the Members. 

The Members were enjoined to give their attendance, 
and not depart without leave of the House. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down a new draft of a 
Resolve, reported by a Committee of both Houses, rela- 
tive to Civil Actions. Read, and concurred as taken into 
a new draft. 

The House reconsidered the vote of yesterday, fixing 
upon the 20th of March next as a suitable time to which 
this Court might be adjourned. 

Samuel Holt en, Esq., brought down the following Vote 
of Council, viz : 

W hereas, Benj amin Greenleaf, Esq., was appointed one 
of the Committee of this Court for building sundry Sloops- 
of-War, and as his attendance at the Council is necessary 
for the despatch of the important business of this Colony, 
on which account he has desired to be excused from the 
service of building the said Sloops : 

Therefore, Ordered, That Richard Derby, Jun., Esq., 
be appointed on said Committee for building the said Sloops 
in his room. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Phillips, Colonel 
Brooks, and Mr. Vose, with such as the honourable Board, 
may join, be a Committee to make some further experi- 
ments of the Saltpetre that is manufactured in this Colony. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board 
to know if they concurred the Resolve of the House rela- 
tive to Civil Actions. 

Thomas Cushing, Esq., came down and informed the 
House, that the honourable Board had the same now under 
consideration, and that when they had passed upon it they 
would inform the House. 

Samuel Hollen, Esq., brought the same down, with the 
following vote of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, February 17, 1776 : Read, and unanimously 
non-concurred, and the Board adhere to their own vote. 

Voted, That the Members present give their attendance 
at the time to which this House shall be adjourned, and 
inform the absent Members they meet with, that the House 
.require their attendance likewise at that time. 



The House then adjourned till ten o'clock, Monday 
morning. 

Monday, February 19, 1776. 
Ordered, That Major Ilawley, Colonel Freeman, Ma- 
jor Fuller, Deacon Cheevcr, and Captain Goodman, be a 
Committee to go up to the honourable Board and acquaint 
them that this House is desirous of a Conference of both 
Houses (immediately, if the Board pleases) on the subject 
of regulating law processes in civil causes, and the proceed- 
ings of the Inferior Courts of Common Pleas, in the several 
Counties in this Colony, until some day in the sitting of 
this Court after their next meeting. 

Samuel Hollen, Esq., brought down a Letter from the 
Honourable James Oris, Esq., directed to the honouable 
Council, informing them that on Saturday last, a French 
Vessel ran on shore, on the South side of the Cape, with 
upwards of an hundred hogsheads of Molasses, and other 
small articles ; that she had a French master, and one Pink- 
ham, of Nantucket, an English master; that their Papers 
were all in French; that there was on board said Vessel 
one Monsieur Le Baron, a gentleman who took passage on 
board said Vessel, with a design to go to Philadelphia, 
who appeared to be much of a gentleman, and says he was 
in the King of Prussia's service more than twenty years, 
and who says that the French and English masters talked 
of going into Boston; that the goods were taken into cus- 
tody by Major Mallet, and others, who desire the directions 
of the Court. 

Read, and committed to Major Ilawley, Colonel Free- 
man, Captain Batchelder, and Mr. Davis, with such as the 
honourable Board may join. 

Thomas Cushing, Esq., came down and informed the 
House, that the honourable Board agreed to the proposal 
of the House for a Conference on the subject of regulating 
law proceedings in civil causes, &ic, and as there was not 
sufficient room for the House in the Council-Chamber, the 
Board propose that the Conference should be held in the 
Meeting-House, &ic. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
and inform them that the House are now ready for the pro- 
posed Conference, and propose that the President of the 
honourable Board should preside at the same, and that the 
pews on each side of the pulpit be assigned for the Mem- 
bers of the honourable Board. 

A Conference on the subject aforesaid was held accord- 
ingly, and it being ended, the Members of the Council left 
the House, and the Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
House adjourned to half an hour after three o'clock. 

Afternoon. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Speak- 
er, Colonel Brooks, Major Fuller, and Colonel Bliss, with 
such as the honourable Board may join, be a Committee to 
consider what is proper to be done with respect to regula- 
ting proceedings in Civil Causes, &c, and report. 

On a motion, Ordered, That the Clerk take down the 
names of those Members who have departed without leave 
of the House, since the injunction laid on them last Satur- 
day afternoon. 

Some Members present then gave in the following names, 
viz: Colonel Mitchell, Colonel White, of Rochester, Mr. 
Jeivett, of Littleton, Deacon Rawson, and Deacon Wat- 
son, of Spencer. 

The Members of the House were enjoined to give their 
attendance, and not to depart without leave of the House. 

Ordered, That the Messenger of the House employ some, 
person, or persons, to repair forthwith to the towns here- 
after mentioned, to direct the immediate attendance of the 
Representatives thereof at this House, viz : 

Med ford, Mr. Benjamin Hall. 

Maiden, Mr. Ezra Sargent. 

Roxbury, Colonel Aaron Davis. 

Stoneham, Mr. Joseph Bryant, Jun. 

Woburn, Josiah Johnson, Esq. 

Dedham, Mr. Abner Ellis. 

Milton, Captain Daniel Vose. 

The House then adjourned tifl ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 
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Tussehy, February 20, 1776. 
Ordered, That Mr. Story be of the Committee to con- 
sider the subject-matter of the Letter from the Honourable 
James Otis, Esq., in the room of Major Hawley, otherwise 
engaged. 

It having been the laudable practice of this Government 
to recommend and appoint days for Fasting and Prayer upon 
solemn and special occasions, besides our Annual Fasts, and 
as this Court apprehend that the present time is big with 
the most important events to this and the other Colonies, 
and that these events are in the hand of the Supreme Go- 
vernour of the Universe: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the honourable Board be, 
and hereby are desired to set apart Thursday, the 7th clay 
of March, to be observed as a Day of Solemn Humiliation 
and Prayer, devoutly to implore of Almighty God, that the 
vocal dispensations of Providence, in the peculiar events 
which have lately taken place, may be duly resented, and 
the great end for which they were designed happily accom- 
plished ; that He will, also, command His blessing upon our 
Council and Arms in the present struggle with Great Bri- 
tain, for those inestimable rights, civil and religious, with 
which God and Nature has invested us, and made it our 
duty to endeavour, at every hazard, to hand down to pos- 
terity, and that ihey cause a Proclamation to be imme- 
diately issued and sent to the Ministers and Pastors of the 
several denominations of Christians in this Colony for the 
purposes aforesaid. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses appointed to consider what was 
proper to be done, relative to regulating proceedings in Civil 
Causes, viz: 

Whereas, this Colony, for several months past, has been 
made by Great Britain the seat of an unnatural war, by 
reason whereof, and the constant attention of this Court to 
the necessary means of defence, there has not as yet been 
opportunity to make sufficient provision for regulating, in 
all respects, the Executive Courts in this Colony, and es- 
pecially with regard to the fees for services in and about 
civil actions, which fees have heretofore been very unequal 
and disproportionate to the service, and, in some instances, 
plainly excessive ; and as this Court are deeply impressed 
wiih the necessity of making divers alterations in the fees 
and allowances for such services, that all oppression, and 
every appearance thereof in our Courts of Justice, may be 
wholly taken away and prevented, and have the fullest in- 
tention immediately after their next meeting, most seriously 
to attend to this matter, and to make such regulations there- 
in, as that on the one hand none who are necessarily employ- 
ed in the course of civil actions, should fail of receiving a 
reasonable allowance, and that on the other hand none, by 
any cunning arts or fictions, should take exorbitant sums 
on any pretence whatsoever : 

It is, therefore, Resolved and Ordered, That no Civil 
Action shall be entered with any Justice of the Peace, and 
that no judgment shall be rendered on any action which is 
now pending, or that shall be entered and pending in any 
Inferior Court of Common Pleas in this Colony, before the 
3d day of April next, without the further order of this 
Court ; but that such actions shall be continued of course, 
until the term next after the 3d day of April next, whether 
there be an appearance of the defendant or not ; and that 
no Fees shall be allowed, or costs taxed, by any Inferior 
Courts of Common Pleas in this Colony, on any action 
which shall be commenced or entered between the passing 
this Resolve, and the said 3d day of April next, but such 
as shall be allowed by some future Act or Order of this Court, 
any law, act, or resolve to the contrary hereof notwith- 
standing. 

This Resolve to be published in the next Cambridge, 
Watertown, and Worcester Newspapers. 

Whereas, it is of the utmost consequence that effectual 
care be taken to provide a sufficient Magazine of Provision 
for the use of this Colony, and it is possible we may be 
disappointed of part of the Flour and Rice lately ordered 
to be imported from the Southward : 

Therefore, Resolved, That Deacon Elnathan Curtis, of 
Stockbridge, Gideon Wheeler, Esq., of Lanesborough, and 
Mr. Benedict Dewy, of Great-Barrington, be a Committee 
to purchase in the western parts of this Colony, a quantity 

* 



of good merchantable Flour, not exceeding two thousand 
■barrels, provided the same is delivered at Springfield and 
Hadlcy at sixteen Shillings per hundred, including every 
charge. And in order to prevent any loss from failure in 
the quality of this article : 

It is Ordered, That every vender thereof cause to be 
marked on each barrel his name, and the town to which 
he belongs. 

And it is further Resolved, That there be paid out of the 
publick Treasury, to Captain Noah Goodman and Major 
William Pyncheon, the sum of one thousand Pounds, to 
enable them to pay for the Flour, and transportation 
thereof, on its delivery at the said Towns of Springfield 
and Hadley; they to be accountable to this Court for the 
same. 

Whereas, it is probable it may be for the interest of the 
Colony that part of the quantity of the Flour and Rice, 
lately ordered to be imported from the Southward, should 
be brought into some port eastward of Boston : 

Resolved, That, in addition to the Committee already 
appointed to procure the same, there be chosen from that 
part of the Province two more for the same purpose ; and 
Major Cross is accordingly chosen on the part of this House. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, 
to desire them to inform the House whether they have any 
matters to send down ; and, if they have not, to acquaint a 
major part of the honourable Council, that it is the desire 
of the House that the Court might be adjourned to the 20tb 
of March next. 

On a motion, Ordered, That a message go to the ho 
nourable Board, informing them that the House have re- 
considered their vote proposing that the Court might be 
adjourned to the 20th of March next, and that it is the 
opinion of the House that the 13th of the same month 
would be a more proper time. 

Resolved, That there be granted and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, to Samuel Freeman, the 
sum of one hundred Pounds, for the use of those persons 
who are sufferers by the burning of the Town of Falmouth; 
said sum to be applied in the same manner as was direct- 
ed in a former Resolve of this Court, granting the sum of 
two hundred and fifty Pounds for that purpose ; said Free- 
man to be accountable to this Court for the same, 

The Secretary came into the House, and said : 

Mr. Speaker: I am directed, by a major part of the 
honourable Council, to inform this House that they have 
consented to the enacting of the following Bills, viz: 

An Act for making and emitting Bills of Publick Credit. 

An Act for forming and regulating the Militia within the 
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, in Neu--England, and 
for repealing all the laws heretofore made for that purpose. 

An Act for altering the place by law appointed for hold- 
ing the Superior Court of Judicature, Court of Assize and 
General Jail Delivery, and the Courts of General Sessions 
of the Peace, and Inferior Courts of Conimon Pleas, with- 
in and for the County of Suffolk. 

An Act for altering the places appointed by law for hold- 
ing the Superior Court of Judicature, Court of Assize and 
General Jail Delivery, within and for the County of Mid- 
dlesex; and, also, for altering the places for holding some 
of the Courts of General Sessions of the Peace, and Infe- 
rior Courts of Common Pleas, within said County. 

An Act for reviving and continuing sundry Laws that 
are expired and near expiring. 

An Act to enable the Inhabitants of Falmouth to sup- 
port prosecutions against persons who have in their posses- 
sion goods taken from said Inhabitants during the late Fire 
there. 

An Act for encouraging the fixing cut of Armed Vessels. 
to defend the Sea-Coasts of America, and for erecting a 
Court to try and condemn all Vessels that shall be found 
infesting the same. 

An Act for carrying into execution a Resolve of the 
American Congress for ascertaining the number of Inha- 
bitants of this Colony. 

And then the Secretary said : 

Mr. Speaker: I am likewise directed, by a major part 
of the honourable Council, to inform this House that they 
have seen fit to adjourn the Great and General Court to 
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Wednesday, the 13th day of March next, at ten o'clock in 
the forenoon, then to meet in this place, at which time and 
place the said Great and General Court is accordingly 
adjourned. 

The following is a List of the Field- Officers of the seve- 
ral Regiments of Militia in this Colony, as chosen by 
the House the present Session, viz : 

For the County of Suffolk. 

Boston Regiment. 

First Regiment: William Mcintosh, Colonel ; Eleazer 
Weld, Lieutenant-Colonel; Aaron Guild, First Major; 
Abijah Draper, Second Major. 

Second Regiment: Solomon Lovell, Colonel; David 
Cushing, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas Lothrop, First Ma- 
jor; Isaiah Cushing, Second Major. 

Third Regiment: Benjamin Gill, Colonel ; Samuel 
Pierce, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joseph Badcock, First Ma- 
jor ; Elijah Hevvins, Second Major. 

Fourth Regiment: Ephraim Wheelock, Colonel ; Ben- 
jamin Hawes, Lieutenant-Colonel ; James Metcalf, First 
Major; Seth Bullard, Second Major. 

Fifth Regiment : Joseph Palmer, Colonel ; Jonathan 
Bass, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Edmund Soper, First Major; 
Ebenezer Thayer, Second Major. 

For the County of Essex. 

First Regiment : Timothy Pickering, Colonel ; John 
Flagg, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joseph Sprague, First Major; 
David Parker, Second Major. 

Second Regiment: Jonathan Titcomb, Colonel ; Henry 
Morril, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Ralph Cross, Jun., First Ma- 
jor ; Winthrop Merril, Second Major. 

Third Regiment : Jonathan Cogswell, Jun., Colonel; 
Isaac Dodge, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Charles Smith, First 
Major; Joseph Gould, Second Major. 

Fourth Regiment : Samuel Johnson, Colonel ; John 
Whittier, Lieutenant-Colonel; Asa Perly, First Major; 
Samuel Bodwell, Second Major. 

Fifth Regiment : Jonathan Glover, Colonel ; Thomas 
Gerry, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joshua Orne, First Major ; 
Nicholas Broughton, Second Major. 

Sixth Regiment. 

Seventh Regiment 

Eighth Regiment: Henry Herrick, Colonel ; Jeremiah 
Page, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Archelaus- Fuller, First Major; 
Samuel Epes, Second Major. 

For the County of Middlesex. 
• First Regiment: Samuel Thatcher, Colonel; Benja- 
min Hammond, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Samuel Barnard, 
First Major; John Gardner, Second Major. 

Second Regiment: Jonathan Fose, Colonel; Benjamin 
Brown, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Timothy Walker, First Ma- 
jor ; Joseph Bryant, Second Major. 

Third Regiment: James Barret, Colonel (2) ; Bradyl 
Smith, Lieutenant-Colonel (3) ; Eleazer Brooks, First 
Major; Francis Faulkner, Second Major (5). 

Fourth Regiment : Henry Gardner, Colonel ; Ezekiel 
Howe, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jonathan Hapgood, First Ma- 
jor; Cyprian Howe, Second Major. 

Fifth Regiment: Samuel Bullard, Colonel; Micah 
Stone, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Abner Perry, First Major ; 
John Trowbridge, Second Major. 

Sixth Regiment : Oliver Prescott, Colonel (12) ; Jona- 
than Reed, Lieutenant-Colonel (13); Josiah Sartel, First 
Major (15) ; Jonathan Minot, Second Major (15). 

Seventh Regiment : Simeon Spaulding, Colonel ; Wil- 
liam Thompson, Lieutenant-Colonel; William Hildreth, 
First Major; Ebenezer Bancroft, Second Major. 
For the County of Hampshire. 

First Regiment : Charles Pyncheon, Colonel ; John 
Bliss, Lieutenant-Colonel ; William Pyncheon, First Ma- 
jor; Jonathan Hale, Second Major. 

Second Regiment : Seth Pomeroy, Colonel ; John Dick- 
enson, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Ezra May, First Major; Jo- 
nathan Clap, Second Major. 

Third Regiment : John Mosely, Colonel ; Timothy 
Robinson, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Benjamin Ely, First Ma- 
jor; David Leonard, Second Major. 

Fourth Regiment : Samuel Howe, Colonel ; Ruggles 



Woodbridge, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Chester Williams, 
First Major; Josiah White, Second Major. 

Fifth Regiment: David Field, Colonel; David Wells, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Hezekiah Smith, First Major; David 
Dickenson, Second Major. 

Sixth Regiment: Phineas Wright, Colonel; Samuel 
Williams, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joseph Locke, First Ma- 
jor; Daniel Whitmore, Second Major. 

For the County of Plymouth. 

First Regiment : Gamaliel Bradford, Jun., Colonel ; 
Thomas Lothrop, Lieutenant-Colonel ; George Partridge, 
First Major; Seth Cushing, Second Major. 

Second Regiment : Anthony Thomas, Colonel; John 
Cushing, Jun., Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jeremiah Hall, First 
Major; Nathaniel Cushing, Second Major. 

Third Regiment: Edward Mitchell, Colonel; David 
Jones, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Simeon Cary, First Major ; 
Eliphalet Cary, Second Major. 

Fourth Regiment: Ebenezer Sprout, Colonel ; Ebene- 
zer White, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Israel Ferril, First Major. 

For the County of Barnstable. 

First Regiment: Nathaniel Freeman, Colonel ; Joseph 
Dimmock, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joshua Gray, First Ma- 
jor ; George Lewis, Second Major. 

Second Regiment : Joseph Doan, Colonel ; Elisha Cobb, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Zenas Winslow, First Major; Gideon 
Freeman, Second Major. 

For the County o/Bristol. 

First Regiment : Thomas Carpenter, Colonel ; Luther 
Thurber, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Nathan Dagger, First Ma- 
jor ; Peleg Slead, Second Major. 

Second Regiment : Edward Pope, Colonel ; John Hath- 
away, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Silvester Richmond, tertius, 
First Major; Joshua Hathaway, Second Major. 

Third Regiment : George Williams, Colonel ; Zepha- 
niah Leonard, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Abiel Mitchell, First 
Major; James Williams, Second Major. 

Fourth Regiment : John Dagger, Colonel ; Ephraim 
Lane, Lieutenant-Colonel; Isaac Dean, First Major; El- 
kanah Clap, Second Major. 

For the County of York. 

First Regiment. 

Second Regiment : John Frost, Colonel ; Ichabod Good- 
win, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joseph Prince, First Major ; John 
Shapleigh, Second Major. 

Third Regiment : Tristram Jordan, Colonel; Joseph 
Storer, Lieutenant-Colonel; Thomas Cutt, First Major; 
Jonathan Stone, Second Major. 

Fourth Regiment. 

For the County of Dukes-County. 

First Regiment : Beriah Norton, Colonel ; Melatiah Da- 
vis, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Brotherton Dogget, First Major; 
May hew Adams, Second Major. 

Second Regiment. 

For the County of Worcester. 

First Regiment: Samuel Denny, Colonel; Benjamin 
Flagg, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Paul Raymond, First Major; 
Asa Baldwin, Second Major. 

Second Regiment: Josiah Whitney, Colonel; Ephraim 
Sawyer, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jonas Houghton, First Ma- 
jor ; Ebenezer Jones, Second Major. 

Third Regiment : Ezra Wood, Colonel ; Joseph Cha- 
pen, Lieutenant-Colonel; Joseph Daniels, First Major; 
Caleb Whiting, Second Major. 

Fourth Regiment : Jonathan Warner, Colonel ; Joseph 
Gilbert, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Reuben Reed, First Major ; 
Joseph Bowman, Second Major. 

Fifth Regiment : Jonathan Holman, Colonel; Daniel 
Plympton, L'wutenant-Colonel ; William Learned, First 
Major; Jacob Davis, Second Major. 

Sixth Regiment. 

Seventh Regiment : Nathan Sparhawk, Colonel ; Jona- 
than Grout, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jonas Wilder, First Ma- 
jor; Daniel Clap, Second Major. 

Eighth Regiment: Abijah Stearns, Colonel; Josiah 
Carter, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Rand, First Major ; Eb- 
enezer Bridge, Second Major. 
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For (he County of Cumberland. 

First Regiment : John Waite, Colonel ; Peter Noyes, 
Lieutenant'Colonel ; Nathaniel Jordan, First Major; Wil- 
liam Frost, Second Major. 

Second Regiment: Jonathan Mitchell, Colonel; Nathan- 
iel Piminglon, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Charles Gerrisb, First 
Major ; Nathaniel Larabee, Second Major. 

Third Regiment: Reuben Fogg, Colonel; Richard 
Lombard, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Timothy McDaniel, First 
Major; Ephraim Row, Second Major. 

Fourth Regiment : Timothy Pike, Colonel ; Moses Mer- 
ril, Lieutenant-Colonel; William Knight, First Major; 
Samuel Mathews, Second Major. 

For the County o/*Lincoln. 

First Regiment : Samuel McCobb, Colonel ; Samuel 
Harnden, Lieutenant-Colonel (10) ; DummerSewall, First 
Major (11) ; James Hunter, Second Major. 

Second Regiment: Joseph North, Colonel ; William 
Howard, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Ezekiel Pettee, First Ma- 
jor ; Rowland Cushing, Second Major. 

Third Regiment: William Jones, Colonel; Edward 
Emerson, Lieutenant-Colonel (6) ; John Farley, First Ma- 
jor ; Moses Davis, Second Major. 

Fourth Regiment : Moses Wheaton, Colonel ; William 
Farnsworth, Lieutenant-Colonel; James Minot. First Ma- 
jor ; Sands Robinson, Second Major. 

Fifth Regiment: Jonathan Buck, Colonel; Matthew 
Patten, Lieutenant-Colonel; Edmund Moore, First Major; 
Jonathan Buck, Jun., Second M;ijor. 

Sixth Regiment : Benjamin Foster, Colonel ; Alexan- 
der Campbell, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Samuel Jordan, First 
Major; Francis Shaw, Jun., Second Major. 

For the County of Berkshire. 

First Regiment: Mark Hopkins, Colonel ; Aaron Root, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Giles Jackson, First Major ; Jacob 
Brown, Second Major. 

Second Regiment: Benjamin Symonds, Colonel ; Jona- 
than Smith, Lieutenant-Colonel ; David Rosseter, First 
Major; Caleb Hyde, Second Major. 

JNote. — The figures annexed to the names of some per- 
sons in the foregoing list show that they have been elected 
to other offices, or declined accepting their appointment, 
or were non-concurred by the Council, as will appear by 
the Journals, and refer, respectively, to the following gen- 
tlemen, who have been elected in their room, viz : 

1. John Gray, 10. Dummer Sewall, 

2. Eleazer Brooks, 11. John Hews, 

3. Francis Faulkner, 12. Jonathan Reed, 

4. Nathaniel Barret, 13. Josiah Sartel, 

5. Samuel Lamson, 14. Jonathan Minot, 

6. Andrew Reed, 15. Samuel Stone, 

7. Nicholas Holt, 16. Joseph Gilbert, 

8. Silas Bayley, 17. Enoch Hallet, 

9. Ebenezer Jones, 18. Joseph Diminick. 

The following shows the division of the Militia of each 
County into Regiments, and the rank of each Regiment, 
as ordered by the honourable Council : 

Suffolk. 
Boston Regiment. — Boston, to be called the Boston Re- 
giment, and to lake rank of all the other Regiments in 
the County of Suffolk. 
First Regiment: Roxbury, Dedham, Needham, Brook- 
line. 
Second Regiment: Weymouth, Hingham, Cohasset, Hull. 
Third Regiment : Dorchester, Milton, Stoughton, Stough- 

tonham. 
Fourth Regiment : Medfield, Wrentham, Medway, Bel- 

lingham, Walpole. 
Fifth Regiment: Braintree. 

Essex. 

First Regiment: Salem, Lynn. 

Second Regiment: Newburyport, Salisbury, Amesbury. 
Third Regiment: Ipswich, Topsfield, Wenham. 
Fourth Regiment: Haverhill, Andover, Bradford, Box- 
ford, Methuen. 
Fifth Regiment : Marblehead. 
Sixth Regiment: Gloucester, Manchester. 



Seventh Regiment: Newbury, Rowley. 

Eighth Regiment: Beverly, Danvers, Middleton. 

Middlesex. 

First Regiment: Cambridge, Charlestown, Watertown, 
Newton, Maiden, Medlbrd, Waltham. 

Second Regiment : Woburn, Reading, Wilmington, Stone- 
ham. 

Third Regiment : Concord, Lexington, Weston, Acton, 
Lincoln. 

Fourth Regiment: Sudbury, Marlborough, Stow. 

Fifth Regiment: Framingham, Sherburne, Hopkington, 
Natick, Holliston. 

Sixth Regiment: Littleton, Westford, Groton, Shirley, 
Pepperel, Townsend, Ashby. 

Seventh Regiment : Billerica, Chelmsford, Dracut, Bed- 
ford, Tewkesbury, Dunstable. 

Hampshire. 

First Regiment : Springfield, Wilbraham,Brimfield,Soulh- 

Brimfield, Palmer, Monson, Ludlow. 
Second Regiment : Northampton, Hatfield, Whately, Wil- 

liamsburgh, Chesterfield with the Gore, Southampton, 

Worthington, Norwich, Number-Five. 
Third Regiment : West Springfield, Westfield, Southwick, 

Granville, Blanford, Murrayfield. 
Fourth Regiment: Hadley, Soulh-Hadley, Granby, BeJ- 

chertown, Ware, Greenwich, Pelham, Amherst. 
Fifth Regiment: Deerfield, Greenfield, Charlemont, with 

the Wards' Grant, Merryfield, Colerain,Barnardston, 

Shelburne, Conway, Ashfield, Hatfield, Equivalent, 

Number-Seven, No-Town. 
Sixth Regiment: Northfield, Sunderland, Leveret, Shutes- 

bury, New-Salem, Ervinshire, Montagu, Warwick. 

Plymouth. 

First Regiment: Plymouth, Plympton, Halifax, Kingston, 
Duxborough. 

Second Regiment : Scituate, Marshfield, Hanover, Pem- 
broke. 

Third Regiment : Bridgewater, Abington. 

Fourth Regiment: Middleborougb, Rochester, Wareham. 

Barnstable. 

First Regiment : Barnstable, Sandwich, Yarmouth, Fal- 
mouth. 

Second Regiment: Harwich, Eastham, Chatham, Well- 
fleet, Truro, Provincetown. 

Bristol. 
First Regiment: Rehoboth, Swanzey. 
Second Regiment : Dartmouth, Freetown, Dighton, Berk- 
ley. 
Third Regiment: Taunton, Easton, Raynham. 
Fourth Regiment: Attleborough, Norton, Mansfield. 

York. 

First Regiment : York, Sandford, the Plantations called 

Cox- Hall and Mossabeseck, and the first Parish in 

Wells. 
Second Regiment : Kittery, Berwick, Lebanon. 
Third Regiment : Biddeford, Arundel, Pepperelborough, 

Buxton, the Plantation called Little-Falls, and the 

second Parish in Wells. 

Dukes-County. — (Blank.) 

Worcester. 

First Regiment : Worcester, Leicester, Holden, Spencer, 
Paxton, (including the new Parish called Boggy- 
choge.) 

Second Regiment : Lancaster, Harvard, Bolton, Princeton. 

Third Regiment : Mendon, Uxbridge, Northbridge, Upton, 
Douglass. 

Fourth Regiment: Brookfield, Western, New-Braintree, 
Hardwick, Oakham. 

Fifth Regiment: Sutton, Oxford, Sturbridge, Charlton, 
Dudley, (including adjacent lands lying in No-Town.) 

Sixih Regiment: Southborough, Westborough, Shrews- 
bury, Northborough, Grafton. 

Seventh Regiment : Rutland, Petersham, Hutchinson, 
Athol, Templeton, Winchendon, Royalston, Hub- 
bardston. 
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Eighth Regiment: Lunenburg!), Leominster, Westminster, 
Fitchburgh, Ashburnham, (including adjacent lands 
lying north of Princeton.) 

Cumberland. 

First Regiment: Falmouth, Cape-Elizabeth. 

Second Regiment : North-Yarmouth, Brunswick, Harps- 
well, and the new township called Royalston. 

Third Regiment: Scarborough, Gorham, and the new 
township called Pearsontown, and the settlements 
back of them. 

Fourth Regiment: Windham, New-Gloucester, and the 
township called New-Boston, with the settlements 
back thereof, and the settlements back of Royalston. 

Lincoln. 

First Regiment: Georgetown, Woolwich, Topsham, Bow- 
doinham, and the South-Company in the East Pre- 
cinct in the Town of Pownalborough. 

Second Regiment : The North Company, in the East Pre- 
cinct, in Pownalborough, and the Company in the 
West Precinct in said Town; the Plantation called 
Ball's Town, so far east as Dyer's River; the Plan- 
tation called Gardinerstown ; the Towns of Hallo- 



well, Winthrop, Vassal borough, and Winslow, with 
the adjacent settlements on Kennebeck-River. 

Third Regiment : The Third Regiment to include the 
Towns of Boothbay, Edgecombe, New-Castle, and 
Bristol, with the Plantation called Walpole, and the 
adjacent settlements on DamascoUa-Pond. 

Fourth Regiment: Waldoborough, the Plantations called 
St. Georges, Medumcook, and Camden ; the Town 
of Belfast, with all the settlements on the western side 
of Penobscot-River. 

Fifth Regiment : AH the settlements within said County, 
lying between Penobscot-River and Union-River. 

Sixth Regiment: All the settlements in said County be- 
tween the river called Union and St. Croix. 

Berkshire. 

First Regiment: Sheffield, Great-Barrington, Egremont, 
New-Marlborough, Sandisfield, Tyringham, Allbrd, 
Louden. 

Second Regiment: Stockbridge, West-Stockbridge, the 
Glass-Works, Lenox, Richmond, Pittsfield, Lanes- 
borough, Jericho, Becket, Hartwood, Partridgefield, 
Gageborough, New-Providence, Ashawillet, Equiva- 
lent, New-Ashford, Williamstown, East-Hoosick. 



ORDER IN COUNCIL. 

At the Court of St. James's, the '21st day of February, 
1776. Present: The Kiag's Most Excellent Majesty in 
Council. 

Whereas, the time limited by His Majesty's Order in 
Council of the 22d of November last, for the prohibiting 
the exporting out of this Kingdom, or carrying coastwise, 
Gunpowder, Saltpetre, or any sort of Arms or Ammunition, 
will expire on the 23d of ibis instant, February : And 
whereas, it is judged expedient, that the said prohibition 
should be continued for some time longer, except in those 
cases where (for the benefit and advantage of trade, and 
for the use and defence of ships trading to foreign parts, 
and of the transports and victualling vessels employed in 
His Majesty's service) His Majesty by his several Orders 
in Council of the 13th and 27th of October, and of the 6th 
and 22d of November, 1775, and of the 5th and 19th of 
this instant, February, has thought proper to permit and 
allow the exportation of and carrying coastwise, Gunpow- 
der, Saltpetre, Arms and Ammunition, under certain con- 
ditions and restrictions mentioned in the said Orders ; His 
Majesty doth, therefore, by and with the advice of his Privy 
Council, hereby order, require, prohibit, and command, that 
no person, or persons, whomsoever, (except the Master-Ge- 
neral, Lieutenant-General, or principal officers of the Ord- 
nance for His Majesty's service,) do at any time during the 
space of three months, to commence from the said 23d day 
of this instant, February, presume to transport into any parts 
out of this Kingdom, or carry coastwise, any Gunpowder, 
Saltpetre, or any sort of Arms or Ammunition, or ship or 
lade any Gunpowder, Saltpetre, or any sort of Arms or 
Ammunition, on board any ship or vessel, in order to trans- 
porting the same beyond the seas, or carrying the same 
coastwise, except in the cases comprised within the afore- 
mentioned Orders in Council of the 13th and 27th of Octo- 
ber, and the 6th and 22d of November, 1775, and of the 
5th and 19th of this instant, February, without leave or 
permission in that behalf first obtained from His Majesty, 
or his Privy Council, upon pain of incurring and suffering 
the respective forfeitures and penalties inflicted by an Act 
passed in the twenty-ninth year of his late Majesty's reign, 
intituled, "An Act to empower His Majesty to prohibit the 
exportation of Saltpetre, and to enforce the law for empow- 
ering His Majesty to prohibit the exportation of Gunpow- 
der, or any sort of Arms and Ammunition ; and, also, to 
empower His Majesty to restrain the carrying coastwise of 
Saltpetre, Gunpowder, or any sort of Arms or Ammuni- 
tion ;" and the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
Treasury, the Commissioners for executing the office of 
Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, the Lord Warden 
of the Cinque Ports, tbe Master-General of the Ordnance, 
and His Majesty's Secretary at War, are to give the neces- 
sary directions herein as to them may respectively apper- 

tain - G. Chetw ynd - 



ORDER IN COUNCIL. 

At the Court at St. James's, the 28th day of February, 
1776. Present: The King's Most Excellent Majesty in 
Council. 

Whereas, the time limited by His Majesty's Proclama- 
tion, of the 3d of January last, " for encouraging Seamen 
to enter themselves on board His Majesty's ships-of-war," 
will expire on the 29th of this instant, February; and 
whereas, it is judged expedient for His Majesty's service, 
that the several encouragements thereby given should re- 
main and continue in force for some time longer: His 
Majesty doth, therefore, by and with the advice of his 
Privy Council, hereby order, that the time limited by the 
aforementioned Proclamation be prolonged and extended 
from the said 29th day of this instant, February, to the 30th 
day of April next, inclusive ; and that the bounties and re- 
wards thereby given and granted he continued to be paid 
until the said 30th day of April; whereof all persons con- 
cerned are to take notice, and govern themselves accord- 

in s ] y- G . Cl 



/HETWYND, 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN FULFORD, 

[No. 21.] Annapolis, February 21, 1776. 

Sir: From an opinion of your knowledge of cannon, we 
have thought proper to appoint you to prove those to 
be supplied this Province, by Messrs. Samuel and Daniel 
Hughes, and request you will immediately repair for that 
purpose to their works at Antietam. We enclose you an 
order on the Committee of Observation for the Middle 
District of Frederick County, for what powder may be 
wanting, and will defray any expense you may necessarily 
incur on that service. The commission for Mr. Massen- 
back, to be Second Lieutenant, you will please to deliver 
him, and give him proper instructions how to act with re- 
gard to the company of Matrosses, during your absence. 

We are, Sic. 

To Captain Fulford. 

JACOB YOUNG TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Frodcricktown, February 21, 1776, 

Gentlemen: Finding, by the resolves of last Conven- 
tion, that commissioned officers of Minute-Men are ex- 
cused from appearing among the Militia in a lower station, 
I take the liberty of applying to you for the following com- 
missions, for myself and my inferior officers, that we may 
convince the most prejudiced that we are_justly entitled to 
the above indulgence : Jacob Young, Captain ; Peter Grosh, 
First Lieutenant ; Archibald Boyd, Second Lieutenant; 
Rezin Davis, Ensign. 

I am, with much respect, gentlemen, your very humble 

servant, ¥ ,, 

Jacob Young. 

To the Council of Safety, of Maryland. 
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OFFICERS OF THE THIRD BATTALION NOW RAISING IN THE 
PROVINCE OF NEW-JERSEY. 

Elias Dayton, Colonel; Anthony Walton White, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel; Francis Barber, Major. 

Captains : Samuel Poller, Joseph Bloomfield, Peter 
Dickerson, Thomas Patterson, John Ross, Anthony Sharp, 
Thomas Reading, William Eugene Emley. 

First Lieutenants : Rynear Blanchard, Josiah Seely, John 
Mott, John Anderson, Edward McMihell, Stephen Dun- 
ham, Samuel Flanagan, Richard Lloyd. 

Second Lieutenants : Josiah Quimiey, William GifFord, 
David Tuttle, William McDonold, Rulf Gill, Richard Cox, 
Jun., Samuel Hazelet, Daniel Pearson. 

Ensigns: William Ten Broeck, Ebenezer Elmer, Ed- 
ward Patterson, Cornelius Honson, Nathaniel Leonard, 
Thomas Corthy, Robert Hagan, Edgar Gildat. 

Samuel Sheppard, Adjutant; William Naucnoss, Quar- 
termaster. 



JOSEPH ROBINSON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Jamaica, Long.Island, February 21, 1776. 

Sir: I received a letter from you (as President of the 
Provincial Congress) desiring me to collect what evidence 
1 can against those persons that were taken up here in our 
County, by order of the Continental Congress, and to trans- 
mit the same to our Convention, to prove that they are 
inimical to our glorious contest, and of their receiving pow- 
der. I think the Congress is furnished with the strongest 
and clearest proof that can be desired : their own publick 
opposition, and their many publick publications against the 
mode pursuing by the United Colonies ; and, likewise, their 
own acknowledging the receiving and getting powder, I 
think as clear proof as can be desired to prove thcin ene- 
mies to our cause ; so clear that even our own Convention 
publickly published them as such, and summoned, I believe, 
the major part of those gentlemen to appear before the 
Congress and answer for their conduct ; which summons, 
sir, they despised and refused to obey. Mr. Peter Clowes 
is a proper person to refer you to for information of their 
conduct concerning the summons, and who were present 
when lie went among them. To prove those of the gen- 
tlemen (who live in our township) being very industrious 
in riding to persuade the ignorant to oppose us, the Con- 
gress need only summons any of our inhabitants here. 

As this letter will be read publickly, I cannot, consistent 
with my safety, publickly name persons who would be pro- 
per evidences; but I think Colonel Heard can inform the 
Congress of those that received and distributed out the 
powder. Whatever I can evidence, I shall readily obey 
the summons of the Congress. 

I am, sir, yours, and the Congress's very humble servant, 

Joseph Robinson. 
To the New-York Congress. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read March 4, 1776.] 

Albany, February 21, 1776. 

Sir: I forgot yesterday to mention, that I thought it 
highly expedient to direct the Commissary-General to send 
Deputies into Canada, in order to put that branch upon a 
proper footing there. I fear that for the want of such per- 
sons as understand the business, all will run into confusion, 
if it is not already so. 

Mr. Livingston has just informed me that Mr. Price 
intended to apply for the Commissary-Generalship in Ca- 
nada. I immediately sent a note to Mr. Price, but be had 
left town ; if he had informed me that he had such an in- 
tention, 1 should not have hesitated to have recommended 
the appointment, as such an officer is much wanted in Ca- 
nada, and Mr. Price is certainly entitled to it. 

I shall, however, direct Mr. Livingston to send on Messrs. 
Swart and Benson, who are the persons he has appointed, 
and if the Commissary-Generalship is conferred on Mr. 
Price, he may employ them as his Deputies, if he finds they 
will serve. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient, humble ser- 
vant, r,„ r, 

' Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany, February 21, 1776. 

Sir: Mr. Payne has been employed during part of last 
campaign in the artillery way; he seems active and lively, 
and if you have not already appointed the officers of the 
Artillery company, it might be well to employ him, as he 
expresses a desire for the service, and is willing to return 
immediately into Canada. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To the President of the New-York Congress. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Road March 5, 1776.] 

Montreal, February 21, 1776. 

Gentlemen: Our distressing circumstances, together 
with the fatal consequences we have reason to apprehend, 
for want of hard money, have induced me to send my 
Secretary, Mr. Cole, to you, to bring forward what can be 
instantly procured. Provisions and wood cannot be ob- 
tained, nor can we pay for the transporting of any thing, 
but with hard cash, which, if we are not immediately sup- 
plied with, we must either starve, quit the country, or dis- 
grace our army and the American cause, by laying the 
country under contribution ; there is no other alternative. 
We have not by us half money enough to answer the press- 
ing demands of the country people, to whom we are in- 
debted. By the middle of March, or a little later, we shall 
not be able to pass with any thing up and down this coun- 
try; our flour is already in a manner gone, and every other 
kind of provision soon will be, yet a large supply must be 
sent to the camp before the roads are impassable. Our 
friends here can supply us with specie no longer ; our credit 
sinks with the inhabitants. Mr. Walker and Mr. Price 
will inform you more fully the absolute necessity of supply- 
ing the army before it is too late ; a few days delay, at t>±<> 
critical time, may be attended with fatal consequences. I 
understand there is a quantity of pork at Fort George, 
which I have desired General Schuyler to forward across 
the Lakes ; whether he will do it or not, I cannot say :■ I 
hope he will. Being certain that the Congress want nothing 
but information of the necessities of the army, in order, as 
far as possible, to supply them, I now take the liberty to 
give the necessary information, and am, with the greatest- 
respect, gentlemen, your most obedient, and very humble 

servant, x-. IV 

' David Wooster. 

To the Honourable Continental Congress. 



GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Prospect.Hill, February 21, 1776. 

Colonel Varnum and Colonel Bond have made choice 
of Mr. Davids for Chaplain for their Regiments: Colonel 
Hitchcock and Colonel Little have made choice of the 
Rev. Mr. Noble as Chaplain to their Regiments, providing 
your Excellency approves thereof. 

I am, with due respect, your Excellency's most obedient, 



bumble servant, 



Nathaniel Greene, B. (?,. 



To His Excellency General Washington. 



VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
In Committee of Safety, Williamsburgh, February 22, 17,76. 
Mr. Waller Halton, of Accomack County, being taken 
up for trial by the Committee of that County, as having 
written a letter to Nathaniel Coffin, Esq., containing sen- 
timents very unfriendly to the rights of America, an extract 
from which was published in Mr. Purdie's Gazette of the 
2d instant, was, at his own request, referred by the said 
Committee to the determination of this Board. Mr. Hat- 
ton accordingly appeared, and, being shown the manuscript 
extract from the said letter, transmitted from Philadelphia, 
declared himself well satisfied that it was faithfully taken 
from the original, and was willing the Committee should 
proceed to his trial upon that as his letter. He, at the 
same time, expressed his contrition for having written the 
letter, and his intention, in future, to conduct himself with- 
out offence. Whereupon, he was desired to retire, and re- 
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duce to writing what he was willing to say on that subject, 
and deliver it in the next morning. He accordingly, the 
next day, gave in the following paper, viz: 

" Whereas, 1, in November last, wrote a letter to Na- 
thaniel Coffin, Esq., of Boston, wherein I rneniioned sun- 
dry things disrespectful of the American cause ; I, therefore, 
do now freely acknowledge my imprudence in so doing, 
and am sorry for the same ; and I do hereby further agree 
and promise, that, for the future, (during the present un- 
happy dispute between Great Britain and America.) I will 
not, either by writing or speaking, give any information to 
any person in power, or any other person whatsoever, pre- 
judicial to the American cause; but, that I will conduct 
myself entirely, henceforward, so as to give no occasion of 

offence. „tir u 

"Walter Hatton. 

"Williamsburgh, February 22, 1776." 

Which being satisfactory to the Committee, Mr. Haiton 
is discharged, and recommended to the friends of America 
to be restored to the peace and protection of society, so 
]png as he observes the rule of conduct he has promised as 
aforesaid ; and, it is Ordered, That these proceedings be 
published in the Virginia Gazette. 

For the Committee : 

Edmund Pendleton, President. 



Northampton County, Virginia, February 22, 1776. 

About a week ago two Minute Companies arrived here 
from Maryland — one from Kent County, under the com- 
mand of Captain William Henry, the other from Queen- 
Anne, under the command of Captain James Kent. They 
are two very fine companies, extremely well armed, having 
amongst them many gentlemen of family and fortune, and 
are examples of good discipline and subordination. The 
day after their arrival, the Committee met, and addressed 
them as follows : 

To Captain William Henry, and Captain James Kent, 
and the Troops under their command. 

Gentlemen: The Committee of Northampton County 
beg leave to congratulate you upon your safe arrival into 
this County, after a fatiguing march, at this rigorous season. 

When gentlemen of easy fortunes, such as the compa- 
nies we have seen from your Province, and who can enjoy 
at home every convenience and elegance of life, enter 
themselves voluntarily to serve their country, by undertak- 
ing a tedious march at an inclement season, and cheerfully 
submitting to every inconvenience consequent thereto, it 
cannot be doubted that they are actuated by the noblest 
principles ; they are justly entitled to the thanks of their 
country, and we hope Providence will ever crown them 
with honour and success. 

The peaceful state which this once happy County ever 
enjoyed, till the present unnatural, though unavoidable con- 
test, renders us totally unprovided for the proper reception 
of a number of armed men ; and we hope, gentlemen, you 
will consider the very indifferent accommodations which 
you meet with here as solely owing to this cause, and not 
from want of respect and attention to your circumstances. 
We, however, beg leave to assure you, that nothing in our 
power shall be wanting to promote your convenience and 
happiness, which the situation of our County will permit, 
in full confidence that you will, at all times, during your 
residence amongst us, cheerfully co-operate with this Com- 
mittee in maintaining good order and regularity in this place, 
and in opposing the dangerous designs of all the secret and 
avowed enemies of American liberty. 

To which the Committee received the following Answer : 

Head-Quarters, Northampton Court-House, > 
February 22, 1776. $ 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen oftkeCommitteeforNonTH- 
ampton County, Virginia : 

We return thanks for your very polite Address to us, 
and the companies under our command, upon our arrival at 
this place, as, also, for your attention in making the neces- 
sary provision for our reception. 

Impressed with a lively sense of the duty we owe to our 
country, and animated with the glorious cause of American 
liberty, we cheerfully left our habitations, thinking no diffi- 
culties too much for a people to encounter who were de- 
termined to die or live free, and shall esteem ourselves 



happy jn proportion to the services we shall be able to ren- 
der the Colony, and this County in particular. 

We are not insensible of the many inconveniences at- 
tending the accommodation of soldiers in a country hitherto 
a stranger to war, and with pleasure we find your assiduity 
has conquered these difficulties, and made our residence 
easy and agreeable. 

Be assured, gentlemen, we shall be always ready to give 
you any assistance in our power, consistent with our duty, 
to preserve good order and regularity; and shall be at all 
times thankful for your advice and directions in the execu- 
tion of the trust reposed in us, especially as we are strangers 
to what is and may have been transacted in this place. 

We beg leave to subscribe ourselves, with the greatest 
respect, gentlemen, your very obedient servants, 

William Henrt, 
James Kent. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO BALTIMORE COMMITTEE. 

[No. 22.] Annapolis, February 22, 1776. 

Gentlemen : The repeated instances you have given of 
your readiness to co-operate with us in such measures as 
we have thought conducive to the interest and security of 
this Province under our present unhappy circumstances, 
have proved very acceptable, and the information communi- 
cated by Mr. Samuel Purviance, Jun., by your order, that 
you will assist in providing shot suitable for the cannon, for 
which we have the pleasure to hear you have engaged a 
number of workmen in making wheels and carriages, agree- 
able to our requisition, when at Baltimore, affords us real 
satisfaction. Confiding in your zeal and diligence, we re- 
quest you will immediately employ some able and skilful 
person in supplying a sufficient quantity of ball proper for 
those guns ; and as we are advised some of the shot furnished 
the ship Defence are not round, that you will be particularly 
attentive to the casting of them, and receive none but what 
are truly formed and fit for service. We have not yet been 
wrote to by Mr. Hughes, for a Proofmaster to try the can- 
non he agreed with the last Convention to furnish for the 
use of this Province, or had any satisfactory information in 
what forwardness they are ; however, as we are anxious to 
expedite this business, and presume Mr. Hughes must have 
run some of them by this time, we have appointed Captain 
Fulford to approve them, and have wrote him upon the 
subject ; and from a wish to have every thing in readiness 
against the guns are brought down, we desire you will im- 
mediately contract for fit and proper carriages for them, to 
be supplied as expeditiously as they can. We are, Stc. 

To the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County. 



CHARLES CARROLL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Mount Clare, February 22, 1776. 

Gentlemen : The enclosed was sent to my house at An- 
napolis, and by my clerk sent me up here. Mr. Hughes, 
by what he has heard, supposes there may be twenty nine- 
pounders cast by this time, though he has not, since we 
saw him at Baltimore Town, received any letter from his 
brother. There will be, he tells me, one thousand and 
eighty pounds of powder wanting to try them all ; one hun- 
dred and eighty weight for the twenty nine-pounders, and 
nine hundred for the fifty eighteen-pounders, at the weight 
of the ball in powder for each gun. This, I suppose, must 
be ordered from Fredericlctown ; however, you will con- 
sider whether it may be necessary to send the powder for 
the eighteen-pounders till all or some of them at least be 
cast. You will observe what he says about the kinds of 
powder. I suppose that sent from Annapolis to Frederick 
was proper for cannon, if not, I do not know that we have 
any ; the only method then we can fall upon, must be to 
diminish the quantity in proportion to the strength ; this, I 
collected from him, was what he desired. I really do not 
know any person of experience and knowledge that we 
could appoint to attend the proving of them, and trying of 
their boxes, to find whether they were clear of material 
flaws. Major Pierce, if he be with you, perhaps may be 
able to inform you of one. Mr. Hughes mentioned Mr. 
Steel and Mr. Baird; if they understand it and will be 
pleased to undertake it, I am sure I shall not have the least 
objection to them. Mr. Cummings waits on you with his 
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bond ; he has made some alterations ; if you agree to them 
I shall have no objection. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Charles Carroll. 
To the Council of Safety of Maryland. 

GOVERNOUR OF PENNSYLVANIA TO THE ASSEMBLY. 

•Thursday, February 22, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Tn consequence of your message of the 
25th of November last, founded on a letter addressed to 
you from the County of Northumberland, respecting the 
Connecticut settlers at Wyoming, I took the earliest oppor- 
tunity of giving orders to the Magistrates of that County to 
put the laws of this Province in execution in their County. 
The letter I have since received from the Magistrates and 
Sheriff, which I have ordered the Secretary to lay before 
you, will inform you of the steps they look in pursuance of 
my order, and of the unfortunate event of their proceedings. 

As a considerable expense must have arisen on this at- 
tempt to execute the laws of the Government, I doubt not 
you will readily make provision for defraying it. 

John Penn. 

letter to the governour from northumberland. 

Sunday, December 30, 1775. 

Sir: In pursuance of your Honour's letter of the 25th 
ult., the Magistrates of this County delivered into the hands 
of our Sheriff warrants and other legal processes against a 
number of persons residing at Wyoming, in this County, 
who have been charged on oath with the most illegal prac- 
tices, and some of them with the greatest crimes. The 
Sheriff, apprehensive of resistance, judged it prudent to 
raise the Posse of the County ; a body of near five hundred 
men accompanied him to the neighbourhood of Wyoming, 
where they were met by some people from Wyoming, (one 
of whom was said to be an officer;) to these men the in- 
tention of the Sheriff and his Posse was sufficiently ex- 
plained, and the strongest assurances given that no violence 
or molestation should be offered to any person submitting 
to the laws. The Sheriff proceeded, however, but a little 
farther, when he was most unexpectedly fired upon — one 
man (Hugh McWilliams) killed, and three others danger- 
ously wounded. It was soon found impossible to force a 
passage on that side of the river, as the Narrows, natu- 
rally strong, had been fortified wilb the greatest care, and 
were lined with numbers of men, to which ours bore no 
reasonable proportion. An attempt was made to cross the 
j-iver, with design, if possible, to arrive at the settlement of 
the persons against whom process had issued, without fur- 
ther molestation. This attempt was, for greater secrecy, 
made in the night. When the boats had nearly reached 
the opposite shore, and were entangled in a margin of ice, 
too thin to bear the weight of a man, they were, without 
any previous challenge, fired upon repeatedly by a party 
from the top of the bank. Jesse Lvleins received a mortal 
wound, of which he is since dead. Sundry others narrowly 
escaped. As a landing could not be effected, the boats re- 
turned. Baffled in this second attempt, the weather being 
intolerably severe, and receiving information that the per- 
sons we wished to arrest were the chief in command in 
their breastworks, it was thought advisable to desist from 
any further attempt. The boat with the wounded men 
was fired on, while within gunshot ; a constant fire was kept 
up on our men from the opposite side, while they retreated 
through a long narrows ; one man only, however, was 
wounded, in the arm. 

We are sorry to inform your Honour that a very consi- 
derable expense is incurred in this unfortunate affair. We, 
however, hope that the other branch of the Legislature will 
show the same readiness, in properly resenting this daring 
insult on the Government of the Province, which we have 
ever experienced in your Honour. 

We are, with great respect, your Honour's most obedi- 
ent, and most humble servants, 

William Scull, Sheriff, 
Samuel Harris, Coroner, 
William Plunket, 
Samuel Hunter, 
Michael Troy, 
John Weitzel. 

Fourth Semis. — Vol. it. 93 



To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen of 
the Province of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly 
met. The Memorial of the Committee of Safety. 

In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, February 22, 1776. 

The Committee have, ever since their appointment, ap- 
plied themselves with the greatest zeal and fidelity to the 
important trust confided to them, in providing means for 
the defence of this Province ; they were, however, such 
means only as were thought more immediately requisite 
for our security against the attempts made by a naval ar- 
mament, and were, besides, necessarily confined within the 
limits of the funds allotted to them by your honourable 
House ; but they beg leave to represent, that, as every day 
brings with it fresh proofs of the violence of the JB/itisJi 
Ministry, and of their fixed purpose to subdue the Tree 
spirit of America, that has yet given such obstruction to 
all their schemes of tyranny and despotism — a purpose as- 
sisted, too, by an obsequious Parliament, which may not 
speak the genuine sense of the nation, though it has, un- 
happily, the direction of its force, it truly becomes us to 
prepare seriously for the storm gathering over the Colo- 
nies, and which, in the uncertainty of its course, may, in 
a few weeks, fall upon this Province. This being the idea 
of the Committee, they have come to the following reso- 
lution, claiming the most earnest attention of your honour- 
able House thereto: 

" Resolved, That application be made to the honourable 
the House of Representatives, praying that they will take 
order for the raising of two thousand men to act in the de- 
fence of this Province ; and this Board will represent it as 
their opinion, that they will be most for the publick ser- 
vice, that one Battalion of Regular Troops be formed out 
of that number, and the remainder be a body of Rifle- 
men." 

The Committee beg leave to solicit your attention to 
another object, also of extensive importance — the Military 
Association ; the general sentiments concerning which, they 
have, in the recess of Assembly, had an opportunity of 
collecting, and though such numbers already have, and, we 
hope, will still engage in it, under its present form, as may- 
prove a considerable addition to our strength, yet, as there 
are material objections made to it, and, as they understand, 
are to be laid before your honourable House by divers re- 
spectable bodies of men, they submit to you, whether it 
will not be highly expedient, and consistent with good 
policy, immediately to remove every cause of discontent on 
this head from the minds of the Associators, who, under 
an apprehension of partial and unequal burdens imposed on 
them, have, nevertheless, had the virtue not to refuse their 
services to their country, in confidence that your honour- 
able House will reconsider the several provisions and regu- 
lations complained of, and give them satisfaction- therein. 

By order of the Committee : 

Alexander Wilcocks, Chairman. 



ORANGE COUNTY (nEW-YOIIk) COMMITTEE TO PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS. 

In Committee, February 22, 1776. 
Gentlemen : Upon receiving blank warrants, the Com- 
mittee are now met to acquiesce with the request of Con- 
gress to fill them ; but debates ensuing which of the officers 
on nomination for raising two companies should have the 
preference and have the warrants made out, on motion, 
it was carried that the warrants be returned, and the Con^ 
gress to use their discretion, as our doing otherwise would in- 
volve us in heated parties and precinct disputes ; we, there- 
fore, pray you will not impute this measure to want of zeal 
to do every thing in our power for the general good, and 
do earnestly desire the honourable Congress to fill up the 
warrants as may seem meet to you, or otherwise furnish 
us with one other set of warrants, as each of the parties in 
nomination have spent much time in making advances to- 
wards raising their respective companies, which will extri- 
cate us out of the difficulty we now labour under. 
We are, gentlemen, your humble servants, 

David Pye, 
Deputy Chairman of County Committee. 
John Coleman, Deputy Clerk. 

To the President of the Provincial Congress, New- Yorlc. 
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vj •--..._!■. i.. iS^^Y^M^M ?J> !H™1S SMITH. 

". ..:','. Haverstrnw, New-Yort. February 22, 177G. 

Sir : A very disagreeable division is like to break out 
amongst us on account of two companies agreed upon by 
ttie Committee to be raised at the south side of the moun- 
jtSn, Tfaptain Amos Hutchings and Captain Ary King, 
were recommended by the Committee. Mr. Hutchings 
has, to my knowledge, been at a great fatigue and expense 
already, in engaging a number of hearty men in order to 
have his company full as soon as possible; he has about 
fifty men ready engaged. Captain Ary King has also an 
inclination to serve his country. We have but one set of 
warrants come up. We are at a very great loss how to 
act. If you will be instrumental in obtaining two sets of 
warrants for this side of the mountains, which, I think, will 
be the only means of settling all division in these parts, 
you will greatly oblige your most humble servant, 

E. W. Kif.rs. 

[A copy of the above was directed to Jesse WoodhulL] 



GENERAL LEE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[February 26, 1776, referred to Mr. McKean, Mr. John Adams, Mr. 
L. Morris.] 

New-York, February 22, 1776. 

Sir: Last night I had the honour of receiving yours, 
with the resojves and commands of the Congress, which I 
shall obey with the greatest zeal and alacrity, and all pos- 
sible expedition. The confidence reposed in me is ex- 
tremely flattering, and 1 shall labour to deserve their good 
opinion. 

As I am yet very weak and lender, after my illness, I shall 
take the liberty to remain here a few days, at least until I 
am able to walk and ride with a tolerable degree of ease, 
which, at present, I am incapable of doing; in fact, ven- 
turing upon a journey in the state I am in might risk a re- 
lapse, which might totally incapacitate me from being of 
any service in that part of the world or elsewhere. 

The cannon ordered by the Congress to Canada, shall 
be fitted out and despatched without loss of time ; the Pro- 
vincial Congress are now preparing the means. Mortars 
there are none, which is very unfortunate, as in the attack 
of towns they are absolutely necessary. 

I was much disappointed, sir, in not being joined by a 
battalion from Philadetyhia, as I was taught to expect. I 
did not apply for them merely with a view of opposing Mr. 
Clinton with the troops he should bring with him. 1 had 
sufficient, and more than sufficient force to cope with him, 
but it was agreed, in the conference held with the three 
gentlemen who were here, as a Committee from the Con- 
gress, that it would be necessary to retrench a camp in 
Long-Island, capacious enough to contain at least three 
thousand men; and although it was thought impracticable 
to fortify the sea side of the town against shipping, it was 
allowed and determined to be expedient to throw up divers 
works in the city and its environs, in order to prevent the 
enemy's getting possession of it. To accomplish these 
works, sir, not a small number of hands are requisite. Our 
present numbers are so far from being adequate to the 
business, that they are scarcely sufficient to mark out the 
works, and, at the same time, do the necessary garrison 
duty. As to the Minute-Men, no account ought to be 
made of them. Had I been as much acquainted with them 
when they were summoned as I am at present, I should 
have exerted myself to prevent their coming. The expense 
of these gentry is most intolerable. They have, upon an 
average, about two men to one officer ; but the expense of 
their subsistence is not all ; the loss of powder to the pub- 
Kctt ts dreadful. They leave their homes without a grain ; 
they expect, and must be supplied out of the publick ma- 
gazines ; when they return they carry it with them. Upon 
the whole, sir, I cannot help expressing my wishes, that 
the Congress will find means of establishing one great Con- 
tinental regular army, adequate to all the purposes of de- 
fence. Every consideration, that of economy as well as 
security, dictate the measure. 

At present, we have here Lord Stirling's, Waterbury's, 
and Ward's Battalions. Waterbury's and Ward's are only 
inlisted to the 12th of March. In eighteen days, there- 
fore, the whole force will consist of Lord Stirling's Regi- 
ment, not quite five hundred men fit for duty. 1 own I 



tremble for this important place ; I cannot help fearing that 
the enemy will have possession of it. I submit it to the 
wisdom of the Congress whether a force should not be im- 
mediately provided to prevent so fatal an event. If they 
depend on the four regiments ordered to be raised in this 
Province, they will, I am afraid, be cruelly disappointed: 
for, from all those I have conversed with op i thg subject, 
many months will be required for their completion, if they 
are ever completed. I hope you will excuse my being so 
diffuse with respect to New-York, I thought it my duty to 
be particular on so important a subject. 

1 have a favour to ask of the Congress. Doctor Fague, 
who is settled at Fairfield, in Connecticut, is a French 
gentleman of ability, probity, and skill in his profession. 
He knows Canada very well ; is known and esteemed 
there. He speaks French and English with great ease 
and fluency. He. is extremely desirous of accompanying 
me. If, sir, there is a possibility of placing him in the 
Hospital, but in a station and rank proportioned to his pre- 
tensions, I apprehend he might not only be of great use to 
me, but to the publick. If the Hospital is already disposed 
of, I should think it worth while to appoint him to some 
other office. 

Before I conclude, sir, I ought to apprize you that a very 
considerable number of the guns we took from the.Batte- 
ry are absolutely unfit for service. The enclosed is f\ return 
of those that are good, and those that may be used on oc- 
casion. 

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient 

servant > Charles Lee. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Continental Congress. 

GENERAL HEATH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Camp at Cambridge, February 22, 1776. 

May it please your Excellency: I some time since 
reported that Colonels Prescolt and Phinncy had chosen 
the Reverend Mr. Foster for the Chaplain for those regi- 
ments. This choice is but temporary, as it is at present 
uncertain whether Mr. Foster can be absent from his own 
Parish for more than a month or two. I now beg leave 
further to report, that Colonels Grcaton and Baldwin have 
made choice of the Reverend Mr. Barnum for the Chaplain 
of their regiments. 

Having five regiments in the brigade under my com- 
mand, Colonel Sargent finds it difficult to join another 
regiment, at present; and, as there are nine regiments in 
the qamp at Roxbury, one of them must, of necessity, join 
with some regiment in this camp, and, as the situation of 
Colonel Frescolt's regiment seems to point out that as the 
most proper one, it has been proposed that such a junction 
take place, and that Colonel Sargent and Colonel Phiniiey 
should join. This, however, seems at present a little em- 
barrassed, on account of the uncertainty of Mr. Fosier't 
continuing the whole campaign. 

All which is humbly submitted, by your Excellency's 
most humble servant, 

W. Heath, Brigadier- General. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE. 

Cambridge, February 22, 1776. 

Dear Sir: I fully expected, by the two last posts, to 
have received your favours, with an account of the mea- 
sures you have been, and are pursuing, for the defence of 
New- York, and of such occurrences as you might have 
thought worthy of notice ; as I did not, nor got several 
other letters which I expected, I cannot but suppose they 
have been intercepted at some of the offices, or by some 
accident prevented coming to my hands. 

I need not mention my impatience to hear from you, and 

beg that you will write me by every opportunity. 

I am, dear sir, &c, ^ w 

' ' ' George Washington. 

To General Lee. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, February 22, 1776. 

Governour Trumbull : In my letter to you of the 19th 
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instant, I mentioned that I was sorry to find that there were 
come but forty- two hundred and seventeen pounds of pow- 
der, instead of six or eight thousand I had expectations of. 
1 had taken my information from Governour Cooke's letter, 
which, upon a reperusal, I find mentions that weight, in- 
cluding the casks. I have since had it weighed by the 
Commissary, an exact return of which you have enclosed, 
by which you will see that the nett weight is three thousand 
five hundred and seventy-seven pounds ; five hundred and 
seventy-seven pounds thereof will be placed to the credit 
of your Colony, and the whole settled for in whatever man- 
ner will be most agreeable. 

I have just received a letter from J. Huntington, 
Esq., with the agreeable account of his having forwarded 
two tons of powder to this camp, by your order. Accept, 
sir, of my thanks for this seasonable supply. When it 
arrives I shall send you an account of it, and, when you 
point out the mode, it shall be paid for, or replaced, in the 
manner you and the rest of your Legislature shall think 
proper. 

I have nothing new at present to communicate to you 
from hence, but you may be assured that I am, with great 
esteem, sir, your most obedient servant, 

George Washington. 
To Governour Trumbull. 



JOHN LANCDON TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Portsmouth, February 22, 177S. 

Gentlemen: 1 have just enrolled nearly one hundred 
men in the Ship- Yard, and have ordered every man to 
attend the muster at an appointed time, with a good fire- 
arm, powder, and ball, some of which are already com- 
pletely equipped; but, as there is no powder to be had, 
only what is in the publick stores, would submit it to the 
consideration of the honourable Committee, whether it 
would not be best to order that those men who are not 
supplied already, to be supplied by the publick, when oc- 
casion requires, or, if it is best, for each to appear with one 
half pound of powder in his horn, for which a receipt to be 
taken, and if it is not returned, or made use of against the 
enemy, to pay double of the value at this time, which I 
will slop out of their wages ; which I think will effectually 
prevent waste, and put those who have no powder upon 
the same footing with those who have but their own am- 
munition. 1 think I may with safety serve the Colony in 
this matter, and not in the least interfere with the Conti- 
nental business. I should be glad to have some answer 
from the honourable Committee relative to this matter, as 
1 have ordered every man to be ready for mustering by 
such a day, and should be glad to have every man fur- 
nished. 

I am, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

John Langdon. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety of the Colony of 
JVe w- Hampsh ire . 



jWilliamsburgli, Virginia, February 23, 177G. 

Two paragraphs from Lord Dunmore's Virginia Ga- 
zette, (as he calls it,) printed on board his own ship, Feb- 
ruary 3d, 1776, may serve to show us what is the wish, 
and, we should presume, the intention of the Ministry: 

" 1 hope that the British spirit is not so debased, that, 
for a little temporary interest, and precarious tranquillity, 
you will give up your dignity and honour, and render your 
nation contemptible in the eyes of all Europe. No, let 
them feel what it is to provoke and insult a great and pow- 
erful people, who have so lately astonished the world by 
their achievements. When they return to their duty and 
sue for pardon, let the conditions be : lay down your arms, 
deliver up your leaders to just punishment, retire quietly 
to your homes, and submit to the Legislature of your pa- 
rent state. 

" Do not sink, my Lord, under the glorious struggle ; 
let not ignominious accommodation with our rebellious and 
ungrateful Colonies fade and tarnish your country's glory, 
and efface the remembrance of your former great conduct ; 
let difficulties animate you to the utmost exertion of your 
powers. You have the confidence of your Sovereign, the 
support of the most independent Parliament that ever sat 



within those walls ; you have the warmest approbation of 
every wise and good man, the body of the nation is with? 
you, and you may command their natural force." 

It is true, these are only extracts from the Publiclc Ad- 
vertiser, but they were addressed to Lord North, and have 
a strong resemblance to his and the King's speech ; and I 
will remark here, by-the-by, that these extracts were pub- 
lished and circulated by Lord Dunmore seven days after 
the date of his friendly letter. 

A writer [in Dunmore's Gazette] who signs himself Can- 
didus, supposed to be one Finlayson, a young Scotchman, 
formerly a shopkeeper in this city, who vvas genteelly 
caned by a certain Captain, some time before Captain Foy 
left the country, introduces the letter, from which the above 
extracts are made, in an elaborate piece, in which he com- 
plains of the publication of falsehood and concealment of 
truth, in all the newspapers except the one his Lordship 
has pressed into his service, (and a few others,) and which 
Candidus is supposed to superintend. 

" I must do you, sir, the justice [says he to his printer] 
to say, that your press does not come within the descrip- 
tion above given, being, undoubtedly, much in favour of 
American measures ; it is the more necessary at this time, 
in order to give room for such truths and wholesome advice, 
as cannot otherwise be conveyed to the ears of the peo- 
ple, or is not, through the prostitute presses at present on 
the Continent. I am insensibly drawn into these reflec- 
tions, while 1 meant to convey to you the following paper 
to be published, from the Publick Advertiser." 

But, to return to the subject of a reconciliation : Ame- 
rica, finding that the British Parliament, not content wjth 
restraining her trade within the most narrow bounds, had 
proceeded to drain her, by internal taxes, of the little cir- 
culating cash she had, remonstrated and petitioned in vain 
against such unjust and oppressive acts, and resolved "to 
contract herself within her little sphere, and be contented 
witli her homespun," and, to use the words of the Virginia 
Petition to the King, this is all we did, and all we threat- 
ened, and for this the vengeance of an avaricious and ty- 
rannical Administration has been poured out upon us. The 
national debt is so enormous, the expense of dependants 
and pensioners so heavy, that the Ministry could not think 
of leaving it to America to determine what part of it she 
would pay off; they thought they should slick at nothing 
to carry into execution the plan they had so much at 
heart, and which would make them absolute masters of the 
property of every man in America, to the lightening of 
their own burdens, the satisfying their avarice, and gratify- 
ing their lust of power. Hence, they could not scruple to 
encourage Indians, and Slaves to assist in their bloody 
plan of crushing and enslaving us.' 

It is evident that Administration, whatever it may do 
now, never wished for an accommodation ; every step that 
they have taken was evidently calculated to preclude all 
hopes of it ; it was their interest, wish, and intention, oh 
the supposition that they could conquer America at a little 
risk and small expense, to force us into rebellion, to have a 
pretence for subduing and enslaving us, and glutting their 
avarice with the forfeited estates in America. As the Mi- 
nistry could not wish for an accommodation before their 
disappointment, we have some reason to be on our guard 
during the negotiation, especially as they seem determined 
to send out a powerful armament with their Commission- 
ers. They are determined to treat with us with the sword 
at our breasts ; we should, therefore, be armed with a 
shield, and, with drawn swords, be ready to parry the 
thrusts which may be made at us, if we should refuse to 
submit to some insulting proposal. 

Let no one think me an enemy to accommodation ; I 
only caution my countrymen against being thrown offtheir 
guard, for I confess I suspect the sincerity of the Ministry. 
What occasion have they to send over Commissioners, 
fleets, and armies, if they intend to repeal the acts we 
complain of? We asked but for " peace, liberty, and se- 
curity," and promised to disband our troops and return to 
a full and free trade with Great Britain, if the King would 
recall his troops and the Parliament repeal the obnoxious 
acts. What requests could be more reasonable ? What 
easier for Britain to do ? If this had been done, all would 
be right ; there could be no room for fears and suspicions 
on our part, and we should have been bound in honour, and' 



1479 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, FEBRUARY, 1776. 



1480 



have fulfilled our promises in the petition, and, without any 
delay, or expense of a negotiation, peace and happiness 
would instantly be diffused throughout America. 

I fear this fleet and armament can never be the harbin- 
gers of peace; therefore, however ardently I wish for 
peace, I most earnestly recommend it to my countrymen 
to be prepared for war. A ViR g,nian. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THE SEVERAL COMMIT- 
TEES OF OBSERVATION. 
[No. 23.] Annapolis, February 23, 1776. 

To Committees where only Fifty Men are stationed: 

Gentlemen: We perceive, by the proceedings of the 
Convention, that one-half of Captain Iiezin BeaWs com- 
pany are to be stationed in your County. We understand 
the officers of that company are drawing their men toge- 
ther, and are desirous of knowing where they are to be 
stationed, so as to answer the purpose intended. We know 
not where proper houses can be got in your County, and, 
therefore, request you would make inquiry, and let us know 
your sentiments, where the men ought to be stationed, and 
whether convenient houses can be got for them. 

Annapolis, February 23, 1776. 

To Committees for those Counties where whole Indepen- 
dent Companies were stationed: 

Gentlemen : Agreeable to the resolves of the last Con- 
vention, an Independent Company is to be stationed at such 
place in your County as the Council of Safety may think 
proper; but, as we are not so well acquainted with your 
County as to determine where they may be most conve- 
niently posted, we shall be glad the Committee of Obser- 
vation would take the matter under consideration, and give 
us their sentiments of the place which may best answer 
the intended purpose. We are, &c. 



RICHARD BARNES TO MARYLAND COFNCrL OF SAFETY. 
Leonardtown, February 23, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Agreeable to the directions of our Com- 
mittee, I send you, by Lieutenant Neale, seven gun-locks," 
which are all we have belonging to the publick. I have 
also sent you some gold, which be kind enough to give 
him paper money for. Philip Reed, Second Lieute- 
nant in the Leonardtown company of Militia, has desired 
leave to resign his commission, as being very inconvenient 
for him to attend ; should, therefore, be glad you would 
appoint Bennet Combs, in his place, (who is Ensign in the 
company,) and James Williams, Ensign, The company 
belongs to the twenty-first battalion of Militia. If agree- 
able, send the commissions by Mr. Neale. 

We have received no powder, as yet, from Charles 
County. 

I remain, gentlemen, your humble servant, 

Richard Barnes. 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 



FREDERICK RHINELANDER TO PETER VAN SCHAACK. 

New- York, February 23, 177G. 

Dear Sir : At my return from Philadelphia, I had the 
happiness to receive your long letter. As I am to consider 
it as an answer to mine, of six and a half lines, I am the 
more obliged to you for its contenls. 

I forbear to mention the distressed state of this once 
happy city. Though General Lee has every thing to re- 
commend him as a General, yet I think he was out of luck 
when he ordered the removal of the guns from the Battery, 
as it was without the approbation or knowledge of our 
Congress ; consequently, the inhabitants were unprepared 
for so melancholy an event. The inclemency of the wea- 
ther heightened our distress. The wind, too, was so high, 
that the rivers could not be crossed, but with the utmost 
hazard. Samuel Bayard was made prisoner. The Se- 
cretary's office is removed to Nicholas Bayard's, where 
Samuel is yet under a guard. Mr. Stevens is made pri- 
soner by the New-England troops, and sent to Hartford. 
A flag was sent on board the Asia, with a proposal to ex- 
change Stevens for a Nexo-England officer, taken by the 



Asia, last summer. No answer has been sent. General 
Clinton has gone to the Southward. It is said he expects, 
to be joined by seven thousand troops from the other side 
the water. 

General Lee is taking every necessary step to fortify 
and defend this city. The men-of:war are gone out of 
our harbour; the Phenix is at the Hook; the Asia lies 
near Bedlow's Island; so that we are now in a state of 
perfect peace and security, were it not for our apprehen- 
sions of future danger. To see the vast number of houses 
shut up, one would think the city almost evacuated. Wo- 
men and children are scarcely to be seen in the streets. 
Troops are daily coming in ; they break open and quarter 
themselves in any houses they find shut up. Necessity 
knows no law. Private interest must give way to the pub- 
lick good. Mr. Jacob Walton was ordered to remove, 
and give up his house, which is now occupied by the solr 
diers. I have not moved an article out of town yet, though 
I have taken a house for my family, at a place called Pa- 
ramus. The Speaker has desired me to get a place for: 
him in the same neighbourhood. I think it will be out of 
the route of the Army. 

We are going to raise a new battalion. Colonels Lasher 
and Gouvcrneur Morris are candidates for the command. 
As both the gentlemen have great merit, it is hard to tell 
which will succeed. 

General Lee is ordered to take the command at Canada ; 
General Schuyler to command at New-York. 

Yours, SlC, ri r> 

' ' b rederick Khinelander. 



ROBERT BOYD, JUN., TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-Windsor, February 23, 1776. 

Gentlemen: Your favour of the 12th instant came safe 
to hand, and I note the contents ; but am at a loss to ascer- 
tain exactly what number of gun-barrels, &.c, 1 can fur- 
nish by the 1st of April, as therein required. I hope, at 
or near that time, to have as many completed as will pay 
up the publick money I received, and tiien propose wait- 
ing on the honourable Congress, and determine whether I 
am to proceed any further, or not ; but am inclined to think 
I shall not, on the strength of the old contract, as by that 
contract there is no fixed number to be made, only a defi- 
nite number given, if that could be completed within six 
months. At the time I contracted, my ideas relative to 
executing the business were exceedingly erroneous. I 
thought one month would be sufficient for preparation in 
order to begin the business ; but, with sundry hindrances, 
four months elapsed before that could be done. I also 
thought there would be no difficulty in procuring hands 
who understood the business, or, if there should, I could 
procure common smiths, who, in a little time, would learn ; 
but found myself egregiously disappointed in both these 
opinions. In relation to the first, 1 sent both to East and 
West, in order to procure hands, but found them all em- 
ployed on such terms as rendered it out of my power to 
remove them ; and in relation to the second, the difficulty 
arose from my being circumscribed within the narrow limits 
of a few months, and could not foresee what would take 
place at the end of that time ; therefore, could not, without 
a manifest risk, pursue that mode, as it is no trifling affair 
to teach a number of hands in a business they are wholly 
ignorant of, at a private expense, without having such a 
kind of certainty of prosecuting it as will, in the end, reim- 
burse the expense accrued in teaching them. I believe no 
reasonable man will doubt the sincerity of my intention of 
carrying on the business to a considerable extensiveness, 
when they see that I have been at one hundred and twenty 
pounds expenses in preparing for it ; and I do think there 
is not such a shop in this or any of the neighbouring Go- 
vernments, (that hath come under my view,) for conve- 
nience in carrying on the business aforesaid. But this an- 
swers very little purpose, when the superintendent thereof 
must employ his own fingers at every piece of business that 
is done in it. But, even in this case, more might have been 
done, had not much of my lime been spent in attendance 
on publick business, which it was out of my power to 
avoid. 

As I have imposed on the patience of the honourable 
House in proceeding to this length, therefore shall now 
conclude, with only observing, that if the honourable Cop- 
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gress think it proper, I will immediately wait on them, and 
then inform them more fully, concerning this affair, than is 
consistent with the length of a letter. If not, I shall re- 
main at home til) I get the before-mentioned barrels, &c, 
completed. 

I am, gentlemen, with all due esteem, your most obedi- 
ent, humble servant, D r> t 

' ' Robert Boyd, Jun. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Colony 

of Ne w- York. 

N. B. I have the number of barrels, Stc, before-men- 
tioned, in hand, fit for boring; but my works have been 
so frozen up this whole winter, that I could neither bore 
nor grind. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read March 4, 1776.] 

Albany, February 23, 1776. 

Sir: At two, yesterdaj' afternoon, an express arrived 
here, in three days, from General Wooster, and brought 
me a letter, of which the enclosed is a copy. 

I was apprehensive that we should meet with difficulties 
in supplying the Army in Canada with provisions, as I had 
been informed that much waste had been committed ; and, 
on the 29lh ultimo, I desired General Wooster to "send 
me a return of the names of the Commissaries of Provi- 
sions now in Canada, and to advise me how the Army 
was supplied with provisions." I am, in sentiment, with 
him, that it is necessary to send a quantity of provisions 
immediately ; for I am morally sure that our cause will 
suffer, if it is not done ; and, as the winter is on the point 
of leaving us, a delay may be dangerous. 1 shall, there- 
fore, venture to send four hundred barrels of pork, without 
waiting the determination of Congress, although it will cost 
us not less than three pounds a barrel to transport it to 
Montreal, and, even at that rate, it will be very difficult to 
procure sleds, as there is hardly any forage left in the 
country. No lime is, also, to be lost in forwarding the 
cannon, and what military stores are at Ticonderoga and 
Crown-Point ; th*ey will, however, be of little service, un- 
less a considerable quantity of powder is immediately sent. 
What is gone is very trifling. 

I fear J shall not be able to get shoes made in this part of 
the country sufficient, even, for the troops that are now on 
their march. I am informed there are none in Canada, 
and our troops will be greatly distressed for them unless a 
large number are sent into Canada, as soon as the Lakes 
are passable by water. 

Colonel Wynkoop, to whom I have paid the expenses 
accrued by the prisoners in Ulster County, has shown me 
a resolution of Congress for their future subsistence. Would 
it not be well if Congress was to determine how much 
money should be allowed, instead of a ration, as the priso- 
ners are quartered upon the people, who cannot find them 
with the articles allowed by Congress. 

As the Commissary-General cannot possibly furnish our 
troops with all the articles allowed them, I shall make an 
estimate of what such as he cannot procure will amount to, 
and order an equivalent in the other species : this is be- 
come necessary, as i have already had applications for milk 
money, &c. 

Yesterday, Captain Solomon, one of the chiefs of the 
Stockbridge Indians, brought me a letter from Mr. Ed- 
wards, of which the following is a copy : 

" Stockbridge, February 20, 1776. 

"Dear Sm: The bearer, Captain Solomon, with this, 
waits upon you to give information of the disposition of the 
Indians in this Town, and to take your directions con- 
cerning their going against our enemies in Canada; the 
refusing their proffered service, is an affair of delicacy, to 
which you will readily attend. 

'• I am, dear sir, your friend, and most obedient, hum- 

ble servant ' " Timothy Edwards." 

Solomon urged me to let the Stockbridge Indians go to 
Canada. I considered it as a matter too delicate for me 
to decide upon, and told him that I would lay his request 
before Congress. He hinted that they would expect pay. 

General Washington, in a letter of the 27th ultimo, 
says, " I am a little embarrassed to know in what manner 



to conduct myself with respect to the Cavghnawaga In- : , 
dians now here. They have, notwithstanding the treaty 
of neutrality, which I find they entered into with you the 
other day, (agreeable to what appears to be the sense of 
Congress,) signified to me a desire of taking up arms in 
behalf of the United Colonies. The Chief of them, and 
whom, I understand, is now the first man of the nation, in- 
tends, as it is intimated to me, to apply to me for a com- 
mission, with assurance of raising four or five hundred men 
when he returns." To which, I answered : " It is ex- 
tremely difficult to determine what should be done in what 
you mention respecting the offer made by the Caughna- 
waga Indians; but, if you can get decently rid of their 
offer, I would prefer it to employing them. The expense 
we are at in the Indian Department, is now amazing; it 
will be more so when they consider themselves as in our 
service, nor would their intervention be of much conse- 
quence, unless we could procure that of the other nations." 
1 am very confident that we should be justified in em- 
ploying the Savages, since the Ministry have made attempts 
to engage them against us, and if no other consideration 
prevented, I should be for it ; but, besides the reasons I 
have given to General Washington, 1 may add, that they 
will consider our employing them is of necessity, and they 
will look upon themselves of more consequence than they 
really are, and rise in their demands upon us. 

I have not yet received any nails, and rny carpenters 
will soon be out of work, unless I employ them in procur- 
ing timber for an additional number of batteaus.. I find 
many more of last year's are gone than I imagined. Please 
to let me have the direction of Congress if I should go be-_ 
yond one hundred, and how many. 

On board of the vessels which were taken near Montreal 
on the 19th of November, seven hundred and sixty barrels . 
of pork, and six hundred and seventy-five of flour, were 
found; a quantity sufficient, of the first article, to have^ 
served two thousand men to the 3d instant, of the other, 
to the 22d ultimo. A considerable quantity had been 
tiiken a month before at Chatnbly; a large quantity was at 
St. John's; Bedel's and Warner's detachments had pro- 
visions bought for them ; much has been bought since, the 
surrender of Montreal ; hence, a waste or embezzlement 
must have taken place. I can easily account for the loss 
by only imputing it to the inability of the Commissaries, 
and the culpable inattention of the officers. I gave orders 
last year, which, if they had been complied with, would 
have prevented this evil and extra expense in sending sup- 
plies. I have made additions to these orders and sent 
them into Canada. I have since drawn others ; copies of 
which I shall transmit as soon I can find a little time ; but 
all this will have no effect: Commissaries of reputation 
must be procured — men that may be depended upon, and 
geoteel pay allowed ; unless we have such, the next cano- 
paign will be still more expensive in this article than the 
last ; and I believe ten thousand pounds will not more 
than pay the waste and embezzlement. 

Enclose you a letter from General Arnold. That gen- 
tleman has acquainted me with the contents. Congress 
will see that he agrees with me in the necessity of sending 
a Committee into that country. 

I have employed persons to collect all the hard money 
in this quarter on my own personal security. I am in 
hopes of procuring two or three thousand pounds in that 
way ; whatever the same may be, I shall immediately 
transmit it to General Wooster, who must stand in great 
need of it, as our paper money will not, by any means, 
pass. I am informed that our soldiers offer to pay three 
dollars for necessaries to the value of two only. This is 
an alarming circumstance, and I fear will be attended with 
no less consequence than that all the men whose time will, 
expire in April, will leave Canada. 

St. Luke la Come arrived with Major Melchior, and 
some other prisoners are since come. I shall send them 
all to Ulster County, there to remain until the further orders 
of Congress. 

I am this moment informed that some nails are arrived 
from Canada, and a considerable quantity are on their way. 

The shipwrights, to construct the scows in Hudson's 
River, are not yet arrived. These vessels will be greatly 
wanted. 

Colonel Wynkoop inclines to continue in the service, „I- 
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do not know an officer more attentive to his duty, and more 
careful of the publick stores. 

None of Colonel BurreU's Regiment yet arrived. 

A Mr. Henry, of this town, has, as he informs me, 
brought cloth sufficient for five hundred tents. If Congress 
should not have otherwise provided, this might be pro- 
cured ; but here are not a sufficient number of persons to 
be got to make them up. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, and most sincerely, your 
Obedient, humble servant, p mLip ScHUYLEU . 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Sic, fkc. 

Montreal, February 19, 1776. 

Sir: The Paymaster has arrived, but has brought no 
hard cash with him. We can buy no provisions or wood 
with Continental currency, yet they must be had, and that 
before the middle of March; after that time, there will be 
no passing up and down this river for three or four weeks. 
Perhaps the expedition may fail for want of supplies. Flour 
may be purchased for nine livres per hundred weight. We 
ought to purchase a quantity of beef also. What we have 
will now soon be gone. I understand there is a quantity 
at Ticonderoga. I think it very necessary that it should 
be pushed over the Lake immediately. I need say nothing 
more than inform you that there is not one thousand left 
of the money which you sent us, and that will be gone in 
a very few days. I hope our friends will not suffer the 
enterprise to fall through for want of it. 

I am told there is a Mr. Brazier, a gunner, at Crown- 
Point, who may be, doubtless, spared from there, and will 
be much wanted at Quebeck. 

I shall be obliged to you if you will be good enough to 
inform me, whether there are any twelve or twenty-four- 
pound shot, or eight-inch shells, at Ticonderoga or Crown- 
Point ; if there are, we shall be very glad to have them sent 
us ; they will be much wanted. We have, at St. John's, 
a twenty-four-pound, and several twelve-pound cannon, 
and an eight-inch howitzer. It will not be worth while to 
take them to Qucbeck, unless we have shot and shells for 
them. 

I am, in haste, your most obedient, humble servant, 

David Woosteh. 
To Major-General Schuyler. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Albany, February 23, 1776. 

Dear Sir: General Wooster has given me a very hand- 
some character of Mr. Melchior. I should be guilty of in- 
justice to the young gentleman, if I did not mention it to 
you. He was, also, recommended to my attention by Ge- 
nerals Washington and Lee. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., Sic. 



Worcester, Massachusetts, (Friday,) March 1, 177G. 

We are told a gentleman, who came out of Boston last 
Friday, reports, that the enemy have taken away their 
mortars from Bunker's Hill, and carried them to Boston; 
that a Council of War had been held in Boston for several 
days ; that General Howe had advised the Mandamus 
Counsellors to go to England, and the Tories to leave the 
town ; that all the vessels in the harbour that were not in 
the King's service, were taken up to transport the Tories 
and their effects ; and that it was surmised in Boston, that, 
should another battle ensue, and the Regulars be defeated, 
they would set fire to the town, and remove to some other 
part of the Continent. 

It is a prevailing opinion that something extraordinary 
will turn up in the course of a few days. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Saturday, January 20, 1776. 

The General Court of this Colony having appointed a 
new Committee of Safety, consisting of the following per- 
sons, viz : Meshech Weare, Nathaniel Folsom, Ebenezer 
Thompson, Philips White, Josiah Moulton, and Pierce 
Long, Esq., they proceeded to business, 



Appointed the Honourable Meshech Weare, Chairman. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Israel Morcy and 
John Bellows, Esquires, three thousand two hundred and 
eighty-seven Pounds twelve Shillings, being for two months 
wages of the Regiment now raising for Canada. 

Ordered the Treasurer to pay Morey and Bellows afore- 
said, six hundred and thirty Pounds, for procuring Provi- 
sions, Billeting, &c, for which they are to account. 

Sunday, January 31, 1776. 

Delivered Colonel Waite, four Warrants for Captains to 
inlist men, and Orders as Lieutenant-Colonel. Copies filed. 

Delivered Colonels Morey and Bellows, Orders for pro- 
curing Necessaries for Colonel Bedel's Regiment. Copy 
filed. 

Monday, January 29, 1776. 

Met — not Members enough present to proceed to busi- 
ness. 

Tuesday, January 30, 1776. 

Took into consideration a Letter received from the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Portsmouth, requesting leave for 
Captain Sylvester to load Boards for Rhode-Island, and 
determined the request could not be granted. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Samuel Atkinson, 
one Pound eleven Shillings, for his time and expenses going 
after Colonel Bedel. 

Petitions being preferred by Captain George Turner, 
and Lieutenant Thomas Pickering, complaining of each 
other : 

Determined that Major George Gains be desired to 
receive from Captain George P turner, the Field-Pieces, 
together with the Stores belonging to them, anddeposile the 
same in some safe place till further orders. 

Ordered the Quartermaster to deliver Colonel Morey 
seven hundred and twenty Gun Flints, for the use of Col- 
onel Bedel's Regiment. 

Gave directions to Colonel Morey to request Jonathan 
Blanchard, Esq., to muster and pay Captain Archilaus 
Town's Company their advance money. 

Wednesday, January 31, 1776. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Colonel Thorn- 
ton and Captain Moulton the balance of their Account, 
for going as a Committee to wait on General Washington, 
four Pounds three Shillings and one Penny. 

By desire of General Sullivan, gave an Order on the 
Receiver-General, to pay Major Peter Coffin, for advance 
to pay a Regiment raising under Colonel John Waldron, 
for which said Sullivan is to account, one thousand three 
hundred and ninety-eight Pounds eight Shillings. 

Wrote to Jonathan Blanchard and John Bellows, Esqs., 
by express, to forward the inlisting Colonel Bedel's Regi- 
ment. 

Ordered Colonels Morey and Bellows to pay each Sol- 
dier whom they should muster, being an able-bodied effec- 
tive man, well accoutred, forty Shillings, lawful money, as 
a bounty and two months' pay to each Commissioned Offi- 
cer; also, one month's pay to each non-Commissioned 
Officer, and a Soldier, at the rates established by the Con- 
tinental Congress, and assist in providing for, and forward- 
ing the Regiment with all speed; and make return of your 
doings with all speed to the General Court of this Colony, 
or Committee of Safety. You are likewise to observe that 
the Soldiers that receive the Colony Guns, are to be in- 
formed that they are to allow one dollar for the use of the 
same ; and should they not return them at the end of the 
campaign, they are to allow therefor forty-five Shillings, 
lawful money, each ; and the Officers are to take care that 
the above stoppages are made upon making up the Pay- 
Rolls. Those Guns manufactured in New-Hampshire to 
be sixty Shillings. 

Wrote to Thomas Sparhawk, one of the late Commit 
tee of Supplies, to come and close his Account. 

Gave Major Welch an order on the Receiver-General 
for one Pound, for going express to Merrimack. 
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Thursday, February 1, 1776. 
Ordered Captain Titus Salter to deliver the Field-Pieces 
and Stores, lately took from Captain Turner, to him again, 
without delay. 

Wrote to a number of Towns who have been deficient 
in sending in the number of Inhabitants, to do it without 
delay. 

Ordered the Treasurer to pay George Gains the balance 
of his Account exhibited this day, amounting to sixty-nine 
Pounds five Shillings one and three-fourths of a Penny; 
his whole Account, not exhibited, because many bills out. 

Ordered the Treasurer to pay Major Gains, to be by liiin 
accounted for, as Quartermaster, one hundred Pounds. 

Ordered the Treasurer to pay Colonel Morcy one thou- 
sand Pounds, to buy Snow Shoes, Blankets, Hatchets, and 
Rum, for the Canada Regiment. 

Friday, February 2, 1776. 

Spent in writing a number of Letters, and waiting for 
Colonel Bedel. 

Saturday, February 3, 1776. 

Filled up Continental Commissions for Colonel Bedel's 
Regiment. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Theophilus Gil- 
man, for Axes and Hatchets, seventeen Pounds five Shil- 
lings. 

Ordered ditto, to pay Messrs. Thurstin &f Jones, for 
ditto, seven Pounds seven Shillings and six Pence. 

Ordered ditto, to pay Messrs. Rundlel If Son, for ditto, 
twenty-eight Pounds seven Shillings and four and-a-half 
Pence. 

Ordered ditto, to pay Richard Champney, for his expenses 
after Tin Kettles, one Pound two Shillings and ten Pence. 

Gave orders to Colonel Morcy to be Paymaster to Col- 
onel Bedel's Company, Lieutenant Thornton's, and Ensign 
Wheeler's; and ordered the Treasurer to pay him one hun- 
dred and forty Pounds; likewise to pay Colonel Morcy the 
balance of his Account, sixty-three Pounds seven Shillings 
and three Pence. 

Gave orders to Major Gains to muster Salter's and 
Daniels's Company. 

Adjourned to Tuesday, ten o'clock. 

Tuesday, February 6, 1776. 
Not Members enough present to proceed on business. 

Wednesday, February 7, 1776. 

Ordered the Treasurer to pay the Roll of Captain Peter 
Coffin, amounting to ninety-four Pounds twelve Shillings 
and five Pence, stopping from Captain Coffin, thirteen 
Pounds two Shillings. 



Thursday, February 8, 1776. 
Ordered the Treasurer to pay Captain William Cooper, 
his Pay-Roll, six Pounds seventeen Shillings and six 
Pence. 

Friday, February 9, 1776. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Captain Henry 
Elkins, his Pay-Roll, one hundred and seventeen Pounds 
seven Shillings and four Pence. 

Gave liberty to Captain William Furnald to proceed to 
Philadelphia, Virginia, Maryland, or North- Carolina, he 
giving a bond to the Committee of Safety of the Town of 
Portsmouth, with sureties, in a sufficient sum, that he will 
by no means break or intrude on any Resolve, or declara- 
tion of the Continental Congress. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Colonel Ebenezer 
Folsom, the amount of expenses of the Indians who came 
here from Head-Quarters, three Pounds two Shillings and 
five Pence. 

Saturday, February 10, 1776. 

Ordered the Treasurer to pay Mr. Nicholas Nichols, 
twenty-four Shillings, towards his expenses in transporting 
the Indians. 



Ordered the Treasurer to pay Secretary, MalthewThorn- 
ton, his wages, and price of rations as made up in the Roll, 
amounting to eighteen Pounds nineteen Shillings and two 
Pence. 

To the following persons, soldiers in Osgood's Company, 
the sums set against their names, being in full of their wages, 
exclusive of Coat money: Andrew Healy, three Pounds 
fifteen Shillings and three Pence; Solomon Todd, four 
Pounds nine Shillings and eight Pence ; John Wallace, 
four Pounds nineteen Shillings and one Penny; Stephen 
Bethel, six Pounds eleven Shillings and nine Pence; John 
Ryant, nine Pound six Shillings and two Pence ; Duncan 
McGregor, eight Pounds seventeen Shillings and two 
Pence; Joseph Hatch, seven Pounds thirteen Shillings 
and one Penny. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Joseph Ayers, to 
be by him accounted for out of his expense, in transporting 
the Indians, six Pounds. 

Ordered the Treasurer to pay Abncr Chamherlin the 
sum of sixteen Pounds eleven Shillings and four Pence, for 
going express to Canada to carry money to Colonel Bedel. 

Ordered the Treasurer to pay Captain James Osgood 
his own wages, price of rations and stoppages, out of the 
soldiers' wages, accounted to his Pay-Roll ; also the wages, 
fee, due to Ezekiel Walker, George Kentjield, Supply 
Walker, Ebenezer Green, Nathaniel Eastman, Benjamin 
Heath, Leonard Herryman, Jonathan Johnson, Barnes 
Hazelton, Ezekiel Stickney, John Moore, Joseph Colby, 
Zcphaniah Petty, Daniel Chandler, Jonathan Dresser, 
Abiel Messer, Daniel Emerson Cross, Thomas Spring, 
Archibald Sterling. 

Ordered the Receiver to pay Mr. Theodore Carlton ten 
Pounds three Shillings, for the expenses of Indians, &c, 
while at his house. 

Ordered the Receiver-General, Mr. Ebenezer Green, to 
pay the following sums, being stoppages, viz: 

To Captain Parker, fifty-two Pounds seven Shillings 
and six Pence. 

To Colonel Bedel's Company, Lieutenant Abner Palmer, 
seventy-seven Pounds nineteen Shillings and seven Pence. 

To Colonel Bedel's Staff-Roll, nineteen Pounds four- 
teen Shillings and one Penny. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Mr. John Noble 
six Shillings, for bringing a Letter from Head-Quarters 
from General Washington. 

Ordered the Treasurer to pay Captain John Parker his 
wages, price of rations, and stoppages, amounting to one 
hundred and fifty-nine Pounds thirteen Shillings and ten 
Pence. 

Also, Lieutenant Asa Patlec's wages, sixteen Pounds 
ten Shillings and seven Pence ; John Pattee, ten Pounds 
nine Shillings and five Pence : Joseph Harwcl, eleven 
Pounds three Shillings and ten Pence ; Alexander Packer, 
eight Pounds seventeen Shillings and ten Pence; William 
Dttriah, ten Pounds eleven Shillings and four Pence ; iSfli- 
muel Packer, ten Pounds six Shillings and six Pence; 
James Thompson, ten Pounds one Shilling and six Pence; 
Stephen Lowell, eight Pounds eight Shillings and three 
Pence ; Samuel Gault, six Pounds fifteen Shillings and 
eight Pence; Asa Pattee, Jun., two Pounds two Shillings 
and nine Pence; Samuel Smith, four Pounds nine Shillings 
and nine Pence ; John Loring, six Pounds nineteen Shil- 
lings and eleven Pence. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Colonel Timothy 
Bedel, seven hundred and eighty-five Pounds, lawful mo- 
ney, to be by him delivered to Israel Morey, Esq., to pay 
off the Troops at Cohasset. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Tread Tracy 
thirty-six Dollars, for bringing twelve thousand five hundred 
Dollars from Philadelphia, and delivering the same to said 
Receiver-General. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Colonel Timothy 
Bedel forty-eight Pounds nineteen Shillings and two Pence, 
lawful money, for supplying the sick of four Companies. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Colony Timothy 
Bedel fifty Pounds, lawful money, in Gold and Silver, to 
be by him accounted for. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Captain James 
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Osgood thirteen Pounds seven Shillings and six Pence, for 
expenses attending the sick of his Company. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Pierce Long one 
hundred Pounds, to be by him accounted for as Barrack- 
master. 

Sunday, February 11, 1776. 

Spent in fitting off despatches for Colonel Morey, Colo- 
nel Bedel, and the Canada Officers. 

Tuesday, February 13, 1776. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Doctor Josiah Gil- 
man his account for doctoring the Indians, one Pound six 
Shillings and nine Pence. 

Wednesday, February 14, 1776. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Samuel Brooks, 
Jun., for his time, expenses and horse-hire, to Hampton 
and to Portsmouth, express, for a carriage and man, to carry 
the Indians to Suncook, it being very stormy, fourteen Shil- 
lings. 

Thursday, February 15, 1776. 
Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Captain Titus 
Salter's Roll to each man, respectively, he having account- 
ed for three hundred and sixty-two Pounds eighteen Shil- 
lings and eleven Pence, per his Receipt to the Treasurer. 
Likewise, ordered him to pay his short Roll, of thirty -nine 
Pounds sixteen Shillings and nine Pence. 

Friday, February 16, 1776. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Samuel Vutts, as 
Commissary, three hundred and twenty Pounds, to be by 
him accounted for. 

Saturday, February 17, 1776. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Nicholas Nichols 
thirty-five Shillings, for Trucking while at Portsmouth. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Mr. Benjamin 
Partridge fourteen Pounds one Shilling and four and-a-half 
Pence, for placing Fire-Rafts, Sic. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay the Roll of Cap- 
tain David Copp, for his Company at Portsmouth ; at the 
same time to deduct out of Captain Copp's Roll three 
Pounds he received in advance, and forty Shillings paid 
Lieutenant Gilman. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Captain Eliphalet 
Daniel's Roll to each man, up to the 31st December, he 
having accounted for two hundred and thirty-four Pounds 
eighteen Shillings and ten Pence, received, as per his Roll, 
at the Treasury. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay to Mr. Richard 
Champney for his time, horse-hire, and expenses, going to 
Milton after Paper to print Money on, three Pounds ten 
Shillings and six Pence. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay off the Roll of 
Captain Joseph Parsons, for his Company at Portsmouth. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay the Roll of Cap- 
Jain Eliphalet Daniels up to the 17lh February, inclusive. 

Thursday, February 22, 1776. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay the Roll of Cap- 
tain Jacob Webster; also, to pay Captain Webster two 
Pounds one Shilling and one Penny, for stoppages. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Captain Titus 
Salter's Roll, made up to the 16th February, inclusive. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Deacon John Hill 
seventy-one Pounds nineteen Shillings and six Pence, being 
the cost, after making the necessary deductions of two pair 
of Fire-Rafts, made at Berwick, and for delivering the 
same at Portsmouth. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Captain Moses 
Baker one hundred and twenty Pounds and six Pence, 
being the balance due on his Roll. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Lieutenant Deer- 
ing's Roll, made up from the 11th to the 15th November, 
being four days only. 



Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Captain George 
Turner's Roll, made from 15th November, 1775, to 15th 
January, 1776. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Captain George 
Turner his Roll, made from the 15th to the 30th January, 
at which time they were discharged. 

Major George Gains made a return of the Soldiers mus- 
tered in Captain Salter's Company. 

Do. of those in Captain Daniels's Company. 

Friday, February 23, 1776. 

Received a Letter from Captain John Langdon request- 
ing some Powder for his Carpenters. In answer to which, 
we advised him that the Quartermaster should be ordered 
to deliver them half a hundred weight each out of the pub- 
lick stock, at the time of danger, to be by them accounted 
for. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Major Gains forty- 
one Pounds seventeen Shillings and four and-a-half Pence, 
balance due per Account. 

Ordered Major Gains to apply to Major Hackett, Mr. 
John Marshall, and Captain John Hill, to appraise the 
damages the Gondolas and Boats have sustained in the ser- 
vice of the Colony. 

At the request of the proprietors of the Schooner pri- 
vateer, called the Enterprise, we have appointed Thomas 
Palmer Commander, in the room of Captain Daniel Jack- 
son, who has resigned. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Colonel Jacob 
Gale fourteen Pounds one Shilling and six Pence, bein<r 
the amount of his Account for Shot, Hoes, &c. 

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Major Gains, to 
be accounted for, three hundred and seventy-five Pounds. 

Saturday, February 24, 1776. 
Captain Benjamin Boardman returned to the Receiver 
two Fire-Arms ; likewise, four Pounds sixteen Shillings, 
cash, in lieu of two others not returned. 



EXTRACT or A LETTER FROM A MEMBER OF THE PROVIN- 
CIAL CONGRESS OF NORTH-CAROLINA TO COLONEL HOWE, 
DATED HALIFAX, FEBRUARY 24, 1776. 

A gentleman, of the name of Smith, has just now lodged 
seven of the leaders of the Regulators in Halifax jliil, 
among whom are four of the Fields. The names of the 
others 1 do not know, but neither Hunter nor Piles are 
amongst them. He informs me that the insurrection is 
entirely suppressed with respect to the Regulators, and 
says he thinks the Highlanders are dispersed before now. 
I do' not give implicit credit to this last-mentioned conjec- 
ture, because we have later accounts than Mr. Smith's, 
(who was only as low down, 1 believe, as Chatham Court- 
House,) which contradict it. However, it is clear to me 
that there will not be a gun fired upon this occasion ; for 
the number of our troops (not less, perhaps, than five thou- 
sand) will, undoubtedly, awe the Highlanders into submis- 
sion, if they are not already dispersed. Governour Mar- 
tin, it seems, had kept up a correspondence with the dis- 
affected in the western part of this Province, and formed a 
plan of insurrection, issued Colonels' commissions to many 
Counties for this purpose, and ordered that such men as 
should take arms should repair to the Royal standard, at 
Brunswick, by the 15th of this month, promising that they 
should be then and there supported by five thousand Re- 
gulars, 

Your mind being relieved from all anxiety for us, you 
will be at full liberty to exert all your powers for the good 
of Virginia; and I flatter myself that your conduct'will 
bring credit to your County, and honour to yourself. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETYTO DELEGATES IN CONGRESS. 

[No. 24.] Annapolis, February 24, 1776. 

Gentlemen: We some time since informed you that 
we had appointed a number of persons, in each County of 
the Province, to collect all the gold and silver coin that 
can be got within this week, or ten days. We have had 
applications from several of those who were appointed to 
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furnish them with cash to exchange, without which, they supported by Mr. Ford, and we are endeavouring to in- 

tell us, many people will not part with the gold and silver, struct them as fast as possible we can. I am sorry to re- 

We would willingly supply Provincial money, but the state quest that you will interfere in the business, and order Mr. 

of our Treasury prevents us. The demands are very con- Stewart down, with the thirty men that he has inlisted. 
siderable for raising clothing, and paying the troops, and Information was lodged this day with the Committee, 

furnishing rations, to say nothing of other disbursements, that two men, well dressed, were passing through this 

If you do not send us down the plates and paper soon, the County, who, from their appearance and behaviour, the 

Treasury will be totally exhausted ; therefore, we take the Committee had reason to suspect. They, therefore, re- 



liberty again to remind you of forwarding them to us. 

With regard to gold and silver, we think something 
handsome might be collected, but cannot say how much. 
Should the Congress approve of sending down Continental 
money, we will engage to return gold and silver for what- 
ever they send, not exceeding eight thousand pounds, or 
to return the money again. Without this, we apprehend 
gold and silver cannot be procured, in any considerable 
quantity, until the new emission of our money, when we 
can supply the collectors with cash. We lay the affair 
truly before you, and must leave it to yourselves to move 
the Congress, or not, as you may think best. We wish to 
hear from you on every important occasion, and are much 
obliged to Mr. Alexander for the intelligence he hath been 
so kind as to communicate to us, from time to time. 

Our troops are drawing together very fast. We should 
be glad to have the arms intended for this Province as soon 
as possible, that we may distribute them. The manufac- 
ture of guns goes on but slowly amongst us, from the best 



quested me to send after them, which I immediately did; 
but the two men that I sent were delayed a considerable 
time, from the difficulty of procuring horses. I would beg 
you to consider whether, as it will be frequently necessary 
to advise you of what may be passing here, and the num- 
berless occasions we must have, it would not be proper to 
allow a horse for the use of the company. If you think 
it proper, be, pleased to acquaint me by Mr. Neah, who 
will deliver you this. I have, also, to request that you will 
send me about one hundred pounds, the money that I last 
received being all expended in board, blankets, clothes, 
and neither of the two last yet fully got. Mr. Neale also 
brings up seven gun-locks, sent by the Committee, and 
six purchased here by me, the account of which Mr. Neah 
will deliver. We have, as yet, received no powder from 
Charles County, and, from what I hear, there is no reason 
to expect any. I am much afraid we shall be pushed for 
a drummer and fifer. I have been informed by Mr. Da- 
vidson, the Second Lieutenant, that there is a servant in 



information we can get. Pray purchase, for the use of Baltimore, who has two years to serve, who is a good fifer, 

this Province, fifty reams of cartridge-paper, and send it to " 

us by the first opportunity. We will remit the money as 
soon as we are furnished with the cost of it. 
We are, Stc. 

To the Deputies of Maryland in Congress. 



MARYLAXD COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL DASHIELL. 

[No. 25.] Annapolis, February 34, 1776. 

Sir : We received yours of the 10th instant, enclosing a 
list of officers for Captain Wales's Company, who, you 
say, have resigned. This may be the case, but the Coun- 
cil of Safety think it not regular to issue new commissions, 
until the old ones are transmitted to us, and, therefore, 
have not sent them. We have before us, also, a petition 
from the Eden-School Company, for a change of officers. 
Their Captain, Andrew Adams, they allege, had a com- 
mission made out by the Convention surreptitiously and 
fraudulently. This, we think, ought most properly to be 
referred to the Convention themselves, which will meet 
again in April, and all parties will then have an opportu- 
nity of being heard. We cannot think of displacing offi- 
cers appointed by the Convention, without a full hearing, 
and we recommend an application to them, as most proper, 
under all circumstances ; and are, your most, &c. 
To Colonel George Dashiell. 



which he will sell for fifteen pounds, or thereabout ; as his 
wages in one year would pay that sum, and find his clothes, 
I should be much obliged to you to allow me to purchase 
him. Of the several matters be pleased to inform me by 
Mr. Neale. 

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, - 

J. A. Thomas. 
To the Council of Safety of Maryland, 



NEW-JERSEY PROVINCIAL CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CON- 
GRESS. 

[Road February 26, 1776.— Referred to Mr. MoKean, Mr. J. Adams, 
and Mr. L. Morris] 

In Provincial Congress, New-Jersey, Brunswick, ) 
February 24, 1776. \ 

Gentlemen : This Congress having taken into their se- 
rious consideration the necessity of defending such parts of 
this Colony as are more immediately exposed to an inva- 
sion of the enemy, are of opinion, that the city of Perth- 
Arnboy, in East-Jersey, from its open channel and safe har- 
bour, and from its local situation, is a place deserving the 
utmost attention at this time. As the city of New- York 
has, at present, a large body of troops, and fortifications are 
now erecting for its defence, it is more than probable that 
the enemy, sensible of these preparations, will attempt a 
lodgment at Perth- Amboy, from whence incursions might 
easily be made into the heart of the country, before a suffi- 
cient force can be collected to oppose them. 

That part of West-Jersey, which is situate on the River 
Delaware, below Philadelphia, appears also to merit great 
attention at this time. Opposite to Reedy-Island, at a 
place called Elscnborough, in the County of Salem, a land- 
ing might easily be effected. This is within forty miles of 
Philadelphia, in a country abounding with provisions ; and 
from whence an army might easily make its way to Cooper's 
Ferry, in a very short space of time. 

This Congress would be happy if they had it in their 
power to take into pay a sufficient body of troops for the 
defence of both these important posts; but as this will be 
an expense too great for this Colony to support on its own 
bottom, and as the being guarded at all points is a matter 
of the utmost importance to the common cause, more espe- 
cially to the cities of Philadelphia and New- York, this 
Congress beg leave to submit to the consideration of your 
honourable House the urgent necessity of making some im- 
mediate preparation to prevent any attempts of the enemy 
to land an army in those parts of this Province, which ap- 
pear to be so situated as greatly to facilitate the success of 
my company, to be at Leonardtown, with the party of such an attempt. One or two battalions, with two Artil- 
thirty men, which he returned to me, on Tuesday last, lery companies, may be sufficient for this important service • 
but have heard not a word, either of him or the men, and we humbly submit to your consideration the necessity 
since that time. The men inlisted by me are now here, and propriety of such a step being immediately adopted. 
Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 94 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO QUEEN-ANNE's COUNTY 
COMMITTEE. 

[No. 26.] Annapolis, February 24, 1776. 

Gentlemen: We have received your letter, respecting 
the Minute Company under the command of Captain Kent, 
and are much obliged to you for communicating to us the 
contents of this letter. 

We conceived, some time ago, that it might be advisable 
to write to Captain Kent on the principal subjects he has 
mentioned in his letter, and have accordingly wrote, and 
are in great hopes he will thereby receive every satisfac- 
tion we have it in our power to afford. 

To the Committee of Observation, Queen-Anne's County. 



J. A. THOMAS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Leonardtown, February 24, 1776. 

Gentlemen : At the time I waited on you at Annapo- 
lis, I gave orders to Mr. Stewart, the First Lieutenant of 
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We wish not to send this Continent to this expense for 
the sole defence of the inhabitants of this Colony ; but the 
• interest of this Colony in particular being so connected with 
that of the United Colonies in general, as to render an in- 
vasion in New- Jersey a matter of the utmost importance to 
all, we humbly conceive that the necessity of the occasion 
will induce the wisdom of your honourable House to take 
into Continental pay two battalions and two companies of 
Artillery, or such a body of forces as may be thought suffi- 
cient to answer this desirable purpose. 

The express, by which this is forwarded, will wait your 
commands; and I am to request the favour of an answer as 
soon as possible. I am, likewise, to request that commis- 
sions may be sent for the officers of the Third Battalion ; 
some of the companies are already full, and others in a fair 
way. 

1 am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant, 
Signed by order of Congress: 

Samuel Tucker, President. 

To the Honourable Continental Congress. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress o/" New- York, 

now convened. 
The Memorial of your Memorialist, humbly sheweik : 

That your memorialist has had the honour of serving as 
First Lieutenant in Captain John Lamb's company of Ar- 
tillery, in the late expedition against Canada; that he has 
been at great expense in preparing himself for that service ; 
that he has put himself out of all other business for that 
purpose, and that he has endured a very tedious and fatigu- 
ing campaign in the defence of his country. Your memo- 
rialist continuing zealously desirous of serving his country, 
in her present struggle for liberty, humbly requests that 
your honourable House will appoint him to the care of a 
company of Artillery ; and your memorialist, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray. Joseph Crane. 

New- York, February 24, 1776. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO WILLIAM WATSON. 

Cambridge, February 24, 1776. 

Sir : Your favour to his Excellency of the 22d, came 
to hand. Enclosed is a pass for Captain James Hall and 
Jonathan Grindle, to pass to Virginia, if they choose to 
go before trial, recommending to his care the articles that 
will be necessary for the men-of-war, and every thing else 
that is on board the prize. Ordered the Harrison out of 
commission, and that particular care be taken of every 
article belonging to the Continent on board. 

The owner received one hundred and fifty-six dollars, to 
be taken notice of when you settle with him. The crew 
are permitted to remain on board, if not attended with risk, 
provided they cannot get employ, before the trial is de- 
cided. 

I am, sir, yours, &c, Robert h HAKRIS0!f- 

To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL WATERS. 
[No. 27.] Annapolis, February 25, 1776. 

Sir: Enclosed we send you the commissions for two 
companies of Militia, agreeable to the enrolments sent us. 
We have not sent any commission for Captain McClester 
or his officers, because there are no more than fifty persons 
enrolled, non-commissioned officers and privates included, 
which is not sufficient, without the enrolment be made by 
the special permission of the Committee of Observation. 
You will send us that permission, and the commission shall 
be transmitted you. We are, &c. 

To Colonel Peter Waters. 



MARYLAND DELEGATES TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, February 25, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Mr. Alexander Ross, a gentleman of our 

acquaintance, has applied to us to procure for him, from 

Congress, a passport to Lord Dunmore, upon whom, he says, 

he has a very considerable claim, which he hopes he should 



be able to secure, could he have an opportunity of making 
a personal demand. 

From the multiplicity of business now before the Con- 
gress, an application of this kind would be attended with 
great delay, and, as a license from your honourable Board 
will be, at least, as effectual, we take the liberty of recom- 
mending him to your indulgence, being well persuaded he 
will religiously observe any injunction you may think pro- 
per to lay him under. 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants, 

J. Rogers, 
Robert Alexander. 
To the Council of Safety of Maryland. 

LORD STIRLING TO WILLIAM LIVINGSTON. 
[Referred to Mr. Chase and others.] 

New- York, February 25, 1776. 

Dear Sir: The enclosed affidavits were this day deli- 
vered to me by Mr. Michael Kearney, who was proprietor 
of the boat York, of Amboy, which was impressed into the 
Continental service, and made use of in taking the ship 
Blue-Mountain- Valley, and which boat, it seems, is seized 
and detained by Captain Parker as a prize, on the pre- 
tence of her having been employed on that service. 1 have 
encouraged Mr. Kearney to hope that the Congress will not 
suffer his private property to be injured on this occasion, 
and that his loss will be made up to him out of the pro- 
ceeds of the ship and cargo. I must beg the favour of you 
to lay his case before Congress, and to obtain their final an- 
swer on this matter as soon as possible* as his attendance at 
Philadelphia will tend to increase his damage. 

I am your most humble servant, Stirling 

To William Livingston, Esq. 

City of New- York, ss. 

David Collins, late master of the Amboy passage-boat 
called the York, and JSathan Culver, one of the hands 
belonging to the said boat, being duly sworn on the Holy 
Evangelists of Almighty God, depose and say: That they 
sailed from Amboy, aforesaid, with the said boat, on Mon- 
day last past, about eleven of the clock, in the forenoon, 
having on board nothing but passengers bound to this city; 
that about four of the clock, in the afternoon of the same 
day, as they were nearly entering the Narrows, a gun was 
fired at them from His Majesty's ship, the Phenix, then at 
anchor under Long-Island shore, a little below Demesse's 
Reef; that the deponents still kept on, in hopes of getting 
clear of the said ship, but, being pursued by one of the 
barges, which also kept firing at them, and the wind being 
very light, they found it impossible to escape ; that they 
then were as near Staten-Island shore as it was possible 
for them to go, and the wind directly on shore, and the barge 
gaining upon them at a great rate ; and being under the 
command of the Phenix's guns, they were obliged to bring 
to, and the barge's crew coming on board, carried the said 
passage-boat alongside of the Phenix, and still have her 
in possession ; that these deponents did every thing in 
their power to prevent the said boat from being taken, and 
should have been happy in escaping, and were not, direct- 
ly, nor indirectly, concerned in any steps that occasioned 
the said boat being taken. And further saith not. 

David Collins, 
Nathan Culver. 

Sworn this 24th day of February, 1776, before me, 

P. Matthews. 

And the said David Collins further saith : That on being 
carried on board the said sliip-of-war, the Phenix, Captain 
Parker, who commands the said ship, told the deponent 
that the only cause of his taking the said passage-boat was 
because she had been employed in taking the store-ship 
that was lately carried to Elizabethtoum- Point. 

David Collins. 

Sworn this 24th day of February, 1776, before me, 

P. Matthews. 
Philadelphia, ss. 

On the 9th day of March, Anno Domini 1776, before 
George Bryan, one of the Justices of the Peace in and for 
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the City and County of Philadelphia, cometh Michael 
Kearney, of the city of Perth- Amboy, in New- Jersey, and 
on his solemn oath on the Holy Gospels deposeth and 
saith : That the passage-boat, or sloop, in the preceding 
affidavits called the York, was the property of this depo- 
nent at the time of the seizure thereof in said affidavits set 
forth, and that the said passage-boat was of the value of 
three hundred pounds, current money of New- York. And 
further this deponent saith not. 

Michael Kearney, Jun. 

Taken and sworn the day and year afore-written, before, 

George Bryan. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Montreal, February 25, 1776. 

Sir : Your favour of the 27th ultimo I have received, 
and nothing but want of time, when proper opportunities 
presented, has prevented my answering it sooner. 

I am fully sensible of the importance of reducing Que- 
beck, and keeping possession of this Province, for the ac- 
complishing of which you may depend upon my utmost 
exertions. I am, also, with you, fully of opinion that the 
Ministry will send a powerful armament here in the spring, 
for which reason I think it of almost infinite importance 
that we have a large army here, properly provided, early, 
to oppose them upon their first arrival ; indeed, it appears 
to me that our every thing in this Province depends upon 
it. If we have the greatest force, we have the Canadians 
our friends ; on the other hand, should our enemies arrive 
with a superior force to ours, I fear the consequences may 
be fatal. 

I cannot learn from General Schuyler that we are like to 
have any cannon, mortars, shot, or shells, from across the 
Lake, and, as we have not here proper cannon, &,c, for 
cannonading of Qucbeck, I rather imagine we shall be 
obliged to try once more by assault, which, notwithstand- 
ing the late unhappy repulse, 1 think must be successful, 
when attempted by three or four thousand good men. 
However, every other method will be first tried. 

Troops are now daily coming in, and I hope, in a few 
days, to be able to leave this place and join General Ar- 
nold, who has, to his great honour, kept up the blockade 
with such a handful of men, that the story, when told here- 
after, will be scarcely credited. He is now so reinforced 
as to be out of danger from a sortie. 

Be pleased to accept of my best wishes for your success 
and happiness, and believe me, with the greatest respect, 
your most obedient, and very humble servant, 

David Wooster. 
To General Washington. 



Relying on your friendship, and that every thing in your 
power will be done to serve me, I shall only add, that 1 am; 
dear sir, with great regard, your affectionate, humble ser- 

vant ' George Washington. 

To General Schuyler. 

KING-WILLIAM COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee held for King- William County, the 
22d day of February, 1776. 

Captain Benjamin Temple having informed the Com- 
mittee that a report has been propagated much to his pre- 
judice, respecting his conduct as to the raising of men in 
this County for the Minute service: 

Ordered, At the instance of said Temple, that it is the 
unanimous opinion of this Committee that he hath used 
every effort and endeavour in his power, as far as they 
know or believe, towards the promotion of said service, and 
are fully convinced that every such report is without a just 
foundation. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolution be trans- 
mitted to the Publick Printer of this Colony, who is re- 
quested to put the same in the Virginia Gazette. 

John Watkins, Clerk. 

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN HINDMAN. 

[No. 28.] Annapolis, February 26, 1776. 

Sir : We have received yours of the 25th instant, sig- 
nifying Mr. Edmondson's refusing to accept of his commis- 
sion. 

The Council do not incline to make any changes among 
the officers commissioned by the Convention, but wish to 
have a recommendation from you of a proper person to fill 
the place of Mr. Edmondson. We have agreed with some 
of the officers to allow twenty shillings for each pair of lea- 
ther breeches furnished the troops, and the remainder of 
the price to be deducted out of the men's wages. 

The Council apprehend the Captains of the Indepen- 
dent Companies are to provide clothing for their men, and 
have agreed to allow Captain J. A. Thomas a sum not ex-, 
ceeding three pounds five shillings each suit, and hope you 
will be able to clothe your men at that price. We think 
the price of the hats ought not to exceed five shillings and 
six pence each hat, but cheaper, if to be got. As to blan- 
kets, they will be provided as soon as possible. If you can 
purchase osnaburghs for making hunting-shirts at two shil-. 
lings per yard, we recommend it to you to get so much as 
will be sufficient for your company, and have them made 
up as soon as you can. We are, &c. 

To Captain James Hindman. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge, February 25, 1776. 

Dear Sir: Notwithstanding I have adopted every mea- 
sure which my judgment directed for procuring arms in 
these Governments, for the Army under my command, as 
well by application to the several Assemblies and Conven- 
tions, as by sending officers to the several towns to pur- 
chase, I am under the disagreeable and melancholy neces- 
sity of informing you that there is, at this important crisis, 
a very great deficiency, and that there is now a consider- 
able number of men at these encampments without any in 
their hands, nor do I know that there is any prospect or 
probability of providing them. Can you, my dear sir, as- 
sist me with any from your parts? If you can procure or 
purchase any in the towns, fit for use, I beg that you will 
do it, and have them forwarded with all possible expedi- 
tion to me ; I will pay for them immediately on delivery, 
and the charges of bringing them. I am told that a Major 
Duncan, at Schenectady, has about three hundred King's 
arms; these, or such of them as are good and serviceable, 
will be of great use, and I doubt not may be readily pro- 
cured. If they can, I request that they may, and be for- 
warded, with any others that you may get, with the price. 
I would not be thus pressing and thus importunate, were 
it not for my situation, which is truly alarming and dis- 
tressing : to be within musket-shot of a formidable army, 
well provided with every necessary, without having the 
means, on my part, of maintaining even a defensive war. 



DORCHESTER COUNTY COMMITTEE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL 
OF SAFETY. 
Dorchester County, Cambridge, February 26, 1776. 

Gentlemen : We this day received your letter of the 
21st instant, and the Committee being sitting, agreeable to 
your request took the matter mentioned therein into consi- 
deration, and are of opinion that the town of Cambridge is 
the most convenient and proper place for the Independent 
Company of this County to be stationed in. It is the most 
central place in the County, and the company may, with 
great ease and conveniency, march from thence to any part 
of the County that may happen to be attacked, which they 
could not so readily do should they be posted any where 
else ; and we also think it would be very difficult to ac- 
commodate them in any other place than in this neighbour- 
hood. These, among others, are the reasons why we 
prefer Cambridge to any other part of the country. 

We are, very respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedi- 
ent, humble servants. Signed per order: 

James Murray, Chairman. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 

CHARLES COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation for 
Charles County, on Monday, the 26th February, 1776: 
Brigadier-General JoAn Dent, Chairman, and John Gwinn,, 
Clerk. 
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The following gentlemen are recommended as Officers, 
to be commissioned to fill up the vacancies of the hue 
Company of Colonel William Harrison, to wit: William 
Winter, Jun., Captain ; George Dent, Jun., First Lieute- 
nant ; John S. Chilton, Second Lieutenant ; and William 
Barker, Ensign ; and, in consequence of a letter of resigna- 
tion received from John S. Chilton, the Committee thought 
proper to recommend Burdit Hamilton in his stead. 

Ditto, for the late Company of Major John Marshall: 
Benjamin Philpot, Captain ; Henry Dent, First Lieute- 
nant; Burford Cottrell, Second Lieutenant; and Philip 
Marshall, Ensign. 

Ditto, for the late Company of Colonel Samuel Harri- 
son : William McPherson, Captain ; Peter Green, First 
Lieutenant; Thomas Green, Jun., Second Lieutenant; 
and Leonard Hamilton, Ensign. 

Ditto, for the late Company of Colonel Francis Ware : 
Walter Hanson, of John, Captain ; Thomas Simms, First 
Lieutenant ; Jos. W. Harrison, Second Lieutenant ; and 
John Beal Twener, Ensign. 

Ditto, for the late Company of Colonel Josias Hawkins : 
John Hanson, Youngest, Captain ; Henry Massey Han- 
son, First Lieutenant; James Russell, Second Lieutenant; 
and John Griffin, Ensign. 

Ditto, for the late Company of Major Thomas Harris: 
Jonathan Yates, Captain ; Richard Hendly Courts, First 
Lieutenant ; John Ncall, Second Lieutenant ; and Raphael 
Boarman, Jun., Ensign. 

Ditto, for the late Company of Captain William Camp- 
bell: Walter Winter, Captain; Richard Bennett Boar- 
man, First Lieutenant ; Jonathan Thomas, Second Lieu- 
tenant; and Nehemiah Gibbons, Ensign. 

Ditto, for the late Company of Captain John H. Stone : 
George Swann, Captain ; John Gwinn, First Lieutenant ; 
Michael Stone, Second Lieutenant ; and William Lamar, 
Ensign. 

Mr. James Farnandis, who was First Lieutenant to 
Captain Robert Sennett's Company, having entered into 
the regular service, made a recommendation of Officers ne- 
cessary for that Company, and the following gentlemen are 
recommended, to wit: John Muschett, First Lieutenant; 
William Mc Conkie, Second Lieutenant ; and Samuel Stone, 
Jun., Ensign. 

To fill up the vacancies in the Company lately com- 
manded by General John Dent: Henry Ward, Captain; 
George Dent, First Lieutenant ; Thomas McCarlie, Se- 
cond Lieutenant ; and John Grant, Ensign; were recom- 
mended by a majority of thirty-two privates of the said 
Company, met for that purpose. 

The Committee think proper to recommend to the ho- 
nourable the Council of Safety, Captain Thomas Hanson 
Marshall, who lives in the Hundred to which the said 
Company belongs, but is not one of that Company, having 
enrolled in a neighbouring one of Militia. Henry Ward, 
who is above recommended by the said Company for Cap- 
tain, was chosen Second Lieutenant by a former election, 
and, in the judgment and opinion of the Committee, it 
would tend most to the publick service for the honourable 
Council of Safety to commission the said Thomas Hanson 
Marshall, Captain for the said Company ; George Dent, 
First Lieutenant ; Henry Ward, Second Lieutenant ; and 
John Grant, Ensign, 

The honourable Council of Safety are requested to in- 
quire of Colonel William Smallwood for a recommenda- 
tion of Officers for the Company he commanded. 



Signed by order: 



John Gwinn, Cleric. 



In Committee, Port-Tobacco, February 2G, 1776. 

Resolved, That every Member of this Committee pro- 
duce, by the first Tuesday in April next, of his own manu- 
facturing, six pounds of crude Nitre, under the penalty of 
twelve Shillings currency. 

Signed by order: John Gwinn, Cleric. 

COLONEL BARTLETT TO MESHECH WEARE. 

Philadelphia, February 26, 1776. 

Sir : The enclosed order of Congress, of the 23d in- 
stant, I am directed to transmit to our Colony, and I make 
no doubt (if they have not already) they will speedily com- 
ply with the recommendations. 



The necessity of arms and ammunition for our defence, 
and the danger of disappointment, shows the necessity of 
our using our utmost efforts to be supplied as much as may 
be within ourselves. And though I can, with pleasure, 
inform you that large quantities of powder and saltpetre 
have arrived here, and more is daily expected, yet, as we 
have reason to believe that as soon as the spring opens, 
our harbours will be much infested by the British cruisers, 
who have orders to seize all American vessels, and as large 
quantities of military stores will be wanted for sea, as well 
as land service-, I humbly conceive it will be prudent to en- 
deavour to supply ourselves with the necessaries of life 
and defence within ourselves, and leave as little to the un- 
certainty of winds, weather, and enemies, as possible, at 
least for the present. 

You will please, sir, to see that the several orders of our 
Convention or Assembly for manufacturing arms, gunpow- 
der, and saltpetre, be transmitted to me, and an account of 
what has been done in consequence of such orders, as it is 
necessary the Congress should know, as soon as may be, 
the true stale of all the Colonies, with regard to their sup- 
plying themselves with these necessary articles; and when 
our Assembly meets, you will please to lay these resolves be- 
fore them, and, in the mean time, communicate them to the 
Council or Committee of Safety, or whoever they have 
left to transact business in their recess. 
I am, your most obedient servant, 

JOSIAH BARTLETT. 

To the Honourable Meshech Weare, Esq. 



TO THE AUTHOR OF COMMON SENSE. 

IJew-Jersey, February 26, 1776. 

Sir: In your famous pamphlet, entitled Common Sense, 
by which 1 am convinced of the necessity of independency, 
to which I was before averse, you have given liberty to 
every individual to contribute materials for that great 
building, the grand charter of American liberty. I shall, 
therefore, venture to lay before you and the publick, a few 
hints, as they may occur to my mind, not having seen your 
second edition. And, for reasons already published, must 
consider independency as that which must lake place in 
a few months at farthest ; the temper, and fixed designs 
of the King, Ministry, and Parliament of Great Britain, 
being incompatible with the safety of these Colonies in 
any other way. Nor are we under any obligations to the 
contrary, from any thing contained in either of the peti- 
tions to the King, as some vainly argue, because they have 
both been rejected by him, to whom alone they were ad- 
dressed: and that rejection sealed by the blood of many of 
the Colonists, who, being treated like Rebels, have been 
murdered while innocent. Of this number are General 
Montgomery, and all those brave men slain in this war, 
whose lives might have been saved by the King's having 
immediately put a stop to all hostilities, as soon as he re- 
ceived our last petition. For I can truly affirm, that the 
death of one American, whose life might have been saved 
by the King's immediate compliance with that petition, is 
sufficient to discharge America forever from any obligations 
to reconciliation on that account. But, to return, it is the 
custom of wise architects to lay their foundations deep, lest 
the basis should sink from under the superstructure. Should 
this letter point out one good stone for that purpose, though 
it were placed under ground, I am amply rewarded for my 
trouble. 

Equality in strength, riches, and honours, are necessary 
to safety, mutual confidence, and friendship. Hence, the 
so much talked of balance of power in Europe, so neces- 
sary to the safety of those countries, but more especially 
of the weaker kingdoms and states. Hence, also, those 
common proverbs, " the poor is despised of his neighbour;" 
and " the weakest goes to the wall." JEsop's iron and 
earthern pots cannot swim with safety together. There- 
fore, let it be the work of your Continental Conference to 
set bounds to their claim as an associated Continent, which 
ought to include, at least, the thirteen at present associ- 
ated Colonies, with those of Quebeclc and Nova-Scotia. 
Then, let there be at least three new Colonies formed, viz: 
Montreal, Albany, and Susquehannah. Montreal may be 
formed by dividing Canada into two Colonies by a line 
running from south to north, and crossing St. Lawrence 
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between Montreal and the Three-Rivers. The Province of 
New-York is at present to'o long and too large for conve- 
nience in Government, as the Deputies, in the extremities 
of it, at some seasons especially, cannot be so soon con- 
vened as urgent necessity might require ; for Hillsborough, 
which lies twenty miles north of Crown-Point, is three 
hundred miles distant from New- York, the half of which 
distance ends about fifteen miles below Albany; near that 
place, let the Province be intersected by a line running 
thence west to Delaware-River, and e.ast to Connecticut- 
River, through part of Massachusetts ; thence northerly, 
up said river to the latitude of Hillsborough ; thence west, 
crossing Lake Champlain, till it meets a line running north 
from the west end of the south line first mentioned. This 
Colony, to be named Albany, will include the lands in dis- 
pute between New- York and New-Hampshire, and, by 
taking them away from both, will settle that matter so far 
SB it respects Government. The like dispute will be set- 
tled by forming a Colony on Susquehannah, to include all 
those lands contended for by Connecticut and Pennsylva- 
nia. The reason for dividing Canada is the same as that 
for New- York. All the Colonies in New-England must 
undergo some alteration in their boundaries, because Rhode- 
Island bears no proportion to that of Massachusetts-Bay, 
the former not having sixty thousand inhabitants, while the 
latter hath four hundred thousand, an odds of near seven 
to one^ and a much greater difference in their extent of 
territory ; while Connecticut has one hundred and ninety- 
two thousand, and New- Hampshire, one hundred and fifty 
thousand ; therefore, let about two Counties on the north 
of Connecticut be taken from Massachusetts, and added to 
Connecticut, so as to join that Colony on the north to that 
of Albany; and in lieu of this addition, let Connecticut 
spare from its east side, the Counties of Windham and 
New-London, lo Rhode- Island, which Colony may also be 
further increased by the addition of one County more from 
the Massachusetts, lying next to Connecticut and Rhode- 
Island, after which, if the Bay-]s still too strong for her 
neighbours, take part from her on the other side, and annex 
it to New- Hampshire; still remembering to leave her a 
little superior to them, for she is worthy, as our elder sister, 
and the nurse and defender of American liberty. Let the 
bounds of the more Southern Colonies also be ascertained, 
either as they now are, or more advantageously ; perhaps 
by forming a second tier on the back of the first, leaving 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, each, equal to Massachusetts ; 
and let the name of dominion be reprobated in Virginia, 
or assumed in all the other Colonies. AH these new 
boundary lines to be so run as not much to incommode any 
particular Town or County. To this scheme of assizing 
the Colonies, it may be objected, that the Delegates in 
Conference from those Colonies which will thereby be les- 
sened, will oppose such alteration, and that the rest of them 
will not presume on so arbitrary a stretch of power, as to 
proceed therein without their consent. Let such objectors 
consider, that the strength and happiness of America must 
be Continental, and not Provincial, and that whatever ap- 
pears to be for the good of the whole, must be submitted 
to by every part; this holds true, and ought to be a go- 
verning maxim in all societies. Neither will there, on such 
alteration, arise any considerable inconvenience to any one 
Colony, which will not be fully atoned for by a conveni- 
ence arising from the same. So that I conceive the objec- 
tion is removed. The benefits arising from equality in the 
Colonies, are too apparent to need further elucidation, 
among which, an equal representation in Congress is none 
of the smallest. 

The reason why Canada and Nova-Scotia must be in- 
cluded in the Continental compact, is, that they cannot be 
happy without being so, as we shall be obliged to treat 
them in some measure as our enemies, till they are ; nor 
is there any thing sufficient to hinder them from joining us 
immediately, but their fear of Great Britain, they being 
both under the dreadful tyranny of martial law, from which 
they would soon emerge were they properly assisted by 
Continental troops, Deo co-operante. That good work, I 
hope, is almost already completed in Canada, and may be 
repeated in Nova-Scotia. 

At the meeting of the first Congress, after the Charter 
is formed, as proposed in Common Sense, let a just return 
be carried in by the Delegates of each Colony then in the 



Association, of all the Militia resident in their respective 
Colonies, including Continental troops of all kinds, being 
free white men, from sixteen years to fifty, and their re- 
turns to be made annually. From this annual return, let 
the Grand Congress ascertain the number of Delegates to 
be elected in the several Colonies for the ensuing year, 
yearly, as one is to one thousand. So that, if the return 
of the Militia in Neio-Jersey, be twenty-six thousand, this 
Colony will, the ensuing year, send twenty-six members 
to Congress, and so of the rest; the whole Congress con- 
sisting of about five hundred members, who are to give 
their votes in Congress personally, not by Colonies. The 
number of Deputies in each Provincial Assembly, to be 
chosen annually by towns, as one to two hundred Militia, 
through the Colony, no town, however small, to send less 
than one. So that New-Jersey, on the above supposition, 
will have an Assembly of one hundred and thirty members. 
These large Assemblies will be acquainted with all the ma- 
terial circumstances of their constituents. Delegates to the 
Continental Congress to be elected by ballot, in the several 
Counties, the number each County is to elect to be ascer- 
tained by the Provincial Assembly according to the above 
rule, no County sending less than one. Every free man, 
above the age of twenty-one years, having had a deed for 
lands for the space of one year, immediately preceding the 
election, or having in his possession either real or personal 
estate to the value of one hundred dollars, to have a vote 
in either of the above elections. Widows, paying taxes, 
lo have an equal right to vote as men of the same pro- 
perty. Every person excluded by the above rules from a 
share in the choice of Representatives, to be exempted 
from paying taxes raised for the support of legislation; 
but of County, Town, and Poor Rates, he, raised for such 
like social purposes, they shall be liable to pay a just pro- 
portion. 

Hints on the regulation of the Continental Militia, which, 
at a moderate computation, are about five hundred thou- 
sand, &cc, may be given in some future letter, from, ho- 
noured sir, your great admirer and advocate, ■& 

RICHMOND COUNTY (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE TO PROVINCIAL 

CONGRESS. 

Richmond County, February 26, 1776. 
Gentlemen : In consequence of your letter, dated Feb- 
ruary 21st, three of our Committee went to Elizabethtown, 
and applied to the Chairman of the Committee, for the in- 
habitants of our County then in their prison to be returned. 
Said Chairman, knowing not by what authority Colonel 
Heard and Colonel Thomas had taken them in custody, 
referred the matter to said Colonels. Accordingly, one of 
our Committee went to Woodbridge, waited on the Colo- 
nels, who then promised the prisoners should be delivered 
up with the charge alleged against them. On returning 
to Elizabethtown, Colonel Thomas informed our Com- 
mittee-men, that he could not then furnish them with the 
charges, but would send the prisoners on Saturday morn- 
ing, under a guard, to be delivered at Richmondtown, with 
the charges, to our Committee. Accordingly, our Com- 
mittee attended at the time and place, in order to receive 
them, but none appeared. The Committee then adjourn- 
ed till this day ; when, being assembled, Mr. Isaac Decker 
appeared, informed the Committee that on Saturday last, 
at sun-set, the Sheriff of Elizabethtown opened the prison 
door, desired said Isaac Decker and Minno Burger to wait 
on Colonel Thomas, which they accordingly did. Said 
Colonel then told them, that on promising they would ap- 
pear this day before the Committee in the County of Rich- 
mond, he would discharge them. Accordingly Isaac Decker 
has appeared; Minno Burger, unwell, could not appear. 
Our Committee is at a loss how to act ; the above Colonel 
has not sent any charge against them. We shall, there- 
fore, wait your direction. Richard Connor, Esq., on giving 
bis obligation to Colonel Thomas to appear when called 
upon, was admitted to return home before your letter came 
to hand ; said obligation has not been returned to us, nor 
any charge against him. Abraham Starroio, we are in- 
formed, is detained in prison on account of a debt. 

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient and most hum- 
ble servants. By order of the Committee : 

Christian Jacobson. 
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P. S. The foregoing have, by reason of bad weather, 
been detained ; have this day received from Col. Thomas 
the accusation against the prisoners ; we shall proceed to 
trial as soon as possible. C. J. 

February 28. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read March 5, 1776.] 

Albany, February 26, 1776. 

Sir : I do myself the honour to enclose you a copy of a 
letter this moment received from General Wooster, by the 
bearer of this, whom the General sends express to Con- 
gress. 

i have ordered one hundred and fifty stall-fed oxen to be 
bought, and have taken such measures as that I hope to 
get them in Canada soon, and make them draw so much 
provisions as will pay for their forage, and the sleds that I 
must purchase for the occasion. I hope to send the Ge- 
neral some money to-morrow, together with four hundred 
barrels of pork, and the cannon, cannon-shot, and shells, 
&c. What shall I do for blankets and arms for the Penn- 
sylvania, New-Jersey, and Connecticut troops ? The lat- 
ter will arrive in a few days. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient and humble 

serv3nl > Philip Schuyler. 

Montreal, February 21, 1776. 

Sir: The Paymaster has arrived, but has brought 
nothing but paper money. Our flour is nearly expended ; 
we have not more than enough for the army one week. 
We can purchase no provisions or wood, or pay for trans- 
porting of any thing, without hard cash. We are now not 
able to pay half the debts we owe the country people. Our 
credit sinks daily : all the provisions and wood that we 
want for the army, for two or three months to come, must 
be purchased and transported to camp by the middle of 
March ; after that time there will probably be no passing 
for a month or six weeks; these things, therefore, must be 
provided immediately, or the consequence will be dreadful. 
I have, therefore, sent Mr. Cole (a young gentleman from 
Quebeck, who I have employed as a Secretary) on pur- 
pose to hasten the forwarding of specie, as a few days may 
be of infinite consequence. 

I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 

David Wooster. 



JAMES PEANE TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

[Enclosed in General Schuyler's, February 26, 1776. — Referred to Mr. 
Rulledge, Mr. Wythe, Mr. W. Livingston.] 

Kanonwaroharo, February 24, 1776. 

Sir : The Indians who went to attend the meeting lately 
held at Niagara are returned, and say that Mr. Butler spoke 
nothing to them but of peace. I expect there will be a 
general meeting of the Six-Nations held very soon, at their 
Central Council-House. The Oneidas are already sent to, 
to hold themselves in readiness to attend. The Ononda- 
gas have advised to postpone sending for Mr. Butler till 
after the meeting at Onondaga, when it is proposed to send 
two or three from each tribe on that errand, and the Onei- 
das, willing to gratify them, have agreed to the proposal. 

Onus, alias Governour Penn, has sent to the Six-Na- 
tions, inviting them down to Philadelphia in the Spring, 
and particularly informs them that he calls them down in 
his own name, without respect to any one else. The 
Oneidas have detained the message until they shall hear 
from you, and learn whether you know any thing of the 
affair, or whether it has your approbation. If you know 
nothing of the matter, they desire that you would take an 
opportunity to send to Philadelphia and learn the truth of 
it, and whenever they have a return from you, they will 
forward Onus's message, if it be agreeable to you. The 
Indians are much at a loss to comprehend Onus's design 
in calling them down to Philadeljjhia, as they say that 
Albany is the place appointed for the Six-Nations to treat 
with their brethren, the white people, upon all matters 
whatever. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, and very humble servant, 

James Deane. 
To the Honourable Philip Schuyler, Esq. 



P. S. Sir : This instant a messenger is arrived here 
from Onondaga, desiring the Oneidas to give their imme- 
diate attendance at the Central Council-House. An ex- 
press will be despatched directly to the Mohawk Castle. 

Albany, February 27, 1776. 
Sir : The above is just delivered me. I beg the direc- 
tion of Congress what answer to give with respect to Go- 
vernour Penn's request, as it is a matter I dare not decide 
upon alone. I am, respectfully, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, 8tc, &.c. 



JACOB BAYLEY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Newbury, February 26, 1776. 

Sir : The view I had in sending men from hence to 
Canada, was as follows : 

That I had a rumor of General Montgomery's defeat at 
Quebeck, but no certainty. 1 wanted to know, that we 
might do every thing in our power to strengthen and en- 
courage them. 

That they in Canada might know that help, even from 
Cambridge, might be soon and certain with them ; and 
that your Excellency might have some certainty that the 
plan I proposed to Colonel Little, some time since, to 
make a road to Canada, by way of Missisque, was not 
founded on imagination, or not of selfish views, which may 
be suggested, as I live near the line the road must go. 

I have also sent enclosed the journal of the men who 
went over, as also a copy of my letter to General Wooster, 
with his answer, to satisfy your Excellency of the view I 
had ; and can further assure your Excellency that a post 
may go from hence to Montreal without any difficulty or 
obstruction ; the point from hence is nearly north-west. 

1 must beg your Excellency's pardon for troubling you 
with this letter, and beg leave to subscribe myself your Ex- 
cellency's most obedient, humble servant, 

Jacob Bayley. 
To His Excellency General Washington. 

Newbury, Coos, January 21, 1776. 

Dear Sir : We have, here, the melancholy news of a 
defeat of General Montgomery, at Quebeck ; though we 
are not certain of the truth of it, yet think it our duty to 
send men, not only to get intelligence ourselves, but that 
the situation of affairs in Canada may be known at Head- 
Quarters, and the quickest way to march from Cambridge 
to Canada. We are apprehensive that, from hence, men 
might march to you in six or seven days, which the bear- 
ers can inform you. If you have any express to General 
Washington, in three days from hence we can convey it to 
him. This is only by the Committee of Haverhill and 
Newbury, yet you will be so good as to supply them for 
their return. Nothing new here ; only four vessels taken 
from England, by Captain Manly, and another privateer. 
This is from the servants of the Colony, and yours. 

By order of the Committees of Haverhill and Newbury. 

Jacob Bayley. 
To Brigadier-General Wooster, Montreal. 

We, the subscribers, being employed by Colonel Jacob 
Bayley, and consented to by the Committees of Haverhill 
and Nexvbury, did, on the first day of February, instant, set 
out from Newbury on a journey to Montreal, with a letter 
to Brigadier-General Wooster. 

The journal of our journey is as follows, viz: The first 
day we went to Mr. Harvey's, twelve miles ; from thence, 
second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth days, on a marked 
road, fifty-nine miles, to Mr. Metcalfs, at Missisque-Bay: 
the best country for a road either of us ever saw, through 
any woods of the same length ; the snow deep, and very 
bad snow-shoeing: the seventh day to St. John's; the 
eighth day to Montreal; tarried two days and a half. The 
second night on our return lodged at Mr. Metcalfs. The 
third and fourth day, travelled only one day's march, by 
reason of hail and rain falling some days before, the crust 
would not bear without snow-shoes, and bad standing with. 
The fifth, sixth, and seventh days good, except the trees 
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being loaded with ice ; lodged at Mr. Harvey's ; and, Sun- 
day, the 18th, returned to Colonel Bayley's, and delivered 
a letter from General Wooster to Colonel Bayley. We 
carried a compass with us. The marked road is north 
forty-four degrees west, and from Mr. Metcalf's to Mon- 
treal, about the same course. 

Frye Bayley, 
Abiel Chamberlin, 
Silas Chamberlin. 

Montreal, February 10, 1776. 
Dear Sir: The publick is much obliged to you, and to 
the Committees of Haverhill and Newbury, for your atten- 
tion and care to promote the interest of the country. I 
was happy to find, and shall gratefully remember your 
patriotick and friendly concern for our little army in this 
country. We have truly been very critically situated since 
the repulse at Quebeck, but by being particularly vigilant, 
and doubling duty, which has been very severe, we have kept 
our ground good ; and as we have already received some suc- 
cour, and daily expect more from our friends in the Colo- 
nies, we still hope to give an account of our brave country- 
men who were unfortunately made prisoners. The Congress 
seem determined to support us. The securing this Pro'- 
vince is truly an object of great importance to our cause, 
and I hope will be considered in that light by all true 
friends to the country, and I doubt not proper provision 
will be made for that purpose. The route from Cambridge 
to Canada, by Missisque, has been already represented at 
Head-Quarters. You will accept of my best wishes for 
yourself and the Committees of Haverhill and Newbury, 
and believe me, respectfully, your most obedient and very 
humble servant, David Wooster. 

Colonel Jacob Bayley, at Newbury. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE. 

Cambridge, February 26, 1776. 

General Lee: I received your esteemed favour of the 
14th instant, which gave me great pleasure, being impa- 
tient to hear from you. I rejoice to find that you are get- 
ting better, and could not avoid laughing at Captain Par- 
ker's reasons for not putting his repeated threats into 
execution. 

I take notice of your intended dispositions for defence, 
which I request you will lose no time in putting into exe- 
cution, as, from many corroborating accounts I have re- 
ceived, the enemy seem to prepare for their departure from 
Boston; they have removed the two mortars from Bun- 
ker's Hill, and carried them, with a great part of their 
heavy brass cannon, on board their ships; they have taken 
all the topsail vessels in the harbour into the service; they 
are ready watered and their sails bent. All this show may 
be but a feint, but if real, and they should come your way, 
I wish you may be prepared to receive them. If I find 
that they are in earnest and do go off, I will immediately 
send you a reinforcement from this camp, and, if necessa- 
ry, march the main body to your assistance, as circum- 
stances may require. I shall keep a good watch on their 
motions, and give you the speediest information possible. 

Lechmere's Point is now very strong, and 1 am now 
sending some heavy cannon thither ; the platform for a mor- 
tar is preparing to be placed in the works there ; another at 
Lambsdam, and we are making the necessary dispositions 
to possess ourselves of Dorchester-Hill, which must bring 
them out if any thing will. If they do not interrupt us in 
that work, I shall be confirmed in my opinion that they 
mean to leave the town. A little time must now deter- 
mine whether they are resolved to maintain their present 
ground, or look out for another post. I will now return 
to your letter. 

The accounts you give of our New- York brethren are 
very satisfactory. 1 should be glad to know how many 
men you are likely to have, that you can depend upon re- 
maining with you. I very much fear that the sailing of 
Clinton will keep back those you expected from Pennsyl- 
vania. Let me hear from you upon this and every thing 
else that concerns you, as soon and as often as you possi- 
bly can. I shall pay due attention to your recommenda- 
tions of Captain Smyth and Captain Baalan. With re- 
spect to the Canada expedition, I beg leave to assure you 



that it was not my intention to propose your going there. 
I only meant what I thought would happen, that the Con- 
gress would make you that proposal. 1 am now of opi- 
nion that you will have work enough upon your hands 
where you are, and 1 make no doubt but your presence will 
be as necessary there as it would be in Canada. I am 
glad that Colonel Ritzema is gone to Congress, and hope 
they will expedite an army thither, not only to preserve 
what we have already got, but also to possess ourselves of 
Quebeck before it can be reinforced from Europe, or else- 
where ; it is an object of such vast iniportance that it will 
be madness not to strain every sinew for effecting that pur- 
pose. I am in some pain for our little fleet, as I am in- 
formed that (he Asia and Phenix are sailed in quest of 
them. You doubtless had good reasons for the appoint- 
ment you mention to have made ; as it is temporary, it can 
have no bad effect. 

I am, with great regard, Sic, 

George Washington. 
To General Lee. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Cambridge, February 26, 1776. 

Gentlemen : As I am making all possible preparations 
to take possession of the Heights of Dorchester, which I 
expect I shall be able to accomplish by the last of this 
week, it is expected that this, if any thing can, will bring 
the enemy out of Boston to oppose, as at Charlestown, our 
erecting any works there. To weaken our lines on the north 
side of Cambridge- River too much, with a view to strength- 
en those of Dorchester before any move is made that way 
by the enemy, might expose an opening they would gladly 
avail themselves of, and to delay it till an attack is begun 
would be too late, as the contest will soon be decided, for 
or against us, after this happens. Under this state of the 
matter, and to avoid risking a defeat, when victory, under 
Providence, may be reduced to a certainty, I submit it to 
the wisdom of your Board if it will not be best to direct 
the Militia of some of the towns most contiguous to Dor- 
chester and Roxbury, to repair to the lines at those two 
places, with their arms, ammunition, and accoutrements, in- 
stantly, upon a signal given. 

If you approve of this, you will please to fix, with Gene- 
ral Thomas, who waits upon you on purpose, upon the 
signal to be given, and issue your notice thereof accord- 
ingly. ■ 

1 have the honour to be, with great respect and esteem, 
gentlemen, your most humble and obliged servant, 

George Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED. 

Cambridge, February 26, 1776. 

Dear Sir : We have, under many difficulties, on ac- 
count of hard frozen ground, completed our work on Lech- 
mere's Point. We have got some heavy pieces of ord- 
nance placed there, two platforms fixed for mortars, and 
every thing for any offensive operation. Strong guards are 
now mounted there, and at Cobble-Hill. 

About ten days ago the severe freezing weather formed 
some pretty strong ice from Dorchester to Boston-Neck, 
and from Roxbury to the Common. This, I thought, know- 
ing the ice could not last, a favourable opportunity to make 
an assault upon the troops in town. I proposed it in Coun- 
cil ; but behold, though we had been waiting all the year 
for this favourable event, the enterprise was thought too 
dangerous. Perhaps it was ; perhaps the irksomeness of 
my situation led me to undertake more than could be war- 
ranted by prudence. I did not think so, and I am sure 
yet, that the enterprise, if it had been undertaken with re- 
solution, must have succeeded; without it, any would fail; 
but it is now at an end, and 1 am preparing to take post 
on Dorchester-Heights to try if the enemy will be so kind 
as to come out to us. Ten regiments of Militia, you must 
know, had come in to strengthen my hands for offensive 
measures ; but what I have said respecting the determina- 
tions in Council, and the possessing of Dorchester-Point, 
is spoken under the rose. I am, &c, 

George Washington. 
To Joseph Reed. 
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read March 6, 1776.] 

Cambridge, February 26, 1776. 

Sir : 1 had the honour of addressing you on the 18th 
and 21st instant, by Mr. Hooper, since which nothing ma- 
terial has occurred. We are making every necessary pre- 
paration for taking possession of Dorchester- Heights as 
soon as possible, with a view of drawing the enemy out; 
how far our expectations may be answered, lime can only 
determine. But I should think, if any thing will induce 
them to hazard an engagement, it will be our attempting to 
fortify these Heights, as, on that event's taking place, we 
shall be able to command a great part of the town, and 
almost the whole harbour, and to make them rather disa- 
greeable than otherwise, provided we can gel a sufficient 
supply of what we greatly want. 

Within these three or four days I have received sundry 
accounts from Boston of such movements there, such as 
taking the mortars from Bunker-Hill ; the putting them 
with several pieces of heavy ordnance on board of ship, 
with a quantity of bedding; the ships all taking in water; 
the baking a large quantity of biscuit, &c, as to indicate 
an embarkation of the troops from thence. A Mr. Ides, 
who came out yesterday, says that the inhabitants of the 
town generally believe, that they are about to remove either 
to New- York or Virginia, and that every vessel in the 
harbour, on Tuesday last, was taken up for Government's 
service, and two months' pay advanced them; whether they 
really intend to embark, or whether the whole is a feint, is 
impossible for me to tell ; however, I have thought it ex- 
pedient to send an express to General Lee, to inform him 
of it, in order that he may not be taken by surprise, if their 
destination should be against New-York, and continued 
him on to you. If they do embark, I think the possessing 
themselves of that place and of the North-River, is the 
object they have in view, thereby securing the communi- 
cation with Canada and rendering the intercourse between 
the Northern and Southern United Colonies exceedingly 
precarious and difficult. To prevent them from effecting 
their plan, is a matter of the highest importance, and will 
require a large and respectable army and the most vigilant 
and judicious exertions. 

Since I wrote by Mr. Hooper, some small parcels of 
powder have arrived from Connecticut, which will give us 
a little assistance. 

On Thursday night, a party of our men, at Roxbury, 
made the enemy's out-sentries, consisting of a corporal and 
two privates, prisoners, without firing a gun or giving the 
least alarm. 1 shall be as attentive to the enemy's motions 
as I can, and obtain all the intelligence in my power, and 
if I find them embark, shall, in the most expeditious man- 
ner, detach a part of the light troops to New- York, and 
repair thither myself, if circumstances shall require it. 1 
shall l>e better able to judge what to do when the matter 
happens ; at present 1 can only say, that I will do every 
thing that shall appear proper and necessary. 

Your letter of the 12th instant, by Colonel Bull, came 
to hand yesterday evening, and shall, agreeable to your re- 
commendation, pay proper notice to him. The supply of 
cash came very seasonably, as our treasury was just ex- 
hausted, and nothing can be done here without it. 

I have the honour to be, with great regard, your most 

humble servant, „ „. 

George Washington. 

P. S. This was intended to have been sent by express, 
but meeting with a private opportunity the express was 
countermanded. 

general orders. 
Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 15, 1776. 
(Parole, Fitzmlliamt.) (Countersign, Archer.) 

The Regiments upon the new establishment, and the 
Regiments of Militia, lately arrived at Cambridge and Rox- 
bury, to deliver to the Brigade-Majors they respectively 
belong to, at Orderly time, on Saturday, an exact return 
of their numbers, according to the form the Adjutant-Gene- 
ral has this day given to each of the Brigade-Majors. 

Such of the Regiments as are in want of leather shot- 
bags with straps, to hold ball and buck-shot, may have them 
by applying to the Adjutant-General. It is intended that 
every non-commiss'oned officer and soldier be supplied. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 16, 1776. 
(Parole, Cholmondly.) (Counterajn, King.) 

The Congress have been pleased to appoint Joseph Frye, 
Esq., a Brigadier-General in the Continental Army. He is 
to be obeyed as such ; and his Excellency, the General, 
orders that he shall take the command of the vacant Bri- 
gade commonly called the Cambridge Brigade. 

All the Regiments are immediately to be completed to 
twenty-four rounds of ammunition a man. The Colonel, 
or commanding officer of each, is to pass his receipt to the 
Commissary for the cartridges, or powder and lead neces- 
sary to do this, and to take receipts from their several Cap- 
tains for the total quantity in each company; the Capta'ms 
are to do the like from each of their men, who are to ac- 
count satisfactorily for any load they have passed their 
receipt for, or pay four pence for each deficient. The 
Colonels, or commanding officers of Regiments, are to take 
especial care that this order is strictly complied with ; that 
those fines are charged without fail to the delinquent sol- 
diers, and credit given for them in making out the pay- 
abstracts. This order is to be read to, and impressed upon 
the minds of every man by their officers. 

The General is surprised to find the Militia applying for 
cartouch-boxes and other accoutrements, when he had not 
a doubt but they would have come completely equipped. 
As the case, however, is otherwise, he directs that they 
should be served with powder-horns and shot-pouches, In 
lieu of cartouch-boxes, and that every thing which is deli- 
vered to them be charged to the Regiment that received It, 
that it may be redelivered, or paid for at the expiration of 
the term for which they stand engaged, and to this Die 
Quartermaster-General and Commissary of Stores, are to 
give particular attention without further direction upon this 
head. 

The intrenching tools of every kind, are to be carefully 
looked up, and put in good order; the Quartermaster-Ge- 
neral is to give proper directions upon this head. No lime is 
to be lost in the doing of it. 

To prevent any mistakes, or impositions in the purchas- 
ing of arms, the Colonels are immediately to have the 
several arms, belonging to their respective Regiments, 
branded with the number of the Regiment, or stamped 
and marked in such a manner as they may be known. 

Colonel Knox is to report the exact number of cannon 
cartridges, which are filled and ready for use, specifying the 
sorts and sizes. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 18, 1776. 
(Parole, Shelburnc.) (Countersign, Stamford.) 



(Parole, Ponsojiby.) 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 19, 1776. 

(Countersign, Jb'mgton.) 



A General Court-Martial to sit to-morrow morning, at 
eleven, at Pomeroy's Tavern, in Cambridge, to try such 
prisoners as shall be brought before them. All evidences 
and persons concerned to attend the Court. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 20, 1776. 
(Parole, Manchester.) (CumiUTsign, Boyle.) 

As it is necessary that every Regiment should be fur- 
nished with colours, and that those colours should, if it can 
be done, bear some kind of similitude to the uniform of the 
Regiment to which they belong; the Colonels, with their 
respective Brigadiers, and the Quartermaster-General, may 
fix upon such as are proper and can be procured. There 
must be lo each Regiment the standard, (or Regimental 
colours,) and colours for each grand division ; the whole to 
be small and light. The number of the Regiment is to be 
marked on the colours, and such a mottoas the Colonel 
may choose ; in fixing upon which the General advises a 
consultation amongst them. 

The Colonels are to delay no time in getting this matter 
fixed, that the Quartermaster-General may provide the 
colours as soon as possible ; they are, also, to consider 
what camp equipage may be further necessary, that no lime 
may be lost in providing it, as the season is fast approaching 
for taking the field. 

The General cannot again help urging it, in the strongest 
terms, to the Colonels the necessity of the strictest atten- 
tion to the discipline of their men ; learning them to march 
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and perform all the different evolutions and manoeuvres, 
which is of more essential service than dwelling too long 
upon the manual exercise. He, also, recommends to the 
Colonels a proper attention to the clothing of their officers 
and men, that they may appear in a soldierlike manner. 

The General desires that the Brigadiers who have not 
complied with the orders of the 6th instant, concerning the 
ammunition, and that of the 7th, respecting the arrange- 
ment of Chaplains, may be informed that he expects an 
immediate report from them. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, February 21, 1776. 
(Parole, Devonshire.) (Countersign, Grafton.) 

The General, being anxious to have the established Re- 
giments completed, with all possible expedition, desires the 
Colonels and commanding officers forthwith to send an offi- 
cer from each incomplete company, into the country, upon 
the recruiting service, who are expressly forbid inlisting any 
boys, old men, or slaves. These officers are, also, to use 
their best endeavour to get what good arms they can. The 
recruiting in camp, is, also, to be continued. 

The Colonels and commanding officers of Regiments are 
to send to the Quartermaster-General, to-morrow morning, 
the names of the Sutlers licensed by them to supply their 
respective corps. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, February 22, 1776. 
(Parole, Scariormg/i.) (Countersign, Exeter ) 

John English, of Captain Waterman's Company, in Col- 
onel Arnold's Regiment, tried at a late General Court-Mar- 
tial, for " absenting himself from his Regiment, and inlisting 
in Colonel Varnum's Regiment." The Court were unani- 
mously of opinion, that the prisoner is guilty of the crimes 
whereof he was accused, and adjudge him to receive ten 
lashes on the bare back, and order the advance pay due to 
him, in Colonel Arnold's Regiment, to be paid the officer 
who gave him the advance pay in Colonel Varnum's Re- 
giment. The General approves the sentence, and orders 
it to be put in execution at guard-mounting to-morrow. 

The Brigadier-Generals, with their Majors of Brigade, 
the Colonel of Artillery, the Quartermaster-General, with 
the Barrackmaster of the four Brigades in the Cambridge 
Department, to be at Head-Quarters to-morrow morning, at 
ten o'clock. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, Fobrunry 23, 1776. 
(Farole, Canterbury.) (Countersign, St. Asaph.) 

Lieutenant Thomas Cummings, tried at a Genera! Court- 
Martial, for " behaving in a scandalous and infamous man- 
ner, unbecoming the character of an officer and gentleman," 
is sentenced to be cashiered. The General approves the 
sentence, and orders it to take place immediately. 

The General, also, confirms the sentence upon James 
McCormick, of Captain Farrington's Company, in Colo- 
nel Sargent's Regiment, and commands the execution of 
it, at the discretion of his Colonel. 



Head.Quarters, Cambridge, February 24, 1776. 
(Parole, Hopkins.) (Countersign, Alfred.) 

The General having the credit of this Army much at 
heart, and anxious that it should not only behave well, but 
look well, recommends it to, and does expect that every 
officer, from the highest to the lowest, doth exert himself to 
accomplish those ends, to attain which the Brigadiers are 
desired to be attentive to every matter and thing relative to 
their Brigades, and where orders are not, or cannot be com- 
plied with immediately, to report the reason thereof. 

From henceforward it is expected that the weekly re- 
turns of every Regiment will, before they are brought in to 
the Commander-in-chief, be examined and certified by the 
Brigadier to whose Brigade they respectively belong; who 
is, also, to direct his Major of Brigade to keep a book, and 
have them regularly entered, always comparing the return 
to be made with the one preceding, and inquiring minutely 
into the. cause of every change or alteration from the last. 
The Colonel, or commanding officer of every Regiment, is to 
observe the same conduct with respect to the returns of his 
Companies, and keep a book for the regular entry thereof. 
These precautions are taken to prevent the many blunders 
and mistakes which have heretofore happened in making 
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out the pay -abstracts, all of which, for the future, are to be 
inspected by the Brigadiers, compared with their books, 
and certified by them, before a warrant will be granted. A 
very stiict attention will be expected to this order; for if 
these books are called for, and do not correspond with this 
order, the officer neglecting will meet with no favour. 

The commanding officer of each Regiment may apply for 
a warrant for five hundred dollars, to put into the hands of 
such officers as they send into the country on the recruit- 
ing service, to buy arms ; these officers are, in an especial 
manner, charged to purchase no arms hut such as are good 
and fit for immediate use ; King's muskets, or guns as near 
that quality as can be had, should be got, and with bayonets, 
if possible. As there is a Committee in each of the Coun- 
ties of the Massachusetts- Bay, appointed by the General 
Court to purchase arms for this Army, the officers are to 
take care not to raise the price, by bidding against each 
other. 

Mark Noble, of Captain Noble's Company, in Colonel 
Patterson's Regiment, tried by a late General Court-Mar- 
tial, whereof Colonel Phirmey was President, for "deser- 
tion," is found guilty, and sentenced to receive fifteen lashes 
upon his bare back, and mulcted one month's pay to defray 
the expense of apprehending and bringing the prisoner to 
camp. The General approves the sentence, and commands 
the execution of it, at such time and place as the Colonel 
of the Regiment shall direct. 



Head.Quarters, Cambridge, February 25, 1776. 
(Parole, Virginia.) (Countersign, Norfolk.) 

It being a matter of too much importance to intrust 
the wounds and lives of officers and soldiers to unskilful 
Surgeons, the General requests the Director-General and 
Surgeons of the Hospital, (taking, also, to their assistance 
such Regimental Surgeons, as, upon examination they ap- 
prove of,) will sit and examine the Surgeons and Mates of 
the whole Army, and give certificates to those who are 
found qualified to discharge the duties of their office, in order 
that they may receive commissions. Gentlemen of can- 
dour and knowledge in their profession, will see the utility 
of this measure, and approve o( it. None, but those who are 
conscious of their inability, will decline the examination. 

The Surgeon of every Regiment is immediately to report 
to the Director-General of the Hospital, in what manner 
he and his Mate are at present furnished with instruments, 
medicines, bandages, Sic, that the true state and condition 
may be known. The first Court of Examination will sit on 
Tuesday next, at the Convalescent Hospital, in Cambridge, 
at eleven, in the forenoon, at which all the Surgeons and 
their Mates, of General Sullivan's Brigade, are to attend. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, February 26, 1776. 
(Parole, tfeiv-2'ork.) (Countersign, Lee.) 

The commanding officers of Regiments are immediately 
to order all the axes, pick-axes, spades, shovels, and other 
intrenching tools, nowin their possession, to be forthwith 
sent to the Quartermaster-General's Store in Cambridge. 

All officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers, are 
positively forbid playing at cards, and other games of chance. 
At this time of publick distress men may find enough to do 
in the service of their God and their country, without aban- 
doning themselves to vice and immorality. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED WILLIAMSBURGH, VIRGINIA, FEBRUARY 27, 
1776. 

Colonel Corbin is returned from his fruitless journey to 
Lord Dunmore, who refused to give a commission for hold- 
ing an Assembly, and only proposed that the principal 
gentlemen in the country should sign propositions for an 
accommodation, with which he would go home; but, we 
presume, he must get them signed by his old friends in the 
fleet, or about Norfolk, as he will get very few gentlemen's 
names to it. He said Commissioners were to negotiate, 
but did not say who they were. 

His Lordship is not recalled, but has leave to go, if he 
chooses it. His conduct is approved of, and he has un- 
limited power to draw on the Tieasury. Colonel Corbin 
says, that he, General Clinton, and Captain Hammond, all 
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appeared in good humour, the latter declaring he had for- 
bid his tenders to offer injury to individuals, or their pro- 
perty, his sole design being to watch the water, and enforce 
the acts of trade. General Clinton had four companies, 
who had not landed, but, on the contrary, the transports, 
with the Mercury, had fallen down into the Roads ( Hamp- 
ton) under sailing orders : he did not mention his destina- 
tion, but it was gathered from the young officers, that they 
-were to pay a visit to Governour Martin, at Cape-Fear, 
and then proceed to South- Carolina. On hearing that part 
of our letter to Colonel Corbin read, " that we were pot 
authorized or inclined to intermeddle in the mode of nego- 
tiation, which must be left to Congress," the General said 
there was nothing America could ask, in a constitutional 
way, but would be granted ; but, if we relied on the Con- 
gress, we had nothing to expect from Parliament. 

Lord Dunmore wanted to borrow Clinton's troops to drive 
ours from Kemp's ; he asked if ours would not return ; the 
other said he supposed they would ; then, says the General, 
" I do not think it worth while to meddle with them." 

P. S. We have just received intelligence from Hampton, 
that General Clinton, with his troops, the Mercury, King- 
fisher, and two or three tenders, went out of the Capes 
yesterday. 

JOHN DAY SCOTT TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Annapolis, February 27, 1776. 

Gentlemen : I am under the necessity of applying to 
you for some money, for the support of the troops here, 
under my command, the whole of what I had an order for 
being expended ; shall be glad if you could let me have an 
order for one hundred and fifty pounds, if you think pro- 
per. I have fifty men at lodgings, and expect more shortly; 
you will be capable of judging what sum will be sufficient ; 
whatever you may think proper to give an order for, please 
deliver to Lieutenant Goldsmith. 

I will have my account ready made out against you come 
down, for the whole of disbursements on raising and lodg- 
ing my men. 

Am, gentlemen, your most obedient, and very humble 

servant > John Day Scott. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 



ROBERT ALEXANDER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, February 27, 1776. 

Gentlemen: Your letter, by the post, is received. On 
your application to Congress, they have ordered twenty- 
two thousand dollars, equal to eight thousand two hundred 
and fifty pounds, to be advanced. This money I shall re- 
ceive, and transmit you by the first safe conveyance. 

The cartridge paper I have purchased; twenty-five reams, 
part of the quantity, shall be sent off by the stage this 
week ; the remainder will follow next week, and I shall 
then furnish you with the account ; the price is sixteen 
shillings by the ream. 

I called on Mr. Morris to know the quantity of arms 
and powder, imported by him for the Province. He was 
from home ; his clerk informed me, about four hundred 
stand of arms, and three thousand five hundred pounds of 
cannon powder. I have directed a gentleman of Maryland, 
now in this city, to receive them, and to forward them by 
the stages to Elk, from thence, to send them in a boat to 
Back-River, in Baltimore County, with orders for the 
skipper of the boat to proceed to Baltimore Town, and 
there take directions in what manner to land them. I 
have taken this precaution to avoid all danger; for should 
any tender or armed vessel be cruising in Patapsco-River, 
the boat can proceed to the head of Back-River, and land 
the arms and powder within five miles of the town ; if no 
vessel of the enemy, she can run round without any great 
expense incurred by the delay. 

Last night a ship arrived here from Bristol, which she 
left the 17th of December. She cleared out for Cork to 
avoid suspicion; notwithstanding which, she was strictly 
searched, and a letter being discovered, directed to a mer- 
chant in Philadelphia, the ship was detained, but the let- 
ter being merely on private business, the Captain, on his 
petition, was discharged, and permitted to sail. Some 
newspapers, and private letters, are brought in ; they were 



stored away by a messenger in the bottom of a barrel of 
bread, which being placed in a careless manner, as if for 
the ship's use, it escaped the search. One of the letters 
was directed to Willing $f Morris, without any signature; 
it contained a printed copy of my Lord North's Concilia- 
tory Act, by which all American vessels found on the coast 
of Great Britain or Ireland, are to be seized and confis- 
cated on the 1st day of January. All American vessels 
sailing into, or out of the ports of America, after the 1st of 
March, are to be seized and confiscated ; all foreign vessels 
trading to America after the 1st of June, to be seized ; all 
communication between Great Britain or Ireland, or the 
British West-Indies, with America, to be cut off; all cap- 
tures made by British ships-of-war, or by the officers of 
the King's troops in America, adjudged by this act, to be 
lawful prizes ; and as such, Courts of Admiralty to proceed 
in their condemnation. All orders for the regulation of 
Courts of Admiralty in America, heretofore made by the 
King in Council, or which may hereafter be made, are con- 
firmed. The Boston Port Bill, the Fishing Bill, and the 
Restraining Act, are repealed by this bill ; the Colonies 
being in the like circumstances and situation. The last 
clause of this more than diabolical act enables the King to 
appoint Commissioners to grant pardons, and receive the 
submissions of any Province, County, Town, or District. 
I shall make no comments on this act ; it is only a further 
stay in that system of tyranny hitherto pursued by that 

, who, under the influence of a Scotch Junto, no\v 

disgraces the British Throne. 

What measures Congress may pursue in consequence of 
this act, I know not. With me, every idea of reconcilia- 
tion is precluded by the conduct of Great Britain; and 
the only alternative, absolute slavery or independency; the 
latter I have often reprobated, both in publick and private, 
but am now almost convinced the measure is right, and can 
be justified by necessity. 

The gentleman who enclosed the bill to W. 8f M., 
writes, that about twenty-six thousand troops are to be 
employed in America; that a sufficient body of men are to 
defend Boston, while different bodies are to attack Neiv- 
York, Virginia, and South- Carolina ; that Lord Cornwal- 
lis is destined for the last place, with five thousand men, 
and was to sail in January. The gentleman adds, the 
minority gains ground, that some of the Bedford parly had 

deserted, ; that the Scotch faction, headed 

by Sir G. Elliot, ostensibly, and by Lords Bute and Mans- 
field, privately, directed and influence the councils and 
measures of the Court. 

I make no doubt you have heard Mr. Chase is ordered 
to Canada. He sets off in a few days. Mr. Rogers lias 
leave of absence ; should he leave Congress, Maryland 
will be without representation. 1 mention this to show the 
necessity of your requesting Messrs. Johnson and Stone to 
attend. I wrote Mr. Tilghman, but have not any answer. 
Although my private business requires my presence in Ma- 
ryland, I shall not leave this city until a sufficient number 
of my brethren arrive. 

I am, with respect, gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

R. Alexander. 
To the Council of Safety of Maryland. 



GEORGE STRICKER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 
Fredericktown, February 27, 1776. 

Gentlemen: A gentleman in this town having lately 
purchased an assortment of goods, amongst which, (besides a 
sufficient quantity of deep blue broadcloth, from fifteen shil- 
lings to fifteen shillings and six pence per yard, to clothe 
about two hundred men, and six thousand good oiled gun- 
flints,) he has about two hundred of the best kind of French 
match-coat blankets, which he will spare for the County's 
use, at one pound three shillings a pair, that being (he says) 
the price the Province of Pennsylvania allows him for 
them. I should be glad to know whether, or not, I may be 
permitted to purchase a sufficient quantity of the blankets 
for the use of my company at that price, as I know of none 
else here to be had, and the company cannot do without. 
I have purchased cloth for the use of my company, though 
at a higher price than limited; but, as the men are very 
agreeable the overplus should be deducted out of their 
wages, hope you will be kind enough to be answerable for 
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the full amount. 1 have likewise agreed for their breeches, 
and they are all well armed ; and, as their clothes will be 
finished in about a week, nothing will retard our march, 
after the expiration of that time, but the want of blankets. 
I am, honourable gentlemen, with due respect, your 
obliged, humble servant, George Strickeb . 

To the Council of Safety of Maryland. 

To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen of 

the Province of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly, 

met : 
The Petition ofthcCommittee of Inspection for theCounty 
of Bvcks, humbly sheweth: 

That, as a general uneasiness prevails among the Asso- 
ciators in this County, on account of the late Military Re- 
solutions of this honourable House, and many persons have 
signed them under a full persuasion that amendments 
would be made therein ; and as there are many able-bodied 
men, between the age of fifty and sixty years, possessed pf 
large estates, who are entirely exempt from military duty 
and experience, your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that 
the Association may be extended to the age of sixty. 

And as the lax upon the non-Associators is considered 
an equivalent for personal services, and the Associators have 
no compensation for their arms and accoutrements, not to 
mention the dangers they will be exposed to when called 
into actual service, your petitioners pray that an additional 
tax be laid upon the estates of non-Associators proportion- 
ate to the expenses of the Associators, necessarily incurred 
for the general defence of property. 

And as, by marching whole battalions, or companies of 
Militia, large tracts of country will be left destitute of men, 
except those who either hold all resistance unlawful, or 
such as are disaffected to the present measures, your peti- 
tioners, therefore, beg leave to submit it to the consideration 
of the House, whether it would not be better to direct the 
Coloneis to draft from their battalions such number as 
shall, from time to time, be requisite, thereby affording an 
opportunity for those whose circumstances will not always 
admit their going, to get volunteers in their stead, and, at 
the same time, leaving sufficient force in every part of the 
country to quell any local insurrections. 

All which your petitioners humbly pray may be taken 
into the consideration of the House, and such amendments 
made as you, in your wisdom, shall see meet. 

Per order of the Committee : 

Joseph Hart, Chairman. 

In Committee, Bucks-County, February 27, 1776. 



view to the publick service, I flatter myself 1 shall never 
incur the censure of the Congress. 

There is, certainly, nothing more important, in the pre- 
sent circumstances of America, than giving proper encou- 
ragement to the military spirit, inciting a military ardour, 
and recompensing those who have acquitted themselves 
with zeal and valour. On this principle, sir, I take the 
liberty of recommending to the favour of the Congress 
Major Ogden, who was a volunteer with Colonel Arnold 
in his hazardous expedition, who was with him, and re- 
ceived a wound in the attack. This gentleman, by his 
absence, (though he was absent in the service of his coun- 
try,) has been thrown out of the way of promotion in his 
own Province ; but as there are several vacant Lieutenant- 
Colonelcies and Majorities in the New- York battalions, I 
beg leave to recommend him for one of them. 1 have no 
particular connection or intimacy with the gentleman, but, 
merely from a motive of justice, and a conviction that it 
will be proper to reward men of his stamp, I venture on 
(he recommendation. By some unfortunate accident, or 
mistake, a considerable list of meritorious officers, who 
have served the campaign in Canada, are struck out of 
employment. It must be submitted to the justice and wis- 
dom of the Congress, whether it will not be right to reme- 
dy a grievance, before it is loo late, which, neglected, may 
be attended with very bad consequences. 

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient, 

humble servant, ,-, „, „ T ^ 

' Charles L.ee. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire, President of 
the Continental Congress. 

P. S. 1 find myself considerably better since my last, 
and hope to be able to set out in two or three days, though 
I must confess I leave this place in its present state with 
no small anxiety of mind. As there are no measures taken 
for its security, I tremble lest the enemy should take pos- 
session of it. 

You have not favoured me with an answer on the sub- 
ject of Doctor Fague. The gentlemen arrived from Ca- 
nada are of opinion he might be of great service there. I 
should think that if some Jesuit, or religieuse of any other 
order, (but he must be a man of liberal sentiments, enlarged 
mind, and a manifested friend (o civil liberty,) could be 
found out, and sent to Canada, he would be worth batta- 
lions lo us. This thought struck me some time ago, and 
I am pleased to find, from the conversation of Mr. Price 
and his fellow-travellers, that the thought was very far from 
a wild one. Mr. Carroll has a relative, who exactly an- 
swers the description. 



GENERAL LEE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read March 4, 1776.] 

New.York, February 27, 1776. 
Sir: Since I did myself the honour of writing to you 
last, Messrs. Price, Walker, and Bonfield, are arrived from 
Canada, a circumstance which I consider as very fortunate, 
as they are able to give the best intelligence, and commu- 
nicate the necessary lights on the measures to be adopted 
with respect to that country. In consequence of their re- 
presentations, and as the season of the year, and precari- 
ousness of the weather, will admit of no delay, I shall, 
without waiting for orders from the Congress, take the 
liberty to contract immediately for four thousand barrels of 
pork, and a considerable quantity of rum. I have like- 
wise written to General ffooster, ordering him to purchase, 
and grind into flour, twenty thousand bushels of wheat. I 
have, also, engaged a company of carpenters, on terms, as 
it appears to me, very reasonable. The captain is to 
have one dollar per diem, the men half-a-dollar ; but they 
are not only to furnish their own tools, but each man is to 
provide himself with. a gun and bayonet, and act occasion- 
ally as soldiers. Lord Stirling has, at my request, written 
to engage another company, on the same terms, and to con- 
sist of the same number of men, which is twenty-five. As 
these terms are so moderate, and the time so pressing, I 
hope that the Congress will approve of the step. These 
are times when it is impossible, without great danger to the 
publick cause, to wait for formal instructions ; but as 1 shall 
never lake this liberty, unless urged by necessity, and a 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YOBK CONGRESS. 

Albany, February 27, 1776. 

Sir: When an officer has acted with remarkable atten- 
tion and propriety, it becomes a duty in his commander to 
give publick testimony of it. Such has been the conduct 
of Captain Willct, during the last campaign. He is, there 
fore, entitled to the attention of his country. 
I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler, 
To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esquire, President of the New- 
York Congress. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read March 5, 1776.] 

Albany, February 37, 1776. 

Sin : I am honoured with your letter of the 20th, by 
express, advising me of the new arrangement in command. 
I shall ever, sir, be contented to remain where Congress 
thinks I can be of service. My disorder is become very 
alarming to the physicians here, but I do not think that it 
is so dangerous as they imagine ; and I hope a little relax- 
ation from the business of the closet, and a moderate de- 
gree of exercise, will re-establish me tolerably well. 

I shall not be able to leave this until all the troops des- 
tined for Canada are passed, and until the batteaus are 
built at Fort-George, and every thing got into such a 
train as that General Lee's intended military operations in 
Canada may not be retarded, nor the Army suffer for want 
of provisions. 
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The Convention of New-York, in a letter of the 22d, 
advises me that they are unahle to supply me with either 
arms, blankets, or clothing, for Colonel Van Schaack's 
Regiment. I hope I shall be able to equip them, although 
it will be very difficult to procure arms. 

In a letter from the Committee appointed by the New- 
York Convention to convey the heavy cannon destined for 
Ojiebcch, they ask me what shot there is at the posts above. 
1 have answered, " none for the cannon they have in 
charge;" and as they have said nothing about carriages, I 
fear they have not attended to it. I have, therefore, wrote 
them on the subject, that the cannon may not be detained, 
on their arrival here, until the carriages are constructed. 
The best of the common carriages in the country are insuf- 
ficient to transport the least of them. 

There is scarcely pork sufficient to be got on the east 
side of Hudson's River to supply the small quantities in- 
tended to be stored near that river. What is gone to Ca- 
nada, and remains at the posts above, will serve the Army 
but a very short lime ; and no supplies of the meat kind 
can be had, even with hard cash, in Canada, from the be- 
ginning of April until the middle or latter end of Septem- 
ber; hence, a very considerable quantity of provisions will 
be wanted. I shall, therefore, order the Commissary-Ge- 
neral to send for one thousand barrels of pork to New- 
Jersey; but, being apprehensive that the men-of-war will 
not suffer any vessels to pass, I have directed that it should 
be sent by water to Hackensack, from whence I believe 
the traverse to Hudson's River is short, and sloops may 
be sent down to transport it to this place. But as this 
will be far from being a sufficiency, I propose, if agreeable 
to Congress, and that they judge fresh meat cheaper than 
salt pork, (which is very doubtful with me, on account of 
the numbers lost in driving, extra waste in issuing, inc..) 
that a continued supply of cattle should be sent to Onion- 
River, to be from thence conveyed in our vessels and row- 
galleys to St. John's; but not to be put on board at Onion- 
River until there is a fair wind, lest they should suffer in 
the passage. I do not mean that the cattle should be sent 
before there is grass sufficient for their subsistence on the 
road, and sedge, or something, to be got to feed them 
during the passage. 

Since writing the above, I have considered, that as Hud- 
son's River is not yet open, the delay of laying the matter 
about the pork before Congress, for their determination, 
cannot be attended with any evil consequences, and they 
may probably adopt a better mode. If they can give or- 
ders to some person in Jersey to purchase the pork, and 
send it as above, Mr. Peter Zabriskie, of Hackensack, a 
real friend to our cause, might be employed to see it trans- 
ported to Hudson's River. 

Enclose the orders I have issued for regulating the issu- 
ing of provisions. These are, in a great measure, similar 
to those I made on the 20th of July last. An immediate 
punishment on the first offender, will, I hope, have the de- 
sired effect. I shall order a strict watch to be kept, and 
the first Commissary that breaks the orders I will cause to 
be turned out of the employ. 

The best of the balteaumen may be got for three shil- 
lings a day, currency, which is cheaper than to employ sol- 
diers; for, in thirty days, it amounts to only six shillings 
and eight pence more than a soldier's pay and fatigue- 
money, and they will transport nearly double the quantity 
of stores, in the same time, that a like number of men 
would do who are unaccustomed to the business ; and they 
are employed as soon as raised, which will take only four 
or five days. If the Lakes should open before I can hear 
from Congress, I will venture to raise a company of one 
hundred, for I foresee that great quantities of provisions 
must be sent into Canada. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient, humble ser- 

vant ' Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire, Sic. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters, Albany, February 27, 1776. 

Whereas, great abuses have heretofore prevailed, as well 

in the returns made for drawing provisions, and in issuing 

the same, as by embezzlements of those employed in the 

transportation : In order to prevent which for the future, the 



following orders are strictly and minutely to be attended to 
and complied with : The Deputy Commissary-General, 
and his Deputies, to keep exact accounts of all stores, of 
what kind soever, by him or them forwarded from one place 
to another, specifying the particulars sent, the time when, 
the person, or persons, carrying them, delivering, at the 
same time, a copy of such account to the person taking the 
provision, or stores, in charge ; upon the delivery whereof, 
such person shall receive a certificate from the Commissa- 
ry, or person to whom the same was so to have been deli- 
vered ; but, if there shall be a deficiency in any of the 
articles, the Commissary, or person to whom the same 
shall be delivered, shall mark such deficiency on the certi- 
ficate, and charge the person to whose care the provision, 
or stores, had been delivered, with such deficiency, in a 
book to be kept for that purpose, and transmit a monthly 
return thereof to the Deputy Commissary-General, who 
shall immediately send a copy thereof to the Deputy Pay- 
master-General, that he may, and he is hereby required, to 
deduct the amount out of the pay of such person into whose 
care the provisions and stores were delivered : provided, 
always, that if any provisions, or stores, shall be lost by 
unavoidable accidents, and the same can be proved to be 
so, by sworn witnesses, before any officer commanding at 
the post where such provisions, or stores, were intended to 
be sent to, such officer's certificate, with the proofs annex- 
ed, shall be a sufficient voucher to the Commissary to can- 
cel such charge, by writing over against the charge, " Can- 
celled, by order of , commanding here." No pro- 
vision to be issued to any troops, but upon the return, 
signed by the officer commanding a corps, or by the Quar- 
termaster, or by the officer, or non-commissioned officer, 
commanding a parly thereof, when detached. And where- 
as, it has frequently happened that troops, who had been vic- 
tualled at one post to a certain time, and were ordered from 
thence, and removed to another post, before the time to 
which they were victualled was expired, and have, never- 
theless, on their arrival at such post, drawn provisions as 
though they were entitled to it ; to prevent which, when- 
ever any corps moves from one place to another, the com- 
manding officer shall procure a certificate from the Com- 
missary, signifying to what day, inclusive, such corps was 
victualled. The commanding officer of every party shall 
do the same ; and if a detachment is composed of men from 
different corps, and who may be victualled to different days, 
the return shall be made, and the certificate shall specify 
the time to which each was victualled ; and the Commis- 
sary at any post shall revictual such men, unless such cer- 
tificate be produced; but lest, by the negligence of any 
officer in not procuring the certificates, the men should suf- 
fer for want of provisions, and the service be obstructed, the 
Commissary is permitted to victual the corps, or party, and 
to charge the officer commanding therewith, and make re- 
turns, that the same may he deducted out of his pay, as in 
the preceding article : provided that, if such certificate be 
procured and delivered within thirty days after the drawing 
of such provision without certificate, the Commissary shall 
cancel the charge, in manner before directed. Every Com- 
missary to keep the accounts of provision issued to every 
corps, or parts or detachments of corps, separately, that it 
may be readily compared with the monthly returns, as a 
check upon the provision returns. All provision returns, 
or orders to issue provisions, to be by the Commissary num- 
bered and endorsed, with the date, and number of men vic- 
tualled, and carefully filed, to be produced when called for. 
A weekly return to be made to the commander-in-chief of 
the Department, and to the General Officer commanding the 
troops in Canada, of what provisions are in store at every 
place in the Northern Department. The Commissary to 
apply to the commanding officers at every post for working 
parties, to assist in securing the provisions and stores ; and 
such commanding officers are hereby required to give such 
working parties, and offer all kind of assistance in their 
power, to secure the provisions and publick stores. Every 
Commissary in the Northern Department to keep their or- 
ders continually posted up in his issuing-store, that no per- 
son who may be concerned in the execution of them may 
plead ignorance. The officers commanding at the different 
posts to have copies of them posted up in one or more 
publick places about their posts. 

Henry B. Livingston, Aid-de-camp. 
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Estimate showing the value of different species of Provi- 
sions to be given in lieu of another, or the value of one 
specie to be given in lieu of the whole species, accord- 
ing to the bill of fare settled by the honourable the Con- 
tinental Congress, the 9th of November, 1775, viz : 

Two pounds of bread, or flour, and one pound of pork, are 

equal to one ration of all species. 
One pound of bread, or flour, one pound of pork, and two 

pints of peas, are equal to one ration of all species. 
One pound of bread, or flour, twelve ounces of pork, and 

six ounces of butter, are equal to one ration of all species. 
One pound of bread, or flour, one and-a-balf pounds of 

beef, a half-pint of rice, or one pint Indian meal, are 

equal to one ration of all species. 
One pound of bread, or flour, one and-a-half pounds of 

beef, one quart of spruce beer, or cider, or one gill of 

rum, are equal to one ration of all species. 
Five pounds of bread, or flour, are equal to one ration. 
Three pounds of beef are equal to one ration. 
Twenty-eight ounces of pork are equal to one ration. 
Sixteen ounces of butler are equal to one ration. 
One gallon and a half-pint of peas are equal to one ration. 
Four pints of rice are equal to one ration. 
Ei^ht pints of Indian meal are equal to one ration. 



serted the cause and went home last fall, have been pro- 
moted ; in short, the choice of difficulties I have had to 
encounter, has rendered it so very perplexing, that I have 
often been at a loss how to conduct matters. 

As General Schuyler's ill state of health will not permit 
his coming this way, I was in hopes General Lee, or some 
experienced officer, would have been sent to take the com- 
mand here. The service requires a person of greater abili- 
ties and experience than I can pretend to. General Woos- 
ter writes me his intention of coming down here ; I am 
afraid he will not be able to leave Montreal. 

I have the pleasure lo inform you my wound is entirely 
healed, and 1 am able to hobble about my room, though 
my leg is a little contracted and weak. I hope soon to be 
fit for action. We are waiting impatiently, expecting to 
hear of some capital blow being struck with you. 

I beg my compliments to the gentlemen of your family, 
and am, with great respect and esteem, dear General, your 
obedient, and very bumble servant, t> a HNO t D 

To General Washington. 



GENERAL, ARNOLD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Camp before Quebcck, February 27, 1776. 

Dear General: I wrote you the 14th ultimo, of our 
situation and prospects, since which nothing of conse- 
quence has occurred here. The enemy, to the number of 
about five hundred, have twice sallied out at Palace-Gate, 
with design of seizing our field- pieces, near the Nunnery, 
but, on our troops advancing to attack them, they made 
a precipitate retreat under cover of their guns. Deser- 
tions from the garrison are frequent, by which we learn 
they are much distressed for fuel, and must soon burn their 
houses and ships. Two officers taken at St. John's were 
lately sent with a flag to the walls, with a view of getting 
their families at liberty, but were refused admittance, which, 
I am told by several deserters, incensed the inhabitants very 
much, and caused a great uneasiness in the garrison, who, 
I believe, begin to grow heartily tired of salt provisions and 
confinement. We have received a reinforcement of four 
hundred men ; many are daily coining in. 1 hope in the 
course of this month we shall have four or five thousand 
men. I am fearful we shall not be supplied with shot, 
shells, mortars, &c, I am, therefore, preparing ladders for 
an assault if necessary; the extensiveness of their works I 
think will render their defence impracticable. 

I have, this minute, the pleasure of your favour of the 
27th ultimo. 1 am greatly obliged to you for your good 
wishes, and the concern you express for me. Sensible of 
the vast importance of this country, you may be assured 
my utmost exertions will not be wanting lo effect your 
wishes, in adding it to the United Colonies. I am fully of 
your opinion, thai the balance will turn in whose favour it 
belongs. The repeated successes of our raw, undisciplined 
troops, over the flower of the British army; the many 
unexpected and remarkable occurrences in our favour, are 
plain proofs of the overruling hand of Providence, and 
justly demands our warmest gratitude to Heaven, which I 
make no doubt will crown our virtuous efforts with success. 
No doubt Administration will exert themselves in sending a 
large force this way in the spring; but if we are fortunate 
enough to reduce the city before they arrive, I make no 
doubt of keeping it, as we shall have the interest of the 
country in general, to which the raising two regiments of 
Canadians (which Congress have ordered) will not a little 
conduce. 

I am sorry to inform you, notwithstanding every precau- 
tion that could be used, the small-pox has crept in among 
the troops; we have near one hundred men in the Hospi- 
tal ; in general it is favourable, very few have died. I have 
moved the inhabitants of the vicinity of Quebeclc into the 
country, and hope to prevent its spreading any further. 

The severity of the climate, the troops very illy clad, 
and worse paid; the trouble of reconciling matters among 
the inhabitants, and lately an uneasiness among some of 
the New- York, and other officers, who think themselves 
neglected in the new arrangement, while those who de- 



EIJWARD WILLIAMS TO GOVERNOIIR TRUMBULL. 

Hartford, February 27, 1776. 

Sir: I find myself under the necessity of applying to 
you by letter, as the restrictions I am laid under by this 
Committee deprive me at present of a personal interview, 
which I requested on my arrival here near a fortnight ago. 
The artillery, which belonged lo the late garrison at St. 
John's, were, by some mistake, during my absence, sepa- 
rated from Major Preston and the rest of the garrison. 
They are at present dispersed so far beyond the limits as- 
signed to me, that it is out of my power to discharge the 
trust reposed in me as their commanding officer, to see 
them properly taken care of, or to be answerable for their 
good conduct. 

John Miller, rnatross in my company, by trade a car- 
penter, is gone to work at some very considerable distance, 
forty or fifty miles from this place, without the knowledge 
or consent of Lieutenant Smith, who he ought to have ap- 
plied to; nor can any of the gentlemen of this Committee 
inform me whether he obtained a pass from them. Three 
men, billeted at or near Windsor, have sold the new cloth- 
ing, which I had just supplied them with, though they re- 
ceived two months' subsistence at the same time; yet these 
men expect, no doubt, that Government will continue to 
clothe and pay them. These, sir, are grievances which I 
hope you will redress, by ordering, or at least requesting, 
that no person whatever shall purchase any clothing or 
necessaries from a soldier. 

The troops under Major Preston, at Lancaster, being all 
quartered together, are properly inspected and kept in good 
order by their officers ; and as the Artillery now in this Pro- 
vince are under the same capitulation, I must beg of you 
to order them to be billeted within my limits, that I may 
discharge my duty to them, agreeable to the spirit and de- 
sign of the capitulation, which provided for the garrison 
being together. In the mean time I must request your 
leave for Lieutenant Smith and myself, to go to Canaan 
and Salisbury, &z.c, on Monday next, in order to pay the 
men some subsistence, particularly as some of them have 
families and are in want of many necessaries. We shall 
return on Wednesday or Thursday. The orders of Con- 
gress, respecting the limits assigned to us, will not, I appre- 
hend, be infringed by this leave, as that order is general, 
and, consequently, leaves particular exceptions to the judg- 
ment of the Governour. _ 

If you think proper to send me the order for removing 
the men within my limits, I can have it executed while I 
am upon the spot. I have only further to beg the favour 
of you, to send me your leave to come to Lebanon, as soon 
as convenient, as the shortest and easiest, matters become 
long and difficult to settle by letter. 

1 am, sir, your very humble servant, 

Edward Williams. 

To His Excellency Governour Trumbull, at Lebanon. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge, February 27, 1776. 

Dear Sir: Last night I received your favour of the 
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14th instant, by Mr. Bennett, enclosing a general return of 
the artillery and military stores in our possession, in Ca- 
nada. 

It gives me great pleasure lo hear that you are impro- 
ving in your health. Before long I most sincerely hope 
you will be so recovered as to be able to go to the Army in 
Canada, where, 1 am convinced, you are much wanted, and 
would be of the highest service at this important crisis. I 
doubt not of there being a good deal of confusion and dis- 
order in that quarter, which, I flatter myself, would in a great 
measure subside, and be composed by your presence. It 
is natural enough that Mr. Walker's resentment should be 
up for the wrongs he has suffered ; it is incident to huma- 
nity, but yet the passions of individuals ought never to pre- 
vail so far as to injure the state. 

I am sorry to find that the quantity of artillery and mili- 
tary stores is so small and inconsiderable, as appears by the 
return. I had hoped that you were better provided with 
the former, and, also, with much more ammunition than 
you have, particularly powder, and that the distresses no 
where else were equal to mine for want of this capital 
necessary. Would Fortune but give you possession of 
Qiiebeck, then would our wants be mostly supplied; may 
she smile propitious, and your virtuous struggles be crown- 
ed with success. The reduction of this fortress would be 
attended with consequences of the most happy and salutary 
nature to our great cause, and as General Arnold, with a 
handful of men, has been able to maintain the blockade, I 
look forward with pleasing confidence to the day when your 
being properly reinforced, will oblige it to surrender. 

We have just completed a large and strong work on 
Lechmere's Point, opposite to New-Boston, and are about 
to take post on the Heights of Dorchester, with a view of 
drawing the enemy out. These Heights will command a 
large part of the town, and almost the whole harbour, and 
give us an opportunity of distressing the enemy whenever 
we may be properly provided with necessaries for carrying 
on a cannonade and bombardment. If any thing will in- 
duce General Howe to risk an enjjajjement, it will be this. 
I am determined to do every thing in my power to bring 
on one, and that as soon as possible. How far my views 
may be answered, time must determine. 

When I sent Colonel Knox in pursuit of artillery, I did 
not design that you should have been disfurnished ; I only 
meant that he should have brought from Canada such ord- 
nance as you could conveniently spare; but from your let- 
ter and tbcreturn, I am led to think that you are in want. 
J have been informed that General Lee has lately secured 
a large number of heavy cannon and shot that were at Neiv- 
York, from whence, I imagine, you may get a supply of 
what you want, which you cannot be supplied with else- 
where. If you will acquaint me, I will most readily give 
you every assistance in my power, and deem myself happy 
if I can contribute to relieve your necessities in any man- 
ner. 

I am, dear sir, with great regard, your affectionate, hum- 
ble servant, r, „ r 

' George Washington. 

To the Honourable General Schuyler. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO GENERAL WOOSTER. 

Cambridge February 27, 1776. 

Sir : I have it in command from his Excellency General 
Washington to acquaint you that the Indians, who were 
lately here from Canada, are very much dissatisfied that 
Mr. St. Luke La Corne, is suffered to be at liberty; he is, 
by all accounts, a dangerous person, therefore, think it will 
be better for our own safety, and to quiet the minds of the 
Indians, to have that gentleman sent out of that Province. 
Your compliance herewith will be pleasing to his Excel- 
lency, and he is strongly of opinion will be of very great 
service to the American cause. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble 

servant ' Stephen Moylan, P. T. S. 

To General fVooster. 



COLONEL PATRICK HENRY S RESIGNATION. 

Williamsburgh, Virginia, March 1, 1776. 

Yesterday morning the troops in this city being informed 



that Patrick Henry, Esq., Commander-in-chief of the Vir- 
ginia Forces, resigned his commission the day preceding, 
{February 28th,) and was about to leave them, the whole 
went into mourning, and, under arms, waited on him at his 
lodgings, when they addressed him in the following man- 
ner : 

" To Patrick Henry, Jun., Esq.: 

" Deeply impressed with a grateful sense of the obliga- 
tions we lie under to you, for the polite, humane, and ten- 
der treatment manifested to us throughout the whole of your 
conduct, while we had the honour of being under your 
command, permit us to offer you our sincere thanks, as the 
only tribute we have in our power to pay to your real 
merits. 

" Notwithstanding your withdrawing yourself from the 
service fills us with the most poignant sorrow, as it at once 
deprives us of our father and General, yet, as gentlemen, 
we are compelled to applaud your spirited resentment to 
the most glaring indignity. May your merit shine as con- 
spicuous to the world in general as it hath done to us, and 
may Heaven shower its choicest blessings upon you. 

"Williamsburgh, February 29, 1776." 

To which he returned the following Answer: 
" Gentlemen : I am extremely obliged to you for your 
approbation of my conduct. Your Address does me the 
highest honour. This kind of testimony of your regard to 
me would have been an ample reward for services much 
greater than I have had the power to perform. I return 
you, and each of you, gentlemen, my best acknowledg- 
ments, for the spirit, alacrity, and zeal, you have constant- 
ly shown in your several stations. I am unhappy to part 
with you. 1 leave the service, but I leave my heart with 
you. May God bless you, and give you success and safe- 
ty, and make you the glorious instruments of saving our 
country." 

After the Officers had received Colonel Henry's kind 
answer to their Address, they insisted upon his dining with 
them, at the lialeigh Tavern, before his departure, and 
after dinner a number of them proposed escorting him out 
of town, but were prevented by some uneasiness getting 
among the soldiery, who assembled in a tumultuous man- 
ner and demanded their discharge, and declaring their un- 
willingness to serve under any other commander. Upon 
which Colonel Henry found it necessary to stay a night 
longer in town, which he spent in visiting the several bar- 
racks, and used every argument in his power with the 
soldiery to lay aside their imprudent resolution, and to con- 
tinue in the service, which he had quitted from motives in 
which his honour, alone, was concerned, and that, although 
he was prevented from serving his country in a military 
capacity, yet his utmost abilities should ever be exerted for 
the real interest of the United Colonies, in support of the 
glorious cause in which they hadengaged. This, accom- 
panied with the extraordinary exertions of Colonel Chris- 
tian, and the other officers present, happily produced the 
desired effect, the soldiers reluctantly acquiescing. And 
we have now the pleasure to assure the publick that those 
brave fellows are now pretty well reconciled, and will spend 
the last drop of their blood in their country's defence. 

Address to Patrick Henry, Jun., Esq., late Command- 
er-in-chief of the Virginia Forces. 

Sir: Deeply concerned for the good of our country, we 
sincerely lament the unhappy necessity of your resigna- 
tion, and with all the warmth of affection assure you, that 
whatever may have given rise to the indignity lately offer- 
ed to you, we join with the general voice of the people, 
and think it our duty to make this publick declaration of 
our high respect for your distinguished merit. To your 
vigilance and judgment, as a Senator, this United Conti- 
nent bears ample testimony, while she prosecutes her steady 
opposition to those destructive Ministerial measures which 
your eloquence first pointed out and taught to resent, and 
your resolution led forward to resist. To your extensive 
popularity the service, also, is greatly indebted for the ex- 
pedition with which the troops were raised ; and while they 
were continued under your command, the firmness, candour, 
and politeness, which formed the complexion of your con- 
duct towards them, obtained the signal approbation of the 
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wise and virtuous, and will leave upon our minds the most 
grateful impression. 

Although retired from the immediate concerns of war, 
we solicit the continuance of your kindly attention. We 
know your attachment to the best of causes ; we have the 
fullest confidence in your abilities, and in the rectitude of 
your views, and, however willing the envious may be to 
undermine an established reputation, we trust the day will 
come when justice shall prevail, and thereby secure you 
an honourable and happy return to the glorious employ- 
ment of conducting our councils and hazarding your life in 
the defence of your country. 

With the most grateful sentiments of regard and esteem, 
we are, sir, very respectfully, your most obliged and obe- 
dient, humble servants. 

Signed by upwards of ninety Officers, at Kemi's 
Landing, Suffolk, and Williamsburgh. 

Williamsburgb, March 9, 177G. 

The following is an exact copy of the Commission sent 
from the General Congress to the Committee of Safety, 
appointing Colonel Henry to the command of the First 
Regiment or Battalion in this Colony taken upon the Conti- 
nental establishment, agreeable to the requisition of the last 
Convention. 

In Congress. 

The Delegates of the United Colonies of New-Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Islant», Con- 
necticut, New- York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
the Counties of New-Castle, Kent, and Sussex, on 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, and Georgia, to Patrick Henry, 
Esquire. 

We, reposing especial trust and confidence in your pa- 
triotism, valour, conduct, and fidelity, do by these presents 
constitute and appoint you to be Colonel of the First Bat- 
talion of Virginia Forces, in the Army of the United Co- 
lonies, raised for the defence of American liberty, and for 
repelling every hostile invasion thereof. You are, there- 
fore, carefully and diligently to discharge the duty of Colo- 
nel, by doing and performing all manner of things thereunto 
belonging. And we do strictly charge and require all offi- 
cers and soldiers under your command to be obedient to 
your orders as Colonel, and you are to observe and follow 
such orders and directions, from time to time, as you shall 
receive from this or a future Congress of the United Colo- 
nies, or Committee of Congress for that purpose appointed, 
or Commander-in-chief (for the time being) of the Army 
of the United Colonies, or any other superior officer, ac- 
cording to the rules and discipline of war, in pursuance of 
the trust reposed in you. This commission to continue in 
force until revoked by this or a future Congress. 

By order of the Congress : 

John Hancock, President. 
Attest: Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, February 13, 1776. 

Williamsburgh, March 15, 1776. 

I am informed a report is prevailing throughout the Co- 
lony that the Committee of Safety were the cause of Colo- 
nel Henry's resigning the command of his battalion, which 
it is supposed hath received confirmation from the Address 
of the Officers to that gentleman, in which they speak of a 
glaring indignity having been offered him, if it was not whol- 
ly derived from that source. That the good people of the 
country may be truly informed in this matter, the following 
state of facts is submiited, without comment, to the impar- 
tial judgment of the publick : 

As soon as the last Convention had voted the raising 
seven new battalions of troops, besides augmenting the old 
ones, the Committee of Safety informed our Delegates to 
Congress of that vote, desiring they would use their best 
endeavours to have the whole supported at Continental 
expense ; in answer to which a letter was received from 
the Delegates, dated the 30th of December, of which the 
following is an extract : 

" The resolutions of Congress for taking our six addi- 
tional (they would not agree to take the other two) batta- 
lions into Continental pay, and for permitting any exporta- 
tion for supplying our countrymen with salt, are enclosed." 



It was supposed, from hence, an intention prevailed in 
Congress to pass by the two old battalions and take six of 
the new ones into Continental pay, which, as it was said 
those officers would take precedency of Provincial ones of 
equal rank, was generally thought wrong, since it would 
degrade the officers of the first two battalions ; and, to 
avoid this, the Convention came to a Resolution the 10th 
January, of which the following is part : 

" Should the Congress adhere to their resolution of 
taking into Continental pay no more than six battalions, let 
it be earnestly recommended to them to suffer our two pre- 
sent battalions (to be completed as before-mentioned) to 
stand first in the arrangement, since otherwise the officers 
first appointed by this Convention, most of whom have al- 
ready gone through a laborious and painful service, will be 
degraded in their ranks, and there is too much reason to 
apprehend that great confusion will ensue." 

The worthy gentleman (not a member of the Committee 
of Safety) who proposed this Resolution, informed the Con- 
vention he had consulted some of the officers of the First 
Regiment, who wished to have their rank preserved, though 
it was foreseen the pay would be reduced. 

The Committee of Safety, in a letter to the Delegates, 
dated the 25th of January, enclosing this Resolution, thus 
write : 

" You have a list of the Field-Officers, as they stand 
recommended, and we doubt not receiving their commis- 
sions in the like order, with blanks for the proper number 
of Captains and Subalterns. If, however, the resolution of 
Congress should be unalterably fixed to allow us but six 
battalions, you will please to attend to that part of the re- 
solve which recommends their being the first six, as a point 
of great consequence to our harmony, which may be in- 
volved in the good of the common cause." 

The Committee of Safety afterwards received the com- 
missions (wholly filled up) for the Field-Officers of six 
battalions, in the rank they stood recommended by the 
Convention, beginning with Colonel Henry, and ending 
with Colonel Buckner, of the Sixth Battalion, with direc- 
tions to delivef them. Colonel Henry was accordingly 
offered his commission, which he declined accepting, and 
retired without assigning any reasons. 

As to (he General Officers, the Convention left them 
entirely to the choice of the Congress, without recommend- 
ation, nor did the Committee of Safety at all intermeddle 

in that choice. A r, t< „„ 

A b riend to Iruth. 



The Address of the Officers to Colonel Henry, and the 
Colonel's reply, has led some of our enemies to hope there 
would be a great discontent in the Army, by which our 
military operations would be retarded, and that there would 
be a considerable murmuring against the Congress; but 
they are much mistaken. It is true, the officers and sol- 
diers were very unhappy at parting with so amiable a com- 
mander as Colonel Henry, and might be a little imprudent 
in some expressions on the occasion; but there is not a 
man of them who is not so warmly attached to the glori- 
ous cause he is engaged in, as to serve with alacrity under 
any commander, rather than it should suffer ; and Colonel 
Henry, himself, is a gentleman of so much honour, and so 
true a patriot, that he never will countenance a murmur 
against the Congress; nay, so far from it, that it is highly 
probable he will soon be found in that august assembly, 
urging, with his powerful eloquence, the necessity of pro- 
secuting the war with redoubled vigour. 

I am a sincere friend to the Congress and Colonel Henry. 



AN HONF.ST FARMER TO MR. PURTJIE. 

I was not surprised to see, in your last week's Gazette, 
the resignation of P. Henry, Esq., late Commander-in- 
chief of all the Virginia Forces, and Colonel of the First 
Regiment. From that great man's amiable disposition, 
his invariable perseverance in the cause of liberty, we ap- 
prehend that envy strove to bury in obscurity his martial 
talents, fettered and confined, with only an empty title, the 
mere echo of authority, his superior abilities lay inactive, 
nor could be exerted for his honour or his country's good. 

Virginia may truly boast, that in him she finds the able 
statesman, the soldier's father, the best of citizens, and 
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liberty's dear friend ; clad with innocence, as in a coat of 
mail, he is proof against every serpentile whisper. The 
officers and soldiers, who know him, are riveted to his bo- 
som: when he speaks, all is silence; when he orders, they 
cheerfully obey; and in the field, under so sensible, so 
prudent an officer, though hosts oppose them, with shouts 
they meet their armed foe, the sure presages of victory and 
success. 

Let us, my countrymen, with grateful hearts, remember 
that he carried off the standard of liberty, and defeated 
Grenville in his favourite Stamp Act. 

An Honest Farmer. 

cato to messrs. dixon and hunter. 

Gentlemen : For any man, or body of men, to fling 
out general reflections in common newspapers, with an in- 
tention to degrade the characters of gentlemen acting in 
publick stations, is as unmanly as it is disingenuous. True, 
genuine honour revolts against such conduct ; it abhors 
general accusations, which do not discriminate the persons 
accused, or point out the crimes for which they are to 
answer. Such accusations are scarcely to be met with in 
history of the most barbarous nations ; they expose the 
innocent to the malevolence of the ill-natured, crafty, and 
designing, and are repugnant to the great duties of moral 
obligation. 

I was led, Mr. Printers, into this way of thinking upon 
reading two Addresses from some officers to Colonel Hen- 
ry, published in Purdie's paper, containing many severe 
and general censures, without distinguishing the persons for 
whom they were intended. As Colonel Henri/, in his an- 
swer to the first Address, has not attempted to remove 
these censures, but seems to admit them to be just, I have 
taken the liberty to lay before the publick a fair and can- 
did detail of facts, relative to Colonel Henry's appointment 
as an officer to command in our military establishment, and 
leave it to the publick to determine whether these censures 
are just or not. 

1 have no inclination to enter into a literary controversy ; 
I am willing to give honour to whom honour is due, but I 
disdain to become the sycophanlick flatterer, or to heap 
commendations upon any man when I am convinced lie 
does not deserve them, especially, when such commenda- 
tions may be disadvantageous to the true interest of my 
country. 

The Convention, which met at Richmond in July last, 
passed an ordinance for raising and embodying a sufficient 
force for the defence and protection of this Colony. By 
this ordinance two regiments of regular forces were to be 
raised, each regiment to be commanded by a Colonel, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, and a Major, who were to be appoint- 
ed by the General Convention. The other officers were 
to be appointed by the Committees of the several districts 
into which the ordinance divided the Colony. Besides 
these two regiments of regular forces, Minute battalions, 
consisting of five hundred men each, were to be raised in 
the several districts, to be commanded by proper officers 
appointed by the District Committees; the Militia of the 
several Counties were to be new regulated, under officers 
to be appointed by the Committees of the Counties. 

Agreeable to the direction of the ordinance, the Conven- 
tion proceeded to the appointment of field-officers to com- 
mand the two regiments, and determined the choice should 
be made by ballot. Mr. Patrick Henry, Mr. Hugh Mer- 
cer, Mr. Thomas Nelson, and Mr. William Woodford, 
were severally recommended to be Colonel of the First 
Regiment. It was objected to Mr. Henry, that his studies 
had been directed to civil and not to military pursuits; 
that he was totally unacquainted with the art of war, and 
had no knowledge of military discipline; and that such a 
person was very unfit to be at the head of troops who were 
likely to be engaged against a well disciplined army, com- 
manded by experienced and able Generals. These objec- 
tions were answered by one gentleman, who said, that Mr. 
Henry solicited the appointment, which he supposed Mr. 
Henry would not have done if he did not think himself 
qualified to command. Mr. Mercer was objected to for 
being a North-Briton. In answer to this objection, it was 
admitted that Mr. Mercer was born in Scotland, but that 
he came to America in his early years, and had constantly 



resided in it from his first coming over ; that his family, and 
all his other connexions were in this Colony ; that he had 
uniformly distinguished himself a warm and firm friend to 
the rights of America; and what was of principal conside- 
ration, that he possessed great military, as well as literary 
abilities. Mr. Nelson acknowledged Mr. Mercer's military 
abilities, declared he would not oppose his appointment, 
and hoped that he himself should not be voted for. iMr. 
Woodford, who was not at that time of the Convention, 
spoke very largely without doors in favour of Mr. Mercer, 
declared he was willing to serve under him, as he knew 
him to be a fine officer. 

Upon examining the votes in the ballot-box, the num- 
bers appeared as follows : For Hugh Mercer, Esq., forty- 
one ; for Patrick Henry, Esq., forty; for Thomas Nelson, 
Esq., eight ; and for William Woodford, Esq., one. But 
as the number of votes upon the ballot, for Mr. Mercer, 
were not a majority of the whole House, the question, ac- 
cording to rule established by the Convention, was then 
put, whether Mr. Mercer or Mr. Henry, upon whom the 
greatest numbers fell, should be appointed to command the 
said regiment, when a small majority appeared in favour 
of Mr. Henry ; and, thereupon, it was resolved that the said 
Mr. Henry be appointed Colonel of the First Regiment. 

Mr. Henry being thus appointed to the command of the 
First Regiment, and the other officers chosen according to 
the direction of the ordinance, a Committee was appointed 
to draw up and report proper forms of commissions to be 
granted for the officers of the regular forces, Minute batta- 
lions, and Militia. This Committee did not make their 
report till the last day of the session, when the House, was 
very thin, and only fifty-five members present. The com- 
mission reported by them, as proper to be granted to the 
Colonel of the First Regiment, began with the following 
preamble: " Whereas, by a resolution of the Delegates of 
this Colony, in Convention assembled, it was determined, 
that you, the said Patrick Henry, Esq., should be Colonel 
of the First Regiment of Regulars, and Commander-in- 
chief of all the Forces to be raised for the protection and 
defence of this Colony." This was certainly a mistake in 
the Committee, as no determination of the Convention had 
appointed him Commander-in-chief of all the Forces to be 
raised for the defence of the Colony, but only Colonel of' 
the First Regiment. Whether this mistake was attended 
to by the Convention when the report was made, I do not 
pretend to know ; but let that be as it may, these words 
could not give him any other command than that of Com- 
mander-in-chief of the two regiments, and of such detach- 
ments from the Minute battalions and Militia as should be 
directed by the Convention, or Committee of Safety, to act 
in conjunction with them, according to the express provi- 
sion of the ordinance by which they were to be raised, 
and the express declaration of his commission. The com- 
mission itself makes this evident, as it requires him to pay 
due obedience to all orders and instructions which frpm 
time to time he should receive from the Convention, or 
Committee of Safety appointed and empowered during the 
recess of the Convention, to superintend and direct the 
military operations for the defence and protection of the 
Colony, and this commission was to be held by him during 
the pleasure of the Convention, and no longer. 

The last Convention judged it necessary to augment the 
two regiments to ten companies each, and to raise six new 
regiments for the defence of the Colony, each consisting of 
ten companies, besides a battalion of five hundred men, to 
be stationed at the Eastern- Shore ; the whole to be com- 
manded by a Major-General and two Brigadier-Generals, 
who were to be appointed by Congress. The great ex- 
pense which would necessarily be incurred if so lar^e a 
force, exclusive of the Minute and Militia establishment, 
were kept tip and maintained by the Colony, determined 
the Convention to direct their Delegates at the General 
Congress to endeavour to have them put upon the Conti- 
nental establishment. In answer to this requisition the Dele- 
gates informed the Convention, that " the Congress agreed 
to take the six new additional battalions into Continen- 
tal pay, but would not take the two old ones ;" and that 
" Continental officers were to have the command of Pro- 
vincial officers of equal rank, whenever they might happen 
to act together." When this information from our Dele- 
gates in General Congress was taken under the considera- 
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tion of tlie Convention, they directed the Committee of 
Safety to inform them, among other important matters, that 
it be earnestly recommended to the Congress, that should 
they adhere to their resolution of taking into Continental 
pay no more than six battalions, to suffer the two old re- 
giments to stand first in the arrangement ; since otherwise 
the officers of those regiments would be degraded in their 
ranks. This requisition of the Convention arose princi- 
pally from an information given them by some of their 
members, that the officers of the two old regiments were 
much dissatisfied with the resolution of the Congress for 
refusing to take their regiments upon the Continental es- 
tablishment, which would occasion them to lose their rank 
when acting in conjunction with Continental officers. 

As the Convention made no doubt but that this requisi- 
tion would be complied with by the Congress, they declar- 
ed, in their ordinance for raising an additional number of 
forces for the defence and protection of this Colony, " that 
all commissions granted by the Committee of Safety, in 
pursuance of the said, or a former ordinance of Convention, 
to any regular officer, should be void as soon as such officer, 
or any other in his stead, should be appointed or commis- 
sioned by the General Congress; and that the pay of every 
such officer should, from the time of such appointment, and 
notice thereof, given to the Committee of Safety, be the 
same as was settled by the General Congress. 
. Upon the 25th of February, the Committee of Safety 
received a packet from the Delegates in Congress, enclos- 
ing commissions for the officers of the six regiments the 
Congress had agreed to take upon the Continental esta- 
blishment, of which the old regiments were two. Those 
to the Field-Officers were completely filled up, the others 
for the Captains and inferior officers were left blank, to 
be filled up by the Committee of Safety. Colonel Henry 
being appointed by one of those commissions to the com- 
mand of the First Regiment, the Committee informed him 
thereof in a polite letter, and that they were ready to deli- 
ver him his commission, whenever he should think proper 
to call for it. In consequence of this letter, Colonel Henry 
came to the Committee, and the President delivered him 
the commission, which, after reading, he returned to the 
President, and declared that he would not accept of it, but 
gave no reasons for his refusal, and immediately left the 
Committee. 

Thus, Mr. Printers, I have given you an honest detail 
of the publick proceedings, so far as they relate to Colonel 
Henry, from his first appointment to the command of the 
First Regiment to his refusal of the Continental commis- 
sion, appointing him to the same command, according to 
the desire and resolution of the Convention ; and I protest 
I cannot discover any thing invidious in these proceedings, 
or that the least indignity has been offered to Colonel 
Henry's honour. But I will make no reflections : I sub- 
mit what I have said to the determination of the impartial 
publick. Cato. 



CAPTAINS KENT AND HENRY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF 

SAFETY. 

Head-Quarters, Northampton Court-House, Virginia, ) 

February 28, 1776. $ 

Honourable Gentlemen : Your much esteemed favour 
of the 14th instant is now before us, the contents of which 
has given much satisfaction to us, and our companies in 
general. The company from Kent County arrived here the 
12th, and the company from Queen Anne's on the 14th 
instant, in good health and spirits. 

Sunday night last a schooner that lay in Hunger's Creek, 
loaded with provision, was taken possession of by thirteen 
Negroes, who attempted to make their escape to Lord Dun- 
more, but the next morning she was pursued by a whale boat, 
which overhauled her upon York-Spit, and returned with 
her Monday night ; the Negroes are now under guards. 
This is the only remarkable circumstance that has happen- 
ed since our arrival here. 

We have not heard what officer is to take the command 
over us; the Field -Officers of the Regulars raised m Acco- 
mack and this County are on the Western-Shore, but ex- 
pected over every day. The Militia and Regulars here 
are in a very defenceless state, and see no anxiety among 
them to gel either disciplined or accoutred. The resolve 
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under which we marched mentioned our coming to the 
assistance of the inhabitants of Accomack and Northampton 
Counties ; but, we are persuaded, should we have an en- 
gagement at this time, we should have but little assistance 
from them, but hope in a few days some companies will 
arrive from the Western- Shore. General Clinton's arrival 
at Norfolk, with one thousand troops, we imagine you are 
informed of. 

It is said Dunmore has many friends in this place, though 
the complexion of the Tories, (we are told,) changed much 
on our arrival here; however, we can say with truth, that 
we were received here with every mark of esteem and 
friendship, and the Committee has spared no pains to pro- 
cure us comfortable quarters. We beg leave to observe, 
your wish for our continuing here the time mentioned by the 
Convention, although we had enrolled only to serve till the 
1st of March ; what you have said on this head, and putting 
it in our power to draw on the Treasurer for money to pay 
wages, we hope will have a good effect with the companies, 
but could wish the Convention had recommended our stay- 
ing the time mentioned, rather than ordered. The 1st of 
March is very near, when we expect a few must return 
home from necessity. As each company has brought a 
physician with them from home, which we every day find 
useful and necessary, hope some provision may be made 
for them, otherwise they must be considerably out of pocket, 
as they have been, and must be, until their return home, at 
their own expense, besides finding all the medicines and 
instruments necessary. And as you request the companies 
to return in a body to their respective Counties, hope some 
money will be paid us to defray the expense of our march 
back. Though one of our companies was only fifteen, and 
the other twelve days on their march to this place, yet the 
one hundred pounds received of the Treasurer was expend- 
ed, and our Commissary not prepared to receive us, which 
much distressed us for a few days. If an opportunity offers 
to this place, should be glad to be furnished with the Con- 
tinental regulations relative to wages and victualling, the 
latter of which our Commissary either does not, or pre- 
tends not to know any thing about. We shall endeavour 
whilst here to give all the satisfaction we can to the inha- 
bitants of this place, as far as is consistent with our duty; 
but more particularly the Province to which we belong, and 
shall cheerfully obey every command of our Representa- 
tives, as far as can be done by a people who are determin- 
ed to preserve their liberties; and hope the conduct of our 
companies this campaign will not reflect dishonour, either 
on the Province to which they belong, or themselves. 

We are, with every mark of esteem and respect, gentle- 
men, your obedient, humble servants, 

James Kent, 
William Henry. 
To the Council of Safety of Maryland. 



president of congress to general lee. 

Philadelphia, February 28, 1776. 

Sir: Your letter of 22d instant has been duly received, 
and referred to a Committee of Congress, who have not 
yet reported thereupon. 

As soon as the Congress have come to a determination 
I shall do myself the pleasure to communicate the same to 
you. In the mean while I am directed to desire you not 
to set out for Canada, until you receive further orders from 
Congress. 

I have the honour to be, sir, your obedient, humble ser- 

' John Hancock, President. 

To Major-General Lee. 

PLAIN HINTS ON THE CONDITION OF THE COLONIES. 
Philadelphia, February 28, 1776. 

Nothing can be more surprising than the great chain of 
events which have taken place in the American Colonies 
within the small compass of a few years. Possibly no in- 
stances occur in the history of mankind in which the uni- 
versal opinion has been more frequently opposed. It is no 
wonder, then, that we now find ourselves at a loss, and un- 
certain where to fix. That the King can do no wrong; that 
the interests of Great Britain and the Colonies were the 
same, reciprocal and inseparable ; that she could not injure 
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Us' without injuring herself, and, therefore, we were safe; 
that she was a tender parent, in whom we might confide 
implicitly; that she was the grand support of freedom and 
the Protestant religion ;. that the King was imposed upon 
by his Ministers; that a change in Administration would 
rectify evils complained of; that the abilities and weight of 
•our friends in Parliament would prevent extremities; that 
our friends throughout the nation would return a better Par- 
liament than the last ; that the act declaring their right to 
tax us, in all cases whatever, would not be carriecl T into exe- 
cution, but remain a harmless letter ; that the several repeals 
and seeming alterations in their plan of conduct, proved a 
relinquishment of any evil intentions; that the power of 
Britain was such as we could not oppose through one sin- 
gle campaign ; that our Provincial troops could not face the 
regularity and discipline of British forces ; that we have 
no resources to carry on a war ; that jealousies and oppo- 
sition of interests would ever prevent a junction of the Co- 
lonies. These, and a thousand other opinions in succession 
have taken full possession of us ; and after a little while we 
have found ourselves obliged to relinquish them. They 
were the grafts which might be expected to grow from that 
attachment to, and veneration for, the idea we had been 
taught to form of the wisdom, justice, and tenderness of 
Britain. It has, also, been supposed, that we are so con- 
nected with, and dependant on Great Britain, that repeat- 
ed injuries committed with an avowed intent to do them, 
and more, and that plundering, murder, executions, and 
conflagration, in short, that all the havock of halters, fire, 
sword, and famine, cannot destroy the debt of gratitude 
and justice we owe to that state, or make it our interest to 
dissolve the connection. 

Let us examine this matter : Possibly the facts on which 
this opinion is founded may bear the inquiry not much bet- 
ter than the facts referred to above. 

It is said we are indebted to Great Britain for the set- 
tlements of the Colonies. The truth is, when they were 
discovered it was the effect of accident, concurring with the 
disposition of the hardy adventurer. The settlement was 
made by persons who had no great reason to be obliged to 
King or Parliament ; they were persecuted at home, and 
retired from mankind to a wilderness : There they suffered 
much, and risked all. If they obtained grants from the 
King, it could only be of security from further oppressions 
of his hand ; more he could not grant ; even this was for a 
while refused. The land was inhabited by Natives to whom 
God had given the property and dominion : Of these Natives 
the property was bought by the settlers, who cleared the 
country, cultivated the soil, and grew and prospered in the 
arts and in Government, without any expense to the King, 
or Parliament of Britain. It is said we are indebted to 
Great Britain for protection from our foes. It should be 
said, we have to charge Britain with all the foes and wars 
we ever had. In the infancy of the Colonies they were 
thought of little value, not worth contending for. The very 
settling of them has been treated with neglect and contempt. 
Then they were in no danger. When their consequence 
afterwards became more apparent, and, indeed, from their 
first origin to the present time, they have been so much 
advanced in population, wealth, and every advantage, as to 
be under no apprehensions from any of their neighbours: 
And had they, at any intermediate period, extended their 
trade generally to all parts of Europe, it is possible that the 
interest of every part in our commerce, might have pre- 
vented any one Power from oppressing or injuring us ; even 
Britain herself would have found it her interest to protect 
our peace and trade. But our forefathers were fond of the 
pageantry of a King, and attached to the country that gave 
them birth. They chose the King of England to be their 
supreme head, and flattered themselves, that though they 
were persecuted at home, yet, that he would leave to them 
peace, liberty, and safety, in the wilderness. Thus we have 
been involved in every British war. Even a dispute in 
Hanover was sufficient to deluge America in blood ; and 
till the year 1756, no war had any particular reference in 
its principles to American interests ; nor ought we to be 
charged even with that. However, the Parliament of Bri- 
tain has done us the justice to acknowledge we then over- 
did our proportion, and they have refunded accordingly. 
In all instances our coasts have by them been left unguard- 
ed, and our frontiers defenceless. When France and Spain 



scoured our shores because we were connected with Bri- 
tain, we have been left without a single ship-of-war. When 
we trafficked with the Indians back for their land, or for 
peace, or repelled their incursions, it was at our own ex- 
pense, though in many cases they were set on us by the 
foes of Britain. Shall any commercial advantages which 
we have enjoyed be urged as a ground of gratitude or re- 
tribution ? Let the most zealous advocate for continual 
dependance on Britain point out a single instance of pre- 
ference given by that Court to the American trade if he 
can ; and while he hunts the rusty records in vain for any 
such, let him not turn over unnoticed the numberless acls 
passed to, restrict our free commerce, to clog with imposi- 
tions and duties, to discourage manufacturers and employ- 
ments for our poor, and to give advantages, at our cost, to 
the lordly West- Indians. In a few words, the Colonies 
have paid more to Britain in a course of trade, by giving 
a greater price for goods of inferior value, Sic, than if they 
had gone to other European markets, than any claims the 
British partisan can feign. 

It is said, that under this connection and dependance we 
have grown and thriven. That we have thriven amazingly 
is true. The present state of these Colonies is the admira- 
tion of all who have given attention to the progress of man- 
kind, of arts and sciences. But was it because our trade 
was restricted? Was it because we have never, as men, 
had the full improvement of our lands and properly in our 
power? Was it because, as societies, or Governments, we 
had not the full and complete powers of legislation among 
ourselves? Let this account be fairly stated. Let us only 
make an experiment of an open trade, for half the time we 
have shackled ourselves with confinement to, as it were, 
one port. Let us try what improvements we may be drawn 
into by a general correspondence with the whole world, with 
people who will require from us every different article our 
lands, our different climates, can produce ; and from whom 
may be had directly, at first hand, every thing requisite for 
us. Let us have access to the lowest and best market for 
every commodity. Let this be the case, but for half the 
time the Colonies have already existed, and the doubts and 
struggles too, concerning independence, will be at an end. 
Let all those people who are now groaning under oppres- 
sion and poverty, in Europe, know that America is become 
an asylum for the injured, and is capable of giving encour- 
agement to the industrious and skilful in every art and 
business of life, and, perhaps, the most sanguine expecta- 
tions would fall vastly short of the multitude of honest, 
active, and ingenious citizens who would in a few years 
flock into this country. America has been hitherto little 
known abroad. Even our brethren in Britain, whom we 
left but a few years ago, and with whom we have a constant 
intercourse, know but little of us and our situation. The 
other parts of Europe must have been inconceivably less 
acquainted with it. The case is now greatly altered. Our 
late transactions have attracted the attention even of the 
common people of most of the European States ; the lovers 
of liberty abroad have their eyes turned towards us ; even 
to the head of the Bhine, it is said, they applaud our vir- 
tuous efforts, and wish us success. The fruits of our suc- 
cess they will wish with us to enjoy. A free and general 
intercourse will throw the doors of information and oppor- 
tunity open. Possibly it might not totally depopulate the 
old world, but, without a doubt, it would multiply the mil- 
lions now in this new one. Let it be granted we have 
grown under the connection and dependance contended 
for; are we, therefore, involved in a debt even of grati- 
tude? Be it so: What obligations then is Britain under 
to us? Our connection with them has been acknowledged 
to be of the utmost consequence to their trade, to their 
well-being. This is the language of their best writers on 
commerce, and of almost every act of Parliament in which 
America is mentioned. Before they had Colonies, what 
was their fleet? How great was their dependance on other 
nations for the most necessary articles to carry on a war, 
even for their own defence, and for their manufactories ? 
It has been said by themselves, that one person in Ame- 
rica, supported four in Britain. Allow one in Britain to 
be supported by every person in America, and so striking 
an instance cannot be named in which we have received 
benefits from her. It is not necessary to depreciate the ad- 
vantages derived from the connection ; let it only be under- 
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stood, that they have been reciprocal, and at least equal on 
the part of Britain. This destroys the idea of any debt or 
any duty. As of inferiors, if a religious submission to this 
connection has rendered our growth and prosperity Jess 
flourishing, than they would have been in a general con- 
nection, it can only be compared to the situation of a tree 
in a little earth between two rocks, which, though it looks 
fair, and grows to a certain size, yet, had it been able to 
spread its roots, and imbibe the nourishment of an extend- 
ed soil, might soon become the largest tree of the forest. 

A. B. 



SPEECH QF A FARMER TO AN ASSEMBLY OF HIS NEIGHBO.UnS 
OF PHILADELPHIA COUNTY, ON HIS ENRAGING IN THE 
CONTINENTAL SERVICE. 

My Friends and Countrymen: 

I have observed that some of you are a little surprised 
that I, with so many inducements as I have to remain at 
home, should have resolved to quit my family and my farm 
for the fatigues and dangers of war. I mean you should 
be perfectly satisfied as to my motives. I am an Ameri- 
can, and am determined to be free. I was born free, and 
have never forfeited my birthright ; nor will I ever, like the 
infatuated son of Isaac, sell it for a mess of pottage. I will 
part with my life sooner than with my liberty ; for I prefer 
an honourable death to the miserable and despicable ex- 
istence of slavery. 

The tyrant who would rob me of my property, because 
he thinks he has use for it and is able to take it from rne, 
would as soon, for the same reason, rob me of my life, if 
it stood in his way. But it is God Almighty who gave me 
my life, and my property as a necessary means, among 
others, of preserving and enjoying it ; and it is He only that 
hath an absolute and unlimited right and power to take 
either or both away. Being the Creator, the Supporter, 
the perfect Ruler and Judge of all the earth, He, only, can 
do no wrong. Should, therefore, any creature whatsoever, 
or number of them, dare to usurp this sole prerogative of 
Heaven over me, I could neither answer it to my Maker, 
nor my conscience, nor my honour, if I did not resist, 
though it were to the last drop of my blood. It is in the 
free enjoyment of those blessings, uncontrolled by any hu- 
man powers, (except so far as the voice of the society in 
general, of which we are members, may have resigned a 
part for the preservation of the whole,) that civil liberty 
substantially consisteth. Let no one, therefore, wonder, if 
of all earthly benefits my Creator hath bestowed on me, 1 
do most esteem my liberty. Anarchy, indeed, I deprecate, 
but tyranny infinitely more. The reason is obvious: the 
former, like a common surfeit, occasioned by an irregular 
and intemperate indulgence of the bodily appetites, if but 
a little helped by simple medicine, will almost always, as I 
may say, cure itself; whereas the latter, like a devouring 
cancer, the longer it is let alone without the application of 
violent caustics, the faster and deeper it will root itself into 
the frame, until it gnaws out the very life of the body. 
Government is neither of these; it is an ordinance of Hea- 
ven, to restrain the usurpations of wicked men, to secure us 
in the enjoyments of our natural rights, and to promote the 
highest political interests and happiness of society. The 
claims, therefore, of the British Parliament of a power to 
bind us in all cases whatsoever, to give away our property 
in what measure and for what purpose they please, and to 
dispose of our lives as they think proper, when we have no 
voice in the legislation, nor constitutional power allowed us 
to check their most violent proceedings, are not of the na- 
ture of Government, but in the true and strict sense of 
the word, Tyranny. 

Of the tendency and operation of this diabolical sys- 
tem, our country hath already had too deep and affecting 
experience not to be sensible of them ; and it requires not 
the spirit of supernatural prophecy to foretell the end of 
them, should they not be seasonably controlled. Control- 
led, did I say ? Blest be the spirit of American liberty, 
wisdom, and valour ! they have been controlled. But, my 
friends, it is evident we can never have safety, liberty, and 
peace, until, by an unremitting and vigorous application of 
the axe, now laid to the root of the tree, we have totally 
overturned, in these Colonies, the power that would demo- 
lish us. Not to speak of the unwearied art and assiduity 



of the British King and Parliament these twelve years 
past, to fasten on us the shackles of slavery, let me only 
remind you of the base and cruel measures to subjugate 
us, since we have been obliged to take up arms in our de- 
fence. What stone have they left unturned? What device 
to ruin us, though never so mean, barbarous, and bloody — 
such as no heart but that of a devil and a tyrant can refrain 
shuddering at — have they not pursued ? Have not all the 
powers of Europe been 'meanly courted and bribed not to 
supply us with the means of resistance ? Hath not the 
most barbarous nation in it been applied to, to assist them 
with at least twenty thousand savages, to complete their 
intended massacre? Have they not attempted to spirit up 
the Indian Savages to ravage our frontiers, and murder, 
after their inhuman manner, oar defenceless wives and chil- 
dren ? Have not our Negro slaves been enticed to rebel 
against their masters, and arms put into their hands to mur- 
der them ? Have not the King of England's own slaves, 
the Hanoverians, been employed? And were not the poor 
Canadians made slaves, that they might be made fit instru- 
ments, with other slaves and savages, to make slaves, and 
more wretched beings than savages of us? 

Now, what kind of reconciliation can be reasonably ex- 
pected with a Power so basely, so cruelly, so industriously, 
and obstinately bent on our destruction ? In short, we hav^ ' 
no alternative left us, but to fight or die. If there be any 
medium, it is slavery ; and ever cursed be the man who 
will submit to it ! [ will not. But who would ever have 
imagined, that a people who a few years ago assisted their 
brethren of Great Britain, with their blood and treasure, 
to humble the power of France and Spain, and who from 
their first existence as a people, have, by their trade and 
industry, been enriching and exalting them above all the 
nations of the world — who, I say, would have imagined 
that this very people should, by these, their very brethren, 
be now reduced to so dreadful an alternative : Yet hear ye 
Heavens, and give ear, O Earth, and bear witness, this is 
the return we have received for all our love, loyalty, indus- 
try, treasure, and blood ! 

Had we begun this quarrel, had we demanded some new 
privileges unknown to the Constitution, or Some commer- 
cial licenses, incompatible with the general interest of the 
Empire ; had we presumed to legislate for Great Britain, 
or plotted with the Bourbon family to reinstate the execra- 
ble race of the Stuarts, and fled to arms, unprovoked, to 
accomplish these designs, there would then be some plau- 
sible apology for the severest hostile treatment we have 
received. But, what have we done ? When alarmed, ere we 
had yet rested from the toils of the last, war, by new un- 
constitutional demands of revenue, we asserted our rights, 
and petitioned for justice. Was this a crime? As uncon- 
stitutional statutes of different forms were repeatedly enact- 
ed, we repeated our petitions for redress. Was this a crime ? 
We suffered ourselves lo be insulted by the introduction of 
an armed force to dragoon us into obedience ; we suffered 
them to lake possession of our towns and fortifications, still 
waitine with decent and anxious expectation, from the 
wonted justice, humanity, and generosity of BrilQns. Was 
this a crime ? Disposed to try every pacifick measure 
which might probably procure our relief, we agreed to 
withhold our commerce from them, in hopes that, feeling 
the effects of their injustice, they might see how ruinous 
their proceedings were to their own interests, and return in 
time to wisdom and peace. Was this a crime ? Nor did 
we once lift the sword, even in our defence, until pro- 
voked to it by a wanton commencement of hostilities qn 
their part. What, then, have we done to merit such cruel 
proceedings? My friends, I am firmly persuaded that no 
truth will appear in future history with more glaring evi- 
dence, and that the whole mass of guilt contracted by this 
unnatural war lieth at the door of the King of Britain, his 
abandoned Ministers, and corrupted Parliament ; and so 
that not only all future generations of men, but the great 
Judge of all the earth, will finally condemn their mea_syres, 
as a scene of tyranny and murder. I, therefore, conceive 
myself as having taken up arms in defence of, jnnocence, 
justice, truth, honesty, honour, liberty, property, and life ' t 
and in opposition to guilt, injustice, falsehood, dishonesty, 
ignominy, slavery," poverty, and death; not that I ljaye 
any fondness for the bloody profession ; not that I delight 
in the carnage of my species, or sigh for an occasipn^or 
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proving my courage : Heaven and you are my witnesses, 
that my voice was for some time, perhaps too long, and 
with too much earnestness, against any military prepara- 
tions ; but the times are altered ; 'tis a dreadful necessity 
that calls me, and calls every man who can be spared from 
his other occupations. 

I will not, however, 6ght as one who beateth the air. I 
speak plainly ; I consider this year as the grand and final 
period of British Administration jn this American world. 
I see no probability of their proffering such terms as we can 
accept of, consistently with our safety, honour and peace. 
Nay, should they grant all that our publick Councils have 
heretofore claimed, we should still be in a most dangerous 
situation, liable to renewed encroachments and renewed 
hostilities. What else can be supposed from such a situa- 
tion, and from the views, temper, and prejudices that must 
and will prevail in the British Court and Parliament? Be- 
sides, who, in that case, will reimburse our losses ? or how 
shall our publick debts be paid ? I do solemnly declare, and 
that with respect to the best reconciliation that can reason- 
ably be expected with so corrupt, treacherous, and tyran- 
nous Administration, that if 1 thought we should again 
revert to a dependance on Britain, 1 should from this day 
lay down my sword, and weep that I was born in America. 
But far other prospects are before us : glory, empire, liber- 
ty, and peace, are, I am persuaded, unless we are lost to 
ourselves, very near at hand. And on every consideration 
of the present state and progress of our publick affairs, com- 
pared with the spirit of Britain, and the spirit, the interest, 
and internal advantages of America, methinks I hear a 
voice, as if an angel from heaven should proclaim, "Come 
out from among them, and be ye separate from them. 
Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of 
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues." 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia, February 28, 1776. 

The town has been lately amused with a new political 
pamphlet, intituled Common Sense. 

This piece, though it has taken a popular name, and im- 
plies that the contents are obvious and adapted to the under- 
standings of the bulk of the people, is so far from meriting 
the title it has assumed, that, in my opinion, it holds prin- 
ciples equally inconsistent with learned and common sense. 

I know not the author, nor am I anxious to learn his 
name or character ; for the book, and not the writer of it, 
is to be the subject of my animadversions. 

'Tis the glory of a free country to enjoy a free press, 
and of this, that the sentiments and opinions of the mean- 
est, equally with those of the greatest, are brought to view ; 
for we know, by frequent instances, that the rich and high- 
born are not the monopolizers of wisdom and virtue. On 
the contrary, these qualities are ofiener to be found among 
the middling class in every country, who, being less dissi- 
pated and debauched than those who are usually called 
their betters, apply themselves with more industry to the 
culture of their understandings, and in reality become bet- 
ter acquainted with the true interests of the society in which 
they live. 

But to my great grief I have too often seen instances of 
persons in every class of life, whose publications, at the 
same time they have reflected honour on the parts and ge- 
nius of the authors, have been so shamefully wanting in 
candour as to attempt, by the cadence of words, and force 
of style, a total perversion of the understanding. 

The pamphlet in question seems to be plainly calculated 
to induce a belief of three things : 

1st. That the English form of Government has no wis- 
dom in it, and that it is by no means so constructed as to 
produce the happiness of the people, which is the end of 
all good government. 

2d. That monarchy is a form of Government inconsistent 
with the will of God. 

3d. That now is the time to break off all connection 
with Great Britain, and to declare an independence of the 
Colonies. 

It must be obvious to every impartial eye, that the au- 
thorreasons from the abuses of, against the benefits derived 
from the English Constitution ; and after reciting these 
abuses, concludes, very unfairly, that " it is incapable to 



produce what it seems to promise." For if an argument 
of this sort is to be received, it will prove, perhaps, rather 
more than the author would choose — it would even prove 
that the Jewish theocracy was quite as improper, and as 
incapable to produce what it aimed at, as the reprobated 
English Government. The records of sacred history in- 
form us, that the law was given to the people from God, 
and that the Great Jehovah himself condescended to call 
them his chosen people. He signally interposed in their 
behalf in bringing them out of bondage, in preserving them 
from the rage of Pharoah's army, and seating them in a 
land flowing with milk and honey, under his immediate 
government and laws, " written with his own finger." 

" And he will love thee and bless thee, and multiply 
thee : he will also bless the fruit of thy womb and the fruit 
of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thy oil ; the in- 
crease of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land 
which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee." — Deutero- 
nomy vii, 13. 

" Thou shall be blessed above all people ; there shall 
not be male or female barren among you, or among your 
cattle." — Deuteronomy vii, 14. 

But what effects did all these extraordinary favours and 
promises of the Deity himself produce upon that wicked, 
perverse, stiff-necked people? Moses tells them, 

" From the day that thou didst depart out of the land of 
Egypt until ye came unto this place, ye have been rebel- 
lious against the Lord." — Deuteronomy ix, 7. 

" You have been rebellious against the Lord from the 
day that I knew you." — Deuteronomy ix, 24. 

Profane, as well as sacred history, informs us of the in- 
effectuality of the best Governments and the wisest laws 
among a corrupt, degenerate people. It does not regularly 
follow, that if the people are not happy under an excellent 
form of civil polity, that the fault is in the Government; it 
may be owing to the corruption of the people, and this I 
take to be the case in Great Britain at this day. When 
the British Parliament is propeily balanced, and each 
branch of the Legislature faithfully executes its duty, I 
think I am safe in affirming there was never yet a form of 
Government in the world so well calculated for the happi- 
ness of a free people as this; and yet we are told by the 
author of the pamphlet, that the " prejudice of English- 
men in favour of King, Lords, and Commons, arises as 
much, or more, from national pride than reasou." The 
world has already seen numberless instances of fine-spun 
political theories, which, like the quackeries of mountebank 
Doctors, are to cure all the political evils to which human 
nature is liable; but, when the experiment is made, they be- 
come astonished at the ill-success of their boasted schemes ; 
they find a thousand little passions and interests continually 
interfering witli their designs, and, at length, retire again 
to their closets, chagrined they had not thought it necessary 
to study the great volume of human nature, before they 
ventured to say what was the best for mankind. 

The author, after venting his spleen against the English 
form of Government, comes next to consider the subject of 
Monarchy, and hereditary succession ; in treating which, he 
plainly discovers the utmost prepossession in favour of a 
Republick. I shall not follow him through his Scripture 
quotations, which he has so carefully garbled to answer his 
purpose, but beg leave to oppose some authorities to it. 

The celebrated Trenchard, in No. 60, of Colo's Let- 
ters, says, " there is no Government now upon earth which 
owes its formation or beginning to the immediate revelation 
of God, or can derive its existence from such revelation. 
It is certain, on the contrary, that the rise and institution, 
or variation of Government from time to time, is within 
the memory of men, or of histories ; and that every Govern- 
ment which we know, at this day, in the world, was es- 
tablished by the wisdom and force of mere men, and by the 
concurrence of causes evidently human." 

" Nor has God by any revelation nominated Magistrates, 
showed the nature or extent of their powers, or given a plan' 
of civil polity for mankind. — Hutch. Mor. Philos. p. 272. 
" There being no natural or Divine law for any form of 
Government, or that one person rather than another should 
have the sovereign administration of affairs, or have power 
over many thousand different families, who are by nature 
all equal, being of the same rank, promiscuously born to 
the same advantages of nature, and to the use of the same 
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common faculties, therefore, mankind is at liberty to choose 
what form of Government they like." 

"God's providence, or permission, suffered his own pe- 
culiar people, the Jews, to be under divers governments at 
divers times ; as first, under Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, &.c; then under Judges, Olhnicl, Ehud, and 
Gideon; then under High-Priests, E/j and Samuel; then 
under Kings, Saul, David, and the rest; then under Cap- 
tains and High-Priests, again, as Zerubbabel, Judas, Mac- 
cabeus, and his brethren ; and the government, was, lastly, 
taken from them, and they brought under the power of 
Home. And that God permits such magistrate, or magis- 
trates, as the community thinks fit to approve, is plain by 
the testimony of Holy Scriptures, when God said to Solo- 
mon, "By me Kings rule, even all the Judges of the 
earth." — -Proverbs viii, 16. 

" When the sons of Samuel jvere Judges over Israel, 
they took bribes and perverted judgment ; therefore, the 
elders of Israel desired Samuel to make them a King ;" and 
though the elders are only mentioned to have asked a King 
of Samuel, they seein to have been deputed from the whole 
congregation ; for God said unto Samuel, " Hearken to the 
voice of the people in all that they say unto thee." — 
1 Samuel viii, 4, 7. 

"And Samuel told the people the manner of the king- 
dom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the 
Lord." — 1 Samuel x, 25. 'Tis plain the manner of the 
kingdom signifies the Constitution of the Government, by 
which was meant the conditions on which Saul was to be 
King, and they his subjects; for though God had given him 
the crown, it was to rule the people according to justice 
and laws. 

"After the battle between Saul and the Ammonites, Sa- 
muel said to the people, Come, let us go to Gilgal; and 
there they made Saul King before the Lord." — 1 Samuel, 
xi, 1,5, 6,7, 14, 15. 

"Now, therefore, behold the King whom ye have chosen; 
and behold the Lord hath set a King over you." — Samuel 
xii, 13. 

These latter quotations are taken from the great Lord 
Somers's book, called " The Judgment of the whole King- 
doms and Nations, concerning the rights of Kings and the 
People." This nobleman was Lord High Chancellor of 
England in King William's reign, and was remarkable for 
his Revolution principles, great learning, and unshaken in- 
tegrity in publick and private life. 

It does, therefore, from the foregoing testimonies appear, 
that Monarchy, (especially a limited one, such as that of 
England,) is not inconsistent with the Holy Scriptures, as 
is set forth in said pamphlet; but that it is as pleasing to 
the Almighty, if agreeable to the people, as any other form 
of Government, even the author's beloved Republick. 

The writer next proceeds to inform his readers of the 
numerous wars and scenes of blood acted in England un- 
der their Kings, and asserts that " Monarchy and succes- 
sion have laid the world in blood and ashes. 'Tis a form 
of Government which the word of God bears testimony 
against, and blood will attend it." Here are bold asser- 
tions, indeed ! To the latter part, I have already endea- 
voured to make some reply, so far as he asserts it is con- 
trary to the word of God; but, will the author's candour 
permit him to inform his readers of the infinite distractions 
and mischiefs which have happened in the ancient and 
modern Republicks? Under this form, there are always 
two parties, which divide the whole body of the people, and 
an eternal warfare subsists between them for power ; the 
contest is dreadful enough, but which soever party prevails, 
there is no rod heavy enough, no sword sufficiently sharp 
to punish those whom they have subdued ; it then becomes 
a many-headed monster, a tyranny of many. 

Let any man read with an unprejudiced eye the accounts 
which the historians give us of the famous Grecian Com- 
monwealths, and I will venture to speak for him, that he 
will not bestow great commendations upon them. The 
Athenians, a wise and polished people, very often banished 
their best citizens, from an apprehension of their power — 
a glorious reward for a virtuous citizen, who, as was the 
case in more instances than one, had preserved his country 
from destruction. In the latter times of the Carthagenian 
and Roman Republicks, what constant scenes of blood and 
devastation does history present lo us, The multitude in 



a perpetual ferment, like the ocean in a storm — in a storm 
did 1 say ? — like waters of the sea, agitated by a dreadful 
whirlwind — nothing but the fury of one party encountering 
the rage of another. Every trace of humanity being thus 
lost, men change their natures, and become as fierce and 
savage as wolves and tigers. 

But, let us descend nearer to modern times : let us look 
for happiness and security in the Republick of Holland, so 
often mentioned, and so little known: let us recollect the 
fate of the two brothers, Cornelius and John De Witt, Dutch 
ministers, who were massacred by the people in the year 
1672. Holland itself, from being a republick, is become 
a downright aristocracy. Liberty did not continue long in 
that country, notwithstanding the blood and treasure that 
were expended to acquire it. The people, so far from 
being free, have had no voice for many years past in 
the election of persons to represent them in the States- 
General ; nor have they any thing to do in the forming of 
laws by which they are to be governed. Whenever one 
of them dies, the vacancy is rilled up without any inter- 
ference of the people, and this important change was made 
in the state because of the intolerable feuds and. animosi- 
ties which attended the elections of Representatives, Had 
they been to have chosen a King, what dangerous and de- 
structive tumults must it have produced. Founded on the 
woful experience of ages, it is now become a general fixed 
opinion, that hereditary is preferable to elective monarchy, 
on account of the terrible disorders, outrages, and confu- 
sion, which usually attend the election of a King ; a preg- 
nant instance of which, in our times, is the Kingdom of 
Poland. 

In our own history we see the effect of the much wished 
for Commonwealth, after the death of the tyrant Charles; 
it did not produce liberty; it presently ended in arbitrary 
power. The moment, almost, after the reins of Govern- 
ment fell from Charles's hands, Cromwell took them up 
and governed the nation with absolute sway. 

I cannot agree with the author of the pamphlet in opi- 
nion, that this is the time to declare an Independence of 
the Colonies. This ought to be the dernier resort. of Ame- 
rica. Let us not yet lose sight of the primary object of 
the dispute, namely, a safe, honourable, and lasting recon- 
ciliation with Great Britain, until we are under a necessity 
of doing it. If an advantageous accommodation lean be 
had, and a free Constitution for this country be established 
on mutual agreement and compact, 'twill be better and 
happier for us; but if justice is still denied us, and we are 
to contend for liberty by arms, we will meet them in the 
field, and try our manhood against them, even to spilling 
the blood of every brave man we have. Should the Mi- 
nistry have recourse to foreign aid, we may possibly follow 
their example; and, if it be essential then to our safety to 
declare an Independence, I would willingly embracejhe 



necessity, 



Rationalis_. 



NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS TO PRESIDENT HANCOCK. 

[Read March 4, 1776.— Referred till to-morrow.] 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, February S8, 1776. 

Sir: In obedience to the resolution of Congress, we 
have now the honour to transmit a list of gentlemen nomi- 
nated by us as Field-Officers for the four Battalipnsordgred 
to be raised for the defence of this Colony. 

In this nomination, we have endeavoured to pay due at- 
tention to the merits of those officers who served in the 
last campaign, and are willing to continue in the service. 
To these, we have added a number of gentlemen who now 
tender their services to their country. As soon as the 
Field-Officers are fixed by Congress, we beg their commis- 
sions may be forwarded. The other officers are appointed, 
and recruiting in different parts of this Colony. 

It may not be improper to mention that some of the 
Captains and Subalterns who served in our regiments last 
year are now in Canada ; these gentlemen we have not 
been able to provide for in the four battalions now raising, 
as we were uncertain when they would return, or whether 
they were not provided for in the Canada Regiments ; we 
were apprehensive, if we provided for them in our batta- 
lions, it might impede the raising the troops, and thereby 
injure the service. , , - , 

In justice to these gentlemen, we thought it our duty 
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to mention this, and to enclose a list of their names ; and 
doubt not but that their services will be duly considered 
by Congress, and that proper provisions will be made for 
them, if they are not already provided for. 

We are, most respectfully, sir, your most obedient and 
very humble servants. 

By order : N AT haniel Woodhull, President. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 

Continental Congress. 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, February 28, 1776. 

List of Gentlemen nominated, out of which to elect Field- 
Officers for the four Regiments to be raised for the de- 
fence of the Colony of N ew- York, viz: r 
Colonels: Alexander McDottgall, James Clinton, Ru- 
dolphus Ritzema, Peter Yates, Cornelius D. IVynkoop, 
Philip Cortland, John Jasper, Seth ffarner. 

Lieutenant-Colonels : Herman Zedtwitz, Peter Ganse- 
voort, Jun., Barnabas Tuthill, Henry G. Livingston, Pe- 
ter P. Schuyler, John Hathorn, Egbert Dumont, Gouver- 
neur Morris. 

Majors: Frederick Van Weisenfels, John Fisher, Da- 
niel Griffin, Henry B. Livingston, Marinus Willet, Cor- 
nelius Van Dyck, John Nicholson, Joseph Benedict. 

The following Officers are now in Canada : 

First Regiment : Herman Zedtwitz, John Brogden, Is- 
rael Evans, William Tapp. 

First Company : Frederick Van Weisenfels, Richard 
Piatt. 

Second Company : Marinus Willet, William Gilleland, 
(unfit,) Leonard Bleecker. 

Fourth Company : William Goforth, Ranald S. Mc- 
Dougall. 

Fifth Company : Abram Austin, John Houston. 

Sixth Company: John Copp, Daniel Gano. 

Seventh Company : Gershom Mott, Benjamin Petton, 
Timothy Hughes. 

Eighth Company: Jonathan Pearcy, Garret Van Wa- 
genef. 

Ninth Company : Digby Odium. 

Tenth Company: Matthias Clark, J. Hubble, George 
Nicholson, (acting as Town Major at Montreal, and Second 
Lieutenant or Ensign ;) John L. Lyn, Surgeon ; Hunlock 
Woodruff, Mate. 

Second Regiment: Peter Gansevoort, Henry Van 
Woort, 

First Company : John Fisher. 

Second Company : Guy Young. 

Third Company: BarentJ. TenEyck, Dirck Hanson, 
John G. Lansing. 

Eighth Company : Elisha Benedict. 

Ninth Company : John Graham, Nicholas Van Rens- 
selaer, Stephen McCrea, Surgeon. 

Third Regiment : James Clinton. 

Second Company : John Nicholson. 

Fourth Company: Lewis Dubois , Elias V. Buntchoten. 

Seventh Regiment: Jacobus Bruyn, Thomas Dewit, 
Albert Paulding. 

Ninth Company: Cornelius T. Jansen. 

Tenth Company : Robert Johnson, Sarnuel Cooke, Sur- 
geon. 

Fourth Regiment: Second Company : Samuel Sackei. 

Fifth Company : Ambrose Horton, Samuel J. Pell. 

Sixth Company : Daniel Mills. 

Tenth Company : David Palmer, William Crane, Wil- 
liam Mathewman. 

The Names of Commissioned andnon- Commissioned Offi- 
cers of the First Battalion of New-York, who are 
willing to enter in the service of their country, and like- 
wise some of the Privates which may be depended upon. 

Colonel, --. John Lasher. 

Major, - - - - Sebastian Banmen. 

Captain, - - - James Alner, - - Prussian Blues. 

Captain-Lieutenant, Henry Livingston, Fusiliers. 

Captain, - - - Abram Van Wycke, Sportsmen. 

Adjutant, - - - Philip Brasher. 



First Lieutenant, - 
First Lieutenant, - 
First Lieutenant, - 
First Lieutenant, - 
Second Lieutenant, 
Second Lieutenant, 
Second Lieutenant, 
Third Lieutenant, - 
Third Lieutenant, - 
Sergeant, - - - 
Sergeant, - - - 



Sergeant, - - 
Corporal, - - 

Sergeant-Major, 
Sergeant, - - 
Sergeant, - - 



Gerardus Beekman, 
John Wiley, - - 
John Johnson, - - 
Henry Tiebout, 
John Bancker, - - 
Nicholas Fish, - - 
Henry Brasher, 
William Wilcocke, - 
A. B. Bancker, - 
George Harsen, 
JohiVredenbergh, ■ 
William For bis, 
Abraham Brasher, ■ 
David Crec, - • 
Samuel Morlidge, ■ 
George Masaver, ■ 
Edward Dunscomb 
John Farrell, - 
And. Oughterson, 
Cornelius Becker, 
Benjamin Burris, 
George Lucom, 
John Waldron, - 
Joseph Fortune. 
Frederick Hymes, 
Benjamin Davis, 
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Sportsmen. 
Light Infantry. 
Rangers. 
Prussian Blues. 
Rangers. 
Fusiliers. 
Prussian Blues. 
Fusiliers. 
Rangers. 
Grenadiers. 
Grenadiers. 
Light-Horse. 
Grenadier. 
Grenadier. 
■ Grenadier. 
Grenadier. 
, Fusilier. 
Fusilier. 

- Fusilier. 

- Sportsmen. 

- Light Infantry. 

- Grenadier. 

- Grena'r 2d Bat. 



Light Infantry. 
Light Infantry. 



JOHN HILL TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Ulster County, February 28, 1776. 

Dear Sir : As a friend to my country, I am obliged to 
address you and the venerable body in which you are a 
member, about an affair which, I am advised by the most 
discerning of my neighbours, ought to come under your 
inspection. The fact is thus : Cadwallader Colden, Esq., 
son to the Lieutenant-Governour, some years ago obtained 
a mortgage from me, with a bond and judgment, for secu- 
rity of a certain sum of money due to him from me, and 
he being unreasonably urgent for his money, which I could 
not immediately pay, on account of the slow success I had 
in collecting my own debts, I was obliged to sell part of 
my lands to satisfy him ; but, after I had got the money, 
and wanted to discharge my bond, he utterly refused to 
accept of it on account of its being Continental money. 
The sum was as large as two hundred pounds, and I could 
not find any person who would change it for other money. 
Our Committee was about to sit, and hearing of the affair, 
sent for Mr. Colden, who signed a paper, in which he as- 
serted that he had sold the bond in question to his brother, 
David Colden, of Long-Island, better than a year ago ; 
that he only offered to receive the money specified in the 
bond, on this account, and was afraid, in case he would 
accept of the Congress money, his brother would be dissa- 
tisfied, as he had formerly refused such money. This 
apology passed with our Committee, so that they dismis- 
sed Mr. Colden. I immediately sent the money to David 
Colden, who declared he never had such a bond from his 
brother, and, in order to satisfy my messenger, examined 
all the bonds in his possession, but could not find mine, and 
said his brother Cadwallader had it still. 

I am really at a loss how to conduct myself about this (nat- 
ter. Double interest is every day to be paid on the money, 
and I run the risk of being daily liable to have my estate 
seized on account of said bond, and, perhaps, have it sold 
for the twentieth part of what it is worth, as I am certain that 
no person can make the payments in any other money than 
the Continental, especially in these parts. I rest the mat- 
ter on your wise decision. I have advanced nothing but 
matters of fact, which can be attested by several evidences 
of credit. In case it be thought necessary to write to me, 
the letter may be directed to John Hill, Esq., near New- 
Windsor. 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 

John Hill. 
To the President of the Provincial Congress, New-York. 



JOHN HAMMELL, JUN., TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

At Dr. Hemmena'a, Now- York, February 28, 1776. 

Gentlemen: Desirous of taking an active part in the 
American struggle, and willing to engage as a Surgeon to 
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the last forces raised in this Province, I applied to the 
honourable Provincial Congress for their approbation, but 
received no answer. Still, actuated by the purest motives, 
(the love and welfare of my country,) and understanding 
four more battalions are shortly to be' raised in this Colony, 
I again offer myself to the consideration of your honourable 
body. I do not mean, gentlemen, to impose myself on any 
body of men, nor do I wish an appointment, without pre- 
viously discovering myself capable of the trust. Doctor 
Hemmena's thoughts on my abilities, I presented with my 
last application. Shall only observe that I have been al- 
most eight years to the practice, and would be pleased in 
being Surgeon of a battalion, or First- Assistant, as, gentle- 
men, you shall think most proper of your very humble 
servant, John Hammell, Jun. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress of New- York. 



DAVID STEWART TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Baltimore, February 29, 1776. 

Gentlemen : Enclosed you have a state of the adven- 
ture per schooner Seaflower, Waters, master, from hence 
to the West-Indies and back, which please to examine, 
and the Managers will wait on you to-morrow to know 
your determination therein. 

I ain, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

David Stewart. 
To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 



CAPTAINS KENT AND HENRY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF 
SAFETY. 



Head-Quarters, Northampton County, Virginia, 
February 29, 



rginia, ) 
1776. { 



Gentlemen: Enclosed you have a Monthly Return of 

the Minute Companies under our command ; also, a list of 

the men's names. Gentlemen, we are, very respectfully, 

your most obedient servants, T TA 

' James Kent. 

William Henry. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland. 

A Monthly Return of Captain William Henry's Minute 
Company, from Kent County. 

Commissioned Officers: 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 1 
Ensign. 

Non-Commissioned Officers: 1 Surgeon, 1 Adjutant, 4 
Sergeants, 4 Corporals, 1 Fifer, 1 Drummer. 
Rank and File: 60. 

Went home March 1 : John Wihner, George Little, 
Sen., Salathiel Freeman, John Burnsidcs, Francis Lem- 
mon, William Miers, Nathaniel Knock, Charles Irons, 
George Little, Jun., John Hurt. 
Total: 86. 
Given under my hand at Head-Quarters, March 29, 1776, 
Northampton County, Virginia. 

William Henry. 

A Monthly Return of Captain James Kent's Minute 
Company, March 1, 1776. 

Commissioned Officers: 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 1 
Ensign, 1 Surgeon. 

Non-Commissioned Officers: Sergeant-Major, Quarter- 
master-Sergeant, 4 Sergeants, 2 Corporals, Fife-Major, 
Drum-Major, 1 Fifer, 1 Drummer. 

Rank and File: Fit for duty, 65; Sick, 1. 

Total: 79. 

The sick man set down in this Return, is John Kent, 
who was much hurt the 6th February, on our march down, 
and since returned home; he was not able to join the 
Company after. James Kent. 

A List of the Minute Company that marched from Queen- 
Anne's County, Maryland, February 3, 1776. 

Captain: JameB Kent; First Lieutenant : Thomas Tillotson; Se. 
eond Lieutenant : John Charrie. 

Ensign : John Dames ; Surgeon : James Brown. 

Sergeants : George Findley, Ephraim Wyn Story, Philemon Davis, 
Samuel Copper. 

Corporals: John Jackson, Thomas Meredith Bryon. 

Drummer : Thomas Freshwater ; Fifer : John Findley. 



William StinBon, Christopher Yewell, Thomas Lane Emory, 

Matthew Mason, John Keene, William Holding, 

Edward Wright, Thomas Meredith, Samuel Earle, 

John Hawkins, Jonathan Gibson, Edward Taylor, 

James Clayland, Joseph Wright, Peregrine Ashford, 

William Robinson, John Kent, William Briggs, 

Benjamin Blunt, Thomas Harris, Robert Dawson, 

Walter Meeds, William Middleton, William Morgan, 

James Browne, Henry Coursey, Richard Emory, 

Edward Tryall, John Carman, William Roe, 

William Scott, Edward Harris, William Larry, 

Robert Bussum, John Thomas, Gideon Emory, 

John Burnett, Samuel W, Thomas, Robert Love, 

Richard Wicks, Robert Wright, Christopher Jackson, 

William Deford, William W. Emory, Edward Downes, 

Solomon Pratt, Thomas Mayson, James Gould Sparks, 

Samuel Sweeney, William Tarr, John Emory Hall, 

John Hargadinc, Samuel White, Samuel Boulsover, 

Barnaba Sinnott, James Han is, James Clayland, Jr., 

Joseph Elliott, Nathaniel Tucker, John Llovd, 

John Godwin, William Bruff, Jacob Gibson, 

Charles Scrivenor, John Smith, Richard Bruff. 

N. B. John Kent was wounded the 6th February, and 

has not been able to join the Company since. William 
Middleton, William Roe, and John Findley, left the Com- 
pany the 1st of March. T __ 

James Kent. 



JOHN GUNBY TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER. 

Princess-Anne, Somerset County, February 29, 1776. 

Sir : Mr. Forrest, my First Lieutenant, waits on your 
Board for instructions with respect to several matters re- 
lating to my company. 

In obedience to your instructions, communicated to me 
by Mr. Scott, I have provided houses for my company, 
and rugs and blankets for as many of them as I could. I 
have, also, provided them with fuel, and such utensils as 
judged absolutely necessary for dressing their provisions, 
all which things I have purchased out of my own and my 
officers' money, as the two hundred pounds ordered me 
from the Eastern-Shore Treasury was not more than suffi- 
cient to pay the advance money, directed by the Conven- 
tion to be advanced with soldiers and non-commissioned 
officers. The subsistence money has also been advanced 
to the several recruits as it was necessary. 

If it is not going further than your Board may think 
themselves justifiable in, I would submit it, whether it 
would not be expedient, in order to save the trouble of fre- 
quent applications to the Council and expenses to the 
Treasury, to advance to the several Captains of Indepen- 
dent Companies such a sum of money as may provide their 
respective companies in such articles as are to be provided 
by the Captains, and, also, to pay up the arrearages of sub- 
sistence money ; each Captain to render his account, with 
proper vouchers, for the money by him expended for the 
use of his company. If the Board think this ought to be 
done, I should be glad to receive, by Mr. Forrest, your 
order on Mr. Hindman, for such sum as you may judge 
necessary for the purpose. 

I am, also, to request of the Council that they will take 
such order as they think proper for furnishing the company 
with muskets, drum, and fife, as they are at present abso- 
lutely unable to exercise for want of arms. 

The Committee have fixed the station of the company 
at Princess- Anne, the County town for this County, where 
1 have been able to provide for them very sufficient cover 
at reasonable rates. I am exceedingly anxious to have the 
company provided with arms as soon as may be, as most of 
them are entirely without, and it is impossible to do any 
thing with them (though many of them are very raw) until 
furnished with arms, and, from their situation, ft is not im- 
probable but they may be pretty soon called into action. 

1 am, sir, with respect, your most obedient servant, 

John Gunby. 
To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer. 



ANDREW BEALL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

Bladensburgh, February 29, 1776. 

Gentlemen: The reason I have not waited on your 
Honours for a commission as a Field-Officer, is, that there 
has been so much clamour about the appointment of Field- 
Officers, that I did not choose to accept of a commission 
unless I was agreeable to the people, for which purpose I 
have done myself the pleasure of waiting upon several 
companies, to take their sentiments on the matter, and 
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have met with their general approbation. Therefore, if 
your Honours think proper to promote me as a Field-Offi- 
cer, please do me the favour to send a commission by 
Captain Lucas, who will satisfy your Honours that I am 
the oldest person in commission, except Colonel Joshua 
Bectll, of the Twenty-Fifth Battalion, and that I have, here- 
tofore, exerted myself in the cause of liberty as much as 
any one in the Province, and you may rely upon an exer- 
tion of my utmost abilities, in future, to support the cause, 
whatever my station may be. 

You will please to defer issuing commissions to my com- 
pany till I come up, which will be within a fortnight from 
this time, when I shall return recommendations for officers 
agreeable to the company. 

Confiding in your doing me justice respecting this appli- 
cation, I remain, with the greatest regard, gentlemen, your 
Honours' most obedient, humble servant, 

Andrew Beall. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safely of Maryland. 



AN APOLOGY FOR THE PENNSYLVANIA ASSEMBLY. 

Philadelphia, February 29, 177G. 

It has always appeared more meritorious in my eyes to 
make a good and sufficient apology for any seeming defi- 
ciency in the conduct of others, (especially of publick offi- 
cers,) than forever to be censuring them for conduct, the 
reasons of which they do not fully attend to. 

Insinuations have been thrown out in pamphlets and 
newspapers, against certain proceedings of our honourable 
House of Representatives, which I think injurious. As the 
best causes have not been assigned them, 1 would, there- 
fore, beg leave to offer such reasons for those parts of their 
conduct which to some have appeared exceptionable, as I 
trust will fully acquit them, and remove the censure from 
that honourable Body to those to whom it of right be- 
longs. 

I have often heard them condemned for their backward- 
ness in the cause of liberty, the great dislike they discover 
to certain measures, and the reluctance with which they 
proceed in an effectual opposition to a Government which 
sets no bounds to its claims, and exercises the most unre- 
lenting cruelty in the prosecution of them. Insensibility 
itself, it is said, might be roused by their madness, and 
nothing but disaffection to the cause could account for such 
conduct. If proper attention were paid to the delicacy of 
their situation, I am persuaded our Assembly would escape 
without censure. It is a principle in philosophy, and 
ought to be admitted in every other science, never to 
admit of more causes than are sufficient to account for the 
effect, nor to permit a bad cause to be assigned while a 
good one can be found which will equally solve the phe- 
nomenon. 

The Representatives of a free people, who are chosen 
purely for their publick merit and characters, must ever be 
considered as men of integrity, wisdom, and capacity for 
the service ; a supposition of a contrary nature would re- 
flect more disgrace upon the electors than the elected. In 
this light I mean to view our present Representatives, and 
to justify their conduct upon these principles only. An 
oath or affirmation is surely the most sacred and solemn of 
all obligations, the most distant appearance of a breach of 
which a conscientious man, and particularly the Legislators 
of a nation, would carefully avoid, as the happiness of the 
community in a great degree depends on the reverential 
awe and dread in which such an appeal to the Divinity is 
held by the people. And of all oaths, those that are un- 
defined in their nature, and extensive in meaning, create 
the greatest perplexity in the consciences of religious men. 
To this, alone, I ascribe the backwardness of the Assembly 
to enter on such decisive measures as would give general 
satisfaction to their constituents — not to a dislike of the 
cause. And any one who will particularly attend to the 
late instructions given to our Delegates in Congress, will 
plainly perceive that I have_ pointed out the true principles 
on which they are founded. To the oaths which they are 
obliged to lake before they can sit to hear a debate or vote 
in the House, and not to a disaffection to the cause, is their 
conduct on some important occasions to be ascribed. We 
ought never to charge that to a bad principle which can be 
accounted for on a good one. I beg, therefore, that my 



defence of their conduct may be impartially attended to, 
and not slightly passed over because it appears in a news- 
paper. 

Men who are conscientiously careful to prove to the 
world that a solemn oath or affirmation is a sacred thing, 
and not to be trifled with, must find themselves under pe- 
culiar embarrassments when called upon to act against a 
Government to which they have sworn ; and, if I am not 
ill-informed, some members have had their objections to 
taking it at this very sitting. 

I beg leave to transcribe a part of the affirmation which 
the members are obliged to take on being admitted to a seat 
in the House, which, I am persuaded, will sufficiently apo- 
logize for the seeming reluctance with which they pursue 
measures that may appear to them to interfere with the 
oaths they have taken : 

" I, A B, do solemnly, sincerely, and truly acknowledge, 
profess, testify, and declare, that King George is the law- 
ful and rightful King of the Realm of Great Britain, and 
of all others his dominions and countries thereunto belong- 
ing ; and I do solemnly promise, that I will be true and 
faithful, and bear true allegiance to King George, and to 
him will be faithful against all traitorous conspiracies and 
attempts whatsoever, which shall be made against his 
Crown and dignity, and I will do my best endeavour to 
disclose and make known to King George and his succes- 
sors all treasons and traitorous conspiracies, which 1 know 
to be made against him or any of them." 

Now, this short extract, though but a small part of the 
whole, is so full of words of uncertain sense and import, 
so crammed with expressions, the extent of whose signifi- 
cation is so undefined and ill-limited, that a conscientious 
man may readily be at a loss to know how far he may pro- 
ceed with safety, and where he must stop, or be perjured. 
Our Representatives certainly deserve great credit for the 
truly patriotick part of their conduct, and a too conscien- 
tious regard to their oaths ought to apologize for what they 
have left undone, as well as for some parts of their pro- 
ceedings, particularly their instructions. It is hard to oblige 
men to do any thing that they may think interferes with 
their consciences. It is acknowledged that a bad oath is 
better broken than kept; and yet, few among us would be 
quite free from uneasy sensations and reflections on being 
reduced to the necessity of violating it. I readily admit 
the justness of that reasoning which, in the present case, 
alleges, that where the obligation is mutual, breach of co- 
venant on one side of necessity releases the other. This 
is certainly implied in the nature of the compact. 

But the clearest implication does not always relieve the 
conscience from scruples. If sacred history tells truth, 
Abraham's servant, when about to swear, on a more trivial 
occasion, would not be content with any implied release 
from his oath, but insisted on having the terms of it parti- 
cularly and clearly defined, and the clause of release fairly 
and fully stated, that neither his own conscience, nor the 
tongue of slander might be able, however falsely, to accuse 
him of perjury. 1 also remember, a gentleman lately told 
me that he had just been reading the oath of allegiance, 
and, for his part, he said he could not, consistent with if, 
oppose the present proceedings of Great Britain. I told 
him the oath was conditional ; but it would not do. Now, 
there may be many men in our House of Assembly who 
have like consciences with this man and Eleazer. 

1 conclude, therefore, that every degree of inactivity, 
backwardness, or inconsistency, with which they are charge- 
able, proceeds wholly from the oaths they have taken. 
Their situation is, in this respect, very delicate, and ought 
to be taken into consideration by every one who takes 
upon him to judge of their conduct. 1 am sure nothing 
heretofore alleged can so easily account for the instructions 
given by them to our Delegates in Congress, and the una- 
nimity with which they were agreed to in the House. 
Their oaths, they might imagine, tied them, and they must 
tie their Delegates. Let us fully acquit them of all sinis- 
ter motives. Here is principle sufficient to account for the 
matter; a principle more consonant to our ideas of their 
integrity and virtue, and the patriotick part of their pro- 
ceedings, and, therefore, more worthy of credit than the 
charge of Toryism. Men of equal integrity, but more 
confined in their notions, would have refused to act at all, 
and rather submitted to any terms than made an opposition. 
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I cannot, therefore, help hinting, that if their constituents 
condemn them for backwardness and inconsistency on the 
present occasion, they have much greater reason for accu- 
sing their constituents of unreasonableness in expecting 
such tilings at their hands, while an oath is in the way. 

The Assembly and a Convention are both Representa- 
tives of the People; yet, on the present occasion a Con- 
vention acts more to the minds of the people. Why so? 
Not, surely, because the members that compose it are 
greater friends to their country, or more warmly attached 
to the liberties of America ? By no means; but, because 
they have no oaths to embarrass them. Why, then, is the 
Assembly laid under these difficulties, when they can be 
avoided ? 

If people would consider this matter properly, and show 
that regard to their Representatives which they certainly 
merit, they would not lay such stumbling-blocks in their 
way. If no other body of men would do what is required 
of them, necessity would plead on their behalf, and save 
them from self-reproach ; but, as this is not the case, their 
backwardness is justifiable, and they, alone, are to ba 
blamed, who have it in their power to remove the difficul- 
ty, and yet will not do it. For my part, I was always 
against troubling the Assembly with the matter. Were it 
not for a kind of tacit interfering with their oaths, who, that 
has the high esteem of them which is due to upright Re- 
presentatives, can doubt but they would have recommend- 
ed the calling a Convention before this time ? The Com- 
mittee of Inspection for this City and District have it in 
their power to take the load off their shoulders, and, if they 
do not, blame not your Assembly. I have shown suffi- 
cient cause why they cannot enter into the necessary mea- 
sures. The Committee lies under no such difficulties. 
Let blame, for the future, fall on the deserving. 

The Apologist. 



JAMES MEASE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Ruad March 1, 1776. — Referred to a Committee — Mr. Rutledge, Mr. 
Paine, Mr. Hewes.] 

Philadelphia, February 29, 1776. 

Sik: Through the want of any regular Department to 
apply to for instructions how to act in cases that appear 
uncertain, I am under the necessity of troubling you, in 
order to procure the necessary directions upon the several 
points herewith handed you, to which I humbly beg you 
will please (as soon as possible) to send the necessary in- 
formation. 

Captain Watson is under marching orders, and hath 
applied to have his company paid up, which I shall imme- 
diately do when I know how to proceed as to the fifth and 
sixth points, which appear to me the most dubious of the 
whole. 

I beg leave to inform you that there are not near blan- 
kets enough yet procured for the two battalions, but 1 be- 
lieve the deficiency could be easily made good, if the City 
Committee were just requested to complete the collection 
of them from the inhabitants, which they some time ago 
begun, and in part carried through. 

I hope you will excuse my adding to the multiplicity of 
your business from the occasion, and believe me to be, with 
the most unfeigned respect, sir, your most obedient, hum- 
ble servant, T M 

' James Mease. 

To the Honourable Colonel John Hancock. 



GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

New- York, February 29, 1776. 

Dear General: Tarn now so far recovered, though far 
from well, that I shall set out in two days. 

The stripping Ticonderoga so entirely of its heavy can- 
non is a most unfortunate circumstance, as the transporta- 
tion of them from this place is a business of monstrous 
difficulties, expense, and labour. 

The Congress have, as yet, not taken the least step for 
the security of this place. The instant I leave it, I con- 
clude the Provincial Congress and inhabitants will relapse 
into their former hystericks ; the men-of-war, and Mr. 
Tryon, will return to their old stations at the wharves, and 
the first regiments who arrive from England will take quiet 
possession of the town and Long- Island. I have written 
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letters till I am tired on the subject, to the Congress, but 
have received no answer. The Committee of three, who 
were here to confer with me, agreed that it was necessary 
that five thousand men should be in the place. They left 
us, and no notice has been taken o{ the affair since. Great 
and extensive works are resolved upon, and we have scarce- 
ly sufficient numbers to mark out the ground, much less to 
throw up the works. In short, I know not what to make 
of this apathy on so important a subject. 

Messrs. Price, Walker, and, since them, the volunteer, 
Melchior, are arrived from Canada. It is very lucky, for 
they can communicate all the necessary lights to the Con- 
gress, with respect to the measures which must be taken in 
that country. By their accounts, nothing is so much want- 
ed as artillerymen. Captain Lamb's Company were all 
taken prisoners. I wish, indeed it is necessary, you should 
spare us a company from Boston; we cannot possibly do 
without them ; we have none here. I entreat, dear Gene- 
ral, you would detach Captain Badlam's Company. The 
Captain and I are now well acquainted, and agree wonder- 
fully. 

The Pennsylvania and Jersey troops, who marched for 
Canada, are good, and strong in numbers. The spirit of 
inlisting prevails through the whole country. I am told, 
but cannot believe it, that the New-England Delegates 
oppose the inlisting for a year. They say, by means of a 
shorter engagement the whole country would be soldiers. 
A curious whim, this. Who the devil can (ill their heads 
with such nonsense ? I should think a letter from you on 
the subject, to either of the Adams's, would have a good 
effect. -_ 

I have this moment received yours of the 22d. It is a 
sort of reprimand for not having more exactly informed 
you of the occurrences here. 1 do assure you, General, 
that I have wrote fully and frequently. It is true, I be- 
lieve, two posts have carried no letters frorn me, but I 
would not trouble you when I had nothing material to 
communicate. I shall not intrench myself behind the pa- 
rade of great business, for my first business is to.be atten- 
tive to my General ; nor shall I make a plea of the loss of 
Palfrey, since whose departure I have been obliged to 
write with my own hand every, the most trifling note. 
But, in fact, though I confess I am naturally remiss, I have 
not neglected my duty in this point. I have suffered no 
safe opportunity to escape me. But enough of this. 

I shall now give you a detail of what we have been dping, 
and in what circumstances we are : Our force, including the 
Minute-Men, amounts to about seventeen hundred men. 
Ward's Regiment, which is the stay, I have '.stationed! 
in Long-Island. They are employed in making fas- 
cines, and preparing other materials lor constructing three 
redoubts, one of which will, in great measure, (in corres- 
pondence with a battery which I have sunk opposite to it 
in the city,) secure the entrance of the East-Riger. Wa- 
terbury's and Stirling's Regiments are quartered in the 
city ; the former in the Upper Barracks, the latter in the 
Lower. Two hundred Minute-Men are likewise lodged in 
the town. Drake's Regiment of Minute-Men, and one 
more company, (in all about two hundred,) are stationed 
at Horn's Hook, which commands the pass of Hell-gate. 
They are employed in throwing up a redoubt, to contain 
three hundred men. As to the town's having few hands, 
and the necessary duty being hard, I have bran able to 
effect little. I have, indeed, thrown down the side of the 
fort next the town, to prevent its being converted [into a 
citadel for the use of the enemy. It was absolutely im- 
possible to be moulded into any thing which could annoy 
their ships. I have likewise thrown a traverse, or barrier, 
across the Broadway, two hundred yards in the rear of the 
fort, with four pieces of cannon, to prevent the enemy 
lodging themselves in the remains of the fort, and repairing 
it. It is likewise my intention to barricade all the streets 
leading into the Broadway, both on the right and left, to 
secure us against being taken in reverse. Batteries are to 
be erected on the eminence behind Trinity Church, to 
keep their ships at so great a distance as not Jo injure the 
town. As we are surrounded by navigable waters, I con- 
sider enclosed works as rather dangerous ; it was, there- 
fore, my intention to throw up a great number of |ar»e 
fleches, or redans, at certain distances, one behind another, 
so as to render it a disputable field of battle against any 
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force. King's Bridge,he'mg a most important pass, (wilh- 
■oUt the comjDand of which we could have no communica- 
tion with Connecticut,) I had resolved to make as strong as 
possible. Such were my schemes ; but as the Congress 
ijave not furnished the force which I was taught to expect 
from Philadelphia, we have not had it in our power to 
effect more than I have related. Governour Tryon and 
the Asia still continue betwixt Nutten and Bedloio's Is- 
lands. It has pleased his Excellency, in violation of the 
compact he had made, to seize several vessels from Jersey, 
laden, with flour. It has, in return, pleased my Excellency 
to stop all provision from the city , and cut off nil intercourse 
with him — a measure which has thrown the Mayor, Coun- ' 
cil, and Tories, into agonies. The propensity, or rather 
rage, for paying court to this great man, is inconceivable. 
They cannot be weaned from him. We must put worm- 
wood on his paps, or they will cry to suck, as they are in 
their second childhood. 

■rCaptain Smith has just returned from Fort-Constitution. 
He gives a most terrible account of it. The expense of its 
construction has been enormous ; its defects, both in point 
of situation, laying out, finishing, Sic, are numerous. He 
has made the plan of another, which will command, as far 
as I can judge from it on paper, the river effectually. 
•' -il have now related, as minutely as necessary, our situa- 
tion. As I shail set out very soon, it will probably be my 
last from this place. I must entreat, once more, dear Ge- 
neral, that you will spare us a company of Artillery. Bad- 
lam seems rather averse on proposing it. 

- Adieu, dear sir. Yours, with the greatest respect and 

affection, /-. T 

' Charles Lee. 



HENRY REMSEN TO COLONEL WOOD HULL. 

New.York, February 29, 1776. 

Sir: A parcel of powder (about three tons) is arrived 
here, but without any directions where it is to be forwarded ; 
ahout the same quantity may be expected here to-morrow. 
I am desirous that this powder should be transported with- 
out delay, and, therefore, have sent a person express, to 
have your directions by return of Mr. Saffron, the bearer 
of this. 

The Committee for the County of Essex are now met. 
They would cheerfully have forwarded this powder, had 
any direction been sent to them. One gentleman of the 
Committee spoke to Mr. Lewis, (one of the Delegates for 
New- York,) who informed him that the powder was to go 
to Cambridge. Should our Provincial Congress be unac- 
quainted with the destination of this powder, it will be 
expedient to consult Mr. Francis Lewis on the subject. 
Should it be ordered to New-York, a sufficient guard will 
be necessary to attend to the transportation of it from 
Paulus-Hook to New-York. You will please to give 
directions as soon as possible. 

I am, respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

Henry Remsen. 
To Colonel WoodhuM. 

CAPTAIN SINCLAIR TO NEW -YORK CONGRESS,, 

f Huntington, February 29, 1776. 

i Sir : It being the practice of all nations to allow the 
subjects of the respective States at variance to retire, I 
trpuble the Congress with this application for being permit- 
ted to go to Europe in the first vessel from New- York. 
* I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Patrick Sinclair. 
To the President of the Congress, New- York. 



; SAMUEL GALE TO JOHN M c KESSON. 
fi ■■■■.,- i Fairfield, February 29, 1776. 

Dear Sir: Give me leave to inform you that I am now 
in close confinement, in the common jail of this town. I 
am also of opinion (and I have but too much reason to 
suspect it) that there is a design against my person, formed 
by some person, or persons, of the County of Cumberland, 
whose actions you are already acquainted with. True it 
is, there is a law in this Colony of Connecticut, but in the 
Comity of Cumberland, you know, there is none. I, there- 
fore, (to clear myself before God,) expect my life and 



safety at the hand of those who hold the governing reins 
of the Province of New- York, the Metropolis of which 
Province I now call my residence. 

Thaddeus Burr, Esquire, the Sheriff of this County, in- 
forms me that he is acquainted with you. I, therefore, re- 
quest that you will inform him, by the return of the bearer, 
what you know of my character, as, also, the character 
which I bore among mankind before the commencement of 
these unhappy troubles; and I desire, if my release be not 
immediately granted, that I may be under ihe protection ol 
the law till such time arrives. 

You well know that my sentiments have been uniform 
and steady, even if erroneous; and, therefore, I consider 
myself entitled, at the least, to the privileges and protec- 
tion which, by the laws of all Christian nations, are granted 
to prisoners of war — (I call it prisoner of war, not as being 
an enemy, in heart, to any man breathing, but as being, 
by birth and education, one of that country between which 
and this country a war subsists) — and, for that purpose, I 
conceive myself entitled to an impartial hearing, where 
prejudice does not prevail ; and I hope that is the case in 
the Congress of which you are a member. Let me request 
that I may either be allowed the privilege granted by all 
Christians to a prisoner of war, or, else, the birthright of a 
British subject, the writ of habeas corpus. If the former, 
only, be allowed, you may mention what you choose in 
the parole ; but 1 would choose, by all means, if possible, 
to be at New- York or Philadelphia, where I may finish 
my intended publication on surveying, which, you well 
know, is allowed by all parties to be a matter of great ac- 
tual service to America. I should be glad you would not 
fail to be immediate in your proceedings herein, and I 
would look upon it as an additional favour, if you would 
acquaint Lord Stirling, (with whom 1 had formerly a small 
acquaintance,) as, also, Mr. Duane, of my present situation. 
I remain, with the greatest esteem, (notwithstanding all 
political sentiments,) dear sir, your most humble servant, 

Samuel Gale. 
To John McKesson, Esquire, Attorney-at-Law. 

P. S. I have, at Netv- York, the copy of the letter which 
was sent by the Westminster, or, rather, Cumberland 
Committee, to Mr. Livingston ; as, also, a vindicaiion of 
the conduct of the Sheriff and Posse, by the oaths of, I be- 
lieve, thirty persons, a great part of whom were on the 
prejudiced side. These oaths being in favour of the She- 
riff and Posse, was the reason, as I have been informed, of 
their not being sent to your body according to promise. 

I would be glad Mrs. Gale might not be informed of 
this letter, lest its contents should occasion her miscarriage. 

Mr. Sturges, the jailer here, would be glad of half a 
ream of writing paper. If you are not acquainted with 
him, I should be glad you would put the expense to my 
account, and I will repay you next time I see you. 

P. S. extraordinary, March 2d. I have been favoured 
with what is called a copy of my letter to Colonel Bel- 
lows. I aver, from the bottom of my soul, that both the 
words and the sense are materially altered, and that, con- 
sequently, it is not a copy of any letter ever by me written. 

The firm belief of there being a design formed against my 
person occasions me to send a man on purpose with this 
letter, (by the Sheriffs permission.) If you are desirous of 
knowing what the letter actually was, I am of opinion that, 
by the help of the pretended copy, my memory will enable 
me to furnish a true copy, which shall be at your service 

Confinement in a common jail, where the cold wind 
through the bars (for the windows are not glazed) far ex- 
ceeds the warmth of all the fire that is obtained, leads me 
to vyish that I could be accommodated in a genleeler apart- 
ment, till 1 come to New-York. . As you and the Sheriff 
are acquainted, I wish you would pass your word for my 
stay, and you may rely on the word of an honest and sin- 
cere (if an erroneous) man, that I shall not deceive either 
you or him ; nor shall I start one inch from such limits as 
may be prescribed. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OP CONGRESS. 
[Read March 7, 1776.] 

Cambridge, February 29, 1776. 

Sir : I beg leave to inform you, at the request of the 
Committee of Pay-Table of the Colony of Connecticut, 
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that I have not advanced to any of the regiments from that 
Government any money, except the sum of seven thou- 
sand one hundred and seven ly-lvvo and one-ninth dollars, 
on the 20th of November last, to Major-General Putnam, 
for the Thirty-Fourth Regiment, under his command. I 
should have paid them in the same manner I did the rest 
of the Army, had 1 not been prevented by the Colonels, 
who expressed their inclination to receive the whole at 
once, upon their return home at the expiration of service, 
as was customary in their Colony. For this reason, I ne- 
ver included them in any estimates of money, and have 
made no provision for their payment, always imagining 
that whatever payments the Colony made them, Congress 
would apply to their credit in the general account against 
the United Colonies, or refund, upon application. 

I have the honour to be, with great esteem and regard, 

sir, your most humble servant, n „ w. „,„„„-„„ 

' J ' (jeorge Washington. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 

COMMON sense.* 
I. Of the Origin and Design of Government in general, 

with concise Remarks on the English Constitution. 

Some writers have so confounded society with Govern- 
ment as to leave little or no distinction between them ; 
whereas, they are not only different, but have different 
origins. Society is produced by our wants, and Govern- 
ment by our wickedness ; the former promotes our happi- 
ness positively, by uniting ouraffections, the latter negatively, 
by restraining our vices. The one encourages intercourse, 
the other creates distinctions. The first is a patron, the 
last a punisher. 

Society in every state is a blessing; but Government, 
even in its best state, is but a necessary evil ; in its worst 
state an intolerable one: for when we suffer, or are ex- 
posed to the same miseries by a Government, which we 
might effect in a country without Government, our calamity 
is heightened by reflecting that we furnish the means by 
which we suffer. Government, like dress, is the badge of 
lost innocence ; the palaces of Kings are built on the ruins 
of the bowers of Paradise. For were the impulses of con- 
science clear, uniform, and irresistibly obeyed, man would 
need no other lawgiver; but that not being the case, he 
finds it necessary to surrender up a part of his property to 
furnish means for the protection of the rest; and this he is 
induced to do by the same prudence which, in every other 
case, advises him, out of two evils to choose the least. 
Wherefore, security being the true design and end of Go- 
vernment, it unanswerably follows, that whatever form 
thereof appears most likely to insure it to us, with the 
least expense and greatest benefit, is preferable to all others. 

In order to gain a clear and just idea of the design and 
end of Government, let us suppose a small number of per- 
sons settled in some sequestered part of the earth, uncon- 
nected with the rest; they will then represent the first 
peopling of any country, or of the world. In this state of 
natural liberty, society will be their first thought. A thou- 

* Introduction. — Perhaps the sentiments contained in the following 
pages are not yet sufficiently fashionable, to procure them general 
favour ; a long habit of not thinking a thing wrong, gives it a super- 
ficial appearance of being right, and raises at first a formidable outcry 
in defence of custom. But the tumult soon subsides. Time makes 
more converts than reason. 

As a long and violent abuse of power, is generally the means of 
calling the right of it in quostion, (and in matters too which might 
never have been thought of, had not the suuvrers been aggravated into 
the inquiry,) and as the King of England hath undertaken in his own 
right, to support the Parliament in what he calls theirs, and as the good 
people of this country are greviously oppressed by the combination, 
they have an undoubted privilege to inquire into the pretension* of 
both, and equally to reject the usurpation of either. 

In the following sheets the author hath studiously avoided every 
thing which is personal among oursolves. Compliments as well as pen. 
suro to individuals make no part thereof. The wise, and tho worthy, 
need not the triumph of a pamphlet ; and those whose sentiments are 
injudicious, or unfriendly, will cease of themselves unless too much 
pains are bestowed upon their conversion. 

The cause of America is, in a great measure, the cause of all mankind. 
Many circumstances hath, and will arise, which are not local, but 
universal, and through which the principles of all lovers of mankind 
are affected, and in the event of which, their affections are interested. 
The laying a country desolato with firo and sword, declaring war against 
the natural rights of all mankind, and extirpating the defenders thereof 
from the face of tho earth, is the concern of every man to whom na- 
ture hath given the power of feeling ; of which class, regardless of 
party censure, is the Author. 



sand motives will excite them thereto, the strength of one 
man is so unequal to his wants, and his mind so unfitted for 
perpetual solitude, that he is soon obliged to seek assistance 
and relief of another, who, in his turn, requires the same. 
Four or five united would be able to raise a tolerable dwel- 
ling in the midst of a wilderness, but one man might labour 
out the common period of life without accomplishing any 
thing; when he had felled his timber he could not remove 
it, nor erect it after it was removed ; hunger in the mean 
time would urge him from his work, and every different 
want call bim a different way. Disease, nay even misfor- 
tune, would be death ; for though neither might be mortal, 
yet either would disable him from living, and reduce him 
to a state in which he might rather be said to perish, than 
to die. 

Thus necessity, like a gravitating power, would soon form 
our newly arrived emigrants into Society, the reciprocal 
blessings of which would supersede, and render the obli- 
gations of law and Government unnecessary while they 
remained perfectly just to each other; but, as nothing but 
Heaven is impregnable to vice, it will unavoidably happen, 
that in proportion as they surmount the first difficulties of 
emigration, which bound them together in a common cause, 
they will begin to relax in their duty and attachment to 
each other ; and this remissness will point out the necessity 
of establishing some form of Government to supply the 
defect of moral virtue. --- 

Some convenient tree will afford them a State-House, 
under the branches of which the whole Colony may assem- 
ble to deliberate on publick matters. It is more than pro- 
bable that their first laws will have the title only of Regula- 
tions, and be enforced by no other penalty than publick 
disesteem. In this first Parliament every man by natural 
right will have a seat. 

But as the Colony increases, the publick concerns will 
increase likewise, and the distance at which the members 
may be separated, will render it too inconvenient for all of 
them to meet on every occasion as at first, when their num- 
ber was small, their habitations near, and the publick con- 
cerns few and trifling. This will point out the convenience 
of their consenting to leave the legislative part to be ma- 
naged by a select number chosen from the whole body, who 
are supposed to have the same concerns at stake which those 
have who appointed ibem, and who will act in the same 
manner as the whole body would act were they present. 
If the Colony continue increasing, it will become neces^- 
sary to augment the number of the Representatives, and 
that the interest of every part of the Colony may be at- 
tended to, it will be found best to divide the whole into 
convenient parts, each part sending its proper number; and 
that the elected might never form to themselves an interest 
separate from the electors, prudence will point out the pro- 
priety of having elections often : because as the elected 
might by that means return and mix again with the general 
body of (he electors in a few months, their fidelity to the 
publick will be secured by the prudent reflection of not 
making a rod for themselves. And as this frequent inter- 
change will establish a common interest with every part of 
the community, they will mutually and naturally support 
each other; and on this (not on the unmeaning name of 
King) depends the strength of Government, and the hap- 
piness of the governed. 

Here then is the origin and rise of Government ; namely, 
a mode rendered necessary by the inability of moral virtue 
to govern the world ; here too is the design and end of Go- 
vernment, viz: freedom and security. And, however our 
eyes may be dazzled with show, or our ears deceived by 
sound ; however prejudice may warp our wills, or interest 
darken our understanding, the simple voice of nature and 
of reason will say, 'tis right. 

I draw my idea of the form of Government from a prin- 
ciple in nature which no art can overturn, viz: that the 
more simple any thing is, the less liable it h to be disor- 
dered, and the easier repaired when disordered ; and with 
this maxim in view, I offer a few remarks on the so much 
boasted Constitution of England. That it was noble for 
the dark and slavish times in which it was erected is grant- 
ed. When the world was overrun with tyranny, the least 
remove therefrom was a glorious rescue. But that, it is 
imperfect, subject to convulsions, and incapable of produ- 
cing what it seems to promise, is easily demonstrated. 
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•Absolute Governments, (though the disgrace of human 
nature) hath this advantage with them, that they are sim- 
ple ; if the people suffer, they know the head from which 
their suffering springs ; know likewise the remedy; and are 
not bewildered by a variety of causes and cures. But the 
Constitution of England is so exceedingly complex, that 
the nation may suffer for years together without being able 
to discover in which part the fault lies ; some will say in one 
and some in another, and every political physician will ad- 
vise a different medicine. 
•■■ I know it is difficult to get over local or long standing 
prejudices, yet if we will suffer ourselves to examine the 
component parts of the English Constitution, we shall find 
them to be the base remains of two ancient tyrannies, com- 
pounded with some new Republican materials. 

First. The remains of Monarchical tyranny, in the per- 
son of the King. 

Secondly. The remains of Aristocratical tyranny, in the 
persons of the Peers. 

Thirdly. The new Republican materials, in the persons 
of the Commons, on whose virtue depends the freedom of 
England. 

The two first by being hereditary are independent of the 
people ; wherefore, in a constitutional sense, they contribute 
nothing towards the freedom of the State. 

To say that the Constitution of England is a union of 
three powers, reciprocally checking each other, is farcical ; 
either the words have no meaning, or they are flat contra- 
diction. 

To say that the Commons is a check upon the King, 
presupposes two things: 

First. That the King is not to be trusted without being 
looked after; or, in other words, that a thirst for absolute 
power is the natural disease of Monarchy. 

Secondly. That the Commons, by being appointed for 
that purpose, are either wiser or more worthy of confidence 
than the Crown. 

But as the same Constitution which gives the Commons 
a power to check the King by withholding the supplies, 
gives afterwards the King a power to check the Commons 
by empowering him to reject their other bills, it again sup- 
poses that the King is wiser than those whom it has already 
supposed to be wiser than him. A mere absurdity ! 

There is something exceedingly ridiculous in the com- 
position of Monarchy; it first excludes a man from the 
means of information, yet empowers him to act in cases 
where the highest judgment is required. The state of a 
King shuts him from the world, yet the business of a King 
requires him lo know it thoroughly; wherefore, the different 
parts, by unnaturally opposing and destroying each other, 
prove the whole character to be absurd and useless. 

■ Some writers have explained the English Constitution 
thus : the King, say they, is one, the People, another; the 
Peers are an House in behalf of the King ; the Commons 
in behalf of the People ; but this hath all the distinctions 
of an House divided against itself; and though the expres- 
sions be pleasantly arranged, yet when examined they ap- 
pear idle and ambiguous; and it will always happen, that 
the njcest construction that words are capable of, when 
applied to the description of something which either cannot 
exist, or is too incomprehensible to be within the compass 
of description, will be words of sound only, and though 
they may amuse the ear, they cannot inform the mind ; for 
fhis [explanation includes a previous question, viz: How 
came the King by a power which the people are afraid to 
trust, and always obliged to check? Such a power could 
not be the gift of a wise people, neither can any power 
which needs checking be from God; yet the provision 
which the Constitution makes, supposes such a power to 
exist. 

But the provision is unequal to the task ; the means either 
cannot, or will not accomplish the end, and the whole affair 
is a felo-de-se : for as the greater weight will always carry 
up the less, and as all the wheels of a machine are put in 
motion by one, it only remains to know which power in the 
Constitution has the most weight, for that will govern ; and 
though the others, or a part of them, may clog, or as the 
phrase is, check the rapidity of its motion, yet so long as, 
they cannot stop it, their endeavours will be ineffectual ; the 
first moving power will at last have its way, and what it 
wants jn speed is supplied by time. 



That the Crown is this overbearing part in the English 
Constitution needs not be mentioned, and that it derives its 
whole consequence merely from being the giver of places 
and pensions is self-evident ; wherefore, though we have 
been wise enough to shut and lock a door against absolute 
Monarchy, we, at the same time, have been foolish enough 
to put the Crown in possession of the key. 

The prejudice of Englishmen in favour of their own 
Government, by King, Lords, and Commons, arises as much, 
or more, from national pride than reason. Individuals are 
undoubtedly safer in England than in some other coun- 
tries ; but the will of the King is as much the law of the 
land in Britain as in France, with this difference, that in- 
stead of proceeding directly from his mouth, it is banded 
to the people under the more formidable shape of an Act 
of Parliament. For the fate of Charles the First hath only 
made Kings more subtile — not more just. 

Wherefore, laying aside all national pride and prejudice 
in favour of modes and forms, the plain truth is, that it is 
wholly owing to the Constitution of the People, and not to 
the Constitution of the Government, that the Crown is not 
as oppressive in England as in Turkey. 

An inquiry into the constitutional errors in the English 
form of Government, is at this time highly necessary; for 
as we are never in a proper condition of doing justice to 
others, while we continue under the influence of some 
leading partiality, so neither are we capable of doing it to 
ourselves while we remain fettered by any obstinate preju- 
dice. And as a man who is attached to a prostitute is 
unfitted to choose or judge of a wife, so any prepossession 
in favour of a rotten Constitution of Government will dis- 
able us from discerning a good one. 

II. Of Monarchy and hereditary succession. 

Mankind being originally equals in the order of creation, 
the equality could only be destroyed by some subsequent 
circumstance : The distinctions of rich and poor, may in a 
great measure be accounted for, and that without having 
recourse to the harsh, ill-sounding names of oppression and 
avarice. Oppression is often the consequence, but seldom 
or never the means of riches; and though avarice will pre- 
serve a man from being necessitously poor, it generally 
makes him too timorous to be wealthy. 

But there is another and greater distinction, for which no 
truly natural or religious reason can be assigned, and that 
is, the distinction of men into Kings and Subjects. Male 
and female are the distinctions of nature ; good and bad the 
distinctions of Heaven ; but how a race of men came into 
the world so exalted above the rest, and distinguished like 
some new species, is worth inquiring into, and whether 
they are the means of happiness or of misery to mankind. 

In the early ages of the world, according to the Scrip- 
ture chronology, there were no Kings ; the consequence of 
which was, there were no wars: it is the pride of Kings 
which throws mankind into confusion. Holland, without 
a King, hath enjoyed more peace for this last century than 
any of the monarchical Governments in Europe. Anti- 
quity favours the same remark ; for the quiet and rural 
lives of the first Patriarchs hath a happy something in them, 
which vanishes away when we come to the history oiJeiv- 
ish Royalty. 

Government, by Kings, was first introduced into the 
world by the Heathens, from whom the children of Israel 
copied the custom. It was the most prosperous invention 
the Devil ever set on foot for the promotion of idolatry. 
The Heathens paid Divine honours to their deceased Kings, 
and the Christian world hath improved on the plan by 
doing the same to their living ones. How impious is the 
title of sacred Majesty applied to a worm, who, in the 
midst of his splendour, is crumbling into dust ! 

As the exalting one man so greatly above the rest can- 
not be justified on the equal rights of nature, so neither can 
it be defended on the authority of Scripture; for the will 
of the Almighty, as declared by Gideon and the Prophet 
Samuel, expressly disapproves of Government by Kings. 
All anti-monarchical parts of Scripture have been very 
smoothly glossed over in monarchical Governments, but 
they undoubtedly merit the attention of countries which 
have their Governments yet to form. " Render unto Cm- 
sar the things which are Casar's" is the Scripture doctrine 
of Courts, yet it is no support of monarchical Government 
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for the Jews at that time were without a King, and in a 
state of vassalage to the Romans. 

Near three thousand years passed away from the Mosaick 
account of the creation, till the Jews, under a national de- 
lusion, requested a King. Till then, their form of Govern- 
ment (except in extraordinary cases where the Almighty 
interposed) was a kind of Republick, administered by a 
Judge and the Elders of the Tribes. Kings they had none, 
and it was held sinful to acknowledge any Being under that 
title but the Lord of Hosts. And when a man seriously 
reflects on the idolatrous homage which is paid to the per- 
sons of Kings, he need not wonder that the Almighty, ever 
jealous of his honour, should disapprove of a form of Go- 
vernment which so impiously invades the prerogative of 
Heaven. 

Monarchy is ranked in Scripture as one of the sins of the 
Jews, for which a curse in reserve is denounced against them. 
The history of that transaction is worth attending to: 

The children of Israel being oppressed by the Midian- 
ites, Gideon marched against them with a small army, and 
victory, through the Divine interposition, decided in his 
favour. The Jews, elate with success, and attributing it to 
the generalship of Gideon, proposed making him a King, 
saying, " Rule thou over us, thou and thy son, and thy son's 
son." Here was temptation in its fullest extent; not a 
kingdom only, but an hereditary one ; but Gideon, in the 
piety of his soul, replied, " I will not rule over you, neither 
shall my son rule over you ; the Lord shall rule over you." 
YVords need not be more explicit ; Gideondoih not decline 
the honour, but denieth their right to give it ; neither doth 
he compliment them with invented declarations of his 
thanks, but, in the positive style of a Prophet, charges them 
with disaffection to their proper Sovereign, the King of 
Heaven. 

About one hundred and thirty years after this, they fell 
again into the same error. The hankering which the 
Jews had for the idolatrous customs of the Heathens, is 
something exceedingly unaccountable ; but so it was, that 
laying hold of the misconduct of Samuel's two sons, who 
were intrusted with some secular concerns, they came in 
an abrupt and clamorous manner to Samuel, saying, " Be- 
hold thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways, now 
make us a King to judge us like all the other nations." 
And here we cannot but observe that their motives were 
bad, viz : that they might be like unto other nations, i. e. 
the Heathens, whereas their true glory laid in being as 
much unlike them as possible. "But the thing displeased 
Samuel when they said, Give us a King to judge us : and 
Samuel prayed unto the Lord, and the Lord said unto 
Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that 
they say unto thee, for they have not rejected thee, hut 
they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them. 
According to all the works which they have done since the 
day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this 
day, wherewith they have forsaken me and served other 
gods : so do they also unto thee. Now, therefore, hearken 
unto their voice ; howbeit, protest solemnly unto them and 
shew them the manner of the King that shall reign over 
them :" i. e. not of any particular King, but the general 
manner of the Kings of the earth, whom Israel was so 
eagerly copying after. And notwithstanding the great dis- 
tance of time and difference of manners, the character is 
still in fashion. " And Samuel told all the words of the 
Lord unto the people, that asked of him a King. And he 
said, this shall be the manner of the King that shall reign 
over you. He will take your sons and appoint them for 
himself, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen, and some 
shall run before his chariots ;" (this description agrees 
with the present mode of impressing men :) " and he will 
appoint him captains over thousands, and captains over 
fifties, and will set them to ear his ground and to reap his 
harvest, and to make his instruments of war, and instru- 
ments of his chariots. And he will take your daughters 
to be confect.ionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers;" 
(this describes the expense and luxury as well as the op- 
pression of Kings ;) " and he will take your fields, and your 
vineyards, and your oliveyards, even the best of them, and 
give them to his servants. And he will take the tenth of 
your seed, and of your vineyards, and give them to his 
officers and to his servants." (By which we see that bri- 
bery, corruption, and favouritism, are the standing vices of 



Kings.) " And he will take the tenth of your men-ser- 
vants, and your maid-servants, and your goodliest young 
men, and your asses, and put them to his work : and he 
will take the tenth of your sheep, and ye shall be his ser- 
vants, and ye shall cry out in that day because of your 
King, which ye shall have chosen, and the Lord will not 
hear you in that day." This accounts for the continuation 
of Monarchy ; neither do the characters of the few good 
Kings which have lived since, either sanctify the title, or 
blot out the sinfulness of the origin ; the high encomium 
given of David takes no notice of him officially as a King, 
but only as a man after God's own heart, " Nevertheless 
the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel, and they 
said nay, but we will have a King over us, that we may be 
like all the nations, and that our King may judge us, and 
go out before us, and fight our battles." Samuel continued 
to reason with them, but to no purpose ; he set before them 
their ingratitude, but all would not avail, and seeing them 
fully bent on their folly, he cried out, "I will call unto the 
Lord and he shall send thunder and rain, (which then was 
a punishment, being in the time of wheat-harvest,) that ye 
may perceive and see that your wickedness is great which 
ye have done in the sight of the Lord, in asking you a 
King. So Samuel called unto the Lord, and the Lord 
sent thunder and rain that day, and all the people greatly 
feared the Lord and Samuel. And all the people said 
unto Samuel, pray for thy servants unto the Lord thy God 
that we die not, for we have added unto our sins this e v j I , 
to ask a King." These portions of Scripture are direct 
and positive. They admit of no equivocal construction. 
That the Almighty hath here entered his protest against 
monarchical Government is true, or the Scripture is false. 
And a man hath good reason to believe that there is as 
much of kingcraft, as priestcraft, in withholding the Scrip- 
ture from the publick in Popish countries. For Monarchy 
in every instance is the Popery of Government. 

To the evil of Monarchy we have added that of heredi- 
tary succession ; and as the first is a degradation and les- 
sening of ourselves, so the second, claimed as a matter of 
right, is an insult and an imposition on posterity. For all 
men being originally equals, no one by birth could have a 
right to set up his own family in perpetual preference to 
all others for ever, and though himself might deserve some 
decent degree of honours of his cotemporaries, yeLhis de- 
scendants might be far too unworthy to inherit them. One 
of the strongest natural proofs of the folly of hereditary 
right in Kings, is, that nature disapproves it, otherwise she 
would not so frequently turn it into ridicule by giving man- 
kind an ass for a lion. 

Secondly, as no man at first could possess any other pub- 
lick honours than were bestowed upon him, so the givers o_f 
those honours could have no power to give away the right 
of posterity, and though they might say " we choose you 
for our head," they could not, without manifest injustice to 
their children, say " that your children and your children's 
children shall reign over ours for ever." Because such an 
unwise, unjust, unnatural compact, might (perhaps) in the 
next succession put them under the government of a rogue 
or a fool. Most wise men, in their private sentiments, have 
ever treated hereditary right with contempt ; yet it is one 
of those evils which, when once established, is not easily 
removed ; many submit from fear, others from superstition, 
and the more powerful part shares with the King the plun- 
der of the rest. 

This is supposing the present race of Kings m the world 
to have had an honourable origin ; whereas, it is more than 
probable, that could we take off the dark covering of an- 
tiquity, and trace them to their first rise, that we should find 
the first of them nothing better than the principal ruffian of 
some restless gang, whose savage manners, or pre-eminence 
in subtility, obtained him the title of chief among plunder- 
ers ; and who, by increasing in power and extending his 
depredations, overawed the quiet and defenceless to pur- 
chase their safety by frequent contributions. Yet his elec- 
tors could have no idea of giving hereditary right to his de- 
scendants, because such a perpetual exclusion of them- 
selves was incompatible with the free and unrestrained 
principles they professed to live by. Wherefore, heredi- 
tary succession, in the early ages of Monarchy, could not 
take place as a matter of claim, but as something casual or 
complimental ; but as few or no records were extant in 
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those days, and traditionary history stuffed with fables, it 
was very easy after the lapse of a few generations, to trump 
up some superstitious tale, conveniently timed, Mahomet- 
like, to cram hereditary right down the throats of the vul- 
gar. Perhaps the disorders which threatened, or seemed 
to threaten, on the decease of a leader and the choice of a 
new one, (for elections among ruffians could not be very 
orderly,) induced many at first to favour hereditary pre- 
tensions ; by which means it happened, as it hath happen- 
ed since, that what at first was submitted to as a conveni- 
ence was afterwards claimed as a right. 

England, since the Conquest, hath known some few 
good Monarchs, but groaned beneath a much larger num- 
ber. of bad ones; yet no man in his senses can say that 
their claim under William the Conqueror is a very honour- 
able one, A French bastard landing with an armed ban- 
ditti, and establishing himself King of England against the 
consent of the natives, is, in plain terms, a very paltry, ras- 
cally original — it certainly hath no Divinity in it. However, 
it is needless to spend much time in exposing the folly of 
hereditary right ; if there are any so weak as to believe it, 
let them promiscuously worship the ass and lion, and wel- 
come. I shall neither copy their humility nor disturb their 
devotion. 

Yet I should be glad to ask how they suppose Kings 
came at first ? The question admits but of three answers, 
viz: either by lot, by election, or by usurpation. If the 
first King was taken by lot, it establishes a precedent for 
the next, which excludes hereditary succession. Saul was 
by lot, yet the succession was not hereditary, neither does 
it appear from that transaction there was any intention it 
ever should. If the first King of any country was by 
election that likewise establishes a precedent for the next ; 
for to say that the right of all future generations is taken 
away by the act of the first electors in their choice not only 
of a King, but of a family of Kings for ever, hath no paral- 
lel in or out of Scripture, but the doctrine of original sin, 
which supposes the free-will of all men lost in Adam ; and 
from such comparison, and it will admit of no other, he- 
reditary succession can derive no glory. For as in Adam 
all sinned, and as in the first Electors all men obeyed ; as 
in the one all mankind were subjected to Satan, and in the 
other to Sovereignty; as our innocence was lost in (he first, 
and oar authority in the last ; and as both disable us from 
reassumtng some former state and privilege, it unanswer- 
ably follows that original sin and hereditary succession are 
parallels. Dishonourable rank ! inglorious connection ! yet 
the most subtile sophist cannot produce a juster simile. 

As to usurpation, no man will be so hardy as to defend 
it; and that William the Conqueror was an usurper is a fact 
not to be contradicted. The plain truth is, that the an- 
tiquity of English monarchy will not bear looking into. 

But it is not so much the absurdity as the evil of he- 
reditary succession which concerns mankind. Did it in- 
sure a race of good and wise men, it would have the seal of 
Divine authority, but as it opens the door to the foolish, the 
wicked, and the improper, it hath in it the nature of op- 
pression. Men who look upon themselves born to reign, 
and others to obey, soon grow insolent ; selected from the 
rest of mankind, their minds are easily poisoned by impor- 
tance ; and the world they act in differs so materially from 
the world at large, that they have but little opportunity of 
knowing its true interests, and when they succeed to the 
Government are frequently the most ignorant and unfit of 
any throughout the dominions. 

Another evil which attends hereditary succession, is, 
that the throne is subject to be possessed by a minor at any 
age; all which time the Regency, acting under the cover 
of a King, have every opportunity and inducement to be- 
tray their trust. The same national misfortune happens 
when a King, worn out with age and infirmity, enters the 
last stage of human weakness. In both these cases the 
publick becomes a prey to every miscreant who can tamper 
successfully with the follies either of age or infancy. 

The most plausible plea which hath ever been offered 
in favour of hereditary succession, is, that it preserves a 
nation from civil wars; and were this true, it would be 
weighty ; whereas, it is the most barefaced falsity ever im- 
posed upon mankind. The whole history of England dis- 
owns the fact. Thirty Kings and two minors have reigned 
in that jistracted kingdom since the Conquest, in which 



time there have been (including the Revolution) no less 
than eight civil wars and nineteen rebellions. Wherefore, 
instead of making for peace, it makes against it, and de- 
stroys the very foundation it seems to stand on. 

The contest for Monarchy and succession between the 
houses of York and Lancaster, laid England in a scene of 
blood for many years. Twelve pitched battles, besides 
skirmishes and sieges, were fought between Henry and 
Edward. Twice was Henry prisoner to Edward, who in 
his turn was prisoner to Henry. And so uncertain is the 
fate of war and the temper of a nation, when nothing but 
personal matters are the ground of a quarrel, that Henry 
was taken in triumph from a prison to a palace, and Ed- 
ward obliged to fly from a palace to a foreign land. Yet 
as sudden transitions of temper are seldom lasting, Henry 
in his turn was driven from the throne and Edward recall- 
ed to succeed him. The Parliament always following the 
strongest side. 

The contest began in the reign of Henry the Sixth, and 
was not entirely extinguished till Henry the Seventh, in 
whom the families were united. Including a period of 
sixty-seven years, viz : from 1422 to 1489. 

In short, Monarchy and succession have laid (not this or 
that kingdom only) but the world in blood and ashes. 'Tis 
a form of Government which the word of God bears testi- 
mony against, and blood will attend it. 

If we inquire into the business of a King, we shall find 
that in some countries they have none ; and, after saunter- 
ing away their lives without pleasure to themselves, or ad- 
vantage to the nation, withdraw from the scene, and leave 
their successors to tread the same idle round. In absolute 
monarchies the whole weight of business, civil and military, 
lies on the King ; the children of Israel in their request for 
a King urged this plea, " that he may judge us, and go out 
before us and fight our battles." But in countries where 
he is neither a Judge, nor a General, as in England, a man 
would be puzzled to know what is his business. 

The nearer any Government approaches to a Republick 
the less business there is for a King. It is somewhat diffi- 
cult to find a proper name for the Government of England. 
Sir William Meredith calls it a Republick; but in its pre- 
sent state it is unworthy of the name, because the corrupt 
influence of the Crown, by having all the places in its dis- 
posal, hath so effectually swallowed up the power, and 
eaten out the virtue of the House of Commons (the re- 
publican part in the Constitution) that the Government of 
England is nearly as monarchical as that of France or 
Spain. Men fall out with names without understanding 
them. For 'tis the republican and not the monarchical 
part of the Constitution of England which Englishmen 
glory in, viz : the liberty of choosing an House of Commons 
from out of their own body; and it is easy to see that when 
republican virtue fails, slavery ensues. Why is the Con- 
stitution of England sickly? but because Monarchy hath 
poisoned the Republick ; the Crown hath engrossed the 
Commons. 

In England a King hath little more to do than to make 
war and give away places; which, in plain terms, is to im- 
poverish the nation, and set it together by the ears. A 
pretty business, indeed, for a man to be allowed eight hun- 
dred thousand sterling a year for, and worshipped into the 
bargain ! Of more worth is one honest man to society, 
and in the sight of God, than all the crowned ruffians that 
ever lived. 

III. Thoughts on the present state o/Amehican Affairs. 

In the following pages I offer nothing more than simple 
facts, plain arguments, and common sense ; and have no 
other preliminaries to settle with the reader, than that he 
will divest himself of prejudice and prepossession, and suf- 
fer his reason and his feelings to determine for themselves • 
that he will put on (or rather, that he will not put off) the 
true character of a man, and generously enlarge his views 
beyond the present day. 

Volumes have been written on the subject of the strug- 
gle between England and America. Men of all ranks 
have embarked in the controversy, from different motives, 
and with various designs, but all have been ineffectual, and 
the period of debate is closed. Arms, as the last resource 
decide the contest , the appeal was the choice of the Kino- 
and the Continent has accepted the challenge. B 
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It hath been reported of the late Mr. Pelham, (who, 
though an able Minister, was not without his faults,) that 
on his being attacked in the House of Commons, on the 
score that his measures were only of a temporary kind, 
replied, " they will last my time." Should a thought so 
fatal and unmanly possess the Colonies in the present con- 
test, the name of ancestors will be remembered by fuiure 
generations with detestation. The sun never shined on a 
cause of greater worth. It is not the affair of a City, a 
County, a Province, or a Kingdom, but of a Continent — of 
at least one-eighth part of the habitable globe. It is not the 
Concern of a day, a year, or an age ; posterity are virtually 
involved in the contest, and will be more or less affected, 
even to the end of time, by the proceedings now. Now is 
the seed time of Continental union, faith, and honour. 
The least fracture now, will be like a name engraved with 
the weak point of a pin on the tender rind of a young oak : 
the wound will enlarge with the tree, and posterity read it 
in full-grown characters. 

By referring the matter from argument to arms, a new 
era for politicks is struck, a new method of thinking hath 
arisen. All plans, proposals, &z.c, prior to the 19th of 
April, i. e. to the commencement of hostilities, are like 
the almanacks of the hist year, which, though proper then, 
are superseded and useless now. Whatever was advanced 
by the advocates on either side of the question then, ter- 
minated in one and the same point, viz: an union with 
Great Britain. The only difference between the parlies 
was the method of effecting it ; the one proposing force, 
the other friendship. But, it hath so far happened that the 
first hath failed, and the second hath withdrawn her influ- 
ence. 

As much hath been said of the advantages of reconcilia- 
tion, which, like an agreeable dream, hath passed away and 
left us as we were, it is but right that we should examine 
the contrary side of the argument, and inquire into some of 
the many material injuries which these Colonies sustain, 
and always will sustain, by being connected with, and de- 
pendant _on Great Britain; to examine that connection 
and dependance on the principles of nature and common 
sense, to see what we have to trust to if separated, and 
what we are to expect if dependant. 

I have heard it asserted by some, that, as America hath 
flourished under her former connection with Great Britain, 
that the same connection is necessary towards her fuiure 
happiness, and will always have the same effect. Nothing 
can be more fallacious than this kind of argument; we may 
as well assert that because a child hath thrived upon milk, 
that it is never to have meat, or, that the first twenty years 
of our lives is to become a precedent for the next twenty. 
But even this is admitting more than is true, for I answer, 
roundly, that America would have flourished as much, and 
probably much more, had no European Power taken any 
notice of her. The commerce by which she hath enriched 
herself are the necessaries of life, and will always have a 
market while eatjng is the custom of Europe. But, she 
has protected us, says some. That she hath engrossed us 
is true, and defended the Continent at our expense as well 
as her own, is admitted ; and she would have defended 
Turkey from the same motive, viz : the sake of trade and 
dominion. 

Alas! we have been long led away by ancient preju- 
dices, and made large sacrifices to superstition. We have 
boasted the protection of Great Britain, without consider- 
ing that her motive was interest, not attachment ; that she 
did not protect us from our enemies on our account, but 
from her enemies on her own account ; from those who had 
no quarrel with us on any other account, and who will al- 
ways be our enemies on the same account. Let Britain 
waive her pretensions to the Continent, or the Continent 
throw off the dependance, and we should be at peace with 
France and Spain were they at war with Britain. The 
miseries of Hanover, last war, ought to warn us against 
connections. 

It hath lately been asserted in Parliament, that the Co- 
lonies have 7 no relation to each other but through the pa- 
rent country; i. e. that Pennsylvania and the Jerseys, and 
so on for the rest, are sister Colonies by the way of Eng- 
land. This is certainly a very roundabout way of prov- 
ing relationship, but it is the nearest and only true way of 
proving enemyship, if I may so call it. France and Spain 



never were, nor, perhaps, ever will be our enemies as Ame- 
ricans, but, as our being the subjects of Great Britain. 

But Britain is the parent country, says some. Then 
the more shame upon her conduct. Even brutes do not 
devour their young, nor Savages make war upon their 
families; wherefore, the assertion, if true, turns to her 
reproach ; but it happens not to be true, or only partly so, 
and the phrase, parent or mother country, hath been jesuit- 
ically adopted by the King and his parasites, with a low, 
papistical design of gaining an unfair bias on the credulous 
weakness of our minds. Europe, and not England, is the 
parent country of America. This New World hath been 
the asylum for the persecuted lovers of civil and religious 
liberty from every part of Europe. Hither have they fled, 
not from the tender embraces of the mother, but from the 
cruelty of the monster; and it is so far true of England, 
that the same tyranny which drove the first emigrants from 
home, pursues their descendants still. 

In this extensive quarter of the globe, we forget the nar- 
row limits of three hundred and sixty miles, (the extent of 
England,) and carry our friendship on a larger scale ; we 
claim brotherhood with every European Christian, and 
triumph in the generosity of the sentiment. 

It is pleasant to observe by what regular gradations \ve 
surmount the force of local prejudice, as vve^enlarge our 
acquaintance with the world. A man born in any town 
in England divided into parishes, will naturally associate 
most with his fellow-parishioner, (because their interests in 
many cases will be common,) and distinguish him by the 
name of neighbour; if he meet him but a few miLe_s Mom 
home, he drops the narrow idea of a street, and salutes him 
by the name of townsman : if he travel out of the County, 
and meet him in any other, he forgets the minor divisions 
of street and town, and calls him countrynran, i. e. county- 
man ; but if, in their foreign excursions, they should asso- 
ciate in France, or any other part of Europe, their local 
remembrance would be enlarged into that of Englishmen. 
And, by a just parity of reasoning, all Europeans meeting 
in America, or any other quarter of the globe, are country- 
men ; for England, Holland, Germany, or Sweden, when 
compared with the whole, stand in the same places, on the 
larger scale, which the divisions of street, town, and Coun- 
ty do on the smaller ones ; distinctions too limited for Con- 
tinental minds. Not one-third of the inhabitants even, of 
this Province, are of English descent ; wherefore, I re- 
probate the phrase of parent or mother country, applied to 
England only, as being false, selfish, narrow, and ungene- 
rous. 

But, admitting that we were all of English descent, what 
does it amount to? Nothing. Britain being now an open 
enemy, extinguishes every other name and title; and to 
say that reconciliation is our duty, is truly farcical. The 
first King of England, of the present line, (William the 
Conqueror,) was a Frenchman, and half the Peers of Eng- 
land are descendants from the same country; ^Therefore, 
by the same method of reasoning, England ought to be 
governed by France. 

Much hath been said of the united strength of Bri- 
tain and the Colonies; that, in conjunction, they mi"ht 
bid defiance to the world. But this is mere presumption; 
the fate of war is uncertain; neither do the expressions 
mean any thing, for this Continent would never suffer itself 
to be drained of inhabitants, to support the British arms in 
either Asia, Africa, or Europe. 

Besides, what have we to do with setting llie world at 
defiance. Our plan is commerce ; and that, well attended 
to, will secure us the peace and friendship of all Europe, 
because it is the interest of all Europe to have America'^ 
free port. Her trade will always be a protection., and hen 
barrenness of gold and silver will secure her from invaders,. 

I challenge the warmest advocate for reconcillatiorf to 
show a single advantage that this Continent can reap, by 
being connected with Great Britain. I repeat the chal- 
lenge, not a single advantage is derived. Our corn will 
fetch its price in any market in Europe, and our imported 
goods must be paid for, buy them where we will. 

But the injuries and disadvantages we sustain by that con- 
nection are without number, and our duty to mankind at 
large, as well as to ourselves, instruct us to renounce the 
alliance ; because any submission to, or dependance on 
Great Britain, tends directly to involve this Continent in 
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European wars and quarrels. As Evrope is our market 
for trade, we ought to form no political connection with any 
part of it. It is the true interest of America to steer clear 
of European contentions, which she never can do, while, 
by her dependance on Britain, she is made the make- 
weight in the scale of British politicks. 

Europe is too thickly planted with kingdoms to be long 
at peace ; and whenever a war breaks out between Eng- 
land and any foreign power, the trade of America goes to 
ruin, because of her connection with Britain. The next 
war may not turn out like the last, and, should it not, the 
advocates for reconciliation now, will be wishing for sepa- 
ration then, because neutrality, in that case, would be a 
safer convoy than a man-of-war. Every thing that is right 
or reasonable pleads for separation. The blood of the 
slain, the weeping voice of nature cries, 'Tis time to part. 
Even the distance at which the Almighty hath placed 
England and America, is a strong and natural proof that 
the authority of the one over the other was never the de- 
sign of Heaven. The lime, likewise, at which the Conti- 
nent was discovered, adds weight to the argument, and the 
manner jn which it was peopled increases the force of it. 
The Reformation, was preceded by the discovery of Ame- 
rica, a? if the Almighty graciously meant to open a sanctu- 
ary to the persecuted in future years, when home should 
afford neither friendship nor safety. 

The authority of Great Britain over this Continent is 
a form of Government which, sooner or later, must have 
an end ; and a serious mind can draw no true pleasure by 
looking forward, under the painful and positive conviction 
that what he calls " the present Constitution" is merely 
temporary. As parents, we can have no joy, knowing that 
this Government is not sufficiently lasting to insure any 
thing which we may bequeath to posterity; and, by a plain 
method of argument, as we are running the next generation 
into debt, we ought to do the work of it, otherwise we use 
them meanly and pitifully. In order to discover the line 
of our duty rightly, we should take our children in our 
hand, and fix our station a few years farther into life ; that 
eminence will present a prospect which a few present fears 
and prejudices conceal from our sight. 

Though I would carefully avoid giving unnecessary of- 
fence, yet I am inclined to believe that all those who espouse 
the doctrine of reconciliation, may be included within the 
following descriptions : Interested men who are not to be 
trusted, weak men who cannot see, prejudiced men who 
will not see, and a certain set of moderate men who think 
better of the European world than it deserves ; and this 
last class, by ah ill-judged deliberation, will be the cause of 
more calamities to this Continent than all the other three. 

It is the" .good fortune of many to live distant from the 
scene of present sorrow ; the evil is not sufficiently brought 
to their "doors to make them feel the precariousness with 
which all American property is possessed. But let our 
imaginations transport us for a few moments to Boston; 
that seat of wretchedness will teach us wisdom, and in- 
struct us forever to renounce a Power in whom we can 
have no trust. The inhabitants of that unfortunate city, 
who, but a few months ago, were in ease and affluence, 
have now no other alternative than to stay and starve, or 
turn oulto beg. Endangered by the fire of their friends 
if they continue within the city, and plundered by Govern- 
ment if they leave it. In their present condition they are 
prisoners without the hope of redemption, and, in a general 
attack for their relief, they would be exposed to the fury 
of both armies, 

Men of passive tempers look somewhat lightly over the 
offences of Britain, and, still hoping for the best, are apt 
to call out, " Come, come, we shall be friends again, for 
all this," But examine the passions and feelings of man- 
kind ; bring the doctrine of reconciliation to the touchstone 
of nature, and then tell me whether you can hereafter love, 
honour, and faithfully serve, the Power that hath carried 
fire and sword into your land? If you cannot do all these, 
then yoTi are only deceiving yourselves, and, by your de- 
lay, bringing ruin upon posterity. Your future connection 
with Britain, whom yon can neither love nor honour, will 
be forced and unnatural ; and being formed only on the 
plan of present convenience, will, in a little time, fall into 
a relapse more wretched than the first. But, if you say 
you caifstill pass the violations over, then I ask, hath your 



house been burnt? Hath your property been destroyed 
before your face? Are your wife and children destitute of 
a bed to lie on, or bread to live on? Have you lost a pa- 
rent, or a child, by their hands, and yourself the ruined 
and wretched survivor? If you have not, then you are 
not a judge of those who have. But if you have, and still 
can shake hands with the murderers, then are you unwor- 
thy the name of husband, father, friend, or lover; and 
whatever may be your rank or title in life, you have the 
heart of a coward, and the spirit of a sycophant. 

This is not inflaming or exaggerating matters, but trying 
them by those feelings and affections which nature justifies, 
and, without which, we should be incapable of discharging 
the social duties of life, or enjoying the felicities of it. 1 
mean not to exhibit horror for the purpose of provoking- 
revenge, but to awaken us from fatal and unmanly slum- 
bers, that we may pursue determinately some fixed object. 
'Tis not in the power of England, or of Europe, to con- 
quer America, if she doth not conquer herself by delay and 
timidity. The present winter is worth an. age, if rightly 
employed ; but, if lost or neglected, the whole Continent 
will partake of the misfortune ; and there is no punishment 
which that man doth not deserve, be he who, or what, or 
where he will, that may be the mean? of sacrificing a sea- 
son so precious and useful. 

'Tis repugnant to reason, to the universal order of things, 
to all examples from former ages, to suppose that this Con- 
tinent can long remain subject to any external Power. The 
most sanguine in Britain doth not think so. The utmost 
stretch of human wisdom cannot, at this lime, compass a 
plan, short of separation, which can promise the Continent 
even a year's security. Reconciliation is now a fallacious 
dream. Nature hath deserted the connection, and Art 
cannot supply her place; for, as Milton wisely expresses, 
"never can true reconcilement grow where wounds of 
deadly hate have pierced so deep." 

Every quiet method for peace hath been ineffectual. 
Our prayers have been rejected with disdain, and hath 
tended to convince us that nothing flatters vanity, or con- 
firms obstinacy in Kings, more than repeated petitioning; 
and nothing hath contributed more than that very measure 
to make the Kings of Europe absolute. Witness Den- 
mark and Sweden. Wherefore, since nothing but blows 
will do, for God's sake let us come to a final separation, 
and not leave the next generation to be cutling throats 
under the violated unmeaning names of parent and child. 

To say they will never attempt it again, is idle and vi- 
sionary. We thought so at the repeal of the Stamp Act; 
yet a year or two undeceived us. AsiveJI may we sup- 
pose that nations, which have been once defeated, will 
never renew the quarrel. 

As to Government matters, 'tis not in the power of Bri- 
tain to do this Continent justice. The business of it will 
soon be too weighty and intricate to be managed, with any 
tolerable degree of convenience, by a Power so distant from 
us, and so very ignorant of us; for, if they cannot conquer 
us, they cannot govern us. To be always running three 
or four thousand miles with a tale, or a petition, waiting 
four or five months for an answer, which, when obtained, 
requires five or six more to explain it in, will, in a few 
years, be looked upon as folly and childishness. There 
was a time when it was proper, and there is a proper time 
for it to cease. 

Small islands, not capable of protecting themselves, are 
the proper objects for Government to take under their care ; 
but there is something very absurd in supposing a conti- 
nent to be perpetually governed by an island. In no in- 
stance hath nature made the satellite larger than its primary 
planet ; and as England and America, with respect to each 
other, reverses the common order of nature, ft is evident 
they belong to different systems: England lo Europe; 
America to itself. 

I am not induced by motives of pride, party, or resent- 
ment, to espouse the doctrine of separation and indepen- 
dence. I am clearly, positively, and conscjenriously per- 
suaded, that 'tis the true interest of this Continent to he so; 
that every thing short of that is mere~~patchwork ; that it 
can afford no lasting felicity ; that it is leaving the sword 
to our children, and shrinking back at a timn when a Mule 
more — a little further — would have rendered I this ; Continent 
the glory of the earth- 
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As Britain hath not manifested the least inclination to- 
wards a compromise, we may be assured that no terms can 
be obtained worthy the acceptance of the Continent, or any 
ways equal to the expense of blood and treasure we have 
been already put to. 

The object contended for ought always to bear some just 
proportion to the expense. The removal of North, or the 
whole detestable junto, is a matter unwprthy the millions 
we have expended. A temporary stoppage of trade was 
an inconvenience which would have sufficiently balanced 
the repeal of all the acts complained of, had such repeals 
been obtained; but if the whole Continent must take up 
arms, if every man must be a soldier, it is scarcely worth 
our while to fight against a contemptible Ministry only. 
Dearly, dearly, do we pay for the repeal of the acts, if that 
is all we fight for ; for, in a just estimation, it is as great a 
folly to pay a Bunker-Hill price for law as for land. As 
I have always considered the independency of this Conti- 
nent as an event which, sooner or later, must arrive, so, 
from the late rapid progress of the Continent to maturity, 
the event could not be far off; wherefore, on the breaking 
out of hostilities, it was not worth the while to. have dis- 
puted a matter which time would have finally redressed, 
unless we meant to be in earnest; otherwise, it is like 
wasting an estate on a suit at law to regulate the trespasses 
of a tenant whose lease is just expiring. No man was a 
warmer wisher for reconciliation than myself, before the 
fatal 19th of April, 1775; but the moment the event of 
that day was made known, I rejected the hardened, sullen- 
tempered Pharaoh of England forever, and disdained the 
wretch that, with the pretended title of Father of his Peo- 
ple, can unfeelingly hear of their slaughter, and composedly 
sleep with their blood upon his soul. 

But admitting that matters were now made up, what 
would be the event ? I answer, the ruin of the Continent ; 
and that for several reasons : 

First. The powers of governing still remaining in the 
hands of the King, he will have a negative over the whole 
legislation of this Continent ; and as he hath shown himself 
such an inveterate enemy to liberty, and discovered such 
a thirst for arbitrary power, is he, or is he not, a proper 
man to say to these Colonies, " You shall make no laws 
but what 1 please?" And is there any inhabitant in Ame- 
rica so ignorant as not to know that, according to what is 
called the present Constitution, that this Continent can make 
no laws but what the Kiag gives leave to ? And is there 
any man so unwise as not to see that (considering what 
has happened) he will suffer no laws to be made here, but 
such as suit his purpose. We may be as effectually en- 
slaved by the want of laws in America, as by submitting to 
laws made for us in England. After matters are made up, 
(as it .is_.caU.ed,) can there be any doubt but the whole 
power of the Crown will be exerted to keep this Conti- 
nent as low and humble as possible? Instead of going for- 
ward, we shall go backward, or be perpetually quarrelling, 
or ridiculously petitioning. We are already greater than 
the King wishes us to be; and will he not, hereafter, en- 
deavour to make us less? To bring the matter to one 
point: Is the Power who is jealous of our prosperity, a 
proper Power to govern us ? Whoever says No to this 
question Is an Independent ; for independency means no 
more than whether we shall make our own laws, or whe- 
ther the King, the greatest enemy this Continent hath, or 
can have, shall tell us, "There shall be no laws but such as 
I like." . 

But theKing, you will say, hath a negative in England; 
the people there can make no laws without his consent. 
In point of right and good order, there is something very 
ridiculous that a youth of twenty -one (which hath often 
happened) sball say to six millions of people, older and 
wiser than himself, "I forbid this, or that act of yours, to 
be law." But, in this place, I decline this sort of reply, 
though I will never cease to. expose the absurdity of it, 
and only answer, that England being the King's residence, 
and America, not so, makes quite another case. The 
King's negative here is ten times more dangerous and fata 7 l 
than it car i be in England; for there he will scarcely re- 
fuse his consent to a bill for putting England into as strong 
a state of defence as possible ; and here he would never 
suffer such a. bill to be passed. 

America _is_pnly a secondary object in the system of 



British politicks. England consults the good of this coun- 
try no further than it answers her own purpose ; where- 
fore, her own interest leads her to suppress the growth of 
ours, in every case which doth not promote her advantage, 
or in the least interferes with it. A pretty state we should 
be in, under such, a second-hand Government, considering 
what has happened! Men do not change from enemies 
to friends by the alteration of a name ; and in order to 
show that reconciliation now is a dangerous doctrine, I affirm 
that it would be policy in the King, at this time, to repeal 
the acts, for the sake of reinstating himself in the govern- 
ment of the Provinces, in order that heinay accomplish 
by craft and subtilty, in the long run, what he cannot do 
by force and violence, in the short one. Reconciliation 
and ruin are nearly related. 

Secondly. That as even the best terms, which we can 
expect to obtain can amount to no more than a temporary 
expedient, or a kind of Government by guardianship, which 
can last no longer than till the Colonies come of age, so 
the general face and state of things, in the interim, will be 
unsettled and unpromising. Emigrants of property will not 
choose to come to a country whose form of Government 
hangs but by a thread, and who is every day tottering on 
the brink of commotion and disturbance ; and numbers of 
the present inhabitants would lay hold of the Interval, to 
dispose of their effects, and quit the Continent. .., 

But the most powerful of all arguments is, that nothing 
but independence, i. e. a Continental form of Governrnent, 
can keep the peace of the Continent, and preserve it invio- 
late from civil wars. I dread the event of a reconciliation 
with Britain now, as it is more than probable that it will 
be followed by a revolt, somewhere or other, the conse- 
quences of which may be far more fatal than all the majigg 
of Britain. 

■Thousands are already ruined by British barbarity ; 
(thousands more will probably suffer the same fate.) Those 
men have other feelings than us, who have nothing suffered. 
All they now possess is liberty. What they before enjoyed 
is sacrificed to its service, and having nothing more to lose, 
they disdain submission. Besides, the general temper of 
the Colonies towards a British Government. will be jikfi 
that of a youth who is nearly out of his time : they will 
care very little about her; and a Government which cair- 
not preserve the peace is no Government at all ; and, in 
that case, we pay our money for nothing, And pray what 
is it that Britain can do, whose power will be.whoUy on 
paper, should a civil tumult break out the very day after 
reconciliation? I have heard some men say, many of 
whom 1 believe spoke without thinking, that they dreaded 
an independence, fearing that it would produce. civil wars. 
It is but seldom that our first thoughts are truly correct, 
and that is the case here ; for there are ten times more Jto 
dread from a patched-up connection than from indepen- 
dence. I make the sufferer's case my own, and I protest, 
that were I driven from house and hpnie, my property de-. 
stroyed, and my circumstances ruined, that, as a man sen- 
sible of injuries, I could never relish the doctrine of recon- 
ciliation, or consider myself bound thereby. 

The Colonies hath manifested such a spirit jjf good. order, 
and obedience to Continental Government, as is sufficient 
to make every reasonable person easy and happy on that 
head. No man can assign the least pretence forjiis fears, on 
any other grounds than such as are truly childish and ridi- 
culous, viz : that one Colony will be striving for superiority 
over another. 

Where there are no distinctions, there can .be no.supe- 

riority; perfect equality affords no temptation, The. Re- 

publicks of Europe are all (and we may say always) in, 
peace. Holland and Switzerland are wjtjiout wars, fo- 
reign or dotnestick. Monarchical Governments, it istrue, 
are never long at rest. The Crown, itself is a. temptation 
to enterprising ruffians at home ; and that degree of pride 
and insolence, ever attendant on regal authority, swells into, 
a rupture with foreign Powers in instances. where_ a Repub- 
lican Government, by being formed on. more natural prin- 
ciples, would negotiate the mistake. 

If there is any true cause for fear respecting indepen- 
dence, it is because no plan is yet laid down. Men do 
not see their way out — wherefore, as an opening into that 
business I offer the following hints; aT the same tifije 
modestly affirming, that I have no other ..opinion of them 
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rfiyself, than that they may be the means of giving rise to 
^SSmethmg better. Could the straggling thoughts of indi- 
viduals be collected, they would frequently form materials 
for wise and able men to improve into useful matter. 
■ Let the Assemblies be annual, with a President only. 
The representation more equal. Their business wholly 
domestick, and subject to the authority of a Continental 
Congress. 

,,f Let each Colony be divided into six, eight, or ten con- 
venient districts, each district to seud a proper number of 
Delegates to Congress, so that each Colony send at least 
thirty. The whole number in Congress will be at least 
three hundred and ninety. Each Congress to sit ... . , 
tnd to choose a President by the following method : When 
the Delegates are met, let a Colony be taken from the 
whole thirteen Colonies by lot, after which let the whole 
Congress choose (by ballot) a President from out of the 
Delegates of that Province. In the next Congress let a 
Colony be taken by lot from twelve only, omitting that 
Colony from which the President was taken in the former 
Congress, and so proceeding on till the whole thirteen shall 
have had their proper rotation. And in order that nothing 
(Way pass into a law but what is satisfactorily just, not less 
than three : fifths of the Congress to be called a majority. 
He that will promote discord under a Government so 
equally formed as this, would have joined Lucifer in his 
revolt. 

"But as there is a peculiar delicacy from whom, or in 
what manner, this business must first arise, and as it seems 
most agreeable and consistent, that it should come from 
some intermediate body between the governed and the go- 
vernours, that is, between the Congress and the People, 
let a Continental Conference be held in the following man- 
ner, and for the following purpose : 

A Committee of twenty-six members of Congress, viz : 
two for each Colony. Two members from each House of 
Assembly, or Provincial Convention, and five Represen- 
tatives of the people at large, to be chosen in the capital 
city or "town" 'of each Province, for, and in behalf of the 
whole Province, by as many qualified voters as shall think 
proper to attend from all parts of the Province for that 
purpose ; or if more convenient, the Representatives may 
be chosen in two or three of the most populous parts there- 
of. In this Conference, thus assembled, will be united the 
two grand principles of business — knowledge and power. 
The members of Congress, Assemblies, or Conventions, 
by having had experience in national concerns, will be able 
3nd useful counsellors, and the whole, by being empower- 
ed by the people, will have a truly legal authority. 

The conferring members being met, let their business 
be to frame a Continental Charter, or Charter of the Uni- 
ted Colonies, (answering to what is called the Magna 
Charta of England,) fixing the number and manner of 
choosing Members of Congress, Members of Assembly, 
with their date of sitting, and drawing the line of business 
and jurisdiction between them : (always remembering, that 
our strength and happiness is Continental, not Provincial.) 
Securing freedom and property to all men, and above all 
things, the free exercise of religion, according to the dic- 
tates of conscience ; with such other matters as is neces- 
sary for a Charter to contain. Immediately after which, 
the said Conference to dissolve, and the bodies which shall 
be chosen conformable to the said Charter, to be the legis- 
lators and governours of this Continent, for the time being : 
whose peace and happiness may God preserve. Amen. 

Should any body of men be hereafter delegated for this 
or some similar purpose, I offer them the following ex- 
tract from that wise observer on Governments, Drago- 
netti. " The science," says he, " of the politician consists 
in fixing the true point of happiness and freedom. Those 
men would deserve the gratitude of ages, who should dis- 
cover a mode of government that contained the greatest 
surK of individual happiness, with the least national ex- 
pense. " — Dragonetti on Virtue and Rewards. 

But where, says some, is the King of America 1 I'll tell 
you friend, he reigns above; and doth not make havock of 
mankind like the Royal Brute of Great Britain. Yet that 
we may not appear to Be defective even in earthly honours, 
let a day be solemnly set apart for proclaiming the Char- 
ter : let it be. brought forth placed on the Divine law, the 
Sford °f ^odT; let a crown be placed thereon, by which 



the world may know, that so far as we approve of monar- 
chy, that in America the Law is King. For as in absolute 
Governments the King is Law, so in free countries the Law 
ought to be King; and there ought to be no other. But 
lest any ill use should afterwards arise, let the crown, at 
the conclusion of the ceremony, be demolished and scatter- 
ed among the people, whose right if. is. 

A Government of our own is our natural right: and 
when a man seriously reflects on the precariousness of hu- 
man affairs, he will become convinced, that it is infinitely 
wiser and safer, to form a Constitution of our own, in a cool 
deliberate manner, while we have it in our power, than to 
trust such an interesting event to time and chance. If we 
omit it now, some Massnnello* may hereafter arise, who, 
laying hold of popular disquietudes, may collect together 
the desperate and the discontented, and, by assuming to 
themselves the powers of Government, may sweep away 
the liberties of the Continent like a deluge. Should the 
Government of America return again into the hands of 
Britain, the tottering situation of things will be a tempta- 
tion for some desperate adventurer to try his fortune ; and 
in such a case, what relief can Britain give ? Ere she 
could hear the news, the fatal business might be done; and 
ourselves suffering, like the wretched Britons, under the 
oppression of the Conqueror. Ye that oppose independence 
now, ye know not what ye do: ye are opening a door to 
eternal tyranny, by keeping vacant the seat of Govern- 
ment. There are thousands, and tens of thousands, who 
would think it glorious to expel from the Continent that 
barbarous and hellish power, which have stirred up the In- 
dians and the Negroes to destroy us ; the cruelty hath a 
double guilt, it is dealing brutally by us, and treacherously 
by them. 

To talk of friendship with those in whom our reason 
forbids us to have faith, and our affections wounded through 
a thousand pores, instruct us to detest, is madness and fol- 
ly. Every day wears out the little remains of kindred be- 
tween us and them, and can there be any reason to hope, 
that as the relationship expires, the affection will increase, 
or that we shall agree better, when we have ten times 
more and greater concerns to quarrel over than ever ? 

Ye that tell us of harmony and reconciliation, can ye 
restore to us the time that is past? Can ye give to prosti- 
tution its former innocence? Neither can ye reconcile Bri- 
tain and America. The last cord now is broken, the peo- 
ple of England are presenting addresses against us. There 
are injuries which nature cannot forgive ; she would cease 
to be nature if she did. As well can the lover forgive the 
ravisher of his mistress, as the Continent forgive the mur- 
ders of Britain. The Almighty hath implanted in us 
these unextinguishable feelings for good and wise purposes. 
They are the guardians of His image in our hearts. They 
distinguish us from the herd of common animals. The 
social compact would dissolve, and justice be extirpated 
the earth, or have only a casual existence, were we callous 
to the touches of affection. The robber and the murderer 
would often escape unpunished, did not the injuries which 
our tempers sustain, provoke us into justice. 

ye that love mankind ! Ye that dare oppose not only 
the tyranny, but the tyrant, stand forth! Every spot of 
the old world is overrun with oppression. Freedom hath 
been hunted round the globe. Ada and Africa have long 
expelled her. Europe regards her like a stranger, and 
England hath given her warning to depart. O! receive 
the fugitive, and prepare in time an asylum for mankind. 

IV. Of the present ability o/"America, with some mis- 
cellaneous reflections. 

1 have never met with a man, in England or America, 
who hath not confessed his opinion, that a separation be- 
tween the countries would take place one time or other: 
and there is no instance, in which we have shown less judg- 
ment than in endeavouring to describe what we call the 
ripeness or fitness of the Continent for independence. 

As all men allow the measure, and vary only in opinion 
of the time, let us, in order to remove mistakes, take a 
general survey of things, and endeavour, if possible, to find 

* Thomas Anrllo, otherwise Massanello, a fisherman of Naples, who, 
after spiriting up his countrymen in the publick market place, against 
the oppression of .the Spaniards, to whom the place was then subject, 
prompted them to revolt, and in the space of a duy became King. 
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out the very time. But I need not go far; the inquiry 
ceases at once, for the time hath found us. The general 
concurrence, the glorious union of all things, prove the fact. 

'Tis not in numbers, but in unity, that our great strength 
lies ; yet our present numbers are sufficient to repel the 
-force of all the world. The Continent hath, at this time, 
the largest disciplined army of any Power under Heaven ; 
and is just arrived at that pitch of strength in which no sin- 
gle Colony is able to support itself; and the whole, when 
united, is able to do anything. Our land force is more 
than sufficient ; and as to navy affairs, we cannot be insen- 
sible that Britain would never suffer an American man-of- 
war to be built, while the Continent remained in her hands. 
Wherefore, we should be no forwarder an hundred years 
hence in that branch than we are now ; but the truth is, we 
should be less so, because the timber of the country is 
every day diminishing. 

Were the Continent crowded with inhabitants, her suf- 
ferings under the present circumstances would be intolera- 
ble. The more ^ea- port towns we had, the more should 
we have both to defend and to lose. Our present numbers 
are so happily proportioned to our wants, that no man need 
be idle. The diminution of trade affords an army, and 
the necessities of an army creates a new trade. 

Debts, we have none ; and whatever we may contract 
on this account, will serve as a glorious memento of our 
virtue. Can we but leave posterity with a settled form of 
Government, an independent Constitution of its own, the 
purchase, at any price, will be cheap. But to expend 
millions for the sake of getting a kw vile acts repealed, and 
routing the present Ministry only, is unworthy the charge, 
and is using posterity with the utmost cruelty; because it 
is leaving them the great work to do, and a debt upon 
their backs from which they derive no advantage. Such a 
thought is unworthy a man of honour, and is the true char- 
acteristick of a narrow heart and a peddling politician. 

The debt we may contract doth not deserve our regard 
if the work be but accomplished. No nation ought to be 
wilhout a debt. A national debt is a national bond; and 
when it bears no interest, is in no case a grievance. Bri- 
tain is oppressed with a debt of upwards of one hundred 
and forty millions sterling, for which she pays upwards of 
four millions interest; and as a compensation for her debt, 
she has a large navy; America is without a debt, and with- 
out a navy; but for the twentieth part of the English 
national debt, could have a navy as large again. The 
navy of England is not worth at this time more than three 
millions and_an half sterling. 

No country on the globe is so happily situated, or so 
internally capable of raising a fleet as America. Tar, tim- 
ber, iron, and cordage, are her natural produce. We need 
go abroad for nothing. Whereas the Dutch, who make large 
profits by hiring out their ships of war to the Spaniards 
and Portuguese, are obliged to import most of the mate- 
rials they use. We ought to view the building a fleet as 
an article of commerce, it being the natural manufactory of 
this country; 'tis the best money we can lay out. A Navy 
when finished is worth more than it cost ; and is that nice 
point in najipnal policy, in which commerce and protection 
are united. Let us build; if we want them not, we can 
sell ; and by that means replace our paper currency with 
ready gold and silver. 

In point of manning a fleet, people in general run into 
great errors : it is not necessary that one-fourth part should 
be sailors. The Terrible, privateer, Captain Death, stood 
the hottest engagement of any ship last war, yet had not 
twenty sailors on board, though her complement of men was 
upwards of two hundred. A few able and social sailors will 
soon instruct a sufficient number of active landsmen in the 
common work of a ship. Wherefore, we never can be 
more capable to begin on maritime matters than now, 
while our timber is standing, our fisheries blocked up, and 
our sailors and shipwrights out of employ. Men-of-war, of 
seventy and eighty guns, were built forty years ago in New- 
England, and why not the same now? Ship-building is 
America's greatest pride, and in which she will, in time, 
excel the whole world. The great empires of the East 
are mostly inland, and, consequently, excluded from the 
possibility of rivalling her. Africa is in a state of barba- 
rism ; and no Power in Europe hath either such an extent 
of coast, or such an internal supply of materials. Where 



nature hath given the one, she has withheld the other; to 
America only hath she been liberal of both. The vast 
empire of Russia is almost shut out from the sea; where- 
fore, her boundless forests, her tar, iron, and cordage, are 
only articles of commerce. 

In point of safety ought we to be without a fleet ? We 
are not the little people now which we were sixty years 
ago. At that time we might have trusted our property in the 
streets, or fields rather, and slept securely without locks or 
bolts to our doors and windows. The case now is altered, 
and our methods of defence ought to improve with our in- 
crease of property. A common pirate, twelve months ago, 
might have come up the Delaware, and laid the city of 
Philadelphia under instant contribution for what sum he 
pleased ; and the same might have happened to other 
places. Nay, any daring fellow, in a brig of fourteen or 
sixteen guns, might have robbed the whole Con tlroem, and 
carried off half a million of money. These are circumstan- 
ces which demand our attention, and point out the necessity 
of naval protection. 

Some, perhaps, will say, that after we have made it up 
with Britain, that she will protect us. Can we be so un- 
wise as to mean that she shall keep a navy in our har- 
bours for that purpose ? Common sense will tell us, that 
the Power which hath endeavoured to subdue us, is, of all 
others, the most improper to defend us. Conquest may be 
effected under the pretence of friendship, and ourselves, 
after a long and brave resistance, be at last cheated into 
slavery. And if her ships are not to be admitted into our 
harbours, I would ask, how is she to protect us? A navy, 
three or four thousand miles off, can be of little use, and on 
sudden emergencies, none at all. Wherefore, if we must 
hereafter protect ourselves, why not do it for ourselves? 
Why do it for another? 

The English list of ships-of-war is long and formidable, 
but not a tenth part of them are, at any one time, fit for 
service ; numbers of them not in being ; yet their names are 
pompously continued in the list, if only a plank is left of the 
ship ; and not a fifth part of such as are fit for service, can 
be spared on any one station at one time, . The East and 
West-Indies, Mediterranean, Africa, and other parts over 
which Britain extends her claim, make large demands upon 
her navy. From a mixture of prejudice and inattention, 
we have contracted a false notion respecting the navy of 
England, and have talked as if we should have the whole 
of it to encounter at once, and for that reason, supposed, 
that we must have one as large; which not being instantly 
practicable, have been made use of by a set of disguised 
Tories to discourage our beginning thereon. Nothing can 
be further from truth than this, for if America had only a 
twentieth part of the naval force of Britain, she would be 
by far an overmatch for her; because, as we neither have, 
nor claim any foreign dominion, our whole force would 
be employed on our own coast, where we should, in the 
long run, have two to one the advantage of those who had 
three or four thousand miles to sail over, before they could 
attack us, and the same distance to return in order to refit 
and recruit. And, although Britain by her fleet hath a 
check over our trade to Europe, we have as large a one 
over her trade to the West-Indies, which, by laying in the 
neighbourhood of the Continent lies entirely at its mer- 

c i'- . : 

Some method might be fallen on to keep up a naval force 

in time of peace, if we should not judge it necessary to 
support a constant navy. If premiums were to be given to 
merchants to build and employ in their service ships mount- 
ed with twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty guns, (the premiums 
to be in proportion to the loss of bulk to the merchant,) 
fifty or sixty of those ships, with a few gaard-ship? on con- 
stant duty, would keep up a sufficient navy, and that with-- 
out burdening ourselves with the evil so loudly complained 5 
of in England, of suffering their fleets in time ofpeace to Ije 
rotting in the docks. To unite the sinews of commerce 
and defence is sound policy; for when our strength 1 and our 
riches play into each other's hand, we need fear no external- 
enemy. In almost every article of defence we 8001104.- 
Hemp flourishes even to rankness, so that we need not want 
cordage. Our iron is superior to thaLofothej' countries.. 
Our small-arms equal to any in the world. Cannon we can 
cast at pleasure; saltpetre and gunpowder we are every 
day producing. Our knowledge is hourly improving. R&- 
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solution is our inherent character, and courage hath never 
yet forsaken us. Wherefore, what is it that we want ? 
why is it that we hesitate? From Britain we can expect 
nothing but ruin. If she is once admitted to the govern- 
ment of America again, this Continent will not be worth 
living in. Jealousies will be always arising ; insurrections 
will be constantly happening ; and who will go forth to 
'quell them ? Who will venture his life to reduce his own 
countrymen to a foreign obedience ? The difference between 
Pennsylvania and Connecticut, respecting some unlocated 
lands, shows the insignificance of a British Government, 
and fully proves that nothing but Continental authority 
can regulate Continental matters. 

Another reason why the present time is preferable to all 
others, is, that the fewer our numbers are, the more land 
there is yet unoccupied, which, instead of being lavished 
by the King on his worthless dependants, may be hereafter 
applied, not only to the discharge of the present debt, but 
to the constant support of Government. No nation under 
Heaven hath such an advantage as this. 

The infant state of the Colonies, as it is called, so far 
from being against, is an argument in favour of indepen- 
dence. We are sufficiently numerous, and were we more 
so, might be less united. 'Tis a matter worthy of observa- 
tion, that the more a country is peopled, the smaller their 
armies are. In military numbers, the ancients far exceed- 
ed the moderns ; and the reason is evident, for trade being 
the consequence of population, men become too much 
■absorbed thereby to attend to any thing else. Commerce 
diminishes the spirit both of patriotism and military de- 
fence. And history sufficiently informs us, that the bravest 
achievements were always accomplished in the non-age of 
a nation. With the increase of commerce England hath 
lost its spirit. The city of London, notwithstanding its 
numbers, submits to continued insults with the patience of 
a coward. The more men have to lose, the less willing are 
they to venture. The rich are in general slaves to fear, 
and submit to courtly power with the trembling duplicity of 
a spaniel. 

Youth is the seed time of good habits, as well in nations 
as in individuals. It might be difficult, if not impossible to 
Torm the Continent into one Government half a century 
hence. The vast variety of interests occasioned by an in- 
crease of trade and population would create confusion. 
Colony would be against Colony. Each being able, would 
scorn each other's assistance : and while the proud and fool- 
ish gloried in their little distinctions, the wise would lament 
that the Union had not been formed before. Wherefore, 
the present time is the true time for establishing it. The 
intimacy which is contracted in infancy, and the friendship 
which is formed in misfortune, are, of all others, the most 
lasting and unalterable. Our present union is marked with 
both these characters : we are young, and we have been dis- 
tressed ; but our concord bath withstood our troubles, and 
fixes a memorable era for posterity to glory in. 

The present time likewise, is that peculiar time which 
never happens to a nation but once, viz : the time of form- 
ing itself into a Government. Most nations have let slip 
the opportunity, and by that means have been compelled 
to receive laws from their conquerors, instead of making 
laws for themselves. First they had a King, and then a 
form of Government ; whereas, the Articles or Charter of 
Government should be formed first, and men delegated to 
execute them afterward : but from the errors of other na- 
tions let us learn wisdom, and lay hold of the present op- 
portunity —to begin Government at the right end. 

When William the Conqueror subdued England, be 
gave them law at the point of the sword ; and until we con- 
sent that the seat of Government in America be legally 
and authoritatiyely occupied, we shall be in danger of hav- 
ing it filled by some fortunate ruffian, who may treat us in 
the same manner, and then where will be our freedom ? 
where our property? 

As to religion, I hold it to be the indispensable duty of 
Government to protect all conscientious professors thereof, 
.and I know of no other business which Government hath 
.to do therewith : let a man throw aside that narrowness of 
.soul, that selfishness of principle, which the niggards of all 
professions are so unwilling to part with, and he will be 
delivered of his fears on that head. Suspicion is the com- 
.panion of mean souls, and the bane of all good society. For 



myself, I fully and conscientiously Relieve, that it is the 
will of the Almighty that there should be diversity of reli- 
gious opinions among us. It affords a larger field for our 
Christian kindness; were we all of one way of thinking, our 
religious dispositions would want matter for probation ; and 
on this liberal principle, I look on the various denomina- 
tions among us to be like children of the same family, dif- 
fering only in what is called their Christian names. 

In page 1555, I threw out a few thoughts on the propri- 
ety of a Continental Charter, (for I only presume to offer 
hints, not plans,) and in this place 1 take the liberty of re- 
mentioning the subject, by observing, that a CharteT is to 
be understood as a bond of solemn obligallon, which the 
whole enters into, to support the right of every separate 
part, whether of religion, personal freedom, or property. 
A right reckoning makes long friends. 

In a former page I likewise mentioned the necessity of 
a large and equal representation ; and there is no political 
matter which more deserves our attention. A small num- 
ber of Electors, or a small number of Representatives, are 
equally dangerous. But if the number of the Representa- 
tives be not only small, but unequal, the danger is increas- 
ed. As an instance of this, 1 mention the following: When 
the Associators' petition was before the House of Assembly 
of Pennsylvania, twenty-eight members only were present ; 
all the Bucks County members, being eight, voted against 
it, and had seven of the Chester members done the same, 
this whole Province had been governed by two Counties 
only; and this danger it is always exposed to. The un- 
warrantable stretch likewise, which that House made in 
their last sitting, to gain an undue authority oyer the Dele- 
gates of that Province, ought to warn the people at large 
how they trust power Out of their own hands. A set of 
instructions for the Delegates were put together, which, in 
point of sense and business, would have dishonoured a 
school-boy, and after being approved by a few, (a very few 
without doors,) were carried into the House, and there pass- 
ed in behalf of the whole Colony: whereas, did the whole 
Colony know with what ill-will 'that House hath entered 
on some necessary publick measures, they would not hesi- 
tate a moment to think them unworthy of such a trust. 

Immediate necessity makes many things convenient, 
which if continued would grow into oppression. Expedi- 
ence and right, are different things. When the calamities 
of America required a consultation, there was no method so 
ready, or at that time so proper, as to appoint persons from 
the several Houses of Assembly for that porpose ; and the 
wisdom with which they have proceeded hath preserved 
this Continent from ruin. But as it is morejhan probahle 
that we shall never be without a Congress, every well- 
wisher to good order must own that the mode for choos- 
ing members of that body deserves consideration. And I 
put it as a question to those who make a study of man- 
kind, whether representation and election is not too great 
a power for one and the same body of men to possess ? 
When we are planning for posterity, we ought to remem- 
ber that virtue is not hereditary. 

It is from our enemies that we often gain excellent max- 
ims, and are frequently surprised into reason by their mis- 
takes. Mr. Cornwall (one of the Lords of the Treasury) 
treated the petition of the New- York Assembly with con- 
tempt, because that House, he said, consisted but of twen- 
ty-six members, which trifling number, he argued, could not 
with decency be put for the whole. We thank him for 
his involuntary honesty.* 

To conclude, however strange it may appear to some, 
or however unwilling they may be to think so, matters not, 
but many strong and striking reasons may be given, to shew, 
that nothing can settle our affairs so expeditiously as an 
open and determined Declaration for Independence. Some 
of which are : 

First. It is the custom of nations, when any two are at 
war, for some other Powers, not engaged in the quarrel, to 
step in as mediators, and bring about the preliminaries of a 
peace; but while America calls herself the subject of Great 
Britain, no Power, however well disposed she may be, can 
offer her mediation. Wherefore, in our present state, we 
may quarrel on for ever. 

•Those who would fully understand of what great consequence a 
large and equal representation is to a. State, should read Burgh's Poli- 
tical Disquisitions. 
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Secondly. It is unreasonable to suppose that France or 
Spain will give us any kind of assistance, if we mean only 
to make use of that assistance for the purpose of repair- 
ing the breach, and strengthening the connection between 
Britain and America; because those Powers would be 
sufferers by the consequences. 

Thirdly. While we profess ourselves the subjects of 
Britain, we must in the eye of foreign nations be considered 
as Rebels. The precedent is somewhat dangerous to their 
peace, for men to be in arms under the name of subjects: 
we on the spot can solve the paradox ; but to unite resis- 
tance and subjection, requires an idea much too refined for 
common understanding. 

Fourthly. Were a manifesto to be published, and des- 
patched to foreign Courts, setting forth the miseries we have 
endured, and the peaceable methods we have ineffectually 
used for redress, declaring, at the same time, that not being 
able any longer to live happily or safely, under the cruel 
disposition of the British Court, we had been driven to the 
necessity of breaking off all connections wirh her; at the 
same time assuring all such Courts of our peaceable dis- 
position towards them, and of our desire of entering into 
trade with them, such a memorial would produce more 
good effects to this Continent than if a ship were freighted 
with petitions to J?r£to'ra. 



Under our present denomination of British subjects, we 
can neither be received nor heard abroad; the custom of 
all Courts is against us, and will be so, until, by an Inde- 
pendence, we take rank with other nations. 

These proceedings may at first appear strange and diffi- 
cult, but, like all other steps which we have already passed 
over, will, in a little time, become familiar and agreeable ; 
and until an Independence is declared, the Continent will 
feel itself like u man who continues putting off some un- 
pleasant business from day to day, yet knows it must be 
done, hates to set about it, wishes it over, and is continually 
haunted with the thoughts of its necessity.* 

* Philadelphia, April 28, 1776. — The writer of " Common Seme," 
and the "Forester," is the same person; his name is Paine, a gentle, 
man, about two years ago from England, a man who, General Lee 
says, has genius in his eyes. The writer of "Cassandra " is said to be 
Mr. James Cannon, a tutor in. the Philadelphia College. "Cato," is 
reported here to be Doctor Smith, a match for Brattle. The Oration 
[in memory of General Montgomery, J was an insolent performance. A 
motion was made [in Congress] to thank the orator, and aBk a copy, but 
opposed with great spirit and vivacity, from every part of the room, and 
at last withdrawn, lest it should be rejected, as it certainly would have 
been, with great indignation. The orator then printed it himself, after 
leaving out or altering some offensive passages. This is one of the 
many irregular and extravagant characters of the age. I never heard 
one single person speak well of any thing about_hi_m but his abilities, 
which are generally allowed to be good. The appointment of him to 
make the oration was a great oversight and mistake. Joiim Adams. 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Monday, January 29, 1776. 

In Committee of Safely : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, James 
Mease, George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel 
Miles, Owen Biddle, George Gray, James Biddle., 

Upon application of Major Bayard for permission to em- 
ploy a Pilot and Pilot-boat to cruise off the Capes o( De- 
laware, for a Ship, with Arms and Ammunition, bound to 
this port: 

By order of the Board, the Chairman wrote to Mr. Hen- 
ry Fisher, directing him to furnish Mr. Nathaniel Ramsey 
with a Pilot and Boat, for the above-mentioned purpose. 
. Lieutenant Cameron, taken with Mr. Connolly, and con- 
fined, by order of Congress, as a person inimical to the 
liberties of America, was this day brought before this 
Board, and, being examined, and found to have acted an 
inimical part in the present dispute between Great Britain 
and these Colonies, was remanded to jail, and there to re- 
main till the further order of Congress and this Board. 

John Fox, of this city, blacksmith, having informed this 
Committee, that Peter Cribs, his apprentice lad, is inlisled 
on the Continental service, by Lieutenant Collier, of Col- 
onel Magau's. Battalion, and it appearing that the said 
John Fox has paid a consideration for the time of the said 
apprentice, the Commanding Officer of said Battalion is 
hereby desired to discharge him from his inlistment, on 
being repaid all the charges attending it. 

Resolved, That no business be gone into before the Mi- 
nutes of the preceding day's being read. 

That the Minutes of this Board for the day be constantly 
read before the Members separate. 

That no Member leave this Board without the permis- 
sion of the Board. 

Resolved, That this Board will, on Monday, the 5th day 
of February next, appoint Officers for a Company of Ma- 
trosses, to be immediately raised in this Province, for the 
service of Canada. And this Resolve to be published in 
the Newspapers, to the end applications may be made by 
such as choose to enter into the said service. 

Mr. Apiy finding it inconvenient to victual the people 
confined by order of Congress in jail, Sachervil Wood was 
directed to provide them wjth the usual allowance, for se- 
ven Shillings and six Pence per week, each man, to com- 
mence to-morrow. 

Tuesday, January 30, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, John Cadwallader, George Cly- 
mer, Robert White, Samuel Morris, Thomas Wharton, Jr., 
James Mease, George Gray, Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel 
Howell, Alexander Wilcocks, Joseph Reed, James Biddle, 
Owen Biddle. 



Robert Towers reports his having received from Major 
Cox, 4,465 eight-ounce balls, for swivels ; 4 thirty-two- 
pound double-headed shot; 16 twenty-four pound double- 
headed shot; 36 eighteen- pound double-headed shot. 

Upon application of John Handlyn, for the payment of 
his Account for repairing a number of Fire-locks for Cap- 
tain Dorsey's Company, in the Battalion late Colonel 
Bull's, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Cald- 
well, for twenty-two Pounds sixteen Shillings, in his fa- 
vour. 

Resolved, That Captain White procure the Timber for 
making fifty large Cannon-carriages. 

Upon application of Captain William Williams, for the 
payment of four Fire-locks purchased by him for the use of 
his Company, in the Battalion late Colonel Bull's, an Order 
was drawn in his favour for sixteen Pounds, ten Shillings, 
on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, Paymasters. 

By Order of the Board, the following Advertisements 
were sent to Messrs. Hall fy Sellers, and Messrs. Brad- 
fords, and the other Printers of this city, requesting them 
to publish them in their next Papers: 

As Rags and Lint are essentially necessary for ,the 
publick service, this Committee most earnestly request the 
inhabitants of this City to collect what oTd Lfnen they 
have, and can spare ; and, in the course_of _next_ week, per- 
sons, properly authorized under the hand of the Secretary 
of the Committee, will call at their houses, to receive. 

Such persons, also, as have Saltpetre to dispose of, are 
hereby notified that Robert Towers, Commissary, next 
door but one to the Presbyterian Meeting-House, in Mar- 
Icet street, will receive the same, and pay them therefor. 

The Board adjourned to half-after four„o!c]ock, this day. 

Agreeable to adjournment, the following Members at- 
tended : 

John Nixon, Daniel Roberdeau, George Gray, Joseph 
Reed, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Morris, Jun., Sa- 
muel Howell, Owen Biddle, John Cadwallader, George 
Clymer, James Mease, Alexander Wilcocks, James Biddle, 
Robert White. 

By Letter from Mr. Henry Wynlcoop to this Commit- 
tee, dated Bucks County, the 24th instant, it appears that 
James Wallace, Andrew Kechlin, and Joseph Fenton, Jun., 
were appointed by the Committee of Inspection and Ob- 
servation of said County, to attend the SaltpetreLW/orks in 
this City, to be instructed in the manufacture of that.com- 
modity; and to set up Works at their respective houses in 
Bucks County, for the instruction of the inhabitants. Jarnes 
Wallace being, also, by said Committee: rejsptmjiended as 
the Officer for receiving and paying for the Saltpetre roade 
in Bucks County : ^ J!_: 1:- 

Resolved, That on application of said John Wallace, he 
shall receive a sufficient sum of Money and Gunpowder for 
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the purposes aforesaid, agreeable lo the advertisement from 
this Board, 

Agreeable to direction of Congress, this Board went into 
the examination of Doctor Connolly, and find him to be a 
person inimical lo the liberties and dangerous to the safety 
of these Colonies; therefore, was remanded to Jail till the 
further orders of Congress^ or this Committee. 

Upon application of Mr. King, for the payment of his 
Bill, for a quantity of Grape Shot made for, and delivered 
to this Board, this Committee came to the following Re- 
solve : That he be paid four Pence per pound for said Shot ; 
and that he be allowed fifty-five Pounds as a recompense 
for his having undertaken this business, and the unexpect- 
ed disappointments he met with on carrying it into execu- 
tion. 

Wednesday, January 31, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, JohnCadwallader, James Mease, 
James Biddle, Samuel Howell, Samuel Morris, Jan., Owen 
Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau, George Gray. 

Upon application of Captain Proctor, for a sum of Money 
for theTiecruiting Service, by order of the Board an Order 
was drawn on Mr. John Maxwell Nesbitt, for fifty Pounds 
for said purpose. 

Upon application of Captain Josiah Harmar, for the 
payment of ten Fire-locks, purchased by him for the use of 
his Company, in the Battalion late Colonel Bull's, by order 
of the Board an Order was drawn in his favour on Messrs. 
Mease and Caldivell, for thirty-six Pounds nine Shillings. 

The Memorial of the Captains and Lieutenants of the 
Armed Boats, was this day read, and referred to Friday 
next. 

Whereas, it is represented to this Board, by the Commit- 
tee of the County of Philadelphia, that Thomas Auslinls 
charged, by several witnesses, with having uttered many 
declarations inimical to the cause of American liberty, and 
tending to excite groundless fears and apprehensions in the 
minds of the good people of this Province : 

It is Resolved, That the said Tlwmas Austin be required 
to attend this Committee, on Tuesday, the 6th day of Feb- 
ruary next, at eleven o'clock, in the morning, to answer 
the said charges ; and that for that purpose he be served 
with a copy of this Resolve. 

The following Notice was sent to Josiah Hart, Marshall 
Edwards, Jacob Laughlin, and Caspar Fetters, Witnesses 
in the complaint against Thomas Austin, viz : 

You are hereby required to attend the Committee of 
Safety, on Tuesday, the 6lh day of February next, at eleven 
o'clock, in the morning, to declare such matters as you 
know touching a certain charge exhibited to the said Board 
against Thomas Austin. 

Thursday, February 1, 1776. 

In Committee of Safejy : Present — 

John. Nixon, Chairman, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Owen 
Biddle, Samuel Howell, Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Mor- 
ris, Jun., James Mease, James Biddle, Samuel Miles, Jo- 
seph Reed, Robert White, John CadwaUader, Anthony 
Wayne, Alexander Wilcocks, George Clymer. 

Upon application of the Committee of Accounts, by 
order of the Board an Order was drawn on Michael Hil- 
legas, Esq., in favour of John Nixon, Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., and James Mease, or either of their Orders, for the 
sum of ten thousand Pounds. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Penrose having informed this Board, 
that a First Lieutenant is wanting in the Fifth Battalion of 
Troops to be raised in this Province, in the Continental 
service, this Committee, therefore, do appoint Richard 
Seward to be a First Lieutenant in said Battalion. 

Upon application of John Tyler, for the payment of his 
Account for repairing a number of Fire-locks belonging 
to Captain WUlet's Company, in the Battalion late Colonel 
Bull's, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Cald- 
well, in" his favour, for eleven Pounds five Shillings and 
nine Pence. 

Resolved, That Samuel Howell be joined to Robert 
Morris, Thomas Wharton, Jun., and Robert White, the 



Committee for importing Fire-arms, Gunpowder, Saltpe- 
tre, &c, from foreign parts for the use of this Province, to 
aid and assist them in that service. 

Mr. Graiz having a quantity of Blankets and other 
Woollen Goods, said to be proper for covering and clothing 
the Troops now raising for the Continental service, this 
Board gave him directions to order the said Goods imme 
diately to this City, and if they are found suitable for the 
above purposes, this Board will allow him a generous price 
for them. 

Messrs. David Rittenhouse, Daniel Joy, JohnMcNeal, 
and Samuel Morris, were by a Resolve of the 22d ultimo, 
appointed and required to make a survey of the Jersey- 
Shore, from Billingsport to Newton- Creek, and to deter- 
mine what parts it may be necessary to fortify, to make an 
estimate of the expense thereof, and report the same to 
this Board, agreeable thereto, they make the following 
Report : 

To the Honourable the Committee, of Safety for the Pro- 
vince of Pennsylv ani a. 
Gentlemen: According to your request, we proceeded 
from hence into the Province of New-Jersey, to the lower 
part of Billingsport, on the river Delaware, and surveyed 
the shore from thence to the lowland near _ Mantua- Creek. 
We determined the bearing and distance of the pier at the 
fort, from thence, and likewise the breadth of the channel 
opposite Billingsport, which was readily done by means of 
the grounded ice on each side of it. From Billingsport we 
went to Red-Bank, and there, by measuring two stations, 
and taking several bearings, we ascertained its distance from 
the upper pier aforesaid. From Red-Bank we returned to 
Gloucester, where we took several bearings, which served 
to complete the draft which accompanies this, in which you 
will see the particular bearings and distances laid down with 
as much accuracy as the time would admit. If we may 
presume to give our judgment with regard to fortifying any 
part of the Jersey-Shore, we are unanimous in our opinion, 
that it is not advisable, because any part of Billingsport, 
or Red- Bank, is at too great a distance from the chevaux- 
de-frise, for either friends, or enemies, to annoy, with cer- 
tainty, any boats, Sic, that may be stationed LaLthem ; arid 
if a fort were built at either of these places, tire enemy 
would land above or helow it without any difficulty, (unless 
a superior army could be collected before, on the spot to 
oppose thern,) and oblige our people to spike their cannon, 
and quit the fort, or submit to be made prisoners, and the 
very means of our defence be made to operate against us, 
or at least be dismantled. To obviate which, we humbly 
offer a different manner of defence and. annoyance to your 
consideration, which is to have a number of guns, twelve 
or eighteen pounders, mounted on strong travelling car- 
riages, and previous to the enemy's approach to raise breast- 
works at the most convenient places at Billingsport, Mar- 
cus Hellim's, and other places, from whence these guns, thus 
mounted, and well plied with star and cross-barred shot, 
will annoy the enemy much, and, if they should land and 
press hard, our people can retreat and make a fresh standi 
at suitable places. If the enemy should land their whole 
force in the Jerseys, with an intent (as we may suppose) 
lo bombard this city, in such case the bridges, after our 
cannon are retreated over them, should be destroyed, with 
houses, barns, fences, &c, which would assists them in 
crossing; and thus, if our cannon are well supported with 
musketry, every inch of ground may be disputed with great 
inconveniency and loss to the enemy. 

Daniel Jot, 

David Rittenhouse, 

John McNeal. 

Friday, February 2, 177C. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

Alexander Wilcocks, Chairman, James Biddle, George 
Clymer, Samuel Miles, Owen Biddle, Samuel Howell, 
Daniel Roberdeau, John CadwaUader, George Gray. 

Upon application of Mr. James Chapman, one of the 
Commissaries of Buck's County, for a sum of Money to 
purchase a quantity of Osnaburghs for Knapsacks, for the 
u^ofthatjCounty, by order of the Board an Order was 
drawn in his favour, on Michael Hillegas, Esq., for fifty 
Pounds for that purpose. 
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Saturday, February 3, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, James Biddle, George Clymer, 
Samuel Miles, Joseph Reed, Samuel Howell, Given Bid- 
die, Daniel Roberdcau, James Mease, John Cadwallader, 
Robert White. 

Upon application of Mr. James Wallace, a gentleman, 
appointed by the Committee of Bucks County, to receive 
and pay for the Saltpetre that may be made and delivered 
him in that County, by order of the Board an Order was 
drawn on Mr. John Nixon, and others, the Committee of 
Accounts, for fifteen Pounds, and an Order on Mr. Towers, 
Commissary, for one-quarter cask of Powder, for the above 
said purpose. 

Upon application of Mr. Antis, an Order was directed 
to Mr. Towers, to deliver him six pounds of Powder, to 
repay that quantity borrowed by him to prove a cannon 
made by himself and Mr. Potts, at Warwick- Furnace. 

Robert Colebrook and James O'Neil, two persons taken 
with Captain Campbell, and confined in Jail by order of 
the Congress, were this day discharged from their confine- 
ment. 

John Broivn, the servant of Doctor Connolly, was order- 
ed from the Jail to the Work-House, there to be kept in 
safe custody till the further orders of this Board. 

In consequence of a Petition from John Hackett, late 
Stewart on board the Dickinson, the Commodore was this 
day directed to discharge him from the Fleet. 

Resolved, That the pay of the Captains of the Armed 
Boats be increased to ten Pounds per month, or twenty-six 
and two-thirds Dollars; the pay of the First Lieutenants 
be seventeen Dollars per month; that the pay of the Se- 
cond Lieutenants be fourteen Dollars per month, to com- 
mence the first instant. 

Resolved, That all Ships or Vessels-of-War, with. their 
boats, guns, tackle, furniture, and goods on board, that 
shall be taken and made prize of in the river Delaware by 
any of the Vessels, or Armed Boats, fitted or fitting out for 
this Province, and be condemned as lawful prize, shall be 
two-third parts thereof for the use of the Captors, and the 
remaining one-third part thereof to be applied, by the As- 
sembly or Committee of Safety of this Province, for the 
maintenance and support of such Officers, Soldiers, and 
Seamen as shall be maimed or disabled in the said service, 
and of the Widows and Children of such as may be killed 
in the same, in such manner as the said Assembly or Com- 
mittee shall think proper. 

" Resolved, That all other Ships or Vessels, Goods, 
Wares, and Merchandise, that shall be taken by any of the 
Vessels, or Armed Boats, fitted or fitting out by this Pro- 
vince, and condemned as lawful prize, shall be distributed 
according to the Resolve of the Congress. 



Monday, February 5, 177G. 

In Committee of Safety: Present — 

James Mease, Chairman, Owen Biddle, George Cly- 
mer, Daniel Roberdeau, John Cadwallader, Alexander 
Wilcocks, Samuel Howell, James Biddle, Samuel Morris, 
Thomas Wharton, Jun., George Gray. 

Resolved, That the Officers and Soldiers of the Batte- 
ries belonging to this Province, shall be entitled to a pro- 
portionable share of all Prizes that shall be taken within 
sight of the same, or after having been engaged with such 
Battery. 

Barnet Eichelberger, appointed by this Board as a Lieu- 
tenant in the Sixth Battalion of Continental Troops, to be 
raised in this Province, having resigned his commission, 
and the Committee of York County having recommended 
Mr. John Eddy as a proper person to be appointed in his 
stead : 

Resolved, That the said Mr. John Eddy be appointed 
First Lieutenant in said Battalion, in the place of Mr. Bar- 
net Eichelberger. 

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on John 
Nixon, and. others, the Committee of Accounts, for twen- 
ty-two Shillings and six Pence, in favour of William Chew, 
being for horse-hire, and his trouble in delivering a Letter 
from this Board to Mr. Thomas Austin, and others. 



The Petition from the Committee of Privates being 
read, this Board 

Resolved, That the matters therein prayed for are rea- 
sonable and proper, and this Committee will pay a due re- 
gard to the same. 

Resolved, That the appointment of the Officers of the 
Company of Matrosses, to be raised for the service of the 
United Colonies, be adjourned to the 7th instant. 

Tuesday, February 6, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, James Biddle, 
George Clymer, Joseph Reed, Owen Biddle, Alexander 
Wilcocks, John Cadwallader, George Gray, Daniel Ro- 
berdeau, James Mease. 

Resolved, That Mr. Mease, Mr. Clymer, and Mr. How- 
ell be a Committee to treat with Messrs. Bayard and 
Hodge concerning the importation of a number of Fire- 
locks from foreign parts. 

Upon application of Mr. John Wilcocks, an Order was 
drawn on Michael Hilhgas, Esq., in favour of himself, 
Samuel Meredith, and Richard Peters, Jun., for one hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds, being towards the payment of Gun- 
Locks and Files engaged for this Province. 

Mr. Thomas Austin, agreeable to a Resolve of the 31st 
ultimo, appeared before this Board and examined, in an- 
swer to the Depositions ofJosiah Hart, Marshall Edwards, 
Jacob Laughlin, and Casper Fetters, against him, as a 
person inimical to the liberties of America, and, agreeable 
to his desire, the Board did not determine as to the mat- 
ters alleged against him, he having promised to attend on 
Wednesday next, which time was given him in order to 
his bringing evidence, should he find any to appear in his 
favour; and Mr. Austin promises to give notice to the gen- 
tlemen who have already given evidence against him, 
should he bring any to confront them. 



Wednesday, February 7, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present — 

Owen Biddle, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, George 
Clymer, Samuel Howell, George Gray, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jun., Samuel Morris, Jun., James Biddle, Anthony 
Wayne. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on Messrs. 
Mease and Caldwell, in favour of William Rush, for thir- 
ty-two Pounds five Shillings and nine Pence, being the 
amount of eleven Fire-locks, purchased by him for the 
use of Captain Jones's Company, in the Battalion late 
Colonel Bull's. 

Doctor Hugh Hodge having been examined by the 
Surgeons and Physicians appointed for that purpose/was 
recommended by them as a proper person to be appointed 
Surgeon to a Battalion. 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Hugh Hodge be 
appointed Surgeon to the Third Battalion of Troops to be 
raised in this Province fqr theseryjee of the United Colo- 
nies. 

Resolved, That Mr. Towers examine into the price? of 
the different articles (except the repairing of arms) charg- 
ed in Captain Moulder's Account, and if they are found 
reasonable, this Board will pay for them. 

A Letter was wrote to the Committee of Safety of the 
Province of Maryland, offering to instruct such persons as 
are recommended by them, or any of their Committees, in 
the method of making Saltpetre, and ordered to he signed 
by the Chairman. 

Thursday, February 8, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, Henry Wyn- 
koop, James Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau, Joseph Reed, 
George Gray, Owen Biddle, Alexander Wilcocks. 

Upon application of Colonel Joseph Penrose, an Order 
was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, for one thou- 
sand Pounds, in his favour, being for the use of Colonel 
Magau's Battalion, now raising for the service of the Uni- 
iedUolonies. 
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,Upon application of Mr. Henry Wynkoop, an order was 
drawn on \ Robert Towers, Commissary, for six pounds 
of, Powder, for proving Musket-Barrels made in Bucks 
County. 

Agreeable to a Resolve of Congress, this Board went 
into the choice of a proper person to be appointed Captain 
of the Company of Matrosses, to be raised in this Pro- 
vince for the service of the United Colonies ; when they 
made choice of Mr. Bernard Romans. 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Bernard Romans 
be appointed Captain of the said Company of Matrosses. 

Resolved, That Thomas Hanson be appointed Quarter- 
master of the Second Battalion of Troops to be raised in 
this Province, for the service of the United Colonies. 

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on Messrs. 
Mease and Caldwell, in favour of Colonel Anthony Wayne, 
for one thousand Pounds, being for the use of his Battalion 
in the service of the United Colonies. 

Resolved, That the Brigantine Hetty, Captain Loit, or 
any other vessel employed by Captain Vanhorn, for the 
Committee for importing Powder, Arms, Sic, from foreign 
parts, be insured by this Committee against all seizures on 
account of her having such articles on board for this Com- 
mittee ; and in esse she may be so lost, this Board will 
pay for her, agreeable to her valuation, by three indiffe- 
rent persons, to be agreed on by the owners of said vessel 
and this Committee. 

Agreeable to a Resolve of the 25th ultimo, the gentle- 
men therein mentioned, and appointed to consider of proper 
places to erect suitable Works, for the purpose of working 
up into Gunpowder the different materials that may be im- 
ported or be procured at home for that use, report that 
they have received several Proposals from different persons 
who are willing to erect Powder-Mills, and which Proposals 
they now leave with the Board. 

Resolved, That Mr. Reed and Mr. Wilcocks be a Com- 
mittee lo wait oil Congress, with the above-mentioned Pro- 
posals, with a Memorial from this Board, setting forth the 
necessity and importance of such Mills being erected, and 
that as all the Saltpetre now ready for use is the property 
of the Congress, that this Board tender Congress their as- 
sistance in promoting this business. 

That Mr. Reed and Mr. Wilcocks apply to Congress, 
and require they would repay this Board the Fire-arms 
and Powder supplied them at different times. 

Mr. Reed and Mr. Wilcocks report that they delivered 
the above-mentioned Memorial to Congress, which would 
be immediately taken into consideration. 

Friday, February 9, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present— 

Samuel Howell, Chairman, George Gray, Anthony 
Wayne, Robert White, Owen Biddle, Daniel Roberdcau, 
Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Morris, Jun., Joseph 
Reed, George Clymer, James Biddle. 

Resolved, That John Harper be appointed Quarter- 
master to the Fourth Battalion of Troops to be raised in 
this Province for the service of the United Colonies. 

Resolved, That Richard Collier be appointed Quarter- 
master to the Fifth Battalion of Troops to be raised in this 
Province for the service of the United Colonies. 

Resolved, That Garait Stedafort be appointed Quar- 
termaster to the Third Battalion of Troops to be raised in 
this Province for the service of the United Colonies. 

Mr. Blith, a gentleman recommended by the Committee 
of Cumberland County to be instructed in the manufac- 
ture of Saltpetre, having produced the account of his ex- 
penses, amounting to three Pounds twelve Shillings and six 
Pence, by order of the Board the Committee of Accounts 
was desired to pay the same. 

Upon application of Joseph Collier for the payment of 
fifty Cartridge-Boxes, Bayonet-Belts, and Scabbards, de- 
livered to the Commissioners and Assessors of Berks Coun- 
ty, agreeable to their Certificate by order of the Board an 
Order was drawn on Michael Hillegas, Esquire, for thirty 
Pounds, being the amount of said Bill. 

Upon application of Jacob Baldivin for the payment of 



his Account, for repairing Fire-locks belonging to Captain 
Le Marr's and Captain Willet's Companies, in the Batta- 
lion late Colonel BuWs, by order of the Board an Order was 
drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldioell, for eight Pounds 
nine Shillings, being the amount of his Account. 

Resolved, That Mr. Nixon, Mr. Wharton, and Mr. White, 
be a Committee to superintend the Armed Boats, and to 
furnish them with what necessaries they want, and to give 
orders for any necessary repairs. 

Agreeable to a Resolve of Congress, this Board went 
into the choice of a proper person to be appointed as Cap- 
tain-Lieutenant of the Company of Matrosses, to be raised 
for the service of the United Colonies, when Gibbs Jones 
was made choice of. ~'~ 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Gibbs Jones be ap- 
pointed Captain-Lieutenant of the said Company, for the 
service of Canada. 

Upon application of Andrew Caldwell, Esquire, Com 
modore to the Fleet, for a sum of money for the recruiting 
service, by order of the Board an Order was drawn on Mr, 
John M. Nesbitt, Paymaster to the Fleet, for one hundred 
and twenty Pounds, for that purpose. 

Resolved, That the Officers that shall be employed to 
recruit in the country, for the service of the Fleet, shall be 
allowed twenty Shillings per week, eachj for their travel- 
ling charges, and ten Shillings per man, for each man they 
shall inlist, in lieu of all recruiting expense?; and also, 
ten Shillings per week for the subsistence of each of their 
recruits, while they continue in the country recruiting, and 
until they join the corps at the Barracks. 

Resolved, That Captain Campbell shall have access to 
Sergeant Morrison, now confined in the Jail of this City, at 
reasonable hours, to settle his private affairs, but that no 
other of the prisoners, confined for inimical practices, shall 
be present. 

Upon application of Captain Richard Willing, for the 
payment of seventeen Fire-locks, purchased by him for the 
use of Captain Jones's Company, in the Battalion late Col- 
onel Bull's, by order of the Board an Order was drawn on 
Messrs. Mease and Caldivell, for seventy-one Pounds fif- 
teen Shillings, being the amount of said Account. 

Resolved, That Mr. James Biddle furnish John Miers, 
of Berks County, on account of this Committee, with one 
hundred Pounds, taking good security for the same, which 
sum is lent him for the purpose of carrying on the manu- 
facture of Saltpetre, and to be paid in that commodity in 
twelve months. 

A Letter was wrote, and signed by the Chairman, to Ben- 
jamin Rittenhouse, of Nottingham, requesting his attendance 
at this Board, in order to confer with him respecting the 
mode and terms on which he would undertake to carry 
on a manufactory of Gun-Lock making in an extensive 
manner. 

Saturday, February 10, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

George Clymer, Chairman, John Cadwallader, Daniel 
Roberdeau, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Joseph Reed, Samuel 
Howell, Owen Biddle, Samtiel Morris, Jun. 

Upon application of Mr. Adam Zantzinger, for the pay- 
ment of fifteen Fire-locks, purchased for the use of Captain 
Jones's Company, in the Battalion late Colonel Bull's, an 
Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, in favour 
of Mr. Zantzinger, for fifty -two Pounds ten Shillings, being 
the amount of said Account. , „■*'-. 

Upon application of Mr. John Maxwell Nesbitt, Pay 
master to the Fleet, &c, for a sum of money, by order of 
the Board an Order was drawn in his favour on Michael 
Hillegas, Esquire, for fifteen hundred Pounds. 

Upon application of Mr. Patrick Price, permission was 
granted him to have access to Doctor Connolly, now con- 
fined in Jail, in order to his settling an account with him, in 
the presence of Mr. Charles Ludwig. 

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on John 
Nixon, and others, the Committee of Accounts, in favour 
of Owen Biddle, for one hundred Pounds, being^towards 
the payment of Pikes, &c, ordered to be made by this 
Board. 
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The following Proposals were this day delivered to the 
Committee appointed to inquire for proper places to erect 
suitable Works for manufacturing of Gunpowder, viz: 

That this Committee will encourage six Powder-Mills, 
■on the following terms : 

1. To lend to each person any sum not exceeding one 
hundred and fifty Pounds, on giving good security to em- 
ploy it in erecting a Powder-Mill, and either repay it in 
money or work. 

2. That this Committee will supply said Mills, immedi- 
ately, with fifty tons of Saltpetre, in proportion to the quan- 
tities of Powder they deliver per week. 

3. That they will pay eight Dollars per hundred for Pow- 
der manufactured and delivered in this city, this Commit- 
tee only finding Saltpetre, and half the expense of tight 
casks, the Powder-makers all the other materials, and to 
be at all expense of carriage. 

4. When unrefined Saltpetre is delivered, ten Shillings 
per hundred weight be allowed for refining, and the return 
of Powder be proportioned thereto, Saltpetre to be manu- 
factured to the best advantage, and not less than one hun- 
dred and forty six pounds of good Powder being to be de- 
livered for one hundred pounds Saltpetre. 

5. That one hundred Dollars be allowed as a premium 
for the first, fifty for the second, and thirty for the third Pow- 
der-Mills, which shall deliver one ton, each, of Powder. 

6. That the above Mills have the preference by this 
Committee, of all Powder-Mills hereafter erected, in the 
supply of Saltpetre, and the materials for twelve months, 
they making the same into Powder on equal terms with 
other persons. 

7. No Powder-maker engaging in this contract, to sell 
any Powder, directly or indirectly, and to be under oath 
if required to this purpose. 

Monday, February 12, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

James Mease, Chairman, Owen Biddle, Daniel Rober- 
deau, Robert White, Robert Morris, Joseph Reed, George 
Clymer , Alexander Wilcocks, Samuel Howell, Samuel Mor- 
ris, Jun., John Cadwallader, John Dickinson, and John 
Nixon. 

Resolved, That Matthew Whitlow, be appointed First 
Lieutenant to the Company of Matrosses directed by the 
Congress to be raised in this Province for the service of 
Canada. 

A Letter from the President of the Congress, requesting 
that the Battalions in this city, would furnish a number of 
men equal to one Battalion, in order to be detached to New- 
York, was read, and taken into consideration. 

Therefore, Resolved, That this Committee request the 
Field-Officers of the several Battalions in this city to meet 
as soon as they conveniently can, to fix on Officers to go on 
that service, and to take the proper steps to carry the above 
request into execution. 

That the Rifle Battalion be requested to furnish one com- 
pany, to be added to the Battalion to be detached. 

Resolved, That Mr. Dickinson be directed to apply to 
the honourable Congress, to replace the whole number of 
Arms that this Board has supplied them with. 

Tuesday, February 13, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, George Cly- 
mer, Samuel Miles, Alexander Wilcocks, Samuel Morris, 
Jun., Samuel Howell, Thomas Wharton, Jun., George 
Gray, John Montgomery. 

Upon application of John Willis, for the payment of his 
Account for repairing Fire-locks forCapt. Harmar's Com- 
pany, of the Battalion late Colonel Bull's, an Order was 
drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, ibr twenty-one 
Pounds seventeen Shillings and nine Pence, being the 
amount of his Account. 

Upon application of Lewis Grant, for a quantity of 
Brass, for making furniture for Fire-locks engaged by Cap- 
tain Wilcocks, and others, by order of the Board an Order 
> was drawn on Robert Towers, Commissary, for two hun- 
dred pounds of Brass. 

Resolved, That Joseph Fox, Esquire, advance to Messrs. 



Ganger, Dumwick, and Kinder, three men employed by 
him in making Fire-Arms for the use of this Province, 
fifty Pounds each, for which they are to deliver thirty-five 
stand of Aims without receiving any payment ; and Mr. Fox 
is desired to take their separate Obligations. 

Colonel Dickinson delivered at this Board the following 

Resolve of Congress : 

" In Congress, February 12, 1776. 

"Resolved, That fifty tons of Saltpetre be delivered by 
the Secret Committee to the Committee of Safety of Penn- 
sylvania, who are requested to have the same manufactured 
into Gunpowder, in the cheapest and most expeditious 
manner; and that this Congress will confirm any Contracts 
made for the above purpose. 

" Extract from the Minutes: _.. ' 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Wednesday, February 14, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

George Clymer, Chairman, Robert White, Samuel Hoia- 
ell, Daniel Roberdeau, John Montgomery, (xcorge Taylor, 
Owen Biddle, Anthony Wayne, Samuel Miles, George 
Gray. 

Upon application of Captain Cowperthwait, for this 
Board to supply his Company with a sufficient number 
of Cartridges and Canteens, by order of the Board Mr. 
Towers was directed to supply the above articles, taking a 
receipt for the same on the Continental service, lie to go 
to New- York with the Battalion unde,r the command of 
Colonel Dickinson, agreeable to a requisition of Congress. 

That Doctor Samuel Kennedy be appointed Surgeon to 
the Fourth Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops, in the ser- 
vice of the United Colonies. 

Resolved, That William Moulder be appointed Second 
Lieutenant in the Fourth Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops, 
in the service of the United Colonies, in the room of 
Thomas Holland, who has resigned, having teen appoint- 
ed in another County. 

Upon application of Joseph Fox-, Esq., one of the Com- 
missioners of this City, for a sum of Money for the pay- 
ment of Fire-locks, &c, by order of the Board an Order 
was drawn on Michael Hillegas, Treasurer, forlive hunu*Fed 
Pounds, in his favour, for the above purpose. 

Upon application of Francis Wade, for a sum of Mo- 
ney, an Order was drawn in his favour, on John Nixon, 
and others, the Committee of Accounts, for three hundred 
Pounds, being towards the payment of .Provisions supplied 
the Boats and Artillery Company. 

Thomas Austin having appeared before this Board, agree- 
able to promise, and having nothing further to offer in 
defence of the charges alleged against him, as a person 
inimical to the liberties of America, he signed the following 
Declaration, which is ordered by this Board to be published 
in the publick Papers of this City, viz: ~ 

"In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, February 14, 1776. 

"As the Committee of Safety for this Province have ad- 
judged my late conduct to be inimical to the cause of Ame- 
rican freedom, I am sincerely sorry that J have given any 
displeasure to my countrymen, and do solemnly declare, 
that I never intended by any thing that I have said or done 
to obstruct the measures carried on for the maintaining the 
liberties of these Colonies. 1 do, further, in the like solemn 
manner declare, and promise, that I will not, for the fu- 
ture, throw any reflection on the publick measures aforesaid, 
or the advisers or promoters of them, nor in any manner, 
whatever, endeavour to obstruct or discredit such measures. 
I do, also, resign my seat as a member oT_the Committee 
of Inspection and Observation of this County. 

" Thomas Austin." 

The following Resolve of Congress was this day deli- 
vered to this Committee : 

" In Congress, February 13, 1776. 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety for Pennsylvania, in case the Barracks near Phi- 
ladelphia cannot contain the Troops raised in Pennsylvania,. 
that may want Quarters, to have the remainder placejjn 
the Pest-House and old Jail of this city. 

"Extract from the Minutes: - 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary?' 
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Thursday, February 15, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety: Present — 

Thomas Wharton, Jun., Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, 
George Taylor, John Nixon, Robert White, Samuel Mitts, 
■Samuel Howell. 

Resolved, That Robert Towers, Commissary, deliver to 
^Colonel Dickinson, or his order, for the use of the Battalion 
of Associators going for JVeto- York, what Provincial Arms 
and Accoutrements he may have, and that the Colonel 
may want; and, also, such Ammunition as he may want 
belonging to the Continent, taking a receipt for the same. 

Resolved, That Captain Robert White and John Nixon, 
be directed to apply to Simon Shintock, and in their name, 
to request him to finish the Ship, now building for this Pro- 
vince, with the greatest expedition, and to employ an addi- 
tional number of men for that purpose. 

Adjourned to two o'clock, when the following Members 
were present : 

Thomas Wharton, Jun., George Gray, Robert White, 
Alexander Wilcocks, Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Riddle, 
George Clymer, Benjamin Bartholomew, Samuel Hunter, 
Samuel Howell, Samuel Miles. 

This Board taking into their consideration the Report from 
the Committee of Observation and Inspection for the City 
and Liberties of Philadelphia, respecting the conviction of 
John Drinker, Thomas Fisher, and Samuel Fisher, of the 
house t>( Joshua Fisher fy Sons, for refusing the Continen- 
tal Bills of Credit, being fully convinced of the fatal con- 
sequences which must ensue on a check given to the cir- 
culation of our Paper Currency; the refusal of which, is an 
offence which strikes against the existence of our present 
struggle for life and liberty, and, considering that the latter 
part of the Resolution of Congress which directs, that such 
persons who are convicted as above mentioned, shall be 
" treated as enemies of their country, and precluded from 
all trade or intercourse with the inhabitants of these Colo- 
nies," remains yet unexecuted upon these persons. 

And as 'he powers and authorities of the Committee of 
Observation and Inspection to execute the Resolves of 
Congress have expired with the time for which they were 
elected to serve as a Committee; after due consideration, 
the following Resolution was unanimously agreed to : 

That this Committee »o to the houses and stores of John 
Drinker, Hatter, and Joshua Fisher &/■ Sons ; that they 
shall, respectively, cause all the Books and Papers of the 
said John Drinker, and such as belong to the said Thomas 
Fisher and Samuel Fisher, separately and jointly with 
Joshua Fisher, to be deposited in trunks, chests, or desks ; 
that the same shall then be locked and sealed, and suffered 
to remain in some of their Stores ; and then they shall 
cause all the doors and windows of their Stores and Ware- 
houses, containing their Goods, Wares, and Merchandise, 
to be locked and keyed, and the same to be fastened upon 
the outside by a wooden bar being nailed across them. 

Friday, February 16, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Robert White, Owen Biddle, 
George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Howell, 
Daniel Roberdeau, John Montgomery, Alexander Wil- 
cocks. 

Upon application of Mr. Owen Biddle, one of the ma- 
nagers of the Provincial Saltpetre Works, for the payment of 
four hundred and six and three-quarter pounds Saltpetre, 
manufactured there, and received by Robert Towers, Com- 
missary, an Order was drawn on John Nixon, and others, 
the Committee of Accounts, in favour of Mr. Biddle for 
one hundred and one Pounds thirteen Shillings and nine 
Pence, being the amount of the Saltpetre, at the rate of five 
Shillings per pound. 

Upon application of the Commissioners and Assessors of 
York County, for a sum of Money, towards the payment 
of Fire-locks making in that County, for the use of this 
Province, by order of the Board an Order was drawn on 
Michqel Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer, in favour of Colonel 
Thomas Hartley, for three hundred Pounds, for the use 
aforesaid. 

Rssoived, That the Rev. William Linn be appointed 



Chaplain to the Fifth and Sixth Battalions of Pennsylvania 
Troops, in the service of the United Colonies. 

Upon application of Samuel Home, for the payment of 
his Account, for Bayonets, Scabbards, Sic, for the use of 
the Captains Jones, Le Marr, and Harmar's Companies, 
in the First Pennsylvania Battalion in the service of the 
United Colonies, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease 
and Caldwell, for twenty-eight Pounds ten Shillings and 
six Pence, in his favour, being the amount. of said Account. 

Upon application of Colonel William Irwine, of the 
Sixth Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops in the service_gf 
the United Colonies, for a sum of Money for the use of 
said Battalion, by order of the Board an Order was drawn 
in his favour, on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, for three 
thousand Pounds, for the use aforesaid. 

Adjourned to five o'clock. 

Members present : John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel How- 
ell, Daniel Roberdeau, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel 
Miles, Alexander Wilcocks, George Clymer, Owen Biddle. 

In consequence of the Resolution of yesterday, Colonel 
Roberdeau, Mr. Wilcocks, and Mr. Clymer, went to the 
house of Thomas and Samuel Fisher, and demanded their 
Books of Accounts, in order to be locked up in one of their 
Stores, which they refused to deliver up, or declare where 
they were deposited, construing either to be an .active part 
in them, which they could not in conscience. lake, but 
would peaceably submit to the execution of any Resolutions 
that should be taken respecting them. 

Resolved, That Hugh Montgomery, at present First 
Lieutenant to the Armed Boat Congress, be appointed 
Captain to the Armed Boat Effingham. 

That Thomas Houston, at present First Lieutenant to 
the Armed Boat Franklin, be appointed Captain t6 the 
Armed Boat Experience. 

That Isaac Rotche, at present Second Lieutenant to the 
Armed Boat Hancock, he appointed First Lieutenant to 
the Armed Boat Franklin. 

That John Christie, at present Second Lieutenant, to 
the Armed Boat Dickinson, be appointed First Lieutenant 
to the Armed Boat Chatham. 

That Mitchell, at present Second Lieutenant to 

the Armed Boat Chatham, be appointed First Lieutenant 
to the Armed Boat Ranger. 

That Francis Gilbert, at present Second Lieutenant to 
the Armed Boat Washington, be appointed First Lieuten- 
ant to the said Armed Boat. 

That Robert Hume, at present Second Lieutenant to the 
Armed Boat Ranger, be appointed First Lieutenant to the 
said Armed Boat. 

That William Brown be appointed Captain. of Marines 
on board the Provincial Ship now building. 

Resolved, That under the authority given by Congress, 
this Board immediately proceed to erect, on account of 
the Congress, a Powder-Mill on a large stream, capable of 
manufacturing, as nearly as possible, four tons of Gunpow- 
der per week. 

That the Committee will contract with a number of per- 
sons, not exceeding four, to erect Powder-Mills, engaging 
to supply them with eight tons of Saltpetre each, the pro- 
fits of manufacturing which to be considered as a full com- 
pensation for the expense and risk of such undertaking ; 
but if the Committee should be able to comply with their 
part of the engagement, then that they will immediately 
indemnify, by money, the said persons, in like manner, as 
shall be adjudged by three indifferent persons, to be chosen 
by the parties to the contract, they having particular regard 
to the expense of undertaking. 

Resolved, That Mr. Clement Biddle be appointed to 
look out for, and without loss of time fix on a suitable situ- 
ation for the said Mill, to contract with the owners for the 
privilege of erecting it, and to superintend the building ; 
and also to contract with persons for erecting Mills on their 
accounts, on the terms before-mentioned. 

Resolved, That the Captains of the Provincial Armed 
Boats be desired to meet together and inquire into the 
merits of such persons who have applied to be appointed 
Second Lieutenants in the said Boats, and such others as 
may be properly qualified for that station, that would be 
willing to engage in that service, and to report to this Board 
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the names of thirteen of them who may be the most de- 
serving in the opinion of a majority of the said Captains. 

Tuesday, February 20,1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, George Clymer, James Biddle, Samuel 
Howell, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Morris, Jun., 
Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, Alexander Wilcocks. 

By order of the Board an Order was directed to Doc- 
tor Boss to deliver to Doctor Rush what Medicines he may 
want, out of the quantity purchased of him by this Board. 

Upon application of Joseph Moulder, for the payment of 
his Bill for Cartridge-Boxes, Gunnery, Cartouches, &c, 
for the use of his Artillery Company, by order of the 
Board an Order was drawn on Michael Hillegas, Esq., 
Treasurer, for fifty Pounds five Shillings and nine Pence, 
being the amount of said Bill. 

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Morris, Jun., wait on Mr. 
William Richards, Captain Falconer, and Captain Rted, 
and inform them they are (with any other person they 
may fix on) appointed a Committee to fix proper Signals 
in the River and Bay of Delaware, to give the most speedy 
intelligence of any enemy's Ships that may arrive at or 
within the Capes of Delaware. That the said Committee 
appoint James Maul, with his boat, to such station as they 
may think will best answer the purpose of intelligence. 

Resolved, That Commodore Caldwell immediately call 
together all the Officers of the Provincial Armed Boats, 
fully consult them, and make such arrangement of Officers 
to the different Boats most agreeable to each other and to 
the service in general, and make a report to this Board 
of said arrangement, as also of what Repairs, &ic, are 
wanting to the respective Boats. 

Resolved, That Mr. Nixon, Mr. Owen Biddle, and Mr. 
Roberdeau, 'employ William Robinson and Benjamin Wor- 
rel, as Master- Workmen, to erect Barracks on Liberty- 
bland, for five hundred men, agreeable to a plot to be 
delivered them, who are to employ a sufficient number of 
Carpenters under them, to effect the said work in as short 
a time as possible. 

Mr. James Riddle reports, that agreeable to the Resolve 
of the 9th mslaht, he has paid to Mr. John Mcars, of Berks 
County, one hundred Pounds, to enable him to carry On 
the^ manufacture of Saltpetre, and now requests the pay- 
ment of said sum. Agreeable to which request, by order 
of the Board an Order was drawn on Mr. John Nixon and 
others, the Committee of Accounts, in favour of Mr. Bid- 
dle, for the said sum of one hundred Pounds. 

Resolved, That John Myers be appointed Armourer to 
the Armed Boats and Vessels, and to be employed at Fort- 
Island. 

Adjourned to six o'clock. 

Agreeable to adjournment, the following members were 
present — 

John Nixon, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Miles, 
Owen Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Hunter, George 
Gray, George Taylor, Benjamin Bartholomew, John 
Montgomery, Samuel Morris, Jun., Alexander Wilcocks, 
Samuel Howell, James Biddle, George Clymer. 

A Letter was this day wrote to the President of the 
honourable Continental Congress respecting the removal of 
the Prisoners from Lancaster, into different parts of the 
country, which was read, approved of, and signed by the 
President. 

In consequence of an application from Colonel Morgan 
for the useof the Pest- House, on Province-Island, for the 
quartering a part of his Battalion : 

Resolved, That Colonel Morgan have liberty to make 
use of the Pest-House, agreeable to his application. 

The Committee, taking into consideration what further 
measures are necessary for the defence of this Province, 
came to the following Resolution : 

That application be made to the honourable the House 
of Representatives, praying that they will take order for the 
raising two thousand men to act in the defence of this Pro- 
vince ; and this Board will represent it as their opinion that 
it will be most for the publick service that one Battalion of 



Regular troops be formed out of that number, and the re- 
mainder be a body of Riflemen. 

Wednesday, February 21, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

George Clymer, Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Howell, 
James Biddle. 

Thursday, February 22, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

Alexander Wilcocks, Chairman, James Biddle, Owen 
Biddle, George Clymer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel 
Howell, Samuel Morris, Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, John 
Nixon. 

Upon application of John Reithmeyer, for the payment 
of one hundred and fifty Cartridge-Boxes, Sic, made by 
him, John Diesler, and Peter Brecht, as per their account, 
certified by Samuel High and Michael Bright, Commis- 
sioners of Berks County, by order of the Board an Order 
was drawn on Michael Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer, in fa- 
vour of said Reithmeyer, for ninety Pounds, being the 
amount of said Account. 

Resolved, That the Members of this Board meet every 
day, precisely at ten o'clock in the morning, and five 
o'clock in the afternoon, Saturday afternoons and Sundays 
excepted. ..-..._. ~ 

Upon application of John Tyler, for the payment of his 
Account, for repairing Fire-locks belonging to Capt. Jones's 
and Capt. Harmar's Companies of the Pennsylvania Bat- 
talion, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Cald- 
well, for seven Pounds fifteen Shillings and three Pence, 
being the amount of said Account. 

Resolved, That Lewis Nichola apply to the Commis- 
sioners of this County for the Key of the old Jail. 

Resolved, That Captain Joseph Cowperthwait be joined 
with Clement Biddle, to carry the building of Powder-Mills 
into execution, and they to purchase or rent suitable seats 
for that purpose, and do every other thirrgTiecessafy for 
effecting it expeditiously. 

The following Memorial was drawn up, approved of, and 
Colonel Roberdeau desired to deliver it to one.of the Mem- 
bers of the House of Assembly : 
To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen of 

the Province of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly 

met. The Memorial of the Committee of Safety. 

The Committee have, ever since their appointment, ap- 
plied themselves with the greatest zeal and fidelity. to the 
important part confided in them, in providing means for the 
defence of this Province ; they Were, however, such means 
only as were thought more immediately requisite for our 
security against the attempts made by a Naval Armament, 
and were, besides, necessarily confined within the f limits of 
the funds allotted to them by your honourable House ; but 
they beg leave to represent, that as every daylirings with it 
full proofs of the violence of the British Ministry, and of 
their fixed purpose to subdue the free spirit of America, 
that has yet given such obstruction to all their schemes of 
tyranny and despotism — a purpose assisted, too, by an ob- 
sequious Parliament, which may not speak the genuine 
sense of the Nation, that it has unhappily the direction of 
its force — it truly becomes us to prepare seriously for the 
storm gathering over the Colonies, and which, in the uncer- 
tainty of its course, may in a few weeks MX upon this Pro- 
vince. This being the idea of the pommlttee, they have 
come to the following Resolution, claiming the most earnest 
attention of your honourable House thereto: „. 

" Resolved, That application be made tQjhe honourable- 
the House of Representatives, praying that they will tak& 
order for raising two thousand men, to ac_t in thq defence 
of this Province; and this Board will represent it as their 
opinion that it will be most for the publick service that ona 
battalion of Regular troops be formed out of that number^ 
and the remainder be a body of Riflemen." 

The Committee beg leave to solicit ywr "attention to 
another object, also of extensive importaflCB,'7he Military 
Association, the general sentiments concSrrpg which they 
have, in the recess of the Assembly, had ot opportunity of 
collecting; and though'such numbers havejlready, and we 
hope -will still engage in it, under its present form, as may 
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prove a Considerable addition to our strength, yet as there 
are material objections made to it, and as they understand, 
are to be laid before your honourable House, by divers 
bodies of respectable men, they submit to you whether it 
Will not be highly expedient and consistent with good poli- 
cy immediately to remove every cause of discontent on this 
head from the minds of the Associators, who, under an 
apprehension of partial and unequal burdens imposed on 
them, have, nevertheless, had the virtue not to refuse their 
services to their country, in confidence that your honour- 
able House will reconsider the several provisions and 
regulations complained of, and give them satisfaction 
therein..! Alexander Wilcotks, Chairman. 

Resolved, That this Committee lend Doctor Robert 
Harris the sum of one hundred and ten Pounds, which he 
is to give bond for to John Nixon, James Mease, and Tho- 
mas Wharton, Jun., payable in twelve months, which sum 
is^to assist him in forwarding the building of a Powder- 
Mill, and the manufacturing of Gunpowder. 

In consequence of the above Resolve, by order of the 
Board an order was drawn on Michael Hiflegas, Esquire, 
in favour of said Harris, for one hundred and ten Pounds. 

Friday, February S3, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixqn L Chairman, Robert White, Samuel Hoioell, 
Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Riddle, George Clymer, James 

Riddle' 

liUpon application of Captain White, for forty-five pieces 
of Sailclojh to make Sails for the Ship now building, by 
order of the_Board Robert Towers was directed to deliver 
tfie foHovying numbers, or as nrany of them as he has in his 

Sossession, viz: 5 pieces No. 1, 5 pieces No. 2, 4 pieces 
To. 3, 11 pieces No. 4 or 5, 6 pieces No. 6, 14 pieces 
No. 7. 

Resolved, That the sum of fifty Pounds be lent to Henry 
Huber, and one hundred and fifty Pounds be lent to Tho- 
mas Heinburgher, to enable them to erect Powder-Milis, 
they having given bonds, with security, for the same, to 
the Committee of Accounts; and that Orders be drawn 
for the said several sums, in favour of the said Huber and 
Heinburgher, respectively. 

Agreeable to the above Resolve, the Orders therein 
mentioned were drawn, and delivered to Mr. Christopher 
Ludwick. 

Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle and Captain Robert 
White be a Committee to go to the Barracks, and muster 
the Men belonging to the Armed Boats in the service of 
this Province, and make return of the same to this Board. 

Upon application of Peter De Haven, for one hundred 
pounds of Brass, for the use of Mr. Parker, for mounting 
Fire-locks made by Lewis Prahl, by order of the Board 
Robert Towers, Commissary, was directed to deliver the 
said one hundred pounds of Brass. 

Resolved, That the following Notice be published in the 
different Papers of this city, viz : 

A Mustermaster is wanted to the Naval Armament 
belonging to this Province. Any Associator disposed to 
serve the publick in this office is desired to make proposals 
lo this Board, on or before the 5th of March next. 

Saturday, February 24, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

Robert Morris, John Nixon, Daniel Roberdeau, Joseph 
Reed, George Clymer, Samuel Howell, Owen Biddle, 
Alexander Wilcocks. 

Resolved, That Captain Proctor make use of seven 
rooms in the Pest-House, on Province- Island, for quarter- 
ing part of the Artillery Company. 

That there be six eighteen-pound Gun-carriages made 
for the use pf the Battery at Fort-Island, and that Mr. 
Neil be employed in making one of the said Carriages and 
furnish this Board with an account of the same. 

That Captain Proctor have the use of as many Fire- 
locks as he may have occasion for, and a six-pound Can- 
non, to exercise the men under his command, and that 
Robert Toiyersbe directed to deliver the same. 

That Com modore Caldwell and Captain Proctor fix 



upon proper Signals for the Fleet, Merchantmen, and 
Battery, and that the same be communicated to the Pilots 
employed in navigating Vessels through the chevaux-de- 
frise. 

That Captain Proctor procure a Flag-staff for the Fort, 
with a Flag of the United Colonies. 

That Robert Towers put up fifty rounds of Cartridge, 
with different kinds of Shot, for each of the six eighteen- 
pound Cannon on the Battery at Fort-Island. 

That Mr. Owen Biddle and Captain White order a 
Smith's Shop and Forge to be erected on Fort-Island, and 
to furnish the same with proper Smiths' Tools. 

That the said Committee see that the necessaries want- 
ing at Fort-Island, for the use of the Battery, and for 
Captain Proctor's Company, not mentioned in the above 
Resolves, be supplied. 

Resolved, That Jeremiah Simmons, now a Lieutenant 
on board one of the Armed Boats, be appointed First Lieu- 
tenant in Captain Proctor's Company of Artillery. 

Monday, February 26, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, Barnard 
Dougherty, Thomas Wharton, Jun., George Clymer, Sa- 
muel Morris, Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle. 

Resolved, That Mr. Nixo?i and Mr. White employ as 
many Ship-Carpenters as they may think proper, to work 
on board the Provincial Ship now building by Simon Sher- 
lock, in order that the building of her may be forwarded in 
the most expeditious manner. 

. Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle write to Mr. Ben- 
jamin Rittenhousc, and desire that he will remove to this 
city, as soon as possible, and that he send a man, express, 
with said Letter, informing him this Board accept his pro- 
posals, and that they allow him two hundred and fifty 
Pounds per annum for carrying on the Gun-Lock Manu- 
factory on account of this Board. 

Tuesday, February 27, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

George Clymer, Chairman, James Biddle, Owen Rid- 
dle, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Howell, Daniel Ro- 
berdeau, Sa/nuel Morris, Jun. 

The following Resolve of Assembly was sent to this 
Committee the 17th instant, ordered this day to be inserted 
in the Minutes of this Board : 

" Upon motion respecting the utility and expediency of 
immediately erecting a Powder-Mill for the use and on ac- 
count of this Province, and requesting the sentiments of the 
House on this measure, the said motion was taken into con- 
sideration, and, after some debate thereon, 

"Resolved, That it is the opinion of this House that the 
erecting such Powder-Mill is a necessary and proper mea- 
sure, and that the same ought to be immediately carried 
into execution under the direction of the Committee of 
Safety, upon the best terms that can be had, as to the 
place, materials, and persons to be employed in such un- 
dertaking. 

" Extract from the Minutes : 

"Charles Moore, Clerk of Assembly." 

Resolved, That this Board will carry the above Resolve 
of Assembly into execution. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports that he received, 
as peT certificate of February 13, from Guager, Kinder and 
Dumivkk, 35 Fire-locks, complete, which were made by 
them ; that he received 20 Wheelbarrows from Mr. Owen 
Biddle; 11 Cutlasses, received from Samuel Morris, and 
delivered to the Chatham and Ranger armed boats; 15 
ounces Saltpetre, received from Thomas Brooks, which 
cost four shillings and ten pence; 28 pounds Lead, re- 
ceived from James Chapman, cost ten shillings; \\ pounds 
Saltpetre, for which he delivered 17 ounces Powder, and 
sixteen shillings and ten and-a-half pence, cash ; 1 Cutlass, 
received from Hugh Hodeman, cost five shillings ; 50 tons 
Saltpetre, received from Congress. 

That he delivered to Captain White, agreeable to orders, 
45 pieces of Sail-Cloth ; that he delivered, to prove five 
swivels, 2£ pounds Powder, and 5 Shot. 
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That he made up for Congress 7,308 Cartridges, the 
expense of which is to be charged them by this Board, at 
the rate of five shillings one and-a-half penny per hundred, 
which amounts to eighteen pounds fourteen shillings and 
six pence. 

That he has received, from Andreiv Caldwell, 20 half- 
barrels, and 40 quarter-barrels Gunpowder — weight, 2,000 
pounds Dutch, at nine per cent. 2,180 pounds English. 

One pound Saltpetre received from William Oliver, 
cost five shillings. 

That he_ delivered, by order of Captain While, to prove 
sixteen swivels of Bustcqd's, eight pounds Powder, sixteen 
swivel Balls.. _ 

That he has received 4,465 eight-ounce swivel Balls, 
4 thirty-two-pound cross-bar Balls, 16 twenty-four-pound 
cross-bar Balls, 36 eighteen-pound cross-bar Balls, from 
Doctor Cox; 26 pounds Saltpetre, from City Manufactory ; 
40J pounds Saltpetre, from City Manufactory ; 1 pair Pis- 
tols, from Mr. Maclanagan, cost thirty-five shillings ; 2£ 
pounds Saltpetre, from Nathan Gibson; 50 Handbarrows, 
from Owen Biddle; 25 Handbarrows, from Benjamin 
Williamson; 24 Cutlasses, from Andrew Hodge; 61 J 
pounds Saltpetre, from City Manufactory ; 25 Grubbing- 
hoes, 52 Axes, 150 Pickaxes, 175 Shovels, from Benja- 
min Poidtiiey ; 2 quarters 19 pounds Lead, from Joseph 
Simpson, cost twenty-six shillings ; 3 Fire-locks, from Cap- 
tain Clymer. 

That be has delivered 6 pounds Powder to Henry Wyn- 
koop ; 7 ounces Powder, in lieu of Saltpetre, to Nathan 
Gibson; 2 ounces Saltpetre to Captain Alexander; 200 
pounds Brass to Lewis Grant; 2 pounds Powder, to prove 
2 four-pound guns. 

The following Letter was this day sent to the Commit- 
tee of Inspection and Observation of this City, and signed 
by the Chairman : 

In Committee of Safety, February 27, 1776. 

This Board have taken into consideration the publica- 
tion of your Committee, handed to us, respecting Thomas 
SergeantznA Jo.se.ph Sermon, who are convicted of refusing 
to receive the .Continental Bills of Credit, and are of opi- 
nion, that. whate.ver js . further necessary for the carrying into 
full execution the Resolve of Congress against such offen- 
ders, should proceed from the Committee of Inspection and 
Observation. The reason of the interposition of this Board 
in the case at John Drinker, and Thomas and Samuel 
Fisher, is set forth in the Resolution accompanying this, 
and would .have, been unnecessary but in the particular cir- 
cumstances of a dissolution of your Board. 

George Clymer, Chairman. 

Resolved, That the Commissary be directed to prove 
the Fire-locks of all such Associators as shall bring an 
order from their respective Captains to him, for that pur- 
pose. 

It appearing to this Board, that the business of Com- 
missary of Stores has been attended with more labour and 
fatigue than was at first expected, 

Therefore, Resolved, That Robert Towers, Commis- 
sary, be allowed at the rate of one hundred and. eighty-two 
Pounds ten Shillings per annum, for his services, from the 
time he undertook the office of Commissary of Military 
Stores until the. further Resolution of this Board. 

Upon application of Benjamin Town, for some Brass for 
making the mountings to Fire-locks, now making for the use 
of this Province by Nicholson and Dumwick, by order of 
the Board, Robert Towers, Commissary, was directed to 
deliver said Town two hundred pounds Brass, taking his 
receipt, to be accountable for the same. 

Upon application of Messrs. Clement Biddle and Joseph 
Cowperihwait, for a sum of money for the payment of a 
tract of land, and a mill seat purchased by them for account 
of Congress, and for erecting a Powder Mill, &c, on the 
same for account of Congress, by order of the Board an 
Order was drawn on John Nixon, and others, the Commit- 
tee of Accounts of this Board, for fifteen hundred Pounds, 
which is to be charged to account of Congress. 

Captain Henry Allis, of Colonel Shed's Battalion, having 
by Letter to this Board resigned his commission : 

Resolved, That Mr. Isaac Melchior be appointed Cap- 
tain to said Company, in the room of Captain Allis. 



Wednesday, February 28, 1776. 

In Committee of Safety : Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, James Mease, 
Samuel Howell, Owen Biddle, George Clymer, Samuel 
Morris, Jun., James Biddle. 

Resolved, That David Ritienhouse and Mr. Owen Bid- 
dle be requested to go with Captain Cowperihwait and 
Mr. Clement Biddle, to the place purchased by the latter 
gentleman, on which it is intended to erect a .Powder-Mi!! 
on account of Congress, and that they survey and view the 
seat on which said Mill is to be erected. 

Stephen Horn and Adam Mewdy, having come from 
Northampton County, in order to be instructed in the 
manufactory of Saltpetre, and having produced an Account 
of their expenses, by order of the Board the Committee 
of Accounts was directed to pay the same, amounting to 
eight Pounds one Shilling and five Pence. 

Whereas, many persons have been employed in pur- 
chasing Fire-arms, in order to carry them into other Pro- 
vinces, and as a practice of this kind may be of pernicious 
consequence, unless theynre intended to be employed in 
such places, as, from their situation, are most exposed to the 
danger of an attack, of which this Committee in this case 
reserve to themselves a right of judging: ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That no person, or persons, what- 
ever, do presume to purchase, or carry out of this Province, 
any Fire-arms without application to, and license from this 
Committee beiug first obtained. 

Upon application of John Lewis, for the payment of his 
account for Bayonets and repairs to Fire-locks, belonging" to 
Captain Le Marr's Company, of First Pennsylvania Batta- 
lion, an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, 
for the same, amounting to five Pounds seventeen Shillings. 

Upon application of Mr. Affiick, for some Brass for 
making of mountings to Fire-locks, agreed for by Captain 
Wilcocks, and others, Robert Towers was directed to deliver 
him one hundred pounds of Brass, taking^ his receipt to- 
be accountable for the same. 

Upon application of Colonel John Shea, for a sum of 
Money for the use of his Battalion in the service of the 
United Colonies, by order of the Board an Order was 
drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell for five hundred 
Pounds, in favour of Colonel Shea, for the use aforesaid. 

Resolved, That the Captains of the Armed Boats be 
directed to see that their respective crews are properly 
clothed, and apply to Mr. J. M. Nesbitt, Paymaster, for 
such necessary apparel as may be wanted for that.purpose, 
and that the amount of what shall be furnished to each per- 
son shall be stopped out of his pay, in such manner that not 
more than half the pay be stopped at a time' J 

Thursday, February 29, 1776. 
In Committee of Safety : Present— "_"_' 

John Nixon, Chairman, Robert White, Tfiomas Whar- 
ton, Jun., Samuel Howell, Owen Biddle, Daniel Rober- 
deau, Samuel Morris, Jun., George Clymer, James Bid- 
dle. 

Upon application of Plunket Fluson, for the payment 
of Drums, &c, for the use of Captain Dorsey's Company, 
of the First Pennsylvania Battalion, and for Drums, Sic, 
for Colonel William Irwing's Battalion, by order of the 
Board an Order was drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell 
for twenty-four Pounds, in favour of said Fluson, being the 
amount of said Accounts. 

Resolved, That Mr. James Biddle, Mr. Clymer, and Mr. 
Owen Biddle, be a Committee to carry into execution 
every thing necessary towards completing the Fortifications 
On Fort-Island, (Barracks excepted,) and fo employ 
suitable persons to accomplish the same. 77 

Resolved, That Mr. William Dement beappointed Ad- 
jutant to the Fifth Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops, in;lhe 
service of the United Colonies. 

Resolved, That James Armstrong be appointed Quar- 
termaster to the Second Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops 
in the service of the United Colonies, in the room of Tho- 
mas Hanson, who is found incapable of acting in that sta- 
tion. 
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PROVINCIAL CONGRESS OF NEW-JERSEY. 

A List of the Deputies returned to serve in Congress. 

Bergen : John Demurest, Jacobus Post, Abraham Van 

Boskirk. 
Essex: Abraham Clark, Lewis Ogden, Samuel Potter, 

Caleb Camp, Robert Drummond. 
Middlesex: John Wetherill, John Dennis, Azariah Dun- 
ham. 
Morris: * William Winds, * William De Hart, Jacob 

Drake, Silas Condict, Ellis Cook. 
Somerset: Hendrirk Fisher, * Cornelius Van Muliner, 

Ruloffe Van Dyke. 
Sussex : * William Maxwell, Ephraim Martin, * Thomas 

Potts, Abijah Brown, Mark Thompson. 
Hunterdon : Samuel Tucker, John Mehelm, John Hart, 

Charles Stewart, *Angustine Stevenson. 
Monmouth : Edward Taylor, John Covcnhoven, Joseph 

Holm.es. 
Burlington : Isaac Pierson, John Pope, Samuel Howe, 
, *John Wood, Joseph Newbold. 
Gloucester: *John Cooper; Joseph Ellis, * Thomas 

Clark, *Elijah Clark, *Richard Somers. 
Salem: * Grant Gibbon, Benjamin Holme, John Holme, 

Edward Keasby, John Carey. 
Cumberland : Theophilus Elmer, Jonathan Eyers. 
Cape-May: * Jesse Hand, Elijah Hughes. 

Note. —Those marked with a * did not attend the sit- 
ting of Congress, at Brunswick. 

Wednesday, January 31, 1776. 

The Congress of Neiv-Jersey being summoned to meet 
this day, at Neiv- Brunswick, a number of the Members 
met accordingly; but not being a sufficient number to pro- 
ceed upon business, they adjourned till to-morrow morning, 
nine o'clock. 

Thursday, February 1, 1776. 
The Congress met; and the Members of several Coun- 
ties being absent, adjourned till two o'clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Minutes of the last sitting of Congress, and a num- 
ber of the printed Military Ordinances, being come to hand, 
Ordered, That the said Minutes and Military Ordi- 
nances be distributed in the several Counties, as follows: 

Minutes. Military Ordinances. 
To Bergen County, - - 66 33 

To Essex County, - - - 74 37 

To Middlesex County, - - 87 43 

To Somerset County, - - 90 45 

To Monmouth County, - 106 53 

To Morris County, - - 72 36 

To Sussex County, - - - 59 30 

To Hunterdon County, - 136 68 

To Burlington County, - 107 53 

To Gloucester County, - - 76 38 

To Salem County, - - 67 33 

To Cumberland County, - 38 19 

To Cape-May County, - 16 8 

An Address and Petition, from the Committee of the 
County of Somerset, were presented to this Congress, de- 
siring that householders, and others, not freeholders, who 
pay part of the taxes in this Colony, may be admitted to 
vote for Delegates in the Provincial Congress at future 
elections, and that said elections may be proceeded in by 
ballot ; vvhicli were read, and ordered a second reading. 

Several Petitions from the freeholders and inhabitants of 
the County of Essex were presented to the Congress, de- 
siring that sl\ persons subject to taxation in this Colony 
may be admitted to vote, at future elections, for Delegates 
in the Provincial Congress ; and, also, praying that money 
at interest, and other effects, may bear an equal propor- 
tion of the taxes ; which were read, and ordered second 
readings. 

Two Petitions were presented to the House from a num- 
ber of the inhabitants of the County of Moms, praying 
that in the appointment of officers to fill up the Battalion 
now to be raised, due attention be had Jo the abilities and 
qualifications of the officers, and that none be commissioned 
under the age of twenty-one years; which were read, and 
ordered second readings. 



Mr. President laid before the Congress a Letter he had 
received from Jacob Ford, Esquire, a Collector of the 
County of Morris, setting forth, that a complaint had been 
made to the Committee of that County against the sub- 
scriber, that he had written a letter to one of the Precinct 
Collectors, requesting him not to receive any Continental 
or Connecticut money, as the Treasurer had refused taking 
the same ; certifying, in said letter, that the reason of his 
making such a request to the Precinct Collector was occa- 
sioned by John Smith, Esquire, the Eastern Treasurer, 
refusing such money from the subscriber in payment of the 
taxes ; which letter was read, and ordered a second reading. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Winds informed this Congress that 
he was stationed at Perth- Amboy, with a part of the East- 
ern Battalion of the Continental Forces raised in this Colo- 
ny, and that he was destitute of ammunition, and thought 
it not improbable he might soon have occasion for a sup- 
ply. And this Congress being informed thaLthe County 
of Somerset had a quantity of powder in store,^and the 
County of Middlesex a quantity of lead, In consideration 
whereof, 

Ordered, That Mr. President request the Chairman of 
the Committee of Somerset to furnish Colonel Winds with 
four quarter-casks of Powder; and that he alsprequest the 
Chairman of the Committee of the County of Middlesex 
to furnish Colonel Winds with one hundred and fifty pounds 
of Lead ; and that the said Powder and Lead shall be re- 
placed in some convenient time. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 

Friday, February 2, 1776. 
Congress met according to adjournment. 

John Cary, Esquire, Secretary to this Congress, not hav- 
ing attended this sitting, and it being uncertain when he 
will attend, and, also, whether he will incline to continue 
his service, if present, as he accepted his appointment, last 
sitting, with great reluctance ; and as Messrs. Clark and 
Stewart declined officiating in Mr. Cary's room, as they 
found such service interfered with the duty of their stations 
as Delegates of the Congress, and as these reasons equally 
operated against Mr. Cary's being taken from the more 
immediate service of the Congress, while his time and 
attention were taken up in the execution of his office: 

Therefore, Resolved, unanimously, That William Pat- 
terson, Esq., be appointed Secretary to this Congress. 

William Maxjield, Esquire, Colonel .of the Western 
Battalion of this Colony, laid before this Congress certain 
Resolutions of the Continental Congress, recommending 
the immediate arming Colonel Maxwell's Battalion, under 
orders to march to Canada; which were read, and filed. 

Whereas, the Continental Congress have ordered Colo- 
nel Maxwell's Battalion to march to Canada, as soon as 
the men can be furnished with Arms, and other articles 
absolutely essential : And whereas, Arms are extremely 
scarce, and, indeed, impossible to be procured in time for 
the equipment of said Battalion, without making applica- 
tion Jo the several Counties in this Province: 

Resolved, That the Committees, or other publick bo- 
dies, in whose hands any of the New-Jersey Provincial 
Arms and Accoutrements are deposited, do deliver the 
same to the Commanding Officer of said Battalion, or his 
order, of whom they are required to take vouchers, with 
the valuation of said Arms, &tc, there underwritten ; and 
that this Congress will either immediately pay for said 
Arms, agreeable to appointment, or replace them as soon 
as possible, which ever the said Committees, or publick 
bodies, shall think most proper. 

This Congress do, in the most strong and explicit man- 
ner, recommend to every private person, who has Arms 
fit for immediate use, to dispose of the same for the pur- 
pose above-mentioned. 

Ordered, That copies of the above Resolve be imme- 
diately made, and certified by the Secretary. 

Ordered, That copies of the following Letter, signed 
by the President, be sent to the Commanding Officers, and 
Chairmen of the several County Committees In the Pro- 
vince: 

Gentlemen: The late repulse at Quebeck requires 
every exertion of the friends of American freedom; in 
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consequence whereof, Colonel Maxwell's Battalion is or- 
dered to march forthwith, and the Continental Congress 
have applied to our body, urging the greatest despatch in 
procuring arms and necessaries for this expedition. There- 
fore, in pursuance of the aforesaid application, we request 
you, gentlemen, to use the utmost diligence and activity 
in collecting all the publick arms belonging to your County, 
being your proportion of the Provincial arms unsold. De- 
spatch, in this case, is quite necessary. As, no doubt, the 
arms are distributed in the hands of the Associators, it will 
be necessary that every officer do his part. The value of 
the arms will be paid in money, or the number be replaced ; 
and the expenses of collecting and forwarding them punc- 
tually discharged. We put you to this trouble with regret; 
but the necessity of the measure must apologize. You wilj 
have the arms collected in your County, valued by good 
men, and sent to Burlington or Trenton, under the care of 
such officer of Colonel Maxwell's Battalion as may be the 
bearer hereof. 

Adjourned till this afternoon, three o'clock. 

The question being put, whether any Officer in the Bat- 
talions already raised in this Province shall be advanced, 
or appointed to any command in the Battalion now to be 
raised ? It was carried in the negative. 

Resolved, That this Congress shall on Monday next, go 
into the appointment of Officers for the Third Battalion of 
this Province. 

The Proceedings of the Committee of Hillsborough, in 
the County of Somerset, against Peter Vroom, of Piscata- 
ivay, in the County of Middlesex, being transmitted to this 
Congress, and read, Ordered, That the charge against said 
Vroom be now considered. 

Peter Vroom being ordered to be brought before this 
Congress, attended accordingly, and the proceedings of the 
Committee .of Hillsborough were read in the presence of 
said Vroom, who confessed. the charge therein exhibited, 
and having offered matter in. mitigation, was ordered to 
withdraw. 

Resolved, That the determination of the charge exhi- 
bited against Peter Vroom be deferred to some future day 
in the present Session, and that in the mean time he be 
committed to the common Jail of the County of Somerset, 
the keeper of which is hereby required to receive and 
keep him in close confinement, until this Congress take 
further order therein. 

The Memorial of the Commissioned Officers in the West- 
ern Battalion of this Province, stationed at Burlington, 
respecting the equipment of the men under their command, 
was read, and ordered a second reading. 

Ordered, That. Mr. Fisher, Mr. Dennis, Mr. Clark, 
and Mr. Pope, be a Committee to prepare a draft of an 
Ordinance for appointing Barrackmasters in this Colony, 
and making provision for defraying the expense of repairing 
said Barracks. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hart, Mr. Mehelm, Mr. Ogden, 
and Mr., Brown, be a Committee to prepare a draft of an 
Ordinance for erecting a Court of Admiralty in this Pro- 
vince. 

Ordered, That the Blankets belonging to the Barracks 
in New- Brunswick, be appropriated to the use of the Con- 
tinental Forces; and that Mr. John Schuurman and Mr. 
William Applegate, of the Town aforesaid, be requested to 
ascertain the value of the said Blankets, and to transmit 
an account thereof to John Dennis, Esquire, the Eastern 
Treasurer. 

Ordered, That the Blankets belonging to the Barracks 
in Elizabethtown, be appropriated to the use of the Con- 
tinental Forces ; and that Mr. Edward Thomas and Mr. 
Isaac Woodruff, of the place aforesaid, be requested to 
ascertain the value of the said Blankets, and to transmit 
an account thereof unto John Dennis, Esq., the Eastern 
Treasurer. 

Ordered, That the Blankets belonging to the Barracks 
in Trenton, be appropriated to the use of the Continental 
Forces ; and that Mr. Abraham Hunt and Mr. Alexander 
Chambers, of the Town aforesaid, be requested to ascertain 
the value of said Blankets, and to transmit an account 
thereof to John Dennis, Esq., the Eastern Treasurer. 



Ordered, That John Dennis, Esq., do receive of the 
Commissary the Money arising from the sale of the Blan- 
kets belonging to the Barracks in this Province, and do 
account with the Congress for the same. 

On application of Captain Peter Ten Eick, in favour of 
Peter Vroom, and from the family circumstances of said 
Vroom, it is 

Resolved, That the former Order of Commitment be re- 
manded ; and that the aforesaid Peter Vroom be committed 
to the custody of Captain Peter Ten Eick, who has pledg- 
ed his parole of honour to bring said Vroom before this 
Congress whenever required. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, February 3,1 776. 
Congress met according to adjournment. 
Ordered, That the Blankets belonging to the Barracks 
in Pcrth-Atnboy be appropriated to the use of the Conti- 
nental Forces, and that Mr. Samuel Sergeant and Mr. Jo- 
nathan Dtare, of the City aforesaid, be requested to ascer- 
tain the value of said Blankets, and to transmit an account 
thereof to John Dennis, Esq., the Eastern Treasurer. 

Samuel TufhiU, Esq., holding the Cornmission.of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of a Regiment of Light-Horse in this Pro- 
vince, resigned the same. 

Ordered, That the said resignation be accepted. 

Jacobus Post, Esq., holding the Commission of a Major 
of a Regiment of Light-Horse in this Province/ resigned 
the same. ,..i i 

Ordered, That the said resignation be. accepted. 

Ordered, That Abraham Ogden, Esq., be Lieutenant- 
Colonel, and William Barnet, Esq., be Major of the Re- 
giment of Light-Horse in the Eastern Division of this 
Province ; and that Commissions be. made out accordingly. 

The Petition and Remonstrance pf the Committee of the 
County of Bergen, respecting the seizure of Aims belong- 
ing to said County, by a detachment of Continental hoops 
in the First Regiment raised in this Province, was read, 
and ordered a second reading. 

A Petition of sundry Inhabitants of . Somerset, praying 
that Freeholders only may elect Delegates in this Pro- 
vince, was read and ordered a second reading. 

Lord Stirling, the Colonel of the First Regiment of Mi- 
litia in the County of Somerset, being appointed to a conv- 
mand in the Continental Army; therefore, 

Ordered, That Stephen Hunt, Esq., be Colonel ; Abra- 
ham Ten Eick, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel; James Linn, 
Esq., First Major; and Derrick Meddagh, Esq., Second 
Major of the said Regiment, and that Commissions be made 
out accordingly. 

Adjourned till two o'clock. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Monmouth County Committee having nominated 
Mr. Thomas Barber, a Surgeon of the First Regiment of 
Foot-Militia, in the County of Monmouth, Ordered, That 
a Commission be made out accordingly. 

Resolved, unanimously, That it is the opinion of this 
Congress, that the money in the Eastern Treasury of this 
Province, and the Bonds, Securities, and other Writings, 
belonging to said Treasury are, at present, from their locaj 
situation, very insecure, and exposed to danger; and that, 
therefore, the same be immediately removed to New- 
Brunswick until this Congress take further order therein ; 
and that Mr. Hart, Mr. Martin, Mr. Drummond, Mr. 
Potter, and Mr. Pope, be a Committee to wait on the 
Treasurer with a copy of the above Resolve, and to carry 
the same into effect. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Records in the Secre- 
tary's Office, at Perth- Amboy, be immediately removed to 
New-Brunswick, until this Congress take further order 
therein, and that Mr. Hart, Mr. Martin, Mr. Drummond, 
Mr. Potter, and Mr. Pope be a Committee to wait upon 
Mr. Pettit with a copy of this Resolve, and to carry the 
same into effect. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Committees, if they 
should find it necessary, take to their assistance Colonel 
Winds, or other Officers at Amboy, with the Troop? under 
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their .jcomjQan.d, for the purpose of removing the said Re- 
cords and Treasury, to the place appointed. 
i:. Adjourned till ten o'clock, Monday morning. 

' -. • .» i Monday, February 5, 1776. 

Congress met according to adjournment. 

A Letter from Lord Stirling, enclosing several Letters 
respecting the loading of Vessels in several parts of this Pro- 
vince with Lumber for the West-India Islands, was read ; 
and, on motion made, 

Resolved, unanimously, That all County and Town 
Committees within this Province, exert themselves to pre- 
vent any Vessel within their several Districts, taking in any 
lading, or departing therewith, from any Port in this Pro- 
vince, contrary to the General Association of the Conti- 
nental Congress, unless the master of such Vessel produce 
a special License therefor, duly authenticated from said 
Congress, agreeable to a subsequent Resolve thereof, or 
from the Congress or Committee of Safety of this Province, 
signed by the President or Vice-President ; and, also, that 
they particularly attend to all imports into this Colony, 
that the Resolutions of the Continental Congress be duly 
observed; and that the Militia of this Province do give all 
necessary assistance to said Committees in their exertions 
above-mentioned, when called upon for that purpose. And 
it is hereby recommended to the Officers of the Continen- 
tal Troops which are or may be in this Province, also to 
assist in the above measures, when thereunto particularly 
requested by the Committees aforesaid. 

And it is further Resolved, That no County or Town 
Committee within this Province, presume to grant any Li- 
cense or Permit for the exportation of any Produce, Lum- 
ber, or Merchandise whatsoever, contrary to the said Ge- 
neral Associatipp ; and that a copy of the foregoing Resolves 
be immediatelytransmitted to the Printers at New- York 
and Philadelphia, to be inserted in the publick Papers. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolves be sent to 
the Right Honourable William, Earl of Stirling. 

The Petition of William Steele, praying that he may be 
discharged^ Sic, was read the first time. 

The Committee appointed to wait on Mr. Pettit, and to 
remove the Records in the Secretary's Office at Perth\ 
Amboy, made report that they had waited on Mr. Pettit, 
and, as ordered, had removed the Books and Records men- 
tioned in a schedule produced. 

The Committee appointed to remove the Money in the 
•Treasury, &tc, made report, that they waited on Mr. Smith, 
with a copy of the Resolve, who, in the presence of Jona- 
than Deare, Esq., (said to be a Notary Publick) forbid, 
and protested against the removal of the said Money, but 
that they had, notwithstanding, removed the same as or- 
dered. 

A Letter from Lord Stirling, enclosing an attested copy 
of a Letter written by Cortlandt Skinner, Esq., and direct- 
ed, to Colonel William Skinner, in England, was read, 
"and said Skinner's Letter referred for further considera- 
tion. 

The Proceedings of the Committee of Bethlehem, in the 
County of Hunterdon, against Christopher Harrison, being 
transmitted to this Congress and read, 

Ordered, That the charge against said Harrison be post- 
poned. 

Adjourned to two o'clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

A Member oT this House informing that Mr. Pettit and 
Mr. Smith were desirous of being heard, respecting the 
removal of the Treasury and Records from Amboy : 

Ordered, That they be now heard. 

Whereupon they were heard accordingly. 

1 Resolved, unanimously, That the Eastern Treasury, with 
the Boqds, Securities, and other Writings thereunto belong- 
ing, be removed to the house of Peter Schenck, Esq., in 
the County of Somerset. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Eastern Records and 
Books, removed by a late Resolve of this Congress from 
the Secretary's Office, at Perth-Amboy, to New-Bruns- 
vsick, be further removed to Burlington, and lodged in the 
Secretary's Office at that place. 



Ordered, That a copy^of the following Letter be signed 
by the President, and sent to Mr. Pettit : 

In Congress, Ncw-Jersey, New-Brunswick, February 5, 1776. 

Sir : The papers, books, and records, mentioned and 
contained in the schedule annexed, have been ordered by 
this Congress to be removed from the Secretary's Office at 
Perth-Amboy, and deposited in. the Secretary's Office at 
Burlington, there to remain under your care. You are 
hereby required to attend there on Thursday next, and re- 
ceive the same, and when received to give your acknow- 
ledgment thereof accordingly. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Papers, Books, and 
Records, in the Surveyor-General's Office at Perth-Amboy, 
be immediately removed to the house of Peter Schenck, 
Esq., in the County of Somerset; and that Mr. Van Bos- 
kirk and Mr. Cook be a Committee to wait upon Mr. 
Smith with a copy of this Resolve, and carry the same 
into effect. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Committee, if they 
should find it necessary, do take to their assistance Major 
Deare, or other Officers, and the Militia under his com- 
mand, for the purpose of removing the Papers, Books and 
Records in the Surveyor-General's Office at Perth-Amboy, 
to the place appointed. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, for the appointment 
of Officers of the Third Battalion of this Province, the 
same was taken into consideration. 

Ordered, That the said appointment be deferred till to- 
morrow. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Bethle- 
hem Committee against Christopher Harrison, who, being 
ordered to attend, was brought in accordingly, and the 
charges exhibited against said Harrison were read; in 
support of which, Captain Kehart was called upon as a 
witness, and being duly sworn, did establish the same. 

The said Harrison being heard, and having offered mat- 
ter in mitigation of his offence, was ordered to withdraw. 

The Congress took the above charge against Christopher 
Harrison into consideration, and after some debates there- 
on, referred the determination thereof until to-morrow 
morning. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 

Tuesday, February 6, 177S. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the charge 
against Christopher Harrison, and, 

Resolved, That said Christopher Harrison pay the ex- 
penses accruing on apprehending him and bringing him 
before this Congress, as the same shall be taxed by the 
Committee of the Township of Bethlehem, in the County 
of Hunterdon ; that he give sufficient security to the said 
Committee in the sum of fifty Pounds for his future peace- 
able and good behaviour, and that he be disarmed, and re- 
main a prisoner in the common Jail of the County of So- 
merset, until he comply with the above determinations ; to 
which place the guard which brought him before this Con- 
gress, are required to convey him, and the keeper of the 
Jail in said County of Somerset is requested to receive Said 
prisoner, and keep him in safe custody, as above said. 

The Petition of William Steele had a second reading, 
and after some debate thereon, was referred for further con- 
sideration. 

The Committee appointed to draft a Letter to the ho- 
nourable Continental Congress, respecting the sale and 
consumption of Tea, made report, which was read, ap- 
proved, and ordered to be entered, and a copy to be en- 
grossed and signed by the President. The Letter is in 
the following words : 

In Provincial Congress, New-Jersoy, New-Brunswick, ) 

February 6, 1776. \ 

Gentlemen : Induced by a report current in this Pro- 
vince, that the honourable Continental Congress had agreed 
to allow the use of East-India Teas, many persons have 
publickly sold that article, and the use of it is, therefore, in 
danger of becoming more general. 

We did not hesitate to determine that common report, 
often deceitful, and always uncertain, ought not to be suf- 
ficient tp contravene a known, and established regulation; 
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but on a Resolve being proposed for the purpose of putting 
a stop to this growing evil, one of the members informed us 
that he heard several of the Continental Delegates publickly 
declare, it was agreed in Congress, that no notice should be 
taken of the sale or use of East-India Teas in the Eastern 
Colonies. Here, indeed, we hesitated ; and it being of 
great moment that every regulation of the honourable re- 
presentative body of the Continent should be preserved in- 
violate, we must request, that you will speedily inform us, 
whether any, or what agreement has been made by you 
respecting the sale and use of East-India Teas. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Mr. Stewart, and Mr. Clarlc, 
be a Committee to draw up a draft of a publication relative 
to raising the Battalion in this Colony, recommended by 
the Continental Congress. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Mr. Fisher, from the Committee appointed to draw up 
a draft of a publication, respecting raising a Battalion in 
this Colony, reported the same, which wa^read, and after 
several amendments were made, was agreed to, and order- 
ed to be engrossed, and is in the words following: 

Province of New-Jersey, in Congress, February 5, 1776. 

Whereas, by a Resolution of the honourable Continen- 
tal Congress, a third Battalion is recommended immediately 
to be raised in this Colony, for the service, and at the ex- 
pense of the United Colonies, consisting of eight Compa- 
nies, and each Company of seventy-eight Privates, and 
officered with one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, 
four Sergeants, and four Corporals ; which recommenda- 
tion, this Congress, being desirous fully to comply with, 
do, therefore. Resolve, That Officers of the said Battalion 
be immediately recommended for commissions, and that the 
Captains and Subalterns be appointed, and warrants issued 
for the inlisting the aforesaid complement of men. 

Resolved, That agreeable to the recommendation pf the 
said honourable Continenal Congress, the Recruiting Offi- 
cer inlist noire but healthy, sound, and able-bodied freemen, 
not under sixteen years of age. The Form of the Inlistment 
to be in the following words : 

"I, have this day inlisted myself as a Soldier 

in the American Continental Army for one year, unless 
sooner discharged, and do bind myself to conform in all 
instances to such rules and regulations as are or shall be 
established for the government of the said Army." 

Resolved, That no apprentice whatsoever be inlisted 
within this Colony, without the consent of his master or 
mistress first obtained in writing : And that every person 
under the age of tweniy-one years, inlisting himself as 
aforesaid, may within twenty-four hours after their parents 
or guardians shall have notice of such inlistment, obtain his 
discharge, by refunding the money received from the Re- 
cruiting Officer, and returning such necessaries as may have 
been supplied him by the officer, or the value thereof in 
money. 

That as to the pay and subsistence of said Officers and 
Soldiers, the same is fixed and ascertained by the said Con- 
tinental Congress. 

That it be recommended to the Officers of said Batta- 
lion, to pay the strictest attention to the behaviour of the 
troops, in Quarters, or on their march, that they give no 
reasonable cause of complaint. 

And it is further Directed, That where any Company 
shall be inlisted, the Captains having warrants for raising 
the same, shall cause a Muster to be had thereof in the 
presence of Azariah Dunham, John Mehelm, Joseph El- 
lis, or Edmond Thomas, Esqs., who are hereby appointed 
Mustermasters to review the said Companies, and adminis- 
ter an oath to such Captains, in the words following, which 
the said Captains, respectively, are required to take, viz: 

" I, A. B., do solemnly swear, that all the men whose 
names are entered in the Muster-Roll by me produced, are 
truly and bona fide inlisted, and so far as I know or be- 
lieve, intend going in the service of the United Colonies in 
the Third Battalion raised, or raising in this Colony. So 
help me God," 

And if upon such Review, the Mustermaster, who shall 
attend for that purpose, shall obtain the above said oath, or 
(if of the people called Quakers,) an affirmation to the 
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same effect ; and, also, find the said complete, agreeable to> 
the above directions, shall, thereupon, certify the same on 
the back of the Muster-Roll of such Company to this Con- 
gress, or in their recess to the Committee of Safety, in order 
that commissions may be made out to the Officers of such 
Company; which commissions the Committee of Safety of 
this Colony, during the recess of this Congress, upon re- 
ceiving certificates as above, are required to make out and 
deliver. And it is hereby recommended to the inhabitants 
of this Colony to be aiding and assisting, as far as their 
influence extends, in raising the aforesaid levies. 
By order of the Congress: 

Samuel Tucker, President. 
Attested : William Patterson, Secretary. 

On motion made, Resolved unanimously, That the fol- 
lowing gentlemen be recommended by this Congress to the 
honourable the Continental Congress as proper persons for 
Field-Officers of the Third Battalion to be raised in this 
Colony, to wit: Elias Dayton, Colonel; Anthony Walton 
White, Lieutenant-Colonel ; and Francis Barber, Major.. 
Ordered, That the President do sign an attested copy 
of this Resolution, and transmit the same to the Continen- 
tal Congress. 

A Petition from sundry Inhabitants of the County of 
Middlesex, praying that Money at interest may be taxed, 
was read, and ordered a second reading. 

Ordered, That William Steele, confined in the Jail of 
New-Brunswick, be brought before this Congress, and now 
heard. 

Whereupon he was brought in accordingly. 

The offence of which he was accused being read to said 
Steele, he acknowledged the same; which being duly con- 
sidered, 

Resolved, unanimously, That said Steele be discharged 
from his present confinement, upon his paying the cost of 
the present prosecution, as the same shall be taxed by the 
Committee of the South Ward of New-Brunswick, and 
give his obligation to the said Committee, in the sum of 
fifty Pounds, for his future peaceable and good behaviour, 
and yield up to the Chairman of said Committee all his 
arms of defence, to remain in custody of said Committee 
until they shall judge it proper to redeliver thern. L ._ 

Ordered, That Mr. Demarcst do attend the Papers, 
Books, and Records, removed from the Secretary's Office, 
at Perth-Amboy, and deliver the same to Charles Pettit, 
Esquire, on Thursday next, at Burlington; at) delivery 
whereof, he is hereby required to take Mr. Peliifs receipt, 
agreeable to an order of this Congress. 

John Dennis, Esquire, laid before this Congress," an ap- 
praisement of the Blankets in the Barracks in New-Bruns- 
wick, by John Schuurman and William Applegale, which is 
in the words following : 

New-Brunswick, February 6, 1776. 

In pursuance to order of the Provincial Congress, direct- 
ed to us, the subscribers, for appraising all the Blankets in 
the Barracks at New-Brunswick, we find as follows: 
62 Blankets, which we value at 15$. £46 10 

23 do. at 12*. 13 16 

5 do. - - - - at Is. 6d. 1.17 6 

Proclamation, - - - - £62 3 6 

John Schutjhman; 
William Applegate. 
To John Dennis, Esq. 

Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 

Wednesday, February 7, 1776. 
Congress met. 

A Petition from sundry Inhabitants of Morris County, 
praying that Money at interest may be taxed, and that all 
persons taxed may have voices in elections, was read, and 
ordered a second reading. . . . _ 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety of Pennsylva- 
nia to this Congress, was read, and ordered a second read- 
ing to-morrow morning. 

Nathaniel Scudder and David Furman's Report of the 
Cargo, &tc, of the Sloop Polly-and-Ann, was laid before- 
the Congress, and read, and ordered to be filed. 
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Adjourned till three o'clock, in the afternoon. 
Met according to adjournment. 

The Congress proceeded to the election of Officers in 
the Third Battalion, when the following persons were chosen 
by ballot : 

Samuel Potter, Captain ; Rinear Blanchard, Lieute- 
nant ; Josiah Quimby, Second Lieutenant ; Cornelius Hen- 
nion, Ensign. 

Thomas Patterson, Captain ; John Mott, First Lieute- 
nant ; William McDaniel, Jun., Second Lieutenant; Ed- 
ward Patterson, Ensign. 

John Ross, Captain ; Edward Mc Michael, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Richard Cox, Jun., Second Lieutenant ; Thomas 
Coachey, Ensign. 

William Eugene Imlay, Captain ; Richard Lloyd, First 
Lieutenant ; Daniel Pierson, Second Lieutenant ; Edgar 
Gaulidet, Ensign. 

Peter Dickinson, Captain ; Stephen Dunham, First 
Lieutenant ; David Tuttle, Second Lieutenant ; William 
Tenbrook, Ensign. 

Thomas Reading, Captain ; John Anderson, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Ralph Guild, Second Lieutenant ; John Hagan, 
Ensign. 

Joseph Bloomfield, Captain ; Josiah Seely, First Lieu- 
tenant ; William Giff'ord, Second Lieutenant; Ebenezer 
Elmer, Ensign. 

Anthony Sharp, Captain ; Samuel Flanagan, First 
Lieutenant ; Samuel Hazlett, Second Lieutenant ; Na- 
thaniel Leonard, Jun., Ensign. 

Ordered, That Warrants be signed by the President, 
and attested by the Secretary, do issue to the above named 
persons, to inlist men for the Third Battalion. 

Samuel Shepherd was unanimously appointed Adjutant 
for said Battalion. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, February 8, 1776. 

Congress met. 

The Representation of the County Committee of Salem, 
touching the origin, progress, and present state of the dis- 
turbances in said County, was laid before the Congress, 
and read : Whereupon, Doctor Samuel Dick was notified, 
in pursuance of an order of the Committee of Safety of the 
1 1th day of January last, attending, came before Congress, 
and after some time spent in hearing his defence against 
said representation, the Congress postponed the further 
hearing thereof till to-morrow. 

The Resolution of the Justices and Freeholders, County 
Committee, and Field-Officers, of Middlesex, purporting, 
that they would furnish Colonel Maxwell's Battalion with 
fifty stand of Arms, &c, was read ; whereupon, it is 

Ordered, That Mr. Martin, Mr. Camp, and Mr. Pope, 
be a Committee to inspect said Arms, and to report 
thereon. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, afternoon. 

The Congress met, and adjourned to nine o'clock, to- 
morrow morning. 

Friday, February 9, 1776. 

Congress met. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to Mathias Ward, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; David Conduit, Major ; and Samuel 
Hays, Adjutant, in the First Battalion of the Second Re- 
giment of Militia in the County of Essex, whereof Philip 
Cortland, Esq., is Colonel. 

A Return of the Captains and Subalterns in said Batta- 
lion was read and filed, and Commissions ordered to be 
made out according to said Return. 

Ordered, That a Commission do issue to Richard 
Stites, Esq., Captain »f a Company in the First Regiment 
of Foot .Militia in the County of Somerset. 

The same was made out accordingly. 

A Petition from sundry Inhabitants of Middlesex Coun- 
ty, praying that Money at interest may be taxed, was read, 
. and ordered a second reading. 

A Letter from Mr. Smyth, respecting his officiating as 
Treasurer, was received and read, and ordered a second 
.reading. 

The Congress proceeded to the further hearing of the 



defence against the representation of the County Commit- 
tee of Salem, and, also, what might be offered in support 
thereof; but, not having time fully to hear both parlies, the 
said hearing was further postponed to the afternoon. 
Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Congress again proceeded to hear the proofs and 
arguments for and against the allegation contained in the 
representation of the County Committee of Salem, and re- 
ferred the consideration thereof till to-morrow morning. 

A Petition and Remonstrance of the Inhabitants of Sa- 
lem, respecting Representation in Congress, were present- 
ed and read, and ordered second readings. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, February 10, 1776. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Whereas, by an Ordinance of this Congress, passed at 
Trenton, the 28th day of October last, the Commissioners 
therein named and appointed to purchase Fire-Arms and 
Military Stores, were particularly restricted in the price to 
be paid for said Fire-Arms, whereby the manufactory there- 
of hath been greatly impeded ; for remedy whereof, 

It is Resolved, unanimously, That the said Commission- 
ers have full power immediately to proceed in contracting 
for Fire-Arms, upon the best terms in their power, without 
any limitation or restriction, and that this Congress will, in 
convenient time, pass an Ordinance for that purpose. 

The Memorial of William Patterson and Frederick 
Frelinghuyscn, Officers in the Somerset Battalion of Mi- 
nute-Men, praying that some further regulation tie made 
for the equipment and government of said men, was read, 
and ordered a second reading. 

The Memorial of Thomas Reading, nominated Captain 
in the Third Battalion, ordered to be raised in this Province 
for the service of the United Colonies, praying that he may 
be Senior Captain in said Battalion, was read, and ordered 
a second reading. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Memorial of Thomas Reading, praying that he may 
be Senior Captain in the Third Battalion, was read a se- 
cond time, and, after some debate thereon, the previous 
question was demanded and put, Whether this Congress 
will now go into the appointment or not ? It was carried 
in the negative. 

The Congress proceeded to the election of a Quarter- 
master for. the Third Battalion, when William Norcross 
was chosen to that office. 

Cyrus De Hart having resigned his office of Ensign in 
Captain Howell's Company, in the First Battalion, Jacob 
Kemper was appointed Ensign in said Company in his 
stead. 

As William Tenbrook, appointed an Ensign in Captain 
Dickinson's Company, refused to accept said appointment, 
Francis Du Clos was elected Ensign in said Company. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Represen- 
tation from the County Committee of Salem, and it appear- 
ing that there is a sufficient number of Associators in the 
County of Salem to form two Battalions : 

Therefore, Resolved, unanimously, That it be recom- 
mended to the Committee of said County to divide the said 
County into two Districts, and that in each District a Bat- 
talion be formed, and a list of the Officers, nominated to 
command each Battalion, be presented by the said County 
Committee to this Congress, or Committee of Safety, in 
order that Commissions may be granted. 

On motion, Ordered, That the following Letter be sent 
to the Continental Congress. 

In Provincial Congress, New-Jerecy, New-Brunswick, } 

February 10, 1776. \ 

Gentlemen : Sensible of the importance that the batta- 
lions raised in this Province should be as speedily as possi- 
ble furnished with arms, we collected, for the supply of the 
First and Second Battalions, all the arms fit for service that 
could be obtained in this Province ; we have, therefore, no 
resource of providing arms for the Third Battalion, but 
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from our own manufactories or importation. How soon 
they can be manufactured is uncertain, and we have no 
present prospect of receiving them from abroad. But, 
being informed that two thousand stand have been lately 
imported, and that they are within your disposal, we should 
be glad that part of them may be ordered for the use of 
the Third Battalion, unless some more immediate publick 
service calls for them. 

We beg leave to propose, whether it would not be ad- 
visable to clothe the battalions, now raising, in uniform, 
deducting the expense attending it out of the men's wages. 

We are informed that considerable quantities of powder 
are lately arrived ; and it being probable that the assist- 
ance of the Militia of this Province may be speedily want- 
ed for the defence of this or a neighbouring Colony, we 
request the favour of your assistance in supplying us with 
ten tons of gunpowder, and twenty tons of lead, or as much 
as may be spared. 

On a requisition from Lord Stirling, the Committee of 
Ehzabelhtown have furnished him with six thousand car- 
tridges,' Somerset County four quarter-casks of powder, 
Woodbridge a considerable quantity, and Brunswick one 
hundred and fifty weight of lead. 

Our Militia are very illy supplied with ammunition. 
Those who have granted the above supplies are, therefore, 
very desirous that they may be immediately replaced. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, Monday morning. 

Monday, February 12, 177G. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Memorial from John Neilson, Colonel of the Mid- 
dlesex Battalion of Minute-Men, praying that they may be 
placed on some more respectable footing, &c, was read, 
and ordered a second reading. 

The Letter from the Committee of Safety of Pennsylva- 
nia, setting forth the expediency of raising Artillery Com- 
panies, was read the second time, and after some debates 
thereon, was referred for further consideration. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety of New-York, 
requesting that this Congress would order a detachment of 
Militia immediately, to guard the Live Stock on Siaten- 
lsland, and otherwise secure that place from depredations, 
was read and considered ; and, on motion, 

Resolved, unanimously, That upon the requisition of 
the Committee of Safety of New- York, now made to this 
Congress, a Detachment of Volunteers, consisting of three 
hundred of the Militia of the County of Middlesex, three 
hundred of the Militia of the County of Essex, and one 
hundred of the Militia of the County of Somerset, be or- 
dered immediately to march to Sidten-lsland, under the 
command of Colonel Nathaniel Heard, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edward Thomas, and Major John Dunn, to prevent the 
enemy from landing on said Island, and carrying off Live 
Stock and Provisions; and that each man furnish himself 
with at least four days' provision ; which said Detachment 
is to remain on said Island until further orders from this 
Congress, not exceeding one month ; and that the said 
Forces shall be provided for with provisions during their 
stay, and be paid the same wages while on duly as are paid 
to the Continental Forces. 

Resolved, unanimously, That Azariah Dunham be Com- 
missary to supply the above Detachment with Provisions 
and other necessaries. 

Ordered, Thai Mr.. Wetherill, Mr. Stewart, Mr.Ogden, 
Mr. Carey, and Mr. Ellis, be a Committee to draft the In- 
structions for Colonel Heard, and a Letter to the Commit- 
tee of Safety of New- York. 

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

A Petition of Captain Joseph Badcock, in the County 
of Somerset, enclosing a list of the names of certain persons 
in his Company who refused to sign a Muster-Roll, praying 
the adviceof this Congress therein, was read, and ordered 
a second reading. 

A Representation from the Committee of ' Elizabethtown, 
setting forth, that many persons are continually removing 
in this Province, who may, perhaps, Tie unfriendly to the 
cause c-f Amzrktin freedom ; and praying that some regu- 



lation be made therein, was read ; and after some debates, 
was referred to Mr. Dennis, Mr. Clark, and Mr. Martin, 
to bring in an Ordinance for the purposes prayed for. 

The Committee appointed to draw the draft of a Let- 
ter to the Committee of Safety of New- York, and also 
Instructions to Colonel Heard, brought in said Letter and 
Instructions ; which being read and amended, were both 
agreed to, engrossed, and signed by the President. 

The Committee appointed to inspect the Arms furnished 
Colonel Maxwell's Battalion, by the Justices and Free- 
holders, County Committee, and Field-Officers of Middle- 
sex, made report, which was read, and ordered to be filed. 

A Memorial of Doctor Treat, praying that his Bill for 
attending the sick Soldiers in Colonel Maxwell's Battalion, 
may be paid, was read, and ordered a second reading. 

Richard Bowhby, Esq., against whom a complaint was 
exhibited before the Committee of the Township of Mans- 
field Wood-House, in the County of Sussex, for opposing 
the present measures, being referred by said Committee 
to this Congress and brought under a guard, was ordered to 
attend. The charge was read, and witnesses called in sup- 
port of it. After which witnesses were also called and 
interrogated on the part of the said Bowhby, who made his 
defence, and being fully heard, was ordered to withdraw. 

The said Committee of the Township of Mansfield Wood- 
House, before whom a complaint was also exhibited against 
Dr. Andrew McCleney, referred said complaint folhis Con- 
gress; the delinquent being brought under a guard, was 
ordered to attend ; the complaint against him was read, his 
defence heard, and then by order he withdrew. 

The above charges were referred for further considera- 
tion. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, February 13, 1776. 
Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee of Cape-May made return of Militia 
Officers, which was read, and ordered to be filed. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the charge 
against Richard Bowlsby, Esq.; and after some time spent 
therein, " 

Resolved, That said Bowlsby pay the costs of the pre- 
sent prosecution, to be taxed by the County Committee of 
Sussex, and give obligation to the Chairman of said Com- 
mittee, in the sum of five hundred Pounds, for his good rje- 
haviour in future ; and that he yield up to said Chairman 
all his arms, and weapons of defence, to remain in custody 
of said Chairman until said Committee shall judge it pro- 
per to redeliver them ; and, on non-compliance herewith, 
the said Bowlsby be committed to the keeper of the com- 
mon Jail of said County, who is hereby ordered to keep 
him in close confinement. This Congress do deem it ad- 
visable, that the said Richard Bowlsby forthwith desist 
from the execution of his office as Magistrate, until by his 
future good behaviour, to be judged of by said Committee, 
he denotes his penitence, and renders himself worthy of the 
confidence of the publick. 

Ordered, That the said Richard Bowlsby be reconducted 
to the Chairman of the County Committee of Sussex, by 
Captain Abraham McKinney, to be dealt with asTs above 
directed. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the charges 
exhibited against Doctor Andrew McCleney, and after some 
time spent therein, 

Resolved, That said McCleney pay the costs of the pre- 
sent prosecution, to be taxed by the County Committee of 
Sussex, and give obligation to the Chairman of said Com- 
mittee, in the sum of fifty Pounds, for his good behaviour 
in future, and that he yield up to said Chairman all his 
arms, and weapons of defence, to remain in custody of said 
Chairman until said Committee shall judgelt~proper to 
redeliver them ; and, on non-compliance herewith, that 
said McCleney be committed to the keeper of the common 
Jail of said County, who is hereby ordered to keep him in 
close confinement, 

Ordered, That the said Andrew McCleney Be recon- 
ducted to the Chairman of the County Committee i'oT Sus- 
sex, by Captain Abraham McKinney, to be dealt with as is- 
above directed. 



1591 



NEW-JERSEY PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, FEBRUARY, 1776. 



1592 



Ordered, That the County Committee of Susse'x do re- 
port their proceedings on the Resolutions of this Congress 
against Richard Bowhby, Esq., and Andrew McCleney, to 
the present, or some future Congress, or, during their 
recess, to the Committee of Safety of this Colony. 

Petitions of sundry Inhabitants of Essex, praying that 
Money at interest may be taxed, and that all persons taxed 
may have voices in future elections, were read, and ordered 
second readings. 

This Congress being of opinion, that if two Commissaries 
be appointed for supplying the JSeiv- Jersey Forces in the 
Continental service, it would be of considerable advantage 
to that service, do 

Resolve, That Colonel Dunham, who lives in the East- 
ern division of New- Jersey, be recommenced to the honour- 
able Continental Congress, as a person well qualified to be 
appointed joint Commissary with Colonel Lowrey, who 
lives in West-Jersey, for the Third Battalion now raising, 
and such as shall be raised in this Colony in future. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

A Remonstrance of the County Committee of Monmouth, 
praying that the qualification of Electors may not be con- 
cluded upon during the present Session; was read, and 
ordered a second reading. 

Resolved, That on Friday next this Congress will go 
into the consideration of the qualification of Electors. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Letter 
from the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, recom- 
mending the forming one or more Artillery Companies in 
this Colony ; and after some deliberation thereon, the same, 
and all other means of defence necessary for this Colony, 
with the ways and means for defraying the expense thereof, 
was referred to a Committee of the whole Congress. 

The Congress accordingly resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on the necessary means of defence 
for this Colony. After some time spent therein, Mr. Pre- 
sident resumed the chair, and Mr. Fisher, Chairman of 
the Committee, reported that said Committee had come 
to the several Resolutions following : 

Resolved, That a train of Artillery, consisting of twelve 
Field-Pieces, be immediately purchased for the use of this 
Colony. 

Resolved, That two complete Artillery Companies be 
raised in this Colony. 

And whereas, by a former Ordinance of this Congress, 
the sum of thirty thousand Pounds was directed to be emit- 
ted in paper Bills of Credit, which bills are not yet print- 
ed ; and whereas, from the present alarming state of pub- 
lick affairs, it is probable that a larger sum may be wanted : 

Therefore, Resolved, That in lieu of the said thirty 
thousand Pounds, there be now struck in paper Bills of 
Credit the sum of fifty thousand Pounds. 

Resolved, That/or the above purpose, a new Ordinance 
be immediately prepared for striking the said fifty thou- 
sand Pounds, and directing the manner of sinking the same ; 
as also to provide the several articles of defence mentioned 
m the former Ordinance, and such other articles as may be 
deemed proper and necessary. 

To which several Resolves the Congress agreed. 

Resolved, JThat this Congress will, to-morrow morning, 
go into the ejection of Deputies, to represent this Province 
in Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That Mr. Clark, Mr. Dennis, Mr. Stewart, 
IVIr. Carey, and Mr. Ogden,be a Committee to prepare an 
Ordinance for striking fifty thousand Pounds, and, also, draft 
a Letter in answer to the Committee of Safety ofPenmyl- 
vania. ~ 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 



' Wednesday, February 14, 1776. 

Congress met according to adjournment. 

A Lett er fro m the Honourable Jo hn Hancock, Esquire, 
requesting that Detachments of Minute-Men, equal to a 
Battalion, Tje immediately armed and accoutred, and sent 
to "New-York, to act under Major-General Lee, was read, 
and ordered a second reading. 



Mr. Demarest appointed to deliver the Papers, Books, 
and Records, removed from the Secretary's Office at Perth- 
Amboy, to Mr. Pettitat the Secretary's Office, at Burling- 
ton, and to take receipt thereof, made report of such deli- 
very, which was read, and ordered to be filed. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress pro- 
ceeded to elect Delegates to represent this Province in 
Continental Congress ; which election being made, it is 
thereupon, 

Resolved, unanimously, That William Livingston, John 
De Hart, Richard Smith, John Cooper, and Jonathan Dick- 
inson Sergeant, Esqs., be Delegaies to represent this Pro- 
vince in the Continental Congress, for the space of one year, 
or until others shall be legally appointed in their stead ; 
and that they, or any three or more of them, have full and 
ample power to consent and agree to all measures which 
such Congress shall deem necessary. Ajid. this ProviDce 
bind themselves to execute, to the utmost of their power, 
all Resolutions which the said Congress may adopt. And 
further, if the said Congress shall think necessary to ad- 
journ, we do authorize our said Delegates to represent and 
act for this Province in any one Congress to be held by 
virtue of such adjournment, during their Delegation. 

On motion, Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of 
this Congress be returned to the sevejal gentlemen who 
have represented this Colony in the honourable Continen- 
tal Congress, for their faithful discharge of the important 
trust reposed in them ; and that the President do transmit 
the same accordingly. 

On motion, Resolved, unanimously, That Mr. Lewis 
Dunham be recommended by this Congress to the honour- 
able Continental Congress, as Surgeon, and Mr. Thomas 
Read, as Surgeon's Mate, for the Third Battalion now 
raising in this Colony. 

Resolved, unanimously, That this Congress will make 
provisions for defraying the expenses of the gentlemen ap- 
pointed to represent this Colony in Continental Congress. 

Adjourned till three o'clock in the afternoonT .""_ 

Met according to adjournment. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Mr. Mehelm, Mr. Drake, 
and Mr. Brown, be a Committee to preparean Ordinance 
for exempting persons who inlist in the service of the Uni- 
ted Colonies from being arrested. 

Ordered, That Mr. Covenhoven, Mr. Ellis, Mr. Hughes, 
and Mr. Elmer, be a Committee to prepare an Ordinance 
for numbering the Inhabitants of this Colony, pursuant to 
the direction of the Continental Congress. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a draft of an Or- 
dinance for appointing Barrackmasters in this Province, and 
making provisions for defraying the expense of repairino- 
said Barracks, brought in the same ; which was read, and 
ordered a second reading, 

On motion, Ordered, That Moses Scott be Surgeon to 
the Second Regiment of Foot Militia, in the County of 
Middlesex, under the command of Colonel Wetherill. 

On motion, Ordered, That Oliver Barnet, Esquire, be 
Surgeon to the Fourth Regiment of .Foot Militia in the 
County of Hunterdon, under the command of Colonel [Me- 
helm. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, February 15, 1776. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Letter from the honourable Continental Congress, 
of the 12th instant, was read the second time, and is fn the 
words following : 

" Gentlemen : The arrival of troops Tit New- York, the 
importance of that. place to the welfare of America, and the 
necessity of throwing up a number of works to prevent our 
enemies from landing and taking post there, render it ne- 
cessary that a number of troops should immediately join 
Major-General Lee; I am, therefore, desired to apply to you, 
and request you would, with all possible expedition, send 
detachments of your Minute-Men, equal to a Battalion, 
under proper officers, and well armed and accoutred, to 
New-York, there Jo be under the command of General 
Lee. 
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• "Your approved zeal in the cause of your country gives 
me the strongest assurance that you will, with alacrity, em- 
brace this opportunity of giving aid to your neighbours, 
and that your people will cheerfully engage in a service by 
which they will not only render a very essential service to 
their country, but also have an opportunity of acquiring 
military skill and knowledge in the ionstruction of field 
works, and the method of fortifying and intrenching camps, 
By which they will be the better able, when occasion. calls, 
to defend their rights and liberties. 

" 1 am, gentlemen, your obedient humble servant, 

" John Hancock, President. 
"To the Honourable Convention of New-Jersey." 

The Congress taking the above Letter into considera- 
tion, and desirous of doing every thing in their power to 
promote the common cause, do 

Resolve, unanimously, That the above Requisition be 
complied with, and that Detachments of Minute-Men, pro- 
perly accoutred, equal to a Battalion in the Continental 
service," be immediately made, and inarched lo New-York, 
under the command of Charles Stewart, Esq., Colonel ; 
Mark Thompson, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel ; Frederick 
Frelinghuysen and Thomas Henderson, Esquires, Majors ; 
and that said Battalion, when joined with the Continen- 
tal. Forces, be under the command of Major-General Lee; 
which Battalion, by a Resolution of the Continental Con- 
gress, of the 25th of October last, shall be entitled to the 
same pay while mi service as allowed to the Continental 
Troops, and furnished with provisions in the same manner. 

And this Congress do recommend to the Committees in 
particular, and to the inhabitants in general of this Colony, 
to afford all the assistance in their power in raising and_ 
equipping said Battalion. 

The Committee of the Township of Maidenhead, in the 
County of Hunterdon, made return of persons who signed 
the Association, as well as those who refused, which was 
read, and ordered to be filed. 

The Committee appointed to draft an Ordinance for 
erecting a Court of Admiralty in this Province, reported, 
that they had consulted William Livingston, Esq., one of 
our Delegates m Continental Congress on the subject, and 
proposed loi)im, whether it would not be of manifest ad- 
vantage to the Colonies, if that Congress should, by one 
General Ordinance, institute the powers and mode of erect- 
ing a Court of Admiralty to be adopted by all the Colo- 
nies: That Mr._Livingston agreed thereto, and said, he 
would take the first opportunity of proposing this matter in 
Congress; and added, that as they had already given direc- 
tions for the disposition of the transport lately carried into 
Elizabethtown, no injury could ensue to the publick from 
the New-Jersey Congress deferring the erecting a Court of 
Admiralty Tn this Province, until they are informed whether 
the Continental Congress will direct a General Ordinance 
for the purpose: And the Committee submit it to the con- 
sideration of the Congress, whether it will not, for the above 
reasons, be expedient that the said Committee should for 
the present defer further proceedings in the business to 
which they were appointed. 

The Congress taking the said Report into consideration, 

Ordered, That further proceedings of the said Commit- 
tee be deferred accordingly. 

Charles Roberts, by an order of the County Committee 
of Somerset, directed to Major Frederick Frelinghuysen, 
was brought before this Congress. The charge exhibited 
against said Roberts, was read, who having made his de- 
fence, and being fully heard, was ordered to withdraw. The 
Congress having duly considered said charge, do 

Resalve, That said Charles Roberts pay the costs of the 
present prosecution, to be taxed by the County Committee 
of Somerset, and give obligation, with surety, to the Chair- 
man of said Committee, in the sum of one hundred and 
fifty Pounds, for his good behaviour.jn future ; that he yield 
up to said Chairman all his arms, and weapons of defence, 
to remain, in. .custody of said Chairman until the said Com- 
mittee shall Ldeem.it proper to redeliver them; and, on 
non-compliance herewith, that the said Roberta be commit- 
ted to the keeper of the common Jail of said County, who 
is hereby ordered to keep him in close confinement during 
such non-compliance. 

Ordered, That the said Charles Roberts be reconduct- 



ed to the Chairman of the County Committee of Somerset, 
by Major Frederick Frelinghuysen, to be dealt with as is 
above directed. 

A Letter from the County Committee of Somerset, set- 
ting forth, that they think it expedient some measure should 
be taken to fortify Perth- Amboy, was read, and ordered a 
second reading. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

A Petition from sundry Inhabitants of Somerset, pray- 
ing that none but Freeholders may be qualified to elect 
Deputies to represent them in Congress, was read, and 
ordered, a second reading. 

A Memorial from the County Committee of Monmouth, 
praying that some mode maybe prescribed for keeping 
Minute Companies on Foot was read, and ordered a se- 
cond reading. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday, February 16, 1776. 
Met according to adjournment. 

A Petition from the Inhabitants of the City of New- 
Brunswick, praying that they may be admitted as well as 
Freeholders, to vote for Deputies in Congress, was read, 
and ordered a second reading. 

A Petition of the Committee for the Town of Newark, 
in the County of Essex, setting forth, that a dispute had 
arisen between said Committee and the County Committee 
of Essex, respecting the appropriation of said Township's 
part of the ten thousand Pound tax ; praying that this 
Congress would take some order therein, was read, and 
ordered a second reading. 

Ordered, That Mr. Carey, Mr. Mehelm, and Mr. Mar- 
tin, be a Committee to prepare the draft of an Ordinance 
directing the manner of signing the General Association by 
persons of tender consciences ; and for further regulating 
the Militia of this Colony. 

Adjourned to two o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The several Petitions from the different CouQti.es in this 
Province, praying that Householders, &c, may be qualified 
to vote for Representatives in Congress; the Petition of 
the County Committee of Monmouth, praying that the 
Congress would not at present decide upon the qualifica- 
tions of Electors ; and, also, the two Petitions from several 
of the Inhabitants of the County of Somerset, praying that 
Freeholders only may elect Deputies for Congress, were 
all read the second time. 

And the Congress, agreeable to the Order of the Day, 
taking into consideration the subject-matter of the said 
several Petitions, and after duly deliberating thereon, the 
question was put, Whether every person of full age, who 
hath, immediately preceding the election, resided one whole 
year in any County of this Colony, and is. worth at least 
fifty Pounds in real or personal estate, shall be admitted 
to vote in the County wherein he resides, for Representa- 
tives in Provincial Congress, or not ? It passed in the 
affirmative, as follows : 

Yeas. Nats.; 

Essex County, Bergen County, 

Middlesex " Somerset " 

Morris u Monmouth " 

Hunterdon " Cape-May " 

Burlington " 
Gloucester " 
Salem " 

Cumberland" 
Sussex " 
Ordered, That Mr. Clark, Mr.Ogden,Mr. Elmer, Mr. 
Stewart, and Mr. Carey, be a Committee to prepare an Or- 
dinance for the above purpose ; and, also, to ascertain the 
qualifications of Representatives to serve in Congress. 

The Petition of jhe Committee for ..the_ Township of 
Newark, in i the County of Essex, was read the second 
time ; and the gentlemen attending in behalf of the Com- 
mittee of the County of Essex, requesting that the hearing 
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the matter alleged in said Petition may be deferred till 
Thursday next. 

The said hearing was deferred accordingly. 

Ordered, That both parties do attend this Congress on 
Thursday next, at two o'clock in the afternoon, to be heard 
for and against said Petition. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, February 17, 1776. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Ordinance for 
striking fifty thousand Pounds, fee, brought in the same, 
which was read, and ordered a second reading. 

Ralph Guild having returned his Warrant for inlisting 
men, as Second Lieutenant in Captain Reading's Compa- 
ny, Jeremiah Ballard was nominated as Second Lieutenant 
in that Company. 

A Petition of Officers and Privates of the Company 
whereof George Taylor, Esq., was Captain at the time of 
being elected Colonel, praying that he may occupy both 
offices, was read, and ordered a second reading. 

Joshua Corshon, Esq., having, on account of his infirmity, 
resigned his commission of Captain in the Third Regiment 
of Foot Militia in the County of Hunterdon, whereof Na- 
thaniel Hunt, Esq., is Colonel : 

Ordered, That said Resignation be accepted, and that 
the Company immediately proceed to the election of a 
Captain. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Ordinance to 
fix the qualification of Electors of Deputies, fee, brought 
in the same, which was read, and ordered a second reading. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Ordinance for 
exempting persons who inlist in the service of the United 
Colonic? from being arrested, brought in the same, which 
was read, and ordered a second reading. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a draft of an Or- 
dinance directing the manner of signing the General Asso- 
ciation, fee, and for further regulating the Militia of this 
Colony, brought, in the same, which was read, and ordered 
a second reading. 

Ordered, That Doctor William Burnet be Surgeon for 
the Second Regiment of Foot Militia in the County of 
Essex, and that Doctor Uzal Johnston be Surgeon for the 
First Battalion, and Doctor Nicholas Roach be Surgeon for 
the Second Battalion of said Regiment, and that Commis- 
sions be issued accordingly. 

Ordered, That Dr. Abraham Van Boslcirk be Surgeon 
for the Regiment of Foot Militia in the County of Bergen, 
and that a Commission be made out accordingly. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, Monday morning. 

Monday, February 19, 1776. 
Met according to adjournment. 

Ordered, That Doctor Timothy Jones be Surgeon for 
the Eastern Regiment of Foot Militia in the County of 
Morris, and that a Commission be made out accordingly. 

The Committee to whom the Representation from the 
Committee of Elizabethtown was referred, brought in an 
Ordinance for preventing persons deserting places in dan- 
ger of being attacked, and for restraining such as are dan- 
gerous to the common cause from taking refuge in this 
Colony, which was read, and ordered a second reading. 

The draft of an Ordinance for appointing Barrackmas- 
ters in this Province, and making provision for defraying 
the expense of repairing said Barracks, was read the se- 
cond time, agreed to, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The draft of an Ordinance directing the manner of sign- 
ing the General Association by persons of tender con- 
sciences, and enforcing the same, and, also, for amending 
the Militia Ordinance passed at the last session of this 
Congress, was read the second time, agreed to, and order- 
ed to be engrossed. 

Several Resolutions of the Continental Congress, re- 
commending certain, matters to this Congress, were read 
and filed. 

The draft of an Ordinance for exempting persons who 



injist in the service of the United Colonies from arrests, 
was read the second time, agreed to, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The draft of an Ordinance for preventing persons de- 
serting places in danger of being attacked, fee, was read 
the second time, and committed to Mr. Hart, Mr. Dennis, 
and Mr. Ogden. 

A Petition of the Committee for the Township ofPisca- 
taway, praying that this Congress would take some mea- 
sures for fortifying Amboy, was read, and ordered a second 
reading. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Ordinance for 
numbering the Inhabitants of this Colony, pursuant to the 
directions of the Continental Congress, brought in the 
same, which was read, and ordered a second reading. 

The draft of an Ordinance for striking fifty thousand 
Pounds, and providing for sinking the_same, was reacTthe 
second time, and referred to a Committee .of the whole 
House, to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 

Tuesday, February 20, 1776. 

Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Letter from Jacob Ford, Esq., respecting the East- 
ern Treasurer's refusing the Continental Bills in payment 
of Taxes, was read the second time. I 

Resolved, unanimously, That it is the duty of the Trea- 
surers of this Colony to receive the Bills of Credit issued 
by the Continental Congress, in payment of all taxes and 
other debts payable to the Treasury. 

Mr. Smyth's Letter respecting his officiating as Treasu- 
rer, was read the second time. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do send the following 
Letter to Mr. Smyth : 

Sir : I am to inform you that the Congress have been 
long wailing for your answer, whether you would consider 
yourself as Treasurer under your former obligation. This 
would be very agreeable to Congress; and, though your 
indisposition may for some time prevent your going to the 
Treasury Chest at Mr. Schenck's, yet you can, as occasion 
may require, have recourse thereto by such persons as you 
can confide in. ....... 

A resolve of the Congress, respecting Continental cur- 
rency, you have enclosed. 

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the Ordinance for striking fifty thousand Pounds, 
and providing for sinking the same. After some lime spent 
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Fisher, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported, that they had inside 
some progress in the matters to them referred, and desired 
leave to sit again, to which the Congress agreed. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 
Met according to adjournment. 

The Congress again resolved itself into A Committee of 
the Whole, on the Ordinance for striking fifty thousand 
Pounds, and providing for sinking the same. After some 
time spent therein, Mr, President resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Fisher, Chairman of the Committee, reported, that 
they had made some further progress in the matters to 
them referred, and desired leave to sit again, to which the 
Congress agreed. 

A Letter from Colonel Maxwell, praying that a Compa- 
ny of Riflemen may be raised and joined to his Battalion, 
was read and filed. 

A Petition of sundry Militia Officers in the County of 
Burlington, setting forth, that they had been at consider- 
able expense in providing Fugle-Men, Fifers, Drummers, 
fee, praying that this Congress would reimburse them 
therefor, was read, and ordered a second reading. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, February 21, 1776, 
Met according to adjournment. 
The Petition of the Committee for the^ Township of 
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Fiscataway, praying that some more equal mode of taxa- 
tion may be prescribed, and, in particular, that money at 
interest may be taxed, was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Ordinance for striking fifty thousand Pounds, 
and providing for sinking the same. 

The Petition of Captain Joseph Badcock, in the County 
of Somerset, enclosing a list of the names of certain per- 
sons in his Company who refused to sign a Muster-Roll, 
praying the advice of this Congress therein, was read the 
second time, and referred for further consideration. 

This Congress having received of the Continental Con- 
gress half a ton of Gunpowder, in order to replace the 
Gunpowder formerly lent said Continental Congress by So- 
merset, Brunswick, Woodbridge, and Elizabeth, and there 
being a surplus after replacing what had been so borrowed, 
of which the Township of Shrewsbury hath made applica- 
tion for part : 

Whereupon, it is Ordered, That said Township be fur- 
nished with a cask of the Powder aforesaid, containing one 
hundred and eight pounds six ounces, for which said Town- 
ship is to account with this Congress. 

A Motion l)eing made and debated, the question was 
put, Whether this Congress shall be dissolved, and the elec- 
tors have an opportunity .of making a new choice of De- 
puties before the time appointed by an Ordinance of the 
last Congtess? It was carried in the affirmative, as fol- 
lows : 

Yeas. Nays. 

Bergen County, Middlesex County, 
Essex " Morris " 

Burlington " Hunterdon " 

Salem " Somerset " 

Cumberland " Sussex " 

Cape- May " 
Gloucester " 

On motion, Resolved, That there be a new election of 
Deputies to represent this Colony in Provincial Congress, 
on the fourth Monday in May next. 

Ordered, That Commissions be made out for the fol- 
lowing persons, Officers of a Company in the Regiment 
whereof William Maxwell, Esq., was late Colonel, agreeable 
to a Certificate of their appointment, viz: George Rible, 
Captain ; Henry Shute, First Lieutenant ; Richard Auter, . 
Second Lieutenant ; Philip Winterstcen, Ensign. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

A Letter from Mr. Smyth, respecting his officiating as 
Treasurer, was read. To which the following Answer was 
returned : 

Sir : We are sorry to observe, that the conditions you 
mention in your letter of this day, on which you are wil- 
ling to execute the office of Treasurer, are not satisfactory. 
We must, therefore, desire your answer explicitly, whether 
you are willing to take charge of the Treasury Chest, when 
delivered safely at Mr. Schenck's, continue to act as Trea- 
surer, and acknowledge yourself accountable to the Pro- 
vince as fully, to all intents and purposes, as you was by 
your obligation before the removal of the Chest. 

If you agree thereto, as the execution of the office 
under those circumstances will necessarily be attended with 
extraordinary expenses, this Congress are willing to make 
you a reasonable compensation therefor. 

A Letter from the Right Honourable William Earl of 
Stirling, was received and read, and is in the words fol- 
lowing: 

" New-York, February 20, 1776. 

" Sir : As the Asia man-of-war, with her attendants, have 
now taken .their station in the Bay below this city, and the 
Phenix between the Narrows and Sandy-Hook, and do 
take every provision vessel coming from New-Jersey, it 
is become highly proper to prevent any provisions or pro- 
duce of any kind being shipped from New-Jersey to this or 
any other place whatsoever, while those ships continue in 
a situation which will enable them to make seizures of 
them. 1 have, therefore, General Lee's directions to re- 
quest, that the Congress of New-Jersey will give immedi- 
ate directions to prevent any provisions or other produce 
being shipped or sent off from any part of East New-Jersey, 



that can possibly fall into the hands of the enemy. I am, 

sir, your most humble servant, ,, 

J ' " Stirling. 

" To the President of the Congress of the Province of 

New-Jersey, at New-Brunswick." 

The Congress, sensible of the expediency of the above re- 
quest, do Resolve, That Provisions, and all other kinds of 
Produce of this Colony, be immediately prevented from being 
sent to New- York, or other parts, wherehy "they must pass 
New York Bay, orthe Bay between Sandy-Hook andPerth- 
Amboy, or Staten-Lland : And all owners and masters of 
vessels, of every kind, are prohibited from sending any T^ro- 
visions or Produce from any part of this Province as afore- 
said, until permitted by this Congress. 

All County and Township Committees in the Eastern 
division of this Province, are hereby directed to be vigilant 
and active in carrying this Resolve into effect. 

Ordered, That the following persons he Officers of a 
Company of Minute-Men in the Township of Newark, 
agreeable to a certificate of their election, viz: Joseph Ai- 
ling, Captain; Joseph Wheeler, First Lieutenant; Caleb 
Bruen, Second Lieutenant ; Isaac Plume, Ensign. 

The draft of an Orditiance to fix the qualifications of 
Electors, and of Deputies, &c, was read the second time, 
and committed to Mr. Fisher, Mr. Martin, Mr. HugTies, 
Mr. Covenhoven, and Mr. John Holmes, 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 

Thursday, February 22, 1776. 
Met according to adjournment. 

A Letter from James Hughes, a prisoner at Elizabeth- 
town, informing, that he is much indisposed in body, praying 
leave of this Congress that he may go to New- York, and 
put himself under the care of Doctor Jones, was read, and 
referred to the Committee of Elizabelhtown. 

The Congress again resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the Ordinance for striking fifty thou- 
sand Pounds, and provided for sinking the same. After 
some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Fisher, Chairman of the Committee, reported, 
that they had gone through the said Ordinance, and were 
ready to report the same. 

Ordered, That the Report be made in the afternoon. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Mr. Fisher, from the Committee of the Whole House, 
to whom the Ordinance for emitting fifty thousand Pounds, 
in Bills of Credit, for the purposes therein mentioned, Sic, 
reported the same, agreeable to the Order of this morning, 
which was read ; and several amendments being thereunto 
made, was agreed to, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The. parties for and against the Petition from the Com- 
mittee of the Township of Neivark, against the Committee 
of the County of Essex, attending, and the Petitioners .re- 
quiring a longer day, in order to procure proper witnesses ; 
it is, therefore, 

Ordered, That the further hearing of said controversy 
be deferred till Tuesday next, at two o'clock in the after- 
noon, at which time, both parties are required to attend, 
properly prepared, as this Congress are resolved at that, 
time to hear and determine said dispute. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday, February 23, 1776. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to wait upon Mr. Smyth, and 
remove the Papers, Books, and Records, in the Surveyor- 
General's Office at Perth-Amboy, made report, that they 
had waited on Mr. Smyth, and had, as ordered, removed 
the Papers, Books, and Records, mentioned in a certain 
schedule, produced and filed. 

Elias Dayton, Colonel of the First Regiment of Foot 
Militia in the County of Essex, beipg promoted to the com- 
mand of a Battalion in the Continental service ; ins, there- 
fore, Ordered, That Edward Thomas be Colonel, Jeremiah 
Smith Lieut. Colonel, and Oliver Spencer First Major, 
of said First Regiment of Militia in the County of Essex. 
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The Petition and Remonstrance. of the. County Com- 
mittee of Bergen, respecting the seizure of Arms belong- 
ing to said County, by a detachment of Continental troops, 
under the command of Captain Joseph Meeker, in the 
Right Honourable William Earl of Stirling's Regiment, 
was read the second time, and 

Resolved, unanimously, That this Congress will either 
pay for, or replace the Arms taken by Captain Meeker, 
whichever the County Committee of Bergen shall choose ; 
and will, as soon as possible, inquire fully into and decide 
upon the cause of complaint exhibited in said Petition and 
Remonstrance. 

Resolved, That a Letter be immediately written, and 
signed by the President, to the Right Honourable William 
Earl of Stirling, respecting the seizure of the Arms afore- 
said, and desiring that his Lordship would transmit to this 
Congress a copy of the orders given Captain Meeker, as 
also of those which his Lordship received of the honour- 
able Continental Congress, respecting said Arms. 

This Congress resumed the consideration of a Court of 
Admiralty, and Resolved, That said Court be instituted in 
this Province as soon as possible; and that Mr. Carey and 
Mr. Clark be added to the Committee appointed to draft 
an Ordinance Tor that purpose. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 
Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee to whom the draft of an Ordinance for 
fixing the qualifications of Electors, and Deputies, &z.c, 
was committed, reported the same with amendments ; 
which being read, was committed to a Committee of the 
whole House. 

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House, on the Ordinance for fixing the qualifica- 
tions of Electors, and Deputies, he. After some time spent 
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Fisher, 
Chairman of the Committee, reported that they had made 
some progress in the matters to them referred, and desired 
leave to sit again. To which the Congress agreed. 

The engrossed Ordinance directing the manner of sign- 
ing the General Association, &c, was read and compared. 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wetherill, Mr. Hart, Mr. Elmer, 
Mr. Mehelm, and Mr. Dunham, be a Committee to pre- 
pare an Ordinance for defraying incidental charges. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, February 24, 1776. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The engrossed Ordinance for appointing Barrackmasters 
in this Province, 8tc, was read and compared. 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

The engrossed Ordinance for exempting persons who 
inlist in the service of the United Colonies from arrests, 
was read and compared. 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

The several Petitions and Memorials respecting the 
Minute-Men in this Province, &c, were read the second 
time, and after some deliberation thereon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Clark, Mr. Hart, Mr. Elmer, and 
Mr. Martin, be a Committee to prepare an Ordinance for 
regulating the former Minute Department of Militia, and 
incorporating the same with the Standing Militia. 

Mr. Josiah Seely, appointed First Lieutenant in Captain 
Bloomfield's Company, informed this Congress, that since 
his nomination, some particular circumstances happened, 
which laid him under the necessity of declining said ap- 
pointment; whereupon the Congress proceeded to the 
choice of a First Lieutenant in said Company, when Con- 
stant Peck was elected. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Petition of Officers and the Privates, in the Com- 
pany whereof George Taylor, Esq., was Captain, at the 
time of being elected Colonel, was read the second time, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Petition of sundry Militia-Officers in the County 



of Burlington, praying that this Congress would reimburse 
them their expense in providing Fugle-Men,&.c, was read 
the second time, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Letter from the County Committee of Somerset, 
and the Petition from the Township Committee of Pisca- 
taway, setting forth, that Perth-Amboy is much exposed 
to hostile invasions, and praying that some measures might 
be taken to fortify said place, and guard it agajnst inva- 
sions, were read the second time. 

As the matter contained in said Letter and Petition is 
of great importance to this Colony in particular, and to 
the United Colonies in general, and as the carrying the 
same into effect will be attended with considerable ex- 
pense, it was moved and agreed that the following Letter 
be sent to the Continental Congress : 

Gentlemen : This Congress having taken into their 
serious consideration the necessity of defending such parts 
of this Colony as are more immediately exposed to an in- 
vasion of the enemy, are of opinion, that the city of Perth- 
Amboy, in East-Jersey, from its open channel, and safe 
harbour, and from its local situation, is a place deserving 
the utmost attention at this time. As the city of New- 
York has at present a large body of troops, and fortifica- 
tions are now erecting for its defence, it is more than proba- 
ble that the enemy, sensible of these preparations, will 
attempt a lodgment at Perth-Amboy, from whence incur- 
sions might easily be made into the heart of the country, 
before a sufficient force can be collected to oppose themT 

That part of West-Jersey, which is situate on the River 
Delaware, below Philadelphia, appears also to merit great 
attention at this time. Opposite to Reedy-Island, at a 
place called Elsenborough, in the County ofSa Tern, a land- 
ing might easily be effected. This is withnxiorty miles of 
Philadelphia, in a County abounding with provisions; and 
from whence an army might easily make its way to Coo- 
per's Ferry in a very short time. 

This Congress would be happy if they had it in their 
power to take into immediate pay a sufficient body of 
troops for the defence of both these important posts : but 
as this will be an expense too great for this Colony to sup- 
port upon its own bottom, and as the being guarded at all 
points is a matter of the utmost importance to the com- 
mon cause, more especially to the cities of Philadelphia 
and New- York; this Congress beg leave to submit to the 
consideration of your honourable House, the urgent neces- 
sity of making some immediate preparations to prevent any 
attempt of the enemy to land an army in those parts of this 
Province which appear to be so situated as greatly to 
facilitate the success of such an attempt. One or two bat- 
talions, with two artillery companies, may be sufficient for 
this important service. And we humbly submit to your 
consideration the necessity and propriety of such a step 
being immediately adopted. We wish not to put the Con- 
tinent to this expense for the sole defence of the inhabi- 
tants of this Colony, but the interest of this Colony in par- 
ticular being so connected with that of the United Colonies 
in general, as to render an invasion in New- Jersey a mat- 
ter of the utmost importance to all; we humbly conceive 
that the necessity of the occasion will induce the wisdom 
of your honourable House to take into Continental pay two 
battalions, and two companies of artillery; or such a body 
of forces as may be thought sufficient to answer this desi- 
rable purpose. 

The express, by which this is forwarded, will wait your 
commands ; and I am to request the favour of an answer as 
soon as possible. 1 am likewise to request, that commis- 
sions may be sent for Officers of the Third Battalion, as 
some of the Companies are already full, and others in a fair 
way. 

1 am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 
By order of Congress : 

Samuel Tucker, President. 
To the Honourable Continental Congress. 

Adjourned till Monday morning, nine o'clock. 

Monday, February 26, 1776. 
Met according to adjournment. 

A Resolution of the Continental Congress was received 
and read, and is in the words following : 
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" In Congress, February 22, 1776. that shall be agreed on by all concerned, there to remain 

" A Delegate from New-Jersey, having informed Con- until we see happier times, 

gress that the Regiment of Militia ordered by the Conven- " Mr. Stevens goes home by way of Brunsivick, to whom 

tion of that Colony, to march to the defence of New- York, I beg you will please to give your answer, who will forward 

in consequence of the resolve of Congress of the 12th of it to me. 

this month, were not sufficiently armed, and that they could ,: I am your most bumble servant, tl j qhn g MTTH 

not be furnished with arms, unless the Congress supplied „ Tq Samud Tucker, Esquire." 

them ; and as this Congress have not arms to spare, those . . '..... m r-i . 

they have being necessary for arming the Battalions in the . °° the question being put, whe her the Treasury Chest 

- J - - ° J of the Eastern Division ol this Colony, lately removed by 



a Resolve of this Congress, from Perth- Amboy, in order to 
be lodged in the hands of Peter Schenck, Esquire, at Mill- 
stone, for the sake of greater safety, be, agreeable to the 
request of Mr. Smyth, the Eastern Treasurer, carried to 
the dwelling-house of the Honourable John Stevens, one of 
Mr. Smyth's securities, there to remain during Mr. Smyth's 
indisposition, or until this Congress shall take further order 
therein, on the terms expressed in the above Letter, to wit; 
that Mr. Smyth and his securities continue bound by their 
former obligations ; and provided they te at the charge of 
such removal ? It was carried in the affirmative, as follows: 



Yeas. 

Bergen County, 

Essex " 

Monmouth " 

Burlington " 

Salem " 

Cape-May " 

Hunterdon " 



Continental service : 

" Therefore, Resolved, That the march of said Battalion 
of Militia be countermanded. 

" Extract from the Minutes : 

" Chakles Thomson, Secretary." 

Ordered, That the Officers be immediately notified of 
the above countermand. 

Adjourned till three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Petitions of the Committee of Correspondence and Ob- 
servation for the Precinct of New-Barbadoes and Rack- 
ensack, of the Township Committee of Franklin, and of 
the Precinct Committee of Saddle-River, in the County of 
Bergen, setting forth, that the Deputies who represent the 
said County in Provincial Congress, and the persons who 
compose the County Committee of Bergen, were not duly 
elected, Stc, praying that the said Deputies may be dis- 
missed from their seats in Congress ; that the said Com- 
mittee may be dissolved, and that a new election may be 
directed, were read, and ordered a second reading. 

The Township Committee of Trenton, made return of 
the persons who, in their bounds, signed the General As- 
sociation of this Colony, and of those who refused so to do ; 
which was ordered to be filed. 

The Committee to whom the draft of an Ordinance re- . , _ 

snectincr persons who remove from the adjacent Colonies, compose the County Committee o 
&c, was committed, reported the same with amendments, elected, fee, and praying that th 
which being read, was agreed to, and ordered to be en- dismissed from their seats m Cong, 
grossed. 

The Congress again resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, on the Ordinance for fixing the qualifi- 
cations of Electors and Deputies, &c. After some lime 
spent therein, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Fisher, Chairman of the Committee, reported, that they 
had gone through the said Ordinance; which being read, 
was agreed to, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, February 27, 177G. 

Met according to adjournment. 

A Letter from John Smyth, Esquire, Treasurer of the 
Eastern Division of this Colony, was read, and is in the 
following words : 

" Perth.Amboy, February, 26, 1776. 

"Sir: Mr. Stevens, according to my request, has been 
so good as to come down to this place, to whom I com- 
municated the letter sent to me by the Congress, relative 
to the removal of the Treasury, as 1 did to my other secu- 
rities some time before. 

" 1 find that they are willing to continue security for me, 
considering the difficulty of the times, provided the Chest 
is removed to a place where the Office may be executed in 
the usual manner. 1 would, therefore, propose, that, as 
I am not now able, and little prospect of being so, in 
less than six weeks, to attend the Chest, it be removed to 



Nays/ 
Middlesex County, 
Somerset " 

Morris . . . . . " 
Sussex " 

Cumberland " 



The Petitions of the Committee of Correspondence and 
Observation for the Precinct of New-Barbadoes and Hack- 
ensack, of the Township Committee of Franklin, and of 
the Precinct Committee of Saddle-River, in the County of 
Bergen, setting forth, that the Deputies whorepresent the 
said County in Provincial Congress, and the persons who 

ol Bergen, were not duly 

e said Deputies may be 

ress, that the said County 

Committee may be dissolved, and that a new election may 

be directed, were read the second time. 

Whereas, this Congress expect soon to rise, and having 
already resolved upon a dissolution, have directed, that, 
on the fourth Monday in May next, the several Counties 
in this Province proceed to the election of Deputies for 
Provincial Congress, and of County Committees, think it 
unnecessary, at this lime, to enter into the. merits of, and 
decide upon, the complaint exhibited in the above Peti- 
tions. This Congress, however, direct, that all the money 
raised in the County of Bergen, by a former Resolve of 
Congress, be immediately collected and paid into the hands 
of the County Collector ; to be drawn out and appropriated, 
as the County Committee of .Berg-en shall direct, agree- 
able to former Resolutions of Congress; and that said Com- 
mittee do keep proper accounts of all such, appropriations 
and expenditures, to. be laid before Congress wneii required. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Memorial of James Richmond, setting forth, that the 
ships-of-war in New-York Bay do not make captures of 
vessels freighted with wheat, and praying permission of this 
Congress to carry produce from this Colony to New-York, 
was read, and ordered a second reading. 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Congress went into 
the consideration of the Petition from the Committee for 
the Township of Newark, against the County Committee 



Mr. Stevens's, who will receive the taxes that are still to be of Essex. The Deputies from said Committees attending, 
paid in, and the County Collectors may be desired to at- were heard for and against the said Petition. After which 
' ' " » i- . they withdrew. ... . 

The above Petition was referred for further consideration. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow mottling. 

Wednesday, February 2S* 1776. 
Met according to adjournment. 
Whereas, the late. Resolution of ibis Congress prohibit- 



tend at his house for that purpose. In which case no one 
will or can hare recourse to the Chest, but those who have 
already entered into engagements, and are by law account- 
able to the publick, for the due performance of my office, 
which cannot in justice or reason be expected of me or 
them, without the Chest is suffered to remain in my or their 
possession". 

As this proposal fully comprehends the declared inten- 



tion of the Congress in removing the Chest, 1 cannot doubt ing the export of Provisions and Produce from this Colony 
its proving fully'agreeable and satisfactory to them. to New- York, was founded on information that the ships- 

" Whenever I am able to attend the duty of the office of- war, in New-York Bay, made captures of vessels so 
abroad, the Chest may then be removed to any other place, laden ; and whereas, this Congress are fu|Iy satisfied that 
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'the reason of making said prohibition no longer subsists : 
■It is therefore, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Resolution of this 
'Congress, made the 21st day of this instant, February, pro- 
shibiling the export of Provisions and Produce from this 
Colony to the City of New- York, be, and is hereby re- 
ipealed. 

This Congress having resumed the consideration of the 
Petition of the Township of Newark, lament, that any dis- 
putes should arise among persons distinguished for their 
zeal and activity in promoting the common cause of Ame- 
rica ; and regret the necessity of their interference to com- 
pose the dissensions that have for some time subsisted be- 
tween the County Committee of Essex and the Township 
Committee of Newark. In order, however, to decide upon 
said dispute, and in hopes of reconciling the parties at 
variance, it is 

Resolved, That, as by the late Ordinances of Congress, 
the County Committee have undoubted right to appoint a 
County Collector, and dispose of the money raised by an 
Ordinance of the late Congress, the Committee of the 
Township of Newark be, and they are hereby enjoined to 
cease claiming the disposition of such money ; but where- 
as, there was no County Committee in the County of Es- 
sex before the 21st day of September last, until which time 
the Township Committees had the disposal of the money 
raised as aforesaid in their respective Townships : 

It is, therefore, further Resolved, That all moneys actu- 
ally expended by said Township Committees, before that 
time, be allowed by said County Committees to be a legal 
expenditure ; and the Arms or Ammunition purchased by 
each Township Committee, as well as such as shall be 
purchased by the County Committee, be considered as a 
County Stock, and divided to each Township according to 
its quota of such tax : And if any Township Committee 
in Essex have made contracts for Ammunition, not already 
fulfilled, it is recommended to the County Committee to 
fulfil such contracts, and distribute the Ammunition pro- 
cared thereby in the Townships as aforesaid. 

The engrossed Ordinance for striking the sum of fifty 
thousand Pounds five Shillings, in Bills of Credit, for the 
purposes therein mentioned, and directing the manner of 
sinking the same, was read and compared. 
Resolved, That the same do pass. 

The engrossed Ordinance, to prevent Persons deserting 
places in danger of being attacked, and for restraining such 
as are dangerous to the common cause, from taking refuge 
in this Colony, was read and compared; and on the ques- 
tion, Whether the same do pass, or not? it was carried in 
the affirmative, as follows : 

Yeas. Nays, 

Bergen County, Monmouth County, 
Essex " Salem " 

Middlesex " Burlington " 

Morris " Cape-May " 

Somerset " 
Sussex " 

Hunterdon " 
Cumberland " 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

On motion, Ordered, That Doctor Baldwin be Surgeon 
for the Second Regiment of Foot Militia in the County of 
Sussex, whereof Ephraim Martin, Esq., is Colonel. 

On motion, Ordered, That Doctor Jonathan Horton, 
be Surgeon for the Western Regiment of Foot Militia, in 
the County of Morris, whereof Jacob Drake, Esquire, is 
Colonel. 

Agreeable to Certificate, 

Ordered, That the following persons be Officers of three 
of the Militia Companies, in the Precinct of New-Barba- 
does, and County of Bergen, and in the Regiment where- 
of Teunis Hey, Esq., is Colonel, viz: Jacob Terhune, 
Captain ; George Brinckerhoff, First Lieutenant ; Hen- 
drick Budon, Second Lieutenant ; and Jacobus Poulesse, 
Ensign of the New-Barbadoes Company. Nicausa Ter- 
hune, Captain ; Jacob Van Winkle,F'nst Lieutenant ; John 
Uriancy, Second Lieutenant; and Walling Van Winkle, 
Ensign of the Pollifiy Company. Jacobus Jaralman, Cap- 
tain; Peter Sandford, Firs_t Lieutenant; Elijah Sanford, 



Second Lieutenant ; and John Jaralman, Ensign of the 
New-Barbadoes-Neck Company. 

Adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

A Representation from the Township Committee of 
Woodbridge, praying, that Money at interest may be tax- 
ed ; that the people called Quakers may, for non-attend- 
ance on military duty, pay an equivalent to the expense 
and services of Associators ; and that Perth-Amboy, which 
is much exposed to an attack from the enemy, may be for- 
tified and guarded ; was read, and ordered a second reading. 

A Petition of the Township Committee of Piscataway, 
and of the Military Officers in said Township, setting forth, 
that the Ordinance of last Congress for the further regula- 
tion of the Militia, was defective in several particulars, &c., 
praying that this Congress would devise some remedy 
therefor, was read, and ordered a second reading. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Ordinance for 
regulating the former Minute Department of Militia, and 
incorporating the same with the Standing Militia, reported 
the same, which was read, and ordered a second reading. 

The engrossed Ordinance for directing the mode and fix- 
ing the time for the election of Deputies to serve in Pro- 
vincial Congress for this Colony ; and also to ascertain the 
qualification of Electors, ike, was read and compared. 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

Agreeable to Certificate, 

Ordered, That the following persons be Officers of a 
Company in the Second Regiment of Foot Militia, in the 
County of Somerset, under the command of Abraham 
Quick, Esq., Colonel, viz : William Churchill Houston, 
Captain ; Aaron Longslreet, First Lieutenant ; Zcbulon 
Barton, Second Lieutenant; and James Stockton, Ensign. 

The Township Committee of Amwell, in the County of 
Hunterdon, having made return of the persons who sign- 
ed, and of those who refused to sign the General Associa- 
tion of this Colony, 

Ordered, That the same be filed. 

The draft of an Ordinance for numbering the Inhabitants 
of this Colony, pursuant to the direction of the Continen- 
tal Congress, was read the second time, and after certain 
amendments, was agreed to, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Resolved, That Samuel Tucker and John Dennis, Es- 
quires, Treasurers of this Colony, shall each of them give 
bond, with security, for the faithful performance of their 
office, in the sum of ten thousand Pounds, to John Weth- 
erill, Hendrick Fisher, Abraham Clark, John Hart, Isaac 
Pearson, and Augustine Stevenson, Esquires, and the sur- 
vivors of them, in trust for the said Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock, 

Thursday, February 29, 1776. 
Met according to adjournment. 

The Continental Congress having desired this Congress 
to give directions for conveying the Baggage belonging to 
the prisoners taken at St. John's, from Wallpack, in this 
Colony, to Lancaster, in the Province of Pennsylvania, 

Ordered, That Colonel Martin and Major Brown, be, 
and they hereby are directed to carry the above requisi- 
tion into effect. 

The Congress having resumed the consideration of the 
necessity of instituting a Court of Admiralty in this Colony, 

Resolved, That the erection of such Court be deferred 
until some future day ; but as it is highly expedient imme- 
diately to determine upon the seizure of the Ship Blue- 
Mountain-Valley, that this Congress will proceed to the 
decision thereof to-morrow, at two o'clock in the afternoon. 

On motion, Agreed, That the President write to the 
Chairman of the Committee of Elizabethlown, desiring 
that he would cause such witnesses as may be necessary, 
respecting the above capture, to appear before Congress at 
the time aforementioned. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Ordinance for 
defraying incidental charges, reported the same; which was 
read, and ordered a second reading. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 
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Met according to adjournment. 

Mr. Coachey, appointed an Ensign in Captain Ross's 
Company, having declined accepting said appointment, the 
Congress proceeded to the election of an Ensign, when 
George Cottnam was elected. 

The draft of an Ordinance for regulating the former 
Minute Department of Militia, and incorporating the same 
with the standing Militia, was read the second time, and, 
after sundry amendments, was agreed to, and ordered to be 
engrosssd. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday, March 1, 1776. 
Met according to adjournment. 

The Congress having resumed the consideration of the 
charge exhibited against Peter Vroom, 

Resolved, That said Peter Vroom pay the costs of the 
present prosecution, to be taxed by the Township Com- 
mittee of Piscataway, and give obligation, with surety, to 
the Chairman of said Committee, in the sum of one hundred 
and fifty Pounds, for his good behaviour in future ; that he 
yield up to said Chairman all his arms, and weapons of 
defence, to remain in custody of said Chairman, until the 
said Committee shall deem it proper to redeliver them; and 
on non-compliance herewith, that said Vroom be commit- 
ted to the keeper of the common Jail of the County of 
Middlesex, who is hereby ordered to keep him in close 
confinement, during such non-compliance. 

The Congress proceeded to the election of Officers for 
the two Companies of Artillery, when the following per- 
sons were chosen : 

Frederick Frelinghuysen, Captain ; Daniel Neil, Cap- 
tain-Lieutenant ; Thomas Clark, First Lieutenant ; and 
John Heard, Second Lieutenant, of the Eastern Company, 
Samuel Hugg, Captain ; Thomas Newark, Captain-Lieu- 
tenant ; John Westcott, First Lieutenant ; and Joseph Day- 
ton, Second Lieutenant, of the Western Company. 

Ordered, That Mr. Carey and Mr. Clark be a Com- 
mittee to prepare an Ordinance for raising two Companies 
of Artillery in this Colony, and providing for their pay and 
subsistence. 

Ordered, That Mr. Carey and Mr. Clark be a Com- 
mittee to draw the form of a Bond to be executed by the 
Treasurers. 

Mr. Dennis presented to this Congress the Honourable 
John Stevens's receipt for the Treasury Chest ; which was 
read, and ordered to be filed, and is in the words following : 

" Received of John Dennis, Esq., the Treasury Chest of 
the Eastern Division of New-Jersey, lately removed from 
Perth- Amboy^ and deposited with Mr. Dennis, by order of 
Congress ; which Chest is now locked, and the key remain- 
ing in the hands of the Treasurer, John Smyth, Esq. The 
Treasury Chest aforesaid, with its contents, I received into 
my charge for the purposes mentioned in Mr. Smyth's let- 
ter of ths2Qlh of February, directed to, and in the posses- 
sion of the Congress of New-Jersey. Dated the twenty- 
eighth day of February, Anno Domini 1776. 

"John Stevens." 

On motion, an Ordinance for paying a bounty on Salt- 
petre, and common Salt, manufactured in New- Jersey, and 
for purchasing Saltpetre, was brought in and read, and 
ordered a second reading. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Ordinance for paying a bounty on Saltpetre, and 
common.Salt, manufactured in New-Jersey, he, was read 
the second time, and several amendments being thereunto 
made, the same was agreed to, and ordered. to be engrossed. 

The Committee appqinted to draw the draft of an Ordi- 
nance for raising two Artillery Companies in New-Jersey, 
and providing for their pay and subsistence, brought in the 
same, which was read, and ordered a second reading. 

Agreed, That/pAn ..Dennis, Esq., send the Records of 
the Surveyor-General's Office, to the house of Peter 
Schenck, Esq. 

Ordcrerf^That John Dennis and Mr. Dunham be a 



Committee to adjust and settle the Accounts of Powder 
furnished the Earl of Stirling, by Somerset, Brunswick, 
Woodbridge, and Elizabethtown, and to repay the same 
out of the half ton sent this Congress by the honourable 
Continental Congress. That said Committee are to keep 
the surplus in their hands on account ; and to report to £hj§ 
next Congress or Committee of Safety. 

Agreeable to Order, the Congress took under considera- 
tion the capture of the Ship Blue-Mountain- Valley, and 
having heard and examined the proofs respecting the same, 
postponed the decision until to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, March 2, 1776. 
Met according to adjournment. 

The draft of an Ordinance for raising two Companies 
of Artillery, and providing for their pay and subsistence, 
was read the second time ; and being amended, was agreed 
to, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The Congress proceeded to the determination of the 
prize ship, Blue-Mountain-Valley, now lying at Elizabeth- 
town-Point, lately seized by Lord Stirling, with detach- 
ments of the Continental Forces and Militia: And, it 
appearing by the testimony of credible witnesses, upon their 
oaths, that the said ship,/oAn H. Dempster, master, sailed 
from London some lime last fall, laden with stores, ship- 
ped by order of the Right Honourable the Lords Com- 
missioners of His Majesty's Treasury, bound to the port of 
Boston, or any other port in America : The said cargo, by 
the bill of loading, dated the 30th day of September, 1775, 
to be delivered unto the Commander-in-chief of His Majes- 
ty's Forces in America, or to his order. And the honour- 
able Continental Congress, having previous to the taking 
the aforesaid ship, 

"Resolved, That all transport Vessels in the same service, 
having on board any Troops, Arms, Ammunition, Clothing, 
Provisions, or Military or Naval Stores, of what kind 
soever, and all Vessels to whomsoever belonging, that shall 
be employed in carrying Provisions or other necessaries, to 
the British Army or Armies, or Navy, that now are, or 
hereafter shall be within any of ihe United Colonies, or 
any Goods, Wares, or Merchandise, for the use of such 
Fleet or Army, shall be liable to seizure, and, with their 
cargoes, shall be confiscated." 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the said Ship Blue- 
Mountain-Valley, with such of her Cargo, as was shipped 
by order of the said Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
1 reasury, directed, as by said bills of loading, to be delivered 
at the port of Boston, or elsewhere, unto the Commander- 
in-chief of His Majesty's Forces in America, or to his 
order, shall be and is hereby confiscated to the use of the 
captors, pursuant to the general directions for distribution, 
resolved on by the said honourable Continental Congress. 

Resolved, That the said Ship and Cargo be disposed of 
by any two agents, or persons, to be chosen, the one by 
Lord Stirling, and the other by the Corriihittee of Eliza- 
bethtown. 

Resolved, That all the necessary charge and expense, 
which have arisen, by guarding and securing said prize, 
and supporting the Seamen, be first deducted out of the 
nett proceeds of such sales. 

Resolved, That the amount of the sales of the Ship and 
Cargo (the expense and charge of guarding and securing 
the same, and supporting the Seamen teing first deducted 
and paid thereout) be divided among all the captors, as well 
those of the Militia sent out by the Committee of Eliza- 
bethtown, as such of the Continental Forces as were em^ 
ployed in that service under Lord Stirling; that the said 
distribution be made among the Officers, Privates, and to 
the Vessels employed in said capture, in such manner as is 
usually distributed in the neighbouring Colonies, agreeable 
to the Resolutions of the Continental Congress. 

Resolved, That all such Goods, Wares, and Merchan- 
dise on board said Ship, belonging to the Captain, Mates, 
and Seamen, as their, or either of their own private "pro- 
perties, be reserved for the proprietors thereof, and deli- 
vered to thern free of all costs and deductions. 

Resolved, That the Captain and Seamen belonging to 
said Ship when seized, be suffered to go to any place they 
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may think proper (His Majesty's fleet or army only ex- 
cepted.) 

And this Congress recommend to the captors of said 
Ship, to make some gratuity to each of the Seamen on 
board, to enable them to travel to some other parts in pur- 
suit of business. 

The draft of a Letter to the Committee of Safety of 
Pennsylvania, in answer to their Letter respecting raising 
Artillery Companiesln this Province, was read, and agreed 
to, and ordered to be engrossed ; which was done accord- 
ingly, and is in the words following: 

Gentlemen ; The Congress have taken into their serious 
consideration the important matters recommended to them 
by your letter of 5th ultimo. 

It is with pleasure that this Congress find that you have 
taken so very necessary a step, as to cause a survey to be 
made of the Jersey-Shore upon the River Delaware; and 
this Congress concur with you in opinion, that the neces- 
sity of making an early provision to guard both shores 
against common danger, is a measure of the highest im- 
portance, and requires immediate consideration. 

This Congress very gratefully acknowledges the patrio- 
tick tender you have been pleased to make of your service, 
in giving or receiving mutual assistance, as the circumstan- 
ces and situation of things may require ; and this Congress 
will most cheerfully co-operate with you, in promoting all 
such measures as may be best calculated to advance the 
common cause. 

In pursuit of this plan, this Congress have agreed to 
raise forthwith two companies of Artillery, and to purchase 
twelve field-pieces, for the defence of this Colony, to be sta- 
tioned one half in East-Jersey, and the other half in West- 
Jersey. But as it is probable, that the officers appointed to 
the command of these companies may have occasion for 
some instruction, to improve them in the art of gunnery, 
this Congress, in such case, will rely upon your friendly de- 
clarations of affording such assistance as may be required. 

With regard to the purchase of cannon, the Committee 
appointed by this Congress have orders to procure them 
on the best terms ; and this Committee we recommend to 
your attention, if it should be found necessary to give you 
any further trouble in the management of this affair. 

This Congress have made provision for paying a bounty 
of one shilling per pound for such merchantable saltpetre 
as shall be made in this Colony before the first day of Ja- 
nuary next. But should it be found necessary for any per- 
sons to acquire more practical knowledge of the art of 
making this necessary article, this Congress will in such 
case most gladly accept your obliging offer, and give a 
recommendation to such persons accordingly. 

By order, &c. 

The engrossed Ordinance for numbering the Inhabitants 
of thisdpjony, was fead and compared. 

R-csolyed, That the same do pass. 

The engrossed Ordinance for disbanding Minute-Men, 
&c, was read and compared. 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

This Congress have before them a certified copy of a 
Letter lately wrote by Corilandt Skinner, Esq., Attorney- 
General of this, Colony, to his brother, Colonel Skinner, 
in Great Britain, containing many sentiments and expres- 
sions prejudicial to the peace and welfare of the United 
Colonies. ...:;.. 

And whereas, by a law of this Colony, passed the last 
session of General Assembly, a salary was provided for, 
and granted to the said Attorney-General, under confidence 
of his friendly disposition towards the interests of this Pro- 
vince ', which confidence, from the tenourof said Letter, no 
longer subsists ; and Mr. Skiriner having left the Colony, 
ceases to perform the duty of his office. This Congress, 
therefore, as a duty they owe their constituents, request 
the Treasurers of this Colony, and each of them, lo stop 
all payfnents. of salary to the said Cortlandt, Skinner, until 
this Congress shall give further order thereon. 

Adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The engrossed Ordinance for raising two Companies of 
Artillery, and providing for their pay and subsistence, was 
read and compared. 



Resolved, That the same do pass. 

The honourable Continental Congress having" recom- 
mended to this Congress to provide Carriages for transport- 
ing Baggage and Military Stores through this Colony : In 
compliance wherewith, it is ' 

Resolved, That the Treasurers of this Colony, appoint- 
ed by Congress, or either of them, do deposite the sum of 
twenty-five Pounds, Proclamation money, in the hands of 
each of the Chairmen of the Committees of the Counties [of 
Bergen, Essex, Middlesex, Hunterdon, and Sussex, taking 
proper receipts for the same, to be at the disposal of the 
respective Committees of the Counties aforesaid, to be by 
them laid out and applied in paying the expense of Bag- 
gage-Wagons employed in this Colony; for which money 
the Chairman of said respective Committees shall be ac- 
countable to the Congress of this Colony, or Committee of 
Safety, and shall render true accounts ofjheir disburse- 
ments, when and as often as thereunto required. 

The engrossed Ordinance for paying a bounty on Salt- 
petre and common Salt, manufactured in Newjersey, and 
for purchasing Saltpetre, was read and compared. 

Resolved, That the same do pass. '" 

The Ordinance to provide for the payment of Incidental 
Charges, was read the second time, agreed to, and ordered 
to be engrossed. The aforesaid Ordinance being engross- 
ed, was read and compared. 

Resolved, That the same do pass, ; 

Azariah Dunham brought from the Continental Con- 
gress their determination upon the application of this Con- 
gress for Forces to be stationed, in this Colony ; which, 
being read, is in the words following : 

"Application being made to Congress, by the Conten- 
tion of New-Jersey, for two more Battalions, and two Comr 
panies of Artillery, to be raised in that Cpjony, and t.hjs 
same being referred to a Committee, on the Report of the 
said Committee, the Congress did not agree to the raising 
any more Battalions or Companies in that Cplpny. 

"March 1,1776." ". CftARLES T.HOMSO^. ' 

On motion, Resolved, That a Letter of Instruction to 
the Delegates of this Province in Continental Congress, be 
immediately prepared and sent to them. A draft of which 
being produced, was read and agreed to, and is as follows : 

Gentlemen: You must be sensible that this Congress 
are extremely destitute of the means of information, com- 
pared with your body, and, of course, unable to point out 
any certain line of conduct for you to pursue. Your de- 
liberations must no doubt be formed upon the measures 
of the British Ministry, which are uncertain, extraordinary, 
and new almost every week. We, therefore, only request 
that you would join in the general voice of the United Co- 
lonies, and pursue such measures as you may judge most 
beneficial for the publick good of all the Colonies. 
By order, &.c. 

This Congress, sensible of the extreme scarcity of Blan- 
kets now wanted for the Continental Forces, do recom- 
mend it to all the inhabitants of this Colony, who may 
have any good Blankets that they can possibly spare, to 
dispose of the same to the Commissary on reasonable 
terms, for the use of said Forces. ... , 

Resolved, That John Anderson, of New- York, be em- 
ployed to print the Minutes and Ordinances of this sitting, 
and that the President sign an Order for the same ; and 
that the Treasurers of this Colony, or either of them, pay 
to the said John Anderson, so much as Abraham Clark 
and Lewis Ogden, Esquires, shall certify that they have 
agreed shall be paid for printing the same. ... 

The Congress adjourned to the fourth Monday in May 
next, then to meet at Burlington, unless sooner called by 
the President or Vice-President. 



An Ordinance directing the manner of signing the Gene- 
ral Association, by persons of tender consciences, and 
enforcing the same ; and, also, for amending (he Militia 
Ordinance, passed at the last session of this Congress, 

Although it is not the design of this Congress to offer 
.violence .to conscience, yet it is highly necessary that all 
the inhabitants of this Colony should associate, as far as 
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their religious principles will permit. It is, therefore, re- 
solved and directed, that all persons, whose religious prin- 
ciples would not suffer them to hear arms, and lo sign the 
General Association of this Colony, recommended by Con- 
gress in its original form, may be allowed to sign the same, 
wilh the following proviso: "I agree to the above Asso- 
ciation, as far as the same is consistent with my religious 
principles." 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That all per- 
sons who, when requested to sign the Association, with the 
proviso aforesaid, shall refuse to do so, shall be disarmed, 
-and give sufficient security for their peaceable and good 
behaviour, paying the expense attending the same; and 
the Committees of the several Counties and Townships 
are hereby required forthwith to tender the said Associa- 
tion to all who have hitherto refused or neglected to sign 
it, and to carry the above Resolution into effect : Provided, 
always, That if any person shall think himself aggrieved 
by any sentence of a Township Committee, he may, on 
giving security to prosecute the same to effect, and paying 
such costs and charges as the said Committee shall adjudge 
thereon, appeal to the Committee of the County wherein 
such Township is situated, which County Committee is 
hereby required and fully empowered to hear the complaint 
of the appellant, and decide upon the same; and if any 
person shall think himself aggrieved by any sentence of a 
County Committee, he may, on giving security, and pay- 
ing costs as aforesaid, appeal therefrom to this Congress : 
Provided, always, That the said Committees may confine 
any person, notwithstanding his offer of security, who, in 
their opinion, may, when permitted to go at large, prove 
dangerous to the common cause. 

And whereas, the late Militia Ordinance of this Con- 
gress hath not made any provision for subjecting such of 
the inhabitants of this Colony, between the ages of sixteen 
and fifty years, whose religious principles will not suffer 
them to bear arms, to any penalty for not attending, and 
obeying orders, on the days to be appointed for General 
Musters, or Reviews, and it being highly equitable and just 
that, at this time of publick danger, all such inhabitants of 
this Colony should bear an equal proportion of the publick 
expenses, as an equivalent for an exemption from bearing 
arms : 

It is, therefore, further Resolved and Directed, That 
there shall be inflicted on all such of the inhabitants of this 
Colony, between the ages of sixteen and fifty years, whose 
religious principles will not suffer them to bear arms, and 
who shall not hereafter attend, properly accoutred, and obey 
orders, on the terms to be appointed for the General Muster, 
or Review, of the Regiments of Militia in this Colony, the 
sum often Shillings, Proclamation money, for each and every 
default, any tiling in the before-recited Ordinance contained 
to the contrary notwithstanding ; to be recovered, and ap- 
plied, by warrant of distress, in manner and form as directed 
by the said recited Ordinance: Provided, always, That 
the times so, as aforesaid, to be appointed for days of Ge- 
neral Muster, or Review, do not exceed three days in a 
year; and that reasonable excuses shall be admitted for 
such delinquents' non-attendance, by such persons who 
shall be appointed to issue warrants of distress for the re- 
covery of such penalties. 

And whereas, vacancies have, and may happen, in com- 
panies of Militia in this Colony, by the promotion, resig- 
nation, death, removal, or other disability, of the Captain, 
or other Officers, of such Companies : For supplying which 
vacancies, 

It is further Resolved and Directed, That each and every 
Company where such vacancies have, or may happen, 
shall, within ten days after such vacancy happens, or such 
Company shall have notice of this Resolve, assemble, and 
elect proper persons for supplying such vacancy, and make 
return thereof to the Committee of the Township to which 
they belong, who ate to report the same to this Congress, 
or Committee of Safety, in order that commissions may 
issue; and in case such Company shall neglect to elect 
Officers within the time above limited, or in case any per- 
son, or persons, so elected, shall neglect to make the afore- 
said return, at the next meeting of the Committee there- 
after, that then, and in such case, the said Committee shall 
name and appoint proper persons to be commissioned as 
aforesaid ; or, otherwise, such Committee, upon the neglect 



of the said Company, or Companies, to elect persons to be> 
commissioned as aforesaid, may, if they think it advisable 
to, dissolve such Company, and incorporating the persons 
composing (lie same into other Companies contiguous 
thereto, in which Companies they shall be enrolled, and 
bear arms, under the fines and penalties in the Ordinance 
directed for non-attendance. 

And whereas, by the said former Ordinance, no distinc- 
tion is made between those who sign the Muster-Roils, 
and those who do not sign the same, it is hereby declared, 
that no distinction is intended; but that all those Who re- 
fuse to sign such Muster-Roll, within the ages mentioned, 
(except such persons whose religious principles will not 
suffer them to bear arms,) shall be enrolled, and be sub- 
ject to the same command, and liable to the same fines 
and forfeitures for neglect of duty, as those are who sign" 
such Muster-Roll. 

An Ordinance for appointing Barrackm asters in this Pro- 
vince, and making provision for defraying the expense 
of repairing said Barracks. 

Whereas, the Barracks heretofore erected in this Colo- 
ny have, for some time past, been neglected, and by that 
means much out of repair, which the circumstances of the, 
present times require to be immediately put in order, for 
the reception of such of the ContinentaLForc.es as have 
been, or may be raised in this Colony, or quartered in the 
same: For which purpose, and that said Barracks, may, in 
future, be taken proper care of, and suitably provided. with 
necessary furniture, 

It is Resolved, That the following persons be, and are 
hereby appointed Barraekmasters, viz: Isaac fVoodrvff 
and Edward Thomas, Esquires, for the Barracks in Eliza-, 
bethlown ; Samuel Sergeant and Jonathan Deare, Esquires, 
for the Barracks in Perth- Amboy; Hendrkk Fisher anjd 
John Schuur man, Esquires, for the Barracks in New-Brms- 
icick; Alexander Chambers and Willi \qjit_T^cJfer, Es- 
quires, for the Barracks in Trenton; and. Thomas Rod- 
man and Samuel Howe, Esquires, for the Barracks. jn 
Burlington ; which said Barxackmasters, in each respec- 
tive towns before-named, are hereby authorized and em- 
powered to take the care and charge of the Barracks over 
which they are abave particularly appointed, and cause the 
same to be put in proper repair, and provided with suit- 
able furniture for the reception of such Continental or Pro- 
vincial troops as may occasionally be quartered, therein, 
provided such Barrack furniture can be procured on rea- 
sonable terms ; and, also, that they, respectively, settle, 
and discharge the expense of all such repairs as. have been 
lately made, or are now making on tbe.Barraeks, to the 
care of which they are particularly appointed ; and .the 
Treasurers of this Colony appointed .by Congress, or either 
of them, are required to pay to the said respective Barrack- 
masters, or either of them, out of the money to" be made 
current by an Ordinance of this Congress, all such sum 
and sums of money as they, or either, of them, may find 
necessary for the purposes aforesaid, not.exce.edi.pff the sum. 
of two hundred Pounds, Proclamation money, for each of 
said Barracks, in one year; and the said Treasurers, shall 
lake proper receipts for the money so by them, or either of 
them, paid out as aforesaid, which receipts, when. laid before 
a Congress of this Province, or persons properly authorized 
thereto, shall discharge the said Treasurers, their heirs, ex- 
ecutors, and administrators, for all such sums by them, or 
either of them, paid out as aforesaid ; and the said. Barrack- 
masters, and each of them, are hereby required to rendei; a 
true account, to this or a future Congress, of all moneys 
by them received and expended, pursuant to the direction 
of this Ordinance, who shall be allowed a, reasonable com- 
pensation for their lime and trouble in executing the afore* 
said trust. 

An Ordinance for exempting persons who inlist in {he 
service of the United Colonies from arrest.. 

Whereas, the speedy and effectual recruiting of the 
Forces for the defence of the United Colonies, is, in the 
present situation of affairs, of great importance to the secu- 
rity and defence of the said Colonies : Apd whereas, the 
subjecting soldiers to arrests for small debts lends greatly 
to retard and obstruct the service: ;■■-! • -•- 
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It is, therefore, Ordered and Directed by this Congress, 
That any person Who shall inlist himself, and enter as a 
soldier in any of the Companies of the Continental Forces, 
and doth not owe more than thirty-five dollars to any one 
Creditor, or upwards of one hundred and fifty dollars, in the 
whole, to all his creditors, then the person of the inltsted 
shall be free from all arrests in civil actions, during the time 
of his service as aforesaid ; and those who are in custody, 
either on mesne process or execution, and do not owe as 
aforesaid, shall be discharged, under the hands and seals of 
any of the Judges of the County where any such person, 
Or persons, shall be so imprisoned ; and the goods and 
effects of all such debtors shall be free from attachments, 
executions, and other legal process, during the aforesaid 
service : Provided, always, That such goods and effects 
shall not be removed out of the city, town, or precinct, 
where the persons inlisted resided when they did inlist, 
during the time limited as aforesaid ; and upon full proof 
of any attempt to remove the said goods and effects out of 
the city, town, or precinct, as aforesaid, then the said goods 
and effects shall be liable to the same process as the laws 
have already provided for; and in case the said person, or 
persons, so inlisted, shall or do, after the publication of this 
Ordinance, or after the time of such inlisting, by any deed 
or deeds, power or powers of attorney, make sale of, or 
empower others, in his or their absence, or during the time 
so lirriited as aforesaid, make sale of his or their goods and 
chattels, lands and tenements, to any person, or persons, 
whatsoever, whereby the creditor, or creditors, of such 
person, or "persons, so inlisting as aforesaid, shall or may 
be defrauded or deprived of their just debts, all and every 
such, deed, or deeds, and sales, made by any such person, 
or persons, or by virtue of his, or their, power or powers 
of attorney, as aforesaid, shall be void and of none effect ; 
and such goods and chattels, lands and tenements, shall, 
nevertheless, be liable to be proceeded against by attach- 
ment, or any other legal process, at the suit pf any creditor, 
or creditors, of such person, or persons; any thing in this 
Ordinance to the contrary thereof, in any wise, notwith- 
standing. 

An Ordinance for striking the sum of Fifty Thousand 
Pounds five Shillings, in Bills of Credit, for the pur- 
poses therein mentioned, and directing the manner of 
sinking the same. 

Whereas, it is prudent, not only to make provision for put- 
ting the Province into such state of defence as the present 
situation thereof seems to require, but, also, to have such 
sum of money in the Treasury as may probably be suffi- 
cient to answer future exigencies and contingent charges : 
And whereas, the sum of thirty thousand Pounds, directed 
to be issued by an Ordinance passed at the last sitting of 
this Congress, hath not, as yet, been printed ; and as the 
same may not be sufficient to answer the purposes aforesaid, 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the said Ordinance be 
null, void, and vacated, to all intents and purposes what- 
soever; and, in lieu thereof, 

It is Resolved, Ordained, and Directed, That the sum 
of fifty thousand Pounds five Shillings, in Bills of Credit of 
this Province, be, as soon as possible, prepared, printed, 
and made as follows, viz: nine thousand five hundred Bills, 
each of -the value of three Pounds; ten thousand Bills, 
each of the value of one Pound ten Shillings ; six thousand 
six hundred and sixty-seven Bills, each of the value of fif- 
teen Shillings ; and five thousand Bills, each of the value of 
six Shillings; which Bills shall be in the form following, 
to wit : 

" This Bill, by an Ordinance of the Provincial Congress, 
shall pass current in all payments within the Colony of 
New-Jersey, for Proclamation money, 

" Dated the 20th day of February, 1776." 

And shall be impressed with such devices as the inspec- 
tors of the press, hereinafter appointed, shall direct ; and, 
when printed, shall be delivered to Hendrick Fisher and 
Azariah Dunham, Esquires, of the Eastern Division, and 
to John Hart and Samuel Howe, Esquires, of the Western 
Division, four of the signers thereof, in equal moieties ; one 
moiety to be signed by the Treasurer, and signers of the 
Eastern Dlvisiorr; and the other moiety, by the Treasurer 
and signers of the Western Division. And the said signers 



are hereby authorized and required, upon delivery of the 
said Bills by the Printer thereof, to administer to him, and 
he is hereby directed and required to take an oath or affir- 
mation, in the following words : 

" I, A. B., do declare, that from the time the letters were, 
set, and fit to be put into the press, for the printing the 
Bills of Credit now by me delivered, until the same Bills 
were printed, and the letters unset and put into the boxes 
again, I went at no time out of the room in which the said 
letters were, without locking them up, so that they could 
not be come at without violence, a false key, or other art 
then unknown to me ; and therefore, to the best of my 
knowledge, no copies were printed off but in my presence^ 
and that all the blotters and other papers whatsoever, print- 
ed by the said letter, while set for printing the said Bills, 
to the best of my knowledge, are here delivered, together 
with the stamps for the indents and devices ; and that 1 
have not at any time been privy, or consenting to any other 
or more Bills being struck than I now deliver ; and that, in 
all things relating to this affair, 1 have demeaned myself 
according to the true intent and meaning of the Ordinance, 
by virtue whereof this money is printed, to the best of my 
knowledge and understanding." 

Which Printer, at the time he is ordered to print the 
said Bills, shall have a copy of this oath or affirmation, that 
he may govern himself accordingly; Provided, ahvays, that 
if any accident has happened, he may hare the liberty of 
making an exception thereof in his oath or affirmation, he 
declaring fully how it was. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the Bills 
made current by this Ordinance, shall be nearly the size 
and likeness of the Bills now current in this Colony, and 
shall be signed and numbered by the respective persons 
herein before appointed signers thereof; and in case of their, 
or either of their deaths, or other disability, then Joseph 
Hugg, of the Western Division, and John Covenhoven, of 
the Eastern Division, are hereby appointed signers of said 
Bills. . 

And in order that the said Bills may be numbered and 
signed with the less charge and risk, and with the most 
ease and expedition, the said signers are to observe the 
directions following, to wit : 

First : Before the said signers do receive any of the said 
Bills, they shall each of them take an oath, (or affirmation, 
if Quakers,) before a Justice of the Peace, for the true 
signing of the said Bills of Credit; and that they will sign 
no more, or no other Bills, than by this Ordinance is di- 
rected ; and that, to the best of their skill, they will per- 
form what, by this Ordinance, they are enjoined as their 
duty. A certificate of which oath, or affirmation, is to be 
signed by the Justice, and by the deponents and affirmants, 
to be delivered to the Treasurers with the Bills, when signed 
by them. 

Secondly: On receiving the Bills from the Printer, the 
said signers shall burn and destroy the blotters, and they 
shall divide the fair Bills so received into two equal parts; 
and to avoid confusion, shall agree betwixt themselves how 
the parts of each shall be numbered ; and the signers for 
the Eastern Division shall take the stanrps for the escut- 
cheons, and the signers for the Western Division shall take 
the stamps for the ornaments. - 

Thirdly: Each of the signers may then carry his part to 
his own house, there to be numbered and signed by him 
with all possible expedition ; which, or such part as is then 
necessary, being done, they shall meet at a day and place 
by them to be appointed, and agreed on, and each deliver 
the part numbered and signed by him to the other, in or- 
der for him to sign the same ; and they shall then together 
burn and destroy the Bills, if any be over and above the 
number hereby appointed to be issued, and, in like man- 
ner, shall do from time to time, until all are signed and 
exchanged. 

Fourthly: Each of the said signers may then carry the 
part of the Bills aforesaid, so delivered to them by the other 
to their respective houses, to be signed with all possible ex- 
pedition ; and when signed, in any sums, from time to time 
to be delivered to the Treasurer of the division where the 
signers live, and the stamps for the escutcheons, and orna- 
ments, taking receipts of the respective Treasurers, for the 
sums so delivered ; which, when produced, shall be suffi- 
cient to discharge the said signers, respectively, their heirs, 
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executors, and administrators, from such parts of the said 
Bills as trie receipts do express. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the said 
Treasurers shall, respectively, sign the said Bills to them 
delivered ; and, under the obligation of their oaths, or affir- 
mations, for the due execution of their offices, pay them 
out accordingly, as they shall be directed, by this or any 
future order of the Provincial Congress, or Committee of 
Safety of this Colony, and no otherwise. 

And it is further Resolved nnd Directed, That the Bills 
of Credit to be made and issued by virtue of this Ordi- 
nance, shall pass current, until the 21st day of December, 
which will be in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-one, and shall be received in the said 
Treasuries, until the expiration of six months after the time 
last mentioned. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That Samuel 
Tucker, Hendrick Fisher, Richard Smith, John Pope, and 
James Starling, Esquires, or any two of them, are hereby 
authorized and directed to agree with the Printer for the 
price to be paid him for printing the Bills according to the 
directions of this Ordinance, and shall be, and are hereby 
appointed Inspectors of the Press, to take care that the 
Printer of the Bills of Credit doth duly perform the duty 
hereby enjoined him. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That there 
shall be paid to the Printer of the said Bills of Credit, such 
sum or sums of money for printing them, as the said In- 
spectors, or any two of them, shall certify under their hands, 
they had agreed to pay him for that service ; and there 
shall be paid to the Treasurers, Inspectors, and Signers, 
such reward for their trouble, as the Congress or Commit- 
tee of Safety for this Colony, shall deem reasonable. All 
which sums of money shall be paid by the Treasurers, or 
either of them, out of the money made current by virtue 
of this Ordinance, and shall take proper receipts for the 
same ; which receipts, when laid before, and approved by 
the Provincial Congress, or Committee of Safety, shall 
discharge the said Treasurers, their heirs, executors, and 
administrators, for all sums by them paid pursuant to this 
Ordinance. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the said 
sum of fifty thousand Pounds five Shillings, when printed 
and signed as aforesaid, shall be delivered, one-half thereof 
to the Treasurer appointed by the Congress of New-Jersey, 
for the Eastern Division, and the other half to the Trea- 
surer appointed as aforesaid, for the Western Division of 
this Colony; and each of the said Treasurers is hereby 
directed immediately after receiving said Bills, to sign as 
many of them as shall amount unto the sum of one thou- 
sand Pounds ; and the said Treasurers, shall, respectively, 
from time to time, proceed to sign such further part of the 
said sum of fifty thousand Pounds five Shillings, as shall be 
sufficient to answer the publick uses of this Colony, ready 
to be issued as aforesaid ; Provided, that not more than one 
thousand Pounds shall, after the issuing the above sums, 
be, at any one time, remaining in the hands of either of 
said Treasurers, signed by them as aforesaid. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That Messrs. 
William Tucker, Abraham Hunt, Joseph Ellis, and Alex- 
ander Chambers be, and they are hereby appointed Com- 
missioners for the Western Division; and that Hendrick 
Fisher, Azariah Dunham, Abraham Clark, and Caleb 
Camp be, and they are hereby appointed Commissioners 
for the Eastern Division of this Colony; which said Com- 
missioners, or the major part of them, are hereby author- 
ized and directed to receive of the Treasurers of this Colony 
for the time being, appointed by this Congress, or either 
of them, all such sum or sums of money as they shall, from 
time to time, find necessary to expend for the use of this 
Colony, pursuant to the Resolutions hereinafter men- 
tioned. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the said 
Commissioners be, and they are hereby authorized and di- 
rected, to contract with Artificers for, or otherwise pur- 
chase, three thousand stand of Arms, on the most reasonable 
terms they possibly can ; and, also, to purchase ten tons 
of Gunpowder, twenty tons of Lead, one thousand Cartouch- 
Boxes, at any price, not exceeding nine Shillings each ; a 
quantity of Flints, Brushes, Priming-Wire, and Cartridge 
Paper, not exceeding one hundred Pounds in value; two 



Chests of Medicine, with Chirurgical Instruments, not ex- 
ceeding three hundred Pounds in value ; four hundred 
Tents, with Camp Equipage, not exceeding one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy Pounds in value; two thousand 
Blankets, not exceeding one thousand five hundred Pounds 
in value ; a number of Axes, Spades, and other intrenching 
tools, not exceeding three hundred Pounds in value ; and 
a train of Artillery, consisting of twelve field-pieces, of such 
sizes as the said Commissioners shall judge most advan- 
tageous for the defence of the Province, together with the 
necessary Carriages, Ball, Shot, and Equipments. 

And it is further Resolved andDirected, That the said 
Commissioners do supply the Troops of this Colony, when 
called to action in this or any of the neighbouring Colonies, 
with one month's subsistence, at one Shilling per day per 
man, or Provisions to that amount, if necessary : Provided, 
That the expense of such subsistence doth not exceed the 
sum of one thousand four hundred Pounds in jalue, and 
one month's pay for the Troops of this Colony, when call- 
ed into actual service : Provided, that the Continental Con- 
gress do not make provision for the same; And provided 
also, that the pay of such Troops doth not exceed the sum 
of four thousand Pounds in value. , rn ,^„ 

And it is further Resolved and IhYerted, That the Trea- 
surers of this Colony be, and they are hereby enjoined to 
pay to the said Commissioners, or to any three of them, of 
the Eastern, or any three of the Western Division, or their 
orders, respectively, all such sum or sums of money as they 
may find necessary to expend for the purposes aforesaid : 
Provided always, that no three Commissioners of either 
Division, shall draw out of the Treasury, any greater sum 
than shall be sufficient for the purchasing and providing 
one-half of the articles, the said Commissioners are above 
authorized to purchase and provide, unless a major part of 
the said Commissioners give them joint orders therefor: 
And the receipt or receipts from the said Commissioners, 
respectively, for moneys received by them in manner above 
directed, shall be sufficient vouchers and discharges to the 
said Treasurers, or either of them, their executors and ad- 
ministrators, for all moneys by them paid pursuant to this 
Ordinance. 

And in order that the said sum of fifty thousand Pounds 
five Shillings, may be duly sunk, and the credit of the 
same thereby effectually secured, 

It is Resolved, That the sum of ten thousand Pounds 
one Shilling, be levied and paid into the Treasury of this 
Colony, on the 21st day of December, in each and every 
of the years one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven ; 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight ; one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-nine; one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety, and one thousand. seven hundred and 
ninety-one : in order that the same may be inspected, can- 
celled, burnt, and destroyed by the Congress of this Colo- 
ny, or, in their recess, the Committee of Safety. 

And that the said sumof ten thousand Flgupdspne Shil- 
ling may be raised on the several inhabitants of this Colo- 
ny in the most equitable manner, hi each of the aforesaid 
years, 

It is Resolved, That the same be rajsed m manner fol- 
lowing : 

All Householders, the tax of whose rateable estate, ex- 
clusive of certainties, does not amount to six. Shillings, shall 
be rated at the discretion of the Assessors, not under two 
Shillings, nor above thirty Shillings. 

All Merchants and Shopkeepers shall be, rated at the 
discretion of the Assessors, not under five Shillings, nor 
above twenty Shillings for the same. 

Every Ferry shall berated at the discretion .of the As- 
sessors, not under five Shillings, nor above five Pounds. 

Every Coasting Sloop, Schooner, Shallop, Flat, Pas- 
sage-Boat, Pilot-Boat, Wood-Boat, and Periaugur, shall 
be° rated at the discretion of the Assessors, hi proportion to 
their burden and business, not under three Shillings, nor 
above.thi.rty Shillings. 

Every Single Man, who works for hire, and Jceeps a 
Horse, Mare, or Gelding, shall be rated, not under four 
Shillings, nor above ten Shillings. 

Every Single Man who works for hire, and does pot keep 
a Horse, Mare, or Gelding, shall be rated, not under two 
Shillings,_no» above six Shillings; Provided always, That 
if any Single Man, who works for hire, shall have any 
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estate hereinafter made rateable, the lax of which would And it is further Resolved, That the inhabitants of this 
amount to more than he is above directed to be rated at, Colony, at their Town-Meetings, to be held in each lown- 
he shall be rated for such estate only. ship in this Colony, on the second Tuesday in March, an- 
Every bought Servant and Slave, being male, of sixteen nually, in each of the years the said moneys are directed 
years old andupwards (except such slaves as are not able to be levied, shall elect proper persons to assess and col- 
to work) shall be rated the sum of two Shillings. lect the aforesaid taxes ; and in case the said inhabitants 
Every Ridino-Chair, or Kittereen, shall be rated the shall neglect to choose Assessors and Collectors as afore- 
sum of one Shilling said, or, in case any such so chosen,- shall decease or re- 
Every two-horse Chaise, or Curricle, shall be rated the move out of the Township in which he or they were 
sum of two Shillings. chosen, or be otherwise disabled from performing the du- 
Every four-wheel Chaise, or Phceton, shall be rated at ties enjoined by this Ordinance, that then the Committee 
the sum of five Shillings. of the Township where such neglect, removal or disability 
Every Coach, or Chariot, shall be rated the sum of nine may happen, shall elect others to supply such vacancy; 
g h ;Uj nos# and if any person chosen Assessor or Collector as aforesaid, 
Every' Wa^on, the body of which hangeth on springs, shall neglect or refuse to execute the same, agreeable to 
shall be rated the sum of two Shillings. the directions of this Ordinance, every person so neglect- 
All Cattle, Horses, Mares, and Geldings, of two years ing, or refusing, shall forfeit and pay to the Committee ol 
old and upwards, shall be estimated at eight Shillings each the Township where hejesides, for the use of such Town 
head. 



And the Assessors in each respective Township or Dis- 
trict, shall, as nearly as may be, ascertain the real value of 
all profitable tracts of Land, held by deed, patent, or sur- 
vey, including all the tenements, buildings, and other im- 
provements thereon ; and, in making the assessments there- 
of, the same shall be estimated at one-twentieth part of the 
value ascertained as aforesaid 



ship, the sum of five Pounds for every such neglect or 
refusal. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Committee of 
each respective County in this Colony, shall annually 
choose a County Collector, for receiving the aforesaid quo- 
tas, and paying the same into the Treasury. And upon 
such County Collectors refusing or neglecting so to do, 
shall forfeit and pay to such County Committee for every 



All unimproved tracts of Land, held by deed, patent, or such neglect or refusal, the sum of ten Pounds, for the use 
survey, shall be valued and estimated as aforesaid, at the of such County. 



one-fortieth part of the real value thereof. 

All Mortgages, Bonds, Bills, and Notes at interest, which 
shall be deemed recoverable and of value, and due to the 
inhabitants of this Colony, shall be valued at one-twentieth 
part of the principal thereof. Provided always, that if 
any inhabitant of this Colony shall pay interest for a part 



And it is further Resolved, That each of the Asses- 
sors chosen as aforesaid, shall, before they do any thing in 
pursuance of this Ordinance, take the following oath or 
affirmation : 

" That you will truly value and assess the rateable Es- 
tates of the inhabitants of the Township or Precinct of . 



or thewhole of the sum he receives interest for, then, and pursuant to the directions of this Ordinance ; 



in such case, he shall not be rated or assessed for any larger 
sum than the sum he receives interest for, exceeds the sum 
he pays interest for. 

Every Hawker or Pedlar, travelling on foot, and expos- 
ing goods to sale (except such goods as are manufactured 
in the United Colonies) before he or she exposes any such 

goods to sale, shall, over and above all other taxes, pay to application to them made by the Assessors of the respective 
the County Collector, who shall give a certificate therefor, Towns or Districts, chosen as aforesaid, shall forthwith give 



and, also, assist the other Assessors in settling the quotas, 
according to the best of your skill and understanding." 

And in order that the several and respective sums afore- 
said, may be equitably assessed and levied : 

It is further Resolved, That all and every of the inha- 
bitants or householders of each County in this Colony, on 



the sum of six Shillings in each County, wherein the same 
are exposed to sale. 

Every Hawker or Pedlar, travelling with a Horse or Car- 
riage, and exposing goods to sale as aforesaid, shall in like 
manner, pay the sum of twelve Shillings. 

And it is further Resolved, That the said ten thousand 
Pounds one Shilling, directed to be assessed in each and 
every of the five years before mentioned, shall be collected 
and paid into the Treasury on or before the said 21st day 
of December, in each of the said years, in the proportions 
following, viz : 

By the County of Bergen, the sum of six hundred and 
sixty-four Pounds eight Shillings and two Pence. 

By the County of Essex, the sum of seven hundred and 
forty-two Pounds eighteen Shillings and two Pence. 

By the County of Middlesex, the sum of eight hundred 
and seventy-two Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence. 

By the County of Somerset, the sum of nine hundred 
and four Pounds two Shillings and two Pence. 

By the County of Monmouth, the sum of one thousand 
and sixty nine Pounds two Shillings and eight Pence. 

By the County of Morris, the sum of seven hundred 
and twenty-three Pounds eight Shillings and two Pence. 

By the County of Sussex, the sum of five hundred and 
ninety-three Pounds five Shillings and four Pence. 

By the County of Hunterdon, the sum of one thousand 
three hundred and sixty-three Pounds sixteen Shillings and 
eight Pence 



a true account of their names, and estates, real and per- 
sonal, made rateable by this Ordinance, and where the same 
doth lie, which the Assessors shall take down in writing, 
with the value thereof, in order to be enabled thereby to 
make just and true assessments, and to render duplicates 
thereof to the Town or District Collectors chosen as afore- 
said, by the times herein after prescribed for that purpose. 
And in case any of the inhabitants or householders shall 
at any time refuse to render a true account of their rateable 
estate, as aforesaid, every such person so refusing shall 
forfeit the sum of three Pounds, and be rated double the 
sum the said Assessors, in their discretion, may suppose such 
person, so refusing, might otherwise, in proportion to his 
estate, have been rated at. 

And it is further Resolved, That in each of the years 
the said ten thousand Pounds one Shilling, is before direct- 
ed to be assessed, levied and collected, the Assessors of 
each Town, or District, shall, on or before the 10th day of 
August, take an exact account of each person's rateable 
estates, made rateable aforesaid, within their respective 
Districts; and on the 1st Monday in September, in each of 
the said years, the said Assessors of every Town and Dis- 
trict in each County in this Colony, shall meet together at 
such places in each County as are appointed by the laws 
of this Colony for the like purposes, and there settle and 
adjust the quota each of the Townships or Districts in such 
County, are to pay that year, to make up the quota herein- 
before ascertained for such County; which quota of each 



By the County of Burlington, the sum of one thousand Township being so fixed and ascertained, the said Assessors 
and seventy-one Pounds thirteen Shillings and four Pence. ' of each Township or District, shall then proceed to make 

said assessment: They shall first compute the amount 
of the certainties in such Township or District, and deduct 
the same from the quota of such Township or District 



By the County of Gloucester, the sum of seven hundred 
and srity -three Pounds two Shillings and eight Pence. 



By the County of Salem, the sum of six hundred and 
seventy-nine Pounds twelve Shillings and two Pence. 
- By the County of Cumberland, the sum of three hun- 
dred and eighty-five Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence. 

By the Comity of Cape-May, the sum of one hundred 
and sixtv-six Pounds eighteen Shillings and two Pence. 



together with all such forfeitures as may be received by 
virtue of this Ordinance ; and, after such deduction, the 
said Assessors shall add their own, and the Township and 
County Collector's Fees to the remainder ; and assess such 
remainder and addition of fees equally on the pound value 
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of all the Estates in their respective Townships or Dis- 
tricts, of which they may have taken the value as herein 
before directed, so as to make up and pay the respective 
quotas as aforesaid, with the additional charges of assessing, 
collecting and paying the same into the Treasury as afore- 
said ; of which assessments the said respective Assessors 
shall deliver exact duplicates to the Collectors of such Dis- 
tricts within ten days after settling the quotas as afore- 
said. For assessing and collecting which said assessments, 
the Assessors shall have six Pence, the Town Collector 
four Pence, and the County Collector two Pence on the 
pound for all Moneys assessed and collected by virtue of 
this Ordinance. 

And whereas, some owners of improved Lands and Te- 
nements may not reside in the said County or Township 
where\tbe same shall be situated : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the tenant, or person oc- 
cupying such Land and Tenement, or either of them, shall 
be assessed for the same, and may deduct such assessment 
out of the rent with which he is chargeable for such Land or 
Tenement; and where no Tenant, or person, in the Coun- 
ty occupies such Land, the tax for the same shall be reco- 
vered of the owner thereof in like manner as herein after 
is directed. And every person sealed on and holding Land, 
not having the property thereof, or paying rent for the 
same, shall, notwithstanding, be assessed for so much Lands 
and Tenements as he or they shall actually occupy. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Collectors of each 
Township or District, shall, in some convenient; time after 
receiving the aforesaid assessments from the Assessors, 
notify each particular person assessed thereof, informing 
him of the time the same must be paid. And in case any 
such assessments shall remain unpaid the 1st day of No- 
vember, after such assessment, the said Collector shall make 
out a list of all such delinquents, with the sums in which 
they are severally assessed, and lay the same before the 
Committee of the County to which they belong ; which 
Committee are hereby directed and required to make out 
a warrant of distress, directed to such person, or persons, as 
they shall appoint for that purpose, requiring distress to be 
made on all such delinquents' goods and chatties, to at least 
the amount of their respective assessments, with the addi- 
tion of eighteen Pence for each distress : directing, that such 
goods and chatties be sold in five days after such distress, 
for paying their said assessments, and costs of distraint. 
And in case any person, or persons, shall think him, or them- 
selves, aggrieved by such assessment, every such person 
may appeal to the Committee of the County in which he 
or they reside, within one month after notice of such assess- 
ment ; which Committee shall proceed to hear such appeal, 
and give suitable redress. 

And in order to prevent dissensions in the several Town- 
ships in this Colony, respecting settling their quotas, from 
a suspicion that the Assessors of some one Town have 
valued the Estates therein less than the Assessors of another 
Town in the same County : 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That in settling the quotas of 
each Township, the Assessors shall produce an exact ac- 
count of the quantity of Land in that Township, with the 
number of Cattle and Horses of two years old and upwards, 
Money at interest, and the beforementioned certainties; 
which certainties shall be first deducted from the quota of 
the County, as heretofore hath been practised in like cases, 
and then divide the remainder to each Township upon the 
Land, and Money at interest; in which division the Land 
shall be valued between the sums limited for each County, 
by the last act of Assembly of this Colony, for settling the 
quotas in the several Counties : And the Cattle and Horses 
shall be valued at eight Shillings each head, and the Money 
at interest at the one-twentieth part of the real amount 
thereof, and divide the same upon the pound value of such 
Estates; which said valuation, is only to regulate the divi- 
sion of the quotas of each Township. But, in making the 
assessments, the said Land, Tenements, and real Estate of 
each individual is to be valued at the one-twentieth part of 
the real intrinsick value thereof, except tracts of land where- 
on no improvement is made, which is to be valued at the 
one-fortieth part of the value thereof, as is before directed. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That if any 
person, or persons, shall, in this Colony, refuse to accept in 
payment any of the Bills of Credit emitted in virtue of this 



Ordinance, not exceeding ten Pounds, he or they so refus- 
ing, shall forfeit the sum of ten Pounds, and if the sum 
tendered and refused as aforesaid, exceed the sum of ten 
Pounds, then the person so refusing shall forfeit a sum 
equal in value to the sum so refused. 

And in order that the mode of recovery of the said sums so 
forfeited as aforesaid, may be ascertained and established : 

It is further Directed, That on complaint against any 
person refusing said Bills as aforesaid, being made to the 
Committee of the Township where the same shall happen, 
the said Committee shall give notice to said delinquent, 
that he be and appear before them at a day and place to 
be ascertained in such notice, to answer to the charge also 
to be specified therein; and if it shall appear to the said 
Committees, by the oath or affirmation of two good and 
lawful witnesses, that the said delinquent hath made such 
refusal, and that he had, previous thereto, been informed 
of the penalty to be incurred thereby, in virtue of this Or- 
dinance, then, and in such case, the Chairman or Deputy 
Chairman of said Committee shall, by an order in writing, 
under his hand, directed to some proper person to be ap- 
pointed by said Committee, authorize said persons to make 
distress and sale of the goods, chattels and effects of the 
delinquent, to the amount of the forfeitures incurred as 
aforesaid, together with costs and expenses, that shall ac- 
crue by reason of said refusal, to be taxed by said Commit- 
tee ; and the said person appointed to distrain as aforesaid, 
shall proceed thereon in like manner and form, as the dis- 
trainer is herein before directed for collecting the assess- 
ments made in virtue of this Ordinance ; and shall and may 
retain in his hands, one Shilling and six Pence, if the sum 
levied as aforesaid be under ten Pounds ; and if the same 
exceed ten Pounds, then the addition of three Pence the 
Pound for each distress and sale ; and the residue of the 
moneys that shall arise from said sale, he shall deliver to 
the owner of the goods and chattels distrained as aforesaid. 
And in case any such delinquent shall think himself ag- 
grieved by the determination of the said Committee, he 
shall and may, within five days after such determination, 
appeal to the Committee of the County; he previously 
giving sufficient security to the Chairman of said Township 
Committee, to prosecute said appeal the next meeting of 
said County Committee ; and also for payment of all such 
sums, costs, and charges as shall be adjudged against him 
by the said County Committee; and in case he shall think 
himself aggrieved by the determination of the said County 
Committee, he may, within five days thereafter, appeal 
therefrom to the Congress or Committee of Safety of this 
Province, giving security to the Chairman or Deputy Chair- 
man of the said County Committee, to prosecute said ap- 
peal at their next meeting, and also for payment of all such 
sums, costs and charges, as shall be adjudged against him ' 
by the Congress or Committee of Safety as aforesaid ; 
which appeals, the several Chairmen or Deputy Chairmen 
of the several Committees aforesaid, are hereby required 
to grant on the above conditions. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That all the 
forfeitures adjudged, recovered, and collected as aforesaid, 
shall be paid by the person collecting the same, to the Col- 
lector of the County where the delinquency happens, to be 
by him, as soon as may be thereafter, paid into the hands 
of the Treasurers aforesaid, to be appropriated and applied 
for the publick uses of this Colony, as the Provincial Con- 
gress shall order and direct. 

An Ordinance to prevent persons deserting places in 
danger of being attacked, and for restraining such as 
are dangerous to the common cause from taking refuge 
in this Colony. 

Whereas, large numbers of people are daily removing 
from the neighbouring Colonies into New-Jersey, and it 
being unknown upon what principles such removals are 
occasioned ; whether it is to seek an asylum from Minis- 
terial oppression, or the resentment of their injured coun- 
try, to whom they may have become obnoxious, by adhe- 
ring to the present system of tyranny now endeavouring to 
be executed in America; and it being inconsistent with the 
principles of persons properly attached to the cause of 
liberty to desert their town or country, at a time their as- 
sistance may be absolutely necessary for its defence, unless 
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the support and maintenance of their families may make 
such removal necessary : This Congress do, therefore, 
.think it advisable, that, although the inhabitants of this 
Colony ought most cheerfully to receive into their protec- 
tion, and afford all the relief in their power to all such as 
are helpless, and unable to defend themselves, yet they 
ought to prevent the desertion of places in immediate dan- 
ger of an attack from the enemy, by all who are proper to 
remain for the defence thereof; and also to prevent per- 
sons inimical to the liberties for which the United Colonics 
are contending, from taking refuge in this Province : For 
remedy whereof, 

It is hereby Resolved, That all persons proper to bear 
arms, who have removed or may remove into this Colony 
from any City or County of another Province in danger of 
being suddenly attacked, do immediately return to such 
City or Province, to make that defence becoming every 
good citizen, who entertains a proper sense of the worth of 
liberty, and who has a due regard to his country's welfare; 
unless such person, or persons, shall produce licenses or per- 
.mits from the Committee of such City or County from 
whence he or they remove, to reside in this Colony ; or 
unless the residence of such person in this Colony may ap- 
pear necessary for the support of his family, which may be 
removed here for safety; or unless such person, or persons, 
from the present stagnation of business, may have no visi- 
ble means of support in the Colony from whence he came, 
and can procure such support by his industry in this Co- 
lony. And the Committee of e3ch and every County and 
Township in this Colony are directed to carry the above 
Resolve into effect, and to cause all such persons, except 
as above said, to return to the City or Province from whence 
they came, after giving them a reasonable time to settle 
their families, and transact any business that may appear 
necessary for the publick good or their families' support. 

And it is further Resolved, That all suspected persons 
removing into this Colony, shall immediately return to the 
place they came from ; unless their behaviour in this Co- 
lony shall render their detention as delinquents proper ; or 
unless such persons produce certificates from the Commit- 
tee of the City, Township or County from whence they 
came, that they have signed the General Association recom- 
mended by the Continental or their Provincial Congress, 
and have not, by any subsequent act, contravened the same; 
or that they are deemed to be well affected to the cause of 
American freedom. Which last Resolve the respective Com- 
mittees above said are also requested to carry into effect. 

An Ordinance for directing the mode and fixing the time 
for the Election of Deputies, to serve in Provincial Con- 
gress, for this Colony; and also to ascertain ike quali- 
f cation of Electors. 

Whereas, the Ordinance for regulating the election of 
Deputies, to serve in the Provincial Congress of this Co- 
lony, doth not sufficiently answer the good purposes in- 
tended; and whereas, at this particular period, it appears 
to be reasonable and expedient to extend the qualification 
of Electors to persons possessing certain degrees of pro- 
perty, as well personal as real : And to the end that Elec- 
tions, upon which the safety of the people so much depends, 
may not be corruptly managed or obtained : 

It is, therefore, Resolved and Directed, That all Free- 
holders qualified to vote for Representatives in General 
Assembly in this Colony, who have signed the General 
Association recommended by this Congress ; and all other 
persons of full age, who, immediately preceding the Elec- 
tion, shall have" resided for the space of one year in any 
County of this Colony, and who are worth at least fifty 
Pounds, Proclamation money, in personal estate, and have 
signed the General Association as aforesaid, shall be ad- 
mitted to vote in. the County wherein he resides, for Depu- 
ties to serve in Provincial Congress. 

And in order that the good people of this Colony, so 
qualified as aforesaid, may have an opportunity of a new 
choice of Deputies, and of renewing such choice annually, 
during the continuance of the present troubles: 

It is, therefore, further Resolved and Directed, That 
there be_ a = ire w„ choice of Deputies to serve in Provin- 
cial Congress, for every County of this Colony, on the 
fourth Monday m May, yearly, and every year. 



And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the 
inhabitants of each County in this Colony, so qualified as 
aforesaid, do meet together at the places herein after men- 
tioned, on the fourth Monday in May next, and on the 
fourth Monday in May, annually, and then and there, by 
plurality of voices, between the hours of ten in the morn- 
ing and three in the afternoon, proceed to elect any num- 
ber, not more than five, nor less than three substantial 
Freeholders, each of whom shall be, bona fide, worth five 
hundred Pounds, Proclamation money, at the least, in real 
and personal estate, to serve as Deputies, with full power 
to represent such County in Provincial Congress, to be 
held at the City of Burlington, on the second Monday in 
June next. And that the places of meeting for the elec- 
tion in each County, shall be, for the County of Btrgen, 
at the Court- House in New-Barbadoes ; County of Essex, 
at the Court- House in Neivarlc ; County of Middlesex, at 
the Court-House in Ncw-Brunsivick ; County of Somer- 
set, at the Court-House at Hillsborough; County of Morris, 
at the Court-House in Morristown ; County oi Monmouth, 
at the Court-House in Freehold; County of Hunterdon, 
at the Coui t-House in Trenton ; County of Sussex, at the 
Court-House in Newton; County of Burlington, at the 
Court- House in the City oi Burlington ; Ccunly of Glou- 
cester, at the Court-House in the Town of Gloucester; 
County of Salem, at the Court-House in the Town of Sc- 
lem; County of Cumberland, at the Court-House in Bridge- 
town ; and County of Cape-May, at the Court-House in 
Middle Precinct. Provided, always, That this Resolu- 
tion shall not be construed to prevent an adjournment of 
any Election from day to day, and from place to place, if 
the same shall be found necessary. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the In- 
habitants of this Colony, so qualified as aforesaid, on the 
first day of each Election, between the hours often in the 
morning and one in the afternoon, do proceed to elect one 
substantial Freeholder in each County, to preside as Judge 
of such Election, who shall attend in person, and, if a poll 
be demanded, the Election shall be conducted as follows : 
Each Candidate may appoint one Inspector and one Clerk, 
and each of the Clerks shall set down, in writing, the names 
of the Electors, and their numbers, in the presence of the 
Judge, and shall make as many distinct columns, on fair 
paper, as there shall be Candidates voted for ; but, pre- 
. vious to which, every Clerk so appointed shall, by the 
Judge of the Election, or by some Magistrate then present, 
be charged, on his solemn oath, or affirmation, "truly and 
impartially to take the votes and set down the name of 
each Elector, and the place of his residence, and to poll no 
Elector who is not attested, if so required, by the Judge or 
Inspectors of such Election." 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the Judge 
of each Election shall not declare the choice upon the 
view, nor adjourn either to another day or place, without 
the consent of the majority of the Candidates, nor by any 
unnecessary adjournment delay the Election, and shall give 
a copy of the poll to every person that shall desire the 
same, upon the payment of reasonable fees for writing 
thereof. And if any Freeholder shall be questioned as to 
his qualification, by either of the Candidates or Inspectors, 
such Freeholder shall be charged by the Judge of such 
Election, or by some Magistrate then present, on his so- 
lemn oath or affirmation, " to declare, or swear, in the 
presence of God, that he is, and hath been a Freeholder 
and resident in the County for one whole year immediately 
preceding; that the estate for which he claims to give his 
vote, in such Election, is his own proper estate, and that 
it is not conveyed to him in trust, or on condition that he 
should give his vote in such Election for any particular per- 
son whatsoever." 

And if nay Elector, not being a Freeholder so qualified 
as aforesaid, shall be questioned as to his qualification, by 
either of the Candidates or Inspectors, such Elector shall 
be charged in manner and form aforesaid, on his solemn 
oath or affirmation, " to declare, or swear, that he is twen- 
ty-one years of age ; that he hath, immediately preceding 
the Election, resided for one whole year in the County; 
that he is worth a clear estate, of the value of at least fifty 
Pounds, Proclamation money, and that he hath not before 
voted at such Election." 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the 
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Chairman of the several County Committees in this Colo- 
ny do give publick notice of the time and place of such 
Elections, by putting up advertisements, in writing, at least 
twenty days before the time of each Election, at one or 
more~ of the most publick places in each Township, or Pre- 
cinct, in the several Counties in this Colony. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the De- 
puties so elected as aforesaid, shall receive a Certificate of 
their election in the words following, to wit : " We do here- 
by certify, that on the day of the date hereof, 

were declared duly elected Deputies for the 

County of in the Colony of Neio-Jersey, with 

full power lo represent the said County in Provincial Con- 
gress, to be held at ...... in the County of 

... on the day of , . next. As 

witness our hands and seals, this day of 

. Anno Domini 177 ." Which Certificate, 

under the hands and seals of the Judge chosen to preside 
at such Election, together with five or more Freeholders of 
the said County, shall be sufficient evidence of such Elec- 
tion ; and the Deputies so chosen as aforesaid, shall give 
their attendance in Provincial Congress accordingly. 

And it is farther Resolved and Directed, That, in case 
of the death, or removal out of the Colony of any of the 
Deputies so chosen as aforesaid, before the next annual 
Eleclion, or, in case the seat of any Deputy so chosen as 
aforesaid being declared vacant, the Freeholders and Elec- 
tors so qualified as aforesaid, of the County for which such 
person was a Deputy, shall, upon the receipt of a warrant, 
under the hand and seal of the President, or Vice-Presi- 
dent, for the lime being, directed to the Chairman of such 
County Committee for that purpose, have leave to proceed 
to a new Election to supply his place : Provided, always, 
That such Election be carried on and regulated in such 
manner and form as herein is before more particularly men- 
tioned and expressed. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That when, 
and as often as any new Election of Deputies for the Co- 
lony in general, to serve in any future Congress, shall be 
directed to be held, the Freeholders and Electors so quali- 
fied as aforesaid, of each County, do proceed to elect a 
sufficient number of Freeholders for each Township, to 
constitute a County Committee of Observation and Cor- 
respondence, with full power as well to superintend and 
direct the necessary business of the County, as to carry 
into execution the Resolution and Orders of the Continen- 
tal Congress, the Provincial Congress, or Committee of 
Safety of this Colony; subject, nevertheless, to the same 
rules and regulations as are herein before resolved and di- 
rected for regulating of Elections of Deputies to serve in 
Provincial Congress. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the Free- 
holders and Inhabitants of each Township in this Colony 
do, on the second Tuesday in March, yearly, and every 
year, proceed anew, in like manner, to elect such a num- 
ber of proper persons as shall be thought necessary, to con- 
stitute Committees to act as Committees of Observation 
and Correspondence in each Township, with power to 
transact the business referred to them by the Continental 
Congress, the Provincial Congress, or Committee of Safety 
of this Colony, or by the respective County Committees. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That, on the 
fourth Monday in May next, this Congress shall be, and 
the same is hereby directed to be dissolved, any thing in 
the Ordinance of the late Provincial Congress of this Co- 
lony of the 12th of August last contained, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That at all 
future meetings of the Deputies chosen to represent this 
Colony in Provincial Congress, the votes be taken from the 
Members individually, and not from the Counties collec- 
tively. 

And it appearing to this Congress to be essential to the 
welfare of this Colony that all persons chosen to serve as 
Deputies in Provincial Congress, should, as far as their 
particular circumstances admit, be perfectly free from other 
publick engagements : 

It is therefore, Resolved and Directed, That whenever 
it shall appear that any Deputy, or Deputies, in Provincial 
Congress, have accepted any Military Office of profit under 
the Continental or Provincial Congress, which Office may 



require the personal service of such Deputy, or Deputies, 
the seat of such Deputy, or Deputies, in Provincial Con- 
gress, shall be declared vacant, and a new Election be 
ordered to fill up such vacancy; and such Deputy, or De- 
puties, during his or their continuance in such Office of 
profit, shall not be entitled to a seat in this or any/uture 
Congress. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the De- 
puties so chosen as aforesaid, when met in Provincial Con- 
gress, are, and shall be Judges of the qualification of their 
own Members, and shall have power to reject such persons 
as are, or shall be unduly elected Deputies to serve in Con- 
gress; and, also, to expel or disable all such Deputies to 
sit or serve, who, either by ill-practice in Elections, or by 
misbehaviour in Congress, shall, by this, or by any future 
Congress, or the major part of them, be declared unfit for 
a seat therein. 

An Ordinance for numbering the Inhabitants of this Co- 
lony. 

Whereas, it is recommended by the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress that the number of Inhabitants of all ages, 
including Negroes and Mulattoes, in each Colony, be taken, 
in order to settle an equitable quota of the taxes which 
may hereafter be levied on the United Colonics, for sink- 
ing the Bills of Credit which have been, or may be emit- 
ted, for the support and defence of the said United Colo- 
nits ; 

Therefore, be it Resolved, That the Committee of each 
Precinct or Township in this Colony do, as soon as may 
be, after the publication hereof, appoint one or more per- 
son, or persons, as they shall think proper, to take an ac- 
count of the number of Inhabitants of all ages, including 
Negroes and Mulattoes, within their respective bounds; 
which said person, or persons, so appointed, shall, within 
six days after being notified thereof, in writing, by the 
Chairman of said Committee, repair to some Justice of the 
Peace in the County where he or they reside, who is here- 
by directed to administer to him, or them, the following 
oath, or affirmation if a Quaker, to wit: 

"You shall well and truly take a List of the number of 

all the Inhabitants of the Township of . in the 

County of according to the directions, of the. 

Provincial Congress of Nexv- Jersey, and make a fair and 
impartial return thereof to the Chairman of the Committee 
of the County of So help you God" 

And the said person, or persons, so qualified, shall, on 
or before the twentieth day of August next, make return of 
his, or their List, containing the number of Inhabitants so 
taken, to the Chairman of the Committee of the County 
to which they belong, which County Committee are here- 
by authorized to allow such reward for the said service as 
they shall think reasonable, by an order, in writing, signed 
by the Chairman of said Committee, and directed to the 
County Collector, to be paid by him out of the publick 
money in his hands. And the said County Committee, 
within one month after receiving said Lists, shall return the 
same, together with one general List, comprehending the 
whole o( the said Inhabitants within their respective juris- 
dictions, unto the Congress, or, during its recess, to the 
Committee of Safety of this Colony. 

An Ordinance for incorporating the Minute-Men lately 
raised in this Colony into the body of Militia, and for 
further regulating said Militia. 

Whereas, by a Resolution of this Congress, of the 12th 
of August last, a number of Minute-Men were directed to 
be raised, inlisted, and enrolled in the several Counties of 
this Colony, under officers to be appointed and commis- 
sioned by this Congress, to hold themselves in constant 
readiness to march to any place where their assistance 
might be required, for the defence of this or any neigh- 
bouring Colony: And whereas, in obedience to said Re- 
solve, several Companies were inlisted and formed into 
Battalions, since which large numbers of said Minute-Men 
having entered into the Continental service, the said Com- 
panies and Battalions are greatly reduced, and in no con- 
dition to answer the design of their institution : And where- 
as, our defence, under God, chiefly depends upon a well 
regulated Militia : 
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lit is, therefore, Resolved, That all the Minute-Men 
hexetofpxe. embodied m the seyeral parts of this Colony, be 
immediately dissolved, and incorporated with the Militia in 
the seyeral Companies in the District in which they re- 
spectively reside, as though such Minute- Men had never 
been raised, any thing in the above-mentioned Resolve to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

And whereas, by an Ordinance of Congress, passed this 
present sitting, all persons refusing to sign the General 
Association, with the proviso therein mentioned, are direct- 
ed to be disarmed, and give security for their future good 
behaviour, and some doubts arising whether such non-As- 
sociators, so disarmed, shall be subject to the fines and 
forfeitures for non-attendance in the Militia, as directed by 
the late Military Ordinance, for the removing which doubts, 

ll is further Resolved, That each and every person in 
this Colony, disarmed for refusing to sign the said Associa- 
tion, shall be subject to the same Fines and Forfeitures for 
not attending and doing duty in the Militia, or paying an 
equivalent therefor, as directed by said Ordinance, in the 
same manner as though he had not been disarmed. 

And it is further Resolved, That all and every person, 
or persons, capable of bearing arms, who shall attend at 
General Musters, or at times appointed for learning mili- 
tary discipline, and, at such time, or times, shall behave 
himself, or themselves, rudely and disorderly, and disobey 
the order of his or their Captain, or other commanding 
officer, shall forfeit and pay, for every such unruly and 
disorderly behaviour, the sum of six Shillings, to be reco- 
vered and applied as directed for non-attendance. 

An Ordinance for raising two Artillery Companies in 
New-Jersey, and providing for their pay and subsis- 
tence. • 

Whereas, the present exigencies of the times render it 
necessary to raise at least two Artillery Companies for the 
defence of this Colony, one to be stationed in the Eastern, 
arid the other in the Western Division thereof, 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That two Artillery Companies, 
consisting of sixty-four men, officers included, be imme- 
diately raised, to be disposed of in this Colony, as the 
Congress, Committee of Safety, Brigadier-General of the 
Division to which they respectively belong, shall direct; 
each Company to be commanded by a Captain, Captain- 
Lieutenant, First and Second Lieutenants ; and to consist of 
a Fire-Worker, four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Bom- 
bardier, and fifty Matrosses, all of whom are to be able- 
bodied freemen, and to be inlisted for one year, unless 
sooner discharged ; and, when inlisted, shall sign the fol- 
lowing Inlistment Roll : 

" T, , have this day voluntarily inlisted myself 

in one of the Artillery Companies to be raised for the de- 
fence of New-Jersey, under the command of Captain . . . 

. . , to continue in such Company one year, unless 

sooner discharged ; and do bind myself to conform, in all 
instances, to such rules and regulations as are, or shall be 
established, for the government of the Continental Forces, 
or for the said Artillery Companies, by the Congress or 
Committee of Safety of New- Jersey." 

And it is further Resolved, That there shall be paid to 
the Officers and Privates of said Companies, from the time 
they respectively enter into the service, the same pay as is 
allowed the Artillery in the Continental service ; which shall 
be punctually paid by the Paymasters hereinafter named 
and appointed, or one of them, who shall pay each officer 
ten Shillings for every man he shall inlist in said Compa- 
nies, passing muster ; and also pay unto each person so 
inlisted, one Dollar a week for his subsistence, from the 
time he inlists in such Company, until he shall be properly 
stationed, and otherwise provided for. 

And it is further Resolved, That said Companies shall, 
at their own expense, put themselves in proper uniform, 
and furnish themselves with good Muskets, or Fusils with 
Bayonets. 

And it is further Resolved, That when any Company 
shall be raised, the Captain shall cause the said Company 
to be mustered in the presence of the Mustermasters, or 
either of them, appointed to muster the Third Battalion 
now raising, who are hereby appointed Mustermasters for 
that purpose ; and upon such review, may reject such per- 



sons as they, or either of them, may think unfit or improper 
for such service. And if upon such review, sucli Muster- 
master, who shall attend for that purpose, shall find the said 
Company complete, agreeable to the above directions, shall, 
thereupon, certify the same on the back of the Muster-Roll 
of such Company, to this Congress, or, in their recess, to 
the Committee of Safety, in order that Commissions may 
be made out to the Officers of such Company: which Com- 
missions, the Committee of Safety of this Colony, during 
the recess of this Congress, upon receiving certificates as 
above, are required to make out and issue. 

Andit is further Resolved, Thai Azariah Dunham, Esq. 
be, and is hereby appointed Commissary and Paymaster 
to the Company of Artillery in the Eastern Division of this 
Province ; and that Joseph Ellis, Esq., be, and is hereby ap- 
pointed Commissary and Paymaster to the said Company, 
directed to be raised in the Western Division ; which said 
Commissaries shall pay off the said Companies monthly; 
and when assembled, and attending the duty to which they 
are appointed, the said Commissaries shall provide for such 
Companies the same rations of provision and drink, as are 
allowed to the Continental Forces. The said Paymasters 
and Commissaries, before they enter upon the execution of 
the trust hereby reposed in them, shall severally take an 
oath, " That they will, well and truly, do and perforin 
the duties hereby enjoined them, and render true accounts 
of their receipts and disbursements when required by a 
Congress of this Province, or any other Representative 
body of this Colony, who may call for the same;" and 
deposite such deposition with the Treasurer of the Division 
to which they belong. And said Paymasters and Com- 
missaries, shall have and receive from the Treasurers of 
this Colony, appointed by Congress, or either of them, all 
such sum, or sums of money, from time to time, as they, 
or either of them, shall find necessary for the purposes 
aforesaid; and shall be allowed a reasonable compensation 
for their time and trouble, in receiving and paying the 
moneys herein made payable ; and for procuring and sup- 
plying provisions for said Companies as aforesaid. And 
the receipts of the said Paymasters and Commissaries, for 
all moneys by them, or either of them, received of the 
said Treasurers, or either of them, as aforesaid, shall be 
sufficient vouchers to indemnify the said Treasurers, their 
Executors and Administrators, for all moneys by them, or 
either of them, paid out pursuant to the directions of this 
Ordinance. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Mustermasters 
shall be allowed a reasonable compensation for reviewing' 
and mustering such Companies. 

An Ordinance for paying a bovnty on Saltpetre and com- 
mon Salt, manufactured in New-Jersey, and for pur- 
chasing Saltpetre. 

Whereas, by a Resolution of this Congress, of the 24th 
of October last, the sum of one thousand Pounds was 
voted to be appropriated for the payment of the bounty of 
one Shilling per pound, over and above the market price, 
for any quantity, not exceeding twenty thousand weight, of 
good merchantable Saltpetre, made and manufactured in 
this Colony, on or before the 1st day of January, 1777: 

And whereas, it is necessary that some mode should be 
adopted, in order that the appropriation of the above 
bounty may be attended with the beneficial effects designed: 

It is, therefore, Resolved and Directed, That every per- 
son in this Colony, who shall become a candidate for the 
aforesaid bounty, or any part thereof, in order to be entitled 
to the same, shall produce to the Treasurers of this Colony, 
appointed by this Congress, or either of them, a certificate 
under the hands and seals of the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of the County where such person resides, " That 
the quantity of Saltpetre, for which such person shall claim 
the bounty, was manufactured in such County, at some 
time before the 1st day of January, 1777; that the same 
is good merchantable ; and that the claimant hath not be- 
fore received any bounty for the same." 

And the several County Committees of this Colony are 
hereby authorized and directed, when any claimant for the 
said bounty shall apply to them, to examine such claimant 
upon oath, or affirmation, as to the purport of the above 
certificate ; and in order that the quality of the Saltpetre 
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may be sufficiently ascertained, the County Committees are 
directed to call in the aid of persons well skilled in that 
commodity. And as this Congress are desirous to give 
every possible encouragement to this most necessary manu- 
facture ; it is, therefore, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Committees of each 
respective County in this Colony, do contract for all such 
good merchantable Saltpetre that shall be made in this 
Colony, at any time before the 1st day of September next, 
and for which the aforesaid bounty shall be claimed, at any 
price, not exceeding three Shillings per pound for the same, 
over and above the said bounty; and the said Committees 
are hereby directed to purchase the same for the use of 
this Colony, to be disposed of as the Congress of this Pro- 
vince shall direct. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the said 
Treasurers of this Colony, or either of them, oui of the fifty 
thousand Pounds made current in Bills of Credit, do pay 
to the several persons, who, upon producing such certifi- 
cates, as aforesaid, shall, or may claim the payment of the 
above bounty, or any part thereof, such sum, or sums of 
money, as they shall, respectively, be entitled to as aforesaid. 
And, also, to the Chairman of the several County Com- 
mittees of this Colony, or to their order given in Commit- 
tee, such sum, or sums of money as the respective County 
Committees shall have engaged to pay for the purchase of 
such Saltpetre as aforesaid: Provided, That the amount 
of the sums claimed to be paid as a bounty, do not exceed 
the sum of one thousand Pounds, and that not more than 
the sum of three thousand Pounds be advanced for the 
purchase of Saltpetre; and the receipt of such claimants, 
or the receipt of the Chairman of such respective County 
Committee, or person in whose favour an order may be 
given as aforesaid, endorsed on such certificates, shall be 
sufficient vouchers to the said Treasurers, or either of them, 
for the payment of such bounties, or for the purchase of 
Saltpetre as aforesaid. 

And whereas, the making of common Salt in this Colo- 
ny is a matter of the highest importance at this lime ; it 
is, therefore, 

Resolved, unanimously, That a bounty of six Pence per 
bushel, for every bushel of good merchantable Salt, that 
shall be made in this Colony, at any time before the 1st 
day of November, 1776, which bounty, the said Treasurers 
of this Colony, or either of them, are hereby required to 
pay, upon certificates duly attested, and agreed to as afore- 
said, under the hand and seal of the Chairman of the 
Committee of the County where such Salt shall be made, 
certifying, that it hath been proved by the oaths of credible 
witnesses, that such Salt hath actually been made in some 
County of this Colony, at some time before the said 1st 
day of November, 1776; and that the claimant hath not 
before received any bounty for the same, and the receipt 
of the Chairman endorsed thereon, shall be sufficient 
vouchers to the said Treasurers, or either of them, for the 
payment of the said bounty. 

An Ordinance to provide for the payment of Incidental 
Charges. 

Whereas, it is necessary to provide for the payment of 
such Incidental Charges as have accrued during the sittings 
of this Congress : 

It is, therefore, Resolved and Directed, That there be 
paid to Samuel Tucker and John Dennis, Esquires, the 



Treasurers appointed by this Congress, over and above the 
money allowed by ibis Ordinance for signing the Bills of 
Credit, the sum of thirty Pounds, Proclamation money, 
each, for their services one year, to commence the first day 
of March instant. 

To each of the Signers of said Bills of Credit, the sum 
often Shillings per thousand, for so many thousand Pounds, 
as they shall, respectively, sign. 

To the President and each of the Members of this Con- 
gress, and Committee of Safety, the sum of six Shil- 
lings per diem, for every day they have, or shall attend, 
during the continuance of this Congress, to be certified by 
Mr. Fisher, Mr. Hart, Mr. Wetherill, Mr. Clark, and 
Mr. Elmer, or any two of them. 

To the Secretary of this Congress, fourteen Shillings per 
diem, for each day that he hath or shall attend this Con- 
gress, to be certified as aforesaid. 

To each of the Mustermasters of this Colony, the. sum 
of twenty-five Shillings for every Company he has review- 
ed, or shall review by order of this Congress. 

To the Doorkeeper, the sum of five Shillings per diem, 
for each day that he hath or shall attend this Congress. 

To Myndert Voorhees, the sum of fifteen Pounds for 
Fire-Wood and Candles, and for the use of his large 
Room, during the present sitting of this Congress. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That there be 
paid to the Commissioners appointed to purchase Arms 
and Ammunition, Tents and other Military Stores, such 
sum, or sums of money, as the said Commissioners, or any 
three of them shall agree upon, as necessary to be expend- 
ed ; whose receipts shall be sufficient vouchers for the pay- 
ment of the same. 

To John Carey, Esq., as a recompense for his services 
as Secretary, during the last sitting of this Congress, at 
Trenton, and for revising and copying the Minutes for the 
Press, the sum of eleven Pounds four Shillings, Proclama- 
tion money. 

To Doctor Moses Scott, the sum of one Pound sixteen, 
Shillings and three Pence, in full of his account for attend- 
ing certain sick. Soldiers in New- Brunswick. 

To Robert Drummond, Esquire, the sum of nine Pounds - 
three Shillings and four Pence, in full of his account for re- 
moving the Treasury and Records in the Secretary's Office 
at Perth- Amboy, to New- Brunswick. 

To_.Tohn Dennis, Esq., the sum of seven Pounds eight 
Shillings and three Pence, for sundry expenditures, as per 
account. 

To John Pope, Esq., the sum of three Pounds three 
Shillings, for sundry expenditures, as per account. 

To Ellis Cook, Esq., the sum of one Pound six Shil- 
lings and eight Pence, in full of his account for removing 
the Records in the Surveyor-General's Office, at Perth- 
Amboy, to New- Brunswick. 

To Azariah Dunham, Esq., the sum of two Pounds, for 
his expenses in going to and returning from Philadelphia, 
on a message to the honourable Continental Congress. 

To Abraham Clark, Esquire, for copying and correct? 
ing the Minutes and Ordinances of tins Session for the. 
Press, such sum as Azariah Dunham and John Dennis^ 
Esquires, shall agree to be paid for that service. 

Which certificates, with receipts endorsed thereon, shall 
be sufficient vouchers to the said Treasurers, or either of 
them ; and shall discharge them, their heirs, executors, 
and administrators, from the several payments so made and 
paid out of the Treasury by virtue of this Ordinance. 



CONTIN ENTAL CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, Monday, January 1, 1776. 

A Letter from Governour Trumbull, dated the 23d of 
December, being received, was read. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on Captain Sellick's Petition, which was agreed 
to, as follows : 

That they have maturely considered the Petition, and 
have examined Captain Sellick particularly thereon, and 
are of opinion, that the Petitioner be allowed, as a com- 
pensation for his expenses, trouble, and risk in taking the 
goods at Turtle-Bay, for the use of the United Colonies, the 
sum of three hundred and thirty-three Dollars and one-third, 
and that the Committee of Fairfield be directed to take 



into their possession, for the use of the said Colonies, alji 
the goods taken by Captain Sellick, which are not already 
delivered by him, and to forward the two boxes of Saltpetre 
now in Captain Sellick's custody, to the Powder-Mil! in 
Ulster County, to be manufactured into Gunpowder for the. 
Continental service. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on Lord Stirling's Letters; after debate thereon, 

Resolved, That the same be recommitted. 

The Congress proceeded to the election of an Adjutant foj 
the Battalion raised in Pennsylvania, and the ballots being 
taken, 

John Patterson was elected. 

Resolved, That the President sign Commissions to the 
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Field-Officers, appointed by the Provincial Congress of 
North- Carolina, to command the two Battalions directed 
to be raised in that Colony by the Continental Congress, 
and that such Commissions bear like date with those issued 
to the said Officers by the said Provincial Congress of 
North-Carolina. 

Resolved, That, in case of vacancy occasioned by the 
death or removal of a Colonel or inferior officer, the Provin- 
cial Convention of North-Carolina, or, in their recess, the 
Provincial Council, appoint another person to fill up such 
vacancy, until a Commission shall issue from this Congress ; 
and that they return to this Congress a list of the names of 
the person, or persons, so appointed. 

The Delegates of New-York having received new pow- 
ers from their Convention, laid the same before Congress, 
as follows : 

"In Provincial Congress, New-York, December 21, 1775. 

" Resolved, That the present Delegates of this Colony, 
in Continental Congress, be requested to make such an 
arrangement among themselves, as that five of them only 
continue at Congress, and represent this Colony at any one 
time ; and that, in case of the necessary absence of any one 
or two of the Delegates so attending, according to such 
arrangement, that three or four of them be a quorum, and 
enabled to represent the Colony during such absence. 

" A true copy from the Minutes : 

" John McKesson, Secretary." 

The Committee to whom the Letters from General fVash- 
inlon, and the intercepted Letters, were referred, brought 
in their Report, which being taken into consideration, the 
Congress came to the following Resolutions : 

Resolved, That the seizing and securing the Barracks 
and Castle. of St. Augustine will greatly contribute to the 
safety of these Colonies ; therefore, it is earnestly recom- 
mended to the Colonies of South- Carolina, North-Caro- 
lina, and Georgia, to undertake the reduction of $t. Augus- 
tine, if it be thought practicable. 

Resolved, That the President of the Provincial Coun- 
cil of North- CarpKna , and of Georgia, be requested to pro- 
cure Committees of their several bodies to repair imme- 
diately to Charlestoivn, and there to confer with a Commit- 
tee of the Council of Safety of South- Carolina, upon 
weighty and important matters relative to the defence and 
security of those Colonies. 

Resolved, That the first Resolution, together with copies 
or extracts of such of the intercepted Letters as tend to show 
the state of the Forts and Garrison at St. Augustine, be 
transmitted by express to Heyiry Middhton and John Rut- 
ledge, Esquires, members of Congress, to be by them laid 
before the Committee directed to meet in consequence of 
the above Resolution ; and in case the enterprise be judged 
practicable, that immediate preparations be made E)y the 
joint force of the said Colonies, and the expedition he 
undertaken without delay, at the expense of the United 
Colonies. 

Resolved, That it appears the British Ministry and their 
Agents. have meditated, and are preparing to make attacks 
upon Charlestoivn, m Smith- Carolina, and several places in 
Virginia, and probably in North- Carolina ; and that it be 
recommended to the Conventions or Committees of Safety 
of the two former Colonies, and to the Provincial Council 
of the other, by all possible means, to make a vigorous de- 
fence and opposition ; and that it be further recommended 
to the Committee of Safety of Virginia, and the Provincial 
Council of North-Carolina, to meet together and confer 
and conclude upon such operations as they may think most 
for their mutual interest. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, January 2, 1776. 
The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due: 
To James Chambers the sum of 25.8 Dollars, for his ex- 
penses from Cambridge. 

To Judah Alden fifty Dollars, advanced on account of 
expenses in attending the French gentlemen. 
. Ordered, That the above be paid. 

Resolved, That General Schuyler be directed to have 
Brigadier-General Prescott, lately made prisoner by the 
Continental Forces in Canada, taken into custody, and 



safely and securely kept until the further orders of this 
Congress. 

Resolved, That a copy of the above be sent immedi- 
ately to General Schuyler, and that the General be inform- 
ed by letter of the reasons which induced the Congress to 
give such orders. 

The Committee of Claims reported that they have had 
under consideration Mr. Egbert Dumond , s account of ex- 
penses in bringing the Prisoners, taken at St. John's, from 
Kingston, in New-York Government, to Lancaster, in 
Pennsylvania, and are of opinion that there is due to Eg- 
bert Dumond the sum of 2,326.2 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on the Petition of Captains Paddock and Cof- 
fin, and after debate, 

Resolved, That the prayer of said Petition be not granted. 

The Committee on the state of New-York brought in 
their Report, which was read. 

The Report of Captain Motte, with regard to the dispo- 
sition of the Officers taken prisoners at St.'jJohn's, was laid 
before Congress, and read. 

The Committee to whom the Report on Lord Stirling's 
Letters were recommitted brought in their Report, which, 
being taken into consideration, was agreed to, as follows : 

That the President acquaint his Lordship, that the Con- 
gress has provided against the inconvenience of vexatious 
arrests of the men inlisting in the Continental service. 

That the Barracks in the Colony of New-Jersey be pre- 
pared for the reception of such of the Battalions as may 
not be in readiness to proceed to New-York, and that the 
Ministerial troops, or prisoners, at present occupying them, 
be accommodated in the said Colony, in such manner as . 
the Committee of Safety for said Colony shall think most 
prudent and convenient. 

That Mr. Lowrey, the Commissary, be directed to sup- 
ply the said Battalions with Stockings, and that the Dele- 
gates for the Colony of New-Jersey trapsmit to Lord 
Stirling six dozen printed copies of the Articles of War. 

That considering not only the defenceless condition of 
the Colony of New-Jersey, for want of Ammunition in case 
of a hostile invasion of that Colouy, but the evident want 
of the assistance of those Battalions for the defence of New- 
York, where an attack of the enemy is most probably to 
be apprehended, a requisition be made by the Congress to 
the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, of four hundred 
weight of Powder for the said Battalion. 

That the same Fire-Wood, Camp-Equipage, and Bar- 
rack-Utensils be allowed to each of the New-Jersey Batta- 
lions as are allowed to the Battalion raised in Pennsylvania. 

That the hundred stand of Arms supplied by the Colony 
of New- York for the New- Jersey Battalions, be paid for 
by the Convention of Neiv- Jersey ; and that in order to 
enable the said Convention to make such payment, as well 
as to furnish such of the men belonging to the said Batta- 
lions, as are yet unprovided with Arms, the further sum of 
1000 Dollars be advanced to the said Convention ; and 
that the price of the Arms be deducted out of the wages of 
the Privates belonging to the said Baitalions, 

That Lord Stirling be directed to seize and secure all 
the Ammunition and Warlike Stores belonging to the en- 
emy, which now are, or hereafter may be, imported into the 
Colony of New- Jersey, and keep them til] he shall receive 
the orders of Congress respecting them ; and further, that 
he do, from time to time, give aid and protection to all the 
friends of America, who may be employed in importing 
into the said Colony, Ammunition, or other commodities 
not prohibited by the Association and Resolves of this 
Congress. 

Whereas, it has been represented to tins Congress, that 
divers honest and well-meaning, but uninformed people in 
these Colonies, have, by the art and address of Ministerial 
Agents, been deceived and drawn into erroneous opinions 
respecting the American cause, and the probable issue of 
the present contest : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the different Com- 
mittees, and other friends to American Jiberty, in the said 
Colonies, to treat all such persons with kindness and atten- 
tion ; to consider them as the inhabitants of a country de- 
termined to be free, and to view their errpjrsBS proceeding 
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rather from want of information than want of virtue or pub- 
lick spirit ; to explain to them the origin, nature, and extent 
of the present controversy ; to acquaint them with the fate 
of the numerous Petitions presented to His Majesty, as well 
by Assemblies as by Congresses, for reconciliation and re- 
dress of grievances: and that the last from this Congress, 
humbly requesting the single favour of being heard, like 
all the others, has proved unsuccessful ; to unfold to them 
the various arts of Administration to ensnare and enslave 
us, and the manner in which we have been cruelly driven 
to defend, by arms, those very rights, liberties and estates, 
which we and our forefathers had so long enjoyed unmo- 
lested in the reigns of His present Majesty's predecessors. 
And it is hereby recommended to all Conventions and As- 
semblies in these Colonies, liberally to distribute among 
the people, the proceedings of this and the former Con- 
gress, the late speeches of the great patriots in both Houses of 
Parliament relative to.American grievances, and such other 
pamphlets and papers as tend to elucidate the merits of the 
. American cause, the Congress being fully persuaded, that 
the more our right to the enjoyment of our ancient liberties 
and privileges is examined, the more just and necessary our 
present opposition to Ministerial tyranny will appear. 

And, with respect to all such unworthy Americans, as, 
regardless of their duty to their Creator, their country and 
their posterity, have taken part with our oppressors, and, 
influenced by tTie hope or possession of ignominious re- 
wards, strive to recommend themselves to the bounty of 
Administration, by misrepresenting and traducing the con- 
duct and principles of the friends of American liberty, and 
opposing every measure formed for its preservation and 
security : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the different As- 
semblies, Conventions, and Committees or Councils of 
Safety in the United Colonies, by the most speedy and 
effectual measures, to frustrate the mischievous machina- 
tions, and restrain the wicked practices of these men : And 
it is the opinion of this Congress, that they ought to be 
disarmed, and the more dangerous among them, either kept 
in safe custody, or bound with sufficient sureties to their 
good behaviour. 

And in order that the said Assemblies, Conventions, 
Committees, or Councils of Safety, may be enabled with 
greater easejmd facility to carry this Resolution into exe- 
cution, 

Resolved, That they be authorized to call to their aid 
whatever Continental^Troops, stationed in or near their re- 
spective Colonies, may be conveniently spared from their 
more immediate _ duty ; and the Commanding Officers of 
such Troops are hereby directed to afford the said Assem- 
blies, Conventions, Committees, or Councils of Safety, all 
such assistance in executing this Resolution as they may 
req;uire, and which, consistent with the good of the service, 
may be supplied. 

Resolved, That all detachments of Continental Troops, 
which may be ordered on the business in the foregoing 
Resolution mentioned, be, while so employed, under the 
direction and control of the Assemblies, Conventions, Com- 
mittees, or Councils of Safety, aforesaid. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to all the United 
Colonies to aid each other, on request from their respec- 
tive Assemblies, Conventions, Committees, or Councils of 
SafetyJ and County Committees, on every emergency, and 
to cultivate, cherish, and increase the present happy and 
necessary union, by a continual interchange of mutual good 
offices. 

And whereas, the execrable barbarity with which this 
unhappy war has been conducted on the part of our ene- 
mies, (such as burning our defenceless towns and villages, 
exposing their inhabitants, without regard to sex or age, to 
all the miseries which loss of property, the rigour of the 
season, and inhuman devastation, can inflict, exciting do- 
mestick insurrections trnd murders, bribing the Savages to 
desolate our frontiers, and casting such of us as the fortune 
oT war has putjn their power, into jails, there to languish 
in irons and in want ; compelling the inhabitants of Boston, 
in violation of the treaty, to remain confined within the 
town, exposed to the insolence of the soldiery, and other 
enormities, at the mention of which decency and humanity 
will ever blush) may justly provoke the inhabitants of these 
Cplonies to retaliated - 



Resolved, That it be recommended io them (o continue 
mindful that humanity ought to distinguish the brave; that 
cruelty should find no admission among a free people ; and 
to take care that no page in the annals of America be 
stained ty a recital of any action which justice or Chris- 
tianity may condemn ; and to rest assured, that whenever 
retaliation may be necessary, or tend to their security, this 
Congress will undertake the disagreeable task. 

Resolved, That the Assemblies, Conventions, or Com- 
mittees, or Councils of Safety, be requested forthwith to 
transmit to this Congress copies of all the Petitions, Me- 
morials, and Remonstrances, which have been, by the re- 
spective Colonies, presented to the Throne, or either House 
of Parliament, since the year 1762; and that they, also, 
inform the Congress whether any, and what, answers were 
given (o them. 

Resolved, That Mr. Bartlett be appointed one of the 
Committee of Claims, in the room of Mr. Langdon, and 
Mr. Samuel Adams, in the room of Mr. Gushing, who 
have leave of absence. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, January 3, 1776. 

A Letter from General Washington, dated the 25th of 
December, enclosing a Letter from General Howe, and ac- 
companied with sundry papers, wets laid before Congress, 
and read. 

The Committee of Safety having recommended sundry 
gentlemen for Field-Officers of the four Battalions ordered 
to be raised in Pennsylvania, the Congress proceeded to the 
election; and Arthur St. Clair, Esquire, was electeff Col- 
onel of the Second Battalion ; John Shea, Esquire, Colo- 
nel of the Third Battalion; Anthony Wayne, Esquire, 
Colonel of the Fourth Battalion ; Robert Magau, Esquire, 
Colonel of the Fifth Battalion. 

The Congress, taking into consideration the Report of 
the Secret Committee, thereupon came to the following 
Resolutions : 

Resolved, That the following Goods and Stores ought 
to be imported, as soon as possible, for the use of the 
United Colonies, viz: 60,000 striped Blankets; 120,000 
yards of 6-4 Broadcloths, the colours to be brown and blue, 
from 3s. to 6s. sterling, per yard ; 10,000 yards of ditto, 
different colours, for facings, at 4s.; 3,000 pieces of Duf- 
fils, or some such Cloth; 100 M. sorted NeedW; 50 M. 
ditto, none very fine; 10 M. ditto, for Sailcloth; 3,000 
pieces of Raven's Duck ; 3,000 pieces of Ticklenburghs ; 
1,500 pieces ofOsnaburghs ; 1 ,000 pieces of Vjttrey; 4,000 
pieces of Hamburgh Dowlas ; 20,000 standi of Arms ; 300 
tons of Lead ; 1,000,000 Flints ; 1,500 boxes of Tin, and 
Iron Wire, properly sorted for it; Medicines, Surgeons' 
Instruments, Lint, and Bandages, in the whole, to the 
amount of 2,000 Pounds, sterling; 500 sheets of Copper, 
of different sorts. 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be empowered 
and directed to pursue the most effectual measures for im- 
porting the above articles. 

Resolved, That the further consideration of (his Report 
be postponed. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due 
to Captain Edward Motte, for expenses, &c, in conduct- 
ing the Prisoners taken at St. John's, from Kingston, in 
the Province of New- York, to Lancaster, in the Province 
of Pennsylvania, a balance of 367.7 Dollars. 

That there is due to Robert JSrtoin,"Wagonmaster, for 
carnage of Clothing and Medicine to Dobb's Ferry and to 
Cambridge 222.6 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the above be paid. 

The Committee on the state of New- York 'brought in 
a further Report, which, being taken into consideration, 
was agreed to, as follows: 

Whereas, a majority of the inhabitants of Queen's Coun- 
ty, in the Colony of New-York, being incapable q{ resolv- 
ing to live and die freemen, and being more disposed to 
quit their liberties than part with the tittle proportion of 
their property necessary to defend them, have deseriecf the 
American cause, by refusing to send Deputies, as usual, to 
the Convention of that Colony; and avowing, by a pub- 
lick Declaration, an unmanly design of remaining inactive 
spectators of the present contest, vainly flattering them- 
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selves, perhaps, that should Providence declare for our 
enemies, they may purchase their mercy and favour at an 
easy rate; and, on the other hand, if the war should ter- 
minate to the advantage of America, that then they may 
enjoy, without expense of blood or treasure, all the bless- 
ings resulting from that liberty which they, in the day of 
trial, had abandoned, and in defence of which many of their 
more virtuous neighbours and countrymen had nobly died; 
and although the want of publick spirit, observable in these 
men, rather excites pity than alarm, there being little dan- 
ger to apprehend either from their prowess or example, 
yet it being reasonable that those who refuse to defend 
their country should be excluded from its protection, and 
be prevented from doing it injury: 

Resolved, That all such "persons in Queen's County, 
aforesaid, as voted against sending Deputies to the present 
Convention of New- York, and named in a list of delin- 
quents in Queen's County, published by the Convention 
of New- York, be put out of the protection of the United 
Colonies, and that all trade and intercourse with them 
cease ; that none of the inhabitants of that County be per- 
mitted to travel or abide in any part of these United Co- 
lonies, out of their said County, without a certificate from 
the Convention, or Committee of Safety of the Colony of 
New-York, setting forth that such inhabitant is a friend to 
the American : cause, and not of the number of those who 
voted against sending Deputies to the said Convention ; 
and that .such of the said inhabitants as shall be found out 
of the said County, without such certificate, be apprehend- 
ed, and imprisoned three months. 

Resolved, That no Attorney, or Lawyer, ought to com- 
mence, prosecute, or defend any action at law, of any kind, 
for any of the_ said inhabitants of Quern's County, who 
voted against sending Deputies to the Convention, as afore- 
said ; and such Attorney, or Lawyer, as shall contravene 
this Resolution, are enemies to the American cause, and 
ought to be treated accordingly. 

Resolved, That the Convention, or Committee of Safety 
of the Colony of Neiv-York, be requested to continue pub- 
lishing, for a month, in all their Gazettes, or Newspapers, 
the names of all such of the inhabitants of Queen's County 
as voted against sending Deputies; and to give certificates, 
• in the manner before recommended, to such others of the 
said inhabitants as are friends to American liberty. 

And it is recommended to all Conventions, Committees 
of Safety, and others, to be diligent in executing the above 
Resolutions. 

Resolved, That Colonel Nathaniel Heard, of Wood- 
bridge, in the Colony of New-Jersey, taking with him five 
or six hundred Minute-Men, under discreet officers, do 
march to the western part of Queen's County, and that 
Colonel Waterbury, of Stamford, in the Colony of Connec- 
ticut, with the like number of Minute-Men, march to the 
eastern part of the said County ; that they confer together, 
and endeavour to enter the said County on the same day ; 
that they proceed to disarm every person in the said County, 
who voted against sending Deputies to the said Convention, 
and cause them to deliver up their arms and ammunition 
on oath, and that they take and confine in safe custody, till 
further orders, all such as refuse compliance. 

That they apprehend and secure, till further orders, the 
persons named as principal men among the disaffected in 
the said County, in a summons for their appearance before 
the Convention of New- York, issued the 12th of Decem- 
ber last, viz: 

Of Jamaica Township, Captain Benjamin Whitehead, 
Charles Arden, Joseph French, Esquire, Johannes Pol- 
hemus. 

Of Newtown, Nathaniel Moore, John Moore, Senior, 
Samuel Mallet, John Moore, Jun., William Weyman,John 
Shoals, Jeromus Rapalje. 

Of Flushing, John Willet. 

Of Hempstead, Justice Gilbert Van Wyck, Daniel Kis- 
sam, Esquire ; of Cow-Neck, Captain Jacob Molt, Thomas 
Cornhill; of Rockaway, Gabriel G.Ludlow, Richard Hew- 
lett, Captain Charles Hicks, Doctor Martin, Justice Samuel 
Clowes. 

Of Oyster- Bay, Justice Thomas Smith, of Hog-Island, 
Susi'fce John Hewlett, Captain George Weeks, Doctor Da- 
vid Brqofcs, Jf ustice John Townsend, 

And^U such other persons who shall be found in arms, 



or who shall oppose the carrying the above Resolutions into 
effect, as the said Colonel Heard or Colonel Waterbury 
may think prudent to detain. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the said Colonel 
Heard and Colonel Waterbury, to execute the business 
intrusted to them by the foregoing Resolutions, with all pos- 
sible despatch, secrecy, order, and humanity. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of the Colony 
of Pennsylvania be requested to furnish Colonel Heard 
with two hundred pounds of Gunpowder. 

Resolved, That the sum of five hundred Dollars he 
forthwith transmitted, with certified copies of these Re- 
solutions, to each of them, the said Colonel He ard and 
Colonel Waterbury, and that they, on their return, report 
to this Congress, a true state of their expenditure and 
proceedings. 

The Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, having re- 
commended sundry gentlemen for Lieutenant-Colonels of 
the four Battalions ordered to be raised in. said Colony, 

Resolved, That the same be taken into consideration to- 
morrow. 

A Letter from the Committee of Frederick, in Mary- 
land, brought by the officer who had the charge of bringing 
down John Connolly, and his Associates, was laid before 
Congress and read. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety of Pennsylvania, to carry into execution the Re- 
solution of Congress for confining said Connolly, and his 
Associates, in the Jail of Philadelphia, and that they take 
their examination. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, January 4, 177fi. 
Resolved, That an additional Battalion be raised in the 
County of Cumberland, in the Colony of Pennsylvania, 
to consist of the same number of men and officers, and to 
have the same pay and allowance, as the others raised in 
said Colony. 

Resolved, That one Company of each of the five Bat- 
talions last ordered to be raised in Pennsylvania, consist of 
expert Riflemen. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety for Pennsylvania to have the foregoing Resolu- 
tions carried into execution. 

Resolved, That in all elections of Officers by Congress, 
where more than one are elected, on the same day, to com- 
mands of the same rank, they shall take rank of each other 
according to their election, and the entry of their names in 
the Minutes, and their Commissions shall Le numbered to 
show their priority. 

The Congress then proceeded to the election of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels for the Battalions ordered to be raised in 
Pennsylvania ; and the ballots being taken and examined, 
the following gentlemen were chosen, viz : Lambert Cad- 
wallader, William Allen, Jun., Francis Johnson, Joseph 
Penrose. 

The Committee of Claims report, that there is due: 

To James Whitehead, for Provisions for the prisoners 
taken on board the Rebecca-and-Mary, the sum of sixty- 
four Dollars. 

To the Committee of New-Brunswick, per Account 
rendered, the sum of 214.9 Dollars, to be paid to William 
Livingston, Esquire, and by him forwarded to the said 
Committee. 

To Furman fy Hunt, of Trenton, for Provisions, Horse- 
hire, &c, the sum of 68.2 Dollars. 

To the Committee of Inspection and Observation of the 
City and Liberties of Philadelphia, for 187,046 Flints, by 
them purchased, agreeable to the Order of Congress, the 
sum of 737 Dollars. 

To sundry persons, per list, for signing the Continental 
Bills of Credit, the sum of 1165.7 Dollars; and that an 
Order be given to the Treasurers for the payment of the 
same, agreeable to the said list. 

To the Committee of Fredericktown, Maryland, for the 
expenses incurred by Connolly, Cameron, and Smith, during 
their confinement, the sum of 74 Dollars; and J hat the same 
be paid to the Delegates of Maryland. 

Ordered, That the said Accounts te paid accordingly. 
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Resolved, That a Commissary be appointed to provide 
the three Companies ordered to Northampton, in Virginia, 
with rations while on their march, and during their stay in 
that country. 

Resolved, That the appointment of a Commissary be 
deferred till to-morrow. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee on the state of New- York. After de- 
bate, 

Resolved, That the same be postponed till to-morrow, 
and that the Delegates of New- York be desired to request 
the attendance of the gentlemen sent to Congress by the 
Convention of their Colony. 

Resolved, That Major Preston have liberty to choose 
the place of his residence, consistent with former Resolu- 
tions of Congress ; and that the President take his parole. 

The Congress proceeded to the election of Majors, when 
the following persons were chosen: Joseph Wood, George 
Nagle, Henri/ Bicker, Nicholas Hausicker. 

The Committee appointed to consider what allowance 
ought to be made to Officers, who are prisoners, brought in 
their Report. 

"Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Saturday next. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, January 5, 1776. 

A vacancy happening in the First of the Pennsylvania 
Battalions, by the promotion of Captain Allen, the Con- 
gress proceeded to the election of a Captain to supply the 
vacancy; wben Benjamin Davis, oldest Lieutenant in said 
Battalion, was elected. 

Resolved, That the sum of 10,000 Dollars be struck, 
for the purpose of exchanging ragged and torn bills of the 
Continental currency; that the bills making this sum, be of 
the same denominations, printed under the inspection of 
the same persons, and signed and numbered by the same 
signers as the last emission, and that they be lodged in the 
Treasury, to be applied to the sole purpose aforesaid. 

Resolved, That all Committees, and others, who have 
had Publick Money put into their hands, lay upon the table 
an Account of the expenditure of the same. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Letter of Ge- 
neral Washington, dated the 18th of December, and the 
enclosures, brought in a Report upon that part which re- 
lates to Mr. James Lovell, who has long been, and still is, 
detained a close prisoner in Boston, by order of General 
Howe, which being taking into consideration, was agreed 
to, and is as follows: 

That it appears to your Committee, that the said Mr. 
Lovell hath, for years past, been an able advocate for the 
liberties o^Arrterica, and mankind ; that by his letter to Ge- 
neral Washington, which is a part of the said enclosures, 
he exhibi ts so striking an instance of disinterested patriot- 
ism as strongly recommends him to the particular notice 
of this Continent. 

Your Committee, therefore, submit the following Reso- 
lutions to the consideration of the Congress: 

Resolved, That Mr. James Lovell, an inhabitant of Bos- 
ton, now held a close prisoner there, by order of General 
Howe, has discovered, under the severest trials, the warm- 
est attachme.nl to publick liberty, an inflexible fidelity to his 
country ; t hat by his late letter to General Washington, he 
has given the strongest evidence of disinterested publick 
affection, in refusing to listen to terms offered for his relief, 
till he could be informed! by his countrymen that they were 
compatible^ wltE their safety and honour. 

Resolved, That it is deeply to be regretted, that a British 
GeneraLcan be found degenerate enough so ignominiously 
and cruelly to treat a citizen who is so eminently virtuous. 

Resolved, That it be an instruction Id General Wash- 
ington to make an offer of Governour Skene in exchange 
for the said Mr. Lovell and his family. 

Resolved, That General Washington be desired to em- 
brace tlie_firsL opportunity which may offer, of giving some 
office to Mr. Lovell equal to his abilities, and which the 
publick service may require. 



That a copy of the foregoing Resolves be transmitted to 
the General as speedily as possible. 

Resolved, That the President write to General Wash- 
ington, and desire him to inform Congress what rank the 
Aids-de-camp of the General Officer should have in the 
Army of the United Colonies. -.-■-■. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to 
Adam Fisher, for expenses attending his conducting Con- 
nolly and Cameron from Frederick, in Maryland, to Phi- 
ladelphia, and his charges back again for himself and men-, 
the sum of one hundred and fifty-six Dollars. 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

The Congress having conferred with the gentlemen sent 
to Congress by the Convention of New-York, resumed the 
consideration of the Report of the Committee on the state 
of that Colony, and the same was agreed to, and is as fol- 
lows : 

Resolved, That for the reasons contained in the papers 
hereunto annexed, this Committee are of opinion, that no 
further Fortifications ought to be erected at Martelaer's 
Rock, on Hudson's River, and that a point of land at Poop- 
lopen's Kill, on the said River, ought, without delay, to tie 
effectually fortified. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention, 
or in their recess, to the Committee of Safety of New- York, 
to carry into execution the above Resolution. 

Resolved, That the Delegates of New-Jersey and Con- 
necticut be directed to take the necessary steps for carry- 
ing into execution the Resolutions of Congress passed on 
Wednesday last, respecting the Inhabitants of Queen's 
County. 

A Memorial from the Inhabitants of the Town of New- 
port was presented to Congress, and read. 

Ordered, That the same be referred for consideration 
till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That Mr. Paine be added to the Commitlife 
on General Schuyler's Letters. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, January 6, 1776. 

Information being given to Congress that a quantity of 
Powder was arrived at Egg-Harbour, on board the Sloop 
Sally, of which a part was addressed to Congress by Mr. 
Parsons, and a part consigned to Mr. Webster, and others, 
in Philadelphia, 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
have the Powder addressed to Congress brought to Phila- 
delphia, and to purchase, for the use of the United Colo- 
nies, the other quantities of Powder. 

Resolved, That one ton of the Powder arrived be deli- 
vered to the Committee for fitting out Armed Vessels, for 
the use of said Vessels. 

A Letter from the Committee of Lancaster, dated the 
3d of January, was read ; 

Also, a Letter from an Officer in Lisbon, dated October 
23, 1775 ; 

Resolved, That these Letters, as well as the last received 
from Lancaster, and those formerly received from Lisbon, 
be referred to the Committee of Correspondence. 

The Congress resumed the consideration oT the Memo- 
rial from the Inhabitants of Newport, and the papers ac- 
companying it ; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That the said Memorial be referred to the 
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consideration of the General Assembly of the Colony of 
Rhode-Island. 

The Committee to whom it was referred to consider 
how the shares of Prizes, allotted to the captors, ought to 
be divided between the Officers and Men, brought in their 
Report, which, being taken into consideration, was agreed 
to, as follows : 

Resolved, That the Commander-in-chief have one- 
twentieth part of the said allotted Prize-Money, taken by 
any Ship or Ships, Armed Vessel or Vessels, under his 
orders and command. .,,, .„, 

That the Captain of any single Ship, or Armed Vessel, 
have two-twentieth parts for his share; but if more Ships, 
or Armed Vessels, be in company when a Prize Is taken, 
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then the said two-twentieth parts to be divided amongst all 
"Said Captains. 

That the Captains of Marines, Lieutenants of the Ships, 
or Armed Vessels, and Masters thereof, share together, 
and have three-twentieth parts divided amongst them, 
equally, of all Prizes taken when they are in company. 

That the Lieutenants of Marines, Surgeons, Chaplains, 
Pursers, Boatswains, Gunners, Carpenters, the Masters' 
Mates, and the Secretary of the Fleet, share together, and 
haye .two-twentieth parts and one-half of a twentieth part 
divided among them, equally, of all Prizes taken when they 
are in company. 

ThaJ the following Warrant and Petty Officers, viz: (al- 
lowing lor each Ship, 6 Midshipmen : for each Brigantine, 4 
Midshipmen ; and each Sloop, 2 Midshipmen ; 1 Captain's 
Clerk, 1 Surgeon's Mate, 1 Steward, 1 Sailmaker, 1 Coo- 
per,"! Armourer, 2 Boatswain's Mates, 2 Gunner's Mates, 
2 Carpenter's Mates, 1 Cook, 1 Cockswain, 2 Sergeants of 
Marines for each Ship, and 1 Sergeant for each Brig and 
tHfJSP') h^ve three-twentieth parts divided among them, 
equally ; and when a Prize is taken by any Ship, or Ves- 
sel, on Jboard of which the Commander-in-chief is, or in 
company, then the Commander-in-chiefs Cook, or Cock- 
swain, to be added to this allotment, and have their equal 
spares with these last-mentioned. 

' That the remaining eight-twentieths and one-half of a 
twentieth be dividecTamong the rest of the Ship or Ships' 
Companies; as it may happen, share and share alike. 

That no Officer or Man have any share but such as are 
actually on board their several Vessels at the time any 
Prize, or Prizes, are taken, excepting only such as may 
have been ordered on board any other Prizes before taken, 
or sent away by his, or their, Commanding Officer. 

The Committee on General Schuyler's Letters brought 
in their Report. 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be referred to 
Monday next. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated the 30th of De- 
cember, enclosing copies of Letters from General Montgo- 
mery and General Woosler, being received, was read. 

Adjourned to Monday, at ten o'clock. 

Monday, January 8, 1776. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated the 26th of De- 
cember, enclosing a copy of a Letter from General Mont- 
gomery, dated December 5th, and a list of the Ordnance 
sent to Cambridge ; also, a Letter from the Committee of 
Baltimore, enclosing an Affidavit of Captain Horn, being 
received, were read. 

The Congress, taking into consideration the Report of 
the Committee on General Schuyler's Letters, thereupon 
came to the following Resolutions: 

Resolved, That Shipwrights be immediately sent from 
New- York and Philadelphia to General Schuyler, or the 
Commanrfer-in-chief of the Forces at Ticonderoga, to be 
employed by him in constructing a number of Batteaus, 
not exceeding one hundred, for transporting Troops, with 
their baggage, from that place into Canada, whenever it 
may be found necessary. 

That a^jufficient number of suitable men be engaged for 
rowing said" Batteaus ; and that a large quantity of Provi- 
vSippsjand^io^es be sent this. winter to Fort-George. 
' "That General Schuyler be desired to have the River St. 
.Lawmjccjjabqve and below Quebeck, well explored, and 
to determine upon proper places for opposing, by Armed 
Boats, or otherwise, any attempts of the enemy to pene- 
trate that country by the River; and that he give orders for 
Constructing, speedily, as many such Boats as he shall 
judge necessary. 

■That two Shipwrights be immediately sent from Phila- 
delphia, id be employed, under the direction of the Com- 
mittee of Inspection at Albany, in constructing Scows for 
facilitating the passage over Hudson's River. 
^Resolved, That the provision heretofore made for a Hos- 
pital in the Northern Army, when it was more numerous 
than it is now, is sufficient. 

^ Resolved, That the Convention of Neiv-York be de- 
sired to send three thousand bushels of Salt, besides what 
General Schttyler hath already ordered to be brought, to 
Ticonderoga. 



Resolved, That the Governour of Connecticut, the Ge- 
neral Assemblies of Massachusetts-Bay and New-Hamp- 
shire, and the Convention of New- York, be written to, 
forthwith, by the Delegates of the said Colonies, respec- 
tively, to furnish General Schuyler with the account of 
Money paid to any persons in the Army under his com- 
mand, specifying the names of those to whom the Money 
was paid by their order. 

Resolved, That the Contract made by General Schuy- 
ler, to allow one-twelfth part of a Dollar, per day, for Bil- 
leting-Money, to every one of the men who reinlist in the 
Northern Army, until they can march to the place where 
Provisions may be delivered to them, be made good. 

Resolved, That the Officers of the Northern Army be 
accountable for such Publick Stores, issued to them, as 
may be lost, through carelessness, by their respective 
Corps; and that the value thereof be deducted out of the 
pay of those who have embezzled or wasted the same. 

Resolved, That this Congress does approve of the rais- 
ing a Battalion of Canadians, and of the appointment of 
James Livingston, Esquire, Colonel thereof. 

Resolved, That nine Battalions, including that of Cana- 
dians under Colonel Livingston, be kept up and maintained 
the present year for the defence of Canada, 

Resolved, That the First Pennsylvania Battalion, under 
Colonel Bull, and the Second New-Jersey Battalion, under 
Colonel Maxwell, be ordered immediately to march to Al- 
bany, and there put themselves under the command of 
General Schuyler, and that the orders given for the march 
of three Companies of Colonel Bull's Battalion to Acco-' 
mack and Northampton be countermanded. 

Resolved, That to make up the Battalions voted for the 
defence of Canada, that one Battalion be raised in New- 
Hampshire, one in Connecticut, and one irr New-York; 
that two Battalions be formed out of the Troops now in 
Canada, and that General Montgomery be desired to re- 
commend proper persons for Officers in said Battalions; 
and that one of the five Battalions, lately ordered to be 
raised in Pennsylvania, be destined for Canada, 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
devise ways and means for furnishing the Battalions des- 
tined for Canada with necessaries for expediting their 
march thither. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Floyd, Mr. Deane, and Mr. 
McKean. 

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report 
of the Committee be deferred till to-morrow. 

Information being given to Congress, that about fifty- 
seven tons of Saltpetre were arrived in Philadelphia, and 
about fifteen tons of Powder in New- York, for sale : 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
treat for the purchase of the Saltpetre, and inquire how 
it may be most speedily manufactured into Powder, and 
report to Congress. 

Resolved, That Mr. P. Livingston, Mr. Alsop, Mr. Jay, 
and Mr. Lewis, be directed to purchase, on the best terms 
they can, for the use of the United Colonies, the Powder 
arrived at New- York, and forward the same with alf pos- 
sible expedition, under a guard, to the Camp at Cam- 
bridge. 

Resolved, That the Convention or Committee of Safety 
of Maryland, be desired to order three Companies of the 
Minute-Men in the service of that Colony, to march imme- 
diately from thence to the Counties of Accomack and 
Northampton, in Virginia, instead of the Forces directed 
to go thither from Pennsylvania, and to lay before Con- 
gress the Accounts of their subsistence and pay, which 
shall be paid out of the Continental Treasury. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of Pennsylva- 
nia be desired to send five hundred pounds weight of Pow- 
der to the Colony of Virgiina, for the use of theForces to 
be employed in the Counties of Accomack anil Northamp- 
ton. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. ~ 

Tuesday, January 9, 1776. 
A Letter from Mr. M. Tilghman, dated Annapolis, 5th 
day of January, with sundry Papers enclosed, also some 
Despatches from Governour Franklin, and a Letter from 
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Cortlandt Skinner, which were intercepted, were laid be- 
fore Congress, and read. 

Resolved, That a Letter be written to Mr. Tilghman, 
informing him, that the Hornet and Wasp are under orders 
to sail to the Capes of Delaware, and that such Vessels, 
as are ready to sail, may take the benefit of that convoy. 

That the Committee for fitting out Armed Vessels, be 
directed to give orders to the Captains of the Hornet and 
Wasp, to take under their convoy such Vessels as are 
ready to sail. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due : 

To Michael Connolly, for expenses in conducting Cap- 
tain John Livingston and Lieutenant Anstrulher, from 
Kingston to Lancaster, the sum of 250 Dollars. 

To Richard Butler, for necessaries furnished to five 
Indians, the sum of 49.3 Dollars. 

To Joseph Cowperthwait, the sum of 419.6 Dollars, for 
expenses in conducting Cash to Cambridge. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
inquire into the conduct of the Officers who are Prisoners, 
and the manner in which they are subsisted at present, and 
report thereon. 

The Members chosen, Mr. W. Livingston, Mr. Dyer, 
and Mr. Floyd. 

Ordered, That a certified copy of the intercepted Let- 
ter of Mr. Co rtlfljidt Skinner, be sent to the Committee of 
Safely of the Colony of New- Jersey. 

That an Order issue to Lord Stirling, to take with him 
a sufficient force, and immediately apprehend and keep in 
safe custody Cortlandt Skinner, of Amboy, till further or- 
ders, from this Congress. 

That he carry said Cortlandt Skinner before the Com- 
mittee .of Safety of the Colony of New- Jersey, for exami- 
nation. _._. 

That jlie. Committee of Safety be desired to transmit his 
examination to Congress. 

Resolved, That the Militia raised in the Counties of 
Orange and Ulster, in the Colony of New-York, by order 
of this Congress, for the support of the Fort lately erected 
on Hudson's River, be discharged, except those stationed 
in the Fort, who shall also be discharged whenever other 
Troops arrive there to supply their places; and that it be 
recommended to the Committee of Safety of the Colony 
of New- York, to see that this Resolve be carried into exe- 
cution. 

Resolved, That five hundred thousand Dollars be sent 
to the Paymaster-General, for the use of the Army in Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay. 

Resolved, That the Delegates for Pennsylvania be di- 
rected to count and forward the same, with all convenient 
speed, under a guard of an Officer and two Men. 

The Congress resuming the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee on General Schuyler's Letters, thereupon 
came to the following Resolutions : 

Resolved, That Colonel Van Shaack, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Yates, and Major Gansevoort, be continued in the service 
of the United Cplonies, and that they take the command of 
the Battalion to be levied in the Colony of New- York for 
the .service in Canada. 

Resolved, That Captain Lamb be appointed commander 
of the Artillery in the Northern Department, with the rank 
of Major, ajid that he be allowed fifty Dollars per month, 
from_the 1st day of the present month, as a reward for hjs 
activity and spirited conduct in the last campaign. 

Resolved, That no Postage be paid for any Letters to 
or from private Soldiers, while engaged in actual service in 
the defence of the United Colonies; and that such Letters 
be franked by some person authorized for that purpose, by 
the Commanding Officer of the Department. 

Resolved, That a Letter be written to General Schuyler 
by the President, informing him, that it is the opinion of 
Congress, he should proceed to have the conduct of Lieu- 
tenant Hahey inquired into by a Court-Martial, giving him 
previous notice to appear in his own defence, and that such 
sentence should be passed on him, as such Court-Martial 
shall think just ; and if the said Lieutenant Halsey shall 
decline to.submit his conduct to such examination and sen- 
tence, that then all arrears of pay due to him be stopped; 
to enable him to give discharges to such officers as have 



quitted the service ; to assure him, that we have great con- 
fidence in his attention to the publick interest, and rely 
that he will give to the proper officers in his department 
such orders as will procure indemnification to the publick, 
for any embezzlement or waste of its Stores, or Moneys ; 
to empower him to remit to such of the Troops, raised in 
the Province of New- York, as may reinlist, any right we 
may have to stop wages for underclothes delivered to them; 
to desire he will communicate to Mr. Price the sense this 
Congress have of his friendly offices to General Montgo- 
mery, in favour of the American cause ; to return him our 
thanks for the same, and assure him, immediate measures 
shall be taken for replacing the Moneys he has advanced ; 
to notify to Colonel Easton our approbation of bis late 
services, and that we shall retain in our minds a just sense 
of them. 

Resolved, That General Schuyler be directed to appoint 
Mr. John Macpherson a Major in one of the Battalions 
ordered to be raised out of the Troops in Canada. 

Resolved, That a Conductor of Artillery, a Superinten- 
dent of the Arms, a Barrackmaster, and a Storekeeper, be 
appointed to the Northern Army, and that General Schuy- 
ler be desired lo recommend proper persons to Congress 
for those offices. 

Resolved, That the Deputy Pay master- General have 
liberty to appoint under him, two assistant Paymasters, who 
shall each receive twenty-six and two-thirds Dollars per 
month, for their trouble and services. 

Resolved, That all the Officers, and Soldiers in the 
Northern Department be paid in person by the Deputy 
Paymaster-General, or the Assistants to be appointed by 
him in consequence of the foregoing Resolve. 

Resolved, That a Communication be forthwith opened 
between Skenesborough and Fort-Ann, and that Wood- 
Creek be cleared for that purpose. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety of the Province of New- York, to appoint proper 
persons to inquire into the propriety and practicability of 
obstructing or lessening the depth of water in the Narrows, 
or in any other place at the entrance of New-York, or of 
any way of fortifying that pass, so as to prevent the en- 
trance of the enemy; and also to inquire whether the depth 
of water in Hudson's River, below the Battery, may not 
easily be lessened, so as to prevent large ships passing up, 
and to make an estimate of the expense, and report their 
proceedings in the premises immediately to Congress. 

Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for. the choice of 
two Brigadier-Generals, viz : one for the Army in Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, and the other for the Army in the Northern 
Department. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, January 10, 1776. 

A Letter from Rachel Stelle, with an account ofexpenses 
for the Subsistence of Officers, was laid before Congress, 
and read. 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee 
appointed on the Subsistence of Officers, &cc. 

Resolved, That the Commissioners for Indian Affairs, in 
the Northern Department, be directed to pay to the Rev. 
Mr. Wheelock 500 Dollars, agreeable to a Resolution of 
Congress, passed the 12th day of July last. 

The Committee appointed to devise ways and means for 
furnishing the Battalions destined for Canada, brought m 
their Report, which was agreed to, and is as follows; 

That before the Battalion cornmanded by Colonel Bull 
can march for Canada, the following Officers "ought to be 
appointed, to wit : Three First Lieutenants, eight Second 
Lieutenants, one Ensign ; and one Quartermaster. 

And the following articles provided, to wit: 688 Caps, 
688 pair of Mittens, 688 pair of Stockings, 688 pair of 
Leggins, 688 pair of Shoes, 688 Haversacks, 688. Slings- 
for Firelocks, 1200 Shirts, 688 Waistcoats, 500 pair of 
Breeches, 300 Blankets, 64 Pitching- Axes, and 9 Bag- 
gage Wagons. " -'■ 

That before Colonel Maxwells Battalion iwill be'fitjo- 
march to said Province, the following articles ought to be 
provided, to wit: 688 Haversacks, 688 . Cflrtouch-Boxes. 
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and Cross-Belts, 688 Tomahawks, 64 Pitching- Axes, and 
J> Baggage-Wagons. 

That both Battalions should be paid up to the first day 
of February next. 

That the Battalions should march by companies, and 
that they should follow each other at the distance of one 
day's march ; that the Quartermasters and Commissaries 
should precede their respective Battalions a few days, in 
order to provide lodgings and provisions on the road. 

And that the Colonels should be allowed six rations. 

The Lieutenant-Colonels, five ; 

The Majors, four; 

The Captains, three ; 

And the Subaltern and Staff-Officers, two each, or mo- 
ney in lieu thereof. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee of 
Safety of Pennsylvania, to supply the Pennsylvania Batta- 
lion with such of the above articles as they have not already 
furnished, agreeable to former Resolutions of Congress ; and 
that all the articles furnished the men, more than those al- 
lowed in lieu of bounty, be deducted out of their pay. 

That Thomas Loxorey be directed to provide the articles 
for the Second New-Jersey Battalion, and that all the arti- 
cles furnished the men, more than those allowed in lieu of 
bounty, be deducted out of their pay. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers in 
favour of Thomas Lowrcy, for the sum of 35,000 Dollars, 
for the use of the Battalions raised in New-Jersey, he to 
be accountable for the same. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress pro- 
ceeded to the election of two Brigadier-Generals, and the 
ballots being taken and examined, Joseph Frye, Esq., was 
elected Brigadier-General for the Army in the Massachu- 
setts-Bay, Benedict Arnold, Esq., Brigadier-General for 
the Army in the Northern Department. 

The Committee of Safety having recommended a num- 
ber of persons for Field-Officers for the Pennsylvania Bat- 
talion, the Congress proceeded to the election, and the 
ballots being taken, William Irvine was elected Colonel ; 
Thomas Hartley, Lieutenant-Colonel ; and James Dunlap, 
Major. 

Resolved, That another Battalion be raised in the Co- 
lony of New- Jersey, on the same terms as the other two 
raised m said Colony. 

Resolved, That the pay of the troops serving in, and 
destined for Canada, be the same as that of the Army at 
Cambridge ; and that this pay commence to the Pennsyl- 
vania and New-Jersey Battalions from the lime they set 
out on their march for Canada. 

The Congress considering the great distance from Col- 
onel Heard to Colonel Waterbury, the difficulty of co- 
operating with each other in their expedition into Queen's 
County, on Long-Island, thereupon, 

Resolved, That Lord Stirling be desired to furnish Col- 
onel Heard with three Companies under his command, 
who are to join Colonel Heard, with the Minute-Men by 
him raised, and proceed, as soon as may be, on the expe- 
dition into Queen's County, for which Colonel Heard and 
Colonel Waterbury were appointed, and that Colonel Heard 
be desired immediately to send an Express to Colonel Wa- 
terbury, with a copy of this Resolution, and inform him 
that his service will not be required on this occasion. 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to 
take into consideration the state of these Colonies, and re- 
port as spotLas possible what number of Forces will be 
necessary for the defence of the same. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Lynch, Mr. 
Hooper, Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. Wilson. 

Resolved, That the Colony of North- Carolina be sup- 
plied with one ton of Powder by the Secret Committee. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due, 
on Account rendered by the Committee of the Upper Dis- 
trict of Frederick County, Maryland, the sum of 800.1 
Dollars, of which a Captain Cresap's Company ought to be 
charged £214 2s. 8d., [571 Dollars,] and Captain Price's 
Company £29, [77£ Dollars,] the remainder to be charged 
to the Continent, the money to be paid to Daniel Hester. 

That there is due to Furman fy Hunt, for Provisions, 
be, furnished to Prisoners, the sum of 178.2 Dollars. 



To William Shad, for his attendance as Doorkeeper, to 
the 4th of December, 1775, the sum of 52 Dollars. 
Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, January 11, 1776. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention 
or Committee of Safety of New-York, to endeavour to 

obtain a release of Lieutenant Tylee, of Brigadier 

Wooster's Regiment, now confined on board the Asia, man- 
of-war, by exchanging for him an officer of the same rank 
of the British troops in our custody. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
prepare Instructions to the Officers in the Recruiting Ser- 
vice. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Dyer, and Mr. 
Harrison. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on the Bills of Credit, emitted by this Con- 
gress, thereupon came to the following Resolution : 

Whereas, it appears to this Congress, that several evil- 
disposed persons, in order to obstruct and defeat Abe efforts 
of the United Colonies, in the defence of their just rights, 
have attempted to depreciate the Bills of Credit emitted 
by the authority of this Congress: 

Resolved, therefore, That if any person shall hereafter 
be so lost to all virtue and regard for his country, as to re- 
fuse to receive the said Bills i_n payment, or obstruct or dis- 
courage the currency or circulation thereof, and shall be 
duly convicted by the Committee of the City, County, or 
District, or in case of appeal from their decision, by the 
Assembly, Convention, Council or Committee of Safety of 
the Colony where he shall reside, such person shall be 
deemed, published, and treated as an enemy of his country, 
and precluded from all trade or intercourse with the in- 
habitants of these Colonies. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolve be immediately 
published. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, for 
the sum of 6000 Dollars, for the use of the First Pennsyl- 
vania Battalion, the said Committee to be accountable for 
the same. 

A Representation of the Field-Officers of the Pennsyl- 
vania Battalions, setting forth the inconveniences that will 
arise from the Battalions consisting of seven Battalion 
Companies, was presented to Congress and read. 

Resolved, That the same be taken into consideration 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 



Friday, January 12, 177G. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that tTiere is due to 
Henry Dewson, for Provisions to Captain Ross's Company, 
the sum of 27.5 Dollars. 

The said Committee report, that they have had under 
their consideration an Account exhibited by Colonel Tur- 
bot Francis, one of the Commissioners for Indian Affairs 
for the Northern Department, of goods purchased for the 
Treaty held with the Indians, at Albany, of his expenses 
in attending the Treaty, be, amounting to the sum of 
£2470, Pennsylvania currency, including the sum of 
£242 13*. Ad., New-York currency, paid to Volkert P. 
Douw, Esq.; in which Account he credits cash received of 
the Continental Treasurers, the sum of 6666§ Dollars, 
equal to £2500, and two horses taken to himself at cost, 
£42 15s.; that there is, therefore, a balance in his hands, 
amounting to £72 15s.; and by the same Account, it ap- 
pears that Colonel Francis had left in the hands of Mr. 
Douw, two Mattresses, be, about fifteen gallons of Wine, 
and some Spirits, to be accounted for by him when sold ; 
it also further appears that there remains on hand, part of 
the goods, purchased for the said Treaty: 9J pieces Strouds, 
1J pieces French Blankets, 3 \ pieces Striped ditto, 46 
Rose ditto, 2 pieces of White Nap. 

That there is due to Volkert P. Douw, Esq., for ex- 
penses attending the aforesaid Treaty, according to an Ac- 
count rendered by him and examined hy this Committee, 
(in which he credits the above-mentioned sunLof £242 
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13*. 4 d., and also credits cash received for Boards, which he 
had purchased for the Indian houses, the sum of £15 6s. 
2d.,) the sum of £868 15*. 4 id., New-York currency; 
there will then remain in his hands the Mattresses, Wine, 
&,c, and Spirits, before mentioned, and some Boards, which 
are not yet sold. 

Ordered, That the above sums be paid Henry Dewson 
and Volkert P. Douw, Esqs., the debts to them due; the 
latter through the hands of James Duane, Esq. 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the conduct 
of the Officers, who are prisoners, and the manner in which 
they are subsisted at present, brought in their Report, 
which, being taken into consideration, was agreed to, as 
follows ; . _ . 

Resolved, That the conduct of the Officers at Trenton, 
though in other respects unexceptionable, is, as to their 
manner of living, exceedingly extravagant, they being 
boarded at Taverns, and the Innkeepers supplying them 
in a luxurious manner, on the credit of the Continent. 

That the Congress will, for the future, allow two Dol- 
lars per week Tor the Board and Lodgings of Officers, who 
are prisoners, (for which sum they may have decent lodg- 
ings,) to be repaid by the Officers before they are released 
from their captivity. 

That the Accounts of the several Innkeepers, against the 
Officers, be paid by the Continent, which are, also, to be 
repaid by the said Officers before their discharge. 

That no Tavemkeeper supply the said Officers, for the 
future, on the credit of the Continent. 

That the Officers now at Trenton be directed to remove 
to some other place, at a proper distance from the publick 
post-road. 

That the Officers at Trenton have liberty, consistent 
with former Resolutions of Congress, to choose the places 
of their residence. 

That a copy of the above Resolutions, together with a 
copy of the Resolution granting Officers liberty to sell Bills 
for their subsistence, be transmitted to the several Commit- 
tees where Officers, who are prisoners, reside, and that the 
said Committees be directed to apply to the said Officers 
for their bills, to discharge the debts already incurred, and, 
also, to inform them it is expected they will, from time to 
time, draw for their future, subsistence. 

OrdereW, That Rachel Stelle's Account, amounting to 
423.6 Dollars, for Subsistence of Officers to the 4th of 
January, 1776, be paid. 

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, to take into consideration the Trade of the United 
Colonies, and, after some time, the President resumed the 
chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the Committee had 
taken into consideration the matter to them referred, but, 
not having come to a conclusion, desired leave to sit 
again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into further 
consideration the Trade of the United Colonies. 

A MejDoriaT from the Field-Officers of the First Penn- 
sylvania; '.Battalion was presented to Congress: 

Ordered, That the same be referred for consideration 
till to-morrow. 

The several matters to this day referred being postponed, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday January 13, 1776. 

A Letter from General Washington, dated the 4th Janu- 
ary, 1776 ; also, a Letter from the Committee of Safety of 
New- York, dated January 3d, 1776, being received, were 
read : 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to 
take into consideration a Letter from the Committee of 
Safety of Neiv- York, and to confer with Mr. Romans, and 
report to Congress. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Paine, Mr. Dyer, Mr. 
Lynch, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Livingston. 

The Secret Cqinmitlee having made report respecting 
the purchase of Saltpetre : 

Resolved, That the said Committee be directed to pur- 
chase the Saltpetre on the best terms they can, and have 
it manufactured int& Gunpowder as soon as "possible. 



Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
supply Colonel Heard with two hundred pounds of Gun- 
powder, to enable him to carry into execution the orders 
of Congress. 

Resolved, That John Morgan be promoted to the rank 
of First Lieutenant in the First Pennsylvania Battalion. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday. 

Monday, January 15, 1776. 
A paragraph of a Letter from Peter Timothy, Secretary 
to the Provincial Convention and Committee of Safety of 
South- Carolina, dated January 5tb, to C. Gadsden, Esq., 
was read, informing that the said Convention have resolved 
to continue the Delegates, and have constituted any two of 
them to be a quorum to represent said. Colony. 

A Letter from General Washington, dated the 31st of 
December, 1775, enclosing a Draft of Captain Matthews, 
on the Treasury of Virginia, for one hundred Pounds, 
lawful money, for so much advanced to him by the Gene-, 
ral ; also, sundry other papers : Two Letters from Lord 
Stirling, dated January 8th and 11th, 1776, and a Letter 
from Governour Trumbull, dated 6th January, 1776, with 
three enclosures: 

Resolved, That the Letter from General Washington 
be referred to a Committee of Three. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Adams, and 
Mr. Wilson. 

Resolved, That the Letters of Lord Stirling be referred 
to a Committee of Five. ;t: 

The Members chosen, Mr. Livingston, Mr. McKean, 
Mr. Floyd, Mr. Ward, and Mr. Alexander. 

Resolved, That the Letter from Governour Trumbull, 
with the enclosed papers, be referred to the Committee 
appointed to confer with Mr. Romans. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety of New- York, 
dated January 11th, 1776, was read, and referred to the 
Committee on the state of the Colonies. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to 
make an estimate of the number of Cannon that may be 
wanted for the defence, of the United Colonic?, and to 
devise ways and means for procuring them, and that it be 
an instruction to the said Committee to inquire what size 
Cannon can be cast in these Colonies. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Wisner, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. 
Rogers, Mr. Allen, and Mr. Paine. 

Resolved, That Captain Matthews'? Draft on the Trea- 
sury of Virginia be delivered to Jhe JOelegates of that 
Colony, and that they be desired Jo receive the.Money, 
and pay the same to the Continental Treasurers, 

Resolved, That no bought or indented Servants bg 
employed on board the Fleet, or in the Army of the Uni- 
ted Colonies, without the consent. o£}heir JMjsters, 

The Committee of Claims reported that there, ts.due: 

To Jacob Hiltzheimer, for Expresses, the sum _of,356JL 
Dollars. 

To Jonathan Trumbull, Jun., for his ,expenses__tg Phi- 
ladelphia, ami returning to New- York with money, the 
sum of 99.7 Dollars. 

To Thomas Apty, for boarding several Prisoners, the 
sum of 109.6 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid, 

Resolved, That it be recommended t o th e, Committee of 
Safety of Pennsylvania to inquire into the characters, of ths 
Recruits, or Privates, taken on board [AMMsbeccq-and- 
Frances, transport, and to dismiss /such as may with safety 
to the United Colonies be discharged. 

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee: of the 
Whole, to take into consideration the state. of the Trade of 
the United Colonies ; and, after some time, the President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the Com- 
mittee had taken into their further consIde.Lati.Qn the mat- 
ter to them referred, but, that not having yet come Jo acon- 
clusion, they desired him to move for leave jo sit again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Friday next, re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take; into 
consideration the Trade of. the United Colonies; ;;,; ,. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 
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Tuesday, January 16, 1776. 
The Colony of Connecticut having appointed new Dele- 
gates, the same attending, produced the Credentials of their 
appointment, which were read, as follows : 

. " At a General Assembly of the Governour and Company 
of the English Colony of Connecticut, in New-England, 
in America, holden at New-Haven, in said Colony, on the 
second Thursday of October, Anno Domini 1775 : 

" Resolved, By this Assembly, that Roger Sherman, Oli- 
ver Wolcott, Samuel Huntington, Titus Hosmer, and Wil- 
liam Williams, Esquires, be, and they are hereby appointed 
Delegates to represent this Colony at the General Congress 
of the United Colonies in America, for the year ensuing, 
and until new be chosen ; that is to say, the said Roger 
Sherman, Oliver Wolcott, and Samuel Huntington, Esqs., 
do attend said Congress, and on the failure of either of the 
said gentlemen, by sickness, or otherwise, then the said 
Titus Hosmer, or William Williams, Esquires, are to sup- 
ply the place, or places, of any or either of the said three 
gentlemen first named, in such manner that three of said 
Delegates, and three only, do attend said Congress at any 
One time ; and the said three Delegates, or any or either of 
them, who shall be present in said Congress, are hereby 
fully authorized and empowered to represent this Colony 
in said Congress, to consult, advise, and resolve upon mea- 
sures necessary to be taken and pursued for the defence, 
Security and preservation of the rights and liberties of the 
said United Colonies, and for their common safety; and of 
such their proceedings and resolves they do transmit au- 
theptick copies, from time to time, to the General Assembly 
of this Colony. That the said Delegates now appointed 
do repair to, and take their seats in said Congress, by the 
first day of January next, in case said Congress shall be 
then sitting, or as soon after as said Congress shall be con- 
vened ; and that the said gentlemen, who are now attend- 
ing said Congress in behalf of this Colony, do continue in 
their said office until the gentlemen now chosen, and di- 
rected to attend in manner aforesaid, shall arrive at said 
Congress. 
; " A true copy of Record, examined by 

" George Willys, Secretary." 
! A Letter from Mr. Lewis, dated January 8th, 1776, was 
read, recommending a stranger to the notice of Congress, 
'■ Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee 
on the qualifications of persons applying for Offices. 

Resolved, That a Member be appointed on the Com- 
mittee to draw up Instructions to the Officers in the Re- 
cruiting Service, in the room of Mr. Dyer. 

The ballots taken, Mr. McKean chosen. 

Resolved, That the several Petitions of gentlemen pray- 
ing to be appointed Officers in the Pennsylvania Battalions, 
be referred to the Committee on the qualifications of Offi- 
cers. 

An application being made in behalf of Mr. Juge, and 
the owner of a vessel lately arrived in Delaware, for leave 
to export Provisions to the amount of cargoes by them im- 
ported : 

Resolved, That this be referred to the Secret Commit- 
tee. 

Some Members of the Secret Committee being absent, 

Resolved, That two Members be added to that Com- 
mittee. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Hewes and Mr. Alexander. 

The Committee on the state of these Colonies brought 
in a partial Report, which was read, 

Whereupon, Resolved, That another Battalion be raised 
in the Colony of North-Carolina, in order to defeat any 
attempt which may be made in opposition to the measures 
recommended by the Continental Congress for the preser- 
vation of American liberty. 

. Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report 
be referred till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for taking into 
consideration, in a Committee of the Whole, the propriety 
of opening the Ports after the 1st of March next. 

Information being given to Congress by the Delegates 
of South- Carolina, that their Colony, being in want of 
Seamen, had given orders to offer high wages to such as 
would engage in .their service:; but lest this should cause 



uneasiness among the Seamen employed in the service of 
the Colonies, they thought it proper to inform the Con- 
gress thereof, and take their opinion and direction there- 
on. 

Resolved, That it be referred to a Committee of Five. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Huntington, 
Mr. Paine, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Floyd. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to fit out 
Armed Vessels be empowered to purchase and fit out a 
small Vessel, as a Tender for the Fleet fitted out. 

The Committee appointed to devise ways and means 
for procuring Powder from Providence, brought in a Re- 
port, with an account of a Cargo provided for that purpose 
by Messrs. Willing 8f Morris, amounting to 3,233.2 Dol- 
lars ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said Committee be authorized to 
give such Orders to the Captain of the Vessel fitted out 
for the service, as they may think proper. 

That an Order be drawn on theTreasurers, in favour of 
Messrs. Willing fy Morris, for the sum of 3,233.2 Dollars, 
in full for the Cargo shipped on board the Sloop Lady- 
Catharine, for the use of the Continent. 

The Committee on General Washington's Letters 
brought in their Report, which being taken into consider- 
ation, the Congress thereupon came to the following Reso- 
lutions: . 

Resolved, That the Paymaster General of the Army, at 
Cambridge, be empowered to draw his Bills upon the Pre- 
sident of the Congress, or, in their recess, upon the Com- 
mittee of Congress for that purpose appointed, for any 
sums of Money which may be deposited in his hands, not 
exceeding, in any one month, the monthly expense of the 
Army ; and that such Bills, countersigned by the General, 
or Commander-in-chief of the said Army, be accepted and 
paid. 

That the free Negroes who have served faithfully in the 
Army at Cambridge, may be reinlisted therein, but no 
others. 

That, if General Washington think proper, Colonel R. 
Gridley be continued Chief Engineer in the Army at Cam- 
bridge. 

That the pay of the Assistant Engineers in the Army 
at Cambridge be twenty-six Dollars and two-thirds per 
month. 

That there be but one Chaplain to every two Regiments 
of the Army at Cambridge, and that the pay of each Chap- 
lain be thirty-three and one-third Dollars per month. 

The Committee having desired leave to sit again, the 
same was granted. 

Sundry Members of the Committee on the qualifications 
of persons applying for Offices, being absent, 

Resolved, That four new Members be now chosen in 
the place of those who are absent. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Wolcott, for Connecticut, 
in the room of Mr. Dyer; Mr. Duane, for New- York, in 
the room of Mr. Jay; Mr. McKean, for the three lower 
Counties on Delaware, in the room i of Mr. Rodney ; and 
Mr. Rogers, for Maryland. 

Resolved, That Tlmrsday next be assigned for takinc 
into consideration the Report of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Resolved, That a list of the Committees to whom mat- 
ters are referred, and who have not reported, be made out, 
and laid upon the table. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-monw. 

Wednesday, January 17, 1776. 

A Petition from Renjamin Church was presented to 
Congress, and read. 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a Committee of 
Three. 

. The Members chosen, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Paca, and 
Mr. Hooper. 

A Petition from Ibbelson Hamar, an Officer, prisoner at 
Trenton, praying for leave to reside with Mrs. Hamar, at 
Mr. Stainforth's, near Strawberry-Hill, near Princeton, 
was read. 

Resolved, That the same be agreed to. 
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A Memorial from the Captains and Subalterns of the 
First Pennsylvania Battalion, complaining of the conduct 
of Colonel Bui!, was presented to Congress, and read. 

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Committee 
on the qualifications of Officers, and that they be directed 
to hear the parties, and report to Congress. 

A Letter from Messrs. P. Livingston, Alsop, and Lewis, 
dated 15th of January, informing that only four hundred 
and sixty -two quarter-casks of Powder were imported, being 
laid before Congress, was read. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the propriety of opening the Ports after the 
1st of March next ; and, after some time, the President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the Com- 
mittee^ h_ad_Laken into consideration the matter to them re- 
ferred, and had come to a Resolution, which he read in his 
place, and delivered in. 

The Report of the Committee being read, 

Ordered, That the same lie on the table. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to 
consider under what regulations and restrictions the Trade 
ofthese Colonies ought to be carried on, after the 1st of 
March next. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Morris, Mr. 
Lynch, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Sherman. 

Resolved, That a Member be added to the Committee 
appointed to confer with Mr. Romans. 

The Member chosen, Mr. Wolcott. 

The Committee appointed to prepare instructions for 
the Officers in the Recruiting Service, brought in their Re- 
port, which was read, and the same being taken into con- 
sideration, "the Congress thereupon came to the following 
Resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Colonels of the several Battalions 
ordered tolbelraised, do immediately order their Officers on 
Recruiting Service to such parts where they are best known, 
and have the greatest probability of success. 

That the Recruiting Officers ought to be careful to inlist 
none but healthy, sound, and able-bodied men, and not 
under sixteen years of age. 

That the Colonels of the several Battalions aforesaid, 
appoint some place, or places, of rendezvous, to which the 
Recruits^ may be sent, and where the Battalions may be 
quartered. 

That the greatest attention ought to be paid to the be- 
haviour of the Troops in Quarters, that they may give no 
reasonable cause of complaint. 

That the Quarters of the Troops be duly discharged 
once every week. 

That an allowance of pne Dollar and-a-third of a Dol- 
lar, per man, be made to the Recruiting Officers, in lieu 
of their expenses in recruiting, exclusive of the Subsistence- 
Money allowed then) ; and that, in case any men be in- 
listed contrary to the foregoing regulations, the pay they 
may have received, and the Subsistence-Money that may 
be paid for them, shall be stopped from the pay of such 
Recruiting Officers. 

Thatjtbe Colonels of the several Battalions to be raised 
in Pennsylvania be supplied with Money for the Recruit- 
ing Service by the Committee of Safety of said Colony, 
and disburse the "same to the several Recruiting Officers; 
the Colonels and other Officers to be accountable for what 
they shall receive, and all arrears they may fall into to be 
stopped from their pay. 

Resolved, That the sum of one Dollar and one-third of 
a Dollar, per "man, he allowed to the Officers of the First 
Pennsylvania Battalion for each man by them inlisted, who 
shall have passed muster. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers be empowered to advance 
to Mr. Regonvillc a sum not exceeding four hundred Dol- 
lars, taking his draft or bill on his agent for the same. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated January 13th, 
enclosing copies of Letters from General Wooster, Colonel 
Arnold, L and others, was laid before Congress, and read, 
containing an account of an unsuccessful attempt made to 
gain possession of Quebeck, by storm, on the 31st of De- 
cember, and of the death of General Montgomery. 

The Committee to whom the matter of South- Carolina, 



respecting the engaging of Seamen, was referred, brought 
in their Report, which was read. 

Adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, January 18, 1776. 

The Committee on the Petition of Doctor Chiirch, 
brought in their Report, which being taken into considera- 
tion, 

Resolved, That Governour Trumbuttbe jesiredjto give 
order for the removal of Doctor Church to some more 
comfortable place of confinement than that where he now 
is, if such can be found in that Colony; and that, for the 
advancement of his health, the said Doctor Church be per- 
mitted to ride out, at proper seasons, under a trusty guard, 
who will be careful to prevent his carrying on any corres- 
pondence, or doing any act prejudicial to the safety an3 
welfare of the United Colonies. 

A Letter from the Committee .of Frederick, enclosing 
sundry intercepted Letters of Connolly, taken on Doctor 
John Smith, one of Connolly's associates, and brought by 
the guard who had the charge of bringing down said Smith, 
was laid before Congress and read. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety of Pennsylvania, to take the examination. of Doc- 
tor Smith, and then commit him to safe and close confine- 
ment. _.. . ... ^ 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to 
take into consideration the Letter from Genera] Schuyler, 
of the 13th of January, with the enclosures, and report 
thereon to Congress. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Sher* 
man, Mr. Ward, and Mr. Samuel Adams, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, January 19, 1776. 

Resolved, That five new Members be added to the 
Committee of Claims, in the room of so many absent. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Wolcott, for Connecticut, in 
the room of Mr. Dean; Mr. Floyd, for New-York, in the 
room of Mr. Lewis; Mr. McKcan, for the three lower Coun- 
ties on the Delaware, in the room of Mr. Rodney ; Mr. 
Rogers, for Maryland, in the room of Mr, Jojinson; Mr. E. 
Rutledge, for South-Carolina, in the room of Mr. Gads- 
den. 

The Committee to whom the Letters from Lancaster 
were referred, brought in an answer, which heing read, was 
approved. 

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and forwarded. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on the matter of South- Carolina, respecting 
Seamen ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to Captain Cochran, 
who is arrived here for the purpose of recruiting Seamen, 
to pursue the following plan in the Inlisting Service in 
which he is employed by the Province of South- Carolina : 

That he offer to each able-bodied Seamen the wages of 
eight Dollars per month, and that he pay to them, upon 
inlisting, nine Dollars bounty, and, upon "Their, arrival in 
South-Carolina, the further bounty of five Dollars. 

That Captain Cochran repair immediately (o the camp 
at Cambridge, and take the advice and direction of General 
Washington on this affair, and proceed to Tnfist his Seamen 
in such parts of the country as will be the least prejudicial 
to the Continental service. ' 

That the President write to. General Washington^ , ac- 
quainting him with the situation of South- Carolina, the 
necessity that Colony is in for Seamen, aiuT desiring that 
he will please to forward this service. 

The Committee of Claims reported, thatihere is due, 

To the Committee of Berks County, for Provisions, 
Ammunition, &c, furnished to Rifle Companies, £11 14*. 
10(7., and for necessaries furnished the Prisoners from <SV, 
John's, the sum of £8 13s. 1 Id., amounting, in the whole, 
to £20 8s. 9d., (equal to 54.5 Dollars,) which ought to 
be paid to Doctor Jonathan Polls, 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurer in 
favour of the Delegates of South- Carolina, for the sum 
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..often thousand Dollars, which was ordered to be advanced 
to the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the Southern 
Department, the said Delegates to be accountable. 

The Council of Safety for the three lower Counties on 
Delaware, having recommended sundry gentlemen for 
Field-Officers of the Battalion ordered to be raised in that 
Colony, the Congress proceeded to the choice, when the 
following gentlemen were chosen : 

John Haslet, Esq., Colonel ; Gunning Bedford, Esq., 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee on the state of the Colonies ; and, where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That four Battalions be raised in the Colony 
of New-York, for the defence of that Colony, upon the 
same pay with those directed to be raised in the Province 
of Pennsylvania ; and that they be stationed as the Com- 
manding Officer of the New-York Department shall think 
best, to garrison the several Forts in that Province, from 
Crown-Point to the Southward, and to prevent depreda- 
tions upon Long-Island, and to promote the safety of the 
whole. 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Resolution be 
transmitted to the Council of Safety of New-York ; and 
that they be requested, with all possible expedition, to 
transmit to Congress the names of a number of gentlemen, 
at least two for each command, out of whom the Congress 
may elect Field-Officers for said Battalions. 

The Committee on Qualifications brought in a Report, 
which was agTeed to as follows: 

That Roger Stayner and George Jenkins be appointed 
First Lieutenants in Colonel Burt's Battalion. 

That the two eldest Ensigns, in the said Battalion, be 
Second Lieutenants, in lire room of the above. 

That Robert Allison, of Chester County, be appointed 
an Ensign in said Battalion. 

That Jacob Shallus be appointed Quartermaster of said 
Batta.lion.__ 

The Committee appointed to hear the complaints of the 
Officers of the First Pennsylvania Battalion against Colonel 
Bull, and Colonel Bull's defence, brought in their Report, 
which, after debate, was referred till to-morrow. 

The Committee to whom General Schuyler's Letter, 
of the 13th of January, with the enclosures, was referred, 
brought in their Report, which was taken into considera- 
tion : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the American Army in Canada be re- 
inforced with all possible despatch, as well for the security 
and relief of our friends there, as for better securing the 
rights and liberties not only of that Colony, but the other 
United Colonies. 

That an Express be sent to the Committee of Safety of 
New-Jersey, and an application made to that of Pennsyl- 
vania, immediately to quicken the Officers employed in 
levying the Forces directed to be raised in those Colonies, 
and marched to. Canada, and do all in their power to for- 
ward the service. And that the Committee of Inspection of 
the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, be requested forth- 
with to tse their utmost endeavours to aid Mr. J. Mease 
in procuring of the householders therein, such Blankets as 
may be spared from their respective families, for the use 
of the Battalion_desti. ed for this important expedition, at 
so severe a. season ; for which the owners shall be allowed 
the value of such Blankets, according to the estimation of 
the said Committee of Inspection. And that Colonel Bull. 
and Colonel Maxwell, do, without delay, march such of 
the Companies of their Battalions as are now ready, to 
General Schuyler. 

That General Washington be requested to detach from 
the camp at Cambridge, one Battalion, if the service there 
will permit him to spare one, with orders to march with 
the greatest expedition possible to Canada. 

That for the more speedy raising the Battalions ordered 
on the 8th of January, to be raised in the Colonies of New- 
Hampshire, Connecticut, New-York, and Pennsylvania, 
for the defence pf Canada, it be recommended Jo the Ge-. 
neral Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils, or Committees 
of Safety of those Colonies, respectively, to exert their 
utmost endeavours in raising the said Battalions, upon the 
same pay and. subsistence as the Army at Cambridge, and 



to furnish them with provisions, ammunition, and other 
necessaries, for expediting their march to Canada, and, for 
further encouraging the men more cheerfully to enter into 
the service of their country, to give a bounty of six Dollars 
and two-thirds to every able-bodied effective man, proper- 
ly clothed for the service, and having a good Firelock, 
with a bayonet and other accoutrements, and four Dollars 
to every soldier not having the like arms and. accoutre- 
ments ; the arms to be supplied by the Colony, and the 
cost to be deducted out of the soldiers' pay. And, also, 
to provide a blanket and haversack for. every inlisted sol- 
dier, and, moreover, to advance one month's pay to every 
officer and soldier before their march, that they may be 
able to purchase necessary clothing. 

That the first two Companies which shall be. complete, 
of every Battalion directed to be raised for the service in 
Canada, do inarch to that country so soon as they shall be 
ready, and be followed in the same numbers, with like 
expedition, by the rest of the corps. And, that it be re- 
commended to the General Assemblies, Conventions, and 
Councils, or Committees of Safety of the Colonies in which 
Battalions are directed to be raised, that they, respectively, 
attend to this business. 

The Committee desired leave to sit again, which was 
granted. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, January 20, 1776. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the Committee of Safety for Pennsylvania, for 
the sum of 15,000 Dollars, for the use of the Five Battalions 
to be raised in said Colony, the said Committee to be ac- 
countable. 



The Committee of Claims reported that there is due: 

To Captain Henry Shylock, for his expenses in bring- 
ing Doctor John Smith from Hagerslown, and for his ex- 
penses in returning home, the sum of 89.3 Dollars. 

To John Nelson, for his expenses in bringing the said 
Dr. Smith from the Little- Meadows to Hagerstown, and 
for his trouble in attending him to this city, with allowance 
of expenses in returning home, the sum of 75 Dollars. 

To Francis Johnson, Esq., for sundry expenses incur- 
red by guards for Powder, Wagons, iic, the sum of 38 
Dollars. 

To Thomas Dewees, for supporting several Prisoners, 
the sum of 43.2 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

A Memorial from Colonel Bull was read, setting forth, 
that "an attachment to liberty, and a regard for the rights 
of mankind, had induced him to take an active part in the 
present struggles for the defence of the same, and to offer 
his services as Colonel of the First Pennsylvania Batta- 
lion, which were accepted," but, that finding himself ill- 
treated by many of the officers in his corps, and that con- 
tinuing in the command might prejudice the service, he 
was obliged, by a regard to the publick interest, to beg 
leave to resign his commission, humbly requesting that the 
Congress would proceed to a determination on the Memo- 
rial exhibited against him, and declaring that " the present 
untoward circumstances shall not alter his conduct, nor 
abate bis zeal, and that whenever he shall be called upon 
again to serve his country, he shall with the greatest plea- 
sure obey the summons." 

The Committee on General Schuyler's Letter brought 
in a further Report, which being taken into consideration, 
the Congress came to the following Resolutions: 

Resolved, That General Washington be desired, to de- 
spatch a General Officer, if he can be spared from the ser- 
vice at Cambridge, to command the Army in Canada. 

That, it being necessary to procure a large quantity of 
specie for the operations in Canada, which cannot be suc- 
cessfully carried on without that article, it be recommend- 
ed to the General Assemblies, Conventions, and Councils, 
or Committees of Safety upon the Continent, to employ 
proper persons, within their respective Colonies, to. collect 
all the gold and silver coin they can, and inform Congress 
of the sum collected. 

That it will not be expedient, at present, to send a .Com- 
mittee of Congress to Canada. 

That the Committee of Secrecy be desired to despatch 
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one ton of gunpowder with the first Companies that shall 
march from Pennsylvania to Canada, and that Govern- 
our Trumbull be desired to send the like quantity of gun- 
powder with the first Detachment of Forces directed to 
march thither from Connecticut. 

That the losses sustained by Captain Hazen be ascer- 
tained by Commissioners to be appointed by the com- 
manding officer in Canada, and that the Commissioners 
report their proceedings, with the examination of the wit- 
nesses, and their own opinion thereon, to Congress. 

Thatjhe General Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils, 
or Committees of Safety of the Colonies in which Forces 
are directed to be raised for the service of Canada, be de- 
sired to raise, for the same service, one company of Mat- 
trosses, consisting of forty privates, in each Colony, under 
proper officers; and, where a company cannot be com- 
pleted, to raise as many as they can, under subaltern Offi- 
cers, in proportion to their numbers. 

That Genera! Wooster be desired to take possession of 
the Medicine Chest mentioned by Colonel Campbell, to be 
claimed by Doctor Beaumont, and, if it appear to him to be 
private property, to pay the value thereof to the owner. 

That the General Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils, 
or Committees of Safety, be desired to take the most effec- 
tual measures for recovering the Arms, Accoutrements, Bat- 
teaus, Tools, and other Stores of the Continent, said to have 
been carried off by some of the soldiers who have returned 
from Canada. 

That 12,500 Dollars be advanced to each of the Gene- 
ral Assemblies, or Councils, or Committees of Safely of the 
Colonies in which Forces are directed to be raised for the 
service of Canada, for the purpose of recruiting their re- 
spective Regiments. 

That from the necessity of the case, and to prevent 
delays, blank conrmrssions be issued by the President, for 
the FieldtOfficers, Captains, and Subalterns, who are to 
command the Battalions ordered to be raised for Canada, 
in New- Hampshire and Connecticut, to be filled up with 
the names of such gentlemen as shall be judged most pro- 
per by the Convention, or Committee of Safety of New- 
Hampshire, and by the Governour and Council of Con- 
necticut. 

That the foregoing Resolution be not drawn into a pre- 
cedent. 

That exclusive of Colonel Livingston and his Regiment, 
already determined upon, there be one thousand Canadian} 
more raised, for one year, or during the present disputes, 
at; six Dollars: and two-thirds bounty, and the usual pay, 
which number shall compose four Battalions, and form one 
Regiment ; five Companies of fifty men to each Battalion ; 
one Captain, one Lieutenant, and one Ensign to each 
Company; and four Majors, one Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
one Colonel-comrnaTidant to the whole Regiment. 

That the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania be de- 
sired to provide and despatch fifes and drums to Canada, 
for. the two Regiments directed to be raised in that Co- 
lony. 

Resolved, That Orders be drawn on the Treasurers, in 
favour of .the. Delegates of Ncio- Hampshire, for the above 
sum of 12,500 Dollars; and in favour of the Delegates of 
Connecticut for the Tike sum of 12,500 Dollars; and in 
favour of the Delegates of New- York for the like sum of 
12,500 Dollars, for the use of the Battalions to be raised 
for Canada; and that the said Delegates be desired to for- 
ward the said sums to their respective Colonies with all 
expedition ; the several Colonies to be accountable for the 
same. 

Resolved, That the President be directed to send an 
Express to General Schuyler, with a Letter, informing him 
of the measures the Congress have taken for the defence 
of Canada, and desiring him to forward the same to Ge- 
neral Wooster. 

That he likewise despatch an Express, with the like in- 
formation, to General Washington, to the Governour of 
Connecticut, and the Convention or Council of Safety of 
New-Jersey, New- York, and New-Hampshire. 

The Committee on Qualifications having recommended 
the following gentlemen for Ensigns in the First Pennsylva- 
nia Battalion, 7 viz: ^Nicholas Scull, Joseph Greenway, 
John Irvine, John Brice, Benjamin Mice, and Major Wal- 



broom ; the same were agreed to, and Commissions ordered 
to be given them accordingly. 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
supply the Delegates of New-Jersey with three hundred 
pounds of Powder, for the use of Colonel Maxwell's Bat- 
talion. 

Ordered, That the Delegates of New-Jersey be em- 
powered to call on Mr. T. Matlack, and receive from him 
a quantity of Flints, for said Battalion, and^a quantity of 
Ball or Lead, proportioned to three hundred pounds of 
Powder. 

That the Treasurers be directed, with all expedition, to 
send a trusty person with £1000, in Continental money , lp 
Samuel Patterson, Esq., near Christiana- Bridge, and re- 
ceive in exchange for the same so much in Silver and Gold. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday next. 

Monday, January 92, 1776. 

A Letter from General Washington, of the 1 1th of Janu- 
ary, 1776 ; two Letters from Lord Stirling, of the 18th and 
19th of January; one Letter from General Schuyler, dated 
10th January, enclosing a Letter from General Montgo- 
mery, of the 18th December, 1775, and eleven enclosures ; 
also, a Petition from John Sparling, being received, were 
read. 

Resolved,' That the above be referred to a Committee ojf 
Three. 

The Members chosen, Mr. W. Livingston, Mr. Hooper, 
and Mr. Adams. 

Ordered, That as the Commissary of the JFirst Penn- 
sylvania Battalion is out of Town, the Quartermaster of said 
Battalion be directed to furnish the Companies of said Bat- 
talion, on their march to Albany, with Provisions as well 
as Lodgings. 

Resolved, That the President be empowered to employ 
a Secretary, to be paid by the United Colonies.. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due, 
To Colonel Benedict Arnold, on account of his expenses 

in his expedition against Ticonderoga and Crown-Point, 

a balance amounting to 819 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the same be paid to Silas Deane, Esq. 

Resolved, That orders be sent to the Committee of 
Trenton to send General Prescott and Captain Chace, un- 
der a Guard, to Philadelphia. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
consider a proper method of paying a just tribute of grati- 
tude to the memory of General Montgomery. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Liv ingston, Doctor Frank- 
lin, and Mr. Hooper. 

The Congress proceeded to the election of Field-Offi- 
cers for the Second Canadian Regiment, and Moses Ha- 
zen, Esq., was unanimously elected Colonel-commandant ; 
Edward Antill, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Resolved, That the United Colonies wii! indemnify Cot- 
onel Hazen for any loss of half-pay he may sustain ip con- 
sequence of his entering into their service, .;__ 

Resolved, That the appointment of JVIajors, Captains, 
and Subaltern and Staff-Officers in the said Regiment, be 
left to the Commander-in-chief in Canada, with the advice 
of the General Officers in that country, and of Colonel JjfcL- 
zen, Lieutenant-Colonel Antill, and Mr. Price. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of Colonel 
Bull's application for leave to resign his comrnissiQtf; 
which, being read, was accepted. 

The Congress then proceeded to the election of a Colo- 
nel for the said First Pennsylvania Battalion, in the room 
of Colonel Bull, when John Philip DeHaas was elected. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and the same being read, was 
referred till to-morrow. 

A Memorial from Captain Duncan Campbell, a prisoner 
in the Jail of Philadelphia, being read. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of 'Pennsylvch 
nia be directed to release Captain Campbell on his parole j 
similar with that of the other Officers, -.- ; :!l ^v -=?« j; 

That Captain Campbell have leave to reside at Ltmcasjr 
ter, -■=- --*■■= =" 



Fourth Series. — Vol. it. 



104 



Wl 



CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, JANUARY 24, 1776. 



1652 



'•" Application being made in behalf of Lieutenant McDo- 
fiald, for leave to come to Philadelphia, and remain there 

jGve days, in order to transact some necessary business, 

& r jf&g&olved, That the same be granted. 
' Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

.-ss.-iifcJ •.,;.',-:.*'..--.' \, ,...•- TWtay, January 23, 1776. 

-'■'• A Letter from General Schuyler, of the 14th of January, 
'enclosing a Letter from General Arnold, was read : 
' Resolved, That an accountof the late repulse ourTroops 
met with, and the loss sustained in the unsuccessful attempt 
'dn Quebeck, be drawn up by the Secretary and laid before 
Congress. 

'tiesolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
prepare a Letter to the Canadians. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Livingston, Mr. Lynch, and 
Mr. Wilson. 

jtesolged, That the Articles of War be translated into 
Prenc(i, and 500 copies sent to Canada. 
i ' It bein£ represented to Congress that Mr. Hazen was 

fider parole to General Carlelon, the Congress proceeded 
the choice of a Colonel for the Second Canadian Regi- 
mem, when the ballots being taken, tdward Antill, £.sq., 
was elected Colonel-commandant. 

Resolved, That the appointment of Lieutenant-Colonel 
for said Regiment be left to the Commander-in-chief in 
Canqda, with the advice of the General Officers in that 
Country*, and Colonel Antill and Mr. Price. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due : 
To Adam J$c.e/, for Wagonage from Lancaster to Cam- 
bridge, with Captain Smith's Company of Riflemen, a ba- 
lance of 43.3 Dollars. 

To .Deborah Siddens, for Provisions, &ic v for Captain 
Ross's Company, the sum of 15.5 Dollars. 

T^o John Jer vis, for Ferriage, Ho.rse-hire, 8tc, the sum of 
12 Dollars." ... 

To the Committee of Rombouts Precinct, in Dutchess 
County, in the Colony of New- York, the sum of 129.4 
Dollars. 

To Robert Erwin, for Wagonage, 67 Dollars. 

To Timothy Matlack, for cash paid by him to Archibald 
Dick, the expenses of a guard over a Powder-Wagon, 16.4 
Dollars. . . 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, which was recommitted. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
iri favour of the C^ommjttee of Safety of the three lower 
Counties on Delaware, for the sum of 3000 Dollars, for 
the use of the Battalion ordered to be raised there, the said 
Committee to be accountable for the expenditure. 
■ ;The Committee to whom sundry Letters were yesterday 
referred, brought in their Report, which was read. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

— — * " Wednesday, January 24, 1776. 

A Letter from the Committee of Trenton, of January 

23d was read. 

.*4HU6SLI .SWOT ■ f. ;... v ip ■■ 
The. Secretary laid before Congress an account of the 

repulse our Troops met with in their attempt on Quebeck, 

WJ.S reach 

Ordered, That the same be published. 

An .Account of the Repulse our Troops met with in their 
attempt on Quebeck, the 31st December, 1775, published 
by Congress. 

WMs HlSSfM. .( rom ,CoM«rfa.briiig an account of an unsuc- 
cessfu] aUempt made to gam possession of Quebeck by 
stor m, oh the" 31st December last, between the hours of 
two "ancTseven, In the morning. 

The General, finding his cannon too light to effect a 
breach, and that the enemy would not hearken to terms of 
capitulation, formed a deshjn for carrying the town by esca- 
lade. In Dm he was encouraged by the extensiveness of 
the works and the weakness of the garrison. When every 
thing wa^ prepared, while he was waiting the opportunity 
of a snow-storm to carry the design into execution, seve- 
ral men deserted to the enemy. His plan at first was to 
have attacked the upper and lower town at the same time, 
depending principally for success against the upper town. 



But discovering from the motions of the enemy, that they 
were apprized of his design, he altered his plan ; and hav- 
ing divided his little army into four detachments, ordered 
two feints to be made against the upper town, one by Col- 
onel Livingston, at the head of the Canadians, against St. 
John's Gate ; the other by Captain Brown, at the head of 
a small detachment, against Cape- Diamond ; reserving to 
himselfand Colonel Arnold the two principal attacks agaiflst 
the lower town. 

At five o'clock, the hour appointed for the attack, the 
General, at the head of the Neiv- York Troops, advanced 
against the lower town at Aunce de Mere. Being obliged 
to take a circuit, the signal for the attack was given, and 
the garrison alarmed, before he reached the place. How- 
ever, pressing on, he passed the first barrier, and was just 
opening to attempt the second, when, by the first fire 
from the enemy, he was unfortunately killed, together with 
his Aid-de-camp, Captain John Macpher son, Capt. Cheese- 
man, and two or three more. This so dispirited the men, 
that Colonel Campbell, on whom the command devolved, 
found himself under the disagreeable necessity of drawing 
them off. 

In the mean while, Colonel Arnold, at the head of about 
three hundred and fifty of those brave troops who with un- 
paralleled fatigue had penetrated Canada under his com- 
mand, and Captain Lamb's Company of Artillery, had 
passed through St. Roques, and approached near a two- 
gun battery, without being discovered. This he attacked ; 
and though it was well defended for about an hour, car- 
ried it with a loss of a number of men. In this attack Col- 
onel Arnold had the misfortune to have his leg splintered 
by a shot, and was obliged to be carried to the Hospital. 
After gaining the battery, his detachment passed on to a 
second barrier, which they took possession of. By this 
time the enemy, relieved from the other attacks, by our 
troops being drawn off, directed their whole force against 
this detachment ; and a party sallying out from Palace- 
Gate, attacked them in the rear. 

These brave men sustained the force of the whole gar- 
rison for three hours; but finding themselves hemmed in, 
and no hopes of relief, they were obliged to yield to num- 
bers, and the advantageous situation the garrison had over 
them. 

No regular return is yet come to hand ; but by the ad- 
vices received, we learn, that our loss, in killed and wound- 
ed, amounts to about sixty, and three hundred taken pri- 
soners, who are treated very humanely. Among the slain 
are Captain Hendricks and Lieutenant Humphreys, of the 
Riflemen, and Lieutenant Coopury' 

After this unfortunate repulse, the remainder of the Army 
retired about three miles from the city, where they have 
posted themselves advantageously, and are continuing the 
blockade, waiting for reinforcements, which are now on their 
march to join them. 

Every possible mark of distinction was shown to the 
corpse of General Montgomery, who was interred in Que- 
beck, on the 2d January. 

Resolved, That such of the Soldiers, ordered to Canada, 
as are manned, and are desirous of having part of their pay 
given to their Wives, be indulged ; and that the Captains 
be directed, in future payments of such Soldiers to deduct 
such part out of their Monthly Pay. 

Resolved, That the President be desired to inform Ge- 
neral Schuyler, that the return of Cannon, mentioned in his 
letter of December 21st, is mislaid, and that, therefore, he 
be desired to make a return to Congress as soon as may be, 
of all the Cannon and Artillery at Crown-Point and Ticon- 
deroga, exclusive of those taken by Colonel Knox, for Ge- 
neral Washington. 

Resolved, That Mr. Bankson be appointed a First Lieu- 
tenant in the room of Mr. Morgan, who is in the. country. 

Information being given to Congress, that some Soldiers 
in the First Pennsylvania Battalion, now ordered to march 
immediately to Canada, are not supplied with Arms : 

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of said Batta- 
lion be directed to make a Return of the Arms of said Bat- 
talion, and ; how many are wanting, to the President of the 
Committee of Inspection and Observation for the City and 
Liberties of Philadelphia. 

That the said Committee be desired to use their utmost 
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influence to provide good Arms for such of said Battalion 
as may want them. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Seven be appointed to 
consider the propriety of establishing a War-Office, and 
the powers with which the said Office should be vested. 

The Members, Mr. "Lynch, Mr. Franklin, Mr. E. Rut- 
ledge, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Ward, Mr. S. Adams, and Mr. 
Morris. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to the 
Inhabitants of Canada, reported a draft, which being read 
and considered, was approved, as follows: 

Friends and Countrymen : Our former address to you 
pointed out our rights and grievances, and the means we 
have in our power, and which we are authorized by the 
British Constitution to use, in the maintenance of the 
former, and to obtain a redress of the latter. 

We have, also, shown you, that your liberty, your ho- 
nour, and your happiness, are essentially and necessarily 
connected with the unhappy contest which we have been 
forced into for the defence of our dearest privileges. 

We see with Inexpressible joy the favourable manner in 
which you have received the just and equitable remonstran- 
ces of your friends and countrymen, who have no other 
views than those of strengthening and establishing the cause 
of liberty. The services you have already rendered the 
common cause deservemir acknowledgments, and we feel 
the just obligation your conduct has imposed on us to make 
our services reciprocal. 

The best of causes are subject to vicissitudes ; and dis- 
appointments have ever been inevitable. Such is the lot of 
human nature. But generous souls, enlightened and warmed 
with the sacred fire of liberty, become more resolute qs 
difficulties increase ; and surmount, with irresistible ardour, 
every obstacle that stands .between them and the favourite 
object of their wishes. 

We will never abandon you to the unrelenting fury of 
your and our enemies, ._ Two battalions have already re- 
ceived orders to march to Canada, a part of which are now 
on their route. Six additional battalions are raising in the 
Untied Colonies, for the same service, and will receive 
orders to proceed to your Province. as soon as possible. 
The whole of these troops will probably arrive in Canada 
before the Ministerial army under General Carleton can 
receive any succours. Exclusive of the forces beforemen- 
tibned, we have directed jhat measures be immediately 
taken to embody two regiments in your country. Your 
assisjance in the support and preservation of American 
liberty affords us the most sensible satisfaction ; and we 
flatter ourselves that you will seize with zeal and eagerness 
the favourable moment to co-operate in the success of so 
glorious an enterprise. And if more considerable forces 
should become requisite, they shall not fail being sent. 

At this period you must De convinced that nothing is so 
essential to guard orrr'interests and liberty as efficacious 
measures to combine our mutual forces, in order that, by 
sucrra union of succour and counsels, we may be able to 
baffle the endeavours of an enemy who, to weaken, may 
attempt to divide us. To this effect we advise and exhort 
you to establish Associations, in your different Parishes, of 
the same nature with those which have proved so salutary 
to the United Colonies ; to elect Deputies to form a Pro- 
vincial Assembly; and that said Assembly be instructed to 
appoint Delegates to represent them in this Congress. We 
flatter ourselves with the prospect of the happy moment 
when the standard of tyranny shall no longer appear in this 
land; and we live in .full, hopes that it will never hereafter 
find shelter, in. North- America- 

Signed in the name and by order of Congress : 

John Hancock, President. 

■ Philadelphia, January 24, 1776. 

Ordered, That it be immediately translated and printed. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn.pn. the Treasurers, in 
favour of Mr. Carpenter Wharton, for the sum of one thou- 
sand Dollars, to_enable him to supply the First Fennsyha- 
nt'sfiattalion with Provisions on their march to Albany; he 
to be accountable. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to pre- 
pare an Address to the Inhabitants of the United Colonies. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Wilson, Mr. 
Hooper, Mr. Duorne, ajnTMr, Alexander. 



Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers^ in 
favour of Colonel Hazen, for sum of 533J Dollars, he fa 
be accountable. 

That a like Order be drawn in favour of Colonel Antilly 
for the sum of 200 Dollars. 

That the sum of 2666§ Dollars, in specie, De advancer] 
to Colonel Hazen, for the use of the Battalion to be by 
him raised in Canada. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, January 25, 1776. 

A Letter from the Committee of Trenton, dated the 23d 
of January ; a Letter from Ibbetson Hamar, dated January 
23 ; a Letter from Dr. Richard Huddleston, of the same 
date; and a Letter from the Committee of Lan cast er, of 
the 22d of January, enclosing an answer from the Officers 
to the Resolutions of Congress, were read. 

Resolved, That the foregoing be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence. 

A Letter from Colonel Maxwell, respecting the unpre- 
pared state of his Battalion, being read : 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, in 
favour of the Committee of Trenton, for the sum of 4000 
Dollars, for the purchase of Ar.ms_ for. Colonel Maxwell's 
Battalion, the said Committee to; be accountable.. 

Resolved, That the President write to^ the saijjj Cpmmit- 
tee, and to Mr. Lowrey, stimulating them to furnish Colonel 
Maxwell with the articles necessary for their march ; jmjj 
that the President write to CofoneYMaxwell, and direct hirn 
to send forward to Albany the first Company that can be 
got ready, and that he cause the other Companies to march 
with like expedition, as fast as they can be got ready. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
take the examination of General Prescott and Captain 
Chace, who are now arrived at Philadelphia, and report 
to Congress. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Adams, Mr. Ward, and Mr, 
Sherman. _: 

The Committee appointed to consider of a proper me- 
thod of paying a just tribute of gratitude" to the memory 
of General Montgomery, brought in their Report, which, 
being taken into consideration, was agreed to, as follows^ 

It being not only attribute of gratitude justly due to the 
memory of those who have peculiarly distinguished them- 
selves in the glorious cause of liberty, to perpetuate their 
names by the most durable Monuments erected to their 
honour, but, also, greatly conducive to inspire posterity 
with an emulation of their illustrious actions: 

Resolved, That, to express the vene ration of the U nited 
Colonies for their late General, Richard Montgomery, and 
the deep sense they entertain of the many signal and im- 
portant services of that gallant officer, who, after a series 
of successes, amidst the most discouraging difficulties, fell, 
at length, in a gallant attack upon Quebeck, the Capital of 
Canada, and for transmitting to future ages, as examples 
truly worthy of imitation, his patriotism, condu ct, boldne ss 
of enterprise, insuperable perseverance, and contempt of 
danger and death, a Monument be procured^ KomParis, 
or any other part of France, with an^iriscriptiorj, sacred to 
his memory, and expressive of his amiable character and 
heroick achievements ; and that the Continental Tr easurer s 
be directed to advance a sum, not exceeding three ''hundred 
Pounds sterling, to Dr. Benjamin Franklin, (who is de- 
sired to see this Resolution properly executed,) for defray- 
ing the expenses thereof. 

That Dr. Smith be desired to prepare and deliver a Fu- 
neral Oration in honour of General" Montgomery, and of 
those Officers and Soldiers who so TTrcrgnanrrrrously fought 
and fell with him in maintaining the principles of American 
liberty. „,,„ 1 , ; „ ; _„., 

Resolved, That the direction of lhe Fleet fitted out by 
the order of Congress be left to the Harine Committee. 

A Letter from General Washington, dated the T4tlTo7 
January, was laid before Congress, and read. 

Resolved, That it be referred Jor consjde rajion to the. 
Committee of Correspondence. f 

Resolved, That Mr. James Mease be appointed Com- 
missary to supply the Battalions ordered to be raised in 
Pennsylvania with the articles allowed by Congress; he 
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to be allowed one and one-fourth per centum, in full of all 
charges for the money passing through his hands, and to 
give security for the just and faithful expenditure of the 
same. 

That Mr. Lynch and Mr. Allen be appointed to take 
the security. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, in 
Tavour of the Delegates of North- Carolina, for the sum of 
ten thousand Dollars, for the use of the Battalions ordered 
to be raised in thatjColony. 

The Committee appointed to take the examination of 
General Prescott and Captain Chace, made report of their 
proceedings. 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau be requested to re- 
lieve the guard from Trenton, who have charge of General 
Prescott and Captain Chace, with a trusty guard from his 
Battalion. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to take the 
examination of General Prescott and Captain Chace, be 
directed to inquire particularly into the conduct and cha- 
racter of General Prescott ; to consult the Letters of Ge- 
neral Washington, General Schuyler, and General Mont- 
gomery, respecting him ; and report to Congress. 

Resolved, That the Fortification at Crown-Point be not 
repaired; and that the Fortress at Ticonderoga be re- 
paired and made defensible ; and that General Schuyler be 
desired to make return to Congress, as soon as may be, of 
the size and number of Cannon that will be necessary to 
fortify that place. 

The Congress being informed that there are some cir- 
cumstances attending the parole given by Mr. Hazen, 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to inquire 
into the particulars. 

The Committee returned, and reported, that, upon in- 
quiry, they find jhe parole was given while he was in close 
custody; that, notwithstanding the parole, he was still con- 
tinued in thff same confinement, and kept confined till re-, 
leased by General Montgomery, after gaining possession of 
Montreal. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Resolutions passed on Monday 
stand ; and that those passed on Tuesday, respecting the 
appointment of Colonel and Lieutenant-Colonel of Cana- 
dian Regiments, be expunged. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, January 26, 1776. 

A Letter from General Lee, dated 22d January, enclos- 
ing a Letter from the Committee of Safety of Neiv- York, 
being received, was read. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
consider what allowance ought to be made for paying the 
Troops in New-Jersey and Pennsylvania, and report to 
Congress. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Ward, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. 
Allen. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the 
Middle Department, for the sum of one thousand Dollars; 
they to be accountable. 

A Petition from sundry persons, respecting the Inlisting 
Apprentices, was presented and read. 

The ^Congress taking into consideration the Letter from 
General Lee, with the enclosure : 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
repair to Neiv- York, to consult and advise with the Coun- 
cil of Safety of New-, York and General Lee, respecting the 
immediate jeferjee of the said City; and that General Lee 
be directedLio. fojtow the determination of the said Commit- 
tee thereupon. 

That it_be an instruction. to the said Committee, in case 
the City cannot be defended, that they earnestly recom- 
mend it tpjbg jnjiabjjants immediately to remove their most 
valuable effects to a place of safety. 

That the said Committee be further instructed to consult 
with General Lee and .the Committee of Safety of New- 
York, about the Fortifications on Hudson's River, and 
about fortifying the pass "at Hell-gate. 

The Committee appointed Mr. Harrison, Mr. Lynch, 
and Mr. .Allen., 



A Letter from Fort-Pitt, dated the 15th of January, 
with enclosures, were read. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, January 27, 1776. 

A Letter from General Washington, 19th January, with 
four enclosures. 

Resolved, That the same be referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. 
Sherman, Mr. Ward, and Mr. & Adams. 

A Letter from the Committee of Trenton, dated 24th 
January, with an enclosure ; a Letter from Lord Stirling, 
dated 25th January ; and a Letter from Mr. Lowrey, dated 
24th January, were read, and referred to the same Com- 
mittee. 

Resolved, That a Committee of two be appointed to 
confer with Colonel Hazen. 

The Members chosen, Mr. A dams and Mr. Duane. _ 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to 
Colonel C. Wynkoojp, for expenses~in bringing a party of 
Prisoners from St. John's, the sum of 765.7 Dollars, of 
which 86.2 Dollars ought to be. charged to the Officers of 
the said party of Prisoners, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Inspection of Esopus, 
or Kingston, be directed to supply the Prisoners there with 
necessary Clothing, and also to provide them with Lodg- 
ing and Provisions, not exceeding the rations allowed to 
Privates in the Continental Army, on the most reasonable 
terms they can. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to 
take into consideration the Report of the Commissioners 
for Indian Affairs in the Middle Department, and the state 
of the Indians in the said Department, and report. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Paine, Mr. Wil- 
son, Mr. Duane, and Mr. Rogers. 

Resolved, That a Commissiornissue to Cayashota, giving 
him the rank of a Colonel, and that a silver Gorget be 
presented to him. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Report of 
the Committee on the case ofM ; r. Juge, 

Resolved, That Mr. Juge l)e permitted to export the 
produce or manufactures of the Province of Maryland, 
(Horned Cattle, Hogs, Sheep, and Poultry excepted) to 
any port or place whatsoever, (except to Great Britain, 
Ireland, British Isles, the British West-Indies, and for the 
supply of the British Army orTJavy in America,) to the 
amount of the Canvass imported by him into the said Pro- 
vince ; the said value to be ascertained by the Committee of 
Inspection and Observation for the County of Baltimore. 

Resolved, nevertheless, That the Indulgence, in this in- 
stance, ought not to be drawn into example, the same being 
granted to Mr. Juge on account of the peculiar circum- 
stances of his case ; and that the said Mr. Juge be enjoin- 
ed, by the aforesaid Committee~of Baltimore, to avoid, if 
possible, all British Ships-of-War and Armed Cutters On 
his voyage. 

A Memorial from H. Keppele and John Steinmetz, being 
laid before Congress, and read, 

Resolved, That the same be referred to a Committee of 
Three. 

The Members chosen, Mr, Ward, Mr. Alexander, and 
Mr. Wythe. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
take into consideration the matter of inlisting Apprentices, 
and persons in debt, and report thereon to Congress. 

The Members chosen, Mr. McKean, Mr. Paine, and 
Mr. Wythe. 

The Committee to whom part of the Report on the Trea- 
ty held with the Indians at Albany, and the Letter from V. 
P. Douw, Esq., was recommitted, brought in their Report, 
which being taken into consideration, the Congress, there- 
upon, came to the following Resolutions" 

Resolved, That in order to preserve the friendship and 
confidence of the Indians, and to prevent their suffering for 
want of the necessaries of life, a suitable assortment of In- 
dian Goods, to the amount of £40,000 sterling, be import- 
ed on account and risk of the United Colonies. 

That the said Goods, when imported, he divided amonc 
the different Departments, in the_ following proportions, viz : 



1657 



CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, JANUARY 30, 1776. 



1658 



For the Northern Department, comprehending Canada, the 
value of £13,333 6s. 8d. sterling; for the Middle Depart- 
ment, the like value, and the residue for the Southern De- 
partment. 

That in order to pay for the said Goods, a quantity of 
produce of these Colonies be exported to some foreign Eu- 
ropean market, where it will sell to the best advantage. 

That the Secret Committee be empowered to contract 
with proper persons for importing said Goods, and for ex- 
porting produce to pay the same. 

That the said Goods, when imported, be delivered to 
the Commissioners of Indian Affairs for the respective 
Departments, or their order, in the proportions before men- 
tioned. 

That the respective Commissioners, or such of them as 
can conveniently' assemble for that purpose, shall, as the 
Goods arrive, fix a price, adding to the first cost, interest, 
the charge of insurance, and all other charges ; and, also, a 
commission, not exceeding two and-a-half per cent, on the 
first cost, for their own care and trouble in receiving, storing 
and selling thern among the Indian traders ; butsuch Com- 
missioners as are at the same time members of Congress, 
shall not be burdened with this part of the business, nor 
receive any part of the aforesaid commission. 

That no person shall be permitted to trade with the In- 
dians without license from one or more of the Commission- 
ers of each respective Department. 

That all traders shall dispose of their Goods at such 
stated reasonable prices, as shall be fixed and ascertained 
by the Commissioners, or a majority of such as can con- 
veniently assemble for that purpose, in each respective 
Department, and shall allow the Indians a reasonable price 
for their skins and furs, and take no unjust advantage of 
their distress or intemperance ; and, for this purpose they 
shall, respectively, upon receiving their licenses, enter into 
bond to the Commissioners, for the use of the United Co- 
lonies, in such penalty, as the acting Commissioners, or 
Commissioner, shall think proper, conditioned for the per- 
formance of the terms and regulations above prescribed. 

That to such .licensed traders only, the respective Com- 
missioners shajl deliver the Goods, so to be imported, in 
such proportions as they shall judge will best promote a 
fair trade, and relieve the necessities of the Indians. 

That every trader, on receiving the Goods, shall pay to 
the Commissioners in hand, the price at which they shall 
be estimated ; and the Commissioners shall, from time to 
time, as the money shall come to their hands, transmit the 
same to_ the Continental Treasurers, deducting only the 
allowance for their trouble as aforesaid. 

That the trade with the Indian nations shall be carried 
on at such posts, or places only, as the Commissioners for 
each Department shall, respectively, appoint. 

That these Resolutions shall not be construed to prevent 
or debar any private person from importing goods for the 
Indian trade, under the restrictions expressed in the Asso- 
ciation. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday. 

Monday, January 29, 1776. 

A Letter from Governour Trumbull, dated January the 
20th, being received, was read. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of James Mease, Commissary, for the sum of five 
thousand Dollars, for the use of the Battalions ordered to 
be raised in Pennsylvania. 

The ConiTniUee to whom were referred the Letter from 
General Washington, dated the 19th instant, with the Pa- 
pers therein mentioned, and the Letter from Lord Stirling, 
dated the 24th of the same month, and the Letter from 
Mr. Tucker, Chairman of the Committee of Safety of New- 
Jersey, dated the day last mentioned, brought in their 
Report: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the applications made by General Wash- 
ington to the Governments of Netv- Hampshire, Massachu- 
setts-Buy, andJJomiecticut, in such an exigency, to raise 
a Regiment in^each of those Colonies for the service of 
Canada, were^ruUent, consistent with his duty, and a fur- 
ther manifestation of his commendable zeal for the good of 
his country^ "that, the ready attention of the said Govern- 
ments to those: applications, and the alacrity with which 



they undertook, and the expedition with which they proceed 
in the business, are additional proofs of their meritorious 
attachment to the common cause, and may produce signal 
publick advantages ; and that it be recommended to the 
General Assembly of Massachusetts-Bay, to raise the like 
number of Matrosses, and in the Jike man ner, and that both 
these and the additional Regiment there, be inlisted on the 
same terms as those directed to be raised for this service 
in New- Hampshire, Connecticut, New-Yorlc, and Penn- 
sylvania; and for this purpose, that twelve thousand jive 
hundred Dollars be advanced Jo the Delegates of Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, and forwarded by* them, with blank Military 
Commissions for the Field-Officers, Captains, and Subal- 
terns, signed by the President, to the said General Assem- 
bly. ^ 

That thethree Regiments to be raised in Neiv -Hamp- 
sMrc, Massachusetts-Bay, and Connecticut, for the service 
in Canada; be exclusive of the thirteen intendejTto rein- 
force the Army at Cambridge. 

That the loss of and damage to such Fire- Arms, belong- 
ing to the Soldiers in the service of the Continent, as shall 
happen not through carelessness or other misbehaviour, the 
value being ascertained in a proper manner, to be provided 
by the General Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils, or 
Committees of Safety of the United Colonies, respectively, 
be made good to the owners; and that their Arms, after 
their time of service is expired, be not detained from them._ 

That the alertness, activity and good conduct of Lorcl 
Stirling, and the forwardness and spirit of the gentlemen, 
and others, from Elizabethtown, who voluntarily assisted 
him in taking the Ship Blue-Mountain- Valley, were laud- 
able and examplary; and that his Lordship be directed to 
secure the capture until the further order of the Congress ; 
and that, in the mean time, he cause such part of the load- 
ing as would otherwise perish, to be disposed of by sale. 

The Committee desired leave to sit again, which was 
granted. 

A Petition from Doctor Wheelock, being laid before Con- 
gress, was read, and referred to the Committee o n In dian 
Affairs in the Middle Department. 

The Committee on the Inlistment of Apprentices, &ic^ 
brought in their Report, which, after debate, was recom- 
mitted. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to 
Hugh McCleneghan, an Express from Pittsburgh, for ex- 
penses, &c, the sum of 46.2 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

Resolved, That General Prescott be committed to, and 
kept in close confinement in the Jail oTPIiiladelphia, till 
further -orders of Congress. _._„_' __!_"_ ^ 

That Captain Chace be remanded to Trenton, and per- 
mitted to reside with the other Officers on his parole. 

A Memorial and Proposal of 'Captain John Nelson, re- 
specting a Company of Riflemen, was presented to Con- 
gress, and read. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to confer 
with Captain Nelson. ... . __ __/_ 

The Members, Mr. Morton, Mr. Wisner, "and Mr. Sher- 
man. . ... ,..,„, . , ; . . ;. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, January 30, 1776. 

Resolved, That Doctor Cadivallader and Dr7W.Ship- 
pen, Jun., be desired to inspect the raolrToTtheTaTrw ; here 
General Prescott is confined, and inquire into the state of 
his health, and report to Congress. 

The Committee appointed to confer with Captain Mel- 
son brought in their Report, which was taken into consi- 
deration, and thereupon, 

Resolved, That Captain Nelson's Company of Riflemen, 
now raised, consisting of one Captain, three Lieutenants, 
four Sergeants, four Corporals, and seventy Privates, be 
inlisted for the service of Canada, on the same terms as 
the other Troops ordered for that service, and that they 
march to Canada, and join a Regiment there as soon as 
possible: that they be allowed one-quarter of a Dollar per 
day, for their subsistence on their march to Albany. 

That six Dollars and two-thir ds o f a Do llar bou nty, be 
paid to each non-Commissioned Officer and Soldier, who 
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is furnished with sufficient Arms, Accoutrements, and 
Clothing for the service, upon their entering into the ser- 
vice of the Colonies, and one month's pay to the Coro- 
nyissjoned Officers, 

That nine hundred Dollars be advanced to said Captain 
Nelson for that purpose, and for the subsistence of said 
Company on their march to Reading. 

That the sum of seven hundred Dollars be sent to the 
Committee of Inspection at Reading : that said Committee 
pay one month's wages to the non-Commissioned Officers 
and Soldiers upon their arrival there, and deliver the residue 
of said sum to Captain Nelson, for the subsistence of said 
Company in their march from thence to Albany; he to 
account for what money he receives with General Schuyler, 
at Albany. 

The Officers of said Company are, John Nelson, Cap- 
tain ; Moses Decker, First Lieutenant ; Adam Oil, Second 
Lieutenant ; Isaac Newkirk, Third Lieutenant. 

The Committee, to whom General Washington's Letter, 
of the 14th of January, was referred, brought in their Re- 
port, which was read, and thereupon, 

Resolved, That all the Tent-Cloth which can be pro- 
cured in Philadelphia and Netv-York, be purchased for 
the Congress, and that the quantity necessary for the en- 
suing campaign in the Army before Boston, be forwarded 
thither, if so much is to be had. 

That it be recommended to the several Assemblies in 
JSfewzEngland, to assist the General in procuring Arms ; 
and that the thaqks of the Congress be given to such of 
them. as havealready done so. 

Resolved, That Mr. James Mease, in Philadelphia, and 
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Alsop, and Mr. S. Morris, the Committee 
appointed to purchase Clothing in New- York, be directed 
to carry the former Resolution into execution. 

The Comrnittee_on the Inlistment of Apprentices, he, 
brought in their Report, which was taken into considera- 
tion, and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That no Apprentice whatsoever be inlisted 
within the Colonies of New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, the 
Counties on Delaware, or Maryland, as a Soldier in the 
Army or Navy of the United Colonies, without the consent 
of his master or mistress first obtained in writing ; and that 
all Apprentices now inlisted as Soldiers in the said Army 
or Navy, without such consent, be immediately discharged 
from the service, on the application of their masters or 
mistresses, upon payment of all just and reasonable charges 
of their inlistment. 

That it be recommended to all creditors, whose de- 
mands against anjrperson who is inlisted, or shall inlist, in 
the Continental service, shall not amount to the value of 
35 Dollars, not to arrest any such debtor till the expira- 
tion of the time for which he is inlisted. 

That every person under the age of twenty-one years, 
inlisting himself inThe^Army or Navy aforesaid, may, within 
twenty-four hours"after such inlistment, obtain his dis- 
charge, by refunding the money received from the Recruit- 
ing Officer, and returningsuch necessaries as may have been 
supplied him by the Officer, or the value thereof in money. 

Ordered, That these Resolutions be published. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers 
for the sum of 1000 Dojlars, to discharge a draft of the 
Paymaster-General, Tor so much deposited with him, for 
the use of the United Colonies. 

Resolved, That a^Committee of Five be appointed to 
take into considerajion an application from the Committee 
of Safety of New-York. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Ward, Mr. Paine, Mr. Paca, 
Mr. Lee, and Mr, Rodney. 

Resolved, That a Member be added to the Committee 
of Correspondence. Mr. R. Morris was chosen. 

Resolved, That the Committee for fitting out Aimed 
Vessels be empowered to draw on the Treasurers for a sum 
not exceeding 30,000 Dollars, in order to discharge sundry 
debts by them contracted. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, January 31, 1776. 

Sundry Letters, viz : one from Lord Stirling, dated the 
27th of January; one from the Committee of Trenton, of 



the 30th ; one from Colonel A. St. Clair, of the 27th ; and 
one from Colonel Maxwell, of the 31st of the same month, 
were laid before Congress, and read. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Two be appointed to con- 
fer with Colonel Maxivell, respecting the state of his Regi- 
ment, and report the means of facilitating and hastening his 
march. .-.- —- -_ — 

The Members chosen, Mr. Livingston and Mr. Wilson. 

T)t.Cadwallader and Dr. Shippen returned their Report, 
respecting the room where General Prescott is confined, 
and the state of the General's health, which was read. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Letter from 
Colonel St. Clair, respecting the inlistment of some of the 
Prisoners at Lancaster, 

Resolved, That the Prisoners who have been inlisted 
into the Continental Army be discharged, and that no 
more be inlisted. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above be sent to the Com- 
mittee of Lancaster. 

The Committee to whom sundry Letters were referred, 
on the 27th instant, from General Washington and others, 
brought in their Report ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mr. Barbarie, owner of the Sloop and 
Cargo said to have been takenby the enemy, and retaken 
by one of the Continental vessels-of-war, ought to make 
and prosecute his claim to the same, before the Court ap- 
pointed, or to be appointed by the Government of the Co- 
lony to which the said Sloop and Cargo were carried, to 
hear and determine causes civil and maritime, where a pro- 
cess ought to be instituted to confirm the re-capture and 
adjust the salvage. 

The Committee appointed to confer with Colonel Max- 
well, brought in their Report: whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas_Lowrey, Commissary for 
the Battalions in New-Jersey, be directed to procure all 
necessaries, except arms, for Colonel Maxwell's Regiment, 
immediately; and that the cost of the clothing, and other 
articles absolutely essential, which the non-Commissionei 
Officers and Privates are to pay for, be by the said Com- 
missary procured forthwith, the cost thereof to be deducted 
out of the pay of the said non-Commissioned = Officers and 
Soldiers; and that the Convention, or_Cojnmittee of Safe- 
ty of New-Jersey, do get the Arms, already ordered, with 
all possible expedition, and afford Mr, Lowrey all assistance 
in the execution of the above. 

That the Company in the said Regiment which is near- 
est being furnished, be supplied by any Arms and neces- 
saries in the said Battalion, and marched off for Canada, 
and that the other Companies be furnishedland marched as 
soon as possible. 

The Congress, taking into consideration the Letter from 
Lord Stirling, 

Resolved, That the private adventures of the Captain 
and Mates of the Transport, Blue-Mountain- Valley, be de- 
livered up to them. 

The Delegates for Massachusetts-Bay laid before Con- 
gress an account of their appointment, by which it appears 
that the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire, Mr. Samuel 
Adams, John Adams, Esq., Robert Treat Paine, Esq., 
Elbridge Gerry, Esq., are elected to represent the said 
Colony in Congress for the year 1776. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, February 1, 1776. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers in 
favour of the Delegates of Virginia, for the sum of 333J 
Dollars, for the use of Mr. J. Walker, one of the Commis- 
sioners for Indian Affairs in the Southern Department, the 
said Delegates to be accountable. 

Resolved, That a Member be added to the Committee 
on the state of the Treasury, in the room of Mr. Gushing. 

The Member chosen, Mr. Samuel Adams. 

Resolved, That General Prescott, who is confined a 
close prisoner in the Jail of Philadelphia, be allowed the 
attendance of his servant, and, in case his health require it, 
that he be allowed the attendance of a, Physician. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety for Pennsylva- 
nia be desired to take the parole of such Officers, who are 
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prisoners, now in Philadelphia, and order them to their 
respective places^of residence. 

The Congreis^ook into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on cjtablishing Posts and Expresses, and, after 
debate, 

Resolved, Tim the same be referred for further consi- 
deration, and tbiit, in the mean while, Doctor Franklin be 
directed to write! to the Postmasters, and inquire on what 
terms Expresses can be procured. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, February 2, 1776. 

Two Letters from General Schuyler, dated 22d and 25th 
January, with an account of his expedition to Tryon 
County, with nine enclosures, being received, were read, 
and referred to a Committee of Three. 

Members chosen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. E. Rutlcdge, and 
Mr. McKean. 

General Schuyler's Receipt for £7,829 9s., Pennsyl- 
vania currency, delivered him by the hands of Mr. Tench 
Tilghman, was laid before Congress. 

A Letter from Colonel Wayne being read, 
Resolved, That Colonel Wayne be directed to quarter 
his Battalion in and near Chester, until the further orders 
of Congress, or of a Committee of Congress, for that pur- 
pose appointed. 

Ordered, That the Secretary deliver to Mr. /. Mease 
a copy of Colonel Wayne's^ Letter, so far as respects the 
supplying his Battalion with necessaries. 

The Committee to whom the Memorial of Matthias 
Aspden was referred brought in their Report ; which being 
taken LntoTconsidexation, 

Resolved, That Mr. Aspden be permitted to export, in 
the Sloop Tryal, consigned to him from Port- an- Prince, 
the Produce or Manufactures of these Colonies (Horned 
Cattle, Sheep, Hogs, Poultry, and Lumber for making Casks 
excepted,) to Port-au-Prince, to the amount of £1,800, 
Pennsylvania currency. 

That the above permission be not drawn into precedent, 
and that Mr. Aspden take every possible precaution to 
avoid all British men-of-war and cutters on the voyage. 

The Committee to whom the Memorial of H. Keppele 
and John Steinmetz was referred, brought in their Report; 
whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Memorialists have no just claim to 
satisfaction or reparation for the loss of their ship and car- 
go, seized by one of the King's ships-of-war, and detained 
by Admiral GraveS-Sild General Howe, either out of the 
Continental Treasury, or out of the value of the clothing 
sent hither to supply the British troops at Boston, and inter- 
cepted ana disposed of to the use of the American Army. 

Resolved, ThaH a Committee of Three be appointed to 
take an account of Prisoners, the names of the Officers, 
and their places of residence, and report the same to Con- 
gress^ 

The Members chosen, Mr. McKean, Mr. Smith, and 
Mr. Wisner. 

A Memorial from the Rev. Mr. Samson Occum was read, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday next. 

Monday, February 5, 1776. 
Resolved, That General Schuyler be directed to have 
the Arms of such of the Troops marching to Canada, as 
pass through Albany, carefully examined there ; and such 
of them as are deficient and want repair exchanged for the 
good effective Arms taken from the Tories, and to order 
those exchanged and left, to be repaired. 

The Committee to whom General Schuyler's Letters 
were referred, brought in their Report ; which were taken 
into consideration, and thereupon, 

Resolved, That General Schuyler has proceeded, in dis- 
arming such of the inhabitants of the County of Tryon in 
the Colony of New- York as were disaffected and provi- 
viding for the future tranquillity of those parts, with fideli- 
ty, prudence, and despatch, and at the same time with a 
proper temper towards that deluded people, and thereby 
performed a meritorious service. 



That the cheerfulness and ready assistance of those who 
accompanied General Schuyler in his march to the County 
of Tryon, and their useful services in That expecfiTion, dis- 
covered such a patriotick spirit, that it is hoped none of 
them will allow their countrymen to entertain a suspicion 
that any ignoble motive actuated them, by requirrhg a pe- 
cuniary reward, especially, when they were employed in 
suppressing a mischief arising in their own neighbourhood. 
That the Resolution of Congress of the 8th day of last 
month, for sending Shipwrights from the Cities of New- 
York and Philadelphia to build Batteaus axTiconderoga, 
be superseded ; and that General Scliuyler be desired to 
employ any such Artificers as he shall think proper in that 
business. "~~ " 

That General Schuyler be desired to issue Warrants for 
completing the Regiment directed to be raised In New- 
York for the service of Canada; and that it Tie reco.m- 
mended to the Convention of that Colony to appoint su.ch 
Officers thereof as General Schuyler hath nominated. 

That the appointments of .Sir... fhibbard Brown to be 
Conductor of Artillery, Gyslert Mar sells. Esquire, to be 
Barrackmaster, Mr. Peter SchuyleT to take charge of the 
Arms, and Mr. Philip Van Rensselaer to be Storekeeper 
at Albany, by General Schuyler, be confirmed ; atjd that 
he be desired to inform Congress of the proper Salaries to 
be annexed to those Offices. ; rizv: : __z.". 

That General Schuyler be desired to procure skilful per- 
sons to assist General Wooster in exploring the River St, 
Lawrence, and to construct the Armed Boats to be kept 
there, according to a former Resolution of Congress. 

That the bounty given by General ScKuyler for ^encou- 
raging men to enter into the Can adian^BT vice, be approved, 
in consideration of the severe climaje_an d jnc lemenLseason. 
That, by the Resolution of Congress of the 8th day of last 
month, respecting the Provisions, and Stores to be sent to 
Fort-George, it was intended, as General I Schuyler under- 
stood it, that he should be supplied with such of those arti- 
cles as he should require. 

That General Schuyler be desired to employ such Bat- 
teaumen as are in or near Albany, instead of those it wag 
recommended to the Convention of New- York to procure, 
upon the best terms he can, and to acquaint Congress for 
what wages they will serve. 

That Captain Wynkoop be employed under Com- 
modore Douglass, in the Naval Department. 

Ordered, That General Schuyler's Narrative of .his 
march into Tryon County be published in the Newspapers. 

The Committee to whom the Memorial of Samson Oc- 
cum, one of the Mohegan Indians, in Connecticut, was re- 
ferred, brought in their Report, whlcTTbelng considered, 

Resolved, That a friendly commerce^betvveeh the peo- 
ple of the United Colonies and the Indians, and the propa- 
gation of the Gospel, and the cultivation of the civil arts 
among the latter, may produce marryTrnd inestimable ad- 
vantages to both; and that the Commissioners for Indian 
Affairs be desired to consider of proper places, in their re- 
spective Departments, for the residence of Ministers and 
Schoolmasters, and report the same to Congress. 

That the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the North- 
ern Department be desired to inquire of Mr, Jacob Fow- 
ler, of the Montauk Tribe of Indians, onLong-Mand, anrj 
Mr. Joseph Johnson, of the Mohegan, upon wJFat terms 
they will reside among the Six-Nations of Indians, and 
instruct them in the Christian religion. 

Resolved, That Mr. Dohickey Arundel, wfTp was re- 
commended to the notice of Congress by Mr. Lewis, be 
desired to repair to General Schuyler, and that General. 
Schuyler be directed to examine him ; and, if he. finds hirn 
capable, and suitably qualified, to employ him In the Ar- 
tillery service in Canada. 

Doctor T. Cadwallader having, in a letter to the Presi-. 
dent, represented that he was sent for by General Prescott, 
last Saturday night, and found him very ill : his old wound 
broke out again ; he complains of great pain ; the orifice 
was swelled and hard ; he had a fever and hoarseness ; the 
wound discharged a large quantity of thin matter Land fur- 
ther representing, that, from the dampness of the room, he 
is apprehensive it will endanger the General's life, if he 
remains there long: Whereupon, . - ■. . 

Resolved, That Doctor Cadwallader be desired to pro- 
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, vide a proper lodging for General Prescott, and that Ge- 
neral Prescott be removed from the Jail to that lodging, 
and there kept under a guard. 

That the Commanding Officer of the Troops in the Bar- 
racks of Philadelphia be directed to keep a proper guard 
over General Prescott. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, February 6, 1776. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety for New-York 
was read, informing that General Clinton arrived there on 
the 4th instant, but that it was apprehended his destination 
was to the Southward. 

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be sent to the 
Southern Colonies. 

The Congress, being informed that Colonel Heard, 
having performed the service enjoined him, was ready to 
make report of his proceedings, 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
confer with Colonel Heard, and receive his Report. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Crane, Mr. E.Rutledge, and 
Mr. McKean, 

A Petition from sundry Captains of the New-Jersey 
Battalions was laid before Congress and read; which being 
taken into consideration, 

Resolved, That the Officers of the two first New- Jersey 
Battalions be allowed the sum of ten Shillings for every 
Recruit by them raised, and that has passed muster. 

A Letter from the Committee of Reading, in Berks 
County, was laid before Congress, informing that a number 
of Prisoners were arrived there, and desiring to know how 
they are to be supported. 

. Resolved, That the same be referred to the Committee 
appointed to contract for supplying the Prisoners. 

As two of the Members of said Committee are absent, 

Resolved, That two new Members be added to said 
Committee. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Wilson and Mr. Wolcott. 

The Committee on the Regulations of Trade brought in 
their Report, which was read and referred to Thursday 
next, then to be considered in a Committee of the Whole. 

Resolved, That General Schuyler be desired to en- 
courage Sutlers to attend the Army in Canada ; and that 
they return such specie as they shall receive for the articles 
they supply it with to the Commissary, who shall draw 
orders, to be countersigned by the General, for the amount 
thereof, upon the President ; by which means a sufficient 
stock may be in hand to pay off the Soldiers, and the risk 
and expense of sending money for that purpose may be 
avoided,^ .. "_' 

The Committee appointed to confer with Colonel Heard 
returned, and laid before Congress a list of the names of 
nineteen persons taken into custody by Colonel Heard, by 
order of Congress, and brought to Philadelphia ; also, two 
oaths, taken by a number of the inhabitants of Long-Island, 
one upon delivering up their arms, and the other respect- 
ing their future conduct. 

The names. of the prisoners are, Benjamin Whitehead, 
Joseph French, John Polhemus, Nathaniel Moor, Samuel 
Hallet, William Weyman, John Shoals, John Willel, Gil- 
bert Van Wyck, Daniel Kissam, Jacob Mott, Gabriel G. 
Ludlow, Charles Hicks, Samuel Martin, Samuel Clowes, 
Thomas Smith, George Weeks, David Brooks, John 
Townsend. 

Ordered, That the said nineteen Prisoners be sent to 
New- York, and delivered to the Order of the Convention 
of that Colony, who are requested to confine or secure the 
said persons, until an inquiry be had by the Convention 
into their conduct, and report thereof made to this Con- 
gress. 

Ordered, That the Committee confer with Col. Heard 
about the mode of sending them. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due, 
on several Certificates produced by George Kennedy, the 
sum of 427.1 Dollars ; that £127 Is. 8d. (338.9 Dollars,) 
of said sum being for Rifles furnished to Captain Morgan's 
Company of Riflemen, from Virginia, ought to be charged 
to said CompaT}y,;a,nd the remainder to the ontinent. 



Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to 
bring in a Resolution respecting the exportation of Naval 
Stores, for the publick service. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Lewis, Mr. 
Ward, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Adams. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, February 7, 1776. 

Resolved, That the sum of eight dollars be paid to Peter 
Webbers, an Express, for the time he has been detained in 
Town. 

Two Letters from Lord Stirling, dated 2d and 5th of 
February, with sundry enclosures, were read and referred 
to Mr. Chase, Mr. Rutlcdge, and Mr. Wythe. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on the Letter frqni [the Committee of Safety of 
New-Jersey, respecting the Prisoners ; and, after debate, 

Resolved, That the same be recommitted, and that the 
Committee appointed to take an account of the Prisoners 
be added to the Committee who brought in this Report. 

That it be an instruction to the Committee to examine 
the capitulations entered into with the Prisoners at the time 
of their surrender, to have the paroles of the Officers taken, 
to order them to their respective places of residence, and 
to see that the capitulations be duly observed, and the or- 
ders of Congress, respecting the Prisoners, punctually car- 
ried into execution, and, finally, to make_a_return to Con- 
gress of the paroles of the Officers, theii'TiaTnes,"and places 
of residence, and also the number of the Privates, and 
where placed. 

As several of the two former Committees are absent, 

Resolved, That two more Members be added : 

The Members chosen, Mr. Wilson and Mr. Wolcott. 

The Committee now is, Mr. Adams, Mr. McKean, Mr. 
Smith, Mr. Wilson, and Mr. Wolcott. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of Mr. James Mease, for the sum of 10,000 Dol- 
lars, for the use of the Battalions ordered to be raised in 
Pennsylvania, he to be accountable. 

That a like Order be drawn in favour of jhe Naval Com- 
mittee, for the sum of 20,000 Dollars, to enable them to 
discharge the debts by them contracted, the said Commit- 
tee to be accountable. 

That the sum of 250,000 Dollars be sent to the Pay- 
master-General, for the use of the Army at Cambridge. 

The Committee on the Letter from Reading, reported, 
that they have had a conference with David Franks, Esq., 
Agent to the Contractors for victualling the King's Troops, 
who says he will order rations to be issued to the Prison- 
ers lately brought to Reading: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That D. Franks, Esq., be allowed to victual 
the Prisoners at Reading, and to sell his Bills to defray 
the expense thereof. 

Resolved, That directions be given to Henry Holler to 
furnish said Prisoners with Fuel and other necessaries. 

A Memorial from Murray, Sansom 8f Co., Jacob Wat- 
son, and Frederick Rhinelander, of the City at New- York, 
was read : 

Resolved, That the same be Teferred to a Committee 
of Three. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Lee, Mr, Nelson, and Mr. 
Read. 

A Petition of Pierre Le Fargue was laid before Con- 
gress and read. 

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Secret Com- 
mittee. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
examine the Journals, and report a list of the mailers yet 
unfinished. 

The Members chosen, Mr. B. Rutledge, Mr. Duane, and 
Mr. Smith. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, February 8, 1776. 
Resolved, That the 250,000 Dollars voted yesterday, 
be sent to the Paymaster-General, under the care of Mr. 
Bull, and two other trusty persons. 

The following sums to be charged to the Paymaster- 
General, being paid by the Treasurer: 
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1775, August 23.. — On a draft of General Washington 
to John Mease, £100, Peitnsylvania currency, 266| Dol- 
lars. 

November 27. — On a Draft of James Warren, Paymaster- 
General, to Dr. Franklin, for the sum of 7111 Dollars. 

1776, February 2. — On ditto, to Cox fy Fur man, the 
sum of 1000 Dollars. 

February 6. — On ditto, to John Beane, 750 Dollars. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
contract with a proper person for supplying Colonel Wayne's 
Battalion with the Rations allowed them ; that it be instruc- 
tion to said Committee (o contract with some proper person 
for supplying the Pennsylvania Troops on the West side of 
• lie Susquefwnnah ; and, also, to contract with a proper per- 
son to supply the Battalion ordered to be raised in the 
Counties on Delaware, while in that Government. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Morton, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. 
Wilson. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due : 

To Mr. Tench Tilghman, for charges, he, in escorting 
a sum of Money from Philadelphia lo General Schuyler, 
the sum of 286.9 Dollars. 

To Azariah Dunham on several Certificates for Provi- 
sions to several Rifle Companies, the sum of 25.S Dollars. 

To Mdchior Meng, for Wagon-hire, in carrying Money 
to Cambridge, the sum of 76 Dollars. 

To Moses Gale, for the entertainment of Captain Clug- 
gage's Company of Riflemen, the sum of 9.7 Dollars, and 
that the same ought to be paid to Henry Wisner, Esq. 

To John B. Scott, for expenses in conducting General 
Prescolt from Trenton to Philadelphia, the sum of 14.3 
Dollars. 

To George Bunner, for Wagon-hire, in carrying Money 
from Philadelphia to General Schuyler, last November, the 
sum of 39 Dollars. 

To Dennis Sneeden, for Ferriage, Provisions, fee, the 
sum of 50.6 Dollars, to be paid to John Alsop, Esq. 

To Jesse Jones, for Horse-hire, the sun) of 8.7 Dollars, 
to be paid to Dealing. 

To Mark Bird, for necessaries to several Prisoners, 5.8 
Dollars. 

To George Meade $f Co., on several Certificates, the 
sum of 104.4 Dollars, of which 99.2 being for Rifles fur- 
nished to Captain H. Stevenson's Company, ought to be 
charged to said Company, and the remaining sum of £l 
19s. 3f</., being for Provisions, is a Continental expense. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

The Committee further reported, that Mr. McKcan had 
laid before them, an account of the application of 40 Dol- 
lars, put into his hands by Congress, by which it appears 
that there remains in his bands, the sum of 15.4 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the same be paid into the hands of Ti- 
mothy Matlock, he to be accountable. 

The Committee on the disposition of the Prisoners, re- 
ported the Form of a Parole to be signed by the Officers, 
which being read, was agreed to, as follows: 

"I , being made a prisoner of war, by the 

Army of the Thirteen United Colonics in North- America, 
do promise and engage, on my word and honour, and on the 
faith of a gentleman, to depart from hence immediately to 

in the Province of ..... . being the place of my 

election ; and there, or within six miles thereof, to remain 
during the present war between Great Britain and the said 
United Colonies, or until the Congress of the said United 
Colonies shall order otherwise ; and that I will not directly 
or indirectly, give any intelligence whatsoever to the ene- 
mies of the United Colonics, or do, or say any thing in 
opposition to, or in prejudice of, the measures and proceed- 
ings of any Congress for the said Colonies, during the pre- 
sent troubles, or until 1 am duly exchanged or discharged. 



do take every possible precaution to avoid al! British men- 
of-war and cutters on the voyage, and use his utmost en- 
deavours to import into these Colonies the Powder and 
Arms mentioned in his Memorial, and proposed to be im- 
ported by him. 

The Committee on the Memorial of Murray, Sansomfy 
Co., he, brought in their Report, which was read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

A Memorial from the Committee of Safety of Pennsylva- 
nia, was laid before Congress, respecting the erecting of 
Powder-Mills. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Resolved, That the sum of 100 Dollars be paid to Mr. 
Dohickey Arundel, and that he be directed immediately to 
repair to General Schuyler. 

That a quarter-cask of Powder be delivered to Captain 
Craig, of Colonel St. Clair's Battalion, for the use of his 
Company. 

That the sum of 12,000 Dollars be advanced to the Con- 
vention or Committee of Safety of New- York, for the use 
of the Battalions to be raised there; that the same be trans- 
mitted by the Delegates of that Colony, the said Conven- 
tion, or Committee of Safety, to be accountable. 

A Letter from Doctor Rush, and a Memorial from 
Doctor Connolly, respecting the state of said Connolly's 
health, was presented to Congress and read: whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said J. Connolly be allowed, at suit- 
able times, to walk in the Prison-yard, or Hall, the Jail- 
keeper taking especial care to prevent bis escape. 

The Inhabitants of Richmond County, in the Colony of 
New- York, having refused to send Deputies to represent 
them in Provincial Convention, and otherwise manifested 
their enmity and opposition to "the system and measures 
adopted for preserving the liberties of America; and, as a 
just punishment for their inimical conduct, the Inhabitants of 
that Colony having been prohibited by the Convention from 
all intercourse and dealings with the Inhabitants of the said 
County, and this Congress being informed by the Commit- 
tee of Safety of that Colony, that the Freeholders of the 
said County, did afterwards, without any opposition, elect 
Deputies to represent them in Provincial Convention ; but, 
as the proceedings against them had been submitted to the 
consideration of Congress, it was apprehended the Depu- 
ties could not be received, until the sense of Congress 
thereupon should be communicated : 

Resolved, therefore, That it be referred to the said Pro- 
vincial Convention, to take such measures respecting the ad- 
mission of the Deputies, and revoking the interdict upon the 
Inhabitants of said County, as they shall judge most expe- 
dient: Provided, That the said Deputies, and major part 
of the Inhabitants of said County, shall subscribe the As- 
sociation entered into in that Colony. 

Resolved, That Monday, the 19th day of this month, 
be appointed for Doctor Smith to deliver, a Funeral Oration 
in honour of General Montgomery, and of those Officers 
and Soldiers who so magnanimously fought and fell with 
him in maintaining the principles of American liberty. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow, 

Friday, February 9, 1776. 
Mr. Elbridge Gerry, from the Mos&achusetts-Bay, at- 
tended, and produced a Certificate of the appointment of 
Delegates from that Colony ; which being read, and is as 
follows : 

" In Council, January 18, 1776. 

" Whereas, John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams 
Robert Treat Paine, and Elbridge Gerry, Esquires, have 
been chosen, by joint ballot of the two Houses of Assem- 
bly, to represent the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, in New- 



" Given under^my hand, this day of England, in the American Congress, until the 1st day of 

A. D " January, A. D. 1777 : 



The Secret Committee, to whom the Petition of Mr. 
Pierre Le Fargue was referred, brought in their Report. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That Mr. Pierre Le Fargue be 
permitted to load the Sloop, in which he imported a small 
quantity of Powder and Arms, with the produce of these 
Colonies, (Horned Cattle, Sheep, Hogs, Poultry, and 
Lumber for making Casks excepted,) and export the same 
to Martinique. And that the said Mr. Pierre Le Fargue 

Fourth Series. — Vol. iv. 



"Resolved, That they, or any one or more of them, are 
hereby fully empowered with the Delegates from the other 
American Colonies, to concert, direct, and order such fur- 
ther measures, as shall to them appear best calculated for 
the establishment of right and liberty to the American 
Colonies, upon a basis permanent and secure, against the 
power and art of the British Administration, and guarded 
against any future encroachments of their enemies, with. 
105 
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power to adjourn to such times and places as shall appear 
most conducive to the publick safety and advantage. 
" Read and accepted. Sent down for concurrence. 
" John Lowell, Dep'y Sec'y, pro Urn. 

" In the House of Representatives, January 18, 1776, 

" Read, and concurred. And the Secretary is hereby di- 
rected, as soon as may be, to signify to each of those gen- 
tlemen their appointment, with an attested copy of this 
Order. Sent up for concurrence. 

"James Warren, Speaker. 

"In Council, January 18, 1776: Read, and concurred. 
"John Lowell, Dep'y Sec'y, pro tern. 

"A true Copy. Attest: 

"Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary ." 

A number of Letters being received, were laid before 
Congress, and read : 

From General Washington, 24th and 30th January, with 
a copy of one to General Schuyler, 27th January, and a 
number of intercepted Letters. 

From General Schuyler, 29th and 31st January, and 1st 
of February, 1776, enclosing two Letters from Colonel 
Arnold, 11th and 12th January, and sundry other Papers. 

From Governour Trumbull, 3d February, with sundry 
enclosed Papers. 

Resolved, That the above Letters be referred to a Com- 
mittee of Five, 

The Members chosen, Mr. Chase, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. 
Penn, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Rutledge. 

Two Letters from the Convention of New-Jersey, dated 
6th February, 1776, were read ; the one, respecting Tea, 
was referred for consideration to Monday next ; the other, 
recommending proper persons for Field-Officers of the 
Third Battalion, ordered to be raised in that Colony: 
Whereupon the Congress proceeded to an election, and 

Elias Dayton was elected Colonel ; Anthony Walter 
White, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Francis Barber, Major. 

A Memorial from Mr. Kirkland was presented to Con- 
gress, and read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on the second Memorial of Sansom, Murray fy 
Co., &c; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Memorialists be permitted to make 
sale of their cargo of Wheat in Connecticut, or else to pro- 
ceed on their original voyage to Falmouth, m England, 
and a market, under the office, papers, and clearances, 
which the said vessel sailed with from New-York in Sep- 
tember last ; and, also, subject to the former' restrictions of 
Congress, respecting the appointment of a commander. 

Information being given to Congress, that a quantity of 
Powder, Arms, and Saltpetre, was arrived : 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed on the 13th 
of last month, to purchase the Saltpetre then arrived, and 
have it manufactured, be further directed and empowered 
to take every necessary measure to have the Saltpetre, now 
arrived, manufactured into Gunpowder with all possible 
expedition^ 

Resolved, That a copy of the Paper relating to Signals, 
found among the intercepted Letters, be sent to the Com- 
mander of the Fleet, and that the Delegates of the several 
Colonies be permitted to send to their respective Conven- 
tions, or Committee of Safety, a copy of the said Paper, 
under a strong injunction to keep it secret. 

Resolved, That two tons of the Powder now arrived, be 
returned to the Committee of Safety for Pennsylvania, in 
part of that borrowed of them. 

That the former Order of Congress, to grant one ton of 
Gunpowder to the Colony of North-Carolina, be answered 
out of the Powder belonging to the Continent, now arrived. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to manufac- 
ture ibe Saltpetre into Gunpowder, be directed to inquire 
and report .to Congress, a state of the Powder, Arms, and 
Saltpetre now arrived. 

A Memorial from Stacey Hepburn was presented to Con- 
gress and read. 

Referred to a Committee of Three: Mr. McKean, Mr. 
Nelson, and Mr, Penn, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday next. 



Monday, February 12, 1776. 

A Letter from Major-General Lee, dated the 9th of 
February, was presented to Congress and read, wherein 
he informs that a Transport with Troops was arrived at 
New- York, that more might be expected, and, therefore, 
that a further reinforcement was necessary to secure and 
defend that place : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention 
or Committee of Safety of New-Jersey, immediately to 
send Detachments of their Minute-Men, equal to a Batta- 
lion, under proper Officers, to New- York, there to put 
themselves under the command of Major-General Lee. 

That it be also recommended to the Cotnmijteejsf Safe-, 
ty for Pennsylvania, immediately to send Detachments of 
the four Battalions of Associators in this City, equal to a 
Battalion, to New-York, there to put themselves under 
the command of Major-General Lee. 

Resolved, That the Colonels of the Pennsylvania Bat- 
talions be ordered to make an immediate return to Con- 
gress of the number and condition of the men inlisted, the 
places where they now are, and the manner in which they 
are appointed. 

That a copy of the above be forwarded to the Com- 
manding Officers of each of the Battalions. 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
send to New- York, one ton of the Powder belonging to 
the United Colonies, and that the same be delivered to 
the order of General .Lee. 

Resolved, That said Committee be empowered to pur- 
chase what Powder and Arms arrive belonging to private 
persons, on the best terms they can, for the use of. the 
United Colonies, and that they furnish with the Fire- Arms 
they purchase, such of three remaining Companies of the 
First Pennsylvania Battalion, ordered to Canada, as may- 
want them, in order that they may immediately proceed on 
their march. 

Resolved, That fifty tons of Saltpetre be delivered by 
the Secret Committee to the Committee of Safely for the 
Province of Pennsylvania, who are requested to have the 
same manufactured into Gunpowder, in the cheapest and 
most expeditious manner ; and that this Congress will con- 
firm any contracts made for the above purpose. 

That ten tons of Saltpetre be by them sent to the late 
Judge Livingston's Powder-Mil], in the Colony of New- 
York, and that the owner of said Mill be desired to manu- 
facture it into Gunpowder, as soon as possible, and to en- 
large his Works, if it can conveniently be done. 

That ten tons be sent to the Council of Massachusetts- 
Bay, and that they be desired to have it manufactured into 
Gunpowder, with all possible expedition, and sent to Ge- 
neral Washington, for the use of the Army under his com- 
mand. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee of 
Inspection for the County of Chester, to aid Colonel Wayne 
in procuring Blankets for his Battalion. 

The Congress being informed that a gentleman was ar- 
rived from Canada, who had matters of consequence to 
communicate, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Correspondence do 
confer with him, and report to Congress. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, February 13, 177G. 
Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
for the sum of eight hundred Dollars, in favour of John 
Chapman, to discharge a Draft of the Paymaster-General, 
dated the 28th of December, in favour of William Thom- 
son, Esq., the said sum to be charged to the account of 
the Paymaster-General. 

Sundry Letters were presented and read, viz: 

From the Convention of New-Jersey, 1 0th February; 
from Messrs. Dayton fy Barber, 12th February; from John 
Nevil, dated Pittsburgh, 1st February, enclosing a Letter 
from John Gibson, of January 20th. 

Resolved, That the two last be referred to the Commit- 
tee appointed to take into consideration the Indian affairs 
in the Middle Department. 

That the two former be committed to a Committee of 
Three. 
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The Members chosen, Mr. Smith, Mr. Bartlett, and 
Mr. Adams. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the Committee of Safely for the Delaware 
Government, for the sum of eight thousand Dollars, for the 
use of the Battalion raising there, the said Committee to 
be accountable. 

That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, in favour of 
James Mease, for the sum of 10,000 Dollars, for (he use 
of the Pennsylvania Battalions, he to be accountable. 

Resolved, That Mr. Mease be directed to supply the 
Troops in the Barracks near Philadelphia, with wooden 
Bowls, Buckets, and other necessaries. 

That it be recommended to the Committee of Safety for 
Pennsylvania, in case the Barracks near Philadelphia can- 
not contain all the Troops raised in said Colony, that they 
cause part of them to be quartered in the Pest-House and 
the old Jail of this City. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, in 
favour of Colonel Bull, for the sum of one hundred and 
fifty Dollars, to defray his expenses in carrying Money to 
Cambridge. 

The Committee on the Petition of Stacey Hepburn, 
brought in their Report, which was agreed to as follows : 

That the said Petitioner be permitted to load the Sloop 
Dolphin, vi\\\\ the Produce of these Colonies, (Live Stock, 
and Lumber for making Casks, excepted,) and to transport 
the same to Hispaniola, he promising to use his utmost 
endeavours to remit the amount of such cargo in Military 
Stores, into some Port of this Continent, as soon as pos- 
sible. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Resolution for 
the exportation of Naval Stores, brought in the same, which 
was agreed to, as follows : 

Resolved, That when Naval Stores shall be wanted in 
any of the United Colonies, the Assembly, Convention, or 
Committee of Safety, of such Colony, may intrust a pro- 
per person, or persons, to import the same, taking sufficient 
security of him or them, that they will faithfully use their 
best endeavours to import the same into such port, or ports, 
as the said Assembly, Convention, or Committee of Safety, 
shall direct, and, as much as possible, to avoid all British 
men-of-war and cutters ; giving hiin or them a certificate 
or certificates of the Naval Stores wanted, and also of 
bis having given the said security : And that it be recom- 
mended to the Convention, Council of Safety, and Com- 
mittees of Observation and Inspection, of North-Carolina, 
upon receiving such certificates, to permit the person, or 
persons, producing the same, to export the Naval Stores 
wanted by the Colony applying for the same to such 
Colony. 

That it be further /ecoinmended to the said Convention, 
Council of Safety, and Committees of Inspection and Ob- 
servation, of North- Carolina, to give permission to such 
Vessels as may have arrived in that Colony, for those arti- 
cles, or such of the Vessels belonging to that Colony, as 
they may think proper, to export Naval Stores to any of 
the United Colonies, they taking security as in the other 
cases above-mentioned. 

Resolved, That the Pay and Subsistence of two of the 
Battalions directed to be raised in the Colony of Virginia 
commence from the 1st day of November last, from which 
time they have been in service. 

The Convention of Virginia having recommended per- 
sons for Field-Officers of the six Battalions ordered to be 
raised in that Colon) 7 , the Congress proceeded to an elec- 
tion ; when, 

Patrick Henry, Esquire, was elected Colonel of the 
First Battalion ; William Christian, Esquire, Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; Frank Eppes, Esquire, Major. 

William Woodford, Esquire, Colonel of the Second Bat- 
talion ; Charles Scott, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Alex- 
ander Spotswood, Esquire, Major. 

Hugh Mercer, Esquire, Colonel of the Third Battalion ; 
George Weedon, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas 
Marshall^ Esquire, Major. 

Adam Stephen, Esquire, Colonel of the Fourth Batta- 
lion ; Isaac Read, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel; Robert 
Lawson, Esquire, M ajor. 

William Peachy, Esquire, Colonel of the Fifth Batta- 



lion ; William Crawford, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel ; 
Josiah Parker, Esquire, Major. 

Mordccai Buckner, Esquire, Colonel of the Sixth Bat- 
talion ; Thomas Elliot, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel ; 
James Hendricks, Esquire, Major. 

Ordered, That the President fill up Commissions to the 
above Officers ; and that he send blank Commissions to the 
Convention of Virginia, to be by them filled up for the 
Officers in the said Battalions, under the rank of Major. 

Resolved, That the Deputy Mustermaster-General be 
directed to muster the Battalion raised in Delaware Go- 
vernment, and those raised in Pennsylvania, and make 
return to Congress. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to 
consider into what Departments the Middle and Southern 
Colonies ought to be formed, in order that the Military 
operations of the Colonies may be carried on in a regular 
and systemalick manner. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wilson, Mr. 
Penn, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. Alexander. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the Delegates of Virgmia, for the sum of 
twenty thousand Dollars, for the use of the Battalions or- 
dered to be raised there; the Convention of that Colony 
to be accountable. 

Resolved, That Mr. McKcan be desired to request the 
Committee of Inspection for the City and Liberties of Phi- 
ladelphia, not to proceed in passing any censures on the 
venders and users of Tea, till further orders from Uongress. 

Resolved, That the Detachments marching from Phila- 
delphia to New-York, under the command of Colonel 
Dickinson, be allowed for Subsistence, while on their 
march, one Dollar and one-third of a Dollar, per week, 
for the Privates and non-Commissioned Officers; and that 
the Commissioned Officers be allowed in proportion, ac- 
cording to the rations allotted them ; and that they receive 
the same Pay as the four Pennsylvania Battalions, from 
the time they begin their march. 

That a Committee of Three be appointed to consider 
the best method of subsisting the Troops in New- York, 
and what sum of Money it will be necessary to send thi- 
ther, and what sum ought to be advanced to Colonel Dick- 
inson. 
' The Members chosen, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Duane, and 
Mr. Wilson. 

A Petition from Mr. Bernard Romans was read. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention 
of New- York'Xo pay Mr. Bernard Romans up to the 9th 
day of this month. 

That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, in favour of 
Samuel Fairlamb, (who has engaged to supply Colonel 
Wayne's Battalion, quartered in and near Chester, with 
rations, at the rate of seven Pence, Pennsylvania currency, 
per ration.) for the sum of six hundred Dollars, to enable 
him to execute his contract ; he to be accountable. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Address to the 
Inhabitants of the United Colonies, brought in a draft,, 
which was read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Resolved, That Captain Gordon, upon giving his pa- 
role, be permitted, while he remains in town, to visit Ge- 
neral Prescolt, at proper seasons. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, February 14', 1776. 

Resolved, That two of the brass Six-Pounders, now at 
New- York, belonging to the United Colonies, be sent to> 
Virginia, for the use of the Forces there. 

Sundry Letters were received, and read : One from Ge- 
neral Schuyler, of the 7th of February, 1776; one from 
General Wooster, of the 29th of January, 1778; and one 
from General Arnold, of the 24th of January, with sundry 
enclosed papers. 

Referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. J. Adams,, and Mr, Chase, 

A Letter from the Committee of Elizabelhtown, dated 
February 10, 1776, with sundry papers enclosed. Re- 
ferred for consideration tilt to-morrow. 

The Committee of Claims report, that there is due to- 
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John Ware the sum of .13.2 Dollars, for conducting a 
French gentleman from Harwich Township, in Sussex 
County, to Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

Application being made by some of the Master-Car- 
penters employed in building the Continental Frigates, to 
some Members of this House, informing that about fifty of 
their Journeymen and Apprentices had engaged as Volun- 
teers to march with the Battalion of Associators for New- 
Yorlc, and that their zeal for the publick service was such 
that they cannot be persuaded to desist by any arguments 
or influence of said Builders: 

Resolved, That the spirit and zeal of the said Journey- 
men and Apprentices is highly approved of by Congress ; 
but, nevertheless, it is the opinion of this Congress that the 
publick will be more essentially served by the said Asso- 
ciators continuing at work on the said Continental Frigates ; 
and that, therefore, all the Carpenters, Journeymen and 
Apprentices, employed as aforesaid, be requested to remain 
in that service, as there is no doubt but other Associators 
will complete the number wanted. 

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, to take into consideration the Report of the Com- 
mittee on the Regulations and Restrictions under which the 
Ports should be opened after the 1st of March next; and, 
after some time spent thereon, the President resumed the 
chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the Committee had 
taken into consideration the matter referred to them, but, 
not having come to a conclusion, desired leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into further 
consideration the Report of the Committee on the Regula- 
tions and Restrictions of Trade, after the 1st of March 
next. 

The Committee of Correspondence, who were ordered 
to confer with the gentlemen from Canada, brought in their 
Report, which was read. 

Resolved, That the consideration of it be referred till 
to-morrow. 

The Committee appointed to consider the best method 
of subsisting the Troops in New-York, laid their Report 
on the table. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, February 15, 1776. 

Resolved, That one hundred and fifty stand of the Arms, 
lately imported into this Province, be delivered to Colonel 
Maxwell, for the use of such of the Companies of his Bat- 
talion as want them, in order that they may immediately 
proceed to Canada. 

The Committee to whom the Letters from the Conven- 
tion of New-Jersey, and from the Field-Officers of the 
Third Battalion, ordered to be raised in that Colony, were 
referred, brought in their Report, which was taken into 
consideration ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That Colonel Heard be directed to furnish 
Colonel Dayton with such of the Arms lately brought from 
Long-Island, as are or may be made fit for service, or so 
many of them as Colonel Dayton may desire. 

That 30,000 Dollars be advanced to Mr. Lowrey, Com- 
missary for New-Jersey, on account ; and that he be fully 
authorized to procure all necessaries (except Arms) ordered 
by Congress, for the three Battalions raised, or to be raised, 
in the Colony of New-Jersey. 

That the Convention, or Committee of Safety, of New- 
Jersey, be allowed from the Continental Stock, half a ton of 
Powder, out of which they are to pay what has been bor- 
rowed from Elizabethloivn, Somerset, Woodbridge, and 
Brunswick. 

That to the same Convention, or Committee of Safety, 
be advanced the further sum of 5,000 Dollars, for the pur- 
pose of completing the three Battalions there with Arms, 
which they are desired to accomplish with all possible ex- 
pedition. 

Resolved, That two tons of the Powder, belonging to 
the Continent, be delivered to tbe Delegates of Virginia, 
for the use of the Forces in that Colony. 

A Letter from General Lee, dated the 11th of February; 
a Letter from General Schuyler, February 4th, with a Let- 



ter from General Wooster, dated Montreal, January 97, 
being received by Colonel Ritzema, were read. 

Resolved, That the said Letters be referred to the 
Committee to whom the Letters received yesterday were 
referred, and that the said Committee be directed to con- 
fer with Colonel Ritzema, and report to Congress. 

Information being received, that General Clinton was 
gone from New- York, the Congress came to the following 
Resolution : 

The Congress have a proper sense of the spirit and pa- 
triotism of the Associators of the City and Liberties of Phi- 
ladelphia, in cheerfully offering and preparing to march, 
in order to assist in the defence of New- York ; but, as the 
danger, which occasioned an application for their servicers 
at present over, 

Resolved,Th&\. their march to New- York be suspended. 

Resolved, That a Paymaster be appointed for the Troops 
in Virginia, and that his pay be fifty Dollars per month. 

The Congress then proceeded to the election, when 
Benjamin Harrison, Jun., of Berkeley, was elected. 

On the Report of the Committee of Correspondence, 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three (two of whom to 
be Members of Congress) be appointed to proceed to Ca- 
nada, there to pursue such instructions as shall be„given 
them by Congress. 

The Members chosen, Doctor Benjamin Franklin, Mr. 
S. Chase, and Mr. Charles Carroll, of Carrolton. ~ 

Resolved, That Mr. Carroll be requested to prevail on 
Mr. John Carroll to accompany the Committee to Canada, 
to assist them in such matters as they shall think useful. 

Resolved, That this Congress will make provision to 
defray any expense which may attend this measure. 

Resolved, That eight tons of Powder be immediately 
sent to Canada, for the use of the Forces there. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is dm? : 

To Richard Smith, the sum of 28,8 Dollars, for Provi- 
sions furnished by sundry persons in New- York Govern- 
ment to Captain Ross's Company of Riflemen. 

To Michael Connolly, the sum of 1082.8 Dollars, on 
account of expenses in bringing the women and children, 
belonging to the Twenty-Sixth and Seventh Regiments, 
from Esopus to Reading. 

To Colonel Simmes, the sum of 569 Dollars, on ac- 
count of expenses in bringing the baggage of the Twenty- 
Sixth and Seventh Regiments from Walpack to Lancaster, 
and several other small expenses. 

To Thomas McEnry, the sum of 133J Dollars, for eight 
hundred Canteen-straps. 

Ordered, That the above be paid. 

The Committee to whom the Letter from the Commit- 
tee of Safety of New-York, of the 3d of January, and the 
Letter from Governour Trumbull, of January 6, were re- 
ferred, brought in their Report, Which being taken into 
consideration, 

Resolved, That no further Works be erected on Marte- 
laer's Rock, but, that those already erected there be sup- 
ported and garrisoned. 

That a Fascine-Battery, to mount not exceeding eigh- 
teen heavy Cannon in number, be thrown up on the Gra- 
vel-Hill, eastward of Martelaer's .Rock, marked in the 
draft LL, so as to command the West-Point, the reach 
down the River from the H'est-Point, and part of the reach 
up the River; and that a convenient road be opened from 
this Battery to the Barracks on Martelaer's Rock. . . 

That a Redoubt of earth and fascines be built on the emi- 
nence on the east side of the River, opposite to the West- 
Point, marked in the draft A, to mount thirty guns. 

That it be recommended to the Convention, or Com- 
mittee of Safety of New- York, to forward the Battery at 
Pooplopen's Kill, and that the said Battery be made of 
earth and fascines, and to mount a nnmber of guns, not 
exceeding forty. 

That such of the Continental Troops as are or may be sta- 
tioned at the aforesaid places, be employed in erecting these 
Works and Batteries, under the direction of the Engineer. 

That it be recommended to the Convention, or Com- 
mittee of Safety, of Neio- York, to prosecute the discovery 
of the Lead-Mine at New-Canaan, and that a copy of the 
Report of Joseph Hopkins to the General Assembly of 
Connecticut, respecting this Mine, be sent to them. 
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The Congress took into consideration the Report from 
the Committee of the Whole House, and, after debate, 

Resolved, That the same be recommitted. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow morning, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the propriety of opening the Ports, and the 
Restrictions and Regulations of the Trade of these Colonies 
after the 1st of March next. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means to 
procure Cannon, be directed to inquire what quantity of 
Brass can be procured, and contract for the same. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, February 16, 1776. 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
furnish Colonel St. Clair' $ Battalion with Arms, and that 
the President write to Colonel St. Clair, and desire him to 
use the utmost diligence in getting his Battalion ready, and 
to march the Companies, one at a time, as fast as they can 
be got ready, to Canada, with all possible expedition. 

The Committee appointed to make an estimate of the 
Cannon wanted for the defence of the Colonies, and to 
devise ways and means for procuring them, &c, brought 
in their Report, which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the propriety of opening the Ports, and the 
Restrictions and Regulations of the Trade of the Colo- 
nies after the first of March next; and after some time 
spent thereon, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported, that the Committee had taken into con- 
sideration the matter to them referred, but not having come 
to any resolution, desired him to move for leave to sit 
again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow morning, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
their further consideration the propriety of opening the 
Ports, and the Restrictions and Regulations of Trade after 
the first of March next. 

The Committee on General Washington'' s and General 
Schuyler's Letters, laid their Report on the table. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, February 17, 1776. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of James Mease, the Commissary, for the sum of 
10,000 Dollars, for the use of the Pennsylvania Battalions, 
he to account. 

That Colonel James Irvine, of the Sixth Pennsylvania 
Battalion, be authorized and empowered to purchase good 
Arms for the use of his Battalion, the price of the same to 
be deducted out of the pay of the men. 

The Committee on the state of the Treasury brought in 
a Report, which was read : 

Resolved, That a Standing Committee of Five be ap- 
pointed for superintending the Treasury. 

That it shall be the business of this Committee : 

To examine the Accounts of the Treasurers, and, from 
time to time, report to Congress the state of the Treasury. 

To consider of ways and means for supplying Gold and 
Silver for the support of the Army in Canada. 

To employ and instruct proper persons for liquidating the 
publick Accounts, with the different Paymasters and Com- 
missaries in the Continental service, and the Conventions, 
Committees of Safety, and others, who have been or shall 
be intrusted with the publick money; and, from time to 
time, to report the state of such Accounts to Congress. 

To superintend the emission of Bills of Credit. 

To obtain from the different Assemblies and Conven- 
tions of the United Colonies, accounts of the number of 
Inhabitants in each Colony, according to the Resolution of 
Congress on that subject. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Nelson, Mr. 
Gerry, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Willing. 

The Congress, taking into consideration the Report of 
the Committee on the Treasury? 

Resolved, That a further sum of four millions of Dol- 



lars be emitted, on the same security as sums of money 
heretofore emitted by Congress have been. 

That the Committee for superintending the Treasury be 
directed to consider the numbers and .denominations of the 
Bills in which it will be proper to emit the above four mil- 
lions, and report to Congress. 

The Committee appointed to consider into what depart- 
ments the Middle and Southern Colonies ought to be 
divided, brought in their Report, which was read. 

The Committee to whom sundry Letlers from Briga- 
dier-General Arnold, Brigadier-General Woostcr, Major- 
General Schuyler, and Major- General Lee, were referred, 
brought in their Report, which being taken into considera- 
tion, on motion made, 

Resolved, That Major-General Lee be directed imme- 
diately to repair to Canada, and take command of the 
Army of the United Colonies in that Province. 

That Major-General Schuyler be directed to repair, as 
soon as his health will permit, to New- York, and take the 
command of the Forces, and conduct the military opera- 
lions there ; and that the President inform him by express 
of this arrangement, and the reasons that led to it. 

That it be recommended to the Convention .or Commit- 
tee of Safely of New- York, to supply General Lee with a 
quantity of suitable Cannon, not exceeding twelve, and 
one or more Mortars, if to be had, with Bails, Shells, and 
other necessaries for the siege or assault of Quebeck, and 
that they assist him in forwarding the same with all possi- 
ble expedition. 

That the Regiment of Canadians, the raising of which 
is mentioned in Brigadier-General Arnold's Letter, of the 
12ih of January last, to have been put on foot by him, 
receive the same pay, and be subject to the same regula- 
tions as the other Forces employed in Canada, and be ac- 
counted part of the number designed to be raised for that 
service. 

That the appointment of Captain Rensselaer to be 

Deputy Mustermaster-General of the Forces in Canada, 
be confirmed. 

That the appointment of John Hoisted, Esquire, to be 
Commissary for the Army before Quebeck, be confirmed. 

That Major-General Schuyler be directed to have Pro- 
visions stored in proper places near Hudson's River, be- 
tween Albany and the Highlands, to supply such Troops 
as it may be necessary to call out of the country. 

That the offer made by Major-General Schuyler, to pay 
at the rate of four Shillings per day for each of the Sleds 
hired to forward the Pennsylvania and New- Jersey Forces 
in their march to Canada, be complied with. 

That the Officers in the Continental Armies' be "enjoined 
to use their utmost diligence in preventing every kind of 
plunder; and that all who shall offend herein, be punished 
according to the strictest discipline. 

That the Resolves of Congress for encouraging Suttlers 
to attend the Army in Canada be published, with the in- 
formation that Hosiery, Shoes, Coarse Linens, Soap, Rum, 
Sugar, and Wine, are much wanted there. 

That a few Artificers, such as Armourers, Smiths, Car- 
penters, Harness-Makers, and Wheelwrights, with proper 
persons to superintend them, be forthwith sent to Canada. 

That it be recommended to the Convention "_pf New- 
York, that such of the Officers who served faithfully in 
Canada the last campaign, as are willing to continue there, 
be preferred, in the new levies of the Colony of New-Yor7f, 
to others. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be chosen to 
prepare Instructions for the Committee appointed to go to 
Canada. 

The Members elected, Mr. /. Adams, Mr. Wythe, and 
Mr. Sherman. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Tuesday next, 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the propriety of opening the Ports, and the 
Restrictions and Regulations of Trade, after the first of 
March next. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to purchase 
sundry articles of Clothing for the Northern Army, be 
directed to contract for good strong Shoes, for the Army in 
Canada. 

The Congress, taking into consideration the Report of 
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the Committee on the method of subsisting the Troops in 
New- York, Sic, 
- Resolve-id, That the sum of thirty-five thousand Dollars 
be advanced to the Convention or Committee of Safety of 
New-York, for the support of the Troops employed in the 
defence of that Colony : the said Convention orCommittee 
of Safety to be accountable for the expenditure thereof; 
and that an Order be drawn on the Treasurers for the above 
sum, in favour of the Delegates of that Colony, who are 
directed to forward the same. 

_,* That it be recommended to the Convention orCommittee 
oT Safety of New- York, to contract with proper persons 
for supplying the said Troops with the Rations allowed by 
Congress, and with Fuel, and other necessaries, on the most 
reasonably. terms in their, power. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due : 

On an Account exhibited by the Committee of Fre- 
derick County, Maryland, to be paid to S. Chase and W. 
Paca, Esquires, the sum of 860-9 Dollars, of which 268.4 
Dollars, being for Rifles, &c, furnished Captain Cresap's 
Company of Riflemen, ought to be charged to the said 
Company, and the remainder to the Continent. 

To Nicholas flower, for Wagonage, the sum of 74.4 
Dollars, and that the same ought to be paid to Daniel 
Rower. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday. 

Monday, February 19, 177G. 

Met according to adjournment, and having attended the 
Oration delivered in honour of General Montgomery, and 
of those Officers and Soldiers who magnanimously fought 
and fell with him in maintaining the principles of liberty :* 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

* An Oration in Memory of General Montgomery, and of the Officers and 
Soldiers who fell with him, December 31, 1775, before Quebeck; 
r drav>\up {and delivered Februauy 19, 1776,) at the desire of the 
Honourable Continental Congress, by William Smith, D. D., Provost 
of the College and Academy of Philadelphia. 

Fathers, Brethren and Countrymen! An occasion truly solemn 
has assembled us this day; and, that your attention may bo alike solemn 
and serious, hoar, in the first place, ttie voice of Eternal Truth : " It is 
better to go to the house of mourning, than to the house of feasting ;" 
for, " None of us liveth to himself, and no man dioth to himself." 
, But there are some men, illuminated with a purer Tay of divinity, 
patriots of the first magnitude, who, in a peculiar sense, may be said 
to liveand jtfie, not to themselves, but to others; and consequently to 
film who is Uie author of all goodness. Endowed with that superior 
excellency which does honour to our whole species, the virtuous of 
every nation claim kindred with them ; and the general interests of 
humanity are concerned in their character. 

In veneration of such men, to exchange the accustomed walks of 
pleasure for the house of mourning ; to bedew its sacred recesses with 
tears of gratitude to their memory; to strive, if possible, to catch some 
1 portion of their ethereal spirit, as it mounts from this earthly sphere, 
into perfect union with congenial spirits above — is a laudable custom, 
coeval with society, and sanctified to us by the example of the wisest 
nations, . . 

It was the manner of the Egyptians, the fathers of arts and science, 
not only to celebrate the names, but to embalm the bodies of their de- 
ceased heroes, that they might he long preserved in publick view, as 
examples of virtue ; and, although " dead, yet speaking." 

But this, honour was not easily to be obtained; nor was it bestowed 
indiscrirai^ately upon the vulgar great. It was decreed only by the 
publick voice — a venerable assembly of judges, before whom tiie body 
of the deceased was brought for trial, and solemnly acquitted or con. 
dem'ned upon the evidence of the people. 

fiven Kings themselves, however much spared when alivo, for the sake 
of publick tranquillity, had still this more than fiery ordeU before their 
ejel ; and, by the example of some of their number, who had been re- 
fused sepulture in those very tombs which their pride had prepared to 
their own "memory, were taught both to venerate and to dread a law, 
which extended its punishments beyond the usual times of oblivion. 

The moral of this institution was truly sublime — constantly incul- 
cating a most important lesson, "That whatever distinctions our wants 
and vices may render necessary, in this short and imperfect period of 
our being, they are all cancelled by the hand of death; and, through 
the endless untried periods which succeed, virtue and beneficence will 
make the truo distinctions, and be the only foundations of happiness 
and renown ! 

If from the Egyptians, we pass to the Greeks, particularly tho 
enlightened Athenians, wo shall find that they had an express law, 
appointing orations and publick funerals, in honour of those who glo. 
riously sacrificed their lives to their country. And this solemn office 
was performed before the great assemblies of the people ; sometimes 
for one, and sometimes for bands of heroes together. 

Thucydides has recorded a celebrated Oration of this last kind, de. 
livcred by Pericles. The illustrious speaker, after a most animating 
description of the Amor Patriot — the love of our country — which he 
exalts above all human virtues, turns to the deceased : 

" Haying bestowed their lives to the publick, every one of them, (says 
he) hath received a praise that will never decay; a sepulchre that will 
always be most illustrious ; not that in which their bones lie moulder- 
ing, but thai in which their fame is preserved. This whole earth is the 



Tuesday, February 20, 1776. 
The Convention of New- Jersey, having made a new 
choice of Delegates to represent that Colony in Congress, 
three of said Delegates attending, produced their Creden- 
tials, which were read as follows: 

" In Provincial Convention, New.Jersey, Brunswick, ) 

February 14, 1776. $ 

" On motion, Resolved, unanimously, That William Li- 
vingston, John De Hart, Richard Smith, John Cooper, 
and Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant, Esqs., be Delegates to 
represent this Province in the Continental Congress, for the 
space of one year, or until others shall be legally appoint- 
ed in their stead ; and that they, or any three or more of 
them, have full and ample power to consent and agree to 
all measures which such Congress shall deem necessary; 
and this Province bind themselves to execute, to the utmost 
of their power, all resolutions which the said Congress may 
adopt. And further, if the said Congress shall think neces- 
sary to adjourn, we do authorize our said Delegates to re- 
present and act for this Province, in any one Congress to 
be held by virtue of such adjournments, during their dele- 
gation. 

"A true copy from the Minutes : 

" William Patterson, Secretary." 

A Letter from General Lee, dated 17th February, 1776, 
was read. 

A Memorial from a number of the Inhabitants of North- 
umberland, in the Colony of Pennsylvania, dated L7th Ja- 
nuary, 1776, with six enclosures, was presented to Con- 
gress, and read : also, 

A Petition from sundry Inhabitants near Pittsburgh, was 
presented and read. 

Resolved, That the above Memorial and Petition be 
referred to a Committee of Five. 

sepulchre of illustrious citizens;" and their inscription is written upon 
tho hearts of all good men. 

"As for you, the survivors, from this very moment, emulating their 
virtues, place your sole happiness in liberty ; and be prepared to follow 
its call through every danger." Then, addressing himself, with ex. 
quisite tenderness, to the relicts and children of the deceased, he sug. 
gesls to them that the Commonwealth was their husband, their fj.Un.-r 
and brother. 

" From this day forward to the age of maturity, shall the orphans 
be educated at the publick expense of the state. For this benevolent 
meed have the laws appointed to all future relicts of thoso who may 
fall in the publick contests." 

Nor were the Romans less careful in this matter. Considering men 
in general as brave, more by art than nature ; and that honour is a more 
powerful incentive than fear ; they made frugality, temperance, patience 
of labour, manly exercise, and love of their country, the main principles 
of education. Cowardice and neglect of duty in the field, were seldom 
punished with death or corpora] inflictions; but, by what was account- 
ed worse, a life decreed to ignominous expulsion and degradation from 
Roman privileges. On tho contrary, deeds of publick virtue were re- 
warded, according to their magnitude, with statues, triumphs of vari. 
ous kinds, peculiar badges of dress at publick solemnities, and songs of 
praise* to the living as well as the dead. 

Next to the hymns composed in honour of the gods, poetry derived 
its origin from the songs of triumph to heroes, t who tamed the rude 
manners of mankind, t founded cities, repelled the incursions of ene- 
mies, and gave peace to their country. And this custom began when 
Rome contained only a few shepherds, gathering strength by an alluvies 
of the outcasts of neighbouring nations. 

Those first efforts of poetick eulogy, whether in prose or verse (like 
those of a similar origin, which nature, always the samo, teaches our 
Savage neighbours,) although often sublime in substance, were yet so 
rude in structure, that Liwy}} forbeaTS quoting them, as having become 
intolerable to the more refined tasto of his age, however suitable they 
might have been to the era of their production. 

What a multitude of compositions of this kind must have existed 
between the barbarous songs of tho military upon the triumph of 
Cossius,§ and the celebrated panegyrick of Pliny upon Trajan.' They 
are said to have been swelled into two thousand volumes, even in tho 
time of Augustus. In short, the praise of publick virtue was wrought 
into tho whole texture of Roman polity; and Virgil, calling religion to 
his aid, gave it the highest finish. 

He divides his hades, or place of ghosts, into different regions ; and 
to the gulph of deepest perdition, T consigns those monsters of iniquity 
who delightod in the destruction of mankind, ** betrayed their country, 

* They are called "Carmhw," as wrought up in the high poetick style ; but were not, 
therefore, always in verse or measure. 

t Solid stint, in epulis, canere convivas ad tibicinem, de claronun hominum virtutt-.— 
Cicere. 

% Qui terras hominnmtnie colvmi. genus, aspera bella 
Compontmt, agros assignant, oppida condunt.— Horace. 
]| Carmen ennentes ibant^ ilia tempestate forsitan laudabile rudibus ingeniis, nunc 
abhoriens aud inconditum si referutur. 

$ Longe maximum tritimphi spectaculum fuit Cossius — in eum miiites carmina ineon- 
dtta, aquantes eum Homulo, cantre.— Livy. 

% " Full twice as deep the dungeon of the Fiends, 
The huge Tartarean gloomy gulph descends 
Below these regions, as these regions lie 
From the bright realms of yon ethereal sky." 

** " This wretch his country to a tyrant sold, 
And barter'd glorious liberty tor gold : 
Laws for a bribe he pass'd— but passed in Tain 
For these same laws a bribe repeal'd again." 
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The Members chosen, Mr. Heices, Mr. W. Livingston, 
Mr. Paca, Mr. E. Rutledgc, and Mr. Chase. 

Lieutenant Brasher, who had the orders of General 
Schuyler to conduct a number of Canadian Prisoners to 

or violated its religion and laws. There he excruciates them, in com. 
piny with 

" Gordons ami Hydras ami Chimeras dire "* 

Vultures prey upon their vitals, or they are whirled eternally round 
with Ixion upon his wheel, or bound down with Tantulus.t whose 
burning lip hangs quivering over the elusive waters it cannot touch ; or 
the fury Tysiphone, her hair entwined with serpents, her garments red 
with human gore, urges on their tortures with unrelenting hand ! 

The poet having thus exhausted imagination, as well as mythology, 
in the description of punishments for tl.e disturbers of mankind and 
foLS to their country, raises his conclusion lo a height of horror beyond 
the roach of expression : 

" Had I a hundred mouths, a hundred tongues, 
A voice of brass, and adamantine lunge ; 
Not hair the mighty seciie could I disclose; 
Repeat their crimes, or count their di-tadiu! woes.''l 

Nor has Virgil strayed any further through the fields of fancy or fablo 
in this place, than to borrow strength of colouring for she garb of truth ; 
and, I suspect, that he drank from a purer fountain than that of He I i- 
cm, when he peopled his Tarturvs with the ancient scourges of the 
h.unan race. An authority sacred among Christians has, indeed, given 
us a most awful confirmation of his doctrine. 

A prophet and poet indeed, whose inspiration was truly from Heaven, 
the incomparably sublime Isaiah, foretelling the fall of Babylon, has an 
ode of triumph, wherein he exults over its haughty monarch in strains 
of wonderful irony and reproach. He. reprobates him as a destroyer of 
mankiiKU who had "made the world a wilderness." He represents the 
whole earth as delivered from a curse by his fall ! The trees of the 
forest rejoice, because he is laid low ! The very grave refuses a co- 
vering to his execrable corse ! He is consigned to the depths of misery; 
while the infernal mansions themselves are moved at his approach, 
and tlie ghosts of departed tyrants rise up, in horrid array and mockery 
of triumph, to bid him welcome to his final abode ! 

The astonishing grandeur and spirit of this passage, and indeed of 
the whole ode, are unrivalled by any poet|l of Greek or Romun name. 

" How hath the oppressor ceaBed ! The Lord hath broken the staff 
of the wicked ! He that smote the people in wrath — that rul,:d the 
nations in anger — is persecuted, and none hindcreth! The whole earth 
is at rest ; they break forth into singing ; yea, the fir-trees rejoice at 
thee, and the cedars of Lebanon, saying, Since thou art laid down, no 
feller is come up against us. 

" Hell from beneath is moved for thee, to meet thee at thy coming. 
It stirrelh up the dead for thee ; even the chiefs of the nations ! They 
s.ty unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we ? Thy pomp is brought 
down to the grave — How art thou fallen, O Lucifer, that didst weaken 
the nations ? All Kings, (moaning just and merciful Kings,) even all 
of them lie in glory, every one in his own house, (or sepulchre ;) but 
thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch," &.c. — Isa. 
iah xiv. 

But although the reward of heroes, in the Christian's heaven, be our 
proper theme on this solemn day; yet the passing view which we have 
taken of the perdition decreed to the traitors of their country, in the 
poet's hell, confirmed, also, by the voice of Scripture, is not foreign to 
our main purpose. 

I know your bosoms glow with so strong an aversion to all the foes 
of liberty in this life, that you will surely avoid every thought and ac. 
tion, which might doom you to their company in the life to come ; and, 
therefore, bidding adieu — and may it be an eternal adieu — to those 
dreary regions and their miserable inhabitants, let us now exalt our 
joyous view to those celestria! mansions, where the benefactors of man. 
kind renp immortal triumphs! 



" Lo ,' the blest train advance along the meads, 
And snowy wreaths adorn their glorious heads — 
Patriots who perish'd for their country's right, 
Or nobly triumph'd in the field of right, 
Worthies, wlio fife by useful arts refin'd, "} 

AVith those who leave a deathless name behind, > 
Friends of the world, and patrons of maukind.J 
Some on the verdant plains are stretch* d along, 
Sweet to the ear, their tuneful Paeans rung;." 



Hut here, ye Pagan poets, and thou Prince of their choir, wo leave 
you far behind ; § for your sublimest flights are now infinitely short of 
the thtmc! Your gloomy theology gave you tolerable aid in forming 



* Milton here borrows his monsters from Virgil : 

■ — u Jiamhguc armata Chimccra ; 

Corgones, Har/jitc<jue."~&c. 
See Virgil, B. VI, front line 288 to line 627 ; or Pitt's excellent translation, 
f Tantalus a labris, sitiens, fugientia capiat 
Flumina — . Horace. 

X Milton has taken tke same method of raising his description, by leaving something 
lo be conceived beyond the power of words to express : 
" Abominable, unutterable, and worse 
Than fables yet liavc feign'd, or fear conceiv'd." 

| Alexus himself (sailh Bishop Newton) so highly renowned for his hatred of tyranny, 
and w hose odes ate alike aliirrutted by the spirit of liberty and poetry, has nothing that 
can be compared with the Prophet in this place. 

The excellent prelate above quoted, hath a further remark on this passage, which it 
would be unpardonable to omit, 

"What a pleasure must jtjtfford all readers of an exalted taste and generous senti- 
ments, all true lovers of liberty, to hear the prophets thus exulting over tvrants and 
oppressors ? The Scriptures, although often perverted to the purposes of lyraniiy, are 
yet in their own nature, calculated to promote the civil and religious libel-ties of mankind. 
True religion, virtue, and liberty, are more intimately connected than men commonly 
consider. 

f A poet now, as may appear from the following lines of Thomson, can give us de- 
sciiptions of Klysian bliss, far luperior to those of Virgil; " whose ideas on this subject 
(as Mr. Spem-e observe*,) although preferable to those of Homer, and all the other 
ancient poets, are still so very low that they seem little more than borrowed from holy- 
day sports on the hanks of Twer ;" 

" In those bright regions of celestial day. 

Far other scenes, far other pleasures reign — 

All beauty here below, to thein compar'd, 

WoMkl like arose before the mid-day sun, 

Shrink up its'blossom— like a bubble, break 

The passing poor magnificence of Kings— 

For there the King ot Nature, in full Blaze 

Calls every splendour forth ; and there His court, 

Amid ethereal powers and virtues, holds — 

Angels, archangels, tutelary gods, 

Of cities, nations, empires, and of worlds— 

But sacred be the veil that kindly clouds 

A light too keen for mortals - ■ -. — .'* 



New- Jersey or Pennsylvania, having executed his orders, 
laid his Instructions before Congress, which were read. 

Also, Quartermaster Shallus, of the First Pennsylvania 
Battalion, having had orders to conduct certain Prisoners 

a hell, but the utmost efforts of natural genius could not make a hea- 
ven worthy of a rational and immortal soul ! The glory of giving some 
animating description of that bliss "which eye hath not seen, nor ear 
before heard, nor could the unenlightened heart of man otherwise con- 
ceive," was left for a more Divine teacher. From him we learn, that 
a heart pure and detached from sordid pleasures, a soul panting after 
perfection, striving to imitate the goodness of heaven, anticipating its 
approving sentence, and devoted to the service of mankind, shall at 
last rise and mix in eternal fellowship with the beatified family of 
God! 

Having now, my respected countrymen, and I hope I do not weary 
you, laid a wide foundation upon the practice of the wisest nations — 
in support of the presenl solemnity — I shall add but little more con- 
cerning the pttblick utility of the thing itself. 

Circumstanced as we now are, and perhaps shall long be, in building 
up a fabrick for future ages, it would be a wise institution, if in imita- 
tion of the Genoese Feast of Union, we should make at least an annual 
pause, for a review of past incidents, and of the characters of those 
who have borne an illustrious share in them; thereby animating our 
virtue, and uniting ourselves more closely in the bonds of mutual 
friendship. 

The world, in general, is more willing to imitate, than to be taught; 
and examples of eminent characters have a stronger influence than 
written precepts. Men's actions are a more faithful mirror of their 
lives than their words. The former seldom deceive ; but the latter 
often. The deeds of old contract a venerable authority over us, when 
sanctified by the voice of applauding ages; and, even in our own day, 
our hearts take an immediate part with those who have nobly triumphed, 
or greatly suffered in our behalf. 

But the more useful the display of such characters may be to the 
world, the more difficult is the work. And I am not to learn, that of 
all kinds of writing, panegyrick requires lhe most delicate hand. Men 
seldom endure the praise of any actions, but those which their sclf-lovo 
represents as possible to themselves. Whatever is hold up as an exam. 
pie, if placed bjyond tlie reach of humanity, duly exalted Vy publick 
spirit, will excite no emulation; and whatever is placed within the vul- 
gar walks of life, will attract no attention. 

There is a further difficulty, peculiar to certain times; particularly 
those of civil dissension, when the tempers of men are worked into 
ferment. Whence il happens, that they who have been the subjects of 
obloquy in one age, have become the theme of praisa in another. Such 
was Hampder., in the days of passive obedience, branded as a seditious 
disturber of his country's peace ; and, at the blessed era of the Revo, 
lution, exalted into the first rank of patriots. Such was Sidney, con- 
demned to a scaffold in the former period ; and, in the latter, immor- 
talized by the delegated voice of the nation! 

What judgment posterity will form of the present mighty contest, in 
which these United, Colonies are engaged, I am at no low to determine 
in my own heart. But, while the same actions are, by one part of a great 
empire, pronounced the most criminal resistance, and by another, the 
most laudable efforts of self-preservation ; no publick character can be 
drawn alike acceptable to all. Nevertheless, as the faithful historian 
is the best panegyrist of true merit, he will not fashion himself to times 
and seasons, but exalt himself above them; and, conscious of his dig- 
nity, as responsible to succeeding ages, will take eternal truth as his 
support, which can alone bear tiie impartial test of future examination. 
He knows that the divine colours of virtue, although they may give a 
temporary glare, will not blend or mellow info a grouhd.work of vica. 

Whatever events, disastrous or happy, may lie before us; yet some 
degree of applause, even from an enemy, is certainly due to those illui. 
trious men, who, led by conscience, and a clear persuasion of duty, sac., 
rifice their ease, their lives, and fortunes, to the publick ; and from their 
friends and country they are entitled to a deathless renown. 

Perish that narrow pride, which will suffer men to acknowledge no 
virtue, but among their own party. In this direful contest, the chief 
concern of a liberal mind will be, that so much personal virtue as may 
be found on both sides, instead of being united in some great national 
point for the common good, should be dreadfully employed to the pur- 
pose of mutual destruction. And a man can as soon divest hiinseif of 
his hum.mity, as refuse the tribute of veneration due to actions truly 
magnanimous. ~ "- 

When once it becomes criminal to plead the cause of a suffering peo. 
pic ; when their virtues can no longer be safely recorded ; then tyranny 
has put the last hand to her barbarous work. All the valuable purpo- 
ses of society are frustrated; and whatever other human fate remains, 
will be wholly indifferent to the wise and good. 

There are, also, many whose minds are so little, that they can con- 
ceive nothing great, which does not court the eye in all the trappings 
of dress, titles, and external splendour. An American patriot ! a blanket 
hero! a General from the plough ! alT these are terms of ridicule and 
reproach among many. Yet such was Cincinnatits, in the best days of 
Roman virtue ; and a British poet, already quoted, hath boldly taught 
his countrymen this noble lesson : 

" Some, with whom compar'd, your insect-tribes 
Are but the beings of a summer's day, 
Have held the scale of empire, rul'd the storm 
Of mighty war; then, with qnwi^iricd hand, 
Disdaining little delicacies, sei^'d 
The plough, and greatly independent liv'd." — Thomttn, 

The same noble lesson is also taught, by thenreliTtnown story of the 
two Spanish grandees, who were sent Ambassadors to the Hague. Not- 
withstanding all the pride of their nation, they did not despise the Dutch 
Deputies when they met them in a plain habit, and saw them on a journey 
sit down upon the grass, to a frugal repast of bread and cheese, out of 
their knapsacks. On tlie contrary, they cried out, " We shall never be 
able to conquer these people ; we must even mike peace with them." 

Should ambassadors honour us with jiyisit, npon a like occasion ; let 
us be prepared to meet them in the same .mnjestieTt simplicity of dress 
and manners. Let us convince them that publick virtue is confined to 
no class of men ; and that, although it sometimes basks in the sunshine 
of Courts, it frequently lies hid in. Uie shades of obscurity, like tho 
latent fire in flint, till called forth by the coliisTve hand oFoppression. 
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down from Kingston, and having executed his orders, laid 
his Instructions before Congress, which were read. 

Resolved, That the above be referred to the Committee 
on the Prisoners. 

Adversily is the season which shows the spirit of a man in its full 
Vigour; and times of civil calamity never f.iil to strike forth lights, 
■sometimes single, and sometimes whole constellations, mingling their 
kindred rays to warm and to illuminate the genius of their country. 

The sacred flame thus enkindled, is not fed by the fuel of faction or 
party; but by pure benevolence and love of the publick. It, therefore, 
Boon rises above the selfish principles, refines and brightens as it rises, 
and expands itself into heavenly dimensions. Being inextinguishable 
in its own nature, the blood of thousands on the scaffold, or in the fluid, 
is but as oil poured into a conflagration, increasing its vehemence, till 
it consumes all before it; burning still clearer and stronger, unto the 
full day of peace and civil happiness. 

Those who enjoy a true portion of this divine flame, duly called forth 
into exercise, stand in no need of further titles or distinctions, either by 
birth or grant. For what can the world present greater to the sight of 
mortals, or even immortals, than a man who knows and courts the 
blessings of peace, who wishes to breathe out his last in its arms; and, 
keeping it still as his object, is nevertheless roused by the first pang of 
his sutil-ring country; gives his whole illustrious spirit to her relief; 
rises above all human allurements; never rjmits his zeal ; fears nothing;* 
r-.'gards nothing — but the sentiments which virtue and magnanimity 
inspire ? What higher qualities can be required to entitle a man to tlie 
veneration and eulogies of his country ? And these loo will be his 
most durable monument. 

The magnificent structures raised, by the gratitude of mankind, to 
their benefactors of old, had but a local and temporary use. They 
were beheld only by one people, and for a few ages — 

u Tlie Heav'n aspiring pyramid, tlie proud 
Triumphal arch, and all that e'er upheld 
The worshippM name of lio.ir antiquity 
Are mouldering; into dust." 

In vain docs the wayfiring man investigate tlie tottering ruins for 
the divinity once enshrined there I A scanty receptacle, about six feet 
in length and half the breadth, informs him that it or.ee contained some 
human dust, long since mingled with the common mass. In vain does 
the prying antiquary dwell upon the sculpture, or strive to collect and 
spell tlie scattered fragmontsof letters. The inscription is gone — long 
since gone, effaced, obliterated ! And fruitless were the search, through 
the whole world, for the Hero's name, if it were not recorded in the 
Orator's pvge, and proclaimed by the faithful voico of History. 

There it shalUive, while the smallest vestiges of literature remain 
upon earth — yea, till the final dissolution of things human ; nor shall 
it perish then ; but, being the immediate care of Heaven, the great 
Archangel, when he sweeps suns and systems from their place, and 
kindles up their last fires, stretching forth Itis mighty arm, shall pluck 
the deathless scroll from the devouring conflagration, and give it a 
place among the archivos of eternity ! 

But whither am I borne? to what heights have I ascended? I look 
down with astonishment and tremble at my situation ! Oh ! let your 
friendly arms be extended to save me as I fall. For in the idea I have 
of my subject, I have undertaken to guide the chariot of the sun ; and 
how shall I steer through the exalted track that lies before me? Con- 
sidering myself as honoured with this day's office by the delegated 
voice of some millions of People through a vast continent, upon an oc- 
casion, wherein their gratitude, their dignity, their love of liberty, nay, 
even their reputation in literature, are all, in some degree, concerned ; 
what language shall I use, or how shall I accommodate myself to eve- 
ry circumstance in the arduous work ? 

Truth alone must guide the hand that delineates a character. Should 
I affect to soar aloftand dip my pencil in the colours of the sky, I 
should but.endanger my own wings, melt their wax, and be precipita- 
ted headlong. Nor is the danger less in the other extreme. 

O ! then, for some better I'habus, some presiding Genius, to guide 
mo through my remaining way ; to point out the middle path, and teach 
me to unite dignity with easo, strength with perspicuity ; and truth 
with the unaffected graces of elocution. Or rather, you shall be my 
Phabus, my inspiring as well as presiding Genius, ye delegated fathers 
of your country! So far will I «trive to imitate him, t who always ani- 
rnated himself wjUi bis.subject, by thus accosting himself before he went 
forth to speak — 

" Remember thou art this day going to address men born in the 
arms of Liberty, Grecians, Athenians .'" Let no thought enter thy 
heart — let JIB word_faIL from^lhy tongue unworthy of such an audi, 
once ! 

As to that hero, whose memory you celebrate as a Proto. Marty rt to 
your rights — for through whatever fields I have strayed, he has never 
escaped my view— as to him I say, if anything human could now 
leach his ear, nothing but tlie. great concerns of virtue, liberty, truth, 
and justice would be tolerable to him ; for to these was his life devoted 
from his early years. 

He had received aljberal education in Ireland, his native country, 
before he went into the Army; and was, indeed, endued with talents 
which would have led him to eminence in any profession. His own he 
studied with a felicity which soon distinguished his military abilities ; 
but war and conquest haying no other charms to him than as the 
necessary means of peace and happiness to mankind, he still found 
leisure, in the midst of camps, to cultivate an excellent taste for philoso. 
phyand polite literature. To these he added a careful study of the arts 
of Government, and the rights of mankind; looking forward to that 
time, when he might descend, into the still scenes of private life, and 
give a full flow to.lhe native and acquired virtues of a heart rich in 
moral excellence. 

Above eighteen years ago he had attained the rank of Captain in the 
-Seventeenth ..Regiment, under General Monckton, and stood full in the 
way of high preferment ; having borne a share in all the labours of our 
American Wars, and the reduction of Canada. Ill-fated region ! short- 
sighted mortals! Little did lie foresee the scenes which that land had 

* Kihil extimescere ; omnia humana. despicere ; nihil quod homini aceidere possit in- 
tolerajidum.putare.-'^O'ccJ'o. 

t Pericle*. 

4 The author did not intend to appropriate this term so as to detract from the merit 
of Doctor Warren, and" other brave men ^ ho fell before, in the same cause. 



Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
deliver to Colonel Maxwell, or order, twenty stand of 
Arms for the use of his Battalion, he lo be accountable for 
the same. 

sfill in reserve for him ! Little did thpse generous Americans, who then 
stood by his side, think that they were assisting to subdue a country, 
which would one duy be held up over us, as a greater scourge in the 
hands of friends, than ever it was in the hands of enemies ! - 

Had such a thought then entered our hearts, we should Tiavc started 
with indignation from tho deed of horror. Onr heroism w'ould have 
appeared madness and parricide ! The lifted steel would have, dropped 
from the warrior's arm! The axe and the hoe from, the labourrWs 
grasp! America would have weeped through all her forests; and her 
well cultivated fields refused to yield further sustenance to her infatu- 
ated sons ! __ _ 

But far cliff-rent were our thoughts at that time. We considered our- 
selves as co-operating with our brethren for the glory of the empire; 
to enable them to secure our common peace and liberty; to humanize, 
adorn, and dignify, with Biitish privileges, a vast Continent; to become 
strong in our strength, happy in our happiness ; and to derive that from 
our affection, which no force can extort from a free people ; and which 
the miserable and oppressed cannot give ! 

And these, too, were the sentiments of our lamented hero ; for Tie 
had formed an early attachment, amounting even to an enthusiaslick 
love, for this country ! The woodland and tho plain ; the face of na- 
ture, grand, venerable, and yet rejoicing in her prime; our "mighty 
rivers, descending in vast cataracts through wild and shaggy moun- 
tains, or gliding in silent majesty through fertile vales ; their numerous 
branches and tributary springs; our romantick scones of rural quiet; 
our simplicity of manners, yet uncorrupted by luxury or flagrant vice; 
our love of knowledge and ardour for liberty — all these served to con- 
vey tho idea of primeval felicity to a heart which ho had taught to beat 
in unison with the harmony of Heaven ! 

He, therefore, chose America, as the field of his future usefulness; 
and as soon as the blessings of peace were restored to his country, and 
duty to his Sovereign would permit, he took his leave of the army, and 
having soon connected himself, by marriage, with an ancient and ho- 
nourable family, in the Province of New-York, he chose a delightful 
retirement upon the banks of Hudson's River, at a distance from the 
noise of a busy world ! Having a heart distended witlj honevolence, and 
panting to do good, ho soon acquired, without courting it from his 
neighbours, that authority, which an opinion of superior talents and 
inflexible integrity never fail to create. 

In this most eligible of all situations, tho life of a country gentleman, 
deriving its most exquisite relish from reflection upon past dangers and 
past services, he gave full scope to his philosophick spirit, and taste for 
rural elegance. Self-satisfied and raised above vulgar ambition, lie do. 
voted his time to sweet domestic!? intercourse with the amiable partner 
of his heart, friendly converse with men of worth, tho stmly of useful 
books, and the improvement of his favoured villa. .Nor from that h;ip- 
py spot did he wish to stray, until ho should receive his last summons 
to happiness more than terrestrial. 

But when the hand of power was stretched forth against the land. of 
his residence, he had a heart loo noble not to sympathize in its dis- 
tress. From that fatal day— and oh ! that it had never found a place 
in the volumes of Time — from that fatal day, in which. the first Ame- 
rican blood was spilt by the hostile hands of British nretliren, and the 
better genius of the empire, veiling her face in anguish, turned abhor- 
rent from tho strife of Death among her children — I say, from that 
fatal day, he chose his part. 

Although his liberal spirit placed him above local prejudices, and Tie 
considered himself as a member of the empire at large ; yet America, 
struggling in the cause of liberty, henceforth became his peculiar 
country; and that country took full possession of his soul ; lifting him 
above this earthly dross, and every private affection 1 . Worth like his 
could be no longer hid in the shades of obscurity ; nor permit him to 
be placed in that inferior station with which a mind, great in humility 
and self-denial, would have been contented. It was wisely considered 
that he who had so well learned to obey, was fittest to command ; and, 
therefore, being well assured of his own heart, ho resigned himsdOo 
the publick voice, nor hesitated a moment longer to accept the impor- 
tant commission freely offered to him, and, with the firmness of ano- 
ther Rcgulus, to bid farewell to his peaceful retirement and domestick 
endearments. 

Here followed a scene of undissembled tenderness and distress, which 
all who hear mc may, in some degree, conceive, But all _caniiol_truly 
feel. You only who are husbands — whose hearts .have been intimate- 
ly blended with the partners of your bliss, and h_ave_kno_wn the pangs 
of separation, when launching into dangers, uncertain of your fate ; 
you only would I now more directly address. Give a moment's pause 
for reflection ! Recall your own former feelings, your inward strug- 
gles, your virtuous tears ! Here bid them again freely flow, while you 
listen to our hero's parting words — 

Ye scenes where home-felt pleasures dwelt, 
And thou, my dearer self farewell ! 
u Perhaps the Cypress, only tree 

Of all these groves, shall follow me"— * . ^ 

But still, to Triumph ur a Tomb, 

Where Virtue calls, I come, 1 come I — 

[The foregoing lines wore set and performed to musick, which" gave 
an opportunity of a pause, in delivering the Oration,] 

" I come, I come !" Nor were these the words of disappointed am- 
bition ; nor dictated by any sudden start of party zeal. He had weigh. 
ed the contest wcl], was intimately acquainted with the inalienable 
rights of freemen, and ready to support them at every peril ! lie had 
long foreseen and lamented the fatal issue to which things were has- 
tening. He knew that the sword of civil destruction, once drawn, is 
not easily sheathed ; that men having their minds inflamed and the 
weapons of defence in their hands, seldom know tho just point whore 
to stop, even when they have it in their power; and often proceed to 
actions, the bare contemplation of which would at 5rst nave astonish- 
ed them. 

It was, therefore, his desire rather to soften than, .inflame violent 
humours, wishing that America, in all her actions, miglit stand justi- 
fied in the sight of God and the world. He foresawthe .horrid train of 
evils which would be let loose by tho slroko which! should sever tho 
" Hor. B. II. Ode 14. 1. 22—2J. 
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The Congress took into Consideration the Report of the 
Committee on the ways and means of procuring Cannon : 

Resolved, That two hundred and fifty Twelve-Pounders, 
sixty Nine-Pounders, and sixty-two Four-Pounders, be 
purchased for the use of the Colonies. 



That the Committee appointed on the ways and means 
of procuring Cannon, be empowered to purchase or con- 
tract for making the same. 

That a new Member be chosen and added to that Com- 
mittee. 



ancient bond of union between Great Britain and us. It was, there- 
fore, his wish that such a stroke should never proceed first from the 
hand of America. Nor did it so proceed. 

The resistance made at Lexington was not the traitorous act of men 
conspiring against the supreme powers; nor directed by the councils 
of any publick body in America; but rose immediately out of the case, 
and was dictated by self-preservation, Hie first great law of nature as 
well as society. If there was any premeditated scheme here, it was 
premeditated by those who created the dreadful necessity, either of 
resistance or ruin. For, could it be expected that any people, possess- 
ing the least remains of virtue and liberty, would tamely submit to de- 
struction and ravage — to be disarmed as slaves; stripped of their pro- 
perty and left a naked prey even to the insults of surrounding Savages ? 

Was this an experiment worthy of Great Britain? Where was the 
wisdom of her counsellors 1 Had their justice, their moderation, quite 
forsaken them ? Could tiiey possibly expect obedience in such a case 
as this? Would they themselves, in a similar cane, even under a com- 
petent legislative "authority, submit to laws which would destroy the 
great ond of all laws, self. preservation ? Human nature says, No. 
The geni.us,._qf .the English Constitution snys, No. The nation itself 
hath. heretofore Baid, No; and a great oraclq* of its laws has given his 
sanction to the vsrdict — "In cases of national oppression, (says he.) 
the nation hath veTy justifiably risen as one man, to vindicate the origi- 
nal contract subsisting between the King and People." And — "If the 
sovereign power threaten desolation to. a state, mankind will not be 
reasoned out of the feelings of humanity, nor sacrifice liberty to a 
scrupulous adherence to political maxims." 

If the case, of America does not come within the above description, 
there seems to be no equity left upon earth J and whatever is exacted 
by force must, be yielded through fear. But if justice be any thing 
more. than a name, it is surely a solecism in politicks to say, that one 
part of a free country has a right to command that which the other 
"cannot obey without being slaves, nor resist without being rebels." 
Yet to such a sad dilemma doos the Parliamentary claim of a "right 
to bind, us in all .cases whatsoever," reduce America; involving in it a 
tola! surrender of onr liberties; superseding the use of our own legis- 
latures; marking us with such a badge of servitude as no freeman can 
consent to wear; and subjecting us to burdens laid by those who aro 
not only unacquainted with our circumstances, and bear no part of tha 
weight, but ease themselves in proportion as they load us. If this bo 
law, if it bo equity, it has no example among any other people, pos. 
scssing the least glimmerings of virtue or native freedom. 

But although this claim be so. repugnant to every idea of natural as 
well as legal justice, that the guilt of blood which it may occasion can 
be chargeable only on those who attempt to enforce it ; yet I am well 
assured Ihatjvheji compelled at last by hard necessity, either to avert 
the dagger pointed at our breast, or crouch to unconditional servitude, 
our hero's heart bled for the dreadful alternative. 

His principles of loyalty to his Sovereign (whom he had long serv- 
ed, and whose true glory consists in healing those streaming wounds) 
remained firm and unshaken. I.ovo to our brethren, whom wo must 
oppose ; the interchange of good offices, which had so intimately knit 
the T>onc[s of friendship between them and us ; the memory of those bet- 
ter days in which we fought and triumphed together; the vast fabrick 
of mutual happiness raised by our union, and ready to be dissolved by 
our dissensions; the annihilation of those numerous plans of improve- 
ment in which we are engaged for tho glory of the empire — all these 
considerations conspired to render this contest peculiarly abhorrent to 
him and every virtuous American., and could have been outweighed by 
nothing earthly, but tlio_nnqucq.chablo.lpve of liberty, and that sacred 
duty which we owe to ourselves and our posterity. 

Hence, as appears fromjiis papers, even in the full triumph of suc- 
cess, he most ardently joijlfd his worthy friend, Genera] Schuyler,^ in 
praying that " H.t a venfin ay speedily re-unite us in every bond of affec- 
tion and interest; and that the British. empire may again become the 
envy and admiration of the universe, and flourish" till the consumma- 
tion of earthly things. 

This part of his character I dwell upon with particular satisfaction ; 
and, indeed, had ho evidenced a contrary sentiment, or gone forth in 
the rage of conquest instead of the spirit of reconciliation; not all his 
other virtues, nor yet the respect which I owe to the appointment 
wherewith I am now honoured, could have induced me to appear in 
this place, on this occasion. 

God forbid that any of the profession to which I belong, should ever 
forget their peculiar character, exercise a turbulent spirit, or prostitute 
their voice to inflame men's minds to the purposes of wild ambition, or 
mutual destruction. I am happy in knowing that nothing of this kind 
is wished from mo ; nay, that the delegated voice of the Continent, as 
well as of this particular Province, supports me in praying for a resto- 
ration "of the former harmony between Great Britain and these Co- 
lonies upon so firm a basis as to perpetuate its blessings, uninterrupted 
by any future dissensions, to succeeding generations in both coun- 
tries."'} 

Indeed this matter rests in safe hands, and is clear in itself. If re- 
dress of grievances, essentia] liberty, and security against future oppres- 
sion can be obtained agreeable to our own desires ; then, neither consis- 
tency, dignity, nor a regard to our illustrious British friends, who have 
* Ulackstone. t In his letter of November 8th. 

X The above paragraph having been either misrepresented or misunderstood by some, 
the author does not think himself at liberty to make the hast alteration in it, even if he 
judged any tg be necessary. The quotation from the last petition of Congress, ire °V ell 
as the reference made to the instructions of our Assembly, b< ' 



and the author cannot be considered, from thence, as taking upon him to make the least 
dechmuion ^concerning tliepresent sentiments of .either of these bodies 



>oth point to a past period 
nake 1 _, 
nor is tht re a 




.... n P< . . 

sentiment, before .they themselves have declared itj would. not apiy be indecent, but 
very injurious to our cause^ The author is also consistent with himself, and if tbe san\e 
doctrims which, hehas been told, "were well received in his late publication, should now 
be disagreeable to any, the fault .is, not his. .But. he will give thcrender m> further 
trouble on this topick, unless hisjit^h tfetence. 'should, in future render it necessary. 
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defended our cause, pledged themselves for our sincerity, and hope by 
our aid to restore and perpetuate the glory of the whole empire, can 
suffer us to hesitate. To say, let them look to their own safety, and we 
will look to ours, would be unworthy of the liberal soul of any Amc 
rican, truly animated in our present cause, and with the lovo of uni- 
versal liberty. - - ■ -. __ 

But suppose these terms canndt bo obtained ? Why, then, there will 
bo no need of further arguments, much less of aggravations. Timid 
as my heart, perhaps, is, and ill-tuned as my ear may he to the din of 
arms'and the clangour of the trumpet; yet, in that case, sounds which 
are a thousand times more harsh — " even the croaking of frogs in the 
uncultivated fen," or the howling of wild beasts on ilie mountain top, 
where liberty dwells, would bo " preferable to the nightingale's song" 
in vales of slavery, or the melting notes of Corelli in cilies clanking 
their chains! 

If this be a digression, pardon it as the last, and due to my own prin- 
ciples and consistency. I now hasten to attend to our hero through 
the remainder of his career — short, indeed ! but crowded with scenes of 
virtuous activity, which would havo dignified tho longest life. 

The Canada expedition is one of those measures which the enemies 
of American peace, having first rendered necessary, will now strive to 
misconstrue into hostility and offence. But when authentick proofs 
were obtained that a people professing a religion, and subjected to laws, 
different from ours, together with numerous Tribes of Savages, were 
instigated and preparing to deluge our frontiers in blood, let God and 
the world judge whether it was an act of offence; or rather, whether it 
was not mercy to them, to ourselves, to tha whole British empire, to 
use th"! means in our power for frustrating the barbarous attempt. 

Indeed, there was benevolence in the whole plan of his expedition. 
It was to be executed not so much by force as by persuasion ; and ap- 
pearing in the country with such a respectable strength, as might 
protect thq inhabitants from tho insults ajid^ vengeance of those who 
were striving to make them lift up their reluctant arm to the shedding 
fraternal blood. It was further wished. to,kiiidle up the cxpninglamp 
of liberty among them ; to open their eyes to its divine effulgence ; and 
enable them to raise their, dropping head, and claim its blessings as 
their own. 

This was a work, in all its parts, suited" to the geniuTof a Montgo. 
mery. He had a head and heart vyluclfcTqually pointed him out as a fit 
guide in such an undertaking. lie underjtqqd jmd_ejDuld well explain 
the blessings of a free Government... Persuasion d welt u pon his tongue. 
He had a soul, great, disinterested, affectioirater3clightihgTd alleviate 
distress, and to diffuse happiness. He had an industry not to be wea- 
ried out; a vigilance not to be imposed upon; and a courage, when ne. 
cessaTy, equal to his other abilitio's. "_..i~ZZl '_ 

But still, with a few new-raised men, of different Colonics, and, per- 
haps, different tempers ; ili-suppliecT wifhlirms Md^ammunition > worse 
disciplined; unaccustomed to lookj;annbri^in_the_face|to_make or to. 
mount a breach — in such circumstances^ Jhsay, andTnthe short space 
of an autumnal and winter campaign, in rigorous northern clitneB, to 
achieve a work which cost Great ufiiaiir and the Colonies the labour 
of several campaigns, and. what wasa laclTn^o'oiTnlTniUjy^rioTe value 
— the life of the immortal .Wolfe—- this certainly required a ciegree of 
magnanimity beyond the ordinary TcaehTand the exertion oflhe high- 
est abilities of every kind, ~ r ._~ .~_7.~ _ 

The command and conduct of..an ariny, were but small parts of this 
undertaking. The rndia.n$w~cT§~&Jw^eiiJc<lw\lh 1 restrained, and 
kept in temper. The Canadians irg.ro' Ukqwise to ho managed, pro- 
tected ancl.supported; and even hjs.gwn.ju/my, in some degree, to be 
formed, disciplined, animated, accustomed to marches, encampments, 
dangers, fatigues, and the frequentwant of*. necessaries. 

Camps, of all worldly scenes, often exhibit the greatest pictures of 
distress. The sick and the wounded— the dying and the dead — as well 
as the wants and sufferings of the living — all these call forth the most 
tender feelings, and require of a General that, ttTthe courage of a sol- 
dier, he should unite the utmost benevolence of a man ! 

Our General possessed these united qualitiesjnjheir highest lustre; 
of which tboro are nurnr;rou.s tqstimoriiesvnot only from his oyrn army, 
but from the prisoners, English as \i§\\ _&a Canadians^ now arfloqgst 
us", _" " T ^J ~_" 

When hjs njen laboured under fatigue, wanted bread ancLother ne- 
cessaries, had their bods to make in snow or deep morasses, they were 
ashamed to cainplain, finding that he was.w'lling to share in the exe. 
cution of .whatever he commanded. And th e exa rnplc which he thus 
set to others, did more to inspire patienco, oDedience.Tove of order and 
discipline, than the most rigid oxercjsg of power could have done. The 
influence of this example was still stronger, as it did not appear to be 
the effect of constraint or political necessity, but the amiable expression 
of a sympathizing soul; loading him_to7condescejid^o_^l capacities ; 
exact in bis own duties, and great even in common tilings. JSis letters, 
confidential as well as official, are a full proof of this. 

"Our encampment is so swampy, I feel, (says he,) exceedingly for the 
troops; and provisions so scarce, it win require not only despatch, but 
good fortune, to keep us from distres3.__ShpnHjhings not go well, I 
tremble for the fittc of the poor Canadians, who have ventured so much. 
What shall I do with them, should I be. obliged to evacuate this coun- 
try ? I have assured them that iha.Uniie $ Colome3_y/ llXjis^goon give 
up Massachusetts to resentment as.them." 

""These sentiments were worthy of a hcroick souJTanH 6T the faith he 
had pledged to those people. Nor is he less to be venerated for his Ren- 
der regard towards his own army. Instead pf_Sl'ik_ing a merit of his 
difficulties, (which were, indeed, more than ought to bo montioned in this 
place) he often seeks to cpnceal_them ; ascribing any little faults or 

xporience in forming ; 
' w eather, and the like, 
And if any impa- 
tience of discipline appeared, he xobly attributes it to " that spirit of 
freedom, which men accvistomed tp^ttol^for thems p olv.es, will even 

bring into camps with them." _ __" _T 

- His own superior military-knowledge he has been known"tp sacrifice 
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-"The Member chosen, Mr. W. Livingston. 
" The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due: 

To Michael Connolly, expenses for Wagon-hire, carry- 
ing the Prisoners' Baggage from Bethlehem to Reading, 
and his own expenses four days, the sum of 160 Dollars. 

To llichard Howell, the sum of 34£ Dollars, for trans- 
portation of Powder to Burlington. 

to the general voice, rather than interrupt that union on which success 
depended ; and when a measure was once resolved npon by the ma- 
jority, however much contrary to his own advice and judgment, he 
rflagrfaminously supported it with his utmost vigour ; disdaining that 
Work of low ambition, which will strive to defeat in execution what it 
could not direct in planning, 

:) His perseverance and conduct in gaining possession of St. John's 
and Montreal, have already been the theme of every tongue, and need 
not be mentioned in this place. His abilities in negotiation ; the pre- 
cision withjvhich the various articles of treaties and capitulations are 
expffessed ; the generous applause he gives, not only to every worthy 
effort of his own officers, but to the commanding officer and garrison 
of St. John's; his noble declaration to the inhabitants of Montreal, " that 
the Continental armies despise every act of oppression and violence, 
being come for the express purpose of giving liberty apd security;" all 
these, I say, did honour to himself, and lo that delegated body under 
whose authority he. acted. 

Leaving him, therefore, for a while, alas, too short a while — to en. 
joy the noblest of all triumphs, the applause of his country, and the 
conscious testimony of his own heart — let us inquire after another band 
of brave and hardy men, who are stemming rapid rivers, ascending 
pathless mountains, traversing unpeopled deserts, and hastening through 
deep morasses and gloomy woods to meet him in scenes of another 
issue. .._"_" 

:,■.' , iJ; :- -,~?"^ — " Deserts in fain 

dppos T d their course, and deep rapacious floods. 
And mountains in whose Jaws destruction grinn d, 
. t '• Hunger and toil— Arme nltni snows and storms ! 
Greece in their view and glory yet untouch'd, 
They held their fearless way— Oh I strength of mind 
" ."Almost almighty in severe extremes!— Thomson. 

This praise was paid to ten thousand heroes, sustaining every danger, 
in a retreat^ .Iq their own country, and is certainly due, so far as heroism 
is concErned^ to less than a tenth part of the number, marching through 
equal difficulties against the capital of a hostile country. 

Even .the _march _of Hannibal over the Alps, so much celebrated in 
history, (allowing for the disparity of numbers,) has nothing in it of 
eVperiorment, to the march of Arnold ; and in many circumstances 
there is a. most striking similitude. 

The former ttaj to encounter the rapid Rhone; the latter, the more 
rapid KenneBeck, through un immense length of country. The former, 
when he came to quit the river, found his further passage barred by 
mountains, rearing their snowy crests lo the sky, rugged, wild, uncul. 
tivated. Thiswas, also, the case with the latter, whoso troops, carry, 
ing their boats and baggage, were obliged to cross and recross the same 
mountains jundry times. At the foot of the mountains, the former was 
deserted^ by tKree thousand of his army, desponding at the length of the 
Way, and terrified at the hideous view of those stupendous heights, 
which they considered as impassable, In like circumstances, about a 
third part of the army of the latter, deserted shall I say, or uso the 
more:coarleous language, " returned homo.*" The march of the former 
was about twelve hundred Tiiites in five months. The Virginia and 
Pennsylvania rifle companies, belonging to the latter, including their 
first march from their own habitations to Cambridge, and thence to 
Quebeck, marc hed near the same distance in about three months. 

Bosfdosllieie rifle companies, Arnold's corps consisted of about five 
\umdTfi3~New-England troops, who sustained all the fatigues of the 
Worst part of the march by land and water, with the utmost fortitude. 
And General Montgomery, ever ready to dp justice to merit, having 
joined them before (^uebeck, gives their commander and them this 
character: , ... 

"Th^y are an exceeding fine body of men, inured to fatigue, with a 
style of discipline among them much superior to what I have been used 
to see this campaign. He, himself, is active, intelligent, and enter- 
prising." 

' Having approached those plains which the blood of Wolfe hath con- 
secrated to deathless fame, our hero seemed emulous of his glory, and 
animated with a kindred spirit. The situation of his army pressed de- 
spatch ! snows and frosts only quickened his motions. He hoped by 
ohe B ^6C|^Jul_strpke, before the arrival of succours to the garrison, to 
corhpletenis plan, and save the future effusion of much blood. He 
further jlattercd himself, that his success, if speedy, might have some 
JnflueTicffTipoTr Parliament, in hastening a reconciliation. He under- 
stood that ma jjm^of Folard, "No obstacle should brea.k our resolution, 
When there is but a, moment between a bad situation and a worse." 
This sentiment ho expresses in bis last letter with a spirit of modesty, 
and a sense of duty, as well as the danger attending it, which ought 
to be forever recorded to his glory. " I shall be sorry to be reduced to 
this mode of attack :: ; because I know the melancholy consequences. 
But the approaching severity of the season, the weakness of the gar- 
rison, together with the nature of the works, point it out too strong to 
he passed by. Fortune often baffles the most sanguine expectations" of 
poor mortals. I am not intoxicated with the favours I have recejveoV 
at her hands ; but I think there is a fair prospect of success." 

Poor mortals indeed, if nothing was to remain of them after death ; 
for while he was cou.rting this success, and gloriously leading on his 
troops in the front of danger, he received the fatal stroke, which in an 
instant released his great spirit, to follow and join the immortal spirit 

^W'L.»..l.... 

. * When the: Oration was delivered, the author did not know that an inquiry had been, 
made intojhe reasons of the return orttiis party, and that the commanding officer has 
been acquitted. But as a very general censure had been passed upon him through the 
Colonies, it was judged much more honourable for him to inserran account of his ac- 
quiunent, than to suppress the paragraph— for all these transactions will be fully scruti- 
nized by future histoiians. 

It was artheToot of the Pyrenees .that the three thousand deserted from Hannibal, and 
he freely dismissed seven thousand, more, whose courage he perceived was not equal to 
the undertaking. Indeed, Livy tells us that the sight of the Alps, " their snow-ehwl 
WpskTmbst penetrating Heaven, the rjide cottages built on rocks, sheep and oxen pinched 
With cold, the men savage and wearing long beards, every thing, both animate and 
iitanjcnAte, _stifT \vith_frost ;" struck even the remainder of his army with a temporary 
pnniek. It isjioLelear what use Hannibal made of his boats after crossing the Rhone, 
.whutber to carry hlstaggage, as he ascended along its banks, or not. 



Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

Resolved, That Colonel Wayne be directed to march 
with his Battalion to New- York, and put himself under the 
command of General Lee, or the commanding officer there. 

The Congress being informed that two Prisoners taken 
at Chambly and who had leave to stay at Newark, in the 
Province of New-Jersey, on condition of their making Gun- 

O ! thou swift winged messenger of destruction, how didst thou 
triumph in that moment ! the stroke that severed Montgomery from his 
army, deprived them of more than a member. Tt reached the vitals, 
and struck the whole body with a temporary death. As when the forked 
lightning, darting through the forest, amid the black tempests of night, 
rends some towering oak, and lays its honours in the dust, the inferior 
trees which it had longsheltered from the storm; stand mournful around, 
bo stood the astonished bands over their fallen chieftain I nor over him 
alone; but over olhers, in their prime of glory, prostrate by his side ! 

Here, ye Pennsylvanian youths, second to none in virtue, let a por- 
tion of your tears be sacred to the manes of Macpherson .' You remem- 
ber his generous spirit in his early years, for lie drank of the 'sirao 
springs of science with many of you now before me ; and we who 
reached the cup to your lip, rejoice that it contributed to invigorate 
both him and you into wisdom and publick spirit. Having finished his 
scholastick* education, he studied the jaws of bis country, under a 
lawyer and patriot t of distinguished name ; and animated by his ex- 
ample, as well as precepts, had become eminent in his profession, at an 
age when some have scarce begun to think of business. The love of 
liberty being his ruling passion, he thought it his duty, in the present 
struggle, to offer himself to the service of his country, and he had 
soon an opportunity of attaining that military pre-eminence, of which 
he was laudably ambitious. 

Enjoying an hereditary bravery, joined to a well cultivated under- 
standing, and an active spirit, ho soon became the bosom friend of 
General Montgomery, was his Aid-de-camp, was intrusted with a share 
in the management of his most important negotiations, stood by his 
side in the attack upon Quebeck, and being, as it were, animated by 
one common soul, and dear lo each other in life — in death, they tvero 
not a moment divided ! 

Here, likewise, fell Captain Cheeseman, of the New.York forces, co- 
vered with honour, and lamented, by all who knew him, as an active 
and gallant officer. His particular merits, as well as the merits of some 
others, who shared his fate, ought to be more fully commemorated on 
this occasion, if proper accounts of them could be collected, 

I must not, however, omit the name of the brave Captain Hendricks, 
who commanded one of the Pennsylvania rifle companies, and -Was 
known to me from his infancy. He was, indeed, prodigal of his life, 
and courted danger out of his tour of duty. The command of the 
guard belonged to him, on the morning of the attack ; but ho solicited 
and obtained leave to take a more conspicrjoois post ; and having led 
his men through the barrier, where his commanding officer, General 
Arnold, was wounded, he long sustained the fire of the garrison with 
unshaken firmness, till, at last, receiving a shot in his breast, he imme- 
diately expired, t -■-■ 

Such examples of magnanimity filled even, adversaries with venera- 
tion and esteem. Forgetting the foes in the heroes, they gathered up 
their breathless remains, and committed them to kindred dust, with 
pious hands "and funeral honours meet." So may your own remains, 
and particularly thine, O! Carleton,hp, honoured, should if ever be your 
fate to fall in hostile fields ! Or if, amid the various chances of war, 
your Jot should be among the prisoners and the wounded, may you be 
distinguished with an ample return of that benevolence which you 
have shown to others. Such offices of hnmanity, softening the sa- 
vage scenes of war, will entitle you to an honour which all the pride 
of conquest cannot bestow — much less a conquest over fellow-snbjects, 
contending for the common righls of freemen. ~ : 

By such offices as these, you likewise give a gleam of comfort to 
those mourners, who mix their tears with onrs on Schuylkill and Susque- 
hannah;\\ and to her§ especially, on Huison'sHiver, pre-eminent in wo ! 
Angels, and ministers of grace, complete hefco'nsolations! Tell her, in 
gentlest accents, what wreaths of glory ytra have entwined, to adorn 
the brows of those who die for their country; and hovering for awhilo, 
on the wing of pity, listen to her mournful strain : 

Sweet ivy, twin'd with myrtle, form & shade 
Around the tomb where brave Montgomery's laid I 
Beneath your boughs, shut from the beams of day, 
My ceaseless tears shall bathe the warriors clay; 
And injurM " Freedom shall a while repair, 
To dwell, with me, a weeping hermit there, "f 

Having now paid the honours due to the memories of our departed 
friends, what need I add more? Illustrious, although short, was their 
race ! " But old age is not that which standeth in length of time, nor 
is measured by number of years — wisdom is the grey hair to man, and 
an unspotted life is old ago." 

To such men, Rome in all her glory would have decreed honours; 
and the resolve of Congress to transmit the memory of their virtues, is 
worthy of that magnanimity which ought to characterize publick bo. 
dies. Jealous and arbitrary rulers are sparing of honours to those who 
serve them, lest their own should be thus eclipsed ; T>ut your lustre, 
gentlemen, can suffer no diminution this way; and the glory you justly 
bestow upon olhers, will only be reflected to increase your own ! 

* He was educated partly at the College of Philadelphia, and partly at that of Kc7«- 
Jersey. A few days before his death, he visited the very fpot on which General IVolfe 
expired ; and the reflections in his letter on this occasion, as well as in that which he left 
sealed up. fur his father, in case of his death in the attack upon Quebeck, were such as 
become a Christian and soldier. He bequeathed what little fortunehe had accumulated,, 
to his only brother, an oflteerin the regulararmy. Asa reward for his services, he was 
appointed by the Congress, a Major in a battalion to he raised in the Delaware Counties, 
but had received no account of this promotion. 

t John Dickinson, Esquire. 

\ These, particulars were certified by General Thompson and Colonel Magau, his com- 
manders in the Pennsylvania Rifle regiment, and they give me this further diameter of 
him in their letter, viz : *' No fatigues or duty ever discouraged him ; he paid the strictest 
attention to his company, and was ambitious that they should excel in discipline, sobriety 
and order. His social and domestick virtues you wereTweji acquainted with." 

I The rivers on which the parents of Major Macpherion and Captain Hendricks live. 

J Mrs. Montgomery. 

1J The original lines, for which these were substitutetTaiid formed to musick, are well 
known, ft?: 

" Wind gentle evergreen to form a shade, 
Around the tomb where Sophocles islaid, &c." 
Partof the two last lines U from an Ode of Collins. J _.„ _ . _„ ,. , 
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Locks, for the use of the United Colonics, are not employ- 
ed in that work : 

Resolved, That the said two Prisoners he ordered to 
Philadelphia, and put under the direction of Mr. Ritten- 
house, to carry on the above business. 

The Congress being informed that a quantity of Powder 
belonging to the United Colonies, was arrived at New- 
Brunswick, in New-Jersey, 

Resolved, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Alsop, and Mr. P. Li- 
vingston, be directed to forward the said Powder, under a 
guard, with all possible expedition, to General Washington, 
for the use of the Army under his command. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of M. La Junesse, for the sum of 250 Dollars, for 
his services in behalf of the United Colonies. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, February 21, 1776. 

The Committee of Claims reported, there is due : 

To Shallus, the sum of ]~2 Dollars, for his ex- 
penses in. conducting Prisoners from Albany to Trenton. 

To Caspar Shaaf, for Wagonage, the sum of 104 Dol- 
lars, and that the same ought to be paid into the hands of 
S. Chase and W. Paca, Esquires. 

Ordered, That the same Accounts be paid. 

Two Letters from General Schuyler, of the 10th and 
13th instant, being received, were read. 

Resolved, That the same be referred to a Committee of 
Three. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harrison, and 
Mr. & Adams. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety for Pennsylva- 
nia, dated 20th instant, respecting the Prisoners at Lancas- 
ter, was read : 

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Committee 
on Prisoners. 

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom it was re- 
ferred to consider the numbers and denominations of the 
Bills, in which the four millions of Dollars directed by 
Congress to be issued, ought to be emitted, brought in a 
Report, which was considered, and agreed to, as follows: 

That the four millions of Dollars now to be emitted, 
consist of the. following denominations, viz: 

600,000 of one-sixth of a Dollar, 100,000 
600,000 of one-third do. 200,000 

600,000 of one-half do. 300,000 

600,000 of two-thirds do. 400,000 

130.436 of one Dollar, 130,436 

130.437 of two do. 260,874 
130,436 of three do. 391,303 
130,435 of four do. 521,740 

65,217 of five do. 326,085 

65,217 of six do. 391,302 

65,217 of seven do. 456,519 

65,217 of eight do. 521,736 

3,132,612 4,000,000 

That the Plates engraved for the two former emissions, 
be used in the new emission of the Bills from one to eight 
Dollars inclusive, and that those Bills be expressed in the 
following words: 

" No. Dollars, 

" This Bill entitles the bearer to receive . . 

Spanish milled Dollars, or the value thereof in gold or sil- 
ver, according to a Resolution of Congress, passed at Phila- 
delphia, February, 17, 1776." 

That the said Bills be signed by two signers, and each 

different denomination numbered from No. 1. progressively. 

That one Plate, with proper devices, be engraved for the 

smaller Bills now to be emitted, under the value of one 

Dollar. 

That the form of the Bills be as follows : 
" One . .... of a Dollar, according to a Resolution of 
Congress, passed at Philadelphia, February 17, 1776." 

That each of these Bills be signed by one signer only, 
and that each, different denomination be numbered from 
No. 1. progressively, as aforesaid. 

That Michael Hillegas, Richard Bache, and Stephen 
Paschall, Esquires, be appointed and authorized to inspect 
the Press. . 



That before they enter upon their office, they shall, 
respectively, take an oath, or affirmation, to be to them 
administered by any Magistrate, " well and faithfully to 
execute the trust reposed in them by a Resolution of Con- 
gress, as Inspectors of the Press, according to the best of 
their skill and judgment." A certificate of which oath, or 
affirmation, shall be delivered to the Committee on the 
Treasury. 

That each of the said Inspectors, respectively, shall be 
allowed two Dollars a day'for their services, while they 
shall be employed in inspecting the Press, in the execu- 
tion of the said trust. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Treasury be 
directed to have the foregoing Resolutions carried into exe- 
cution with all convenient despatch. 

The Committee for receiving the applications for offices 
in the Continental Army, reported, that they have nomi- 
nated Mr. Lewis Dunham, for Surgeon to the Third Bat- 
talion, now raising in the Colony of New- Jersey, and re- 
commend him to the Congress for appointment to the said 
office. 

Resolved, That the Report be agreed to, and that a 
Commission be granted to Mr. Lewis Dunham accordingly. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, February 22, 177G. 

Two Letters from General Washington, of the 9th of 
February, being received, were read : 

Resolved, That the said Letters be referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. __ =z 

Agreeable to the above Resolve, the Congress resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consi- 
deration the Letters just received from GeneralWashington, 
and after some time the President resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Ward reported, that the Committee had taken into 
consideration the matter referred to them, but Hot having 
come to a conclusion, desired him to move for leave to sit 
again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consi- 
deration the Letters of General Washington. 

A Delegate from New- Jersey having informed Congress 
that the Regiment of Militia, ordered by the Convention 
of that Colony to march for the defence of New-York', in 
consequence of the Resolve of Congress of the 1 2th of this 
month, were not sufficiently armed, and that they could 
not be furnished with Arms unless the Congress supplied 
them ; and, as the Congress have not Arms to spare, those 
they have being necessary for arming the Battalions, raising 
in the Continental service : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the march of the said Bat- 
talion of Militia be countermanded. 

Resolved, That orders issue to quicken Colonel Wayne 
in getting his Battalion ready; and that, as fast as he can 
get a Company properly equipped, that he cause it imme- 
diately to march to New- York. 

Resolved, That the President be directed to write tp 
the Convention of New- York, and desire they would in- 
form Congress what progress they have made in raising the 
four Battalions recommended to be raised in that Colony 
for the defence of the same. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, February 23, 1776. 

Colonel Braxton, a Delegate from Virginia, attending,., 
produced the Credentials of his appointment, which were 
read, as follows: 

" Virginia, in Convention, December 15, 1775. 

" The Convention, according to the Order of the Pay,, 
proceeded to the appointment of a Delegate to represent 
this Colony in the General Congress, in the room of the- 
late Honourable Peyton Randolph, Esq., and the Members 
having prepared tickets with the name, of the. Delegate to* 
be appointed, and put the same into the ballot-box, Mr.. 
Thomas Ludwell Lee, Mr. Carrington, Mr. Digges, Mr- 
William Cabell, and Mr. Carter, of Lancaster, were ap- 
pointed a Committee to examine the ballot-box, and report- 
on whom the majority fell; and, it appearing, frotn their, 
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report, that there was a majority of the whole Convention 
in favour of Cartel- Braxton, Esq., 

" Resolved, therefore, That the said Carter Braxton, 
Esq., be appointed a Delegate to represent this Colony, in 
the room of the late Honourable Peyton Randolph, Esq. 
"A copy: 

"John Tazewell, Clerk of the Convention." 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
return to the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, the 
Arms borrowed of them for the use of the Continent. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due: 

To Francis Dayman, for translating into French the 
Rules and Articles, for the better regulating the Continen- 
tal Troops, the sum of 13 J Dollars. 

To Monsieur Mesplct, for printing the Military Rules, 
and French Letters to the Inhabitants of Canada, the sum 
of 44 Dollars. 

To Colonel Harrison, for expenses of himself, Mr. 
Lynch, and Mr. Allen, on their journey to New- York, the 
sum of 150.9 Dollars. 

To Jeremiah Traxler, for Provisions, Stc, for Indians 
who were in Philadelphia, in December last, the sum of 
40.8 Dollars, and that the same ought to be paid to Mr. 
Kachlein. 

To sundry persons for Rifles furnished Captain Morgan's 
Company, the sum of 118.3 Dollars, which ought to be paid 
to Colonel Nelson, and charged to the said Company. 

To Clement Biddle, for Shot-Pouches, Powder-Horns, 
and Bullet-Moulds, purchased by him for the Canada Re- 
giment, the sum of 1169.3 Dollars. 

To sundry persons for Blankets supplied Captain Price's 
Company, the sum of 32.9 Dollars, and that the same 
ought to _be paid to George Read, Esq. 

To Captain Little, for Provisions for guards attending 
Capls\n^Campbell, the sum of 9.5 Dollars. 

To Christian Rhorbeck, for necessaries furnished to 
several Prisoners of the Seventh and Twenty-Sixth Regi- 
ments, the sum of 9.4 Dollars, and that the same ought to 
be paid to AdamKimmel. 

To ffenry Shits, for Rifles, &c, furnished to Captain 
Stevenson's jCompany, the sum of 78.6 Dollars, to be 
charged to the said Company. 

To A5ra]iam Ebrasher, for attending several French no- 
blesse, from Albany to Bristol, the sum of 32 Dollars. 

Ordered., That the above Accounts be paid. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to 
contract for .the making of Muskets and Bayonets for the 
use of the United Colonies, and to consider of further ways 
and means of promoting and encouraging the manufacture 
of Fire- Arms in all parts of the United Colonies. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Paine, Mr. Wilson, Mr. 
Huntington, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Lewis Morris. 

Resolved, That the Letter of Christopher Lefjingwell, 
dated the 29th November, 1775, with sundry papers, re- 
lating to the cargo of the Brig Nancy, be referred to a 
Committee of Three. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Huntington, 
and Mr. Gerry. 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be empowered to 
export the Produce of these Colonies, for the purpose of pro- 
curing Arms and Ammunition, equal io the amount of that 
by them exported in two Vessels lately taken by the enemy. 

Reuolved, That the Committee for superintending the 
Treasury be authorized to employ one or more Clerks for 
stating, keeping, and liquidating the Publick Accounts, un- 
der their, direction, and to provide Books and a suitable 
Office for that purpose. 

That they have power to call upon the different Com- 
mittees pf Congress, Assemblies, Conventions, Councils, or 
Committees of Safety, Continental Officers, and private 
persons, who have been, or shall be intrusted with publick 
money, for their Accounts and Vouchers, and for such 
other materials and information as the said Committee on 
the Treasury shall judge to be useful in stating, checking, 
and auditing the Publick Accounts. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several As- 
semblies^ Conventions, Councils, or Committees of Safety, 
and Committees ofCorrespondence and Inspection, in the 
United Colonies, tc > exert themselves in devising further 



ways and means of promoting and encouraging the manu- 
facture of Saltpetre, and of introducing that manufacture 
into private families. 

That it be recommended to the several Assemblies and 
Conventions in the United Colonies that they immediately 
establish publick works in each and every County in their 
respective Colonies, at the expense of such Colonies, for the 
manufacture of Saltpetre ; and appoint Committees of their 
own Members, immediately, to set up such manufactures. 

That it be recommended to the Assemblies and Conven- 
tions, Councils, or Committees of Safety, of every Colony, 
forthwith to erect Powder-Mills in their respective Colo- 
nies, and appoint Committees to build. such. Mills, and pro- 
cure persons well skilled in the manufacture of Powder, at 
the expense of such Colonies. 

That a Committee of this Congress, to consist of one 
Member from each Colony, be appointed to consider of 
further ways and means of promoting and encouraging the 
manufactures of Saltpetre, Sulphur, and Gunpowder, in 
these Colonies, and to correspond with the several Assem- 
blies and Conventions, and Councils, or Committees of 
Safety, in the several Colonies, that this Congress may be, 
from time to time, truly informed of the progress made in 
these manufactures in all the Colonies. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Paine, Mr. 
Hopkins, Mr. Huntington, Mr. Lewis Morris, Mr. Ser- 
geant, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Read, Nr.Paca, Mr. Braxton, 
Mr. Hughes, Mr. Edward Rufledge, and Mr. Bullock. 

Ordered, That the above Resolutions, respecting Salt- 
petre, Sic, be published. 

It being represented that Captain Harman lias inlisted 
into his Company, and carried with him to Canada, thir- 
teen Servants, without the consent of their Masters, 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be appointed to 
inquire into this matter, and report to Congress. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Willing,and Mr. 
Wythe. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Monday-next, re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the Letters from General Washington, fee. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday. 

Monday, February 26, 1776. 

A Letter from General Lee, 22d of February, 1776, 
with two enclosures, was read. 

Resolved, That the same be referred to a Committee 
of Three. 

The Members chosen, Mr. McKean, Mr. John Adams, 
and Mr. Lewis Morris. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of Carpenter Wharton, for the sum of six thou- 
sand Dollars; he to be accountable. 

A Petition from Lieut. Jocelyn Feltham, of the Twenty- 
Sixth Regiment, who was taken prisoner at Ticonderoga, 
was presented and read, praying for leave to go to Europe 
for the recovery of his health. 

Resolved, That the prayer of his Petition be granted. 

A Representation from the Committee of Inspection of 
the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, relative to Vessels 
loading with Produce for Great Britain, Ireland, and the 
British West-Indies, was presented to Congress, and read • 
whereupon, ' 

Resolved, That no Vessel loaded for Great Britain 
Ireland, or the British West-Indies, be permitted to sail* 
until the further order q/ this Congress; and that it be re- 
commended to the different Committees of Inspection and 
Observation to see that this Resolution be carried into 
execution. 

Ordered, That the above Resolve be published. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be appointed to 
examine and report the number and circumstances of the 
Permits, and the destination of the Vessels to which such 
Per/nits have been granted, for exporting the Produce of 
the Colonies, in consequence of the importation of Ammu- 
nition and Warlike Stores; and that the representation of 
the Committee of Inspection and Observation for the City 
and Liberties of Philadelphia, on this subject, be referred 
to the said Committee. 

The Members chosen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Chase, Mr. Wil- 
son, Mr. Livingston, and Mr. Wythe. 
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Resolved, That Monsieur Mesplct, Printer, be engaged 
to go to Canada, and there set up his Press, and carry on 
the Printing business ; and the Congress engage to defray 
the expense of transporting him and his family, and print- 
ing utensils, to Canada, and will, moreover, pay him the 
sum of two hundred Dollars. 

A Letter from the Convention of New- Jersey, dated 
February 24, 1776, was read. 

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Committee 
to whom the Letter from General Lee was committed. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the Delegates of Maryland, for the sum of 
twenty-two thousand Dollars, to be by them exchanged for 
Gold and Silver, and paid back into the Treasury. 

The Order of the Day being renewed, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, February 27, 1776. 

Resolved, That Monsieur Rigauville be permitted to go 
to Bristol, and spend a week with his relations there ; and 
that, after that, he return to this city. 

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred Dollars be paid 
to Monsieur Dugan, for his services in the cause of the 
United Colonies, in Canada; and that it be recommended 
to the Commanding Officer of the Forces of the United 
Colonies in. that Province to advance him to a post in the 
Army suitable to his merit and services. 

The Committee to whom the Letters from Christopher 
Leffingivell and others, concerning the Brig Nancy, com- 
manded by Thomas Davis, and her cargo, were referred, 
brought in their Report, which being taken into considera- 
tion, 

Resolved, That the case of the said Brig and Cargo 
pertaineth to the Judicature established in the Colony of 
Connecticut for hearing and determining matters of the 
same kind. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee appointed to consider into what Departments 
the Middle and Southern Colonies ought to be formed, &c; 
whereupon, 

Resolved, That New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
the lower Counties on Delaware, and Maryland, be put 
into one Department, under the command of the Major- 
General, and two Brigadiers-General, with proper Staff. 

That Virginia, North and South- Carolina, and Geor- 
gia, be put into one other Department, under the com- 
mand of one Major-General and three Brigadiers-General, 
with proper Staff. 

Resolved, That Friday next be assigned for the elec- 
tion of the Majors-General, Brigadiers-General, and Staff- 
Officers, in the foregoing Departments. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention 
of New- Jersey, to have the cargo of the transport, Blue- 
Mountain- Valley, landed, and secured in some safe place 
till further orders of Congress. 

The Order of the Day being renewed, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, February 28, 1776. 

Resolved, That a Letter be sent to General Lee, desiring 
him not to set out for Canada until he received further or- 
ders from Congress. 

The Committee to whom the Letters from General Lee 
and the Convention of Neiv- Jersey were referred, brought 
in their Report, which was read. 

Ordered, That the same be referred till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
return to the Delegates of North- Carolina the four hun- 
dred pounds of Powder borrowed of that Colony. 

The Committee on Prisoners, to whom the Letter from 
the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania was referred, 
brought in their Report, which was taken into consider- 
ation ; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Inspection and Ob- 
servation for the County of Berks, in Pennsylvania, be 
requested and authorized to contract, upon reasonable 
terms, for the subsistence of such of the Prisoners, now in 
Reading, as are not supplied by Mr. Franks, together with 



the women and children belonging to all the Prisoners 
there, and for supplying them with B^ire-Wood, and other 
things absolutely necessary for their support. 

That the Committees of Inspection and Observation for 
the Counties, Districts, or Towns, assigned for the resi- 
dence of Prisoners, be empowered to superintend their 
conduct, and, in cases of gross misbehaviour, to confine 
them, and report to Congress the proceedings had on such 
occasions. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolve be published. 
_ Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of Pennsylva- 
nia, agreeable to the offer made by them of their service, 
of which Congress have a proper sense, be authorized to 
distribute the Officers, prisoners in Lancaster, in such 
places, within the Province of Pennsylvania, as to that 
Committee shall seem most proper, taking their parole, 
which, if they refuse to give, the said Committee 'are em-" 
powered and directed to confine them ; and that,. in exe- 
cuting this Resolve, the said Committee have regard to the 
Resolutions heretofore made by Congress with respect to 
Prisoners, and their residence. 

A Petition of Anthony Marmajou, master and owner of 
the Brig Little-Polly, of the Island of Martinique, was pre- 
sented to Congress and read. 

Resolved, That Monsieur Marmajou be permitted to load 
the Brigantine Little-Polly, in which he. imported a small 
quantity of Powder and Arms, with the Produce of these 
Colonies, (Horned Cattle, Sheep, Hogs, Poultry, and Lum- 
ber for making Casks excepted,) and export the same to 
Martinique ; and that the said Anthony Marmajou do take 
every possible precaution to avoid all British men-of-war 
and cutters on his voyage, and that he use his utmost en- 
deavours to import into these Colonies the Powder and 
Arms mentioned in his Petition. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of Mr. J. Mease, for the sum of twenty thousand 
Dollars, he to be accountable. 

The Committee to whom the Letters from General 
Schuyler, dated the 10th and 13th of this instant, February, 
and the papers therein mentioned, were referred, brought 
in their Report, which was taken into consideration; and, 
thereupon, 

Resolved, That a sufficient quantity of Steelbesent to 
Major-General Schuyler, or the Commanding Officer at 
Albany, for the Armourers and the Blacksmiths who are 
appointed to go and work for the Indians, and that the 
Delegates of Neio-Jersey be desired to provide and forward 
the same. 

That an account of the Money paid to the Pennsylva- 
nia Troops, who have marched to Canada, be sent to 
General Schuyler. 

That the Deputy Mustermaster-General, Gunning Bed- 
ford, Esq., be directed to repair forthwith to his post, in 
the Northern Army, in Canada, and that "he muster the 
Troops once in every month, and make returns to Congress 
and the Commanding Officer. 

That the Orders given by Major-General Schuyler, in 
his Letter of the 12th day of this instant, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Warner, be approved. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, February 29, 1776. 
The Colony of Neiv- Hampshire having appointed De- 
legates for the present year, William Whipple, Esq., one 
of the said Delegates, attended, and produced the Creden- 
tials of their appointment, which were read, as follows: 

" Colony of New.Hampshire, in the House of Representatives, ) 

January 23, 1776. \ 

" Voted, That Josiah Bartlett, John Langdon, and 
William Whipple, Esquires, be, and hereby are appointed 
Delegates to represent this Colony in the Continental Con- 
gress at Philadelphia, for the term of one year from this 
time, any one of them, in the absence of the others, to 
nave full power to represent this Colony, and that not 
more than two of them attend atone time. Sent lip for 
concurrence. P. White, Speaker.'" 

" In Council, eadem die : Read, and concurred. 

" E. Thompson, Secretary." 

"A true copy from the Journal of Council : 

"Attest : E. Thompson, Secretary." 
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A Letter from General Washington, dated 14th Febru- 
ary, enclosing a Letter from Lord Drummond to General 
Robertson, -a Return of the Army 4th of same month, &lc, 
was read. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the Letter from General Washington, and 
the Trade of the Colonies after the 1st of March, and 
after some time spent thereon, the President resumed the 



chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the Committee had 
taken into consideration the matters referred to them, but, 
not having come to a conclusion, desired him to move for 
leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into their 
further consideration the Letter from General Washington, 
and the state of the Trade of the Colonies. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 



Baltimore, November 30, 1774. 

At a meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants 
of Baltimore County and Baltimore Town, qualified by 
law to vote for Representatives, held in pursuance of notice 
given for that purpose, at the Court-House, on Saturday, 
the i 2th November, 177 4: Andrew Buchanan, Esquire, 
Chairman, and Robert Alexander, Clerk, the Inhabitants 
proceeded to make choice of a Committee for the purposes 
mentioned in the eleventh Resolve of the Continental 
Congress ; and, thereupon, the following gentlemen were 
chosen : 

For Baltimore Town: Andrew Buchanan, Robert 
Alexander, William Lux, John Moale, John Merryman, 
Richard Moale, Jeremiah Townley Chase, Thomas Har- 
rison, Archibald Buchanan, William Smith, James Cal- 
houn, Benjamin Griffith, Gerard Hopkins, William Spear, 
John Smith, Barnet Eichelberger, George Woolsey, Her- 
cules Courtenay, Isaac Grist, Mark Alexander, Samuel 
Purviance, Jun., Francis Sanderson, John Boyd, George 
Lindenberger , Isaac Vanbibber, Philip Rogers, David 
McMtchen, Mordecai Grist, and John Deaver. 

Hundreds. 
Patapsco, Lower: Charles Ridgely and Thomas Sollers. 
Patapsco, Upper: Zachariah McCubbin, Charles Ridge- 
ly, Son of William, and Thomas Lloyd. 
Back-River, Upper: Samuel Worthington, Benjamin 
Nicholson, T. C. Deye, John Cradock, Darby Lux, and 
William Randall. 
Back-River, Lower: John Mercer and Job Garretson. 
Middle-River, UprER : Nicholas Merryman and Wil- 
liam Worthington. 
Middle-River, Lower: H. D. Gough and Walter Tol- 

ley, Sen. 
Soldiers' Delight: George Risteau, John Howard, 
Thomas Gist, Sen., Thomas Worthington, Nathan 
Cromwell, and Nicholas Jones. 
Middlesex: Thomas Johnson and Maybury Helm. 
Delaware : John Walsh, Rezin Hammond, and John 

Elder. 
North : Jeremiah Johnson and Elisha Dorsey. 
Pipe-Creek : Richard Richards, Frederick Dicker, and 

Mordecai Hammond. 
Gunpowder, Upper: Walter Tolley, Jun., James Git- 
tings, and Thomas Franklin. 
Mine-Run : Dixon Stansbury, Jun., and Josias Slade. 

'-,- Resolved, That the same, or any seven of them, have 
power to act in matters within the Town of Baltimore, and 
that any five may act in matters without the said Town, 
in the said County. 

Resolved, That T. C. Deye, Captain Charles Ridgely, 
Walter Tolly, Jun., Benjamin Nicholson, Samuel Worth- 
ington, John Moale, Doctor John Boyd, and William Bu- 
chanan, or any three of them, be a Committee to attend 
the General Meeting at Annapolis, on Monday, the 24th 
of this month. 

Resolved, That Robert Alexander, Samuel Purviance, 
Jun., Andrew Buchanan, Doctor John Boyd, John Moale, 
Jeremiah Townley Chase, William Buchanan, and William 
Lux, be a Committee of Correspondence for Baltimore 
County and Baltimore Town, and that any four of them 
have power to act. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Baltimore Town, at 
Daniel Grant's, this 5th December, 1774: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, William Smith, James Calhoun, William 
Spear, Herenles Courtenay, William Buchanan, Robert Alexander, 
John Siaith, Major Thomas Franklin, Andrew Buchanan, Thomas 
Harrison, Mark Alexander, John Boyd, John Moale, Gerard Hop- 
kins, George Liricterihergor, Francis Sanderson, and David McMee- 
hon. 



This Committee made choice of Samuel Purviance, as 
Chairman, and William Smith, as a Deputy-Chairman, to 
be continued as such ; and they also chose Doctor John 
Boyd, as Clerk. 

On motion, the following question was put : Whether a 
Vessel arriving within the Capes of Chesapeake, on or be- 
fore the first of December, be an importation within the first 
Resolve of the Congress, or not ? 

Resolved in the affirmative, 13 — 3. 

Captain Charles Reiley, of the Ship Charles, from Li- 
verpool, appeared before the Committee, and declared, on 
oath, that he was, on the 30th of November, at half-past 
one o'clock, abreast of Cape-Henry, and that he came to 
an anchor the same day in Lynhaven-Bay. He declares 
that he had no goods on board but Salt, Coal, Cordage, 
and Linens; and that he did not lade or bring in any Tea. 

The Committee are of opinion that this is an importa- 
tion within the terms of their Resolve. 

A Letter from the Committee of Harford to this Com- 
mittee, desiring information concerning a Chest of Tea, sold 
by Joseph Magoffin to Robert Trimble, being laid before 
us, Mr. Magoffin appeared, and declared, on oath, that he 
received it from Philadelphia, and had reason to think, 
and verily believed, the same never paid duty in America; 
which being deemed satisfactory, it was directed to inform 
the Committee of Harford thereof. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Baltimore County, 
held at Mr. Grant's, December 1, 1774: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Smith, Deputy -Cli air- 
man, Philip Rogers, J. T. Chase, John Deaver, Mark Alexander, 
Francis Sanderson, George Lindenberger, William Buchanan, 
Richard Moale, Nicholas Jones, Maybury Helmo, Hercules Courte- 
nay, Robert Alexander, Darby Lux, Benjamin Griffith, Job Garret- 
son, George Woolsey, James Calhoun, William Lux, Isaac Grist, 
John Boyd, Clerk. 

Captain James Thomas, of the Ship William, from Bris- 
tol, appeared before the Committee, and declared, on oath, 
that he arrived within the Capes of Chesapeake-Bay on 
' the 30th day of November last past, and that he has not 
imported himself, nor is there, to the best of his knowledge, 
any East-India Tea on board his ship. The Captain at 
the same time produced his Log-Book, which corresponded 
with his declaration aforesaid; respecting the time of his 
arrival in the Bay. 

The following gentlemen, importers of goods in said ship, 
appeared before the Committee, and made oath that they 
had not imported any East-India Tea in said ship : William 
Smith, James Cheston, David Mitchell, William Neill, 
Christopher Johnston, and David McLure. 

Captain Robert Johnston, of the Ship Elizabeth, from 
Londonderry, having arrived in Chesapeake-Bay after the 
first day of December, appeared before the Committee, and 
declared, on oath, that there is not at present, nor has he 
imported in said ship, goods of any kind for sale, except 
seven pieces of Irish Bagging, being his own private adven- 
ture, which he engages to deliver into the hands of Mr. 
Hercules Courtenay and Captain George Woolsey, who 
are appointed by the Committee to receive and sell them 
at publick vendue, and, after paying the said Captain the 
first cost and charges of said goods, out of the produce of 
the sales, the remainder, if any, to be accounted for to the 
Committee by Messrs. Courtenay and Woolsey, and ap- 
plied by the Committee to the purposes in that case recom- 
mended by the Continental Congress. 

A complaint having been laid before the Committee by 
John Cannon and others, against Alexander McLure, and 
Goodwin fy Russell, that they had raised the_ price of 
certain goods by them sold, contrary to the Association of 
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the General Congress ; it was debated, whether the said 
complaint should be taken into consideration at a future 
meeting; and a vote being taken, it was resolved in the 
affirmative. The complaint is, therefore, to be heard at 
the meeting which shall happen next after the rising of the 
ensuing Provincial Congress. 



At a meeting of the Committee of Baltimore Count}', 
held at Mr. Grant's, the 12th December, 1774: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, John Merry-man, Isanc Van- 
bibber, Isaac Grist, William Spear, Burnet Eichelb;;rger, Daviil Mc- 
Mechen, George Lindenbcrger, John Dearer, Mark Alexander, Ben. 
jam in Griffith, Job Ganetson, James Calhoun, Clerk in loco Dr. 
Boyd, who is absent. 

Captain Elisha Thatcher and Mr. Mark Alexander, 
appeared before this Committee, and produced Bills of 
Lading for six pipes of Wine, imported by them in the 
Schooner Polly, from the Island of Madeira, which having 
arrived after the first of December, and the owners choos- 
ing to have it sold at vendue, rather than stored, this Com- 
mittee desire that the above-mentioned six pipes of Ma- 
deira Wine be delivered into the hands of Messrs. William 
Spear and Barnet Eichelberger, who are to sell the same 
at publick vendue, and apply the amount of the sales as 
directed by the Continental Congress in such cases. 

At a meeting of the Baltimore Committee, held at Mr. 
Grant's, December 19, 1774: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, Andrew Buchanan, William 
Buchanan, John Merryman, Benjamin Griffiths, John Deaver, 
George Lindenbcrger, Job Girretson, Thomas Harrison, Richard 
Mo;ile, Isaac Grist, Isaac Vanbibber, James Calhoun, John Boyd, 
Clerk. J 

Ordered, That Messrs. Isaac Vanbibber, Isaac Grist, 
Richard Moale, and William Spear, do carefully observe 
the arrival of all Vessels into the Port of Baltimore, and 
immediately give notice of the same to the Chairman, who 
may call a meeting extraordinary of the Committee on the 
occasion, if he should think it necessary. 

Ordered, That publick notice, by advertisement, be 
given to all Masters of Vessels arriving at the Port of Bal- 
timore, that it is expected they will give information of 
such arrival to some one of the aforesaid gentlemen, on 
their first landing. 

It having been reported to the Committee that two Ves- 
sels had lately arrived in this harbour, the Captains were 
desired to attend this meeting ; but not having it in their 
power to do so immediately, they were directed to meet a 
number of the Committee at the house of Mr. Spear, at 
four o'clock, this afternoon, who are appointed to examine 
into the state of their several cargoes, if they have any. 

It being thought necessary that a General Meeting of the 
Committee of Baltimore County, should be held at Balti- 
more Town as soon as convenient, 

It is Ordered, That notices be immediately given to the 
Members in each Hundred, and, also, to the Freeholders 
of the County, to meet at the Court-House, in said Town, 
on Thursday, the 29th instant, at ten o'clock, to take into 
consideration several matters of importance to be then laid 
before them, and to choose Delegates to represent them at 
the next Provincial Convention, which is to be held at 
Annapolis, on the 24th day of April next. 

¥■ The Minute contained in the Proceedings of December 
1, relative to the complaint against certain gentlemen for 
raising the price of goods, was read, and considered, 

And it was unanimously Resolved, That, as a line is 
now drawn by the late Provincial Convention, ascertaining 
the price of goods, no matters of this kind that may have 
happened since the General Congress, and before said Con- 
vention, shall be taken notice of. The complaint afore- 
said is, therefore, dismissed. 



At a meeting extraordinary of the Committee, at Mr. 
Grant's, on Wednesday^ December 21, 1774: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Buchanan, Richard 
Moale, John Moale, William Lux, James Calhoun, Hercules Courte. 
nay, Philip Rogers, Gerard Hopkins, John Deaver, John Boyd, Wil. 
Ham Spear. 

Captain William Woolsey, of the Schooner Industry, 
from Dublin, appeared before the Committee, and declared, 
on oath, " that there are imported in his vessel fifty-five 



indented Servants, three boxes of Irish Linens, the property 
of Messrs. Dominick Jordan, George Woolsey, and /. S., 
(owner unknown,) and a trunk containing wearing apparel, 
directed for Mr. John Lynch, and no other goods for sale." 

Captain Thomas Pierce, of the Ship Dick, from Liver- 
pool, declared, on oath, the contents of his cargo to be as 
follows: Five thousand Bricks, nine thousand six hundreoT 
and eighty bushels of Salt, and fourteen and seven-twelfths 
chaldrons of Coal, and nothing else. 

Captain Carmichael, of the Ship Sophia, from London, 
declared, on oath, before the Committee, that there was 
nothing imported in his ship for sale, except sixty-three 
Servants. 

Mr. Spear reports, that the following Masters of Ves- 
sels appeared, in consequence of a direction for that pur- 
pose at the last meeting, and made oath to their several 
cargoes, as follows: 

Ship Charming- Sally, Felix McGinnis, master, from 
Philadelphia, his cargo four thousand one hundred and six 
bushels of Salt, and six barrels of Apples. 

Ship Philadelphia, John Winning, master, from Phila- 
delphia, in ballast. 

Ship John, Charles Poag, master, from Cork, one 
small bale of Linen for Messrs. Brown Sf Cornthwait. 

Ship Sicily, Martin Malony, master, from Malaga, in 
ballast. , "_._. ._._ 

On motion, Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
Retailers of British Salt, not to sell the same for more than 
three Shillings per bushel, cash. 

On motion, Resolved, That where British Salt has, or 
shall be imported into Baltimore Port, since the first day 
of December, it shall be left in the option of the owner, or 
owners, of said Salt, either to allow one penny and-a-Iialf 
per bushel on the quantity contained in the invoice, or two 
pence per bushel on what may be sold, for the relief of the 
suffering Poor in Boston; or that the Committee/in case 
the owners refuse both these alternatives, and do not choose 
to store the Salt, shall sell the same in lots of five hundred 
bushels ; and the profits, after paying first cost and charge?, 
to be applied as above; and, in case the Salt is sold, ten 
pence per bushel shall be allowed for freight. 

The meeting adjourned to three o'clock, this afternoon. 

The Committee met according to adjournment. 

On motion, the question was put, Whether Coal and 
Brick ougbt to be considered as merchandise, and subject 
to be disposed of as directed by the tenth Article of the 
Continental Association, or not? Determined in the ne- 
gative. 

The question being put, Whether this Committee shall 
make an offer of such goods as may be imported after the 
first day of December, to the owners, on their paying a 
certain commission to the Poor of Boston, or adopt any 
measure similar thereto, without selling them at publick 
vendue? Carried in the negative. 

The question was then put, Whether one general rule 
be observed in setting up all those goods directed to be 
sold by this Committee at vendue, or not? Determined in 
the negative. _-_ ■■_. 

Ordered, That the three packages of Linens, imported in 
Captain Woolsey, from Dublin, and the package of ditto, 
imported in Captain Poag, from Cork, be delivered into 
the hands of Mr. Chase and Mr. Calhoun, to be by them 
sold at publick auction on Saturday next, and the amount 
of the sales disposed of as directed by the tenth Article of 
the Continental Association. 

Resolved, That the owners of all goods directed to be 
sold by this Committee, do produce their original Invoices, 
or aulhentick copies therefrom, to the gentlemen appointed' 
to sell the same. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Baltimore Town, held 
at Mr. William Buchanan's, the 22d December, 1774: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, Gcorgo WooTsoyV TlicFard 
Moale, John Deaver, William Spear, Jeremiah T. Chase, John 
Smith, John Boyd, Isaac Vanbibber, Hercules Courtenay, Isaac 
Grist, George Lindenbcrger, William Buchanan, Francis Sander- 
son, James Calhoun, William Lux, pro Clerk. 

Captain Archibald Graham, of the Snow Poiomack, 



1695 



BALTIMORE COUNTY COMMITTEE, DECEMBER, 1774. 



1696 



appeared before the Committee, and reported his cargo of 
eight boxes and four cases of Irish Linens, which belong to 
gentlemen in Philadelphia. 

They _are directed to be delivered to the care of Messrs. 
Isaac Grist and Isaac Vanbibber, to be stored, until orders 
receivedjrom Philadelphia respecting them. Also, one 
box of Linens, belonging to the Captain, which is to be 
demered Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Chase, to be sold. 

'air,. ~ >**- ■ ' 

The Committee hereby appoint any Magistrate of the 
Committee, to take the deposition of any Captain of a Ves- 
sel arriving in this port in ballast. But when any Vessel 
may arrive that has goods in, then the Captain to apply to 
the Committee. 

Captain Graham also reported to the Committee, a par- 
cel of Teas, shipped on board his vessel at Port L' Orient, 
in France, being the property of Messrs. Arthur and Wil- 
liam Bryan, of Dublin, Messrs. John Pringlc and Joseph 
Willson, of Philadelphia, and the said Archibald Graham., 
which Teas, by permission of the Committee, are stored 
under the inspection of Isaac Grist, who is ordered to keep 
the key of said store. (One hundred and seventy-six 
calces and chests, sixteen quarter-chests.) 

At a meeting of the Committee of Baltimore, at Mr. 
William Buchanan' s, December 26, 1774: 

Piesent: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Spear. George Wool- 
sjy, James Calhoun, Isaac Grist. Phifip Rogers, John Merryman, 
John Deaver, Isaac Vanbibber, William Buchanan, Nicholas Jones, 
John Bovd, Clerk. 

Mr. Calhoun was appointed Treasurer to this Commit- 
tee,, to receive all Moneys arising from the sales of goods 
dfsposed of by the direction of the Committee ; and the 
Treasurer is desired to procure a book for that purpose. 

(Captain Woolsey, who, with Mr. Courtcnay, was ap- 
pointed to dispose of the Irish Bagging belonging to Cap- 
tain Johnston, reports that the sanigjsjone, and the pro- 
fits, for the Poor of Boston, amounts to twenty-six Shillings 
and two Pence, which is ordered to be delivered into the 
hands of the Treasurer. 

Messrs. Calhoun and Chase report, that the packages of 
Linens, &c, ordered to be sold by them at publick vendue, 
vfefe accordingly sold on Saturday last, and the profits 
arising to the Poor of Boston, from^aid sales, amounts to 
niffe Pounds, currency, which is ordered to be delivered into 
the hands of the Treasurer. 

Ordered, That an extract of the Minutes of this Com- 
mittee, concerning their Resolution in the sale of Salt, be 
made publick ; and the regulation agreed upon with regard 
to thyt article, in the case of Captain Pierce, be made 
Known to that gentleman, or to his owners. 

Committee adjourned to four o'clock, this afternoon. 

Committee met agreeable to adjournment. 

Present : S umicl Purviance, Chairman," Hercules Courtenay, James 
Calho in, I.-.i.ic Grist, John Smith, William Buchanan, William 
Spear, John Mi rryman, Jolin Deaver, John Boyd, Clerk, 

.Captain Amos Grandy,o{ the Schooner Susannah, from 
Marbhhtad, appeared before the Committee, and declared, 
on oath, that his cargo consisted of Rum, Oil, Calais Salt, 
and Mackerel, only. 

A Paper was handed into the Committee from Mr. 
James Clu'nlie, containing some queries relative to goods 
taken into the care of the Committee. 

The Chairman was desiredjo prepare an answer; which 
he accordingly did ; and, it being approved of by the Com- 
mittee, a copy was ordered to be taken, and the original 
sent to Mr. Christie, as an answer to his queries. 

The Committee of Correspondence are desired to meet 
at Mr. Buchanan's, on Tuesday evening, to consider of 
and prepare a plan of proceedings for the General Meeting 
of the County Committee on Thursday next, which is first 
to be laid before (he Committee of the Town for their in- 
spection on Wednesday evening next, when they are to 
meet for that purpose. 

Mr. William Neill appeared before the Committee, and 
laid, before them his invoice o£ certain goods arrived from 
Liverpool, by w ay of Phi ladelphia ; which having arrived 
^i^ll'iLSiiSLS- M c £ ern : b er > are taken into the care of the 
Cl^™^r|nTare ordered to be sold by publick vendue, 
by the cargo/TTIFey will sell for two per cent, advance^on 



the foot of the invoice; but if not, then the goods are to 
be opened, and sold in lots. 

In the first case, Messrs. Hercules Courtcnay and John 
Merryman are appointed to superintend the sales ; in the 
last case, a venduemaster is to be employed. 

The Clerk is directed to publish, in Handbills and in the 
Maryland Journal, Extracts from the Proceedings of the 
Committee which relate to Salt, and Masters of Vessels ar- 
riving at the Port of Baltimore ; and the Treasurer, upon 
application to him, is ordered to pay the expenses attend- 
ing such publication. 

Committee adjourned to Wednesday evening next. 

Committee met by special appointment, December 27, 
1774: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, Richard Moale, George Wool. 
..sey, John Moalo, William Buchanan, James Calhoun, Hercules 
Courtenay, John Merryman, John Smith, Andrew Buchanan, Wil- 
liam Spear, John Boyd, Clerk. 

Captain Hockcr appeared before the Committee, and 
produced an invoice of goods imported in the Ship Sims, 
marked and numbered as follows, which, he says, are to 
be landed at Baltimore, viz : 

I. S. S., 4 packages, John Smith &• Sons. 

W. N., 4 ditto, William Weill. 

L. B., I trunk, William Lux and Bowley. 

B. C, 23 packages, Clement Brook ^" Co. 

1 pair of bellows-pipes, 12 grindstones, ditto. 

Z. M, 4 packages, ditto. 7 

B. C., 4 ditto, Brown fy Cornthwait. 

I. H., 9 packages, Jonathan Hudson. 

1 to 64 coils, ditto. 

3 anchors, ditto. 

H., 24 bars lead. 

1 half-chest of oil. 

10 kegs of gunpowder. 

6 casks and 1 box of merchandise, per order. 

S. B., 1 case, for Jacob Manwaring. 

I. B. &t O., No. 1, a bale for John Deal Howard and 
Osborne. 

W. B7, No. 1 , a bale (of William MordocYjSealhlZ 

I. C, No. 70, casks, James Christie. 

I. C, No. 10, bales, ditto. : — "."" 

Captain Hocker declared, on oath* that the above is a 
true listof goods imported in the Ship Sims, to be landed 
at Baltimore, and that he imported no Tea for sale. 

Mr. Jonathan Hudson,- to whom some of the above 
goods, is addressed, appeared before the Committee, and 
affirmed that his letters and orders for the said goods were 
sent oft" from Baltimore before the first of June jast. 

The said _goods were ordered to be sold ; which was 
accordingly done, and five Pounds raised upon them for the 
use of the Poor of Boston, which was ordered to be paid 
into the hands of the Treasurer. " — --——" z 

Besolved^ That the goods imported in the .SW, Cap- 
tain Hocker, addressed to Messrs.. John Smith §■ Sons, 
Lux and Boivley, and William "Neill, shall '"be set up at 
publick vendue, at first cost and charges, and sold to the 
highest bidder. 

The Committee are of opinion, that the conduct of" these 
gentlemen, in importing these goods, is unexceptionable, 
as it appears to the Committee that they were jeshippeil 
by their correspondents in consequencr of orders sent be- 
fore the first of June, the first cargoes having been lost .in 
their passage to America, and were, not ordered to be re- 
shipped by these gentlemen, .... 

Messrs.: Philip Rogers and George Woolsey, are ap- 
pointed to sell the above goods. 

The Chairman informs that a Chest of 'Medicines, Im- 
ported in the Ship Sophia, "Captain Caiinichaei, addressed 
to Doctor James Gordon, of Vienna, is nowitrhis posses- 
sion, and desires to know what must be d one with it. 

He is directed to send the Chest. to the Committee of 
Vienna, wh ere the Doctor lives, to^ e_di sposed of as they 
may thint proper. ...— ... 

Committee adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 



Committ ee me t, as by adjournment, De cem ber 28, 1774 : 

Present : Samuel FuiriaTice.Cha irmjLri, Wi' ?Fani'§rniS7 WeT-PresTden£ 
"W ilflgrij Buchanan, William Spear, John Smith, And rew Buchanan', 
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John Merryman, George Woolsey, Nicholas Jones, Mark Alexan- 
der, William Lux, John Boyd, Clerk. 

The case S. B., Jacob Manwaring, imported in the 
Ship Sims, Captain Hocker. was ordered to be delivered to 
Mr. Lopez Fernandez, who engages to store and keep it 
safe till further orders from the Committee. 

Mr. James Christie appeared before the Committee, and 
laid before them Invoices of certain Goods arrived in the 
Sims, Captain Elias Hocker, since the first day of Decem- 
ber. 

After debating the matter, it was determined, that said 
Goods should be sold, under the direction of the Commit- 
tee, at publick vendue, by the cargo, provided they can be 
sold for not less than two per cent, advance on the foot of 
the Invoice; but if they cannot be sold for such advance, 
then they are to be opened, and sold in lots to the highest 
bidder. 

In the first method of selling, Messrs. John Merryman 
and George Woolsey are appointed to superintend the 
sales ; in the latter, a venduemaster is to be employed. 

Mr. Cornthwait laid before the Committee Invoices of 
Goods imported in the Ship Sims, Captain Hocker, and 
solemnly affirmed that these Goods were ordered by him 
before the first day of June last. 

The Committee ordered that these Goods should be sold 
at publick vendue, by the cargo, for what they will fetch 
above the first cost and charges. 

Messrs. Mark Alexander and James Calhoun are ap- 
pointed to sell the same. 

Mr. William Smith reports, that he expects a case of 
Merchandise from Liverpool, by way of Philadelphia, 
which had been ordered before the first day of June. 

It is Ordered, That it be sold by publick vendue in the 
same manner, and by the same persons, who are appointed 
to sell the Goods of Messrs. John Smith fy Sons, Lux and 
Bowley, and William Neill. 

In pursuance of publick notice given for that purpose, 
a number of Freeholders, and of the Committee of Balti- 
more County, met at the Court-House, on Thursday, the 
29th of December, 1774, Andrew Buchanan, Esq., in the 
Chair, John Boyd, Clerk. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Proceedings of the late 
Provincial Convention be read ; which was done according- 
ly, and unanimously approved of. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Thanks of this meeting 
be given to the gentlemen who represented this County at 
ihe late Provincial Convention, for the faithful discharge of 
their trust; which was done accordingly, from the Chair. 

On motion, Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
gentlemen of the Committee of each Hundred in this 
County, immediately to advertise the Inhabitants to meet 
on a certain day, as soon as possible, in their respective 
Hundreds, in order that they may adopt some plan of 
forming themselves into Companies, and choosing their 
Officers, and prepare to perfect themselves in the military 
exercise, agreeable to the recommendation of the late Pro- 
vincial Convention. 

Resolved, As the opinion of this meeting, that they 
ouo-ht not to enter upon the business that was principally 
designed to have been transacted this day, inasmuch as the 
County does not appear to be sufficiently represented. 

This meeting is, therefore, adjourned to Monday, the 
16th of January next, and the Freeholders of this County, 
particularly the gentlemen of the Committee, are earnestly 
requested to be punctual in their attendance on that day, 
at the Court-House, in Baltimore Town, at eleven o'clock, 
forenoon. Jqhn BoyD> ckrk Q j- Commim ^ ._ 



At a special meeting of the Committee, at Mr. William 
Buchanan's, December 30, 1774 : 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Smith, William Bu- 
chanan, William Spoar, John Merryman, Philip Rogers, John Moale, 
John Boyd, Clerk, John Smith. 

Captain Barlett, of the Schooner Adventure, from Cape 
Nicolamole, appeared before the Committee, and declared, 
on oath, that his cargo consisted of Molasses, Sugars, and 
Coffee, not the production of the British Islands, and that 



he has not imported any goods of British manufacture for 
sale. 

Mr. James J affray produced an Invoice to the Commit- 
tee of the Goods imported in the Sims, Captain C.,Hocker, 
marked J. J., which were shipped to order, and they appear 
to be his property. They are, therefore, ordered to be 
sold at publick vendue, by the cargo, his orders for said 
Goods appearing to have been wrote before the first day 
of June last. 

Messrs. Calhoun and Eichelberger are appointed to sell 
these Goods. 

Mr. Mitchell, owner of the cargo of Salt on board the 
Dick, Captain Pierce, appeared in Committee, and desired 
that said Salt might be sold at publick vendue, agreeable 
to a former Resolution of this Committee in such case pro- 
vided. 

It is, therefore, Ordered, That it be sold on Saturday, 
the 31st instant, at eleven o'clock, forenoon, in lots of five 
hundred bushels, to the highest bidder; and it is directed 
that the Salt be put up at two Shillings and a Penny per 
bushel. 

Messrs. William Smith and John Merryman are ap- 
pointed to superintend the sale of this Salt. 

Captain Thomas Hutchison, of the Ship Richmond, from 
Liverpool, appeared before the Committee, and produced 
Invoices and Bills of Lading consisting of twelve barrels 
white Herring, fifteen tons of Coals, and five thousand five 
hundred and twenty bushels of Salt, consigned to Ashbur- 
ner fy Place, and five crates of Earthen and Glass-Ware, 
his own private adventure; and made oath that this was a 
true account of his cargo. 

The consignment was sold for first cost and charges, to 
the Consignees, and the Captain agrees to allow two per 
cent, on his adventure, for the Poor of Boston. 

At a meeting of the Committee, at Mr. Buchanan's, on 
January 2, 1775: 

Present : Andrew Buchanan, Chairman pro tempore, William Bucha- 
nan, Robert Alexander, William Spear, John Moale, Hercules Cour- 
tenay, James Calhoun, Benjamin Griffith, George Lindenberger, John 
Merryman, William Lux, John Deaver, John Boyd, Clerk. 

Messrs. Merryman and Smith report, that agreeable to 
their instructions, they had put up to publick sale the Salt 
on board Captain Pierce, in lots of five_ hundred bushels, 
at two Shillings and a Penny per bushel, and nothing more 
was bid ; it is, therefore, given up to the owner at first cost 
and charges. 

Mr. Calhoun handed in to the Committee the following 
Certificate, viz : 

" These are to certify, that the Schooner Ninety- Two, of 
which Lemuel Cravath and Cumberland Dugan are owners, 
and myself master of said schooner, hath the following 
cargo on board, shipped in her at Salem, viz : Ten thou- 
sand and ninety-one gallons New-England Rum, in hogs- 
heads, tierces, and barrels, five barrels of Oil, thirty dozen 
of Seal-skins, one Chaise, and eight dozen Pails. 

" Nathaniel Cook. 

" Sworn before me : .. T r , 

" James Calhoun. 

" Baltimore, January 2, 1775." 

Captain Martin, of the Sloop Polly, from St. Kitts, ap- 
peared before the Committee, and declared, on oath, that 
his cargo consisted of forty-four hogsheads of Rum only, 
having no British Goods nor India Tea on board for sale. 

Captain John Richards, of the Ship Emperor of Ger- 
many, from Bristol, appeared before the Committee, and 
declared, on oath, the following to be a true Manifest of 
his cargo, viz: Four thousand eight hundred bushels of 
Salt, two bales of Rolls, eight casks of Nails, fifteen casks 
bottle Liquor, six hundred weight small Shot, one thousand 
weight Cheese. 

The Salt was ordered to be sold for first cost and charges, 
which was accordingly done. The other articles were sold 
to Doctor John Stevenson, at two per cent, advance for the 
use of the Boston Poor. 

At a special meeting of the Committee, at Mr. Bucha- 
nan's, on January 6, 1775 : 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, Robert Alexander, Richard 
Moale, John Smith, William Smith, William Buchanan, John Mer- 
ryman, John Deaver, George Lindenberger, John Boyd, Clerk. 
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Captain Connory, of the Brig Molly, from Hull, appeared 
before the Committee, and reported his cargo, on oath, 
which was fifteen pipes of Port Wine, three bales of Can- 
vass, Sails, Anchors, and Rigging of various kinds, having 
no other British Goods for sale. 

These Goods, except the Wine, were put up to sale at 
first cost and charges, and five Pounds having been bid on 
the cargo by Doctor John Stevenson, they were sold to him 
for the same. The Wine was, also, sold to the Doctor, at 
ten Shillings advance on the whole quantity. 

Committee met at Mr. Buchanan's, Monday, January 
9, 1775 : 

PreBent: William Smith, Vice-Chairman, Andrew Buchanan, John 
Smith, William Lux, William Buchanan, Robert Alexander, Richard 
Moale, Benjamin Griffith, John Merryman, James Calhoun, Mark 
Alexander, John Deaver, John Boyd, Clerk. 

Captain James Burrow, of the Ship Nancy, from Bris- 
tol, appeared before the Committee, and declared, on oath, 
the following to be a true Manifest of his cargo, viz : Seven 
thousand five hundred and forty-six bushels English white 
Salt, consigned to Doctor John Stevenson; and his own pri- 
vate adventure, consisting of nine hundred weight of Cheese, 
and twenty-one pieces of Irish Linens. 

The Captain's Linens were sold to himself at two per 

cent, advance on first cost and charges, and the Cheese 

was delivered to him at first cost and charges, nothing more 

having been offered for them. The Salt was, also, sold to 

. Doctor John Stevenson, for first cost and charges. 

Mr. Mark Alexander reports, that he sold John Corn- 
thwaii's Goods, imported in the Sims, at publick vendue, 
for first cost and charges. 

Mr, D. Stewart produced an In voice of certain Goods im- 
ported in the Ship Potomack, now in possession of Messrs. 
Isaac Vanbibber and Isaac Grist, and offering one per 
cent, advance on the Invoice. They were sold to him for 
the same, and ordered to be delivered to him. 

At a special meeting of the Committee, on January 12, 
1775: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, John Smith, Robert Alexan- 
der, James Calhoun, William Buchanan, William Spear, John 
Boyd, Clerk. 

Captain Peter Faneuil Jones, of the Schooner Sally, from 
Marblehead, appeared before the Committee, and declared, 
on oath, that his cargo consisted of three hundred and fifty 
hogsheads of coarse Salt, and fifty-five barrels of Mackerel, 
only. 

Captain James Baxter, of the Ship Prosper, from BnV 
tol, appeared before the Committee, and declared, on oath, 
that six thousand five hundred bushels of Salt were his 
cargo, together with ten baskets of Cheese, six casks of 
Beer, and two casks of Cider, being his own adventure. 

The Salt was sold to Doctor John Stevenson at first cost 
and charges, and the other Goods to the Captain for ten 
Shillings advance on the whole. 

Mr. Calhoun reports, that he has sold at publick ven- 
due, agreeable lo direction of Committee, the Goods of 
Mr. James Jeffries, and received five Shillings on the same, 
for the use of the Boston Poor. 

Mr. John Merryman and Captain George Woolsey re- 
ported, that they had set up to sale the Goods of Mr. Wil- 
liam Neill, reported the 26th December last, and the Goods 
of Mr. James Christie, reported the 28th December. That 
the Goods imported from Liverpool, by way of Philadel- 
phia, were sold to Mr. Neill at two per cent, advance, 
amounting to thirty-eight Pounds two Pence, currency ; 
and the Goods in the Sims, Captain Hockcr, were sold to 
Mr. James Christie at two per cent, advance, amounting to 
thirty-four Pounds ten Shillings and eight Pence, currency. 

Committee met, Monday, January 16, 1775 : 

Present : Samuel Purviance, John Smith, Thomas Harrison, Robert 
Alexander, Andrew Buchanan, William Spear, William Buchanan, 
Richard Moale, George Lindenberger, Mark Alexander, George 
Woolsey, John Boyd, Clerk. 

Captain Woolsey laid before the Committee an Invoice 
of certain Goods imported in the Ship Potomack, Captain 
Graham, addressed to John Pringle, of Philadelphia, and 
.now in the possession of Messrs. Isaac Vanbibber and Isaac 



Grist, agreeable to the direction of the Committee at a 
former meeting, and offering one per cent, on the Invoice 
of said Goods, they were sold to him for the same, amount- 
ing to six Pounds six Shillings, Irish, which he is desired 
to pay into the hands of the Treasurer. 

At a meeting of the Inhabitants of Baltimore County, 
qualified to vote for Representatives, at the Court-House, 
in Baltimore Town, on Monday, the 16th day of January, 
1775: Captain Charles Ridgtly, Chairman; Jeremiah 
Townley Chase, Clerk. 

The Proceedings of the late Provincial Convention were 
read, considered, and unanimously approved of. 

Resolved, unanimously, That every Member of this 
meeting will, and that every person in this County ought, 
strictly and inviolably to observe and execute the Resolu- 
tions and recommendations of the Provincial Convention. 

Unanimously Resolved, That Captain Charles Ridgely, 
Thomas Cockey Dye, Walter Tollcy, Jr., Charles Ridgely, 
Son of John, Robert Alexander, Samuel Purviance, Ben- 
jamin Nicholson, Darby Lux, Jeremiah Townley Chase, 
George Risteau, Thomas Harrison, John Moale, Andrew 
Buchanan, William Lux, and Samuel Worthington, be 
Delegates to represent this County in the next Provincial 
Convention ; and that they, or any of them shall attend, 
have full and ample power to consent and agree to all mea- 
sures that the said Provincial Congress may deem neces- 
sary and expedient to obtain redress of American grie- 
vances. 

Resolved, That the following gentlemen be added to the 
Committee of Observation appointed on the 12th of No- 
vember last : 

Hundreds. 

Patapsco, Lower: Charles Rogers, John Gorsuch, Wil- 
liam McCublin, William Wilkinson, Thomas Todd. 

Patapsco, Upper : James Croxall, John Ellicot, Edioard 
Norwood. 

Back-River, Upper: John Cockey, Edward Talbot, 
Joshua Stevenson, Edward Cockey, Ezekiel Towson. 

Middle-River, Upper : Benjamin Rogers, Robert Cum- 
mings, Benjamin Buck, Joshua Hall, Gist Vaughan, 
Benjamin Merryman. 

Back-River, Lower: George Mathews, John Buck. 

Middle-River, Lower: Moses Galloway, George Gold- 
smith Presbury, Abraham Britton, Nicholas Britton. 

Soldiers' Delight: Thomas Cradock, Charles Walker, 
Samuel Owings,3un., Christopher Randall, Benjamin 
Wells. 

Middlesex: Jacob Myers, Richard Cromwell, Thomas 
Rutter. 

Delaware: Christopher Owings, Benjamin Lawrence, 
Nicholas Dorsey, Jun. 

North : John Hall, Stephen Gill, Jun. 

Pipe-Creek: John Showers, George Everhart. 

Gunpowder, Upper : Samuel Young, Jesse Bussey, Tho- 
mas Gassaway Howard, James Bosley, William Crom- 
well, Zacchcus Barret Onion. 

Mine-Run : Edmund Stansbury, John Stevenson, Daniel 
Shaw, William Slade, Jun., Joseph Sutton, John Stew- 
ard. 

Baltimore Town: James Sterrett, Charles Ridgely, Jun., 
William Goodwin, Doctor Charles Wiesenthall, Thomas 
Ewing. 

Resolved, That Subscriptions be opened in each Hun- 
dred, under the direction of the Committee, and that the 
same be paid into the hands of a Treasurer, to be appointed 
by the Contributors in each Hundred, and to be laid out 
agreeable to the Resolve of the Provincial Convention. 

Resolved, That the name of every person who shall, 
upon personal application made to him by the Committee, 
or any person under their appointment, refuse or decline 
to subscribe or contribute for the purchase of Arms and 
Ammunition, be taken down, and laid before the Commit- 
tee at its next meeting after such refusal, together with the 
reasons of such refusal. 

Resolved, That the forming of the Inhabitants of this 
County into Companies, and their using their utmost endea- 
vours to make themselves masters of the military exercise, 
and their resisting with force every illegal attempt upon 
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their liberty and property, is not repugnant to the oaths of 
allegiance. 

Resolved, unanimously, That Subscriptions be opened 
in each Hundred in this County, under the directions of 
the Committee of the respective Hundreds, for raising con- 
tributions to supply the necessities and alleviate the dis- 
tresses of our oppressed brethren of Boston. 

Resolved, That William Goodwin, Richard Moale, Wil- 
liam Buchanan, and William Lux, be, and are hereby em- 
powered to purchase three thousand pounds of Powder, 
and twelve thousand pounds of Lead, on the credit of the 
subscriptions for the use of this County. 

Resolved, That the Committee meet at the Court-House, 
on Wednesday, the 8th of February next, to produce their 
several Subscriptions. 

Ordered, That these Proceedings be published in the 
Maryland Gazette, the Baltimore Journal, and in Hand- 
bills, to be circulated through the County. 

° " ' Jeremiah T. Chase, Cleric. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation appointed 
for Baltimore County, at the Court-House, in Baltimore 
Town, on Tuesday, the 17th of January, 1775: 

Present: Captain Charles Ridgely, in the Chair, Jeremiah Townley 
Chase, Clerk, Samuel Purvianeo, John Moale, Thomas Harrison, 
Thomas Sollers, Andrew Buchanan, Robert Alexander, John Mer- 
cer, William Smith, Nicholas Jones, Isaac Grist, Mark Alexander, 
William Randall, Gerrard Hopkins, Philip Rogers, Dixon Stansbury, - 
Jun., Thomas Johnston, Benjamin Griffith, Charles Ridgely, Son of 
John, John Cradock, Walter Tolley, Jun., James Calhoun, Benja- 
min Nicholson, John Deaver, Doctor John Boyd, George Linden, 
bcrger, Darby Lux, William Worthington, William Wilkinson, Jesse 
Bussey, Daniel Shaw, James Gittings, Barnet Eicholberger, Hersu. 
les Courtenay, Mordecai Gist, Job Garretson, James Croxall, John 
Cockey, Ezekiel Towson, George Mathews, Thomas Cradock, Ri- 
chard Cromwell, Thomas Rutter, James Bosley, William Cromwell, 
Doctor Charles F. Wiesenthall, Thomas Ewing, William Lux, Ri- 
chard Moale, Archibald Buchanan, William Spear, John Smith, 
George Woolsey, David McMechen, Mayberry Helms, and Nathan 
Cromwell. 

Information being made to the Committee by Mr. Ben- 
jamin Nicholson, that the Reverend Mr. William Edmis- 
ton had publickly asserted, that all persons who mustered 
were guilty of treason, and that such of them as had taken 
the oath of allegiance, and took up arms, were guilty of 
perjury ; and that the said William Edmiston had approved 
publickly of the Quebeck Bill ; the Committee were of 
opinion that such declarations have a tendency to defeat 
the measures recommended for the preservation of America 
and her liberties, and that it is their duty to take notice of 
persons guilty of such offences. 

Whereupon, Resolved, unanimously, That this Commit- 
tee will meet at two o'clock, P. M., and that the Reverend 
Mr. Edmiston have notice to attend. 

A copy of the charge was made out by the Clerk, and 
enclosed to Mr. Edmiston, with notice to attend. 



The Committee met according to adjournment, Tues- 
day, two o'clock, P. M. 

Present, the same Members as were in the forenoon. 

The Reverend Mr. Edmiston attended, agreeable to the 
notice given him, and requesting an indulgence of two 
hours to prepare his Answer, the same was unanimously 
granted. 

The Reverend Mr. Edmiston appeared, and delivered 
to the Chairman his Answer in writing, as follows: 

"After maturely considering the charges exhibited against 
me before the Committee, I observe, in answer to them, 
that as mankind frequently differ in sentiment, and as no 
questions are agitated with greater warmth and intemperate 
zeal than those in politicks, so expressions are often used, 
and sometimes hastily adopted, at such limes, which, in the 
cool moments of reflection, men would omit or disavow. 

" That I spoke the words mentioned in the charge, is true ; 
that they were spoken in warmth, is equally certain. With 
respect to that part of the charge containing an accusation of 
perjury and treason upon those who had taken the oaths 
to. the Government, I would beg leave to explain myself. 
What I meant had a reference to the political opinions 
which prevail, and was founded conditionally ; that is, 
they who do not apprehend a departure, on the side of Go- 
vernment, from fundamental express stipulations, could not, 



consistently with their oaths, arm or prepare for war ; but 
I did not, and do not mean, to charge any person with per- 
jury or treason, who really thinks that his rights are, or 
may be so far invaded, as to justify resistance. As my politi- 
cal sentiments are different from what most people think, 
at this time, concerning these matters, particularly as they 
are disagreeable to the gentlemen of the County, and may, 
contrary to my intention, have the unhappy tendency of 
spreading confusion among the inhabitants of my Parish, I 
solemnly promise to avoid giving any just cause of offence, 
by propagating, hereafter, any opinion opposite to the de- 
cisions of the Continental Congress or Provincial Conven- 
tion. And, upon the most serious reflection, I disapprove 
of the Ouebeck Bill, as it establishes the Roman Catholick 
religion in the Province of Quebeck, abolishes the equitable 
system of English laws, and erects a tyranny there, to the 
great danger (from so total a dissimilarity of religion, law, 
and Government) of the neighbouring British Colonies, 
by the assistance of whose blood and treasure the said coun- 
try was conquered. 

" I tenderly love my country. I wish for her prosperity, 
and devoutly pray that the present contest may terminate 
to her advantage. And I sincerely hope that brotherly love 
vyill bury in oblivion all animosity between me and my pa- 
rishioners, with whom to live in harmony and peace, is my 

warmest wish. „ „. „ 

" William Ldmiston. 

"January 17, 1775." 

The above being read, and considered, was accepted. 

Ordered, That the same be published. 

On motion, Ordered, That James Dalgleish be required 
to attend this Committee to answer a complaint made 
against him for saying, that the King ought to be damned 
if he repealed the late oppressive Acts respecting America, 
and that the said Acts were equitable. 

Ordered, That George Lux deliver said notice accord- 
ing to the above notice. 

_ At a meeting of the Committee of Observation for Bal- 
timore County, on Monday, the 23d January, 1775: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, in tho Chair, Jeremiah Townley Chase, 
Clerk, Andrew Buchanan, Robert Alexander, William Smith, Doctor 
John Boyd, James Calhoun, John Merryman, Jun., William Spear, 
Isaac Grist, Mark Alexander, George Lindenberger, William Bu- 
chanan, John Smith, Benjamin Griffith, John Deaver, Barnet Ei- 
chelberger. 

Resolved, It is the opinion of the Committee of Obser- 
vation for this County, that on the sale of any Goods im- 
ported contrary to the Association of the Continental Con- 
gress, no Receipt ought to be given for the money raised 
for the relief of the Poor of Boston, and the same ought to 
be paid into the hands of the Treasurer. 

Ordered, That Mr. James Christie and Mr. Neil have 
notice of this Resolve. 

Ordered, That the Committee of each Hundred hand 
about a Subscription Paper to raise Money for the purchase 
of Arms and Ammunition, collect the same, and pay it into 
the hands of the Treasurer. 

Resolved, That the Money arising from the Subscription 
in the several Hundreds in Baltimore Town, be laid out in 
the purchase of Arms and Ammunition ; and that the,same 
be lodged in a Magazine or Repository, and there kept 
until the exigence of our affairs shall make it necessary to 
deliver them out for actual service. 

Mr. Andrew Buchanan is appointed Treasurer for Bal- 
timore Town, to receive the Moneys that may be raised for 
purchasing Arms and Ammunition. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation for Bal- 
timore County, on Monday, the 30th January, 1775: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, in the Chair, Jeremiah Townley Chase, 
Clerk, William Buchanan, John Smith, William Spear, Robert Alex, 
ander, Mark Alexander, James Calhoun, Richard Moale, William 
Smith, Francis Sanderson. 

Mr. Merryman, who furnished Mr. Neill and Mr. Chris- 
tie with the Resolve of the Committee respecting receipts 
on the sale of Goods, passed at the last meeting, reports, 
that Mr. Neill will pay the money as required, but that Mr. 
Christie refuses to pay without a receipt is given, or a copy 
of the Proceedings relative to that matter. 

Whereupon, the Chairman was desired to write and 
send the following Letter to Mr. Christie: 
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January 30, 1775. 
Sir: Mr. Merryman having reported to the Committee, 
that you refuse to pay the two per cent, advance which you 
agreed to give on your goods, without having a copy of the 
minute of our proceedings on that subject certified and de- 
livered to you, or a receipt, I am directed to inform you, 
that, as soon as the money is paid, you shall have a certi- 
fied copy of their proceedings. I am further directed to 
inform you, that they are sorry to have reason of complaint 
that you should discover so much inclination to recede from 
a measure which you agreed to with so much seeming sa- 
tisfaction, and that they hope you will not oblige them to 
take such steps in the discharge of their trust from the pub- 
lick as may, in their consequence, prove injurious or dis- 
agreeable to you. 

Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman. 

To Mr. James Christie. 

After which the meeting was adjourned to three o'clock, 
P. M. 

Committee met at three o'clock, P. M. 

Mr. James Christie paid into the Committee the sum 
of thirty-four Pounds ten Shillings and eight Pence, the 
two per cent, advance on the sales of the Goods in the 
Sims, Captain Hocker, which was, by the Treasurer, cre- 
dited to the account of the Poor of Boston, agreeable to 
the Resolve of the Continental Congress. 

A certified copy of the Proceedings relative to Mr. 
Christie's Goods, was made out and enclosed to him, 
signed by the Clerk. 

Mr. Chase being absent, Robert Alexander was ap- 
pointed Clerk for this meeting. 

Resolved, That an Association against the killing of 
Mutton be drawn up, agreeable to the Resolve of the Pro- 
vincial Convention, and that the same be delivered to the 
Clerk of the Market, that the same may be by him pre- 
sented to the different Butchers to be signed. 

Robert Alexander, Clerk. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation for Bal- 
timore County, on Thursday, the 2d February, 1775 : 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, Jeremiah Townley Chase, 
Clerk, John Boyd, John Smith, Robert Alexander, William Bucha- 
nan, James Calhoun, David McMechen, William Spear, Isaac Grist, 
John Cradock. 

• Captain John Watson, of the Ship Britannia, from Glas- 
gow, appeared, and reported, on oath, that he hath import- 
ed in said ship the following Goods, viz: Two bales, two 
casks, and one package, marked J. T., Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, for Mr. John Tennant, of Nanticoke, and consigned to 
Capt. McGahen; also, two bales, two boxes, and one small 
bundle, marked J. J., J\os. 27, 28, 29, 30, 32, belonging 
to Mr. James Jeffries ; and five puncheons of Rum, marked 
G. P., Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and two casks of Fish, marked 
M. T., Nos. 1 and 2, addressed to Mr. Thomas Ewing. 

Capt. Thomas Moore, of the Brig Fortune, from Jamai- 
ca, appeared, and reported, on oath, that he has imported 
in said vessel, forty hogsheads of Molasses, five barrels of 
Coffee, three hundred Hides, and five bags of Cotton. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation, on Fri- 
day, the 3d of February, 1775: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, Andrew Buchanan, Isaac Grist, 
Richard Moale, Thomas Ewing, Hercules Cpurtenay, Archibald 
Buchanan, John Merryman, George Mathews, William Spear, John 
Smith, William Buchanan, Thomas Harrison, John Boyd, Jeremiah 
Townley Chase, Robert Alexander, William Smith. 

Captain Richard Jackson, of the Brig Sally-Van, from 
Jamaica, appeared, and reported, on oath, that his cargo 
consisted of one hundred and forty-four casks of Rum, seven 
hogsheads of Sugar, six bags of Cotton, and three hundred 
and one Hides. 

Captain William Knapp, of the Brig Woodbridge, from 
Guadaloupc, appeared, and reported his cargo, on oath, as 
follows, viz: Two hundred and seventy-nine casks of Mo- 
lasses, two hogsheads and two barrels of Sugars. 

The Committee being satisfied that the Molasses and 
Coffee imported in Captain Moore, from Jamaica, were 
shipped in consequence of orders given before the Resolves 



of the Continental Congress were known, the same were 
set up to sale, and struck off at three Pounds seven Shil- 
lings and six Pence more than the first cost, which was 
paid by Mr. Ridley and Mr. Crockett. 

The Goods marked J. T., Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, im- 
ported from Glasgow, in the Britannia, Captain Watson, 
belonging to John Tennant, were delivered to Alexander 
Cowan, with a Letter for the Committee of Dorchester 
County concerning the said Goods. 

The Goods marked J. J., imported in the said ship, 
being shipped in consequence of orders sent by James Jef- 
fries, before the 1st of June last, the same were set up at 
first cost and charges, and ten Shillings being bid thereon, 
the same was struck off to Mr. Jeffries, who paid the same 
to the Treasurer. 

John Hudson, master of the Ship Totness, from Liver- 
pool, appeared, and reported his cargo, on oath, as follows, 
viz : Four thousand four hundred and seventy-six bushels 
of Salt, and fifty crates of Earthern-Ware. 

The said Goods were struck off to Mr. Place at first cost 
and charges. 

The Goods marked G. P., Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, and 
M. T., Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, imported in the Ship Britta- 
nia, Captain Watson, from Glasgoiv, were struck off to 
Mr. Thomas Ewing at first cost and charges. 

William Burke, owner of the Schooner Unity, from 
Santa Cruz, appeared, and reported the cargo of said 
Schooner, on oath, as follows, viz: Forty hogsheads of Su- 
gar, a parcel of Coffee, and six cases of Gin. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Baltimore County, 
February 8, 1775: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, Benjamin Griffith, John Dea- 
ver, Isaac Grist, John Merryman, AVilliam Buchanan, Mark Alex- 
ander, Job Garretson. 

Captain John Bracket, of the Sloop Grampus, from the 
West-Indies, appeared, and reported his cargo, consisting 
of thirty hogsheads Rum, and eight barrels of Sugar, and 
made oath, that he has not imported in said vessel any 
Dry Goods of British or Irish manufacture, nor any India 
Tea for sale. 

Captain Joseph Proctor, of the Schooner Dolphin, from 
Marblehead, appeared, and reported, on oath, his cargo 
consisting of a parcel of coarse Salt only. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation on Mon- 
day, February 13, 1775 : 

Present: Samuel Purviancs, Chairman, William Spear, William Bu- 
chanan, James Sterrett, James Calhoun, George Lindenherger, Ben- 
jamin Griffith, John Boyd, Clerk. 

The Committee having received a Letter from Joseph 
Reed, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of Philadelphia, 
informing that certain Goods imported since the 1st of De- 
cember, by way of New- York, addressed to Mr. James 
Jeffries, of this Town, marked J. J., being seven casks, 
four bales, and one bundle, were forwarded by Mr. Trum- 
bull, of Philadelphia, to said James Jaffrays, who came 
before this Committee, and made it appear that the Goods 
were ordered last spring, it was determined that they be 
set up to sale at first cost and charges, which beino- done, 
they were sold to M r. Jeffries at ten Shillings advance on the 
first cost and charges, and the money paid into the hands 
of the Treasurer. 

At a meeting of the Committee, on Monday, the 20th, 
adjourned till Wednesday, February 23, 1775: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, James Sterrett, William Spear, 
George Woolsey, John Merryman, William Smith, John Smith. 

Captain Mason, of the Brig Nabby, from Salem, New- 
England, appeared, and reported, on oath, that he has im- 
ported in said vessel about fifty casks of Rum, twenty casks 
of Molasses, and two casks of women's Shoes of American 
manufacture ; and further made oath that he imported no 
Tea for sale. 

Captain William Jones, of the Schooner Nancy, from 
Santa-Cruz, reports, on oath, that he has imported in said 
vessel seven casks of Sugar and twenty- four casks of Coffee • 
and, further, that he hath not imported in said vessel any 
India Tea or any Goods of British manufacture, for sale. 
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At a meeting of the Committee of Observation, at Bal- 
timore, March 6, antc-rneridiem : 

Present : William Smith, Dcputy-Chairman, James Calhoun, John 
Smith, George Woolsey, Francis Sanderson, Mark Alexander, 
Mayberry Helms, Job Garretson, George Lindenberger, Jeremiah T. 
Chase, Andrew Buchanan, John Merryman, William Buchanan, 
Robert Alexander, 

Captain William Moat, of the Brig Sally, from Bristol, 
appeared before the Committee, and reported his cargo, on 
oalh, consisting of one hundred tons of British Salt, and 
twenty-four indented Servants. The Captain further re- 
ports, that he took in his Salt before the I2ih day of De- 
cember, and on or about that day he fell down the river 
with his vessel to a place called Rowland- Ferry, there to 
take in his Servants ; that he continued there until the 23d, 
and sailed from King's Road the 24th of December. 

Captain George Southward, of the Schooner Hope, from 
Salem, appeared, and reported, on oath, his cargo, consist- 
ing of Rum, Coffee, and Chocolate. 

Captain Thorndike Dcland, of the Schooner Sally, from 
Salem, appeared, and reported his cargo, on oath, consist- 
ing of Neiv-England Rum. 

Same day, post-rneridiem : 

Present : Andrew Buchanan, Chairman, Thomas Sollers, William Mc- 
Cubbin, Benjamin Nicholson, Darby Lux, Edward Talbot, Edward 
Tovvson, Job Garretson, Jehu Buck, Benjamin Buck, Thomas Grist, 
Sen., Mayberry Helms, Moses Gallaway, Samuel Owings, Jun., Ri- 
chard Cromwell, Thomas Rutter, Jesse Bussey, Charles Ridgely, Jun., 
William Goodwin, Archibald Buchanan, John Merryman, Richard 
Moale, Jeremiah Townley Chase, William Smith, James Calhoun, 
Benjamin Griffith, \Villiam Spear, John Smith, John Welsh, George 
Woolsey, Hercules Courtenay, Isaac Grist, Thomas Harrison, Samuel 
Purviance, Jun., John Boyd, George Lindenberger, David McMe- 
chen, Mordecai Grist, Philip Rogers, William Buchanan, Robert 
Alexander, Francis Sanderson, James Gittings. 

On motion made by Doctor John Stevenson, to whom 
Captain Moat's vessel and cargo were addressed, that he 
might have liberty from the Committee to land the said cargo 
of Salt, alleging it ought only to be considered as ballast, 
and was not intended to be prohibited by the Association 
of the Continental Congress, the Committee took into con- 
sideration the state of the said Brig Sally, Captain William 
Moat, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Salt imported in the 
said Brig be not landed. 



At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection for Balti- 
more County, March 13, 1775: 

Present : Captain Charles Ridgely, John Cradock, Darby Lux, John 
Mercer, Job Garretson, George Risteau, Mayberry Helms, James 
Sterrett, Charles Ridgely, Jun., William Buchanan, William Good- 
win, Andrew Buchanan, William Lnx, John Merryman, Samuel 
Purviance, John Boyd, David McMechen, Mordecai Grist, Isaac 
Vanbibber, John Smith, John Moale, Samuel Owings, John Deaver, 
John Howard, Christopher Owings, Richard Moale, Archibald Bu- 
chanan, William Smith, James Calhoun, Benjamin Griffith, Jerrard 
Hopkins, William Spear, George Woolsey, Hercules Courtenay, 
Isaac Grist, Mark Alexander, George Lindenbcrger, Thomas Sollers, 
William Wilkinson, Robert Alexander, Joshua Hall, Francis San- 
derson, Charles Walker, Thomas Ewing, Nathan Cromwell, John 
Cockey, Doctor C. Weisenthall, Benjamin Merryman — 48 Members. 

Captain Charles Ridgely, elected Chairman, and Robert 
Alexander, Secretary pro tempore. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Form of an Oath, to be 
taken by all Masters of Vessels, be drawn up. 
And the same being drawn up and approved, 
Ordered, That the same be entered in the Minutes of 
the Proceedings, and that every Captain take and subscribe 
the same. 

" You, A. B-, do make oath on the Holy Evangels of Al- 
mighty God, that you have not imported in the ship or 

vessel called whereof you are master, during 

this present voyage, except necessary stores for the use of 
the said vessel, which are not for sale, any goods, wares, 
or merchandise, whatsoever, (if from Great Britain or 
Ireland, say so ; if from any other place, tnention the place,) 
of the growth or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, 
or any goods exported from Great Britain or Ireland, 
or any East-India tea, or any molasses, syrups, panelas, 
coffee, or pimento, of the growth of the British West-In- 
dia Islands or Dominica, or any wines of Madeira or the 
Western-Islands, or foreign indigo, or any slave or slaves." 

Captain Joshua Payne, of the Schooner Welcome, from 
Madeira ; Captain John Fulford, of the Schooner Friend's 



Adventure, from Barbadoes; Captain Isaac Snow, of the 
Schooner Betsey, from Santa Cruz ; Captain John Clark, 
of the Brig Baltimore, from Barbadoes ; Captain Watson 
Crosby, of the Schooner Polly, from St. Thomas, severally 
appeared, and reported their cargoes, and took and sub- 
scribed the Oath aforesaid. 

Captain Henry Tickler, of the Brig Henry -and -Joseph, 
from Liverpool, addressed to Mr. George Woolsey, ap- 
peared, and reported, on oath, his cargo, consisting of five 
thousand one hundred and thirty-three bushels of British 
Salt, six half-crates of Earthen-Ware, and one hogshead of 
Rum for ship's stores; and, further, made oath that he had 
not broken bulk, or landed any part of his cargo since his 
arrival in this Province. 

Captain Joseph Woolsey', the consignee of the aforesaid 
vessel, made oath that he hath not, nor hath any person 
by his order, or with his privity or consent, unladen or 
taken out any part of the cargo imported in the said ves- 
sel, since her arrival. 

Signed : George Woolsey. 

Sworn before: Hercules Courtenat. 

Messrs. Mordecai Gist, Isaac Vanbibber, John Cradock, 
John Howard, and Isaac Giist, are appointed to view the 
state of said Brig and Cargo, and report the same. 

Ordered, That notice be given to Doctor John Steven- 
son, that the Committee requests his attendance, with 
Captain William Moat, of the Brig Sally, at two o'clock, 
P. M. 

Post-Mcrediem. — The gentlemen appointed to view the 
Brig Henry-and -Joseph, reported to the Committee that 
they viewed and examined the said vessel and the state of 
her cargo; that they found the hatches caulked down, and 
the Salt sunk about one foot, with the marks of the beams 
thereon, and that they were of opinion that the said cargo, 
or any part thereof, had not been broke or landed. 

The Committee proceeded to consider the state of the 
Brig Henry- and- Joseph, and of the cargo imported in the 
same : 

Resolved, unanimously, That the said cargo be not ■ 
landed. 

Upon application made by Captain Woolsey, to the 
Committee, for leave to reship the cargo of the Brig Henry- 
and-Joseph, and on Captain Woolsey's engaging, that the 
said cargo shall not be landed in any part of North Ame- 
rica between Nova-Scotia and Georgia; and on his fur- 
ther engagement that the Master of the vessel in which 
the said cargo is to be reshipped, shall engage, on oath, 
that he will not, unless compelled so to do by stress of 
weather, land the same within the parts before limited, and 
that he will produce a certificate from the place where the 
said cargo shall be landed of the landing of the same, 

Resolved, That leave be given agreeable to the above. 

Doctor John Stevenson, with Captain William Moat, 
attending agreeable to notice, the Chairman acquainted 
them, that information was made to the Committee that 
the cargo of Salt imported in the Brig Sally, or part thereof, 
had been unladen contrary to the Resolution of the Com- 
mittee, made the 6th instant. 

Doctor Stevenson declared, that, apprehending the Re- 
solution entered into by the Committee on the 6th instant, 
did not prohibit him from shipping the Salt to any other 
part of this Province or Virginia, he had, in consequence 
of such opinion, shipped a quantity on board four Bay 
craft, to be disposed of for his account ; that no part of said 
Salt had been landed in Baltimore County; that he will 
deliver in to the Committee the names of the skippers of 
the several craft, and will return an account of the proceeds 
of the Salt, and the same will freely give for the relief of 
the Poor of Boston, and that the remainder of the Salt now 
on board the said brig, shall not be landed in any part of 
America, between Nova-Scotia and Georgia. 

And Captain William Moat having declared, on oath, 
that the remainder of the Salt now on board the brig, shall 
not be landed within the limits aforesaid, 

Resolved, by the Committee, That the said apology be 
accepted. 

Information being made to the Committee that many 
misrepresentations of the Proceedings of the Continental 
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Congress had been made with a view to lessen the influence 
which the Association drawn, entered into, and recommend- 
ed by them, justly merited and had almost universally 
obtained ; and it appearing to the Committee that such 
misrepresentations are made by artful, designing, and wick- 
ed men, to divide the people, and defeat the measures now 
wisely pursued for the preservation of American liberty, 

Resolved, unanimously, That it is the duty of this Com- 
mittee, and of every Member thereof, and that we will, col- 
lectively and separately, persevere to carry strictly into ex- 
ecution the Association of the Continental Congress, and 
enforce an observance of the same, and that any attempt 
to defeat such purpose will, with its author, be exposed to 
the publick. 

The Congress, by the Third Article of the Association, 
having recommended the disuse of all East-India Tea, the 
Committee request that their constituents, in their several 
families, will strictly adhere to this Resolution ; and, how- 
ever difficult the disuse of any article which custom has 
rendered, familiar, and, to many, almost necessary, may be, 
yet they are induced to hope the ladies will cheerfully ac- 
quiesce in this self-denial, and thereby evince to the world 
a love to their friends, their posterity, and country. 

A very extraordinary arrangement having been lately 
made in the Magistracy of this County, the Committee, re- 
flecting on the conclusions which may probably be drawn 
from it in distant places, to the disadvantage of the gentle- 
men superseded, cheerfully embrace the opportunity af- 
forded by the present meeting, to testify in favour of their 
conduct while they were in office. From personal ac- 
quaintance we know them to have been irreproachable in 
private, faithful and impartial in publick life, and deservedly 
entitled to the thanks of the whole County for the consci- 
entious discharge of the trust reposed in them. 

Resolved, therefore, unanimously, That this Committee 
ought, and we hereby do in our own names, and in the 
names of our constituents, sincerely thank those worthy 
gentlemen, whose abrupt dismission, with all the circum- 
stances attending it, does them the greatest honour. They 
return to a private station with the general approbation of 
the County, and the pleasing satisfaction of having honour- 
ably acquitted themselves of their obligations during their 
continuance in office. Their dismission is a real loss ; it is 
the more to be regretted, as from the manner of it, we can 
hardly expect that any of equal worth and character will 
hereafter be prevailed on to undertake the troublesome, 
unprofitable employment, now rendered distasteful to men 
of independent spirit and firmness, and evidently exposing 
them to unmerited insult. 

At a meeting of the Committee, March 27, 1775: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, William Buchanan, John Merryman, Wil- 
liam Spear, James Calhoun, Isaac Vanbibber, William Smith, John 
Sterrett, George Woolsey, Archibald Buchanan, Benjamin Griffith, 
George Lindenberger, John Smith, Benjamin Levy, Daniel Hughes. 

Captain George Woolsey reported, that he had shipped 
off the Salt imported in the Brig Henry-and- Joseph, Henry 
Tickle, master, and that the Captain of the vessel had 
made oath before Mr. Courtenay, that the said Salt shall 
not, (unless compelled so to do by stress of weather,) be 
landed in any part of North America between Nova-Scotia 
arid Georgia. 

Captain Thomas Jarrold, of the Ship Dulany, from Lis- 
bon, appeared, and reported that he had not imported any 
articles contrary to the Continental Association, and took 
and subscribed the Oath to that purpose. 

Captain Nathaniel Gray, of the Schooner Sally, from 
Salem, appeared, and reported in same manner, and took 
and subscribed the Oath. 

Captain Peter Simmons, of the Brig Mary Carroll, from 
Lisbon, appeared before the Committee, and reported in 
the same manner, and took and subscribed the Oath. 

April 5, 1775. 
Captain Thomas Rowland, of the Brig Betsey, from 
Guernsey, addressed to Mr. John Smith, appeared, and 
reported, on oath, that he has not imported in said vessel 
any goods, wares, or merchandise, contrary to the Asso- 
ciation of the Continental Congress, and subscribed the 
same. 



Committee met, April 10, 1775: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, John Smith, William Lux, 
Benjamin Levy, Isaac Vanbibber, William Smith, John Merrymnn, 
W r illiam Spear, Hernules Courtenay, S. C. Davy, Captain Hender- 
son, Thomas Elliot, Richard Lemmon, James Cox, William Bucha- 
nan, John Boyd, Clerk. 

Captain William Woud, of the Snow Betsey, from Por- 
tugal, appeared before the Committee, and declared, on 
oath, that he has not imported any article contrary to the 
Association, and subscribed the same. 

On motion, Resolved, That as the Fairs usually held 
at Baltimore Town are hurtful to the morals of the people, 
and are a species of extravagance and dissipation which 
are forbid by the Continental Congress, that the Commit- 
tee of Correspondence be directed to give publick notice 
to the Inhabitants of the Town and County, that the Com- 
mittee advise them not to erect any Booths, or be in any 
manner concerned in countenancing the holding said Fair 
during the continuance of our publick distractions. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Committee be di- 
rected to prepare and settle the Account of Moneys arising 
from the sale of Goods for the use of the Poor of Boston, 
and lay it before the Committee at their next meeting. 



Committee met, Monday, April 17, 1775: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, in the Chair, Robert Alexander, Thomas 
Harrison, William Smith, John Merryman, Daniel Hughes, Benja- 
min Griffith, John Smith, John Boyd, Walter Tolley, Andrew Bu- 
chanan, James Storrett, William Spear, George Woolsey, Benjamin 
Levy, Mayberry Helms, Archibald Buchanan, Thomas G. Howard, 
William Lux, Clerk pro tempore. 

James Scott, master of the Brig Dolphin, from Boston, 
appeared, and reported his vessel, and look the Oath pre- 
scribed. 

Thomas Wood, master of the Brig Wren, from London, 
appeared, and reported his vessel, and took the Oath pre- 
scribed. 

On motion made, for appointing a Clerk to this Com- 
mittee ; and on deliberating on the matter, it was thought 
to be most advisable to nominate four gentlemen, to serve 
alternately, each a month. Doctor John Boyd, Robert 
Alexander, William Lux, and Jeremiah T. Chase, were 
nominated and appointed accordingly. 

William Lux, Cleric. 



Committee met, three o'clock, P. M., April 17, 1775: 

Present: John Merryman, William Smith, John Boyd, William Neil], 
David Stewart, Benjamin Levy, Isaac Vanbibber, John Crocket, 
Hercules Courtenay. 

Henry Wool/, master of the Sloop Two-Brothers, ap- 
peared, and reported his vessel, and took the Oath pre- 
scribed. 

Alexander Ferguson, master of the Brig William, ap- 
peared, reported his cargo, and took the Oath prescribed. 



Committee met at their Chamber, April 24, 1775: 

Present : John Smith, Chairman, Robert Alexander, John Moale, Wil- 
liam Buchanan, William Spear, James Sterrett, Benjamin Nicholson, 
Benjamin Levy, A. Vanbibber, Hercules Courtenay, Isaac Vanbib 
ber, James Calhoun, S. C.Davy, John Boyd, Clerk, Captain Hen 
derson, Thomas Harrison, Mark Alexander. 

Captain Woolsey, of the Schooner Industry, from Anti- 
gua, appeared before the Committee, and having read and 
taken the Oath, declared that he had riot imported any 
articles forbid by the same, and subscribed his name. 

Captain William Barron, of the Ship Peggy, from Lis 
bon, appeared, and reported on oath, and subscribed the 
same, that he has imported nothing forbid by the Conti- 
nental Congress. 

Captain T. Torbelt, of the Schooner Triton, from St. 
Croix, appeared, and declared, on oath, the same, and sub- 
scribed. 

Captain John Hyde, of Snow Hope, from Poole, ap- 
peared, took the Oath, and subscribed. 

Captain John Smith, of the Brig James, from Cork, did 
the same. • 

Captain Purnell Johnstone, of the Schooner Tommy, 
from St. Croix, reported, swore, and subscribed the neces- 
sary Oath. 
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At a meeting extraordinary of the Committee, at their 
Chamber, April 26, 1775: 

Present : Benjamin Levy, John Moale, Hercules Courtenay, J. Kenne- 
dy, David Stewart, James Calhoun, George Woolsey, Isaac Vunbib- 
ber, A. Vanbibber, I. McLelland, John Hudson, John Boyd, Clerk, 
■William Smith, John Smith, Barnet Eichelberger, Mark Alexander, 
Robert Buchanan, Daniel Hughes, S C. Davy, Captain Henderson, 
William Spear, James Sterrett, John McLure, William Buchanan, 
Thomas Ewing, S. Ennals, John Cockey, J. Cox, John Deaver, 
Thomas Rutter, Thomas Elliot, Richard Lemmon, V. Cary, J. Jones, 
J. Sterrett, Mr. Vashorn, Captain Gist. 

It being proposed to the Committee to purchase all the 
Powder and Lead to be disposed of in Town, that the same 
may be secured for the use of the County, the Committee 
agreed (each being asked by name) to engage themselves 
for the payment of it ; and the following gentlemen are 
appointed to make the purchase : A. Buchanan, James 
Calhoun, John Sterrett, William Buchanan, Benjamin 
Levy, John Kennedy, John McLure, David Stewart, 
Mark Alexander, Captain Gist, and Mr. Eic/telberger, who 
are instructed to agree for the same with the proprietors 
on the best terms they can. 

At a meeting extraordinary of the Committee, April 
27, 1775: 

Present: Andrew Buchanan, James Calhoun, C. Clopper, David 
Hughes, MordeCiii Gist, R. Buchanan, John Kennedy, Benjamin 
Levy, Barnet Eichelberger, John Boyd, Clerk, John .Smith, William 
Smith, William Buchanan, William Spear, Hercules Courtenay, 
James Sterrett, John Sterrett, Thomas Ewing, John McLure, S. En- 
nalls, Charles Ridgely, Son of William. 

Captain Joseph Oakman, from Salem, of the Sloop 
Two-Sisters, reported his cargo, and on oath, declared he 
had nothing on board contrary to the Association. 

Representation being made to the Committee, that the 
Ammunition lately procured by them for the use of the 
country was not properly nor safely deposited, it was agreed 
that the following gentlemen, viz: William Buchanan, 
Daniel Hughes, John Sterrett, Captain Gist, and John 
McLure, be appointed to receive the same, and distribute 
it among such gentlemen of the Town as it may be most 
safely lodged with, to he by them kept securely till further 
orders from the Committee. 

The Committee haying just now received intelligence 
that the Magazine of Powder, at Williamsburgh, had been 
seized on Thursday, the 20th instant, in the night, by Cap- 
tain Collins, commander of one of His Majesty's Sloops-of 
War, and, by the Governour's direciion, was deposited on 
board his vessel, thought it advisable to forward this infor- 
mation to the Committee of Philadelphia ; which was ac- 
cordingly done immediately. 

Committee met at the Court-House, May 1, 1775: 

Present: William Smiih, Vice.Chairman, William Buchanan, Benja- 
min. Levy, Charlus Ridgely, Jun., James Calhoun, Benjamin Griffith, 
John Deaver, Isaac Vanbihber, Captain Woolsey, John Kennedy, 
Hercules Courtenay, Andrew Buchanan, John Merryman, A. Van. 
bibber, William Goodwin, George Lindenberger, J. Hollyday : Cap. 
tain Richardson, S. C. Davy, William Spear, Richard Lcmimon, Cap- 
tain Henderson, Mark Alexander, James Sterrett, Andrew Buchanan, 
John McLure, Captain Gist, G. Hopkins, John Moale, Captain 
Charles Ridgely, James Cox, Thomas Ewing, John Boyd. 

James Campbell, of the Brig Autumn, from Cadiz and 
New-York, reported his cargo, swore, and subscribed the 
Oath, agreeable to the Association. 

Captain John Bracket, of the Sloop Grampus, from the 
West-Indies, did the same. 

Captain John Norwood, o( the Ship Hercules, from Dub- 
lin, reported, and made oath, and subscribed. 

Captain Alexander Kennedy, of the Ship Baltimore- 
Packet, from London, did the same. 

Information having been made to the Committee that 
Captain Richard Button had used his influence to prevent 
people from mustering, 

It was Resolved, To order his attendance before the 
Committee to-morrow, at nine o'clock, to which time it is 
adjourned ; and that the Clerk give notice to Captain But- 
ton to attend at that hour. 

Application having been made to the Committee for the 
use of some of the Provincial Guns now in this Town, to 
perform Military Exercise this afternoon, it was agreed that 
it be permitted on condition of their being returned at eight 
o'clock, to-morrow; and that the Captains receiving them 



shall give a receipt to Messrs. William Buchanan and 
William Spear, who are appointed by the Committee to 
give them out. 

Committee met agreeable to adjournment, May 2, 1775 : 

Present: William Smith, Vice-Chairman, Hercules Courtenay, Andrew 
Buchanan, William Spear, John Merryman, John Moale, James 
Calhoun, N. Griffith, Isaac Vanbibber, A. Vanbibber, J. McClelland, 
William Neill, John Mercer, David McMechen, Captain Clopper, 
D. McClelland, S. C. Davy, Thomas Gist, Benjamin Levy, John 
Steirett, James Cox, Captain Henderson, Daniel Hughes, J. Smith, 
William Goodwin, John Smith, Thomas Todd, S. Ennals, Thomas 
Ewing, John Wells, Andrew Buchanan, Richard Cary, Mark Alex, 
ander, John McLure, George Lindenberger, G. Hopkins, G. Asth- 
man, R. Cummin, John Boyd. 

Captain W. Jones, of the Schooner Nancy, from St, 
Croix, reported his vessel, made oath, and subscribed. 

Captain Peter Templetoun, of the Brig Jane, from Lon- 
don, did the same. 

Captain Button appeared, agreeable to the order of yes- 
terday, and the charge against him having been read; 
and George Helms, the evidence, having been examined, 
it appeared that said Button, in a conversation with said 
Helmes on the subject of mustering, had discouraged and 
prevented him for some time from learning the military 
exercise, as had been directed and recommended by the 
late Provincial Convention. 

The Committee were, therefore, of opinion, that such 
conduct in Captain Button was a contravening the Reso- 
lutions of said Convention, had a tendency to sow discord 
and division among us," as far as his contracted influence 
could extend, and highly injurious to the common cause of 
American liberty. 

The above Opinion being read to Mr. Button, he ac- 
quiesced in the determination of the Committee, and sub- 
scribed the following Paper, as some atonement to the 
publick for his misconduct: 

" I acknowledge, that in conversation with George Helms 
on the subject of mustering, I asked him whether it was 
not an infringement of his oath (he being a Constable) to 
take up arms or muster, but had no design to prevent or 
dissuade him from learning the military exercise; nor have 
I used any arguments, or in any manner endeavoured to 
prevent or dissuade any other persons whatsoever from 
mustering ; and I promise and solemnly engage to this 
Committee, that I will not, in future, make any attempts 
of this sort, nor will, in any wise, contravene or oppose the 
Resolutions of the Continental Congress or Provincial 
Convention. I am extremely sorry if, by my conduct, I 
should have appeared inimical to 1 he cause of American 
liberty, as 1 am conscious to myself of having never har- 
boured a thought injurious to the freedom of the Colonies. 

" Richahd Button. 

■' May 2, 1775." 

Information being made to the Committee that James 
Dalgleish, who was formerly complained against for his 
imprudent and injurious behaviour towards the cause of 
liberty, and this Committee, has again expressed himself 
in very obnoxious and indecent terms of the publick mea- 
sures now carrying on in the Colonies for the preservation 
of their freedom, having declared that " as soon as the Eng- 
lish Troops shall land here he will join them against the 
Americans, it being a folly for him longer to deny his prin- 
ciples," and this being proved by the testimony of Mr. 
Samuel Roddy, it w r as the opinion of the Committee, that 
the said James Dalgleish, by his repeated offences, has 
discovered an incurable enmity to this country, and that it 
is dangerous to the cause in which we are all embarked to 
encourage or countenance a person of such principles amonf 
us. The Committee think it, therefore, their duty, in con- 
formity to the directions of the Continental Congress, to 
publish said Dalgleish to the world as an enemy to the 
liberty of Americans. 

Committee met at their Chamber agreeable to adjourn- 
ment, May 3, 1775 : 

Present: William Smith, Vice-Chairman, William Buchanan, Hercules 
Courtenay, George Lindenberger, Captain Woolsey, Benjamin Levy, 
William Spear, Richard Lemmon, John Smith, James Sterrett, Wil- 
liam Neill, Mark Alexander, James Calhoun, John Boyd. 

Mr. A. Hall, from the Committee of Harford County, 
having made application to this Committee to furnish them 
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with five hundred pounds of Gunpowder, it was agreed by 
the Members present, (as they are not as full a Committee 
as usual in determining business of importance,) to recom- 
mend a compliance with Mr. Hall's request to the next 
full meeting of the Committee. 

At a meeting extraordinary of the Committee, May 5, 
1775: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, John Smith, William Smith, 
William Buchanan, Andrew Buchanan, William Spear, James Ster- 
rett, James Calhoun, Robert Alexander, Thomas Harrison, William 
Neill, John Boyd, Clerk. 

The Committee received a Letter from the Committee 
of Correspondence at Philadelphia, by Mr. Thomas Hen- 
derson, a Member of the Committee of Monmouth, in 
New-Jersey, requesting us to supply Mr. Henderson with 
a quantity of Gunpowder for the use of the Monmouth 
Committee. 

Mr. Henderson represents, that they are altogether des- 
titute of Powder, and cannot procure any from New- York 
or Philadelphia ; that they expect to be called out to the 
assistance o( New-York immediately, having been applied 
to for that purpose by the Committee of that city ; and 
from some recent transactions of a Man-of-War and Ten- 
ders, who have been observed to be carefully sounding their 
coasts to discover, as it is believed, a proper place of land- 
ing, it is apprehended an army will be landed in their 
country ; that, therefore, they are in a peculiar, dangerous, 
and critical situation, and stand in need of the speediest 
supply of Powder. 

From this representation, the Committee were of opinion 
that, for the safety of the common cause, it is necessary 
and right to supply the Committee of Monmouth with five 
hundred weight of Gunpowder, for the present, and as 
they have a prospect of receiving one thousand or one 
thousand five hundred weight pf that article from the Com- 
mittee of Georgetown, they are encouraged to promise Mr. 
Henderson five hundred weight more, if they shall suc- 
ceed in their application to Georgetown. 

Committee met, Monday, May 8, 1775: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, William Smith, John Smith, William 
Spear, Thomas Jones, John Merryman, S. Ennals, Hercules Courte. 
nay, Daniel Hughes, William Buchanan, Jeremiah T. Chase, An. 
drew Buchanan, Thomas Ewing, Benjamin Griffith, Janus Sterrett, 
James Calhoun, Isaac Vanbibber, William Goodwin, Benjamin Levy, 
Robert Alexander, Mark Alexander, George Woolsoy, John Boyd, 
Clerk, C. Clopper, G. Hopkins, George Lindenberger, J. Rutter, 
Charles Ridgely, Charles Ridgely, Son of John, J.Philpot, Mayberry 
Helms, J. McClennan, J. Jones, J. Sterrett, John Moale, D. Mc- 
Clennan, William Neil]. 

The Chairman informs the Committee, that he has re- 
ceived from Mr. Henderson, the Delegate from Monmouth, 
New-Jersey, sixty-nine Pounds fifteen Shillings, for four 
hundred and ninety-eight pounds of Gunpowder, sold him 
by the Committee, and delivered by Messrs. John Smith 
and William Buchanan; which sum the Chairman is de- 
sired to pay into the hands of Mr. Andrew Buchanan, the 
Treasurer. 

Captain William Sewell, of the Ship Calvert, from Lon- 
don, appeared, and made oath agreeable to the rules of the 
Committee, of his having imported no goods or merchan- 
dise whatsoever, excepting thirty-one Servants. 

The Application from Harford Committee, minuted in 
the Proceedings of May 3, was read to this meeting ; and 
it is agreed that said Committee be supplied with the five 
hundred pounds of Powder, mentioned in the Minutes of 
that day ; and the Chairman is desired to give directions 
that the Powder be delivered to the Harford Committee 
when applied for. 

Captain Richard Dickinson, of the Snow Fanny-and- 
Jenny, from London, reported his cargo, took the Oath, and 
subscribed. 

Mr. Francis Sanderson, once a Member of this Com- 
mittee, but who, for some time past, had neglected his 
duty by refusing or declining giving attendance at their 
meetings, and other exceptionable conduct, did this day 
again unexpectedly appear among them, the Committee, 
reflecting on his late conduct, and uncertain as to the design 
of his coming among them at so critical a juncture, plainly 
informed Mr. Sanderson, of their sentiments: that they 
could not but suspect a man of so variable principles and 



questionable conduct ; that as matters of great moment fre- 
quently were agitated among them, they did not think it pru- 
dent or safe for them to sit in council with a person in 
whom they could have no confidence ; and that, therefore, 
they would wish him to withdraw himself from the Com- 
mittee till the sense of the County should be known con- 
cerning him at a future election. 

Mr. Sanderson declared, that he was sensible of the 
impropriety and mistakes of his late conduct, but was now 
heartily disposed to concur in every measure that his coun- 
trymen should adopt for the preservation of their rights ; 
that, in the mean time, he acquiesced in the intimation of the 
Committee, and would, for the future, so conduct himself 
as, if possible, to recover the good opinion of his country- 
men, and convince them of the sincerity of his present de- 
clarations. 

A meeting extraordinary of the Committee, May 12, 
1775: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, James Calhoun, Hercules Courtenay, 
John Merryman, William Neil], George Woolsey, John Boyd. 

James Burrow, of the Ship Nancy, from Milford, re- 
ported his cargo, took the Oath prescribed, and subscribed. 

William McNeily, of the Snow Jenny, from Cork, did 
the same. 

Committee met, May 15, 1775; 

Present: Samuel Purviance, J. Garretson, G.Hopkins, S. C. Davy, 
J. Wells, R. Lemmon, James Cox, Murk Alexander, David Stewart, 
John Smith, William Buchanan, Benjamin Levy, Robert Alexander, 
George Lindenberger, J. McClennan, Hercules Courtenay, C. Clop, 
per, James Sterrett, Isaac Vanbibber, William Lux, George Wool. 
sey, John Boyd, Clork, 

The Chairman laid a Letter before the Committee from 
the Chairman of the Committee of Fredericktown, in an- 
swer to one sent to them by express from the Committee, 
requesting to be supplied with as much Powder and Lead 
as they could spare. The Committee of Frederick have 
agreed to supply this Committee with five hundred pounds 
of Powder and lour thousand pounds of Lead. 

Captain Daniel Lawrence, of the Ship Jenny-and-PoUy, 
from Bristol, appeared, took the necessary Oath, and sub- 
scribed. 

Captain James Phillips, of the Brig Rogers, from Bel- 
fast, reports his cargo, swore, and subscribed, with the ex- 
ception of a small box, contents unknown, and a few bar- 
rels of Potatoes, a keg of Whiskey, and a Cheese, being 
presents to some gentlemen in Town. 

The Box is ordered to be put into the possession of the 
Committee for a further examination. 

Captain Cathrew, of the Brig Dutchess-of-Leinster, from 
Dublin, reported, swore, and subscribed. 

Captain Robert Stenhouse, of the Ship Union, from 
London, did the same. 

Cornelius Garretson lodged an information before the 
Committee against Messrs, Usher fy Roe, charging them 
with having sold to him, the said Garretson, certain goods 
at a higher price than he had usually paid for them, and 
that they had sold the same kind of goods to himself and 
others, some time ago, at a much lower rate than he had 
now paid. 

Mr. Roe appeared, to answer this charge, and said, that 
Mr. Garretson had asked hiin for certain Buttons, which, 
he confesses, he had formerly sold to Mr. Garretson and 
others at two shillings and six pence per dozen, but for 
which he now asked three shillings and six pence, not bein^ 
willing to sell the Buttons, without, at the same time, sel- 
ling some cloth to which they matched, but that he did, at 
length, agree to let Mr. Garretson have them at the price 
he formerly sold them. Mr. Garretson departed, and soon 
after returned and took the Buttons from a young man 
who attended Messrs. Usher fy Roe's Store, who insisted 
on having three shillings and six pence for them per dozen, 
which said Garretson paid ; but, as soon as Mr. Roe un- 
derstood what his Clerk had done, he called after Mr. 
Garretson, with an intention to refund him his money, but 
Mr. Garretson refused to return. 

Mr. Roe afterwards sent the money to said Garretson, 
but he declined accepting it, choosing rather to lod^e a 
complaint to the Committee for the imposition. 
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From the above representation, it appeared to the Com- 
mittee that the same kind of Goods had been incautiously 
sold at Messrs. Usher fy Roe's Store at different prices, 
and, in this instance, above the limitations ascertained by 
the Provincial Congress ; but, as it appears to have hap- 
pened by mistake of their Clerk, and as Mr. Roe offered 
immediately to rectify the mistake, the Committee thought 
proper to dismiss the complaint with a caution to Messrs. 
Usher fy Roe, that they be more careful, in future, in giving 
cause for the like complaints. 

The Continental Congress having "Resolved, That a 
Committee be chosen in every County, by those who are 
qualified to vote for Representatives in the Legislature, 
whose business it shall be attentively to observe the con- 
duct of all persons touching the Association ;" and the Con- 
vention held at Annapolis, on the 8th of December last, 
having recommended " that no persons, except Members 
of the Committees, undertake to meddle with or determine 
any question respecting the construction of the Association 
entered into by the Continental Congress, and that peace 
and good order be inviolably maintained throughout this 
Province," the Committee, considering the confusion and 
disorder that may arise from individuals, or any number of 
the people at large, undertaking to judge and determine 
offences that may be committed against the Association, 
do earnestly enjoin the Inhabitants of this County that 
they foibear from any violence or personal insult to any 
person whatever, but that in all cases when persons are 
charged with committing any violation of the Continental 
Association, or the Resolves of the Provincial Convention, 
or with contravening the measures now carrying on for the 
preservation of American liberty, information thereof be 
made to the Committee, who may impartially hear the ac- 
cusation and the person accused, and proceed therein as 
directed by the Continental Congress. ■ 

Captain Robert Collings, of the Ship Neptune, from 
London, reported his vessel. 

Captain David Lewis, of the Ship Patuxent, from Lon- 
don, did the same. - 

Agreeable to notice for that purpose given, a respectable 
number of Freeholders of Baltimore County, met at the 
Court-House, May 18, 1775, to choose Delegates to re- 
present them in the next Provincial Convention, Captain 
Charles Ridgely, in the Chair, Doctor John Boyd, Clerk. 

After debating the mode of electing, it was agreed that 
the usual method should be observed, and the following 
gentlemen were then nominated and chosen, and empow- 
ered to continue and act as Representatives of this County 
for six months, viz : Captain Charles Ridgely, Thomas 
Cockey Dye, Walter Tolley, Jun., Charles Ridgely, Son 
of John, Robert Alexander, John Moale, Darby Lux, 
Benjamin Nicholson, William Buchanan, Jeremiah T. 
Chase, Thomas Harrison, John Cradock, James Gittings, 
Charles Ridgely, Son of William, Walter Tolley, Sen. 

The following gentlemen were added to the Committee 
of Observation for this County : 

For Middle-River, Lower: John German, William 

Andrews, Edward Day, William Allender. 
Patapsco, Upper: Zachariah McCubbin. 
Soldiers' Delight: Doctor William Lyon. 
Baltimore Town : Daniel Rowley. 

The Proceedings of the Committee on the 8th of May, 
respecting Mr. Francis Sanderson, were read to the free- 
men of the County now convened, and their sentiments 
taken on the propriety of the Committee's request to Mr. 
Sanderson, to decline acting as a Committee-man, till the 
sense of their constituents should be known on the matter. 

When the freemen, having heard what Mr. Sanderson 
had to offer, unanimously approved of the Committee's 
prudent conduct. 

And do further Resolve, That until Mr. Sanderson 
shall give unequivocal evidence of his sincere attachment 
to the cause of his injured country, by a steady and uni- 
form acquiescence in every measure which has, or may be 
generally adopted for her preservation, they cannot approve 
of him as a man fit to act for them in Committee, leaving 
it to the Committee to determine how far he is otherwise 
entitled to publick favour. 



The Committee accordingly, (the business of the County 
having been finished,) fifty-two Members being present, 
proceeded to consider and judge of Mr. Sanderson's case j 
and were of opinion, that as he had already acknowledged 
to the Committee his error and late misconduct, and was 
sincerely sorry for the same, and was now willing to satisfy 
his countrymen, by a publick declaration, of his present 
political opinion, as contained in a paper which he handed 
in, Mr. Sanderson be restored to the good opinion of his 
countrymen: 

" I hereby declare, that I have resigned the office of a 
Justice of the Peace for Baltimore County, being now sen- 
sible that my appointment to that office, with others, in 
the manner, and at the time the same was done, was dis- 
agreeable to my friends, and tended to injure the cause of 
my distressed country. I furthe.r declare my readiness to 
engage heartily in the measures now carrying on for the 
preservation of American liberty, and, for that purpose, I 
have contributed to the purchase of arms and ammuni- 
tion, as, also, to the poor of Boston, and enrolled myself 
a soldier in a company of Militia, and 1 trust my future 
conduct will evince the sincerity of my preset declarations, 
and restore me to the favour and esteem oT my country- 
men, an event most ardently wished for by, 

" Francis Sanderson." 

On motion, Ordered, That the Committee-Men in the 
respective Hundreds of the County, be prepared to give 
in an Account to the General Committee at Baltimore, 
against the first Monday in June, of the state of the Militia 
in their different Districts, the number of Men embodied, 
and the number of Arms fit for service; also, the amount 
of the different Subscriptions raised by them for the relief 
of the Poor j pf Boston, and for the purchase of Arms and 
Ammunition. 
• The necessity of this measure arises from the recom- 
mendation of the late Convention, who have directed that 
these Accounts be prepared and laid before them at their 
next meeting. 

The late Convention having resolved that six hundred 
Pounds be raised for the defraying expenses of our Dele- 
gates to the General Congress, and as the proportion of 
that suro for Baltimore County is fifty-six Pounds, 

Resolved, That' each Hundred in the County collect 
their quotas of said sum, agreeable to the proportion fixed 
upon lor the collection of Money for Arms and Ammuni- 
tion ; adding thereto nineteen Pounds, of a balance ad- 
vanced formerly by Mr. William Lux to the Delegates of 
the late Congress, for which he is not yet paid ; and that 
those who have not contributed in the last Subscription for 
the Delegates, be first applied to now, and the Money 
raised to be paid into the hands of Mr. William Lux, who 
is appointed to receive it, and pay the same to the Dele- 
gates. 

On motion made, that a General Treasurer should be 
appointed in Baltimore Town, to receive and forward the 
Donations of this County for the Poor of Boston, 

Voted, That Mr. Samuel Purviance be appointed to 
that office. 

Mr. Benjamin Wells lodged a complaint against Mr. 
Ja?nes Christie, that he had raised the price of his Goods 
above the limitation of the Provincial Convention. 

Mr. Christie was sent for to answer this charge, but 
being not at home, the matter was referred to another 
meeting of the Committee. 



Committee met, May 19, 1775: Present, William 
Smith, Deputy-Chairman, and twenty-six Members of the 
Committee ; JR. Alexander, Secretary. 

Messrs. Lux &f Bowley, at the request of the Com- 
mittee, produced a Letter of Advice and Instructions from 
Messrs. Pinney fy Sibley, of Poole, relative to the loading 
of the Brig Sukey, Captain Samuel Clark. 

Captain James Lightcoum, of the Sloop Friendship, from 
Bermuda, appeared, and reported his vessel, and took the 
Oath. ' , , 

The Chairman laid before the Committee Extracts from 
two Letters received from Philadelphia, informing that 
sundry Vessels were loading in the Port of Liverpool with 
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Salt and Dry-Goods, some of which were destined for this 
Province. 

Ordered, That copies of the said Extracts be printed in 
Handbills, and enclosed to the different Committees of this 
Province and Virginia. 

The sum of one hundred and twenty-four Pounds, pro- 
posed to be raised to defray the Expenses of the Delegates, 
and other Expenses, was proportioned as follows: 
Gunpowder, Upper, - £10 13 (2 12 6, 3 5 6 paid 

R.A.) 

North, 6 18 4 

Middlesex, 4 9 (2 8 6, paid R. A. 

by Mab'y Helms, 

June 26.) 

Mine-Run, 714 

Back-River, Upper, - . - 14 18 8 (5 17 6, p'd Aug.l, 

per Ed. Talbot, 

not paid to R. A.) 
Back-River, Lower, - ' - 5 4 8 (3 5 2, pd. R. A. by 

B.Buck;16p'd 

Job Gar ret son; 12 
# 6, per B. Buck to 

B. A.) 
Patapsco, Upper, - - - 6 14 8 
Patapsco, Lower, - ■ - 6 13 8 
Middle-River, Upper, - 5 16 
Middle-River, Lower, - 6 17 4 (2 16 3, 2 10, p'd 

R. A.) 
Soldiers' Delight, - - 11 13 8 (7 1.6 6, paid R. A. 

by G. Ashman.) 

Delaware, 8 8 (Paid R. A.) 

Pipe-Creek, - - - - 4 11 4 (Paid to R. A.) 
Westminster, - - - - 6 16 (Paid in, to R. A.) 
Baltimore, West, - - - 9 13 (Paid in to R. A.) 
Baltimore, East, - - - 3 11 (Paid in to R. A.) 
Deptford, - - - - -404 (4 2, paid to R. A.) 
£124 

Ordered, That the Secretary write the Committees of 
the several Hundreds, informing them of the above. 

Copy of a Letter wrote to the different Hundreds : 
Gentlemen : The Provincial Convention having recom- 
mended the raising of money for payment of the expenses 
of the Delegates at the Congress, the Committee resolved 
that one hundred and twenty-four Pounds be raised for that 
purpose, and for payment of Expresses, and having pro- 
portioned the same among the different Hundreds, the sum 

to be raised in your Hundred is which, by order 

of the Committee, you are to pay in by the first day of 
June. 

Committee met, May 22, 1775 : Present, Samuel Pur- 
viance, Chairman, and fourteen other Members; Robert 
Alexander, Secretary. 

Ordered, That the following Oaths be taking by the 
Owners, Consignees, or Supercargoes of all Vessels, and 
by the Masters and Officers of the same, that shall load in 
Patapsco- River : 

" You A. B., owner, supercargo, or consignee of the ship 

or vessel called the ..... . whereof is 

master, do make oath that you will not order or direct, nor 
order any person for you to direct, the cargo now laden, or 
intended to be laden on board the said vessel, or any part 
thereof, to be unladed, landed, or delivered, from on board 
the said vessel, within the Province of Georgia, East or 
West-Florida, Quebeck, Nova-Scotia, St. John's, Cape- 
Breton, Newfoundland, or at any part of the fishing coasts, 
or fishing islands, or at the town, or in the harbour, of 
Boston, or to any vessel, or vessels, in either of the said 
islands, Provinces, coasts, or town, or harbour, of Bos- 
ton. And further, that you do not know that the said ves- 
sel or cargo is intended or directed by any order from the 
owner, or owners thereof, to proceed to any or either of the 
said Provinces, coasts, islands, or town of Boston ; and 
that if the master of such vessel should land or unlade the 
said cargo, or any part thereof, at any of the places before 
excepted, contrary to the tenour of this oath, that you will, 
in such case, give information thereof to this Committee. 

" You master and officers of the ship or vessel 

called do make oath that you will not land, 



unlade, or deliver from on board the ship or vessel of which 

you are any part of the cargo now laden on 

board the vessel, either in the Province of Georgia, East 
or West-Florida, Quebeck, Nova- Scotia, St. John's, Cape- 
Breton, Newfoundland, or at any part of the fishing coasts 
or fishing islands, or at the town, or in the harbour, of 
Boston, or to any vessel, or vessels, in either of the said 
Provinces, islands, coasts, or town, or harbour of Boston. 

Upon Application made from the Counties of Orange. 
and Culpepper, in Virginia, 

Ordered, That the quantity of five hundred pounds of 
Powder be supplied them. 

Ordered, That the quantity of four hundred pounds of 
Powder, furnished by David Hoops, be delivered Mr. 
William Neill. 

Ordered, That three hundred pounds of Powder, pur- 
chased by William. Lux, be delivered him. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Courtenay, Calhoun, Boyd, 
Stewart, Neill, and Samuel Purviance, be a Committee to 
take the Depositions of all Masters of Vessels, and their 
Officers, and of the Owners, Consignees, or Supercargoes 
of Vessels, concerning the destination of all such Vessels; 
and that any three of said Committee be authorized to act. 

Committee met, Monday, May 29, 1775: Present, Sa- 
muel Purviance, Chairman, and eighteen Members ; Robert 
Alexander, Secretary. 

John Thompson, master of the Sloop Kitty, from New- 
Providence, appeared, and reported his cargo, and took 
the Oath. 

James Tibbet, master of the Brig Rachel, from Jamaica ; 
Joseph Towney, master of the Schooner Hannah, from 
South- Carolina; Abraham Treasethen, master of the 
Schooner Greyhound, from Piscataqua, N. E- ; severally 
appeared, reported their cargoes, and took the Oalh. 

Ordered, That William Buchanan, John Boyd, Samuel 
Purviance, and James Calhoun, be a Committee to prepare 
FState of all Moneys subscribed and paid in to this Com- 
mittee on any account, and of the Expenditure of the same ; 
and of all Expenses incurred by the Committee ; and, also, 
an Account of all Moneys and Donations transmitted to 
this Committee for the Poor of Boston, and In what man- 
ner the same have been remitted; and that they lay such 
State, together with the Vouchers, before this Committee, 
that the same, when approved of and settled, may be en- 
tered in the Records of the Committee. 

Ordered, That all Masters of Vessels arriving in Pa- 
tapsco-River, do appear before the Committee at their 
Room, on the Monday next after their arrival, between the 
hours of ten and twelve, A. M., at which time and place 
the Committee will attend. It is expected that the 
Owners and Consignees of Vessels will, in future, be more 
punctual in directing the attendance of the Masters, or they, 
with the Masters, will be reported to the publick as delin- 
quents. 

Ordered, That the above be printed in Dunlap's and 
Goddard's Papers. 

At a meeting of the Committee, on Monday, the 5th 
June, 1775: Present, Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and 
nineteen Members. 

John Ghiselin, of Patapsco, Upper Hundred, made in- 
formation to the Committee, that being in company with 
Mr. John Welsh and Robert Gilchrist, on the 21st of 
April last, and speaking of the present publick measures, 
the said John Welsh declared, " that he approved of the 
measures of the Congress and Committee, except muster- 
ing," which he then said was open rebellion. 

John Geoghagan made information, that being in com- 
pany with John Welsh and Samuel Oliver, the said Welsh 
informed Oliver, " that John Geoghagan had mustered, 
and that he had better take care of himself." 

On application of Captain Clopper, leave is given for 
the purchase of half a barrel of Povyder, which is to be 
made up into Cartridges, and kept for any emergency. 

At a meeting of the Committee, on Monday, June 12, 
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1775 : Present, Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and thirty- 
three Members. 

Watson Crosby, of the Schooner Polly, from Jamaica, 
reported his cargo, and took the Oath. 

Complaint by Thomas Rutter, against John McKim, of 
an overcharge in the price of twenty-four ells of Brown 
Roll. 

On examination, it appeared that Mr. McKim had pur- 
chased said Brown Roll, with other goods, in Philadelphia, 
and paid thirteen shillings per ell, ready money, for the 
same. 

N. B. The further proceeding in this business inter- 
rupted by the following accusation : 

Captain D. Lawrence informed the Committee, that on 
or about the 5th instant, being at the house of Mr. Brit. 
Dickinson, and in conversation with Mr. Richard Button, 
who had a vessel launched that day, and talking about 
gome of the Captains of vessels having lowered their co- 
lours on the Saturday before, when said vessel of Mr. But- 
ton was first attempted to be launched, said Button ex- 
pressed himself with great passion about the affront given 
him. On which said Lawrence told him, the reason of 
their lowering their colours, was because they looked on 
him to be a Tory. Said Button replied, " They do call me 
a Tory, and so I am, and think the Ministry have a right 
to tax America, as we are descended from England." 

Captain John Bruce, who was also present at the said 
conversation, confirmed the same ; and further said, that he 
heard said Button say, the Americans were wrong in op- 
posing the taxes ; and speaking on the subject of news, he 
said that he believed none of the accounts published in the 
papers, except General Gage's. 

In consequence of the above information, Captain But- 
ton was summoned to attend, which he accordingly did, 
and made his defence. 

After debating thereon, Captain Button requested the 
decision of the Committee might be postponed until their 
next meeting ; which was accordingly suspended. 

At a meeting of the Committee, June 19, 1775: Pre- 
sent, Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and fifty Members. 

Mr. Richard Button appeared, in consequence of the 
order of the last meeting, and delivered in two publica- 
tions by him addressed to the publick. 

And the Chairman informing the Committee that Mr. 
Button had subscribed and paid in seven Pounds ten Shil- 
lings for the Poor of Boston, and five Pounds for Arms and 
Ammunition, the Committee were unanimously of opinion 
that the same is satisfactory, and Mr. Button is, by the 
Committee, restored to the publick favour. 

The Committee, to remove any impressions which may 
be taken up by the publick that would imply Mr. Buttons 
resignation of the Magistracy to be in consequence of a 
requisition for that purpose by the Committee, do. declare 
the said resignation was not required of him by them. 

Post Meridiem. — Mr. Charles Ridgely, Son of John, 
complained that Mr. James Christie had asked a. price for 
Osnaburghs above the advance limited by the Provincial 
Convention, and mentioned Mr. Christopher Johnston as a 
witness. 

Notice of the above was made out and sent to Mr. Chris- 
tie, who being absent, 

Ordered, That the same be referred to Monday next, 
at which time the same is to be heard, together with the 
charge against John Welsh. 

Mr. Chnstie attended, and requested a hearing of the 
charge against him, alleging that he was present in the 
Committee in the forenoon, and had notice of the charge 
been then given him, he should immediately have attended; 
that he came on the first notice, and that having business 
which would oblige him to be absent on Monday next, he 
could not possibly attend that day. 

But the Committee declined a hearing at this time as 
many of the Members were retired. 

Information being made to the Committee that Mr. Re- 
zin Hammond had, at a meeting of the Inhabitants of De- 
laware Hundred, for the purpose of forming themselves into 
Companies and learning the Military Exercise, used his 



influence and dissuaded the people from the measure as a 
violation of their allegiance, 

Ordered, That notice be given Mr. Hammond to attend 
on Monday next. 

Copy of the notice to Mr. Welsh and Mr. Hammond 
was made out and delivered Mr. John Howard; and, also, 
notice to Mr. Samuel Shipley, requiring his attendance as 
an evidence. 

The following are copies of Captain Button's Publica- 
tions, and referred to in the Proceedings of this day. 

To the Publick. 

It is to you I now address myself, and as there is no man, 
but at times is liable to errors and mistakes, I humbly hope 
what I now offer to the publick will be accepted as a suffi- 
cient atonement for my past conduct. I am truly sorry 
that what I have said at different times respecting the pub- 
lick measures now carrying on has given so much offence, 
and beg pardon for it. I own (with regret) that I did not 
properly consider the bad tendency it might have, and ac- 
knowledge I have been very justly censured ; I now assure 
you that I see the Parliamentary measures in a different 
light from what I have formerly done, and I trust my fu- 
ture conduct will convince you that I shall be a steady 
friend to the utmost of my abilities, and will cheerfully and 
readily contribute and join every measure that may be 
adopted for the publick welfare. 

I remain your most obedient, humble servant, 

Richard Button. 

Baltimore, June 15, 1775. 

To the Publick. 

Being sensible of my political errors, induced me to ad- 
dress my fellow-citizens a few days ago, with a declaration of 
my sincere sorrow, that my past conduct and unguarded ex- 
pressions had given them such offence. Am very desirous 
to give them every reasonable assurance of my political 
principles, and hereby further declare, that I do most hear- 
tily and sincerely approve of the measures hitherto pur- 
sued, and now pursuing, by the publick, to oppose the 
claims of the British Parliament. I also acknowledge that 
I am now sincerely sorry for having lately accepted a com- 
mission to act as a Magistrate in this town ; I solemnly 
engage that I will not act any longer in that capacity, nor 
in any other respect that may give offence to my country- 
men. 1 flatter myself that this declaration, with a corre- 
spondent conduct, will entitle me to the same candour and 
humanity from the publick, which I have already expe- 
rienced from the gentlemen of the Committee. 

I remain your most obedient, humble servant, 

Richard Button. 
Baltimore, June 17, 1775. 

True Entries of the Proceedings of the Committee, from 
the 19th day of May, to the 19th day of June, inclusive. 
Test : Robert Alexander. 

At a meeting of the Committee, June 26, 1775 : Pre- 
sent, Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and forty-two Mem- 
bers ; William Lux, Secretary. 

The Inhabitants of Baltimore Town having found it 
absolutely necessary to establish a nightly Watch in the said 
Town, for the preservation of their property from robbery 
or fire, as well as to prevent any hostile attempts in this 
time of publick confusion, and having had several meetings 
to digest a proper plan for the purpose, they unanimously 
agreed to recommend the same to the Committee for their 
approbation and superintendence; which being done, the 
Committee highly approved of the measure; and a sub- 
scription being signed by every inhabitant, wherein he 
obliges himself to conform to the regulations adopted, and 
to attend personally, or provide a sufficient man in his room, 
which said man, so provided, to be a subscriber, or to pay 
seven Shillings and six Pence, the Committee received the 
said subscription, and divided the subscribers into six Com- 
panies for the Town, and one for the Point, and then di- 
rected a general meeting of the subscribers to elect a Cap- 
tain for each Company, which being done, the following 
gentlemen were returned, viz : 

James Calhoun, First ; George Woolsey, Second ; Ben- 
jamin Griffith, Third ; Barnet Eichelberger, Fourth ; 
George Lindenberger, Fifth ; William Goodwin, Sixth, 
for Baltimore Town, and Isaac Vanbibber, for the Point j 
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but his district being thought rather too extensive, the 
Committee thought it necessary to appoint Jesse Hollings- 
wortk and George Patten to assist him in the arrange- 
ment of the Watch. 

The Committee then determined that the said Watch 
shall consist of sixteen persons, under the direction of a 
Captain, to be appointed for the night, and that they pa- 
trol the streets from ten o'clock at night until day-light the 
next morning, and that the Companies take it in rotation. 

The Committee being applied to by Melchior Keener, 
with a Letter from the Committee of Marblehead, setting 
forth that they were in great want of Flour, and requesting 
liberty to load Captain Nathaniel Cook, of the Schooner 
Elizabeth, for that port, were of opinion that they ought 
to be relieved ; and leave was accordingly given. 

Messrs. Rezin Hammond and John Welsh, having been 
summoned to attend the Committee this day, to answer a 
complaint exhibited against them for dissuading the people 
from mustering, applied by letter, and excused themselves 
from personal attendance on account of the state of their 
health, at the same time declaring they were now ready to 
join their countrymen for the preservation of their liberties ; 
and had sent eight Pounds eight Shillings, being the sub- 
scription for Delaware Hundred. But the said Letter not 
being deemed sufficient, they are directed to attend on 
Monday, the 17th July, and notice was accordingly sent 
them. 

A Letter from Mr. James Christie, directed to the Com- 
mittee, and requesting that the complaint exhibited against 
him might be immediately inquired into, as he was obliged 
to go out of Town, was laid before them and considered ; 
but as the evidences had departed, it was deferred to Mon- 
day, the 17th July, at which time he had notice to attend ; 
and H. D. Gough, Esq., was also desired to attend as an 
evidence against him. 

Messrs. John Howard and Thomas Cradoclc, applied 
for two hundred pounds Gunpowder for Soldiers' Delight 
Hundred; and an order was given on Mr. Andrew Bu- 
chanan for the same, who is to receive thirty Pounds in 
payment therefor. 

At a meeting of the Committee, July 3, 1775: Present, 
Mr. Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and thirty Members; 
Williatn Lux, Secretary. 

Captain John Parker, of the Ship Aston Hall, from 
London; Captain Nicholas Fortune, of the Snow Catha- 
rine, from Youghall; and Captain Richard Curtis, of the 
Brig Curtis, from Waterford, severally appeared, reported 
their vessels, and took the Oath, 

A Letter from the Committee of Observation for Kent 
County, to the Chairman of this Committee, complaining 
of Mr. James Christie for selling Osnaburghs above the 
advance directed by the Provincial Convention, was laid 
before the Committee, but Mr. Christie being absent from 
Town, the consideration thereof was deferred to the 17th 
instant, when he is to attend on complaints of a similar na- 
ture. 

A Letter from Henry Lloyd, Agent for the Contractors 
for supplying the Troops at Boston, to Doctor John Ste- 
venson, being fallen into the hands of the Committee, was 
read, and is as follows : 

"Boston, May 17, 1775. 

" Sir : The stoppage of provisions from the Southern 
Governments for the use of His Majesty's troops, makes 
it necessary to endeavour to get a supply by concealing 
from the publick eye the destination of provisions shipped 
for that purpose. I shall, therefore, propose, for your con- 
sideration, the following method of doing it. Cannot a ves- 
sel be freighted with flour for the West-Indies, commanded 
by a person you can confide in, who will execute your or- 
ders to him to come into this port and deliver his cargo 
here, instead of going to the West-Indies. You may take 
up a vessel as large as two hundred tons, and give her a 
full freight. I should send you bills on the Contractors to 
execute this plan, or advise you to draw on them for the 
amount of what you may ship to me in this way, but the 
negotiation of such bills might discover your plan and de- 
feat it, so that I should be glad you would advise me of 
some friend of yours, and when I am made acquainted with 



his name, and the sum you shall draw for, will send to him 
from hence, my bills on the Contractors for the amount 
you advise me of. You will please, likewise, to give the 
Contractors timely notice, that they may insure their inte- 
rest if they think proper, and inform me of the name of the 
vessel and master you engage, that I may lodge a permit 
at the Light-house in this harbour, for admission to come 
up to the town and discharge her cargo here. Pray let 
the flour you purchase be such as will keep over the sum- 
mer, and let the casks be good, well hooped, and the heads 
well secured with lining hoops. 

" You will be careful to write me by a safe conveyance, 
that your letter may not fall into the hands of the Provin- 
cials. 

" I am, sir, your most humble servant, 

" Henry Lloyd. 
" To Doctor John Stevenson." 

The Committee sent for Doctor Stevenson, and having 
shown him the Letter, he made the following declaration : 

" I believe the within Letter to be Mr. Henry Lloyd's 
writing, and I declare that I have never received any copy 
of it, nor any other Letter to that purport; and I further 
declare, that if the Letter had come to my hands, I would 
not have executed the order, nor will I execute any order 
of the kind from any person whatever, contrary to the Re- 
solves of the Continental Congress, or Provincial Conven- 

" John Stevenson." 

On motion, Resolved, That Henry Lloyd, of Boston, 
has knowingly and wilfully violated the Association of the 
American Congress, by endeavouring to supply the ene- 
mies of this country with Provisions; and that, agreeable 
to the Resolutions of the said Congress, it is the duty of 
us, and all our constituents, from henceforth, not to have 
any commercial intercourse with him ; and it is recom- 
mended that an inviolable regard be paid to this Resolu- 
tion. 

The Committee having received information that the 
Ship Johnson, from Liverpool, with a cargo of Salt and 
Dry-Goods, arrived a few days ago in Wye-River, and 
that several other ships, with similar cargoes, may daily be 
expected from Liverpool in this Bay, 

It is, therefore, unanimously Resolved, That if any Pilot, 
Craftsman, or others, shall be found assisting in the con- 
veyance or introduction of any goods or merchandise, con- 
trary to the direction of the Congress, or in receiving on 
shore, or unloading from any vessel, any goods which may 
have been ordered out of the Port, such persons shall be 
deemed enemies to the liberties of America, and will be 
held forth to the resentment of the publick; and if any 
person privy to such measures will disclose them, they 
shall receive the thanks of the Committee as real friends 
to their country. 

The Committee directed the aforegoing Resolution to 
be published in Handbills, and that one of said Hand- 
bills be delivered to the several Pilots attending this Port. 

Messrs. Isaac Vanbibber, Isaac Grist, Samuel Davy, 
Thomas Elliot, George Woolsey, Benjamin Levy, David 
Stewart, and William Neill, or any two or more of them, 
are appointed a Committee to apply to every Vessel ar- 
riving within this Port, and to secure any Gunpowder they 
may have on board. 

Mr. John McLure having applied for payment of a par- 
cel of Gunpowder furnished the Committee, and there not 
being a sufficient sum yet paid in : 

Ordered, That a sum sufficient to pay him be taken out 
of the Arms and Ammunition Fund ; and that the same be 
replaced out of the Money raised for that purpose, when 
paid in by the County Committee. 



At a meeting of the Committee, July 10, 1775: Pre- 
sent, Mr. William Smith, in the Chair, and nineteen Mem- 
bers. 

The following Masters of Vessels appeared, reported, 
and took the Oath, viz : 

James Thomas, of the Ship Isabella, from Bristol ; Ro- 
bert Callow, of the Brig Escape, from Milford; Joseph 
Richardson, of the Ship Camden, from London; Nicholas 
Hoivard, of the Sloop Delight, from St. Croix. 
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The following Masters appeared, and reported their in- 
tended voyages, took the necessary oaths, and subscribed, 
viz: 

John Lovett, of the Schooner Swallow, for the West- 
Indies; Nathaniel Cook, of the Schooner Elizabeth, for 
Antigua. 

On motion, Resolved, That, for the future, every Mas- 
ter of a Vessel reporting his cargo before the Committee, 
shall, also, at the same time declare, on oath, the quantity 
of Gunpowder he hath on board, or hath imported this pre- 
sent voyage. 

Mekhior Keener and David Stewart, shippers of mer- 
chandise on board the Schooner Swallow, Captain Cook, 
master, took and subscribed the necessary Oaths. 

William Lux, Secretary. 

At a special meeting of the Committee, at the Court- 
House, July 11, 1775: Present, Mr. William Smith, Pre- 
sident, and nineteen Members, William Lux, Secretary. 

Information having been made to the Committee that 
the Ship Totness was arrived from Liverpool, below An- 
napolis, having on board Salt, Mr. Thomas Place, one of 
the consignees, attended the Committee, and declared that 
he and his partner, Mr. Ashburner, had received letters 
from Mr. Gildart, advising them that he intended des- 
patching the Totness to them in twelve days from the time 
he wrote, ballasted with Salt, and that they daily expected 
her to arrive, when he intended laying her Papers before 
this Committee ; and he further said, that he had been, in- 
formed the said Ship was arrived, and aground on the 
Two-Sisters, but that he had not much confidence in the 
report. 

Further information being made, that some of Mr. Gil- 
dart's friends had sent a boat down to meet the Totness, 
the Committee thought proper to send for Mr. Johnson 
Gildart, who attended, and declared that he had given a 
Pilot, who was going down with the Johnson, a letter to 
deliver Captain Warring, in case he met him, instructing 
him to proceed immediately to Halifax, and not to attempt 
coming up here. 

Being again informed that the Boat which carried the 
letter was returned, the Committee sent two of their Mem- 
bers to inquire for the Skipper and bring him before them, 

which was accordingly done ; and immediately 

attended, and declared he had been sent down by Mr. John- 
son Gildart with letters to the Ship Johnson, and that, at 
the same time, he had given the letter above-mentioned 
for Captain Warring, of the Totness, in case he should 
meet her; and that, on his return back from the Ship 
Johnson, he saw a ship on ground on the Three-Sisters, 
which he made for, and found her to be the Totness, 
and delivered the Captain his letters, who replied that he 
must come or send to Baltimore for further orders. 

On this information, Mr. Johnson Gildart was sent for, 
who attended, and engaged that the ship should come to 
Baltimore, and wait the determination of the Committee ; 
and accordingly gave orders in writing to the Captain for 
that purpose. 

At a special meeting of the Committee, July 12, 1775: 
Present, William Smith, Chairman, and twenty-two Mem- 
bers; William Lux, Secretary. 

Captain Edward Weeks, of the Snow Potomack, having 
arrived from Dublin and Madeira, reported his vessel, on 
oath, having on board twenty-eight pipes, five hogsheads, 
and seven quarter-casks Wine, shipped at Madeira for 
Dublin, without being intended to land them in America. 
And Mr. David Stewart, consignee of the vessel, entering 
into an engagement to the same purpose, 

Resolved, That the said Vessel be permitted to load her 
cargo. 

Captain John Martin, of the Brig Friendship, from 
Bermuda, reported his vessel in ballast. 

At a special meeting of the Committee, at the Court- 
House, on Thursday, July 13, at four o'clock, P. M. : 

Present : William Smith, in tho Chair, William Spear, John Crockett, 
Thomas Elliot, David McLennan, George Woolsey, Samuel Smith, 
Cornelius Clopper, George Lindenbcrger, Mark Alexander, Samuel 



Dayy, Abram Vanbibber, Robert Buchanan, James Slerrett, Benjamin 
Griffith, John Sterrett, William Goodwin, Andrew Buchanan, Wil- 
liam Buchanan, Benjamin Levy, Isaac Vanbibber, James Calhoun, 
Mordocai Gist, Thomas Harrison, Thomas Jones, Barnet Erchelber. 
ger, David Stewart, John McLure, John Boyd. 

A Letter from James Christie, Jun., Merchant, of this 
Town, directed to Lieutenant-Colonel Gabriel Christie, of 
His Majesty's Sixtieth Regiment, at Antigua, having been 
intercepted, was laid before the Committee, and ordered to 
be read, which was accordingly done, and the following 
paragraphs are part of its contents : 

" Baltimore, February 22, 1775. 

" We are in such terrible confusion here, wjtb our poli- 
ticks, there is no depending on any thing, and that, added 
to other things, makes me wish myself out of the t Province. 

" We are little behind the Ncw-Englanders, mustering, 
purchasing arms, ammunition, &.c. We have some vio- 
lent, fanatical spirits among us, who do every thing in their 
power to run tilings to the utmost extremity, and they are 
gone so far that we moderate people are under a necessity 
of uniting for our own defence, after being threatened with 
expulsion, loss of life, &c, for not acceding to what we 
deem treason and rebellion. 

" The Provost and family are very well. Our publick 
affairs vex him, and he wishes himself away, but I know 
not when, or if ever that will happen. 

'' A part of yours, or any other Regiment, I believe 
would keep us very quiet." 

The Committee then summoned Mr. Christie to attend 
them, but being confined to his bed, he was unable to do 
it. They then sent Messrs. James Calhoun, William Bu- 
chanan, Thomas Harrison, Thomas Jones, William Good- 
win, and Isaac Vanbibber, to wait on him at his house, 
and to inquire whether the said Letter was wrote by him. 

The gentlemen returned, and report that Mr. Christie 
had been shown the Letter, and acknowledged that it was 
wrote by him, but requested that any further proceedings 
thereon might be postponed until his health would permit 
his personal attendance. 

The Committee not thinking it proper to comply with 
his request, as Mr. Christie had confessed he wrote the 
Letter, immediately gave him notice thereof, upon which 
Mr. Robert Christie attended on bis behalf, but it grow- 
ing late, and many of the Members being withdrawn, the 
Committee directed a Guard of nine men, under the com- 
mand of an Officer, to be placed round Mr. Christie , $ 
house. 

And then adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock. 

The Committee met according to adjournment, Friday, 

July 14, 1775 : 

Present: William Smith, Chairman, Thomas Harrison, John Kennedy, 
Hercules Courtenay, William Spear, Benjamin Griffith, Benjamin 
Nicholson, Thomas Elliot, Barnet Eichelberger, William Goodwin, 
William Neill, Benjamin Levy, John McLure, John Merryman, Wil- 
liam Buehanvin, Andrew Buchanan, Samnel Davy, John Moale, Da- 
vid McLennan, Mark Alexander, M. Merryman James Croxall, 
Cornelius Clopper, John McLennan, James Cox, James Sterrett, 
John Sterrett, Isaac Grist, Abram Vanbibber, George Woolsey, Da- 
vid Stewart, John Boyd, Thomas Jones. 

They resumed the business of yesterday, 

Mr. Robert Christie, Jun., attended, and declared that 
Mr. James Christie was. very sorry for the Letter he had 
wrote Lieutenant-Colonel Christie; that he did not mean 
any harm \>y it, and that he was very willing to acquiesce 
in the determination of the Committee. 

On motion, Resolved, That Doctor John Boyd, and Mr. 
John McLure, (Members of this Committee,) do wait on 
Mr. Christie, and inquire'of him who those moderate peo- 
ple were that united for their defence, as mentioned in his 
Letter, and that they take his answer in writing. 

The gentlemen returned, and report, that Mr. Christie 
declared, there never was any association between him and 
his friends for the purpose alluded to, or for any other pur- 
pose ; and all that he remembers to have passed on the 
occasion was, that some time last winter he was informed 
that he, with some of his friends, were to be made a pub- 
lick example of, for not uniting with the town in the pre- 
sent opposition, and this being spoken of accidentally among 
two or three of his friends, it was proposed, whether an 
association for mutual defence would be advisable, but no 
determination being then made, and they soon after being 



1723 



BALTIMORE COUNTY COMMITTEE, JULY, 1775. 



1724 



convinced that no threats worth notice had been thrown 
out against them, the matter dropped, and was never after- 
wards thought of or attempted, and that it was at this time 
of doubt and apprehension that he had wrote the Letter in 
question, which accounts for that part of it alluded to in 
this inquiry. 

The Committee proceeded to take Mr. Christie's con- 
duct, with respect to the said Letter, into further and de- 
liberate consideration, and were unanimously of opinion, 
that by representing in said Letter the people of this town 
to be concerned in treasonable and rebellious practices, and 
that a number of soldiers would keep them quiet, he has 
manifested a spirit and principle altogether inimical to the 
rights, privileges, and liberties of America. They do, 
therefore, think it their duty to advertise the said James 
Christie, Jun., as an enemy to this country, and all per- 
sons are desired to break off all connection and intercourse 
with him. 

The Committee do further Resolve, That as the crime 
of which the said James Christie is guilty, is of so danger- 
ous and atrocious a nature, they will lay the same before 
their Delegates at the Continental Congress for their ad- 
vice ; and, in the mean time, 

It is Ordered, That, as Mr. Christie is confined to his 
bed, and cannot be removed with safety to a place of secu- 
rity, the same Guard be continued at his house to prevent 
any escape, attempted either by himself or the assistance 
of his friends; and that Mr. Christie pay each man five 
Shillings for each twenty-four hours, and the Officer seven 
Shillings and six Pence. 

A report having been circulated that a number of Arms 
and a quantity of Ammunition were secretly lodged in the 
house of Mr. James Christie, and the same being mentioned 
to the Committee, they directed two of their Members, 
Captain Clopper and Mr. James Cox, to go immediately 
and search Mr. Christie's house ; which they accordingly 
did, and reported that they had examined the house at- 
tentively in every part, attended by Mr. Robert Christie, 
Jun., and that they only found two Guns and a pair of 
Pistols, and no Ammunition, and were convinced no others 
were in the house. 

Resolved, That these Proceedings be published in the 
Maryland Papers. 

And, on motion, Ordered, That the Proceedings of 
the Committee of Talbot County, respecting the Ship 
Johnson, and declaring James Gildart an enemy to the 
liberties of America, be republished in the Baltimore Pa- 
pers. ' 

At a meeting of the Committee, July 17, 1775: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, in tlie Chair, William Spear, John Mer- 
ryman; Edward Talbot, William Smith, Richard Lemmon, Isaac 
Vanbibber, Thomas Johnston, Abram Vanbibber, William Goodwin, 
Edward Norwood, Job Garretson, Thomas Harrison, John McClen-- 
nan, Daniel Bowley, William Buchanan, John Boyd, Moses Gallo- 
way, John Kennedy, John Moale, Thomas Elliot, Benjamin Griffith, 
Daniel Hughes, Mordecai Gist, Benjamin Levy, James Cox, John 
Mercer, William Neill, David Stewart, Captain Henderson, Charles 
Wiesenthall, George Woolsey, George Lindenberger, Mnybeny 
Helms, Barnel Eicholberger, John Cockey, John Cradock, Thomas 
Jones, Gerrard Hopkins, William Lyon, B. Dickinson, John Smith, 
James Calhoun, Thomas Sollers, Jos. Hall, Thomas Rutter, Richard 
Cromwell, Ab. Britton, Andrew Buchanan, George Matthews, John 
Deaver, William Lux, Secrotary. 

Mr. John Welsh appeared before the Committee, and 
answered the charge exhibited against him by the follow- 
ing Declaration : 

" Whereas, an information has been lodged against me 
in the Committee of Baltimore County, that I declared 
those who mustered were guilty of rebellion ; in order to 
remove any ill impressions against me, I now declare that 
I approve of the measures recommended by the Continen- 
tal Congress and Provincial Convention, arid am willing 
to join my countrymen in the common cause, and to risk 
my life and fortune in defence of the liberties of America; 
and that I will recommend it to my neighbours to muster 
and learn the use of arms, as necessary to defend our- 
selves from all invaders of our liberties and properties. 

" In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand 

this 17th July, 1775. ,. t w „ 

•" "John Welsh." 

Mr. Thomas Place appeared before the Committee, and 
produced an invoice of a cargo, consisting of Salt and 
Earthen-Ware, shipped by James Gildart, on board the 



Totness, Captain Warring, amounting to two hundred and 
twenty Pounds eighteen Shillings and four and a half 
Pence sterling. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Proceedings in the Ma- 
ryland Gazette of the 13th July, respecting the Ship John- 
son, and declaring James Gildart, of Liverpool, an enemy 
to the liberties' of America, be republished in the two Bal- 
timore Newspapers. 

And a question arising how far breaking off all commer- 
cial intercourse with James Gildart should effect any con- 
nections with Johnson Gildart, or Ashburner fy Place, or 
whether they ought to be included therein as partners with 
him, after some debates thereon, it was agreed to be refer- 
red to a future meeting. 

At a special meeting of the Committee, on Tuesday, 
July 18,1775: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Buchanan, Isaac 
Grist, Mark Alexander, Jeremiah T. Chase, Hercules Courtenay, 
James Calhoun, John Sterrett, John Smith, William Spear, William 
Lux, Secretary. 

An application was made by Mr. John Fox, from Vir- 
ginia, to supply a parcel of Gunpowder for the use of the 
Inhabitants at York, whom he represented to be in great 
distress, as expecting an attack from five Men-of-War, then 
drawn up in line of battle before the Town ; and he pro- 
duced a Letter from Robert Carter Nicholas, Esq., to him, 
desiring him to engage as far as one thousand Pounds ster- 
ling, and one thousand Pounds Virginia currency, for 
Gunpowder and Arms; but the small quantity in our Ma- 
gazine being very insufficient to supply our own immediate 
wants, the Committee were of opinion they had it not in 
their power to comply. 

At a special meeting of the Committee, July 21, 1775: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, John Moale, Thomas Todd, 
John Boyd, Daniel Hughes, William Buchanan, Thomas Jones, 
George Woolsey, William Goodwin, William Spear, John Smith, 
William Smith, David Stewart, James Cox, John McClennan, Ar. 
chibald Buchanan, C. Clopper, Benjamin Griffith, James Calhoun, 
James Sterrett, William Lux, Secretary. 

The following Letters were laid before the Committee : 

" Philadelphia, July 18, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: We this morning laid your proceedings 
on Mr. Christie's letter, before the Congress. That body 
has thought proper to refer it to our Provincial Convention. 
We are sorry that any inhabitant of our Province should 
have entertained sentiments so inimical to our common 
liberties as those contained in Mr. Christie's letter, and, 
wjth you, are of opinion, that for such conduct it is proper 
and necessary there should be an adequate punishment. 

" We are, gentlemen, with respect and regard, your most 

obedient servants, ,, m T r 

" 1 homas Johnson, Jun., 

" William Paca, 

" Samuel Chase. 

" To the Committee of Baltimore Town." 

"July 21, 1775. 
"Sir: lam now a little better, and the Doctor is of 
opinion that fresh air and moderate exercise would contri- 
bute much to restoring my health. I have to entreat of 
you to represent this to the Committee, and to request of 
them, for me, that if they think proper, I may have my 
liberty for the above purpose, on my giving such security 
as the Committee may require for my appearance before 
them when required. Your favour in this wilj oblige, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 

"James Christie, Jun. 

" To Mr. Samuel Purviance, Chairman of the Committee 
for Baltimore." 

On considering the premises, the Committee refer the 
determination to a fuller Committee on Monday next, and, 
in the mean time, that Mr. Christie may be permitted to 
ride out attended by his Guard. 

Mr. David Stewart, applied for liberty to remove part 
of the Tea, lodged with the Committee in December last, 
from on board the Snow Potomack, alleging as a reason 
therefor, that it was not safe from cruizers; which was 
granted, and the two gentlemen of the Committee who 
have it now in possession, are directed to deliver it, takinc 
an account of the packages, with a receipt for the same ; 
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and Mr. Stewart stands accountable for delivering a certi- 
ficate from the Committee of such District as it may be 
lodged with for security. 

A Letter from Mr. George Dent, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee at Potomack, relative to the due importation of some 
parcels of Goods sent there by Mr. Johnson Gildart, was 
directed to be answered by the Chairman. 

At a meeting of the Committee, on Monday, July 24, 
1775: 

PrpBent : William Smith, in the Chair, Archibald Buchanan, William 
Buchanan, Andrew Buchanan, Robert Alexander, David McClen- 
nan, George Lindenberger, Cornelius Clopper, B. Dickenson, John 
McClennan, Richard Lemmon, Mayberry Helms, Mark Alexander, 
Ab. Britton, James Calhoun, Benjamin Griffith, John Moale, John 
R. Holliday, Samuel Owings, John Merryman, Thomas Harrison, 
Benjamin Levy, William Richardson, William Lux, Secretary. 

The Committee resumed the. consideration of the mo- 
tion relative to Ashburner &f Place and Johnson Gildart, 
but thought it best to refer it further to Monday, the 31st, 
and then adjourned to the afternoon. 

The Committee met according to adjournment : 

Present : Samuel Purviance, in the Chair, the same Members attended, 
as, also, Captain Charles Ridgely, David Stewart, John Smith, John 
Deaver, Charles Ridgely, Jun., Joshua Hall, William Neil', Edward 
Norwood, Hercules Courtenay, Andrew S. Etinalls, George Wool- 
Bey, William Worthington, Nicholas Norwood, Daniel Hughes, Wil- 
liam Goodwin, John Boyd, Jeremiah T. Chase, John Cromwell. 

Captain Warring, of the Ship Totness, appeared, and 
desired liberty to land five Convicts, imported in the said 
Ship, and consigned to Ashburner &f Place; but the Com- 
mittee declined to give any opinion on the matter, as the 
proceedings against James Gildart, who is the owner, are 
already published. 

Mr. Robert Christie appeared in behalf of Mr. James 
Christie, and requested that the Guard attending on Mr. 
James Christie might be dismissed on security being given, 
to the satisfaction of the Committee, for his appearance be- 
fore the Committee or Provincial Convention, when there- 
unto required, and that he would not depart the Province 
without their permission. 

Which being debated, it was resolved to accept five 
Securities, by a majority of twenty-one to fourteen ; and, 
accordingly, the following Security was entered into and 
signed, viz: 

. '■ I do solemnly hereby engage not to depart this Pro- 
vince without the permission and consent of the Committee 
of Observation for Baltimore County, or the Provincial 
Convention, first had and obtained. As witness my hand, 
this 24th day of July, 1775. „ James Chbistie> JtJN< 

" Witness : " Robert Alexander, 

" Archibald Buchanan." 

" We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do hereby 
undertake and solemnly engage that James Christie, of 
Baltimore Town, shall not depart this Province without 
the permission and consent of the Committee of Observa- 
tion for Baltimore County, or the Provincial Convention, 
first had and obtained, but shall stay and abide the deter- 
mination and sentence that shall or may be pronounced 
against him by the next Provincial Convention, for the 
heinous offence committed by him against the community; 
and in case the said James Christie shall depart this Pro- 
vince without such leave, we, and each of us, do hereby 
voluntarily agree to submit to the same punishment that 
would have been inflicted on the said James Christie if he 
had not departed. As. witness our hands, this 24th day of 
July, 1775. t( r obert Christie, Jun., 

" A. Stenhouse, 
" Henry Stevenson, 
" John Craig, 
"James J affray, 
" Ebenezer Mackie. 
"Witness: W. Smith." 

At a meeting of the Committee, July 31, 1775: Pre- 
sent, Mr. Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and fifteen Mem- 
bers. 

The question relating to Messrs. Ashburner fy Place, 
and Mr. Johnson Gildart, was postponed. 



At a meeting of the Committee, August 7, 1775: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Secretary, James 
Sterrett, John Smith, James Calhoun, John Sterrctt, Benjamin Levy, 
Cornelius Clopper, James Cox, Edward Talbot, Abram Vanbibber, 
David McClennan, William Spear, David Stewart, Benjamin Griffith, 
Isaac Grist, John McClennan, Baruet Eichelberger, Thomas Jones. 

The Committee resumed the consideration of the ques- 
tion relating to Messrs. Ashburner &f Place, and Mr. John- 
son Gildart, but there being but few Members present, 
and the question being of very great importance, it was 
thought most advisable to refer it to the determination of 
the Provincial Convention. 



At a meeting of the Committee, on Monday, August 
14, 1775 : 

Present: S.imuel Purviance, Chairman, George Woolsey, Daniel 
Hughes, W. Hallock, George Lindenborger, Benjamin Griffith, Cor- 
nelius Clopper, James Cox, David McClellan, John McClennan, Ben- 
jamin Levy, Richard Lernmon, Isaac Grist, John Boyd. 

Captain Thomas Gerrald, of the Ship Dulany, from 
Havre- de- Grace, reported his cargo, swore, and sub- 
scribed. 

At a meeting of the Committee on Monday, August 21, 
1775 : Present, Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, and 
twenty-four Members. 

Captain James Curry, of the Ship Rose, from London- 
derry, reported his ship, signed, and swore. 

The Maryland Association was laid before the Commit- 
tee, and signed by those present according to their Hun- 
dreds, and the following persons are appointed to carry the 
Association to the people for signing : 
For Baltimore, West : George IAudenberger and James 

Cox. 
For Back-River, Lower : Benjamin Buck and Job Gar- 
re (son. 
For Baltimore Town, East.: Benjamin Griffith. 
For Deptford : Isaac Grist. 
For Back-River, Upper: T. C. Deye, D. Lux, James 

Cockey, Benjamin Nicholson, and /. Phil-pot. 
For Patapsqo, Upper: Zach,. McCubbin, and Charles 

Ridgely, Son of William. 
For Patapsco, Lower: Thomas Sollers apd William 

Wilkinson. 
For Middle-River, Upper : Gist Vaughan, Benjamin 

Rogers, and Nicholas Merryman. 
For Middle- River, Lower: Walter Tolley, Sen., Ab. 

Britton, and Nicholas Britton. 
For Soldiers' Delight : T. Gist, G. Risteau, and J. 

E. Howard. 
For Middlesex: T. Rutter, M. Helm, and Thomas 

Johnson. 
For Delaware : John Welsh and Rezin Hammond. 
For North: Jeremiah Johnson, Stephen Gill, Jun., J. 

-Hall, and Elisha Dorsey. 
For Gunpowder, Upper: Walter Tolley, Jun., James 

Gittings, and Jesse Bussey. 
For Mine-Run: Dixon Stansbury, Jun., John Stevenson, 

and Edmund Stansbury. 
For Westminster : Andrew Buchanan, John Moale, 

William Goodwin, and /. McClellan. 



At a meeting of the Committee of Observation, for Bal- 
timore County, on Monday, August 28, 1775 : 

Present: William Smith, Vice-Chairman, William Buchanan, John 
Smith, Robert Alexander, Dr. John Boyd, William Spear, George 
Woolsey, Dr. William Lyon, James Calhoun, Robert Buchanan, John 
Phjlpot, Hercules Courtenay, T. Jones, William Neill,_Benjamin 
Levy, D. Bowley. 

Resolved, That the following Notice be published in the 
Baltimore Papers. 

" Notice is hereby given, that agreeable to a Resolution 
of the late Provincial Convention, an Election will be held 
at the Court-House in Baltimore Town, on Tuesday, the 
12th day of September next, at which time the Freehold- 
ers, or other Freemen, having a visible estate of forty- 
pounds sterling, or qualified by law to vote for Burgesses, 
are requested to attend, to elect a Committee of Observa- 
tion, to consist of thirty-seven of the most discreet and sen- 
sible of the said Freemen. And on the said day, and the 
next, an election will also be held, to choose by ballot, five 
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of the most discreet and sensible of such Freemen, as afore- 
said, to be Delegates for this County, in any Provincial 
Convention, to be held for this Province, within one year. 
"Signed by order of the Committee: 

"Jeremiah T. Chase, Secretary. 

"And whereas, the late Convention have Resolved, That 
forty Companies of Minute-Men be enrolled in this Pro- 
vince, and have directed that the Committees of each re- 
spective County shall appoint proper persons to inlist men 
for that purpose, the Committee of Baltimore County gives 
notice that they will sit at the Court- House, on Monday, 
the 4th of September next, to empower five persons to en- 
roll five of said Companies, being the proportion appointed 
to be raised in this County. Any persons who are willing 
to undertake this business, may apply to the Committee on 
said day." 

At an extra meeting of the Committee on Wednesday, 
August 30, 1775: 

Present: William Smith, Vice-Chairman, John Moale, John Boyd, 
VV. Neill, Richard Buchanan, J. Philpot, David Stewart, Benjamin 
Lory. 

The commanding officer of the Independent Company 
in Baltimore Town, gave in a list of the Company to the 
Committee, which was transmitted to the Council of Safety, 
agreeable to the direction of the late Convention in such 
cases. 

At a meeting of the Committee, on Monday, September 
4,1775: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, T. C. Deye,John Moale, 
William Buchanan, Robert Alexander, Thomas Harrison, Charles 
Ridgely, D. Lux, Mark Alexander, Thomas Todd, I. Hudson, T. 
Elliot, James Cockey, J. R. Holliday, Clement Brooks, D. Bowley, 
James Cox, James Sterrett, James Calhoun, John Smith, Benjamin 
Levy, William Neill, Hercules Courtenay,J. McClellan, D.Hughes, 
John Boyd, George Lindenberger, R. Lemmon, Benjamin Griffith, 
William Goodwin, J. McLure, Cornelius Clopper, William Spear, 
T. Rutter, Mordecai Gist, John Deaver, David Stewart. 

Captain jR. Wallace, of the Brig Mary, from Bristol; 
Captain George Buchanan, of the Ship Eleanor, from 
London; and Captain Rogers, of the Ship Lord Camden, 
for Liverpool, severally reported, subscribed and took the 
Oath required. 

Mr. Frederick Deams applied to the Committee for an 
order to enroll a Company of Minute-Men, agreeable to the 
direction of the late Convention ; which was granted to 
him. 

The Committee again met P. M., on the 4th Septem- 
ber, 1775 : Present, the same Members as in the morning. 

A Memorial was laid before the Committee by Mr. Jo- 
nathan Hudson, representing that a new Ship, which he 
had built at Anamassick, on the Eastern- Shore, was at- 
tempted to be launched on the 20th August, but had mis- 
carried therein ; that the said vessel being chartered by 
Mr. Kelly, and a cargo of Wheat now purchased by him, 
and ready to load said vessel ; he prayed for indulgence 
to load said cargo after the 10th of September, provided it 
could not be done sooner. 

The Committee having considered the Memorial of Mr. 
Hudson, and the difficulty of his case by the above mis- 
fortune, agreed to grant the prayer of his Memorial ; and 
that the said memorialist should be allowed ten working 
days to load the said ship, after she shall be ready to re- 
ceive her cargo on board. 

Two Memorials were then laid before the Committee 
by Mr. Samuel Purviance, Jun., and Mr. David Stewart, 
setting forth, as by said Memorials will appear, which being 
taken into consideration, 

It was Resolved, That the prayers of said Memorials 
be complied with, under the same restrictions as were al- 
lowed to Mr. Jonathan Hudson under similar circumstances; 
and Messrs. Isaac Grist, Abram Vanbibber, S. C. Davy, 
and Thomas Elliot, are appointed to superintend this 
business in the same manner as in the case of Mr. Hudson, 
and said gentlemen are directed to lay before the Commit- 
tee, which shall meet on Monday next, a true and full 
account of all such lading as shall be procured for said ves- 
sels, before the 10th day of this month. 

Information having been given to the ommittee by Mr. 



Barnet Eichelbcrger, that Mr. Robert Long had expressed 
himself very exceptionably relative to the present proceed- 
ings, and against the Committees of this County, and men- 
tions the following persons as witnesses : Doctor William 
Beard, Mr, Williams, Mr. Wickham, and Mr. G. Hopes. 

It was Ordered, That Mr. Long and these gentlemen 
be desired to attend the Committee on Monday next. 

At a meeting of the Committee, on Monday, September 
1 1, 1775 : Present, Mr. Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and 
eleven Members. 

Captain Thomas Egger reported his vessel, the Ship 
Charlotte, from Newcastle, upon Delaware, subscribed, and 
swore. 

Application having been made to this Committee by 
Mr. James Woodfield, on behalf of the Committee of Pitts- 
burgh, for four hundred pounds of Lead, 

It was Resolved, That "Mr. John Smith supply with 
Lead, out of the quantity stored with him, and if there 
should not be that quantity in his possession, the remainder 
to be delivered by Mr. James Calhoun. 

Mr. Samuel Purviance reported to the Committee, that 
the Vessel particularized in his Memorial, was lost when 
coming round from Philadelphia to this Town. 

The charge against Mr. Robert Long was postponed till 
some future meeting of this Committee. 



Saturday, September 23, 1775. 
The Poll for electing a Committee of Observation for 
this County, (Messrs. Robert Alexander, Jeremiah T. 
Chase, Thomas Harrison, John Moale, and William Bu- 
chanan, five of the Delegates for this County in the late 
Provincial Convention, being Judges of the Election,) was 
this day closed, and the following gentlemen declared duly 
elected, viz: 

John Mo.ilo, Walter Tolley, Jun., Thomas Gist, Sen., 

Jeremiah T. Chase, Darby Lux, Stephen Cromwell, 

James Calhoun, John Cockey, Isaac Grist, 

Benjamin Nicholson, William Smith, Thomas Cockey Deye, 

Andrew Buchanan, William Buchanan, Mordecai Gist, 

Thomas Sollers, William Lux, John Stevenson, 

John Cradock, John Boyd, Ezekiel Towson, 

James Gittings, John Smith, Jeremiah Johnson, 

Robert Alexander, Z. McCubbin, Jun., William Asquith, 

Sara'l Purviance,Jr., Capt. Chas. Ridgely, John Egor Howard, 

William Wilkinsdn, Thomas Harrison, George Risteau, 

Charles Ridgely, Son Benjamin Griffith, Abraham Brilton— 37. 

of William. • William Randall, 

And the following gentlemen were chosen Provincial 
Delegates, to continue for one year, viz : Robert Alexan- 
der, Benjamin Nicholson, John Moale, Walter Tolley, 
Jun., Jeremiah Townley Chase. 

N. B. The Poll was kept open eleven days, to give 
every Freeholder and Freeman full and sufficient time to 
vote. 

The Committee met at the Court-House, Monday, Oc- 
tober 9, 1775: v . 

Present : John Moale, Samuel Purviance, James Calhoun, Benjamin 
Nicholson, Thomas Sollers, John Cradock, James Gittings, Robert 
Alexander, Walter Tolley, Jun., William Wi]kinsorr,\john Cockey, 
William Buchanan, William Lux, John Boyd, Z. McCubbin, Jun., 
Thomas Harrison, Benjamin Griffith, Thomas Gist, Sen., Isaac Grist, 
Mordecai Gist, Ezekiel Towson, Jeremiah Johnson, William As- 
quith, John E. Howard, John Smith, 

Who proceeded to choose Mr. John Moale, Chairman, 
and Mr. Robert Alexander, Clerk, for the day. 

Messrs. Ezekiel Towson and Jeremiah Johnson declined 
acting as Committee- Men, at the same time declaring their 
intention of not acting on any occasion. 

Mr. Samuel Purviance, Jun,, was elected Chairman; 
Mr. William Lux, Vice-Chairman ; Mr. George Lux, Se- 
cretary ; and Mr. David McMechen, as Assistant-Secre- 
tary, to this Committee during their pleasure. 

Mr. Samuel Purviance, Jun., William Lux, John Boyd, 
Jeremiah Townley Chase, and Robert Alexander, were 
elected a Committee of Correspondence. 

Messrs. John Moale, Thomas Harrison, Thomas Sol- 
lers, James Calhoun, William Asquith, Charles Ridgely, 
Son of William, and John Egor Howard, were elected a 
Committee for Licensing Suits. " - 

Messrs. Samuel Purviance, Jun., Jqhn Smith, William 
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Buchanan, Isaac Grist, and Benjamin Griffith, were ap- 
pointed a Committee to take the Report of all vessels and 
goods arriving, and to administer the Oath required of all 
masters of vessels outward bound. 

The Enrollment of Captain Jehu Howell's Company 
was rejected, not being agreeable to the directions of the 
Convention. 

The Enrollments of Captain Benjamin Nicholson's, Cap- 
tain Zachariah McCubbin's, and Captain William Crom- 
well's, Companies, were presented, and received, as was, 
also, Captain James Vox's. 

Mr. Joseph Britton applied for liberty to raise a Com- 
pany of Minute-Men ; which was granted. 

. The Committee then agreed to meet every Monday 
morning, at ten o'clock. 

At a meeting of the Committee, on Monday, October 
16, 1775: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, William Lux, T. Har- 
rison, John Moale, James Calhoun, William Buchanan, John Smith, 
Andrew Buchanan, Robert Alexander, Isaac Grist, Thomas Gist, 
Thomas Sutlers, John E.Howard, James Gittings, William Aso/uith, 
Darby Lux, Charles Ridgely, Son of William, Z. McCubbin, Jun. 

Captain Benjamin Jones, of the Schooner Resolution, 
from Grenada, and Captain Thomas Kell, of the Schooner 
Dolphin, from the same place, reported their cargoes, sub- 
scribed, and swore. . ' 

Captain Andrew Buchanan delivered in to the Com- 
mittee the Enrollment of a Company of Militia under his 
command, signed agreeable to the Order of the Convention, 
which was received. 

Upon motion, Ordered, That a quantity of Powder and 
Lead be delivered to the Captains of the Companies that 
have enrolled agreeable to the Resolves of the late Con- 
vention, equal to half a pound of Powder and two pounds 
of Lead for each man in the Company, and that the same 
be made up into Cartridges, and returned to the several 
Captains, to be by them safely kept, and delivered out to 
the different men in such quantities, and on such occasions, 
as they, in their discretion, shall think fit. 

Resolved, That the Privates of each Company produce 
to their several Captains on each day of mustering, the 
number of Cartridges and Balls delivered to them, and, on 
default, are to pay one Shilling for each and every Car- 
tridge wanting of the quantity delivered Out, 

A true copy from the Minutes.. 

Attested by : George Lux, Secretary. 

The Committee met at the Court-House, Monday, Oc- 
tober 23, 1775 : 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, John Moale, John Smith, 
James Calhoun, William Asquith, Benjamin Griffith, John E. How- 
ard, Isaac Grist, William Wilkinson, Thomas Harrison, Walter Tol- 
ley, Jun., T. Sellers, John Cradock. 

Mr. Mark Alexander having applied to the Committee 
and informed them of his intention to send out a vessel to 
the West-Indies, for a cargo of coarse Salt, and desired to 
know the opinion of the Committee, whether the regula- 
tion of the price of British Salt, hitherto made, should be 
extended to coarse Salt, or whether the importers thereof 
should be left at liberty to dispose of it as they pleased, 
the Committee are unanimously of opinion that they ought 
not to interfere in regulating the prices of such coarse 
Salt as may be imported. 

The Enrollment of Captain Thomas Rulter's Company 
was presented by Mr. John E. Howard, and accepted. 
Attested : George Lux, Secretary. 



mittees of Observation to return the Enrollments of the 
Militia in the different Counties: 

Ordered, That the several Companies whose Enrolls 
ments are not returned to the Committee, be forthwith re- 
turned, with Certificates of the choice of Officers, that the 
same may be transmitted to the Council of Safety. 

The Enrollments of Captains Benjamin Nicholson and 
James Bosley, Jun., Companies were delivered to the 
Cornmittee, and accepted. 

A copy attested by : George Lux, Secretary. 

The Committee met at the Court-House, Monday, No- 
vember 6, 1775: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Robert Alexan- 
der, John Moale, James Calhoun, John Smith, Thomas Sollers, 
Jeremiah Townley Chase, Benjamin Griffiths, John E. Howard, Isaac 
Grist, William Buchanan, Thomas Harrison, John Boyd, Charles 
Ridgely, of William, Abraham Britton, Andrew Buchanan. 

The following Letter was laid before the Committee : 

" Monday 23 1775. 

"Gentlemen: This day I came down to give my An- 
swer agreeable to Province) I doht chuse to Act as a 
Committee man my first Reason is That my Appoint- 
ment was only by fifty or sixty secondly the Polls were not 
Closed agreeable to the Resolve of the Convention, Thirdly 
as I am well Convinced the former Committee broke the 
Convention Resolve in Regard to the purchase of Powder, 
and some of them sold their Goods for more than Resolved 
by the Convention, and as some of those Gentlemen are 
now on the Committee ; and whenever 1 attended I , al- 
ways found a Majority of the Committee then attending 
for looking over the Advantages taken of nine Tenths of 
the Inhabitants of this County if ever I was to be appointed 
a Committee man I should chuse to act on Oath and that 
every one should who acted with me. N. B. I desire my 
Reasons may be Recorded. 

" I am Gentn. yjs. &c, Chas. Ridgely. 

" To the Gentlemen setting as Committee men for Balti- 
more County." 

Upon motion, Ordered, That the above Letter be 
(agreeable to Captain Ridgely's request) recorded verba- 
tim and literatim, and so published in the Baltimore Pa- 
pers. 

The Retailers of British Salt having advanced the price 
beyond the limits formerly allowed by this Committee, and 
it having occasioned a great murmuring among the people, 
the Committee, therefore, are induced to take the same 
into consideration, and, after allowing a storage and loss of 
measure equal to so bulky and wasting a commodity, do 
recommend it to the venders not to sell the same above 
the rate of four Shillings per bushel. 

A copy : George Lux, Secretary. 

At a meeting of the Committee, Monday, November 13, 
1775: Were present, Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and 
fourteen Members. . . . 

The Committee, at their last meeting, having recom- 
mended it to the Retailers of British Salt not to sell the 
same for more than four. Shillings per bushel, do now give 
notice, that if any higher price has since been given, the 
purchasers are desired, to call on those from whom they 
have bought for the overplus, and if any sellers refuse to 
refund, then to complain to the Committee: 

Who do Resolve, That if any sellers refuse to comply 
with the requisition, they shall be immediately published 
as enemies to their country. 



The following is a List of the Candidates voted for at 
The Committee met at the Court-House, Monday, Oc- the Election held at Baltimore Town, on the 12th Sep- 
tobtr 30, 1775: Present, Mr. Samuel Purviance, Jun., tember, and continued open for twelve days, which is pub- 
Chairman, and eleven Members. lished by order of the Committee: 



Application being made to know the opinion of this 
Committee, whether the regulation of the price of British 
Salt, hitherto made, should extend to coarse Salt, or whe- 
ther the importers thereof should be left at liberty to dis- 
pose of it as they please, the Committee are unanimously 
of opinion that they ought not to interfere in regulating the 
price of such coarse Salt as may be imported. 

The Council of Safety having directed the several Com- 
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John Moalo, P. C, - - 124 
Jeremiah T. Chase, P. C, 110 
James Calhoun, . . . 110 
Benj. Nicholson, P. C, - 106 
Thomas Sollers, . . - 100 
Andrew Buchanan, - - 101 
John Cradock, .... 98 
James Gittings, ... 97 
Robert Alexander, P. C, - 93 
Samuel Purviance, . . 92 
William Wilkinson, . , 92' 



C. Ridgely, Son of Wm., 91 

Walter Tolley, Jr., P. C, 88 

Darby Lux, ..... 87 

John Cockey, .... 87 

William.Smith, - . . 85 

William Buchanan, - . 83 

William Lux, - ... 82 

John Boyd, . . . - - 82 

John Smith, - - . . 81 

Z, McCubbin, Jun., . . 80* 

Captain Charles Ridgely, 79 
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Thomas Harrison,. . . 77 

Benjamin Griffith, - . 77 

William Randal, ... 72 

Thomas Gist, Son., . - 71 

Stephen Cromwell, - . 68 

Isaac Grist, .--.-- 66 

T. C. Deye, 66 

Mordecai Gist, .... 66 

J. Stevenson, .... 65 

Ezckiel Towson, - . . . 62 

Jeremiah Johnson, - - 59 

William Asquith, ... 56 

John Eager Howard, . 55 

George Risleau, . . . 54 

Abraham Brilton, - - - 52 

Charles Ridgely, of John, 50 

Richard Cromwell, - - 48 

George Lindenberger, . 47 

Henry Stevenson, - - ■ - 46 

John Merryman, - - - 46 

David McLellan, ... 46 

Thomas Rutter, ... 46 

Nicholas Britton, - - - 45 

Micajah Merryman, - . 43 

Jo]in Robert Holliday, . 39 

George Woolsey 1 , - - - 37 

Benjamin Buck, - - - 37 

James Cox, .... - 34 

William Goodwin, - . 34 

Richard Richards, - . 33 

Samuel Wprthington, . 33 

.Nicholas Merryman, . . 33 

Josias Bowen, .... 33 

Richard Johns, - - - 31 

Richard Lemmon, . - 28 

John. Sterrett, .... 27 

Joshua Stevenson, - - 25 

William Galbraith, - - 25 

James Edwards, - . . 24 

John McLellan, . - - 23 

Brit. Dickenson, ... 22 

James Bosley, .... 21 

Thomas Todd, .... 21 

GistVaughan, .... 20 



John Forster, - - 


. 


20 


Jehu Howel, - . 


_ 


20 


Mark Alexander, - 


. . 


20 


Hercules Courtenay 


- '. 


19 


Absalom Price, 


. _ 


19 


Robert Moore, - . 


_ . 


19 


Archibald Buchanan 


» ■ 


18 


Abraham Vanbibber 


.— ~" 


18 


Thomas Johnson, . 




17 


Nathan Cromwell, 


. . 


17 


John EHlcott, - . 


. 


16 


Mayberry Helms, - 


. . 


16 


Nathan Smith, 


_ . 


15 


William Spear, 


_ 


15 


Walter Tolley, Sen., 


. . 


.14 


Joshua Brown, - - 


_ . 


13 


Daniel Hughes, 


. 


13 


James Sterrett, - - 




13 


Barnet Eichelberger 


. . 


11 


Jesse Bussy, - - 


. . 


11 


Philip Rogers, . . 


. . 


9 


Sam'l Ovvings, of S 


ira'l, 


9 


David Shields, . - 


. . 


9 


Rezin Hammond, . 


. _ 


8 


Benjamin Levy, - 


. . 


7 


G. Goldsmith Presbury, . 


6 


J,. Gorsuch, of Thomas, . 


5 


Isaac Vanbibber, - 


. . 


5 


Thomas Jones, - - 


. » 


5 


Job Garretson, . . 


, . 


5 


John Deaver, - - 


. 


4 


William Cromwell, 


_ 


4 


William Lynch, . 


_ 


4 


Robert Cummins, - 


. 


3 


Benjamin Laurence, 


.--- _ 


3 


Joseph Cromwell, - 


. . 


2 


Anion Butler, - - 


. 


2 


Gerrard Hopkins, . 


. . 


2 


Thomas Lloyd, 


. . 


2 


John Markey, - . 


. . 


1 


Shadrach Murray, 


. . 


1 


Robert Purviance, - 


. 


1 


William Neill, . . 


. ■- 


1 


Charles Gorsuch, . 


- - 


1 



The following are the persons voted for as Provincial 
Delegates : 

Robert Alexander, - . 
Benjamin Nicholson,. 
John Moule, - - . 
Walter Tolley, Jun., . . 
Jeremiah Townley Chase, 



131 
126 
112 

98 
87 



Captain Charles Ridgely, 76 

Thomas Cockey Deye, . 68 

Thomas Harrison, ... 64 

William Smith, . . - 54 

Andrew Buchanan, - - 23 

Samuel Purviance, . . 21 

William Buchanan, - . 15 

John Cradock, .... 8 

Darby Lux, ...... 8 

John Smith, .... 7 



William Lux, - . . 
Samuel Worthington, 
Thomas Gist, Seri., . 
Simuel Owings, . . 
James Gittings, , . 
George Risteau, 



4 
4 
3 
3 
2 
2 
John Boyd, ..... 2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



Jeremiah Johnson, 
James Calhoun, ... 
John Teefer, .... 
Captain Galbraith, . . 
Captain Howell, . - . ' 
Charles Ridgely, of John, 
Rezin Hammond, ... 
Thomas Chase, ... 



The Continental Congress having recommended that 
adventures be made for procuring Arms and Ammunition, 
and it being necessary rhat a particular Committee be ap- 
pointed to superintend the loading : 

■ Resolved, That Messrs. Samuel Purviance, John Smith, 
William Buchanan, Benjamin Griffith, Isaac Grist, Tho- 
mas Gist, Sen., and Darby Lux, be a Committee for that 
purpose, and that they be on oath to keep their proceed- 
ings secret. # 

A copy attested by : George Lux, Secretary, 

At a meeting of the Committee, on Monday, November 
20, 1775 : 

Present : John Moale, Chairman, pro tempore, John Smith, James Cal- 

' houn, William Wilkinson, Charles Ridgely, of William, Abraham 

Britton, Zachariah McCubbin, Jun., William Buchanan, Robert 

Alexander, Isaac Grist, John E. Howard, Thomas Gist, Benjamin 

Griffith. 

The Committee appoint Robert Alexander, Esq., to 
receive from the Western- Short Branch of the Council 
of Safety, the sum of four hundred and twelve Pounds fif- 
teen Shillings, being the sum subscribed for Arms, Ammu- 
nition, &.C., actually laid out and expended. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That it is the opinion of this 
Committee that such persons as have quantities of Salt by 
them, ought to retail the same immediately, notwithstand- 
ing any verbal contract or other agreement before made for 
it; and it is further the opinion of the Committee, that all 
persons holding quantities of Salt, and refusing to retail 
the same as aforesaid, ought to be published, and looked 
Upon as enemies to the liberties of America. 

Ordered, That the same be published. 



Messrs. Isaac Grist, Zachariah McCubbin, William 
Wilkinson, and Benjamin Griffith, or any three of them, 
are appointed a Committee to examine the several Ware- 
houses where they suspect British Salt is stored, and im- 
mediately report the quantities to the President, or Vice- 
President of this Committee. 

A copy attested by : George Lux, Secretary. 

At a meeting of the Committee, November 27, 1775: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, John IVToale, John Boyd, 
John Smith, Darby Lux, Robert Alexander, W. Wilkinson, William 
Buchanan, Benjamin Griffith, W. Asquith, James Calhoun, Isaac 
Grist, Thomas Sollers. 

Application being made to this Committee by Mr. Joshua 
Hilton, to load his Sloop with Flour, &ip., for New-Eng- 
land, saying that they were in great want of such Provi- 
sions, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence do 
immediately write to the New-England Delegates to know 
whether Provisions are really scarce in those Colonies'. 

A copy from the Minutes : 

George Lux, Secretary. 

N. B. David McMechen attended at the meetings of 
the Committee from November 6 to December 18, inclu- 
sive, George Lux being absent out of Town; " 

At a meeting of the Committee, December 4, 1775: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, "John Moale, John Boyd, 
Mordecai Gist, T. Gist, John Smith., Isaac Grist, Darby Lux, Tho. 
mors Sollers, William Buchanan, Benjamin Griffith, William Asquith, 
Charles Ridgely, of William, James Calhoun, George Ris'teau, John 
Cradock, Abraham Britton. 

Application having been made to the Committee by 
Lawrence Callohoun and Robert Clark, for liberty to trans- 
port to Annapolis, by water, some Beef and Sheep for the 
use of the inhabitants of that cjty during the sitting of the 
Convention, a certificate was granted for eight quarters of 
Beef and twelve Sheep to the said Callohoun and Clark, 
to transport the same, they, arid the skipper of the boat, 
making oath that they will land the same at Annapolis, 
and procure a certificate of such landing from the Com- 
mittee of that place, to be returned to this Committee at a 
future meeting. 

The Committee having received from the Committee of 
Philadelphia, a Letter from Daniel Chamier, Esq.,' Com- 
missary of Stores at Boston, with a Commission and other 
papers directed for Robert Long, appointing him Prevent- 
ive Officer, Weigher, and Guager, for Baltimore Town;, 
on consideration thereof, 

It was Resolved, To transmit the said Commission and 
Papers to the Convention at Annapolis, to know their 
opinion whether the said Commission should be delivered 
to the said Robert Long. 

Ordered, That the copies of the Enrollments of the 
Militia Companies that have been delivered in to the Com- 
mittee, be transmitted to the Provincial Convention. 

The Committee appointed Messrs. Samuel Purviance, 
John Boyd, and Darby Lnx, to prepare, against Monday 
next, a Memorial, representing to the Convention the ne- 
cessity of fortifying Baltimore. 

George Lfux, Secretary. 

At a meeting of the Committee, Monday, December 1 1 , 
1775: 

Present: William Lux, Chairman, John Smith, Thomas Gist, Isaac 
Grist, William Buchanan, William Wilkinson, Abraham Britton, 
John E. Howard, Benjamin Griffith, William Asquith, James Cal- 
houn, Thomas Sollers, John Boyd. 

The following is a copy of a Letter from the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay Delegates in Congress to this Committee, on 
the subject of shipping Flour to the New-England Go- 
vernments: 

"Philadelphia, December 4, 1775. 

"Sir: We acknowledge the receipt 'of your letter of 
the 27th November, wrote by order of your Committee, 
upon the subject of permits fqr shipping provisions to New- 
England. In reply to which, we observe, that the New- 
England Colonies stand constantly in need of supplies of 
bread, flour, and corn, from your country, more especially 
the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, where the Conti- 
nental Army are now fixed. The exportation of the arti- 
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cles before-mentioned ought to be under a very strict regu- 
lation, to prevent any misapplication of what may be in- 
tended for our friends there. We submit it to your consi- 
deration, whether it would not be advisable* to require either 
a certificate from some Committee of Inspection in those 
Governments, and, where such certificate cannot be conve- 
niently obtained, and the people applying for such permits 
are residents of New-England, or of your Colony, to 
require the shipper, or the master of the vessel in which 
the provisions are to be exported, to give bond that they 
shall be landed or delivered to our friends in those Govern- 
ments, and to oblige the master to make oath, that he will 
• use his best endeavours, that they shall be so landed and 
delivered. 

" We are, with great respect, your most humble servants, 

" John Hancock, 
" Thomas Cushing, 
" Samuel Adams, 
"John Adams. 
" To Samuel Purviance, Jun." 

Mr. Mark Alexander having applied .to the Committee 
for liberty to load the Sloop Grampus, John Brackctt, 
master, with Provision for the use of the Colonies, to Mas- 
sachusetts- Bay, the same was granted, on his entering in a 
bond with said master in double of the value of the cargo, 
that he will land the same, and produce a certificate 
thereof from a Committee of the port where it was landed, 
to this Committee, and that the usual Oath be taken by 
them, 

Mr. Mark Alexander, on behalf of George Welsh and 
Elisha Thatcher, made application for permission to load 
the Schooner Peggy, John Lathrop, master, for the same 
parts as above; which was granted on the above condition. 

Messrs. John Philpot and William Sterrett were sum- 
moned to appear before this Committee, to give informa- 
tion against Mr. Samuel Carson, Sen., merchant in Phila- 
delphia, for speaking disrespectfully of this Committee. 
They appeared accordingly, and declared that they were 
in company with Mr. Carson, in Philadelphia, and heard 
him say, " he had been informed while he was at Balti- 
more, that a quantity of Tea had been imported at Balti- 
more, and that he was informed it was not to be now pro- 
duced, and, that a parcel of Handkerchiefs had come to 
Baltimore, which had been directed to be destroyed, and 
that only about a dozen had been burnt, and the remainder 
secreted and sold." 

The Committee, looking on it as an imputation on their 
character, directed the Committee of Correspondence to 
write to the Committee of Correspondence at Philadel- 
phia, to desire Mr. Carson to produce his author. 

The same information was given by Messrs. Carvel Hall 
and Aquila Hall, of Harford County, respecting Mr. 
Carson. 

A copy from the Minutes. 

. Attested by: George Lux, Secretory. 

The Committee met, Monday, December 18, 1775: 

Present: Samuel Purviince, Chairman, Robert Alexander, William 
Buchanan, Thomas Harrison, Benjamin Nicholson, Darby Lux, 
Isaac Grist, John Smith, Thomas Gist, Benjamin Griffith, John Cra- 
docfc, William Wilkinson, William Asquith, John E. Howard, Tho. 
mas Sollers. 

Captain William McNeil, of the Sloop Ranger, from 
Turk's Island, and addressed to Abraham Vanbibber, re- 
ported his cargo, subscribed, and took the Oath in such 
cases required, with an exception of fifteen hogsheads 
Molasses, which were imported from Grenada, and are 
ordered to be stored under the inspection of Mr. Isaac 
Grist, who is to keep the key, and in case Captain Mc- 
Neil, departs the Province, he engages to export the Mo- 
lasses, or in some other measure dispose of it agreeable to 
the Committee. 

Captain Jacob Small, of the Sloop Rosannah, from 
Barbadpes, and addressed to Mr. Thomas McCobb, re- 
ported his cargo, subscribed, and swore; and Mr. McCobb 
is desired to attend this Committee at their first meeting 
after his arrival in Town. 

Captains John Rogers and Adam Muir, both of Acco- 
mack County, in Virginia, having applied for permits, 
they were ordered not to leave this port till further orders ; 



and Captain Nathaniel Smith is ordered to take away their 
sails, and keep them stored till further orders from the 
Committee. 

Mr. Richard Taylor came, and reported his cargo,, 
which he imported in Captain Isaac Vanbibber, and offered 
to take the Oath, which was accepted as satisfactory. 

The Committee having taken into consideration the de- 
fenceless stale of Baltimore, and the dangers to which it is, 
in its present state, exposed, came to a resolution, that until 
some other measure be taken for the defence of the Town, 
by the Convention or Council of Safety, the Guns which 
are in Town be cleaned and put in order for service, and 
that proper Carriages for mounting the same be immedi- 
ately procured to be made. 

Ordered, That Messrs. William Buchanan, Jesse Hol- 
lingsworth, Isaac Grist, and Benjamin Griffith, givedirec- 
tions for cleaning the said Guns, and making suitable Car- 
riages for them. 

Ordered, That a Pilot-Boat be immediately stationed 
at Whetstone-Point ; that the said Boat be armed with two 
swivel Guns and six Muskets, and manned with six men ; 
that the Officer commanding the Boat bring to all vessels, 
and that he do not permit any vessel to sail out without a 
permit in writing, signed by three Members of this Com- 
mittee, which number will attend every morning from ten 
to twelve o'clock, (Sundays excepted,) where all masters 
of vessels must repair immediately after their arrival, and 
report their cargo, &tc., and they must bring certificates 
from some Committee, Council of Safety, or Provincial 
Convention. 

Ordered, That the following Resolve of the Provincial 
Convention be entered in the Minutes: 

" In Provincial Convention, December 11, 1775. 

"Resolved, That no Boat, or other Vessel, belonging to 
this Province, go out of this Province without a License tn 
writing from this Convention, the Council of Safety here- 
after to be appointed, or from some Committee of Obser- 
vation, in which the particular place such Vessel or Boat 
shall be designed to go to, shall be expressed in all Licenses 
granted by the Committees of Observation. And if any 
such Boat or Vessel shall be navigated beyond the limits 
of this Province'without such License, or if, after having 
obtained such License, the skipper thereof shall, without 
absolute and inevitable necessity, go to, or touch at, any 
place out of this Province, other than that mentioned in 
such Licence, or shall carry any person or Letter, of which 
he shall not give previous notice to such Committee, or shall 
bring back any person or Letter, of which he shall not give 
notice to some Committee of Observation, as soon as may 
be after his return, such skipper, and all other persons ac- 
cessary to such misbehaviour, may be punished by impri- 
sonment ; but it is understood that this Resolution is not to 
prohibit crossing Potomack, although the Boats or Vessels 
employed or used therefor should go up the creeks or 
arms of Potomack- River making into Virginia, or to pro- 
hibit the passing and repassing at the Ferry on Pocomoke- 
River. 

" Signed by order: " G. Duvall, Clerk." 

Messrs. Isaac Grist, Benjamin Griffith, and George 
Woolsey, or any two of them, are appointed to hire and 
contract for the said Boat. 

The Committee, considering the peculiar situation of the 
Vessels arming in this Port, and the necessity that the same 
should be kept as private as possible, 

Ordered, That where sufficient reasons appear to the 
Committee, that the permission to the Vessels trading in 
this Bay will be productive of any ill consequence, in such 
case the Committee detain such Vessel, or Vessels, from 
sailing. 

A copy: George Lux, Secretary. 

At a meeting of the Committee, Tuesday, December 
19,1775: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, Thomas Harrison, Wil. 
liam Buchanan, John Smith, Isaac Grist, Benjamin Griffith, Wil- 
liam Asquith, James Calhoun, John Boyd. 

The Committee, considering the danger that might arise 
by too extensive a liberty being granted to Vessels passin" 
and repassing to and from this Port, 
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Do Resolve, That no Vessel whatever be permitted to 
proceed from this Port, except upon publick business, fur- 
ther than the River Patuxent, on the Western- Shore, and 
the River of Great-Choplank, on the Eastern- Shore, till 
the Vessels now arming in this Port be ready to sail. 

The following Oath was appointed to be taken by all 
Masters of Vessels to and from this Port : 

" You A. B., do solemnly make oath, upon the Holy 
Evangels of Almighty God, that the manifest now given 
in is a true account of the goods taken in on board your 
vessel ; that you will not proceed with the vessel now 
under your command, during the present trip, any lower 
down the bay than Patuxent, on the Western, or Great- 
Choplank, on the Eastern-Shore, nor dispose or sell any 
of the goods now shipped on board your vessel, to any 
person who, you suspect, may carry the same to Lord 
Dunmore, the British vessels-of-war, or to any other per- 
sons whatever, with design of conveying such letters or 
intelligence." 

A true copy from the Minutes: 

George Ldx, Clerk. 

At a meeting of the Committee, Baltimore, December 
26, 1775: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Isaac Grist, 
Thomas Gist, William Buchanan, Benjamin Griffith, James Calhoun, 
William Asquith, Thomas Sollers, John Smith, John Boyd. 

The Committee, taking into consideration the severity 
of the weather, and the particular hardships arising from 
detaining Vessels agreeable to the Resolves of this Com- 
mittee, passed the 19th instant, 

Do Resolve, That the said Resolve be rescinded. 

The Oath appointed on Tuesday last to be taken by all 
Masters of Vessels to whom Permits for leaving this Port 
are granted, was cancelled, and the following substituted 
in its stead : 

Oath. — " You A. B., do make oath, that the manifest 
now given in is a just and true account of the goods taker! 
in, or intended to be taken on board your vessel ; that you 
will not dispose of or sell any of the goods now shipped on 
board your vessel, to any person, or persons, who, you 
have reason to suspect, will carry the same to Lord Dun- 
more, or any British vessel-of-war, nor will convey any 
passengers, letters, or intelligence, to Lord Dunmore, the 
British vessels-of-war, or to any other person whatsoever, 
with design of conveying such letters or intelligence." 

The following is a copy of the Permission from the 
Continental Congress to Jonathan Hudson : 

" In Congress, December 11, 1775. 

" The Committee, to whom the Petition of Jonathan 
Hudson was referred, reported their opinion in certain 
Resolutions, which being read, were agreed to, as follows : 

"Resolved, That so much of said Petition as prays for 
permission to export the said Cargo to .any place, other 
than the Islands of Great Britain, Ireland, Jersey, Guern- 
sey, Sark, Aldemey, or Man, or the West-India Islands, 
is reasonable. 

"Resolved, That so much of said Petition as prays for 
further permission, is unreasonable. 

"Resolved, That the said Petitioner give Bond, with 
sufficient security, to the Chairman of the Committee of 
the Town of Baltimore, under a penalty of double the va- 
lue of the said Cargo, to export the said Cargo to some 
place, other than the said Islands of Great Britain, Ireland, 
Jersey, Guernsey, Sarlc, Aldemey, Man, and the Islands' 
of the West- Indies, and within six months after the said 
exportation, to produce to the said Chairman a certificate of 
the Port to which the said Cargo shall have been shipped, 
authenticated under the hands of two merchants of known 
character and reputation, residing- in the same Port, and 
that on executing such Bond, the said Chairman sign a 
Permit to the said Petitioner, allowing him to export the 
said Cargo. 

"Extract from the Minutes: 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Upon motion, Ordered, by this Committee, That Mr. 
George England, the Doorkeeper, be allowed five Pounds 
for his attendance since March till this time, and that the 
same be paid out of the Moneys remaining in the hands of 



Mr. Calhoun, and that the Chairman apply to Mr. Cal- 
houn for said Money. 

Ordered, That the Armed Boat employed by the Com- 
mittee for preventing the departure of vessels from this 
Port without permission, be discharged from further ser- 
vice ; and that Messrs. William Lux and Samuel Purvi- 
ance, Jun., pay Captain Hanson, for the hire of said Boat 
and hands for the time they have been employed ; the 
Committee agreeing that if the said charge is not allowed 
by the publick in the Accounts of the Armed Vessels now 
fitting out, the said Account shall be paid to them out of 
the Moneys in Mr. Calhoun'' s hands. 

George Lux, Secretary. 

At a meeting of the Committee, January 1 , 1776 : 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, William Buchanan, Tho- 
mas Harrison, John E. Howard, James Calhoun, Thomas Sollers, 
William Asquith, John Smith, John Boyd, Isaac Grist. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That Adam Muir, of Acco- 
mack County, be furnished with a Permit to leave this 
Port. 

A Petition from William Jacobs, of Fell's Point, Sail- 
maker, was then laid before the Committee, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

A copy from the Minutes: 

George Lux, Secretary. 

At a meeting of the Committee, January 8, 1776: 

Present: John Smith, Chairman, pro tern., Thomas Harrison, William 
Buchanan, Charles Ridgely, of William, William Wilkinson, Tho- 
mas Sollers, William Asquith, John Cradock, James Calhoun, Ben- 
jamin Griffith, John E. Howard, Abraham Britton, John Cockey, 
Darby Lux, Isaac Grist, Thomas Gist, David McMechon, Secre- 
tary. 

Application being made by Captain Rutter for the Pow- 
der and Lead, agreeable to the Resolve of the, 16th Oc- 
tober, to be delivered out to the Companies agreeable to 
the Resolves of the Provincial Convention, Captain Bu- 
chanan was desired to deliver it. 

The Committee taking into consideration the following 
Resolve of the Provincial Convention, viz: 

" In Provincial Convention, Annapolis, January 5, 1776. 

"Resolved, That the several Committees of Observa- 
tion purchase the whole of the quantity of Sulphur in their 
respective Counties, provided it can be had at six pence, 
per pound, and that they transmit the same, with an account 
thereof, as soon as may be, to Messrs. William Lux and Da- 
niel Bowly, of Baltimore County, and that the Committees 
of Observation be empowered to draw on the Treasurer of 
their respective Shores for so many of the Bills of Credit 
of this Province as may be wanted, as well for the pur- 
poses aforesaid, as for any expense to be incurred in re- 
moving the Sulphur to Baltimore Town. 

" Extract from the Minutes : ([ q tj CI V" 

Baltimore, November 10, 1775. 

Permission is granted to Mr, William Neill, Merchant, 
of Baltimore, to export to the foreign West-Indies, four 
hundred and one barrels Flour, twenty-four barrels Bread, 
and two thousand Staves, the said William Neill having 
agreed to lay out the produce of the same in the purchase 
of Arms, Ammunition, Lead, Sulphur, or Saltpetre, if to 
be had, which articles, (if imported,) are to be first offered 
to the Council of Safety of this Province ; but if the said 
articles cannot be procured, then the said William Neill 
agrees to import Dutch Osnaburghs, low priced Linens, 
coarse Woollens, Drugs, or Salt, the same not being the 
manufacture or produce of Great Britain or Ireland. 

Testis : Robert Alexander. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That no person shall, after the 
publication hereof, and under any pretence or direction 
whatever, presume to load any Vessel, or, after beino- 
loaded, shall attempt to depart this Port without proper 
Permits from this Committee, as they shall answer to the 
contrary. 

Ordered, That the above be published in the Papers. 

At a meeting of the Committee, January 15, 1776: 

Present: William Lux, Chairman, Thomas Harrison, Benjamin Ni- 
cholson, William Buchanan, W. Wilkinson, John Smith, Isaac Grist 
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John Boyd, John E. Howard, Benjamin Griffith, W. Asquith, James 
Calhoun, Thomas Sollers, John Cockey. 

Information being laid before the Committee that Cap- 
tain Forsytke had sailed without first obtaining a Permit 
from the Committee, Mr. John Corntkwait, the owner of, 
the vessel, was then sent for, but, as he declared that he 
had always thought Captain Forsytke had such a Permit, 
the offence was overlooked. 

Information being made to this Committee, that Captain 
Martin, of the Brig Friendship, was loading without any 
Permit being obtained from the Council of Safety or Pro- 
vincial Convention, 

It is Resolved, That such Vessel be stopped from fur- 
ther loading until such points are properly cleared, and 
Captain Grist is charged with the execution of this Re- 

George Lux, Secretary. 



The Committee met, Monday, January 22, 1776: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, William Lux, John 
Smith, John Moale, Darby Lux, Thomas Harrison, Androw Bucha- 

Jan, Charles Ridgely, of William, A. Brilton, William Buchanan, 
ames Calhoun, Benjamin Griffith, Thomas Sollers, W. Asquith, 
Isaac Grist, John Boyd. 

Messrs. R. fy A. McKim having applied to this Com- 
mittee for liberty to ship a cargo of Provisions to some 
Port of New-England, in a Sloop lately arrived in this 
Port from Nantucket, commanded by Captain Seth Pad- 
dock, this Committee do permit the said Robert fy Alex- 
ander McKim to load said vessel, on these express con- 
ditions: That the said Captain Paddock shall not proceed 
in said vessel, and that she shall be put under the command 
of a master, who shall be approved of by this Committee, 
the said R. fy" A. McKim also giving security that the 
said vessel shall not proceed to any port or place prohi- 
bited by the Resolves of the Congress. 

Mr. Thomas Ewing made application to the Committee 
for permission to load the Schooner John, Daniel Mer- 
chant, master, lately arrived in this Port, for Salem, in 
Neiv-England, with a cargo of Flour and Corn. At the 
same time, a Certificate from the Committee of Gloucester, 
in New-England, and a Letter from Major Richard Carey, 
were produced, which being deemed satisfactory, a per- 
mission was granted to Mr. Ewing to load said vessel. 

Captain William McNeil applied to the Committee for 
permission to take in a' cargo of Provisions for New-Eng- 
land, on condition of the shipper of said Provision giving 
sufficient security that said Vessel shall not. proceed to any 
port or place prohibited by the Resolves of the Continental 
Congress, which application is granted. 

Application being made to the Committee by Mrs. But- 
ton for liberty to carry her Servants, Negroes, and House- 
hold Furniture, in the Schooner Fanny, for Barbadoes, with 
a sufficiency of Provisions and Water for said voyage, 

Resolved, That she be permitted to depart in said Ves- 
sel, and that she have liberty to take in necessaries suffi- 
cient for said voyage, an account of which shall be deli- 
vered in by her and the Master of the Vessel, upon oath, 
with an account of what Household Furniture she carries, 
and the names and number of the Servants and Negroes 
which she intends to take with her. 

Mr. Abraham Britton having informed the Committee 
that a certain David Thomas, (who lives in his neighbour- 
hood,) being several limes invited by him to enroll in a 
Company of Militia, and sign the Association, had con- 
stantly refused so to do ; that last Saturday he had applied 
to the said David Thomas once more to enroll in the Mili- 
tia, which he refusing to do, Mr. Britton asked his reasons 
for it ; to which said Thomas replied, he was advised by 
several gentlemen in Baltimore Town not to enroll or sign 
any paper; being asked for their names, he answered, by 
George Priestman. 

Ordered, That the said David Thomas be summoned 
to attend the Committee at their meeting on Monday next. 

George Lux, Secretary. 



The Committee met, Monday, January 29, 1776 : 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, William Lux, John 
Moale, John Smith, John Boyd, Thomas Harrison, William Bucha- 
nan, William Wilkinson, Charles Ridgely, oF William, J. T. Chase, 



Thomas Sollers, Isaac Grist, A. Britton, James Calhoun, Benjamin 
Griffith, W. Asquith, John Cockey. 

A Petition from numbers of the Shoemakers of Balti- 
more Town was laid before the Committee, who consider it 
as not within their department ; therefore, they recommend 
it to the subscribers to accommodate matters with their 
journeymen. 

Upon motion, Resolved, unanimously, That Messrs. 
Samuel Purviance, Isaac Grist, Benjamin Griffith, Wil- 
liam Buchanan, and Thomas Harrison, be a Committee 
to devise and point out to the Council of . Safety the best 
modes for fortifying and defending Baltimore Town, and 
to make out an Estimate of the expenses of each. 

Information being lodged against Mr. James Moore, of 
Gunpowder, for refusing to take Money issued by the Pro- 
vincial Convention, tendered to him by Mr. Nathaniel 
Britton, 

Resolved, That Messrs. Moore and Britton be sum- 
moned to attend on Monday next. 

George Lux, Secretary. 

The Committee met, Monday, February 5, 1776: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, William Lux, John 
Smith, John Moale, Isaac Grist, William Buchanan, Andrew Bu- 
chanan, Thomas Harrison,. Charles Ridgely, of William, Jeremiah 
T. Chase, Thomas Gist, Thomas Sollers, Abraham Britton, John E. 
Howard, James Calhoun, William Asquith, Benjamin Griffith, 
George Lux, Secretary. 

Mr. John Moale produced, in cash, four hundred and 
twelve Pounds fifteen Shillings, which sum he received 
from the Treasurer of the Western- Shore, being so much 
allowed this Committee by order of the Convention, to re- 
pay the Subscribers for the purchase of Arms and Ammu- 
nition, out of which the following sums were paid to the 
following persons, viz: 

To William Spear, - - - - £112 5 
To Thomas Harrison, - - - - 10 
To Benjamin Griffith, - - - - 14 6 10 
To Alexander Donaldson, - - - 5 10 
To John Smith, ---.,. 800 
To John Egor Howard, - - - 30 
To Andrew Buchanan, - - - - 89 9 6 
To do. for Edward Talbot, - - 23 9 
To do. for James Croxall, - - 19 5 
To do. for Jesse Hollingsworth, - 2 10 O 
To William Lux, .-. - - - - 13 3 
To Black fy McCohnell, - -■ - 2 9 3 

To Thomas Usher, 11 9H 

To Walter Roe, 200 

To Philip Gray bill,- .... 3 12 4 
To Goodwin &f Russell, ... 3 5 10 

Mr. Andrew Buchanan produced his account* of Money 
paid for Powder and Lead, on which a balance of ten Shil- 
lings and six Pence remained due from him, which he paid 
in. 

Captain William Chase, of the Sloop John, applied for 
permission to load said Sloop for Rhode-Island, or Dart- 
mouth-Bay; which was granted him, on William Spear 
and Benjamin Griffith becoming security. 

Captain William Johnson, of the Schooner . . . . , ap- 
plied for liberty to load said vessel^with Flour for Northamp- 
ton County, in Virginia, which was refused, as he brought 
no certificate from their Committee, and it does not appear 
that any Troops are ordered to that County, which was 
the reason assigned, in a Letter to Lux fy Bowly, for send- 
ing for the Flour, but as it appears that he has bought half 
a ton of Iron, he is permitted to carry it down, on report- 
ing his cargo as heretofore agreed on. 

Mr. John Moale is unanimously elected Treasurer, and 
the balance of sixty-two Pounds nine Shillings and ten. 
Pence, was paid into his hands. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That the permission granted to 
Messrs. Robert &f Alexander McKim on the 22d ultimo* 
be cancelled, as it appears to this Committee that they 
have not concluded any bargain with Captain Paddock. 

A copy of this Resolve is ordered to be delivered to 
Messrs. McKims by the Secretary. 

Messrs. Lux fy Bowly having produced a Certificate 
from the Convention to export the Produce of this Pro- 
vince to the amount of one hundred and sixty-eight Pounds 
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fifteen Shillings, and requested liberty to export the same 
in Lumber, in the Schooner Resolution, William Wand, 
master; which was granted. 

They also produced an Order from the Committee of 
Safety, for shipping one hundred barrels superfine Flour in 
the Pilot-Boat Chatham, on account of the Province, for 
which they obtained permission from the Committee. 

Whereas, the Committee appointed at the last meeting 
to devise and point out the most eligible modes for Forti- 
fying and defending this Town, did, on Saturday last, re- 
port to Messrs. Samuel Pwviance, Jun., William Lux, 
John Moale, John Smith, William Buchanan, Isaac Grist, 
John Boyd, Benjamin Griffith, William Asquith, Thomas 
Harrison, and James Calhoun, (Members of this Com- 
mittee, and collecled together for this purpose,) that, in 
their opinion, the sum of seven thousand sixty-three Pounds 
six Shillings and eight Pence, was requisite for carrying 
their plan properly into execution ; and the same being re- 
ferred to the Council of Safety, they declared that they 
were only permitted to expend the sum of six thousand 
two hundred Pounds for placing obstructions in the chan- 
nel, and putting Baltimore Town in a posture of defence, 
if such a scheme should appear to them practicable for such 
a sum. As it is of the utmost consequence that this Town 
should be fortified as soon as possible, Messrs. Samuel Pur- 
viance, William Lux, Andrew Buchanan, John Moale, 
Jeremiah Townley Chase, James Calhoun, Thomas Har- 
rison, Benjamin Griffith, Isaac Grist, John Smith, John 
Boyd, William Asquith, and William Buchanan, acting 
Members of this Committee, did, at the same time, enter 
into bond with the' Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas 
Jenifer, Charles Carroll, Barrister, James Tilghman, and 
John Hall, Esq., acting Members of the Council of Safety 
of this Province, for the purposes therein mentioned. 

The Committee do, therefore, heartily approve of the 
conduct of the above named gentlemen, and will, if the 
next Convention does not allow a further sum for fortifying 
the Town, cheerfully assist and contribute all in their power 
for so laudable an end, but the gentlemen who entered 
into bond, are considered as solely invested with the power 
of directing and conducting the purposes for which said 
money was granted. 

At an especial meeting of the Committee, on Thursday, 
February 8, 1776: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Secretary pro 
t;rn., John Smith, Thomas Harrison, William Buchanan, William 
Asquith, James Calhoun. 

Captain William Wall applied to this Committee for 
liberty to load the Sloop ...... Captain Coffin, with 

Provisions for Rhode-Island ; but as Captain Coffin had 
been before refused by this Committee, and then applied 
to the Congress, who also refused him, the Committee ad- 
here to their former resolution of refusing the said Coffin 
liberty to load in this Pott. 

The Committee met, Monday, February 12, 1776: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, William Lux, John 
Smith, John Boyd, Thomas Gist, Thomas Harrison, William Bu- 
chanan, Benjamin Nicholson, William Wilkinson, Thomas Sellers, 
John Cockey, Abraham tiritton, Jamas Calhoun, J. Gittings, Wil- 
liam Asquith, George Lux, Secretary. 

Application being made by Captain Daniel Adams, of 
the Schooner Hawke, for liberty to take in a cargo of 
Flour for Beverly, or Newburyport, in New-England, it 
was granted to him, on his producing a proper ^certificate 
from the Committee of Beverly, in Essex County, in the 
Massachusetts- Bay. 

The following Resolve of the Continental Congress being 
laid before this Committee, it was ordered to be inserted in 
the Minutes of their Proceedings: 

" In Congress, October 26, 1775. 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Pro- 
vincial Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils of Safety, of 
the United Colonies, to export to the foreign West-Indies, 
on account and risk of their respectiveCoIonies, as much Pro- 
vision, or any other Produce, (except Horned Cattle, Sheep, 
Hogs, and Poultry,) as they may deem necessary for the 
importation of Arms, Ammunition, Sulphur, and Saltpetre. 

"A true copy from the Minutes: 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary. ^ 



Mr. James Moore appeared, according to summons, and 
Messrs. Nathaniel Britton, Tunis Titus, and Jesse Bus- 
sey, appeared as evidences against, all and each of which, 
being sworn, deposed, that Mr. James Moore had re- 
fused to take Bills of Credit emitted by the Provincial 
Convention, when tendered to him, alleging that he was 
afraid they would not pass, else he should have no objec- 
tion ; and, that the said James Moore had asserted that he 
would not pay any lax towards the support of American 
measures, and that he thought all those who had taken the 
oaths of allegiance, and mustered when holding a place 
under Government, guilty of perjury and rebellion. 

Jt being represented by Mr. Gittings, that Jesse Wil- 
liams was a material evidence on the occasion, 

It was, Resolved, That the further examination of this 
affair be postponed until Monday next. Mr. William Lux 
being security for Mr. Moore's attendance. 

At a meeting of the Committee, Monday, February 19, 
1776: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, John Smith, John Boyd, 
Thonvis Gist, Charles Ridgely, of William, Thomas Harrison, An- 
drew Buchanan, John Cockey, Thomas Boilers, William Asquith, 
John Cradock, John E. Howard. 

Permission is granted to Captain Jesse Harding, of the 
Schooner Jenny, to load with Flour for Falmouth, in New- 
England; also, to the Brig Rogers, addressed to Captain 
George Woolscy, to load with Produce on the publick 
account. 

In consequence of a Resolve of the Council of Safety, 
the following Advertisement was ordered to be published : 

"All persons in this County, who are possessed of any 
Arms belonging to the publick, are hereby directed to de- 
liver the same to the Committee of Observation at Balti- 
more, as speedily as possible, the Council of Safety having 
ordered them to collect and repair the same. The neces- 
sity of an immediate compliance with this requisition, it is 
to be hoped, will induce every one, who has any of said 
Arms, to attend thereto without delay." 

Mrs. Button having produced to the Committee an In- 
ventory of her Household Goods, Furniture, Provisions, 
Servants, Sic, shipped on board the Schooner Fanny, in 
order to obtain permission for her departure in said vessel 
to the West-Indies; and it appearing by said Inventory, 
that four hogsheads Spirits, and sixty-nine Rum Hogsheads 
filled with Water, have been put on board said vessel contra- 
ry to the Resolve of the Committee of the 22d January, 

Resolved, That Mrs. Button be not permitted to export 
the said Spirit or Rum Hogsheads, and that the Schooner 
Fanny shall not be at liberty to leave this Port without 
further orders, and that Mr. James Clarke, part owner of 
said Schooner Fanny, pledge his promise to the Commit- 
tee, that said vessel shall not depart this Port without their 
leave being first obtained. 

Mr. Clarke, agreeable to summons, attended, and pledged 
himself as required. 

Mr. James Moore, agreeable to promise, appeared be- 
fore the Committee, and, (after admitting the veracity of the 
charges exhibited against him in the depositions of Messrs. 
Nathaniel Britton, Jesse Bussey, and Tunis Titus, taken 
before this Committee,) voluntarily signed the following 
Recantation : 

"Whereas, I, the subscriber, have unfortunately and in- 
advertently been guilty of actions tending to depreciate the 
currency emitted by the Convention of this Province for 
the express purpose of defending those inestimable privi- 
leges transmitted to us by our ancestors, and expressed an 
aversion to pay any taxes for sinking the said currency, and 
otherwise discouraged people from mustering, enrolling, 
and associating, but am now satisfied and convinced that 
such conduct is highly unbecoming the duty of an Ameri- 
can, and tends immediately to obstruct the measures cal- 
culated to preserve the liberties of this country from the 
cruel and unrelenting oppressions of the British Ministry, 
do most sincerely acknowledge the heinousness of such 
offence, beg pardon of my countrymen, and do hereby so- 
lemnly engage and promise not to be guilty of a like offence 
in future, but to conform to such measures as shall be ad- 
judged necessary by the Continental Congress, or Conven- 
tions of this Province, for the preservation of the rights of 
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America. As a further atonement for my misconduct, I 
request this acknowledgment to be published, in hopes it 
may deter others from committing the like offence. Wit- 
ness my hand, this 19th February, 1776. 

" James Moore." 

Resolved, That the above is satisfactory. 

Application being made by Mr. Solomon Allen for liberty 
to load Flour in the Sloop Sarah, Ztphaniah Sheperdson, 
master, agreeable to a Certificate from Governour Cooke, 
of Rhode-Island, which he produced to the Committee, 
the permission therein specified was granted. 

Ordered, That Mr. James Moore's Recantation, and 
the Resolves of the Convention of the 4th and 16th Janu- 
ary, respecting the regulations of the Militia and the filling 
up the vacancies that may arise from any Committee-Man's 
refusing to serve, be published in Handbills, and dispersed 
about in the different parts of this County, and that Sum- 
monses be sent to Messrs. William Smith, Charles Ridgely, 
Thomas Cockey Deye, John Stevenson, Son of Edward, 
Stephen Cromwell, William Randall, Ezekiel Toivson, and 
Jeremiah Johnson, requiring an explicit answer whether 
they will act or not, as they have hitherto neglected to at- 
tend at the meetings of this Committee. If any of the 
above-named gentlemen should decline acting as Commit- 
tee-Men, the vacancies occasioned thereby will be filled up 
on Monday, the 4th March, when each and every Member 
of this Committee is especially required to attend. 

George Lux, Secretary. 

At a meeting of the Committee, February 26, 1776: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, William Lux, Vice-Chair. 
man, John Moale, John Smith, John Boyd, C. Ridgtly, of William, 
William Wilkinson, William Buchanan, Benjamin Nicholson, G. 
Risteau, William Asquith, Thomas Sollers, John Cockey, Thomas 
Gist. 

Application being made to the Committee for liberty to 
remove seventy-five chests of the Tea under the care of 
the Committee to the Head-of-Elk, and to remove the 
remaining part thereof from the place where it is now stored 
to some other place of security, 

Resolved, That Mr. Stewart be permitted to send se- 
venty-five chests of said Tea to the Head-of-Elk, on con- 
dition of his engaging that the same shall be stored under 
the care of the Committee of Cecil County, and that he 
shall produce a Receipt from said Committee for said 
quantity of Tea. 

Also, Resolved, That Mr. Stewart be permitted to re- 
move the remainder of said Tea to any place in this County 
for the better security thereof. 

Captain William McNeil, of the Sloop Ranger, having 
applied for liberty to depart with said vessel, now loaded 
with Provisions for New-England, agreeable to a permis- 
sion for that purpose lately granted ; and it appearing that 
the said Captain McNeil hath violated an engagement 
entered into before this Committee, the 18th day of De- 
cember, to export fifteen hogsheads Molasses imported by 
him in said vessel from Turk's Island, reported to be the 
growth of a British West-India Island, 

It is, hereupon, Resolved, That the said Captain Mc- 
Neil hath behaved very unworthily, and forfeited the per- 
mission granted for loading said vessel ; but it appearing to 
the Committee that the cargo shipped in said vessel is the 
property of persons unconcerned in Captain McNeil's mis- 
conduct, It is agreed, that, in case of his engaging to give 
the command of said vessel to a master approved of by 
this Committee, the said vessel shall be permitted to de- 
part with her cargo, on the express condition that Captain 
McNeil shall not go in her. 

Attest: George Lux, Secretary. 

At a meeting of the Committee, March 4, 1776: 

Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, William Lux, Vice- 
Chairman, Darby Lux, John Smith, John Boyd, Thomas Gist, John 
Moale, Charles Ridgely, of William, William Buchanan, Andrew 
Buchanan, William Wilkinson, Thomas Harrison, J. Gittings, Wil- 
liam Asquith, George Risteau, John E. Howard, J. Cradock, James 
Calhoun, Thomas Sollers, A. Britton. 

The following Resolve of the Continental Congress was 
ordered to be inserted in the Minutes of this Committee: 

"In Congress, February 26, 1776. 

"Resolved, That no Vessel loaded for Great Britain, 



Ireland, or the British West-Indies, be permitted to sail 
without the further order of this Congress ; and that it be 
recommended to the different Committees of Observation 
and Inspection to see this Resolve be carried into execu- 
tion. 

" Extract from the Minutes : 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Tt appearing that the following gentlemen, who were 
chosen as Committee-Men, had declined to act, viz: 

Mr. Thomas Cockey Deye, refused by Letter to the 
Chairman ; Mr. William Smith, refused by information to 
the Secretary; Mr. Ezekiel Towson, by information to 
Messrs. Risteau and Cradock; Mr. William Randall, re- 
fused by information to the Secretary; Mr. Stephen Crom- 
well, refused by Letter to Mr. Cradock; Mr. Jeremiah 
Johnson, refused by information to Mr. David Stewart ; 
and Mr. Mordecai Gist is disqualified, he having accepted 
of a Majority in the Regular Forces raised by order of the 
Convention : 

The Committee, therefore, agreeable to the direction of 
the Convention, filled up the said vacancies by electing, in 
their stead, the following gentlemen, viz : 

Mr. John Gillis, Mr. Frederick Decker, Mr. John 
Merryman, Jun., Mr. John Sterrett, Mr. Gist Vaughan, 
Mr. Thomas Rutter,Nr. Samuel Worthington. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That the above List be pub- 
lished in the Baltimore Papers. 

The Proceedings of the Convention not having yet come 
to hand in time to enable the Committee to give due no- 
tice to the Inhabitants of this County to enroll themselves 
agreeable to their direction, the Committee maturely con- 
sidered the same, and, being desirous to prevent the incon- 
veniences arising therefrom, 

Resolved, That the Enrollment and Association Papers 
• be lodged with the following gentlemen, for the greater 
convenience of the Freemen in their respective Hundreds 
to sign, viz : 

In Baltimore, West : Messrs. John Sterrett, James Cal- 
houn, William Buchanan, and John Smith. 

Baltimore, East : Messrs. William Asquith and John 
Boyd. 

Deptford : Messrs. Thomas Elliot and Isaac Vanbibber. 

Westminster : Messrs. John Moale, John Merryman, 
Jun., and David Stewart. 

Back-River, Lower : Messrs. Benjamin Buck and Job 
Garritson. 

Back-River, Upper: Messrs. Darby Lux, John Cockey, 
Benjamin Nicholson, John Cradock, and Samuel Wor- 
thington. 

Delaware : Messrs. John Gillis, John Elder, and Tho- 
mas Philips. 

North : Messrs. Nicholas Merryman, of Nicholas, Eli- 
sha Dorsey, and Thomas Slansbury, of Thomas. 

Mine-Run : Messrs. John Stevenson, of Edward, Edmund 
Stansbury, John Standiford, and James Little. 

Middlesex: Messrs. Thomas Rutter and George Lux. 

Gunpowder, Upper: Messrs. James Gittings, Jesse 
Bussey, Sutton Gudgeon, and James Bosley. 

Soldier's Delight: Messrs. John Egor Howard, Wil- 
liam Cromwell, Charles Carman, Robert Lyon, and 
Amon Butler. 

Patapsco, Upper: Mr. Charles Ridgely, of William. 

Patapsco, Lower: Messrs. Thomas Sollers and William 
Wilkinson. 

Middle-River, Upper: Messrs. Gist Vaughan, Ben- 
jamin Rogers, Nicholas Merryman, Sen., Joshua Hall, 
and Micajah Merryman. 

Middle-River, Lower: Messrs. Abraham Britton, Wal- 
ler Tolley, Sen., Simon Prion, Kinsey Griffith, und 
William Galloway. 

Pipe-Creek: Messrs. Frederick Decker, William Kel- 
ley, Jun., Richard Richards, and Jonathan Plowman, 
Planter. 

Attest : George Lux, Secretary. 

At a special meeting of the Committee, March 6, 1776: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Vice-Chairman, 
Andrew Buchanan, William Buchanan, Thomas Harrison, Jeremiah 
T. Chase, Georgo Risteau, James Calhoun, William Asquith, John 
Cockey, John Sterrett, John Moale, John Smith, Isaac Grist, John 
Boyd. 



1743 



BALTIMORE COUNTY COMMITTEE, MARCH, 1776. 



1744 



The Committee of Observation took into consideration 
the following Letter from the Council of Safety : 

"Annapolis, March 5, 1776. 

" Gentlemen or the Committee or Observation: 
We have just received intelligence lhat a large ship, sup- 
posed to be the forty-four gun man-of-war, and two sloops, 
are on their way up the Bay. Their destination is not 
known, but as they may intend for your Town, we send off 
this express, that you may be on your guard, and make 
all the preparations in your power for your defence. 

" We are, with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient, 
humble servants, (( Danjel Qp g T< Thqmas j enifek . 

"Charles Carroll, 
«T. B. Hands, 
"James Tilghman." 

Upon motion, Resoloed, That a Boat be sent down im- 
mediately to reconnoitre, and bring intelligence respecting 
the Man-of-War, Sic, as soon as possible, and that Cap- 
tain Nicholson be requested to order his Tender on that 
service. Which he complied with. 

Resolved, That an Express by water, and another by 
land, be sent immediately to Elk, to hasten down the Pow- 
der and the small Arms belonging to this Province, and 
that it be directed to Mr. Henry Hollingsworth, with a 
request to him to forward them either by land or water, as 
he shall judge expedient ; and William Stenson was ac- 
cordingly despatched by land, and Joseph White and Jo- 
seph Golro, on board Captain HollingswortKs, by water. 

Resolved, That General Andrew Buchanan be requested 
to provide Expresses, to be kept in readiness to be des- 
patched upon any emergency, within the circle of his ju- 
risdiction, and that if the Council of Safety do not pay the 
expense, that this Committee will do it. 

Resolved, That Captain George Woolsey and Mr. Hugh- 
Young, collect all the Gun-Flints in Town, and render an 
account of the same to this Committee, and that they be 
lodged with Captain Woolsey. 

Resolved, That it is necessary to have the publick Re- 
cords of this County immediately packed up in Chests, in 
order for their removal to a place of safety. 

Resolved, That no Vessel depart this Port without the 
further orders of this Committee, and that Captain Nichol- 
son be requested to see this order carried into execution. 

Captain John Sterrett and Captain Henry Shaaf re- 
turned their Enrollments. 

Attested : George Lux, Secretary. 

At a meeting of the Committee, Thursday, March 7, 

1776: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Vice-Chairman, 
Andrew Buchanan, William Buchanan, John Moale, John Smith, 
John Cockey, John Boyd, Jeremiah T. Chase, William Lux, Secre- 
tary, pro tempore. 

Resolved, That a Breastwork be immediately thrown 
up at the Point, below Jesse Hollingsworth' s, and that the 
Money in Mr. Moale's hands be appropriated to defray the 
expense attending it. 

The Committee are unanimously of opinion, and do di- 
rect, that all the light Vessels in the Harbour be imme- 
diately carried down to Whetstone, in order to be sunk in 
the Channel to prevent the Vessels-of-War from coming 
up, and Messrs. Isaac Grist, Captain William Chace, Cap- 
tains Thomas Moore, George Woolsey, and David Stewart, 
together with Major Gist, be appointed for that service. 

Resolved, That an Express be instantly sent to Phila- 



delphia, to the Congress, for an immediate supply of Pow- 
der and Lead. 

Several Expresses arrived with information of the Man- 
of-War and her Tenders being past Annapolis, and stand- 
ing up the Bay, and, also, that she is at the mouth of the 
River. 

At a meeting of the Committee, Thursday, March 8, 
1776: 

Present : Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Deputy-Chair- 
man, Andrew Buchanan, William Buchanan, Thomas Harrison, 
John Moale, John Boyd, John Smith, Jeremiah T. Chase, A. Brit- 
ton, William Asquith. 

The Committee agreed with Andrew Stigar and Engle- 
heart Yeiser to furnish Rations for the Militia, consisting 
of nine pounds Bread, and eight pounds Beef, or six pounds 
Pork per week, with Salt, and the meat to be boiled at one 
Shilling per Ration. 

Captain Henry Shaaf "is appointed to have the Cannon 
at the Hill removed to Fell's Point immediately. 

Ordered, That Mr. David McLure deliver to Captain 
William Galbraith twenty pounds Gunpowder, and Mr. 
H. Courtenay forty pounds Lead. 

Ordered, That Mr. William Spear deliver Sergeant 
William Cornwall, of Captain Nathaniel Smith's Com- 
pany, two quarter-barrels of Gunpowder, for the use of the 
Troops. 

Ordered, That Mr. James Calhoun, or Mr. David Mc- 
Lure, deliver to Mr. J. Hall half-pound Powder and two 
pounds Lead. 

A Certificate was granted to William Lawrence, master 
of the Sloop Otwell, that he had landed three hundred and 
twenty bushels of Corn, and six barrels of Pork, shipped 
by the Honourable Robert Carter, in Westmoreland County, 
Virginia. 

The Independent Company having received orders from 
the Committee to disarm such persons as have refused to 
enroll as Militia, returned the following Arms, which were 
valued as follows : 

No. 1, a Fusee, the property of Melchior Keener, va- 
lued at one Pound ten Shillings, delivered to John Hughes; 
No. 2, a Fusee, the property of Thomas Brereton, valued 
at two Pounds five Shillings, delivered to John Caldwell; 
No. 3, a Fusee, the property of William Smith, (Rope- 
maker,) one Pound ten Shillings; No. 4, a Fusee, valued 
at one Pound ; No. 5, a Fusee, valued at one Pound ; No. 
6, a Fusee, valued at fifteen Shillings ; No. 7, a Fusee, 
valued at fifteen Shillings; No. 8, a Fowling- Piece, the 
property of Alexander Lawson, valued at three Pounds 
ten Shillings, delivered to J. Sterrett; No. 9, a Musket, 
the property of John Clauscy, valued at one Pound ten 
Shillings, delivered to G. Vaughan; No. 3, a brass Blun- 
derbuss, the property of Doctor John Stevenson, valued at 
three Pounds, and No. 1, a brass Blunderbuss, the property 
of John Ashburner, valued at two Pounds ten Shillings, 
delivered on board Defence. 

Resolved, That the Schooner Resolution be fitted out 
as a Tender for the Ship Defence, on the present emer- 
gency, and that Captain William Wand be Captain ; Cap- 
tain Thomas Moore, First Lieutenant ; and Captain George 
Wise, Second-Lieutenant ; and Captain William Paddii- 
son, Master. 

Messrs. Robert Purviance, George Woolsey, and Da- 
vid Stewart, are directed to carry this Resolve into imme- 
diate execution. „ to, 

George Lux, Secretary. 
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Proposals for Supplies, - - - - 64 

Ordinance for raising Company of, in New- 
Jersey, ------ 1623 

Ashley, Samuel, - - - - - -15 

Aspinwall, William, ------ 2G2 

Association, Continental, questions relative to, - 193, 

215, 221, 276, 304, 412, 413, 562, 787, 811 



Association, Continental — 

Exception in favour of Bermuda, - - 410 
Vessel sailed from Sandwich, Massachusetts, 
contrary to, ----- 673 

Violation of, by New- York Vessels, - - 691 
Resolutions respecting, in Maryland Conven- 
tion, - - - - - . - 755 

Petition for exception to, - - - - 938 

Proceedings of New-Jersey Congress, rela- 
tive to, - 966 
Letter from New-York Committee of Safety 

to Continental Congress relative to, - 1061 

Exceptions in favour of Vessels, 1083, 1091, 1099 
Proceedings in Massachusetts Assembly on 

violation of, - - - 1302, 1346, 1405 
Efforts to prevent violation of, in New-Jer- 
sey, - - - - - - - 1583 

Proceedings relative to, in Baltimore Commit- 
tee, - 1694, 1713, 1720 
Association, Pennsylvania, Address of Signers of, in 

Philadelphia, to Committee of Safety, - 941 
Association, Neiv-Jersey, Ordinance relative to, - 1608 
Avery, Samuel, application of, to New-York Con- 
gress, for Commission, - - - - 960 

Aylett, William, 75, 80 

Babcock, Colonel Henry, recommended for Brigadier- 
General, 181, 183 

Baker, Jerman, - - - - 79, 93, 200 

Baker, Captain Moses, - - - - 7, 15, 195 

Baldurin, Colonel Loammi, - 255 

Balch, Nathaniel, ----- 12, 18 

Ball, Captain, - - - - - - -177 

Baltimore, to be fortified, if practicable, - - 780 

Banister, John, ------ 75 

Barbour, Thomas, ------ 76 

Barker, William, - - - - - -124 

Barnes, George, ------ 149 

Barrett, Charles, - - - - - -171 

Barrett, William, ------ 246 

Barron, James, ------ 97 

Barron, Captain Richard, - - 97, 107, 114, 117 

Barilett, Joseph, ------ 18 

Bartlett, Josiah, 3, 6, 9 

Letters to New-Hampshire Committee of 

Safety, - 22, 24, 172, 658, 784, 837, 1495 

Expects soon to leave Philadelphia, - - 25 

Bartlett, William, Letters from Stephen Moylan, - 158, 

206, 230, 231, 284, 285, 458 

Letters from Robert H. Harrison, - - 178, 

625, 709, 1018 

Letters from General Washington, - 466, 862 

Letters to General Washington, - - 227, 

236, 264, 367 

Bas'sett, Burtvell, ------ 76 

Batchelder, Nathaniel, - - - - - 1 4 

Bayard, Samuel, Jun., Letter to John McKesson, 1016 
Ordered in confinement, - 1122, 1479 

Bayley, Colonel Jacob, Letter on the importance of 

Canada, ------ 454 

Letter to General Washington, relative to 
Messengers and Road to Canada, he, - 1500 
Beach, Samuel, ______ 267 

Beard, Mr. 41 

Bedel, Colonel, Letter to New-Hampshire Committee 

of Safety, ------ 5 

Letter from New-Hampshire Committee of 

Safety, 23 

Letter from General Washington — Instruc- 
tions, 908 

Bedhv), William, Letter to New- York Committee of 

Safety, - - - - 889 

Letter to John Berrien, - - - - 1156 

Bee, Thomas, 41, 44, 56, 68 

Btekman, Captain Barnard, 54 

Begozzat, P., Letter to New-Hampshire Committee 
of Safety, on obtaining Ammunition, &lc, 
from Martinico, ----- 1134 

Belden, Colonel Thomas, ----- 267 

Belhw, Captain, Letter to and from Colonel Howe, 477 
Benson, Robert, ------ 149 

Berkeley, Edmund, ------ 75 
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Bermuda, exportation to and from the Colonies per- 
mitted, ------ 410 

JBernen, John, Letter from William Bedlow, - - 1155 
Berry, Captain Thomas, ----- 8 

Berwick, John, ------ 55 

Bibb, WiOiam, - - - - - - 76 

BiUs of Credit, New-Hampshire, 9 

South-Carolina, ----- 55 

New-York, 419, 1025 

Maryland, 741 

Massachusetts, - 1251, 1253, 1283, 1284, 
1329, 1355, 1360, 1372, 1427 
Continental, - - - 154, 172, 1633, 1685 
Recantation of persons who had endeavoured 

to depreciate, - - - _ 887, 888, 896 
Would be current in Canada if Quebeck 

were taken, . - - - - - 907 
Punishment of persons in Pennsylvania for 
endeavouring to depreciate, - - - 941, 
1211, 1571, 1572, 1577 
Proceedings in Massachusetts, relative to in- 
juring credit of, - - - - 1284, 1427 
Proceedings in New-Jersey Congress relative 

to refusal of, 1580 

New-Jersey Treasurers to receive in payment 

of Taxes, - 1596 

Resolution of Continental Congress, relative 
to attempts to depreciate, - - - 1640 
Bishop, Samuel, ____-- 267 

Blackburn, Thomas, ------ 76 

Blagge, Mr. ■ - - 187 

Blake, Captain Edward, ----- 27 

Bland, Richard, ------ 76 

Blankets, Letter of General Washington to New- 
England Colonies, soliciting, - - 448 
Answer of New-Hampshire Convention, - 470 
Collection of, in Rhode-Island, - 536 
Purchase of, by Massachusetts, - - 1282, 1374 
Effort to collect in New-Jersey, - - 1608 
Boardman, Benjamin, - 207 
Blockade of Boston, a Farce, - - - 613,884 
Bonnet, Isaac, Letter from Lord Stirling, - - 172 
Boote, Benjamin Booth, - - - - 56, 65, 76 

Boston, Prices Current at, - - - - 159,299 

Provisions of Ministerial Army in store at, - 160 
Distress of Inhabitants in, - 266 

Extract of a Letter from an Officer in, - 376 
Resolution of Congress relative to an attack 

upon, 379,380 

Attack upon, recommended by Council of 

Officers, - - - - ' - - 775 
Anxiety of General Washington to attack, - 840, 
900, 1192, 1203, 1502 
Army supposed to be preparing to leave, - 899, 
1483, 1501, 1503 
Bombardment said to be intended, - - 1157 
Opinion of Council of Officers on Bombard- 
ment, 1193, 1203 

Bounetheau, Peter, ----- 36, 44 

Bounty, for Artillery Recruits in South-Carolina, 58, 69 
On Manufactures, South-Carolina, - - 72 
To Highland Emigrants, - - - - 312 

Not expedient to pay to Canada Regiment, - 1405 

For inlistment of Seamen in Great Britain, - 1467 

On Salt and Saltpetre in New-Jersey, 1608, 1627 

Bouquet, Peter, ------ 55 

Bowman, Joseph, - - - - -116,119 

Bowman, Colonel Abraham, - 120 

Bowyer, John, - - - - -75 

Boya, Robert, Jr., Letter to New- York Congress, re- 
lative to manufacture of Gun-Barrels, - 1480 
Brainard, Daniel, ------ 267 

Braxter, Charles, ------ 75 

Brett, Francis, 125 

Bricket, Robert^ Commission to, - - - - 846 

Bridges, Colonel, thanks of General Washington to, 240 
Briggs, Captain, ------ 177 

Bringham, Major Asa, - ~ - - - 1 1 
Briscoe, John, - - - - - - -126 

" British American" Address of, to the Inhabitants 

of the United Colonies, - - - - 470 



Broadcloth, Charles, ------ 75 

Brooke, George, ------ 75 

Brooks, Captain Joseph, ----- 267 

Brooks, Deacon, - - - - - 1, 2, 3- 

Broughton, Captain, - - - - 158, 178, 214 

Complaint against, ----- 451 

Brown, Archibald, - - - - - - 110 1 

Brown, Benjamin, ----- 12, 18 

Brown, Richard, ------ 125 

Brown, Samuel, - - - - - - 267 

Brown, Lieutenant William, Memorial of, - - 320 
Brunson, Ezra, __-.--- 267 

Buckner, Mordecai, - - - - - -120 

Jiudd, John, Surgeon, ----- 54 

Buell, Captain Benjamin, ----- 267 

Bulfdey, Captain Peter, ----- 267 

Bull, John, Memorial of, to Congress, relative to In- 
dians, 202 

Resignation, - - - - 785, 1648, 1650 
Bull, Colonel Stephen, - 48, 61, 67 

BuUitt, Thomas, 129 

Bullock, John, - - - - - - 171 

Bunker's Hill, Enemy becoming uneasy on, - - 201 

Battle of, relief of persons for wounds and 

losses at, - 1225, 1239, 1280, 1300, 1329, 

1345, 1346, 1367, 1408, 1419, 1435, 

1437, 1438, 1439, 1440, 1441, 1446 

Burgess, John, ------ 267 

Burgoyne, General, Letter from General Lee, - 150 
Arrival in London, ----- 150 

Soliciting command in Canada, - - - 1125 
To be second in command in Canada, - 902 

Burke, WilUam, command of Schooner Warren, - 909 
Burnham, Colonel, - - - 12, 15, 21 ? 26, 195 
Burton, Robert, ___-_- 75 
BurweU, George, - - - - - -110 

Butler, Captain Benjamin, ----- 10 

Cabell, Joseph, -------75 

Cabell, William, Jr., ------ 75 

Caldwell, Mr. 57 

Calhoun, Captain, ----- 57, 65 

Callbeck, Philip, Statement of the case of, - - 451 
Calvert, Cornelius, - - -- - -109 

Calvert, John, -------56 

Calvert, Maximilian, ------ 95 

Campbell, Dr. Archibald, - 86,87,93, 94, 95, 105, 110 

Campbell, Arthur, 106 

Campbell, Duncan, Parole, ----- 525 

Asks permission to go to New-York, - - 940 

Released on Parole, - 1650 

Campbell, John, ----- 88, 104 

Campbell, Colonel Donald, Letter to General Woos- 

ter, ----- - 480,670 

Campbell, Lord William, Goveraour of South-Caro- 
lina, endeavours to procure Military Forces 
to be sent against South-Carolina, - - 32 
Letter to Governour Tonyn, 35 

Affidavit of Captain Wanton, relative to 

seizure of his Sloop by, - 36 

On board the Tamar, - - - - 477 

Forced to leave the Harbour of South-Carolina, 781 

On board the Syren, (Note,) - _ - - 1128 

Cameron, Allan, Letter to Duncan Camerftn, - 342 

Letter to Daniel Chamier, - 342 

Sent prisoner to Philadelphia, - - - 479 

In prison at Philadelphia, - - - 508, 1561 

Application for release on Parole, - - 959 

Canada, (See Generals Schuyler, Montgomery, Woos- 

ter, Arnold, &c.) 

Plan for destruction of American Army hi, - 156 

General Howe's plan for recovery of, - - 170 

Necessity of increasing American Forces in, 226, 

463, 479 
Remarks of General Lee on Committee to, - 248 
Reduction of, confidently expected, - - 353 
Importance of, _____ 454 

Letter of Monsieur Pelissier to Continental 

Congress, relative to, - - . - 596-603 

Advance pay to Troops for, - 798 

Troops from Connecticut, - 808, 

874, 917, 924, 930, 931, 933 
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'Canada — 

Troops from New-Hampshire, - 784, 

794,810,811,901 

Troops from New-Jersey, - - 850,1580 

Troops from New-York, - - - 1073, 1074 

Troops from Massachusetts, - 1370, 

1272, 1274, 1297, 1298, 1404, 

1405, 1408, 1409, 1441, 1444 

Letter of Continental Congress to General 

Washington relative to forces for, - - 878 
Letter of Continental Congress to Massachu- 
setts Assembly, on the same, - 879 
Vigorous preparations of Ministry for opera- 
tions in, - - - - 902 

Instructions to Colonel Bedel, - 908 

Recommendation of General Lee to raise 

Troops in, - - - - ' - - 1001 

Embarcation of Troops at Cork for, - - 1125 
Committee to go to, - - - 1184, 1672 

General Lee appointed to command in, (See 

General Let,) 1145, 1184, 1197, 1198, 1213 
Arrangements for the two Regiments in, - 1216 
Letter from Jacob Bayley to General Wash- 
ington relative to road to, - - . - 1500 
Proceedings in Continental Congress relative 
to Troops for, 1636, 1638, 1639, 1647, 1649, 
1650, 1651, 1654, 1660, 1662, 1674 
Address of Continental Congress to Inhabi- 
tants of, - 1651, 1653 
Articles of War translated into French and 
sent to, ----- - 1651 

Powder sent to. by Continental Congress, - 1672 

Printer sent to, 1689 

"Candidus" to the People of Pennsylvania, - - 920 
Cannon, Manufacture of in New-York, - 1080 

Proceedings of Continental Congress relative 
to procuring, ----- 1642 

Cannon, Daniel, ------ 55 

Cage-Cod, Examination of Harbour of, - 181, 182, 193 
Report transmitted to Congress, - - 454 

Committee of Massachusetts Court to wait on 
General Washington, on importance of for- 
tifying, - - - - - 1221, 1315 

Captures — of Ship Prince George, - - - 2, 3 
Rules of to be determined by Congress, - 22 
Of an American vessel, - 256 

Of transport-ship Blue Mountain Valley, - 851, 
868, 915, 987 
Of Sloop Polly and Ann,- - - - 1058 

(See Prizes.) 
Carhton, Sir Guy, Emissaries of among the Indians, 110 
Treatment of Americans in Quebeck - 175 

His defence of Quebeck, - - - - 188 

Letter from General Montgomery, summon- 
ing to surrender Quebeck, - 289 
Proclamation of, 488 
Letter to General Howe, giving account ef 

attack upon Quebeck, - 656 

Distribution of command in case of death of, 902 

Carmickael, James, - - - - - -124 

Can, Robert, 115 

Carrington, Ppul, ------ 75 

CarroU, Charles, Letter from Herbert Courtenay, 686, 1183 
Letter from William Neil, - - -1011 

Letters to Maryland Council of Safety, - 1195, 

1472 
Carter, Charles, (of Lancaster,) 75 

Carter, Charks, (of Stafford,) ■ - - - - 76 

Carter, Robert W., 76 

" Cassandra," Author of, ----- 1562 

"Cato," Author of, -1562 

Cattell, Captain William, - - - - 41, 56, 64 

Cary t Archibald, ------ 75 

Census, of New-Hampshire, - - - 5, 24, 901 

Of Isle of Shoals, ----- 771 

Proceedings relative to taking in Massachu- 
setts, 1302, 1308, 1424, 1448, 1451, 1452, 
1453, 1455 
Proceedings relative to taking in New-Jersey, 1 604, 
1607, 1622 
Chamberlin, Captain James, - 267 



Chamier, Daniel, Letter to Daniel Chamier, Jr., - 318 

Letter from Daniel Chamier, Jr., - - 337 

Letter from Allan Cameron, - 342 

Chopin, Nathaniel, ------ 267 

Chapman, Jahez, ------ 267 

Chaplains, Appointment of to Connecticut Troops, - 201 
Increase of in the Northern Army recom- 
mended, - - - - - ■ - 484 

Charkstown, South-Carolina, Committee, to examine 

what works are necessary for Defence of, 27 
Report of Committee, 49 

Vessels sunk for defence of, - - 48, 49, 50 
Ship impressed for defence of, - - - 50 
Regiment of Artillery ordered to be raised, - • 52 
Powder removed to, 57 

Hands ordered from Neck to, - - - 61 
Militia ordered on duty, 61 

Artillery Regiment stationed, - - - 61 
Proposition to draft four hundred Militia for 

defence of, negatived, 62 

Marks on the Bar ordered to be cut down, - 65 
Additional Batteries to be erected, - 70 

Citizens requested not to leave, - - 71 

Forges for heating Balls to be erected, - 71 

Ammunition delivered to the Artillery, - 71 
Charlestons, Massachusetts, Houses burnt and Pri- 
soners taken, - - - 612, 629, 884 
Chase, Samuel, Letters to Daniel of St. Thomas 

Jenifer, 947, 986 

Charlton, Lieutenant, ----- 39 

Chesley, Captain Alpheus, ----- 8 

Chew, John, 87,95 

Chijfele, Philotheos, ------ 55 

Christian, Michael, ------ 76 

Christian, Lieutenant- Colonel, ~ - - 91, 106 
Christie, Zachariah, ------ 124 

Christopher, Joseph, ------ 149 

Church, Dr. i?ew;amm,. Petition to Continental Con- 
gress, ----- 531, 1644 

Others in league with, - - - - 1 127 

Resolution of Continental Congress, - - 1646 
Clagett, Wyseman, - - - - - 11, 15 

Claims, Proceedings on, in Continental Congress, 1627, 

1630, 1632, 1634, '39, '40, '42, '46, '48, '50, 

'51, '56, '58, '63, '70, '72, '75, '83, '85, '87 

Clapham, Josiah, ------ 75 

Clarke, Major Stephen, - - - - 15 

Clarke, Jonathan, ------ 75 

Chrkson, Jesse, ------ 125 

Clayton, Isham, ------ 73 

Clifford, Captain Joseph, - - - • - - 9 
Clinton, General, command of expedition to South- 
ward, 902, 1127 

Arrival at New- York, - - 942, 965, 1106 

Departure from New- York, - - 1153, 1672 

Departure from Norfolk for the South, - 1507 

Chugh, Zaccheus, ------ 18 

Cobbk-HUl, Possession of by Continental Troops, - 201 
Cobden, Joseph, ------ 125 

Cochran, Captain Robert, - 43, 50, 64, 69 

Cocke, Allen, -------76 

CoMn, Major Peter, 6,8,15 

Coit, Captain, - - - - 152, 179, 194,227 
Colden, Governow, Letters to and from Lord Dart- 
mouth, 1125,1127 

Colden, Thomas, Sheriff, Declaration of, - - 156 

Colonies, general account of the state of affairs in, 359-363 

Plain hints on condition of, 1522 

Common Sense, - - - - - -1541 

General Lee's opinion of, - - - - 839 

General Washington's opinion of, - - 899 

No reply to, - 920 

Remarks of John Adams on, - - - 1 1 83 

Remarks of Major Hawley on, - - - 1191 

Address to Author of, by " Essex," - . - 1496 

Reply of " Rationalis" to, - - - 1527 

Conanwut, Barbarities of Captain Wallace on, - 262 

Concord, Battle of, relief of persons wounded at, - 1225 

Congress, Continental, (See Continental Congress.) 

Connecticut, Conduct of Troops of, 25, 157, 159, 168, 

169,177,180,183,191,193,213,231,484 
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Coimecdcvi — ■ 

Zeal of others, ----- 283 

Committee of Safety, 204, 389, 61 1 , 924, 967 
Newtown and Bridgefield, Tory Towns, - 261 

Assembly, 267,533 

Westmoreland, Act relative to bounds of, - 273 
Proceedings of New-York Congress relative 
to eruption of citizens from, into New- 
York, - - - 393, 400, 401, 422 
Opinion of John Jay relative to same, - 409 

Outlines of policy of Government of, - - 556 
Stonington, Letter of Committee of, to Gene- 
ral Washington, ----- 603 
- Fairfield County Convention, - 765 

(See Governour Trumbull.) 
Estimate of pay due to Troops raised in, for 

Northern Department, - - - - 1219 
Delegates to Continental Congress, - - 1643 
Connolly, Major John, - - - 88, 104, 112 
Taken prisoner, ----- 155 
In prison in Maryland, - 201 

Directed by Continental Congress to be sent 

to Philadelphia, 216 

Sent prisoner to Philadelphia, - 479 

Artifice to conceal papers, - - 453, 892 

In prison in Philadelphia, - - 508, 1563 

Letters of, - - - - - -617 

Application to be released on parole, - - 958 
Servant of, removed from the Jail to the Work- 
House, - 1565 

Order of Congress for confinement and exami- 
nation, ------ 1632 

Associate of, - - - - - - 1646 

Allowed exercise, ----- 1666 

Constitution, Necessity of forming for the Colonies, 467 

Continental Congress, - 1625-1692 

Instructions to Pennsylvania Delegates, - 471 

Petitions of July 8, 1775, - - - - 607 

Instructions to Maryland Delegates, - - 653 
Instructions to Massachusetts Delegates, 1265, 

1266, 1398, 1666 
Instructions to New-Jersey Delegates, 1608, 1676 
As arbitrary as the Inquisition of Spain, - 1 153 
Letters from — 

Lord Stirling, 164, 184, 202, 294, 354, 586, 596, 

621, 627, 764, 772, 837, 867, 913, 938, 1 199 

Walter Livingston, ----- 167 

General Washington, 180, 214, 237, 261, 262, 

291, 314, 357, 453, 485, 567, 629, 675, 772, 

840, 890, 974, 975, 1148, 1192, 1503, 1540 

Colonel John Bull, - - - 202,785 

General Schuyler, 219, 260, 375, 463, 479, 622, 

666, 802, 818, 852, 880, 898, 906, 938, 955, 

990, 1131, 1156, 1214, 1469, 1481, 1483, 

1499, 1510 

Trenton, New-Jersey, Committee, - - 225 

Governour Cooke, ----- 310 

Governour Trumbull, 365, 447, 590, 789, 930 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Committee, 371,561, 

619, 801 
Captain Henry Livingston, - 379 

New-York Provincial Congress, - 391, 1530 

Frederick County, Maryland, Committee, - 479 
Dr. Benjamin Church, - - - - 531 

New- York Committee of Safety, - 562, 1021 

Matthew Tilghman, - 575 

Monsieur Pelissier, - - - - • - 596 

General Arnold, - 627, 629, 838, 906, 1017 
New-Hampshire Grants, - - - - 702 

Colonel St. Clair, 867 

General Wooster, - 870, 1001, 1132, 1470 

New-Jersey Committee of Safety, 772, 814, 815, 

888 
Captain William Williams, - - . - 802 
Colonel Maxwell, - - - 813, 897, 923 
Lieutenant Hamer, (prisoner,) - - - 814 
Richard Huddleston, (prisoner,) - - 814 

Thomas Lowrey, - 850,851 

William Livingston, - - - - 923 

General Artemas Ward, - 936 

Captain D. Campbell, - - - - 940 



Continental Congress — Letters from — 

New-Jersey Congress, - 948, 986, 1490, 1600 
Lieutenant Amos Wilkinson, - - - 951 
Major Connolly, ----- 958 

Mr. Cameron, 959 

New- Hampshire Committee of Safety, - 964 

General Lee, - 965, 1000, 1117, 1475, 1509 
Eliza bethtown, New-Jersey, Committee, - 987 
Field-Officers of Third Jersey Battalion, - 1015 
Colonel David Waterbury, - 1154 

Colonel Anthony Wayne, - 1172 

JohnFraser, 1172 

Moses Hazen, - 1186 

Pennsylvania Committee of Safety, - - 1213 
James Mease, ----- 1537 

Commander of Pennsylvania Battalion, - 154 
General Washington, - 154, 

217, 379, 585, 686, 763, 781, 878 
Governour Trumbull, - - 155, 590, 782 
New-Hampshire Convention, - - 155, 782 
Frederick, Maryland, Committee, - - 216 
New-England Colonies, - 217 

Lord Stirling, - - - - - -561 

General Schuyler, - - 619, 783, 947, 1213 
New-York Committee of Safety, 783, 1073, 1074 
New -Jersey Committee of Safety, - - 783 
Trenton, New-Jersey, Committee, - - 849 
General Lee, - - 857, 1013, 1197, 1522 

Colonel Maxwell, 850 

Massachusetts Assembly, - - - - 879 

New-Jersey Congress, - 1013, 1601 

Conway, Captain John, - 160, 172 

Letters to Lord Stirling, - 234 

Letters from Lord Stirling, - - 259, 288 

Cooke, Governour, Letters from General Washing- 
ton, 193, 205, 214, 264, 298, 365, 448, 697 
Letters to General Washington, - - - 177, 
235, 356, 535, 591, 797, 856 
Letter to Continental Congress, - 310 

Copp, Captain David, - - - 6,7, 8, 15, 195 
Corlett,John, - - - - - - - 125 

CornwaUis, Lord, Embarcation of, - 1125, 1127 

Corsen, Daniel, - - - - - -149 

"Cosmopolitan," - 863,917,1164 

Costen, Isaac, - - - - - ^ - -125 

Cotton, Encouragement of manufacture of, in South- 
Carolina, ------ 73 

Council, British, Orders in, - - 1467, 1468 

Council of War, at Head-Quarters, Proceedings of, 774, 

1193, 1203 
Counterfeiting, made capital offence in South-Caro- 
lina, 74 

Court of Admiralty, for trial of captures, institution 

urged by General Washington, - - 180 

Remarks of Major Hawley upon, - - 1191 

Fees, Massachusetts, - - 1418, 1420 

Proceedings in New-Jersey Congress relative 

to establishment of, - - 1593, 1599, 1604 

Court of Inquiry, On Commissary-General Trumbull, 456, 

489 

On Major Parke, 489 

On Colonel Starke, 841 

Court Martial, for trial of Colonel Enos, 183, 192, 238 
Captain Spencer, ----- 584 

Lieutenant Dustin, ----- 977 

Privates, ------ 177, 

183,235,457,489,841, 1150, 1151, 1505, 1506 
Courtenay, Herbert, Letters to Charles Carroll, 686, 1183 
Covenhoven, Captain, Letter to Lord Stirling, - 279 

Crafts, Thomas, appointed Major of Artillery, 154, 236 
Cragin, John, ------ 12,16,13 

Graige, Major Alexander, ----- 13 

Cramahe, Lieutenant-Governour, fears general de- 
fection of Canadians, - - - - 170 

Crammond, John, - - - - - 124 

Crawford, Colonel William, - 120 

Creagh, John, ------- 131 

Cruisers, sea full of all kinds of, - 938 

CSee Prises — Vessels.) 
Culley, Captain Cutting, ----- 9 

Cunningham, James, ------ 124 
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Cunningham, John, ----- 114, 118, 

Cunningham, Patrick, seizure of Powder by, - 216 

Proceedings of South-Carolina Congress rela- 
tive to, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43 
Skirmish with Militia, - - - - 66 

Cunningham, Captain Robert, brought Prisoner to 

Charlestown, South -Carolina, - 28, 216 

Account: of his apprehension related to Pro- 
vincial Congress, 29 
Committee appointed to draw up charges 
against, ------ 29 

Defence before Congress, 29 

Committed to Jail, ----- 29 

Certain privileges granted to, - - 31, 42, 61 
Letter ordered to be printed in handbills, - 63 
Curtenius, Feter T., Letter to New- York Committee 

of Safety, 879 

Letter to New-York Congress, - 1154 

Gushing, Cohnel Thomas, ----- 176 

Cutis, Samuel, 5, 6, 18 

Dabney, James, ------ 171 

Dallas, Lieutenant, ------ 210 

Dandridge, Bartholomew, ----- 76 

Dandridge, William, Jr., ----- 131 

Dangerfield, Colonel William, - - - - 120 

Daniels, Captain Eliphalet, - - - 6, 8, 13 

Dart, Benjamin. - - - - - 55, 57 

Dartmouth, Lord, Letters from General Howe, 160, 

170, 256, 357, A&G, 699, 812, 835 

From "B. P." ----- 358 

From "An English American," - - 530 

Davenport, Abraham, Letter to Goveraour Trumbull, 220 
Davis, Captain Samuel, ----- 267 

Debt, Resolution of Continental Congress relating to 

arrest of Recruits for, - 1035 

Deane, James, Letter to General Schuyler respecting 

Indian Affairs, 1499 

Deane, Silas, Letter to James Hogg ; Outline of poli- 
cy of Connecticut Government, - - 556 
Letter from John Broome, - 1214 

Delaware, Proceedings of Dover Committee on viola- 
tion of Continental Association, - - 564 
Choice of Officers of Battalion, - - - 1647 
Delegates to Continental Congress — 

Connecticut, Credentials, - . - - 1643 

Maryland, Instructions to, - - - - 653 

Letters to, from Council of Safety, - - 780, 

813,903, 956, 1009, 1488 

Letters to Council of Safety, - 912, 

1161, 1491, 1507 

Massachusetts, Election of, - - - 1236, 1660 

Instructions to, - 1265, 1266, 1398, 1666 

Pay, ------ 1278, 1417 

New- Hampshire, Mode of choosing, - - 11 
Above reconsidered, -^ - 14 

Plan proposed by Committee, 16 

Letters to Committee of Safety, - 22, 24, 1495 

Letter from Committee of Safety, - - 996 
Credentials, ------ 1690 

New- Jersey, appointment of, and thanks to, - 1592 

Instructions to, - - _ - - 1608, 1676 

New-York, Letters from Provincial Congress, 392, 

397, 422, 429, 435 

Number, 436, 1627 

Letters from Committee of Safety, - - 785, 
1038, 1039, 1061, 1066, 1094, 1107 
Letters to Committee of Safety, - - - 1033, 
1091, 1092, 1097, 1115 
Pennsylvania, Remarks on Instructions to, - 471 
Letter from Reading Committee, - - 937 
South- Carolina, appointment of, - - 74,1642 
Virginia, appointment of, in place of Mr. Ran- 
dolph, 85, 1686 

Act regulating election of, - - 92, 142 

Demerit, Major John, . - - - - - 15 

Denbo, Captain, ------ 195 

Departments, Military, Division of Southern Colo- 
nies into, ------ 1689 

Derby, Richard, Jn., Letter to John Moreland, - 214 
De Santerre, Captain 1 recommendation of, to General 

Washington, 1202 



De Saussure, Mr. - - ■ - - - 50, 73 

Deserters, Disposition of in New-Hampshire, - - 15 
Resolve of Virginia Convention relative to 
persons harbouring, - - - - 84 

Punishment of, - - - - 177, 212 

Act for punishment of in Connecticut, - 272 

Dew, John, -------89 

Dexter, Samuel, ------- 778 

Dickenson, Dr. John, ----- 267 

Dickenson, Vessel, sent to France for Arms and Am- 
munition, ------ 658 

Carried into England, - 659 

Dickinson, William, ------ 125 

Digges, Dudley, ------ 75 

Disisoway, Captain Cornelius, - 149 

Dissensions, in Rhode-Island, - 232, 367 

In South-Carolina, - - _ - 199, 215, 950 

Disunion, efforts of Ministry to create in the Colonies, 287, 

308, 340, 341, 439 

Proceedings on in New- York Congress, - 411 

Sense of New-York Committee on efforts of 

Ministry to create, - 1028 

Proceedings in Virginia Convention on Let- 
ter of Lord Dunmore, - - - 1209 
Dixon, Rev. John, ------ 77 

Dodge, Captain Richard, reports of relative to move- 
ment of Troops, - 298 
Dodge, Samuel, ------ 188 

Donavan, Major Matthew, - 121 

Donkin, Major, Letter to, from Govemour Tonyn, 334 
Dorchester-Heights, Massachusetts, General Wash- 
ington preparing to take possession of, - 1502, 

Dorchester, South-Carolina, works for defence of, - 64, 

65,66 

Troops to rendezvous at, * - - - 80 

Douxsaint, Paul, - - - - - - 55 

Dow, Captain Richard, ----- 9 

Downing, Richard, ----- 13, 15 

Drake, Lieutenant- Colonel Abraham, 13 

Drayton, Captain Charles, ----- 54 

Drayton, William Henry, - - 53, 56, 63, 68, 74 

Drew, William, - - - - * - 75 

Drums, explanation of emblem on, 468 

Drummond, Lord, Letter to General Robinson re- 
specting reconciliation, - - - - 1149 

Dudley, John, -------9 

Dudley, Samuel, - - - - - 12 

Dumas, Monsieur C. G. F., Arthur Lee advised to 

correspond with, ----- 246 

Letter from Dr. Franklin, - - - - 352 

Dumond, Egbert, - - - - - -1131 

Dunkard, William, - - - - - -131 

Dunmore, Lord, References to, in proceedings of Vir- 
ginia Convention, - - 76, 79, 81, 84, 85, 
91, 103, 105,106, 108, 110, 115, 124, 128 

Cruelties of, - 121 

Proclamation of, - - - - 155 
Counter Proclamation of Virginia Conven- 
tion, 249, 258 

Slaves armed by, - 202 

Remarkable instance of humanity of, (Note,) 292 
Schemes of, - - - - - -314 

Troops sent from Florida to, 330 

Letter to Admiral Graves, - - - 347 

Letter to Captain Leslie, - - - - 349 

I-i^ter to General Howe, - 357 

Recommendation of General Washington that 

he be deprived of life or. liberty, - - 465 
Letter to Colonel Howe, - - - - 474 

Commission to John Connolly, - 617 

Proposition to negotiate a peace, - - 1208 

Fruitless issue of the above, - 1506 

Extract from his paper, and comments, - 1477 

Dupuy, Moses, 149 

Dutch, publications in, distributed by New- York 

Congress, - - - - - - 424 

Dyer, Captain Charles, Instructions to, - - 791 

Instructions to WilHam Watson, relative to, - 793 

Easton, Colonel James, - - - - - 189 

Letter to General Washington, and reply, - 1182 
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Eden, Governour, Letter from Lord George Germaine, 439 
Edmondson, James, ------ 75 

Edmondson, Major Charles, - - - - 112 

Elkins, Captain Henry, - - - 6, 8, 15, 195 
EUigood, Cohnel, ------ 125 

Elliot, Major Barnard, - 54, 69 

Elliot, Benjamin, 56, 68 

. Elliot, Colonel Thomas, 97, 130 

Ellsworth, O.,- - - - _ - - - 157 

Emerson, Lieutenant- Colonel Nathaniel, - - 13 
Emerson, Smith, ____-- 6 

Emerson, Timothy, ------ 6 

Engineers, great want of, in the Colonies, - - 353 
Enos. Lieutenant- Colonel, acquitted by Court-Mar- 
tial, 183, 193, 237 

Proceedings of Court-Martial, - - - 238 

Letter to General Washington ; resignation, 768 

Eppes, Francis, ------ 76 

Eppes, Major, - • - - - - - - 245 

Erskine, Colonel Robert, Letter to Officers of First 

New-Jersey Battalion, - 166 

Essays, fyc, Cosmopolitan, - - 863, 917, 1164 

Candidus, to the People of Pennsylvania, - 920 
To the People in general, - - - 951 

An earnest Appeal to the People, - - 1013 
Salus Populi, - - - - - 467, U41 

Plain Hints on the condition of the Colonies, 1533 
Speech of a Farmer on engaging in the Con- 
tinental service, ----- 1535 

Reply of Rationales to Common Sense, - 1537 
Common Sense, - - - - -1541 

Estates, of Refugees, Proceedings of Massachusetts 

Court relative to, - - 1233, 1344 

Evans, Colonel, - - - - 7, 18, 19, 20 

Ewing, Thomas, Letter to Colonel Smallwood, - 615 
Exportation, Proceedings of New-Hampshire Con- 
vention relative to, 18, 811 
Proceedings of South-Carolina Congress rela- 
tive to, ------ 73 

Proceedings in Virginia Convention relative 

to, 103, 107, 115 

Proceedings of New-York Committee of 

Safety, - - 1083, 1091, 1097, 1099 
Proceedings of Continental Congress, 1656, 1661, 
1665, 1669, 1687, 1688, 1690 
Expresses, establishment of, in New-Jersey, - - 1661 
Necessity of establishing between Head-Quar- 
ters and Congress, - 975 
Fairs, holding of, discouraged, - - - - 1708 

Falden, Captain Henry, ----- 66 

Falmouth, burning of, by Ministerial Troops, - - 215 
Notice of in despatches of Lord George Ger- 

maine, ______ 575 

Fanning, Phineas, - - -'- - -176 
Farmer, Speech of a, on engaging in the Continental 

service, - - - - - - 1525 

Fast, to be observed in Massachusetts, - - 1312, 1461 
Faukon, Nicholas, ------ 76 

Fees, Act regulating, in Massachusetts, - - 1275, 1410 
Fenton, Major Elijah, - 267 

Ferguson, Thomas, ----- 56, 68 

Field, Henry, - - - " - - - - 75 

Finnic, William, 92, 129 

Fire-Rafts, at Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, - 6, 31, 24 
Fisher, Hendrick, Letter to Lord Stirling, - - 172 
Fitch, Cohnel Jonathan, ----- 267 

Fitzhitgh, William, ------ 75 

Flag, Continental, hoisted on board the Black Prince, 360 
Union, hoisted on occasion of the formation of 

New Army, - 570, 710 

Union, hoisted on board the American Fleet, 964 
Flaxseed, New- York Committee of Safety propose 
to apply to Continental Congress for per- 
mission To eKport, _ _ _ 1031, 1103 
Remarks of Delegates on the above, - - 1045 
Decision of the Committee, - 1061 
Vessel loading with, at New- York, - - 1123 
Fhet, Continental, Admiral appointed, Court esta- 
blished, and Flag hoisted, - - 360, 364 
Pennsylvania Committee of Safety requested 
to supply with Powder and Small-Arms, - 503 



Fleet, Continental — 

Permission to search outward-bound Vessels, 503 
Orders to navigate down to Reedy-Island, - 506 
General Washington fears delay in fitting out 
* will defeat the object of, - - - 571 
Orders to Commander-in-Chief, - - 578 

Sailing of, 964 

Sailing Orders, - - - - -1179 

Signals, - - - - - -1179 

Supposed intention of British Vessels to at- 
tack, ■ - - - - - - 1180 

Hornet and Wasp ready to sail, - - 1637 

Servants not to be employed in, without con- 
sent of their Masters, - - - - 1642 

Tender to be purchased, - 1644 

Direction of, to be left with the Marine Com- 
mittee, ------ 1654 

Orders in favour of Naval Committee, 1659, 1664 
Paper relating to signals of the Enemy com- 
municated to,' 1667 
Resolution of Continental Congress relative 
to Naval Stores, ----- 1669 

Zeal of Workmen engaged in building, to in- 
list, - - - - - - -1671 

Fleet, Ministerial, Lord Howe appointed to command 

of, H26 

Disposition of, - - - - -1127 

(See Vessels.} 
Flemming, Colonel Thomas, - - - - 120 

Flemming, Richard, ------ 75 

Fletchall, Colonel Thomas, - - - - - 41 

At the head of the King's party in South- 
Carolina, ------ 199 

Floating Battery, plan for construction of, - - 780 

Flood, Captain, 40 

Florida, situation of affairs in, - - - 316-353 

Return of his Majesty's Forces in, - 321-328 

Fogartie, Joseph, ------ 55 

Fogg, Major Josiah, ------ 13 

Folsom, Colonel Jeremiah, ----- 20 

Folsom, General Nathaniel, Letter to New -Hamp- 
shire Committee of Safety, - 207 
Folsom, Thomas, ------ 6 

Foot, Daniel, 267 

Ford, John, 40 

Fordice, Captain, Letter to Captain Urquhart, - 350 

"Forester," Author of, 1562 

Fortifications, erection of in New-Hampshire, 1, 2, 3, 12 

In Connecticut, - - 926, 928, 929, 969 

In Massachusetts, - - - - 1285, 1300 

In Pennsylvania, - 1564, 1578 

In New-York, (See Highlands.") 

In Maryland, - - - - 1739, 1743 

Fowey, man-of-war, attempt on, not expedient, - 794 
Fowle, Daniel, ------ 1 

France, American Ports recommended to be opened 

to, - - - ~- - - - 779 

Will wink at exportation of Arms and Am- 
munition, ------ 1126 

(See Arms and Ammunition.) 
General from, willing to enter the American 
Army, - - - - - - 1126 

Additional Forces from, in the West-Indies, - 1 159 

Franking Privilege, granted to Private Soldiers, - 1637 

Franklin, Dr. Benjamin, Letter to M, Dumas, - 352 

Letter from Arthur Lee, - - - - 1125 

Franklin, Governour William, forbidden to leave New- 
Jersey, ------ 596 

Secured, ____-- 621 

On parole, ------ 637 

Eraser, John, Memorial of, to Continental Congress, 1 172 
Frederick, Andrew, ------ 73 

French, Captain Abraham, 9 

French, Major Christopher, recommended by General 

Lee to be put on parole, - 695 

Reply to application for leave to go to Eu- 
rope, - - - - - 996 

French, Joseph, application to New-York Congress 

to be released from confinement, - - 1181 
Frye, Joseph, ------- 1639 

Furlong, Major, Letter to General Gage, - - 319 
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Gadsden, Christopher, - 

Letter to Admiral Hopkins, 

Gage, General Thomas, - 

Letters from Governour Tonyn, 
Letters from John Stuart, - 
Letter from Major Furlong, 
Letter from Captain Samuel Leslie, 



- 74 

- 620 
Tl, 112 

- 316, 320 

- 816,317 

- 319 

- 349 



Gains, George, - - - - - - 5, 7, 9, 13 

Gale, Lieutenant- Colonel, - - - - 12, 18 

Garland, David, - - - - - -75 

Garrett, Joseph, - - - - - -124 

Gates, General Horatio, Letters to General Sulli- 
van, 249,450,478 

Letter from General Sullivan, - 709 

Letter to Captain Stanhope, - 847 

Letter to Lieutenant Knight, - 847 

Gay, Colonel Fisher, 267 

Gee, Henry, 76,116 

Gelston, Dr. Samuel, Proceedings relative to, in Mas- 
sachusetts House of Representatives, - 1397, 
1414, 1429, 1430, 1431 
Georgia, (See Governour Wright.) 

State of, 1 159 

Officers of Continental Battalion, - -1160 
Gemaine, Lord George, Letter to Governour Eden, 439 
Letters to General Howe, - 573, 902, 949 

German, publications in, distributed gratuitously by 

New- York Congress, - - - - 424 

Gerry, Elbridge, Letter to Samuel Adams, - - 255 

Letter from Samuel Adams, - - - 541 

Letters from Major Hawley, - 1190,1220 

Declines appointment of Maritime Judge, - 1227 

Gervais, Colonel, 48, 53, 61 

Giibes, Mr. 47 

Gilbert, Captain, ------ 187 

Gilbert, Samuel, 267 

Giles, Benjamin, - - - - - -11 

GiUon, Alexander, - - - - - 44, 55, 71 

Gilman, Colonel David, - - - . 7, 16, 17, 18 
Gibnan, Nicholas, ------ 14 

Glover, Colonel John, Letters from Colonel Stephen 

Moylan, - - - - - 158,221 

Letter from R. H. Harrison, - - - 179 
Letter to General Washington, - 563 

Glover, Colonel Jonathan, Letter to General Wash- 
ington, ------ 168 

Letter from Colonel Moylan, - - - 179 

Letters from General Washington, - 466, 563 

Goldthwait, Captain Philip, - - - - 5 

Goode, Bennet, - - - - - -75 

Goodrich, Bartlett, 122 

Goodrich, John, - - 80, 111, 122, 125, 126, 128 
Goodrich, John, Jun., - - - 80, 117, 122 

Goodrich, William, ----- 80, 122 

Goold, Major Benjamin, ----- 14 

Gordon, Alexander, - - - - - -124 

Govan, Archibald, - - - - 93, 101, 107 

Government, Proceedings in New-Hampshire Con- 
gress relative to assumption of, - 11,17,20 
Continental Congress recommend to New- 
Hampshire to establish, - - - 20 
General Sullivan's plan of, for New-Hamp- 
shire, - 241 

People of Portsmouth prefer assumption of 

to be postponed, ----- 459 
Form of, assumed by New-Hampshire, - 583 
Difficulties attending the above, - 996-1000 

Thoughts of John Adams on, - - - 1 136 
Governour — Of Connecticut, (See Trumbull.) 
Of Florida, (See Tonyn and Moultrie.) 
Of Georgia, (See Wright?) 
Of New-Hampshire, (See Wentworth.) 
Of New-Jersey, (See Franklin.) 
Of New-York, (See Tryon.) 
Of North-Carolina, (See Martin.) 
Of Pennsylvania, (See Penn.) 
Of Rhode-Island, (See Cooke.) 
Of South-Carolina, (See Campbell.) 
Of Virginia, (See Dunmore.) 
Graham, Elisha, _ - - - 
Granger, Captain Abraham, 



Grant, Brigadier-General, Letter from Alexander 

Skinner, ------ 329 

Letter from Frederick George Mulcaster, - 329 

Letter from Spencer Man, - 335 

Letter from John Moultrie, ... 336 

Granville, Hugh, - - - - - - 125 

Graves, Admiral, Instructions to Captain Parker, - 308 
Letter from. Governour Tonyn, - 316 

Letter from Lieutenant John Graves, - - 327 
Letter from Captain Montagu, - - - 343 
Letter from Lord Dunmore, - - - 347 
Letter from Captain Squire, - 351 

Studies nothing but getting Money, - - 587 
Graves, Lieutenant John, Letter to Admiral Graves, 327 
Gray, Edwin, - - - - - --76 

Gray, Lieutenant, ------ 177 

Great Bridge, Battle of, 81, 85, 110, 125, 128, 171, 183, 

224, 228, 233, 349, 540 

Letters from, ----- - 244, 245 

Greely, Major Samuel, - - - ' - 1 1 
Green, Thomas, ------ 40 

Greene, General Nathanael, Letters to Governour 

Ward, 231,311 

Letter to Jacob Greene, - - - ' - 367 

Letters to Samuel Ward, - - - 482, 571 

Letter to General Washington, - - - 1470 

Gregg, Lieutenant- Colonel William, - - - 13 

Greggs, Ichabod, ------ 267 

Grenell, John, ------- 185 
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102, 104, 111 

- 267 

- 26 

- 11 

- 11 

- 11 
- 893, 894 

- 1127 

- 267 
54, 55 

- 124 



Gridley, Colonel, - - - - 
Griffith, Rev. Mr. - 
Griswold, Matthew, - - - - 
Hackett, Colonel, - - - - 
Hale, Colonel Enoch, - - - 

Hah, Lieutenant- Colonel John, - 
Hale, Lieutenant- Colonel Thomas, 
Halifax, proposition of expedition against, 

To be Naval Depot, 
Hall, Daniel, - - - - - 
Hall, George Abbot, - - - - 
Hall, Dr. Thomas, - - - - 

Hall, Rev. Thomas, 171 

Halsey, Lieutenant, turbulent and seditious, - 219, 248 
To be tried by a Court-Martial, - - 1637 

Halstead, Matthias, 247 

Hamer, Lieutenant, thanks to Continental Congress, 814 
Hamilton, James, - - - - - -124 

Hamlin, Jabez, ------ 267 

Hammond, Captain, - - - - - 55, 61, 65 

Hancock, John, (See Continental Congress.) 

Appointed First Major-General of Massachu- 
setts Militia, 1294 

Hanley, Charles, 125 

Harleston, John, 42, 65 

Harman, Captain John, - - - - - 267 

Harmanson, John, ------ 97 

Harrington, Captain, a 56, 65 

Harris, Rev. Mr. - - - - - - 65 

Harrison, Benjamin, ------ 75 

Harrison, Richard, Letter from Maryland Council of 
Safety, ------ 

Harrison, Robert H., has the unbounded confidence 
of General Washington, - 

Letter to Council of Massachusetts, - 

Letters to William Bartlett, 178, 625, 709, 1018 

Letter to William Palfrey, - - - 178 

Letters to General Ward, - 

Letter to Thomas Crafts, 

Letter to Dr. Wheelock, - 

Letter to Rev. Dr. Stiles, 

Letter to Colonel Loammi Baldwin. 

Letters to James Warren, 

Letter to General Thomas, 

Letters to William Watson : 
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- 249 

- 249 
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- 284, 1133 

- 466 

- 793, 
857, 878, 909, 1498 

- 793 

- 832 

- 939 



Letter to Stephen Moylan, 
Letter to General Sullivan, - - - 
Letter to Winthrop Sargent, - - - 
Letter to Springfield, Massachusetts, Com- 
mittee, ------ 973 

Letter to Levi Allen, - - - - 973 
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Morrison, Robert H.— 

Letter to George Gregory, - - - 974 
Letter to Christopher Leffingwell, - - 1148 
Letter to Colonel James Easton, - - 1182 
Letter to Rev. James Lyon, - 1182 

Hart, Oliver, - - - - -- .74 

Hart, William De, Letter to Lord Stirling, - - 210 
Hartley, David, Plan of Reconciliation proposed by, 20 

Harvie, Mr. 83 

Hasbrouck, Colonel, Letter to New-Jersey Congress, 307 
Hatfield, Abner, ------ 247 

Havens, James, - - - - - - 176 

Hawley, Major Joseph, Letter to Elbridge Gerry, 1190, 

1220 
Haywood, William, ------ 76 

Hayes, Captain Samuel, ----- 9 

Hazelton, Captain, ------ 221 

Hazen, Moses, Memorial to Continental Congress, 1186 
Commissioners to report upon losses of, - 1649 

Order in favour of, - - - - - 1654 

Appointed Colonel, - 1650 

Appointment reversed, - 1651 

Reappointed, ------ 1655 

Committee to confer with, - 1656 

Hazeltine, Captain, ------ 177 

Head, Sir Edmund, ------ 44 

Heard, Colonel Nathaniel, prudent and zealous con- 
duct of, 1631,1639 

Ordered to disarm Tories in Queen's County, 

New- York, - - - -1631, 1639 

Released from care of Prisoners, and resolu- 
tion of approbation, - - - -1119 
Requested to guard Stock on Sta ten- Island, - 1 120 
Letter to New- York Congress, from Staten- 

Island, 1163 

Supplied with Powder, - 1642 
Committee from Continental Congress to con- 
fer with, 1663 

Report of Committee, - 1663 
Heath, General, Letter to General Washington, - 1476 
Difficulty on account of information given by, 
to General Washington, - 191 
Helpkinstone, Major Peter, - - - - 120 
Hendricks, Major James, ----- 121 
Henry, Colonel Patrick, - 93, 97 
Appointed Colonel of First Virginia Batta- 
lion, - 1669 

Resignation of, 1515-1521 

Henry, Captain WilUam, Reception by Northamp- 
ton, Virginia, Committee - - - 1471 
Hepburn, Thomas, ------ 89 

Hetfield, Moses, ------ 235 

Hewes, John, ------ 87, 95 

Hemes, Joseph, - - - - -114,118 

Heyward, Lemuel, ------ 262 

Heyward, Thomas, ------ 50 

Hicks, Whitehead, communications to, from Govern- 

our Tryon, - - - - 173, 307 

Hicks, William, ------ 131 

Highlanders, Petition of, to Virginia Convention, - 84 
Highland Emigrants, Land Bounty to, - - 312 

Highlands, recommendation of best position for de- 
fensive works in, - - - - 254, 1634 

Additional Fortifications to be erected at, - 387 
"Funds advanced to Commissioners, - - 390 
Committee to examine state of affairs at, - 394 
Report of Committee, - 420 

Further Report, - - - - ■ - 425 

Same ordered to be transmitted to Continen- 
tal Congress, - 429 
Letter of New-York Congress to Delegates in 

Continental Congress respecting same, - 429 
Pay of Commissioners, - 427 

Report of Committee appointed from Conti- 
nental Congress to examine, - 442 
Letters from New- York Committee of Safety 

to Continental Congress, - - 562, 1019 
Letter from Thomas Palmer to Philip Living- 
ston, 875 

Pay advanced to Mr. Romans, - - - 1020 
Resolutions of Continental Congress, - 1033, 1672 
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Highlands — 

Officer to command at, not yet determined 
upon, ------ 1033 

Instructions to Commissioners at, - - 1051 
Letter from New-York Committee of Safety 

to Captain Samuel Raymond, - - 1054 

Letters from Thomas Grenell to New-York 

Committee of Safety, - - - 1046, 1047 
Letter from Committee of Safety to Mr. Gre- 
nell, 1071 

Hill, Captain James, - - - - - 7, 8 

Hill, Captain John, ------ 8 

Hobart, Colonel Samuel, - 10, 13, 16, 19, 20, 207 

Letter to New-Hampshire Committee of 

Safety, 169 

Letter to New-Hampshire Congress, - - 449 
Hobb, Captain Nathaniel, ----- 8 

Hodgdon, Captain Caleb, - - - - 6, 8, 15 

Hodgdon, Captain Shadrach, - 13, 16 

Hodges, Randall, - - - - - -125 

Holcomb, Judah, ------ 267 

Holister, Abijah, ------ 267 

Holmes, Colonel James, Letter to Captain James 

Wynkoop, 212 

Holt, James, -------76 

Hoot, R., Letter to Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, - 606 
Hopkins, Admiral Eseck, Letter from Charles Gads- 
den, 620 

Letter from William Wall, - 657 

Letter from Committee of Congress, - - 763 

(See Fleet.) 

Hopper, Richard, - - - 103, 107, 115, 126 

Hopkins, Joseph, Report of, on Lead Mines, - - 261 

Horry, Colonel Daniel, ----- 74 

Hosmer, Titus, ------- 267 

Hospital, established in South-Carolina, - 80 

General Lee recommends in New- York, - 965 
Estimate for, furnished to New-York Com- 
mittee of Safety, - - 1026 
Howe, Colonel Robert, - 84, 89, 95, 99, 102, 103, 
106, 113, il6, 124, 127,245 
Letters to Virginia Convention, - 251, 
277, 452, 474, 538 
Letter to Lord Dunmore, - 474 
Letter to and from Captain Bellew, - - 477 
Letter from Member of North-Carolina Con- 
gress, -___._ 1488 
Howe, General William, Letters to Earl of Dart- 
mouth, 160, 170, 256, 357,466, 699, 812, 835 
Difference between, and Admiral Graves, - 266 
Letter to General Washington, - - - 454 
Letter from General Washington, - - 310 
Letter from Lord Dunmore, - 357 
Letters from Lord George Germaine, 573, 901, 949 
Letter from General Carleton, - 656 
Letter from William Smith, - 1000 
Application of General Washington respect- 
ing Prisoners, unanswered, - 466 
Howe,. Lord, appointed to the command at Sea, - 1126 
Roivell, Captain, ----- 164, 172 

Huger, Captain John, - 48, 64, 65 

Hughes, Lieutenant Thomas, 63 

Hughes, WilUam, - - - - - -171 

Huntington, Jabez, ------ 267 

Huntington, Samuel, ------ 267 

Huichings, Colonel Joseph, taken prisoner by Slaves, 202 
Hutchinson, Governour, character of, (See Cosmopolitan.) 
Hutson, Richard, ------ -jq 

Hyer, Colonel, - - - - - - -187 

Hyland, Robert, 131 

Imhoff, Captain Feyer, ----- 64 

Importation, Proceedings in Virginia Convention re- 
lative to, - - - - - - 109, 

114, 117, 118, 122, 123, 125, 130 
Proceedings relative to, in New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety, - 787, 1025 
Proceedings in Continental Congress, - - 1630 
Proceedings in Baltimore County Commit- 
tee, - - 1692, 1693, 1694, 1695, 1696 
Impressment, of Ship Prosper, 50 
Of Negroes, Horses, Wagons, 81c, - -66 



111 



1763 



INDEX. 



1764 



Independence — 

Must be the result of Ministerial measures, - 151 
Likely to happen, ----- 353 

Driven to the necessity of making a Declara- 
tion of, ----- - 368 

Inevitable result of Bill before Parliament, - 368 
Beginning to be foreseen by the people of 

England, 369 

Value of for trade, if Colonies should set up 

for, 455 

Totally disavowed by people of Portsmouth, 

New-Hampshire, - 459 

Not impossible that the present struggle 

should end in, 467 

Ought to be immediately declared, - - 472 
The indispensable duty of the Colonies to 

make an immediate Declaration of, - 529 

Earnestly recommended by General Greene, 579 
Resolutions of Maryland Convention on, - 653 
People of Maryland entertain no idea of, - 760 
General Lee convinced of the necessity of, 

from reading a Common Sense," - - 839 
"Candidus" to the People of Pennsylvania 

in favour of, 920 

The proper time for, arrived, - 953 

Opinion of General Washington, - - 993 
Thoughts of John Adams, - 1136 

Tone of the Press, 1140 

" Salus Populi " to the Freemen of Penn- 
sylvania, - - - - - -1141 

"Questions and Answers" relative to, - 1169 

Remarks of Major Hawley upon, - - 1191 
Duty of the people to maintain at every risk, 1210 
Anything short of will bring infallible destruc- 
tion, and that speedily, - 1290 
Must take place in a few months at farthest — 

mode of assizing Colonies in case of, - 1496 

Robert Alexander (Maryland Delegate) al- 
most convinced the measure is right, - 1508 
Will greatly increase the prosperity of the 

Colonies, ------ 1524 

The grand and final period of British admi- 
nistration in America at hand, - - 1525 
" Common Sense," ----- 1552 

Indians — 

Proceedings of Virginia Convention relative 
to claims on account of expedition against, 79, 
83, 86, 91, 93, 95, 96, 103, 
104,115,116,119,122,126 
Proceedings of Virginia Convention on re- 
port of Commissioners, - 106, 117, 127, 130 
Account of money expended at Treaty with, 109, 

115 
Efforts to excite against the Colonies, - - 110 
Nantikokes, desirous of removing from Mary- 
land, 202 

Letter from Commissioners to Continental 

Congress, ------ 259 

No longer good policy to foment difference 

among, ______ 317 

Intention of Ministry to engage against Colo- 
nies, ------- 449 

(See Six Nations.) 

Talks with General Washington, - 893, 908 

Miccamack Tribe to Massachusetts Court, - 946 
Talk of Oneidas and Mohawks with General 

Schuyler, - - - - - - 1131 

Proceedings of Massachusetts Court relative 
to trading with St. John's and Passama- 
quoddy Tribes, - - 1301, 1432, 1442 
At Grafton, election of Guardians of, - ' - 1422 
Offer to take up arms in behalf of the Colo- 
nies, - - 1481 

Invited to Philadelphia by Governour Penn, 1499 
Proceedings m Continental Congress relative 
to, - - 1644, 1650, 1651, 1656, 1662 
Indigo, culture of, in Florida, - 329 

Infantry, Officers of twenty-six Regiments, of the new 

Army, 633-646 

Inlistments, difficulties attending, 155, 563, 946, 975, 976 
Inoculation, prohibited in New-York, - - - 406 



Instructions, to Virginia Delegates, 87 

To New-Hampshire Delegates, - 459 

To Pennsylvania Delegates, reflections upon, 471 
To Maryland Delegates, - - - - 738 

To Massachusetts Delegates, - 1266 

To New -Jersey Delegates, - 1608 

Intelligence, South-Carolina Committee of, - - 53 

Ireland, British Officers recruiting in, - - - 1027 

Irving, Thomas, - - - - - -113 

Iron, importation of, into Massachusetts from South- 
Carolina, ------ 1311 

Isle of Skoals, Inhabitants of, in want of the necessa- 
ries of life, ------ 4 

Izard, Ralph, - - - - - . - 38, 53, 55 

Jackson, Dr. Hall, ----- 14,21,22 

Letter to New-Hampshire Congress, - - 153 
Jacobs, lAeutenant, ------ 177 

Jacobson, Captain Christian, - 149 

James, Captain Richard, ----- 168 

Jameson, William, - - - - - -125 

Jamieson, Neil, - - - - - -113 

Letter to Messrs. Glassford, Gorden & Co., 343 

Letter to James Anderson, - _ _ 347 

Letter to Edward and Rene Payne, - - 348 

Jay, John, Letter to R. R. Livingston, - - - 585 

Jenifer, Daniel of St. Thomas — 

Letter from R. Hooe, - 606 

Letter from Stephen West, - 885 

Letter from Thomas Johnson, Jun., - - 911 
Letters from Samuel Chase, - 912, 947, 986 
Letter from William Spear, - 950 

Letter from John Gunby, - 1534 

" Johannes in Eremo" to the Publick, - 527 

Johnson, Sir John, Proceedings of Tryon County 

Committee, relative to, - - - - 398 

Letter from James Gray, - 594 

Submission of, to General Schuyler, - 818-829 

Johnson, Fort, 45, 46, 47, 48 

Johnson, Thomas, ------ 75 

Johnson, Thomas, Jim., Letter to Daniel of St. Tho- 
mas Jenifer, - - - ' - - -119 
Johnson, William, ______ joi 

Johnson, William S., - 267 

Johnston, Edward, violation of Passport, - - 200 

Johnston, Thomas, - - - - - -171 

Joiner, Captain John, - - 27, 49, 50, 63, 74 

Jones, Edward, ______ 353 

Jones, Joseph, -------75 

Jones, Walter, ------- 76 

Journals, Of South-Carolina Congress ordered to be 

printed, - - - - - 56, 71 

To be in charge of Committee of Intelligence, 73 
(See Records.') 
Judd, James, ------- 288 

Karr, Robert, 104 

Kay, John, - - - - - - -125 

Kenner, Rodham, --____ 76 

Kent, Captain James, reception of, by Northampton, 

Virginia, Committee, - - - - 1471 

Kershaw, Joseph, ______ 74 

Kettletas, Captain John, _____ 149 

Kidder, Colonel, - - - - - -11 

Kimball, Porter, 207 

King, Proclamations by the, - 377, 543 

Speech of, remarks of General Washington 

upon, 567, 570 

Speech of, remarks of General Greene upon, 572 
King, George, ---__._ 1 

King, Henry, _----- -75 

King,Seth, - ' - 267 

Kingston Packet, suspected of violating Continental 

Association, - - - 193,215,221 
Kirkland, Colonel Moses, reported to be in Charles- 
town, ------ 53 

Sent express to General Gage, - 316, 336, 347 
Prisoner at Cambridge, - - - - 314 

An illiterate and simple man, - 486 

Kirkland, Colonel, at the bead of the King's party in 

South-Carolina, - - - - 199 

Knight, John, Petition of, to General Washington, - 626 
Knowles, Deacon, - - - - - 12, 15, 16 
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Knowhs, James, - - - - - -18 

Knox, Colonel Henry, - - - - - 155 

Letter to General Washington, - - 188. 296 
Appointed Colonel of Artillery, - - 217, 263 
Letter to Colonel McDougall, - 296 

La Come, St. Luke, 156,1515 

Ladd, Simeon, ------- 207 

Langdon, Captain. ------ 3 

Departure from Philadelphia for Canada, - 22 
Langdon, John. Letter to New-Hampshire Committee 

of Safety, 1477 

Langhorne, William, ------ 76 

Larikford, Benjamin, - 76, 84 

Lasher, Colonel, ~ - -' - - -187 

Latourette, David, ------ 149 

Law processes, Proceedings in Massachusetts Court 

relative to,- - - 1311,1460,1461 

Lawrence, David, - 12,18 

Lawrence, Jonathan, ------ 185 

Laurens, Colonel Henry, ----- 38 

Lawson, Major Robert, - - - - 76, 99, 120 

Jjead, purchase of, by South-Carolina, - - 51, 67 

Encouragement of manufacture of, in South- 
Carolina, ------ 73 

Purchase of, by North-Carolina, - ' 301, 305 
Encouragement of manufacture of, in Mary- 
land, 730 

Purchase of, by New- York, - 1031 

Purchase of, by Maryland, - - 1701, 1709 
Lead Mines, in Virginia, - 85 

Report of Joseph Hopkinson, - 261, 591, 1672 
In Massachusetts, - - - 1310, 1457, 1459 
Leary, William, ------ 186 

Lechmere's Point, works erected on, - 313, 314, 454 
Works completed, - 1502, 1515 

Lee, Arthur, Letter from Committee of Secret Cor- 
respondence, ----- 246 

Letter to Benjamin Franklin, - 1125 

Lee, General Charles — 

Letter to General Burgoyne, - 150 

Letter to R. H. Lee, - - - - 248 

Letters to General Washington, 595, 694, 695, 839, 
942, 1144, 1198, 1537 
Letter to New-York Committee of Safety, - 830 
Letters to Governour Trumbull, - 946, 954 

Letters to Continental Congress, - - 805, 

965, 1000, 1179, 1475, 1509 
Letters from General Washington, - - 831, 
895, 1476, 1501 
Letters from Continental Congress, - - 857, 
1013, 1197, 1522 
Ordered to take survey of Rhode-Island, 356, 454 
Return from Rhode-Island, - - 484, 486 
Oath administered to Tories by, - - 488 

Requests to be sent to defence of New-York, 582 
Ordered to New-York, - - 595,702,930 
General Washington asks John Adams's opi- 
nion on plan of, - - - - - 545 

Reply of Mr. Adams, - 604 

Instructions to, 604 

Proclamation of, for raising men, - - 931 
Troops raised for, in Connecticut, 789, 790, 968 
Visited with Gout or Rheumatism, - - 880 
Lord Stirling sets out to join, - 93S 

Arrival at New- York, _- - - 942, \ 107 
Authorized to call out Minute-men, - 966, 1116 
Battalion requested from New-Jersey, - 1013 

Action of Congress on the above, 1592, 1601, 1668 
Rumour of approach of, to New-York, con- 
veyed to Committee of Safety, - - 1060 
Expostulation of Committee of Safety, - 1062 
Answer to the above, - 1075 

Escort ordered by Committee of Safety, - 1083 
Committee of Conference from Continental 

Congress, 1091, 1655 

Committee request copy of Letter to Com- 
mittee of Safety, 1092 

Letter from General Washington to Commit- 
tee of Safety, 1095 

Resolution of Committee of Safety relative 
to admission of, into New- York, - - 1096 



Lee, General Charles — 

Letter from Committee of Congress to the 
Committee of Safety, on the above Reso- 
lution, ------ 1098' 

Result of conference of Committee of Con- 
gress with Committee of Safety, - - 1 1 00 
Conference, - H08, 1109 

Cash furnished to, by Committee of Safety, - 11 12 
Saws ordered to be purchased for, - -^ 1116 
Intrenching Tools ordered to be procured, - 1121 
House provided for additional Troops, - 1 1 23 

Powder sent to, 1668 

Proceedings in Continental Congress on Let- 
ters from, - - - - - 1674, 1688 

Appointed to command in Canada, - -1184, 

1197, 1213, 1674 

To set out for Canada in a few days, - 1510, 1537 

Requested not to set out till further orders, 1522,1689 

Lee, Francis Lightfoot, ----- 105 

Lee, George, ------- 887 

Lee, Henry, -------76 

Lee, Colonel Isaac, ------ 267 

Lee, Richard, -------76 

Lee, Richard Henry, Letter to GeneralWashington, 201 
Letter from Edmund Pendleton, - - 201 

Letter from General Lee, - - - - 248 

Letter from General Washington, - - 465 

Letter from John Page, - 1208 

Lee, Thomas Ludwell, ----- 76 

Legare, Nathan, ------ 46 

Legare, Thomas, Jr., 38 

Leger, Captain, ------ 54 

Legge, Governour Francis, Proclamation of, - 195, 222 
Leitch, James, ------- 125 

Lempriere, Clement, ----- 54, 63 

Leslie, Captain Samuel, ----- 105 

Letter to General Gage, - 149 

Letter from Lord Dunmore, - 149 

Lester, Sylvester, - - - - - -176 

Letters, Anonymous — 

From Barbadoes, - - - - -1158 

From Boston, - - - 376,710,883 

From Cambridge, - - - - - 612 

From Charlestown, South-Carolina, - - 949 

From Cork, 836 

From London, - - 222, 223, 287, 368 
From Montreal, ----- 868 
From Newbern, North-Carolina, - - 1129 

From New- York, - - - - 587, 942 



From Norfolk; 

From North-Carolina, - 

From Philadelphia, - - - - - 

From Westmoreland, - 
From Williamsburgh, Virginia, - 
From an Officer in the expedition on Long- 
Island, __---- 

To a Gentleman of publick character in Mas- 
sachusetts, ------ 

Letters, Intercepted — 

Resolutions of Virginia Convention relative to, 
From Officers and others in Florida and Vir- 



1166 
476 
1153 

470 
1506 

858 

1144 

78 



gin 



316-352 

- 586 

- 615 

- 1149 

- 1719 

- 1722 

- 75 



To Lord Dartmouth, 
From John Connolly, 
From Lord Drummond, - 
From Henry Lloyd, 
From James Christie, 
Lewis, Andrew, - 

Lewis, Charles, ------ 15 

Lewis, Thomas, ------ 75 

Lexington, Battle of, relief of wounded persons, and 
compensation for losses, (See Proceedings 
of Massachusetts Court.) 
Linen, encouragement of manufacture of, in South- 
Carolina, ------ 73 

lAnn, Captain William, - - - - -119 

Lipscomb, William, ------ 171 

Liquors, excise on in New- Hampshire, 14 

Lisle, IAeutenant John, 65 

Livingston, Captain Henry B., Letter to Continen- 
tal Congress, ------ 380. 
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Livingston, Colonel Robert, Letter from New-York 

Committee of Safety, - 1090 

Manufacture of Powder and Guns, 1110, 1115, 1117 
Livingston, Robert R., Letter from John Jay, 
Livingston, Walter, Letter to Continental Congress, 
Livingston, William,, Letter to Lord Stirling, - 
Letter to Continental Congress, 
Letter from Lord Stirling, "77 

Loan, request of New-York for, from Continental 
Congress, declined, - 
By Massachusetts, to General Washington, - 1392 
By Massachusetts, for expedition to Canada, 1409 
London, anonymous Letters from, 222 223, 287, 368 
Advices at, from America, - - 439, 461 

Long, Colonel Pierce, . - - 5, 13, 14, 18 

Letter to New-Hampshire Congress, - - 593 
Long-Island, Letter from Colonel Waterbury to Con- 
tinental Congress relative to payment of 
Troops raised for expedition against Tories 

in, .- 11M 

Letter from an Officer engaged in the expedi- 
tion, 858 

(See General Lee?) 

k - ... - 160, 288 



585 
167 
354 
923 
1492 

1034 



948 
949 
212 
315 
975 

1633 

- 1337 
56,68 

- 229 

- 850 



Longslreet, Captain, 

Lott, Abraham, asks advice of New- York Commit- 
tee as to supplying King's Ship with Pro- 
visions, - - _ - 
Decision of the Committee, - 
Lounsberry, Gideon, Recantation of, - 
Lovell, James, Memorial of, to General Washington, 
General Howe refuses to exchange, - - 
Proceedings in Continental Congress relative 
to relief of, - 
Lovell, Shubael, - 

Lowndes, Rawlins, - - - - 
Lowrey, Thomas, Letter to Lord Stirling, 
Letter from Continental Congress, 
Letter to Continental Congress, - - 851 

Luxury, passage of an Act in each Province for the 

prevention of, recommended, - - - 472 
Lynch, Thomas, Letters to General Washington, - 218, 

687, 943 
ham, Rev. James, proposition of, for the reduction of 

Nova-Scotia, 460 

Reply of General Washington, - - - 1182 

McAllister, Hector, 110 

McClamhan, Captain Alexander, - - 120, 130 
McClary, John, - - - - - - 1| 

McDonald, Brigadier-General, Manifesto ol, - 9tU 

McDwgaU, Colonel Alexander, Letters from General 

Washington, - - - - 178,671 

Letter from Colonel Knox, - 
Letter to General Washington, - - - 
Petition from John Graham, - - - 
McDowell, Samuel, ------ 

McGregor, Jr., Major James, - - - - 

Mcintosh, Colonel Lachlan, Letter to General Wash- 
ington, on the state of the Province of 
Georgia, - - - - - 

McKesson, John, Letter to Lord Stirling, 
Letter from Isaac Nicoll, - 
Letter from Samuel Bayard, 
Letter from Egbert Dumond, - 
Letter from Colonel Samuel Drake, - 
Letter from Samuel Gale, (prisoner,) - 
McLaurin, Evan, - - - - - 

McQusen, John, 51/53, 55 

McQuesfer, Major William, - - - 'l l 

Macklin, Frederick, ~'$ 

Man, Spencer, Letter to General Grant, - - 335 

Manhi, Captain John, Prizes taken by, 152, 168, 179, 

180, 227, 237, 255, 313, 314, 863, 878, 883 

Letter from General Washington, - - 877 

Run ashore by a Brig, - - - 910, 936 

Mamfactvres, recommended to be encouraged in the 

Colonies, - - - - - - 472 

Encouragement of, in South-Carolina, 65, 71 

Encouragement of, in Virginia, - 77, 78, 79, 80 
Encouragement of, in Connecticut, 269, 276, 277 
Encouragement of, in Maryland, - - 726, 

730, 740, 759 



Maries, John, proposition to New- York Congress for 

making Nails, 2 1° 

Marshall, Major Thomas, - -120 

Martial Law, declaration of, in Virginia, - 79, 81 
Martin, Govemour Josiah, communication of, with the 
people of North-Carolina ordered to be cut 

off, - - ' 

Tory Pamphlets circulated by, - 
Proclamation of, 
Commissions granted by, - 
Martindale,Captain, General Washington laments the 
inactivity of, 
Captured, - 

Supposed to be sent to England, 
Maryland — , 

Instructions to Delegates in Continental Con- 
gress, __---- ODO 
Convention, ----- 711-762 

Letter to Continental Congress, - 
Council of Safety, powers and duties of, - 
Letters to — 

Richard Harrison, - 

Captain Forsylhe, - 

Delegates in Congress, - - - - ISO, 

• 813, 903, 956, 1009, 1488 
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789 

SIS 

75 
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1159 
165 
235 
1016 
1131 
1212 
1539 
40 



301 
306 

980 
981 

153 
255, 262, 448 
- 486 



575 
760 



771 

771 



780 
800 
800 
813 
920 
957 



984 
1009 



1135 
1152 
1161 
1167 
1211 



James Murray, - 

Stephen Steward, _ 

Mayor of Annapolis, - - 

Prince George's County Committee, 

Stephen West, - - - - 

Virginia Committee of Safety, 

Captain Ramsay, 

St. Mary's County Committee, 

William Spear, - - - - 

Baltimore Committee, - - - 1152, 1472 

Talbot County Committee, - - - 1 135 

Captains Kent and Henry, 1135, 1521, 1533 

William Hindman, 
Captain Veazey, - 
Philadelphia Committee, 
Gustavus Scott, - 
Colonel Sim. 

Captain Fulfnrd, 1468 

Committees of Observation, - - - 1479 

Colonel Dashiell, 1489 

Queen Anne County Committee, - - 1489 

Colonel Waters, 1491 

Captain Hindman, - - - - 1494 
Letters from — 

John Youste, ™2 

Captain Strieker, - - - 794, 1010, 1508 
Tbomas Johnson, Jr., - - - - 800 
Addison Murdock, - 812 

Joseph Robson, ----- 857 
Virginia Committee of Safety, - 866, 984 

Colonel Smallwood, - - - 867, 1 136 
Stephen West, - 885, 1009 

Delegates in Congress, - - - - 887, 
912, 1161, 1491, 1507 
George Mason and John Galton, - - 896 
Dorchester County Committee, - - 9Q4 
Field-Officers of Elkridge Battalion, - 912 
Lindenberger & McClellan, - - - 912 
Samuel Purviance, Jr., - - - 937,1167 



H. Hollingsworth 

Philadelphia Committee, - 

C. F. Weisenthall, - - - - 

G. Dashiell and W. Horsey, - 

Samuel Rarnet, - - z ' ' 

Thomas Contee and others, - 

Colonel Hollingsworth,- - 

John Harrison, Jr., - 

Thomas Ewing, - - - - - 

William Neill, 

William Lux, 

Princess Anne County Committee, - 
Andrew Beall, - - - -1161. 
C. Realty and B. Johnson, - 
James L. Cbamberltne, - - - 

Colonel Joseph Sim, - - - - 
Charles Caswell, - - - -1195 ; 



947 
951 
984 
985 
985 
1010 
1010 
1011 
1011 
1011 
1130 
1152 
1534 
1161 
1168 
1183 
1472 
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Maryland Council of Safety — Letters from — 

Queen Anne County Committee, - - 1196 

Benjamin Mackall and others, - - 1211 
Richard Barnes, - 1211, 1479 

Jacob Young, - 1468 

J. A. Thomas, 1489 

Dorchester County Committee, - - 1494 

John Day Scott, 1507 

David Stewart, - .- - - - 1533 

Baltimore Committee, Letter to Council of Safety, 937 

Letters from Council of Safety, - - 1152, 1472 

Proceedings, 1691-1744 

Charles County, election of Officers, - - 1494 
Members of Committee required to manufac- 
ture Saltpetre, ----- 1495 

Dorchester County, Letter jfrom .Committee to 

Council of Safety, - - - 904,1494 

Frederick County, Letter from Continental Con- 
gress, ------ 216 

Answer to the above, - 479 

Fredericktown, Letter of Committee to Conti- 
nental Congress, ----- 615 

Queen Anne County, complimentary Letter of 

Militia to Colonel Robert Tyler, - - 905 

Answer to the above, - 905 

Letter of Committee to Council of Safety, - 1196 

Mason, David, ------- 76 

Massachusetts — 

Assembly, Letter from Samuel Norton, - - 290 

Letters from General Washington, - - 672, 

698, 777, 996 

General Court, Letter to Delegates in Congress, 194 

Letter to General Washington, - - - 191 

Letters from General Washington, - - 191, 

291, 448, 861, 900 

Proclamation, ------ 833 

Council, Proceedings, - 1219-1312 

Letters from — 

R. H. Harrison, 168 

Governour Trumbull, - - - 175 

Colonel Moy Ian, - - - 176,227,1158 
General Washington, - 205, 478, 624, 1502 
Joseph Mayhew, ----- 769 
Newburyport Committee, - 792 

David Green and others, - 862 

James Otis, - 910,1158 

Committee of Marblehead, - 946 

Miccamack Tribe of Indians, - - 946 

James Sullivan, ----- 693 
Salem Committee, - 1205 

House of Representatives, Proceedings, 13 13-1468 
Letter of Yankoo laid before, - 258 

Dartmouth, fortification of Harbour of, - - 1435 
Falmouth, means for defence of, - - 1318, 1349 
Gloucester, fortification of Harbourof, 1231, 1317 
Lincoln County, Proceedings in House of Rep- 
resentatives relative to disturbances in, - 1433 
Distressed condition of, - - - 1457 

Majabigwaduce, Proceedings of Council on Pe- 
tition of inhabitants of, - - 1257,1288 
, Marblehead, fortification of, - 1290, 1304, 1443 
Marthas Vineyard, order respecting, rescinded, 1278, 

1419 
Nantucket, Proceedings on charge against, of 

supplying the enemy with Provisions, - 1227, 

1237, 1256, 1279, 1287, 1331, 

1342, 1344, 1423, 1431 

Newton, Petition of Inhabitants of, - - - 1234 

Northampton, Letter from General Washington 

to Committee of Safety of, - - 846 

Rehoboth, fortifications at, - - - - 1286 
Salem, Letters from Colonel Moylan to Com- 
mittee of Safety of, - - 193, 206, 221 
Letter to Colonel Moylan, - 215 

Letter to Council of Safety, - 1205 

Sandwich, Proceedings of Committee of Cor- 
respondence and Inspection of, - - 673 
Springfield, Letter from R. H. Harrison to 

Committee of, 973 

Symsbury, Letter from General Washington to 

Committee of, - ^ - - 235 



Matthews, Captain George, 94, 103, 114, 120, 130 
Matthews, Sampson, - 94, 103, 114, 118 
Maxwell, Colonel William, Letters from Lord Stir- 
ling, 166, 915, 916 

Letters to Lord Stirling, - - 295, 296, 463 

Letters to Continental Congress, 813, 897, 923 

Letter from Continental Congress, - - 850 

Mayo, John, -------75 

Meade, Andrew, ------ 75 

Meade, Lieutenant Yellas, ----- 167 

Mercer, Colonel Hugh, - - - - -118 

Mercer, James, -------75 

Merchants, Proceedings of meeting of, in London, - 197 
Meredith, Samuel, ------ 75 

Merrill, Lambert, - - - - ■ - -149 

Meriwether, George, - - - - - -171 

Mersereau, Peter, - - - - - -149 

Micheau, Paul, Letter to New- York Congress, - 149 
Middleton, Arthur, - - - - 39, 56, 68, 80 

Middleton, Henry, - - - - - 56, 68, 74 

Middleton, Thomas, ----- 53,55 

Miles, Isaac, 267 

Militia, South-Carolina, - - - - 62, 64, 65 

Virginia, ------ 83 

New- York, - - - 423, 431, 433, 436 

Maryland, 733, 754 

Massachusetts, - - - - 1233, 1252 

New-Jersey, - - - - - 1608, 1622 

Remarks of Elbridge Gerry upon, - - 255 
Ministry, British, measures of, - - - - 222 

Minute-men, New-Hampshire, - - - 3, 4, 10 
Virginia, ------ 83 

Connecticut, ------ 268 

Minor, Garret, ------ 171 

Mitchell, Cary, 94, 95, 96, 105 

Mitchell, Lieutenant James, 67 

Mohan, John, ------- 104 

Monaghan, Lieutenant David, 65 

Monitor, -------- 564 

Montagu, Captain, Letter to Admiral Graves, - 343 
Montague, James, ------ 75 

Montgomery, General Richard, conduct of, towards 

Canadians, - - - - - -175 

Preparing to attack Quebeck, - 190 
Letters to General Schuyler, - 188, 309, 464 
Joined Colonel Arnold, - 188 
Letter to General Wooster, - 288 
Letter to General Carleton, - 289 
Promoted to Major-General, - 294 
Letter from " The Faithful Union with Li- 
berty," - 382 

Letter from Committee of Continental Con- 
gress appointed to confer with, - - 445 
Letter from General Washington, - - 657 
Killed in the attack upon Quebeck, 480,482,582, 
588, 589, 666, 668, 706, 766, 768 

Burial of, 1652 

Committee appointed by Congress to consi- 
der proper method of paying just tribute of 
gratitude to memory of, - 1650 

Report of Committee, - 1654 

Funeral Oration in honour of, 1666, 1675-1684 
Remarks of Mr. Adams on the Oration and 

its Author, - - _ _ _ 1562 

(See Quebeck.) 
Montreal, surrender of, ----- 170 

Anonymous Letters from, - - 175,868 

Return of articles in Stores at, - - - 1219 

Monument, to be erected to the memory of every 

Commanding Officer bravely fighting and 

falling in his country's cause, - - - 764 

Moore, John, -------55 

Moore, Ret. - - - ' - - - - 176 

Moore, William, 66 

Moorer, Peter, -------73 

Morey, Colonel Israel, 5, 13, 16, 996 

Morgan, Dr. John, Letter to General Washington, 263 

To the Publick, 536 

Morris, John, -------43 

Morris, Jonathan Ford, ----- 17-2 

Morris, Captain Joseph, - - - - 164, 172 
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Moseh, Edward Hack, - - - 89, 95 : 

Mott, Edward, Letters to Govemour Trumbull, 876, 1133 
Mott, Samuel, Report on Fortifications of Connecticut, 695 
Letter to Govemour Trumbull, - - - 1 146 
Mott, Captain, .--.-- 868 

Matte, Colonel, f 

Matte, Jacob, ',2q 

Motto, of the United Colonies, - - - -468 

Moulton, Colonel, - 4 > 13 

Moultrie, John, Lieutenant-Governour of Florida, 

Letter to General Grant, - 336 

Moultrie, Colonel William, 43, 44, 45, 50, 51, 55, 69 
Mowat, Captain, burning of Falmouth by, - - 13T4 
Moylan, Colonel Stephen, Letters to — 

Colonel Wentworth, - - - 152, 264 

William Watson, - - - 152, 194, 255 
William Bartlett, 158, 206, 230, 231, 284, 285, 458 
Massachusetts Council, - - 176, 227, 1 1 58 
Salem Committee, - -' - 193,206,221 
Peleg Wadsworth, ----- 193 
Colonel Jonathan Glover, - 179 

Colonel John Glover, - 221 

Major Hawley, 846 

General Court of Massachusetts-Bay, - - 861 
Matthew Thornton, - - - - 956 

General Wooster, 1515 

Letters from — ■ 

Josiah Wentworth, ----- 168 
William Watson, - - - - - 179 

John Pickering, 215 

R. H. Harrison, 193 

Muhlenberg, Peter, 75 

Mulcaster, Frederick George, to General Grant, - 329 
Murdaugh, James, ------ 75 

Murdoch, Addison, ------ 812 

Murray, Captain, - - - - - -115 

Mutinous spirit, in Armed Vessels, - - 152, 181 

In the Army, 220 

Myers, Captain, ------ 164 

Nancy, Transport, capture of, 159, 170, 180, 256, 294 
Natal Stores, Resolution of the Continental Congress 
respecting, ------ 

Navy, (See Vessels, Armed.) 

Neaville, Joseph, ------ 

Neel, Colonel Thomas, - - - - - 

Negroes, Free, inlisted in the Continental Army, - 

Nelson, Hugh, ' 6 

Nelson, John, ------- 171 

Nelson, Thomas, 91, 101 

Nehon, William, ------ 121 

Newfoundland, to be garrisoned, - - - - 903 

NeufiiUe,Mr. - 49,50 

Neutrality, recommended to be held forth to all the 

Powers of Europe, - 472 

Newbury, Major Roger, ----- 267 
New-Hampshire — 

Provincial Congress, 

Letters from General Sullivan, - 
Colonel Wingate, - - - 
Dr. Jackson, - - - 

Portsmouth Committee, - 
Delegates in Continental Congress, 
Dutchess County Committee, - 
Colonel Hobart, - - - 
Colonel Long, 
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75 
40 
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- 9-20 
20, 25 

- 21 
21, 153 

- ' 22 

- 24 

- 187 

- 449 

- 593 



Assembly, Letters from General Sullivan, 768,794,862 
Council, Letter to General Washington, - - 809 
General Court, Letter from General Sullivan, - 709 
Letter to Colonel Hobart, - - - 169 

Letter to General Sullivan, - - - 195 
Letter to General Washington, - 709 

Letter to Continental Congress, - - 964 

Convention, Letters from the Continental Con- 
gress, ----- 155, 782 
Letters from General Washington, 448, 672, 699 
Letters to General Washington, - 470, 685 
Letter to Captain Salter, - - - - 573 
Committee of Safety, - - 1-10,1483-1488 
Letters from General Sullivan, - - - 159, 
168,221,450 
Letters from Josiah Bartlett, 22, 172, 658, 784, 837 



- 207 
214, 877 

- 654 

- 685 

- 1134 

- 1477 

- 23 

- 23 

- 810 

- 811 

- 811 

- 901 

- 964 

- 996 
23,996 



New-Hampshire Committee of Safety — 
Letter from General Folsom, - 
Letters from General Washington, 
Letter from Continental Congress, 
Letter from Westbrook Waldron, 
Letter from P. Begozzat, 
Letter from John Langdon, 
Ijetter to General Schuyler, 
Letter to Colonel Bedel, - - - 
Letter to General Washington, - 
Letter to Colonels Morey and Bellows, 
Ijetter to Colonel Waite, - - 
Letter to Major Bellows, - 
Letter to Continental Congress, 
Letter to Colonel Morey, 
Letters to Delegates in Congress, 
Plan of Government for, suggested by Gene- 
ral Sullivan, 241 

Form of Government assumed by, - - 583 
Difficulties relative to the same, - 996-1000 

Portsmouth, Proceedings in Committee of Safe- 
ty, relative to defence of, - - ■ 1 , 2, 3, 
4,12,13,14,15,18,20,21,22,24 
Instructions to Delegates in Provincial Con- 
gress, ------ 459 

Memorial and Remonstrance of, - - 460 

Remarks on Petition and Remonstrance, - 653 
New-Jersey — 

Provincial Congress, - - 966, 1579-1626 

Letters to Continental Congress, 948, 986, 1490 
Letter to New-York Committee of Safety, - 1117 
Letters from Continental Congress, 1013, 1153 
Letter from New- York Committee of Safety, 1120 
Proceedings of Continental Congress on Let- 
ters from Convention, - - 1671, 1689 
Application of Field-Officers of Third Batta- 
lion to Continental Congress, for Arms, - 1015 
Officers of Third Battalion, - - -1469 
Another Battalion to be raised in, - - 1639 
Committee of Safety, - - - - 660-666 

Letter from Lord Stirling, - - - 246 

Letters to Continental Congress, 772, 814, 815 

Letter from Continental Congress, - _ - 783 

Somerset County, Proceedings of Township of 

Barnard, on suspected persons, 
Sussex County, Tories in, - 
EJizabethtoum, Return of Powder borrowed 
from, by New-York Committee, - 
Letter Horn Committee of, to Continental 
Congress, ------ 

New-York — 

Address to the Inhabitants of, by Govemour 
Tryon, ------ 

Answer to the same, - - - - 

Number and sentiments of Inhabitants, state 
of Militia, &c., - - - - - 

Ever has been and ever will be a moth to the 
rest of the Colonies, - - - - 

Assembly, prorogued, - - - - 149, 447 

Remonstrance of Provincial Congress against 

the same, 407,413 

Dissolved, ------ 542 

Nomination of Members, - 702 

Circular of Committee of Safety to County 
Committees, relative to election of Mem- 
bers, ----- r ' 

Design of Government in calling meeting of, 
Prorogued, - - - - - 
Committee of Safety, appointment of, 
Powers of, - 
Absent Members urged to attend. 
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1020 
1028 
1153 

- 417 
418, 438 

- 796 



Proceedings, - -807,949,1017-1126 
Letters to Continental Congress, - 562, 1642 
Letter to Delegates in Congress, - - 787 
Letter to Lord Stirling, - - - 795 

Letter to the Inhabitants of the Colony, - 



Letter to Colonel Swartwout, 
Letters from General Washington, 
Letter from Continental Congress, 
Letters from Lord Stirling, - 
Letter from Thomas Wickes, 
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605, 994 

- 783 
655, 965 
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New-York — Committee of Safety — 

Letter from William Leary, - 693 

Letter from Robert Ogden, - - - 817 

Letter from John Imlay, - 817 

Letter from John Blackler, - - - 818 

Letter from General Lee, - 830 

Letters from John Graham, - - 857, 923 

Letter from John Fowler, _ - - 876 

Letter from Peter T. Curtenius, - - 879 
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Letter from Committee of Correspondence 

to Continental Congress, - 857 
Letter from William Bedlow, - - 889 
Letter from William Forbes, - 949 
Provincial Congress, - - 165, 383, 440 
Letter from Paul Micbeau, - 149 
■Letter from Theodore Van Wyck, - - 156 
Letter from Lord Stirling, - - - 173 
Letter from John Marks, - 218 
Letter from Commissioners for Fortifica- 
tions, 254 

Letter from Edward Jones, - 254 

Letter from' Colonel Hasbrouck, - - 307 
Letter from Samuel Stephens, - - 309 

Letter from Mamacoting Precinct, - - 381 
Letters from Tryon County Committee. - 400, 
469, 1180 
Letter from Richmond County Committee, 428 
Letter from John Brickell, - 788 

Letter from Officers of First Battalion of 

Minute-men, ----- 889 
Letter from Frederick Hartell, - - 898 
Letter from John Wylley, - 898 

Letter from Thomas Youngs, - - 906 

Letter from Arendt Van Hook, - - 916 
Letter from Guert Spt. de Wint, - - 938 
Letter from S. Avery, - 960 

Letter from Officers in Orange County, - 967 
Letter from Thomas Palmer, - - 1016 

Letter from Robert R. Randall, - - 1016 
Letter from applicants for Commissions, - 1125 
Letter from William Dusenberry, - - 1130 
Letter from Abraham Godwin, - - 1130 
Letter from Peter T. Curtenius, - - 1154 
Letter from Joseph Blanchard, - - 1154 
Letter from R. Thurman, - - - 1154 
Letter from Samuel Thompson, - - 1155 
Letter from Colonel Heard, - 1163 

Letter from Philip Brooks, - 1163 

Letter from Joseph French, - - - 1181 
Letter from Adrian de Ronde, - - 1181 
Letter from Major Rogers, - 1201 

Letter from William and Thomas Cock, - 1201 
Letter from Cornelius Wynkoop and others, 1212 
Letter from Azor Betts, - 1212 

Letter from Joseph Robinson, - - 1469 

Letters from General Schuyler, - 1470, 1510 
Letter from Orange County Committee, - 1474 
Letter from Robert Boyd, Jun., - - 1480 
Letter from Joseph Crane, - - - 1491 
Letter from John Hill, - 1532 

Letter from John Hammell, Jun., - - 1532 
Letter from Patrick Sinclair, - - - 1539 
Letter to Commissioners at Highlands, - 185 
Letters to Continental Congress, - 391, 1530 
Albany County Committee, Proceedings on 

Benjamin Hilton, - 1184 

Letter to the Committee for the District of 

Kinderhook, - - - - - 210 
Answer of Kinderhook Committee, - 211 

Protest of Kinderhook Committee, - - 579 
Order for Election of Committee for Kin- 
derhook, - - - - - 580 
Cumberland County, objections to certain ap- 
pointments, - - 309, 429, 430, 1024 
Association signed by all the males of 

Townshend, 430 

Efforts of Committee of Safety to restore 

harmony, - - - -1031, 1033 

Dutchess County, Letter of Committee to Pro- 
vincial Congress, - - ■■ . 187, 403 
Letter to Committee of Safety, - - 1117 



New-York — New- York City, Proceedings of Com- 
mittee, - - 185, 280, 355, 380, 689 

Circular of Committee to Inhabitants of 
neighbouring Colonies, - 958 

Petition to Provincial Congress relative to 
citizens of Connecticut, - 393, 400, 401 

Memorial of First Battalion of Minute-men 

to Continental Congress, - 889 

British Troops thought to be preparing to 
remove to, from Boston, - - 899, 1503 

Preparations for defence, Sec, (SeeGeneral 

Arrival of General Clinton at, - 942, 1106 

(See General Clinton.) 

Recommended to General Howe as proper 

seat of war, ----- 1000 

Cannon and Stores removed from the Bat- 
tery, - - - 1000, 1132, 1145 

Information on state of Militia, called for 

by Committee of Safety, - 1025 

Inquiries relative to goods supposed to be 

imported from St. Eustatia, - - 1025 

Commissions to Officers, - - 1031, 1032 

Ministerial Fleet expected at, - - 1045 

Proceedings relative to obstruction of navi- 



gation, 



1050, 1638 



Application for improved Night Watch, Stc, 1073 
Pilot stationed at Sandy-Hook to watch 

for appearance of Fleet, - 1079 

Transport reported to be off the Hook, - 1104 
Examination of the Mayor relative to the 

above, - 1105, 1106 

Look-out again stationed at Sandy-Hook, 1106 
Arrival of Transport-ship, - - - 1118 
Measures to secure Stock on Staten-Island, 1 120, 

1123 
Records to be conveyed to place of safety, 1 122 
Departure of British Ships from, 1179, 1198 
Appointment of Mayor, - 1201 

General state of affairs in, - - 1479 

Orange County, recommendation for com- 
mission, - 967 
Return of Field-Officers of Minute-men, 1023 
Letter to Provincial Congress, - - 1474 
Haverstraw, dissensions in, - - - 1475 
Discharge of Militia, - 1637 
Queen's County, Declaration of Inhabitants, 203 
Disaffected persons in, - - - - 372 
Proceedings in Provincial Congress rela- 
tive to, - - - 405,406,434,435 
Expedition into, - - - 764, 772, 923 
Declaration signed by inhabitants, - - 858 
Oath subscribed by sundry inhabitants, - 860 
Disposition of arrested persons, - - 1119 
Resolutions of Continental Congress rela- 
tive to, - - - - 1630, 1634 
Richmond County, Committee, - 149 
Letters to Provincial Congress, - 428, 1498 
Proceedings in Provincial Congress on state 

of, 434,435 

State of, 1040 

Election of Members to Provincial Congress, 1 069 
Letter of Committee of Sa fety to Continen- 
tal Congress relative to, - - 1094 
Proceedings in Continental Congress, - 1666 
Suffolk County, supply of Powder to, from 

Committee of Safety, - - - 1024 

Artillery Company recommended to be 

raised in, ----- 1026 

Letter to Committee of Safety, - - 1108 
Tryon County, Letters from Provincial Con- 
gress, to Committee of, - 397, 400, 1 180 
Letter from Committee of, to Committee of 

Safety, ------ 1036 

Letters to Provincial Congress, - 400, 469 
Proceedings of Tories in, 667 

Proceedings of General Schuyler, - 818-829 
Approbation of General Schuyler's conduct 

by Continental Congress, - 1661 

Account of same to be published in the 
Papers, ------ 1662 
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New-York — Vhter County — 

Mamacoting Precinct, Letter from Com- 
mittee to Provincial Congress, - - 38 1 
Petition of Militia, - 889 

Recommendation to Captaincy, - - 967 
Inhabitants spirited for the country's cause, 1016 
Place of rendezvous in case of alarm, - 1 023 
Prisoners sent to, - ■ 1010, 1071 

Letters to Committee of Safety, 1091, 1098 
Discharge of Militia, - - - - 1637 

Westchester County, Letters of Committee, to 

Committee of Safety, - - 596, 1116 

Cannon at King's Bridge spiked, - - 1067 

Proceedings on persons suspected of spiking 

Cannon, - 1068, 1072, 1082, 1083, 1084, 

1085, 1086, 1087, 1089, 1090, 1095, 1101 

Newton, Thomas, ------ 76 

Nicholas, Captain John, - - - - 414 

Nicholas, Robert C, - - - - - - 75 

Letter to General Washington, - 920 
Nicoll, Isaac, Letter to John McKesson, - - 235 
Night Watch, Military, of New-York City, Regula- 
tions of, 281 

Niks, Captain, ------ 175 

Non-Exportation, " Questions and Answers," relative 

to, - 1168 

(See Association, Continental.) 
Non-Importation, Memorial of West-India .Planters 

and Merchants in consequence of, - - 1008 
Non- Intercourse, of Great Britain with the Colonies, 

Petition of West-India Merchants against, 198 
Norberg, Captain John, - - - - - 4 1 4 
North, Lord, proposition of, - - - - 150 

Policy of, 174 

North- Carolina, Troops sent from, into Virginia, - 245' 
Provincial Council, - - - - 299-308 

Preparations for defence, - 303 

State of affairs, ----- 476 

Regulators and Tories making head in the 
back country, - - - - - 11 29 

Manifesto of Colonel Rutherford, - - 1129 
Highlanders awed into submission, - - 1488 
Commissions issued to Battalions raised in, - 1 627 
Recommended by Continental Congress to 

make vigorous defence, if attacked, - - 1627 

Powder sent to, by Continental Congress, - 1639 

Another Battalion to be raised in, - - 1643 

Norton, Samuel, Letter to Massachusetts Assembly, 290 

NorveU, William, ------ 75 

Nova-Scotia, Proclamation of Govemour Legge, 1 95, 222 
Proceedings in Parliament relative to, - 287 

Proposition of James Lyon to reduce, - - 460 
Reply of General Washington to the above 

proposition, ----- 1182 

An object of attention to the British Govern- 
ment, 903 

Report of Mess.Willard and Child respecting, 1 149 
Oath, Act of Connecticut empowering certain per- 
sons to administer, - 273 
Odiorne, Captain, - - . - - - -159 
Odlin, Rev. Woodbridge, - - - - - 17 
Oil, price of, limited by Philadelphia Committee, - 246 
Olcott, Benoni, ------ 267 

Oliphant,Dr. 47 

Orders, by General Washington, - 182, 240, 263, 456, 

489, 568, 630, 776, 841, 894, 977, 1 150, 1503 

By General Schuyler, - - - -1511 

Orillat, Mr. 917 

Otis, James, Letter to the Council of Massachusetts, 910, 

911, 1158 
Page, Abraham, ------ ig 

Page, Captain Caleb, - - - - 12, 15, 18 

Page, Daniel, - - - - - - _ 267 

Page, Major Enoch, ------ 13 

Page, John, 87, 142 

Letter to R. H. Lee, - 1208 

Page, Mann, Jr., 76 

Paine, Mr. 1562 

Palfrey, WUliam, Letter from Robert H. Harrison, - 1 78 

Letter to General Washington, - 880 

Palmer, Thomas, Letter to New-York Congress, - 1016 



Paper, encouragement of manufacture of, in South- 
Carolina, ------ 72 

Proceedings in Massachusetts on account of 

scarcity of, - - 1308, 1455, 1456 

Collection of Rags for manufacture of, in 

Philadelphia, 1562 

Paper Currency, (See Bills of Credit.) 

Parker. John, -------27 

Parker, Captain H., Instructions of Admiral Graves to, 308 
Parker, Captain Robert, ----- 21 

Parker, Josiah, ------ 75 

Parker, William, (New- Hampshire,) 6 

Parker, William, (South-Carolina,) 61 

Parliament, Notice of Proceedings in, - - 287, 440 
Parole, of Colonel Hazen, not thought binding, - 1655 
Parsons, Colonel James, - - - - 56 

Parsons, Captain Joseph, - - - - 6, 8, 15 

Partridge, Richard, ------ 89 

Patterson, Samuel, Letter to Continental Congress, - 200 
Patterson, Thomas, ------ 75 

Pay, of Officers in Massachusetts, thought too high, - 1399 
Of Massachusetts Troops, difficulty in settling 
mode of, - - - - 194, 205, 206 

Proceedings in Council relative to, 1220, 1222 
Payne, Benjamin, ------ 267 

Peachy, Colonel William, - - - - - 1 1 9 

Pearls, Captain, ------ 39 

Pelissier, Monsieur, Letter to Continental Congress, 596 

Assurance of casting Shells, - - - 671 

Delay for want of Coal, - 838 

Pendleton, Edmund, ------ 75 

Letter to R. H. Lee, - - - - 201 

Pendleton, Henry, ------ 75 

Pendleton, John, - - - - - -131 

Ptnet and De Pliarne, recommended by Govemour 

Cooke to General Washington, - - 235 
Recommended by General Washington to the 

Continental Congress, - 261,264 

Recommended by Goveraour Cooke to Con- 
tinental Congress, ; - - - - 310 

Recommended by Goveraour Trumbull to 

Continental Congress, - 447 

Return to France, ----- 660 

Penn, Govemour John, Letter from Charles Stewart, 251 
Letter to Pennsylvania Assembly, - - 1273 
Indians invited to Philadelphia by, - - 1499 
Pennsylvania — 

Memorial of Field-Officers to Continental 

Congress, ----- 655, 1640 

Recommendation to sign Articles of Associa- 
tion, ------ 795, 922 

Address to Inhabitants of, in reply to " Com- 
mon Sense," ----- 1527 

Officers of Continental Battalions, 1626, 1630, 
1632, 1633, 1639, 1642, 1649, 1650 
Additional Battalion to be raised in, - - 1632 
Memorial of Officers of First Battalion, - 1645 
Proceedings on the above, - _ _ 1647 

Assembly, Reflections upon Instructions of, to 

Delegates in Congress, - - - - 471 

Letter from Govemour Penn, - 1473 

Memorial from Committee of Safety, 1474, 1574 
An Apology for, - - - - - 1 535 

Committee of Safety, - 493-526, 561, 1561-1578 
Letter from Richard Swoope, - 837 
Letter from Committee of Privates of Phila- 
delphia Association, - 941 
Memorial to the Assembly, - 1474 
Letter from New-Jersey Provincial Congress, 1607 
Desired by Continental Congress to send Pow- 
der to Virginia, 1636 

Berks County, recommendation of Committee 

to sign Association, - 795 

Recantations, - 887 

Bucks County, Proceedings of Committee rela- 
tive to violation of Association, - - 462 
Proceedings relative to manufacture of Salt- 
petre, ----__ 795 
Petition to Assembly, - 1509 
Chester County, Proceedings of Committee, - 462 
Manufacture of Saltpetre in, - - 1012 
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Pennsylvania — - 

Lancaster, Letters from Committee of, to Con- 
tinental Congress, s - 371, 561, 619, 801 
Letter from Continental Congress, - _- 761 
Northumberland County, Memorial of inhabi- 
tants of, to Continental Congress, - - 1676 
Philadelphia, limit to price of Oil, - - 246 

New Committee to be chosen, - 848 

Letter to Maryland Committee of Safety, - 951 
Proceedings relative to refusal of Continental 

Currency, 941, 1211 

List of Members of Committee, - - 1162 

Speech of a Farmer on his engaging in the 

Continental service, - - - 1525 

Reading, Letter of Committee to Delegates in 

Congress, ------ 937 

Perkins, Captain Lemuel, Papers, Sic, relative to 

detention of Sloop of, - - - - 1205 

Perkins, Peter, ™ 

Peronncau, Henry, ----- 55, 57 

Peyton, Francis, ------ 75 

Petitions, of Pennsylvania, 518 

Of Continental Congress,- - 607 

Of Continental Congress, reprinted in New- 
York, - - " . " . - " 103 ° I 
Colonies requested to transmit copies of, to 

Continental Congress, - 1630 

Phripp, Matthew, - - - - -89, 95, 108 

Pickering, John, - - - - - -215 

Pierce, Stephen, - - - - 96, 107 

Pincheon, Lieutenant, - - - . - - 177 

Pinckney, Colonel Charles, - - - - 27 

Pinckney, Captain Charles' Cotesworth, - - 39 

Pinckney, Major, ------ 56 

Pinkerton, Major John, ----- 13 

Pinney, Captain Isaac, ----- 267 

Pitt, Fort, sale of, - 112 

Pitkin, Colonel John, 267 

Pitkin, William, 157, 267 

Place, Captain David, ----- 8 

Poillon, John, ' - 149 

Polhemus, Captain John - - - - - 160 
Letter from Lord Stirling, - 259 

Reply, 279 

Polk, Captain Ezekiel, - - - - 40, 46, 48 

Polk, Colonel Thomas, ----- 60 

Polk, Lieutenant William, ----- 46 

Poor, Colonel, -------1 

Poor, Loan from South-Carolina, for support of, - 57 
Of Norfolk, relief of, - _- - - 114 
Contributions in Virginia for relief of, in Bos- 
ton, - 284 
Publick provision for, by New-York, - - 437, 
1072, 1104, 1105, 1122 
Measures of Baltimore Committee for relief of, 
in Boston, 1694, 1695, 1698, 1701, 1703, 1714 
Porter, Colonel ElisHa, Instructions to, - - 995 
Ports, American, recommended to be opened to every* 

European Power except Great Britain, 472> 779 

Proceedings in Continental Congress relative 

to opening, - - 1641, 1642, 1643, 

1645, 1663, 1671, 1673, 1674, 1692 

Post Office, Constitutional, at Annapolis, - - 184 

Parliamentary, in Maryland, prohibited, 234, 713 

Under the Crown, discontinued, - - 453 

Powder — 

Proposition of Messrs. Penet and De PHarne 

to import, (See Penet and De Pliarne.) 
Seizure of, by P. Cunningham, - - 39 
Supply of, to traders in Georgia, - - 44 
For defence of interior of South-Carolina, 50, 71 
Purchase of, in Virginia, 79 
Importation of, in Virginia, - - - 122 
Encouragement of manufacture of, in Connec- 
ticut, - 269, 276, 277 
Purchase of, by North -Carolina, 30 1 , 304, 305, 306 
Requested by North-Carolina from South- 
Carolina, 301 

Mode of making ----- 370 

Want of, in the Continental Army, 458, 1 192, 1203 

Obtained from Hispaniola, - - 466, 1019 
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Powder— 



Manufacture of, encouraged in Pennsylvania, 517 
Manufacture of, encouraged in Maryland, - 726 
Efforts of Maryland to import, - - - 77 1 
Importation of, at New- York, - - 789,1029' 
Scarcity of, in Maryland, - 904 
Proposition for manufacture of, in Maryland, 91 & 
Scarcity of, in Connecticut, - 927 
Scarcity of, in New-Jersey, - - - 938 1 
Scarcity of, with Army in Canada, - 927, 939' 
Arrival of, at Philadelphia, - - - 947, 
1152, 1634, 1645,' 1667 
Arrival of, in Connecticut, - - - 962 
Portion sent to General Washington, - - 968, 
970, 1018, 1477 
Encouragement of importation in Connecti- 
cut, 972,973 

Purchase by New- York Committee of Safety, 1017 
Distribution of, by New-York Committee of 

Safety, - 1018, 1024, 1027, 1035, 1057 
New-York Committee of Safety desire to 

export Flaxseed for, - - - - 1021 

Remarks of Delegates to Congress on the 
above, ------ 1045 

Not to be obta'ned in France or Portugal, - 1027 
Manufacture of, encouraged in New- York, 1037, 

1052 
Efforts of New- York to import, - - 1 042, 1 057 
Livingston's Mill re-erected, - 1110, 1115, 1 117 
Manufacture of, urged by J. Adams, - - 1 140 
Purchase of, by Maryland, - 1152, 1701, 1709 
Manufacture and importation of, encouraged 
in Massachusetts, (See Proceedings of 
Assembly and House of Representatives.) 
Supply to General Washington by Massachu- 
setts, - 1307 

Importation of, by Robert 'Morris, - - 1507 

Arrival of, at New- York, - - 1539, 1636 

Importation of, encouraged by Pennsylvania 

Committee of Safety, - 1567 

Manufacture of, encouraged by Pennsylvania 

Committee of Safety, - 1567, 

1569, 1570, 1572, 1574, 1575, 1576 

Importation encouraged by Continental Con- 



gress, 



1630 



Pennsylvania Committee of Safety desired by 
Continental Congress to send to Virginia, - 1636 

Sent by Continental Congress to North-Ca- 
rolina, 1639, 1667 

Procured by Continental Congress from Pro- 
vidence, ------ 1644 

Directions of Continental Congress to supply 
to Troops marching to Canada, - - 1649 

Supplied by Continental Congress to New- 
Jersey, 1650 

Supplied by Continental Congress to New- 
York, - - - - p - - 1666 

Amount borrowed from Pennsylvania Com- 
mittee of Safety by Continental Congress 
returned, - - 1667 

Sent to General Lee by Continental Con- 



gress, 



1668 



Arrival of, at New-Brunswick, New-Jersey, 1685 
Supplied by Maryland to New-Jersey, - 1711 

Poxvell, Francis, - - - - - - 124 

Poythress, Peter, ------ 76 

Powell, Gabriel, 44 

Powell, Robert William, ----- 44 

Preniis, Joseph, ------ 76 

Prescott, Brigadier General, inquiry into the treat- 
ment of Colonel Allen by, - 311, 581, 696 
Ordered to be kept in close custody, - 585, 1627 
Prisoner at Trenton, - 814 

Refuses to give parole, - 815 

Guard placed over, ----- 850 

Ordered to be sent to Philadelphia, - - 1650 
In confinement in Philadelphia, - - 279 

Character of, 1178 

Committee of Continental Congress to ex- 
amine, ----- 1654, 1655 
Ordered to Jail in Philadelphia, - - 1658 

12 
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Prescott, Brigadier-General — 

Room to be inspected, and state of health to 
be inquired into, ----- 1658 

Report of Committee, - 1660 

Allowed servant, and Physician if necessary, 1660 

Removed to more comfortable lodgings, - 1662 

Prescott, Major William, - - - - 13 

Preston, Major, on parole, ----- 1633 

Preston, William., - - - - - -106 

Price, James, Letter to General Schuyler, - - 668 
Funds advanced by, to Army in Canada, - 669, 

674, 838 
Price, Rev. Thomas, - - - - 77, 131 

Price Current, at Boston, December 1, 1775, - 159 

Prisoners, taken by Lord Dunmore, 82 

Taken in Prizes, disposition of, 152, 158, 176, 227 
Captain and Midshipmen taken on shore, 177, 214 
Taken at St. John's, disposition of, 155, J 90, 205, 
235, 248, 371, 542, 56*1, 619, 772, 801, 937 
Permit to go to the West-Indies, - - 214 

Application to New-York Congress to extend 

parole, ------ 389 

Exchange of, not yet agreed upon, - - 291 
Application of General Washington to Gene- 
ral Howe for exchange of, unanswered, 466, 486 
Exchange of correspondence upon, between 

Colonel Howe and Lord Dunmore, - 474 

Petition of Lieutenant Hamer granted, 814, 1644 
Application of Richard Huddleston, Surgeon, 

for release, - - - - - -814 

Letter from New-Jersey Committee of Safety 

to Continental Congress, relative to, 814, 815 
Orders of General Schuyler, relative to, - 816 
Not to be inlisted in Continental Army, 867, 1660 
His Majesty's name not to be used in any 

negotiation for exchange of, - - - 903 

Recommendation of General Washington to 
treat kindly, ----- 973 

Not permitted to remove from place of parole, 974 
Application of General Washington for ex- 
change of Mr. Lovell, - - - - 975 

Necessity of the appointment of a Commis- 
sary to provide for, - 974 
Application of Captain Wood for extension 

of parole, 1133 

Letter from Pennsylvania Committee of Safety 
to Continental Congress respecting, at Lan- 
caster, 1213 

Proceedings of Massachusetts Court relative 

to, - - - 1223, 1224, 1253, 1322 
Letter of Edward Williams to Governour 

Trumbull, 1514 

Letter of Samuel Gale to John McKesson, - 1539 
Proceedings in Continental Congress relative 
to, - - - - 1633, 1637, 1640, 

1641,1644,1660, 1661, 1664, 1665, 1689 
Privateers, Petition to Massachusetts Court for leave 

to fit out, 1297 

Petition of Salem Committee praying to be 
instructed what is their duty respecting cap- 
tures made by, ----- 1319 

Resolution of Massachusetts House of Rep- 
resentatives respecting, - 1332 
Prizes, taken by Continental Armed Vessels, - 154, 
158, 168, 169, 179, 192, 227, 230, 237, 
266, 294, 448, 486. 792, 863, 939, 974 
Court for trial of, proposed by General Wash- 
ington, ------ 180 

Petition of Town of Beverley for protection of, 236 
Proclamation by the King, appointing distri- 
bution of, ----- - 377 

Off Sandy-Hook, opportunity for taking, - 795 
Distribution of, 563, 1634 

Resolutions of Continental Congress relative to, 1046 
Proclamation, by Lord Dunmore, - 79, 201, 202 

By Governour Tryon, - - 149, 447, 542 
By Governour Legge, - 195, 222 

By Virginia Convention, - - 81, 249, 258 

By Governour Chester, - 341 

By the King, - - - - Bll, 543 

By Governour Carleton, - 488 



Proclamation — 

By Massachusetts Court, - 833, 

1237, 1246, 1268, 1410 

By Governour Trumbull, - - 931, 932, 933 

By Governour Martin, - 980 

By General McDonald, - 982 

Prosper. Ship, impressed and fitted for service, - 50, 

54, 57, 63, 64, 66, 69, 71 

Providence, wonderful interposition of, in affairs of 

America, ------ 256 

Provisions, refused by Virginia Committee to his 

Majesty's Ships, ----- 99 

Supply of, to enemy by inhabitants of Long- 
Island, 175 

Supply of, to inhabitants of Nantucket, - 176 
Supplying, to Ministerial Vessels earnestly 

reproved, ------ 592 

Supplied by Newport to Captain Wallace, - 798 
Requested for Men-of-War at Savannah, 799, 1128 
New York Committee of Safety recommend 

not to furnish, to King's Ship, - - 948 

Efforts to procure, from St. Eustatia and 

Georgia, ------ 949 

Refused to King's Ships at Charlestown, - '950 
Resolution of New York Committee of Safety 

relative to sale of barrelled Pork, - - 1121 

Measures to secure Stock on Staten-Island 

from Ministerial Troops, - 1120, 1123 

Efforts of General Howe to procure, from Bar- 

badoes, - - - - - -1158 

Proceedings b Massachusetts Council relative 
to inhabitants of Nantucket supplying ene- 
my with, - 1227, 1237, 1256, 1279, 1287 
Importation of, into Massachusetts from South- 
ern Colonies, - - 1310, 1312, 145S 
To be purchased for Massachusetts in western 
part of the Colony, - - - - 1461 

Orders in British Council respecting exporta- 
tion, &lc, of, ----- 1467 

Great want of, in Army in Canada, - - 1470 

New-Jersey Congress request not to suffer to 

be shipped to New-York, - 1597 

Letter relative to, intercepted by Baltimore 
Committee, - - - - -1719 

Shipped from Baltimore to New- England, - 1732, 
1737, 1741 
Provost-Marshal, Commission and instructions to, - 593 
Punishment of enemies to America, Ordinance esta- 
blishing mode of, in Virginia, - - 145 
Purves, Captain John. ----- 48 

Putnam, General Israel, - 157, 159 

Letter to General Washington, - - - 1 82 
Putnam, Rufus, Letter to General Washington, - 1008 
Quakers, Testimony and principles of, touching the 

commotions in America, - 785 

Quebeck, reduction of, expected, - - - - 170, 

175,181, 192,201,368 

Plan of attack, 1 58 

Preparations for attack, - - - 190,289 
Reported to be taken, - 202 

Anonymous Letters from, - - 204, 290, 296 
Necessity of changing plan of attack, - - 464 
Unsuccessful attack upon, - 480, 481,582, 

588, 589, 666, 705, 706-709, 766,768, 78 1 , 782 
Inhabitants who refuse to take up arms ordered 

to leave, ------ 488 

General Carleton's account of attack, - - 656 
List of Americans killed and wounded at, - 675 
Necessity of recruits being sent to, - 766, 767 
Troops sent to, - - 768, 773, 781, 782, 783 
Blockade of, continued, - 1148 

Account of attack published by Continental 

Congress, - - - - - -1651 

(See Montgomery, Arnold, fyc.) 
Quincy, Josiah, Letter to General Washington, - 1204 
Quit Rents, an Act for the application of, to erecting 

fortifications recommended, - 472 

Rainbow, Sloop, papers, inc., relative to, - - 1205 

Rains, Ambrose, ----- 87, 95 

Randolph, Edmund, - - - - - 146 

Randolph, Peyton, ----- 76,127 
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Randolph, Richard, ------ 75 

Randolph, Thomas, ------ 203 

Randolph, Thomas Mann, ----- 75 

Rations, of Continental Troops, - - 307,457,1513 
Rattlesnake, emblem of United Colonies, - - 46S 
Ravenell, James, ------ 65 

Rawlins, Ichabod, ------ 16 

Readc, Isaac, -------75 

Recantation, of Gideon Lounsbury, Connecticut, - 212 
Of James Judd. Connecticut, - 288 

Of Francis Baker, Maryland, - - - 713 

Of Isaac Atkinson, Maryland, - 719 

Of Richard Button, Maryland, - - - 1718 
Of John Welsh, Maryland, - - -1723 

Of James Moore, Maryland, - 1740 

Of David Taylor, Jun., Massachusetts, - 150 

Of Ezekiel Beech, New-Jersey, - - 441 

Of Thomas Golden, New- York, - - 156 

Of James Miller, New-York, - - - 247 

Of Lewis McDonald, Jun., New- York, - 247 
Of Stephen Baxter, New- York, - - 248 

Of George Coffin, New- York, - - 562,1020 

Of Sundry inhabitants of Queen's County, 

New-York, - 858, 1050 

Of Thomas Place, New-York, - - -1021 
Of Gabriel Vancott, New-York, - - 1022 

Of Azor Betts, New- York, - - - 1212 
Of John Austin, Pennsylvania, - - - 1141 

Of Gaius Dickinson, Pennsylvania, - - 887 

Of William Gilliland, Pennsylvania, - - 888 

Of John Hamblin, Virginia, - 848 

Of Walter Hatton, Virginia, - - - 1470 

Reconciliation, Mr. Hartley's plan of, - - - 287 
All hope of, shut out by the King's speech, - 367 
Ministry afraid to propose, without saving the 

honour of the nation, - 688 
Lord Drummond to General Robertson rela- 
tive to, 943, 1149 

Sense of New-York Committee of Safety upon, 1028 
No possibility of, - - - - - 1183 
Precluded by Ministerial measures, - - 1478 
Fruitless issue of Colonel Corbin's mission to 

Lord Dunmore, ----- 1506 

Lord North's plan of, - - - , - 1508 

"Common Sense," ----- ]549 

Records, of Maryland, removed to place of safety, - 813 

Of New- York, removed, - - -1016, 

1110, 1111, 1112, 1122 

Of New-Jersey, removed, - 1583, 1584, 1598 

Of Baltimore County, removed, - - 1473 

Recruits, American, come in slowly, - 975 

Regulations of Continental Congress relative 

to, - 1645, 1663 

Recruits, British, from Ireland, - 1027 

Difficulty of procuring, - - - - 1126 

Redding, Captain, 177 

Reed, Joseph, Letters from General Washington, - 282, 
458, 570,676, 831, 899, 993, 1502 
Rtid, Lieutenant- Colonel Robert, - - - 1 1 

Refugees, Proceedings in Massachusetts Court relative 

to Estates of, 1232, 1344, 1377, 1381, 1451 
Return, of Provisions, Stores, Ike., at Boston, belong- 
ing to Ministerial Army, - - - 160 
Of First Regiment of New-Jersey Foot, 166, 765 
Of his Majesty's Forces in Florida, - - 321 
Of a detachment of his Majesty's Fourteenth 

Regiment of Infantry, at Norfolk, - 349, 350 
Of the Army of the United Colonies com- 
manded by General Washington, - - 491, 
631-646, 978 
Of Winter Hill Brigade, - 935 
Retaliation, threatened by General Washington, - 311 
Reply of General Howe, - 454 
Colonies recommended to leave to Continen- 
tal Congress, ----- 1629 
Rhode- Island., (See Governour Cooke.} 

Conanicut plundered, - 230 

Dissensions in, - 232,367 

Memorial of Newport to Continental Con- 
gress, --____ 1634 
Richardson, Colonel Richard, 40, 43, 60, 61,67, 216 



Ritzema, Colonel, Letters of, from Montreal, 1113, 1115 
Arrival at New- York, - - - - 1123 

Rivers, Isaac, ------- 70* 

Rivington, James, Proceedings in New- York Con- 
gress relative to seizure of press of, 393, 400, 401 
Roberts, Lieutenant- Colonel Owen, 54 

Robertson, General, Letter from C. Shirreff, - - 334 
Robinson, Mordecai, - - - - - 124 

Rootes, George, ------ 79 

Rogers, Captain Nathaniel, - - - 11,14 

Rogers, Major Robert, Letter of Dr. Wheelock re- 
specting, - - - - - 158 

Letter to General Washington, - 264 

Examination of, by General Sullivan,- - 300 

Reported to have been at St. John's in dis- 
guise, - - - - - - 311 

Above report believed to be untrue, - 581, 696 

His fidelity to the Kiug, 575 

Asks for permit to go on board Governour's 

ship, 1201 

Rogers, Captain WiUiam, - - - - -913 

Rollins, Captain Nicholas, ----- 8 

Romans, Bernard, Report of Committee on charges 

against, -____- 420 

Pay advanced to, - - - - - 1020 

(See Highlands.) 
Rose, Thomas, ------- 70 

Ross, Alexander, Letter to Captain Stanton, - - 335 
Rowley. Captain, --____ 177 

Ruj/in, John, - - - - - - -75 

Russell, Captain, ------ 267 

Rutherford, Robert, ------ 75 

Rutledge, Edward, ------ 74 

Ruthdge, John, _____ 7Q } 74 

SackviUe, Lord George, character of, - - - 1127 
St. Augustine, reduction of ; recommended by Con- 
tinental Congress, ----- 1627 

St. Thistatia, Letter from, to any Provincial Com- 
mittee or Congress in America, - 258 
St. John's, surrender of, - - - - - 5, 23 

Salt, encouragement of manufacture of, in South- 
Carolina. ------ 72 

Proceedings in Virginia Convention relative 

to, - - - 92, 95, 97, 99, 100, 109 
Sufferings in Virginia for want of, - - 200 
Proceedings of Hanover, Virginia, Committee, 

relative to, - - - - - - 245 

Manufacture of, encouraged in Massachusetts, 1424 
Manufacture of, encouraged in New-Jersey, 1608, 

1624 
Proceedings relative to, in Baltimore Com- 
mittee, - - 1698, 1729, 1730, 1731 
Salter, Captain Titus, - - - - 1,6, 13 

Saltpetre, mode of making recommended by Con- 
tinental Congress, 22 
Purchase of, in South-Caroling., - - 51 
Encouragement of manufacture of, in South- 
Carolina, ------ 72 

Encouragement of manufacture of, in Virginia, 80 
Manufacture of, increasing, - . - 256 
Act for encouraging manufacture of, in Con- 
necticut, 269, 274 

Purchase of, by North-Carolina, - 305, 306 

Success in manufacture of, in the Colonies in- 
creasing, - . - - - - - 353 

Mode of making, ----- 370 

Successful manufacture of, in Virginia, - 911 

Encouraged in Pennsylvania, 501,795,1012, 1562 
Committee appointed by Pennsylvania Com- 
mittee of Safety to instruct the people in 
the manufacture of, - 507 

Manufacture of, in Maryland, - 723 

Arrival of, at Philadelphia, - 1037, 1152 

"Salus Rop'ali," to the People of North America, - 467 
To the Freemen of Pennsylvania, - - 1141 

Sampson, James, - - - - - -114 

Santerre, D., Letter to General Washington, - - 866 
Sargent, Winthrop, Instructions to, - - - 537 

Savage, Colonel John, - - - - - 40 

Savage, Thomas, - - - - 27 

Savannah, arrival of British Men-of-War at, - - 799 
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^Schuyler, General Philip — 
Letters to — 

Continental Congress, - - - - 219, 

260, 375, 463. 479, 622, 666, 802, 818, 

851, 880, 898^ 906, 938, 955, 990, 1131, 

1 156, 1214, 1469, 1481, 1483, 1499, 1510 

General Washington, - 225, 

226, 282, 311, 580, 666, 773, 805 

Governour Trumbull, 248, 588, 829, 944, 1201 

Colonel Wynkoop, - - - 542, 594 

Captain Hulbert, - - - - 816 

Colonel Warner, - - - 852,1132 

General Wooster, - - 880, 1003, 1008 

John McKesson, _ . . QQQ 

New- York Committee of Safety, - - 1113 

New- York Congress, - - 1470, 1510 

Letters from — 

New-Hampshire Committee of Safety, - 5, 23 

General Montgomery, - - 188,309,464 

Governc-ur Trumbull, - 190, 

532,790,898,917, 1147 

General Washington, - 192, 

449, 696, 766, 872, 908, 1493, 1514 

General Wooster, - 310, 668, 852, 869, 

906, 1002, 1004, 1005, 1006, 

1007, 1217, 1218, 1483, 1499 

New- York Congress, - 619, 783, 947, 1213 

James Price, - 668 

New- York Committee of Safety, - - 1036, 

1053, 1094 

Edward Antill, 1132 

James Deane, ----- 1499 
Committee from Continental Congress to con- 
fer with, -.- - - - -155 

Report, 442 

Proceedings in Continental Congress on let- 
ters of, - 1635, 1637, 1645, 1646, 1647, 
1648, 1651, 1661, 1667, 1670, 
1671, 1673, 1674, 1685, 1690 
Scotch Brigade, opinion given by Johan Derk van 
der Capellan upon the request of the King of 
Great Britain for the loan of, - - - 285 
Scott, Lieutenant- Colonel C, Letters relative to bat- 
tle of Great-Bridge, - - - 171, 183 
Letter to Captain Southgate, - - 245, 292 
Scott, James, -------75 

Scott, Christopher, fy Co., - - - - 103,115 

Scott, Captain David, - - - - 91 

Scott, Jonathan, ------ 39 

Scott, Captain William, - - - - _ _49 

Seamen, permission to South-Carolina to inlist, in 

Massachusetts, - - - 1307,1457 

Order in British Council encouraging inlist- 

rnent of, 1468 

Difficulty of procuring, in South- Carolina, - 1643, 

1645, 1646 

Starch, of outward-bound Vessels, - 503 

Sears, Captain Isaac, General Lee's opinion of, - 1 145 

Stars, John, - 129,131 

Secrecy, enjoined by Maryland Convention, - - 713 

Secret Committee, of Continental Congress, Letter to 

Arthur Lee, - - - ' - - 246 

Remarks upon, - 1125, 1127 

Proceedings of, 1630, 1634, 1636, 1639, 1641, 

1643, 1650, 1668,1680,1687 

Selby, Benjamin, - - - - - -125 

Selden, James, -------75 

Selman, Captain, 214,451 

Servant, Samuel, - - - - - - 1 1 

Seymour, T., 157 

Shedden, John, - - - - - -109 

Shedden, Robert, - 109, 126, 128 

Sheldon, Llisha, _--___ 267 

Shepperd, Major Samuel, - - - - - 13 

Sheppard, Lieutenant, - - - - - 177 

Sherburne, Samuel, ----- 13, 18 

Sheriffs, Ordinance of Virginia Convention for ap- 
pointing, ------ 141 

Sherman, Roger, ---___ 267 
Sherman, Captain Thomas, 54 

tSkirreff^ C, Letter to General Robertson, - - 334 



Shoals, Isle of, inhabitants directed to move from, - 770 
Shiverick, Nathaniel, - - - - - 176 

Shubrick, Captain, ----- 49, 50, 64 

Signals, of American Fleet, - 1179 

Of Enemy, paper relating to, intercepted, - 1667 

Simons, Maurice, ------ 55 

"Sincerus," an earnest appeal of, to the People, - 1013 

Six Nations, Conference with, - - 226, 260, 282 

Charge against, denied, - 259 

Speech to, ----- 855 

Grand meeting of, to be held, - - - 898 
Skene, Major Andrew, - 187 

Skene, Governour, ------ 975 

Skinner, Alexander, Letter to General Grant, - 329 
Skinner, Corilandt, Letter to Colonel Skinner, - 363 
Ordered to be apprehended, - 1637 

Skinner, Colonel William, Letter from Cortlandt 

Skinner, 363 

Slater, Robert, -■ 125 

Slaves, enrolled in South -Carolina, 61 

Proceedings relative to, in Virginia Conven- 
tion, - - - - ' - 82, 84, 85, 128 
Armed by Lord Dunmore, - 202 

Small, Major, Letter from John Stuart, - - 317 

Small-Pox, efforts to spread in American Army, - 168, 

181, 1321 
Means to prevent spreading in American 

Army, 255, 299 

Raging in Boston, ----- 262 

Hospital for persons affected with, desirable, 263 

Proceedings in Massachusetts Court relative 

to, - 1222, 1229, 

1230, 1322, 1325, 1332, 1333, 1334, 1449 

In the Army in Canada, - 1513 

Smallwood, Col. William, Letter from Thomas Ewing, 615 

Letters to Maryland Council of Safety, 867, 1 136 

Smith, Charles, - - - - - -171 

Smith, Ebenezer, ----- 15, 16 

Smith, Dr. John, - - - 479, 518, 526, 1646 
Smith, Joseph, ------- 267 

Smith, Meriwether, - - - - 75 

Smith, Captain Roger, - 27, 53, 55 

Smith, Captain Thomas, ----- 36 

Smith, William, - - - - - -176 

Sons of Liberty, doings of, in Georgia, - 950 

SouthaM, Captain, Letters from Colonel Scott, 245, 292 - 
South- Carolina — 

Provincial Congress, - 27—76 

Declared to be in a state of actual alarm, - 66 
Dissensions in, - 199, 215, 950 

Plan of attacking, - - - 317, 332, 333 
Letter from Council of. Safety to the Conti- 
nental Treasurers, - 479 
Recommended by Continental Congress to 

make vigorous defence, if attacked, - 1627 

Efforts to procure Seamen, - 1307, 

1457, 1643, 1645, 1646 

Charlestown fortified, - 950 

Arms and Ammunition allowed for defence of 

G eorgetown, - - - - - 6 1 

Southern Colonies, measures by Congress for de- 
fence of, ----- 781 

Spain, American Ports recommended to be opened 

to, 779 

Specie, efforts to procure in Maryland, 1211, 1488, 1689 
Efforts to procure in Massachusetts, 1306, 1450 
Want of, in the Army in Canada, 1470, 1499 

Recommended by Continental Congress to be 

collected, 1648 

Spencer, Hezelciah, ---*.-- 267 
Spencer, Major Joseph, ----- 14 

Spooner, Walter, ------ 195 

Spotswood, Major, - - - - - - 122 

Letter to a friend in Williamsburgh, - - 224 
Sprowle, Andrew, - - - - - -110 

Squire, Captain W. C, Letter to Admiral Graves, - 351 

Stanly, Oliver, 267 

Stanton, Captain, Letter from Alexander Ross, - 335 
Stark, Colonel John, - 956, 979 

Steel, encouragement of manufacture of, in South- 
Carolina, ------ 72 
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Stephen, Colonel Adam, - - - - -119 

Stephen. Robert) ------ 86 

Stephen, William, - - - 86 

Stephenson, Andrew. - - - - - -194 

Stevens, Colonel, ------ 183 

Stevens? Samuel, Letter to New- York Congress, - 309 
Steward, Stephen, proposition of, for constructing 

Floating Battery, - 780 

Stewart, Charles, Letter to Governour Penn, - - 251 
Stiles, Rev. Dr., thanks of General Washington to, - 249 
Stirling, Lord — 

Letters to — Continental Congress, - - 160, 

184, 202, 294, 354, 586, 596, 621, 

627,764, 772, 837, 867, 913, 938, 1199 

Colonel Maxwell, - - 166, 915, 916 

Isaac Bonoel, ----- 166 

New-York Congress, - 172 

New- York Committee of Safety, - 246, 655, 
914,965, 1065, 1085, 1109, 1117 
Captain John Polhemus, - 259 

Captain John Conway, - - 259, 288 

Captain Longstreet, - 288 

John. Van Emberg, - 288 

Samuel Tucker, ----- 914 

Robert Ogden, 1199 

General Livingston, - 1200 

John Bianchard, - - . - - 1200 

Colonel Lowrey, - 1200 

New-Jersey Congress, - 1597 

Letters from— John McKesson, - - 165 

Samuel Tucker and Hendrick Fisher, - 172 
■ Colonel Woodhul), - - - - 184 
William De Hart, - 210 

Samuel Tucker, - 228, 287 

Thomas Lowrey, - 229 

Captain Conway, - 234 

Captain Morris, ----- 235 
Captain Covenboven, - 279 

Captain Polhemus, - 279 

Colonel Maxwell, - 295, 296, 463, 916 

William Livingston, - - - - 354 

Continental Congress, - - - - 561 

General Washington, - 623 

New- York Committee of Safety, - - 795, 
1053, 1065, 1079, 1109 

John Bianchard, 1200 

Capture of Vessel, - 817, 837, 851, 987 

A zealous, active, and accurate officer, - 1198 
% Proceedings in Continental Congress on Let- 

ters of, 1628, 1642, 1650, 1656, 1659, 1664 
Stoutenberg, Major, - - - - - -187 

Strong, Ephraim, ------ 267 

Stuart, John, Letters to General Gage, - 316, 317 

Letter to Major Small, - - - 317 

Taken sanctuary in St. Augustine, - - 329 

Letter to Samuel Kernble, - 340 

Stubble field, George, ------ 76 

Sugar Planters, meeting of, in London, - - 197 

Sullivan, James, Letter to General Sullivan, - - 206 

Letter to Massachusetts Council, - - 963 

Sullivan, General John — 

Letters to — New- Hampshire Committee of 

Safety, - - 2, 3, 4, 7, 159, 168, 221, 450 
New-Hampshire Congress, 20 

Meshech Weare, - - - - 241 

General Washington, - 300 

General Gates, - - - - - 709 

General Court of New-Hampshire, - 709 

Colonels Waldron and Chesley, - - 778 
Letters from — New-Hampshire Committee of 

Safety, 4, 25, 195 

James Sullivan, ----- 206 
General Washington, - - 220, 625, 1202 
General Gates, - - - 249, 450, 478 
James Wilkinson, - 809 
Colonel Harrison, - 832 
Thanks of New-Hampshire Congress to, - 18 
Conference with New-Hampshire Congress, - 19 
Recalled from Portsmouth to Head-Quar- 
ters, - ' - 20 

Complaint against, - - - - - 811 



Sulphur, purchase of, in South -Carolina, 51 

Encouragement of manufacture of, in South- 
Carolina, ------ 72 

Purchase of, by Maryland, - - - 1152 

Purchase of, by Massachusetts, - - 1309, 1349 

Sumpter, Captain, - - - - -41, 56 

Surgical Instruments, want of, in Continental Army, 153 
Ordered to be imported by New-York Com- 
mittee of Safety, 1026 

Suspected persons, in Massachusetts, - 366, 1226, 1231, 

1235, 1238, 1252, 1329, 1400 

New-Hampshire, - - - - 18, 19 

New-Jersey, - - 225, 235, 364, 663, 664, 

1581, 1584, 1586, 1590, 1593, 1605, 1607 

New- York, - 175, 356, 381, 393, 413, 428 

North-Carolina, 299 

Pennsylvania, - - - 1563, 1570 

South-Carolina, - - 37, 38, 42, 46, 47, 54 

Virginia, - 77, 80, 83, 86, 87, 89, 93, 94, 

95, 96, 105, 108, 109, 113, 124, 224, 627 

Susquehannah, disputed Lands on, report of Charles 

Stewart to Governour Penn, - 251 

Exculpation of the Six Nations from charge 

of interfering in, - - - - - 259 

Fight, 470 

Sutlers, encouraged to attend Army in Canada, 1663, 1674 
Syme, John, -------75 

Tabb, John, ------- 75 

Tabb, Thomas, ------ 75 

Talbot, John, 75 

Tar and Feathers, 199, 203 

Tax, levied in Massachusetts, - - - - 1312 

Petition to levy on money at interest, - 1586, 1587 
Levied in New-Jersey, - - - - 1614 

Taylor, Henry, -__-__ 76 

Taylor, James, Caroline County, Virginia, - - 75 
Taylor, James, Orange County, Virginia, - - 76 
Tazewell, Henry, ------ 75 

Tazewell, John, ------ 76 

Tea, sold and used, ------ 948 

Letter of New-Jersey Congress to Continental 

Congress respecting sale and use of, 1584, 1667 
Continental Congress request censure not to 
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fications in the Highlands to be allowed ten 
Shillings per day; and to prevent any expense 
that may be avoided, three Commissioners 
only are to be continued, - " - - 

^Committee of New- York apply for a Loan of 
one thousand Founds ; rive hundred granted, - 



427 
427 



Letter from tie Committee for Richmond Coun- 
ty, December 15 :• The Freeholders of the 
County have refused to send Deputies to the 
Provincial Congress, - 428 

Consideration of the state of affairs in Richmond 
County postponed until the state of Queen's # 
County is considered, - 429 

Letter from Colonel James Rogers, of Cumber- 
land County: For political reasons he de- 
clines the office of Brigadier-General of the 
Militia, - - - - - - - 429 

Letter to the 1 Delegates of the Colony in Conti- 
nental Congress, laying before them the state 
of the Fortifications in the Highlands, - 429 

Remonstrance of certain Inhabitants of Putney, 
in Cumberland County, against the appoint- 
ment of the persons named by the County 
Committee for Field-Officers, - " - - 429 

Remonstrance of a number of the. Inhabitants of 
Westminster, ------ 430 

Remonstrance of the Inhabitants of Fulham, - 430 

Dr. Paul Spooner added to the Committee of 

Safety, - 430 

Dec.2Q, John Blaekler ordered to be kept in close con- 
finement until the further order of Congress, 431 

Committee to purchase a small Armed Vessel 
for the East River, to prevent Supplies 
being furnished to the Ministerial Army and 
Navy, ------- 431 

Additional Rules and Orders for regulating the 
Militia of the Colony of New- York, - - 431 

Letter from Colonel Levi Pawliyg : Has given 
the necessary orders to his Regiment to mus- 
ter in case of alarm, - - - - 432 

21, Rank of the Militia Officers of the several 

Counties fixed and determined, - 433 

State of Queen's County and Richmond Coun- 
ty further considered, and the Delinquents in 
the two Counties put out of the protection of 
the Congress, - - - - -' - 434 

Letter to the Delegates in the Continental Con- 
gress, with the Proceedings respecting the 
Delinquents in Queen's and Richmond Coun- 
ties, and asking advice what further should 
be done, ------- 435 

Rules and Orders for arranging the Rank of the 
Officers of the Militia of the Colony of New- 
York, - - 436 

Delegates of the Colony in Continental Con- 
gress requested to make an. arrangement 
among themselves, that five of them only 
continue at Congress at the same lime, - 436 

Ulster County Jail to be taken as the Jail of the 
Congress for the confinement of Prisoners or- 
dered to be confined by the Congress or Com- 
mittee of Safety, ----- 437 

22, Letter from General Washington to the Presi- 

dent, informing him that some Troops had 
sailed from Boston, destination unknown, - 437 

Inhabitants of the Colony requested 'to refrain 
from visiting the King's Ships-of-War, with- 
out leave of a Committee, - - - 438 

Persons coming from other Colonies required to 
furnish evidence that they are friendly to the 
liberties of America, ----- 438 

Committee of Safety authorized to exercise the 
same powers, in appointing Officers and grant- 
ing and refusing Commissions, as the Pro- 
vincial Congress, ----- 433 

Report of Committee appointed to plan a voyage 
to the Island of Martinico, Guadaloupe, or 
St, Eustatia, read and adopted, - 438 

Instructions to the Committee for Ulster County, 
for the nomination of Field-Officers, - - 440 

Committee of Safety authorized to apply any 
sum, not exceeding fifty thousand Pounds, -to 
be laid out in such manner as they shall 
think proper, for the defence and security of 
the Colony, - ,._-■- - - 440 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, ETC. 

fiec.23, Letter from Lord George Germaine to Gover- 
nour Eden : The King is determined, in con- 
currence with his Parliament, to pursue the 
most vigorous measures for reducing his re- 
bellious Subjects in North-America, - 



CONTENTS. 



XLII 



23, 



23, 



23, 



Dec,23, Letter frorrr Lord George Gerhiaine to Gover- 
nour Eden: An armament of seven Regi- 

' ments, with a Fleet, is ready to proceed to 
the Southern Colonies, in order to attempt the 
restoration of legal Government in that part 

of America, 

23, Recantation of Ezekiel Beach, of Mendham, in 

Morris County, New-Jersey, - 
23, Report of the Committee directed to repair to 
Ticonderoga, and confer with General Schuy- 
ler, to take survey of, and report the state of, 
the Fortifications, and to use their endeavours 
to procure an accession of the Canadians to an 
union with the Colonies, - - . - 

Letter from the Committee to General Mont- 
gomery, expressing the desire of Congress 
that he will induce the Canadians to meet in 
their Parishes, and choose a Provincial Con- 
vention, .-»-.-* 

Report of the Committee of Congress appointed 
to inquire what articles are necessary for the 
Army, - - . 

Proclamation by. Governour Tryon, proroguing 
the Assembly of New- York, from the first 
day of January to the first day of February 
next, 

Letter from Governour Trumbull to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, - 
23, Letter from Genera* Washington to the Assem- 
bly of Massachusetts: The Soldiers are in 
great distress for Blankets ; if any can be pro- 
cured frpm House-keepers it will be of infi- 
nite service to the Army, - - - - 
23, Letter from William Watson to General Wash- 
ington, ------- 

23, Letter from Colonel Hobart to the New-Hamp- 

shire Congress, - 

24, Letter from General Washington to General 

Schuyler: Conjures him and General Mont- 
gomery to lay aside all thoughts of quitting 
the Army, ------ 

Letter from General Gates to General Sullivan: 
Requests his opinion on a projected enter- 
prise, 

Letter from General Sullivan to the New-Hamp- 
shire Committee of Safety, - 

Letter from Governour Catlbeck to General 
Washington, - ' - 

The case of Philip Callbeck, late Commander- 
in-Chief of the Island of St. John's, and Tho- 
mas Wright, one of the Council, and Survey- 
or-General of said Island, addressed to Gene- 
ral Washington, - 

Letter from Colonel Howe to the Virginia Con- 
vention: From motives of policy they have 
permitted some Supplies to be sent to Captain 
• Bellew, 

Notice from the General Post-Office, New- 
York: Letters having been taken from his Ma- 
jesty's Mail at Baltimore, Philadelphia, and 
other places, the Deputy Postmaster- Gene- 
ral is obliged, for the present, to stop all the 
Posts, 

Letter from General Washington to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, - - - - - 

Report of Peleg Wadsworth, of his examina- 
tion of Cape-Cod Harbour, - 

Letter from General Howe to General Wash- 
ington: Having received no accounts where- 
in the name of Allen is mentioned, he can 
give no information on the subject of his treat- 
ment, - - - - - - ' - 

Letter from Colonel Bayley to Colonel Little: 
The importance of a road to Canada for the 
transportation of Troops and Munitions of 
War, and for the Fur Trade, - 

General Orders, from December 14 to Decem- 
ber 25, -. - - -■-.■- 

Letter from General Washington to Joseph 
Reed: Our want of Powder is inconceivable; 
a daily waste and no supply presents a gloomy 
prospect, ------- 

Letter from Robert H. Harrison to General 
Ward, ■ - 

Letter from Colonel Moylan to William Bartlett, 

instructions of the Town of Portsmouth to their 
Delegates in the Provincial Congress of New- 
Hampshire, 



24, 



24, 



24, 



25, 



25, 



25, 



25, 



25, 
25, 



449 



449 



450 



456 



458 



458 

458 



1775. 
Dec.25. 



26, 
26, 



26, 
26, 



26, 

26, 

27, 

27, 
27, 
27, 

27, 
28, 



25, 
25, 



26, 
27, 

28, 

29, 

29, 

29, 
, 29, 

29, 
29, 



460 



460 



462 



462 
463 



, Memorial of 'the Inhabitants of Portsmouth to 
the Provincial Congress, - - 

Letter from James Lyon to General Washing- 
ton, proposing a plan for the reduction of No- 
va-Scotia, - . - 

Committee for Chester County, Pennsylvania, 
require Returns from the Militia and Associa- 
tors of the County, - - - - - 

Committee for Buck's County, Pennsylvania, 
order strict enforcement of the Ninth Article 
of the Continental Association, - 

Letter from Colonel Maxwell to Lord Stirling, 

Letter from General Schuyler to the President 

* of Congress: A reinforcement should be sent 
to Canada, and no time should be lost in pre- 
paring for it, - - - - - - 463 

Letter from General Montgomery to General 
Schuyler: Three Companies of Arnold's De- ■ 
tachment are averse to a cotip-de-main, and 
he will be obliged to change his plan of at- 
tack. It is of the utmost importance to reduce 
Quebeck before succours can arrive; we are 
not to expect an union with Canada till we 
have a force in the country strong enough 
to defend it, m - 

Letter from General Washington- to Richard 
Henry Lee: If Lord Dunmore is not crushed 
before the Spring, he will be the most formi- 
dable enemy America has; forcing him on 
ship-board is not sufficient; nothing less than 
depriving him of life or liberty will secure 
peace to Virginia, -_'--- 

Letter from Robert H. Harrison to General 
Thomas, ------- 466 

Letter from General Howe to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth : The Rebels get supplies of Arms and 
Gunpowder from Cape Nicholas, in the 
Islanfl. of Hispaniola, - 

Address of Salus Populi to the People of North 
America, on the necessity of framing a gene- 
ral plan of connection between the Provinces, 
or what may be called the Constitution 'of the 
United English Colonies, - 

Description of the device on the Drums belong- 
ing to the Marines now-raising for the Fleet, 

Letter from the Committee for Tryon County, 
New- York, to the Provincial Congress, 

Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in West- 
moreland to his Friend in Hartford, Connecti- 
cut, -__.__- 

Letter from Matthew Thornton to General 
Washington, ------ 470 

Address of a British American to the Inhabi- 
tants of the United Colonies : Advises an im- 
mediate declaration of Independence, 

Letter from Colonel Howe to the Virginia Con- 
vention: An exchange of Prisoners has not 
yet been effected, 

Letter from Lord Dunmore to Colonel Howe, 
proposing an exchange for Mr. Batut, - 

Letter from Colonel Howe to Lord Dunmore : 
Will consent to no exchange hut such as 
equity shall warrant, - 

Letter from Lord Dunmore to Colonel Howe: 
Does not understand the rule that is to govern 
them in exchange of Prisoners, - 

Letter from Greenwich (Connecticut) Commit- 
tee to Governour Trumbull, - ' - 

Letter from Colonel Howe to Lord Dunmore: 
Explains the intention of the Convention, the 
difference in the rank of Officers, and pro- 
poses an equitable exchange, - 

Expedition of Colonel Martin m quest of To- 
ries in Sussex County, New-Jersey, 

Extract of a Letter from North-Carolina to a 
Gentleman at Hull, in England: State of af- 
fairs in North and South-Carolina, 

Letter from the Virginia Committee of Safety to 
Maryland Convention, - 

New- York Committee, - 

Letter from General Washington to the General 
Court of Massachusetts, 

Letter from General 'Gates to General Sullivan, 
requesting him not to attempt to execute the 
project to-night, but to wait a more favourable 
opportunity, - - - - - 

Letter from Winthrop Sargeant to General 
Washington, ----.. 472 



464 



465 



466 



- 467 



468 



469 



470 



- 470 



474 



474 



474 



- 474 
590 



474 



475 



- 476 



576 
380- 



- 478 



478 



1775. 

Dec.BO, 



30, 
31, 



31, 
31, 
31, 

31, 

31, 
31. 



Letter from Captain Belle w to Colonel Howe: 
Threatens to fire upon the Town of Norfolk 
if the Sentinels there are seen, - 477 

Letter from Colonel Howe to Captain Bellew: 
He will consult his duty only, and requests 
the Inhabitants of the Town may have time 
to remove with their effects, - 477 

Letter from Fredericlitown (Maryland) Com- 
mittee to the President of Congress: Con- 
nolly, Cameron, and Smith, have been sent to 
Philadelphia, 479 

Letter from Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, 
to Govemour Penn, ..... 1473 

Letter from the South-Carolina Committee of 
Safety to George Clymer, requesting payment 
for Goods and Presents for the Indians who 
are to meet the Commissioners of Indian Af- 
fairs in the Southern Departmental Salisbury, 
on the 13th of next month, - - - 479 

Letter from the Committee of Safety for South- 
Carolina to Massachusetts Council, - - 1307 

Letter, from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress, .-.._- 480 

Letter from Colonel Campbell to General Woos- 
ter, informing him of the^failure of the at- 
tempt on liuebeck, and of the death of Gene- . 
ral Montgomery, - - - - - 480 
Letter from Colonel Arnold to General Woos- 
ter ; Was wounded in the attack on Glue- 
beck, and has given up the command to Colo- 
nel Campbell, 481 

Letter from General Greene to Samuel Ward, 
in Congress, 482 

Letter from General Washington to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, ----- 485 

Report of Committee of Massachusetts Assem- 
bly, on theirapplication'to General Washing- 
ton respecting certain Companies no'w on duty, 486 

Proclamation by General Carleton, requiring all 
persons in Gtuebeck, who refuse to take up 
Arma, to quit the Town in four days, - - 487 

Oath of Fidelity required of the Inhabitants of 
Newport by General Lee, - - - - 488 

General Orders, from December 26 to Decem- 
ber 3 l t 489 

Returns of the Army at Cambridge, Decem- 
ber 30, - - - - - - - 491 

Inventory of Ordnance and Stores necessary for 
the Army, supposing it to consist of twenty 
thousand Men, ------ 493 



CONTENTS. 

1775. 
DecX 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Sec. 2, Officers not permitted to be absent from Liberty 
Island, without- the express order of the Com- 
mittee, -------- 493 

5, Agreement with Wigfal & Blackwood for ma- 

king Gun-Locks, 495 

Sea-Coal thrown into the River by order of 
the Committee of Inspection, to be taken up 
forthe Furnace to be built for casting Cannon, 495 
Permission for a Vessel to proceed to Foreign 
parts to procure Powder and Arms for the 
use of the Province, ----- 495 
Committee for procuring Sea-Coal, - - 495 

6, Agreement with Willis & Town for making 

Fire-locks, - 496 

Report of Committee on the Coal thrown into 

the River, 496 

Captain Proctor and Lieutenant Proctor dis- 
missed from the service, - 496 
Nathan Boyce appointed Captain of one of the 
Armed Boats, 496 

7, Committee to procure an account of all the Sea- 

Coal in possession of the Inhabitants of Phila- 
delphia, - - . - - - - - - 496 

9, Captain Biddle, of the Armed Boats, permitted 
to resign, that he may enter the Continental 
service, -, - - - - - 497 

II, Willing, Morris & Co., authorized to send a 
Vessel to Foreign parts to procure Powder, 
Arms, &c., for the Province, - - - 488 
Captain Boyce ordered to the command of the 
Armed Boat Franklin, Captain Biddle being 
promoted in the Continental Service, - - 498 
Captain James Josiah permitted to resign, that 
he may enter the Continental Service, - - 498 



24, 

27, 



1776. 
Jan. 1 



12* 



XLIV 

i, Three of the Armed Boats to.be constantly at 

Liberty Island, -' - " - ■ - - 498 

Captain Dougherty ordered Up immediately 
from Liberty Island with his Boat, - - 498 

David Owen, suspected of inlisting Negroes, 
committed to the Work-house, - 499 

Samuel Howell requested to send to the Island 
of Jamaica for a load of Sea-Coal, on account 
of the Committee of Safety, - - - 499 

Committee of Safety will pay half the sum ex- 
pended in searching for a Coal-Mine said to 
be in Buck's County, - 499 

Report of the number of Men, &c, on board the 
Armed Boats, 500 

Report of the quantity and sizes of the Shot now 
in the Commissary's Store r ... 500 

Persons who manufacture and deliver Saltpetre, 
to be paid one-fourth in Gunpowder and 
three-fourths in Money, ... - 501 

No application from Congress, or any other 
body, for Men, Arms, or Ammunition, to be 
considered until a written notice, mentioning 
the application, is sent to every member of the 
Committee residing in the City, - - - 501 

Committee to provide a quantity of Cannon Ball, 501 

Committee to examine Fort Island, and report 
what further defences are required on that, or 
the Province Island, 501 

Application from Congress for Powder, Arms, 
and Men, for the Armed Vessels, nearly ready 
for sailing, complied with, - ... . 502 

All the Armed Boats, except the th(ee at Liberty 

' Island, ordered up to the City, that the Officers 
and Men may go into Barracks, - - - 502 

Commanders of the Continental Ships-of-War 
permitted to .search outward bound Vessels for 
Seamen, ------- 503 

Lieutenant Symmonds, with the Artillery Com- 
pany, ordered to Liberty Island for the pro- 
tection of the Battery, Artillery, and Stores at 
that place, - - - , - - - 504 

Captain Hazlewood appointed to the command 
of ten Fire-rafts, -.„.-- 504 

A Floating Battery ordered to be built forthe 
fuither defence of the Province, - - - 504 

Captain Proctor restored to his command, on giv- 
ing the satisfaction required by the Committee, 504 
, Captain Moore permitted to resign his command 

of the Armed Boat Effingham, - - - 506 

Colonels for the four Battalions nominated, - 507 

Committee for appointing proper persons to in- 
struct the Inhabitants of the different Counties 
in the Manufacture of Saltpetre, - - - 507 

Lieutenant-Colonels for the four Battalions 
nominated, - - - . - ,- - 508 

John Connolly and Allan Cameron committed 
to Prison, 508 

Parole of honour of Lord Drummondand Andrew 

Elliott taken, 509 

Majors for the four Battalions nominated, - - 509 

Captains for the four Battalions chosen, - - 509 

Lieutenants for the four Battalions chosen. - 510 

Joshua Fisher & Sons refuse to furnish a List of 
the Goods imported by them, and stored by 
order of the Committee of Inspection, - - 510 

Powder in Westmoreland County to remain 
there, and not to be used but in defence of the 
County, - - - - - . - -510 

Second Lieutenants and Ensigns of the four Bat- 
talions chosen, ------ 511 

List of the Officers of the four Battalions, - 511 

Officers of the Fifth Battalion, - - - 512 

■Committee to examine all candidates who shall 

offer as Surgeons to the several Battalions,. - 513 

Committee for Philadelphia County requested to 
meet on the 17th instant, and the'Committee 
for Buck's County on the 22d instant, on busi- 
ness of the utmost importance, - - 513 

Committee to inquire for proper places to erect 
Powder-Magazines in the Province, - - 513 

Adjutants for the Second, Third, and Fourth 
Battalions chosen, ----- 513 

Articles to be furnished Colonel Bull's (the 
First) Battalion, by order of the Continental 
Congress, - - - - - -514 

Committee to procure copies of all Petiti0.n4.t0 
'the King, or Parliament, from this Colony, 
since 1762, - - - - - - 514- 



CONTENTS. 



Christopher Carter discharged from Prison, and 
Leonard Snowden enlarged, on giving bis 
parole that, -in future, his conduct shall not be 
inimical to the American cause, 
Jan.ld, Captain Cadwaliader appointed Commander-in- 
Chief of all the Armed Vessels in the service 
of the Province, - 

15, Second Lieutenants for the First, or Colonel 

Bull's Battalion, 

16, Chaplain for Colonel Bull's Battalion appointed, 
Powder Committee empowered to continue their 

endeavours to import Powder, ... 

17, Brig Dolphin sent to procure Powder in For- 

eign Ports, ------ 

Publick Notice given that the Committee of 
Safety lend Money, and give other encourage- 
ments, to Persons willing to erect Powder- 
Mills, 

18, Dr. John Smith, charged with practices inimi- 

cal to America, committed to Prison, - 

19, Report of Committee appointed to procure copies 

of Petitions to the King and Parliament, 

Petitions to the King: Of June 6, 1766; Septem- 
ber 22, .1768; and March 5, 1771, 

Petition to the House of Lords, of September 22, 
1768, 

Petitions to the House of Commons, January 14, 
1766, and September 22, 1768, '- 

Dr. Rittenhouse, Robert Smith, and John Mc- 
Neal, to repair to Liberty Island, and lay out 
Works sufficient to defend it, - 

Commodore Hazlewood directed to recruit four 
hundred Seamen and Landsmen for the Arm- 
ed Boats and other Naval Equipments, 

David Rittenhouse, and others,, appointed to 
carry into execution the Contract for casting 
Cannon, ------- 

22, Committee to survey the Jersey Shore, and de- 

termine what Posts it may be necessary to 
fortify, -------- 

23, Officers who have purchased Arms at their own 

expense, for the use of Associators unable to 
supply themselves, to be repaid, - 

24, Parole of Captain Duncan Campbell, 
Leonard Snowden discharged from his confine- 
ment, ------- 

25, Committee to provide for the erection of Pow- 

der-Mills, ------ 

26, Robert Morris permitted to export Produce of 

the Colonies to the amount of a quantity of 
Powder imported by him, - - - - 

27, Dr. Smith examined, and remanded to Jail, 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, ETC. 

Jan. 1, Johannes in Eremo to the Publick, on the ques- 
tions — Tn what sense it must be taken, that the 
King can do no wrong? What is Rebellion in 
a State? And whether, all things consider- 
ed, it is not the indispensable duty of the 
United Colonies of America immediately to 
form themselves into an Independent Constitu- 
tion, or a Republick State ? - 527 

1, Letter from an English American to the Earl of 

Dartmouth, - 530 

1, Letter from Massachusetts Delegates in Con- 
gress to the Assembly, - 1391 

lj Letter from Robert Treat Paine to Massachu- 
setts Council, - , 1262 

1, Petition of Dr. Church to the Congress, to be 

released from Prison,- - - - - 531 

lj Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 

Schuyler, - - - - ' - - - 532 

1, Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 

Washington, - 532 

Minutes of Ordnance taken from the Ministerial 
Troops at the several Northern Posts, from 
the 1st of May to the 13th of November, 
1775, - - - - - - 534 

1, Letter from Governour Cooke to General Wash- 
ington, - - 535 

J, Letter from John Smith to General Washington, 536 

1, Address of Dr. Morgan to the Publick : Thanks 
to the Towns -of Concord, &c, for Supplies 
furnished the Hospital, - 536 

1, Instructions to Winthfop Sargent, Continental 

Prize-Agent Sft Cape-Ann, - 537 



1776. 

Jan. 1 



516 
516 




517 




517 


2, 


517 


% 


518 




518 




519 


2. 


520 


% 


520 


2, 


520 


2, 

2, 


521 


2, 


523 


2, 


524 


3, 


524 
525 


3, 


525 




526 


3, 


526 

526 





, Letter from Colonels Howe and Woodford to 
the Virginia Convention: Norfolk set on fire 
by the British, ------ 

Letter from Colonel Howe to the Virginia Con- 
vention : Account of the burning of Norfolk, 

An American ; on the advantages to the cause, 
from the burning of Norfolk by the enemy, - 

Letter from a Midshipman on board his Majes- 
ty's Ship Otter; Operations of the British in 
Virginia, from the battle at Great Bridge to 
the burning of Norfolk, - 
Account of the burning of Norfolk ; from Lord 
Dumnore's Virginia Gazette, printed on the 
Ship Dunmore, lying off Norfolk, 

Letter from President of Congress to Massachu- 
setts Assembly, ------ 

Letter from Samuel Adams to Elbridge Cerry ; 
The Military power should always be under 
the. direction and control of the Legislative. 
When riches shall be deemed a necessary 
qualification for publick office, ambition, as 
well as avarice, will prompt men most ar- 
dently to thirst for them, - - - - 

Proclamation by Governour Tryon, dissolving 
the General Assembly, .... 

Letter from Peter R. Livingston to the New- 
York Committee of Safety, 

Letter from Colonel Campbell to General Woos- 
ter, -------- 

Letter from Colonel Arnold to Genera] Woos- 
ter, - 

Writs issued by Governour Tryon for a new 
election of* Representatives, - 

Letter from General Schuyler to Colonel Wyn- 
koop, directing him to proceed with the Of- 
ficers made prisoners in Canada, to. Trenton, 
id" New-Jersey, ■ - - . 

Letter from General Washington to General 
Ward, 

Proclamation by the King, fqr encouraging Sea- 
men to enter themselves on board his Majes- 
ty's Ships-of-War, - 

Extract of a Letter from Bristol, in England: A 
Rifleman, taken in crossing the St. Lawrence, 
and brought here a prisoner, is confined in 
Bridewell; he is a Virginian; has the heavy 
Provincial pronunciation, but otherwise speaks 
good English, ------ 

Letter from Colonel Wil.liams to the Proprie- 
tors of Transylvania' Has established a Land- 
Office, appointed the necessary Officers, adopt- 
ed regulations for entering Lands, and deter- 
mined to lay off a Town at the Falls of the 
Ohio the ensuing Spring, - - . - 

Proceedings of the House of Delegates of the 
Colony of Transylvania, at Boonsborough, 
May 23, 1775, - - 

Proceedings of the Proprietors of Transylva- 
nia, at a meeting held in Oxford, Granville 
County, North-Carolina, September 25, 1775, 

Memorial of the Proprietors of Transylvania to' 
the Continental Congress, -. - * 

Letter from James Hogg, the Delegate appoint- 
ed by the Proprietors of Transylvania, to re- 
present the Colony in the Continental Con- 
gress: Account of his mission to Philadel- 
phia; his interviews with Members of the 
Congress, and their opinions on. the settle- 
ment and Government of the Colony, - 

Letter from Silas Deane to James Hogg, giving 
his views on the Government proper to be 
adopted for Transylvania, - - - - 

Letter from the President of Congress to Lord 
Stirling, - - - - 

Letter from the Committee for Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania, to the President of Congress, com- 
plaining of the disorderly conduct of the Pri- 
soners on parole in that Borough, 

Letter from Joseph Hallet to John McKesson, - 

Letter from the New- York Committee of Safety 
to the President of Congress,, requesting the 
determination of Congress on the plan for 
the Fortifications in the Highlands, 

Letter from the New- York Committee of Safe- 
ty to Jonathan Hampton, - 

Letter from Golonel Nicoll to John McKesson, 

Letter from Colonel Rit2ema to Peter V. B. 
Livingston, 



533 
538 
539 

540 

540 
1391 



541 
542 
1054 
670 
670 
542 

542 
542 

543 



553 

546. 

553 
554 



543 

556 
561 



561 
561 



562 



1018 
1023 



1113 



CONTENTS. 



1776. 
Jan. 3, 



Petition of George Coffin, of Nantucket, to the 

New- York Congress, - 562 

Letter from Joseph Trumbull to Governour 
Trumbull, 563 

Letter from General Washington to Jonathan 
Glover, directing him to libel the Prizes 
brought in by the Continental Armed Vessels, 563 

Letter from John Glover to General Washing- 
ton: It is difficult to roan the Armed Vessels; 
the men not having been paid for their past 
services, object to enter again, ... 563 ' 

John Cowgill, who has refused to take Conti- 
nental Money, declared an enemy to his coun- 
try, by the Committee for Dover, in Dela- 
ware, -.--.-. 564 

New- York Committee, - 689 

The Monitor, No. 9: Showing it has been, and 
still is, the intention of the Ministry to reduce 
the Colonies to a state of absolute subjection 
to the authority of Parliament, - - - 564 

Letter from the New- York Committee of Safety 

' to the Continental Congress, - 1021 

Letter from the New- York Committee of Safety 
to the several Committees in the Colony, - 1020 

Letter from Colonel Arnold to General Wooster, 854 

Letter from General Washington to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, 567 

General Orders, from January 1 to January 4, - 568 

Letter from General Washington to Joseph 
Reed, 570 

Letter from General Greene to Samuel Ward: 
The King is determined, at ^11 hazards, to 
carry. his plan of despotism into execution; 
in his late Speech to both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, he breathes revenge, and threatens us 
with destruction. We have consulted our 
■wishes, rather than our reason, in indulging 
the idea of accommodation, - 571 

Inlisting Orders from the New-Hampshire Con- 
gress to Captain Salter, .... 573 

Letter from Lord Germaine to General Howe, 
in reply to his suggestions for the means of 
augmenting his Army for the next Campaign, 
and explaining the arrangements making for 
that purpose, - 573 

Letter from Matthew Tilghman to the President 
of Congress, requesting that the Hornet and 
Wasp may be ordered to convey Vessels 
through the, Capes, ----- 575 

Letter from the Virginia Committee of Safety to 
the Maryland Convention: Operations of the 

• British in Virginia, and the strength of Lord 
Dun-more, his present situation and circum- 
stances, - - - - - - - 576 

List of the Naval Forces in the Harbour of 
Norfolk and in Hampton Roads, - - 577 

Chesterfield County (Virginia) Committee ac- 
quit Richard Johnston of the charge against 
him, of being an enemy to his country, - 200 

Letter from Samuel Purviance to the President 
of Congress, t 578 

Orders and directions for the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Fleet of the United Colonies, - 578 

Letter from New- York Delegates in Continen- 
tal Congress to Committee of Safety, - - 1033 

Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 
Lord Stirling, - 914 

Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 
Suffolk County Committee, - - - 1024 

Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 
Thomas Wiltes, - - - - - 1025 

Letter from Robert Yates to Jonathan Hampton, 579 

Protest of the Committee for the District of Kin- 
derhook, delivered to the Committee for Al- 
bany County, 579 

Order by the Albany Committee for a new 
election of a Committee for the District of 
Kinderhook, 580 

Letter from General Schuyler to General 
Washington, 580 

Extract of a Letter from an Officer at Montreal, 582 

Letter from James Price to General Schuyler, - 668 

Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- 

. ler, - - - - - - - 668 

Letter from Colonel Arnold to General Wooster, 854 

Connecticut Council of Safety, - - - 611 

Letter from Colonel Ritzema to Peter V. B, 
Livingston, -- - - - -1115 



1776. 
Jan. 5, 



Letter from General Lee to General Washing- 
ton: Shows the necessity for immediate ope- 
rations in New- York, to suppress the ban- 
ditti of Tories there, and requests he may be 
detached for that purpose, *• - 582 

Form of Government adopted by the Provincial 

Congress for New-Hampshire, - 583 
Protest of Members against the form of Govern- 
ment adopted by New-Hampshire Congress, 998 
Court-Martial on Captain Spencer, - - - 584 
Letter from the President of Congress to Gen- 
eral Washington, - - - ' - - 585 
Letter from John Jay to Robert R. Livingston, - 585 
Further Report of the Committee on the North- 
ern Army, - 586 

, Lettersfrom Lord Stirling to the- President of 
Congress, with intercepted Letters addressed 
to the Earl of Dartmouth,. - 586 

, Extract of a Letter from New- York to a Gen- 
tleman in London: Military strength of the 
Colonies, ------- 587 

, Letter from General Schuyler to Governour 

Trumbull: Pay of the Troops, - - 588 

, Letter from General Wooster to Colonel War- 
ner, informing him of the defeat before Q.ue- 
beck, and' urging him to come with a rein- 
forcement of his Green-Mountain Corps, - 588 

, Extract of a Letter from Colonel Arnold, - 589 

, Letter from Governour Trumbull to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, directing his attention to the 
conduct of some of the Inhabitants of West- 
chester County, in New- York, - - - 590 
Letter from the Committee of Inspection in the ■ 
Town of Greenwich, to Governour Trum- 
bull : There is a large quantity of Provisions 
in the bands of the Tories in Westchester 
County, New- York, and much has already 
been put on board the Asia Man-of-War: 
New- York is not warm in the cause, - - 590 
Report of Joseph Hopkins on a Lead-Mine at 
New-Canaan, in New- York, - 591 

, Letter from General Washington to Governour 
Cooke : The Town of Newport should not 
be permitted to supply Captain Wallace's 
Ships with Provisions, - 591 

, Commission and Instructions to William Moro- 
ny, Provost Marshal of the Army of the 
United Colonies, . - . - - - - 593 

, Letter from Colonel Long to the New-Hamp- 
shire Congress, ----- 593 

, Letter from General Schuyler to Colonel Wyn- 

koop, giving instructions about Prisoners, - 594 

, Letter from James Gray to Sir John Johnson, - 594 

, Letter from General Washington to Governour 
Trumbull: Having authentick information 
that a great part of the Inhabitants of Long- 
- Island are inimical to the rights and liberties 
of America, he has ordered General Lee to 
New- York, 595 

, Letter from •General Washington to John Ad- 
ams, on the propriety of the proposed expedi-' 
tion of General Lee to New- York, - - 595 

, Letter from General Washington to William 
Watson, with directions to send out an Armed 
Vessel, if possible, 59.6 

, Letter from Lord Stirling to the President of 
Congress: The Jersey Battalions are very de- 
ficient in Arms, Blankets, and almost every 
necessary: Cortlandt Skinner went off to the 
Asia yesterday: Governour Franklin has given 
his promise not to leave the Province, - - 596 
New- York Committee, ----- Qgg 

Letter from the New- York Committee of Safety 
to the absent Members of the Provincial Con- 
gress, - - - - -- - - 1028 

Letter from the- Committee for Westchester 
County to the New- York Committee of Safe- 
ty : The friends of liberty in Westchester 
County offer their services to reduce the ene- 
mies to their country in Queen's County, - 596 
Letter from M. Pelissier to the President of 

Congress, on .the state of affairs in Canada, - 596 
Translation of M. Pelissier's Letter, - - 601 

, Letter from the Committee for Stonington to 
General Washington: They have carefully 
inquired into the characters of Denny and 
Buddington, and cannot find that either has 
pursued any measure inimical to America, - 603 



CONTENTS. 



9, 



10, 



10, 



.10, 



10, 



8; Letter from John Adams to General Washing- 
ton, approving of General Lee's proceeding 

to New- York, 604 

j Geneml Washington's Instructions to General 

Lee, 604 

, Letter from General Washington to the New- 
York Committee of Safety, informing them 
that he has ordered General Lee to New- 
York, - 605 

, Letter from R. Hooe to Daniel of St. Thomas 

Jenifer, ------- 606 

, Address of the New- York Committee Of Safety 

to the Inhabitants of the Colony, - - 606 

Letter from the New- York Committee of Safe- 
ty to the Committee of Cumberland County, 1031 
9, Connecticut Council of Safety, - - - 611 

9, Extract of a Letter from Cambridge : Capture 

of a Guard at Charlestown, - - - 613 

Address of the Noblemen, &c, of the County 
of Aberdeen, to the King, - 613 

Address of the Deacons of the Fourteen Incor- 
porated Trades of Glasgow, to the King, - 614 

Address of the Justices of the Peace, &c, for 
the County of Wigton, to the King, - - 614 

Proclamation by Governour Martin, - - 980 

Commission by Governour Martin to Allan 
McDonald, and others, - - - - 981 

Manifesto by General Donald McDonald, - 982 

Letter from Captain Ewing to Colonel Small- 
wood, - ... - - - -615 

Letter from the Fredericktown Committee to 
the President of Congress, with Dr.- Smith, 
under guard, ------ 615 

Letter from Dr. Smith, dated November 24, - 615 

Plan and objects of Connolly's Secret Expedi- 
tion, . 616 

Connolly's Commission from Lord Dunmore, - 617 

Letter from Colonel Connolly to Alexander 
McKee, December 16, - - - - 617 

Letter from Colonel Connolly to Captain Lord: 
He is a prisoner, and the whole-scheme at an 
end; December 16, 617 

Letter from Colonel Connolly to Captain Ler- 
noult, Commanding Officer at Detroit : Ad- 
vises him to evaeuate the Garrison, and, with 
Captain Lord, move down the Mississippi, and 
join Lord Dunmore at Norfolk, - 618 

Letter from Colonel Connolly to Captain Lord, 
or Officer commanding at Illinois: Orders 
him to remove down the Mississippi to New- 
Orleans, or wherever he can find a convey- 
ance to Virginia, ----- 618 

Letter from John Connolly to Mrs. Connolly, at 
Pittsburgh, 618 

Letter from the Lancaster (Pennsylvania) Com- 
mittee to the President of Congress, request- 
ing provision may be made for the Prisoners 
at that place, --_-.- 619 

Letter from the President of Congress to Gene- 
ral Sehuyler, ------ 619 

Letter from Christopher Gadsden to Admiral 
Hopkins, 620 

Letter from Lord Stirling to the President of 
Congress, enclosing Letters of Governour 
Franklin and Colonel Winds, - - - 621 

Letter from Colonel Winds to Governour Frank- 
lin, requiring of him a pledge that he will 
not leave the Province, - 621 

Reply of Governour Franklin : He will not quit 
the Province unless compelled by violence, - 621 

Letter from Governour Franklin to Colonel 
Winds, requiring him, as he will answer the 
contrary at his peril, to remove the Sentinels 
placed at his Gate, 622 

Reply of Colonel Winds: He has done nothing 
but what was his duty as a faithful Officer of 
the Congress, ------ 622 

Letter from the New- York Committee of Safe- 
ty to Lord Stirling, ----- 1031 

Letter from Isaac Rysdick to Robert Benson: 
He has translated the Address of the Conven- 
tion into Dutch, as directed, - 622 

Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
'of Congress: Fears the next Letter from Ge- 
neral Montgomery will announce ^ disa- 
greeable account of his having raWed the 
siege, - - 622 

Letterfrom William Sever to Hugh Orr, - 1258 



10, 



10, 



8, 



10, 



10, 



10, 



10, 



10, 



10, 



10, 



10, 



11 



Fourth Series. — YoL it. 



Jan. 10, Letter from General Washington to Lord Stir- 
ling, informing him that General Lee has been 
sent to protect New-York, and requesting his 
assistance, ------ 623 

Letter from General Washington to the Massa- 
chusetts Council of Safety: The Army can- 
not be raised to the new establishment by vo- 
luntary inlistments: This and the neighbor- 
ing Governments should, in time, adopt some 
other expedient for effecting it, - - - 624 

Letter from General Washington to General 
Sullivan, - • 625 

Letter from Robert H. Harrison to William Bart- 
lett, respecting the Armed Vessels, -■ - 625 

Letter from Lieutenant Knight, a prisoner, taken 
at Machias, representing his case, and re- 
questing to be released, _ - - - 626 

Letter from Committee of Safety to New-Hamp- 
shire Delegates in Continental Congress, - 996 

Letter from Joshua Wentworth to. General 

Washington, 626 

Southampton (Virginia) Committee acquit Wil- 
liam Urquhart of the imputation of having act- 
ed contrary to the Association, - 627 

Letter from Lord Stirling to the President of 
Congress: Has given orders to permit Go- 
vernour Franklin to remain at his house, un- 
less Congress order to the contrary, - - 627 

Letter from New- York Delegates in Continen- 
tal Congress to Committee of Safety, - - 1045 

Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

General Schuyler, ----- 1036 

Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 
Robert R. Livingston, - 1037 

Letter from New-York Committee of Safety to 
Peter R. Livingston, ----- 1037 

Letter from Committee of Safety to New- York 
Delegates in Continental Congress, - - 1038 

Letterfrom Tryon County (New-York) Com- 
mittee to General Schuyler, - 667 

Affidavit of Jonathan French, of Tryon County, 668 

Letter from Colonel Arnold to the Congress, on. 
the state of affairs generally in Canada, - 627 

Letterfrom Jedediah Foster to the Committee 

for Northampton, - - - - 1259 

Letter from Jedediah Foster to the Committee 
for Marshfield-, 1259 

Letter from Isaac Smith tp John Adams, - - 1271 

Letter from General Washington to. President 

of Congress, 629 

" General Orders, from January 5 to January 1 1, 630 

General Return of the Army, - - - 631 

Return of the Artillery Regiment, - 633 

Return of the Militia who have consented to re- 
main in Camp till the end of January,. - - 634 

Commissioned Officers of twenty-seVen Regi- 
ments in the service of the United Colonies, 
January, 1776, - 633-646 

11, Address to the Soldiers of Massachusetts-Bay, 
who are now in Arms against the Laws of 
their Country: By continuing in Arms, they 
will trample upon the laws of the mildest 
Government upon earth, and throw off their 
allegiance to the most humane Sovereign that 
ever swayed a sceptre, and submit to a ty- 
ranny uncontrolled either by the laws of 
God or man, --._._ 647 
] 1, Letter to Meshech Weare, informing him of the " 

Proceedings of the Committee at Portsmouth, 653 

11, Instructions to the Maryland Delegates in Con- 

gress : They are not, without the approba- 
tion of the Convention, to assent to a declara- 
tion of Independence, - 653 

12, Letter from the President of Congress to New- 

York Committee of Safety, - 1073 

12, Letter from the President of Congress to the ' 
New-Hampshire Committee' of Safety: One of 
the Battalions for the defence of Canada is to 
be furnished by New-Hampshire, - - 654 
12, Representation ofthe Field-Officers ofthe Penn- 
sylvania Battalions to the Congress, - - 655 
12, Letter: from Lord Stirling to Colonel Maxwell, 915 
12, Letter from Lord Stirling to the New- York 
Committee of Safety: The enemies to Ame- 
rican liberty are very busy on Staten Island; 
he will disarm them, if requested, . _ 655 

12, Letterfrom Thomas Wickes to the New- York 

Committee of Safety, - 655 



U 



11, 



11 



II 



11, 



11, 



11 



11 



LI 

1776. 
Jan. 12. 

12, 

12, 



CONTENTS. 



.Letter from General Carleton to General Howe: 

Account of the attack on Quebeck, - - 656 

Proclamation by Governour Trumbull, - - 931 

Account of the proceedings of the British in 
Rhode-Lsland, -. 656 

Letter from General Washington to General 
Montgomery, - - - - - 657 

Common Sense, - - - - - - 1541 

Xetter from William Wall to Admiral Hopkins, 657 

Letter from Joskin Bartlett to the New-Hamp- 
shire Committee of Safety, - 658 

Instructions to Captain ■Meston, of the Snow 
Dickenson, ------ 658. 

Letter from Bayard & Co. to. the French Mer- 
chants, respecting the purchase of Gunpowde-i, 
&c, - - -. - - - 659 

Notices of the seizing of the Snow Dickenson by 

the Crew, 659 

Proceedings of the Committee of New-Jersey, 660-666 

Letter from General Schuyler to General Wash- 
ington, .--_--- 666 

Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress: In the present critical state of 
affairs, nothing but the immediate march of a 
body of Troops into Canada- can secure that 
Province, for the Canadians are not to be de- 
pended upon, ....-- 666 

Letter from the Tryon County Committee to 
General Schuylei',asking his assistance; they 
are. without Powder, and hostile preparations 
■ are on foot, in Johnstown, against the friends 
of American liberty, ----- 667 

Plan of Sir John Johnson to cut off the Whigs 
in Tryon County, as given by Jonathan 
French, - - - - - - - 663 

Letter from James Price to General Schuyler: 
Fears the Army in Canada will be in great 
want of Cash; his house, has advanced them 
upwards of twenty thousand Pounds, and is 
nearly exhausted, - - - - 668 

Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- 
ler, giving an account of the defeat at Quebeck, 668 

Letter from Colonel Campbell lo General Woos- 
ter: Has not yet received a return of killed 
and wounded, ------ 670 

Letter from Colonel Arnold to General Woos- 
ter: Will endeavour to continue the blockade 
at Quebeck, 670 

Letter from General Washington to Colonel 
McDougall, 671 

Letter from General Washington to the Massa- 
chusetts Assembly, asking their assistance in 
procuring Arms for the Troops, - - - 672 

Letter from General Washington to Matthew 
Thornton, - .... _ - 672 

Letter from Benjamin Fessenden to James War- 
ren, enclosing the Proceedings of the Com- 
mittee for the Town of Sandwich, on the sail- 
ing of a Vessel from that place for the West- 
Indies, contrary to the recommendations of 
the Continental Congress, - - - . - 673 

Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress; He has sent Colonel Warner 
to throw into Canada whatever numbers of 
Men he can procure upon the New-Hamp- 
shire Grants, - - - -' - - 671 

Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- 
ler, 852 

Letter from Colonel Arnold to General Wash- 
ington, ------- 674 

List of the Killed, Wpunded, and Prisoners, in 
the attack on Gtuebeck, December 31, 1775, 675 

Letter from Colonel Huntington to Governour 
Trumbull, 675 

Letter from General Washington to the Presi- 
dent of Congress: The deficiency in Arms is 
truly alarming ; few men who have any will 
engage in the service; and we must take men 
without, or get none, while we have lo con- 
tend with a formidable Army, well provided 
in every respect, - - - _ . 675 

Letter from General Washington to Joseph Reed, 676 

Letter from General Washington lo Colonel 
Wentworth, 679 

Rev. William Douglas, charged with speaking 
disrespectfully of the People of America, ac- 
quitted with honour by the Committee for 
Goochland County, Virginia, ■ - - - 679 



1776. 
Jan. 1 5 . 



( Samuel Burks, suspected of having acted as an 
enemy to America, declared innocent of the 
charge by the Committee for Prince. Edward 
County, Virginia, - - - *- - 679 

Custis.Kellum, tried and convicted by the Com- 
mittee for Accomack County, Virginia, for 
calling the Bostonians a pack of Rebels, asks 
forgiveness, and is pardoned, ... 679 

Letter from Daniel of St., Thomas Jenifer to 
Charles Carroll: Thinks the cloud, almost 
ready to burst upon us, may be dispersed, and 
a plan formed which may save millions of 
money and thousands of lives, - ■ - - 680 

Letter from Charles Carroll to Mr. Jenifer: Is 
willing, with others, to lend his assistance to 
form a plan for the very good purposes he 
mentions, ------- 680 

Letter from Christopher Gadsden to Commo- 
dore Hopkins, - - - - - 681 

Letter from the New- York Delegates to the 
President of Congress, ... - - 681 

Letter from Colonel McDougall to Philip Li- 
vingston, with an account of all the Powder 
the Colony has possessed since the battle of 
Lexington, ------ 681 

Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in Al- 
bany: An Express has just arrived, with the 
news that Sir John Johnson, with five hun- 
dred men and a few Indians, were assembling 
in a hostile manner, - - - - - 682 

Message to the Mohawks, by Mr. Bleecker, In- 
dian Interpreter, __--- 682 

Reply of the Mohawks, - - - - 683 

Answer sent from the Squaws, - 683 

Letter from Governour, Trumbull tD General 
Washington: Will cheerfully co-operate in 
the measures for the security of New- York, 
and has , appointed- Field-Officers for two Re- 
giments of Volunteers, to be placed under the 
command of General Lee, - - -.■ - 683 

Letter from General Washington to James 
Warren, ,-684 

Letter from William Watson to General Wash- 
ington, - - - - - - 684 

Letter, from Meshech Weare to General Wash- 
ington: It is not possible to furnish any Arms 
from New-Hampshire, - 685 

Letter. from Mark Hopkins to Colonel. Barrett, 766 

Letter from Thomas W. Waldron to the New- 
Hampshire Committee of Safely, - 685 

Letter from Herbert Courtenay to Charles Car- 
roll, -686 

Letter from the President of Congress to Ge- 
neral Washington, - - - - - 686 

Letter from Thomas Lynch to General Wash- 
ington : Lord Drummond is at Philadelphia, 
with terms of reconciliation; he will propose 
them to the -consideration of Congress as soon 
as the most urgent affairs are over, - - 687 

Proceedings of the New-York Committee, from 
the 4th to the 16th of January, - - - 689 

Memorial of William Leary to the New- York . 
Committee of Safety, - 693 

Letter from General Lee to General Washing- 
ton, 694 

Report of Samuel Molt to Governour Trumbull, 
on the Works erected and proposed for the 
defence of New-London,- Groton, and Sto- 
nington, 695 

Letter from General Washington to General 
Schuyler, - 696 

Letter from General Washington to Governour 
Trumbull, 697 

Letter from General Washington to Governour 
Cooke, 697 

Letter from General Washington to the General 
Court of Massachusetts, - - - • 698 

Letter from General Washington to Matthew 
Thornton, - - ' - - - 699 

Letter from Newburyport Committee to Massa- 
chusetts Council, - - - - - 792 

Letter from General Howe to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth: His advice is to leave the Southern 
Provinces, in the fullest persuasion of their 
seGMrity, until the Rebels are defeated at New- 
YctSe. The Southern Rebels would have 
been, unable to defend themselves, had they 
not been roused by the conduct of their Go- 



LIU 

1776. 



CONTENTS. 



Jan.l 

17: 

17, 

17, 
17, 

17, 

17, 

*?, 
17, 



vernours. The ill consequences from another 
defensive campaign are not to be described. 
For an offensive campaign, a proper Army, of 
twenty thousand men, is necessary, - - 699 
7, Letter from John Youste to the Maryland Coun- 
cil of Safety, 702 

Extract of a Letter from New- York : General 
Lee is on his way there; the Jersey Troops 
are crossing to Long-Island, - 702 

Letter from New-York Committee of Safety to 
General Schuyler, - - - - - 1053 

Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

Lord Stirling, 1053 

Petition, Address, and Remonstrance, of the In- 
habitants of the New-Hampshire Grants to the 
Continental Congress, - 702 

Further accounts of the unsuccessful attack on 
Qut:beck, 705-709 

Letter from Robert H. Harrison to William 
Bartlett, 709 

Letter from General Sullivan to General Gates, 709 

Letter from General Sullivan to the General 
Court of New-Hampshire: A Court of In- 
quiry will be held to-morrow on Colonel Stark, 709 

Letter from Meshech Weare to General Wash- 
ington, 709 

Extract of a Letter from a Captain of an English 
Transport at Boston to his Owners, - - 710 



1775. 
Dec. 7, 



12, 



MARYLAND CONVENTION. 

; Convention met af Annapolis, - - - 711 

List of the Delegates, - - - - 711 

Matthew Tilghinan chosen President, and Ga- 
briel Duvall Clerk, - ' - - - .711 

Connolly, Smith, ,and Cameron, in custody by 
order of the Frederick County Committee, - 711 

Robert Alexander and John Rogers chosen 
Delegates to' the Continental Congress, in 
place of John Hall and Robert Goldsborough, 712 

Parliamentary Post not permitted to travel in, or 

pass through, the Province, ... 713 

Every Member of the Convention required to 
keepali the Debates and Proceedings secret, 713 

Francis Baker, of Talbot County, who had been 
guilty of a breach of the Continental Associa- 
tion, expelled the House, .... 713 

Committee for Talbot County requested to send 
Isaac Atkinson, under a guard, to the Con- 
vention, - - - _ _ - . 714 

Committee for Kent County requested to send 
the Rev. John Patterson, under a guard, to 
the Convention, - 714 

No Boat, or other Vessel, belonging to the Pro- 
vince, permitted to go out of the Province 
without a license, in writing, from the Con- 
vention, or a Committee, ----- 715 

Members ordered not to leave the House with- 
out permission, ------ 715 

Committee on a Petition from the Frontier In- 
habitants of Frederick County, - - . 7ig 

Committee to devise the best ways and means to 

>. promote the manufacture of Saltpetre, - - 715 

Conduct of Committee for Somerset County, in 

raising a Company, approved, - 715 

Committee to report who have subscribed, or re- 
fused or neglected to subscribe, the Associa- 
tion directed by the last Convention, - - 716 

Committee to report who have not enrolled 
themselves either as Minute or Artillery -Men, 
. or in the Militia, - - -. - - 716 

Committee to examine and report the quantity 
and condition of the Arms and Ammunition of 
the Province, - - 716 

Cannon and Shot at Fort Cumberland, Old- 
town, and Fort Frederick, to be conveyed to 
Baltimore, 716 

William Bartlett Townsend, of Worcester Coun- 
ty, has left ihe Province with inimical designs 
against the same, and has carried sundry In- 
habitants of the Province to join Lord Dun- 
more, 717 

Robert Buchanan, a Member for Kent County, 
-■ censured by the Convention, - 717 

Robert Davis reprimanded for resisting the Or- 
ders of the Committee for Anne Arundel 
County, 718 



1775. 
Dec, 16, Isaac Atkinson brought before the Convention, 
reprimanded, and required to give a bond of 
one thousand Pounds for his future good be- 
haviour, - ■ - - - - -719 
, Thanks of the Convention to the Committee of 
Somerset County, for arresting and securing 
Atkinson, - - - - . - - 719 

18, Rev. Mr. Patterson brought before the Conven- 

tion in custody of a Guard; heard in his de- 
fence, and acknowledged the impropriety of 
his conduct, in speaking disrespectfully of the ■ 
Proceedings of the Conventions of the Pro- 
vince, 720 

19, Committee of Worcester County directed to or- 

der Benjamin Shockley before them, and repri- 
mand him, ------ 721 

21, Edward Davis, on suspicion of attempting to 

convey intelligence to Lord Dunmore, brought 
before the Convention, examined, and ordered 
to be confined, - - - - - 721 

22, Committee to consider and report. the most ef- 

fectual method of establishing a Gun-Lock 
Manufactory, - - - - - - - 722 

23, Committee to receive and report on all Propo- 

sals relating to the establishment of Manufac- 
tories of any kind within the Province, - 722 

Instructions to the Delegates in Congress re- 
specting the sale of India Teas, - 723 

Committee to consider what alterations and 
amendments are necessary in the Regulations 
of the Militia, 723 

27, Resolutions for the encouragement of the manu- 

facture of Saltpetre, - - - - 723 

Form of a Commission for the Officers of the 

Militia of the Province, - - - - - "725 
Commissioners for the establishment of a Gun- 

Lock Manufactory in Frederic ktown, - - 726 

28, Council of Safety authorized to lend Money, 

without interest, to encourage the erection of 
a Powder-Mill within fourteen miles of Bal- 
timore, ---_.__ 726 

29, Committee to prepare a rkaught of Instructions 

for the Deputies representing this Province in 

1776. Congress, - 727 

Jan. 1, Report of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Province, to put the Province im- 
mediately in a state of defence, and raise a 
sufficient Armed Force for its protection, read 
and adopted, 728 

Committee to report Resolutions for raising and 
supporting the Forces to be raised, - - 728 

Committee to report Rules and Regulations for 
the government of the Forces, - 728 

2, Persons commissioned in the Regular Forces 

cannot serve in the Convention, or hold any 
civil office, ------ 728 

Field- Officers for the Battalion (Light-Infantry) 
chosen, ------- 733 

Captains of the seven Independent Companies, - 728 
Captains of the Light- Infantry, ... 729 
Vessel from Lincoln County, Massachusetts, 
permitted- to take a quantity of Grain from 
Somerset County, - - ■ . . . 729 
Lieutenants for the Independent Companies and 

Light-Infantry, ---.._ 729 

3, Petition of Fielder Gaunt, for assistance fti work- 

ing a Lead-Mine in Frederick County, granted, 730 
Petition of Alexander McFadon, for assistance 
in establishing a Linen, Woollen, and Cotton 
Manufactory, in Frederick County, rejected, 730 
Petition of Edward Parker granted,' -. - 731 
Report of Committee for establishing Linen and 
Woollen Manufactories throughout the Pro- 
vince, rejected, ------ 731 

4, Rule for making out Commissions for Officers of 

the Independent Companies, - 732 

Amendments to the Regulations of the Militia 
of the Province, - 733 

5, Committees of Observation required to pur- 

chase the whole of the Sulphur in their re- 
spective Counties, - - - ~ - " 735 

The several Counties in, the Province divided 
into? Districts, or Brigades, - ' - _ _ 735 

A Brigadier-Genera), a Quartermaster, and an 

Adjutant, allowed to each District, ■ - - 735 

6, Field-Officers of the Militia in the several Dis- 

tricts appointed, - - - „ . 735 

8j Further appointments in the Militia, - - 737 



LY 

1778. 
Jan. 9, 

10, 
H, 

12, 



13, 



CONTENTS. 



LVI 



H, 



15, 



16, 



18, 



Committee to prepare and report a scheme for the 
emission of Bills of Credit, to defray the ex- 
penses of defending the Province, - - 738 
Instructions for the Deputies representing the 
Province in Congress, considered, - - 738 

Instructions for the Deputies further considered, 
and adopted, .----- 738 

Money advanced to William Whetcroft, of An- 
napolis, to assist him in erecting a Rolling, . 
Sheeting, and Slitting Mill, within twenty 
miles of Baltimore, - - ' - - ~ '40 

Rank of Counties and Colonels established, - 740 

Bills of Credit, to the amount of five hundred and 
thirty-five thousand one hundred and eleven 
Dollars and one-ninth part of a Dollar, to be 
emitted, - - 741 

Provision for redeeming the Bills of Credit, - 743 

Regulations adopted for Raising, Clothing, and 
Victualling the Forces to be raised in the Pro- 
vince, 744 

Officers of the Forces to be raised, - - ^ - 745 

Instructions for inlisting Men in the service of 
Maryland, - - - ' - - - 746 

Rules for regulating and governing the Forces 
to be raised and employed in the Service of the 
Province of Maryland, - 748 

Minute-Companies in Dorchester, (iueen Anne, 
and Kent, ordered to march irnmediatelyto 
Accomack and Northampton Counties, in Vir- 
ginia, to theassistanceofthe Inhabitants there, 753 

Powers and authorities of the Deputies of the 
Province, in Congress, continued to the end 
of the next session of the Convention, - - 754 

Rank of the Militia Officers established, - _ - 754 

Regulations for filling vacancies in Committees . 
ofObservatton, - - 755 

All persons who neglect or refuse to sign the 
Association before the eleventh day of April 
next, required to deliver up their Anns, - 756 

Report on the Memorial from the Justices of 
Baltimore County Court, - - - 756 

Conduct of many persons in neglecting to pay 
their Levies, highly disapproved by the Con- 
vention, - ------ 758 

Encouragement to John Archer and James Har- 
ris to undertake a Flax or Hemp Manufactory, 759 

Manner of collecting Debts prescribed, - - 759 

Council of Safety. Their powers and duties, - 759 

Records to be removed from Annapolis to some 
place of greater security, - - - - 761 

Declaration of the Convention on the King's 
Speech to Parliament, on the 27th of October 
last, 762 

Adjourned to second Tuesday in April, but may 
be convened sooner by Council of Safety, - 762 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, ETC. 

Jan. 1 8, Letter from Ba"yard, Jackson & Co., to Mon- 

tandouin"& Frere, - - - . - - 659 
18, Letter from the President of Congress to the 
Committee for Lancaster, in -Pennsylvania : 
The conduct of the Committee respecting the 
Prisoners is approved by Congress, - - 761 

Letter*from the President of Congress to Gene- 
ral Washington, 763 

Letter from Committee of Congress to Com- 
modore Hopkins, giving him information and 
instructions, - - - - - - 763 

Letter from Lord Stirling to Colonel Maxwell, 916 

Letter from Lord Stirling to the President of .. 
Congress : Preparations for Colonel Heard's 
expedition to Queen's County, New- York, - 764 
8, Return of Field and Staff Officers of the First 

New-Jersey Regiment, - 765 

8 Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

James Livingston, - 1055 

Proclamation by Governour Trumbull, - - 931 

Resolutions of County Convention at Fairfield, 
Connecticut, - - - - ' - - 765 
18, Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 
Washington: Has given orders to raise a Re- 
giment for Canada, - - - - - 765 

Letter from General Wooster to Colonel War- 
ner, urging him to collect as many Men as 
possible immediately, and send them to Ca- - . 
nada, * - - - - * 766 



Letter from Mark Hopkins to Colonel Barrett, 
urging him to forward on Recruits, to be sent 
to Montreal, _-.--- 
Jan. 1 8, Letter from General Washington to General 
Schuyler: A Council of General Officers has 
determined that Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and New-Hampshire, should each immediate- 
ly raise a Regiment for Canada, - 

18, Letter from Colonel Enos to General Washing- 
ton, requesting permission to resign, 

18, Letter from General Sullivan to the New-Hamp- 
shire Assembly, - - - - - - 

18, Letter from Joseph Mayhew to the Massachu- 
setts Council, informing them of the state of 
civil affairs in Dukes County, - 

18, Letter from Hugh Orr to Moses Gill, - 

18, Return of the number of Inhabitants on the Isle 

of Shoals, 

19 f Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
Richard Harrison, - 

19, Instructions of the Maryland Council of Safety 

to Captain Forsythe, to dispose of his cargo at 
Martinico, and, with the proceeds, to purchase 
Arms and Ammunition for the Province, - 

19, Letter from Lord Stirling to the President of 
Congress: The party destined for Q,ueen's 
County are chiefly on Long-Island, 

19, Letter from Samuel Tucker to the President of 
Congress: The British Officers, prisoners, 
have made choice of Bordentown for their 
place of residence, and request the Band of 
Musick and their Servants may go with them, 

19, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 
Captain Samuel Raymond, 

19, Letter from New-York Committee of Safety to 
Commissioners for Fortifications, 

19, Letter from New-York Committee of Safety to- 
Albany County Committee, 

19, Letter from Richmond County Committee to 
New- York Committee of Safety, 

10, Declaration by the Inhabitants of Queen's Coun- 
ty, New-York, 

19, Oath subscribed by sundry Inhabitants of 
Queen's County, New- York, - 

19, Letter from Thomas Grenell to New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety, - 

19, Letter from General Wooster to Gen. Schuyler, 

19, Letter from Perez Morton to Massachusetts De- 
legates in Congress, - 

19, Letter from General Washington to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, ----- 
Minutes of a Council of War at Head-Quarters, 

Cambridge, held January 16, 1776, 
Minutes of another Council of War held On the 
16th of January, - - . - 

19, Letter fropi General Washington to the General 
Court of Massachusetts, requesting them to 
raise a Regiment to reinforce the Army in 
Canada, - - - > - - - - 775 
General Orders, from January 12 to January 19, 776 

19, Orders by General Sullivan to Colonel Wal- 

drOn, to raise a Regiment for Canada, - 

20, Address of an American, recommending the 

opening the Forts of the Colonies to all Na- 
tions except the British, - 

20, Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
the Deputies of Maryland in Congress, re- 
questing them to procure Cannon for the For- 
tifications at Annapolis and Baltimore, - 

20, Letter from Stephen Steward to Charles Wal- 
lace, with a plan for the defence of Amnapolis, 

20, Letter from James Murray to the Maryland 
Council of Safety, ■> 

20j Letter from the President of Congress to Gene- 
ral Washington: The Congress are anxious 
to repair our losses in Canada, and to gain 
possession of Quebeck before the enemy can. 
be reinforced in the Spring, - 

20, Letter from the President of Congress to Govern- 
our Trumbull, - - * - 

20, Letter from the President of Congress .to the 
Convention-of New-Hampshire, - 

20, Letter from the President of Congress to the 
New- York Committee of Safety, 

20, Letter from the President of Gongress to Gene- 
ral Schuyler, ------ 

20, Letter from the President of Congress to the 
New-Jersey Committee of Safety, 



766 



766 



763 



768 



769 

1285 



770 



771 



771 



- 772 



772 



1056 



- 1057 



1057 



1069 



858 



860 



1064 
1004 



- 1266 



772 



774 



774 



778 



779 



780 



780 



780 



781 
782 



782 



783 



783 



- 783 



1776. 

Jan.'Zd, 



20, 
20, 



20, 
20, 

20, 
20, 



2a 

20, 

.20, 

20, 
16, 

20, 

20, 
20, 
20, 
20, 
20, 

20, 
21, 
21, 

21, 

21, 
21, 

21, 
21, 

21, 

21, 
21, 



.Letter from Josiah Bartletj to the New-Hamp- 
shire Committee of Safety: Every exertion 
will be made by the Congress to repair the 
loss sustained at Quebeck. No cost or pains 
will be spared to securethe important Province 
of Canada, • 784 

Application of Colonel Bull to the Congress, 
for permission to resign, - 785 

Ancient Testimony and Principles of the People 
called Quakers renewed, with respect to the 
King and Government, and touching the com- 
motions now prevailing in New-Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, and other parts of America: 
addressed to the People in general, - - 785 

Letter from Lord Stirling to New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety, 1065 

Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 
the Delegates in Congress, - - ■- - 787 

Letter from John Brickcll to the New- York 
Congress, 788 

Letter from Colonel McDougall to General 
Washington: It is impossible to send hitn 
Powder from New- York. Until recently, 
their entire stock was less than three hundred 
pounds; and now many of the Counties have 
none, ; 789 

Letter from Governour Trumbull to the Presi- 
dent of Congress: Orders have been given for 
raising the Regiments called for ; but there is . 

great distress for want of Arms, - 789 

Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 

Schuyler, 790 

Proclamation by Governour Trumbull, - - 932 

Letter from General Washington to Governour 
Trumbull, 790 

Instructions to Captain Charles Dyar, of the 
Schooner Harrison, ----- 791 

Letter from the Newburyport Committee to the 
' Massachusetts Council, informing of the cap- 
ture of two Vessels, and sending Prisoners, - 792 

Letter from W. Sever to General Washington, 
placing at his disposal Lieutenant Hill, taken 
in one of the Prizes, - 792 

Letter from W. Sever to the Newburyport Com- 
mittee, - - - - - 793 

Letter from General Washington to the New- 
buryport Committee, - 793 

Letter from General Washington to the Com- 
mittee of Stonington, _ . - - 793 

Letter from Robert H. Harrison to William 
Watson, to send Captain Dyar on a cruise, - 793 

Letter from Robert H. Harrison to Stephen 
Moylun : The present situation of affairs will 
not justify the attempt on the Fowey, - • - 793 

Letter from General Sullivan to the New-Hamp- 
shire Assembly, .*.--- 794 

Letter from Colonel Woodford to the Virginia 
Convention, ------ 794 

Letter from Captain Strieker lo Maryland Coun- 
cil of Safety, 794 

Berk's County (Pennsylvania) Committee re- 
commend a Provincial Convention, and ap- 
point Delegates to attend in. behalf of the 
County, - - - - - - - 795 

Buck's County Committee appoint persons to 
acquire a competent knowledge of making 
Saltpetre, - - - - - - 795 

Letter from the New- York Committee of Safe- 
ty to Lord Stirling, informing him that a 
Vessel is off the Hook, deeply laden with 
Stores for the Army at Boston, - - - 795 

Letter from New- York Committee of Safety 
to Joseph Hallet, - - - - - 796 

Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 
General Lee, - 1062 

Speech from' General Schuyler to the Six Na- 
tions, sent by Mr. Deane, - 855 

Letter from Colonel Bayley to General Wooster, 1500 

Letter from General Wooster to General Wash- 
ington : The Clergy are exciting the Cana- 
dians against us; Q,uebeek will be defended 
to the last extremity ; to do any thing effectual 
we must have Men, and Powder, and heavy 
Cannon, by the middle of March, - - 796 

Letter from Governour Cooke to General Wash- 
ington: Encloses the Vote of the Town of 
Newport authorizing the supply of Provi- 
sions to Captain Wallace, - - - 797 



1776. 
■7a.7i.21, 



22, 
22, 



22, 
22, 

22, 

22, 
22, 
22, 
22, 
22, 

22, 



CONTENTS. LYIII 

, Letter from General Washington to Governour 
Trumbull: Encouragements proposed for the 
Officers and Soldiers of the Regiment des- 
tined for Canada, 798 

Information communicated by Governour 
Wright to Dr. Jones and Joseph Clay, - 799 

Letter from Lord Dunmore to Colonel Corbin, 1208 

Letter from Thomas Johnson, Jim., to Mary- 
land Council of Safety, - - - - 800 

Letter from Maryland Council of .Safety lo 
Stephen Steward ; The Council desire to con- 
sult with him on the means of defending An- 
napolis, 800 

Letter from Maryland Council of Safety to the 
Mayor of Annapolis, - 800 

Letter from Lancaster Committee to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, - . - - - - 801 

Complaints and demands of the British Officers, 

prisoners at Lancaster, - 801 

Letter from Captain Williams to the President 
of Congress, - - - - - - 802 

Letter from New-York Committee of Safety to 
Lord Stirling, - 1065 

Letter from Gommiltee of Safety to New-York 
Delegates in Congress, - - - - 1066 

Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 
Colonel Graham, - - - - ' - 1067 

Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress, ------ 802 

Letter from General Schuyler to General Wash- 
ington: Has just returned from a visit to 
Tryon County to disarm the Malignants 
there, which has been effected, - 805 

Letter from General Lee to the President of 
Congress: Has collected about twelve hun- 
dred Men in Connecticut, and is marching di- 
rectly to New- York; advises strong mea- 
sures with the Tories,- and by all means to 
secure New- York, - - - - - - 805 

Letter from the New- York Committee of Safety 
to General Lee: Requests htm not to march 
to New- York with Connecticut Troops be- 
fore he makes such explanations to them on 
this important subject as his duty may permit 
him to make, - - -* •* 807 

Letter from Colonel Maiwell to Lord Stirling, 916 

Letter from Colonel Warner to General Schuy- 
ler, 852 

Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 

Washington, ------ 808 

Letter from James Wilkinson to General Sulli- 
van, 809 

Letter from Colonel Huntington to Governour 
Trumbull, - - - r ' - - 809 

Letter from William Sever to Newburyport 
Committee, - * 1275 

Letter from Meshech Weare to General Wash- 
ington, - - - - - - - 809 

Letter from the New-Hampshire Council of 
Safety to General Washington : Directions 
were promptly given to raise the Regiment 
for Canada, under the command of Colonel 
Timothy Bedel, 810 

Instructions to the Committee of the New- 
Hampshire Assembly appointed to wait on 
General Washington, - - - - 810 

Orders to Colonels Morey and Bellows, to pro- 
cure, immediately, Supplies forColonel Bedel's 
Regiment, - -," - - - -811 

Orders to Lieutenant-Colonel Waite, to raise 
men immediately for Colonel Bedel's Compa- 
ny of Rangers, - - - - - 811 

Letter from General Howe to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth: General Clinton sailed on the 20th; 
he has blank Commissions, lo be used if he 
embodies any Provincials; Commissions are 
sent to three gentlemen, who have been long 
in North -Carolina, to secure the attachment 
of the Highlanders settled in that Colony, - 812 

Letter from Addison Murdock to Maryland 
Council of Safety, - - - - - 812 

Letter from Maryland Council of Safety to 
Prince George's County Committee, to pro- 
vide a safe place in Upper Marlborough for 
the Publick Records, - 813 

Letter from Maryland Council of Safety to 
their Delegates in Congress, respecting Let- 
ters from Governour Eden, - 813 



22, 

22, 

22, 
22, 
22, 
22, 
22, 
21, 



LIX 



CONTENTS. 



1776. 
Jan,%3, Letter from Colonel Maxwell to President of 
Congress: His Regiment ordered to Canada 
immediately; is in want of a great part of 
every thing butmen, - 813 

23, Letter from New-Jersey Committee of Safety 
to the President of Congress: General Pres- 
cott ivill be sent forward to-morrow morning 1 , 
under a guard, - 814 

23, Letter from Dr. Huddleston to the President of 
Congress, asking permission to' return to Que- 
beck, 814 

23, Letter from New-Jersey Committee- of Safety 

to the President of Congress, respecting the 
Prisoners in Trenton, - 815 

24, Letter from Samuel Tucker to the President of - 

Congress, -815 

General Schuyler's Orders to Captain Hurlbert, 
in charge of the Prisoners^Ticonderoga, No- 

• vember 1, 1775, 816 

Return of Clothing, &c, that was lost, belonging 
to his Majesty's Seventh Regiment of Royal 
Fusiteers at Trenton, - 817 

23, Letter from Robert Ogden to New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety : Lord Stirling has gone to 
take the Vessel, 817 

23, Letter from John Imlay to New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety, - - - - - 8 1 7 

23, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety 

to Committee of Kingston, Ulster County, - 1070 

23, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

Thomas Grenell, - - - _ - 1071 

23, Letter from James McClaughry to New- York 

Committee of Safety, - - - - 1091 

23, Letter from John Graham to Colonel McDou- 
gall ; Was only a passengeron board the vessel 
wrecked on Squam BeaCh, which was laden 
byGovernour Tryon with presents for Gene- 
ral Howe, 818 

23, Letter from John Blackler to New-York Com-. 
mittee of Safety, requesting to be released 
from Prison, - - - - - -818 

23, Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress: Narrative of his excursion to 
Tryon County, 8(8 

23, Letter from General Schuyler to Governour 

Trumbull, - ' 829 

23, Letter from. General Lee to New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety: It is not his intention to 
commence active hostilities against the Men- 
of-War in the Harbour; but if they make a 
pretext of his presence to fire on the Town, 
the first house they set in flames shall be the 
funeral pile of some of their best friends, - 830 

23, Letter from Samuel Dexter to Perez Morton., - 778 

23, Letter from General Washington to General 
Lee: Regrets that Congress countermanded 
the embarkation of the two Regiments against 
the Tories on Long-Island ; the period is ar- 
rived when the, most decisive and vigorous 
measures should be pursued, - 831 

23, Letter from General Washington to Joseph 

Reed, urging his return to Head- Quarters, - 831 
, 23, Letter from Colonel Harrison to General Sulli- 

. van, 832 

23, Proclamation by the General Court of Massa- 
chusetts, 833 

23, Letter from General Howe to the Earl of Dart- 

mouth, 835 

-24, Extract of a Letter from Ireland: Treatment of 
Colonel Ethan Allen; supplies presented to 
him by some Gentlemen of Cork; his Letter 
of Thanks, 836 

24, Officers of two Companies of Regulars chosen 

by the Committee of Spottsylvania County, 
Virginia, - . - - - ' - - 836 

24, Letter from Josiah Bartlett to the New-Hamp- 

^ -shire Committee of Safety, - - - 837 

24, 'Letter from Richard Swoope to the Pennsylva- 
nia Committee of Safety, - - - - 837 

24, sLetter from Lord Stirling to the President of 
Congress: Has captured the Ship off the 
Hook; she proves to be the Blue-Mountain- 
Val ley, laden with Coal, &c, - '' - * 837 

24, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 
Committees and Militia Officers of the Co- 
lony, - - 1071 

24, "Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

Golonel Joseph Drake, ^- - - . 1076 



1776. 
Jan,2i, Letter from Suffolk County Committee to New- 
York Committee of Safety, - - - 1 108 

24, Letter from Colonel Arnold' to the Continental 

Congress, - - - - . - - 838 

24, Letter from General Lee to General Washing- 
ton : Ten thousand Volunteers could have 
been raised in Connecticut, but he takes only 
four Companies with him : the stout Whigs of 
New-York desire a body of Troops stationed 
in that City; the timid ones are averse, from 
the spirit of procrastination; the Provincial 
Congress, in their letter, breathes the very 
essence of this spirit: it is wofully hysterical, 839 

24, Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 
Washington : The Regiment for Canada, and 
the three Regiments for the Camp, will be 
forwarded without delay, - 839 

24j Letter from General Washington to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, -..-■- - - 840 
General Orders, from January 20 to January 25, 841 

23, Memorial of Joseph Trumbull, Commissary-Ge- 

neral, to the Congress, - - . - - 842 
Report of Charles Miller to the Commissary- 
General, - - - .... 842 
List of Persons employed in the Commissary- 
General's Department, - 843 
List 'of Clerks and Assistants in the Depaitment 
of the Quartermaster-General, - - - 844 
v An account of the Barracks occupied by the 

Continental Troops near Boston, - - 844 

24, Letter from Stephen Moylan to Major Hawley, , 846 
24, Appointment of Robert Bricket to muster the 

Regiment raising in Hampshire and Berk- 
shire, for the Continental service, - - 846 

24, Letter from General Washington to the North- 
ampton (Massachusetts) Committee, - - 846 

24, Letter from General Gates to Captain Stanhope: 
The General cannot, at present, comply with 
his request to be permitted to go to Boston, 
the Admiral having declined every negotia- 
tion for exchange Of Prisoners, - 847 

24, Letter from General Gates to Lieutenant Knight : * 

The gentlemen on parole at Northampton and 
Hadleymust keep themselves within the legal 
limits of the Town they live in, - .847 

25, Bennet White convicted of violating the Asso- 

ciation by the Hanover County (Virginia) 
Committee, ------ 847 

25, Prince Edward County Committee receive the 
concession of John Hambiin', and 'recommend 
him to the Publick, for their forgiveness, - 848 

25, Philadelphia Committee recommend the election ■ 
of a new Committee on the 16th of February 
next, - 848 

25, Letter from the President of Congress to the 

New- Jersey Committee of Safety, - - 849 

25, Letter from the President of Congress to Colonel 
Maxwell, directing him to send his Compa- 
nies to Canada, one at a time, as fast as they 
can be provided, without waiting till, the whole 
are equipped, - - - - - 850 

25, Letter frum the President of Congress to Thomas 

Lovvrey, ------- 850 

25, Letterfrom Colonel Roberdeau to the President 
of Congress: Has placed a guard over Ge- 
neral Prescott and Captain Chace, . - - 850 

25, Letter from Thomas Lowrey to the President of 
Congress: The Transport Ship Blue-Moun- 
tain- Valley is at Eiizabethtown Point, - 851 
- 25, Letter from Major De Hart to Samuel Tucker: 
He has returned from Long-Island, and left 
Colonel Heard at Hempstead; many Tories 
were coming in daily, with their Arms, - 851 

25, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

Lord Stirling, - 1079 

25, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

Robert Livingston, >■ 1080 

25, Letter from Thomas Palmer to New-York Com- 
mittee of Safety, - - . - - - 1097 

25, Letter from the Committee of White Plains to 

New- York Committee of Safety, - - 1116 

25, Letter from General Schuyler to New- York 

Committee of Safety, - - - -1113 

■ 25, Letter from General Schuyler to the President 

of Congress, - - -'...- _ 851 
Letter from Seth Warner to General Schuyler: 
His prospect in raising men is very encoura- 
ging, - - ' - ■ - - - -852 



Jan. 25, .Letter from General Schuyler to Seth Warner, 852 
Letter from General Wooster to Gen, Schuyler, 852 
Letter from Colonel Arnold to General Woos- 
ter: Too much lenity has been shewn the 
Prisoners, _.__-_ 854 

Letter from Colonel Arnold to General Woos- 
ter : An agent sent out by Carleton, to raise 
the country against us, has been taken, - 854 

Speech to the Six Nations, sent by Mr. Deane, 855 
25, Letter from Governour Gooke to General Wash- 
ington: The Colony is so destitute of Arms, 
that none can be furnished for the Camp, - 856 
25, Letter from General Washington to Governour 

Trumbull, - 856 

25, Letter from Robert H. Harrison to William Wat- 

son, - 857 

26, Letter from Joseph Robson to the Maryland 

Council of Safety, ----- 857 

26, Letter from the President of Congress to Ge- 
neral Lee: A Committee of three Members 
has been appointed to repair immediately to 
New- York, to confer with him and the Com- 
mittee of Safety, - - - - 857 

26, Letter from Lord Stirling to New- York Com- 
mittee of .Safety, 1085 

26, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

Committee of each County, - 1081 

26, Letter from Colonel Drake to the New-York 

Committee of Safety, - - . - - 1082 

26, Letter from Westchester County Committee to 

New- York Committee of Safety, - - 1084 

26, Letter from John Graham to New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety, . ----- 857 

26, Extract of a Letter from an'Ofncer in the expe.- 

dition on Long-Island, - 858 

Declaration signed by sundry Inhabitants of 

Queen's County, New- York, - 858 

Signers of the Declaration, - 858 

Oath subscribed by sundry Inhabitants of Queen's 

County, New- York, - - - - 860 

Subscribers' to the Oath, - 860 

. 26, Letter from General Schuyler to General Woos- 



26, 
26, 



26, 



26, 



26, 



27, 



Connecticut Council of. Safety, - 

Letter from Colonel Moylan to the General 
Court of Massachusetts, - 

Letter from William Sever to Newburyport 
Committee, -_.__. 

Letter from William Sever to Gloucester Com- 
mittee, - - - , - 

Recommendation of John Lambert to the Mas- 
sachusetts Council, for the command, of an 
Armed Vessel, - - . . - 

Letter from General Sullivan to the New- 
Hampshire Assembly, - 

Letter from William Watson to General Wash- 
ington: Two more Prizes taken by Captain 

' Manly, --.-.__. 

Cosmopolitan to the Inhabitants of the Ameri- 
. can Colonies; No. 6, - 

Letter from D. Santerre, first Captain of the 
Regiment of Martinique, to General Wash- 
ington: Wants to enter the American service, 

Letter from the Virginia Committee of Safety to 
the Maryland Council of Safety: They have 
resolved to buildtwo Row-Galleys fortbepro- 
tection of the Potomack River, and ask Ma- 
ryland to participate in its protection, - 

Letter from Colonel Smallwood to Maryland 
Council of Safety, - • 

Letter from Colonel St. Clair to the President of 
Congress, . - 

Letter from Lord- Stirling to the President of 



27, 



Manifest of the Cargo of the Blue-Mountain- 

Valley, 

27, Letter from New-York Delegates in Congress 

■ to Committee of Safety, - 
27, Letter from Lord Stirling to Captain William 

Rogers, --._.-_ 
27, Letter from Westchester County Committee to 

New- York Committee of Safety, 
27, Letter from Kingston (Ulster County) Committee 

to New- York Committee of Safety, 
27, Letter from John R. Livingston to New- York 

Congress, ---._. 

27, Extract of a Letter- from an Officer at Montreal 

to a Gentleman at New- York, - - - 



1776. 
Jan.27. 



CONTENTS. LXri 

Letter from Colonel Fellows to General Schuy- 
ler, - - 881 

27, Letter from General Wooster to the President 
of Congress: Colonel Arnold still keeps up 
the blockade of Quebeck; for taking of that 
place, every thing is wanted — Men, Money, 

1 heavy Cannon, Mortars, Shot, Shells, and 
Powder, of which we have not four tons in 

the Province, 869 

27, Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- 
ler: The blockade of Cuebeck will be con- 
tinued, until they are prepared to prosecute, 
vigorously, different measures, - 870 

27, Proclamation by Governour Trumbull, - 933 

27, Letter from Levi Allen to General Washington: 
Proposes to go to England to procure the 
liberty of his brother, Ethan Allen, . - - 871 

Affidavit of Peter Rammon, that Colonel Allen 
was put in irons on board th%Gaspee, and so 
kept for more than thirty days, theugh very 
sick during the whole time, - 871 

Certificate of Johannis Snyder, that a British 
Soldier, taken prisoner at Montreal, stated he 
knew Colonel Allen was put in. irons, but 
dare not make an affidavit; for, if he did so, 
the Officers would punish him with death, - 872 
27, Letter from General Washington to General 
Schuyler: The time has arrived when the 
Canadians, and, consequently, their Indians, 
must take sides. Should any indecision of 
ours give the bias against us, it is easier to 
foresee, than to rectify, the serious conse- 
quences which must inevitably follow; due- 
beck should be taken, and Canada reduced 

this Winter, - 872 

27, Letter from General Washington to General . 
Wooster : Canada is of the utmost importance 
in the scale of our affairs. To whomsoever it 
belongs, in their .favour, probably, will the 
balance turn; if it is ours, success will crown 
our virtuous struggles; if it is our enemy's, 
the contest, at best, wjll be doubtful, hazard- 
ous, and bloody, - 873 

Letter from General Washington to Colonel 
Arnold, ---_._- 874 

Letter from General Washington to William 
Whipple, -875 

Letter from Lord Stirling to New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety, - - - - -914 

Letter from Thomas Palmer to Philip Livings- 
ton, respecting the Fortifications on Hudson 
River, - 875 

Letter from General Schuyler to Colonel Fel- 
lows, - - - - _ ... 882 

Letter from Edward Mott to Governour Trum- 
•#hull, ' - - - • - - - _ 876 

Letter from John Fowler to the. New- York 
Committee of Safety, - 876 

Xetter from General Washington to Captain 

Manly, - 877 

Letter from Cfilonel Moylan to Newburyport 
Committee, for Arms, - - - 877 

Letter from Robert H. Harrison to William 
Watson, - - - , - - .. , _ 878 

Sussex County (Virginia) Committee will make 
provision for. the support of the Poorof Norfolk, 878 

Officers for the Company of Regulars chosen 
by the Hanover County Committee, - - 878 

Letter from the President of Congress to Gene- 
ral Washington, 878 

Letter from the President of Congress to the As- 
sembly of Massachusetts: Important as the 
service in Canada is, it cannot be carried on 
without Specie; it is therefore earnestly re- 
commended to the several Colonies to collect 
whatever of Silver and' Gold they can, and 
Congress will give Continental Bills in ex- 
change for it, - . - - - _ . 879 

Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 
Colonel Drake, 1089 

Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

Officer of the Guard at King's Bridge, - 1089 

Letter from Peter T. Curtenius to the New- 
York Committee of Safety, - . - - 879 

Letter from Egbert Benson to New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety, 1 i 17 

29, Letter from William Palfrey to General Wash- 
ington, 880 



1003 




924 


27, 


861 


27, 


1281 


28, 


1282 


28, 


862 


28, 


862 


28, 




28, 


863 






28, 


863 






28, 


866 


28, 




29, 




29, 


866 






29, 


867 






29, 


867 




867 




868 




1091 






29, 


915 






29, 


1085 






29 


1098 






29, 


1115 





Lxrn 

1776. 
Jan. 29, Letter from General Schuyler to the President 

of Congress, 880 

Letter from Colonel Fellows to General Schuy- 
ler, 881 

Letter from General Schuyler to Colonel Fel- 
lows, ■ - - - - " - - - 882 
29, Letter from William Watson to General Wash- 
ington: Account of Maniy's capture of the 
Prizes, 883 

29, Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in Boston : 

They are close shut up there; fresh Provi- 
sions very scarce, and have been in want of 
Fuel, which was attended with no other incon- 
venience than pulling down some of the Re- 
bels' Houses to burn, which has thinned them 
a little, 883 

30, Rodham Kenner published as an enemy to Ame- 

rican liberty, by the Committee for Caroline 
County, Vt^inia, - - - - 884 

30, Concession of the Rev. Thomas Johnston, pub- 
lished by order of the Charlotte County (Vir- 
ginia) Committee, ----- 884 

30, Letter from Stephen West to Daniel of St. 

Thomas Jenifer, = 885 

30, Letter from Stephen West to the Maryland 

" Council of Safety, 886 

30, Letter from Robert Alexander to the Maryland 
Council o( Safety: The Congress, in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, seven Colonies to five, 
have refused to alter the Association so as to 
permit the selling of Tea, - - : - 887 

30, Berk's County Committee accept, as satisfactory, 
the concessions of Gaius Dickenson and Wil- 
liam Gilliland, who had attempted to depre- 
ciate the Continental Currency, - - 887 

30, Letter from Samuel Tucker to the President of 
Congress: Colonel Maxwel! : s Battalion, un- 
der marching orders for Canada, are almost 
destitute of Arms, - - - - 888 

30, Letter from New- York Delegates in Congress 

to Committee of Safety, - - - - 1097 

30, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

Delegates in Congress, - 1094 

30, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

' Colonel Heard, 1089 

30, Letter from Jonathan Blake to New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety, - ... - 1090 

30, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

General Schuyler, - - - - - 1094' 

30, Petition of sundry of the Militia of Marbletown, 

in Ulster County, to the New- York Congress, 889 

30, Letter from William Bedlow to the New- York 

Committee of Safety, - - ... . 889 

30, Memorial of the Non-Commissioned Officers of 
the First Battalion New- York Minute-Men to 
the Provincial Congress, - - - : - . 889 

30, Letter from General Washington to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, ----- g90 
Talk of sundry Sathems of the Caughnawaga 

Nation to General Washington, - - - 893 
Talk of one of the St. John's Tribe, attended by 
two of the Passamaquoddy Indians, to Gene- 
ral Washington, - 894 
Plan proposed by Colonel Thompson and Cap- 
tain O'Brien for an expedition against Nova- 
Scotia, - - - - - . - _ 891 
General Orders, from January 26 to January 31, 895 

30, Letter from General Washington to General 

Howe, - - 575 

30, Letter from General Washington to General 

Lee: The Tories in Queen's County should 
be disarmed immediately, and the persons of 
the principals seized, ----- 895 

31, Letter from George Mason to Maryland Council 

of Safety. Has been directed by the Com- 
mittee of Safety of Virginia to build two Row- 
Galleys, and provide three Armed Gutters, for 
the protection of the Potomack, and requests 
Maryland to adopt the same plan, - - 896 

31* Declaration by William Jarrett, that he believes 
the Continental Currency is both legal and of 
equal value with any other Currency, - 896 

31, Letter from Colonel Maxwell to the President 

of Congress, -. - - - . §97 

Colonel Maxwell's Memorial relating to neces- 
saries wanted for his Battalion, - 897 

31, Letter from Colonel Drake to New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety, - - - - - 1101 



CONTENTS. 



1776. 
Jan. 31, Petition of Frederick Hartell to the New- York 
Congress: Was many years in the King of 
Hungary's service, and is now willing to 
serve in his former calling, for the good of 
American liberty,. - 
31, Application of John Wylley to New- York Con- 
gress, for a Captain's Commission, 
31, Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress: A meeting of the Six, Na- 
tions, and those of Canada, is to be held at 
Onondaga; Mr, Deane is ordered to attend it, 
that we may know what passes, - 
31, Letter from Governour Trumhull to General 

Sjchuyler, 

31, Letter from General Washington to Joseph 

Reed, 

31, Letter from Robert H. Harrison to the General 

Court of Massachusetts, 
31, Letter from the New-Hampshire Committee of 
Safety to Major Bellows, - - - - . * 
31, Instructions to Colonel Morey and Major Bel- 
lows, - - 
Feb, 1, Address of the Gentry, &c, of the Borough of 
Sudbury, to the King, - 
1, Letter from Lord George Germaineto General 
Howe: Instructions with regard to service, 
command, and promotions generally, 
1, Letter from Maryland Council of Safety to their 
Delegates in Congress, 
Memorandum enclosed m the foregoing Letter, 
1, Letter from John D. Thompson to Benjamin 

RUmsey, - 

1, Letter from the Dorchester County Committee 
to Maryland Cduncil of Safety: They can 
not supply Captain Robson's Company, 
1, Address of the Queen Anne (Maryland) Coirr 
pany of Militia to Colonel Robert Tyler, . - 
Colonel Tyler's Reply, . - . - - . - 
1, Letter from Committee of the Continental Con- 
gress to New- York Committee of Safety, - 
1, Letter from Colonel Waterbury to New- York 
Committee of Safety, - - - - - 
1, Letter from General Schuyler to John McKes- 
son: Desires that no Commissions may be 
sent to him from the Committee of Safety to 
be delivered to the Officers they may name, - 
1, Letter from Thomas Young to the New- York 
Congress, with a Map of the east end of Long- 
Island, and the Islands adjacent, - 
1, Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress, ---___ 
State of the Military Chest January. 28th, 
1, Letter from. Colonel Arnold to the President of 

Congress, - - - - - 

1, Letter from General Washington to General 
Schuyler: The Caughnawaga Indians desire 
to join the Forces in Canada, when General 
Schuyler shall require it; the expediency of 
calling upon them is left to him; circum- 
stances and policy will suggest the occasion, 
1, Letter from General Washington to Colonel 

Bedel, 

1, Letter from General Washington to Timothy 
Pickering, Jun. Thanks him and the rest 
of the Volunteers at Salem, and requests them 
to continue at Salem, and hold themselves in 
readiness, -----_ 

1, Letter from Captain William Wood to Robert 

H. Harrison, 

1, Letter from RobeFt H. Harrison to William 
Watson, ------- 

1, Appointment of William Burke to the command 

of the Schooner Warren, - 
1, List of the Officers of the Armed Vessels fitted 
out by order of General Washington, with the 
dales of their Commissions, - 
1, Letter from James Otis to the Council of Mas- 
sachusetts, enclosing the examination of Wil- 
liam Heath, Master, bound from Nova-Scotia 
to Boston, a surly, inimical fellow to his coun- 
try, : 

1, Letter from Colonel Joseph Otis to the Council 

of Massachusetts, ----- 

2, Account of the success of Colonel Charles Car- 

ter, of Stafford, Virginia, with his manufac- 
tory of Saltpetre, - 
2, Letter from Thomas Johnson, Jun., to Daniel 

of St. Thomas Jenifer, - • - - 911 



898 



901 
901 



903 
904 



- 904 



905 
905 



1098 



- 906 



906 
907 



909 



911 



911 



LXV. 



CONTENTS. 



Feb. 2, Application of the Field-Officers of the Elk- 
ridge (Maryland) Battalion, to the Council of 
Safety, for Arms: Many have none, what 
others have are unfit for use, 
2, Letter from Samuel Ghase to Daniel of St. Tho- 
mas Jenifer, - , - 
2, Letter from the Maryland Delegates in Con- 
gress to the Council of Safety, - 
2, Letter from Lord Stirling- to the President of 
Congress: Has received no. orders from Con- 
gress relating to the Blue-Mountain- Valley, 
and does not know what rules have been es- 
tablished with regard to Prizes, - 

Letter from the New- York Committee of Safe- 
ty to Lord Stirling : They are totally at a loss 
how to supply the new levies with Arms, 
without taking them from the Militia, and 
therefore request to be released from theiren- 
gagement to furnish one hundred stand for the 
Jersey Troops, - 

Letter from Lord Stirling to the New- York 
Committee of Safety, - 

2, Letter from Lord Stirling to Samuel Tucker, 
requesting him to lay before the Congress of 
New-Jersey the difficulty about Arms, 

Orders to Captain Rogers to take charge of the 
Blue- Mountain- Valley, - 
2, Letter from Lord Stirling to Samuel Tucker: 
Vessels are loading at, or near, New-Bruns- 
wick, with Provisions and Lumber, contrary 
to the rules established by the Continental 
Congress, - - 

Letter from Lord Stirling to Colonel Maxwell: 
Must hold his Regiment ready to march at 
twenty-four hours' notice, - - 

Letter from Lord Stirling to Colonel Maxwell, 
directing him to put his Regiment in a state 
of readiness to march for Albany: When 
ready, he must inform the President of Con- 
gress, who will give him particular orders 
how to proceed, - 

Letter from Colonel Maxwell to Lord Stirling: 
Has received orders from Congress to march 
to Canada, ------ 

Letter from Arendt Van Hook to the New- York 



'% 



% Letter from General Schuyler to General Woos- 
ter, ------- 

2, Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 
Washington: Making exertions to raise and 
despatch one Regiment to Canada, and three 
to Camp; but the Treasury is exhausted, and 
without money men cannot be persuaded to 
set forward to Canada, nor is it reasonable to 
expect it, - - - - - - 

2, Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 
Schuyler, respecting some Provisions sent 
from Montreal. Monsieur Orillat has escaped, 

2, Letter from Council of Massachusetts to Com- 
mittee for the Town of Hatfield, 

2, Cosmopolitan to the Inhabitants of the Ameri- 
can Colonies ; No, 7, - 

2, Letter from General Howe to General Wash- 

ington, - - - - 

3, Letter from Robert C. Nicholas to General 

Washington, . * 

3, Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
Stephen West, ------ 

3, Candidus to the People of Pennsylvania: Inde- 
pendence is the only step that can bring the 
contest to a speedy and happy issue, 

3, Address of the Committee of the Privates of 
the Military Association of the City and Li- 
berties of Philadelphia, - 

3, Letter from William Livingston to the President 
of Congress: Colonel Heard has returned 
from his Queen's County expedition, and has 
among his Prisoners some of the most dan- 
gerous Tories in the County, - 

3, Letter from Colonel Maxwell to the President of 
Congress, 

3, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 
Committee at Stamford, Connecticut, - 

3, Letter from John GraJiam to New- York Com- 
mittee Of Safety, requesting to be heard, or 
set at liberty, - - - - 

3, Proceedings of the Connecticut Committee of 

Safety, from January 26 to February 3, 
Fourth Series. — Vol, iv. 



914 
914 

915 
915 

915 
915 



916 

916 
916 
1216 



917 

917 
1287 
917 
975 
920 
920 

920 

922 

923 
923 
1104 

923 
924 



Feb. 3, Letter from Governour Trumbull to the* Presi- 
dent of Congress, - 
Jan. 12, Proclamation by Governour Trumbull for rais- 
ing one thousand five hundred Men for Gene- 
ral Lee, ------- 

18, Proclamation by Governour Trumbull for rais- 
ing a Regiment to join the Army in Canada, 
20, Proclamation by Governour Trumbull for rais- 
ing four Regiments, to be marched forthwith 
to the Camp near Boston, - - - - 

27, Proclamation by Governour Trumbuli, in ad- 
dition to his Proclamation of January 18, for 
raising* a Regiment for the Army in Canada, 
Fab. 3, Letter from James Otis to- Massachusetts Coun- 
cil, 

, 3, Return of General Sullivan's Brigade, Februa- 
ry 3 and 7, 

3, Letter from General Ward to John Hancock, - 

4, Letter from Captain Van Alstyne, at St. Eusta- 

tia, to Matthew Van Alstyne, New- York: 

His Vessel was taken: The Sea is full of 

Cruisers : Two Privateers have been fitted out 

, at Dominica, ------ 

4, Letter from Cuthbert Bullett to Mr. Purdie, de- 
nying the charge that he had endeavoured to 
injure the credit of the Money issued by the 
Convention of Virginia, - - - - 

4, Letter from Samuel Purviance to the Maryland 
Council of Safety, - 

4, Letter from the Committee of Reading to the 
Pennsylvania Delegates in Congress, respect- 
ing Prisoners from Canada, sent there without 
any previous notice, and np person with them 
to supply them with necessaries, 

4, Petition of Guert Spt. De Wint, of the Island 
of St. Thomas, now at Orange Town, in the 
County of Orange, to the New- York Con- 



931 
931 

932 

933 
1296 
935 



936 



936 
937 



Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress, 

Letter from Robert H. Harrison to Wmthrop 
Sargent, 

Manifesto of General Donald McDonald, 

Movements of the British Fleet in James River, 

Committee appointed for Surry County, Vir- 
ginia, ----- L _ _ 

Letter from Captain Duncan Campbell to the 
President of Congress, asking permission to 
reside at. his own house, in New- York, 

Petition of the Committee of. Privates of the 
Associators of Philadelphia, to the Commit- 
tee of Safety,. - - 

Better from William Floyd to New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety, - 

John Drinker and Thomas and Samuel Fisher, 
convicted of refusing to receive Continental 
Bills of Credit hy the Philadelphia Commit- 
tee, declared enemies to their country, and 
precluded from all trade and intercourse with 
the Inhabitants of the Colonies, - - - 

Nathaniel Blinko, of Kingwood, Hupterdon 
County, New-Jersey, declared an enemy to 
the glorious struggles for American liberty, 

Letter from New-Jersey Congress to Mr. Pettit, 

Letter from New-Jersey Congress to LordStir : 
ling, - _ . I 

Letter from Lord Stirling to New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety, - - - M - 

Letter from Committee of Safety to New- York 
Delegates in Congress, - 

Letter from New-York Committee of Safety to 
Lord Stirling, 

Letter from Robert Livingston to New- York 
Committee of Safety, - - - 

Extract of a Letter from New- York to a Gen- 
tleman in Philadelphia: Generals Lee and 
Clinton arrived yesterday ; Governour Try- 
on and General Clinton have both assured the 
Mayor that not a man is to be landed. Clin- 
ton is going to the Southward, - 

Letter from General Lee to General Washing- 
ton: His hands ar? tied up by the Resolve of 
Congress placing detachments of the Conti- 
nental Forces under the command of the Pro- 
vincial Congress. General Clinton says he 
has no Troops; has come merely to visit his 
friend Tryon, and is on his way to North- 
Carolina, ------ 



938 

933 

939 
983 
940 



- 940 



941 
1115 



942 
1584 

966 

1109 

1107 

1109 

1117 



CONTENTS. 



1776. 
led, 5 



Letter from Thomas Lynch to General Washing- 
ton : Is at New- York, as one of a Committee 
from Congress ; the strong apathy that holds 
Congress in fetters, is still more forcible here. 
At Lord Drumraond's request, he encloses a 
Letter intended for Gerferal Robertson, - 943 

5, Letter from Lord Drummond to General Robert- 
' son : From all his conversations with the 
gentlemen at Philadelphia, he is convinced 
they are seriously disposed towards a recon- 
ciliation ; he has therefore pressed the setting; 
*n foot a negotiation, and is not without hopes 
of success, - - - - * - - 943 

5,. Letter from Gen. Schuyler to Governour Trum- 
bull : Our brave little Corps before Q,uebeck 
■ hold their ground, and continue the blockade, 944 

5 Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 

Washington, 945 

5, Letter from the Committee at Marblehead to the 
General Court of Massachusetts: They can- 
not raise the Men required of them, - - 946 

5, Letter from the Heads of the St. John's Indians 

to the General Court of Massachusetts : The 
Penobscots are all of one heart, and willing 
to assist, with their lives, to oppose the wicked 
People of Old England, - - - - 946 

6, Proposition of H. Hollingsworth, of Cecil Coun- 

ty, Maryland, to furnish any number of Mus- 
kets, from two hundred to two thousand, - 947 

6, Letter from Samuel Chase to Daniel of St. 

Thomas Jenifer, 947 

6, Letter from the President of Congress to Gene- 
ral Schuyler: Operations in Canada, - - 947 

6, Letter from, the Provincial Congress of New- 
Jersey to President Hancock, nominating 
Fie id-Officers for the Third Battalion raised in 
that Colony, - ■ 948 

6, Letter from the Provincial Congress of New- 
Jersey to President Hancock, requesting to 
know if Congress had passed any Resolution 
permitting the sale of East-India Teas, - 943 

6, Letter from Abraham Lott to the New- York 

Committee of Safety, desiring to be informed 
if he may furnish his Majesty's Ship Mercury 
with Provisions, .... - 949 

6 Application of William A. Forbes for an ap- 

pointment in one of the new Battalions to £e 
raised in New- York, 7 - - - 949 

7 Letter from Lord George Germaine to General 

Howe: His measures approved by the King, 949 
7 Extract of a Letter from Charlestown, South- 
Carolina, to a Gentleman in Philadelphia: 
The troubles in the back parts of the Pro- 
vince have entirely subsided; the ringleaders, 
with about one hundred and thirty others, are 
taken, 949 

7, Letter from William Spear to Daniel of St. 

Thomas Jenifer, 950 

7, Letter from the Philadelphia Committee to Mary- 
land Council of Safety, offering to instruct any 
persons they may send in making Saltpetre, - 951 

7, Letter from Lieutenant Wilkinson to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, informing him of the conduct 
"' of Mr. Richeson, oneof the British prisoners, 951 

7 . Address of a Religious "Politician to the People 
in general: We are reduced to the necessity 
of becoming independent and entering into a 
war*vith Great Britain to preserve our privi- 
leges, - 951 

7, Letter from Henry Remsen to New- York Com- 
mittee of Safety, 1110 

7, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

Henry Remsen, - - - - -1111 

7, Petition of John Pell to New- York Congress, 1111 

7, Petition of Margaret Graham to New- York 

Committee of Safety, 1111 

7, Letter from General Lee to Governour Trum- 
bull : Contrary to his expectations^ his Troops 
are not only admitted into New-York, but it 
is determined to take strong possession of the 
City and its most important environs, - - 954 
,7, Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress : The Troops in Canada are de- 
ficient in almost every article of Military 
Stores; they will be in great want of Shoes, 
and none can be had there, or in Albany : the 
Pennsylvania Companies are without Mittens 
and Moccasins, ------ 955' 



1776. 

Ftb. 7, 



Letter from Edward Antill to General Schuy- 
ler,* - s - - - - • ' - 

Letter from Stephen Moylan to Matthew Thorn- 
ton: The General wishes the acknowledg- 
ment of Colonel Stark may prove satisfactory 
to the Congress of New-Hampshire; but if 
they insist on a trial, he will order a Court- 
Martial, ------- 

Acknowledgment of Colonel Stark, transmitted 
to the New-Hampshire Congress, . - 

Letter from the Council of Safety of Maryland 
to their Delegates in Congress, - - - 

Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
the Virginia Committee of Safely : Will cheer- 
fully co-operate in every measure for mutual 
defence against the invaders of our reciprocal 
.rights, 

Address of the New-York Committee to the In- 
habitants of the neighbouring Counties and 
Colonies, in favour of the Poor Inhabitants of 
the City, who are abandoning their Jiabitations, 
fearing hostilities will be commenced by the 
Ships-of-War in the Harbour, - 

Letter from Colonel Wayne to John, Morton, - 

Letter from Colonel John Connolly to the Pre- 
sident of Congress, asking to be enlarged on 
parole, - •, - 

Application of Colonel Connolly to the Penn- 

. sylvania Committee of Safety, requesting an 
enlargement on such honourable terms as 
they think proper, - 

Letter from Dr. Rush to Mr. Wilson: There is 
no remedy for Connolly's disorder but fresh 
air and gentle exercise, - - -' 

Major, Cameron's application to Congress to be 
enlarged on parole, - - - 

Letter from Samuel Avery to the New- York 
Congress, asking to he appointed Lieutenant- 
Colonel in one of the new Battalions, 

John Wiley, John Van Winkle, John Sanford, 
and James Barrett, recommended for appoint- 
ments, ------- 

Address to the Army of the 'United States, 

Letter from General Washington to Governour 
Trumbull: Has heard of the arrival of some 
Powder and Arms in Connecticut; requests 
that some may be sent to the Camp, for the 
exigency of the Army at this particular crisis 
calls for much more than they have, - 

Letter from General Washington to Governour 
Trumbull: Cannot repay the sum advanced 
by Connecticut; the-claims are so large and 
so numerous that in a few days he will be 
drained of every shilling;' there is an alarm- 
ing scarcity of Powder, and the Militia 
coming without a supply gives rise to the 
most disagreeable apprehensions, , - 

Letter from James Sullivan to Perez Morton: 
Has raised the Men required from Biddeford, 
Buxton, Arundel, and Pepperelborough, 

Letter from the New-Hampshire Committee of 
Safety to the President of Congress: Every- 
thing that was thought expedient has been 
done towards raising the Regiment for Ca- 
nada, - - - -. 

Application of New-Hampshire to the Conti- 
nental Congress for Men for the defence of 
their Sea-Coast, - - • 

Account of the sailing of the first American 
Fleet, 

Letter from Lord Stirling to Robert Ogden, 

Letter from Lord Stirling to William Living- 
ston, .___... 

Letter from Lord Stirling to John Blanchard,, - 

Letter from General Lee to the President of 
Congress.: A Transport has arrived at New- 
York with Troops, and a reinforcement is 



Letter from Lord Stirling to the New- York 
Committee of Safety, - - _ - 

Letter from the Provincial Congress of New- 
Jersey to Lord Stirling: No Vessel has been 
licensed to export produce, but where secu- 
rity has been given to return the amount in 
Military stores, - 

Letter from R. Yates to Colonel Swart wont, di- 
recting him to march' with his Regiment to 
New- York with all 'convenient despatch, 



956 
956 
956 

957 



958 
958 



959 

959 
'959 



960 
960 



962 



962 
963 



964 



964 



964 
1199 



1200 
1200 



965 
965 



966 
966 



LXIX 



CONTENTS. 



LXX 



Feb. 9, Petition of Samuel Jones, and others, to the New- 
York Congress, for the appointment of some 
Field- Officers from the*County of Orange, - 967 
9, Letter from Thomas Palmer to the New- York 

Congress, 967 

9, Connecticut Council of Safety: Proceedings 

from February 9, to February 28, - - 967 
9, Letter from Robert H. Harrison to the Commit- 
tee for Springfield, Massachusetts: It is the 
earnest desire of the General tha( the Prison- 
ers in their hands should be treated with hu- 
manity and kindness, - 973 
9, Letter from Robert H. Harrison to Levi Allen: 
The General cannot approve of his scheme 
of going to England for the rescue of his 
brother, Colonel Allen, - - - - 973 
9, Letter from Robert H, Harrison to George 

Gregory, a prisoner, - 974 

' 9, Letter from General Washington to President 

of Congress, -•---.- 974 
Letter from General Washington to General 
Howe, proposing an exchange of Governour 
Skene for Mr. James Lovell arid family, - 975 
Letter from General Howe to General Wash- 
ington : Refuses to exchange Mr. Lovell, - 9.75 
9, Letter from General Washington to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, ----- 976 
General Return of the Army, - 977 

Return of the Regiment of Artillery, - - 977 
General Orders, from February 1 to February 8, 977 
10, Address of the Magistrates, <fcc, of the Town 
and Burgh of Sanquhar to the King: They 
• abhor the seditious principles of the authors of 
the Rebellion in America; detest their views, 
and the execrable measures they are pursu- 
ing, and are shocked at the shameful prostitu- 
tion of the Sacred names of Religion and Li- 
berty forpurposes evidently subversive of both, 980 
10, Affidavit of John Reynolds, - - - 982 

Proclamation by Governour Martin, declaring 
all such as will not join the Royal Banner 
Rebels and Traitors, and their lives and pro- 
perty forfeited, January 10, - - - 980 
Commission from Governour Martin to Allan 
McDonald, and others, empowering each of 
them to erect the King's Standard, and to 
raise, levy, muster, and array in arms, his 
Majesty's faithful Subjects in their respective 
Counties in North-Carolina, January 10, - 981 
Manifesto of General Donald McDonald, invi- 
ting alt faithful Subjects to repair to his Majes- 
ty's Standard, erected at Cross-Creek, where 
they will meet with every possible civility, - 982 
Manifesto by General Donald McDonald, Com- 
mander of his Majesty's Forces for the time 
being, in North-Carolina, commanding all his . 
Majesty's loyal people to repair to the Royal 
Banner, agreeably to the Governour's Procla- 
mation of January 10, - - ■ - - 983 
10, Letter from Edmund Pendleton to the Maryland 
Council of Safety: A fifty-gun Ship, just 
arrived, is lying with the Kingfisher off 
Old-Fort Point, below Hampton, - - 984 
10,- Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 

Captain Nathaniel Ramsay, ... - 983 
10, Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 

the Committee for St. Mary's County, - 984 

10, ' Letter from Dr. Weisenthall to the Maryland 

Council of Safety, - - - - - 984 
10, Letter from George Dashiell to Maryland Coun- 
cil of Safety, 985 

10, Letter from Samuel Barrett to the Maryland 
Council of Safety: The persons he recom- 
mended for Officers not being appointed, he 
cannot accept his Commission, - 985 
10, Letter from Samuel Chase to Daniel of St. Tho- 
mas Jenifer, - 986 

10, Letter from Samuel Tucker to the President of 
Congress : The Third New-Jersey Battalion 
cannot be provided with Arms, - - - 985 
10, Letter from the Committee for Elizdbethtown, 
New-Jersey, to the President of Congress, 
giving an account of the capture and state of 
the Ship Blue- Mountain-Valley, and desiring 
to know what disposition shall be made of 
the Ship and Cargo, - ... - 987 

Account of the Wages due to the Officers and * 
Seamen, of the Blue-Mountain- Valley, - $88 



1776. 



List of the Officers and Men, of Elizabeth town, 
who took the Blue-Mountain- Valley, - 989 

Feb.10, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

Committee for Westehester County, - - 1120 

10, Letter from New- York Committee of Safety to 

New-Jersey Provincial Congress, - - 1120 

10, Letter from General Schuyler to the President 

of Congress, 990 

Paper delivered to General Schuyler by Mr. 
Fraser, a Judge of the Common Pleas, sent 
from Montreal, a prisoner, - - - 991 

10, Letter from General Woosterto Colonel Bayley, 1501 

10, Letter from General Washington to Joseph 

Reed, 993 

10, Letter from General Washington to the New- 
York Committee of Safety, earnestly request- 
ing them to procure and send him some Arms, 994 

1 0, Letter from General Washington to the General 
Court of Massachusetts: The deficiency in 
Arms is so 'great that he begs some means 
may be adopted to procure a supply, - - 995 

10, Orders to Colonel Porter to complete his Regi- 
ment, and to march by the shortest and best 
way to Canada, ----- 995 

10, Letter from Robert H. Harrison to Major 

French, 996 

10, Letter' from the New-Hampshire Committee of 

'Safety to Colonel Morey, ... 996 

Jan* 10, Letter from New-Hampshire Committee of 
Safety to -their Delegates in Congress, enclo- 
sing a representation of the taking up Go- 
vernment, ------ 996 

Letter from the Committee of Safety of New- 
Hampshire to the Congress, with an account. 
of their proceedings respecting the assuming 
Government, ------ 997 

Resolutions of the Provincial Congress, for as- 
suming Government, January 5, - - 998 

Protest of the Representatives of several Towns 
against the present plan of taking up Govern- 
ment, - , - ■ 999 

Feb. 11, Letter from William Smith to General Howe: 
New- York is the only spot in America for 
carrying on the war with effect against the 
Rebels, and it is advisable to send an Army 
through the Sound, between Connecticut and 

Long- Island, - ]00O 

U, Letter from General Lee to the President of 
Congress: The Guns were removed from the . 
Battery without show of opposition fr,omthe 
Ships. The' salvation or perdition of Ameri- 
ca, in a great, measure, depends upon the 
management or mismanagement of Canada. 
Colonel Richmere, if questioned particularly, 
will give information as to the state of the 
Army, the Artillery, and the Teputed abilities 
and popularity of the principal Officers there, 1000 

11, Letter from General Wooster to the President 

of Congress: Complains of the conduct of 
GeneralSchuyler; Has requested Mr. Wal- 
ker and Mr. Price to wait upon Congress, to 
give every necessary information as to the true 
State of affairs in Canada, - - - - 1001 

Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- 
ler: Condition of affairs in Canada, - - 1002 

Letter from General Schuyler to General Woos- 
ter: Insists upon obedience to his orders, - 1003 

Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- 
ler: Conduct of the Prisoners, * - - - 1004 

Letter from General Wooster to^ General Schuy- 
ler : He is about establishing Committees of 
Safety and Correspondence at Montreal, - 1005 

Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- 
ler: Sends him General Montgomery's papers, 1006 

Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- 
ler: Will let Congress decide between them, 1007 

11, Letter from Rufus Putnam to General Wash- 

ington, with a Chart of some of the most 
important Posts in and near Boston, - - 1008 

12, Memorial of West-India Planters and Mer- 

chants, presented to Lord George Germaine, 1008 
12, Letter from Maryland Council of Safety to Wil- 
liam Spear, - - - _ - . 1009 
12, Letter from Maryland Council of Safety to their 
Delegates in Congress: Three Companies 
have been sent to the assistance of the Coun- 
- ties of Accomack and Northampton, in Vir- 
ginia ; two have reached their destination, - 1009- 



CONTENTS. 



LXXII 



1776. 

Feb. 12, 



12, 
12, 
12, 
12, 
12, 
12, 
12, 

12, 
12, 

12, 
12, 

12, 
12, 



Letter from Stephen West to Gabriel Duval I, 
respecting Powder and Gun-Locks, - - 1009 

Letter from the Committee appointed to collect 
Specie, to the Maryland Council of Safety: 
. They must have Money in hand to exchange 
for Specie, 1010 

Letter from Colonel Hollingsworth to the Ma- 
ryland Council of Safety, - 1010 

Letter from George Strieker to the Maryland 
Council of Safety, ----- 1010 

Letter from John Harrison, Jun., to the Mary- 
land Council of Safety, - 1011 

Letter from Thomas Ewing to the Maryland 
Council of Safety, 101 1 

Letter from William Neil to Charles Carroll, 

asking permission to send a Vessel to St. Croix, 101 1 

Cheater County, Pennsylvania, Committee, ap- 
point persons to learn the making of Saltpetre, 1012 

Letter from President Hancock to the New- 
Jersey Congress, requesting them to send a 
Battalion of Minute-Men to New- York, to be 
under the command of General Lee, - - 1013 

Letter from the President of Congress to Ge- 
neral Lee, 1013 

An earnest Appeal to the People: The whole 
scene appears rapidly advancing towards In- 
dependence, as hastily as Infinite Wisdom 
thinks proper to conduct it, - - ■ - 1013 

Letter from the Fie Id-Officers of the Third Jersey * 
Battalion to thePresident of Congress, for Arms, 1015 

Letter from Samuel Bayard to John McKesson ; 
Finds himself a close prisoner, with the Re- 
cords, and asks to be placed upon his parole, 1016 

Application of Robert R. Randall for an appoint- 
ment in one of New- York Regiments, - 1016 

Letter from General Arnold to the President of 
Congress: The whole force of the Army 
before Quebeck is about eight hundred effect- 
ive men, _.__•._ 1017 

Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 
Washington : He is greatly concerned for the 
scarcity of Powder, and, although the Colony 
has not half a sufficiency, will furnish what 
has lately arrived, 1017 

Letter from Robert H. Harrison to -William 
Bartlett, - - - - - - - 1018 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Jan, 3, Colonel Pierre Van Cortlaadt chosen Chairman, 

■ Nicholas Low offers to furnish four hundred 

and sixty-five quarter-casks of Gunpowder, - 

Letter to the Committee of Elizabethtown, in- 
forming them that the Powder so kindly lent, 
on a former occasion, is now returned. 

Colonel McDougall's arrangements to meet the 
Vessel from Hispaniola with Gunpowder ap- 
proved, ------- 

Letter to the Continental Congress, with Mr. 
Roman s's plan for fortifying Hudson River, 

William Lowther permitted to supply one hogs- 
head of Rum to his Majesty's Ship Phenix, - 
4, Letter to the Chairmen of the respective Commit- 
tees of the several Counties, informing them 
that the General Assembly is dissolved, and 
that writs are made out for electing Repre- 
sentatives on the 14th of next month. This 
intelligence is sent, that the friends of liberty 
may not be taken by surprise, - - - - 

Letter to the Continental Congress, submitting to 
that body the propriety of shipping two cargoes 
of Flaxseed to Ireland, to purchase Powder,. 

Petition of Thomas Place, of Queen's County, 
requesting to be restored to the good opinion 
of those who are friends to the liberties of the 
Continent, ------ 

A like Petition of Gabriel Van Cott, 

Field -Officers for the Upper Regiment of the 
Militia of Cumberland County, - - - 

Field-Offlcers of the Minute-Men for Cumber- 
land County, --*---. 

Cumberland, Charlotte, and Gloucester Coun- 
ties requested to join in the nomination of a 
Brigadier-General of Militia, 

Committee of Cumberland County requested to 
return a List of the Company and Staff-Offi- 
cers of the Militia, - 



1017 
1017 

1018, 

1019 
1019 
1020 



1020 
1021 

1021 
1022 

1022 

1022 

1022 
1022 



Field- Officers for the Lower Regiment oi Cum- 
berland County to be nominated by the Com- 
mittee at a full meeting, - 1022 
Jan. 5, Field-Officers of Regiment of Minute-Men in 

Orange County, ._,--- 1023 

Letter from Samuel Stevens, dated Charles- 
town, Cumberland County, December 18, 
with nomination of Field-Officers for the 
Lower Regiment, ----- 1024 

Letter to William Smith, Chairman of Suffolk 
County Committee, with forty quarter-casks of 
Powder, for the use of the County, - - 1024 

Letter to Thomas Wickes, Chairman of Com- 
mittee at Huntington, relating to the same 
Powder, - - 1025 

Colonels of the different Regiments of Militia of 
the City of New- York requested to attend the 
-Committee' on Thursday next, - 1025 

6, Congress having refused to make the Loan re- * 

quested by this Colony* an emission of Paper 
Money to be prepared immediately, - - 1025 

Committee directed to despatch three Vessels for 
Ammunition and Medicines, - 1026 

Artillery Company ordered to be raised for the 
defence of the Colony, - 1026 

Notes of information given by Captain John 
Hodge, who arrived last night from Lisbon, 1027 

8, Letter to the absent Members of the Provincial 

Congress, urging their prompt attendance on 
the first of February, to counteract the mea- 
sures of the Governour, who has called a new 
Assembly, 1028 

9, Arrest and confinement of Lawrence Hartwick 

ordered, - - - - ■ - - -'1030 
Letter to the Committee of Cumberland County, 
on the difficulties in that County, - - 1031 

10, Letter to Lord Stirling, requesting him not to 

use Mr, Governeur's Vessel to seize the des- 
patches on board of Captain Cooper, - - 1031 

Thomas Merritt, of Westchester County, exam- 
ined and discharged, - 1032 

Leave of absence granted to Dr. Paul Spooner 
to return to Cumberland County, - -■ 1033 

11, Letter from the Delegates in Congress, dated 

January 5, approving of their measures re- 
specting the Connecticut inroad for seizing 
Rivington's Types, and informing them that 
Congress declines lending them forty-five 
thousand Pounds, - 1033 

Colonels Lasher, Heyer, and Lolt, attended, to 
give information in regard to their Battalions: 
The first two are well armed and equipped, 
and have performed heavy duty, the least 
share of which is borne by the most wealthy, 1035 

Letter td General Schuyler, complaining of the 
conduct of the Paymaster in his Department, 1036 

Letter to Robert R. Livingston, recommending 
to his attention the re-erection of the Powder- 
Mills of the late Justice Livingston, - - 1037 

Letter to Peter R. Livingston, requesting his at- 
tendance, - - - - - - 1037 

Letter to the Delegates in Congress, requesting 
immediate provision for the payment of the 
Troops employed on the Fortifications in the 
Highlands, 1038 

12, Letter to the Delegates in Congress, suggesting 

a change in the manner of appointing Militia 
Officers, - 1039 

Christian Jacobson, of Richmond County, in- 
formed the Committee'that a majority of the 
Inhabitants of the County were not averse, but 
friendly, to the measures of Congress, - 1040 

Interdiction of the Provincial Congress against 
Delinquents in Richmond County, delayed 
until Monday, the 22d instant, - - - 1040 

Further Resolutions respecting Richmond 
County, - - 1040 

Affidavits as to the ill conduct and threatenings 
of Samuel Devine, - - - - - 1040 

On application from the Committee of Hunting- 
ton, they are instructed not. to permit Captain 
Swaim to complete his Cargo, but to permit 
him to depart on his voyage, - 1042 

13, Prisoners in the Guard-House brought before 

the Committee and heard, - - - . 1043 
William Weyman, of Westchester County, re- 
* primanded, and charged to tarry at home and 
W behava prudently, 1043 



lxxiii 

1776. 



i conduct, 



Thomas Service admonished for h: 
and discharged, - , - 

Examination of Witnesses against Lawrence 
Hartwick, -. - 

Azor Bettsjsent to Ulster County, to be there con- 
fined in close Jail, - - - - 

Robert Simmons lo be sent in fetters to Ulster 
County Jail, and there kept in close confine- 
ment, ------- 

Jan. 15, Captain Austin Laurence sent to the Narrows 
to look out for the Fleet from Boston, 

Captain Dobbs sent to the Ldght-House for the 

. same purpose, - 

Pilots prohibited from bringing in any Ministe- 
rial Armed Vessel, - 

-Letter from the Delegates in Congress, inform- 
ing them that there is no probability that the 
Congress will agree to the exportation of 
Flaxseed to Ireland, - 

Resolutions of the Continental Congress, deliver- 
ed fo the Committee by Philip Livingston, - 

Draft of the. Soundings of the most likely place 
to obstruct the navigation to the City, present- 
ed and examined, - - - - - 

Alexander Leslie to be arrested and confined, - 

Captain Jacob Mott, Jackson Mott, and Seaman 
Weeks, of Queen's County, on their Petition, 
restored to the confidence of their country- 
men, ------- 

Instructions to the Commissioners for the Forti- 
fications on Hudson River, 

Encouragement for the making of Saltpetre in 
the Colony, ------ 

Letter to General Schuyler, - - - - 

Letter to Lord Stirling, requesting him not to 
disturb the People of Staten-Island, 

Letter from Peter R. Livingston, - - 

18, Garret Roorback appointed Barrack master for 

. the City and County of New- York, - 

Letter to James -.Livingston, - - - - 

Alexander Leslie examined, and permitted to go 
at large on his parole, - 

Letter to Captain Raymond, at the Fortification 
in the Highlands, 

Letter to the Commissioners in the Highlands, 
directing them to despatch half a ton of Gun- 
powder to General Schuyler, - 

Letter to the Committee of Albany, 
Colonel McDougall directed to take charge of 
the Cannon above King's Bridge, and have 
them prepared for use with all possible de- 



1043 



16 



17, 



19, 



20, 



1058 



Depositions and Examinations relating to the 
Sloop Polly and Ann, from New- York, bound 
for Boston, and stranded on Squam Beach, - 

Committee informed that General Lee is at 
New-Haven, raising Troops, on his way to 
New- York, 

Letter lo the Continental Congress, 

21, Letter to General Lee, informing him that the 

Inhabitants of the City are much alarmed at 
the various confident advices of his destina- 
tion with a body of Troops, for active service 

in New- York, 

Joseph Woolcombe, Mate of the Blue-Mo untain- 
Valley, and Captain William Dobbs, the Pi- 
lot at the Light- House, arrested by the City 
Guard, and brought before the Committee, - 

22, Letter from Thomas Grenell, of January 19th. 

with an account of the progress in the Fortifi- 
cations at the Highlands, - - - - 

Account of the expense of the intended Battery, 1065 

Letter from Lord Stirling, of January 20th, re- 
questing the Arms that are finished may be 
delivered to M.ajor De Hart, 

Letter to Lord Stirling, informing him that th< 
Men-of- War had despatched a Pilot-Boat with 
a relief for the Ship at the Hook, 

Hart Jacobs, a Jew, exempted from military duty 
on the City Watch on Friday nights, . - 

Sloop purchased by Colonel McDougall, to be 
made an Armed Vessel, - - - - 

Letter to the Continental Congress, recommend- 
ing the immediate equipping of three other 
Vessels to protect their Coast, and prevent 
Supplies to the enemy, - 

Examination of Joseph Woolcombe, Mate of the 
Blue-Mountain-Valley, 



1058 



1060 
1060 



1062 



1063 



1064 



1065 



1065 



1065 



1065 



- 1066 



1067 



24, 



CONTENTS. * lxxiv 

Letter to _ Colonel Graham, requesting him to 
place a Guard over the Cannon near King's 

Bridge, 1067 

I, John Hallet appointed Chairman pro tempore of 

the Committee, ----- 1068 
John Fowler, charged with spiking the Cannon 
near King's Bridge, examined, and ordered to 
the Upper Barracks, - - - 1°68 
Lieutenant Allen, of the Light-Horse, sent with 
a Guard to Mamaroneck, to apprehend Wil- 
liam Lownsberry and his accomplices, charged 
with spiking the Guns, - - - 1068 
Joseph Woolcombe further examined, and dis- 
charged; permit given him to go on board 
either of the Men-of- War in the Harbour un- 
molested, 10 69 

Letter from- the Richmond County Committee, 
dated the 19th instant; Two Members to re- 
present that County in the Provincial Con- 
gress were elected on thaj; day, - - - 1069 
Godfrey Hains to be sent in fetters, under guard, 
to Ulster County Jail, to be there confined in 
safe and secure custody, - 1070 

Letter to the Committee for Ulster County, with 
instructions respecting the safe keeping of John 
Blackler, Azor Butts, and Godfrey Hains, _- 1070 
Letter to Thomas Grenell, respecting the Forti- 
fications in the Highlands, - - - 1071 
Letter to Committees and Militia Officers, re- 
quiring their assistance to Captain Van Wyck, 
sent with the Prisoners to Ulster County, - 1071 
One thousand Pounds placed in the hands of 
John Ramsey and Isaac Stoutenburg, to em- 
ploy the industrious Poor in spinning and 
making manufactures^ - 1072 
Lieutenant Allen, returned with William Lowns- 
berry a prisoner, ----- 1072 
William Lownsberry, after examination, order- 
ed to be shackled and manacled, hands and 
feet, and confined at the Upper Barracks, - 1072 
John Fowler discharged, - - - _ - 1072 
Representation by the Committee for the City, 
that the Military Night- Watch is not to be 
trusted, and recommending the raising a Regi- 
ment to guard the City, - - - * - 1072 
Letter from the President of Congress of the 
12th instant, giving information of the mea- 
sures of Congress for reinforcing the Army in 

Canada, 1073 

Letter from the President of Congress, dated 
January 20, enclosing sundry Resolutions of 
Congress, ------ 1074 

Letter from General Lee, dated January 23, in 
answer to the Letter of the Committee of the 
21st, ------- 1075 

Letter to Colonel Drake, directing him to exam- 
ine all persons suspected of any connection 
with Lownsberry in spiking the Cannon, - 1076 
Letter from Joseph French, of Jamaica, Queen' 3 

County, of this date, - 1077 

Lawrence Hartwick released, upon security that 
he will be of good behaviour to all the friends 
of liberty in this City, - - - -1077 

William Mercier appointed to inspect all Permits 

to Vessels to lade in this Port, - •? - 1077 
Permit given for the Schooner Success to sail, 
laden by Francis Lewis, on Continental ac- 
count, ,- 1078 

Resolutions of the Committee of Poundndge.in 
Westchester, prohibiting the transportation, by 
land, or water, of any Cattle to New- York, 

disapproved, 1078 

Letter to Lord Stirling respecting Arms, - 1079 

Samuel Isleton appointed in place of William 
Dobbs, stationed at the Hook, to keep a look- 
out for Ships-of- War, - 1079 
Letter to Robert Livingston, requesting to know 
if he can cast Cannon and Shot, - - 1080 
, Letter to the Committee of each County, request- 
ing to be informed what number of Men can. 
be°raised in each County, and who would be 
proper for Officers,, - - - - 1081 
. Instructions for the inlistment of four new-Bat- 
talions in the Continental service, for the de- 
fence of the Colony of New- York, ; - 1081 
Letter from Colonel Drake: Has found none of 
the suspected persons, but is informed several 
, are in New-York, - -1082 

• 



1050 
1050 



1052 
1053 



1054 
1054 



1055 
1055 



1056 



1057 
1057 



LXXY 

1776. 



Isaac Purdy, William Armstrong, William Sut- 
ton, and James Lownsberry, ordered to be ar- 
rested, 1083 

Jan. 27, Captain Leary, with his Company of Light- 
Horse, to hold themselves ready to escort Ge- 
neral Lee to the City, .... 1083 
John Flood, Joseph Purdy, William Sutton, and 
William Armstrong, severally examined about 
spiking- the Cannon, and discharged, - - 1083 

28, Letter from the Committee for Westchester 

County, January 26, giving information about 
spiking the Cannon, - 1084 

Letter from the Sub-Committee for Westchester 
County, January 27, giving further informa- 
tion 1085 

Letter from Lord Stirling, January 26, with a 
list of the Stores in the Blue-Mountain- Valley, 1085 

29, Joshua Gidney examined, and ordered into cus- 

tody in irons, --.___ 1086 

Colonel Lasher aryi his Officers decline entering 
the Continental service on the terms offered, - 1086 

William Lownsberry and Isaac Gidney re-ex- 
amined and recommitted, - 1087 

Letter to Colonel Drake, directing him to appre- 
hend, and send, under guard, Josiah Burrell, 
William Hains, James Hains, Jun., Thomas 
Hains, Isaac Gidney, and Joseph Purdy, all 
of Westchester County, and concerned in spi- 
king the Cannon, - 1089 

Letter to the Officer of the Guard at King's 
Bridge, directing him to arrest Isaac Valen- 
tine, - - - - . - - 1089 

30, George Shannon, and one Ross, brought before 

the Committee, with a number of Proclama- 
tions, Papers, and Pamphlets, given* them by 
Govemour Tryon, examined and discharged, 1089 

Letter to Colonel Heard, requesting him to re- 
lease Jacob Molt, of Queen's County, and 
permit him. to retain his Arms, - - - 1089 

Letter from Jonathan Blake, commanding the 
Cannon-Guard beyond King's Bridge: He 
has sent Mr, Valentine, his Son, and Journey- 
man, under guard, - 1090 

Is^ac Valentine, Isaac Valentine, Jun., and Wil- 

* liam Dickin, examined, - 1090 

31, Letter from Colonel James McClaughry, Ulster 

County: His men cannot appear properly 
equipped, for want of Ammunition, - - 1091 

Letter from the Delegates in Congress : A Com- 
mittee will repair immediately to New- York, 
to inquire into the expediency of General 
Lee's expedition, ..... 1091 

Committee appointed to confer with the Commit- 
tee from the Continental Congress, - - 1092 

Agreement with Mr. Alien, to remove, clear,, 
and unspike the Guns near King's Bridge, - 1093 

Letter to the Delegates in Continental Congress, 1094 

Letter to General Schuyler : The new Regiment 
for Canada, under Colonel Van Schaick, must, 
for the most evident reasons, be raised in the 
Northern quarter, - 1094 
Feb. 1, Joseph Purdy, sent down by an Officer of the 
Guard at King's Bridge, examined, and com- 
mitted, ' 1095 

Letter from General Washington, dated Janu- 

MJ$i -m 1095 

Report of the Committee appointed to confer with 
the Committee of the Continental Congress, - 1096 

Notes of the Conference with the Committee from 
Congress, taken in the Committee Chamber, - 1096 

Motion of Mr. Sands, that General Lee's Troops, 
now on their march from Connecticut, be 
stopped, rejected, - 1096 

Motion of Mr. Scott, that General Lee's Troops 
be admitted to come into the Citj-, and lodged 
in the Barracks, carried in the affirmative, - 1096 

Letter from Thomas Palmer, dated January 25th, 1097 

Letter from the Delegates in Congress, dated 
January 30: The privilege asked for by Mr. 
Foster cannot he granted, - - - 1097 

Letter from the Committee of Kingston, in Ul- 
ster County, dated January 27 : The Prison- 
ers sent by Captain Van Wyck have been 
received, --..'„ . 1098 

iLetter from the Committee of the Congress: 
They cannot consent that the Troops com- 
manded by General Lee shall be under the 
. ^ entire direction of the Committee of Safety, -1098 



CONTENTS. 

1776. 



IiXXVI 



Letter from Colonel Waterbury, on the same 
subject: He has no authority to give up the 
entire direction of the Troops "to the Commit- . 
tee, without orders from the General, - - .1098 

An immediate Conference With the Committee 

from the Congress requested, ... 1098 

Report by Mr. Sands.one of the Sub-Committee 
appointed by the Provincial Congress to 
freight a Vessel to the West-Indies to procure 
Arms and Ammunition, - 1099 

Conference of die Committee of the Continental 
Congress with the Committee of Safety,' - 1100 
,Fe b. 2, Letter from Colonel Drake: He has arrested 
and sent forward Joseph Burrell, Thomas 
Hains, and Isaac Gidney, - - - - 1101 

Joseph Burrell, Isaac Gidney, and Thomas 
Hains, brought in, examined, and committed 
prisoners, to l.he Barracks, - - - 1101 

3, Application from the City Committee for inform- 

ation as to the exportation of Flaxseed, - 1102 

Thomas Vernon and Guerney Ten Ey'ck 
brought prisoners to the door, by several of 
the, Inhabitants, examined, and Vernon com* 
mitted to the Guard-House at the Barracks, - 1103 
Report of Samuel Isleton ( the Pilot at the Hook: 
A large Ship came in yesterday, and another 
this morning, assisted by Pilots from Francis 
James : s Pilot-Boat, -■-_.. H04 
Letter to the Committee of -Stamford, Connecti- 
cut, requesting them to receive and forward 
two- Brass Guns sent by this Committee to the 
Camp at Cambridge, . _ . H04 

4, Hugh Wallaee and the Mayor requested to at- 

tend the Committee, - - .- - 1105 

John Atherlon, a Pilot, examined, and sent back 
to the Guard-House, - 1105 

Mr # Wallace attended, and says he was on board 
the Governor's Ship, but has no information 
of Troops- ftom Boston: is to go on board 
again this af:ernoon, and if he hears anything 
of importance to the City, will inform of it, - 1105 

Mr. Mayor says he knows nothing but what he 
heard on the Bridge; is to wait on the Govem- 
our to-morrow ; if he hears of any thing ne- 
cessary for the safety of the City, he Will 
make the best use of it, - - - - 1106 

William Fundiau directed to proceed to the Nar- 
rows, and Samuel Isleton to the Hook, to keep 
a good look-out if any Fleet is approaching, 1 106 

Colonel McDougall sent to wait on General Lee, 1 106 

Jacobus Van Zandt informed the Committee 
that General Clinton has ^rrived, -. - 1106 

Committees of the Continental Congress, the 
Provincial Congress, and the Committee of 
Safety, wait on General Lee. to confer with him 
on the present situation of a rTairs, - - H06 p 

Mr. Mayor attends, and states that he had waited 
on the Governour, and saw General Clinton 
there, and both declared no Troops were 
coming here, - - - - - .1 106 

Letter to the Delegates in Congress, informing 
them of the arrival of General Clinton, of the 
Ministerial Troops, and of General Lee, - 1 107 

The three City Regiments ordered to parade to- 
morrow, to ascertain the state and number of 
each, U07 

Colonel Brasher enjoined not to attend duty with 
his Regimeni; to-night, - - - _ 1107 

5, Conference with General Lee, ... 1108 
Letter from William Smith, Chairman of the 

Committee of Suffolk County* requesting a De- 
tachment of Continental Troops may be sta- 
tioned there, H08 

Officers of Minute-Men and Artillery for Suffolk 
County, - - ■ - t . . - 1109 

6, Letter from Lord Stirling, requesting five thou- 

sand Cartridges, - - - - 1109 

Letter to Lord Stirling, in reply: They will 
send the Cartridges, on being informed of the 
size wanted, -. - - - - - 1109 
Minutes of a Conference at General Lee's, - 1109 

7, Many Members of the Provincial Congress at- 

tended, but not sufficient to make a Congress, 1110 
Committee of Safety adjourned to Siramons's, 

without separating. ■ - - - - - 1 1 10 
Samuel Bayard attended, and allowed till to- 
morrow afternoon to give his opinion as to the 
safety of the PubJJck Records, - - -1110 



CONTENTS. 



Letter from Henry Rerasen. Chairman of the 
City Committee, for instructions about comply- 
ing with an application to send Spirits, Coffee, 
and Chocolate, on board the Asia, - - 1 110 

Letter to Mr. Remsen, in reply: It is necessary 
to know by whom the application was made, 
before they can give any directions, - - 1111 

Petition of John Pel], 1111 

Petition of Margaret Graham, - - - 1111 
Feb. 8, Mr. Bayard informed the Committee that the 
Goverjiour considers the Records safe where 
they are; but he is willing to charter any 
Ship in the Harbour, and deposite the Records 
therein/where they should be kept in safety 
for the Publick, 1112 

Letter from General Schuyler, dated January 25, 1113 

Letter from Colonel Ritzema, dated January 3 : 
•Account of the attack on duebeck, and the 
destitute condition of the Army, - 1113 

Letter from Colonel Ritzema, dated January 5, 1115 

Letter from John R. Livingston, dated January 
27: His Powder-Miil is finished, but is idle 
■for want of Saltpetre, - - - -1115 

Letter from William Floyd, dated February 5, 1115 

Letter from Thomas Thomas, Chairman of the 
Committee at White-Plains: The Powder 
sent them should he a Provincial charge; 
they think it hard to be required to purchase 
Powder for the defence of the Province in 

general, 11 16 

9, General Lee is authorized, if he thinks more 
Troops necessary, to call in Minute-Men of 
this Colony, but not to send to Pennsylvania 
for a Regiment, - - - . - -1116 

10, Letter from Colonel Robert Livingston, dated 
the 5th instant: His Furnace will be in blast 
early in April ; but does not know whether 
they can cast Cannon, - - - - 1117 

Letter from Egbert Benson, Chairman of Dutch- 
ess County Committee : Timothy Doughty 
having shown a disposition inimical to the 
cause of liberty, has baen committed to Jail, 1 118 

John Carleton, the Pilot, examined and dis- 
charged, - 1118 

Colonel Heard attended the Committee, and re- 
quests, as the Provincial Congress is not con- 
Tened, they will take charge of the Prisoners 
he has brought fronPQueen's County, - 1119 

Jacob Mott discharged; Benjamin Whitehead, 
Joseph French, John Polhemus, Nathaniel 
Moor, Samuel Hallet, William Weyman, 
John 'Shoals, John Willet, Charles Hicks, 
Samuel Martin, Thomas Smith, David 
Brooks, and John Townshend, to be con- 
fined under guard, at their own expense, - 1119 

Letter to the Committee of Westchester, request- 
ing them to prevent the sale of Beef or Pork 
to any person residing out of the Colony, - 1120 

John Graham released on bonds to be of good 
behaviour towards all the friends of liberty 
in America, - - - - - -1120 

Letter to the Provincial Congress of New-Jer- 
sey, requesting them to send Colonel Heard 
with his Regiment for the protection of Sta- 
ten-Island, - - - - - - ll20 

Peter T. Curtenius directed to furnish what Ge- 
neral Lee may require for the use of the Con- 
tinental Army, - - - - -1121 
LI, The removal of the Cannon on and near the 
Battery, both in its design and execution, be- 
ing without the consent and knowledge of the 
Committee, and may bring on a firing from 
the Ships-of-War, the Publick Records, to- 
gether with Samuel Bayard, are ordered to be 
removed under guard to a place of security, 1122 

Committee to make a list of the empty Houses 
in the City, for the accommodation of the 
Troops expected by General Lee, - - 1123 

Letter to the Committee of Elizabethtown, New- 
Jersey, requesting them to send Militia for 
the protection of Staten- Island, - - - 1123 
12, General Lee's order to permit persons to pass 

to the Governour's Ship, - 1123 

Nicholas Lord permitted to load^two Vessels 
with Flaxseed and Lumber, 4PL- - - 1 123 

Colonel Curtenius directed to supply General 
Lee with Provisions, - 1124 

Applications for Military appointments, - -1124 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, ETC. 



Feb, 13, Letter from Arthur Lee [to Benjamin Frank- 
lin:! A fund for necessary expenses should 
•be placed in London, in faithful hands; the 
New-England men are fittest to be trusted in 
any dangerous or important enterprise, - 1125 

13, Letter from Arthur Lee: The Ministry, if 

every thing favours them, may have about 
thirty thousand Men in America by the 1st 
of June; they have found it impossible to re- 
cruit in England, Ireland, or Scotland, and 
have been obliged to draft from other Regi- 
ments to complete those which are going, - 1125 

14, Letter from Arthur Lee: Lord Cornwallis, with 

six Regiments, is to sail immediately for Vir- 
ginia, where Clinton is to take command; 
they have' certain assurances of being joined 
by the Scotch ia Virginia, and those on the 
borders of North-Carolina, under tjie com- 
mand of one McDonald. Howe, with a Fleet 
of seventy-two sail, is to get possession of 
New- York and Hudson's River, and cut off 
all North and South communication, - ■• 1127 
13j Letter from Governour Wright to James Mac- 
kay; Arrived at Tybee yesterday morning, 
and, after a full conversation with the Of- 
ficers, is able to affirm there will be no hos- 
tilities against the Province, - 1128 
13, Extract of a Letter from Newbern, North-Ca- 

. rolina : Information has been received that the 
Tories and Regulators intend marching to 
Cross-Creek, and thence to Cape Fear, - 1129 

13, Manifesto by Thomas *Rutherfo>d, Colonel of 
the Cumberland, North-Carolina, Militia, re- 
quiring his Majesty's faithful Subjects to re- 
pair to the Royal Standard at Cross-Creek 
before the 16th instant, or they will be treat- 
ed as Rebels, - - - - - - 1129 

13, Field- Officers appointed by the District fojUhe 
Counties of Caroline, Spottsylvania, ^Rg 
George, and Stafford, - - . -W' - 1 129 

.Letter from William Lux to the Maryland 

Council of Safety, L130 

Petition of William Dusenberry to New- York 
Congress, to be appointed Surgeon to one of 
the Battalions, 1130 

Letter from Abraham Godwin to the New- York 
Congress, 1130 

Letter from Egbert Dumond to John McKesson : 
Will have no objection to the appointment of 
Lieutenant-Colonel, - - - ... H31 

Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress: Near thirty Oneidas and Mo- 
hawks have delivered him a Speech, and ask- 
ed leave to go to Niagara and bring Colonel 
Butler home, 1131 

Letter from Edward Antill to General Schuyler: 
Is alarmed and shocked to hear of the great • 
confusion and irregularity at Montreal, as so 
much depends upon immediate relief in Canada, 1132 

Letter from General Schuyler to Colonel War- 
ner, desiring to know how many of his Men 
will remain in service during the campaign, - 1132 

Letter from General Wooster to the President 
of Congress : The Ministry will send a great 
force to Canada in the Spring: Quebeck must 
be taken before May ; we have neither proper 
Artillery nor Ammunition to make the at- 
tempt, 1132 

Letter from Edward Mott to Governour Trum- 
bull, - - ,- - - - - 1133 

Letter from Robert H. Harrison to James War-, 
ren, requesting that the parole of Captain 
William Wood may be enlarged, - - 1133 

Letter from Captain Wood to Mr. Harrison, 
asking an enlargement of his parole, - - 1133 

Letter from P. Begozzat to the New-Hamp- 
shire Committee of Safety, offering his ser- 
vices in procuring what may be required for 
the Colonies at Marlinico, - 1143 

Letter from the Council of Safety of Maryland 
to the Talbot County Committee, - - 1135 

Letter from the Maryland CounciJ of Safety to 
Captains Kent and Henry, - - - JH35 

Letter from the Maryland Council of. Safety to 
William Hindman, Treasurer of the Eastern 
Shore, -. 1135, 



13, 

13, 

13, 
13, 



12, 
13, 



13, 
13, 



H, 



CONTENTS. 



1776. 
Feb. 14 



H, 



15, 



15, 
15, 

15, 
*, 



Letter from Colonel Smallwood to the Maryland 

Council of Safety, - - -. - - 1136 

Thoughts on Government, by John Adams, - 1136 

Letter from John Adams to James Warren : 
Scarcely a Paper is published in Philadel- 
phia, without speculations in open, vindication 
of opinions, that, five months ago, were said 
to be unpopular, .... - 1140 

Acknowledgment and Concession of Thomas 
Austin of Philadelphia, - 1141 

Salus Populi to the Freemen of the Province of 
Pennsylvania, in favor of Independence, - 1141 

Letter from a Gentleman of publick character in 
New-Jersey to his Friend in Massachusetts: 
The conduct of General Washington has jus- 
tified his expectations ; the Army kept in ex- 
cellent order; the country fully satisfied; hu- 
man blood spared; and yet our enemies are 
in the most disgraceful situation, - - 1144 

Letter fr,om General Lee to General Washington, 1 1 44 

Letter from General Schuyler to General 
Washington, 1146 

Letter from Samuel Mott to Governour Trum- 
bull, on the defences necessary for New-Lon- 
don, Stonington, &c, - 1146 

Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 
Schuyler, 1147 

Letter from Robert H. Harrison to Christopher 
Leffingwell, -1147 

Letter from General Washington to the Presi- 
dent of Congress : He has declined sending 
the Letter of Lord Drummond to General 
Howe, and sends it to Congress for their di- 
rection, - - ■ - - - - - 1148 

Letter from Lord Drummond to General Ro- 
bertson, dated'February 5, - 1149 

Report of Aaron Willard and Moses Child to 
General Washington, of the disposition of the 
Inhabitants, condition of the Fortifications, 

^&c., of the Province ofNova-Scotia, - - 1149 

^Beral Orders, from February 9 to February 

~4, - . - - - H50 

Letter from John Langdon to Meshech Weare: 
Has just received information of the arrival of 
one of the Vessels in the Continental service 
with sixty tons of Saltpetre* thirteen tons of 
Powder, and thirteen hundred stand of good 
Arms, 1152 

Letter, from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
Colonel Veazy, directing him to purchase the 
whole of the Powder imported by Nathaniel 
Rumsey, - H52 

Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
the Baltimore Committee, desiring to know 
what Sulphur has been bought or obtained in 
Baltimore County, - - 1152 

Letter from Gustavus Scott to Daniel of St. 
Thomas Jenifer, -■-.-_ H52 

Letter from the Continental Congress to the 
Provincial Congress of New-Jersey, - - 1592 

Extract of a Letter from Philadelphia to a Gen- 
tleman in London: Many People here are 
heartily tired of our great men's knight-er- 
rantry; the Congress will not find so many 
friends as they imagine when the King's 
Troops appear, 1153 

Provincial Congress of New-Jersey order a 
Battalion of Minute- Men to proceed to New- 
York, 1153 

Letter from John Blanchard to Lord Stirling, 1200 

Notice of the Meeting of a few Members of the 
General Assembly ajfc New- York, - - 1153 

Letter from Colonel Waterhury to the President 
of Congress, requesting pay for the Regiment 
raised by him in January to go on an expedi- 
tion against the Tories on Long- Island, - 1 154 

Letter from Colonel Curtenius to the New- York 

1154 



Application of Joseph Blanchard to the New^ 
York Congress for permission to go on the 
Governour's Ship, .--.-_ 

Letter firom.R. Thin-man to the New- York Con- 
gress, requesting as high a rank in the Army 
as they think he can fill with propriety, 

Letter from Samuel Thompson to the New- 
York Congress, with a draft and description 
of the East and West Harbours of Brookha- 
ven, Suffolk County, - - - - - - 1155 



1154 



1154 



LXXX 

1776. 
Feb, 1 5, Letter from William Bedlow to John Berrien, 
for information about a Fortress to be erected 
at the Highlands, - - - - 1155 

15, Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- 
ler, 1218 

15, Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress : Niagara should be in our pos- 
session, in order to secure all the Indians. 
Two Regiments, under an active Officer, 
would be sufficient for the business, - - 1156 ' 

15, Letter from General Washington to Governour 

Trumbull, 1157 

15, Letter from Colonel Huntington to Governour 

Trumbull, - - - - - - 1157 

15, Letter from James Otis to the Massachusetts 

-.- Council, - - - - - --11 58 

15, Letter from Stephen Moylan to the Massachu- 

setts Council, requesting that the Powder sent 
to Major Thompson may be lent or sold for 
the use of the United Colonies, - - ' - 1158 
16j Extract of a Letter from Barbadoes to a Gentle- 
man in London : The Men-of-War seize every 
American Vessel they meet with, - - 1158 

16, Letter from Colonel Mclntos'h to General Wash- 

ington, informing him of the state of affairs in 
Georgia, - - - - . - - - 1159 
Test subscribed by the Officers of the Battalion 
raised for the protection and defence of Geor- 
gia before they received their Commissions, - 1160 
Return of the Officers of the Battalion, - - 1160 

16, Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 

the Pennsylvania Committee of Safety, , - 1161 

16, Letter from Andrew Beall to the Maryland 
Council of Safety, for Powder and Lead from 
the stock at Bladensburgh, - - - 1161 

16, Letter fromC. Beatty to the Maryland Council 

ofSafety, - - - * - - U61 

16, Letter from Robert Alexander to the Maryland 
Council of Safety ; Patriotism sinks before 
private interest; and there are, many, men in 
Philadelphia who rank themselves in that 
class, generally exacting the most from the 
necessity of the country; hence the publick is 
plundered, ---,___ 1151 

16, List of the Committee for the City and Liberties 
of Philadelphia, elected to serve for six months 
ensuing, H62 

16, Letter from Colonel Beard to the New- York 
Congress : He is on Staten- Island, with seven 
hundred men, waiting their further instruct 
tions, - - - - - - - 1163 

16, Letter from Philip Brooks to the New- York 

Congress, asking a Commission, - - 1163 

16, Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 
Washington ; Sends two tons more of Powder, 
which is all that possibly can be spared from 
the Colony, ----.__. 1163 

16, Letter from the Massachusetts Council to North- 
ampton Committee, ---... 1308 

16, Cosmopolitan to the Inhabitants of the American 

Colonies; No. 8, - - - - - H64 

17, Letter from Andrew Syramer to' Governour 

Penn, with a Petition from the Inhabitants of 
Turk's Island, - ■ - - . . i\qq 

\7, Extract of a Letter from Norfolk, Virginia, to 
a Gentleman in Scotland ; The Rebels are in 
the deepest distress, being divested of Clothes, 
Ammunition, and Lodgings ; all the Highland 
Emigrants Eire most friendly to Government, 1166 

17, -Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 

Gustavus Scott, \\qj 

17, Letter from Samuel Purviance to the Maryland 
Council of Safety: They are mounting the 
Guns at Baltimore, and erecting a Battery at 
Whetstone; Mr. Hughes is anxious some 
person should go tB Antietam, to prove the 
Guns cast there, ..... jigy 

17, Letter from James Lloyd Chamberline to the 

Maryland Council ofSafety, - 1168 

17, Questions and Answers on the Independence of 

the 1 Colonies, - - - . . H68 

17, Letter from Colonel Wayne- to the President of 
Congress: His Regiment is in want of almost 
every thing, - - . _ _ _ 1172 
Return of 9 Fourth Pennsylvania Battalion, - 1172 

17, Memorialof John Frazer to the Congress, - 1172 

17, Declaration, 011 oath, by Captain Belair, of the 

arrest of Mr, Walker, - - '_ -1175 



LXSXE 

1776. 



CONTENTS. 



1179 



1180 



1181 



1181 



1182 



1183 



1183 



Mr. Walker's Statement of his arrest and im- 
prisonment, ._,_-. 1176 

Remarks on the difference in the treatment of 
Colonel Allen, Mr. Walker, and General 

Prescott, 1178 

Feb.17, Orders given to the several Captains of the Fleet, 

on sailing from the Capes of Delaware, - 1179 

Signals for the American Fleet; - ... 1179 

Letter from General Lee to the President of 
Congress, apprizing him of the sailing of 
Men-of-War from New- York, and that pro- 
bably their object is the American Fleet, 

Letter from the Tryon County Committee to the 
New- York Congress; Will raise two Com- 
panies under Continental pay, and, if neces- 
sary, a third Company, for the defence of the 
Province, .... 

17, Letter from Joseph French to the New- York 
Congress, requesting td be released from con- 
finement, - - * - 

Application of Adrian De Ronde for an appoint- 
ment in one of the New- York Battalions, 

Letter from Colonel Eastbii to General Wash- 
ington, .----.. 

Letter from Robert H. Harrison to Colonel 
Easton, 1182 

Letter from Robert H, Harrison to the Rev. 
James Lyon: The General is pleased with his 
zeal in the promotion of American liberty, by 
endeavoring to add Nova-Scotia to the Union, 
but does not think the plan will at present 
succeed, 1182 

Letter from Herbert Courtenay to Charles Car- 
roll, - 

Letter from Joseph Sims to the Maryland Coun- 
cil of Safety, - - - 

Letter from John Adams to a Friend : He can 
see no prospect, no probability, no possibility 
of a reconciliation with Great Britain: the 
Newspapers in Philadelphia are full of free 
speculations on the question of Independence, 1183 
13, Proceeding's of the Committee of the City and 
County of Albany, on the Affidavit and Letter 
ofBenjamin Hilton, - 1184 

Letter from Moses Hazen to the President of 

* Congress, with a Statement of his, losses in 
Property, &c., - - - - - 1186 

Letter from Major Hawley to Elbridge Gerry: 
Without an American Independent Supreme 
Government and Constitution, wisely devised 
and designed, well established and settled, we 
shall always be but a rope of sand; but, that 
well done, invincible, 

Letter from General Washington to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, ..... 

Council of General Officers, held at Head-Quar 
ters, in Cambridge, February 16, decide that 
an assault on the Town of Boston is at present 
improper; that a cannonade and bombard- 
ment will be expedient when there is a suffi- 
cient supply of Powder ; and that, in the mean 
time, possession should be taken of Dorchester 
Hill and Noddle's Island, - 

Return of Cannon Cartridges in possession of 
the Regiment of Artillery, ... 1194 

Return of Musket Cartridges, ... 1194 

Return of Ammunition delivered from January 

23 to February 17, 1195 

19, Surry County Committee prohibit the removal 
of any commodity from any landing in the 
County, without permit from the Committee, 1195 

Letter from Charles Carroll to the Maryland 
Council of Safety, 1195 

Letter from the Committee for Queen Anne's 
County to the Maryland Council of Safety, 
with a Letter from Captain Kent, dated Snow- 
Hill, February 9, 1196 

19, Letter from the President of Congress to Gene- 
ral Lee: Congress desires him to repair to 
Canada, and lake command of the Army of 
the United Colonies in that Province, - 1197 

Resolutions of Congress, enclosed by President 

Hancock, - 1197 

19, Oration in memory of General Montgomery, de-> ' 
livered, at the desire of the Continental Con- 
gress, by Dr. William Smith, - . . - 1675 
19, "Letter from General Lee to General Washing- 
ton, ------- 1198 

FotiBTH Series. — Vol. it. 



17, 



17, 



17, 



17, 



17, 



18, 



18, 



18, 



18, 



18, 



IS, 



- 1190 



1192 



1193 



19, 



19, 



1776. 

Feb. 19, Letter from Lord Stirling- to the President of 



1199 



19, 
19, 

1% 
19, 

19, 

19, 
19,. 
19, 



19, 
19, 



19, 



20, 
20, 

20, 

SO, 
SO, 
20, 



1199 
1200 



1200 



Congress, - - - - - - 

Letter from Lord Stirling to Robert Ogden, 
transmitting a Resolve of Congress compli- 
mentary to the gentlemen pf Elizabethtown, - 

Letter from Lord Stirling to General Livingston, 

Letter from Lord Stirling- to John Blanchard, 
requesting him to take the Blue-Mountain- 
Valley and Cargo, Stores, and Adventures, in 
charge, and carry the orders of Congress re- 
lative to them into execution, - 

Letter from John Blanchard to Lord Stirling; 
He cannot undertake the charge of the whole 
matters of the Ship, as a number of the Mili- 
tia think themselves concerned in the Prize, 1200 

Letter from Lord Stirling to Colonel Lowrey, 
for Supplies for his Regiment, - - 1200 

Application of Major Rogers to the New-York 
Congress, for permission to go on board the 
Dutchess of Gordon, ... - 1201 

Petition of William Cock and Thomas Cock, of 
Queen's County, to the New- York Congress, 
acknowledging their error, and praying for- 
giveness, - 

Whitehead Hicks appointed one of the Judges 
of the Supreme Court of New-York, and Da- 
vid Matthews appointed Mayor of the City, 
by Governour Tryon, - 

Letter from General Schuyler to Governour 
Trumbull, ------- 

Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- 
ler, - 

Letter from P. Moreau to General Washington 
respecting the offer of M. de Santerre, 

Letter from General Washington to General 
Sullivan: The House he now occupies is too 
far from his line of command, - 

Letter from General Washington to Governour 
Trumbull: His situation in respect to Pow- 
der is distressing; nothing can be undertaken 
for want of it, and the world, without know- 
ing his condition, is censuring his inactivity, 1203 

Letter from Josiah Quincy to Genera! Wash* 
ington, representing the exposed condition of 
Braintree, and requesting a guard may be sta- 
tioned at Squantum for their protection, 

Letter from Colonel Huntington to Governour 
Trumbull, -_.... 

Letter from the Salem Committee to the Massa- 
chusetts Council, with a statement of the case 
of Captain Lemuel Perkins, 

Permit from Admiral Shuklham to Captain Per- 



1201 



1201 



1202 



1483 



1202 



1202 



1204 



1205 



1205 



kins, 

Additional Papers relating to Captain Perkins, 

Letter from John Page to Richard Henry Lee, 

Letter from Lord Dunmore to Colonel Richard 
Corbin, offering his services to go to England 
to negotiate a reconciliation between Virginia 
and its Parent State, ..... 

Letter from the Committee of Safety of Virginia 
to Lord Dunmore; They are not authorized 
or inclined to intermeddle in the mode of ne- 
gotiating a reconciliation; any steps to be 
taken must proceed from the Representatives 
of the Continent, and not from them, - 

Extract of a Letter from a Member of the Vir- 
ginia Convention to a Friend in Philadelphia: 
Some seem alarmed at the name of Indepen- 
dence, while they support measures and pro- 
pose plans that comprehend all the spirit of 
it: we are still called dependant, though we 
have done every thing but call ourselves in- 
dependent, --._-_ 

Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
Colonel Joseph Sim, 

Letter to the Maryland Council of Safety from 
the Committee appointed to collect Gold and 
Silver in Calvert County, - - - - 

Philadelphia Committee declare Thomas Rogers 
and Joseph Sermon enemies to their country, 

£ and preclude them from all trade or intercourse 
with the Inhabitants- of the Colonies, - 

Letter from Lord Stirling to the Provincial Con- 
gress.of New-Jersey,, - 

Application of Golonel Wynkoop to the New- 
York Congress, in favour of Moses Youmans, 

Letter from Colonel Drake to John McKes- 



1206 
1207 
1208 



1208 



1210 
1211 



1211 
1597 
1212 
1212 



LXXXIII CONTENTS. 

1776. 1775. 

Feb.20, Petition of Azor Betts to the New- York Con- Dec, 

gress, to be released from Prisom 
20, President of Congress to General Schuyler; It 
has been determined to send General Lee to 
Canada, reserving to General Schuyler the 
command in the Colony of New- York, 
20, Letter from the Pennsylvania Committee of 
Safety to the President of Congress, suggest- 
ing the propriety of making some other dispo- 
sition of the Prisoners at Lancaster, where the 
kind treatment given them by the People meets 
with a very improper and indecent return, ■ 
20, Letter from John Broome to Silas Deane, for 
warding authentick accounts of the damage 
done by the Ministerial Pirates at the East 
end of Long- Island, - 
20 f Letter fromGeneral Schuyler to the President 
of Congress: Either General Wooster or 
himself must quit the Northern Department, 1214 

Letter from General Schuyler to General Woos- 
ter, with arrangements for the two Regiments 
in Canada, - ' 

Letter from General Wooster to General 
Schuyler; Complains that he is treated with 
disrespect, - 

Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- 
ler : The plan proposed for the arrangement 
of the two Regiments will not answer, - 1218 

Return of a number of articles in the Stores at 
Montreal, •*- - 

Estimate of the Pay due to the Troops of the 
United Colonies, raised in Connecticut, and 
employed in the Northern Department, 

Letter from John Bigelow to Governour Trum- 
. bull; The People cannot be persuaded. to en- 
ter th% service: He has spared no pains to 
raise a Company, but has inlisted but four men, 1220 

Letter from Major Hawley to Elbridge Gerry: 
Independence is the only way to union and 
harmony, to vigour and despatch in business; 
it will open to us a trade with all the worldj 1220 



20, 



20, 



1212 



1213 



1213 



1214 



1216 



1217 



1219 



. 1219 



MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL. 

1775. „ 

Nov.29, Report of Joint Committee on General Wash- 
ington's Letter, dated November 29th, - 1219 
Committee to wait on General Washington, to 
confer on supplying the deficiency in the 
Army, which may be caused by the Connec- 
ticut Forces leaving the service, - -' 1221 

29, Letter from the Rev. William Gordon, praying 

them to excuse his continuing Chaplain, - 1221 

30, Committee to consider several Resolutions of 

the Continental Congress, - 1221 

Sec, 1, Committee for apportioning three thousand men 
among the Regiments, for reinforcing the 
Army, Until the new Army is complete, - 1221 
Committee to take into consideration the state 
and circumstances of the Sea-Coast, - - 1222 

4, Letter received from Robert H. Harrison, in- 

forming that a number of persons, infected 
with the Small-Pox were to be sent out of 
Boston, - - - - - - - 1222 

5, Letter sent to the Continental Congress, repre- 

senting their reasons for paying their men by 
Lunar, and not by Calendar months, - - 1222 

Committee to take into consideration the circum- 
stances of the Sea-Ports, - 1222 
6 ? Committee to consider a Letter from Governour 
• Trumbull, - - , - - - - 1223 

Committee to confer with General Washington 
on the critical situation of the Army, - - 1223 

Petition of the Selectmen of Boxford, - - 1223 

Committee to wait on -General Washington, and * 

represent to him the circumstances of the four 
Companies now doing duty at Bmintree, Wey- 
mouth, and Hingham, ... - 1223 

Petition of Thomas Livermore, Selectman of 
Ipswich, directed to furnish Clothing for the 
Prisoners confined there, - - - #■- 1224 
7, Petition of Joseph Greenleaf, praying for an ex- 

, elusive privilege 'to manufacture Copperas, 

Alum, ■&€., for the space of ten years, - 1224 

Petition of Alexander Parrau-, who was wound- 
ed in the battle of Bunker-Hill, - - 1225 

Petitions of Nathaniel Farmer and George 
Reed, wounded on the 19th of April, - - 1225 



LXXXIV 

Attested copies to -be lodged ,ih the Secretary's 
Office of all such Vouchers for, expenses in- 
curred by this Colony, in defence of Ameri- 
can liberty, as may be sent to the Continental 
Congress, - , _ . 1226 

Petition of Joshua Davis, for pay as Lieutenant- 
Colonel, - - - - . - - - 1226 

Petition of Joseph Cornell, wounded on the 19th 
of April ia:?t, - - ' - ' - - - 1226 

Petition of Francis Brown, wounded on the 19th 
of April, - - - - - - 1226 

Report of Joint Committee on Governour Trum- 
bull's Letter, - - - - - - 1227 

Letter from Elbridge Gerry, declining the office 
of -Maritime Judge,, ■ 1227 

Letter from General Washington, requesting the 
Militia Companies, as they arrive at Water- 
town, may be ordered to Roxbury, - - 1227 

Order of the Council'on the Letter, - = - 1227 

Petition of a number of Inhabitants of Pownal- 
borough, respecting Abiel Wood, - - 1228 

Report of Joint Committee on the Petition, pre- 
sented, read and recommitted, ... 1228 

Committee on a Letter from John Hancock, 
President of the American Congress, - 1229 

Committee on a Letter from Thomas Crafts, - 1229 

Letter from Thomas Crafts to William Cooper, 1229 

Letter from General Washington to James Otis, 1229 

Letter from* Thomas Crafts to General Washing, 
ton: The Smalt- Pox- has broken out in two 
families thai, came out of Boston, -" - 1229 

Letter from W. Sever to General Washington : 
The Court has taken precautions to prevent 
the spreading of the Small-Pox brought out 
of Boston, - - - - - - 1229 

Letter from Jonathan Titcomb, and others, to B. . 
Greenleaf, in behalf of Captain Peter Roberts, 1229 

Commission granted to Peter Roberts, of the 
Sloop Game-Cock, 1229 

Lettej fiom Thomas Jones, and others, to Benja- 
min Greenleaf, in behalf of Captain Offin 
Boardman, 1229 

Commission granted to Offin Boardman, of the 
Schooner Washington, - 1230 

Report of the Joint Committee on the Letter of 
Thomas Crafts, - - - * - 1230 

Committee at Point Shirley directed lo use their 
utmost endeavours to prevent the spreading of 
the Small-Pox, - - - - - 1230 

Memorial of the Committee of Gloucester, pray- 
ing assistance for the protection of the Har- 
bour, - - - - ■ - - 1230 

Letter from Timothy Pickering, accepting the 
appointmeni; of Judge of Admiralty, - - 1231 

Committee to examine into the character and 
conduct of Edward Rand, - 1231 

Letter from W. Sever to General Washington, 1232 

Letter from George Leonard, Jun., dated Norton, 
December 4, desiring to be excused from act- 
•ing as on,e of the Justices of the Inferior 
Court of Bristol County, - - - - 1232 

Report of Joint Committee appointed to prepare 
and bring in a Bill for raising and regulating 
a Militia in this Colony, - - - - 1233 

Petition of the Inhabitants of the Westerly part 
of Newton, ---... 1234 

Report of Joint Committee on the charges 
against Edward Rand, - - - - 1235 

Petition *f Ebenezer Beal, wounded at Machias 
on the 12th of June last. - - ■ s - - 1235 

John Hancock, John Adams, Samuel Adams, 
Robert Treat Paine, and Elbridge Gerry, 
elected by joint ballot, Delegates to the Ameri- 
can Congress, ------ 1235 

Letter from Nathaniel Peaslee, Sergeant, de- 
clining the appointment of a Justice of the Su- 
perior. Court, ---.._ 1236 

Committee on Resolve of Congress of October 
26, recommend appointment of a Committee 
to engage and fit out, with all possible ex- 
pedition^ tern Vessels, with Produce, for the im- 
portation of Ammunition, &c, - 1236 

Committee to fit out the Vessels, - - . 1236 

Report of Joint Committee appointed to consi- 
der sundry Depositions relative to the conduct 
of the Inhabitants of the Island of Nantucket, 1237 

Order for the arrest of Samuel Gelston, of Naa- 
tucket, - 1237 



21, 



22, 
23, 



LXXXV 

1775. 
Dec.\9, Committee to draft a Proclamation, - - 1238 

20, Petition of Charles Chauncey, in behalf of .Neal 

Mclntyre, of Portsmouth, - 1238 

Petition of Ahiel Wood, of Pownalborough, - 1238 
Memorial of Jacob Boardman, of Newburyport, 1240 
Committee to wait on General Washington, and 
learn from him lo what limits he will extend 

his Guards, 1240 

Petition of Samuel Brewer, - 1240 
Memorial of Hannah Sewall, of Brookline, - 1240 
Abiel Wood ordered to be confined until he gives 
security in one thousand Pounds that he will 
not correspond with the enemies of his coun- 
try, 1241 

25, Committee to provide Wood for the Army, - 1242 

26, Regulation for the payment of Post-Riders, - 1242 
Statement offsets relating to the Companies at 

Braintrce, Weymouth, and Hingham, to be 

laid before General Washington, - - 1243 

27, Petition of Deborah Cushing, wife of Thomas 

Cushing, one of the Members of the Conti- 
nental Congress, ----- 1244 
Petition of the Town of Harvard, expressing 
their .dissatisfaction with the large stipends 
granted to Officers, and some others, (except 
Soldiers.) This has chilled the spirits of the 
commonalty, and has heen a bar against the 
Army's filling up, - . 1245 

28, Selectmen of the several Towns requested to 

encourage the" making of Saltpetre in private 
families, 1245 

Instruction to the Committee appointed to ex- 
amine the Muster-Rolls, - 1245 

Draft of a Proclamation reported, read, and 
recommitted, ------ 1246 

29, Committee to consider and report a plan for fit- 

ting out Armed Vessels for the defence of 
American liberty, 1246 

30, A Field-Officer, with the rank of Colonel, and 

Officers for the First and Second Companies, 
to be stationed at Gloucester, elected by joint 

1776. ballot, 1247 

Jan. 1, Officers for the Third and Fourth Companies at 

Gloucester elected, - - - - - 1247 

Petition of John Bragdon, - 1248 

Officers for the Companies at Marblehead, Eli- 
zabeth Island, and Martha's Vineyard, elected, 1248 

Colonel and other Officers of the Forces to be 
stationed at Falmouth, and for one Company 
at Kittery-Point, elected, - 1249 

Petition of Selectmen of Dorchester, - - 1250 

Petition of Daniel Pierce for payment for Medi- 
cines furnished the Continental Army, - - 1250 
3, Report of Committee of what further is neces- 
sary to be done before the Minute-Militia and 
Sea-Coast Rolls are paid off; 1251 

■ 4, Petition of William Brown, and others, - - 1251 

Message to the House of Representatives, setting 
forth the facts respecting the Guard at the 
Town of Hull, and the necessity of suitable 
Guards at Braintree, Weymouth, and Hing- 
ham, 1252 

Committee to examine into the conduct and 
character of Dr. Samuel Gelston, lately ap- 
prehended by an order of the General Court, 1252 

Committee on the subject-matter of the Militia 
Bill, and the manner in which the Officers 
shall be appointed, 1252 

Letter from General Gates, with Prisoners, - 1253 

5, Petition of Silas Ball, Surgeon of Colonel Wood- 
bridge's Regiment, ----- 1253 

6, Doorkeeper ordered to place Dr. Samuel Gelston 
under a proper Guard, - 1254 

'8, Petition of Joseph Pearse Palmer, - 1254 

9, Petition of the Selectmen of Topsfield, . - - 1254 

Petition of John Bunker, of Mount-Desert, - 1255 

Report of Joint Committee on the conduct of the 
Officers at Falmouth, ... - 1255 

Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of Maja- 
bigwaduce, complaining of the tyrannical con- 
duct of John Bateman, - 1257 

Letter to Hugh Orr, directing the confinement 
of James Seward within the limits of the 
Town of Bridgewater, - - _ - 1258 

Memorial of John Tufft, of Belfast, in Penobscot, 
setting forth that some of the Inhabitants of 
Long-Island, in Penobscot Bay, have supplied 
the Ministerial Forces with Cord-Wood, - 1258 



% 



10, 



11, 



CONTENTS. LXXXVI 

1776. 

Two Ships ordered to be built at the expense of 
the Colony: one to carry thirty-six Guns, the 
other thirty-two Guns, - 1259 

Committee on a Letter from General Washing- 
ton, on the critical state of the Army, - - 1259 

Committee on a Letter from William Williams, 
of Connecticut, communicating measures adopt- 
ed bv that Colony, and discoveries made of a 
Lead-Mine, 1259 

Letter to the Committee of Northampton, di- 
recting them to send Joshua Young to Marsh- 
field, 1259 

Letter to the Committee of Marshfield, directing 
them to take charge of Joshua Young, and be 
careful he does not pass the limits of the Town, 1259 
Jan.\% Committee on a Deposition of Ebenezer Goodell, 
relative to Joseph Bowditch, refusing a tender 
of Bills of Publick Credit, - - - -1260 
13, Report of Committee on General Washington's 

Letter of the 1 0th instant, - 1260 

Committee to wait on General Washington, - 1260 

Petition of John Tidd, of Lexington, wounded 
on the 19th of April, - 1260 

15, Committee on a Letter from General Washing- 
ton, respecting the want of Fire-Arms for the 
new Recruits now coming in, - - 1260 

Officers to be stationed ;at Plymouth, Truro, and 

Tarpaulin Cove, elected, - 1261 

Petition of James Lemont, - - - - 1262 
Letter from Robert Treat Paine, dated January 
1 , declining the appointment of one of the Jus- 
tices of the Superior Court, - 1262 

16, Report of Joint Committee on General Wash- 
ington's Letter respecting the want of Fire- 
Arms, - , - 1263 

Council authorized to lend General Washington, 
as Commander-in-Chief of the Continental 
Army, fifty thousand Pounds,' on his obliga- 
tion to return the same when demanded, - 1263 

Committee on a Letter frbm the President of 
Congress, ------ 12(53 

Officers to be stationed at Salem and Sheepscut- 
River, and ■ Mustermasters for Cumberland, 
Dukes, Plymouth, and Essex Counties, elect- 
ed, 1264 

17, Instructions to the Delegates in Congress, - 1265 
Report of Joint Committee on the Petition of the 

Town of Dorchester, - - - - -1266 

18, Amended Instructions 1:0 the Delegates in Con- 
gress, - ^ - - - " - - 1266 

Letter to the Delegates, informing them of their 
appointment, and enclosing the Instructions, 1266 

Petition of Elizabeth Sampson, and other Indian 
Inhabitants of Grafton, - . - - - 1267 

19, Proclamation by the General Court, to be read 
at the opening of Courts, at the Town-Meet- 
ings, and in all Churches, - 1268 

Letter from Isaac Smith to John Adams, - 1271 

20, Permission to Isaac Smith to export one hundred 
and fifty quintals of Fish, the proceeds to be 
laid out in the purchase of Powder, Saltpetre, 
or Sulphur, 1271 

21, Committees in the several Counties to aid in 
raising Men for a temporary reinforcement of 
the Army,- 1272 

Orders for raising a Regiment to serve in Ca- 
nada, - . 1272 

22, Petition of James Curtis, of Brunswick, - 1275 
Letter to the Committee of Safety of Newbury- 
port, directing thera to take charge of Wil- 
liam Miller, ------ 1275 

23, Petition of Joseph Deane for permission to send 
a Vessel to Surinam, - 1276 

Petition of Thomas Russell for permission to 
send a small Schooner to the Foreign West- 
Indies, ------- 1277 

24, The Delegates of the Colony in Congress to be 
paid one hundred and thirty Pounds each in 
Continental Bills, to enable them to defray 
their expenses, and support the dignity of their 
office, 1278 

25, Order of the General Court of 9th of Decem- 
ber last, so far as it relates to Martha's Vine- 
yard, annulled, - - - _ - 1279 

Memorial of the Selectmen of the Town of Sher- 
burne, in the Island of Nantucket, praying to 
be released from the order of the 9th of De- 
cember, - - - - - . « 1279 



LXXSVII 

1776. 
Jara.26, Edward Rawson, Stephen Maynard, and Dea- 
con Hall, elected Guardians to the Hassani- 
miseo Tribe of Indians, at Grafton, 

Arrangement of the Militia in Regiments, 

Letter to the Committee of the Town of New- 
buryport, requesting them to take into their 
custody and safe-keeping William Erwin 
and others, prisoners, taken in the Ship Jen- 
ny- 

Letter to the Committee of Gloucester, request- 
ing them to take charge of William Wood, 
Master, and Robert Ayles, Mate, of the Ship 
Jenny, 

Benjamin Lincoln directed to wait on General 
Washington and request him to cause one 
. Has well, an Officer of the British Navy, to 
be removed from Hull, ... 

29, Committee on a Letter from John Dickinson, of 

Hatfield, relative to the conduct of Elisha El- 
lis, Jun. ( ...... 

30, Committee to ascertain what number of sheets 

of Bills had been printed, 
Report of the Committee, read and recommitted, 1283 

31, Committees of Inspection in all the Towns of 

the Colony to make strict inquiry, and if 
they find any persons endeavoring to prevent 
the credit of the Continental Bills, or of any 
other Bills, or to alter or counterfeit the same, 
to arrest and secure such person, that he may 
be proceeded with according to the just de- 



CONTENTS. 



Lxxxvm 



1280 

1280 



1281 



1282 



1282 



1282 



1282 



merits of such high crimes and misdemean- 
ours, ___..-. 

Petitions of the Committees, and others, Inhabi- 
tants of the Towns of Machias, Goldsbo- 
- . rough, Number-Four, Narragaugus, Plea- 

sant-River, and Chandler's River, in the 
County of Lincoln, - 

Letter from Hugh Orr, requesting that James 
Seward may be permitted to be employed in 
Watertown, ------ 

Feb, 1, Committee to bring in a Bill establishing a Test, 
by which all persons inimical to the rights 
and liberties of America shall be distinguish- 
ed from their friends, - 

Committee to consider an anonymous Letter 
from Dartmouth, - 

Petition from the Selectmen of Rehoboth, 
2, Petition of John Bakeman, and others, against 
the appointment of some Fie Id-Officers of the 
two Regiments East of Penobscot River, 

Committee to prepare a general arrangement of 
Militia throughout the Colony, - 

Field-Officers for the First and Second Regi- 
ments in Worcester, - 

Field and Staff-Officers of the several Regi- 
ments to be raised, to join the Army before 
Boston, till the 1st of April next, to be noti- 
fied of their appointments, - 

Report of Joint Committee on the Memorial of 
the Selectmen of Sherburne, in Nantucket, re- 
commending a representation of the state of 
that Island be made to the American Con- 



1284 



1285 



1285 
1286 



1286 



Letter to the Committee for the Town of Hat- 
field, 1287 

3 t Dr. Samuel Gelston and John Brown, who aided 
Gelston in making his escape, to be confined 
in Jail, - - 1287 

India Tea, found in custody of John Brown, to 
be publickly consumed by fire, this day, at 
one o'clock, P. M., - 1288 

5, Report of Joint Committee on the complaints of, 
and charges against, certain Inhabitants of 
Majabigwaduce, ----- 1288 

Report of Joint Committee on the Petition of 
Philip Hodgkins, 1289 

Field-Ofiicers for Regiments in the Counties of 
Plymouth, Suffolk, Worcester, York, Bristol, 
Middlesex, Cumberland, and Berkshire, elect- 



6, 



Petition of Anna Coshommon, an Indian wo- 
man, of Chilmark, in Dukes County, - : 

Petition of Thomas Simonds and Mary Tho- 
mas, native Indians, of Middleborough, in 
the County of Plymouth, - - - •'. 

Act for encouraging the^ fixing out of Armed 



1290 



■8, Petition of Jeremiah O'Brien, 



1293 
1294 



Committee of Newburyport to prepare and fit 
out the Sloop Machias-Liberty. and Schooner 
Diligent, ------ 1294 

Further elections of Field-Officers, - - 1294 

John Hancock, Azor Orne, and Benjamin Lin- 
coln, elected Major-Generals, ta 1295 

Letter from James Otis, requesting (he release, 
under bonds, of John Gray, - - - 1296 

Feb. 9, Regulation for the settlement of Accounts for 
Provisions smpplied the Men who marched 
on the alarm of the 19th of April last, - 1296. 

10, Order of the Court of the 21st of January, for 
raising a Regiment to serve in Canada, in part 
reconsidered, ------ 1298 

12, Committee to prepare a Proclamation for a Ge- 

neral Fast tli roughout the Colony, - - 1299 
Officers and Soldiers, who sustained any loss of 
Clothing, Fire-Arms, &c, by their being en- 
gaged in battle with the Ministerial Troops 
on the 19th of. April and 17th of June last, 
are required to exhibit a particular account of 
their losses, or they will be deprived of the 
benefit of compensation, - - - - 1300 
Petition of a number of Inhabitants of the East- 
ern part of Lincoln County, requesting assist- 
ance for the St. John's and Passamaquoddy 
Indians, 1300 

13, Joseph Henderson appointed to lay the dis- 

bursements of this Colony, in defence of 
American liberty, before the American Con- 
gress for approbation, - 1302 

Report of Joint Committee on the Petition of 
Philip Hodgkins, making a complaint, against 
Colonel James Cargill, - 1302 

Report of Joint Committee on the Letter received 
this morning from General Washington, rela- 
tive to supplying the Army with Fire^Arms, 1303 

Committees appointed to purchase Fire- Arms in 
the several Counties, on Money being ad- 
vanced by General Washington to enable 
them to execute their commission, - - 1303 

14, Bounty of fifty Pounds to the^first person who 

shall, at his awn cost, erect a Powder-Mill, 
and of thirty Pounds to whoever erects an- 
other, - ' - - - - •> - 1304 
Further elections of Field-Officers, - - 1304 

15, Committee appointed in each County to obtain 

subscriptions; of all. persons who are willing to 
exchange Hard Money for Continental Bjlls, 
each stating what amount he is ready to ex- • 
change, to be reported on the second day of 
the next sitting of the Assembly, - - 1306 

Petition of Hamnah Goldthwait, - - - 1306 
Memorial of James Cargill, of Newcastle, Lin- 
coln County, ------ 1307 

16, Letter from the Committee of Safety of South- 

Carolina, dated December 3i, - - - 1307 
Letters to the Committees of Northampton and 
of Machias, respecting the Plans and Surveys 
taken by Lieutenant Knight, ... - - 1308 

17, Petition of Benjamin Crocker, of Falmouth, for 

permission to send a Vessel in ballast to the 
Islands of Tobago and Grenada, - - 1309 

Message from the House, requesting the Coun- 
cil to suspend the granting of Commissions to 
General Officers and Brigadiers, * - - 1309 

Report of Joint Committee appointed to make 
inquiry after "Virgin Lead, &c. ( - 1310 

Committee to Bt out, with all possible despatch, 
Vessels to import ten thousand barrels of 
Flour, two thousand casks of Rice, and one 
thousand tons of Pig-iron, from any of the 
Southern Colonies, - - - - - 1311 

19, Committee to consider what is proper to be done •' 

respecting Ihe regulating of proceedings in 
civil causes, - - - - - 1311 

Committee on"a Letter from James Otis, respect- 
ing a French Vessel cast on shore on the 
Cape, - .... - - . 13U 

20, Committee to prepare a Proclamation for a Ge- 

neral Fast, to be observed on the 7th of March 
next, 1312 

House desires to be prorogued to the 13th of 
March next, - - - - - 1312 

Message to the House, that the Council has con- 
sented to the following Bills; - - - 1312 

For assessing a Tax of seventy-five, thousand 
Pounds, to defray the charges of this Colony, 1312 



XLXXIX 

1776. 



CONTENTS. 

1775. 



For regulating the Militia, - 

For altering the places of holding the Courts of 
Law in the County of Suffolk, - 

To enable the Inhabitants of Falmouth to sup- 
port prosecutions against Persons who have in 
possession Goods taken from the Inhabitants 
during the late fire, - 

To revive Laws that are expired, or near ex- 
piring, __..--- 

To encourage the fixing out of Armed Vessels 
for the defence of America, - 

For carrying into execution a Resolve of the 
American Congress for ascertaining the num- 
ber of Inhabitants in this Colony, 

General Court adjourned to Wednesday, the 13th 
day of March next, - 



1312 



1312 



MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
1775. — 

Aoc.29,Committee to consider a Letter from General 
"Washington, of this day, to the General As- 
sembly, - - - - 1313 

Dr. Cooper elected Chaplain, in place of Rev. 
Mr. Gordon, resigned, ... - 1313 
30, Report of Committee on General "Washington's 

Letter, read, amended, and adopted, - - 1313 
Petition from Selectmen of Newbury, praying 
an allowance for their trouble and expense in 
collecting Blankets, &c, for the Army; read 
and referred, - - - - - - 1313 

■ Petition of the Town of Mendon, for pay for 
Provisions for four Companies who marched 
from that Town on the 19th of April, - 1314 

Petition of Nathan Wheeler read and committed, 1314 
Petition of the Town of Gloucester for Cannon, 
Ammunitionj &c, for the defence of the Har- 
bour, -•-- - - - -1314 

Dec. 1, Petition of Thomas Livermore, in behalf of a 

number of Prisoners in the Jail at Ipswich, - 1314 
, Committee tp inquire into the conduct of the 

People at Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard, 1315 
Petition from John Tidell, Joseph Cornell, and 
Dennison Wallis, wounded on the 19th of 
April; and from Alexander Parren, wounded 
in the battle on Bunker-Hill, - 1315 
Memorial from General Frye, setting forth the 
importance of Falmouth, and the necessity of 
further provision for its safety, - 1315 
Committee to wait upon General Washington, 
and acquaint him with the importance of Cape- 
Cod Harbour, - 1315 

Petition of Francis Brown and of Nathaniel 
Farmer, wounded on the 19th of April, - 1316 

2, Report of Committee appointed at the last sitting 
of the Court, to procure Wood and Hay for 
the Army, - - - - - -1316 

Report of Committee on Petition from the Town 
of Gloucester, - - - - - -1317 

Two Companies to be stationed at Gloucester till 

the 1st of April, 1317 

Mr. Nye sent to Barnstable to raise one hundred 
and twenty-eight Men for the Army at Cam- 
bridge, ' - " - 1317 

Quantity of Wood to be supplied daily by a 

number of Towns to the Army, - - - 1318 
Letter from lames Sullivan, giving an account 
of the Works of Defence in the Town of Fal-' 
mouth, and asking further provision for the 
safety of the Town, -• - - - - 1318 
Proceedings of a Convention of the County of 

Cumberland, 1320 

Troops stationed on the Sea-Coasts in the Towns 
of Newbury, Dartmouth, Rochester, and Ware- 
ham, to be dismissed on the 5th of December, 1319 
4, Information that a number of Persons, who had 
been inoculated, were to be sent out of Boston 
by General Howe, with a design to spread the 
Small-Pox among the Troops, - 1321 

Committee to procure intelligence in the matter, 1322 
Rev. Mr. Thatcher appointed Chaplain to the 
House, - - - - - - - 1322 

Commanding Officer of Lincoln County excused 
from inlisting any Men for the American 

Army, - - 1322 

Petition of the Committee for the Town of Wor- 
cester, respecting George Henry Fisher, a 
disaffected person, and John Holden, a prisoner, 1 322 



Committee of Ipswich to furnish Prisoners with 
Clothing, 1322 

Town of Natick excused from supplying nine 
Men for the American Army, - - -1322 

Petition of Committee of Inspection far Pownal- 
borough, that the Committee of Correspond- 
ence of the Town may be called to account 
for their conduct, and that Abiel Wood might 
be removed from the Town, - 1323 

Dr, Calef, of Ipswich, required to give informa- 
tion relative to a hew Ship built by his direc- 
tions at New-Mills, 1324 

Committee to bring in a Bill for the further emis- 
sion of Bills of Puhlick Credit, - - - 1324 
Dec. 6, Committee to consider Petitions of Men wound- 
ed on and after the 19th of April last, - .-1324 

Committee to take into consideration the state of 
the Poor of Boston, 1324 

Inhabitants of the United Colorrie3 requested not 
to supply any person of this Colony with Pro- 
visions to be transported by water, who can- 
not produce a certificate from the Secretary of 
the Colony, - - - - - - 1324 

Report of Committee from Point Shirley, of the 
precautions taken to prevent the spreading of 
the Small-Pox, - - -,.".■ l325 

Town of Bedford excused from furnishing thir- 
teen Men for the American Army, - - 1326 
7 t Accounts of Nathaniel Goldthwait, and others, 

for Guns lost on the 19th of April, - - 1327 

Committee to consider the expediency of provi- 
ding Military Stores for the Colony, - - 1327 

Post-Riders for the Colony dismissed, - - 1327 

8, Committee to consider the state of the; Poor of 

Boston and Charlestown, ... - 1328 
Act for making and emitting Bills of Publick 
Credit passed, ------ 1328 

Mr. Speaker directed to wait on. General Wash- 
ington about the Ordnance Stores received 
from the Colony, - - - - - 1328 

Committee to ascertain what Cannon belonging to 
the several Towns of the Colony are now in 
the Continental Army, under the care of Ge- 
neral Washington, - - - - - 1328 

9, Estimate of Military Stores necessary to be- pro- 

cured for the Colony, - 1330 

Commissary directed to procure the Stores men- 
tioned in the estimate, - 1331 
Committee on a Letter from Samuel Freeman, 
dated November 25, concerning Goods that 
•' were stolen at the burning of Falmouth, - 1331 

11, Order of the 7th,. dismissing certain. Post-Riders, 

reconsidered, . - . . - - - - 1332 
Committees or Selectmen of the Towns to re- 
turn the number of Seamen, and of Vessels, 
&<;., _-,---- 1332 

12, Petition of Committee of Dartmouth, setting 

forth the importance of that Harbour, and its 

defenceless state, - 4333 

Powder-Mills to be erected at Sutton and 

Stoughton, .... 

Committee for procuring Sulphur required to 

give publick notice, requesting all who have 

any to make sale of it to them, - 

13, Mr. Devans informs the House that the supply 

of Hay and Wood to the Army is very inade- 
quate, - . - 

Petition of Catharine Goldthwait, - 
14 Committee to apportion two hundred tons of Hay, 
to be provided for the Army, arnpng a nunv 
her of Towns, ------ 

Letter from General Washington, enclosing Let- 
ters from Colonel Otis and Colonel Freeman, 
relative to Shubael Lovell, a Tory, taken pri- 
soner by Colonel Otis, - , - 
15, Petition of Thomas Russell for permission to 
send a Schooner to the- Foreign Westr Indies 
in ballast, - - - - . - 

Petition orLemuel Williams for permission to 
export a certain Cargo for the purpose of pro- 
curing Arms, Ammunition, &c., 

Elias Haskitt Derby, a Member of the House, 
charged with importing Coffee and other 
things from the English West-India Islands, 

Committee to repair to Salem to inquire into the 
facts of the charge agajnst Mr. Derby, 

Doorkeeper ordered to apprehend Abiel Wood, 
and keep him in safe custody, 



1334 



- 1334 



1335 
1335 



1336 



XCI 

1775. 



CONTENTS. 



xcri 



The Council requested to bring Abiel Wood be- 
fore tbem, and deal with him in such a man- 
ner as may be for the security of this Colony 
and all America, - 1340 

All the Post-Offices and Post-Riders employed 
by the late Provincial Congresa dismissed 
from any farther service, - 1340 

Memorial of Committee of Newburyport, rela- 
tive to the conduct of Benjamin Balch in ex- 
porting Fish contrary to a Resolve of Con- 
gress, - - - * - - - - 1340 

Petition of William Crawford, setting forth the 
circumstances of the People at Penobscot 

River, 1340 

Z?ec.l6,Committee to consider a Letter from the Com- 

, mittee of Fairfax County, Virginia, - - 1341 

Committee to consider and report some further 
and more effectual measures for supplying the 
Army with Wood, - - - - - 1341 

Memorial of Jacob Boardman, of Newburyport, 
relative to a voyage to Europe for Gunpowder 
and other Military Stores, - 1342 

Further Regulations for supplying the Army 
with Wood, 1342 

Petition of Joshua Fabyan, for payment for Sup- 
plies to the Militia assembled in consequence 
of the burning of Falmouth, by Captajn 
Mowat, on the 18th of October last, - - 1342 

Quantity of Hay to be furnished by certain 
Towns for the American Army, - - 1343 

18, Petitions of William Tollman, of Dartmouth, 

and of Joseph Dean, for permission to send 
Vessels to the West- Indies, - 1343 

Similar Petitions from the Convention for Cum- 
berland County, and from the Committees of 
the Towns of Biddeford, Pepperelborough, 
and Arundel, - - - - ... 1345 

Committee to draft a Proclamation to be read at 
the opening of the several County Sessions, 
for the purpose of inculcating a general obe- 
dience of the People to the several Magistrates 
appointed under the present Government of the 
Colony, - - - - - - - 1345 

19, Full compensation to be made to the Officers and 

Soldiers who sustained loss of Arms, Accou- 
trements, or Clothing, on the 19th of April 
and 17th of June .last, - - - - 1345 

Committee to hear Mr. Derby in his own de- 
fence, - - - - . - - - 1346 

Report of Committee appointed to inquire into 
the number, &c, of O^inance belonging to this 
Colony, now under the care of General Wash- 
ington, ------- 1346 

20, Committee on Garrisons for the Sea-Coast dis- 

charged of that part of their duty which di- 
rects them to confer-with General Washington, 1 347 

Memorial of Hannah Sewall, of Bvookline, - 1347 

Jacob Boardman's Vessel permitted to proceed 
* to any part of Europe, (the Dominions of 

Great Britain excepted,) - 1348 

Committee to publish a Report on making Salt- 
petre, - - - - - 1348 

Petition of Abiel Wood for the appointment of a 
Committee to hear his defence, - - - 1349 

21, Petition of the Delegates of the several Towns 

in the County of Gumberlandj met in Con- 
vention, ------- 1349 

22, Committee appointed to procure Hay for the 

Army directed to proceed immediately to exe- 
cute their commission, - - - - 1351 
Number and Stations of Men to be raised for the 
defence of the Sea-Coast, - - - - 1351 

23, Petition of Joshua Haynes, Jun., setting forth that 

he was wounded at the battle of Lexing- 
ton, - - - - -. - - 1352 

Resolution for erecting Powder-Mills at Sutton 
and Stoughton reconsidered, - - ' - 1352 

Further measures adopted for supplying the 

Army with Wood, 1353 

25, Petition of James Perry for payment for a Horse 
killed on his return homo from the battle of 
Lexington, - - - - - - 1354 

Resolve for stationing Men to defend die Sea- 
Coast, again read and recommitted, - - 1354 

Petition of the Town of Harvard, praying the 
Court to use its influence with the Continental 
Congress, to reduce the stipends granted to 
Officers, and others, ia the American service, 1354 



Committee on a Letter from General Washing- 
ton, requesting the Court to take some mea- 
sures for supplying the Army with Blankets, 1354 

Resolutions condemning the conduct of Abiel 
Wood, - 

Committee to sign the Bills of Credit of the last 
emission, ___.-. 

Dec.26 } Committee to consider a meet grant to the Presi 
dent of Harvard College, - - . - 

Committees to repair immediately to the several 
Towns, to represent the great danger the 
country is exposed to from a dispersion of the 
Army, which must take place if it is not sup- 
plied with Wood, ----- 

Report of the Joint Committee appointed to wait 
on~ and represent to General Washington the 
circumstances of the four Companies stationed 
at Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham, 

Petition of Duncan Campbell, for permission to 
send a Vessel to Tobago, in ballast, 

27, William. Powell, of Salem, permitted to send a 

Schooner of sixty tons to Europe, or the West- 
Indies, for Gunpowder, - 
Committee on Saltpetre report that, in a month 
or two, one ton, at least, of Saltpetre, will be 
collected, - 

28, Committee to consider of some method by which 

the Colony may be supplied with Wood, 
Instructions to the Committee on Muster-Rolis, 
Establishment for the Forces to guard the Sea- 
Coast, - - - - ' - 

29, Form of Beating Orders and Inlistments for 

raising Men to<-defend the Sea-Coast, 

Committee to proportion four thousand Blankets 
to be procured for the Army, 

Committee on the Resolve of this House relatmg 
to the Estates of the Refugees, - 

Committee on the complaint against Haskilt 
Derby, relative to his having violated a Re- 
solve of the Continental Congress, authorized 
to call certain Witnesses before ( them, or have 
their Depositions taken, .... 

Committee to consider and report a plan for fit- 
i ting out one or more Armed Vessels for the 
defence of American liberty, - 

30, Officers and Men of the four Companies station- 

ed at Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham'. 
who are not inlisted in the Continental Army, 
directed to remain at their Posts, 

Letter received from General Washington, in- 
forming the House that he does not think him- 
self at liberty to extend the Continental 
Guards beyond Squantum and Chelsea, . 

Election of Officers for the first and second 
1776. Companies sit Gloucester, - 
Jan. 1, Petition of John Williams, representing that he 
received a wdund at the battle on Bunker-Hill, 

Further election of Officers, 

Committee on the Petition of Ebenezer Bradish, 

Memorial of John Lane, of Buxton, setting forth 
that he has been in commission upwards of 
twenty years, and prays rank according to his 

■ services, ..__-. 

Further election of Officers, - 

2, Petition of Ivory Hovey, in behalf of the East- 

ern Districts lying between Penobscot and 
Machias, praying an Admiralty Court may 
be established at Union River, - 

Committee to inquire into the conduct of the Of- 
ficers of the Companies stationed at Falmouth, 
at the time of the late fire there, 

Petition of Joseph Pearse Palmer, praying pay 
for bis services as Gluartermaster-General, 

Committee to confer with Mr. Phillips, on his 
proposal to erect a Powder-Mill at Aridover, 1370 

Committee to wait on General Washington, re- 
lative to a Donation for the Poor of Boston, 
from Fairfax County, Virginia^ - 

Committee to consider some proper Orders and 
Regulations for the Militia, when they shall 
be called out on alarms, - - 

3, Committee to look into the Establishment of the 

Field-Officers of the Forces raised by the 
Colony in April and May last, - 

4, Message from the Council, - 
Secretary directed to attend the House, that he 

may be inquired of concerning the Proceedings 
of the Council with, respect to Dri GelstoE, 



1355 



1355 



1355 



1356 



- 1357 



1358 



1358 



1359 



1360 

1361 



1362 
- 1364 



1365 
- 1365 



1365 



1365 



1366 



1366 " 

1367 

1367 
1367 

1368 



13 



- 1370 



1370 



1370 



1370 



1370 



1371 
1372 



1372 



The Secretary, attended, and informed, the 
House that the Council had passed a Resolve 
to liberate Dr. Gelston, - 1372 

Message to the Council, requesting they will 
not discharge Dr. Gelston till some further 
proceedings had passed both Houses respect- 
ing him, - 1372 

Committee of both Houses appointed to examine 
into the character and conduct of Dr. Samuel 
Gelston, - - - ^ - - 1373 

Further pro-visions for the defence of the Sea- 
Coast adopted, 1373 

JMemorial and Petition of Hannah Sewall, of 
i Brookline, - ' - - - - - 1373 

Jan. 5,. Petition of John Bunker, of Mount- Desert, re- 
lating- to a Vessel^ he took and carried into 
Goldsborough, in November last, - - 1374 

Committee to confer with a. Committee of the 
Council on the Milhia Bill, - - -1374 

Petition of the Town of Falmouth, setting forth 
their distressed circumstances in consequence 
of,the burning of the Town by Captain Mowat, 
and requesting to be released from the Colony 
Tax for the present year, - , - - 1374 

Resolve for procuring Blankets for the Army, - 1374 

Apportionment of Blankets among the several 
Counties and Towns, - 1375 

Committees to repair to the several Counties for 
procuring the Blankets, - 1376 

Committee to provide for the erection of a Pow- 
der-Mill at Sutton and at Stoughton, - - 1377 

Appointment of a Committee to confer with a 
Committee of the Council oh the Militia Bill, 
reconsidered, and a new Committee appointed, 1377 

Petition of the Committee of Deer-Jsland, re- 
presenting the distressed condition of the In- 
habitants, for want of Men and Ammunition 
* to protect them from the enemy, - - 1377 

6, . Petitions of Charles Miles and Joshua Felt, both 

wounded on the 19th of April last, - - 1378 

Doorkeeper directed immediately to arrest Dr. 
Samuel Gelston, and put him under a proper 
•guard, - -- - 1378 

Committee to -wait on General Washington, to 
know of him whether he thinks there will be 
a necessity of retaining any, or all, of die Mi- 
litia, afterthe 15th instant, - 1378 

8, Order of the 6th for a Committee to wait. on Ge- 

neral Washington, reconsidered, and another 

adopted., 1379 

Resolve for erectinga Powder-Mill at Andover, 1379 
Report of the Committee, that, in the opinion of 
General Washington, it will be necessary for 
the whole of the Militia of this Colony, now 
in Camp, to remain there Until the last of this 
month, - - - - . - - 1380 

Report of the Committee on Muster-Roils, - 1380 
Resolve for disposing of the Estates of Refugees, 1381 

9, Petition of Captain Caleb Hyde, setting forth, 

that, on the 10th of May last, he marched part 
of a Company of Militia, at the alarm at Ti- 
conderoga, one hundred and forty miles, at his 
own expense, ------ 1381 

PayTRoll of Captain Brown ! sCorHpany,marched 
from Stockbridge on the 10th of May last, for 
the reduction of Ticonderoga, at the request 
. of Colonel Benedict Arnold,- presented, - 1382 

Report of Committee on the conduct of the Of- 
ficers at Falmouth, that they were not guilty 
of breaking orders at the time, - 1382 

Amendment to the Resolve passed yesterday, for 
■erecting a Powder-Mill at Andover, - - 1383 

Letter from Joshua Elderkin, of Windham, 
Connecticut, acquainting the Court he can 
produce fifty pounds of Saltpetre per week, 
and declaring his willingness to communicate 
his discoveries, - 1383 

Militia engaged to serve from the 1st of Decem- 
ber to the 15th of this month, to be paid one 
Penny per mile travel, - 1383 

Militia strongly recommended to reinlist to serve. 
from the 15th to the last of this month, . - 1384 
10, Committee to settle the Accounts remaining un- 
settled on the books of the late Committee of 
Supplies* , - 1386 

Committee to inform General Washington that 
it would encourage the Militia of the Colony, 
now in the Americaa Army as a temporary 



1776. 



CONTENTS. XCIV 

reinforcement, to reinlist, if they could be as- 
sured by bis Excellency that they would be 
paid when discharged, - ■ - - 1385 

Report of Committee appointed to prepare direc- 
tions to the Committee on Muster-Rolls, with 
respect to Minors and Servants, read,- and not 
accepted, - - _ - - - 1387 

11, Amendments to the Resolve of the 8th instant, 
relative to the Estates of Refugees, ■ - 1387 

Amendments of the Council to the Militia Bill 

rejected, - - - - - * - - 1388 

12, Committee to inquire into the state of the Trea- 
sury, _•_.._-- 1388 

Petition of the Selectmen of Watertown, pray- 
ing to be reimbursed the expense of mounting 
eight pieces of Cannon that were brought out 
of Boston in October last, - 1388 

Letter from Timothy Parsons, dated Pownalbo- 
rough, January 2, praying something may be 
Hone by the Court for the peace of the-Town, 1388 

Report of the Committee on a plan for fitting 
out Xrmed Vessels, read, and recommitted, - 1388 

13, Committee on a Deposition of Ebenezer and 
James Goodel, relative to the refusal of Joseph, 
Bowditch, of Salem, to take Bills of PubUck 
Credit in discharge of a bond, - 1389 

Committee to revise the. Militia Bill, - - 1390 

15, Petition of the Selectmen of Rehoboth, relative 
1 to the defence of the Town, ■ - - 1390 

Committee to consider what further is necessary 
to be done for supplying the Army with 
Hay, - 1390 

Letter received from General Washington rela- 
tive to a want of Fire-Arms for the Army, - 1390 

Committee to consider and report at large the 
best method of supplying the Camp with 
Wood, -------- 1391 

Committee \o consider what further is necessary 
to be done for the defence of the Sea-Coast, - 1391 

Letter from the President of Congress, dated 
January 2, _ - 1391 

Isaac Lathrop chosen to go to Philadelphia, 
with the Accounts of the Colony, for disburse- 
ments in the defence of American liberty, - 1392 

Amendments of the Council to the Militia Bill 
agreed to, - - ~ - - - 1392 

16, Petition of William Henshaw, praying allow- 
ance for his services as Adjutant-General, - 1393 

Further measures for procuring Hay fox the 

Army adopted, - - - - - 1393 

General Washington furnished with a copy of 
the Resolve ibr lending him the sum of fifty- 
thousand Pounds, 1393 

Report of the Committee relative to the want of 
Fire-Arms for the Army, read and adopted, 
and ordered to be communicated to General 
Washington, ------ 1394 

Officers for the Sea-Coast Forces elected, - 1394 

17, Further amendment of the Council to the Mili- 
tia Bill, - «- - - - - - 1396 

Seven Regiments to be immediately raised from 
. the Militia of this Colony to join the Conti- 
nental Army, to continue in service till the 
1st of April, ------ 1396 

Letter from the Committee of St. Georges, rela- 
tive to the conduct of Captain Francis Has- 
kill in carrying a Sloop load of Wood to 
Boston, 1396 

Amendments of the Council to the Militia ; Bill 
considered, and the Bill recommitted ; again 
reported with another amendment, which was 
read and adopted, 1396 

18, Resolve of the Council relating to Br. Gelston 
rejected, and the Council requested to cause 
him to be forthwith confined in some Jail of 
the Colony, - - - - - - 1397 

, Colonel Thompson directed to make inquiry 
about an open Letter from England to some 
Gentlemen in Philadelphia,, now in the pos- 
session of Colonel Arnold, ... 1398 

Apportionment of six Regiments, to reinforce 
the Army, among the several Counties, - 1399 

Petition of the Town of Templeton, expressing 
their uneasiness on account of the high wages 
of the Officers of the Army, - - . ■ - 1399 

19, Resolutions for raising the six Regiments, and 
the proportions from each Town, - - 1400 

Form of InlisUgaent, ----- 1403 



xcv 



CONTENTS. 



Powder-Mill orderedto be built at Stoughton 
without delay, 1403 

A Regiment to reinforce the Army in Canada, 
ordered to be raised forthwith in the Counties 
of Hampshire and Berkshire, - 

Field-Officers for the Regiment chosen, 
Jan. 20, Committee to confer with General Washington, 
at large, on the subject of raising a Regiment 
for reinforcing the Army in Canada, - 

Committee to see that the Men proportioned on 
certain Counties be immediately raised, 

Information received that a Vessel belonging to 
Solomon Nye, of Falmoufti, has sailed to the 
West-Indies, contrary to the Resolution of 
the Continental Congress, - 

Committee to divide the Men to be raised for a 
temporary reinforcement of. the American 
Army into Regiments, - 
21j One month's Pay to be advanced to the Regi- 
ment to be raised for Canada, over and attove 
what will be paid by General Washington, - 1405 

Resolve for raising the Regiment to 'go into 
Canada, 1405 

Instructions to the Committees appointed to su- 
perintend the raising of the six Regiments, - 

Committee to see that the Men to be raised in 
Hampshire and Berkshire Counties be equip- 
ped with all possible expedition, 

Form of Iniistment for the Regiment to be raised 
for Canada, ------ 

Resolve for removing the concern *nd uneasi 
ness of some People in the Colony, on ac- 
count of the high wages to be paid to the Of- 
ficers of the American, Army, 

Resolve to iacilitate the inlisting and marching 
of the Regiment for Canada with the utmost 



1403 
1404 



1404 



1405 



1405 



1405 



1407 



1407 



1408 



1408 



1420 



1421 



1421 

1422 



22, 



1408 
1408 



23, 



24. 



1409 



1409 



1409 



1410 



Bill fo ? regulating the Militia passed, 

Treasurer authorized to lend the Commissary- 
General of the American Army two thousand 
Pounds, to enable him to make provision for 
the Troops marching to Canada, 

Committee to use their utmost endeavours to 
have Men apportioned to each Town in Berk- 
shire and Hampshire Counties, for the Regi- 
ment for Canada, raised with the utmost des- 
patch, _ - - - - 

Committee to revise the several Resolves of the 
Court relative to Saltpetre, 

Apportionment among the several Counties of 
the six Regiments to be raised from the Militia 
to serve in the American Army until the 1st 
of April next, 

Field and Staff-Officers for the six Regiments 
chosen, - 1413 

Resolve of the Council relating to Dr. Samuel 
Gelston disagreed to, and the House adhere to 
their own vote, ----- 1414 

Committee to consider meet allowance for the gen- 
tlemen who served as Geneml Officers previous 
to the Continental establishment of the Army, 1415 

Accounts for Supplies to Soldiers after the battle 
of Lexington, - - - - - - 1417 

Resolve of the House relative to Dr. Gelston 
disagreed to by the Council, and recommitted, 1417 

Receiver- General authorized to pay the fifty 
thousand Pounds to General Washington, 
either in Continental Bills or other Money, - 1417 

Two hundred Founds, and the rents of Massachu- 
setts-Hall, allowed Dr. Langdon, President of 
Harvard College, for his services for one year, 1417 
25, Petition of Timothy Munro, wounded on the 

19th of April, - - - - - - 1418 

Memorial of the Selectmen of the Town of 
Sherburne, praying the repeal* of a Res6lve 
forbidding the importation of Fuel and Pro- 
visions into that Town,- - - - - - 1418 

Resolve for establishing Fees for the Court of 
Admiralty, 1418 

Inhabitants of the Island of Martha's Vineyard 
permitted to receive Provisions, - 

Allowance to the General Officers of the Mas- 
sachusetts Army, ----- 

. Compensation to ne made for the loss of Arms, 
Accoutrements, and Clothing, sustained by 
certain Persons who engaged the Ministerial 
Forces on the 19th of April and 17th of June 
last past, ------- 



1419 
1419 



419 



Petition of Nathan Putnam, wounded at the bat- 
tle of Lexington, 
Petition of Dennison Wallis,.made prisoner on 
the 19th of April last, - - - _ - 

Jam.26,Committee to take measures for the apprehension 
of Dr. Samuel Gelston, who has fled from the 
* custody of the Messenger of this House, 

Petition of Solomon Pierce, wounded at the bat- 
tle of Lexington, - - - _ • 

Petition of the Committees of Macbias, &c. : 
Their Lumber traders stopped, and they have 
no means of supporting their families, - > - 

Guardians for tHe Grafton Indians chosen, 

Committee to consider at large the matter of 
building Powder-Mills, - - - - 1422 
27, Report of Committee of both Houses on the Re- 
solve of Congress relative to Persons whose 
going at large may endanger the safety of the 
Colony, or the liberties of America, consider- 
ed and recommitted, - - - - 1423 
39, Report of Joint Committee on sundry Resolves 

of the American Congress, - 1423 

Petition of Benjamin Foster, in" behalf of the 
Committee of Machias, praying the considera- 
tion of the Court with respect to the Estate of 
Ichabod Jones, - - -- - , , - - 1424 

Committee on an intercepted Letter from Elisha 
Allis, Jun., of Hatfield, to Major Gray, of 
Stockbridge, - - - ■ - - - 1425 

Petition and Muster-Roll of Jeremiah O'Brien, 
representing that, on the 21st of August last, 
he was appointed Commander of two Armed 
Vessels, and asking a proper allowance, - 1425 

Petition of the Indian Inhabitants of the Town 
of Stockbridge, praying they may not be sued 
for debts for two years, and that Tavern-keepers 
may be restrained from selling them .Spirituous 
Liquors, ------. -'1425 

30, John Hancock chosen First, James Warren Se- 

cond, and A;:or Orne Third Major-General, 1425 
Brigadier- Generals for the several Counties 
elected, - - - - - - - 1426 

Committee to wait upon General Washington on 
the subject of a Regiment raising in the Coun- 
ty of Berkshire by Colonel Fellows, - - 1426 
Further elections of Officers, - - - - 1426 

Two hundred Pounds to be paid to the Com- 
mittee for receiving the Inhabitants of Boston 
at Chelsea, to prevent' the spreading of the 
Small- Pox, - - - - - - 1426 

31, Petition of Benjamin Crocker, of Falmouth, for 

permission to send a Vessel to Tobago, - 1426 

Report of Committee on Petition of the Com- 
mittee and other Inhabitants of Machias, 
Goldsborough, and other Towns in Lincoln 
County, - - 1427 

Committee on anonymous Letter, dated Dart- 
mouth, January 12, hinting that English Goods 
are clandestinely imported from England, by 
way of the West-Indies and Nantucket, into . 
the Town of Dartmouth, - 1427 

Resolve fflr punishing Persons who shall en- 
deavour to prevent the credit of the- Conti- 
nental or other Bills of Credit, - - - 1427 
Feb, 1, Committee to repair to Rehoboth to examine the 

Fortifications there, 1428 

Committee to bring in a Bill establishing a Test, 1428 
. Committee to see if there is sufficient provision 
made to make Continental and other Bills of 
Credit a tender in all payments, - - - 1428 

Benjamin Crocker permitted to make a voyage 
to the West-Indies, 1428 

Council reject John Cumming for Brigadier- 
General, and propose James Prescott, - - 1429 

Amendment of. the Council to the Resolve ap- 
pointing a Committee to bring in a Bill esta- 
blishing a Test, rejected by the House, - 1429 

Joseph Henderson appointed to repair to Phila- 
delphia with the Accounts of the Colony, <■ 1429 

Committee to employ some Person to take charge 
of Dr. Gelston, and one Brown, who assisted 
him in making his escape, - 1429 

2, Committee to repair to Falmouth, in the County 
of Cumberland, in the recess of the Court, to 
inquire into the circumstances of that Town, 1430 

Committee to make a representation of the con- 
duct of the Inhabitants of the Island of Nan- 
tucket to the American Congress, - - 1431 



XCVII 



CONTENTS. 



Feb. 3, Petition of William Eaton, of Deer-Island, re- 
presenting the distressed condition of the In- 
habitants of that District, .... 1431 

Petition of Thomas "V^inship, wounded in the 
battle of Lexington, - - - - - 1431 

Resolves directing the confinement of Dr. Gel- 
ston, 1431 

5, Committee to make inquiry relative to the sending 

of two Vessels to the West- Indies by Colonel 
Doane, of Barnstable County, and the loading 
of other Vessels by other persons, contrary to 
the Resolutions of the American Congress, - 1432 

Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of the 
Easterly part of the County of Lincoln, repre- 
senting the distressed condition of the St. John's 
Indian?, 1432 

Committee to take into consideration the present 
high price of Goods, - - - - 1434 

6, Petition, Remonstrance and Address of the 

Town of Pittsfield, relative to the present form 
of Government in this Colony, and praying 
that the Court would issue orders for the 
election of a Govemour and Lieutenant-Go- 
vernour, - - - 1434 

Accounts passed for losses at the battle of Lex- 
ington and the battle of Bunker*s Hill, - 1435 

Ten Sloops-of-War, to carry from fourteen to 
sixteen carriage-guns, ordered to be built, - 1435 

7, Two Vessels under the command of Captain 

■ Jeremiah O'Brien to be fitted out for service . 
immediately, - - - - - 1436 

Committee to consider at large the matter of pay- 
ing Officers and Soldiers for their losses in 
battle on the 19th of April and 17th of June 
last, ------- 1437 

Petition of Inhabitants of Eastern part of the 
County of Lincoln, praying that some Com- 
panies may be raised for the defence of the 
SesyCoast there, - 1437 

Committee report that Elias Haskitt Derby has 
not violated the Resolves of the Continental 
Congress, - - - - - - 1437 

Accounts allowed for losses sustained in the bat- 
tle of BunkerrHiil, 1438 

8, Bill for encouraging the fixing out of Armed 

Vessels to defend the Sea-Coast of America, 
and for erecting a Court to try and condemn 
all Vessels thai shall be found infesting the 
same, read* a first time, - - - 1438 

James Warren, elected Second Major-General 
by the House, rejected by the Council, - 1439 

The fifty thousand Pounds lent to General 
Washington, to remain in the ha«ds of the 
Paymaster-General till he receives a supply 
from the Continental Congress, - 1439 

Azor Orne, appointed Third Major-General, re- 
quests to be excused from accepting the ap- 
pointment, - - - - - . 1439 

Petition of Isaac Battle and Samuel Nichols, 
praying 1 that a Schooner at Cape Elizabeth 
may be fitted out as a Privateer, - - 1440 

John Cummings, for the County of Middlesex, 
and Arthur Noble, for the County of Lin- 
coln, chosen Brigadier- Generals by the House, 
rejected by the Council, - 1440 

Bill for fixing out Armed Vessels read a third 
time, and passed to be engrossed, - - 1440 

Form of an Inlistment to be signed by the Sol- 
diers to be raised in the Counties of Hamp- 
shire and Berkshire, to join the Army in 

Canada, 1441 

10, Order of the Court for raising a Regiment in 
Hampshire and Berkshire Counties to serve 
in Canada, reconsidered and amended, - 1442 

Committee to wait on General Washington, to 
inform him the Court is about to rise, and to 
know if he has any application to make to the 
Court, - - - - - - - 1443 

Samuel Harnden, chosen Brigadier for the Coun- 
ty of Lincoln, in place of Arthur Noble, and 
Oliver Prescott, Brigadier for the County of 
Middlesex, in place of John Cummings, re- 
jected by the Council, - 1443 
12, Letter from General Washington, representing 

that the Army is in want of Fire-Aims, - 1444 

Resolutions appointing a Truckmaster, to reside 
at Machias, for trade with the St. John's and 
Passamaquoddy Indians,' - - - - 1444 
Fourth Series. — Vol, it. 



^,33. 



17, 



XCVIII 

Committees to be appointed To purchase, in the 
recess of the Court, good and effective Fire- 
Arms on the best terms they can, and forward 
them, without delay, to General Washington, 
he advancing what Money may be necessary, 1445 

Resolves to encourage the building of Powder- 
Mills, 1447 

Receiver-General directed to use the Continental 
Money now in the Treasury, as well as the 

■ Bills for this Colony, in the payment of Ac- 
counts, ' - - - - - - . 1447 

Committees for the purchase of Fire- Arms in the 
recess of the Court, ----- 1448 

Petition of Abijah Moore, of Putney, in the 
Province of New-York, representing that he 
marched with a number of Men to Cambridge 
soon after the 19th of April last, - - 1448 

Bounty for the erection of Powder-Mills, - 1448 

Bill for encouraging: the fixing out "of Armed 

. -Vessels, passed lobe enacted, - 1449 

Stephen Smith chosen Truckmaster, to reside at 
Machias, J450 

Obbnel Orne directed to raise a Company of 
Matrosses, to be stationed at Marblehead, - 1450 

Form of Inlistment for the Matrosses, - - 145Q 

Committees to collect Silver and Gold in ex- 
change for Continental Bills, - 1450 

Resolve respecting the real and personal Estates 
of Tories, - - - - _ -1451 

Resolves relating to -Powder and Fire-Artns 
that may be furnished to General Washing- 
ton in the recess of the Court, - 1453 

Committee to build ten Armed Sloops authorized 
to build but five, if they cannot procure Rig- 
ging, Iron, or other materials, - - °- 1454 

Forms of Returns for the Committees appointed 
to take the number of the Inhabitants of the 
Colony, - - - - _ _ _ ^455 

Bounty for the encouragement of the manufac- 
ture of Sulphur, 1455 

Resolve, directing that no process of a civil na- 
ture be commenced within the Colony, until 
the further order of this Court, - - . 1456 

Report of Sub-Committee on Lead-Mines in 
Northampton, Southampton, and Worcester, - 1457 

Copy of the Report to be transmitted to the 
American Congress, - 1453 

Message sent to the Council, requesting them to 
suspend granting Commissions to the Briga- ' 
diers till the next sitting of the Court, - 1458 

Report of Committee to consider what further 
Supplies are necessary to be procured for the 
use of the Colony, - - _ 1453 

Commissary-General directed to lend General 
Washington fifty pounds of Saltpetre for the 
Continental Laboratory, - 1459 

Committee to make further experiments of the 
Saltpetre manufactured in this Colony, - 1459 

Resolve of the House, relative to civil actions, 
disagreed to by the Councilj - - - 1459 

House asks a Conference on the subject of regu- 
lating civil actions, ----- 146O 

Conference of the two Houses, - - -1460 

Committee to consider what is proper to be done 
with respect to«gulatingproceedingsin civil 
causes, 1450 

The Council desired to set apart Thursday, the 
7th of March, to be observed as a day of Hu- 
miliation and Prayer, - - - - 1461 

Report of Joint Committee on regulating pro- 
ceedings in civil causes, - - - - 1461 

Committee to provide a sufficient magazine of 
Provision for the use of the Colony, - -1461 

Message to the Council, requesting an Adjourn- 
ment to the 13th of March, ... 1462 

Adjourned to Wednesday, March 13, - - 1462 

List of the Field-Officers of the Militia, chosen 
by the House at the present Session, - . 1463 

Division of the Militia of each County into Regi- 
ments, and the rank of each Regiment, -1465 



Feh.21, 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, ETC, 

Order by the King in Council, prohibiting the 
exportation, or carrying coastwise, of any 
Gunpowder, Saltpetre, or any sort of Arms 
or Ammunition, ... 



1467 



CONTENTS. 



1776. 

Feb.2\ 



21, 
21, 



21, 
22, 
22, 

22, 

22, 
22, 



22, 
22, 

22, 



22, 
22, 



22, 

23, 

23, 
23, 



, Letter from Mainland Council of Safety to Cap- 
tain Fulford, directing him to prove the Can- 
non made by Samuel and David Hughes, at 
Antietatn, 1468 

Letter from Jacob Young to Maryland Council 
ofSafetv, 1468 

Officers of the Third Battalion (Colonel Day- 
ton's) now raising; in New-Jersey, . - - 1469 

Letter from Joseph Robinson to .the New- York 
Congress, relating to the conduct of the To- 
ries in Queen's County, - 1469 

Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress: He has directed the Commis- 
sary-General to send Deputies into Canada, - 1469 

Letter from General Schuyler to New- York 
Congress, recommending Mr. Pavne, - . - 1470 

Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- ■ 
ler: The Flour is nearly expended; he can 
purchase nothing without' hard cash, and has 
'none but Paper Money, ... - j.499 

Letter from General Wooster to the President 
of Congress; Has sent his Secretary, Mr. 
Cole, to bring what hard Money can be 4n- 
stantly procured : he can get no supplies, 
without hard cash; and, if not immediately 
supplied with it, they must starve, or quit the 
country, or disgrace the Army and the Ame- 
rican cause, by laying the country under con- 
tribution, - - - - - 1470 

Letter from General Greene to General Wash- 
ington, ------- 1470 

Acknowledgment and Declaration of Walter 
Hatton, of Virginia, 1470 

Address of the Committee of Northampton Coun- 
ty, Virginia, to Captains Henry and Kent, of 
Maryland, 1471 

Answer of Captain Henry and Captain Kent to 
the Committee, - - - - - 1471 

Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
the Baltimore Committee, -. - .- - 1472 

Letter from Charles Carroll to the Maryland . 
Council of Safety, 1472 

Letter from Governour Penn to the Assembly: 
Has given instructions to the Magistrates of 
Northumberland to put the Laws of Pennsyl- 
vania in force in that County, - - - 1473 

Letter to Governour Penn from Northumber- 
land County, dated December 30: The She- 
riff, in attempting to serve Warrants and other 
legal process on a number of persons residing 
in Wyoming, was resisted and fired upon, and 
compelled to retire, - - - - * - 1473 

Memorial of the Committee of Safety of Penn- 
sylvania to the Assembly, requesting them to 
raise a body of two thousand Men for the de- 
fence of the Province, and calling their atten- 
tion to the. Military Association, - - 1474 

Letter from Orange County Committee to the 
New- York Congress, - 1474 

Letter from E. W. Kiers to Thomas Smith, re- 
lating to the difficulties on the South side of 
the Mountain, hi' Orange County, - - 1475 

Letter from General Lee to the President of 
Congress : Was much disappointed in not be- 
ing joined by a Battalion from Philadelphia. 
The Minute-Men render him no service, and 
are extremely expensive. The Congress 
should establish one great Continental Regu- 
lar Army, adequate to all the purposes of de- 
fence; every consideration — that of economy, 
as well as security — dictates the measure, - 1475 

Letter from General Heath to General Wash- 
ington, ------- 1476 

Letter from General Washington to General Lee, 1476 

Letter from General Washington to Governour 
Trumbull, thanking him for an additional sup- 
ply of Powder, ----- 1476 

Letter from John Langdon to New-Hampshire 
Committee of Safety : Has enrolled one hun- 
dred Merrat Portsmouth, and asks instructions 
about supplying them with Powder, - - 1477 

Remarks on two paragraphs from Lord Dun- 
more's Virginia Gazette, printed on board his 
own Ship, - - - - - - 1477 

Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
the several Committees of Observation, - 1477 

Letter from Richard Barnes to the Maryland 
Council of Safety, - , - - - - 1479 



1776. 
FebM3. 



23, 



24, 

24, 
24, 
24, 

24, 



24, 
24, 



25, 
25, 



.25, 



26, 
26, 



26, 
26, 



, Letter from Frederick Rhinelander to Peter 
Van Schaack: State of affairs in the City of 
New- York, 1479 

Letter from Robert Bjtyd, Jun., to the New- 
York Congress : Has nearly completed the 
Gun-Barrels contracted for, but cannot pro- 
ceed further under the old contract, - - 1480 

Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress, 1481 

Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- 
ler : They can buy no Provisons or Wood 
with Continental Money, - 1483 

Proceedings of the New-Hampshire Committee 
. of Safety, from January 20, to February 24, 1483 

Extract of a Letter from a Member of the Pro- 
vincial Congress of North-Carolina to Colo- 
nel Robert Howe: Seven of the Leaders of 
the Regulators are just lodged in Halifax Jail. 
The Insurrection of the Regulators is entirely 
suppressed, and it is probable the Highlanders 
are dispersed, ------ 1488 

Letter from the -Maryland Council of Safety to • 
their Delegates in Congress, requesting Con- 
tinental Money may be sent to exchange for ' 
Gold and Silver, of which eight thousand 
Pounds may be raised, - 1488 

Letter from, the Maryland Council of "Safety to 
Colonel Dashiell, 1489 

Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
the Committee for Queen Anne's County, - 1489 

Letter from Captain Thomas to the Maryland 
Council of Safety, * 1489 

Letter from the Provincial Congress of New- 
Jersey to the Continental Congress, showing 
their exposure to invasion from the enemy, 
and the consequences of such invasion to the 
adjoining Colonies, and requesting two Bat- 
talions may l)e raised for defence, - - 1490 

Memorial of Joseph Crane to the Ne\»i-York 
Congress, - - - - - -1491 

Letter from James Deane to General Schuyler, 1499 

Letter from Robert H. Harrison to William 
Watson, - - - - - - 1491 

Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
Colonel Waters, 1491 

Letter from the Maryland Delegates in Con- 
gress to the Council of Safety, requesting a 
Passport to Lord Dunmore may be given to 
Alexander Ross, ----- 1491 

Letter from Lord Stirling to William Living- 
ston, with Affidavits relating to the capture of 
the Passage-Boat York, of Amboy, by the 
Pheni^Ship-of-War, .... 1492 

Letter from General Wooster to General Wash- 
ington ; Troops are daily coming in, and he 
hopes soon to join General Arnold at Glue- 
beck, who has, to his honour, kept up the ' 
blockade with, such a handful of men, that the 
story, when told hereafter, will be scarcely 
credited, 1493 

Letter from General Washington to General 
Schuyler : At this important crisis, there is so 
great a deficiency of Arms, that there is now 
a considerable number of men in Camp with 
none in their hands. It is truly alarming and 
distressing, to be within musket-shot of a formi- 
dable Army, well provided with every neces- 
sary, withoul: having the means of maintain- 
ing even a defensive war, - - - - 1493 

King William County (Virginia) Committee 
declare that the report propagated to the pre- 
judice of Captain Benjamin Temple is with- 
out foundation, - 1494 

Letter from the Maryland Council of Safety to 
Captain Hindman, ----- 1494 

Letter from Etorchester County Committee to 
Maryland Council of Safety : Cambridge is 
the most convenient and proper place for the 
Independent Company (0 be stationed in, , - 1494 

Officers recommended for appointment, by the 
Committee for Charles County,- - - - 1494 

Letter from- Josiah Bartlett to-Meshech Weare: 
Large quantities of Gunpowder and Saltpetre 
have arrived at Philadelphia; but as all sup- 
plies may be cut off in the Spring, we should 
endeavour to supply ourselves within our- 
selves, and leave as little to the uncertainty of 
winds, weather, and enemies, as possible, - 1495 



■1776. 

Feb.26, 



26, 
26, 

26, 



26, 



26, 



26, 



26, 
26, 



27, 



27, 
27, 



27, 
27, 

27, 
27, 

27, 
27, 
27, 
27, 



Letter to the Author of Common Sense: Sug- 
gests that, in forming the new Government, 
besides the present thirteen United Colonies, 
Quebeck and Nova-Scotia should be included ; 
and to preserve the equality of the Colonies, 
the boundaries of many should be altered, and 
at least three new Colonies formed, viz. Mon- 
treal, Albany, and Susquehanna h, - - 1496 

Letter from John Smyth, Treasurer of New- 
Jersey to the Provincial Congress, - - 1601 

Letter from the Committee for Richmond Coun- 
ty to the New- York Congress, relating to the 
Prisoners taken by Colonel Heard and Colo- ' 
del Thomas, 1498 

Letter from General Schuyler to the President 
of Congress: He hopes to send General 
Wooster some Money to-morrow, - - 1499 

Letter from General Wooster to General Schuy- 
ler: The Flour on hand will not last the 
Army more' than a week. Provisions or 
"Wood cannot be purchased without hard cash. 
Our credit sinks daily, - 1499 

Letter from James Deane to General Schuyler : 
Governonr Penn has invited the Six-Nations 
lo meet him in Philadelphia. The Indians 
are much at a loss to comprehend Onus's de- 
sign in calling thera down to Philadelphia, - 1499 

Letter from Colonel Bayley to General Wash- 
ington: A Post may go from Newbury to 
Montreal without difficulty or obstruction, - 1500 

Letter from Colonel Bayley to General Woos- 
ter, 1500 

Journal of the Men sent by Colonel Bayley from 
Newbury to Montreal, by the way of Missis- 
que-Bay, 1500 

Letter from General Wooster to Colonel Bayley, 1501 

Letter from General Washington to General 
Lee: The enemy seem preparing for their 
departure from Boston. We are making the 
necessary dispositions to take possession of 
Dorchester-Hill, which will bring them out, if 
any thing will, ... 1501 

Letter from General Washington to the Council 
of Massachusetts, informing them of his inten- 
tion to take possession of Dorchester-Heights, 
and requesting them to order two Regiments 
of Militia to the lines, - - - - 1502 

Letter from General Washington to Joseph Reed, 1502 

Letter from General Washington to the Presi- 
, dent of Congress, 1503 

General Orders, from February 15 to February 
26", 1503 

Extract of a Letter from Williamsburgh, Vir- 
ginia, to a Gentleman in Philadelphia: Ge- 
neral Clinton, with his Troops, the Mercury, 
Kingfisher, and two or three Tenders, went 
out of the Capes yesterday, - - ' - 1506 

Letter from Captain Scott to the Maryland Coun- 
cil of Safety, - -• - - - - 1507 

Letter from Robert Alexander to the Maryland 
Council of Safety: Congress has ordered an 
advance of twenty-two thousand Dollars. Mr. 
Morris has purchased for Maryland four hun- 
dred stand of Arms and thirty-five hundred 
pounds of Cannon- PowdeT, ... 1507 

Letter from George" Strieker to the Maryland 
Council of Safety, 1508 

Petition of Buck's County Committee to the As- 
sembly of Pennsylvania, praying an addi- 
tional Tax may be laid on the Estates of the 
non-Associators, 1509 

Letter from General Lee to the President of 
Congress, - - - - - - 1509 

Letter from General Schuyler to the President 

of Congress, - - - ' - - - 1510 

Orders issued by General Schuyler for regula- 
ting the issuing of Provisions, - 1511 

Letter, from General Arnold to General Wash- 
ington, - - - - - - -1513 

Letter from Edward Williams, a British prison- 
er, to Governour Trumbull, ... [514 

Letter from General Washington to General 
Schuyler, - 1514 

Letterfrom Stephen Moylan to General Woos- 
ter : -The Indians from Canada were greatly 
dissatisfied that La Coirne is suffered to go at 
liberty. He is a dangerous person, and should 
be sent out of the Province, - - - 1515 



1776. 
Feb.28, 



CONTENTS. cn 

Colonel Patrick Henry resigned his Comrois- 
sion, 1515 

Address of the Troops at Williamsburgh to 
Colonel Henry, 1516 

Colonel Henry's Answer to the Address of the 
Troops, 1516 

Address to Patrick Henry, Jun., late Command- 
er-in-Chief of the Virginia Forces, signed by 
upwards of ninety Officers at Kemp's Land- 
ing, Suffolk, and Williamsburgh, - - 1516 

Golonel Henry's Commission from the Conti- 
nental Congress, - 1517 

A Friend to Truth on Colonel Henry's Resig- 
nation, ------- 1517 

An Honest Farmer to Mr. Purdie, - - 1518 

Detail of the Publick Proceedings, so far as they 
* . relate to Colonel Henry, from his first appoint- 
ment to the command of the First Regiment 
to his refusal of the Continental Commission, 
appointing him to the same command, - 1519 

28, Letter from Captain Kent and Captain Henry to 
the Maryland Council of Safety: We were, 
sent to the assistance of the Inhabitants of Ac- 
comack and Northampton Counties ; hut in an, 
engagement at this time, we should have but 
little assistance from them, - 1521' 

28, Letter from the President of Congress to Gene- 
ral Lee: Requests th^t he will not set out for 
Canada untillie receives further orders from 
the Congress,, ------ 1522 

28, Plain Hints on the Condition of the Colonies, - 1522 
28, Speech of an Honest Farmer to an assembly of 
his neighbours of Philadelphia County, on. his 
entering in the Continental service, - - 1525 
28, Address of Rationalis to the Inhabitants of Penn- 
sylvania, in answer to Common Sense, and 
against Independence, - r - - 1527 
28, Letter from the provincial Congress of New- 
York to President Hancock, - 1530 

Nominations of Field-Officers for the four New- 
York Battalions, - - - - -1531 

List of New- York Officers now in Canada, - 1531 

Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers of the 
First New- York Battalion who offer them- 
selves as Volunteers, - - - - 1531 
28, Letter from John Hill to New- York Congress, 
complaining of Cadwallader Colden, son of 
the Lieutenant-Governour, - 1532 

28, Letter from John Hammell, Jun., to the New- 
York Congress, - - 1532 

29, Letter from David Stewart to. the Maryland 
Council of Safety, ----- 1533 

29, Letter from- Captains Kent and Henry to the 

Maryland Council of Safety, - 1533 

Return of Captain Henry's Company, - - 1533 
Return of Captain Kent's Company, - - 1533 
List of the Minute Company that marched from 
Queen Anne's County, Maryland, February 
3, 1 776, under the command of Captain James 
Kent, 1533 

29, Letter from Captain Gunby to Daniel of St. 

Thomas Jenifer, 1534 

29, Letter from Captain Andrew Beall to the Ma- 
ryland Council of Safety, - - - _ 1534 

29, An Apology for the Pennsylvania Assembly, for 
their imputed backwardness in the cause of 
liberty, - - - - - - - 1535 

29, Letter from James Mease to the President of 
Congress: The Soldiers are wuhout Blan- 
kets, 1537 

29, Letter from General Lee to General Washing- 
ton, giving an account of his measures for the 
defence of New- York. The Congress have 
not, as yet, taken the least step for its secu- 
rity, - - 1537 

29, Letter from Henry Rerasen, at Newark, New- 
Jersey, to Colonel Woodhull: Requests in- 
, formation where to send three tons of Powder, 
which has just been received, - - - 1539 

29) Letter from Captain Patrick Sinclair to the New- 
York Congress, for permission to go to Eu- 
rope, 1539 

29, Letter from Samuel Gale to John McKesson : Is 
in close confinement in the common Jail at 
Fairfield, and asks that he may be allowed a 
parole, or a writ- of habeas corpus, - - 1539 

29, Letter from General Washingtoa to the Presi- 
dent of Congress, - 1540 



CUT 

1776. 
Jan.lB, Common Sense — 

I. Of the Origin and Design of Government 
in general, with concise Remarks on the 
English Constitution, - 1541 

II. Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succession, 1544 

III. Thoughts on the present state of Ameri- 
can Affairs, - - - - - -1548 

IV. Of the present ability of America, with 
some Miscellaneous Reflections, - - 1556 



Jan.2$. 



Feb. 1 



13, 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

i, A Pilot permitted to cruise off the Delaware 
Capes for a Ship with Arms and Ammuni- 
tion, bound to Philadelphia, - 1561 

Lieutenant Cameron, taken with Mr. Connolly,* 
examined by the Committee, and remanded to 
Jail, .--.--- 

Advertisements for Rags and Lint, and for Salt- 
petre, ordered to be inserted in the Pennsylva- 
nia Gazette and Pennsylvania Journal, 

Dr. Connolly examined, and remanded to Jail, 1563 

Thomas Austin, charged with having uttered 
many declarations inimical to the cause of 
American liberty, ordered to attend the Com- 
mittee on Tuesday, February 6, 

Josiah Hart, Marshall Edwards, John Laugh- 
lin, ttnd Caspar Fetters, required to attend at 
the same time as witnesses, - 

Report of Daniel Joy, David Rittenhouse, and 
John McNeal, of a Survey of the Jersey 
shore, from Billingsport to Newtown Creek, 
to determine what parts it m^y be necessary 
to fortify, - - - - - 

Robert Colebrook and James O'Neil, taken with 
Captain Campbell, and confined by order of 
Congress, discharged, » - - - - 1565 

John Brown, the servant of Doctor Connolly, 
ordered from Jail to the Work-House, 

Commodore Caldwell directed to discharge John 
Hackettfrbm the Fleet, - - - 

Pay of Captains of the Armed Boats increased 
to ten Pounds per month, First Lieutenants to 
seventeen Dollars, and Second Lieutenants to 
fourteen Dollars, - 

Distribution of Prize-Money to the Officers and 
Crews of the Armed Boats, 

Officers and Soldiers of the Batteries included in 
the distribution of Prizes, - 

John Eddy appointed First Lieutenant in place 
of Barnet Eichelberger, - 

Petition from the Committee of the Privates, 
read, and declared reasonable and proper, 

Thomas Austin attended, and was examined, and 
allowed .until Wednesday next to produce 
testimony in his defence, - 

Doctor Hugh Hodge appointed Surgeon of the 
Third Battalion for the Continental Service, 

Letter to the Committee of Safety of Maryland, 
offering to instruct such persons as they de- 
sire in the method of making Saltpetre, 

Bernard Romansappointed Captain of Matrosses, 1567 

Thomas Hanson appointed Quartermaster of the 
Second Battalion, 1567 

Vessels employed by Captain Van Horn, for im- 
porting Powder, Arms, &c, from foreign parts, 
insured by the Committee from seizure, - 1567 

Memorial to Congress, with proposals from dif- 
ferent Persons for erecting Powder-Mills, - 1567 

John Harper appointed Quartermaster to the 
Fourth Battalion* Richard Collier to the 
F*ifth, and Garret Steddiford to the Third, - 1567 

Gibbs Jones appointed Captain- Lieutenant of 
Matrosses, - - ■ - -■ ■ - 1568 

Proposals delivered to the Committee appointed 
to inquire for proper places to erect Powder- 
Mills, -..---- 

Letter from the President of Congress, request- 
ing the Battalions in this City would furnish 
one to be detached to New- York, 

Mr. Dickinson directed to apply to Congress to 
replace the whole number of Arms this Board 
has supplied them with, - 

Resolution of Congress, directing fifty tons of 
Saltpetre to be delivered by the Secret Com- 
mittee to this Committee to be manufacture 
into Gunpowder, . - - - -. - 1570 



1561 



1562 



1563 



1563 



1564 



1565 



1565 



1565 



1565 



- 1565 



1565 



1566 



15B6 



1566 



1566 



1569 



1569 



1569 



1776. 
Feb. 1 4, 



20, 



CONTENTS. civ 

, Doctor Samuel Kennedy appointed Surgeon, 
and William Moulder Second Lieutenant, in 
the Fourth Battalion, - 1570 

Thomas Austin appeared, and having nothing 
to offer in defence o( the charges against him . 
as a person inimical to the liberties of Ame- 
rica, he signed a declaration acknowledging 
his guilt, and promising not to offend in fu- 
ture, - 1570 

The Books and Papers of John Dsihker and 
Joshua Fisher & Sons to be locked up and 
sealed, and all the doors and windows of their 
Stores and Warehouses to be locked and key- 
ed, and fastened on the outside by a wooden 
bar being nailed across them, - 1571 

Rev. William Linn appointed Chaplain to the 
Fifth and Sixth Battalions, - - -1571 

Appointments and Promotions of Officers of the 

Armed Boats, ------ 1572 

Measures adopted for the immediate erection of 
Powder-Mills, ----- 1572 

Captains of the Armed Boats directed to inquire 
into the qualifications of Persons applying 
for appointments, 1572 

Committee to fix propen Signals in the River 
and Bay of Delaware, to give the most speedy 
intelligence of any enemy's Ships arriving at 
the Capes, - - . - - - - 1573 

Commodore Caldwell directed immediately to 
consult with all the Officers, and arrange them 
to the different Armed Boats, - - - - 1573 

John Myers appointed Armourer to the Armed 
Boats, - - - - - - 1573 

Letter to the President of Congress, requesting 
the Prisoners to be removed to Lancaster and 
other parts of the country, - - - 1573 

Application to be made to the Assembly to 
raise two thousand Men for the defence ofthe . 
Province, 1573 

Memorial to the Assembly, - - - - 1574 

Committee to go to the Barracks and muster the 
Men belonging to the Armed Boats, - - 1575 

Notice to be inserted in the publick Papers that 
a Mustermaster is wanted for the Armed Boats, 1575 

Commodore Caldwell and Captain Proctor di- 
rected to fix upon proper Signals for the Fleet, 
Merchantmen, and Battery, - 1576 

Captain. Proctor to procure a Flag-staff for the 
Fort, with a Flag ofthe United Colonies, - 1576 

Committee to see that all necessaries for the use 
of the Battery be supplied, - . - - - 1576 

Benjamin Rittenhouse requested to remove to 
this City, to take charge of the Gun-Lock 
Factory, - 1576 

Fire-Arms not to be taken out of the Province 
without the consent of the Committee, - 1578 

Committee to carry into execution every thing 
necessary towards completing the Fortifica- 
tions on Fori Island, - 1578 



22, 
23, 



23, 
29, 



PROVINCIAL CONGRESS OF NEW-JERSEY. 

J&ra.31i List of the Deputies returned to serve in the 

Congress, - - ■ -■ - ' - 
Feb. 1, Petition from the Committee for the County of 
Somerset, praying that Persons not Free- 
hojders, who pay Taxes, may bs permitted to 
vote for Delegates, and that the elections be by 
ballot, ' - 

Similar Petitions from the Inhabitants of Essex 
County, - - - - - 

Two Petitions from Morris County, relating to 
the appointment of Military Officers, -• - 1579 

Letter from Jacob Ford, stating his reasons for r 
refusing Continental and Connecticut Money, 

Committees of Somerset and Middlesex required 

to furnish Colonel Winds with Powder and 

Lead, - - - - 

2, William Patte:rson appointed Secretary to the 

Congress, - - - - ' -. 

■ Resolution to procure Arms for Colonel Max- 

well'sliaUalion, now under orders for Canada, 1580 

Letter to the several County Committees, re- 
questing their assistance in.procuring Arms 
for Colonel Maxwell's Battalion, - - 1580 

Officers of the Third Battalion* now to be raised, 

■ . to be chosen on Monday next, » - - 1581 



1579 



1579 



1579 



1580 



1580. 



1580 



CONTENTS. 



Peter Vroom, of Piscataway, confessing 1 the 
charge brought against him by the Committee 
of Hillsborough, was committed to the com- 
mon Jail of Somerset County, - 1581 

Blankets at the Barracks in New-Brunswick, 
Elizabethtown, Trenton, and Perth- Amboy, 
appropriated to the use of the Continental 

Forces, 1581 

Feb. 3, Abraham Ogden appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, 

and William Burnet Major, of Light-Horse, 1582 

Remonstrance of the Committee of the County 
of Bergen, respecting the seizure of the Arms 
of the County, 1582 

Field-Officers for the First Regiment of Militia 
in Somerset County, - - - 1582 

Committee to wait on the Eastern Treasurer, 
and request his removal to New-Brunswick, 1582 

Records in the Secretary's Office at Perth Am- 
boy to be removed immediately to New- 

. Brunswick; if necessary, the Troops may be 
called on to assist in the removal, - - 1582 

5, Measures to prevent the exportation of any Pro- 

duce or Merchandise, whatever, contrary to 

the General Association, - 1583 

Committee reported that the Books and Records 
were removed from Perth-Amboy to New- 
Brunswick, 1583 

Committee reported that, notwithstanding the 
Protest of Mr. Smith, the Treasurer, the Mo- 
ney in the Treasury, &c, was removed as 
ordered, - 1583 

Letter from Lord Stirling, with an attested copy 
of a Letter from Cortlandt Skinner, to his 
brother, Colonel William Skinner, in Eng- 
land, - - - - - - - 1583 

Eastern Treasury removed to the house of Peter 
Schenck, in Somerset County, - 1583 

Eastern Records and Books from Perth-Amboy 
to he farther removed to Burlington, and 
lodged in the Secretary's Office at that place, 1583 

Letter to Mr. Petlit, requiring him to attend at 
Burlington, where the Records are, - - 1584 

Papers and Records in the Surveyor-General's 
Office to be removed immediately to the 
house of Peter Schenck, in Somerset County, 1584 

6, Order respecting Christopher Harrison, convict- 

ed of the charge against him by the Com- 
mittee for Bethlehem, in Hunterdon County, 1584 

Letter to the Continental Congjess, respecting 
the sale and consumption of Tea, - - 1584 

Resolutions for raising the Third Battalion for 
the service of the United Colonies, - - 1585 

Elias Dayton appointed Colonel, Anthony Wal- 
ton White Lieutenant-Colonel, and Francis 
Barber Major, of the Third Battalion, - 1586 

Order respecting William Steele, - 1586 

Records to be delivered to Charles Pettit, at 
Burlington, on Thursday next, - 1586 

7, Officers for the Third Battalion, - - - 1587 

8, Representation of the Committee of Salem Coun- 

ty, respecting the disturbances there, read, and 

Dr. Samuel Dick heard in his defence, - 1587 

9, Representation from Salem County further con- 

sidered, - - - - - . 1587 
10, Commissioners to purchase Fire-Arms author- 
ized to contract for them on the best terms 
they can, ■ - 1588 

Salem County to he divided into two Districts, 
and a Battalion* to be formed in each District, 1588 

Letter to the Continental Congress : They have 
no resource of providing Arms for the Third 
Battalion other than making or importing 

them, - - 1588 

12, Detachment of Volunteers, under the command 

of Colonel Heard, sent to Sta ten- Island,. - 1589 

Representation from the Elizabethtown Com- 
mittee, praying for some regulation to prevent 
the removal to this Province, of Persons un- 
friendly to the cause of American freedom, - 1589 
13 } Order respecting Richard Bowlsby and Andrew 
McGleney, of Sussex County, convicted of 
opposing the present measures, - 1590 

Two Companies of Artillery to be raised imme- 
diately, and a train of Artillery of twelve 
Field-pieces purchased, - - , - • 1591 

Fifty thousa/id Pounds, in paper Bills of Credit, 
to be emitted in place of thirty thousand 
Pounds formerly ordered, - - - 1591 



we. 
Feb.U, 



16. 



17. 



19. 



27, 



28, 



1592 

1592 

1593 
1593 



1594 
1594 



.William Livingston, John De Hart, Richard 
Smith, John Coop9r, and Jonathan Dickin- 
son Sargeant, chosen Delegates to the Conti- 
nental Congress for one year, - 

Letter from the Continental Congress, request- 
ing a Battalion of Minute-Men may be sent 
to General Lee, at New- York, - - - 

Detachment, equal to a Battalion in the Conti- 
nental service, ordered to be sent immediately 
under the command of Col. Charles Stewart, 

Order respecting Charles Roberts, of Somerset 
County, 

Letter from the Committee of Somerset, recom- 
rnending that measures should be taken to 
fortify Perth-Amboy, - 

The several Petitions relating to the qualifica- 
tions of Electors of Members of Congress 
considered, . - - . - 

Qualifications of Electors, - 

Ordinances for striking fifty thousand Pounds ; 
to fix the Qualifications of Electors ; for ex- 
empting Persona who.jnlist in the service of 
the United Colonies from arrest; and for di- 
recting the manner of signing the General 
Association, were severally presented and 
read, 1595 

Ordinance for preventing Persons deserting 
places in danger of being attacked, and for 
restraining such as are dangerous to the com- 
mon cause, from taking refuge in this Colo- . 
ny, presented and read, .- - 1595 

Ordinance for numbering the Inhabitants of the 
Colony, pursuant to the directions of the Con- 
tinental Congress, ready ... - 1596 
20, Treasurers of the Colony required to receive 
the Bills of Credit issued by the Continental 
Congress, - - - - - - 1596 

Letter to Mr. Smyth, Eastern Treasurer, request- 
ing him to continue to act as Treasurer, r 1596 

Ordered, that the present Congress be dissolved, 
and tbat there be a new election of Deputies 
to represent this Colony, in Provincial Con- 
gress, on the fourth Monday in May next, - 1597 

Letter to Mr. Smyth, desiring an explicit an- 
swer to their request, - 1597 

Letter from Lord Stirling, informing them that 
the British Vessels-of-War at New- York 
take every Provision Vessel coming from 
New-Jersey, -._-_. 1597 

Order prohibiting the transportation of Provi- 
, sions, and all other kinds of Produce of the 
Colony, to New- York, - 1593 

22, Letter from James Hughes, a prisoner at Eliza- 

beth town r requesting permission to go to New- 
York, - - 1598 

23, Committee reported that they had removed the 

Papers, Books, and Records, in the Surveyor- 
General's Office, as ordered, - 1598 

Letter to Lord Stirling, requesting copies of the 
orders respecting the seizing the Arms be- 
longing to Bergen County, ... 1599 

Letter to the Continental Congress respecting 
the exposed condition of Perth-Amboy, - 1600 
26, Resolution of the Continental Congress counter- 
manding the order for the march of a Batta- 
lion for the defence of New- York, as Arms 
cannot be procured for them, - - - 1601 

Petitions from several Committees, representing 
that the Deputies from Bergen County, and 
the persons who compose the County Com- 
mittee of Bergen, were not duly elected, - 1601 
■ Committee of Trenton made return of the per- 
sons who, in their bounds, signed the General 
Association, and of those who refused to do so, 1601 

Letter from John Smyth: Agrees to continue 
Treasurer, provided the Chest is removed from 
. Mr. Schenck's to Mr. Stevens's, - - 1601 

Treasury-Chest ordered to be removed to the 
dwelling-house of Mr. John Stevens, - - 1602 

Resolution of the 21st instant, prohibiting the 
export of Provisions and Produce from this 
Colony to the City of New- York, repealed, - 1603 

Resolutions, relating to the differences between 
the County Committee Sf Essex and the Town- 
ship Committee of Trenton, - - - 1603 

Sundry Officers elected,, - - - 1603 

Petitions from Township Committees of Wood- 
bridge and Piscataway, - 1604 



CVII 



CONTENTS. 



CVIII 



Ordinance for regulating the former Minute De- 
partment of Militia, reported, - 1604 

Return, of Persons who signed, and who refused 
to sign, the General Association, made by the 
Township Committee of Amwell,, - - 1604 
Feb£9, Letter to the Committee of Elizabelhtown, for 
information respecting the capture of the Ship 
Blue-Mountain- Valley, - 1604 

Mar.l, Order respecting Peter Vroom, - 1605 

Officers for the two Companies of Artillery 
elected, 1605 

John Stevens's receipt for the Treasury-Chest, 1605 

Ordinance for paying a Bounty on Saltpetre and 
common Salt, manufactured in New^Jefsey, 
presented and read, ----- 1605 

Ordinance for raising two Companies of Artil- 
lery, presented and read, - - - 1605 

Records of the Surveyor-General's Office sent to 
the house of Peter Schenck, at Millstone, - 1605 
2, Resolutions respecting the capture of the Ship 

Biue-Mountain-Valley, . - - - 1606 

Letter to the Committee of Safety of Pennsyl- 
vania, in answer to their Letter respecting 
raising Artillery Companies, - 1607 

Treasurers of the Colony requested to stop all 
payments of salary to Cortiandt Skinner, At- 
torney-General, he being no longer a friend 
of the Colony, 1607 

Letter to the Delegates in Congress, instructing 
them in general, to join in the general voice 
of the United Colonies, and to pursue such 
measures as they may judge most beneficial 
for the.publick good of all the Colonies, - 1608 

John Anderson, of New- York, to print the Mi- 
nutes and Ordinances of this sitting, - - 1608 

Adjourned to fourth Monday in May nest,, un- 
less sooner called by the President and Vice- 
President, 1608 

Ordinance directing the manner of signing the 
General Association by persons of tender con- 
sciences, and for enforcing the same, - 1608 

Ordinance for appointing Barrack- Masters in 
this Province, 1610 

Ordinance for exempting persons who inlist in 
the service of the United Colonies from ar- 
rest, - 1610 

Ordinance for striking the sum of fifty thousand 
Pounds in Bills of Credit, for the purposes 
therein mentioned, - - ' - - - 1611 

Ordinance to prevent persons deserting places in 
danger of being attacked, and for restraining 
suehas are dangerous' to the common cause 
from taking refuge in this Colony, - - 1618 

Ordinance for directing the mode and fixing the 
time for an election of Deputies to serve in 
Provincial Congress, and also to ascertain the 
qualification of Electors, - 1619 

Ordinance for numbering the Inhabitants of this 
Colony, - _ - 1622 

Ordinance for incorporating the Minute-Men 
lately raised in this Colony into the body of 
■ Militia, and for further regulating the Militia, 1622 

Ordinance for raising two Artillery Companies 
in New-Jersey, 1623 

Ordinance for paying a Bounty on Saltpetre and 
common Salt, and for purchasing Saltpetre, - 1624 

.Ordinance to provide for the payment of Inci- 
dental Charges, - - - - 1625 



■CQNTINENTAI. CONGRESS. 

Jan. 1, Letter from Governour Trumbull, of December 

23, read, - - 1625 

Report on Captain Sellick's Petition considered 
and agreed to, 1625 

Report on Lord Stirling's Letters considered and 
recommitted, - - - - - -' 1626 

John Patterson elected Adjutant for the Penn- 
sylvania Battalion, 1626 

President directed to sign Commissions for the 
'Field-Officers elected by the Provincial Con- 
gress of North-Carolina, for two Battalions 
raised in that Colony, - - - - 1627 

New Powers to the New- York Delegates, re- 
ceived from their Convention, laid by them 
,before~ Congress, ------ 1627 



Report on the Letters of General "Washington, , 
and the intercepted Letters transmitted by 

him, 1627 

Jan, 2, General Schuyler to have General Prescottsafe- 

ly and securely kept, . - - 1627 

Report on Petition of Captains Paddock and 
Coffin considered ; Petition rejected, - - 1628 

Report on Lord Stirling's Letters considered and 
agreed to, - - - - - 1628 

Resolutions respecting the Tories, and the bar- 
barities of the enemy, - - - - 1629 
. 3j Letter from General Washington, of December 

25, read, - -' - - - - 1630 

Colonels for four Pennsylvania Battalions 
elected, 1630 

Goods and Stores to be purchased by the Secret 
Committee, ' - 1630 

Resolutions respecling the Inhabitants of Queen's 
County, New- York, - 1630 

Colonel Heard, of New-Jersey, and Colonel 
Waterbury, of Connecticut, to march to 
Queen's County to disarm the Inhabitants, . - 1631 

Persons to be apprehended and secured by Colo- 
nel Heard, 1631 

4, An additional Battalion to be raised in Cumber- 

land County, Pennsylvania, - - - 1632 
Officers of the same rank, elected on the same 
day, to take rank in the order of their elec- 
tion, 1632 

Lieutenant-Colonels and Majors of the Pennsyl- 
vania Battalions elected, - 1632 

5, All Committees, and others, w"ho have had charge 

of Publick Moneys, required to account, - 1633 

Report of Committee on General Washington's 
■ Letter of December 18th, - - - - 1633 

General Washington instructed to offer Govern- 
our Skene in exchange for Mr. Lovell, - 1633 

Directions respecting the Fortifications on Hud- 
son's River, - ■? - - - ■* 1634 

Memorial from the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Newport presented, - - - . - - 1634 

6, One ton of the Powder just arrived to be deli- 

vered to the Committee for fitting out Armed 

Vessels, - - ----- - 1634 

Letter received from the Committee at Lancaster, 

January 3, ----- 1634 

Letter from an Officer at Lisbon, October 23, 

1775, - - 1634 

Memorial of Inhabitants of Newport referred to 

Assembly .of Rhode- Island, - - . - 1634 

Apportionment of Prize-Money to the Captors, 1634 . 
Letter from General Schuyler, dated December 

30, read, , - - - - - - 1635 

8, Letter from Gimeral Schuyler of December 26, 

and Letter from the Committee of Baltimore, 
read, ------- 1635 

Report on General Schuyler's Letters considered, 
and sundry Resolutions for reinforcing the 
Northern Army, adopted; - - - - 1635 * 

Secret Committee directed to purchase fifty-seven 
tons of Saltpetre arrived at Philadelphia, - 1636 

New-York Delegates directed to purchase fifteen 
tons of Powder arrived at New-York, and 
forward it with all possible expedition to the 
Camp at Cambridge, * 1636 

Orders given for the march of three Companies 
of Colonel Bull's Battalion to Accomack and 
Northampton countermanded, - 1636 

Council of Safety of Maryland desired to order 
three Companies of Minute-Men to march 
immediately to Accomack and Northampton, 
in Virginia, ----__ 1636 

Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania desired to 
send five hundred pounds of Powder to Vir- 
ginia, for the Forces sent to Accomack and 
Northampton, ------ 1636 

9, Letter from Mr„ Tilghman, dated Annapolis, 

January 5, with Despatches from Governour 
Franklin, and a Letter from Cortiandt Skin- 
ner, intercepted, - - - - - 1636 

Letter to Mr. Tilghman: That the Hornet and 
Wasp, under orders for the. Capes of Dela- 
ware, may take what Vessels are ready under 
convoy, ------- 1637 

Committee to inquire into the conduct of Officers 
who are prisoners, - - 1637 

Lord Stirling ordered to apprehend Cortiandt 
Skinner immediately, - 1637 



CONTENTS. 



ex 



1637 



1637 



1637 



1638 



- 1638 



1639 



1639 



1640 



Militia at the Forts on Hudson's River to be dis- 

• charged when Troops arrive to supply their 
places, - - ' - 

Five hundred thousand Dollars ordered for the 
use of the Army in Massachusetts Bay, 

Further Resolutions providing for. reinforcement 
of the Northern Army, - - 

Committee of Safely of New- York to inquire 
into the propriety and practicability of ob- 
structing- or lessening ihe depth of water in 
the Narrows, - - - - ' ' - 
Jan. 10, Further Resolutions for Reinforcements and Sup- 
plies to the Northern Army, 

Joseph Frye and Benedict Arnold elected Briga 
dier-Generals, ----.. 

Field-Officers for Pennsylvania Battalion elected, 1639 

Another Battalion to be raised in New-Jersey, 1639 

Colonel Heard to proceed on the expedition to 

Queen's County without Colonel Waterbury, 1639 

Committee of five to take into consideration the 
state of the Colonies. 

11, Committee to prepare Instructions for the Offi- 

cers in the Recruiting Service, -■ 
All persons who depreciate the Continental Bills 
of Credit, or discourage the currency or cir- 
culation thereof, to be treated as enemies of 
the country, ---.._- 1640 

12, Regulations for the Subsistence of Oftjcers who 

are prisoners, - 1641 

Congress in .Committee of the Whole on the 
Trade of the United Colonies, - 1641 

13, Letter from General Washington, of January 3, 

and Letter from New- York of January 3, read, 1641 

Committee of five Members on Letter from 
New- York, who are to confer with Mr. Ro- 
mans, 

Secret Committee directed to purchase Saltpetre 
on the best terms they can, - 

15j Committee to make an estimate of the number 
of Cannon wanted for the defence of the Uni- 
ted Colonies, and to devise ways and means 
of procuring them, - 1642 

Servants not to be employed in the Fleet or 
Army without the consent of their Masters, - 1642 

In Committee of the Whole on the Trade of the 

United Colonies, 

16, Credentials of the Delegates from Connecticut, 

Another Battalion to be raised in North-Caro- 
lina, 



1641 



1641 



1642 
1643 



1643 



1644 



20, 



Report of Committee on General Washington's 
Letters, - 

Petition from Dr. Benjamin Church, presented 
and referred, - - ■ - - - 1644 

Report of Committee of the Whole on the pro- 
priety of opening the Ports after' the 1st of 
March next, read and laid on the table, - 1645 

Committee to consider under what Regulations 
and Restrictions the Trade of these Colonies 
ought to be carried on after 1st of March, - 1645 

Instructions for Officers in the Recruiting Ser- 
vice, - * 1645 

Letter from General Schuyler of January 13, 
enclosing copies of Letters from General 
Wooster, Colonel Arnold, and others, con- 
taining an account of the unsuccessful attack 
on Q.uebeck, - - - - , - . 1645 

Governour Trumbull desired to have Dr. Church 
removed to some more comfortable place of 
confinement, - - - - - - 1646 

Letter from Frederick County Committee, with 
intercepted Letters of Connolly, found on Dr. 
John Smith, 1646 

Committee on General Schuyler's Letter of Jan- 
uary 13 r 1646 

Report on the application of South-Carolina re- 
specting Seamen, - - - - . . 

Field-Officers for the Delaware Battalion, 

Four Battalions to be raised in New- York for 
the defence of that Colony, 

Report on General Schuyler's Letter of January 
13, recommending measures for the immediate 
reinforcement of the Army in Canada, read and 
agreed to, 

Memorial of Colonel Bull, of the First Pennsyl- 
vania Battalion, requesting permission* to re- 
sign, - - - 

Resolutions adopted on a further Report on Ge- 
neral Schuyler's Letter of January 13, - 1648 



1646 
1647 



1647 



1647 



1648 



23, 



24, 



Jati.22, Committee on Letter from General Washington 
of January 11, and other Letters,' this day 
read, -____. 

Committee of Trenton to send General Prescott 
and Captain Chace, under guard, to Phila- 
delphia, ..---__. 

Committee to consider a proper method of pay- 
ing a just tribute of gratitude to the memory 
of General Montgomery, - 

Field-Officers for the Second Canadian Regi- 
ment, -.-.__. 

Colonel Bull's resignation accepted, and John 
Philip De Haas elected in his place, - 

Captain Duncan Campbell to be released on pa- 
role, and permitted to reside in Lancaster, 

Letter from General Schuyler of January 14, 
read, - 

Secretary to draw up an account of the repulse 
and loss our Troops met with in the unsuc^ 
cessful attempt on Gtuebeck, 

Committee to prepare a Letter to the Canadians, 1651 

Report of Committee on Indian Affairs consider- 
ed and recommitted, ----- 1651 

Account of the repulse at Q,uebeck, drawn up 
by the Secretary, - r 

Committee to consider the propriety of establish- 
ing a War-Office, - * . - 

Letter to the Inhabitants of Canada, 

Committee to prepare an Address to the Inhabit' 
ants of the United Colonies, - - . 

Committee to take the examination of General 
Prescott and Captain Ghace, 

Monument to General Montgomery to be pro- 
cured from France, ----'. 1654 

Dr. Smith desired to prepare a Funeral Oration 
in honour. of General Montgomery, 

Direction of the Fleet left to the Marine Com- 
mittee, - • - - , . 

Committee to inquire particularly into the con 
duct and character of General Prescott, 

Fortress at Ticonderoga to be repaired and made 
defensible, - - - » _ 

Committee to repair to New- York, to consult 
with the Committee of Safety and General Lee, 

Committee on Letter from General Washington 
of January 19, - 

Committee to consider the Report of the Com- 
missioner for Indian Affairs, in the Middle 
Department, - 

Cayushota to be commissioned, giving.him the 
rank of Colonel, - - - ' - . 1656 

Committee to consider the matter of inlisting Ap- 
prentices and persons in debt, - 

Regulations for Trade with the Indians, - 

Report on General Washington's Letter of Ja- 
nuary 19, and Lord Stirling's of January 24, 

General Prescott committed to close confine- 
ment in the Jail of Philadelphia, 

Report on the inlistment of Apprentices, - 

Committee on an application from the Commit- 
tee of Safety of New- York, 

Prisoners, who have been inlisted iruhe Conti. 
nental Army, ordered to be discharged, and no 
more inlisted, ---... 1660 

Report of Committee appointed to confer with 
Colonel Maxwell, - 
Feb. 1, General Prescott allowed a Servant, and a Phy- 
sician, if his health require it, - . 

Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania to take 
the parole of.the Officers, prisoners in Phila- 
delphia, ----... 
2, Committee on General Schuyler's Letters of 
22d and 25th January, with an account of his 
expedition to Tryon County, - - . 1661 
Committee to take an account of the Prisoners 
the names of the Officers, and' their places of* 
residence, - - 1661 

5, Report on General Schuyler's Letters, - - 1661 
Report on the Memorial of the Rev. Mr. Samp- 
son Occum, one of the Mohegan Indians in 
Connecticut, - 1662 

General Prescott permitted to be removed from 
Jail to lodgings provided by Dr. Cadwallader, 1662 

6, Committee to confer with Colonel Heard, and 

receive his Report, - - - - . _ 1663 
Report ^on the Regulations of Trade to be con- 
sidered in Committee of the Whole on the 8th ' 
instant, - - iqq$ 



.27, 



29, 



30, 



31, 



1650 



1650 



1650 
1650 



1650 



1650 
1651 



- 1651 



1651 



1653 
1653 



1653 
1654 



- 1654 ■ 



1654 
1655 



1655 



1655 



1656 



1656 



1656 
1656 



1657 



■ 1658 
1659 



~ 1659 



1660 
"- 1660 



- 1660 



CXI 

1776, 



CONTENTS. 



General .Schuyler to encourage Sutlers to attend 
the Army in Canada, - 1663 

Prisoners taken by Colonel Heard, in Queen's 
County, to be sent to New- York, and deliver- 

, ed to the Congress of that Colony, - - 1663 

Committee to bring in a Resolution respecting 
the exportation of Naval Stores for the pub- 
lick service, 1664 

Feb. 7, Committee on two Letters from Lord Stirling of 

the 2d and 5th February, - - - - 1664 

Instructions to the Committee on the Prisoners 
in New- Jersey, - - - - ' - 1664 

Committee on Memorial of Murray, Sansom 
& Co., Jacob Walton, and Frederick Rhine- 
lander, of New- York, - 1664 

Committee to examine the Journals, and report 
the unfinished business, - - - - 1664 
8, Form of Parole to be signed by Officers, -1665 

Doctor Connolly allowed, at suitable times, to 
walk in the Prison-yard, - 1666 

Resolution respecting the Inhabitants of Rich- 
mond County, in the Colony of New- York, 1666 

Funeral Oration, in honour of General Mont- 
gomery, to be delivered by Doctor Smith on 
the 19th, - . 1666 

0, Credentials of the Delegates from Massachusetts, 1666 

Committee to inquire anil report to Congress a 
state of the Powder, Arms, and Saltpetre, now 
arrived, 1667 

12, Letter from General Lee of February 9, read, - 1668 
Detachments from Pennsylvania and New-Jer- 
sey ordered to New- York, - - - 1668 

Secret Committee directed to send one ton of 
Powder to General Lee, - 1668. 

Fifty tons of Saltpetre ordered to be delivered to 
the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, ten 
tons sent to New- York, and ten tons to Mas- 
sachusetts, to be made into Gunpowder, - 1668 

13, Resolution authorizing the exportation of Naval 

Stores, - - - . . - ' . 1669 
Field-Officers for the six .Virginia Battalions, - 1669 
Committee to consider into what Military Depart- 
ments the Middle and Southern Colonies 
ought to be formed, - 1670 

Philadelphia Committee requested not to censure 
the venders and users of Tea, till further 
orders from Congress, .... J670 

Address to the Inhabitants of the United Colo- 
nies reported, - - - - . . 1670 

14, Regulations and Restrictions of Trade consider- 

ed in Committee of the Whole, - 1671 

15, March of the Regiment under Colonel Dick- 

inson to New- York suspended, - - 1672 
Committee to proceed to Canada, ... 1672 
John Carroll requested to accompany the Com- 
mittee to Canada, 1672 

Eight tons of Powder to be immediately sent to 

Canada, ---.._. 1(372 
Directions respecting the Fortifications in the 
Highlands, ... 1573 

16, Regulations of Trade considered in Committee 

of the Whole, - - - - _ - 1673 
Estimate »f the Cannon wanted for the defence 
of the Colonies, reported, - 1673 

17, Standing Committee of Five appointed to super- 

intend the Treasury, - I673 

Duties of the Committee, ■ - I673 

Four millions of Dollars to be emitted, - - 1673 
General Lee directed immediately to repair to 

Canada, -...._ 1674 
General Schuyler directed to repair to New- 
York. - 1674 

Measures adopted to facilitate the operations of 

the Army in Canada, .... 1674 
Committee to prepare Instructions for the Com- 
mittee appointed to go to Canada, - - 1674 
Arrangements for subsisting the Troops in 
New- York, 1675 

19, Congress attended the Oration delivered in ho- 

nour of General Montgomery, ... 1675 
Dr. William Smith's Oration, ... I675 

20, Credentials of the New-Jersey Delegates, - 1676 
Committee on Memorial from Northumberland, 

and a Petition from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 1677 
Instructions of Lieutenant Brasher and Quarter- 
master Shall lis, read, - 1678 
' Colonel Wayne directed to march to New- 
York, - - - - . . . i6 8 i 



1776. 



■Feb.21 



22, 



26, 



28, 



S9, 



Powder for the United Colonies arrived at 
New-Brunswick, to be forwarded to General 
Washington, * 

, Committee on two Letters from General Schuy- 
ler, dated the 10th and 13th of February, - 

Letter from the Committee of Safety for Penn- 
sylvania, respecting the Prisoners at Lancas- 
ter, read and referred, - 

Numbers and Denominations of the Bills of the 
emission of four millions of Dollars, - 

Inspectors of ihe Press appointed, - 

Two Letters from General Washington, dated 
February 9, considered in Committee of the 
Whole, - - 

Order for the march of a Regiment from New- 
Jersey, for the defence of New-York, coun- 
termanded, - - 

Colonel Wayne's Regiment to march immedi- 
ately to New-York, .... 

New- York Convention to inform the Congress 
what progress they have made in raising the 
four Battalions, - 

Credentials of Colonel Braxton, a Delegate 
from Virginia, '-._-. 

Committee to contract for making, Muskets and 
Bayonets for the use of the United Colonies, 

Secret Committee authorized to export Produce 
of the Colonies, for the purpose of procuring 
Arms and Ammunition, - 

Recommendalions to the Assemblies, Conven- 
tions, Councils* Committees of Safety, &c, 
respecting Saltpetre and Powder, 

Committee, consisting of one Member from each 
Colony, to consider of further ways and 
means of promoting the manufacture of Salt- 
petre, Sulphur, and Gunpowder, 

No Vessel loaded for Great Britain, Ireland, or 
the British West-Indies, permitted to sail un- 
til the further order of Congress, 

M. Mesplet, Printer, engaged to go to Canada, 
and there set up his press, and carry on the 
Printing- business, - - - 

Newi-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela- 
ware, and Maryland, to form one Military 
Department, .---._ 

Virginia, North- Carolina, South-Carolina, and 
Georgia, to form another Military Department, 

General Lee desired not to set out to Canada 
without furl.her orders from Congress, 

Powder borrowed from North-Carolina to be 
returned by theSecret Committee, 

Provision for supporting the Women and Chil- 
dren of the Prisoners at Lancaster, - 

Officers, prisoners flt Lancaster, to be distributed 
in such places as shall be selected by the 
Committee of, Safety of Pennsylvania, 

Report of Committee on General Schuyler's. 
Letters of the 10th and 13th, - 

Credentials of the New-Hampshire Delegates, 

Letters of General Washington, and the Trade 
of the Colonies, furtfier considered ,in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, , - - ' - 



1685 
1685 



1685 
1685 



1686 

1686 
1686 

1686 
1686 
1S87 

1687 

1687 

1688 

1688 

1689 

1689 
1689 
1689 
1689 
1689 

1690 

1690 
1690 

1691 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE COUNTY OF 
BALTIMORE, IN MARYLAND. ' 

1774. 

Nov. 12, Committee elected by the Freeholders of the 

County, - - - - - - - 1691 

List of the Committee for Baltimore Town and 
the several Hundreds, - - - - 1691 
30, Meeting of the Committee, - - - - 1691 

Seven empowered to act in matters within the 
Town of Baltimore, and five in matters in the 
County, wiihout the Town, ... 1691 

Committee to attend the General Meeting at 
Annapolis en the 24th of this month, - - 1691 

Committee of Correspondence appointed for the 
County and the Town, ... \QQi 

Dec. 5, Samuel Purviance chosen Chairman,. William 
Smith Deputy Chairman, and Dr. John Boyd 
Clerk, ... . . . . 169JJ 

Vessels arriving within the Capes of Chesa- 

. peake, on or before -the 1st of December, de- 
clared to be within the Resolve of Congress, 1692 
7, Proceedings relative to the Ship William, from 
Bristol, and the Ship Elizabeth; from London- 
derry, - - - - - ' - - 1692 



CXIU 

1774. 

Dec.12, Wines imported in the Schooner Polly to be 

sold as directed by the Continental Congress, 

in such cases, - -• - 

19, Committee appointed to carefully observe the 

arrival of all Vessels into the Port of Balti- 



CONTENTS. 

1775. 



CXIV 



1693 



21, 



22, 
26, 



1693 



1694 
1694 



- 1695 
1695 



1695 



27, 



.29, 



1775. 



more, - 

General Meeting; of the County Committee to 
be held in Baltimore Town, on the 29th in- 
stant, - 

Declarations on oath of the Goods imported in 
sundry Vessels, 

Regulations for the sale of British Salt, - 

Quantity of Tea imported in the Snow Poto- 
mack, reported by Captain Graham, 

James Calhoun appointed Treasurer to the 
Committee, __.--- 

Profits of the sale of Linens, on Saturday last, 
to be applied to the relief of the Poor of Bos- 
ton, 

Proceedings on the application of James Chris- 
tie, relative to Goods taken into the care of 
the Committee, 1695 

Committee of Correspondence to prepare a plan 
of proceedings for the General Meeting of 
County Committee, - - - - 1695 

Goods imported in the Ship Sims sold, and the 
advance upon them ordered for the Poor of 
Boston, - - ' 1696 

Meeting of the General Committee : Proceed- 
ings of the late Provincial Convention ap- 
proved, 

Inhabitants of the several Hundreds requested to 
fojaa themselves into Military Companies and 
ctWse their Officers, - 

General Meeting adjourned to Monday, Janua- 
ry 16, 1775, - 

Jan. 16, Meeting of Inhabitants of Baltimore County : 
Captain Charles Ridgely, Chairman; Jere- 
miah Townley Chase, Clerk, 

Proceedings of late Provincial Convention read, 
and unanimously approved of, - 

Every Member of the Committee, and every 
person in the County, to observe the Resolves 
of the Convention, - - - 

Delegates for Baltimore County in the next 
Provincial Convention, - 

Members added to the Committee of Observa- 
tion, 

Subscriptions to be raised throughout the Coun- 
ty for the purchase of Arms and Ammuni 
tion, 

Subscriptions to be opened in each Hundred for 
contributions for the Poor of Boston, 

Committee to purchase three thousand pound; 
of Powder and twelve thousand pounds of 
Lead, - .- 1701 

Committee of Observation meets, - 1701 

Charges against the Rev. William Edmiston, - 1701 

Mr. Edmiston's answer, delivered in writing, 
considered and accepted, 

Complaint against James Dalgleish, 

James Christie and Mr. Neil, to be informed 
that no receipt ought to be given for Money 
raised for the Poor of Boston, - 

Committee of each Hundred to collect Money 
for the purchase of Arms and Ammuni- 
tion, _._---.. 
" Andrew Buchanan appointed Treasurer for Bal- 
timore Town for Moneys raised for Arms 
"aid Ammunition, - 

Letter to James Christie requiring him to pay 
the two per cent, advance on the Goods he 
purchased, without a receipt, 

Amount paid by Mr. Christie, and credited to the 
account of the Poor of Boston, - - - 

Association against the killing of Mutton, drawn 
up, to be signed by the Butchers, 
Feb. 2, Proceedings relating to Imported Goods, 

Similar proceedings, to March 6, - 1703-1705 

M»r.l3, Meeting of the Committee of Inspection, - 1705 

Captain Charles Ridgely elected Chairman, - 1705 

Form of an Oath to be taken by ail Masters of 
Vessels, 1705 

Cargo of Salt from Liverpool not permitted to 
be landed, 1706 

Dr. John Stevenson appeared before the Com- 
mittee, and made explanations, which were re- 
ceived as satisfactory, for xeshipping Salt, - 1706 
Fourth Series. — Vol, iv. 



17, 



23, 



30, 



1697 



1697 



1697 



1700 



- 1700 



1700 



1700 



1700 



1700 



1701 



1701 
1702 



1702 



1702 



1702 



1703 



1703 



1703 
1703 



Many misrepresentations having been made with . 
a view to lessen the influence of (be Continen- 
tal Association, :it- is declared to be the duty of 
the Cornmiuee to carry it strictly into execu- 
tion ; and that any attempt to defeat such pur- 
pose, will, with its author, be exposed to the 
publick, - 1^07 

The disuse of East-India Tea earnestly recom- 
mended, _..----- 1707 

Resolution approving the conduct of the Magis- 
trates of the County, whose abrupt dismission, 
with all the circumstances attending it, does 
them the greatest honour, - - - - 1707 
J^tr. 10, Fairs in Baltimore Town to be discountenanced 
during the continuance of the present difficul- , 
tie8i ...-.- - 1708 

Treasurer directed to settle his account of Mo- 
neys arising from the sale of Goods, for the 
use of the Poor of Boston, - 1708 

17, Dr. John Boyd, Robert Alexander, William 

Lux, and Jeremiah T. Chase, appointed to 
serve alternately, each a month, as Clerk of 
the Committee," - - - - 1708 

26, Committee appointed to purchase all the Powder 

and Lead to be disposed of in Baltimore, - 1709 

27, Committee to receive the Ammunition, and dis- 

tribute it among such gentlemen of the Town 
as it may be most safely lodged with, - - 1709 
• Information of the seizure of the Powder at 
Williamsburgh by Lord Dunmore, forwarded 
to the Gommittee of Philadelphia, - - 1709 
Ma$l, Captain Richard Button, charged with endea- 
vouring to prevent the people from mustering, 
ordered to attend the Committee, - - 1709 

2, Captain Button attended the Committee, and sub- 

scribed a pledge, as some atonement to the 
Publick for his misconduct, - 1710 

James Dalgleish having declared his intention 
to join the English Troops- as soon as they 
land, is ordered to be published as an enemy 
to the liberty of America, - - - - 1710 

3, Application from the Committee for Harford 

County, for five hundred weight of Gun- 
powder, 1710 

5, Five hundred weight of Gunpowder supplied 
to the Committee of Monmouth County, New- 
Jersey, who are altogether destitute, and can- 
not procure any from New- York or Phila- 
delphia, - . ■ - -. ' - - - 1711 

8, Harford County Committee supplied with the 

Powder requested on the 3d instant, - - 1711 
Francis Sanderson requested to withdraw himself 
from the Committee till the sense of the Coun- 
ty should be known concerning him at a future 
election, ------- 1711 

15, Letter from the Committee of Fredericktown : 
They will supply this Committee with five 
hundred pounds of Powder, and four thou- 
sand pounds of Lead, - 1712 
Complaint against Usher & Roe inquired into, 
and dismissed, with a caution to them to be 
more careful in future, in giving cause for the 
like complaint, - ' 1713 

18, Genera! meeting of Baltimore County, - - 1713 
Delegates to the Convention elected, : - - 171-3 
Members added to the Committee of Observation 

for the County, 1713 

Proceedings of the Committee on the 8th instant, 
respecting Francis Sanderson, read and ap- 
proved, - - - - - - - 1713 

Declaration and Acknowledgment of Mr. San- 
derson, - - - - - .- - 1714 

Committees in their respective Hundreds re- 
quired to give an account to the General Com- # 
mittee, on the first Monday in June, of the 
state of the Militia in their different Districts, 1714 

Subscriptions ordered for paying the Delegates 
to the General Congress, - - - - 1714 

Samuel Purviance appointed Treasurer for Bal- 
timore Town, to receive and forward the Do- 
nations of the County for the Poor of Boston, 1714 

Complaint lodged against James, Christie, that 
he had raked the price of Goods above the 
limitation of the Provincial ConTention, - 1714 

19, Information received from Philadelphia, that 

sundry Vessels were loading at Liverpool with 
Salt and Dry Goods, some of which were des- 
tined for this Province, - 1714 



cxv 

' 1775. 



CONTENTS. 

1775. 



Apportionment of amount to be raised to defray 



1715 



12, 



19, 



26, 



the expenses of the Delegates, 

Letter from the Committee to the different Hun- 
dreds, _.----. 
May 22, Oaths to be taken by the Owners, Consignees, 
or Supercargoes, Masters and Officers, of all 
Vessels that shall load in Patapsco River, - 

Powder supplied to the Counties of Orange and 

Culpepper, in Virginia, - 

29, Committee to prepare a statement of the Moneys 

subscribed and paid to this Committee, and an 

account of all Donations received for the Poor 

of Boston, - 1716 

June 5, Information against John Welsh, Robert Gil- 
christ, and Samuel Oliver, - 

Complaint lodged against John McKim, - 

Accusations against Captain Richard Button. 
who attended on summons, and made his de- 
fence, ------- 

The defence of Mr. Button considered satisfac- 
tory, and he is by the Committee restored to 
publick favour, - 

Further complaint against James Christie, 

Charge against Rezin Hammond, - 

Copies of the Publications made by Mr. Button, 1718 

Night-Watch for Baltimore Town established, - 1718 

Permission granted to send a cargo of Flour to 
Marblehead, ------ 

Consideration of the complaints against Rezin 
Hammond, John Welsh, and James Christie, 
postponed to the 17th. July, 
July 3, Letter "from the Committee for Kent County, 
complaining of James Christie, for selling 
above the advance directed by the Conven- 
tion, ------- 

Letter from Henry Lloyd, Agent for the Con- 
tractors for supplying the Troops at Boston, 
to Dr. John Stevenson, requesting him to send 

■ a cargo of Flour to Boston, - 

Henry Lloyd declared a violator of the Associa- 
tion, and all commercial intercourse with him 
prohibited, 

Persons who assist in the introduction of any 
Goods or Merchandise, contrary to the direc- 
tion of Congress, to be treated as enemies to 
the liberties of America, - - - - 

Committee to secure the Gunpowder on board 
any Vessel that may arrive in Port, 

Captains of Vessels required to state on oath the 
quantity of Gunpowder on board their respec- 
tive Vessels, ------ 

Proceedings respecting the Ship Totness, from 
Liverpool, witn Salt, 
July 13, Letter from James Christie, Jun., to Colonel 
Christie, at Antigua, intercepted, 

Proceedings in Mr. Christie's case, 

James Gildart declared an enemy to the liberties 
of America, ------ 

Declaration of John Welsh, in answer to the 
charge against him, - 

Application for a supply of Gunpowder for the 
Inhabitants of Yorktown, Virginia, 
July 21, Letter from the Maryland Delegates in Con' 
gress: Mr. Christie's case is referred to the 
Provincial Convention, 

Permission granted to David Stewart to remove 
some Tea lodged with the Committee in De> 
cember last, ------ 

24, James Christie, on giving security not to leave 
the Province, permitted to go at large, 
v3a.^.21, Maryland Association read and signed by the 
Members according to their Hundreds, 



10, 



11, 



14, 



17, 

18, 



1715 



- 1715 



1716 



1716 
1717 



1717 



1717 
1717 
1717 



1719 



1719 



1719 



1719 



1720 



1720 



- 1720 



1721 



1721 



1722 
1722 



1723 



1723 



1724 



1724 



1724 



1725 



1726 



Persons appointed to carry the Association to the 

People for signing, 1726 

Jlwg. 28,Order for the election of a Committee of Obser- 
vation and Delegates to the Provincial Con- 
vention on the 12th of September, - - 1726 
Sej).2Z, Committee of Observation, and five Delegates to 

the Provincial Convention, elected, - - 1728 
Oct, 9, Samuel Purviance, Jun., elected Chairman ; 
William Lux, Vice-Chairman ; and George 

Lux, Secretary, 1728 

Committees of Correspondence for Licensing 
Suits, and to taku the Reports of all Vessels 
and Goods arriving, appointed, - 1728 

Nov. 6, Letter from Charles Ridgely, giving his rea- 
sons for refusing to act on the Committee, - 1730 
13, Retailers of British Salt directed not to sell at a 

higher price than four Shillings per bushel, 1730 
List of the Candidates voted for at the election in 
September, with the number of Votes given 
for each, ------ 1730 

Committee to superintend the procuring of Arms 

and Ammunition, 1731 

20, Persons holding large quantities of Salt, and re- 
fusing to retail it, to be published, and looked 
upon as enemies to the liberties of America, 1731 
Committee to examine Warehouses where they 
suspect British Salt is stored, - 1732 

JVou.27, Application for permission to load a Vessel with 

Provisions for New-England, - - - 1732 
Dec. 4, Permission granted to Bend eight quarters of 
Beef and twelve Sheep to Annapolis, for the 
use of the Inhabitants of that City, during the 
sitting of the Convention, - - - - - 1732 
11, Letter from the Delegates of Massach^ptts in 

1732 



1733 



18, 



19, 



26, 



1733 



1734 



1735 



1735 

1735 



Permission given to send two Vessels with Pro- 
visions to Massachusetts, 

Complaint against Samuel Carson, Sen., Mer- 
chant in Philadelphia, for speaking disrespect- 
fully of this Committee, - 

Pilot-Boat stationed at Whetstone Point to exa- 
mine all Vessels^ and allow none to pass 
without a Permit in writing, from this Com- 
mittee, - 

Vessels not permit^ to leave Baltimore, except 
on publick business, until the Vessels arming 
there are ready to sail, 

Oath to be taken by all Masters of Vessels to 
and from Baltimore, - 

Resolve of the 19th instant, for detainin 
sels, rescinded, 

Oath to be taken by Masters of Vessels, instead 
of the one ordered on the 19th instant, - 1735 

Permission from the Continental Congress to 
Jonathan Hudson to sail with a Cargo, - 1735 

Boat employed for preventing the departure of 
Vessels without permission of the Committee, 
1776. discharged from further service, r 1736 

Jan. 8, Permission to William Neil, Merchant, to send 

a Cargo to the Foreign West- Indies, - - 1736 
29, Committee to prepare a plan for fortifying and 
defending Baltimore Town, 
Feb, 3, Plan for defence of Baltimore adopted, 

12, Charges against James Moore, for refusing to 
take Bills of Credit emitted by the Provincial 
Convention, - 
19, Acknowledgment and Declaration of James 

Moore, ------- 1740 

Mar. 4, Members of the Committee appointed in place 

of those who refused to attend, - -m, - 1742 

Committees to taki; charge of the Enrolment 
and Association Papers, - 1742 



1738 
1739 



1740 



